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August 5, 1969
City Council met in regular session August 5, 1969There were present W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom M.
Waldorf, and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the Council. Councilman
Kenneth Kniceley being absent.
The Mayor called the meeting to order and Rev. Harold Goodpaster of
the Nitro Church of God gave the invocation.
The Council proceeded to discuss the proposed paving program.

Council-

man Hoke said that in making the list for paving and building new streets a
lot of streets that the Committee looked at they knew would last for two or
three more years before they would need rebuilt, but that the work could be
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done cheaper if we had a large program. He went on to say that some people
asked them to add their streets to the list and then later came in with
petitions to not pave. He said that we deleted these streets, but that as
far as he was concerned there would be no more streets deleted from the program. He said he had a petition on 12th Street, but that his recommendation
was to leave it on the program as it needed paving. l|.1st Street, recommendation to leave it, 17th. Street — recapping from First Avenue to Second
Avenue. Councilman Hoke said that he believed it would be wrong to leave
this one for another year and recommended that 17th Street be recapped.
Recapping on Bank Street from 21st to 20th Street, Second Avenue from 7th
Street to 21st Street, Councilman Hoke said that there would be a place
paved in front of the school where the buses sit and run their motors that
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would have to be worked on and that it would be up to the school to take
care of it. He went on to say that lUth Street should be repaved, and that
on 16th Street there was a strip of cement on one side that is going to have
to be removed.

18th Street from First Avenue to Second Avenue—resurface.

21st Street from First to Third Avenue. i|1st Street from First Avenue to

2
Second Avenue. Wilson Street from First Avenue to Hillside Drive. Cedar
Street from Main Avenue to Kanawha River, new pavement. Short Street from
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Pennwood to top of hill. Third Avenue from UOth Street to East 39th Street.
39th Street, East from end of existing pavement to Easter Road.

Councilman

Hoke said it was the Committee's recommendation that all of these streets
be left on the program. Councilman Williamson said that on some of these there
were 100$ against the work being done and he couldn't see why the people should
have to have this done if they didn't want it. Councilman Hoke said that
this work needed done and that since we had deleted so many of the streets
so easily that the people were brining in petitions thinking the streets
will be deleted and that this would stop it. Councilman Williamson said that
he felt the people on the streets were the ones concerned and he did not feel
it should be done over the people's protest. The Mayor said a lot of times
you would never have a street paved if you did'nt do it against some of the
people and that when you move into a City you more or less expect these things
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and he couldn't see letting the streets completely deteriate and that the
longer you let it go the more it will cost. Councilman Williamson said that
the people made up the City Government and that if the people didn't want it
we shouldn't force it on them. The Mayor said according to the law we could
go ahead and do it. He then asked if the people knew how much it was going
to cost to have the work done. Mr. Smith from 1?th Street said that he
had been led to believe it would be U.JjO per front footage. He went on to
say that those living on the street did not want to have the work done and
they had presented their petition in good faith. The Mayor said that the
estimate on this particular street was $2.80 per front footage. He went on
to say that one woman came to him and said that it was going to cost her
$15.00 per front footage and he had told her this was not so. Mr. Smith
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said he did not believe in the protesting, but that the people living on
17th Street felt they did not want it paved. Mr. Jividen, another resident of 17th Street, asked why the center of their street was so much
higher than the curb and said that if it was decided to have this street
paved they would like to have it smoother.

Councilman Hoke asked what would

happen to the drainage if the center of the street was not higher. The Mayor
said that it should be as high as the curb and went on to say that the
figures had gotten out on the paving and had scared the people. Mr. Smith
said he knew that the City had the power to go ahead and do this if they
wanted, but forcing things on the people didn't do any good. He went on to
say that if the City did decide to go ahead and repave 17th Street they
should do something about the center being higher than the curb. Council-
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man Hoke said that these streets mentioned could be taken under advisement
until the protest meeting. The Mayor said that some of the people may have
felt different toward the paving if they had known the cost. Councilman
Williamson said that rumors had been flying as to the cost.
Councilman Hoke moved that the streets mentioned be left in the program
and that a protest meeting be set up. Councilman Tidquist asked how they
were going to handle the petitions. The Mayor said that the City Engineer
would look at these streets and give his advise. Councilman Hoke said that
if the City Engineer suggested streets be deleted it would be a simple matter.
Thereupon, Councilman Tidquist seconded Councilman Hoke's motion and
upon voting the motion carried.
Mr. Luke Michael, City Attorney, presented the notice for protest meeting to Council. After reading over the notice, Councilman Goodwin moved that
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the protest meeting be held on September 2 and the following notice be run
three weeks as a legal notice.
and upon a vote carried.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf

LEGAL NOTICE
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NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON
THE FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS OR PUBLIC WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO,
KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA: BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS
INTERSECTION WITH TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY
FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
FIRST AVENUE (95 feet south of center line of Seventh Street) TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; TWELTH STREET BEGINNING
WITHS ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH
THIRD AVENUE; FOURTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; SEVENTEEN!
STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH
ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE; TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; FORTY FIRST
STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE.
Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City
of Nitro to permanently improve the portions of the streets and
public ways described above in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining, paving, re-paving,
surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing, re-curbing, guttering,
and otherwise permanently improving said streets or public ways and
by constructing, providing and renewing any such improvements or
other permanent public improvements in and on said above named streets
and public ways, or portions thereof, and including any intersections,
as the 'Common Council of the City of Nitro may deem proper and to
assess the cost of such improvements on the property abutting said portion of said streets and public wajrs.
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The proposals to make such improvements and the plans, specifications,
profiles, and estimates will be considered by the Common Council of the
City of Nitro at a public meeting to be held on the 2nd day of September,
1969, at 8;00 o'clock P. M. at the City Building in said City of Nitro.
Any abutting owners or interested parties will be given an opportunity
to protest or be heard at said meeting or any adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Council of the City of Nitro on the 5th day
of August, 1969.

I

I

It was brought up that the signs placed on 36th, 37th, and 38th
Streets were very much appreciated and that several people had come in
to thank the City.
The Street Lighting Committee reported there was not a pole at 902
Dupont to put a light as requested. Councilman Goodwin said that it would
help the situation here if the people would trim their trees.

Councilman

Goodwin said that the pole on the end of Dupont set more on Kapok and there
wasn't much light here. He said that they had checked the light on 21st
Street and it was the Committee's recommendation that the 1,000 aluminum
be replaced with a 3500 mercury vapor. Councilman Goodwin said there was
a light needed in Valentine Circle next to the river.
Thereupon, Councilman Goodwin moved that a new light be installed in
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Valentine Circle and that a 3500 mercury vapor be put on the pole on 21st
Street. The motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.
CounciLnan Tidquist said that the reflectors on the lights on 21st
Street should be changed because they kept the lights from giving out
enough light. He said that they would be able to give out twice as much
light if there were different reflectors on the lights. The Mayor said
we had the same fixtures on every 1,000 light in town.

Councilman Allen

agreed that we were getting very poor lighting on 21st Street. The Mayor
said that we might have to upgrade several lights here to get better lighting
and that the 1,000 aluminum just did not give out too much light.

Councilman

Waldorf suggested that the Street Lighting Committee survey the streets as
to the number of lights and the spacing.
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Councilman Goodwin said that he

would get the Commitee together to do this.
A copy of the ordinance for the Breatholyzer was passed out to the
members of the Council for them to read. The Mayor said that we were not
allowed to use the Breatholyzer until the ordinance was passed.
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Thereupon, Councilman Waldorf moved that the City of Nitro adopt
the ordinance presented to them.

Seconded by Councilman Williamson and
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carried.
0 R D I N A N CE

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONS DRIVING WHILE UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF INTOXICATING LIQUOR OR DRUGS, RELATING TO
IMPLIED CONSENT TO A CHEMICAL TEST TO DETERMINE THE ALCOHOLIC
CONTENT OF THE BLOOD OF THE OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
ARRESTED FOR DRIVING OF A MOTOR VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF INTOXICATING LIQUOR AND THE DESIGNATION AND
ADMINISTRATION OF SUCH A CHEMICAL TEST; RELATING TO CHEMICAL
TEST REQUESTED OR DEMANDED BY SUCH ARRESTED PERSON GRANTING
CERTAIN IMMUNITY AND CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LIABILITY MUCH MIGHT
OTHERWISE .ARISE INCIDENT TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF SUCH CHEMICAL
TEST; PROVIDING FOR SUSPENSION OF SUCH ARRESTED PERSON"S,
OPERATOR'S OR CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE OR JUNIOR OR PROBATIONARY
OPERATOR'S LICENSE, OR NONRESIDENT PRIVILEGE TO DRIVE FOR
REFUSAL TO SUBMIT TO A DESIGNATED CHEMICAL TEST; SPECIFYING
CERTAIN PRESUMPTIONS WITH RESPECT TO AND THE EVIDENTIARY
VALUE OF A CHEMICAL TEST AS TO INTOXICATION; AND PROVIDING
FOR THE PAYMENT OF A FEE FOR THE COST OF ADMINISTERING
CERTAIN CHEMICAL TESTS.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

Section 1 (a). Implied consent to test; administration at direction of law enforcement officer.
Any person •who drives a motor vehicle on any highway within the City
shall be deemed to have given his consent by the operation thereof, subject
to the provisions of this ordinance, to a chemical test of either his blood,
breath or urine for the purpose of determining the alcoholic content of his
blood whenever he shall be lawfully arrested by a law enforcement officer
as hereinafter defined for the offense of driving a motor vehicle upon any
highway within the City while under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
The test shall be incidental to a lawful arrest and shall be administered
at the direction of the areesting law enforcement officer having reasonable
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grounds to believe the person to have been driving a motor vehicle upon
any highway within the City while under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
The law enforcement agency by which such law enforcement officer is employed
shall designated which one of the aforesaid tests shall be administered: Provided, that if the test so designated is a blood test and the person so arrested refuses to submit to such blood test, then the law enforcement officer
making such arrest shall designate in lieu thereof, either a breath or urine
test be administered, such refusal to submit to a blood test only shall not
result in the suspension of the arrested person's operator's or chauffeur's
license, or junior or probationary operator's license or nonresident privilege to drive. The person arrested shall be told, that his refusal to submit
to the test finslly designated as provided in this section, will result in the
suspension of his operator's or chauffeur's license, or junior or probationary
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operator's license, or nonresident privilege to drive for a period of six
months.
Section 2. How blood test administered: _use of test results: certain
immunity from liability incident to administering test.
Only a doctor of medicine or osteopathy, or registered nurse, or trained
medical technician at the place of his employment, acting at the request and
'direction of the law enforcement officer, may withdraw blood for the purpose
of determining the alcoholic content thereof.

These limitations shall not

apply to the taking of a breath test or a urine specimen. In with draining
blood for the purpose of determining the alcoholic content thereof, only a
previously unused and sterile needle and sterile vessel may be utilized and
the withdrawal shall otherwise be in strict accord with accepted medical
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practices.

A non-,alcoholic antiseptic shall be used for cleansing the skin

prior to venapuncture. The person tested may, at his own expense, have s.
doctor of medicine or osteopathy, or registered nurse, or trained medical

technician at the place of his employment, of his own choosing, administer
a chemical test in addition to the test administered at the direction of
the law enforcement officer.
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The failure or inability of the person

arrested to obtain an additional test shall not preclude the admission into
evidence at any judicial proceeding of the results of the test taken at the
direction of the law enforcement officer.

Upon the request of the person

who is tested, full information concerning the test taken at the direction
of the law enforcement officer shall be made available to him. No person
who administers any such test upon the request of a law enforcement officer
as herein defined, no hospital in or with which such person is employed or
is otherwise associated or in which such test is administered, and no other
person, firm or corporation by whom or which person is employed or is in anyway associated, shall be in any wise criminally liable for the administration
of such test, or civily liable in damages to the person tested unless for
gross negligence or wilful or wanton injury.
Section 3.
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Refusal to submit to certain chemical tests; suspension of

license or privilege; consent not withdrawn if person arrested is incapable
of refusal.
If any person under arrest as specified in section 1 of this article
refuses to submit to the test finally designated in the nuoiner provided in
section 1 hereof, no test shall be given, but the commissioner of motor vehicles, upon receipt of a sworm statement of the law enforcement officer
that (1) he has reasonable grounds to believe such person had been driving
a motor vehicle upon a highway within the City of Mitro while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, (2) such person was lawfully placed under
arrest for the offense of driving a motor vehicle upon a highway within the
City of Nitro while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, (3) such
person refused to submit to the test finally designated in the manner provided
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in section 2 of this article, and (It) such person was told that his
operator's or chauffeur's license, or junior or probationary license, or
nonresident privilege to drive would be suspended for a period of six months
if he refused to submit to the test finally designated in the manner provided
in section 2 of this article, shall make arid enter an order suspending such
person's operator's or chauffeur's license, or junior or probationary operator's license, or nonresident privilege to drive for a period of six months.
A copy of such order shall be forwarded to such person by registered or
certified mail, return receipt requested.

No such suspension shall become

effective until ten days after receipt of the copy of such order.

Any person

who is unconscious or who is otherwise in a condition rendering him incapable
of refusal, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn his consent for a test of
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his blood, breath or urine as provided in this article and the test may be
administered although such person is not told that his failure to submit to
the test will result in the suspension of his operator's or chauffeur's
license of junior or probationary operator's license, or nonresident privilege to operate a motor vehicle for a period of six months.
A suspension hereunder shall run concurrently with the period of any
suspension or revocat on imposed in accordance with other provisions of this
code and growing out of the same incident which gave rise to the areest for
driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor and
the subsequent refusal to undergo the test finally designated in accordance
with the provisions of this article.
Section h-

i

Interpretation and use of chemical test.

Upon trial for the offense of driving a motor vehicle on any highway
within the City of Nitro while under the influence of intoxicating liquor,
or upon the trial of any civil or criminal action or proceeding arising out
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of acts alleged to have been committed by any person while driving a motor
vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, evidence of the
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amount of alcohol in the person's blood at the time of the arrest or of the
acts alleged, as shown by a chemical analysis of his blood, breath or urine,
is admissible, if the sample or specimen was taken within two hours from and
after the time of arrest or of the acts alleged, and shall give rise to the
following presumptions or have the following effect:
(a) Evidence that there was, at that time, fine hundredths of one percent or less, by weight, of alcohol in his blood, shall be prima facie evidence that the person was not under the influence of intoxicating liquor;
(b) Evidence that there was, at that time more than five hundredths of
one percent and less than ten hundredths of one percent, by weight, of alcohol in the person's blood shall be relevant evidence but it is not to be
given prima facie effect in indicating whether the person was under the
influence of intoxicating liquor;
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(c) Evidence that there was, at that time, ten hundredths of one percent
or more, by weight, or alcohol in his blood, shall be admitted as prima facie
evidence that the person was under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
Percent by weight of alcohol in the blood shall be based upon milligrams
of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood.
A chemical analysis of a person's blood, breath or urine, in order to
give rise to the presumptions or to have the effect provided for in this section, must be performed in accordance with methods and standards approved by
the state department of health.

A chemical analysis of blood or urine to

determine the alcoholic content of blood shall be conducted by a qualified
laboratory or by the state polce scientific laboratory, of the criminal
identification bureau of the department of public safety.
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The provisions of this article shall not limit the introduction'in any
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judicial proceeding of any other competent evidence bearing on the question
of whether the person was under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
Section 5>.

Right to demand test.

Any person lawfully arrested for driving a motor vehicle on any highway within the City of Nitro while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor and who is not tested at the direction of the arresting law enforcement officer under the probisions of this article, or who is lawfully arrested
as aforesaid by any other police officer, shall have the right to demand that
a sample or specimen of his blood, breath or urine be taken within two hours
from and after the time of arrest, and that a chemical test thereof be made.
The an ays is disclosed by such chemical test shall be made available to such
arrested person forthwith upon demand.
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Section 6. Fee for withdrawing blood sample and making urinetest.
A fee not exceeding five dollars shall be allowed to the person withdrawing

a blood sample or administering a urine test at the request and

direction of a law enforcement officer in accordance with the provisions
of this article.

If the person whose blood sample was withdrawn or whose

urine was tested was arrested and charged with a violation of this chapter,
the City of Nitro shall pay said fee, and if said person is subsequently
convicted of such charge, such fee shall be taxed as a part of the costs of
the criminal proceeding and shall be paid, notwithstanding any other provision of this code to the contrary, into the general fund of the City of
Nitro. If the person whose blood s~ample was withdrawn or whose urine was
tested was arrested and charged with a violation of a similar ordinance of
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any municipality, said municipality shall pay said fee, and if said person
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is subsequently convicted of such charge, such fee shall be taxed as part
of the costs of the criminal proceeding and shall be paid,, notwithstanding
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any other provision of this code to the contrary, into the general fund
of said municipality.
Section 7 .

3 ever ability.

If any provision of this article or its application to any person or
circumstance be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this article, and to this end the provisions of
this article are declared to be sever able.
Section 8.

Hearing procedures;

judicial review.

Nothing herein contained shall deprive any person iAio.se operator's or
chauffeur's license, or junior or probationary license, or nonresident privilege to drive has been so suspended, from availing himself of any adminis
trative or judicial review as provided for in Chapter 17-c, Article 5>A,
Section 1|, of the Code of West Virginia of 1931, as amended.
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The provisions of this ordinance insofar as they are inconsistent
herewith, are hereby repealed.
-x— ;H;— "-
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Mr. Janes Bonnett, a resident from ItOth Street, said the people out
there had a ptoblem with a couple of undesireable areas.

One of these areas

is located about a mile out on the left side of the road, where the Winter's
Grocery use to be located, and the other is at the end of the road up from
the Redwood Inn and it is a place called Dogpatch.

He said at one time

there were about four f amilies living in the first place and that there was
no bathroom facilities and they do not have an outdoor toilet, there is no
foundation on the building and it is ready to fall down.

He said that they

threw garbage on his parents right of way down the hill, which is there only
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way of getting off the hill from their house.

He said there was water in

front of the house and the children had to wait here for buses to come
to school. He said it was a health hazard and that they would like to have
something done about it. Mr. Bennett went on to say that his sister had been
killed in front of this one piece and he meant to see that such a thing did
not happen again. He said they would like for Council to help them clear up
these situations. He said that the area at Dogpatch was owned by Oscar Barnett
and that the second was owned by Reuben Harrison.

Councilman Allen said that

he would go out anc check on these two places and Mr. Bonnett said that he
would be glad to show him around.
Mrs. Earl Hall, another resident from i|.0th Street, asked about the sewer
which they voted for when they were annexed into the City.
wondering when they could expect this.
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She said they were

The Mayor said that up until about a

few months ago there was money available to help pay for Cunning sewer lines
and our plans are ready at the present time to build the secondary treatment
plant and also to extend the sewer lines. He said that we could go ahead
and put lines in and charge the people, but he did not believe the people
would be able to pay. Mrs. Hall asked why they were told they would be able
to put one in if they couldn't. The Mayor said that at that time they would
have been able to do it but that the Federal Government has withdrawn all
money to help with these sewer lines.

He went on to say that the Water

Resources were pushing the City to go .ahead with the Secondary Treatment Plant
and that he was holding them off. The Mayor said there was a man in to see
him about three weeks ago wanting to know what our greatest need was and he
told him it was sewers.
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He said that he had gone to a meeting at the Regional

Development Office and a man told him that he had been told by this other
fellow that he had hit a hot spot down here and the Mayor indicated that he
would not build the Secondary Treatment Plant until we could get the lines to

14
the people because he could not see building the plant and not being able
to use it for the work that was needed to be done.
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The Mayor went on to

say that there were several people working on it and that we could get it
anytime.

The Mayor said that the Council could vote to go ahead and put in

these lines, but the people would end up with the same situation they have
at Cross Lanes.

Mrs. Bonnett asked if there was some way the people could

be made to have their garbage hauled awa. Mr. Bonnett said that these people
beloT\ him ran water out of their house into his right of way. The Mayor asked
if these two areas-were within 200 feet of the County Road.
yes.

The answer was

Mrs-, Hall said there were quite a few problems on UOth Street and that the

people out there wanted to get them straightened out and rricuke it
to raise their children.

a good place

She went on to say that the children have to cross

the road twice to get to the bus stop and that they would appreciate slow
signs or crosswalks to warn people not to speed through here.

The Mayor

asked Councilman Allen to check on this while he was out in this area.

Council-
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man Allen sskeci if the blinkers would not help some on this when they are put
up.
Mrs. Hall then asked why we had stopped putting in fire hydrants at
Easter Road.

The Mayor said there was not enough pressure on the line and

until they get more pressure on the line they will go no further with the
hydrants.

Mrs. Hall Scdd it seemed as though they were not getting what they

voted for when they voted to be annexed into the City limits.

She went on

to say that it would cut their fire insurance 50% if they could get these
hydrants put in.

The Mayor said that the tanks on the .trucks used out there

were large and that they would not have to use the line. The Mayor said they
would have to put in a larger line or put in boosters to take care of it.
was brought up that l;0th Street only needed two hydrants.

It

The Mayor said there
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were boosters on out beyond these people and from there on the pressure w-is
good enough.

The Mayor said we could have this checked also.

Mr. James Bennett asked whether they were under the some regulations
as the rest of theCity since they had been annexed.
were.

The Mayor said that they

Mr. Bonnett then asked what the City ordinance was on trailers.

The

Mayor said they could not put a trailer in the City but that could put them
on trailer courts.

Mr. Bonnett said there was a trailer court on l|0th Street

and that when they were annexed he had only a few trailers and now he is preparing to have 15«
in.

He asked why this man was allowed to put so many trailers

Mr. Bonnett went on to say that when he moved in out there he spent $700.00

on a septic tank and that he had only li people in his family and that there
were only two septic tanks at these trailers with 15 families and he could not
see how they were allowed to do this.
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The Mayor asked that Councilman Allen

also check on these septic tanks and how much land this man had for each
trailer.

Mrs. Hall said that the main reason they came was to let the Council

know abuut these problems so they could get some help.

Councilman Allen

asked if the City had an ordinance for outside toilets.

The Mayor said no

•and that he wanted them to check to see if this man was overloading his septic
tanks.
yes.

Councilman Allen asked if the creek was polluted.

The answer was

The Mayor said that it rru-.y be that we will have to bring in a state

m.in on this situation.

Councilman Hoke suggested that we write Mr. Pritt,

the owner of the trailer court, a letter asking for a blue-print of the
trailer court and details of the facilities.
done.

The Mayor said this would be

The Mayor s^id that on the signs and crosswalks that the State Road

Commission came along and took our signs down but that we had painted cross-
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walks before without their permission even though we weren't suppose to.
Hall asked i<ihy they would do this when the children's safety was at risk.

Mrs.
It

was suggested that a letter be written to the State Road asking permission to
put signs up here.

Kenneth West, a resident on Washington Avenue, said that the City
garbage trucks were coining through Washington Avenue on their way to the
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land fill and they were leaving litter and mud on their road. He said they
were using Washington Avenue instead of the access road. The Mayor said there
was no other way for them to go in to the land fill because the access road
was not paved and would not stand up in the bad weather.

The Mayor said that

the trucks that came in did not weigh that much and that they did use the
access road until it got too bad. Mr. West said the trucks were tearing up the
road and that he could not open the dorrs because in five minutes the dust
would be so thick he could write his name on the furniture. Mr. West brought
up the fact that behind his house it was still swampy and the Mayor s--id the
reason they were not filling in here was that when they started gilling in here
the people would not give an easement. Councilman Williamson had a petition
from the land owners here objecting to the trucks traveling on Washington
Avenue. Mr. West said that they could park the cars so the trucks could not
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get through there and that it would be legal for them to do so. The Mayor said
that it would not be legal, that these trucks were the same width as a fire
truck and that if they did block the road he would send a wrecker up to tow
away the cars. Mr. West said he would go and get his car and park it there
again. The Mayor said that it would be towed away again and that the owner
had to pay for the towing away of the car. The Mayor said they would keep the
street as clean as possible. Mr. West said they had only cleaned this street
two times in two years, and that he felt a new access road should be built.
The Mayor said that with the elevation there were certain times of the year
they couldn't use the access road. Mr. West suggested that we use the access
road whenever possible and use Washington just when we had to. The Mayor said
he would have the City Engineer check and see if were ruining the road with
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the trucks. Mr. West said that for the inconvenience it caused it would be
better to use the access road. Mr. Dixon, another resident of Washington
Avenue, said that the Ohio-Apex trucks came in here and they carry about
30 drums weighing 500 pounds and that these trucks were ruining the street.
He said he'd called Council members on this a couple of times and nothing
was done. He went on to say that the access road was very solid and that
he understood it was closed for one man who had a brick house. He said
that the trucks threw mud on the street and that they wouldn't even fill
the holes up with cinder.

The Mayor said he thought they had filled these

holes and suggested that the members of the Council fo and take a look at
the situation. Mr. Dixon said that we were allowing a Chemical Company to
dump in here.

He went on to say that since this had started the value of his

house had gone down $3,000. Mr. West said he thought the land fill was a

I

good thing but that it was being handled wrong. The Mayor said that the man
they sent down from the Health Department said this was the best he'd seen
around. Councilman Hoke asked if the access road was a recognized road.
The Mayor said that it was.

Mr. Dixon said that since Mr. Moody had left the

situation had gotten worse. He went on to say that the new foreman, Jesse
Harrison, came through here at lj.0 and 5>0 miles per hour and that he acted as
though he owned the City of Nitro.
The Mayor said we have in our budget money for a new cruiser and that
we do have one car that is pretty well shot and the Police have asked that we
go ahead as quick as we can to replace the car. He asked Council to give
permission to ask for bids.

Councilman Allen asked if we would have the

same specificatLons. The Mayor said that we would. It was agreed by Council

I

that we should get air-conditioning. Councilman Allen suggested that we go
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ahead and get the equipment for the new car so that we will have it ready
to be mounted on the cruiser. The Mayor said that in this case we would

I

transfer the equipment on the old car onto the new one.
Thereupon, Councilman Allen moved that we go ahead and get bids for
a new cruiser. Motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman
Hoke's motion for adjournment carried.

S.XVIV. v

¥. \'l. Alexander, Mayor

Grao^ Lewis, Recorder

i

i
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August 19, 1969
The City Council met in regular session August 19* 1969.
There were present: W. T-T. Alexander; Mayor, Dr. it. V. Allen, E. L.
Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom M.
Waldorf, and Kenton L. Williamson, member's of the Council. Grace Lewis,
Recorder, being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes of meeting August £ be approved.
Motion seconded by Councilm,m Waldorf and carried.
Luke Michael, City Attorney, presented the notice for protest meeting
to Council on the second grouping. The Mayor said that at this late date it
would be necessary to delete l|1st Street from the program. Mr. Michael told
Council that any foreign corporation must be given notice 30 days before

I

any action and that the service station on said street was owned by such a
corporation.

Councilman Allen asked if this was the same notice presented to

Council at the previous meeting. Mr. Michael answered that it was not, but it
was the ssme form.

Councilman Mien sidd he could not understand why we had

to have two legal notices. The Mayor said the engineer had the other group
ready and since it is so late in the year he decided to make it two phases,
recapping and new construction.

It was decided to lave Iilst Street in with

the second grouping.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved to ask for bids and to set the protest
meeting for the second grouping for October 7 on the proposed improvements.
Motion seconded by Councilman Kniceley and carried.

I
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON
THE FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS OR PUBLIC WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO,
•KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA: CEDAR STRUCT BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH
KANAWHA AVENUE; (Kanawha Co. ) IVY STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS
INTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION KITH KANAWHA
AVENUE; (Ktoavha Co.) SHORT STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION
WITH PENWOOD AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH GRAFTON AVENUE;
(Kanawha Co.) THIRTY NINTH STREET EAST BEGINNING AT THE END OF
EXISTING CONCRETE PAVEMENT AT OLD CORPORATION LINE AND EXTENDING
IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH EASTER ROAD;
(Putnam Co.) THIRD AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
THIRTY NINTH STREET EAST TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH FORTIETH STREET;
(Putnam Co.) FORTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; (Putnam Co.).
Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the'.City
of Nitro to permanently improve the portions of the streets and
public ways descrived above in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County
and Putnam County, West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining,
paving, re-paving, surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing, recurbing, guttering, and otherwise permanently improving said streets
or public ways and by constructing, providing and renewing any such
improvements or other permanent public improvements in and on said
above named streets and public ways, or portions thereof, and including any intersections, as the Common Council of the City of Nitro
may deem proper and to assess the cost of such improvements on the property abutting said portions of said streets and public ways.

I
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The proposals to make such improvements and the plans,
specifications, profiles and estimates will be considered by the
Common Council of the City of Nitro at a public meeting to be held
on the 7th day of October, 1969, at 8:00 o'clock P. M., at the City
Building in said City of Nitro, abutting owners or interested parties
will be given an opportunity to protest or be heard at said meeting or
any adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th day of August, 1969CITY OF NITRO
By:

Grace Lewis
City Recorder

I
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The Mayor pointed out there were several people present from 12th Street
and he told these people that the Council decided at the last Council meeting
that no more streets were to be deleted until the protest meeting which would
be held September 2 for their group.
The Mayor said that we had writtn Mr. Pritt a letter regarding his trailer
court and we requested him to bring in a drawing of his property with the facilities. Mr. Pritt brought such a drawing in last week. At the present time
he has six trailers on his property and he has 73,032 square footage of property.

He is planning to add fice more trailers to his court. He has three

septic tanks and the Health Department told him that he had the best systems
of any other property around. He has a 350 gallon tank which takes care of
one trailer,, a 500 gallon tank taking care of two trailers and a 700 gallon

I

tank taking care of three trailers.

Councilman Allen said that he felt we

should let the people out there know that this man is complying with the la-win everyway he can. It was brought up that this man was said to have been
planning to buy more property to put more trailers on. The Mayor said that
it was made apparent to the man that he could not buy more land for trailers.
Mr. Pritt said he had no intention of buying more Land. The Mayor said he
only had to h-^ve 21; sq. 'ft. per trailer and that he could put in three times
as many trailers and still be within the law but that Mr. Pritt only wanted
eleven. The Mayor said he was of the opinion that so many trailers are being
used that Council should take some kind of action to allow for them and that
the Council should take a long look at this area becauee.it wjruld be a .very
good location for trailers.

I

Councilman Allen said that he and Councilman Waldorf went out to check
on the two areas which were reported to be health hazards and that something
does have to be done. They are throwing garbage out and the building is
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ready to fall down.

Councilman Allen went on to say that the building

imspector should go out there and do something right away.

The Mayor said,

I

to get rid of the building we sould have to go before the Court and condemn the building. Mr. Michael said that we could probably move on it being
a health hazard. Councilrm>ri Allen said there were several people living here.
Councilman Hoke said we might be able to get the County Health Department down
here. Mr. Michael suggested that we also get in touch with the State Health
Department.

Councilman Kniceley pointed out that we had discussed the garbage

situation before.

Mr. Michael said he was working on an ordinance for this

now and that he should have it for the Council at the next meeting.
Mayor said he would get hold of the County

The

and State Health Departments and

see when they could come down and look over the situation.

Councilman Waldorf

said that if they would condemn the building and it could not be rented Mr.
Harrison would have to te.;-<T it down.

The Mayor said that Mr. Harrison would

riot tear it down even if it was condemned and that he would not even give the
City permission to tear it down.

I

Councilman Waldorf asked how long it would

take to get the County and State Health Departments down to look at this arid
how long it would take.

The Mayor said that it probably would not take too

long.
Councilman Allen said that Mr. Miller on 21st Street was wondering about
a shield, for the street light in front of his house. This light is being
updated and is to give out more light and will shine directly into his
daughters bedroom window.

The Mayor said that after the light was put'in

we would check to see if a shield \rould affect the amount of light it gives
off.
Councilman Allen said that over at the entrance gate to the park there
was a place where the sidewalk is broken off and that it is a high place and

I
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it is very dangerous. He went on to so.y that with all the people who will be
over there we should do something about this.

He said the problem could be

taken care of by putting steps here. The Mayor said that this was about two
feet from the ground and it is dangerous. Councilman Goodwin asked whether
they could make it a gradual incline but it was decided that steps would be
easier.

The Mayor said that three steps would probably handle it.

Councilman Allen said that he had been asked when the hole on 26th
Street would be fixed. This is in front of Mr. Fridley's house. The Mayor
said that we would be doing more patching before fall and that we would get
26th Street at that time.
Councilman Kniceley said there was a place out at Brookhaven where the
people are stacking tocks and making walls. He said some of these are very

I

prettu but one family was just making a ness and it didn't look nice.

The

man's name is Gonzales. Councilman Allen said that the man. may be planning
to plant flowers here or put shrubs or something here and that it could turn
out to be the prettiest one around there.
The Mayor said he felt we should put in another fire hydrant in Brookhaven. He said that we liked to keep these one thousand feet apart and now
there is seventeen hundred feet between the last one and he felt we should
also put in another street light at the end. He went on to say that they
are going to put the playground in this area and this was one reason we needed
to put the fire hydrant and street light in.
Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley-moved that the Mayor go ahead if the line
is all right and order a fire hydrant and also another street light for this

I

area. Motion seconded by Councilman Goodwin and carried.
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Councilman Tidquist asked if anyone had had complaints about rats.
The members of the Council said they had not. Councilman Tidquist said

I

he had complaints about rats around 10th, 11th, and 12th Streets.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman
Hoke moved we adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Williamson
and carried.

VV.VA.-i,

V. W. Alexander, Mayor

Grace Lewis, Recorder

I

I
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The City Council met In regular session September 2, 1969.

I

There were present: w. ¥. Alexander; Ma/or, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Tom,M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the Council.

Council-

man Goodwin being absent.
Mayor .Alexander called the meeting to order.
Councilman Kniceley moved the minutes of the August 19 meeting be
approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf und carried.
The Recorder Advised the Council that the notice to abutting property
owners of the proposed permanent improvements had been published for three (3)
successive weeks in the Kanuwhs. Valley Leader ;:.s directed by Council order.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved the publishers affidavit be made s part

I

of the minutes of this meeting. Said motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf
and carried upon a vote.
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

>

State of Hest Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I, M. K. Buster

, Manager of Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly News-

paper of general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, do solemnly swear that the annexed
LEGAL NOTICE

I

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE
FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS OR PUBLIC WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY,
T.JS3T VIRGINIA: BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTIETH
STREET ID ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 feet south of center line of
Seventh Street) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; TWSLB'Tff'STREET
BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH
THIRD AVENUE; FOURTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; SEVENTEENTH STREET BEGINNING
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WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE; EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; 'TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH
ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE.

I

Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City of Nitro
to permanently improve the portions of the streets and public ways described
above in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, by grading, regrading, draining, paving, re-paving, surfacing, re-surfacing, widening,
curbing, re-curbing, guttering, and otherwise permanently improving said
streets or public ways and by constructing, providing and renewing any such
improvements or other permanent public improvements in and on said above
named streets and public ways, or portions thereof, and including any intersections, as the Common Council of the City of Nitro may deem proper and to
assess the cost of such improvements on the property abutting said portions
of said streets and public ways.
The proposals to make such improvements and the plans, specifications,
profiles, and estimates will be considered by the Common Council of the City
of Nitro at a public meeting to be held on the
2nd day
September ,
1969, at 8;00 o'clock P. M. at the City Building in said City of Nitro.
Any abutting owners or interested parties will be given an opportunity to
protest or be heard at said meeting or any adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Council of the City of Nitro on the 5th day of
August, 1969.

I

CITY OF NITRO
By: Grace Lewis
City Recorder
WPS duly published in said paper once a week for three successive weeks,,
commencing with the issue of the
ending with the issue of the

21st

7th

day of August

, 196£, and

day of August , 196£> ^nd was posted

at the Court house of Kanawha County on
Manager, H. K. Boster
Kanawha Valley Leader
Subscribed arid sworn to before me this 2nd day of September, 1969-

James Jefferies
Notary Public for Kanawha County, VJest Virginia
My commission expires August 28, 1972.
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The Mayor said there were people present believing their streets would
be discussed and that some of these were not until October 7. He went on^fco
say that the streets in this program were Bank Street, Second Avenue, lijth,
17th, 13th and 21st Streets.

21st is from First to Third Avenue.

A resident

from 16th Street said his was under the impression that 16th would be brought
up.

The Mayor Informed the gentleman that 16th Street had already been de-

leted from the program, that they were only going to repair the street.
Second Avenue beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its
intersection with Twenty-first Street was discussed at this time. The engineers
estimate on this is $U'56 per front foot from First Avenue to Nineteenth Street.
Bob Marshall asked if this was a guaranteed estimate. The Mayor answered that
it was riot, but that if it went over 10$ Council would reject it. Mr. Gandee
asked where we got the $i|..5>6, and said that he had a newer estimate which was

I

$5.53-

Councilman Allen asked if the prices were advertised in the newspapers,;

The Mayor answered that it was not.

Councilman Allen said he had quoted figures

tc people and that since the estimates had changed he had told the people wrong.
Mr. Gandee explained that the first estimate was a. map estimate and the new one
is from a field survey, that the number of drop inlets caused the increase.
Councilman Williamson asked if some of the drop inlets could be deleted to
enable lowering the cost. Mr. Bandee said we could but he did not want to
quote a lower figure and then have the actual price be higher, but he preferred to give an estimate that would show what the highest price would be.
Mr. Marshall asked if the property owners ever paid on paving here. The Mayor
said the only time there was ever any assessment rna.de on Second Avenue was
when it was widened and resurfaced in 1953 and we had a bond issue paying 1/3

I

and the property owners paid 2/3.
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Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved that Second Avenue from its intersection
•with First Avenue to its intersection with 19th Street be resurfaced. Said

I

motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf and upon voting carried.
Second Avenue from its intersection with 19th Street to its intersection
•with 21st Street. The Mayor said there was a bad situation in front of the
schools where the buses sit and run their motors.

He went on to say that on

that side of the street there would be an eleven (11) foot strip of heavy reinforcement concrete which the Board of Education is to pay for.

That part

will cost $19.08 per front foot and the cost on the other side of the street,
which property owners will pay, is $5.23- Mr. Marshall said he did not know why
we, as the property owners, should pay for the school boards property.

"I know

ours is a. reduced rate but we don't use the road that much and I don't see why
we should have to pay the expenses of paving this street. We are paying more
than the rest of Second Avenue. '"•

Councilman Kniceley said that Mr. Marshall

I

was paying 30 cents less than the other people. Mr. Marshall said he did not
see why the property owners should pay any of this because the buses travel these
toads most and they are the reason it is so torn up.

The Mayor said there was

no doubt that the buses have had a great deal to do with the damage, but that
we have gone as far as we can legally on this. Mr. Marshall said he appreciated
this, but, still felt the property owners should not have to pay for the damage
the buses do. Mr. Witry asked if there was any City that paid for the paving of
roads. The Mayor said the only way you can pave is for it to be assessed to property owners, that none of the Cities pay for the paving.
Thereupon, Councilman Waldorf moved that we resurfa.ee this portion of Second
Avenue.

Seconded by Councilman Kniceley. All voted in favor of this street

being resurfaced with the exception of Councilman Williamson.

I
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Bank Street beginning with its intersection with Twentieth Street to its
intersection with Twenty-first Street.

The engineers estimate on Bank Street

was $i|.i|.1 per front foot.
There being no protests on Bank Street, Councilman Hoke moved said street
be resurfaced. Seconded by Councilman Allen. Motion carried.
Twelfth Street beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its
intersection with Third Avenue. Engineer estimate is $3.U3-

Councilman

Kniceley pointed out ttu.t this price was up from $2.5>8. He said that he had
a petition from 12th Street with 23 signatures out of 2br lots and that he had
checked these very carefully.
Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley moved that 12th Street be deleted from the
program.

Councilman Allen seconded the motion.

Upon a vote, motion carried.

Fourteenth Street beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to

I

its intersection with Third Avenue. Councilman Kniceley presented a petition
with 18 signatures out of 2k lots.

He said there were people present from lUth

Street with whom the Council may wish to speak. He went oil to say that the
price was up from $2.75 to $3-15 siicl that we were paving Second Avenue and
hitting the people on the corners Awfully hard. Councilman Kniceley said that
Second Avenue needed work very much but he thought that li|.th Street could w--dt
for awhile.
Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley moved that lUth Street be deleted from the
program. Motion seconded by Councilman Williamson.
Councilman Hoke asked the engineer what his opinion of the surface on these
streets was.

Mr. Gandee said he believed there were some openings in the streets

that should be sealed off if we did not resurface.

I

He went on to say that it

will have to be done eventually and • delay would not make too much of a difference.

There was a discussion on sealing the openings off.

Mr. Gandee said*that
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it would cost very little to do this work.

Councilman Tidquist suggested the

City look into this sealer as a measure of preserving the streets.

The Mayor

I

instructed Mr. Gandee, as engineer, to look into this.
Upon a vote, motion to delete lUth Street from the paving program carried.
Seventeenth Street beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to
its intersection with Second Avenue. The engineers estimate being $3-30.
Councilman Hoke presented a petition from 17th Street with 13 signatures out
of 17.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved that 17th Street be deleted from the program, seconded by Councilman Allen. Motion carried.
Eighteenth Street beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its
intersection with Second Avenue.

Councilman Hoke recommended this street be

left on the program, that it was in very bad shape and needed the work. The
estimate is $3.20. There were no petitions presented.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved 18th Street be resurfaced.

Motion was

I

seconded by Councilman Kniceley and carried.
Twenty-first Street beginning with its intersection1..with First Avenue to
its intersection with Third Avenue. Engineers estimate is $7-98. There were
no protests.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved that 21st Street be resurfaced. Motion
seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.
Councilman Allen said he felt we should notify these people in some way
that <? leirris placed against their property and it is there responsibility to
get it paid off. The Recorder explained we handled it as the law states it
and each one is sent a statement telling them they have such a period to pay
it.
them.

Councilman Allen said they should be notified that this will go against
The Mayor said he did not believe that anyone in town did not know

this. lie went on to say that there has riot been one that has gotten a release

I
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that hasn't been told wh^t to do with it.

I

Councilman Allen s:;id that they

should be told before this if they don't pay the Certificates that it Trill go
on a lein.

The Mayor said that the entire roll of assessments is recorded at

the Court House regardless.
goes on record.

This has to be legally publicized and then it

The certificates must be made up and a lein must be made on

each assessment regardless of when it is paid.
Thereupon, Luke Michael presented a paving ordinance to Council.
Councilman Kniceley moved that the ordinance be passed but that 12th Street,
liltli Street and 1?th Street be left out. Motion seconded by Councilman
Waldorf end carried.
PAVING ORDINANCE

I

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO DECLARING THE NECESSITY
AND CONVENIENCE OF PERMANENTLY IMPROVING CERTAIN DESIGNATED STREETS OR
PORTIONS THEREOF IN THE CITY OF NITRO, i/EST VIRGINIA: PROVIDING FOR
THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF SAID STRJiSTS OR PORTIONS THEREOF: APPROVING
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS: PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE BIDS, CONTRACT AND
SUPERVISION: PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT BY ASSESSING THE TOTAL COST ON ABUTTING
PROPERTY AND THE ISSUANCE OF ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATES; ALL A3 PROVIDED BY
ARTICLE 8, CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF WEST VIRGINIA, AS AMENDED.
TvHEREAS, the Council of the City of Nitro has caused notice to be given

to abutting property owners as provided in Section 3, Article 8, Chapter 8 of
the Code of Vest Virginia, as amended by the Acts of the Legislature of I9k9,
and subsequent amendments, by publication in the Kanawha Valley Leader, the
only newspaper of general circulation in said City, once 3. week for three
successive weeks, commending on the
on the

21st

7th

day of

August , 1959, and ending

day of ..August , 1969, that a public meeting would be held

at the City Building in said City on the 2nd day of September, 1969, for the
purpose of considering a resolution of ordinance declaring the necessity or
convenience of the preraanent improvement of certain streets intersections^, and

I

public way or p o r t o n s thereof in said City, and giving an opportunity to
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abutting owners and other interested persons to protest and be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of same, which street and public ways or

I

portons thereof are descrived as follows:
THE FOLLOIH'IG NAMED STREETS OR PUBLIC WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KAN.MIA
COUNTY, WEST VIRffilNI,':: BANK STREET BEGINNING wITII ITS INTERSECTION WITH
TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION wITH TWENTY FIRST STRICT; SECOND AVENUE
BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 feet south of center line
of Seventh Street) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; EIGHTEENTH
STREET BEGINNING wI'TH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH SECOND AVENUE; TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE.
WHEREAS, prior to said public meeting there have been prepared plans, specifications and estimates of the proposed improvements by Robert R. Anderson,
Engineer for said City of Nitro, showing the proposed grade :.-nd sufficient
dy.t-.' for any owner of abutting property to calculate Approximately what propor-

I

tionate part of the estimated cost thereof might be assessed against his property,
and said plans, specifications and estimates have been on file with the Recorder
of said City arid open to the inspection of all interested persons; andj
WHEREAS, a hearing was duly held pursuant to said notice, at which all
abutting owners and interested persons were given an opportunity to protest .arid
be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of said resolution or ordinance;
and
WHEREAS, acting under the authority of the lo.st paragraph of Section 2 of
Article 8 of Chapter 8 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, and regardless
of the validity or invalidity of any petitions which may have heretofore been
submitted to the Council, the Council by vote of more th.-ja three-fourths
of its members, deems it advisable, necessary and convenient to provide for such
improvements and to assess the entire cost thereof upon abutting property and
owners thereof.

I
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NOW, THEREOF,, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
'VEST VIRGINIA:
"'': SECTION 1.

That the certificate of publicvbicn of the notice of s,-id

meeting bjc the Kanawh- Valley Leader, the only newspaper of general circulation
in said City of Nitro, and a copy of said notice be,

.-aid the same are hereby

made a part of the minutes of the Council and the Recorder is hereby authorized
to spread the same upon the record of said meeting.
SECTION 2.

Tha.t following its own independent investigation and upon

its own authority as provided by law, the Council by the affirmative vote of
more than three-courts of its members, hereby declares it to be necessary and
convenient to permanently improve by grading, regrading, paving arid repaving,
surfacing and re-surfacirig, with base and drainage and making other incidental
permanent improvements in accordance with the plans, specifications and profiles

I

heretofore filed, as modified _.nd tended, the following described streets and
portions thereof in the City of Hitro as provided by said plans, specifications
and profiles:
BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH SrWifiWTISTH STREET' TO IT
INTERSECTION WITH TT/ENTY FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (?5 feet south of center line of Seventh Street) TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH TT-JENTY FIRST STREET; EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH
ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRaT AVEIHJE TO ITS INTERSECTION I-'ITH SECOND AVENUE;
TT'/EtJTY FIRbT STREET BEGMNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; AND
which said plans, specifications, profiles and estimates are on file with the
City Recorder and are referred to in the recitals to the resolution; and the
said plans, specifications, profiles and estimates c.jre hereby approved and adopted for the permanent improvement of said streets and portions thereof, and
said improvements are hereby authorized and shall be made under the supervision

I

and direction of Robert R. Anderson, Engineer for said City.
SECTION 3-

The grades of said streets and portions thereof shall be the

same as shown on s.dd plans.

SECTION U-

After independent investigation by the Council, each respec-

tive lot or parcel of real estate abutting on any part of any portion of said,

I

streets and public ways above described is hereby found and described to be
speci;-.ll benegited by the proposed improvements abutting such lot or parcel
of real estate to an extent substantially greater than the costs to be assessed.
against such abutting lot or parcel of land.
SECTION 5-

The total cost of the improvements, including the cost of im-

provements at and within intersections, and including all items of costs mentioned in Section 5, Article 8, Chapter 8 of the Code of Vest Virginia, as
amended, shall be apportioned to and assessed against and borne by the lots
or poreels of lend and other properties abutting upon the respective portions
of streets or other public ways hereby authorized to be improved, arid upon
which said improvements shall have been made. Each lot or parcel of land so
assessed with that portion of the total cost of the improvements on the entire
portions of <-ny street or public way herein authorized to be improved, which is

I

represented by the proportion which the abutting frontage in feet of said lot
or parcel of land be;:rs to the total abutting frontage in feet of rill the assessable lots or parcels of land abutting on any respective portion of H street or
of said Code, as amended, except however, tha.t said plans and specifica.tioris
provide for a nine inch re-enforced concrete parking Lane 11 feet in width,
adjacent to the northerly curb of Second Avenue between 19th Street and 21st
Street; the Council doth find that said concrete land will be of no benefit to
the property corners abutting the south side all as set forth in the Engineers
report dated September 2, 1969, and the cost of said strip shall be borne by
the property owners abutting the north side of sai.. d parking Lane.

I
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I

SECTION 6. The cost so apportioned shall be assessed against the respective abutting lots or parcels of land and shall be paid in ten (10)
equal installments, the first to be and become due thirty (30) days after
levying of the assessment for the improvements, and the other nine (9) installments to be and become due one (1) each year for nine (9) years thereafter, dl at the rate of six per centum (6%) per annum from the date of the
assessments, provided that on failure of the owner of the property assessed
to pay any installment as and when due, and such default continuing for sixty
(60) days, then at the option of the holder of the certificates evidencing'any
such assessment the entire balance thereof may be decided immediately due and
payable, and the holder of the certificates may forthwith proceed to enforce the
collection thereof.
SECTION 7.

I

Certificates shall be issued evidencing said assessments and

each installment of principal and interest payable.

Said certificates shall

be payable to the bearer and be signed by the Mayor and Recorder and shall
refer to the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, and shall each show
the amount and date of the assessment and describe the property against which
the assessment is laid, describing the same as to the ownership, amount, frontage
and briefly as to location. The property abutting the portion of the street,
ally, easement or public way improved shall be subject to a lien, from the
date of the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, for the payment of
the costs of the improvements assessed against said property, and said assessments shall be and constitute liens in the hands of the holders of said certificates upon the respective lots and lands assessed and shall have priority over
all other liens except those for land taxes due the state, county and munici-

I

pality and except liens for pre-existing special assessments; and the Scdd
assessment shall bs levied and paid, with interest thereof, and said certifl-
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cates shall be issued, enforceable arid otherwise, in all respects, subject
to the provisions of said Chapter 8, Article 8 of the Code of West Virginia,
as amended. Each installment of said assessment on each certificate, which

I

coupon shall evidence such installment shall refer to the date of the resolution levying said assessment snd the time when said instilment is due, and
shcall be signed in the name of the City of Kitro, by the facsimile signature
of the Mayor, attested by the facsimile signature of the Recorder.
SECTION 8. The Recorder shall forthiwith advertise for bids for said
improvements to be made in accordance with said plans arid specifications therefore.

Such advertisement shall be made by publication aL least once a week for

two successive weeks in the Kanawna Valley Leader, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Nitro, but not necessarily published therein. The contract shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder, but the advertisement for
bids shall reserve to the City the right to reject any and all bids therefor.
The work done under such contract, when let, shall be paid for by delivering

I

to the contractor assessment certificates as above provided in lieu of c..-.sh.
SECTION 9-

Upon the completion of the improvements, the City Engineer

is hereby directed ro prepare and submit to the Council his report showing the
cost of such permanent improvements, the numbers and descriptions of the lots
and parcels of land abutting other-1 matters as may be necessary in order to levy
an assessment against said abutting property in accordance with the provisions
of Chapter 8, Article 8, of the Code of West Virginia as .amended by the Legislature of West Virginia, Regular Session 19U9-

Upon the filing of said Engi-

neer's report with the Recorder, the Recorder is hereby directed to give notice
in the name of the City to the owners of the property to be assessed according

I

I

to said Engineer's report that on or ofter date named in said notice a.n assessment may be laid Against the property so improved as embodied in said Engineer's
report.

Said notice shall state that the owner or owners whose property is to

be assessed, or other interested party, may on said date appear before the
Council to move the revision or correction of such proposed Assessment.

Such

notice shall be by publication once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the County and shall show the total cost of
the improvement, the several frontages abutting thereon and respectibe amounts
to be assessed against the abutting property, with a description of the respective abutting lots and lands as to ownership, frontage, arid location.
SECTION 10.

The attorney for the City is hereby directed to prepare

and submit to the Council thereof, such notices, ordinances and information as

I

may be required by the Council for the laying of the Assessments and issuance
of the certificates as aforesaid. ^
Luke Michael presented the notice to contractors at this time.

The M^yor

said that in order to give enough time for the notice to contractors to be
Advertised the earliest date we could have these bids back in would be September
23, ci week after the regula Council meeting.

The Mayor said that if the Council

wished we could set it up for that night and have an additional meeting or that
we could postpone the meeting which would normally beheld September 16 till
the next week.

Councilman Kniceley asked if there w.vs :-ny reason we could not

postpone the meeting. The Mayor answered there was not.
Therupon, Councilman Hoke moved that the September 16 meeting be postponed until the 23. Motion seconded by Councilman Kniceley and carried.

I

Councilman Waldorf moved that the notice to contractors be approved.
Motion seconded by Councilman Williamson and carried.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

THE CITY OF NITRO will receive sealed proposals for the paving, re-paving,
widening, surfacing, re-surfacing, grading, draining, curbing and guttering and
otherwise permanently improving same, upon and. along Bunk Street beginning with
its intersection with Twentieth Street to its intersection, with Twenty First
Street; Second Avenue beginning with its intersection with First Avenue (95 feet
south of center line of Seventh Street) to its intersection with Twenty First
Street; EfghteenihStreet beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to
its intersection with Second Avenue; Twenty First Street beginning with its
intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue.

I

Proposals will be received only on and in accordance with forms furnished
by the City Recorder, i !ork must be performed in accordance with plans, specifications, profiles and estimates on file with Grace Lewis, City Recorder.
payment for said work will be iru.de by certigic^tes in the manner set out in the
bid proposal forms. The contractor shall deposit a certified check or bidder's
bond in the amount of Five percent (5^0 of the bid price and furnish letter committing performance bond.
All bids shall be sealed and in the hands of Gri^ce Lewis, City Recorder on
or before
o'clock p. M. E3T,
cUy of
, witi. Bids
will be opened and publicly read at the City Hall, in the Council Chamber at a
meeting of the Council to be held on the
day of
. 1969, o.t
o'clock P. M. S3T. The City reserves the right to reject any and all
bids or to waive any irregularities in bids.
Plans, specifications .and proposal sheets may be obtained at the Office of
Grace Lewis, City Recorder.

I

GRACE LEWIS3 CITI RECORDER
CITY OF NITRO
Mr. Gandee asked wh^t the deadline would be for the bids to be in.
Mayor said the deadline was usually set at U:00 or U:30.

The

It was decided th^t

the deadline be set at U:30, September 23Bids were then passed out on police cruisers.
Cargill Motors, Inc.

2390.00

Tag G.dyec-n, Inc.

3033-65

Harvey Shreve "Ford, Inc.

2785-00

Childers Chevrolet

2883.27

C & 0 Motors, Inc.

2625-00

The Bids read oS follows:

I

The lovest bidder being Cargill ;.nd C & 0.

It w^s asked vh,,t the pre-

I

fer .--jice w'..s of the Police Deportment as to wanting ;j Ford or 'Chevrolet.

The

Mayor s,d.d that he had only talked to Captain F-'lmer and Lt. Johnston and both
preferred •.; Ford.

They were of the opinion th,..t the Chevrolet was not going

to hold up as long as it should :jid they would rather h,:.ve the Ford.

Couricilm:.,ri

Waldorf suggested that the Council give the Mayor the authority to tcJJc to the
Police Department and then decide which v^s preferred by them and then he could
go ahead and order such a car.

The Mayor s;.id that if he did this he would have

the men to sign a paper showing what there preference was so that he could show
Covjivil if any questions were asked.
and C & 0.
the cars.

It x-jas asked if it would be between Cargill

Councilman Allen pointed out that we h,,d to worry about service on
Councilman Tidquist s:ld th<at for the difference of $5.00 on the

Fords it looked like Harvey Shreve would be closer.

I

H;~rvey ohreve :nd Cargill were closely studied.

At this time the bids from

Councilm,..n T''::ldorf said we should

go with the low bidder or we would ruin the wv.y bids were taker..

Councilman

Allen said that we m^y be better off if we decided to o,J'e bids only from in the
City limits Mid that, it w,..s southing to think about.
Therepon, Counc ilm^i VJ.:ildorf moved that the Mayor be given the power to
poll the Police Department and to order the a^c after such poll.

Motion was

seconded by Councilrric-ai Williamson and carried.
The M^yor presented a resolution at this line which he asked Council to
adop t.
RESOLUTION
1-7H5REA3J proposals for construction of new w^ter treatment facilities in
Charleston have created L. growing concern for the economic health of the Kanawha

I

V.;.lley's residential and business-industrial consumers, and

38
^HIEIiRAS, Council is of the opinion that an independent feasibility study
should, be nr.de of the water needs of the entire Kanawha County, find

I

'WIiat"3A3, federal assistance for making such study can more likely bo obt ained if the regj on involved is larger than the boundaries of a municipality
or the area served by a single waterworks system.
NCI-J, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that City Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, recommend to the Kanawha County Court th^t the Regional Development Authority of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, Metropolitan. Region
of the Kanayha County Planning and Zoning Coinmission make or have rn^de a comprehensive studyof ;...ll aspects of present .and projected ivvter consumption in Kanawha
County, of -11 publicly and priv.-.tely ovried waterworkssystems and other sources
of water supply now furnishing or providing water to individual, business, induotri,.,! and governmental consumers in K-auiwha County, ,jiid of alternative water
systems :;:nd sources, both publicly and privately owned and operated, for the purpose of making findings and recommendations ^s "GO what single or multiple water-

I

works systems and sources would best supply and provide w,.~ter to consumers.
CounciliiicJi U-ldorf asked whether this meant that we were supporting the
study of the Regional Development Authority.

The Mayor Said that it

did.

Councilman Waldorf asked that in supporting this would it help us in getting
^-.ssistance.

The Mcyor said this was the only way we would be able to obtain

any assistance.

Councilman Hoke .,sked whether the other Cities were doing this.

The ?layor said they were.
Thereupon, Councilman Hiili_,rasou moved we adopt said resolution.
conded by Councilman lifillidinson.

Motion se-

Councilman W'j.ldorf asked if the W. Va. Water

V'crks w,--s going to continue with their program.

The M^yor Gr.ad he did i,aa know.

Councilman /'Hn 3;-id he felt we should h..ve dome so;uething like this :. long time
•-go - nd he w_s in f;:vor of it.

Upon a vote, motion carried.
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Mr. H. A. Hechesky from Hillside Drive introduced himself ,iid two other
residents from this are-a, Denver Peters and T. J. Shelly. He presented a

I

petition frou the residents of Hillside Drive asking the City of Nitro to:
(1) Sxpedit? the paving of Wilson Street.

(2) Have merchants in the immediate

.•••rea keep from and refrain from using their property as a trash dump and to keep
all refuse contained either in a tr_.sh house or barrels securely closed.

(3) The

property fronting on the north side of 1st Avenue and running between Center
Finance and Treather-Tite is a. breeding place for all sorts of flying pests and
crawling pests.

It is c disgrace to the City much less a nuisance ,,s it is nearly

impossible to enjoy a comfortable evening.

Spraying regularly as in the past

has not been done this year.
After discussion on 'these three problems the Mayor said bh.ab we would try
to get these things straightened out.

He said that he believed we had sprayed

the area around We, bher-Iite more this year than ever before.

Mr. Shelby 3..id

he did not think so. The Mayor said that if his orders were being Carried out
that we had.

I

These complaints are to be looked into.

Councilman Allen s^dd the stop sign on Dupont had been torn clown and that
there w,:.s a wreck here with a car and truck.

He said that they should see that

this sign be put back up as soon as possible .-.<.s it did cause ;- hazard.

The

Mayor said that Mr. Bsiley vv.s told to t.Jte c.ore of 'this and that if he hadn't
done so yet he would remind him.
Councilman Waldorf commented on the stop light on 21st Street and 2nd
Avenue.

He asked whether this was a new light.

The Mayor said that it w,.s not

that it had been pointed blrjck to help see the light better.

Councilman Waldorf

said that you could distinguish between the red .and the green better.

It was

suggested that members of the Council pay attention to the light and that if they
receive any complants about the light lasting too long that the yellow light
lasted 29 seconds and the red and green lasted 20 seconds.

I

Councilman Allen asked whether the blinker light h.,.d been installed on

I

llOth Street yet.

The Mayor said that it h ,d been arid it w<..s reported to be

helping the situation there.
Councilman Tidquist said that he had been asked by sever,,,! workers at
Viscose to request the Council to take down the sign which is placed on Plant
Road which makes it illegal to make ;-, right, turn from Plant Road toward the
Park.

Councilman Hoke s,,dd he didn't believe we should take this sign down,

that we would gust be letting the traffic go up p:,st the school which we were
trying to eliminate.
turning there anyway.

Councilman Tidquist said that a lot of the workers irere
Councilman Allen said th'it we should enforce the law more.

The Mayor asked the Traffic Committee to check on this and mtke a report, at
the next meeting.
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried.

I

eV.us.

I

\.
X VVX

W. Alexander,, Mayor
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The City Council met in regular session September 23, 1969.
There were present: W. V. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,

I

Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.
Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williemson, members of City Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order and Rev. Janes Hornton of the
Nitro First Baptist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke-moved the minutes of September 1, 1969 be approved.
Motion seconded by Councilman Williamson and carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved the financial statement for the month of August
be accepted. Motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.
The Mayor pointed out that we were supposed to have had the bids in tonight
on the paving but due to the fact that the 11th copy of the newspaper failed to
carry the notice to contractors we have to readvertise. We will not be able to
have the bids until October 1U and that it will be delayed until that time if
the Council wishes to have it at that time. The ordinance will have to be

I

passed again^for this.
Mr. Michael, City Attorney, said that the municipal law had been rewritten
by legislature and th;,t as of July 1, 1969> any ordinance to be passed by any
municipality mast be read twice at two seperate meetings.
Thereupon, Mr. Michael read the title of the paving ordinance.
ORPIN MCE
RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO DECLARING THE NECESSITY
AND CONVENIENCE OF PERMANENTLY IMPROVING CERTAIN DESIGNATED STREETS OR
PORTIONS THEREOF IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA: PROVIDED FOR THE
PL/MS AND SPECIFICATIONS: PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE BIDS, CONTRACT AND
SUPERVISION: PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT BZ ASSESSING THE TOTAL COST ON ABUTTING
PROPERTY AND THE ISSUANCE OF ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATES; ALL A3 PROVIDED BY
ARTICLE 8, CHAPTER 8 OF THE COST OF WEST VIRGINIA, AS AMENDED.
Whereas, the Council of the City of Nitro has caused notice to be given to
abutting property owners as provided in Section 3» Article 8, Cha±er 0 of

I

the Code of West Virginia, as amended by the Acts of the Legislature of 19k9,

I

and subsequent amendments, by publication in the Kanawha Valley Leader, the
only neTtfspaper of general circulation in said City, once a week for three
successive weeks, commencing on the
road ending on the

day of

day of

, 1969,
, 1969, that a public

meeting would be held at the City Building in said City on the 2nd day of
September, 1969, for the purpose of considering a resolution of ordinance declaring the necessity or convenience of the permanent improvement of certain
streets, intersections, and public ways or portions thereof in said City, and
giving an opportunity to abutting owners and other interested persons to protest and be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of same, which streets
and public ways or portions thereof are described as follows:
THE FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS OR PUBLIC WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA

I

COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA: BAM

STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION T1TH TWENTIETH

STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION KCTH TWENTY FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING WITH
ITS INTERSECTION v'lTK FIRST AVENUE (95 feet south of center line of Seventh
Street) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION TTTH SECOND
. AVENUE; TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION T-TITH FIRST AVENUE TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE.
WHEREAS, prior to said public meeting there have been prepared plans,
specifications and estimates of the proposed improvements by Robert R. Anderson,
Engineer for said City of Nitre, showing the proposed grade and sufficient
data for any owner of abutting property to calculate approximately what proportionate part of the estimated cost thereof might be assessed against his
property, and said plans, specifications and estimates have been on file with

I

the Recorder of said City and open to the inspection of all interested persons;
and
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WHEREAS, a hearing was duly held pursuant to said notice, at which all
abutting owners and interested persons were given an opportunity to protest and
be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of said resolution or ordinance;

I

and
HIEREAS, acting under the authority of the last paragraph of Section 2 of
Article 8 of Chapter 8 of Code of West Virginia, as emended, and regardless of
the validity of invalidity of any petitions which may have heretofore been submitted to the Council, the Council by vote of more than three-fourths of its
members, deems it adviseable, necessary and convenient to provide for such improvements and to assess the entire cost thereof upon abutting property arid the
owners thereof.
MOW, THEREOFRE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NTTRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:
SECTION 1. That the certificate of publication of the notice of said
meeting by the Kanawha Valley Leader, the only newspaper of general circulation in said City of Nitro, and a copy of said notice be, and the same are here-

I

by made a part of the minutes of the Council and the Recorder is hereby ordered
to spread the stane upon the record of said meeting.
SECTION 2. That following its own independent investigation and upon
its own authorityas provided by law, the Council by the affirmative vote of
more than three-fourths of its members, hereby declares it to be necessary
and convenient to permanently improve by grading, regrading, paving and repaving, surfacing and re-surfacing, with base and drainage and making other incidental permanent improvements in accordance with the plans, specifications
and profiles heretofore filed, as modified and amended, the following described
streets and portions thereof in the City of Nitro as provided by sa. d plans,
specifications and profiles:
BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECT 3D N WITH TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS
INTERSECTION IITI! TWENTY FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 feet south of center line of Seventh Street) TO

I
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I

ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING HITH ITS
INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; TWENTY
FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; AND
which said plans, specifications, profiles and estimates are on file with the
City Recorder and tire referred to in the recitals to the resolution; and the
said plans, specifications, profiles .ind estimates are hereby approved and adopted for the permanent improvement of said streets and portions thereof, and
said improvements are hereby authorized and shall be made under the supervision
and direction of Robert R. Anderson, Engineer for said City.
SECTION 3-

The grades of said streets and portions thereof shall be the

smrne as shown on said plans.
SECTION h-

Jifter independent investigation by the Council, each respective

lot or parcel of real estate abutting on any part of any portion of said streets
and public ways above described is hereby found and described to be specially

I

benefited by the proposed improvements abutting such lot or parcel of real
estate to an extent substantially greater than the costs to be assessed against
such abutting lot or parcel of land.
SECTION £• The total cost of the improvements, including the cost of improvements at end within intersections, .and including all items of cost mentioned in Section 5>, Article 8, Chapter 8 of the Code of West Virginia, as
.amended, sh;ll be apportioned to and assessed against and borne by the lots or
parcels of land and other properties abutting upon the respective portions of
streets or other public ways hereby authorized to be improved, and upon which
said improvements shall have been made. Each lot or parcel of land so abutting
said portions of streets or other public ways shall be assessed with that portion
of the total cost of the improvements on the entire portions of any street or
public way herein authorized to be improved, which is represented by the propor-

I

tion which the abutting frontage in feet of said lot or parcel of land bears to
the total abutting frontage in feet of all the assessable lots or parcels of
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land abutting on any respective portions of a street or public way herein authorized to be improved as provided by Chapter 8, Article 8 of said Code, as amended,
except however, that said plans and specifications provide for a nine inch re-

I

enforced concrete parking lane 11 feet in width, adhacent to the northerly curb
of Second Avenue between 19th Street and 21st Street; the Council doth find that
said concrete lane will be of no benefit to the property owners abutting the
south side all as set forth in the Engineers report dated September 2, 19&9j

an<^L

the cost of said strip shall be borne by the property owners abutting the north
side of said parking lane.
SECTION 6.

The cost so apportoned shall be assessed against the respec-

tive abutting lots or parcels of land and shall be pain in ten (10) equal installments, the first to be and become due thirty (30) days after levying of the
assessment for the improvements, and the other nine (9) installments to be and
become due one (1) eo.cn year for nine (9) years thereafter, sll at the rate of
six per centum (6$) per annum from the date of the assessments, provided that
on failure of the owner of the property assessed to pay any installment as and

I

when due, and such default continuing for sixty (60) days, then at the option
of the holder of the certificate evidencing any such assessment the entire
balance thereof may be declated immediately due and payable, and the holder of
the certificates may forthwith proceed to enforce the collection thereof.
SECTION 7-

Certificates shall be issued evidencing said assessments and

each installment of principal and interest payable. Said certificates shall be
payable to the bearer and be signed by the mayor and Recorder and shall refer
to the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, and shall each show the
amount and date of the assessment and describe the property against which the
assessment is laid, describing the same as to the ownership, amount, frontage
rand griefly as to location. The property abutting the port on of the street,
alley, easement or public way improved shall be subject to a lien, from the date

I

of the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, for the payment of the

I

costs of the improvements assessed against said property, end said assessments
shall be and constitute liens in the hands of the holders of said certificates
upon the respective lots and lands assessed and shall have priority over all
other liens except those for Land taxes due the state, county and municipality
and except liens for pre-existing special assessments; and the said assessments
shall be levied and paid, with interest thereon, and said certificates shall be
issued, enforceable and otherwise, in all respects, subject to the provisions
of said Chapter 8, Article 8 of the Code of "Pest Virginia, as amended. Each installment of said assessment on each certificate, which coupon shall evidence
such installment shall refer to the date of the resolution levying said assessment and the time when said installment is due, and shall be signed in the name
of the City of Nitro, by the facsimile signature of the Mayor, attested by the

I

facsimile signature of the Recorder.
SECTION 8. The Recorder shall forthwith advertise for bids for said improvements to be made in accordance with said plans and specifications therefore.

Such advertisement-shall be made by publication at least once a week

for two successive weeks in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a newspaper of general
circulation in the City of Nitro, but not necessarily published therein.

The

contract shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder, but the advertisements
for bids shall reserve to the City

the right to reject any and all bids therefore.

The work done under such contract, when let, shall be paid for by delivering to
the contractor assessment certificates as above provided in lieu of ca.sh.
SECTION 9. Upon the completion of theimprovements, the City Engineer is
hereby directed to prepare end submit to the Council his report showing the
cost of such permanent improvements, the numbers and descriptions of the lots

I

and parcels of land abutting other matters as may be necessary in order to levy
an assessment against said abutting property in accordance with the provisions
of Chap ter 8, Article 8, of the Code of West Virginia, as amended by the Legis-
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lature of West Virginia, Regular Session 19^9-

Upon the filing of said Engi-

neer's report with the Recorder, the Recorder is hereby directed to give notice
.In the name of the City to the owners of the property to be assessed according

I

to said Engineer's report that on or after date named in said notice an assessment may be laid against the property so improved as embodied in said Engineer's
report.

Said notice shall state that the owner or owners whose property is to

be assessed, or other interested party, may on said date appear before the Council
to move the revision or correction of such proposed assessment.

Such notice

shall be by publication once a week for two successive weeks in a newspa er of
general circulation in the County and shall show the total cost of the improvement, the several frontages abutting thersn and respective an ounts to be
assessed against the abutting property, with a description of the respective
cbutting lots aid lands as to ownership, front&ge and location.
SECTION 10.

The attorney for the City is hereby directed to prepare and

submit to the Council thereof, such notices, ordinances and information as may

I

be required by the Council for the lawying of the assessments and issuance of
the certificates as aforesaid.
Therepon, Councilman Hoke moved that this be accepted, as second reading
' "•';(_*

" "•'' > " "

of the ordinance,

'*"'' 8
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Motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.

It was then pointed out that the Notice to Contractors had to be acted on
again and that this would be set for the lij.th of October.

All bids shall be

sealed and in the hands of Grace Lewis, City Recorder on'or before h:30 o'clock
P. M. SST, lUth day of October, 1969-

Bids will be opened publicly and read

at the City Hall, in the Council Chamber at a. meeting of the Council to be held
on the lUth day of October, 1969, at 8:00 o'clock P. M. E3T.

The City reserves

the right to reject any and all bids or to waive any irregularities in the
bids.

I
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Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved that the notice to contractors be passed..

I

Motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.
Mr. John Marshall presented a petition from Second Avenue from ?th Street
to 21st Street.

Councilman Hoke said there were 1;7 lots listed on the petition

tnd that of these 1;? lots there were 29 signatures. It w^s discussed and decided that the actual number of pits here was %6. The Mayor said that one thing
about this street was that we would not have any next year if we had ^ bad winter.

Councilman Kniceley said that at the last meeting there had been no pet-

tions brought in and this was the reasoning behind his feeling at the time to
delete some of the other streets to av&id hardships on some of the people having
corner lots.

At the beginning of the program we discussed this and. we decided

that Second Avenue should definitely be paved and he saw no reason to alter this.
He pointed out thuab there was much traffic on this street and it is getting in

I

very bad shape.

Councilman Hoke said that it was the next to mast used street

oter than First Avenue. The Mayor said there was no doubt that they will be
paying for a street for other people to use, but this is nne thing that should
be taken into consideration when a person buys a corner piece of lend.

Council-

man Waldorf said it certainly needed resurgacing job and he would like to be
able to assist through the City, but he realized there was no way it could be
done. He went on to say that he felt if we let this street go another yet it
would cost us a great deal more.

Councilman Hoke said he had to go against the

petition and move th^t Second /venue be resurfaced.

Motion seconded by Council-

man Kniceley and carried with Councilman Tidquist, Williamson and Allen voting
against it.
The Mayor said a street that he would like not to have to pave was Bank

I

Street but it needed it so he had voted for it to be paved even though he was
going to have to pay for part of it. Mr. Marshall said that Bank Street was
different because it was a commercial street, but Second Avenue is something
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else.

He said that this was not going to break him, but he was asked to baling

in the petition, that some people will be hit quite hard by it.

The contention

of the people who he talked to was, the street being such as it is and used by

I

so many people, that a more suitable manner to resurface it would be through a
bond issue.

The Mayor asked Mr. Marshall how he felt the people who have had

to pave streets would vote.

Mr. Marshall said he realized they xrould vote

age-inst it but that he had to be just as selfish.

He went on to say that he

would not blame those people for voting against a bond issue.

Mr. Marshall

said that his side of the street was not in bad shape arid asked why couldn't
only one side be paved.

The Mayor said this could not be done.

Mr. Marshall

suggested that it be spot paved.
Council was informed that the survey for a police cruiser had been made of
the Police Department and that it was six (6) to three (3) in favor of the Ford
fund the bid was awarded to Cargill.
quoted in the minutes was not wrong.
the low bidder.

Councilman Allen asked whether the $2390.00
He said that he didn't think Cargill was

It was decided that the wrong figure had been coped and that

the error would be corrected.

I

The correct figure is $2?80.93

Councilman Allen moved that at this time the second reading of the Breatholyzer be made.

Motion seconded by Councilman Tidquist and carried.

Thereupon, Mr. Michael read the title to the ordinance.
0 R D I K AN C E

AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO PERSONS DRIVING MULE UNDER TH3 INFLUENCE 0!^
IK TO SIC A;'ING LIQUOR OR DRUGS, RhLATING TO IMPLIED COGENT TO A CII3MIC..1,
TEST TO DETERMINE THE ALCOHOLIC CONTENT OF THE BLOOD OF THE OPERATOR Or
1 HO T OR VEHICLE ARRESTED FOR DRIVING OF A MOTOR VEHICLE WHILE WIDER THE
IKFLUEKCS OF INTOXICATING, LIQUOR AKD THE DESIGNATION AND AIMINISTM3ION
OF SUCH A CHEMICAL TEST; RELATING TO CIJEMICaL TEST REQUESTED OR DEM.'NDED
BY SUCH ARRKS'rET) PERSON GR 'AA'ING CERT.AIN I! 1MUNIT'i AND CRIMEA L /'ND CIVIL
LI'BILITY WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE ARISE INCIDENT TO THE /TTHKISTRATIOT-T OF

SUCH CIM-TICAL TK3T; PROVIDING FOR SUSPENSION 0"'' SUCK ARRESTED PERSON'S
OPERATOR'S OR CII.'UI'TEUR'S LICENSE OR JTOilOR OR PROBATIONER! OPERATOR'S
LICENSE, OR KOI:RSSIDEHT PRIVILEGE TO DRIVE FOR REFUSAL TO SUBMIT TO A
DESIGN TED CHEMICAL TFST: 3PECIFYITCG CERT JN PRESUKPTIONS '.'.'ITil RESPECT
TO AND THE EVIDEIITI.RY v':LUE OF A CHEMICAL TEST AS TO INTOXICATION;

AND PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF A FEE FOR THE COST OF ADMINISTERING
CERTAIN CHEMICAL TESTS.

I
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I
Any person who drives a motor vehicle on any highway within the City shall
be deemd to have given his consent by the operation thereof, subject to the
provisions of this ordinance, to ,-i chemical test of either his blood, breath or
urine for the purpose of determining the Alcoholic content of his blood whenever he shall be lawfully arrested by a law enforcement officer as hereinafter
defined for the offense of driving a motor vehicle upon any highway within the
City while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. The test shall be incidental to a lawful arrest and shall be administered ,-jt the direction of the
arresting law enforcement officer having reasonable grounds to believe the person to have been driving a motor vehicle upon any highway with the City while

I

under the influence of intoxicating liquor.

The law enforcement agency by which

such law enforcement officer is employed shall designate which one of the .-aforesaid tests shall be administered:

Provided, that if the test so designated is

a blood test and the person so arrested reguses to submit to such blood test,
then the law enforcement officer making such arrest shall designate in lieu
thereof, either a breath or urine test be administered, such refusal to submit
to a blood test only shall not result in the suspension of the arrested person's
operator's or chauffeur's license, or junior or probationary operator's license
or nonresident privilege to drive.

The person Arrested sh«ll be told that his

refusal to submit to the test finally designated s provided in this section,
will result in the suspension of his operator's of chauffeur's license, or
junior or probationary operator's license, or nonresident privilege to drive

I

for a period of six months.
Section 2.

How blood test administered;

use of test results:

immunity from liability incident to Administering test.

certain

Only a doctor of medicine or osteopathy, or registered nurse, or trained
medical technician at the place of his employment, acting at the request and
direction of the law enforcement officer, may withdraw blood for the purpose of

I

determining the alcoholic content thereof. These limitations shall not apply to
the taking of ? brejth test or a urine specimen. In withdrawing blood for the
purpose of determining the alcoholic content thereof, only a previously unused
.-..rid sterile needle ::nd sterile vessel may be utilized and the i-rxthdravrvl shall
otherwise be in strict accord with Accepted medical practies.

i\c

antiseptic shell be u:.;ed for cleansing the skin prior to venapuncture. The person tested may, .-at his own expense, have a doctor of medicine or osteopathy, or
registered nurse, or trained medical technician at the place of his employment,
of his own choosing, Administer a chemical test in addition to the test .administered ct the direction of the 1-a-; enforcement officer. The failure or inability
of the person arrested to obtain an additional test shall not preclude the admission into evidence .at raiy judici.-l proceeding of the results of the test taken
at the direction of the law enforcement officer.

I

Upon the request of the person

who is tested, full information concerning the test taken at the direction of the
law enforcement officer shall be made available to him. No person v4io administers
such test upon the request of ••,. law enforcement officer -.-s herein defined, no
hospital in or with viiich such person is employed or is otherwise :ssociated
or in which such test is administrated, and no other person, firm or corporation
by whom or which person is employed or is in any w:..y associated, sh.ll be in any
wise criminally li_,ble for the administration of such test, or civilly liable in
du.nu.tges to the person tested unless for gross negligence or wiful or wanton
injury.
Section 3. Refusal to submit to certain chemical tests_;

suspension of

license_or privilege: consent not withdrawn if person arrested is incapable of
refusal.

I

If ajiy person under Arrest as specified in section. 1 of this article re-

I

fuses to submit to the test finally

designated in the mariner provided in

section 1 hereof, no test sh.--.ri be given, but the commissioner of motor vehicles,
upon receipt of a sworn statement of the law enforcement officer that (1) he
has reasonable grouvids to believe such person hu,.d been driving a motor vehicle
upon a highway within the City of Nitro while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor, (2) such person was lawfully placed under Arrest for the offense of
driving a motor vehicle upon a highw. ,y with the City of Nitro while under the
influence of intoxicating liquor, (3) such person refused to submit to the test
finally designated in the manner provided in section 2 of this article, arid (li)
such person T-V.S told th..,t his operator's or chauffeur's license, or junior or
probation-Mr ,;r operator's license, or nonresident privilege to drive would be suspended for 3 period of six months if he resugod. to submit to the test finally
designated in the manner provided in section ? of this article, shull make aid

I

enter an order suspending such person's operator'a or chauffeur's license, or
junior or probationary operator's license, or nonresident privilege to drive for
a period of six months.

A copy of such order shall be forwarded to such person

by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested.

No such suspension

shall become effective until ten days after receipt of the copy of such order.
Any person who is unconscious or -who is otherwise in a. condition rendering him
incapable of refusal, sh^ll be deemed not bo have withdrawn his consent for c.
test of his blood, breath or urine as provided in. this -rticle "nd the test iru^y
be administered -.-.Ithough such person is not told that his failure to submit to
the test will result in the suspension of his operator's or chauffeur's license
or junior or probationary operator's license, or nonresident privilege to operate ::. motor vehicle for :-•. period of six months.

I

A suspension hereunder shall run concurrently with the period of -;ny suspension or revocation imposed in accordance with orther provisions of this code
-:aid growing out of the s.,me incident which gave rise to the arrest for driving
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a motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor aid the subsequent refusal to undergo the test finally designated in accord;!! ce with the
provisions of this article.
Section U.

I

Interpretation and use of chemical test.

Upon trial for the offense of driving a motor vehicle on sny highway within the City c-f' Hitro while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, or upon
the tri;:! of any civil or criminal Action or proceeding prising out of acts
Alleged to have been coirriitted by any person while driving ;:. motor vehicle while
under the influence of intoxicating liquor, evidence of the ;-mount of '-Icohol in
the person's blood -t the time of the arrest or of the -cts --lleged, -.-.s shovn by
a chemic,.! .-.n^lyji-j of his blood,, breath or urine, is -vdrnissiJle, if the staple
or specimen vas taken within two hours from and after the time of arrest or of
the ,- cts .••lleged, and shall give rise to the following presumptions or have the
following effect;
(5) Evidence th^t there w;-s, at that time, five hundredths of one percent

I

of less, by weight, of alcohol in his blood, sh^ll be prirna f cie evidence th.vt
the person was not under Lhe influence of intoxicating liquor;
(b) Evidence that there was, at that time, more than five hundredths of
one percent and less than ten hundredths of one percent, by weight, of rilcohol
in 'the persons blood shall be relevant evidence but it is not to be given prima
facie effect in indicating whether the person was under the influence of intoxicating liquor•
(c) Evidence th..-.t there was, at th._<.t time, ten hundredths of one percent
or more, by weight, of e.lcohol in his blood, shall be Admitted os pritna facie
evidence tlu.t the person va,s under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
Percent by weight of alcohol in the blood shall be based
of Alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood.

upon milligrams

I

I

A chemical ..rialysis of a person'a blood, breath or urine, in order to give
rise to the presumptions or to have the effect provided for in this section,
must be performed in accord-ace with methods and standards approved by the state
department of health.

A chemical analysis of blood or urine to determine the

•alcoholic content of blood shall be conducted by a qualified laboratory or by
the state police scientific laboratory, of the crimiirl identification bureau
of the department of public s.fety.
The provisions of this . rticle shell not limit the introduction in any
judicial proceeding of -ny other competent evidence bearing on the question
of whether the person wa,G under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
Section 5-

Right to demand test.

Any person lawfully arrested for driving a motor vehicle on .any highway

I

within the City of Nitro while under the influence of intoxicating liquor and
who is not tested at the direction of the arresting law enforcement officer
under the provisions of the article, or who is lawfully arrested as aforesaid
by any other police officer, shall have the right to demand th.ac. a sample or
specimen of his blood, breath or urine be t.Jken within two hours from and after
the time of arrest, and that a chemical test thereof be made. The analysis
disclosed by such chemical test sh .11 be made available to such arrested person
forthwith upon demand.
Section 6. Fee _foo:- witlidr^ring blood staple -ndmalcing urine test.
A fee not exceeding five dollars yn.,11 be ,llo^ed to the person withdrawing
a blood sample or Administering a urine test at the request and direction of a
law enforcement officer in accordance with the provisions of this article.

If

the person whose blood s mple was withdrawn or whose urine w ,s tested was

I

arrested arid charged with •-• violation of this chapter, tho City of Nitro shall
•p<ar Said fee, and if s-.ici. person is subseausntly convicted of such charge, such
£r

ii

y

—

~

fee shall be taxed as a p.Tt of the costs of the criminal proceeding and shall
be p.-tid, notwithstanding any other provision of this code to the controry, into

58
the general fund of the City of Nitro.

If the person whose blood san.pie w;,s

withdrawn or whose urine was tested was arrested and digged with a violation of
a similar or din .nee of any municipality, said municipality sh.,11 p ,.y said fee,

I

and if a,:id person is subsequently convicted of such charge, such fee sh.,11 be
tcored as •:. p,,rt of the costs of the criminal proceeding and shall be p^id,
riot-Kith st...ad ing any other provision of this code to the contrary, into the
general fund of s,.,id iiiunicipJ.ity.
Section 7.

Sever.Ability.
N

If any provision of this article or its application to any person or
circuir.st.jr.ee be held. inv.-J.idj such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or •i-pplications of this article, and to this end the provisions of this
article arc declared to be sever^ble.
Section 8. He-ring procedures; judicial review.
Nothing herein, contained shall deprive any person whose operator's or chauffeur's license, or junior or probationary license, or nonresident privilege
to drive has been 30 suspended, from availing himself of any administrative or

I

judicial review as provided for in Chapter 17-c, Article 5A 3 Section h of the
Code of ''-Jest Virginia of 1?31, as amended.
The provisions of this ordinance insofar as they ore inconsistent herewith,
are hereby repealed.
Councilman Goodwin moved that the Breathalyzer Ordin.ance be .adopted by
Council, Motion was seconded by Councilni.an. Tidquisb -xid carried.
The Mayor said he had .1 letter cdid recommendation froin the Health Department
on IjOth Street Road aid that as soon as he had received such he asked, the City
'Ittorney to draw up an ordinance on the recommendations.
Recommendations:
1 . Building is unfit for huraan habitation. Building should be repaired
or demolished.

I
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2.

I

Ciay of Nitre should be notified of conditions .-nd inquiries about
the housing ordinances in Nitro.

If the City of aiarc has no building

ordinances, the City should be encouraged to adopt such codes.
3.

llitro should incorporate training personnel for inspecting housing in
their City.

k*

"1th

the violations mentioned above, the building is substandard ,:Jid

should be considered -. health nuisance.
Mr. Michael then explained that this w.-:s a very d-Jigerous thing to undertake, that there is no la-*- that gives the <:ulhority to tear Jiyones building down.
He T-i-ent on to say th^t lie talked to the Cia. attorney for St. "Tbaris , nd w^.s
informed th,.t they suerred auvy from this ^rea, &nd tVie only one who has ever
attempted to do .-r.ybhing T.:,,t> Charleston c^nd lie.. Pelt that TO should proceed

I

•long the lines that Charleston did.

In tho first pi \ce vie h^ve to have an

ordinance passed -aiid he s.dd he thought whoever TJ..S on this committee would
h. ve to vork v.-ith him 10 set up •:• housing authority or commission.
that there was qua 1,3 • : bit

He informed

of legal steps thai had tc be t,.j;en c re of.

The

M-yor

-skecl if Coiincilnv-n 'Mle..;'.? ccrjTdttee would work TO.th the Attorney on

this.

'IT^e :ner''bers cf s-i'l oomittee being CounciLae" Allen. Tidquist "nd

Waldorf.

The Coiriifiittee =3 ia th .t they would work with the attorney.

The house on 32nd Street th: t was in such bad shape w,:-s brought up arid
the Recorder informed Council that a pen-lit, w ;s issued for the people who own
this to deirioli.'--§ii three (3) rooms and to remodel one ( l ) apartment.

Council-

r a n /-Hen asked whether it would be wise to have the fire niarshall cone down.
The Kaycr said that it certainly would not hurt but tba't. before the Circuit
Court had tnrown cases out of court.

I

The Mayor said there were sever,,! houses in the e..st end of town that
during the last he- vy r,.dn the force of the sever, which could only be caused
by surface water, was so g r e - a from lines under one m a n ' s basement that it tore

up the line 'ind tlie man's concrete floor in his basement.
• sked how many homes are tied into surface water.
know that it was probably 1,^00 which would make it
ordinance presented to Council.

Coimcilmaja Valdorf

The Mayor said he didn't,
about 2/3 •

There w/:s an

I

The M:yor s. id th,.t the men in the 3-nitary

Bo.rd h .d inspected the dr-.i;u ge to this m n ' s house -.ncl it. w. .3 there opinion
that thi.s ordinance should be passed.

Councilman .Allen asked whether, on!'his

street, the ktorrri sewers were connected to the sanitary Hues.
he w:-s not sure.

The K;,vor s a i d

Gouneilm./n Allen said he was wondering whether the one in

front of his house ran to the creek.

The Mayor said he though it

Council/.!.-.;': Tidquist asked wh,ab the people would do iri-th the water.

did.
The M;-,yor

said they i-culd h ,ve to dr- in it out to the ground, and that sornechy we will
have to run the street dr..ins to the river.

Councilman Goodtin said the big

problem with puttling all this water into the sanitr.ry sewers w.-.s th.-.t it cost
a great deal of money bo treat this w-iter.

The Mayor s-.iu that at the l-..st

meeting of the 3anii.;.-ry Do.rd it va.s , . unaniiaous vote t h . a the oi'diaajice be drawn
up and passed.

CounciLa,!: Valdorf said he felt something should be done tbout

it because it is cauing too maaiy problems.

Councalitian Tidquist sa.id this w.,s

probably one of the reasons our streets flood as much as they do.
pointed out th t this was gr,-dually becoming worse.

The Mayor

Councilman Kniceley asked

how much time the people would be given to correct this.
would think 30 or 60 days would be enough.

I

The Mayor said, he

Councilman Tidquist asked whether

there would h,ive to be two readgins before this ordinance w-.s passed. The
Mayor answered yes.

Councilman Allen pointed out th^t the weather changing

would h:,,ve to be taken into consideration.

Councilinan Ualdorf said tha.t the

October and November months were good ground working weather.

Councilman Hoke

said you could give them six months and still some of the people would not get
it done.

Councilman Kniceley asked how we would go .-bout enforcing this.

Mayor said our employees would conduct smoke tests.

The

Councilman Kniceley Siid

he did not believe in passing something like this if we are not going to enforce

I
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sidewalks, lawns or from any other source to drain into the sanitary sewer
system of the City of Nitro.
It sir, 11 be the duty of the property owner or owners, jointly or severally,

I

or any other person, firm or corporation charged with the maintenance of said
property, to correct such violation within 90 d ; ys from the affective dAe of
this ordinance, and ,;J_;:o ",o prevent any future violation.
Hioever violates any provisions of this Ordinance or neglects or f .ils to
comply vith a.ny order or regulation made thereunder shall be deemed guilty of
a. misdemeanor .-Jid fined not less than One Dollar ($1.CO) nor riore than One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or may be imprisoned for not less than one nor more
than thirty days, or both.
The imposition of any such peru-lty sh~ll not excuse the violati on, neglect
nor noncompliance, arid any person viol-ting, neglecting or falling to comply
T-iih the provisions of this Ordinance, shall be required to correct, or remedy
such violations within a reasonable time, and e..ch day that an;/ such violation,
neglect or noncompliance shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.

I

The application or use of the above pencil provisions shall not be held to prevent the remove,! of the prohibited conditions, and the City of Nitro shall have
the right, in addition to said penal provisions to proceed in any court having
jurisdiction for the correction of the s^me by any lawful procedure provided for
by the statutes of the 3t<-te of West Virginia..
Any ordinance or ordinances or parts of jny ordinance inconsistent rath
this Ordinance or any p^t thereof is hereby repealed.
This Ordinance shall take effect as of the

cLy of

,

1969.

T-\.

Alexander, Mayor

Grace Lewis, Recorder

I
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3TTS OF WEST

COUNTIES or' K.T..WH: WID PUTNAM, TO-'-?IT:

I

I, Grace LeT;is, the duly elected., qualified .aid Acting City Recorder of
the City of Fitro, in the Counties .rid State aforesaid, do certify th^.t the
foregoing constitutes ••. "orue^ correct and complete copy of an Ordinance to be
considered for passage by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, in Regular
Session in the Council Chambers in the City Building of said City of Nitro,
on the

d:y of

, 1?6?.

IU WITNESS wHSR^OF, I h.ve hereunto Affixed by Official signature and
-the seal of said City, this

day of

, 1969.

Gr.;ce Leald, Recorder
CounciliTiar. Allen 3 ' i d the stonri sever on l3fh Street Hill was in terrible

I

shape arid that it needed covering.
moved three logs.

He said that he had gone up there and re-

Councd.Ira.Ji Allen pointed out th,..t the problem v -.s that the

rowd V.--..S slanted the -wrong v^-.y.
•'line Mayor reported th <t at the Sanitary Bo..-.rd meetijig it w.s voted en to
appoint Borden Gevin as replacement for L. E. Dodson i-iio is moving.
Thereupon. Councilrrnai Hoke moved, seconded by Councilraaa Kniceley^ thie
•;p-oointment of R. 1il. Gewin to the I'ibro 3anii-.ry Bo ,rd be -ppro-^ed.

Motion

carried.
The Mayor s -.id he i-cva.d .'l.-:o like to re appoint Curtis i-Toods to the Sanitary Board.

Counciln ..n W-'-ildorf m.oved th;.t this appointment be approved.

Motion

seconded by Councilman Goodwin and carried.
The Mayor reported that there will be ..-:•. ten ( 1 C ) week course held at
Ced.-iT L.'ike starting on Noveinber 2 on all

I

funded by "the TTeder.il Government.

types of crime work.

The Mayor said he ha-d

This is being

• list of the

different

things which would be taught and he could not think of •-• single thing th:-.t had
been left out.

Thi". sh:ll be a tot.-i of four hundred (IiOO) hours.

He h-.d

64
talked -with the members of the Police Department and they feel it vould be very
helpful if we could send a mart who we feel is going to be with u.s for a. while
and who is capable of coming back after the course ;-:.nd teaching our men who were
on the job the things that were taught out there.

This means we will be working

I

a little short at times^ but the man are willing to do anything to get this
training. The only thing it would cost us would be the mail's s..lary while he
is gone and 8tf a. ;n:'ln for traveling time.

It is impossible for us to send two

men because it would leave us too shorthanded.

I talked to one of the men who

is grilling to go and it would not interfere with the two men who are taking ful]
courses at State College and who .;-re also working their shifts.

He went on to

say th -:t "the Police Department should be ^cqu.dnted with the different l;.;ws and
how to cope with them.

Councilman Goodwin asked if this w- s •„ live-in course.

The Mayor s.aid that it was but the nan could come home on the weekends but the
weather will probably not permit too much of that.

Councilman Waldorf said that

from what he had heard, this was a very meaningful course and that it would :>iotiv-ite the Police Department. The Mayor said tha.t we hu,d ••... marijuana case here

I

in town und there were questions that had to be asked and different things in
regard to the c<.;.se hjd to be answered. He said that all of these would be
covered in this course.

Councilman Goodwin asked if there had been any thought

or, a method of selecting a man. The Mayor said he had-talked to the members of'
the Police ; Department and they have come lip with two amen" arid that if one is unable to attend -for some'-.reason .the otlaer"man will go. This other man is attending
St&te but we feel ..he. -Will ^be given full" credit for. attending this course. - Councilman. Allen asked if this would weaken our force for the ten weeks.

The Mayor said

that it would not be to bad, that right"now we are working with one ~ia.n short
due to a man resigning but th a:t he had informed Captain Palmer to notify the Ciil
Service to hold a, class and that we were hoping to Hire another man soon. Councilman. Kniceley said that maybe we should do something to help the two fellows who
had "the initiative to go to State College.

The Mayor said that this was also a

Federal program but that this year the men had to p:.y for their books.

I
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Thereupon, Councilman Goodwin moved th, t a : a r. be sen4., to Cedar Lakes to

I

attend these courses. Motion seconded by Councilson" 'Waldorf Mid carried.
Councilman Kniceley asked whether anyone from the Police Reserve had
contacted the Mayor Lately on the matter of insurance. The Mayor s^.id that
this was in the process of being checked and he asked Mr. Marshall what he
knew on the subject. Mr. Marshall s^id that the companies would positively
not cover these men. The Mayor s.dd we had not been able to find .any company
that would write cover.,.ge for these nen and thv.t the Reserve w;s very unhappy
about this.

Mr. Marshall m^de the suggestion that the Reservies check with their

OT.TL companies. The Mayor s.:.id that we had asked the men to do this but for some
reason they would not do so. He s<..id that someone had informed us that the Coal
River Insurance Company had some type of policy and they sent us information
but :" t was nothing like the men want.

It w-:s brought up by Mr. Marshall that

supposedly the Poca Reserve h-.d the type of coverage our men want. The Mayor-

I

said that Bill Hall had replaced Charles Sisk as director and that he would
check into this further to see what we can possibly get for "these men.

Council-

man Allen asked if the Insurance Commissi crier could give us some information on
this.

The Mayor 3,--id that as'-f.-:r :--.-.s he knew the commissioner had riot been con-

tacted. Mr. Marshall said that the Insurance Commissioner Wc.s not allowed to
suggest any company that he probably could direct us in the right direction
and give us several companies that possibly T--ould cover these men. Councilman
¥'ldorf s...id he would, check with the Pec;;. Reserve to see whtt kind of insurance

The Mayor reported tru-t there is ;.• feasibility stud,,, being made for

the

entire system of the West Virginia Water Company and that the Supreme Court
was suppose to have given ;: decision on the Publjc Service Commission's approval

I

of rate increases today but the only tiling they did w ^ t, o docket it,
did not he.-.r the c..,.se.

He had t, Iked to the Region.:,.! Development

that the,y

Authority and

we ore on record ...s going along with the RDa. ^na the City of Charleston as to
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Thereupon, Councilmn.. W:-:-ldor.f noved that such :uthority be given to the

I

y'ayor.

Seconded by Council:,!, a: Ho;ce.

1'Iotion o,,:nied..

Councilman Tidquist ..asked whether ..nytiling ha.a been done on the
study vhich w,.s to be unale.

tryffic

The I-lyyor s-dd 1h nt there h ..d not been c.nd that the

,:u,u Tiio he vay; going to got to ai-fae the study h..ai refused, ...i.d that he could get
someone else if the Council rdshed.
had ,.,sked hi:;; .houf this.

GounciLin._i Tidqui.,: s;..id that sever,! people

The ly.ycr s,,id chc,t if the Cour-cil wished he vculd

check ..round to see ho\ iauch it T-'culd cost.

It v^s decided for the Il;yor to

cnec-' into this.
Council::!..-.; Alle\ ,.bked :,bout the junk/ard ,,;:d whether Council -,..3 going
to do anything about it.
Podt.

It i-1, .5 pointed out tbrrt this vas the Dunb-jr Trading

The M^ayor s-id fh-.t the St.,te was trying no buj- p.rt of this 1-aid :;nd

were going to clear it out and tlie^' did not w.n.t the Cit^ to t.ke ..n^ steps

I

th..y. night rock tlie boat.
Mr. Poggess fro.a 31st Street, K:.st
dr...nts in their :re,. ^ . e c .

sktd -n^ Uiey had not gottn fire hy~

Pie s..id fh;,t :-. ...en line had been put in here , ad the

nan told hiii he T-n.,3 uniting en the Ci''y to give hnai the go -. he....d.

The I'-'I. .yor

stid -fn..t -Te h'_-d tol' 3 them to put L, a "ire :r.'dr.nt ,.3 soo ; \s the,;- got enough
li-ie in to c . r r ^ j
the hydr..jit.

it.

It v -.3

sked whether - location had been design-ted for

The Ilayor s^id he did not Uiink so.

\[e 2..,id thc.^ ye had never been

should be loc.-..oed ,.nd then i: h~d to be ,ppro\ed be, the West. Virgini.-. Inspection
Bureau.
Therupon, Counciliiinn Goodwin snoved th^t re put in od ,M :.ij plugs L.S neces-

I

S-.rj to t:,ke c.jre of the ;.-.rea.

Ilotion seconded by Councilninn Kniceley nnd
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

I

St.,.Le of" wes": Virginia,
Ccunt_. uA K-a;,-wha, to-wit;
-' a^.AiJaJg'^alni'j Har.aber of Kanawhc- Valley Leader, •.. Weekly Newspaper
of Nitre, Kan./wrn County, West

LEGAL NOTICE

PallED STREETS OR PUBLIC WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, NANAWHA. AUD PUTIN!! COU! TIES,
WEST VIRGINIA: CED/:E STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH MnIN AVSIKJE TO

ITS INTERSECTION WITH K.N .'.-IHA AVENUEj (K^^wb^ cc.) IVY STREET BEGINNING WITH

ITS INTERSECTION HUP K :iK .AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH Ka'NllN. AVENUE (Kana-

wh;.. co.) SNORT STREET ESGiin::aTa WITH ir?s HN^RSECTioT7 ^ITH ] J EN T 'OOD -.VENUE TC ITS
ITTTER3ECT'I01>T ^TiR GR.TTON ;,VE!^UE; (K^u-wh.-) Co.) THIRTY- NINTH STREET E.ST BEGFNIr'G NT THE Ea'D OF SXIbTU'G CONCRETE P/VEMENT AT OLD CORPOR,A]'IOA' LP'E /JAJ
EXTEI\DI'G IN AN E/STERLY DIRECTION TO ITS HAjEPSSCTIuP WITH S;,STER RO .D; (putnum
Co.) THIRD AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRTY NINTH STREET
E .3T TO JITS INTERSECT'ION WITH FORTIETH STREET: (Putrid C o . ) FORTY FIRST STREET
BEGINTA^G WITH ITS BYSR5ECTION m^ll FIRST AVEf'UE TO ITS IATERSMOTION " T ITH
SECQVD AVENUE; (Putu.v.i Co. ) .

I

permanently improve the portions of the streets and public T-Ttv C3 described
above In. the City of Nitre,, Kanawha County and Putnaia GOUT ty, West Virginia,
by grading, re-grading, draining, paving, re-paving, surf.-, o ing, re-surfacing,
widening, curbing, re-eurbiag, guttering, and otherwise permanently improving
said streets or public w.^ys a-nd by constructing, providing and renewing ana
such improvements or other perrinjient public improvemenr-s In and on s^id .;bove
aiaied streets ,- nd pubj.ic wrys or portions thereof, and includi.ng .--.ny intersections, as the Conmon Council" of the City of Nitro muy deem proper . nd to sses;+he cost of such improvements on the property abutting s.ld portions of s,ld
Tbe propos 'Ls to nake such i:nprovs:;iants Jid the pl^ns, spccificatio;;;;, profiles .'and estl,ik.;te6 will be considered by the Common Council of the City of
Nitro - t a. public meeting to be held on the ?th day of October 1J69, .:t'8 : CO
o'clock P. M . , ;ab - ' b e City Bu:ilding in said City of Nitro, •.•/.butting owners or
Interested parties will be given an opportunity to protest or be he.^rd ;-..t sdu
meeting or , ny adjournment t b e r e o A .
Done by action of the Council of the City o" Nitro on the 1/'th d:.y of
/

,-. - T 1 ^

.
.
,

!.

^.Ugltiu,

",

.-.X

">

l;-0,.'.

CITY OF NITRO

I

//
PAGE THREE

VALLEY LEADER

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON TH E FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS OR
PUBLIC WAYS INTHECITYOFNrrRO.KANAWHAAND PUTNAM
COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA: CEDAR STREET BEGINNING WITH
ITS INTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH KANAWHA AVENUE; (Kanawha Co.) IVY STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE TOITS INTERSECTION WITH KANAWHA AVENUE; (Kanawha Co.) SHORT
STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH PENWOOD
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH GRAFTON AVENUE; (Kanawha Co.) THIRTY NINTH STREET EAST BEGINNING AT THE
END OF EXISTING CONCRETE PAVEMENT AT OLD CORPORATION LINE AND EXTENDING IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH EASTER ROAD; (Putnam Co.) THIRD
AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRTY
NINTH STREET EAST TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH FORTIETH
STREET; (Putnam Co.) FORTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH
ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH SECOND AVENUE; (Putnam Co.).

Proposals have been madetotheCommonCounciiof the City of
Nitro to permanently improve the portions of the streets and public
ways described above in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County and Putnam County, West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining, paving, re-paving, surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing, recurbing, guttering, a n d otherwise permanently improving said
streets or public ways and by constructing, providing and renewing
any such improvements or other permanent public improvements in
and on said a b o v e named streets and public ways, or portions
thereof, and including anv intersections. astheCommonCouncil of
the City of Nitro may deem proper and to assess the cost of such
improvements on the property abutting said portions of said streets
and public ways.
The proposals to make such improvements and the plans specifications, proflies, and estimates will be considered by the Common
Council of the City of Nitro at a public meeting to be held on the 7th
day of October, 1969, at 8:00 o'clock P.M., at the City Building in
said City of Nitro, abutting owners or interested parties w i l l ba
given an opportunity to protestor be heard at said meeting or any
adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Council of the City of Nitro on the 19th day
of August, 1969.
crTYOFNITRO
WILLIAM L. CANTRELL
Gunners M a t e Third Class
William L. Cantrell, USN, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert F.Cantrell of 1426 W. 14th St., Nitro.
is serving aboard the guided
missile destroyer USS Cochrane off the coast of Vietnam.
The Cochrane provides f i r e
support for ground forces in
Vietnam. Air spotters provide
the Cochrane with detailed information on the location of
enemy targets. Using this information the ship can aim its missiles at targets which are dangerous to American troops ashore.
The Cochrane is homeported at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

By; Grace Lewis
City Recorder

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS OR
PUBLIC WAYS IN THF. CITY OF NITRO. KANAWHA COUNTY.
WEST VIRGINIA: BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 feet south of
center line of Seventh Street) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWNETY FIRST STREET; TWSLFTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH T H I R D AVENUE; FOURTEENTH STREET BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WTTH THIRD AVENUE; SEVENTEENTH STREET
BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; EIGHTEENTH
STREET BEGINNING WIT H ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION W.TTH THIRD AVENUE,
FORTYF1RST S T R E E T BEGINNING WITH FTSINTERSECTION
WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE.
Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City
of Nitro to permanently improve the portions of the streets and
public ways described above in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining, paving, re-paving, surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing, re-curbing, guttering and otherwise permanently improving said streets or public w a y s and by constructing, providing and renewing any such
improvements or other permanent public improvements in and on
said above named streets and public ways, or portions thereof, and
including any intersections, as the Common Council of the City of
Nitro may deem proper and to assess the cost of such improvements on the property abutting said portions of said streets and
public ways.
The p r o p o s a l s to make such improvements and the plans,
specifications, profiles, and estimates will be considered by the
Common Council of the City of Nitro at a public meeting to be held
on the 2nd day of September, 1969, at 8:00 o'clock P.M. at the City
Building in said City of Nitro. Abutting owners or interested parties will be given an opportunity to protest or be heard at said
meeting or any adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Council of the City of Nitro on the 5th day
of August, 1969.
CITYOFNITRO

Local Florist In
Hawaii For Meeting
Brooks Brubaker Carious Adams of Nitro Floral Shop attended the 1969 "Mid-Pacific"
Convention of Florists' Transworld Delivery Association,
held at the Hilton Hawaiian Villiage Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii,
August 9-14.
Highlights of the Convention
included the national finals of
the FTD "Design of the Year"
Contest, the FTD Annual Members' Meeting at which Association business was transacted,

and election of new national officers.
Florists' Transworld Delivery
Association is a non-profit association, owned and operated
by almost 12,000 retail florist
members in North and S o u t h
Amierca. Through the FTD service, and the service of its international affiliate, Interflora,
flowers-by-wire can be sent
practically a n y w h e r e in the
world.

By: Grace Lewis
City Recorder

Cross Lanes
Women Plan
First Meeting
The Woman's Club of Cross
Lanes will hold their first meeting of the year Tuesday, September 2,1969, at 8 p.m. at the
Lake Chaweva Club House.
Mrs. Camille Stewart, West
Virginia University Agent for
Home Demonstration, will
speak on "Developing Sense of
Values in Children."

Printer's Pee $
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of West Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I
_
./LVL.L.....Zfcrr...l...<^^.!Utri*^e^!si, Manager of
Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper of general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly swear that the annexed

was duly published in said paper once a week for
successive weeks, commencing with the issue of the .....J
day of

<Q.\ 19^^ •

and ending with The

issue of the "^^\
day of U-^t\ 19 LtG
and was posted at the Court House of Kanawha County on"
,19

cj . <f Manager,
Kanawha Valley Leader.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this (flgjn

^ • day of

Notary Public for Kanafwh/C Coumy,tWest Virginia.
(My commission expires ...m.OTMISSIW4XPMS---AllttlSr- 28, 1972
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Oounc il~r.r. Hoke presented a petition with eight (-8) signatures.

T a,

I

s ...id there

were twenty ( ? ' • ) lots but the w_.;/ the/ figured it sorae people owned 2^ or 1:.:
lots and tlu,t •..-ctu.-J.i,/ there was seventeen (17) against it out of the twenty (20).
He went on to sav tlaat this wv<;j on the short end of the street tb^t would tie
in with Easter Road, which is unpaved.

He s.-.d.d he could pot see paving Thirt;_. -

v.inth Street East until we are able to p^ve Easter Road.

".

Thereupon, Courae:;. laaa.. Hoke noved thi.t Thirty Ninth Street '^';3t be deloted.
froi'i tlie ^ro^r .n.

Motion seconded b;/ Councilman Knicele.; and carried.

Short Street beginning with its
intersection tvith Gra.l'Lon Avenue.

The Mayor s ...id the EnFi^eer ' s en!;-i..i.-.te w .a

$6.00 land he asked why the iacrea.se.
ins

J

intersection with Penvood Avenue to iL-s

It w-a3 pointed out ah^,t the $6.00 estiaate

aro j^e-.-rs .go :uid the costs >u..¥e increased.

Mrs. Virginia Dodson s^,id thot

the $6.C'0 was printed in the Kanawha Vad.lcy Leader.

The Ma;»'or 3- ; .id tha.t no es-

I

tirnvtes vere printed in. the Kanawh.a Valley Loader, the lad.v vho is te^e t:0:ia3
•niimbes for the Le a.er re,;ieiiibers that I a.sked her not to publish "those fjcjures
boc- use it
h-ve.

TT e

vould ^-'"!7f5 con^.r voters infori'Tiation th.au he did ;-;;'';• ^'eel tlie^, shou^.d
3,..id th.e es':i:;i a-es were not even gtveri to the p.- pers .

f
It w, a pojnted v

out that t.ia; En^iaeer's report h ^ nat even given such • ^'ian:;:'a3 laa.a. ^he figure
listed in it vas $v.3 c '.

;'rs- Daason said she w^.,3 protesting the p-.ving o^ Short

Street in behalf of her mother Mrs. Georgia Carrier '-" Mr. Leshcn said he was
not opposed to !'• imen the cost w...s $6.00 but he was opposed to it now. This
ni,-de rOO^f ag,inst the paving of Short, Street.
Thereupon^ CouncilTa..n "oke muved Shor" Street bs deleted from the program.
Motion v, s seconded b;a Counc:ilia;-a.

TJ illi--;.;ooi:

• v.d. c-".jrrisd.

I
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I

Cedar Street, begirding with its iniersection
section inn,- :hvr;,.w: •. Avenue,
ni here

fhe engineer's estimate per front foot being $11.8'.

w--s - petition presented with eight (8) signature out of' twelve ( 1 2 ) lots.
Thereupon, Co unciln ...... hoho . icv^d Hed.r Street be deleted, seconded by

Council';*'.-!, hriicelov.

fiction c.. rried.

Ivy Street beginning with its intersection vTil,]:.. T ';,i/. '-venue uo i^e i;vtersectior with K-V--."1!-.-. r.reviue.

The ^igicie^r ! e estii,i>..oe being $l6.'i t ;.

n 'here

v.c

._•. petit or; presented lisir." fourteen ( l U ) lots . ::d nine (y) sigrio/tures.
property oilier snid there were L/WG lobs lieted tli^t were r:c'", supposed to be,
!'!r. Dye 1 3

nd Mr. Wood's ,nd uhie would ^,..Ke if fvelre ( 1 2 ) lots.

He 3-..id c,lso

th^f Kr. p.ruley did not sign these petitions but Uon.lLi;y went c.loi-g with the
::i-...jor±ty -,.s did h'r.

TJ olle,ce.

Thereupon, CounciL^n Hone ;«;oved. tu.,.t Ivy Street he deleted fron uhe pro-

I

Tho Ihnyor 3oid fh^t he ?-^d gotten i; fornntion on in.3uin.nce for the Folios
Reserve ;.nd that it wrs for $2 r .'; f ... t; e,..r.

r'e

s<.-id this oeenied .. ridiculously

low price end he told bhen bo ;36:id hiv.L ' hinder 01: this until ve could get
policy.

t/ie

The coiiip.-.,, i3 ;-icDonouiy,-Cinnrton-3heperd-Goldg r 'iifh,, Generni In3ur,n ; ce.

It w.:.5 ,,5i-;ed whether 'oho $20.^0 -ss per person.

<Tn n? 1 ? y , o r

3 rnn1 if -•..•-; :^t, bub

the../- did soy tht t the c c j t could go to $1.18 per person ana. there .-re thi.rt.een
(13)

members.

This is r;ving the;a .;. co-er-ge of $100,000 e,_ch person for bodily

injury, $300,000 e-.ch oceurence of bodil u . irgur,, .n--! $25}0o\,. e-.ch occurence
of property d.irnage.
should gr-.:b it.

'The Council fe.lt fh;...t if i t

1T ...3

,. b such :. low cost we

The Msyor s^-id he hnd fold theni tu jo die^yi with this and. the

n-..r ;>re covered now.

I

.A.t this 'time the Recorder' re.::.d tlio title 'to the Storn Sewer Ordinance.

74
Af.; ORDIhOrCE PROHIBITING THE DR.-JK.'.GE Oh SURFACE WA.TT2R IhVO THE S/JJITARY

S^WBR TnTf;:: o:' TTT:D err c:1 "rmo., .'-::D PROVIDING pSTni/ri^y FOR THE viouiior

I

Oy THI3 ORDEh-JTOS.
The Recorder told Council we needed .v. notion to accept t h u s ;-.y the record.
re,..ding and the ordinance to he .,dopted or rejected.

Council: ^-,11 hnicelo v ; -•-..id

he h..,d conducted his s tuoh' of the people in his w^.rd nnn there TJ;.,O pocn^hl^ hot
Oue or ;/:./o people on e<.-ch of the streets tho.t tied into cur lines . n.n -c/n-.-t the
never houses were trie one;;; tied in.
•ones

;

nhed n o o to tie

in.

T!e

The Major s-id the nr^er riousen T.ene ; n'-0

went on to s.- v " th^-t sever;.! people l'u,d t;,lned to

hin nnd. thd:. no/ie of them objected, to this chnrn:re.
s ,,w where Belle • cted on this l,,.st vreek.
i C he la.e"-,' of

Councilnian lOiicele,;- snid he

Cour.cilr.-.r Knicele o ..sked the I-hn or

-i\ ''re,, ihiere we Mi^ht h ,,ve prohleins.

Dennio Jones ;;...i'..'! t-h...t o::

I
having trou-hle irith ^-nnter.

The l<a <; -or s-id th^t we h-.^ve sever.-:.! ,.,_re<-3 th.nt h-nve

.-.- need of o^ni^-.'.: 1 / sewers but if we would ...;ttempt to do uhis Tat-aout ^owe financia
,dde it would cost the citizens of Nitro $12.00 or $ll|..00 for n-niitni 1 , sen'd:-e

Cross L,-.nes.

Cc

w n s n ' t going to cure it-, uln-n. it w;,s

. ntep in tiie right direction.

It w...s

pointed out th.nt it cost the City quite n bit o" ,;ione;/ to ~re.,,t ^.-his r-:-in:-.\,ter.

I
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I

.A!" ORDRRRiOE PROHIBITITG r 'lR3
3SWER SYSTEM O7? THE CR" V -7
O17 THIS OilDIM.j;C3.

lOT OF SURFACE WATER T'^O vRE SA^ITR
^RTDRRG- REALTIES FOR RRR VIOL \ 10

.Lecige, per.ui or .J-LCT-T sv;:-i
i..::j;i3 or iron ^:cia oth.er sonrca L-o Jr,.i.a in^o the 3 :.;;io,'.jiv 3ewer sister,; cR bhe
City of Mt/ro.
Jt shall Re ::Re cR:.R cR' R'!s ^ropsrt^ ovner- o:r uT-msrs, Joi,:1Rv' or .;ever-.!!„.•,

-^j..^
' • • -i o

I

o
r • • -^.u^-^v-.--;
' - ] . ' . • • - r--;i
01

, ,ri
--1--.-.

Whoever violates ;aiy provioions of this Ordij;:^iC-3 or liO^leclc or R;.ils Lo
coiuplj" T-"itli i-my order or rr- : -j;ij.L..-.uioii rn.o.de 'Rierev/-der 3h^.lL be deemed guilty oR
i. ;aisde:ne.,nor -.-r.d -^.neR --JA I G J - -R'-n ,R.? Doll.-r R ! J1.-jA'

\ prc

i". oj. .iijjico-rpj-i^-ijce 3,1—0.1 coi.'.',n^:uc ^u -J..L const/it.-vibe

sep_.r. J".e olRs-'.je.

Re ...jjplic.RiO'.': or use ol R,3 . ijove peu-1 provisi ons sR^ll no..- be aelR tc
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October ill, 1969.
There were present: W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen^ E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.

I

Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf, and Kenton L. Williamson, members of Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
The Recorder reported that she had complied with direction of Council
by ordinance heretofore adopted and had duly advertised for bids for permanently improving and constructing by repaving, surfacing, re-surfacing,
grading, draining, and curbing upon and along Bank Street beginning with its
intersection with Twentieth Street to its intersection with Twenty First
Street; Second Avenue beginning with its intersection with First Avenue (95>
feet south of center line of Seventh Street) to its intersection with Twenty
First Street; Eighteenth Street beginning with its intersection with First
Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue; Twenty First Street beginning
with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue
in the Kanawha Valley Leader a newspaper of general circulation in the City of

I

Nitro for two successive weeks as required by said ordinance.
Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley moved the Publishers Affidavit be set
out and made a part of the minutes. Motion seconded by Councilman Goodwin
and carried.
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of West Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I, M. K. Boster, Manager of Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper
of general circulation, published in the City of Hitro, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, do solemnly swear that the annexed

I

79
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

I

THE CITY OF NITRO will receive sealed proposals for the paving, repaving, widening, surfacing, re-surfacing, grading, draining, curbing and
guttering and otherwise permanently improving same, upon and along Bank
Street beginning with its intersection with Twentieth Street:to;its intersection with Twenty First Street; Second Avenue beginning with its intersection with First Avenue (95 feet south of center line of Seventh Street) to
its intersection with Twenty First Street; Eighteenth" Street beginning with
its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue;
Twenty First Street beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its
intersection with Third Avenue.
Proposals will be received only on and.in accordance with forms furnished
by the City Recorder. Work must be performed in accordance with plans, specifications, profiles and estimates on file with Grace Lewis, City Recorder.
Payment for said work will be made by certificates in the manner set out in
bid proposal forms. The contractor shall deposit a certified check or bidder's
bond in the amount of Five percent (5/2) of the bid price and furnish letter
committing performance bond.

I

All bids shall be sealed and in the hands of Grace Lewis, City Recorder,
on or before U:30 o'clock P. M. EST, lUth day of October, 1969. Bids will
be opened and publicly read at the City Hall in the Council Chamber at a
meeting of the Council to be held on the lUth day of October, 1969 at 8:00
o'clock P. M. EST. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids
or to waive any irregularities in bids.
Plans, specifications and proposal sheets may be obtained at the Office
of Grace Lewis, City Recorder.
GRACE LEWIS
CITY RECORDER, CITY OF NITRO

was duly published in said paper once a week for two-successive weeks, commencing with the issue of the 25th day of September, 196_9_, and ending with
the issue of the 22nd day of October, 196_9_, and was posted at the Court House
of Kanawha County on
Manager, M. K. Boster
Kanawha Valley Leader
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October, 1969.
James Jefferies

I

Notary Public for Kanawha County, West Virginia.
My commission expires August 28, 1972.

The Recorder presented sealed bids submitted by Blackrock Contracting,
Inc. and Orders and Haynes Paving Co. Thereupon, the foregoing contractors
bids were listed and read as follows:

I

BLAGKROCK CONTRACT INlr, INC. (read by Councilman Goodwin)
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item

No . 1
No . 2
Mo . 3
No . h

No . 5

No . 6
No . 7
No . 8
Wo . 9

Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price

.ho

Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total

.35

.15

13 .60
13 .60
13 .00

56 .00
U6 .00

13 .60

Bid
356 .00
Bid
38o .00
Bid
266 .55
Bid 1U ,620 .00
Bid 9,792 .00
Bid 9,360 .00
Bid
616 .00
Bid 2,162 .00
Bid 2,108 .00

$ 39,588.55

TOTAL BID

ORDERD AND HAYNES PAVING CO. (read by Councilman Tidquist)
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item

No . 1
No . 2
No . 3
No . 1*
No . 5

No . 6
No . 7
No . 8
No . 9

Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price

.15

Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid

.35
.02

13 .00

13 .00
13 .00
75 .00

5o .00

•13 .00

TOTAL BID

$

133 .50

308 .00
355 .ho
13 ,975 .00
9,360 .00
9,360 .00
825 .00
235 .00

I

2,015 .00

38,681.90

Mr. Gandee said the only thing that would go over was the 9 inch porcelain, everything else was under the estimate. He went on to say this was
lower than the State was getting and lower then we had last year.

Council-

man Hoke said the other streets should have been left in the program with
the cost being so low.
Mr. Gandee, Engineer, retired to an adjoining office to compute the
foregoing bids of cost per front foot for each street.

After computing the

bids, Mr. Gandee returned to the Council Chamber and submitted to the Council
the following cost per front foot for the bid of Orders and Haynes Paving
Company, the low bidder.

I

81

I

Street

Engineer's Estimate

Calculations

Bank Street

5.53

3.8?

Second Avenue
First Ave. to 19th St.

5.53

Second Avenue
19th St. to 21st St.

19-08 with concrete
5-23 without concrete

19.98 with concrete
1+.61 without concrete

3.20

18th Street

2. 75

21st Street

6.97

Mr. Garidee said he would like to reserve the right to verify his calculations.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved the bid be awarded to Order and Haynes,
the low bidder.

Motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried unanimously.

Mr. Gandee said he would verify his calculations and give the Mayor a
letter on this.

The Mayor asked Mr. Michael when he would have a contract

ready for Bob Orders to sign and pointed out that time was a prime factor.
Mr. Gandee pointed out there was a standard form for this contract in the
specifications if it met with Mr. Michaels approval.

The Mayor said he would

call Mr. Orders and tell him to get his performance bond and to be in Mr.
Michaels office before 12:00 o'clock Saturday, October 18, 1969.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Hoke
moved the meeting be adjourned.

Motion carried unanimously.

VJ_^
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W. ¥. Alexander, Mayor

^_Xjj^,io

ace "Lewis, Recorder
Grace
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October 2i,
The City Council met in regular session on October 21, 1969.
There were present: W. W. Alex ;tnder; Mayom, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L, I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo
D. Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf, and KentonlL. Williamson, members of City
Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order and Reverend Horton of
the First Baptist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved the minutes for the meetings held October 7 and
October 1U be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin and carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved the financial statement for the month of
September be accepted. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin and carried.
Councilman Allen said he was asked to make a report sometime ago on the
sign on Plant Road which allows no iight turn toward Park Avenue. He went on

I

to say that last Ivednesday afternoon he made a survey and approximately l\S
cars turned right, some were trying to avoid the traffic and some were going
home.

Councilman Allen recomraended that we either-enforce the law or take

the sign down.

The Mayor said that the traffic committee had made recommen-

dations that the sign be left up.

Councilman Hoke said that when the school

permitted us to open that street into their land it was their wish that we
would not let the plant traffic go through their because of the school children and that was the reason the sign was erected. He went on to say that
he believed the sign should be left and the law should be enforced.

Council-

man Waldorf asked wheter the sign was still up and whether it was visible.
The answer was yes.

The Mayor said he would issue anI order to the Police

Department to enforce the law.

I
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Councilman Goodwin then reported that he had checked on the three loca-

I

tions where street lights were requested. He said there was a pole on Wilson
Street that could be used and there was also a pole on Kanawha Avenue, South.
Councilman Goodwin said there would have to be a pole set on Sattes Circle,
and asked how we would go about getting one put there. The Mayor said that
we would have to notify the power company and they would send one of their
engineers to make a survey and then they would send us a map of what they
would and could do and their cost estimate.
Thereupon, Councilman Goodwin moved that street lights be put on pole
number 137AUU3 on Kanawha Avenue, South and also on pole number 113B26 on
Wilson Street. Motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf and carried.
These are to be 3,5>00 mercury vapor lights.
Councilman Goodwin said he would check into getting a pole set on Sattes
Circle.

I

The Mayor said the people on Michigan Avenue, from Kinder Lane to the
backwater, have asked permission to put in an 18 foot street on their own.
He went on to say that the railroad companies property abutts one side of
this and that the railroad company could not be assessed. These people
have kept this road rocked and it seems to have a good base and they contacted Orders and Haynes Paving Company and they have given them a price of
laying blacktop"over the rock base.

The Mayor went on to say that we have

done this at several places and that he had contacted the engineer, Mr. Gandee,
who gave his approval. These people have every property owner but one agreeing
to pay their portion.

The Mayor said he had received this quotation from Mr.

J. W. Burgess of 509 Michigan Avenue and that he and Mr. Gandee had approved
it. They are planning to pave with hot 11aid asphaltic concrete leveling course

I

© 2 " compacted depth and then put a hot laid asphaltic conrete wearing course
& 1" compacted depth.

Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley said it was refreshing to see someone
in town who wanted to do some paving and moved that these people be given
the permission to do so. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin and

I

carried.
Councilman Tidquist said the house which we had talked about on 30th
Street had been tornidown to the floor and the rest is just lying there.
He said that it was an eyesore.

Councilman Hoke said this was where Mr.

Yates had not cleaned up yet. The Mayor said we would notify Mr. Yates to
clean this up.
The Mayor said he had a long report which he would not attempt to read.
He said that it meant the C & P Telephone Company is trying to talk all the
municipalities into an increase in telephone rates. He went on to say that
they showed where the price of everything else is going up which everyone
already knows.

It was pointed out that they need about $1.00 a month from

each telephone user in the valley.

Councilman Hoke asked if they had anything

I

in the report showing the increase of telephones put into new houses. They
did not have.

Councilman Allen said that when the dial system went into effect

the telephone company said the prices would probably go down because they
could serve more people and now they were trying to raise the costs and he
was against it.

Councilman Waldorf asked what they wanted from the Council.

The Mayor said the didn't want us to protest the increase and they weren't
asking us to approve it. Councilman Tidquist said he felt they were too
high now.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved that we strongly protest an increase
in rates. Motion was seconded by Councilman Allen and carried.
Councilman Waldorf said that several months ago we had discussed signs
which obstructed peoples view and that the sign committee was to make a
survey. He said that he had several calls about signs obstructing views : and

I
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that he felt some of these signs were put up without any thought to this

I

and that they probably would move them without any trouble. He said a
sign wa,s located on 31st Street and First Avenue for the church located
on 31st Street and Second Avenue.

Councilman Kniceley asked if the Street

Sign Committee had the jurisdiction on this sort of thing. The Recorder
said she didn't believe they did have. After some discussion it was decided
that the Street Sign Committee could make a survey on this. The Majtor said
there was one sign that he wanted to get moved right away, the one at the
east end of town which has the church signs on it. He said that this sign
had been damaged during the storm and that we were going to have to put
stronger poles onthem. He said that we were going to move it on up to
Cleveland Avenue.

Councilman "aldorf said that along with this perhaps the

committee could look for other forms of obstructions such as shrubbery, etc.
He went on to say that he would like to see some kind of headway on this be-

I

cause of the great amount of traffic.
Councilman Hoke said that perhaps they could look into the corner of
19th Street, Plant Road, and First Avenue. He said this did not go at a
o
9-0 angle and that it caused trouble. The Mayor said we asked the State Road
Commission to do something about this and also down at i;1st Street and they
refuse to do anything due to the plans to put a four lane highway through
here.

He said this was also reason for us not getting stoplights put in on

First Avenue.
Councilman Allen asked if it was possible to get a. crosswalk sign placed
on Ij.0th Street. The Mayor asked if we had painted a, crosswalk out there.
Councilman Allen said not at this area, that this was out next to the trailer.,
court.

I

The Recorder said she did not believe we had ever had a request for

one out in that area. The Mayor said that we put one in at Cochran's Circle
entrance and that he would check into getting one out next to the trailer court,
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that we have to get permission from the State Road Commission but that last
time we had no: trouble with getting the permission.
Councilman Waldorf brought up the matter of people burning leaves and
trash within the City limits.

I

He said he had calls on two families burning

such and that his caused a bad odor. He went on to say he believed they
had garbage cans and service, that they were renters.

It was asked whether

this had been reported to the police. Councilman Waldorf said he did not
know, but that he would call it in the next time they start burning.

The

Mayor said that the Health Department was iiatching the restaurants close and
that if they have drums they are making them get cans with lids.

Councilman

Kniceley asked if the attorney had ever come up with an ordinance on the
gargage. Mr. Michael aaid that he had not but that he should have it soon.
The Mayor asked him to have this ready at the next Council meeting.
Mr. Frank Cunningham introduced himself and four other gentlemen from
Nitro Park Addition and presented a petition for the City of Nitro to annex

I

into the City the ares, known as Nitro Park Addition. He said that due to
the number of cases of hepsfcitis and the health hazard caused from lack of
sewers that this area was wide open tc diseases.

The petition he presented

was signed by 93 persons out of a possible 103-

He said they had 52 houses

end 3 trailers. He went on to say that they were wondering if they could
get into the City limits and could they have some idee, as to how much the
sewer fees would be.

The Mayor said that it would be an impossibility to

tell them at this time how much it would cost or how much rates would be,
that it would be based on the amount of money spent on the improvements. He
went on to say that we have two large areas that we don't have sewers to and
we are waiting for the Fedeaaal Government to give us some financial aide.
Mr. Cunningham said they were hoping that we would sewer their area when we
did IjOth Street. The Mayor said it would, be best to do it at that time but
he could not tell them what the cost would be.

It was brought up that only

I

ten people had not signed the petition and Mr. Cunningham said the main

I

reason Tor this Has that these people were afraid of expensive paving programs, that several owned corner lots. The Mayor said that they do have
a bad problem in this area and he thought it would pay to have a heart to
heart talk with the ten who will not sign the petition.

Mr. Cunningham

said that he did not feel these people would protest against the annexation.
The Mayor said that in order to take in an area such as Kitro Park Addition
you have to have an election throughbut the town and this would cost around
$2,000 and that it would seem a shame to spend that kind of money on an
election when it could be used for sanething else. He went on to say that
if all the people would sign the petition they might be able to be taken in
by a minor boundary change which would have to come by an order of a judge
in the circuit court. Mr. Cunningham asked if they had to have 100$ for

I

annexation before they could be taken in by a boundary change. The Mayor
said he did not know, that the law states that if there is a reasonable objection they have to have .an election. Mr. Cunningham said the people who would
n6t sign the petition were the ones who would not bother to get the facts.
The Mayor said that at the present time we have nothing better to offer,
these people and that they definitely had a problem that he would like to
see taken care of. He suggested that we get these people in and let us talk
to them. He went on to say that if we were able to change their minds we
could save the cost of an election by taking them in with a minor boundary
change. Councilman Allen pointed out that we could not promise these people
that we would have the sewers in two or five years from now.

Mr. Cunningham

said they knew that but at least they would have some hope, and asked how

I

many names they would have to have to take it before the judge. Mr. Michael
said he did not have his code book with him but that he would check it for
them.

Councilman Waldorf said it could, be that they would have enough signa-

tures now. The Mayor said he did not know what the thinking of Judge Taylor

was on this. Mr. Cunningham said that he believed the judge would be
sympathetic due to the health conditions.

Councilman Hoke suggested

they get a letter from the Health Department.
would be able to do this.

Mr. Cunningham said he

I

The Mayor said we should accept the petition and

take no action until some of the questions are taken care of. Mr. Cunningham
said that at the next council meeting perhaps we could have some of the answers.
Thereupon, Councilman Waldorf moved the petition be accepted and held
until we have more information. Motion was seconded by Councilman Hoke snd
carried. Mr. Cunningham asked if they could draw up another petition like
this one to try to get the other people to sign. The Mayor said that they
could snd that it would help.

Mr. Cunningham asked if they had to pay for

sewer service if they did not have a sewer tap. The Mayor said no one was
forced to pay without service but they would be required to tie into the
sewer.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Hoke

I

moved the raeeting be adjourned.

X
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W. W. Alexander, Mayor
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Grace Lewis, Recorder
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November k, 1969
The city council met in regular session on November U, 1969.

I

There were present: W. W. Alexanderj Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo
BX Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf, and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the
City Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order and Reverand Victor
Scott of Sattes Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved the minutes for the meeting of October
21, 1969 be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf. Motion
carried.
Councilman Kniceley reported for the street sign commettee as follows:
(1) the Calvary Church sign located on First Avenue at 31st Street be
moved back four feet from the highway toward the sidewalk.

I

(2) the shrubs

on the parkway at 3Uth and 35th Streets be trimmed or removed. He explained that there is a flower box containing shrubs at 35th Street which
blocks the motorists view. On the corner of Park Avenue and llth Street
West a large shrub needs to be trimmed especially the lower branches.
Councilman Kinceley explained further that he feels the need of a good
supply of stop signs. The Mayor explained that any driver should know to
stop before entering a thoroughfare and that it would cost a couple
thousand dollars to purchase stop signs for the town. In answer to
Councilman Knieeley's question regarding prices of stop signs the Mayor
said that one sign would cost approximately nine dollars and that was
without labor.
Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley moved that the land owners be notified

I

to remove the shrubs from the parkway between 3l*th and 35th Streets and
the lower branches of the shrub on Park Avenue and llth Street West be
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removed, and that the owners be given a fifteen day period. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Goodwin upon a vote, motion carried.
Councilman Allen questioned the shrubs on parkway at 34th and 35th
Streets being located on city property. This is to be checked.

I

Councilman Kniceley said he would like to see the purchase of
stop signs considered in our next budget that if we bought so many a. year
we would soon have a good supply. In discussion in the type of sign it
was pointed out that the state instructs us as to the kind of sign we can
use at intersections on state highways and that they are expensive.
Councilman Hoke asked if writing the sign on the street would be lees
expensive and the Mayor said that it would. In answer to Councilman
Kniceley as to how long a painted sign would last the Mayor said probably
a year.
Councilman Waldorf asked if anything had been accomplished on
the cleaning of the lot located on the corner of 30th Street and the
Recorder reported that she had talked with the owner of the property

I

who had given her the name of the contractor that demolished the
house on this lot, that Captain Palmer had talked with the contractor
regarding cleaning the lot and had been promised that it would be
cleaned up very soon. The office had received numerous calls regarding
a refrigerator located on this lot and that Captain Palmer had been
successful getting the refrigerator removed. The same contractor demolished a house on Hillside Drive and Captain Palmer has also talked to
him about cleaning up this lot and he promised he would do it in the
near future.
There were present at the meeting a number of people from the Nitro
Park Addition, who are requesting the city to annex the Nitro Park Addition
area. The Mayor explained that we did not have a report from our attorney

I

regarding questions involved in annexing this area. Mr. Cunningham,

I

spokesman for the group, said they had discovered there was a number of
vacant lots and the owners did not sign the petition which they presented to the Council October 21, 1969.

The Mayor explained that they

should contact these owners in an effort to have their name signed to
the petition for annexation.

In answer to question of the number of

vacant lots the guess was UO or £0. In answer to Mayor's question on
the size of lots Mr. Cunningham said that most of them were 1*0 feet by
120 feet. Mr. Cunningham presented letters from Doctor Arnold D. Burke,
Doctor Page H. Seekford, and Charles R. Saber, Chief Sanitarian of the
Charleston Health Department. The letters dealt with contamination and
spreading of disease, improper sewage systems, a detailed report of
the Sanitary Survey conducted by the Charleston Health Department and

I

recommendations to the people of this area. The Mayor suggested that Mr.
Cunningham leave the letters and surveys and that we shall make a copy
of them for our files. The group discussed the amount of money it would
take for an election. Mr. Cunningham asked how to go about getting
names of the vacant lot owners. The Mayor referred him to the County
Clerks Office of Kanawha County or secure the names from the Record Room
or County Assessor.
The Recorder presented a letter from the Charleston Area Chapter of
Muscular Dystrophy Associations of America, Inc., who asked permission
to hold their annual fund raising campaign during the period of November
l£ to December 15, 1969 • Thereupon, Council moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf that permission be granted. Motion carried.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman

I

Hoke moved the meeting be adjourned.
___

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

c••
Gr4ce Lewis, Recorder

92

November 18, 1969
The City Council met in regular session November 18, 1969.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,

I

Hugo D. Tidquist, and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the Council.
Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order and Reverend Victor
Scott of Sattes Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for the meeting of November k>
1969 be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Williamson. Motion
carried.
The Financial Statement for October was read. Councilman Kniceley
moved the financial statement be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin. Motion carried.
The Recorder reported that a letter had been sent to the minister
of the Calvary Baptist Church regarding the church sign located on

I

First Avenue and also a letter to Mr. Knell regarding his tree on the
corner of Park Avenue and llth Street West.
Councilman Kniceley reported that the lower branches of the tree
had been cut and that this had helped motorists vision on the corner.
It was also reported that bush and shrubs on First Avenue and 3l*th
and 35th Streets are on city property and that the city crew will take care
of this matter.
Councilman Goodwin reported that the lot on 30th Street and First
Avenue had not been cleaned up and that they were given fifteen days
to clean it up. The Mayor said we would have Captain Palmer to talk
to the owner.
The Mayor reported that Mr. Curtis of the water Company had brought
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31st Street East and Brookhaven Drive and that the city also sent a

I

letter to the water Company for an estimate of the installation and costs
of the hydrants.
Councilman Hoke asked about the new street paving program and the
Mayor replied that he had tried to contact Mr. Orders of Orders and Haynes
and had not been able to locate him, that he had left word for Mr.
Orders to call him.

In discussion of installing blacktop it was pointed

out that blacktop could be installed in weather of 1+0 degrees.
The Mayor informed the Council that our traffic light for the intersection of 21st Street and 2nd Avenue was completely worn out and that the
men had installed four way stop sign at the intersection and from reports
people had accepted the stop sign favorably.

The members of the Council

agreed that the stop sign were working out real well. The Mayor said that

I

he and Captain Palmer had talked about installing the sign at center
point of the intersection, and the question arose if the motorist could
get around center located sign. The Mayor felt that we should try the
stop signs for a period to be sure that they would work out satisfactory.
Other questions brought out in discussion were the installation for
individual signs or one big sign hanging from center with four way stop.
What ever sign used it would need to be anchored securely. Painting the
stop sign on the payment and also use signs. The Mayor asked the Traffic
Committee to make a study of the intersection and report the recommendations at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Tidquist reported that Jess Hoffman asked the city to do
some repair work on Easter Road. The Mayor said that this section was in

I

need of repair and that our street crew had done some work in this area
but the property owners had objected to it therefore the street crew
has stopped their work and that he would have the men to check this
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road again.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Hoke moved the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried.

I
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W. W. Alexander, Mayor

/ X Grace Lewis, Recorder
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December 2, 1969
The City Council met in regular session December 2, 1969.

I

There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kneneth K. Kniceley, Hugo E. Tidquist,
and Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council. Councilmen L.I.Hoke
and Tom M. Waldorf being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for the meeting of November 19,
1969 be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Allen. Motion
carried.
It was reported the shrubs on 3Uth and 35th Streets had been cleared
out. Report was made to Council that the office had had a call on hedge
obstructing vision of motorists coming from West 12th Street onto Park
Avenue. Councilman Kniceley reported that all of these intersections had
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been checked by the committee. Councilman Tidquist said that it was necessary
to ease onto Park Avenue from the side streets because of the shrubs and
hedges. It was pointed out that the curbs on these side streets had
been painted in order to eliminate parking of cars at these points.

Council-

man Kniceley said the shrub was far enough back because you have the car
length plus the sidewalk.

The Mayor said you have the parking lane which

is 8 feet and the sidewalk which is h feet.

Councilman Tidquist said it

would not help if the shrub were cut. The Mayor asked Councilman Tidquist
to check this situation.
Councilman Kniceley asked why Orders & Haynes had not started on the
paving contract? The Mayor reported that since he has signed the contract
we have not had suitable weather to lay the concrete which would be the
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first phase of the job. It was pointed out that 21st Street had numerous
bad holes and cannot be put off much longer.

Councilman Kniceley brought up

the weather changes and said that the work had to be done sometime. The
Mayor said that the contractor would have his men start working and if the
temperature would drop he would stop the job and that he would not pour

I

blacktop below UO degrees temperature. The Mayor said that he would check
with Mr. Orders in an effort to see when he could begin the work.
Councilman Allen reported that he had received all favorable comments on
the traffic stop sign on 21st Street and 2nd Avenue, however, that the ideal
situation would be to install a red blinker which would clearly help at night.
It was suggested that the red blinker and four way stop signs would be the
ideal solution.

The Council observed a blinker light system in a catalog

arm suggested that this type of sign be used but that the four stop signs be
erected also. The cost of the light being $22£.00. The Mayor said he thought
that the blinker light and the additional signs could be purchased within
the neighborhood of $300.00. Councilman Allen moved that a blinker light
and signs be purchased.

Seconded by Councilman Tidquist.

Motion carried.

I

The Recorder presented a reply from the West Virginia water Company
on cost of installation of two hydrants.
1. Install fire hydrant on 31st Street East (Pine Grove Road)
approximately 2000' from the hydrant located on the corner of 31st
Street and 2nd Avenue. Estimated cost $900.00.
2. Install fire hudrant on Brookhaven Drive, approximately llj.001
from existing hydrant on the corner of Brookhaven Drive and Brookhaven
Circle. Estimated cost $900.00.
Thereupon Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, that the
two hydrants be ordered intstalled at the quoted estimated prices. Upon
a vote motion carried.
Mr. Cunningham from Nitro Park Addition got the additional landowners

I

and a map for the Council to look over. He said he hoped they will consider

I

and act soon. The Annexation Committee will study it, the committee is
composed of Chairman - Councilman Williamson, Councilman Goodwin and Councilman Kniceley. There are 5>1 families in favor and 5> are not. Out of 30 lot
owners they are unable to locate five. Mr. Cunningham said there weren't any
strictly against annexation but they can't find some of the owners. The Mayor
siad Councilman Williamsot imay want information from him when ever the committee
gets together and told him to get the addresses or phone numbers.
The Mayor asked Councilman Tidquist if he had been contacted by the
people about the Dog Wardens new uniform. The cost was $25.00.

Councilman

Tidquist said he had not been contacted.
Councilman Tidquist said the street lights on West 13th and the corner of
West 12th and Park Avenue were out. The Mayor told him to call Applachian
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and to tell anyone who sees one is out to call Applachian.
Councilman Kniceley reported that he had been confronted by member of
his church regarding the situation at the Four Horsemen Club on Bank Street.
A representative of the Liqueur Control Agency had been refused admittance
to the Club. Persons under age are allowed to go in and that a fourteen year
old boy plays in the band. He asked why Policemen cannot check this out
and issue warrents for such. The Mayor explained that our Policemen have
to see violence in the Four Horsemen and that only the Alchol Inforcement
Officer had the jurisdiction to make arrests. Reported further that our
officers had made numerous arrests on the outside of the club.

Councilman

Allen reported that he had heard comments that the gorup that attends the
dub does get out of hand. Councilman Tidquist said that members are not
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the only ones going in the Club. Councilman Allen said it was a simple
process to become a member. The Mayor stressed that it was the state law
that our Police Officers cannot go in unless there is a fight or some sort
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of violence. This man has state liscense and therefore it is the city's
duties to sell him a city liscense. Councilman Allen asked if our Policemen
could be seen in there that maybe this would control some of the problems.
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The Mayor said if they would grant admittance the Policemen could go in. The
Mayor said he would talk to the Liqueur Control Chairman and get opinion and
more information. Councilman Kniceley said it has a bad affect on our
city because of the fights and drunks. The people of his church are
talking about it. The Mayor said that our Policemen spend a great deal of
time around this place. Councilman Allen said that construction men are
spending a lot of time and money in this place. The Mayor said he would
check with the Commissioner as to how much jurisdiction our officers have.
Councilman Kniceley moved and seconded by Councilman Allen to despense
with regular meeting of December 16 unless there should be some urgent business.
Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson that the city

I

office be closed December 25 and 26. Motion carried.
Mayor Alexander appointed Councilman Goodwin as member of the Planning
Commission. Thereupon Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman
Allen to confirm the Mayor's appointment. Motion carried.
There being no further business; to come before the Council motion by
Councilman Kniceley for adjournment carried.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

Gr^ce Lewis, Recorder

I

January 6, 1970
The City Council met in regular session January 6, 1970.
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There were present; w. i'J. Alexander; ilayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I, Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.
Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council.
Mayor Alexander called the mrneting to order.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for the meeting of December 2,
1969. be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Williamson. Motion
carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved the Financial Statement for the month of November
1969 be accepted. Motion seconded by Councilman Waldorf. Notion carried.
The recorder reported the new stop'sign had bean delivered. The stop sign
was purchased from W. 3. Barley Company at cost of $llU.OO and a dozen bulbs for
$5.6U.
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The Mayor reported that the Water Company had installed the new fire hydrant
on 31st Street, East and Brookhaven Drive.
Representatives from the Nitro park Addition were present at the meeting.
Luke Michael, the City Attorney, informed the Council and the representatives
that in order to annex this area without holding an election that the area would
have to be less than a square mile and it would be necessary to secure petitions
signed by 60 percent of the qualified votors and 60 percent of the freeholders and
that the petitions would be presented by the City to the Circuit Court. The Court
would determine the benefits that Nitro could give the annexing area and also
the benefits the area would be giving Nitro. The Council entered into a discussion
as to a portion of that area being in Putnam County and if the area did lie in both
counties then it would be necessary to present petitions to both Kanawha and
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Putnam Circuit Courts. Several of the representatives did not feel that a part of
the area that wished to be annexed to Nitro was in Putnam County that it all was
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in Kanawha County.

The Attorney advised that a complete survey should be run

on this area, and the mets and bounds be set out in the required petitions. The
Mayor pointed out that this question should be studied at length also pointing

I

out that the area of the Ortin Heights had been wanting to become B part of Nitro
for-a long time. The Annexation Committee is composed of Councilmen Williamson,
Kniceley and Goodwin. They were asked to make a study of this question and meet
with the City Attorney in an effort to see what should be done.
The Recorder presented a letter from the Applichian Power Company with the
following recommendations.
Remove 1,000 lumen lights now in place on poles 137-A-256; 137-A-25>2
136-C-577 and 137-A-295 and install 3500 lumen mercury vapor lights on
poles 137-A-25H; 137-A-2$6; 137-0-576 and 137-A-2#. These lights
would be installed on existing wood poles on the South side and West
End of the Circle. In order to provide lighting on the North Side of
the Circle it will be necessary to install new wood poles at all light
locations. We recommend h - 33>00 lumen mercury vapor units for this
section. The installation of the poles in this section will, however,
depend upon the cooperation of the property owners.'
This proposal, as shown on the attached map, would consist of removing
k - 1,000 lumen units at $1.30 each per month and the installation
of 9 - 3500 lumen units at $2.5>0 each per month resulting in a monthly
increase in the City's street light billing of $13.2£.

I

The map reffered to in the letter was given to Councilman Tidquist, (Jiairman of
the Street Light Committee.
Councilman Goodwin reported that the debris on 30th Street and 1st Avenue and
also lot on Hillside Drive had not been removed. The Mayor said that it would be
necessary to contact the owners of these lots.
Councilman Waldorf reported that the church sign on 31st Street and 1st Ave.
had not been relocated.

The Mayor said that the City would probably take care

of this matter.
Councilman Hoke asked if we had had a report on the survey of the Water
Company properties. The Mayor informed that he had not had a report, however,
he had been asked to come to St. Louis, Wednesday the ll^th with two representatives

I

101

from Monsanto Company. Councilman Hoke said there had been a lot in the newspapers
about what Nitro was going to do regarding the Water Company and that people think

I

Nitro is going to buy the Water Plant. The Mayor said that his statements had not
been what Nitro was going to do or wanted to do but there might be a report that
he himself would favor doing. This is the first phase of the preliminary study
to be reported on.
Councilman Kniceley brought out the story of the Four Horsemen Club on Bank
Street and the question of policing the Private Club was again discussed. The
Mayor said that any policing done is by the inspectors from the Alcholic Unit.
Councilman Hoke preposed doing everything to close this place that it had been
reported that the Police had watched the fighting on the streets and walked off
and wives of husbands who are drinking in the club are coming to him frequently
complaining of the Club. The Mayor said that our Police cannot arrest people inside
the Club but that they can outside and the Police have arrested several on the

I

outside. The Mayor also added that the person who told the story of the Police
walking off from the fight ahd come to the Police and apologized for an unture
statement.

Councilman Hoke said the wives have told him their husbands come home

at 5 and 6 o'clock bringing beer and wiskey from the Club. Councilman Allen asked
if the City Officers could be seen in the club that Clubs in Charleston quite
often the Police Officers are seen. This was discussed and pointedout that there
the Police

fficers could be moonlighting and it was also pointed out that there
o
weren't many local people who go to the Club. It was also brought out that the
wiskey liscense were suspended for a period of ten days, however the dub was allowed
to sell beer and didn't close. Councilman Tidquist asked if it was against the
law to put the names of people arresnted in the paper. Councilman Waldorf said
this would hurt a lot of innocent people and steps should be taken to inforce

I

the closing hour. The Attorney was asked to check the closing time on the Private Clubs,

102 Councilman Tidquist reported that George Minner of Brookhave had called his
attention to a culvert in the Brookhaven area that was not large enough to carry
off storm water. The Mayor said that last year the engineer had run a topo of
this water shed and had told the people the size of pipe they needed was Qk" and that

I

they had a 36". The minimum cost over $30.00 a foot but after this information no
one seemed to be interested.

In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question if there

was anything the City could do the Mayor said he did not know very much we could
do rith now. Councilman Allen reported that Charles Miller had told him that his
street was falling in. The Mayor said that practicly the same situation exists
in the area of Main Avenue and Boundary Street.
Councilman Goodwin reported the bad conditions of the switch track in the
Riverdale Acres area. Ke said he didn't know anything we could do about it. We
can inform

the Penn Central that we know about it.

Councilman Kniceley said that

this problem was a national thing. The Mayor asked if that track belonged to
Carbide.

Councilman Goodwin said not that area but the area above it belonged

to Carbide.

I

The Mayor brought up the Special Levy which, is voted on every three years
pointing out it is a continuation of our present rates. The notice of the Special
Election For Additional Municipal Levy was read for the first reading.
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTOR3 OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE

That a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, State of West
Virginia, held on the

day of January, 1970, the following order was

made and entered of record. TO-WIT:
The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that the maximum levies
for current expenses authorized by Article B, Chapter 11 of the Code of West
Virginia, as amended, will not provide sufficient funds for the payment of the

I
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current expenses of the City of Nitro, including expenditures for the purposed hereinafter set forth, and that an election should be held to increase such levies

I

under the provisions of Section 16, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the Code of West
Virginia, as amended, it is herby ordered:
1. That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental
Additional Recreation
2. That the approximate amount for each purpose is as follows:

I

Stree Maintenance and Rapairs, $6,000.00 for each fisca1 yppr for a period
of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three years.
Firemen's Wages, $3,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of 3 years.
Additional Street Lighting, $li,OQO.OO for each fiscal year for a period
of three ye-rs.
Policemen's Wages, $9,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of 3 years.
Library, $2,500.00 for each fiscal yerr f^r a period of three years.
Fire Hydrant Rental, $1,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three
years.
Additional Recreation, $1^,065. for each fiscal year for a period of three
years.
3. That the total approximate amount for said purpose or purposes if
$37,065.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three years.
h. That the separte and aggregate assessed valuation of each class of
taxable property within the municipality of Nitro is as follows:
Class I, $2,027,330- Class II, $LO,83U,6UOj Class IV, $10,5U9,Ol|Oj Aggregate,

$23,iai,oio
5. That the proposed additional rate of levy ir cents on each class of
property is as follows: Class I, 6.25^; Class II, 12.5^; Class IV, 250.
6. That the proposed years'to which-.the additional levy shall apply are

I

the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1970, July 1, 1971 and July 1, 1972.
7. That the question of such additional levy shall be submitted to a vote
at a special election, to be held on the

day of

, 1070.
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8. That the notice calling such election shall be given by the publication
of this order at least once each week for two successive weeks before said election,
within fourteen consecutive days next preceding the election, in the Kanawha Valley
Leader, a newspaper of general circulation in said Municipality and the only

I

qualified newspaper published therein and of general circulation in the City of Nitro.
Printed copies of this order shall also be posted at each place of voting at least
ten days befor said election. All the provisions of the laws concerning General Election shall apply as far as practicable, except that a separate ballot shall be used
at such election when held in connection with any other election.
9. That the ballot to be used at such election shall bein form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election to authorize additonal levies for the fiscal years
beginning July 1, 197C, July 1, 1971 and July 1, 1972 for the following purposes

I

and in the approximate amounts set forth as follows:
For street maintenance and repairs, the annual
approximate amount of

$6,000.00

For parks and recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

$6,500.00

For firemen's wages, the annual approximate
amount of

$3,500.00

For additional street lighting, the annual
approximate amount of

$U,000.00

For policemen's wages, the annual approximate
amount of

$9,£OO.OC

For library, the annual approximate amount cf

$2,500.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual approximate

amount of

$1,000.00

For additional recreation, the annual approximate
amount of

$U,065.00

The annual total approximate amount to be expended
during the term of this levy is $37,065.00.

I
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Additional levy shall be on Class I property, 6.?5cents; on Class II -*-w
property, 12.5 centsj Class IV property, 25 cents.

I

(

) For the Levies

(

) Against the Levies

Instructions: Those favoring the additonal levies, place (x) in the square
before "For the Levies>'; those against such levies place (x) in the square before
"Against the Levies."
Council of the City of Nitro
By:

, Mayor

Attest:
Recorder

Councilman Kniceley said that more people are using the Park and we are

I

spending more money. We are fortunate for the help and more people who are
using the park. We are going to need someone to be in charge of the Recreation
around the Dam.

Councilman Tidquist said we are not adding new facilities be-

cause we don't have money for the Park.

Councilman Kniceley said they thought

about building a storage and rest room in back of the Little League diamond.
These are just plans because these things are needed. Councilman Allen suggested
that we take one of the portables from the High School. The portables must be
removed from School ground by September 1970. Councilman Allen said he would
ask for two portables but we would have to move them.
The Mayor said we have hired another Policeman and put an increase in the
levy for them.

Councilman Kniceley moved that this be accepted as the first

reading of the resolution and order calling for a special election to be held

I

on the 2Uth day of February 1970. Motion seconded by Councilman Allen. Upon
a vote motion carried unanimously*
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The Recorder had two letters, one from the Sunrise Foundation, Inc. requesting

approval to make minimum solicitations among Nitro individual and business
residents on behalf of Sunrise Foundation, Inc., and a letter from the Kanawha
Valley Heart Association requesting perndssion to conduct its Annual Heart Fund
Drive in Nitro during the month of February, 197C.

I

Councilman Hoke moved,

seconded by Councilman Ti:5nv.ist, Kanawha Valley Heart Association be granted
permission but not the request from the Sunrise Foundation, Inc. liotic^ carried.
There being no further bus?j:ess to come before the Council, Councilman
Hoke moved the meeting be adjourned.

Motion Carried.

I
W. H. Alexander, Mayor

Vt

7\e Lewis, Recorder

I
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January 20, 1970
The City Council met in regular session on January 20, 1970.

I

There were present W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R.
V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist, and Tom Waldorf,
members of the Council. Councilman Kenneth K. Kniceley and Kenton L.
Williamson being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for January 6, 1970 be approved.
Seconded by Councilman Waldorf. Motion carried.
Councilman Allen moved the F inancial Statement for the month of December
-f*

be accepted. Motion seconded by Councilman Goodwin.

Motion carried.

The Annexation Committee was not ready to make their report on the Nitro
Park Addition.
Councilman Tidquist did not call the Committee members about the Street

I

lights in Valentine Circle due to the bad weather, the area will be surveyed
at another day.
It was pointed out that 30th Street property is not completely cleaned up,
yesterday a man was checking the owner regarding purchashing the lot.

Councilman

Allen said that Smith told him it would be some time before the man gets it cleaned up.
The Mayor said the report on the Water Purchase was not ready yet, he sent
it back for revisons and changes.

It should be ready in a couple weeks at least.

There was a meeting last Wednesday, January Ik, 1970 with engineers and other
interested officials.

The Mayor said there wasn't any reporting we could do,

that Horner & Shifrin Inc. were making some revisions.

Councilman Waldorf said

there was a lot of detailed work to be brought out. Councilman Hoke said
the less that was said about the Water Purchase the better off we would be.

I

The discussion about the Four Horseman Club on Bank Street was brought up
again. The Mayor indicated that a month or two ago things were bad but since

he talked to the owner things has been quiet. Also the Mayor brought out that
in checking with the Police, they told him that about UO trips a shift are
made by the Club. They have told him that things have quieted down. Councilman

I

Hoke said the cold weather probably has a lot to do with this. This bears close
watching. The Mayor said that Saturday night was a big night for the Police
Officers and not one of the arrest were frcm the Four Horseman club. Councilman
Allen said he found out the doing time of the Clubs, which was 2:00 Saturday
and 2:30 on weekdays. Drinks were not allowed after this time.
The Special Levy Resolution was presented, explaining that Item 9 had been
changed and Item 10 is the ballot form. The Mayor explained that the Kanawha
County Court has set their election for February 21, causing some confusion
regarding closing of Regestration books, the use of theRegestration books and
the length of time required by the County Court for their canvas.

It was suggested

that we reset the date of the Special Levy election to March 17, 1970.
The Resolution with revisions was read as follows:

I

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE

That at a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, State of West
Virginia, held on the

day of

, 1970, the

following order was made and entered of record, TO-WIT:
The Council of the Cityof Nitro being of the opionion that the maximum
levies for current expenses authorized by Article B, Chapter 11 of the Code of
West Virginia, as amended, will not provide sufficient funds for the payment of
the current expenses of the City of Nitro, including expenditures for the purposes
hereinafter set forth, and that an election should be held to increase such levies
under the provisions of Section 16, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the uode of West
Virginia, as amended, it is hereby ordered:

I

1. That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs

I

Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental
Additional Recreation
2. That the approximate amount for each purpose is as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs, $6,000.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,500.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.

I

Firemen's Wages, $3,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.
Additional Street Lighting, $U,000.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three years.
Policemen's Wages, $9,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.
Library, $2,500.00 for each fiscal year for a ppriod of
three years.
Fire Hydrant Rental, $1,000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
Additional Recreation, $1|,065.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.

I

3. That the toal approximate amount for said prupose or purposes
is $37,065.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three years.
Ij.. That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of each
class of taxable property within the municipality of Nitro is as follows:
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Class 1, $2,027,330; Class II, $10,83U,61|0; Class IV, $10,5U9,OUO;
Aggregate, $23,1(11,010.
5. That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on each class

I

of property is as follows: Class I, 6.25 cents; Class II, 12.5 cents;
Class IV, 25 cents.
6. That the proposed years to which the additional levy shall apply
are the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1970, July 1, 1971 and July 1, 1972.
7. That the question of such additional levy shall be submitted to
a vote &t a special election, to be held on the

day of

1970.
8. That notice calling such election shall be given by the publication
of this order at least once each week for two successive weeks before said
election, within fourteen consecutive days next preceding the election,
in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a newspaper published therein and of
general circulation in the City of Nitro. Printed copies of this order shall

I

also be posted at each voting at least ten days before said election.
All the provisions of the laws concerning General Election shall apply as far
as practicable, except that a separate ballot shall be used at such
election when held in connection with any other election.
9. For the purpose of this special levy election, absentee ballots
may be applied for, obtained from and returned to the Recorder of the City
of Nitro, at the City Building on 20th Street, in Nitro, West Virginia.
10. That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in form as
follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election to authorize additional levies for the fiscal years
beginning July 1, 1970, July 1, 1971, and July 1, 1972 for the following

I
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purposes and in the approximate amounts set forth as follows:
Street maintenance and repairs, the annual

I

approximate amount of

$6,000.00

For parks and recreation, the annual approximate
amount of

$6.500.00

For firemen's wages, the annual approximate
amount of

$3,$00.00

For additional street lighting, the annual
approximate amount of

$U,000.00

For policemen's wages, the annual approximate
amount of

$9,500.00

For library, the annual approximate amount of

$2,500.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual approximate
amount of

$1,000.00

For additional recreation, the annual approximate
amount of

$U,065.00

The annual total approximate amount of to be expended
during the term of this levy is $37*065.00.

I

Additional levy shall be on Class I property, 6.25 centsj
on Class II property, 12.5 cents; Class IV property, 25 cents.
(

) For the Levies

(

) Against the Levies

Instructions: Those favoring the additional levies, place (x) in the
square before ;"For the Levies'"J those against such levies, place (x) in the
square before "Against the Levies".
Council of the City of Nitro
By:

, Mayor

Attest:
Recorder
Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved the Resolution with the revisions
calling for Special Levy Election to be held March 17, 1970 be accepted for the

I

Second Reading. Motion seconded by Councilman Allen. Upon a vote motion carried.

112 Councilman Allen reported that the Kanawha County Board of Education
said the two portables on the school ground are going to be used for about another
year.
Mayor Alexander reported to the Council that Light System at the entrance

I

of Brookhaven is antique gas lights. The people who live in Brookhaven wanted
to know if the City could take the payments over. It would cost about $125 to
$130 a year for the gas bill. The Garden Club wants to maintain this old look.
He also said we would be obligated to furnish Brookhaven with an entrance light.
He suggested we pay the cost of one street light toward the gas light. The
Mayor said that we would have to have a bill from the Gas Company for this
amount. The Representative from Brookhaven area said he would arragne for a
seperate bill. Councilman Waldorf made a motion to pay either $2.35 or $2.50 per
month on the gas light at Brookhaven Entrance. Seconded by Councilman Hoke.
Motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist reported that at the end of West liith Street at the
turn around it was hard to see after Hogshead's turned out fcheir outside lights,

I

that a street light was needed. The Mayor said that West 13th is the same way.
Councilman Allen suggested taking another look at the area.

Councilman Tidquist

said he would check out all the streets because it is believed to be the same
problesm in the whole area.
Councilman Allen said he had been getting complaints from citizens that
they were not allowed to use the pond at the Dam Site for ice skating and sleigh
riding. He said that a lot of the people were adults and he did not see why
they should restrict the area. The Mayor said that there had been a lot of
vandalism of the equipment of the contractor in this area and that it had been
necessary for the contractor to put on a night watchman. He also said that the
contractor would probalby be held liable for any injury on the property.

Council-

man,Hoke questioned as to who was responsible. It was pointed tout by the Attorney

I

that a right of entry had been secured to start the project and that commendation

I

suits were not in progress and that the area was still privately owned property.
It is a question as to who is responsible.

Next year the city had hopes ofhaving

these recreation projects going in this area.
There being no other business to come before the Council, Councilman
Hoke made a motion for adjournment.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

I

I

Grace Lewis, Recorder
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February 3, 1970
The City Counci met in regular session February 3, 1970.
There were present: W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.

I

Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. Father Swallow of the
Holy Trinity Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved the minutes for the meeting of January 20, 1970
be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Williamson.

Motion carried.

The debris on 30th Street and 1st Avenue has not been cleaned up.
There is still no report on the Purchase of the Water Company.
Members of Council discussed the raid of the Four Horseman Club this
past Friday night. Councilman Tidquist asked what effect the raid could have.
The Mayor said that the owner must appear for trial for the charges and if
the findings are bad that his license could be revoked.

Councilman Tidquist

said that he had heard that the charge this particular night was selling beer

I

to minors.
Councilman Williamson speaking for the Annexation Committee said they
pursued the situation and felt that at this time the City could not do the area
a lot of good. We owe other resposibilities. At this time there are needed
improvements in other parts of the city. We feel that it would be an up hill
. fight to bet this area annexed. We are not against the annexation . In order for
the annexation to be successful we would have to wait.
make a decision.

It is up to the Council to

Councilman Waldorf said there wasn't much we could offer them

right now. Councilman Williamson made a motion to table the annexation of the
Nitro Park Addition at this time. Motion seconded by Councilman Hoke. Motion
carried.

Councilman Tidquist said he looked over Sattes Cr. and Councilman Kniceley

said he also looked over this area. A motion made by Councilman Tidquist to
accept recommendations of the Appalachian Power Company consisting of removing

I

k - 1,000 lumen units at $1.30 each per month and the installation of 9 - 35,000

I

units at $2.05 each per month and order the installation be made on Sattes Circle.
Motion seconded by Councilman Kniceley. Motion carried.
#
Councilman Allen said if the City has any desire to obtain portables we
should write Mr. Willis Chambers of the Kanawha Board of Education. Councilman
Allen said there was one portable at the Junior High School and two on the Nitro
High School property.

Councilman Kniceley said we should try to get all three

of them. A motion was made by Councilman Williamson to ask for the three portables.

Councilman Waldorf seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Councilman Allen said that a discussion forusing one of the protables for
the Park was discussed, one member of the Park Board had told him that he doesn't
want to use the protables for the Park. Mayor Alexander said even if we decide
to remodel the protable it would still be cheaper to use a portable instead of

I

building a new building.

Councilman Kniceley reported that about 200 blocks

had been stolen.
The Resolution of Notice of Special Election for Additional Muncipal Levy
was again presented as follows:
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.
TAKE NOTICE
That at a regular meeting of the Councilof the City of Nitro, State of
West Virginia, held on the

day of

, 1970, the

following order was made and entered of record, TO-WIT:

The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that the maximum
levies for curretn expenses authorized by Article 8, Chapter 11 of the Code of
West Virginia, as amended, will not provide sufficient funds for the payment

I

of the current expenses of the City of Nitro, including expenditures for the
purposes herinafter set forth, and that an election should be held to increase
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such levies under the provisions of Section 16, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the
Code of West Virginia, as amended, it is hereby ordered:
1.

That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is as follows:
Street Ms intenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire hydrant Rental
Additional Recreation
2. That the approximate amount for each purpose is as follows:

I

Street Maintenance and Repairs, $6,000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three years.
Firemen's Wages, $3,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three
years.
Additional Street Lighting, $1;,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.

I

Policemen's Wages, $9,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three years.
Library, $2,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three years.
Fire Hydrant Rental, $1,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three years.
Additional Recreation, $ii,065-00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three years.
3. That the total approximate amount for said purpose or purposes is
$37,065.00 for each fisca yesr i'or a period of three years.
k-

That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of each class of

taxable property within the municipality of Nitro is as follows:
Class I, $2,027,330; Class II, $10,83U,6UO; Class IV, $10,5k9,OUO;
Aggregate, $23,1*11, 010.

I
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5. That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on each class of

I

property is as follows: Class 1; 6.25; Class II, 12.5 cents; Class Iv, 25 cents.
6. That the proposed years to which the additional levy shall apply are
fiscal years beginning July 1, 1970, July 1, 1971 and July 1, 1972.
7. That the question of such additional levy shall be submitted to a
vote at a special election, to be held on the

day of

,

1970.
8. That notice calling such election shall be given by the publication of
this order at least once each week for two successive weeks before said election,
within fourteen consecutives days next prededing the election, in the Kanawha
Valley Leader, a newspaper of general circulation in said Municipality and the
only qualified newspaper pulbished therein the City and of general circulation
in the City of Nitro. Printed copies of this oirder shall also be posted at

I

each place of voting at least ten days before said election. All the privisions
of the laws concerning General Election shall apply as far as practiciable, except
that a separate ballot shall be used at such election when held in connection
with any other election.
9. For the purpose of this special levy elction, absentee ballots may
be applied for, obtained from and returned to the Recorder of the City of Nitro,
at the City Building on 20th Street, in Nitro, West Virginia.
10. That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election to authorize addtional levies for the fiscal years

I

beginning July 1, 1970, July 1, 1971 and July 1, 1972 for the following purposes
and in the approximate amounts set forth as follows:
For Street maintenance and repairs, the annual
approximate amount of

*5 000.00
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For parks and recreation,=the annual approximate
amount of

$6,50000

Fore firemen's wages, the annual approximate
amount of

$3,500.00

For additional street lighting, the annual approximate
amount of

$&,000.00

For policemen's wages, the annual approximate
amount of

$S,£00.00

For library, the annual approximate amount of

$2,500.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual approximate
amount of

$1,000.00

For additional recreation, the annual approximate
amount of

$ij.,065.00

I

The annual total approximate amountto be expended
during the term of thislevy is $37,065.00.
Additional levy shall be on Class I property, 6.25 cents; on Class II
property, 12.5 cents; Class IV property, 25 cents.
(

) For the levies

(

) Against the Levies

I

Instructions: Those favoring the additional levies, place (x) in the
square before "For the Levies", those agianst such levies, place (x) in the
square before "Against the Levies".
Council of the City of Nitro
By:

, Mayor

Attest;
Recorder
Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved and seconded by Councilman Hoke thatthis
be accepted as the third Reading of order setting the Election date as March
17, 1970. Upon a vote motion carried unanimously.
Thereupon Councilman Kniceley moved and seconded by Councilman Goodwin

I

11
that the Order of Notice of Special Election for Additional Municipal Levy

I

setting the Election March 17, 1970 be adopted. Upon a vote motion carried,
unanimously.
The Recorder submitted a list of Legal Qualified Voters for each voting
Precinct in the City for Councils consideration, explaining that the name of
the persons has been teken from Election Officials List used in 1968 Election,
explaining further that there were few changes where persons had moved out of
town or accepted permanent employment.

Councilman Allen asked if it was

necessary to have this many people working in each Precinct. The Attorney replied
that it was necessay.

The Recorder explained that the IAM Union Hall had a

scheduled meeting on March 17, 1970 starting at 7:30 P.M. The official of the
Union Hall had said that they could give us a few minutes to clear the room and
there was also another problem in using the Union Hall in that they do not have
Public restroom facilities.

I

The Mayor and Council discussed the use of other

places in this area. The residents of Mrs. Coulter and the Graduate Center were
mentioned.

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, that

the following persons be named to conduct the Election March 17, 1970. Upon a
vote motion carried.
PRECINT NUMBER 22

PUTNAM COUNTY

(VOTING PLACE - NITRO - PUTNAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL --39th STREET EAST)

I

FRANCES CARROLL

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

BERTHA FRENCH

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

STELLA 0'GORMAN

RECEIVING OOMMISSIOHER

MILDRED WOODS

RECEIVING CLERK

MARY MICHAEL

RECEIVING CLERK

FLORENCE MOLLOHAN

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

ANNA BARBER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

EDITH FOWLER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

MARIE SMITH

COUNTING CLERK

MARIE OOCHRAN

COUNTING CLERK
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PRECINCT NUMBER 299

KANAWHA COUNTY

(VOTING PLACED NITRO HIGH SCHOOL — 21st STREET)
VIRGINIA T. HUNTER

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

NELLIE STEWART

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

GLADA WELTON

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

KATHRYN INGRAM

RECEIVING CLERK

HELEN COLOORD

RECEIVING CLERK

TREVA WADE

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

VALEIDA McGLANAHAN

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

VIRGINIA SPENCE

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

DOROTHY KINDER

COUNTING CLERK

JUDY MINNER

COUNTING CLERK

PRECINCT 298

KANAWHA COUNTY

(VOTING PLACE — NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — 19th STREET)
VELMA KINDER

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

EZELLA C. PERRY

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

MAURINE DAVIS

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

MARIE BETZ

RECEIVING CLERK

REBA MATHES

RECEIVING CLERK

VIOLA RAGLE

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

LOWELL LANHAM

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

E. MARGAURITE GROVER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

ISABELLE HUDNALL

COUNTING CLERK

HAROLD M. GOODPASTER

COUNTING CLERK

I

I

I
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I

PRECINCT NUMBER 297

(VOTING PLACE — NITRO MOOSE LODGE — 101 - 1st

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

NAOMI WILLARD

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

VIDA BAILEY

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

HELEN BAXTER

RECEIVING CLERK

MYRTLE ADKINS
AUDRY DEETER

I

AVENUE)

MAXINE GOODALL

MABLE SIGMAN

I

KANAWHA COUNTY

.

RECEIVING CLERK
COUNTING COMMISSIONER
COUNTING COMMISSIONER

ETHEL BAILEY

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

RUTH RICE

COUNTING CLERK

RATRICA A. LOVEJOY

COUNTING CLERK

PRECINCT NUMBER 300

KANAWHA COUNTY

(VOTING PLACE — BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — llth STREET WEST)
EUNICE HIGGINBOTTHAM

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

SADIE WRIGHT

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

RUBY CRAIG

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

ANN GANTRELL

RECEIVING CLERK

RETHA PERSINGER

RECEIVING CLERK

OOLDA N. ROARK

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

OPAL GATENS

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

MABEL REINCAHER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

MRS. HERNDON EDWARDS

COUNTING CLERK

INEZ SMITH

COUNTING CLERK
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PRECINCT NUMBER 301

KANAWHA COUNTY

(VOTING PLACE — LOCAL LODGE 6^6 IAM -- 801 MAIN AVENUE)
LUCILLE CALLIHAN

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

VIRGINIA COULTER

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

BONNIE JONES

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

AUDREY FIELDS"

RECEIVING CLERK

IRA DUFFY

RECEIVING CLERK

JO ANNE ADDI30N

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

JOYCEL REYNOLDS

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

MARIE DYE

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

HELEN BRITT

COUNTING CLERK

EVELYN SHEPHARD

COUNTING CLERK

PRECINCT NUMBER 302

KANAWHA COUNTY

(VOTING PLACE -- WEST SATTES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — LEE AVENUE)
JUANITA HASTINGS

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

ALBINA BONNER

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

LOTTIE M. HOOVER

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

GRACE WALLACE

RECEIVING CLERK

MARY BLAKE

RECEIVING CLERK

NELLIE SHIFLETT

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

LOUISE BAILEY

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

MARJORIE SALES

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

EDNA TEEL

COUNTING CLERK

GLADYS ANDERSON

COUNTING CLERK

I

I

I
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PRECINCT NUMBER 320

I

KANAWHA COUNTY

(VOTING PLACE — RESIDENCE - MRS. N. C. CLOUD — 707 1st AVENUE)
SUE GOODWIN

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

VIVIAN WRIGHT

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

FRANCES JOHNSON

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

BETTY DAWSON

RECEIVING CLERK

OLLIE HANCOCK

RECEIVING CLERK

ELEZABETH CLOUD

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

HELEN CARTER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

MARGARET KELLER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

LANA GOOD

COUNTING CLERK

AMY YATES

COUNTING CLERK

Mayor Alexander explained to the Council that a meeting had been held last

I

week in the Council Chambers during the day pertaining to recreation facilities to
the Nitro Water Shed. The group meeting consisted

of five men of the Soil

Conservation Commisson and our City engineer. He added that the group consisted
of top Recreational persons for W. VA. and that they were studying the placing
of each facility they will bring in a map of the loaction at a later date.
The Recorder reported that she had received an answer to our letter to Perm
Central pertaining to the switch track in the South end of town. A copy of the
Citys letter has been turned over to the Assistant Division Engineer.
Councilman Allen reported that a man had called him wanting to know what we
were doing with our garbage, if we were burning it and not burying the garbage.
Mayor Alexander replied that we have been doing some burning of wood, paper boxes,
tree limbs and so forth. Those being items that are hard to bury but the gar-

I

bage is being burried.

The Mayor also told Council that a representative of the

Air Pollution had called him last week regarding the burning.

He had explained

to the representative what we were burning and asked what about the trash, if he
desired the City to stop burning that it would be necessary for the City to stop
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hauling any trash.
Councilman Allen asked what would we do in Nitro if we had an emergency
such as happened at Diamond recently.

The Mayor said we would endeavor to

I

evacuate the people. Councilman Allen said that if this happend at 3:00 A.M.
it would be hard to evacuate and we need to think of something to protect our
-^

citizens against such emergencies. The Mayor said that it would be a difficult
job to evacuate all the people and that seriouw thought should be given this1
matter. Councilman Tidquist said that the Railroad workers are a lot more
reckless today than they used to be. Councilman Hoke said he felt that this is
the industry responsibilities. Councilman Allen said that he would like to
see something done to protect the people that there were just two ways of getting
out of Nitro.

Councilman Goodwin said the Civil Defense did have plans of

evacuating all towns in the Valley during any emerganicies.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman
Hoke moved the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried.
*

I

Councilman Tidquist reported that all streets on the West side, with the

exception of West ll^th Street had a street light at the end next ~,o the Kanawha
River. Thereupon Councilman Tidquist moved seconded by Councilman Hoke that a
35,000 mercury unit be installed on pole located at the turn around of West li;th
Street and Kanawha River. Motion carried.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

Grace Lewis, Recorder
V_y

I
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February 17, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session February 17, 1970.
There were present: ¥. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom M.
Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the City Council.

Councilman

L. I. Hoke being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. Father Swallow of the Holy
Trinity Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved the minutes for the meeting of February 3, 1970
be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Williamson. Motion carried.
The Mayor and Council discussed again an emergency happening in Nitro as
happened in Diamond recently.

It was pointed out that we may have a similar

probelem some day. It would be difficult to evacuate the people of Nitro with

I

out a proper evacuation plan even with the people's cooperation. The Mayor said
that we did have a complete evacuation program set up and it will be studied more
in the future by the Police Department, Fire Department and Police Reserves.
This plan was worked up a few years ago when Bill Lester and Kenneth Sales were
head of the Civilian Defense Program. Councilman Allen said some kind of
communications with the people should be worked out for them to help. The Mayor
said that our Police Reserve members are becoming more active and we might be able
to reactivate the plans where it could be a good thing. We have five mobile units
and Base Station in the organization.

Councilman Goodwin asked if this plan ties

in with the Kanawha Valley Emergency Plan?

The Mayor said it did.

The Mayor reported that we have a vacancy on the Board of Ballot Commissioners
for the City. Mrs. Grattie Hill is out of the state and will not be returning

I

until after the March 17 election. Thereby he submitted John I. Reed as a member
of the Ballot Commission.

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman
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Kniceley John I, Reed be appointed as member of the City Ballot Commission.
Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder informed the Council that it had been proposed that the Council

I

appoint a group of citizens to act in advisory manner to the City Pool Committee.
The naties proposed being:
1.
2.
3.
it.
5>.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Hope Morris
Betty Kniceley
Peggy Snyder
Helen Colcord
Bonnie Jones

Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved that the named persons act as an Advisory
Committee to the City Pool Committee. Motion seconded by Councilman Williamson.
Motion carried.
The Recorder reported that she received a letter from the Charleston Chapter
of Muscular Dystrophy Association to conduct a Tag Day Saturday March liij 1970.
Councilman Kniceley made a motion to grant permission, seconded by Councilman
Waldorf.

Motion carrexU

I

Councilman Kniceley said the Park Board is talking over plans for the next
year.

It will have to wait until after the election March 17 to find out how

much money they will have. We are trying to initiate a definite plan. We are
thinking about getting a fence along the road.
Councilman Allen said the School Board wrote him and said to write a letter
to Mr. Chambers.

The letter ssid the school will not change this year. The

Mayor said the letter has been written to Mr. Chambers and they had turned the
letter over to some oneelse.
Mayor Alexander said the City Council of St. Albans, South Charleston, and
Dunbar have gone on record supporting the Levy of the New Court House.

I believe

that is something needed and we should go on record supporting it., One thing
about it is these things are necessary and they have to have them if they are

I
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going to carry on the business that is necessary.

I

Councilman Waldorf made a

motion to go on record to support the Levy Vote for the Court House, seconded
by Councilman Williamson. Motion carried.
Councilman Allen asked if we have intensions of putting fire plugs on Easter
Road? The Mayor informed that there is not enough water preasure in this area.
Councilman Allen reported that a person had talked to him regarding this matter
and that the person implied tis could be corrected if we would contact Mr. Curtis
of the Water Company. The Mayor said that he and Mr. Curtis had made the survey
of this area and that in order to install adequate fire hydrants the preasure
needed to be increased.

Councilman Allen added every area except this area had

fire hydrants and these people are due some consideration.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman
Kniceley moved the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried.

I

_

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

^^\M>t.i.

V _J

I

<5

VVVi^^

G^st&e Lewis, Recorder'
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March h, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session March h, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.
Tidquist, and Kenton L. Willaimson members of the Council. Councilman Tom M.
Waldorf being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. The Reverend William Inghram
of the Nitro Presbyterian Church ga\ the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved the minutes for the meeting of February 17, 1970
be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin. Motion carried.
Councilman Hoke asked when the City incorporated a section is it not up
to the Water Company to furnish adequate water for the section? It was pointed
out that the section of UOth St. Road has water supply but the pressureis
not good enough for fire hydrants. Mr. Curtis of the Water Company has suggested
that he and the Mayor review this area.

The Mayor explained that in order to

I

have fire hydrants installed on the hOth Street area that it is necessary to install new water pipes which would be an expensive project and the City would be
villed for the costs of the installation.

Councilman Allen reported that the Nitro

Park Addition have better water pressure than Brookhaven and the other areas. He
also reported that there is 1.2 miles between fire hydrants. The Mayor reported
that the Water Company has recommeded two hydrants for the ItOth Street Area.

The

question of a booster being used was brought up and the Mayor said that a Booster
in this section would not do any good and in answer to the question on Brookhaven
area water pressure it was also reported that Brookhaven has a storage tank. The
Mayor said he would contact Mr. Curtis and review the area.
The recorder submitted the follwoing person's names to serve as replacements
on the Election Board March 17• Precincts listed as follows;

I
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PRECINCT NUMBER 22

I

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

NORMA 0'GORMAN
PRECINCT NUMBER

298

FRANK KENWORTHY

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

ADA POST

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

FREDA INGRAM

COUNTING CLERK
PRECINCT NUMBER 297

MARY ELLEN MILLER

COUNTING COMMISSIONER
PRECINCT NUMBER 300

REBECCA HAMILTON

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

RUBY HUSTEAD

COUNTING CLERK
PRECINCT NUMBER 301

EDITH CHAPMAN

I

RECEIVING CLERK
PRECINCT NUMBER 302

EMMA ROSE CAVENDER

RECEIVING CLERK

JUANITA CLARK

COUNTING CLERK
PRECINuT NUMBER 320

ELVA BOSWELL

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

ELIZABETH CLOUD

RECEIVING CLERK

RUTH GIBSON

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

BETTY JO THOMAS

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

The Councilman submitted sevefal names of persons that we may be able to
use in case of any other vacancies.
The Mayor informed the Council that he intended to have an article in next
weeks newspaper explaining the importance of the Levy Election. He would ex-

I

plain the losses if the Levy should be defeated.

It would set the town back at

least 18 years. He explained that in order to obtain the same amount of money

as the Levy raised it would necessitate increasing the Municipal Service charge
to $5-00 per month.

The Council members agreed that the importance of the election

should be stressed.

Councilman Tidquist said he thought all members of the

I

Council should sign the article. The Mayor replied that he would like to have
all members sign with him. All members of the Council agreed to sign the article
for the newspaper.
Councilman Williamson asked about the landfill and reported thatthe high
water carried a lot of debris up close to homes. The Mayor said that as soon
as it was dry enough the men would get this area cleaned up.
The Mayor reported that some of our streets, that are not in the paving program are in very bad condition, in fact, his own street is in a bad shape after
this hard winter.

In a discussion of patching the streets the Mayor pointed

out that we should have some dry warn weather before any patching is done. When
cold patching is used it does not hold up as well as the hot patching.
asked members of the Council to check the streets of the town.

The Mayor

Councilman Allen

I

said he has had several complaints regarding the bad holes in 21stStreet.
The Council again discussed the debris on lot 3002 - 30th Street and directed
a letter writen to the owner and 10 days be given him to clean up the lot or
the City would hire a contractor to clean the lot and bill the owner for the
expenses.
Councilman Allen reported that the storm sewer near the Moose' Logde is
clogged and when it rains the water goes in near by property.

The Mayor said

that a letter would be written to the Department of Highways regarding this matter.
The Mayor reported that the Department of Highways have worked up plans and
cost estimates for the traffic light at 19th Street and 1st Avenue and the plans
have been approved by Bob Titus of the Department of Highways. The costs he
understands is quite high, however, the plans are drawn in order that the light
recommednded would take care of a four lane highway. The costs is borne in that

I
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the Department of Highways pay 3/h and the City pays 1/1;.
Councilman Allen reported the bad condition existing on the four lane highway in the lower section of town casued by trucks going in and out of the Plant
area and that there was so much mud on the highways that it has caused a very
dangerous condition. The Mayor said that he had sent Captain Palmer to see the
Superintendent of the job regarding this matter.
Two sealed bids on gasoline for the Cityfleet were presented to the Council.
The bids were opened and read as follows: Texaco - .19&U per gallon and Union ?6
.l?2lj. per gallon.

After examination and disucssion Councilman Goodwin moved and

seconded by Councilman Hoke that the bid be awarded to Union ?6 Division.

Upon

a vote motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Hoke

I

made a motion for Recess, seconded by Councilman Kniceley. Motion carried.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

I

"

Gft^ce
G^c ""Lewis, Recorder
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March 16, 1970
The City Council met in recess session March 16, 1970.
There were present; w. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V-

I

Allen, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf, Kentori L. Williamson
members of the Council.
The Mayor explained the reason for calling the Council, in session was that
we had had a mumiber of refusals, due mostly to sickness, on the Election Boards
for Tuesdays's March 17th Special Levy Election.
The Recorder submitted the following persons named for the replacements.
PRECINCT NUMBER 299
CLARA WALKER

RECEIVING CLERK

BEATRICE MARTIN

COUNTING CLERK
PRECINCT NUMBER 298

SAM WHITE

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

EVA WHITE

RECEIVING CLERK

THELMA COMSTOCK

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

EVELYN JANE GOODPASTER

COUNT DIG CLERK

I

PRECINCT NUMBER 297
VIDA BAILEY

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

JESSIE RAINES

RECEIVING COMMISSIONER

RUTH CARPENTER

RECEIVING CLERK

SHIRELY FINNEY

COUNTING COMMISSIONER
PRECINCT NUMBER 300

GOLDA N . ROARK

RECEIVING CLERK

MART ANN BRIGHTWELL

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

JANET LONG

COUNTING CLERK

I
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PRECINCT NUMBER 301

I

MARJORIE HUDNALL

RECEIVING CLERK
PRECINCT NUMBER 302

CEREDO MILLER

RECEIVING .COMMISSIONER

MARTHA TAILOR

RECEIVING CLERK

RUTH McINTYRE

COUNTING COMMISSIONER

ELLEN DENNY

COUNTING CLERK

Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved the Election Officials be approved,
motion seconded by Councilman Tidquist.

Motion carried. The Council stands

in Recess.

I
^ ^l\I Vc.

W.W. ALEXANDER, MAYOR

I

^

^

:^ ^ \^

£MCE LEWIS, RECORDER
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March 23, 1970
The City Council met in recessed session March 23, 1970.
There were present; W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,

I

Dr. R. ?. Allen, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Torn M. Waldorf members of the Council, Councilman Ken ton L. Williamson being
absent.
The Mayor called the meeting to order.
Councilman Allen resolved the Council into a Board of Canvassers to canvass
the Special Levy Election held March 17, 1970.

Motion seconded by Councilman

Waldorf. Motion carried and was so ordered.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll books, talley sheets
and certificate of results for Precinct Number 320, Kanawha County on the issue
of the Special Levy. The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting the
ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following:
Number of ballots destroyed - 0

I

Number of ballots remaining not voted - lj.03 as ascertained from talley sheet.
Number of ballots voted - U3.
The Recorder then read the certificate of results as follows:
For the Levy - U2
Against the Levy - 1
The ballots for Precinct 320 were again sealed in a new envelope and each
member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll books, talley sheets
and certificate of results for Precinct Number 302, Kanawha County on the issue
of the Special Levy. The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting the
ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following;
Number of ballots destroyed - 0
Number of ballots remaining not voted - 793 as ascertained from talley

I
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sheets.

I

Number of ballots voted - 88.

The Recorder then read the certificate of results as follows:
For the Levy -79
Against the Levy - 9
The Ballots for precinct 302 were then again sealed in an new envelope and
each member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the ^oard the ballots, poll books, talley sheets,
and certificate of results for the Precinct Number 301, Kanawha County on the
issue of the Special Levy. The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by
counting the ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following:
Number of ballots destroyed - 0
Number of ballots remaining not voted - UUl as ascertained from talley sheet.
Number of ballots voted - 5l«

I

The Recorder then read the certificate of results as follows:
For the Levy - I|5
Against the Levy - 6
The ballots for Precinct 301 were then again sealed in a new envelope and
each member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll boc^s, talley sheets,
and certificate of results for Precinct Number 300, KanawhaCounty on the issue
of the Special Levy.

The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting

the ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following:
Number of ballots destroyed - 0
Number of ballots remaining not voted - 695 as ascertained from talley sheets.
Number of ballots voted - 131.

I

The Recorder then read the certificate of results as follows:
For the Levy - 128
Against the Levy - 3
The ballots for Precinct 300 were then again sealed in a new envelope and
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each member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll books, talley sheets,
and certificate of results for Precinct 299, Kanawha County on the issue of the
Special Levy.

I

The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting the

ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following:
Number of ballots destroyed - 0
Number of ballots remaining not voted - 682 as ascertained from talley sheets.
Number of ballots voted - Ih5>
Challenged ballot of Mary Butler Blasingim - Nitro, West Virginia, Reason:
Moved from 2323 - 23rd Street to UloU - 1st Avenue. Had not changed Voters
Registration but still a residence of Nitro. Thereupon Councilman Hoke moved,
seconded by Councilman Allen, the ballot be counted. Motion carried.
Challenged ballot of Carl David Ashley - Nitro, West Virginia, Reason:
Moved to 3^0? - 3Uth Street. Had not changed Voter Registration but still a
residence of Nitro.

Thereupon Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman

I

Waldorf, the vallot be counted. Motion carried.
Challenged ballot of Thomas Layne Blasingim - Nitro, West Virginia, Reason:
Moved from 2323 - 23rd Street to lilOlj. - 1st Avenue. Had not changed Voters
Registration but still a residence of Nitro. Thereupon Councilman Hoke moved,
seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the ballot be counted. Motion carried.
The Recorder then read, the-'certificate of results as follows'-../: For the Levy - 136
IT

"Against-the1 Levy - 9

' •
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The ballots for Precinct 299 were then again sealed in a new envelope and
each member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll books, talley sheets,
and certificate of results for Precinct 298, Kanawha County on the issue of the
Special Levy. The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting the ballots
without unfolding same and tabulated the following:

I

1ST
Number of ballots destroyed - 0

I

Number of ballots remaining not voted - UU2 as ascertained from talley sheet.
Number of ballots voted - 10U.
The Recorder then read the certificate of the results as follows:
For the Levy - 98
Against the Levy - 6
The ballots for Precinct 298 were again sealed in a new envelope and each
member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll books, talley sheets,
and certificate of results for Precinct 297, Kanawha County on the issue of
the Special Levy. The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting the
ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following:
Number of ballots destroyed - 0

I

Number of ballots remaining not voted - U56 as ascertained from talley sheets.
Number of ballots voted - 55The Recorder then read the certificate of the results as follows:
For the Levy - 5U
Against the Levy - 1
The ballots for Precinct 297 were then again sealed in a new envelope and
each member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, poll books, talley sheets,
and certificate of results for Precinct Number 22, Putnam County, on the issue of
the Special Levy.

The Board proceeded to canvass said returns by counting the

ballots without unfolding same and tabulated the following:
Number of ballots destroyed —0

I

Number of ballots remaining not voted - 78U as ascertained from talley sheets.
Number of ballots voted - 116
Challenged ballot of Clarence McDaniel - Nitro, West Virginia, Reason: not
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registered in the Poll Book, but has voted for the last 20 years in this
precinct, had Voters Card. Thereupon Councilman Allen moved, seconded by
Councilman Waldorf the ballot be counted. Motion carried.

I

The Recorder then read the certificate of the results as follows;
For the Levy - 102
Against the Levy - lU
The ballots for Precinct Number 22 were then again sealed in a new envelope
and each member of the Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder then read certificate of results of the Canvassing Board of the
Special Levy Election held March 17, 1970.in the City of Nitro, West Virginia, as
follows:
For the Levy - 68U
Against the Levy - h9
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf the Council sitting
as a Board of Canvassers certify the above results.

Upon a vote motion carried

I

and was ordered.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley that the Board
of Canvassers be dissolved. Motion carried and was ordered.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf that we pay the expenses
of the Special Election.
There being no further business to come before the Council a motion for
adjournment be Councilman Hake carried.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

\

/\Grace Lewis, Recorder

I
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March 2U, 1970

I

The City Council met in recessed session March 2l|, 1970.
There were present: ¥. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.
Tidquist and Tom M. Waldorf members of the Council.

Councilman Kenton L.

Williamson being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for the meetings of March h and 16, 1970
be approved.

Motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf. Motion carried.

Councilman Hoke moved the February Financial Statement be approved.
was seconded by Councilman Goodwin.

Motion

Motion carried.

The Mayor informed the Council that the members of the Police Department requested Council's permission to install two Federal Sound Systems and decals

I

on two curiser cars. The cost of these items will be borne by the Police Department Fund. The Mayor explained that they had earned this money and that he thought
they should be given permission, however, since it was City equipment he felt
that the Council should be consulted.

Thereupon Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded

by Councilman Waldorf that permission be granted to the Police Department. Upon
a vote motion carried.
The assessed evaluation figures from the assessors of Kanawha and Putnam
Counties, comparison sheets and Levy Estimate forms were presented to the Council
for their consideration.

The Recorder explained to the Council that the rates being

used this year. It was also explained that the 1970 - 71 proposed budget has an
increase for all salaried employees $15;.00 per month. All regular employees li
per hour increase.

I

Jess Harrison and Helen Sanders an increase of 100 per hour.

Mayor Alexander explained to the Council the item of receipts headed Advanced
Donation Civic Benefit Association of $56,000.00 and also the item Water Shed
Recreational

Facilities, $56,000.00. This money was being advanced from the

1
Civic Benefit Association, "Local Industries", without interest, to provide a
matching fund of the Federal Government for the recreation facilitates at the
Dam Site.

This money will decrease the yearly contributions of Civic Benefit

I

Association from 30,000.00 per year to 18,000.00 per year. The Recreation Facilities have been figured by the engineers and recreational expert of the Government
at approximately $100,000.00 and that it could go a little over this amount, in
talking to the Government men from Morgantown they had said that they may need
5> to 10 thousand extra, trying to be as flexible as possible.
Councilman Allen asked about the increase of evaluation of property.
The Recorder explained that Putnam County Class U property had gone down, however,
the overall evaluation of property did have an increase. The increase being
$868,890.00 of last years figures.

The increase was in Class U property assessments.

Councilman Allen asked if the money for the Swimming Pool, was received from
Pool passes? They mayor explained thatthe Pool passes, admissions, and the
concession stand just about pays for the operation of the Pool, however, the City

I

pays for the expense of the Revenue Funds. The Mayor explained further that
weather condition played a big part in the Pool Receipts paying for the operation.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question regarding expenses for new Garbage
equipment, the Mayor iaformed that this goes for the equipment contracted for last
year on the Lease Rental agreement.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question regarding an election next year the
Mayor replied that it was doubtful if the City would be holding an election,
however, an allocation was being made in case an election would be held.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question of the City pro tion paid on the
Mater Shed Program the Recorder informed that to date the City had paid out $8,382.20.
In the discussion of the money for Recreation the Mayor explained that
$U>650.00 for additional operation had been included with the $6,5>00.00 for operation
of the Park. We will have the need of a full time director of all Recreation

I

1
and when the Recreation facilities have been completed at the Dam Site this

I

need will be greater.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question on Capitation Tax Receipts from
Kanawha and Putnam Counties as shown on the statement prepared July 1, 1969 through
February 28, 1970 the Recorder replied at the end of the fiscal year the assessor
of Kanawha County will make their payment for the full year.
Councilman Goodwin moved seconded by Councilman Tidquist that a $15.00 per
month be granted the salarjai employees, 7^ per hour be granted hourly employees,
and 100 per hour be granted to Jess Harrison and Helen Sanders. Upon a vote
motion carried.
Councilman Waldorf moved seconded by Councilman Goodwin to approve the Levy
Estimate for the year 1970 - 71. Upon a vote motion carried and all members
of the Council proceeded to sign his name to the Levy Estimate as follows;

I

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTIES OF KANAWHA &• PUTNAM,
MUNICIPALITY OF NITRO, To-wit:

At a recessed session of the Council of the murn cipality of Nitro held in
the Council Chambers thereof, in the City Building on the 2ijth day of March, 1970,
there were present; ¥.¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recording Officer, and
Tom Waldorf, E. L. Goodwin, Hugo D. Tidquist, Roy V. Allen, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
and L. I. Hoke members of the Council of said municipality.
In accordance with Section ll;, Article 8, Chapter 11, of the West Virginia
Code as amended, the Council proceeded to make an estimate of the amounts nec=
esssry to be raised by levy of taxes for the current fiscal year, and doth
determine and estimate the several amounts to be as follows:
CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES
ESTIMATE

I

Estimate Form No. 1
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS:
(1) The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from
every sourse during the fiscal year, EXCEPT FROM THE LEVY OF TAXES to be made
for the year.
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Balance in Hands of City Treasurer (Estimated)
Balance in Rands of Sheriff (Estimated)
Redemption and Sale of Delinquent Lands.
Police Fines and Costs
Permits - Building, Street, Sewer and Other
Advance Donation Civic Benefits Association

$

6,000.00
9,000.00
1.00
11,500.00
000.00
06,000.00

Swimming Pool

10,000.00

Rents, Buildings and Concessions
Civic Benefits Association
Taxes: Gross Sales (Business & Occupation)

1|20.00
18,000.00
70,000.00

Capitation-dog

I

2,200.00

Franchise
Consumers' S= les (Liquor)
Amusement
Fees:
Municipal Service
Library
Service Fees
Licenses:
Electricians and plumbers
General
Miscellaneous

1,000.00
16,000.00
0.00
87,000.00
100,00
10.00
• •.600.00
lj.,000.00
3,600.00

Total Estimated Receipts to Page E-6

307,0^1.00

ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES:
Salary of Mayor
Salry' of Recorder
Salary of Treasurer
Salary of Police Judge
Salary of City Attorney
Salary of Councilmen
Salaries of Assistants and Clerks
Salaries of Chief and 8 Police
TV
New
Equipment Police Department
General .Expenses Police Department
Policemen's Pension Fund. . .
Salries of Jailor and Expenses Feed Prisoners .....
Salaries of Chief and 6 Firemen
New Equipment Fire Department
General Expense Fire Department
Firemen's pension Fund
Salaries Health Commissioner and Employees
General Expenses Health Department
Salaries Garbage Employees
Mew Equipment Garbages Department
General Expenses Garbage Department

.

8,100.00
7,200.00
1.00
2,UOO.OO
000.00
2,is.00.00
7}300.00
0)4,120.00
3>000.00
0,200.00
2,800.00
8,860.00
1|0,260.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
2,1|28.00
1,01;0.00
1,000.00
ii7,300.00
....

.

Building Maintenance'.Salaries and Supplies

9,000.00
10,000.00

800.00

Repair to Jail and City Buildings

2,000.00

Furniture, Fixtures and Office Machines
Stationery, Office Supplies and Equipment
Postage
Water - Fire Protectoin, Streets and Sewers
Hater - City Building and Other Purposes
Light for Street Lighting

I

1,000.00
,. . .

1,000.00
2,000.00
9,000.00
200.00
10,000.00

I

I

Light - City Building and Other purposes
Repairs',; \street. and ••.Traffic Lights
Fuel - Heating City Building
Telephone and Telegraph ( All Departments )
Legal Publications
Insurance on City Building and Other Property
Premiums on Policemen's and Official Bonds
Election Expenses
.
Attorneys' Fees, Court Costs and Damages
Salaries, Engineering Department,
General Expenses, Engineering Department
Salaries and ¥ages all Street Employees
Hew Equipment Street Department
Materials, Supplies and Expenses, Street Department
Maintenance of Sewers, Salareis and Supplies
Construction of New Street, Sidewalks and Sewers
Workmen's Compensation Premiums

$ 1,290.00
25.00
1,200.00
1,1;00.00
1,500.00
3,000.00
UOO.OO
1,500.00
1,500.00
2 ,,900.00
2,000.00
21,100.00
1;,000.00
U,000.00
500.00
1,200.00
... 1,500.00

Audit by Tax Commissioner

I

650.00

Refunding Erroneous payments
Watershed Program
Parks and Playgrounds, Salaries and Supplies and Expenses
Planning Commision
Traveling and Car Expenses of City Officials
Civilian Defense
Municipal Bldg. Program
.
Treas. Fees
Library, Salaries, Supplies and Expenses
Social Security
Public Employees Retirement
Dues to -,eague (Code 8 - 1 - 3 )
Contingent Expenses (Mandatory Only)
Dog Pound Expenses
Swimming Pool
Watershed" Recreation Facilities
Total Current Expenses
Total estimaed

i;08,02i;.00

disbursements ( A + B )

less estimated receipts brought forward from page E-ij.
Fet amount to be raised by levy (page E-7)

50.00
7,600.00
10,565.00
275.00
100.00
100.00
1,000.00
135.00
2,675.00
9,000.00
9,620.00
210.00
500.00
2,060.00
16,000.00
56,000.00

i;08,02i|.00

$ 307,OUl.OO
100,983.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS
Ii08,02i;.00
And the Council doth determine and estirate that it will be necessary to
raise by a levy of taxes for the current fiscal year for current regular
amount the following levies are proposed to be laid on each one hundred dollars
valuation of each class of property, viz:
Sixteen cents (160) on Class Ho. I property,
Thirty-two cents (320) on Class No. II property,
/
Sixty-four cents (6U0) on Class No. IV property,
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein as follows:

I

1
Assessed
Valuation

CLASS

Special
Levy

Proposed
Rates

Taxes Levied
(Whole Dollars)

Number I
Personal Property
Public JJtility Property
Total Class No. I

$1,132,100.00 9.750 + 6.250
679,600.00 9.750 + 6.250
1,811,700.00

160

160

$ 1,811.00
1,087.00
2,898.00

10,778,670.00

320

3li,U92.QO

I

Number II
Real Estate

Number IV
i
Real Estate
Personal Propert
Public Utility Property
Total Class No. I?

19.50 + 12.50

5,535,290.00
3,779,7^0.00

390 + 250
390 + 250

2,37k,^00.00
11,689,530.00

390 +_ 250

35,it26.oo
2lt,190.00
15,197.00
7U,8l3.00

Totals
2li,279,9CO.OO
Less Delinquent Taxes and Exonerations ...
estimated at 10$
Net amount to be raised by Levy

112,203.00
11,220.00
100,983.00

Estimate Form Ho. 2

I

MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES-INTEREST AND SINKING FUND
ESTIMATE

The Council proceeded to make an estimate of the amount necessary to be raised
by a iHvy of taxes for the current fiscal year for interest , sinking fund and amorization requirements of bonded indebtedness, legally incurred by a vote of the people
as provided by law, since the adoption of the tax limitation amendment, owing by'
said muncipalitjr, as follows:
Date of Vote Original
Amount
Amount
of
Authorizing
of Bonds
Issue
Issue
Outstanding
$ 50.000. $ 10,500.
7-1-53
95,000.
U7,000.
7-1-55
12-16-58
168,000.
137,000.

Amount Required for
sinking Fund Interest
Total
$3,000.
ij.,000.

h,ooo.

Totals
$313,000. 19k.500.
11,000.
Delinquent Taxes and Exornerations Estimated at

$ 315.

1,292.

5,137.
6,7Ui.
10$

$ 3,315.

5,292.
9,137.

$ 17,7Ui.

Total Amount to be Raised by a Levy of Taxes . . . ... . -. . -. . 1
and to provide for said amount the following levies are proposed to be laid
on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class of property, viz:

I

14!

I

AUTHORIZED RATES
(Must be in Ratio,,- of 1, 2 and li)
Two + three quarter cents (2.750) on Class No. I property,
Five + one-half '5-50) on Class No. II property,
Elven cents (110) on Class No. IV property,
for the purpose aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein as follows

Number I
Personal Property
Public Utility Property
Total Class No. I

$1,132,100.00
679,600.00
1,811,700.00

2.750
2.750

10,778,670.00

5.50

$

311.00

187.00
U98.00

Number II

I

Real Estate

5,928.00

Number IV

6,089.00

Real Estate 1
5,535,290.00
Personal Property
3,779,7^0.00
Public Utility Property
2,3lh,500.00
Total Class No. IV 11,689,530.00

12,859.00

2k,279-900.00

19,285.00

TOTALS

ii,l58.00

2,612.00

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion for
adjournment by Councilman Hoke carried.

¥. ¥. Alexander, Mayor

I

I \firace Lewis, Recorder
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April 7, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session April 1, 1970.
There were present:

¥. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,

Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L- I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D.
Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.

The Reverend Victor Scott

of the Sattes Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Tidquist moved the minutes for the meetings of March 23, 197C and
March 2h, 1970 be approved.

Motion was seconded by Councilman Kniceley.

Councilman Tidquist reported ona request for a. street light at the Church
of God at ^03 Main Avenue, fie has made a survey arid in building the Church
the light from the street light had been blocked by the Church building. He also
added that there was a pole at this location for a street light.

Councilman

Kniceley reminded the Council of the refusual for a street light from the

Church

of Christ and he did not think that we should turn down one Church and not the

I

other. Mayor Alexander told the Council that he had had a request for a street
light at 22ii Lee Avenue. The people living there say there is a great distance
between the lights on that street. The Street Light Committee will check this
area.

In answer to question of charge for installation for poles for street lights

the Mayor informed that several years ago the Power Company did charge the City
for the installation of the poles, however, now this cost is included with the
rental of the street lights.
The Council then discussed the debris on vancant lot at 3002 - 30th Street.
The Recorder said that Mr- Yates, the owner had been given ten days to clean up
the lot as Council directed.

The Mayor said that Mr. Yates had talked to him

about two weeks ago and told him the lot would be cleaned up.
that a stove and refrigerator had been removed from the lot.

Councilman./:.Allen said
The Council felt that

they had been fair with Mr. Yates and had given him. ample time. The Mayor said he

I
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would call him to inform him that the City would have the lot cleaned and he would

I

be billed for same. The Council also discussed lot on Hillside Drive and Blackwood Avenue. Councilman Allen said that he would check this lot.

Councilman Allen

said he got a compalint about the old liou.se on l;0th Street Road. The person said
the roof was falling in and the children, while waiting for school busses, are
playing inside.

Councilman Waldorf said he didn't think there was any hope in-

restoring this building.
it condemned.

The Mayor said we have to go to the Circuit Court to get

Councilman Kniceley said Charleston has burned bou.se.

The Mayor

said they have been in the Urban Renewal and probably went through the Circuit Court.
I don't know of any other way unless we go through the Circuit Court and get it
condemned.
Councilman Hoke asked about the traffic problem on Main Avenue from the St.
Albari-Kitro Bridge up to Harmon's Trailer Court.

I

The Mayor informed that the office

had gotten some calls on parked vehicles on Main Avenue close to the Trailer Court,
expecially on Saturday and Sunday. The persons making the calls saidthat they
could not see to enter Center Street from Main Avenue because of these cars blocking
vision.

The Mayor informed that several years ago when a restaurant was located

at the place now occupied by the Ramon's Trailer,'Court that it was necessary for
the Council to prohibit trucks from parking on Main Avenue. If the Council would
stop the parking now it would prevent people from parking in front of their homes.
Councilman Kniceley reported on the Park Board meeting held April 1, 1970
stating that the Board members had directed a letter to be sent to Dana Johnston,
President of the Nitro Youth Center and read the letter as follows;

I

At a meeting of the Ilitro Board of Park Commissioners, April 1, the program
to build a Youth Center and the request for property for same was discussed. The
Board is of the opinion that they should have in their possession a copy of the
plans and specifications for said building.
The Board wishes to have the plans and specifications studied by competent
Building Engineers in order to determine that the proposed building is structurally
sound.
T/Jhen the Board has been assured that the proposed building would be sound

and safe and your organization has sufficient funds to errect and equip the building,
the members of the Park Board will be happy to make property available, through
legal channels, for the erection of the Nitro Youth Center. Signed by James Jones,
president, Mrs. Bob Higginbotham, E. 3. "Bo" Hammond, Kenneth K. Kniceley; Members
of the Board of park Commissioners and ¥. W. Alexander, Mayor; City of Nitro,
West Virginia.

I

Councilman Hoke said that he was glad to see the Board make this move in that we
do have a beautiful Park and would not want a building erected that would detract
from the beauty.
Councilman Tidquist asked about the water probeLm created by Diehl's Car
Wash. The people say that they were not bothered with water problem until the
Car Wash was constructed.

The Mayor said that at one time the people in this

area had had a ditch dug at the rear of the lots i.n order to take care of excess
water and this ditch had gradually filled up with weeds and debris. The Mayor said
he would have men from the Sanitary Board test a sample from the water problem
below Diehl's Car Wash.
Councilman Allen reported on fly ash that was being dumped on vacant lots in
the south end of town.

I

It was creating a problem in that the wind was carrying the

fly ash all through the area. He asked if the fly ash was suspoaed to be dampened.
The Mayor said that he had gotten calls on this same problem and had sent Captain
Palmer to the Contractor to instruct him that it was necessary th.it the fly ash
be kept dampened and covered with soil as soon as possible.
Mayor Alexander reported that the Regional Development Authority arid the County
Court had been working on County Communication system that it would lead into each
Rolice Department in the County.

They had approched Nitro in having it installed

at our Police Department. This system would in no way affect our present communication system. At any time there was a disaster in any part of the County that
might affect all parts of the County it would be an easy matter to alert all Police
Departments.

The major cost of this system would be paid for by the Federal Govern-

ment. Every participating city was asked to spend approximately $1,1|>)5-00.

This

I
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type of system is being used through out the Country.

I

In answer to the question of

maintenance, the Mayor said that he understood the County would take care of the
-maintenance after installation.

Councilman Goodwin said it was his understanding

that this system would replace the present Civil Defense.

Councilman Waldorf moved;

seconded by Councilman Goodwin thatthe City participate in this program. Motion
carried.
The Mayor informed the Council that he had been looking over the city streets
and that he thought we should have a committee to make a new study of the condition
of our streets and a recommendation to the Council.

Councilman Kniceley said

he had one objection to the paving of streets and that was the interest rate. The
Mayor said the interest rate was still six percent.

Councilman Allen said, when the

street paving is finished that he thought the City is going to be required to have
a better maintenance program.

I

Councilman Iloke set the date for Sunday, April 12,

depending on the weather for -all members of the Council to make a survey of the
streets.
Councilman Goodwin asked about the plans for sewers^in the Riverdale Acres
area. The Mayor informed that the City has plans for the sewers and that the
engineers are watching for any information coming from Washington where money might
be available in order that the sewer lines may be installed in this area.

The

Mayor also reported that we had had a representative from the Health Department look
over the bad situation of the hill section of Riverdale Acres and their recommendation was that it was a terrible mess and the only thing that would correct it
was new intersepter sewer lines.
In answer to Councilari Kniceley's question regarding how soon the City could
apply for money in the event money would become available. The Mayor said that

I

our engineers can make application in Ij.8 hours.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman
Hoke moved that the Council be adjourned.
L'.t

~3-OiK\A.in,

Grace Lewis, Recorder
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April 21, 1970
The City Council met in regular session on April 21, 1970.
There were present: W. ¥. Alexanderj Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R,

I

V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Fjiiceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Tom M. Waldorf and. Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order and the Reverend Victor Scott,
of the Sattes Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for April 7, 1970 be approved.

Seconded

by Councilman Waldorf, Motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved the Financial Statement for the month cf March be
approved.

Seconded by Councilman Goodwin. Motion carried.

Councilman Tidquist reported on the Street Light Committee Survey of Lee
Avenue. He reported this was a long street and that there was a light, at the corner
of Lee said Walker and one at the Lee Avenue and Sattes School entrance.
Councilman Tidquist moved two 3500 Lumen lights be installed on Lee Avenue.

I

Seconded by Councilman Allen. Motion carried.
The Mayor reported to the Council that he. had had a report for a street
light at the extreme Horth end of Hillside Drive, back of the Weathertite Building.
He asked the Committee to make a. survey of Hillside Drive.
The Mayor told the Council that Mr. Smith had promised him that he would
clean up the vacant lot at 30th Street and 1st Avenue.

Councilman Allen reported

that they had cleared up some of the debris.
Councilman Alien reported on the water problem from Diehl's Car Wash.
drain from the Car "Wash was made of tile.

The

The ditch back o.r the homes has grown

up with weeds and the water dumped into the field.
The Mayor said he would check with Jack Diehi regarding this property.
Councilman Hoke reported that the Streets had been checked over and the Committee

I

State (lax Department
of Wtxt Virginia
25305
CHARLES H. HAOEN II

LORD

COMMISSIONER

AL9

12:62

ALD

(Rev.

1967)

To the Common Council
Municipality of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 11, Article 8, of
the Code of West Virginia, as amended, and contingent upon compliance with the provisions of chapter 8, Article 5, Section 12, of
the Code of West Virginia, as amended, the levies proposed by you
for your muncipality for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1970,
are hereby approved, subject to the following exceptions:

NONE

I hereby make the following findings with respect to the
levies proposed to be laid in excess of the rates prescribed by
constitutional limitations: The_levies for current expenses imposed by your common council are no more than are indispensable to
the ordinary discharge of the governmental functions of the municipality, and your common council has also made such a finding and
the rates in excess of those prescribed by the Constitution were
legally authorized by a vote of the people.
Given under my hand this 3rd ^day—of

April

19 70 .

>4.'
TAX COMMISSIONER
CHH:bts
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will go over their notes and give s recommendation for street work at the next

I

meeting.
The Recorder presented a letter of approval, from the State Tax Commission,
of the Levy Estimate as pest by the Council March 2k, 197'0, (the letter hereby
attached to the minutes of this meeting.) She presented to the Council copies of
.-£he Levy Order.

Thereupon Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman iloke

ihat the rates be approved for the Budget Year 1970 - 71. Upon a vote motion carried.
t
Every member of the Council then proceeded to sign the Levy Order as follows:
STATS OF T-.TSST VIRGINIA,
COUITTIZ3 OF KANAWIIA AND FUTAFII
KTTNICIPnLIT! OF NITRO, TO-wit:

I

At a regular session of the Council of the Finnicipallty of Nitro, West Virginia,
held, in the Council Chamber thereof on Tuesday, the 21st Day of April, 197C. Present$
W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Recording Officer; Grace Lewis, and Tom Waldorf, E. L. Goodwin,
Roy V. Allen, Hugo D. Tidquist, Kenton L. Williamson, Kenneth K. Kniceley, and
L. I. Hoke members of the Council of said Municipality.
CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL LEW
ORDER
Order Form No. 1
The Council having ascertained that, the net amount necessary to be raised by
a levy for the current fiscal year for regulTar municipal purposes will be
$112,203.00, according to the estimate made and entered of record on the 2lrth day
of March, 1970, and said estimate having been published as required by law, and no
one appearing to oppose the same or to take exception thereto, and the Tax
Commissioner having approved the same in writing, it is therefore ordered that said
estimate and the rates of levy proposed therin, be approved and that the following
levies be laid on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class of property, viz:
^
'

Sixteen cents (16-*) on Class Fo. 1 property,
Thirty-two cents (32$) on Class No. 11 property,

Sixty-four cents (6Ij.0) on Class No. IV property,

i
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the 1st assessment therein, as follp'srs :

I
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Assessed
Valuation

GLASS

Total Rate
of Levy

Taxes Levied
(T-Tnole dollars)

Number 1
Fersonal ^rope r ty
publis Utility Property
Tota}. C1-5SS TIo. 1

$1,132,100.00
679,600.00
1,811,700.00

$ 1,811.00
1,087.00
2,898.00

?;umber II
Real Estate

10,778,670.00

3h,)i92.00

Ijim'oer TV
Real Estate
Personal property
Public Utility Property
Total Glass ?:o. IV

5,535,290.00
3,779,7hO.OO
2,37ll,500.00
11,689.530.00

35,1426.00
2U,190.CO
15,197.00
7k,813.00

TOTALS

$21;, 2 7 9,900.00

I

112,203-00

MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES-INTEREST MID SINKING FUND
ORDER
The Council having ascertained that the amount necessary to be raised by a
levy of texes for the current fiscal year to pay the interest on and proved a
sinking fund for the discharge of the principal of a bond isssue of #313,000.00 will
be $19,285.00 according to the estimate made and entered of record on the 2iith day
of March, 1970 and said estimate having been published as required by law end
no one appearing to oppose the sane or take exception thereto and the Tax Commissioner
having approved the same in writing, it is therefore ordered that, said estimate
having approved the same inwriting, it is therefore ordered that said estimate
be laid on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class of property, viz:

I

AUTORIZED RATES
(Must be in Ratio of 1, 2 and U)
Two £ Three Quarter cents (2.75^) on Class No- 1 Property
Five <& one half cents (5-5) on Class II property,
Eleven cents (110) on Class No. IV property,
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein;. as follows:

I

I

CLA33

Assessed
Valuation

Total Rate
of Levy

Taxes Levied
(Whole Dollars)

1,132,100.00
679,600.00
1,811,700.00

2.75^
2.750

$

number I
Personal property
public Utility Property
Total Class No. I

311.00
187.00
U98.00

Number II
Real Estate

10)778,670.00

Number IV
Real Estate
Personal property
public Utility property
Total Class Ko. IV

$,$35,290.00
3,779,71*0.00
2,37U,$00.00
11,689,530.00

,2^12.00
12,859.00

2ii .,279,900.00

19,285.00

TOTALS

5,928.00
6,089.00

Ii,i58.oo

Councilman Kniceley reported the Pool Committee has had meetings and set
up a set of rules snd will give these rules to the Staff and also a copy given
to everyone buying a family pass to the Pool. The pool will open Memorial Day,
May 30, 1970. T-Te have four qualified instructors to teach swindling lessons.
Not all the hiring is done. The Mayor said we have men working on the Pool now
and asked who has a said bit-sting machine. Councilman Tidquist said
Monsanto has one, but the compressor is not working right now. The Mayor said
we would like to have the pool painted. They are waiting to sand blast before
painting. Councilman Tidquisb said be will have to check with Mr. Charles Young.
The Mayor said it will save us some expense on renting one. The Health Department
has given us a very good inspection every year. They wish we would eliminate
the flaking by sand blasiting. The Health Department checksthe water and facilities
very close. Indoor - Outdoor car-pet will be installed in the gate house and at
the Pool.

I

Copies of the resolution cresting a. Regional Intergovernmental Councilwas
presented to the Counci for their consideration.

Councilman Allen asked why

the controversies in ether towns regarding the creation of this Regional Intergovernmental Council.

The Mayor stated that the Planning Commision in these

towns felt that anything pertaining to funds should come under the jurisdiction.
However, our Planning Commission has voted unanimously in favor of the Regional
Intergovernmental Council Agreement.

Councilman Goodwin stated that unless we

are a part of this organization we can not get any Federal Funding on projects in our

I

1
jurisdiction.

Councilman Allen said that he understood that a fee of ten cents

per person would be charged.
be a charge.

The Mayor said that he did not feel there would

The Council Planuers were apposed toiti

The M^yor said that the

I

group felt that we will be able to get by without, a fee cost if it is operated by
The Plarners,

The people, who are elected officials, are theon.es who should

say weather a job should be funded. He said that we need this resolution adopted
in order to become a part of the Regional Intergoyernmenal Council and until
the organization is set up and opperating there will be no funds. Thereupon
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf the adoption of the
Resolution.. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION
Whereas, Chapter 8, Article 23' of the Code of West Virginia of 1931, as
amended, authorizes the creation of a Regional planning Commission in the manner
and for the purposes therein provided, and,
Whereas, An agreement entitled "Regional Intergovernmental Council Agreement"
in accordance withsaid Chapter .and Article has been prepared for execution by
those units of government desiring to form such regional planning Commission, and,

I

111 ereas, the County Court of Kanawha County, West Virginia, has approved and
executed said Agreement for and on behalf of said County, and,
Whereas, the City of 1-Iitro, West Virginia, acting by and through its Council
is of opinion that s;.;id Agreement accomplishes the purposes desired as set-forth
therein, arid desiring to enter into the said Agreement to create a regional
plaining commission.
NOW, THEREFORE ?-E IT RESOLVED,
That the llayor of the City of Nitro, West Virghia, be and he is hereby
authorized and directed, to execute, on behalf of the said City of Nitro, West
Virginia, that certain Agreement entitled "Regional Intergovernmental Council
Agreement."
CITY OF NITRO,
COUNTIES OF K.AHAWNA AND PUTNAM,
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, TO-WIT:

I, Grace Lewis, Recorder of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, do hereby
certify the aforegoing to be a true and accurate copy of Resolution and Order
passed by the Common Council of the City of Uitro at a regularly held meeting
on the 21st Day of April, 1^70.
Given under my hand this

day of

, 1>-?0.
Grace Lewis, Recorder
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

I
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Councilman Alien asked If the recently inacted law regarding junked cars

I

would have any effect on us. The I-layor said that we should have an ordance tc ccnforrii with the State Law.

Councilman Alien moved, seamed by Councilman Goodwin

that the City Attorney be directed to prepare an ordanance to conform with the new
law on junked care. Upon a vo':.e mot-ion carried.
The nay or reported that s. contract had been let for a new Highway, Rt. 2^ through
River-dale '\cres Area.
Councilman Allen reported that the Rx"orview iiobile Homos had a bad sewage
problem. Our Sewer Department should take a look at it. The pipes lead from the
homes and drain directly into the creek.
The Mayor reported that Captain palmer had reached the age of 6£ and could
only work under Civil Service for 30 days after his birthday.

The police

Committee and the Civil Service TVoard are of the opinion that the best tiling to do

I

is to appont kir. Palmer as Chief of police.

This would "ranae his pension at this

time and he would work for the same salary as Cheif.

Councilman Allen asked if

it would be necessary to move some one up to the Captain rank?

The ilayor said there

hss been a lot of thinking in that line and also the Civil Service Bo3rd had thought
about it.

Conditions have been uncertain in the Police Department for awhile.

T/Je do not have many men who are old enough and who have had enough experience,

/it

the present time we need another Sergeant but are waiting until a man has had
enough experience for the position.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke that C. A. palm er be
appointed Chief of police as of May 10. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen reported again the Railroad siding of the Perm Central located
in Riverdale Acres Area stating that this section was very dangerous and that ''Something should be done about it.

I

The Recorder reported that a letter had been sent

to the Perm Central on January 21, 1970 regarding this matter but that we would
send a follow up letter .

156
Councilman Goodwin reported on junk being placed on lot 716 Kanawha Avenue
South.

Councilman Tidquist reported on a. car that had been parked on lot

UoU Washington Avenue .

I

Councilman Tidquist said that in Brookhaven across from George Minner's house
the cement block is cracked and is blocking the water.
blem when it rains.

They have a tremendous pro-

The Mayor said that it is a 36" drain and t - > people asked us to

get the cost of a larger drain that would do the job.

They took a t-opo of the

place and said it would take a 72" and it should be a 8U" drain.
$3}5'30.0Q.

Councilman Allen said thu water comes back up.

man who lives on the left is in a lob more trouble.
he would not stand a chance.

The cost would be

The Mayor said the

If they would put in 3^" line

Councilman Kniceley asked what about putting a 3Jj." line.

Councilman Waldorf said there would be a location problem and a road problem.
Councilman Allen said if they contineu to build more house more water will run
down, it could wash those houses out.

We don't want to restrict his building

houses but we want to protect what is there.

We should try towark out something.

I

Councilman Kniceley said he thought; the Builder could get a right of way across the
back of the houses to lay one strip through.

Councilman Allen said the Builder has

created this problem.

Councilman Iloke said we are going to have to get a larger

drain under the road.

Councilman Allen said it goes through the manholes and goes

do™ through, the sewer plant and therrwe have two problems.
to get the Health Department to see it that wqy.
is going to put in another street.

The Mayor said they tried

Councilman Allen said the Builder

Councilman Waldorf said they will force us to

do some thing about the filter plant.

The Mayor will have the engineer take another

look at this situation.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Hoke
moved the meeting adjourned, seconded by Councilman Kniceley.

__
w7 W. Alexander, Mayor

Motion carried.

. _
T\e Lewis, Recorde
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guest 60$ for children and $1.25 for adults.

Thereupon Councilman Kniceley mcved

that a charge of 500 be made for a ticket issued for a single: admission to all
persons residing in the City of Mitro under the age of l6.'years old.

Motion

I

seconded by Councilman Goodwin and upon a vote motion carried.
Councillor;. Kn ice ley reported the two ladies who had worked the Concession,
Mrs. Davis and Mrs . Honaker had been hired and also Mrs. Beatrice Fore had been
hired for the gate house.

Tie life guards are Rornie Mughal , Jr., David Say re,

Archer Bailey, Michael Clark, Susan Hogshead, Jane Moody, Jan e Stientmetz. Four
of the life guards h've their Jnsturctors and will teach, swimming lessons starting
June l5 • A copy of the rules of the Pool will go to every person buying a pass.
Councilman Kniceley also reported that arrangements had been marie for the carpet
and signs are being painted.
Luke Ilichael, the City Attorney, presented each member of the Council a
copy of the new Law regarding junked cars.

He said that the law is lengthy and

would take a. long time to read a.nd study it and suggested the members of the
Council- take the copy home with them in an effort to study the law.

I

In explain-

ing some parts of the law, Mr. Michael said that tis was a very broad status and
called attention to page 5 and said it would be necessary for the Council to
adopt the law in whole.
Councilman Tidquist reported that the car on UoU Washington Avenue was still
there.
Councilman Goodwin reported that Penri Central is working or; taie Railroad
tracks in Riverdale Acres Area.
down to talk with him.

The Mayor said that the Chief Engineer hd been

The perm Central w',s working with the Carbide plant trying

to get another side line installed above the City Limit Line.
The Mayor reported that Captain Palmer had checked the two place in the South
end regarding the junked heaps.

One place had promised that they would clean up the

lot and the other place the owners were not home.
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creek a twenty-four inch line should be installed. The costs will be in the
neighborhood of U,5>QO.GG.

The Mayor continued that he had told t,b« people that

this problem should be taken care of and had also told them the cost and that the
cost was too great and we could not take care of it at this time.

I

The Mayor said

Councilman Waldorf said that since they had seen food particles it- cculd be from
a disposal.

The Manor said that a dye test should be run from every home. There

has been times when detergent had created suds in the ditch.

In answer to Council-

man l-Ioke' s question on the location of this ditch the Hayor informed that it was
on the back property line of B iles Drive behind Mr. Mitchell's^ *bout 12£ feet
from the road between ItOth Street Road and East 3l?th Street.
asked i^ it would be wise to put in a yO decree ell.

Councij-nan Allen

The Mayor said that it

would be 380 feet to go under the street into the creek then we would not be
cj

helping the other section o" East 3?th Street. A '-dye test from every home would
show what property was furnishing the contamination.
about alloacation of money to do a Job like this.

Councilman Waldorf asked

I

The Mayor said that he cert-dnly

would not have the right to give the O.K. on. a job like this without the Council's
permission even if the City did have the money.

In answer to Councilman Tidquist's

question on the responsibility for surface water the Attorney said we have the
same responsibility in Sewers as we do with drainage problems.

The Mayor said he

would have the engineer take another look at th is problem and make his recommendations to the Gounci}.,
Keith Prifty presented a petition to the Council pertaining to the change in
the High School and Juniro High School.

It was addressed to the Kxnawha County

Boijrd of Education opposing the change.

MIE Gym. at the Juniro Hign School is net

big enough, for the High School. The auditorium seat ST'O at Jr. High School and
1,CCG at the High School. The Ba.ndroom and shop i.-_- not big enough for High School.
There is more activity for Junior High School children at the Jr. "tigh School arid
"the Jr. High School will have a parking problem if the High School moved over

I
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May 19, 1970
The Council met in regular session Tuesday, May 19, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander, Mayor; Grace Lewis, Recorder, Dr. R.

I

V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Khiceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the City Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. The Reverend Kenneth Ball of
the St. Paul Methodist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved the minutes for the meeting of May {?, 1970 be
approved. Motion seconded by Councilman Goodwin. Motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, the Financial Statement for the month of April be approved. Upon vote, motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist informed Council that the Street Lighting
Committee had made another inspection on Hillside Drive for additional street
lights, and that the Lighting Committee did not see the need for an additional
light.

In discussion it was suggested that the last light on the lower end of

I

Hillside Drive be moved to the last street lighting pole arid be up-graded, thereupon Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf that the last
street light on lower Hillside Drive be moved to the last pole and up-grade to
3500 mercury vapor.

Upon vote, motion carried.

Councilman Tidquist reported that the light on West llith Street had not
been installed.

The Recorder informed that she had called the Appalachian Power

Company in April regarding this installation as the Power Company had been given
the order in early February.
The Mayor reported that he did not know if Mr. Diehl and Mr. Fitzsiramons had
begun the work on the ditch leading from the car wash, however, he had been
told by Mr. Diehl that he had an agreement worked out with Mr. Fitzsimmons.
Councilman Hoke made a report on the recommendation of the Street Committee,
he said that the Council had gone over all the streets and had had: a meeting

I

i.63
and felt as a whole, there was not a lot of change in the condition of the

I

streets and felt they would be all right for another year. There were some
streets that may need resurfacing but the Council felt if the property owners
desired these streets be resurfaced they should petition the Council to resurface them.

Council recommended at this time there be no further paving, however,

they did stress that the streets be given better attention as to patching and
repairing of the streets. He pointed out that 16th Street does need some repair.
The Attorney T.uke Michael, reported on the Law of Junk Cars and said that
he had given the Council Members a copy of the Law at the last Council meeting
in order that they may make a study of the Law and. make any recommendation they
may have, and that he did not prepare the Ordinance covering this Law as yet but
would try to have the Ordinance by the next Council meeting.

In discussion of

the Law, it was pointed out that it was necessary for the City to adopt an Ordinance

I

in Compliance with the State Law in order that the: City Police Department have the
proper authority to carry out the Law. Thereupon, Councilman Kniceley moved,
seconded by Councilman Allen, that Mr. Michael prepare the Ordinance covering
the Law on Junk Cars. Upon a vote, motion carried.
Councilman Allen reported that he had made three visits to Fredrick Street
and had found in addition to their request and need for a 15-mile speed limit
sign, that they also had otherproblems that the speed limit sign was not going
to correct their problems. That they had an open ditch which was cuasing a lot
of problems. In discussion of this ditch, it was pointed out that the ditch runs
parallel with Fredrick Street and the railroad. The Mayor said that theStreet
Crews had taken care of this ditch numerous times but that someone on the street
continues to fill it with debris causing flooding during raims and thathe people

I

on that street will not tell who is filling in the ditch.

Councilman Allen also

reported that the residences of Fredrick Street would like to have stop signs
erected at either end of the street. They would also like to have a street

L.64
sign. The Mayor said that he would have the ditch checked again. Thereupon
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, that stop signs be
erected on Fredrick Street at either end and that a l^-mile speed limit sign

I

also be erected. Upon vote, motion carried.
Mayor Alexander informed Council that in making another check of the 39th
Street area on the drainage problem, as presented to Council at the last meeting,
the men had discovered a lot of utility lines in and along the area of the drainage and there would need to be a great amount of hand work done becuase of the
utility lines. The job would necessitate in the neighborhood of 700 feet of pipe
and our men also extimated the cost of this job to run from $li5>00.00 to $lj.800.00
The Mayor told Council that he was aksing the engineer to make his survey on this
problem and make his recommendations to the Council and then we would have to
find the money to do the work.
Councilman Kniceley reported that the Pool will open May 30, 1970 and the
Pool Committee had decided that starting this year no pool passes were to be sold

I

at the pool. The reason for this decision was the amount of money taken in
from sale of pool passes at the pool and no adequate facilitties for safe keeping
of the money at the pool and that all pool passes will be purchased at the City
Hall. He also announced that the swimming classes will start June 15•
Councilman Allen asked what our Law was pertaining to dead trees on property
between the walk and street property? There was a dead tree in front of the
property on 2120 - 21st Street and the tree was very dangerous and could fall on
a person or someone's car. The Mayor replied that his property between the sidewalk and the curb is for beautification purposes and that the property owner usually
took care of this area that was close and that if a treet was cut down on the
property that the property owner took care of the cutting down of the tree and the
City would haul it away. However this is not an ordinance covering this situation. The Mayor also pointed out that if the City had to assume responsibility of

I

65
taking care of trees on the Park-way, it could run into a lot of cost for the City.

I

The Attorney also was asked for his opinion.

He pointed out that in a lot of

places the liability of sidewalkds was on the property owner, that the City
should have an ordinance taking care of the sidewalk and Park-way.
Councilman Williamson reported that in the 700 or 800 block of Main Avenue,
hedge has grown out over the sidewalk and the sidewalk was blocked.
Councilman Waldorf said that he though O.K. Walker should be given
recognition for taking his time to go over the Streets with the Council.
Mr. James Stone presented three copies of editorials givenover WKAZ
Radio on April 27, and May 1st stating that if conditions outlined in the
editorials exist that something should be done about it and asked Council what
they intend to do t£t correct these matters? In answer , Mayor Alexander
questioned as to how he obtained the copies, Mr. Stone replied that he got

I

them from WKAZ Radio Station. Mayor Alexander said that he had talked to the
General Manager of this Station almost daily requesting copies of the editorials
and that he had only received a copy of the Apri 27 editorial, and that he
had even considered going through the FCC to obtain the_other two copies.
Councilman Waldorf asked that copies of these eidtorials be made and sent to
each member of the Council.
Keith Britt asked if we had a Street Sweeper? The Mayor replied Yes.
Mr. Britte said his street had not been swept but twice in the twelve years
he lived in Nitro, and that he though if the streets were swept more often they
would keep them in better condition.

Mr. Britte a.lso recommended making Washington

Avenue from 700 to 800 block one-way parking on one side only.

Also recommending

that Kanawha Avenue up through the 800 block be made one-way parking on one side,

I

pointing out that fire trucks or ambulances

could not get through

the streets as they were now. Councilman Hoke said that, a lot of cane would be
raised about this and asked how many people would sign for this recommendation?
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Mayor Alexnader asked Mr. Britt if he would be willing to contact his neighbors
regarding this matter, asking Mr. Britt if he would be willing to contact his
neighbors regarding this matter, asking Mr. Britt if he lived on Kanawha or

I

Washington Street. Mr. Britte informed the Mayor that he lived on Dupont Avenue,
The Mayor said it was eviden that these streets were narrow but he felt that the
people would be very unhappy with a change of which has been recommended.
Mayor Alexander told Mr. Britt that he thought it would be real nice of him
if he would contact the people on these two blocks. The suggestion was made
that the proper solution to this problem was to widen the streets.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time,
a motion for adjournemnt by Councilman Hoke carried.

I
W. W. Alexander, Mayor

v^ce Lewis* Recorder

I

June 2, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session June 2, 1970.
There were present: W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis, Recorder, Dr. R.
V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Knlceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Tom M. Waldorf and Ken ton L. Williamson members of the City Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. The Reverend Donald Cummings
of the Sattes Presbyterian Church gave the Invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved the minutes for the meeting of May 19, 1970
be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Waldorf. Motion carried.
The Recorder reported the order for change of a street light on Hillside
Drive had been given to Appalachian Power Company. Councilman Allen and Tidquist
reported the light on West lUth Street had been installed.'
The Mayor reported a complaint from Sattes Circle regarding a light that

I

had been moved close to 1)|10 Sattes Circle. The people felt that this light
should not have been taken out.
Attorney Michael explained in more detail the Law covering Junk cars.
(A copy of the Senate Bill covering this Law had been presented to members of the
Council at the last meeting.) The Attorney proposed the Council to adopt the
complete bill for the first reading at this meeting. Informing Council that the
headings and titles would be the same as the Senate Bill. The definitions will
generally be the same with exception of Law enforcement to mean the Nitro Police
Department, suggesting leaving out the Legislative Declaratinn on page U and !>.
The fines for violations would be paid into the City Treasury.

Advising Council that

he will have completed copies of the Ordinance for each member at the next
meeting. Thereupon Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, that

I

the Council adopt this Ordinance for the first reading. Upon a vote motion
carried unanimously.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question regarding signs for Frederick Street
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the Mayor said it would take about four weeks to get the signs.
Councilman Kniceley reported a list of pool rules and regulations had been
given out to all persons practising pool passes.

I

Pointing out that item eight had been

changed by the Pool Commitee to allow eight year old children and over to enter the
Pool without an older person aaccompanying them. Councilman Kniceley said the Pooj
opened in grand fashion. The men had done a good job getting the Pool in
readiness.
The Councildiscussed the matter of dead trees on the parkway. The Attorney
said he had checked this matter thoroughly and in this case the City owned the
property between the sidewalk and the street. Statute provides that the City must
keep the streets safe and that the odds are the Court would find the City liable,
in any case. It was pointed out that the City does not have sufficient money to
maintain this particular area and that perhaps the owners of abutting property
should not be allowed to have the right to plant trees on City property. If the
City is going to accept thisresponsibility then additional money must be found
for that purpose.

I

It was suggested that two or thtoee men could cut the trees

down ina couple of hours. Councilman Allen said that he was the one who brought
up this situation, the tree is dead and is going to fall and he thought someone
should take it down.
The matter of WKAZ Editorials were then discussed by the Council. Councilman Allen asked what National Magazine was referred to in the Editorials, no one
seemed to know the name of the Magazine. The Mayor stated that one item in the
Editorials was our illegal traffic tickets. The Mayor said that the traffic
tickets causes ua to Vjy more paper and hs.ve more paper to thrcv away. The City
now has the prcpertr.-iffic tickets.

It coots the City $120.00 per t-hcusnad. It

was his Tir-derstandiug ohat the otate Police do not use four copies of a ticket.
In answer to Councilman Hoke as to who got the copies of a ticket, one for the
violator, one for the Police Department and one for the Judge.

The Mayor said

I

that he thought anyone that is familiar with the City Government should know that

I

there is no truth to the most of the items. There are certain things that have
been argued at elction time. They have beendiscussed by the City Council, one
imparticular is the voting machine and the paper frailot. Nitro is in two Counties
and the one Cournty hassapproved voting machines. He has never been the Chief
of Police, nor has he ever been the Fire Chief 1 He is Chairman of the Sanitary
Board because the State Code says he must be. Councilman Allen said that the Editorials
said that the Mayor was conducting an investigation of the Polios Department. The
Mayer said that he was. He had investigated because the Council brought up a
question and he almost took two men to task over it. He said the reportecame from
a member of the Police Department and he reported same to the Council. Then he
found it necessary to have another investigation of the problem and found the
second time that the first investigation as reported from a member of the Police

I

Department was completely wrong. The reason he is not telling the complete story
is that he does not wish to hurt innocent persons. These Editorials are a continuation
of politics that has been used for the past several years. Councilman Tidquist
said that if the City Government is wrong then he thought we should get right and
if we are not wrong then we have nothing to fear. Councilman Waldorf said that
he did not know who put these acquisitions in but said let them prove them otherwise we should not waste our time on it. It is nothing but petty politics. The
Mayor said that it was not true about him being against the Nitro Youth Club. Every
minister in Nitro knows andKen Kniceley knows that there is no truth to this
statement. The Mayor said that he was promised by Mr. Gunter of WKAZ the copies of
the Editorials regarding Nitro. He only received one copy. Councilman Kniceley
said there was an article in the Shopping Guide in which Reagan made a statement

I

that the only activity and Recreational in Nitro was the Swimming Pool. I defy him
to come to the City Park where hundreds of children play every day.
Councilman Kmiceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, that this matter be
tabled. Upon a vote motion carried unanimously.

1
Thomas Reagan stood up and introduced himself as the News Director of WKAZ.
The following is not exact quotes but in affect the conversation that transpired.
He asked the Mayor who was the Chiel of Police and Fire Chief two months ago.

I

The Mayor replied that he had never been Chief of Police and that two months ago
the Departments were under the charge of palmer and McDonald, the same as they are
today. He asked if Nitro had been without Chief of Police. The Mayor said we had
not had a Chief of Police. We had had Captains of the Departments.
Reagan said the four copies are being used by St. Albans, South Charleston and
by the State Police. Therefore is the Law foolishness.

The Mayor said it was a

waste of money to use four cppies. Reagan went on to say that copies of the
Editorials had been sent to the Mayor. The Mayor said that he had. been promised
by Mr. Gunther copies of the Editorials and statements of people from Nitro but he
had only received one copy of an editorial. Reagan informed Mayor that he was not
promised copies of people's statements. The tapes of the telephone conversation
would prove this. Rejagan said there is nothing in these Editorials that are not
true.

I

This has gone on for two years and we will stand back of the statements.

Everyone on the City Counci is liable for the State Law. He stands behind the
facts not;his ;opinions. He pointed out to the Mayor that according to the City
Financial Statement that he received $1.00 a year for the job of Chief of Police.
The ^ayor said that he had never received any compensation for these positions.
The Engineer's Report was presented to the Counci on the paving of:
21st Street - Firest Avent^eto Third Avenue
18th Street - First Avenue to Second Avenue
Bank Street - 21st Street to 20th Street
2nd Avenue (Unit 1) - 19th Street to WVa Route 25 (F)
2nd Avenue (Unity2) - 21st Street to 19th Street

I
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CITY OF NITRO

I

Street Resurfacing program
Project No. 1-69
May 11, 1970
ENGINEER'S REPORT

21st Street - First Avenue to Third Avenue
18th Street - First Avenue to Second Avenue
Bank Street - 21st Street to 20th Street
2nd Avenue (Unit 1) - 19th Street to WVA Route 25 (F)
2nd Avenue (Unit 2) - 21st Street to 19th Street
TO THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY
OF KANAWHA AND PUTNAM.

I, hereby certify and report that the cost of the permanent improvement of
the afore-mentioned streets, all situate within the limits of the City of Nitro,
Kanawha County, Washington District, West Virginia, was Thirty-Eight Thousand
Six Hundred Six Dollars and Sixty-Three Cents. (38,606.63).

I

It is further reported and certified that said work was made and completed

in accordance with the direction of the Mayor and Common Council of the City of

Nitroj the specifications, plans and supervision of the Engineer, his representative and Inspector, and in accordance with the contract made by the City of Nitro
and Orders and Haynes paving Company, Inc., the low bidder; that the description of the
lots and lands and the amounts assessed against each of the said owners and the
property abutting, bounding and fronting upon the said streets are hereinafter correctly shown; that the amounts have been charged, calculated and approtioned for each
parcel and lot abutting, bounding and fronting on said street; that said streets
were permanently improved in accordance with Chapter 8, Article 8, of the Code of
West Virginia, and that said improvements are completed and ready for acceptance by

the Council of the City of Nitro, and is properly assessable according to law, and that th

I

lands and lots abutting, fronting and bounding thereon are properly assessable according

to law, in the amounts shown on the assessment rolls attached hereto.
Respectfully Submitted,
Robert R. Anderson
Engineer
Attachments
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BANK STREET
From its intersection with 21st Street to its intersection
with the northerly line of 20th Street
EAST SIDE
Front Footage
Assessed

Total
Assessment

Name of Owner

Lot Number
or Description

A.W. Cox Department Store
Company, a corporation

Parcel

11^.00

3.03952

$ 3ii6.50

W. W. Alexander

Parcel

1*6.00

3.03952

139.82

Leonard E. Higginbotham
Gerald R. Higginbotham

parcel

27.50

3.03952

83.59

W. ¥. Alexander
G. C. Alderson
Luther H. Carson

Parcel

Four Horseman, Inc.

Parcel

James A. Marrs
Jean Ann Marrs

parcel

Total, gast Side of Bank Street

22.^0

22.$0
25.00

Cost Per
Front Foot

3.03952

68.39

3.03952

68.39

3.03952

?5.99

I

$ 782.68

257.50

I
Bank Street (Continued)
WEST SIDE
Name of Owner

Lot Number
er -Description

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

G. C. Alderson

Pt. Plot 2l±,
Area R

235.00

3.03952

$ 71^.28

Totals, West Side of Bank Street

235.00

$ 71U.28

TOTALS, BANK STREET

U92.50

$1,U?6.96

I
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SECOND AVENUE

Beginning at its intersection with the south line of
21st Street to its intersection withlhe north line
of 19th Street
WEST SIDE
Name of Owner

Lot Number
or Description

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

Henry J. Witry
Mary Virginia S. Witry

Part of Plot 19

11*0.31

1*. 31*612

609.80

City of Nitro

Part of Plot 19

102.19

1*. 31*612

1*1*1*. 13

Marshall Properties, Inc.

Part of Plot 19

1*0.00

1*.31*612

173.85

Richard S. Veazey
Mary Ann Veazey

Part of Plot 21

Uo.oo

1*.31*612

173.85

h. 31*612

173.85

Trustees for Textile Workers part of Plot 21
Union of America, CIO Local
No. 7, Nitro, West Virginia
jangs P. Jefferies
• Dorothea Jefferies
™ Mary L. Sampson
John T. Westfall
Loretta M. Westfall

1*0.00

part of Plot 21

50.00

1*. 31*612

217.30

part of Plot 21

57.50

1*. 31*612

21*9.90

I*.3l*6l2

130.38

part of Plot 21

30.00
500.00

Total, West Side

2,173.06

EAST SIDE
The Board of Education of the
Nitro High School
County of Kanawha
parcel
TOTAL EA.ST SIDE

I

565.oo

22.1*05015

12,658.83

12,658.83

SECOND AVENUE

1

Beginning at its intersection with the south line
of 19th Street to its intersection with the north
line of West Virginia Route No. 35 (First Avenue)
WEST SIDE
Name of owner

Lot Number
or Description

Front Footage
Assessed

Total
Cost per
Front foot<•• "- Assessment

R. M. Harrison, Wendell
Harrison, Mabel Edwards,
Isabelle Hudriall, Ralph
Harrison, Betty Ruth Hall

Lot No. 1918

65 .00

k.1921

272 .51

Oval Smith

Lot No. 1817

65 .00

272 .51

E. 0. Kinder

Lot No. 1816

65 .00

E. 0. Kinder

Lot No. 1715

65 .00

Elsie C. Alders on

Lot No. 1716

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1615

65 .00
65.00

James E. Gasebolt
Pauline E. Casebolt

Lot No. I6lli

65 .00

k .1921^
k .192U
k .192U
h .192U
k .192U
k .192U

Ralph Fowler and
Ruby Fowler

Lot No. 1513

65 .00

k .192U

272 .51

Rosa T. Wysong

Lot No. l5Hi

65 .00

272 .51

Frank E. Grover
Marguerite Grover

Lot No.

lUli

65 .00

h .192U
h .192U

Nellie Irene Ouster

Lot No. 1U12

65 .00

272 .51

James Conrad Stewart

Lot No. 1313

65 .00

Raymond 0. Briscoe
Bertha H. Briscoe

Lot No. 1312

65 .00

h .192U
h.1921*
h.1921;

Elsie Marie Jones

Lot NO. 1211

65 .00

k .192U

272151

Lot No. 1210

65 .00

k .192J*

272 .51

James B. Coon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 1107

65 .00

h.192U

272 .51

Otmer Withrow
Lucy Withrow

Lot N0. 1108

65 .00

k .192U

272 .51

Norman S. Phelps
Amy M. Phelps

Lot No. 1005

65 .00

h.192U

272 .51

Bessie R. Hawkins

-

272 .51
272 .51
272 .51
272 .51
272 .51

1

272 .51

272 .51
272 .51

I
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SECOND AVENUE (CONTINUED)
H Name of Owner

Lot Number
or Description

Front Footage
Assessed

Costper
Front Foot

Lot No. 1006

65.00

U.19214.

$ 272.51

Maple Lourine Wilson
Lot No. 903
Lenia Gertrude Wilson
(Maggie L. Wilson (life estate)

65.00

4.192U

272.51

Charleston Land Company, a W. Lot No. 902
Va. corporation

65.00

ii.l92U

272.51

Charleston Land Company, a W .Lot No. 801
Va . corporation

65.oo

ii.l92i|

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

85.00

U.192li

356. 2k

Henry B. Chaney
Emily F. Chaney

Lot No. 800

i,5i5.oo

TOTALS WEST SIDE

Total
Assessment

$ 6,351. h6

EAST SIDE
Robert Eugene Middle ton
Joyce Middle ton

Lot No. 1922

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

• F. W. Surface
™ Virginia Surface

Lot No. 1821

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

ijeanette Oldham

Lot No. 1820

U.1921;

272.51

Reda M. Simmons

Lot No. 1719

U.1921*

272.51

Timothy Wayne George
Joyce Anne George

Lot No. 1720

65.oo
65.oo
65.oo

U.192U

272.51

York Ragle
Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1619

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Trustees of the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No. 1618

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Trustees of -the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No. 1517

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

F. B. Kenworthy
Hilda Kenworhty

Lot No. 1518

65.00

I*.192U

272.51

Ada G. Post

Lot No. Ujl5

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Lot No. 1U16
• Kanawha Banking and
• Trust Co.,Trustee under
Agreement dated February ill., 1968,
made by Rosehelena Hanes

65.00

U.192U

272.51

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Harry K. Miller, Jr.
Charlotte D. Miller

Lot No. 131?
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SECOND AVENUE - EAST SIDE (CONTINUED)
Front Footage
Assessed

Cost per
Front foot

Kanawha Banking and Trust
Lot No. 1316
Co., Trustee, under Agreement
dated February lU, 1968, made by
Rosehelena Hanes

65.00

4.1924

$ 272.51

Lot No. 1215

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Corbett Ferrell
Wanda K. Ferrell

Lot NO. 121U

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No.

nil

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Lot No. 1112
P.V. Rhodes
(Pharozina Rhodes,), and heirs
of Gilbert Rhodes, deceased

65.00'

4.1924

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1009

65.00

4.1924

272 .51

Thomas ¥. Kelley
Betty Jo Kelly

Lot NO- 1010

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Claude Fox
Beatrice Fox

Lot No. 907

65.00

i4.192lj.

272.51

Charcles L. Hissom
Frances M. Hissom

Lot No. 906

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Ray Hammond
Beulah Hammond

Lot No. 805

65.00

4.1924

272.51

George A. Null
Truda p. Null

Lot No. 802

65.00

4.1921,

272.51

Russell W. Casto, Jr.
Lot No. 701
Thomas F. Casto
(Althea M. Casto and Russell
¥. Casto, life estate)

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Lot No. 702

30. 5U
1,590. 5U
4,170.54

4.1924

127.94

Name of Owner

Lemma Realty Co.-j Inc.

Luvada Stone
TOTALS EAST SIDE
TOTALS SECOND AVENUE

Lot Number
or Description

Total
Assessment

I

1

$ 6,668.18
27,851.53

I

EIGHTEENTH STREET

JLf f

From its intersection with Second Avenue to its
intersection with First Avenue
NORTH SIDE
Lot Number
Front Footage
|
Name of Owner
or Description
Assessed
Lot No. 1517
50.00
Oval Smith

Cost per
Front Foot
2.93059 $

Eastern one half
of Lot 1815
Trustees of St. Paul's Metho- Western one
dist Church, of Nitro, W.Va. half of Lot
No. 1815
Trustees of St. Paul's Metho- Lot No. 1813
dist Church,Nitro,¥.Va.

25.00

2.93059

73.26

25.00

2.93059

73.26

5o.oo

2.93059

11*6.53

Oval Smith

Total
Assessment
11*0.53

Sonny Lewis
Mary Lour Lewis

Lot No. 1811

5o.oo

2.93059

11*6.53

Lemma Realty Co.m Inc.

Lot No. 1809

2.93059

11*6.53

Cecil Lemma

Lot No. 1807

2.93059

11*6.53

Orlena A. Keener

Lot No. 1805

2.93059

1U6.53

Dorothy Evelyn Davis

Lot No. 1803

5o.oo
5o.oo
50.00
50.00
27.98

2.930£9

11*6.53

2.93059

82.00

Pennsy Davis Farley
•

Lot No. 1801

1*27.98

TOTAL, NORTH SIDE

$ 1,251*.23

SOUTH SIDE
E. 0. Kinder

Lot No. 1816

ilohnS. Hopper

Lot No. 181U

Lowell Lanham
Edith P. Lanham

Lot No. 1812

5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo

2.93059

$ 11*6.53

2.93059

Ut6.53

2 .93059

11*6.53

2 .93059

11*6.53

2.93059

11*6.53

2.93059

11*6.53

Violet B. Demoss

Lot No. 1808

William N. Westlund
Etta W. Wsstlund

Lot No. 1806

5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo

James L. Raynes
Agnes D. Raynes

Lot No. 1801*

5o.oo

2.93059

11*6.53

Paul V. Woods
•Mae Woods, Life estate

Lot No. 1802

71.73

2.93059

11*6.53

Elizabeth B. Robins

TOTAL, SOUTH SIDE

Lot No. 1810

1421.73

$ 1,235.92

8U9.71

$ 2,1*90.15

TWENTY-FIRST STREET

1

Extended from its intersection with Third Avenue to
its intersection with First Avenue
NORTH SIDE
Name of Owner

Lot Number
Front Footage
or Description Assessed

Cost per
front Foot

Total
Assessment

East View Land Company

Lot

127.00

7.1*1275

$ 041.U2

Lemma Realty Co.m Inc.

Lot

1*8.13

7.1*1275

356.78

Trustees of the First
Lot
Presbyterian Church of Nitro

105.52

7.1*1275

782.19

Trustees of the First
Lot
Presbyterian Church of Nitro

2.33

7.1O275

17.27

Cinema South, Inc.

Lot

'1*8.21

7.1O275

357.37

L. M. Downing
Mallie Downing

Lot

58.00

7.1*1275

U29.9U

Paul J. Cline

Lot

50.00

7.1O275

370 .61*

Lot
Trustees of the First
Presbyterian Church of Nitro

20.79

7.1O275

15U.11

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot

230.00

7.1O275

1,70U.92

Richard M. Oliver
Geraldine K. Oliver

Lot

82.00

7.1O275

607.85

David W. Comstock

Lot

7li.95

7.10275

55.59
6,278.08

8U6.93

TOTALS, NORTH SIDE

1

SOUTH SIDE

Lot

127.00

7.1O275

91O.U2

J. E. Temple & Inez Temple Lot

63.82

7.U1275

1*73.08

J. E. Temple & Inez Temple

Lot

50.77

7.10275

376.35

David W. Comstock

Lot

53.00

7JO275

392.88

Clara S. Walker

Lot

35.00

7.1O275

259.U5

Henry J. Witry & Mary
Virginia 3. Witry

Lot

80.39

7.1O275

595.91

The Board of Education of
the County of Kanawha

Lot

U37.33

7.1O275

3,21*1.81

A. W. Cox Dept. Store Co.

TOTALS, SOUTH SIDE
TOTALS, TWENTY-FIRST STREET

81*7.31
l,69U.2l*

$ 6,280.90
12,550.90

1

1
Jess Gandee, the Engineer, explained to Council the differences in the budget

I

prices on the present price of the paving. He explained that they tried to stay
within 10 percent of the estimate.
Councilman Hoke moved the adoption of the Engineer's Report. Motion-seconded
by Councilman Kniceley. Motion carried.
The Attorney explained that it would be difficult to get the Legal Advertising
of the Paving in this weeks paper and asked that the meeting of June 16 be changed
to June 23. Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen that this
meeting be recessed and that the Council meet in recessed session June 23.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, that the Council
meet June 23 at 8:00 P.M. to revise or correct any changes in the Engineer's
Report.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin that the Engineer's

I

Report be published in the Kariawha valley Leader for two consecutive weeks. Motion
carried.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question regarding the ditch line on 39th Street,
Mr. Gandee reported that he had looked the situation over several weeks ago. His
recommendation is aline should be installed to pick up two bad drainage problems
that extend from UOth Street Road down to East 39th Street and the approximate
footage of pipe would be ?29feet. His costs estimates on it would be some where
between 1*5 hundred and 5,000.00, if it was done by the City Forces and the City
Forces are qualified to do the work.
The Mayor reported to Council that he had been trying to figure some means to
take care of numerous problems such as this ditch line at the 39th Street and Uoth
Street area. We have other drainage problems. The creek needs to be dredged and

I

cleaned out. These items all cost money. WE over work our present employees which
he considered at a very small rate and we do have good employees and he feels like
they are not getting enough money. He went on to say that he felt that we need
three more full time employees at a minimum of 15,000.00 cost per year. An addi-

tional dump truck at a cost of kS hundred and $900.00 for expenses of truck.
We will need at least $5,000.00 for blacktop and work to repair our streets. The
City employees should be increased at least $25.00 each per month. Work to be done

I

in th'e Police Department Quarters $3500.00 and the item of trees $i|200.00. The
itemof pipe at least $2500.00. He feels that we need approximately $1*2,000.00
per year to take care of these several needed items. The Mayor sedd he would like
to appoint a Committee to check into feasibility of toehr towns as to how they
are meeting their needs and try to come up with a solution for Nitro. The Committee
members are: Councilman Allen, Chairman) Councilman Tidquist and Councilman
Williamson. Councilman Allen asked for a member of the Finance Committee to serve
with them and Councilman Goodwin was selected to serve with this Committee.
Kermit Means, a resident of Nitro asked how much the City receives from the
Plants toward fire protection arid what fund was this money put inot? The
Mayor replied that we receive two to five hundred dollars per month from the Industries and that it is put in the general fund. It is not ear marked for any one

I

particular thing. Mr. Means wanted to know frhat plants paid in arid how much we
they pay. The Mayor replied that all industries paid into it but as to how much we
do not have that information, it was suggested that the City should have an
Ordiance requiring the Plants to pay for Fire Protection.
,

Mr. Samples of Park Avenue told the Council that the people who live on park

Avenue feel that sometimes it is a race track. We have speed limit signs but the
drivers do not observe the speed limit. He suggested the installs-tionof road
bumps in an effort to curb the speed. People on park Avenue feel that the
children playing may beinjured by speeding motorist. The Attorney was asked
to check into the installation of road bomps or spring breakers.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin of Main Avenue told the Council that they had been informed by someone in the Sheriff's Office that the Nitro anexx had. the highest
tax rate in the County and wanted to know why the differences. The Martins were

I

.81
told that the Nitro tax rates applied to the whole town. No one seemed to know

I

why the Sheriff Office would put out such information.
A resident of 3?th Street and a resident of 9th Street also reported speeding
:vv

on the street and asked that they be checked.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Hoke
made a motion to recess. Motion carried.

I

I

f

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

(.Gr^ce Lewis, Recorder

1,8
June 23, 1970
The City Council met in recessed session June 23, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander} Mayor, Grace Lewis, Recorder, Dr. R.

I

V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Tom M. Waldorf and
Kenton L. Williamson members of the City Council. Councilman Hugo D. Tidquist
being absent.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. The Reverend Donald Cummings
of the Sattes Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Goodwin moved the minutes for the meeting of June 2, 1970.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Allen. Motion carried.
Councilman Waldorf moved the financial statement for the month of May
be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin. Motion seconded.
The Ordinance relating to disposal of junk and abandoned vehicles was
discussed.

The Ordinance having had its first reading June 2. The Attorney

explained that if there were no revisions to the Ordinance we should have a

I

motion accepting this as the 2nd reading.
Thereupon Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley the
following Ordinance be accepted for the 2nd reading. Upon a vote motion carried,
ORDINANCE NO.

INTRODUCED IN COUNCIL
June 2, 1970

ADOPTED BY COUNCIL
June 23a 1970

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE DISPOSAL OF JUNK AND
ABANDONED VEHICLES" PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE TO
DETERMINE VEHICLE OWNERS AND LIENHOLDERS, PROVIDING
FOR SALE AT AUCTION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF
VEHICLES UNCLAIMED AND FOR SIMPLIFIED METHODS TO
TRANSFER JUNK AND ABANDONED VHEICLES TO DEMOLISHERS
FOR DEMOLITION, WRECKING, AND DISMANTLING JUNK AND
ABANDONED VEHICLES.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

I

SECTION 1. DISPOSAL OF JUNK AND ABANDONED VEHICLES.

I

§ 1. Definitions.
As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires a
different meaning*
"Vehicle means any device in, upon, or by which persons or property
may be transported or drawn that is operated customarily in contact with
or immediately adjacent to the surface of the earth and which device
is self-propelled or propelled by an energy providing force except
those devices propelled or drawn by human energy or used exclusively
upon stationary rails or tracks.
"Junk vehicle" means any vehicle that is not lawfully and validly
registered and remains inoperative or incapable of being driven for
a period of ten days after the day the vehicle becomes inoperative or

I

incapable of being driven and which vehicle the owner, bailee or
finder, whichever is applicable, within the ten-day period, fails to
have made operative or capable of being driven or fails to make
aggangements to have the vehicle made operative or capable of being driven.
"Abandon" or "abandoned" means to permit or allow any vehicle to
become an abandoned vehicle.
"Abandoned vehicle" means any vehicle or major part thereof that
is inoperative and is left unattended on public property for any period
of time over ten days, or any vehicle or major part thereof that has remained
illegally on public property for any period of time over ten days, or
any vehicle or major part thereof that has remained on private property
without consent of the owner or person in control -Of the property

I

for any period of time over ten days or any vehicle or major part thereof that is unattended, discarded, deserted and unlicensed or is inoperative for any period of time over one hundred eighty days.

"Law enforcement agency" means the Police Department of the City
of Nitro.
"Deraolisher" means any licensed person (other than his agents or

I

employees, if any, while acting within the scope of their authority
or employment) whose business, to any extent or degree, is to convert a
vehicle into processed scrap or scrap metal, or into saleable parts, or
otherwise to wreck or dismantle vehicles.
§ 2. Abandonment of vehicle prohibited.
No person shall abandon a vehicle upon public property or upon
property which he does not own, lease, rent or 'otherwise control within
the City of Nitro.
§ 3. Penalty; abaonded vehicle.
Any person who abandons a vehicle shall be quilty of a misdemeanor,
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than one hundred
dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned in the county

I

jail not less than three nor more than six months.
§ li. Authority to takepossission of abandoned vehicles.
The law enforcement agency that has knowledge of, or discovers or
finds any vehicle abandoned on provate or public property shall take
into custody that vehicle. For that purpose, the law enforcement agency
may employ its own personnel, equipment and facilities or hire persons,
equipment and facilities for the purpose of removing, preserving and
storing abandoned vehicles.
§ !?. Notification of vehicle owner and lienholders.
(a) The law enforcement agency which takes into custody an
abandoned vehilcle shall notify within fourteen days after taking
custody, by registered or certified mail, return recipt requested, the
last known registered owner of the vehicle and all lienholders of record

I
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that the vehicle has been taken into custody. The notice shall contain

I

a full description of the vehicle including the year, make, model,
manufacturer's serial or identification number or any other number that
may have been assigned to the vehicle by the commissioner of motor
vehicles and any distinguishing marks; set forth the loactdon ;of the
facility where the vehicle is being held; inform the owner and any
lienholders of record of their right to reclaim the vehicle within ten
days after the date notice was received by the owner or lienholders, upon
payment of all towing, preservation and storage charges resulting from
taking the placing the vehicle in custody; and state that the failure
of the owner or leinholders of record to exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle within the ten-day period shall be deemed a waiver by
the owner and all right, title and interest in the vehicle and of

I

their consent to the sale of the abandoned vehicle at a public auction,
(b) If the identify of the last registered owner of the abandoned
vehicle cannot be determined; or if the certificate of registration or
certificate of tiel contains no address for the owner; or if it is impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and
addresses of all lienholders, notice shall be published as a class II
legal advertisement in compliance with the provisions of acticle three,
chapter fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, and the notice shall
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county wherein the vehicle was abandoned, and the notice shall be sufficient to
meet all requirements of notice pursuant to this section. Any notice
by publication can contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles.

I

The notice shall be published within fourteen days after the vehicle
is taken in to custody and shall have the same contents required for
notice in subsection (a) of this section.
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(c) The consequences and effect of failure to reclaim an
abandoned vehicle within the ten-day period after ntoce is received by
registered or certified mail or within ten days after the final notice

I

is published in a newspaper shall be set forth in the notice.
§ 6. Auction of abandoned vehicles.
If an abandoned vehicle is not reclaimed as providesd for in section
six of this ordinance, the law enforcement agency is possession of
the abandoned vehicle shall sell it at a public auction,

The Purchaser

of the vehicle shall take title to the vehicle free and clear of all
liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipts from tie
law enforcement agency that auctioned the vehicle and shall be entitled
to register the purchased vehi61e the purchased vehicle and receive a
certificate of title on presentation of the sale receipt to the department of motor vehicles and upon compliance with the provisions of
article three, chapter seventeen-a of the Code of West Virginia. The

I

sales receipt at such sale shall be sufficient title only for purposes
of transferring the vehicle to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking or
dismantling, and no further titling of the vehicle shall be necessary
by either the purchaser at auction or by the demolisher} both of
whom shall be exempt from the payment of any fees and taxes required
under article three, chapter seventeen-a of the Code of West Virginia,
PRIVIDED, That the purchase at auction must place the vehicle in the
possession of a demolisher within thirty days fromthe ds.te he purchased
the vehicle and the demolisher must demolish, wreck or dismantle the
vehicle within six months after taking possession of the vehicle and if
they do not they shall be required to pay any fees and taxes required
under article three, chaper seventeen-a of the Code of West Virginia.

I
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I 7. PROCEEDS FROM SALE OF ABANDONED VEHILCE.

I

From the proceeds of the sale, the law enforcement agency which
sold the abandoned vehicle shall reimburse itself for any expenses it
may have incurred in conducting the auction, any costs of towing, preserving and storing the vehicle which resulted from placing the
abandoned vehicle incustody, and all notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to section six of this article.
Any remainder from the proceeds of sale after payment of these
costs shall be held for the last registered owner of the vehicle
or entitled lienholder for ninety days, after which time, if no owner
or lienholder claimes the remainder, it shall be deposited in the City
treasury to be kept and maintained as a special revolving account designated as the "abandoned vehicle disposal account" and any moneys

I

so collected and deposited shall be used solely by law enforcement
agencies for the payment of auction, towing, preserving, storage and
all notice and publication costs which result from placing other abandoned vehicles in custody, whenever the proceeds from a. sale of those
abandoned vehicles are insufficeint to meet these expenses and costs.
The"abandoned vehicle disposal account" shall be under the direction
and control of the City Treasurer. He or she shall assure that moneys
are properly deposited in the account by any law enforcement agency
that sells any abandoned vehicles at auction and that any moneys necessary to pay costs and expenses of those sales, as specified in the
preceding paragraph are disbursed in accordance with state accounting
procedures to law enforcement agencies selling an abandoned vehicle.

I

The "abandoned vehicle disposal account" shall never be maintained
in excess of the amount necessary to efficiently and properly carry out
the intentions of this article and in no eventshall the "abandoned rehicle

1
disposal account" be maintained in excess of the sum of five thousand
dollars; whenever the "abandoned vehicle disposal account" exceeds
the amount, theTreasureer shall tansfer the excess to the City gen-

I

eral revenue fund.
§ 8. GARAGEKEEPERS AND ABANDONED VEHICLES.
Any vehicle left for more than ten days in a garage operated for
commercial purposes, after notice by the garagekeepers by registered
or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner to pick up
the vehicle, shall be deemed and considered an abandoned vehicle and
shall be reported by the garagekeeps to the appropriate law enforcement agency.
AU^aonded vehicles left in garages shall be taken into custody
by the law enforcement agency to which they are reported and sold in
accordance with the procedure set forth in this section unless prior
to sale the vehicle is properly reclaimed and the garagekeeper paid

I

any costs he may have incurred regarding the vehicle. If the vehicles
is sold ithe proceeds of the sale shall first be applied to the garagekeepers charges for servicing, storage or repiar to the vehicle, and
any surplus after such payment shall be distributed in accordance with
section I 7.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to impa:Lr any lien of
a garagekeeper under the laws of this state or the right of a lienholder to foreclose.
For purposes of this section "garagekeeper" means any operator
of a parking place, lot or establishment, vehicle storage facility or
establishment for the servicing, repair or maintenance of vehicles.
I 9. DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED VEHICLE DIRECTLY TO DEMOLISHSR.
(a) Any person, firm corporation within the City of Nitro, state

I

.89
of West Virginia upon whose property or in whose possession is found

I

any abandoned vehicle or any person being the owner of a vehicle whose
certificate of title is faulty, lost or destroyed, may apply to the law
enforcement agency of the City of Nitro, for authority to sell, give
away or dispose of the vheicle to a demolisher.
(b) The application shall set out the name and address of the
applicany, the year, make , model, manufacturer's serial or identification number or any other number that may have been assigned to the vehcile by the commissioner of motor vehicles, if ascertainable, and any
distinguishing marks and shall contain a concise statement of the facts
surrounding the abandonment, or that the title of the vehicle is lost
or destroyed, or the reasons for the defect of title in the owner.

The

applicant shall execute an affidavit stating that the facts alleged in the

I

application are true and that no material fact has been withheld.
(c) If the law enforcement agency finds that the application is
executed in proper form and shows that the vehicle has been abandoned
upon the property of the applicant or if it shows that the applicant appeares
to be the rightful owner, the law enforcement agency shall follow the
notification procedures set forth in section § 3>.
(d) If the abandoned vehicle is not reclaimed in accordance with
section six of this article, the law enforcement agency shall give the applicant a certificate of authority to sell the vehicle, which certificate
shall be sufficient title only for purposes of transferring the vehicle
to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking or dismantling, and no further
titling of the vehicle shall be necessary by either the applicant or

I

the demolisher both of whom shall be exempt from the payment of any fees
and taxes required under article three, chapter seventeen-a of this code:
Provided, That the demolisher must demolish, wreck or dismantle the
the vehicle within six months after taking possession of the vehicle and
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if he does not he shall be required to pay any fees and taxes required
under article three, chapter seventeen-a of the Code of West Virginia.
(e) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, any

I

person, firm, corporation, in said cityof Nitro, upon whose property
or in whose possession is found an abandoned vehicle, or any person being
the owner of a vehicle whose certificate of title is faulty, lost or
destroyed, may dispose of the vehicle to a demolisher without title and
without complying with the notification procedures set forth in section
I Sy if the vehicle is nine years old or older and has no engine or
is totally inoperative.
§ 10. Duties of Demolisher.
Notwithstanding any provisions contained in this ordinance to the contrary, any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires a.vehicle for
purposes of wrecking, dismantling or demolition shall be exempt from
the payment of any fees and taxes required under this ordinance.

I

PROVIDED, That the demolisher must demolish, wreck or dismantle the
vehicle within six months after taking possession of the; vehicle and if
he does not he shall be required to obtain a certificate of title in his
name and pay the fees and taxes required under this ordinance,

Immediately

after the vehicle has been demolished, wrecked, dismantled or changed so that
it physically is no longer a vehicle, the demolisher shall surrender to
the Department of Motor Vehicles for cancellation the certificate of
title or auction gales receipt for the vehicle with the word "scrapped"
or word or words of similar meaning written across the i'ece thereof.
If the demolisher does not have a certificate of title or auction sales
receipt for the vehicle, he shall give notice to the Department of Motor
Vehicles on the for the department shall prescribe.
The surrender of auction sales receipts, certificates of title and

\n to the State Depart
has been demolished, wrecked, dismantled or changed so that it physically
is no longer a vehicle shall be in accordance with the forms, rules, and

regulations promulgated by the State Department of Motor Vehicles for
that purpose.
A demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete record of all vehicles
purchased or otherwise acquired by him in the course of his business.
These records shall contain the name and address of the person from whom
each vehicle was purchased or otherwise acquired and the date of purchase the
date required. The records shall be open for inspection by the law enforcement agency at any time during normal business hours. Any record
required under this section shall be kept by the demolisher for a period
of at least two years.
§ 11. General repealer.
All other ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this
ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
§ 12. Severability.
If any person of this ordinance or the application thereof in any
case or situation is held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other
provisions or applications of this ordinance, and to this end the provisions
of this ordinance are declared severable.
This ordinance shall become effective July 1, 1970.

Passed this

day Of June, 1970.

MAYOR

c*
RECORDER
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Thereupon

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen that

the aforegoing Ordinance be adopted. Upon a vote motion carried 'unanimously.
The Mayor announced that this meeting was to consider the Engineers Report

I

set out in the notice to property owners as published in the Kanawha Valley
Leader the dates of June llth and June 18th. He further announced that the
meeting was open for any revision or correction of the report of the Engineer
set out in said notice.
The Recorder informed Council that the Engineer had heretofor filed his
report and that pursuant to Council's direction she had given notice as requested
by law to the property,owners of the property abbutting upon the streets and
portions therefore pursuant to the paving ordinances, adopted by Council and had
been published in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a newspaper of the general cirrculation in the City of Nitro, and tendered to Council thepublishers afidavit and
certificate of publication of said notice.
Thereupon Council Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson the

I

publishers afidavit and certificate of publication as above mentioned be received and made a part of the minutes this meeting by actual inclusion therein.
Upon a vote all members voted in the affirmative. Motion declared carried.
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of West Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit;
I, William E. Blake, Manager of Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper of
general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia,
do solemnly swear that the annexed
NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS, GRADDING ASSESSMENTS, CURBING ASSESSMENTS,
DRAINING ASSESSMENTS AND GUTTERING ASSESSMENTS FOR THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF
CERTAIN STREETS AND WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA,
AGAINST PROPERTY ABUTTING ON BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERESECTION WITH
TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 FEET SOUTH OF 'Jr ,<
CENTER LINE OF SEVENTH STREET) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET:

I

Printer's Pee $
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of West Virginia,

I

County of Kanawha, to-wit:

I, . . . . . . j . . . . . . . . i .........
.........
L, Manager of
Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper of general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly swear that the annexed

was duly published in said paper once a week for
successive weeks, commencing with the issue of the
//JJ.t.
day of
Do A^ tT
, 19 /O
and ending with the
issue of the lm<Jfy ~T It
day of 0"^ "^ ^
> 19
«
aad—waa ported-at the Cum I Huu&e uf lUnawlia Com
iir-

Manager,
Kanawha Valley Leader.

I

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

Nota^PUblic for Kana
(My commission expires

day of

Virginia.

( 28, 1972

j

JUNE 18, 1970

EY LEADER

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
NTS, CURBING ASSESSMENTS,
THE PERMANENT IMPROVE3, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST
SINNING WITH ITS INTERSECWNETY FIRST STREET; SECiVENUE (95 FEET SOUTH OF
ITH TWENTY FIRST STREET;
'H FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INBEGINNING WITH ITS INTERtD AVENUE.

James E. Casebolt
P.-uline E. Casebolt

Lot No. 1614

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Kslph Fowler and
Nuby Fowler

Lot No. 1513

05. OO

4.1924

272.51

Rosa T. Wysong

Lot No. 1534

65.00

4.1924

Frank E. Grover
Marguerite Grover

Lot No. 1411

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

N e l l i e Irene Custer

Lot No. 1412

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

James Conrad Stewart

Lot No. 133.3

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Piymond O. Briscoe
Berths- H. Briscoe

Lot No. 1312

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

nisie M a r i e Jones

Lot No. 1213

65.00

4.1924

272.51

Dessie li. H a w k i n s

Lot No. 12 1O

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Jfmes B. Coon
V i r g i n i a F. Coon

Lot No. 11O7

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Otirer Wi throw
Lucy Wi throw

Lot No. HOB

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Norman S. Phelps
Amy M. Phelps

Lot No. 1OO5

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Henry B. Chaney
E m i l y F. Chaney

Lot No. 1OO6

65. OO

4.1924

Lot No. 9O3

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

346. 5O

Maple Lourine Wilson
Lenis* Gertrude Wilson
(Maggie L. Wilson ( l i f e estate)

tro, West Virginia, on the 23rd
above named streets and porrther providing for the assessded by Chapter 8, Article 8, of
> above named streets or por>d and filed his report showing
proved; the frontage of each of
list the respective abutting lots

designated on maps of the City
f the Clerk of the County Court
said maps and deeds for m o r e

to its intersection
ith street

age

Cost per
Front Foot

$

$

272.51

272.51

Total
Assessment

0

3.O3952

$

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

3.O3952

139.82

Charleston Land Company, a W. Va.
corporation

Lot No. 9O2

0

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

3.03952

83.59

Charleston Land Company, a W. Va.
corporation

Lot No. 801

3

N i t r o Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 8OO

85 . OO

4.1924

356.24

)

3.O3952

68.39
TOTALS WEST SIDE

)

3.O3952

.

1,515.00

.'

$6,351.46

68.39
EAST SIDE

1

3.03952

75.99
lovc-o M i d d l p t o n

Lot No. 1922

65. OO

4.J924

F. W. Surface
V i r g i n i a Surface

Lot No. 1821

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

J e a n e t t e Ol dharo

Lot No. 1H2O

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Total
Assessment

Redp M. Simmons

Lot No. 1719

65.00

4.1924

Timothy Wayne George
Joyce Anne George

Lot No. 1720

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

$- 714.28

York Ragfe
Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1619

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Lot No. 1618

65.00 V:

$

1

e

Cost per
Front Foot
3.O3952

fe
'*<•
'«*«^

.

,
K
.'!

$

782.68

714.28

^2^-^J-^—-- '^

S

S

272.51

272.51
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KANAWHA VAL]

TONY FONTANE
STORY . . .

Youth Rally
At Eleanor

YEARS
AGO
June 16, 1950
American Legion Post 108 presented the National Colors last
Sunday to the Nitro Fire Department. Commander James
vV. Hartley directed the activities as City Councilman M.
L. Bush presented the 3 x 5
American flag to Captain Ira
Ellis. The flag was then hoisted to the top of the new tlag
pole by Firemen Bob Priddy and
Bill Jones as the post and four
companies stood by.
The first step in building a
wading pool at Nitro Recreation
Park was finished last Friday
when Cecil L. Lemma at the
controls of a Diesel bulldozer
completed the rough grading.
Lemma, who donated the equipment and assisted in the initial
operation, does contract work.
He is interested in the development of the park and is donating his services.
An increase in water rates at
Buffalo was authorized by the
Public Service Commission to
meet the existing emergency
there. The wells which supply
itne town have gone almost dry
and a national guard filter unit
has been pressed into emergency service.
Mrs. Roy Knapp and daughter,
Eva Dean of Eleanor have returned from New York City
where they attended the graduation exercises of Columbia University. Denver Knapp, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Knapp received a masters degree at the
exercises. Mrs. Knapp and her
daughter made the trip by plane.
Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Brown of
Crawford City have as their
guest, Mrs. L. L. Brown of
Valley Center, Kansas.
Mr, W..D. Amos of Bancroft
has returned home from Thomas Memorial Hospital. He is
much improved after suffering
a fractured leg and kneecap in
a car wreck two weeks ago.
Delmas Jeffries of Red House,
who has been connected with the
Honaker Garage for several
years, is now employed at the
Kenna Noffsinger Garage.
Mrs. J. C. Wallace of Woods
spent the weekend visiting
friends and relatives in Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Raynes
and Bobby Raynes of Pittsburgh
spent the weekend with Mr. and
Ivirs. j. R. Jordan of Buffalo.
. Mrs. Virile Cain is a patient

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS, GRADING ASSESSMI
DRAINING ASSESSMENTS AND G U T T E R I N G ASSESSMENTS FOB
MENT OF C E R T A I N STREETS AND WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITR
VIRGINIA, AGAINST PROPERTY ABUTTING ON BANK STREET BE
TION WITH TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITHT
OND AVENUE BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST.
C E N T E R LINE OF SEVENTH STREET) TO ITS INTERSECTION V
EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION Wf
TERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; TWENTY F I R S T STREET
SECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THI!

On Saturday, June 20, 1970,
at 7:30 p.m., there will be a
youth rally held at the First
Baptist Church of Eleanor. A
film entitled, The Tony Fontane Story, will be shown. There
will also be special music by
Tony Light, a resident of Huntington.
By virtue of the ordinances adopted by the Council of the City of Ni
"The Tony Fontane Story" is
the unbelievable, yet true story day of September, 1969, providing for the permanent improving of the
of one of the world's great sing- tions thereof, by paving and otherwise permanently improving, andfu
ers. Filmed in Hollywood, by ments of the costs thereof against property abutting thereon, as provi
Youth Films, it dramatically the Code of West Virginia, as amended, the said improvements on tto
presents Tony Fontane's per- tions thereof, have been completed arid the City Engineer has complet
sonal testimony, showing to the owners of the lots or parcels of land abutting on said street so inteenagers and adults alike that s a i d lots or parcels of land; the proper amount to be assessed agai
the answer to life and the here- and parcels of land and the total costs as follows:
after is found only in the person of Jesus Christ.
Fontane acquired nation-wide
(All lot numbers or parcels hereinafter shown are as numbered or
success when his hit record of Nitro and in deeds for said lots or parcels of record in the Office c
"Cold, Cold Heart", sold more of K a n a w h a County, West Virginia, and reference is here made to i
than a million copies. Two of complete descriptions).
his most outstanding albums
were "Showboat" recorded
BANK STKEEI
with Sophie Tucker, Patti Page,
and Toni Martin; and "Sunny
Side of the Street" recorded
From its intersection with 21st Street
with VicDamone, FrankieLane,
with the northerly line of 2(
and Billie Daniels. His recording of "I Talked to the Trees"
held first position on the AusEAST SIDE
tralian hit parade for 16 consecutive weeks.
Lot Number
Front Pool
Name of Owner
or Description
Assessed
As guest soloist, Tony has appeared on many national TV
shows such as The Ed Sullivan
A. W. Cox Department Store
Parcel
114.C
Show, The Steve Allen Show,
Company, a corporation
The Hoagie Carmichael Show
and many other New York and
W. W. Alexander
Hollywood programs. He was
Parcel
46.0
privileged to have his own radio and television show, "The
Leonard E. Higginbotham
Parcel
27.5
Tony Fontane Show," and was
Gerald R. Higginbotham
featured as the star of Emile
Littler's
London
success,
"Brewsters Millions," the
W. W. Alexander
Parcel
22.5
well-known musical comedy.
G. C. Alderson
Luther H. Carson
Tony's wife, the former Kerry Vaughn, was a professional
Four Horseman, Inc.
Parcel
actress when she and Tony were
22.5i
married. After their marriage,
Kerry continued performing on
James A. Marrs
Parcel
25.01
the stage and in the night clubs
Jean Ann Marrs
around the world and appearing in many Hollywood motion
pictures.
TOTALS, EAST SIDE OF BANK STREET
257.51
On a peaceful, sunny September afternoon in 1957, Tony
Fontant, filled with the excitement and satisfaction of a sucWEST SIDE
cessful rehearsal for a TV network show, was driving in the
Lot Number
Front Foota;
San Fernando Valley. Suddenly
Name of Owner
or Description
Assessed
there was an ear-splitting crash
and everything went blank.
Thirty days later, Tony regainG. C. Alderson
Pt. Plot 24,
235.OO
ed consciousness. This automoArea R
bile crash brought Tony and
Kerry and their daughter, CharTOTALS, WEST SIDE OF BANK STREET
ae, to a knowledge of Jesus
Christ. For their new-found
TOTALS , BANK STREET
Lord, they
• left lucrative care-
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following a fall in which she Saviour. They use these talents
/ .received severe leg injuries. to portray themselves in this
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. motion picture epic.
Fewell and children have re- Tony Fontane at present is a
turned from Orlanda, Fla., religious recording artist for
where they spent the winter. RCA Victor while appearing in
Bill Trainer, Jack Hill and Christian concerts across the
Norman Snyder attended a ball world.
Everyone is welcome to attend
game in Cincinnati last Sunday.
this service, young and old
alike.
x

TFAKS
AGO

June 17, I960

Farm Funds
July First

Local historians have started
a move to have the bridee beSome farm program payment
low Nitro which will carry 164 traffic named the Dudding drafts are already being reBridge. They feel it most fitting ceived in the Putnam County
ASCS Office for issuance to
the structure below Monsanto
across the Kanawha River be producers on July 1, according to C.H.Wyant, Chairman
named for John Dudding, the
first white settler in the area of the County Agricultural Stawho
homesteaded along the bilization and Conservation
river at the exact spot of the Committee.
"By the end of May, about
bridge. The huge dual bridge is
expected to be completed in 1961. 325,000 data sheets had been
In the first event of its kind received in the ASCS comin the area, Monsanto Chemical puter center in New Or leans. By
Company has rented the Nitro the end of August when farm
Theatre for the nights of June programs payments are expect21 and 22 to present a safety ed to be substantially completed
program to Monsanto families we anticipate that about 2.25
by way of a safety movie and million data sheets will have
short talks by representatives been received and processed,"
of the Department of Highway he said
He reminded participants in
Safety.
Nitro received approximately the feed grain, wheat and cotton
$5,000 from the State as it's programs that early certishare of Public Utility Taxes fication of compliance means
early payments. "As soon as
for the year 1959.
Nitro city election returns re- a producer certifies, the County
mained unchanged after city ASCS Office begins processing
papers for the payment he has
council convened as a board of
canvassers. The board did earned,"Mr. Wyant said.
The county office sends the
certify write-in votes for City
Recorder: Hayes received nine data sheets to New Orleans
votes: Snake Hogan and Farley where the Data Processing CenDouglas one each for that post. ter computes the payments eaDr. and Mrs. L. A. Moser rned and prints out sight drafts
and
statements -of-payment
of Eleanor spent several days
computations. These are then
recently in Durham, N.C.,
where Dr. Moser attended a returned to the County ASCS
Office for issuance to producmedical meeting.
ers. No payments may be isThe Eleanor Lions Club sponsued until July.l, the beginning
sored an Ice Cream and Pie
of the fiscal year, when sufSocial last week to raise funds
for the Babe Ruth baseball team. ficient funds become available.
While urging early certificaNewcomers to
the
Poca
community are Mr. and Mrs. tion by producers, the County
ASCS Committee Chairman said
Harold Painter and son, Kim,
recently of South Charleston. that he recognizes it is easier
Mrs. Anna Rhodes of Poca is for some to certify early than
visiting her brother, Mr. and for others to do so. "Certification must be accurate. ProMrs. Howard Waugh of Pargram participants must know
kersburg.
exactly their planted, diverted,
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Casebolt
and conserving oase acreages.
of Red House spent a few days
this week with their son-in-law They must be sure they have
complied with all orogr am proand daughter, Mr. and Mrs. John
Novakoski of California, Pa. visions before they certify,"
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Adams he said.
"Producers with small feed
and children of Buffalo attended
commencement exercises at grain bases or wheat allotments
Rio
Grande
College, Rio which they diverted altogether
Grande, Ohio. Mrs. Elizabeth were in earliest to certify. And
Alkinson Evans, daughter of Mr. participants who got measureand Mrs. Karl Atkinson of Buf- ment service from the county
falo and sister of Mrs. Adams office have been able to make
was a member of the grad- early certification, "Mr. Wyant
commented.
uating class there.

Beginning at its intersection with the sc
2 L s t street to its intersection with the
of 1.9th Street
WEST SIDE
Lot Number
or D e s c r i p t i o n

Name of Owner

F r o n t Footagt
Assessed

Part of Plot 19

'!f>nty J. Witry
M-ry Virginia S. Witry

Port of Plot 19

C i tv of Nitro

L4O.31

1O2.19

M-TshMl P r o p e r t i e s , I n c .

P a r t of Plot 19

40.OO

,'ichard S. Veazey
M.-ry A n n V e a z e y

P a r t of Plot 21

4O.OO

T r u s t e e s for T e x t i l e Workers
Union of A m e r i c a , C T O Local
No. 7, N i i . r o . West Virginia

P a r t of Plot 21

4O.OO

Jnmps P. . J e f f p r i e s
Dorothea J e f f e r i e s

P a r t of Plot 21

5O.OO

V I - T V L. Sampson

P a r t of Plot 21

57.5C

John T. W e s t f a l l
Lore t i p M . W e s t f a l l

P a r t of P l o t 21.

3O.OO

500.00

TOTAL, WEST SEDE

EAST SIDE

The Board of E d u c a t i o n of
C o u n t y of Kanawha

the
N i t r o High School parcel

565.OO
565.00

TOTAL EAST SIDE

SECOND AVENUE
Beginning at its intersection with
of 19th Street to its intersection
line of West Virginia Route No. 35
WEST SIDE

Name of owner

Lot Number
or Description

Front Footai
Assessed

n. M. H r - r r i s o n , Wendell H a r r i s o n ,
M.->bel E d w s r d s , Isabelle H u d n a l l ,
R ^ l p h H p r r i s o n , B e t t y Ruth H a l l

Lot No. 1918

65.OO

Ov?l Smith -

Lot No. 1817

65.OO

E. O. K i n d e r

Lot No. 1BJ6

65.OO

E. O. Kinder

Lot No. 1715

65.OO

E l s i e C. Alderson

Lot No. 1716

65.OO

E l s i e C. Alderson

Lot No. 1615

65.OO

***$• •
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Frank Beaumont Kenworthy
Hilda Kenworthy

th line of
orth line

Cost per
Fron t Foo t
4.34612

A

>

3 JVM

.:.'["
Lot No. 1518

65. OO

4.1924

ds

272.51

JB

Ada G. Post

Lot No. 1415

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Total
Assessment

Kmawha Banking and Trust Co.,
Trustee, under Agreement dated
February 14. 1968, made by
Rosehelena Hanes

Lot No. 1416

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

S

H a r r y K. M i l l e r , Jr.
Charlotte D. Miller

Lot No. 1317

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Kanpwha Banking and Trust Co.,
Trustee, under Agreement dated
Febru.-ry 14, 1968, made by
Rosehelena Manes

Lot No. 1316

6O9 . ao

4.34612

444.13

4.34612

173. as

4.34612

173.85

4.34012

173.85

217.30

4.34612

249. 9O

4.34612

$

Js
I
'S
)&

H
M
[

65. OO

4.1924

$

I
U

272.51

II
IIJ

Lot No. 1215

65. OO

4.1924

272,51

Corbett Ferrell
Wanda K. Ferrell

Lot No. 1214

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

N i t r o Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1111

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

P. V. Rhodes
(Pharozina Rhodes), and heirs of
Gilbert Rhodes, deceased

Lot No. 1112

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

N i t r o Properties, Ltd.
(Carl Summers)

Lot No. 1009

Thomas W. Kelley
Betty Jo Kelley

Lot No. 1O1O

Lemm? Realty Co., Inc.

4. 34612

-V ,

A

3
3

p
3
3
il
^3
!\

65. OO

4.1924

272.51
I

65.-OO

4.1924

?

272.51

I

13O.38

'.
I

Pea r 1 Fox

Lot No. 9O7

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

',
k

$2,173.06

I

Charles I.. Hissoro
Frances M. Hissom

12,658.83

No. 9O6

65. OO

65. OO

4.1924

George A. N u l l
Trutla P. N u l l

Lot No. 8O2

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Russell W. Casto, Jr.
Thomas F. Casto
( A l t h e a M. Casto and Russell
W. Casto, life estate)

Lot No. 7O1

65. OO

4.1924

272.51

Luvada Stone

Lot No. 7O2

30.54

4.1924

127.94

5

!
i
I
>
.
i

272.51

4.1924

Lot No. 8O5

R»y Hammond
Beulah Hammond
22.4O5O15-

Lot

$

272.51

$12,658.83

south line
h the north
rst Avenue )

Cost per
Front Foot
4.1924

TOTALS EAST SIDE

1,590.54

$6, 668. IB

TOTALS SECOND AVENUE

4,170.54

$27,851.53

,

Total
Assessment
$

272.51
F.IGHTIiBNTH STREET

4.1924

From its intersection with Second Avenue to
intersection with First Avenue

272.51

its

NoirfH SIDE
4.1924

272.51
Name of Owner

4.1924

272.51

4.1924

272.51

4. 1924

272.51

Oval Smith
Oval Smith

Lot Number
or Description
Lot No. 1817
Eastern oneh a l t " of Lot
No. 18.1V

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost per
Front Foot

5O.OO

2.93O59

25. OO

2.93O59

Total
Assessment
$

146.53
73.26

•

JUNE 18, 1970

KANAWHA VAL:
(LEGAL NOTICE CONTINUED)

Trustees of St. P a u l ' s Methodist
Church, N i t r o , West V i r g i n i a

Western oneh a l f of Lot
No. 1815

25. OO

73. 2o

Trustees of S t . P a u l ' s M o i h o d i s t
C h u r c h , N i t r o , Wrst V i c c i t n i a

Lot No.

1S13

5O.OO

L'.93O59

Sonny Lowis
Mnrv Lou Lewis

Lot N i l .

l«!l

5O.OO

2.93UW

i.Pinm.* I t e j t l t y Co.,

Inc.

CociI Lemm*

The Pioneer Girls of the Cross
Lanes Bible Church received
their awards in the Sunday evening service.
I4O.V)

Lot

No.

1>«)<J

SO.OO

2.93O59

I4O.53

Lot

N<i.

1HO7

5O.OO

'.93O'>9

I4C).53

Lot No.

18O3

5O.OO

2.93O59

Lot No.

18IJI

27.98

2.93059

O r i e n t A. Kponcr
Dornt'iv Evelvn D a v i s
It.

-$

14o.53

H2 . OO

TOTALS, N'lij
Si.*n'il SlWi

i:. C-. K i n d f r

Lot

No.

1H1>>

:iO.'J<)

a.93O59

14'-). 53

!',->u ' W . W;' r nor
Chj>i !<• l to w. W ; i r n o r

I x i t No.

lHi4

5O.OO

.'!.93OW

14(1.5:!

Lot No.

IH!?

5O.OO

2.930'39

Uo.Si

':ii»ah«>th K. i.'obins

Lot No.

1H1O

V).'JII

2.9305')

140.5 3

V i o l e t B. (Jpnoss

Lot No.

18OS

5(>.'.X)

«!.'>3O59

14O.5')

Henni s 1-. H a r r i s
Nornjr. Len ll;«ms

Lot

l l a r r v Uon.'ikor
Lucy K . Hon.ikt-r
James L. Knvres
An nee D. Uovnt's
P--ul V. Woods
(Mae Woods, l i f e e s t a t e )

No.

1801)

5O.OO

Lot No.

18O4

5O.OO

Lot No.

1802

71.73

TOTALS, SOUTH SIDE

2.93059

'S

140.53

14O.53

21O.21

2.93O59

421.7}

51,235.92

849.71

$2,490.15

TWENTY-FIRST STREET
Extended from its intersection with Third Avenue to its inter•'
section Kith First Avenue
NORTH SIDE

Nave of Owner

Lot Number
or Description

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

East View Land Coapany

Lot

127.00

7.41275

Lemma R . a l t y Co.,

Lot

48.13

7.41275

356.78

'Trustees of The First Presbyterian
Church of Nitro

Lot

1O5.52

7.41275

782.19

_Trustees of The First Presbyterian

Lot

7.41275

17.27

Inc.

2.33

Pioneer Girls
Awards At

$

941.42

The Explorer seniors were
presented gifts bv Mrs. Wanda
Wilkinson. C h i e f Guide. They
were: Diane Knight, Jennie
Eads," SarahSurrett, Denise
Summerfield andCarolynCasto.
The Guides for the Pilgrims
are Mrs. Carol Cannon and Mrs.
Sharon Boggess. The following Pilgrims received the following badges:
Teresa
Boggess-Handicraft
and Safety; Vicki Casto-Safety;
Delpha Craig, Handcraft and
Safety; Teresa Cunningham,
Kitchencraft, Water andHandcraft; Kathy Ellison-Safety;
Terri Karnes - Handcraft,
Safety; Helen Paquette, Safety;
Patty Perkins- Safety; Janice
Tyler- Handcraft, Safety and
Pet;
Mrs. Naomi Moore, Mrs. Jean
Wolfe, Mrs. Mary Harmon, and
Mrs. Carol Parker are Guides
in the Advanced Pilgrims.
Those receiving badges and
ranks in that group were: "
Karen Adams-Drawing, Colonist Observer and Handcraft.
Cynthia Boggess - Voyager
Rank, Campcraft, Drawing,
Handcraft, New Life, Outdoor,
Pets and Colonist Observer.
Sherry Boggess-Book, Charm
Advanced Kitchencraft and Nature.
Judy Crites-New Life, Safety,
Sewcraft and Colonist Observer.
Kitty Dailey-Handcraft, New
Life, and Colonist Observer.
Pam Hall-Handcraft, Kitchencraft, New Life, Pets, Colonist Observer.
Debbie Harmon - Townsman
Rank, Advanced Kitchencraft,
Charm, Homecare, Colonist
Observer, and Sightseeing.
Donna Hoover-Voyager Rank,
Kitchencraft, A d v a n c e d Kitchencraft, and Naturecraft.
Ann Kelly-Campcraft, Handcraft, New Life, Outdoor, and
Pets.
Cheryl
Perkins - Voyager
Rank,
Colonist
Observer,
Campcraft, Drawing, Handcraft,
Outdoor and sightseeine.
Cheryl Pickrill-Colonist Observer, Outdoor, and Campcraft.
Jeanine Rodes - Campcraft,
Outdoor, New Life, and Kitchencraft.
Cloa Shamblin-Colonist Observer, and Safety.
Teresa Siers-Settlesr Rank,
Charm, Bible, Handcfaft, Nature,jand Sewcraft. 1
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Trustees of The First Presbyterian
Church of Nitro

Lot

20.79

7.41275

154.11

Cinema South, Inc.

Lot

48.21

7.41275

357.37

L. M. Downing
Ma Hie Downing

Lot

58. OO

7.41275

429.94

Paul J. Cline

Lot

5O.OO

7.41275

37O.64

Lot

23O.OO

7.41275

$1,704.92

Kichard M. Oliver
Geraldine K. Oliver

Lot

82.OO

7.41275

607.85

David W. Corastock

Lot

74.95

7.41275

555.59

Nitro Properties,

Ltd.

TOTALS, NORTH SIDE

$6,278.08

846.93

SOUTH SIDE
A. W. Cox Department Store
Company
J. E. Temp1 e
Inez R. Temple
J. E. Temple
Tne? R. Temple
. D a v i d W. Comstock

Lot

127. OO

7.41275

941.42

Lot

63.82

7.41275

473.O8

Lot

SO. 77

7.412.75

376.35

Lot

53.OO

7.41275

392.88

C l a r a S. Walker

35.OO

7.41275

Henry J. W i t r y
Mary Virginia S. Witry

8O.39

7.41275

595.91

437.33

7.41275

3,241.81

The Board of Education of the
County of Kanawha
TOTALS, SOUTH SIDE
TOTALS, TWRNTY-P1 KST STREET

Lot

$

259.45

847.31

$ 6,280.90

1,694.24

$12,558.98

Notice is hereby given to persons owning property abutting on the above named streets or portions
thereof .and other interested persons, and any other persons who may be owners of property hereinabove described that at a regularly called meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia
to be held in the Council Chambers at the City Hall of said City on the 23rd day of June, 1970, at 8:00
o'clock, p.m. the owner or owners whose property is to be assessed as hereinabove designated, or
other interested parties, may appear to move the revision or correction of such proposed assessments, and that on or after the 23rdday of June, 1970, the Council may proceed to lay assessments
in the amounts and against the property for the cost of the permanent improvements made as such
assessments are above set out and described.

The principal amount of the above assessments maybe paid by the owners of said property at any
time up to, and including the 23rd day of June, 1970, without interest on the sums so named in this
notice.
Done by order of the Council of the City of Nitro duly made and entered of record.

CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
BY: Grace Lewis, Recorder

Rank} Hiker, Homecape, Missions, Nature Exploration,
Charm, and Colonist ! Observer.
Tamala Wolfe-Voyager Rank,
Discover Rank, Charm, Campcraft,
Colonist
Observer,
Citizenship, Handcraft, Homecare, and Outdoor.
Suzette Young-Charm, Colonist Observer, and Campcraft.
Ann Santrock - Handcraft,
Campcraft, and Outdoor.
Pam Lemon-Handcraft.
Beverly Harkins - Drawing,
Water, Book, and Sewcraft.
Lisa Dailey-Campcraft, Outdoor.
Tammie Mullins-Campcraft
Outdoor.
The Colonist Guide is Mrs.
Lilly Dudley. The Colonist girls
and awards were:
Robin Byrd-Pilot, Trailblazer Rank, Campcraft, Personal
D e v e l o p m e n t , and Activir
Planning.
Becky Mathews-Personal Development, Campcraft,
Activity Planning, and Cake Decorating.
Linda Lovejoy-Activity Planning, and Campcraft.
Roma Neff-Campcraft.
Kim Siers-Pilot, Campcraft,
Activity planning, and Cake Decorating.
Terri Taylor - Hobby, and
Activity Planning.
Barbara Wright - Campcraft,
and Cake Decorating.
Linda Wright - Campcraft,
and Cake Decorating.
Mrs. Wanda Wilkinson and
Mrs. Lanena Mathews are the
Guides in the Explorers. The
following girls receiving the
following achievements:
Carolyn Casto-Bible Survey,
Church Service, Programming,
Personal, Hostess, Dramatic
Arts, Nature Lore, Bronze
Key.
Jennie Eads - Bible Survey,
Personal, Hostess, Art Appreciation, Sketching, Dramatic
Arts, and Bronze Key.
Denise Ferris-Bible Survey,
Personal, Hostess, Dramatic
Arts, and Bronze Key.
Diane Knight-Bible Survey,
Clothing, Personal, Child Care,
First Aid, Hostess, Dramatic
Arts, and Bronze Key.
Carolyn Stranahan-Bible Survey, Personal, Hostess, Dramatic Arts, and Bronze Key.
Denise Summerfield - Bible
Survey, Personal, and Hostess.
Mary Surrett - Bible Survey, Personal, and Hostess.
Sarah Surrett-Bible Survey,
Personal, and Hostess.
Mrs. Ben Copen, Committee
Chairman and Mrs. Margaret
Robinson Pal Chairman presented the following Guides with
their awards.
Pilgrim Guide-Mrs. Sharon
Boggess received Voyager
Rank, Safety Badge, and New
Life.

I

EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE: TWENTY FIRST SSREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTER
SECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE.
~~-

By virtue of the ordinances adopted by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, on the 23rd day of September, 1969, providing for the permaneat improving of the above named streets and portions thereof, by paving and otherwise permanently improving, and further providing for the assessments of the costs thereof
against property abutting thereon, as provided by Chapter 8, Article 8, of the
Code of West Virginia, as amended, the said improvements on the above named streets
or portions thereof, have been completed and the City Engineer has completed and
filed his report showing the owners of the lots or parcels of land abutting on
said street so improved; the frontage of each of said lots or parcels of land;
the proper amount to be assessed against the respective abutting lots and parcels
of land and the total costs as follows:
(All lot numbers or parcels hereinafter shown are as numbered or designated
on maps of the City of Nitro and in deeds for said lots parcels of record in
the Office of the Clerk of the County Court of Kanawha County, West Virginia,
and reference is here made to said maps and deeds fro more complete descriptions).
BANK STREET

From its intersection with 21st Street to its intersection
with the northerly line of 20th Street

I

EAST SIDE
Name of Owner

or Description

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

A. W. Cox Dept. Store
Co. a corporation

Parcel

llli.OO

3.03952

$ 31*6.50

W. W. Alexander

Parcel

U6.oo

3.03952

$ 139.82

Leonard E. Higginbotham
Gerald R. Higginbotham

Parcel

27.^0

3.03952

$

W. W. Alexander
G. C. Alderson

parcel

22.50

3.02952

$ 68.39

Parcel
Parcel

22.50
25.00

3.03952
3.03952

$ 68.39
$ 75.99

Lot number

Luther H. Carson
Four Horseman, Inc.
James A. Marrs
Jean Ann Marrs

TOTALS, EAST SIDE OF BANK STREET

I

257.50

83.59

$ 782.68

WEST SIDE
SAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL •
ASSESSMENT

G. C. Alders on

Pt. Plot 21*,
area R

235.00

3. ,03952

$711*. 28

TOTALS, WEST SIDE OF BANK STREET

235.00

TOTALS, BANK STREET

1*92.50

SECOND AVENUE

$711*. 28

1,1*96.96

:

Beginning at its intersection with the south line of
21st Street to its intersection with the north line
of 19th Street
WEST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

00,31 PER
FRONT FOOT

Henry J. Witry
Mary Virginia S. Witry

part of Plot 19

11*0.31

I*.3l*6l2

TOTAL
1
ASSESSMENT
9
$ 609.80

City of Nitro

Part of Plot 19

102.19

I*.3l*6l2

1*1*1*.13

Marshall Properties, Inc.

part of Plot 19

1*0.00

1*. 3^612

173.85

Richard S. Veazey
Mary Ann Veazey

Part of Plot 21

1*0.00

I*.3l*6l2

173.85

part of Plot 21
Trustees for Textile
Workers Union of America
CIO Local No. 7 Nitro, W.V.

1*0.00

I*.3l*6l2

173.85

James P. Jefferies
Dorothea Jefferies

part of Plot 21

50.00

Ii-.3l±6l2

217.30

Mary L. Sampson

part of Plot 21

57. 50

lj. 3^612

21*9.90

John T. Westfall
Loretta M. Westfall

Part of Plot 21

30.00

TOTAL, WEST SIDE

500.00

I*.3l*6l2

130.38
$2,173.06

I

1
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JL \J
v^
EAST SIDE

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

The Board of Education of
the County of Kanawha

Nitro High
school parcel

565.00

22.1*05015

12,658.83

565.00

TOTAL EAST SIDE

12,658.83

SECOND AVENUE

Beginning at its intersection with the south line
of 19th Street to its intersection with the North
line of West Virginia Route No. 35 (First Avenue)
WEST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

R. M. Harrison, Wendell
Harrison, Mabel Edwards,
Isabelle Hudnall, Ralph
Harrison, Betty Ruth Hall

Lot No. 1918

6^.00

U.192U

272.51

Oval Smith

Lot No. 1817

65.00

U.192U

272.51

E. 0. Kinder

Lot No. 1816

65.00

U.192U

272.51

E. 0. Kinder

Lot No. 1715

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1716

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1615

65.00

U.192U

272.51

James E. Casebolt
Pauline E. Casebolt

Lot no. 161k

65.00

U.192h

272.51

Ralph Fowler and
Ruby Fowler

Lot No. 1513

65.00

k.l92k

272.51

Rosa T. Wysong

Lot No. 1511;

65.00

U.192U

272.51

I'rank E. Grover
Marguerite Grove

Lot No. lUll

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Lot No. LUl2

65.00

U.192U

272.51

James Conrad Stewart

Lot No. 1313

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Raymond 0. Briscoe

Lot No. 1312

65.00

U.192U

272.51

I

Nellie Irene Ouster

I

Bertha H. Briscoe

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

A Q tJ£VO'
QlTQQMTPTvT'^^B
•"-O
j| y*"M ^^^H

Elsie Marie Jones

Lot No. 1211

65.00

li.,1921*

272.51

Dessie R. Hawkins

Lot No. 1210

65.00

lul9?U

272 .51

James B. Coon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 1107

65.00

k. 1.92k

272.51

Otmer Withrow
Lucy Withrow

Lot No. 1108

65.00

U.1921*

272.51

Norman S. Phelps
Amy M. Phelps

Lot No. 1005

65.00

k. 19214

272.51

Henry B. Chaney
Emily F. Chaney

Lot NO. 100$

65.00

li,192U

272.51

Maple Lourine Wilson
Lenis Gertrude Wilson
(Maggie L. Wilson
Life Estate)

Lot No. 903

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Charleston LandCompany
a w. Va. corporation

Lot no. 902

65.00

k.l92k

272.51

Charleston Land Company
A W. V, corporation

Lot No. 801

65.00

U.192U

272.51 •

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 800

85.oo

U.l92li

356.21;

•

6,351.1*6

i,5i5.oo

TOTALS WEST SIDE

TOTAL

EAST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Joyce Middle ton

Lot No. 1922

65.00

U.192U

272.51

F. W. Surface
Virginia Surface

Lot No. 1821

65.00

U.1921*

272.51

Jeanette Oldham

Lot No. 1820

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Reda M. Simmons

Lot No. 1719

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Timothy Wayne George
Joyce Anne (Seorge

Lot No. 1720

65.00

U.192U

272.51

York Ragle
Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1619

65.00

U.192U

272.51

•

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Trustees of the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No.

1618

65 .00

k ,192k

272 .51

Trustees of the Church of

Lot No.

1517

65 .00

h.192lt

272 .51

Frank Beaumont Kenworthy
Hilda Kenworthy

Lot No.

1518

65 .00

k .192lt

272 .51

Ada G. Post

Lot No.

1105

65 .00

272 .51

Kanawha Banking & Trust Co. Lot No.

Htl6

65 .00

h.192lt
h .192lt

Harry K; '.Miller , . Jr . • . Lot No.
Charlotte D. Miller

13155

65 .00

h.192k

272 .51

Kanawha Banking & Trust Co. Lot No.

1316

65 .00

h,192k

272 .51

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1215

65 .00

Iul92lt

272 .51

uoruett FerreljL
Wanda K. Ferrell

Lot No.

12 m

65 .00

It .192lt

272 .51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No.

mi

65 .00

272 .51

P. V. Rhodes (Pharozina
Rhodes), and heirs of
Gilbert Rhodes, deceased

Lot No. 1112

it ,192k
It .1921*

Nitro Proper tie s , Ltd .

Lot No. 1009

65 .00

It .1921*

272 .51

Lot No. 1010

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

Pearl Fox

Lot No. 907

65 .00

272 .51

Charles L. Hissom
Frances M. Hissom

Lot No. 906

65 .00

h .1921*
h .1921*

Ray Hammond
Beulah Hammond

Lot No. 805

65 .00

k..1921*

272 .51

George Null
Truda p. Null

Lot No. 802

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

God of Nitro, W. Va.

Trustee, under Agreement

272 .51

dated Feb. lit, 1968 made by

Rosehelena Hanes

Trustee, under agreement
dated Feb. lit, 1968, made
by Rosehelena Hanes

I

65 .00

- -

(Carl Summers)

Thomas ¥. Kelley
Betty Jo Kelley

I

272 .51

272 .51

19

JL v-'

Russell inf. casto, jr.
Lot NO. 701
Thomas F. Gasto
(Althea M. Casto and
Russell W. Casto,Life Estate

65.00

LuvadA Stone

30.51;

127. 9*

TOTALS EAST SIDE

1,590.51;

6,668.18

TOTALS SECOND AVENUE

u,i7o.a

27,851.53

Lot No. 702

272.51

I

EIGHTEENTH STREET

From its intersection with Second Avenue to its
intersection with First Avenue
NORTH SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Oval Smith

Lot No. 1817

2,93059

1*6.53

Oval Smith

Eastern onehalf of Lot

5o.oo
25.00

2,93059

73.26

Western onehalf of Lot
1815

25.00

2.93059

73.26

Trustees of St. Paul's
Lot No. 1813
Methodist Church, NitroW.V.

50.00

2.93059

1*6.53

Sonny Lewis
Mary Lou Lewis

Lot No. 1811

5o.oo

2.93059

1*6.53

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1809

2.93059

1*6.53

Cecil Lemma
Orlena A. Keener

Lot No. 1807
Lot No. 1805

2.93059
2.93059

1*6.53
1*6.53

Dorothy Evelyn Davis

Lot No. 1803

2.93059

1*6.53

David T. Fariey

Lot No. 1801

5o.oo
5o.oo
50.00
5o.oo
27.98

2.93059

82.00

1
•

No. 1815

Trustees of St. Paul's
Methodist Church, Nitro
W. Va.

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

U27.98

l,251i.23

I

.99
SOUBH SIDE

I

I

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

1816

50 .00

2.93059

Hj6 .53

Paul W. Warner
Charlette W. Warner

Lot No. 18LU

50 .00

2.93059

11*6 .53

Lowell Lanham
Edith P. Lanham

Lot No. 1812

50 .00

2 .93059

11*6 .53

Elizabeth B. Robins

Lot No. 1810

50 .00

2 .93059

Hi6 .53

Violet B. Demos s

Lot No. 1808

2.93059

11*6 .53

Dennis L. Harris
Norma Lea Harris

Lot No. 1806

5o .00
5o .00

2 .93059

11*6 .53

Harry Honaker
Lucy K. Honaker
James L. Raynes
Agnes D. Raynes

Lot No. 1801*

50.00

2.93059

ll*.653

Paul V. Woods
(Mae Woods, Life Estate)

Lot No. 1§02

71.73

2 .93059

210.21

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

E. G. Kinder

Lot No.

TOTALS, SOUTH SIDE

1*21.73

$1,235.92

81*9.71

$2,1*90.15

TWENTY-FIRST STREET

Extended from its intersection with Third Avenue to its
intersection with First Avenue
NORTH SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

East View Land Company

Lot

127.00

7.1*1275

91*1. U2

1*8.13

7.1*1275

356.78

Trustees of the First
Presbyterian Church of Nitro Lot

105.52

7.1*1275

782.19

Trustees of the First
Presbyterian Church of Nitro Lot

2.33

7.U1275

17.27

20.79

7.1*1275

Lemma Realty Co . , Inc .

Lot

I

Trustees of the First

Lot

15U.11

00
NAME OF OWNER
Cinema South, Inc.

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION
Lot

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED
lib. 21

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

7.1*1275

357.37

7.10.275

1*29.91*

L. M. Downing
Mallie Downing

Lot

Paul J. Gline

Lot

50.00

7.1*1275

370.61*

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot

230.00

7.1*1275

l,70l*.92

Richard M. Oliver
Geraldine K. Oliver

Lot

82.00

7.1*1275

607.85

David W. Comstock

Lot

71*.95

7.1*1275

555.59

56*. 00

$ 6,278.08

81*6.93

TOTALS, NORTH SIDE

1

SOUTH SIDE
A. W. COX Dept. Store Co

Lot

127.00

7.^1275

91*1.1*2

J. E. Temple
Inez R. Temple

Lot

63.82

7J*1275

1*73.08

J. E. Temple
Inez R. Temple

Lot

50.77

7.1*1275

376.35

David ¥. Comstock

Lot

53.00

7J*1275

392.88

Clara S. Walker

Lot

35.00

7.1*1275

259.1*5

Henry J. Witry
Mary Virginia S. ¥itry

Lot

80.39

7.1*1275

595.91

The Board of Education of
the County of Kanawha
TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

Lot

1*37.33

7.1*1275

3,21*1.81

TOTALS, TWENTY-FIRST STREET

81*7.31

6,280.90

1,691*. 21*

12,558.98

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO PERSONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE ABOVE NAMED
STREETS OR PORTIONS THEREOF, AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS, AND ANY OTHER PERSONS WHO
MAY BE OWNERS OF PROPERTY HEREIN ABOVE DESCRIBED THAT AT A REGULARLY CALLED MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL OF SAID CITY ON THE 23rd DAY OF JUNE, 1970, AT 8 :00
o' CLOCK .P.M. THE OWNER OR OWNERS WHOSE PROPRTY IS TO BE ASSESSED AS HEREINABOVE
DESIGNATED, OR OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES, MAY APPEAR TO MOVEiiTHE REVISION OR
CORRECTION OF SUCH PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS, AND THAT ON OR AFTER. THE 23rd DAY OF .JUNE
1970, THE COUNCIL MAY PROCEED TO LAY ASSESSMENTS INlJTHEr-tMOHNaJS ANDmGfiHlSl3TME

1

I

I

FOR THE COST OF THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS MADE AS SUCH ASSESSMENTS ARE ABOVE
SET OUT AND DESCRIBED.

The principal amount of the above assessments may be paid by the owners
of said property at any time up to, and including the 23rd day of June, 1970,
without interest on the sums so named in this notice.
Done by order of the Council of the City of Nitro duly made and entered of record.
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
BY: Grace Lewis, Recorder
was duly published in said paper once a week for two successive weeks, commencing
with the issue of the llth day of June, 1970 and ending with the issue of the
18th day of June, 1970.
William E. Blake,
Manager
Kanawha Valley Leader.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this

day of

, 1970.

James Jefferies,
Notary Public for Kanawha County,
West Virginia.
(My commission expires August 28, 1972.)

I

The Mayor asked if there were any revision or corrections to be made to the
'" : -- K ' ;

report of the Engineer. There being none the Council considered the following
Ordinance.
AN ORDINANCE ASSESSING ABUTTING PROPERTY AND THE
OWNERS THEROF WITH THE COST OF THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS BITERSECTION WITH TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET: SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 FEET
SOUTH OF CENTER LINE OF SEVENTH STREET) TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; EIGHTEENTH
STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSEFT ION WITH SECOND AVENUEJ
TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION
WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
AVENUE.

I

Whereas, the Council of the City of Nitro on the 23rd day of September,
1969, adopted an ordinance for the permanment improvement of Bank Street
beginning with its intersection with Twentieth Street to its intersection
with Twenty First Street; Second Avenue beginning with its intersection with
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First Avenue (95 feet south of center line of Seventh Street) to its intersection
with Twenty First Street; Sixteenth Street beginning with its intersection with
First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue; Twenty

First Street be-

I

with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue; Twenty
First Street beginning with its intersection with First Avenue toits intersection
with Third Avenue, all in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, by grading,
paving, draining, and otherwise improving the same and further providing for the
assessment of the abutting property and owners thereof for the total cost of
such improvement; and,
WHEREAS, the report of the City Engineer to the Councilreporting and certifying
the cost of said improvement and showing ther respective amounts apportioned,
calculated and charged against each lot abutting, bounding and fronting on said
streets and portions of streets and the respective owners thereof was read to
the council at its meeting on the 2nd day of June, 1970, and fully set out in
its minutes; and,

I

WHEREAS, it appears to the Council, independently of said Engineer's Report,
that the permanent improvement has been completed in accordance with the ordinances
heretofore adopted and has specially benefitted each lot or parcel of land abutting
thereon to an extent greater than the respective part of the cost apportioned,
calculated and charged against said respective lot or parcel, and that said report
and improvement should be accepted; and,
WHEREAS, Notice was caused to be published in the Kanawha VaJ-ley Leader once a
week for two successive weeks, a weekly newspaper of general circulation in the
City of Nitro, and kanawha county, West Virginia, showing the names of the owners
of each lot abutting on said improved streets and portions of streets and the amount
assessed thereof, respectively, and giving notice to said owners or those who may
be owneers thereof and interested persons that they might appear before Council
in session on the 23rd Day of June, 1970, at 8:00 o'clock P.M* to move the
revision or correction of such proposed assessments, and on or after said date

I
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Council might proceed finally tolay said assessments.

I

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE GIT I OF NJITRO:
FIRST : That the said report of the City Engineer, heretofore filed and
read, is hereby ordered set out in full in the minutes of the Council, and said
Engineer's report is hereby accepted, approved and adopted by the Council after
independent examination and investigation thereof, and is herby expressly made
a part of this ordinance as fully as if set forth herein, and is hereby adopted
adopted as the Assessment Rolls.
SECOND: That the permanent improvement as set forth and shown in said report
is the same as herby declared to be completed and is hereby accepted.
THIRD: That the amounts set forth in the aforesaid report as the proportionate shares of the net cost assessable to each of the various properties and owners
thereof as thb same appear in said report are herby assessed against each of the

I

said properties and the owners thereof as their proportionate share of the cost of
the improvement; that the aforesaid amounts are hereby declared to be liens upon
each of the several lots abutting upon the said streets and portions as shown in
the said report; that paving assessments certificates shall forthwith be issued and
signed by the Maya and City Recorder in the respective amouns assessed against
each lot and parcel of land and the owners thereof, and each said assessment
certificate shall be issued and made payable in ten equal installment certificates,
the first of which said installment certificate shall be due and payable in thirty
days from the date of the assessment thereof, and the remaining nine of said installment certificates shall be due and payable on or before one year and thirty
days, two years and thirty days, three years and thirty days, four years and thirdy
days, five years and thirty days, six years,and thirty days, seven years and thirty

I

days, eight years and thirty days, and nine years and thirty days, fromthe date
of the assessment, respectively, all of which said installment certificates shall
bear interest at the rate of six percent (6%] per annum fromthe date of the

assessment, with the provision that if default be made in the payment of any of
the said installment certificates when due and payable, then the whole amount
of the said assessment remaining unpaid shall become forthwith due and payable

I

and the holder of the certificate may proceed to collect the whole amount unpaidj
that the respective certificates covering the amount of the respective assessments
shall be paid by the respective owners of the land, lots or fractional parts
thereof so assessed for the cost, and the res^gective amounts specified in the
certificates upon the land, lots or parts of lots so assessed and also debts
against the respective owners of the said real estate, and shall be liens ahead
inpriority of other liens against the said property except for taxes due the state,
county and city1 and the said certificates may be issued, sold and delivered by
the Mayor to the contractor doing the paving and other improvements on said
streets or portins of streets in payment of the cost thereof.
FOURTH: The Mayor and the City Recorder are hereby authorized to issue,
sign and deliver the assessment lien certificates against the several lots in

I

accordance with the provisions of Paragraph "THIRD" hereinabove.
FIFTH: The City Recorder is hereby directed to cause to be prepared a
certificate, report and notice showing and certifying a copy of the said Engineer's
Report, so adopted by the Council, and when so certified to, by the City Recorder, the
same shall be delivered to the Clerk of the County Court, KanawhaCounty, West
Virginia, to be recorded insaid Clerk's office ina Trust Deed Book, and shall be
continuing tax liens upon the lots or lands against which the assessments are
made until the certificates, as aforesaid,are piad and the said Clerk of the
County Court shall index the same inthe means of each lot or land owner mentioned
therein.
ASSESSMENT ROLLS

I
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

I

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I, William E. Blake, manager of Kanawha valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper
of general circulation, published in the City ofNitro, Kanawha County, West
Virginia, do solemnly swear that the annexed
NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS, GRABBING ASSESSMENTS, CURBING ASSESSMENTS,
DRAINING ASSESSMENTS AND GUTTERING ASSESSMENTS FOR THEPERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF
CERTAIN STREETS ANB WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA,
AGAINST PROPERTY ABUTTING ON BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 FEET SOUTH OF
CENTER LINE OF SEVENTH STREET) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET:
EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS

I

INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE: TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS BITERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE.

By virtue of the ordinances adopted by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, on the 23rd day of September, 1969, providing for the permanent
improveing of the above named streets and portions thereof, by paving and otherwise
permanent improving, and further providing for the assessments of the cost thereof
against property abutting thereon, as provided bu Chapter 8, Article 8, of the
Code of West Virginia, as amended, the said improvements on the above named streets
or portions thereof, have been completed and the city Engineer has completed and
filed his report showing the owners of the lots or parcels of land abutting on
said street so improved; the frontage of each of said lots or parcels of land;
the propert amount to be assessed against the respective abutting lots and parcels

I

of land and the total costs as follows:
(All lot numbers or parcels herinafter shown are as numbered or designated on
maps of the City of Nitro and in deeds for said lots parcels of record in
the office of the Clerk of the County Court of Kanawha County, West Virginia,
and reference is here made to said maps and deed for, more complete description).
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BANK STREET

I

From its intersection with 21st Street to its intersection
with the northerly line of 20th Street
EAST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

A. W. Cox Dept. Store
Co. an corporation

Parcel

nU.oo

3.03952

»6.50

W. W. Alexander

Parcel

1|6.00

3.03952

139.82

Leonard E. Higginbotham
Gerald R. Higginbotham

Parcel

27.50

3.03952

83.59

W. ¥. Alexander
G. C. Alderson
Luther H. Carson

parcel

22.50

3.03952

68.39

Four Horseman, Inc.

Parcel

22.50

3.03952

68.39

James A. Marrs
Jean Ann Marrs

parcel

25.00

3.03952

75.99

257.50

Totals, E&ST SIDE OF BANK STREET

782.68

1

WEST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

DKTC*.^idS8SaaijJhj or J/.KX

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION
STEKETELot 2k
Area R

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

235.00

3.03952

$ 7U*.28

TOTALS, WEST SIDE OF BANK STREET

235.00

TOTALS, BANK STREET

U92.50

$ 711*. 28

1,U96.96

I
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SECOND AVENUE

I

Beginning at intersection with the south line of
21st Street to its intersection with the north
line of L9th Street
WEST SIDE

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSED

Henry J. Witry
Mary Virginia S. Witry

part of Plot 19

mo. 31

U.3U612

609.80

City of Nitro

part of Plot 19

102.19

U.3U612

UUU.13

Marshall properties, Inc. part of Plot 19

Uo.oo

U.3U612

173.85

Part of Plot 21

UO.OO

U.3U612

173.85

part of Plot 21
Trustees for Textile
Workers Union of America
CIO Local No. 7 Nitro W. Va *

Uo.oo

U.3U612

173.85

James P. Jefferies
Dorothea Jefferies

Part of Plot 21

5o.oo

U.3U612

217.30

Mary L. Sampson

fart of Plot 21

57.50

U.3U612

2U9.90

John T. Westfall
Loretta M. Westfall

part of Plot 21

30.00

U.3U612

130.38

Richard 3. Veazey
Mary Ann Veazey

I

500.00

TOTAL, WEST SIDE

2,173.06

EAST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

The Borad of Education of
the County of Kanawha

Nitro High
school parcel

565.00

22.U05015

12,658.83

TOTAL EAST SIDE

I

565.oo

12,658.83
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SECOND AVENUE

1

Beginning at its intersection with the south line
of 19th Street to its intersection with the North
line of West Virginia Route No. 35 (First Avenue)
WEST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

ASSESSMENT

R. M. Harrison, Wendall
Harrison, Mabel Edwards,
Isabelle Hudnall, Ralph
Harrison, Betty Ruth Hall

Lot No. 1918

65 .00

k .1921*

272 .51

Oval Smith

Lot No. 1817

65 .00

k .1921*

272 .51

E.O. Kinder

Lot No. 1816

65 .00

h .192k

272 .51

E.O. Kinder

Lot No. 1715

65 .00

h .1921;

272 .51

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1716

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1615

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

James E. Casebolt
Pauline E. Casebolt

Lot No. 1611*

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

Ralph Fowler and
Ruby Fowler

Lot No. 1513

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

Rosa T. Wysong

Lot No. 1511*

65 .00

k .1921*

272 .51

Frank E. Grover
Marguerite Grover

Lot No.

11*11

65 .00

k .1921*

272 .51

Nellie Irene Custer

Lot No. 11*12

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

James Conrad Stewart

Lot No. 1313

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

Raymond 0. Biiscoe
Bertha H. Briscoe

Lot no. 1312

65 .00

h .1921*

272 .51

Elsie Marie Jone

Lot No. 1211

k .1921*

272 .51

Dessie R.Hawkins

Lot No. 1210

65 .00
65 .00

272 .5i

James B. Coon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 1107

65 .00

k .192h
k .1921*

Otmer Withrow
Lucy Withrow

Lot No. 1108

65.00

l*.l?2l*

272.51

Norman 3. Phelps
Amy M. Phelps

Lot No. 1105

65.00

l*.192i*

272.51

TOTAL

1

272 .51

I

LOT NUMBER
OR 1E5CRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

OOST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL£lU vJ

Henry B. Chaney
Emily F. Chaney

Lot No. 1000

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Maple Lourine Wilson
Lenis Gertrude Wilson
(Maggie L. Wilson
Life Estate

Lot No. 903

65 .00

U.192U

272.51

Charleston Land Company
a W. V. corporation

Lot No. 902

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Charleston Land Company
a W. Va. corporation

Lot No. 801

65.00

U.192li

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd,

Lot No. 800

85.00

ii.!92U

356.21;

NAME OF OWNER

I

1,515.00

TOTALS WEST SIDE

ASSESSMENT

6,35l.U6

EAST SIDE
Joyce MidJdleton

Lot No. 1922

65.00

U.l$2U

272.51

F. W. Surface
Virginia Surface

Lot No. 1821

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Jeanette Oldham

Lot No. 1820

65.00

4.192U

272.51

Reda M. Simmons

Lot No. 1719

65.00

k.l92h

272.51

Timothy Wayne George
Joyce Anne George

Lot No. 1720

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

York Ragle
Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1619

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Trustees of the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No. 1618

65.oo

It.1921;

272.51

Trustees of the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No. 15171

65.00

14.1921;

272.51

Frank Beaumont Kenworthy
Hilda Kenworthy

Lot No. 1^18

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Ada G. Post

Lot No. llj.15

65.00

U.1921;

272.51

65.00

U.192U

272.51

65.00

U.192U

272.51

I

Kanawha Banking & Trust Co. Lot No. Ilil6
Trustee, under Agreement
dated Feb. ll;, 1968 made by
Rosehelena Hanes

I

Harry K. Milier, Jr.
Charlotte D. Miller

Lot No. 1317
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LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT POOTAGE
ASSESSED

Kanawha Bank & Trust Co.
Trustee, under agreement
dated Feb. Ifi, 1968, made
by Rosehelena Hanes

Lot No. 1316

65.00

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1215

65.00

k .1.92k

272.51

Corbett Ferrell
Wanda K. Ferrell

Lot No. 12ll|

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Nitro properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1111

65.00

U.192U

272.51

P. V. Rhodes (Pharozina
Rhodes), and heirs of
Gilbert Rhodes, deceased

Lot No. 1112

65.00

U.192li

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.
(carl Summers)

Lot No. 1009

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Thomas W. Kelley
Betty Jo Kelley

Lot no. 1010

65.00

k. 1.92k

272.51

Pearl FOX

Lot No. 907

65.00

k. 1.92k

272.51

Charles L. Hissom
Frances M. Hissom

Lot No. 906

65.00

k.l92k

272.51

Ray Hammond
Beulah Hammond

Lot No. 805

65.00

k.'-L92k

272.51

George Null
Truda P. Null

Lot No. 802

65.00

U.1WI,

272.51

Russell W. Casto, Jr.
Thomas F. Casto
(Althea M. Casto and
Russell W. Casto, Life
Estate

Lot No. 701

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Luvade Stone

Lot No. 702

*o»a
1,590.514

U.192U

127.9U

NAME OF OWNER

TOTALS EAST SIDE
TOTALS SECOND AVENUE

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSES SMENJj

272.51

6,668.18
27,851.53

1
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EIGHTEENTH STREET

I

From its intersection with Second Avenue to its
intersection with First Ave.
NORTH SIDE

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Oval Smith

Lot No. 1817

50.00

2.93059

1U6.53

Oval Smith

Easter Onehalf of Lot
No. 1815

25.00

2.93059

73.26

Trustees of St. Paul's
Methodist Chiich, Nitro

Western Onehalf of Lot
1815

25.00

2.93059

73.26

Lot No. 1813
Trustees of St. Paul's
Methodist Church, Nitro, W. Va.

5o.oo

2 .93059

1U6.53

Lot No. 1811

5o.oo

2.93059

1U6.53

Lemma Realty Co.y Inc.

Lot No. 1809

5o.oo

2.93059

1U6.53

Cecil Lemma

Lot No. 1807

5o.oo

2.93059

Ili6.53

Orlena A. Keener

Lot No. 1805

5o.oo

2.93059

1^6.53

Dorothy Evelyn Davis

Lot No. 1803

5o.oo

2.93059

1U6.53

David T. Fariey

Lot NO..J.801

27.98

2.93059

82.00

W. Va.

Sonny Lewis
Mary Lou Lewis

I

U27.98

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

I,25lu23

SOUTH SIDE
2.93059

1U6.53

Lot No. l8lU

5o.oo
5o.oo

2.93059

ll;6.53

Lowell Lanham
Edith P. Lanham

Lot No. 1812

5o.oo

2.93059

1U6.53

Elizabeth B. Robins

Lot No. 1810

2.93059

11*6.53

Violet B. Demoss

Lot No. 1808

50.00
5o.oo

2 .93059

1U6.53

E. G. Kinder

Lot No. 1816

Paul W. Warner
Charlette W. Warner

I
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Dennis L. Harris
Norma Lea Harris

Lot No. 1806

50.00

2,,93059

11*6.53

Harry Honaker
Lucy K. Honaker
James L. Raynes
Agnes D. Raynes

Lot No. l80l*

50.00

2.93059

11*6.53

Paul V. Woods
Mae Woods, Life Estate

Lot No. 1802

71.73

2.93059

210.21

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1*21.73

1,235.92

81*9.71

2,1*90.15

I

TWENTY-FIRST STREET
Extended from its intersection with Third Avenue to its
intersection with First Avenue
NORTH SIDE

East View Land Company

Lot

127.00

7. .1*1275

91*1.1*2 •

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot

1*8.13

7.1*1275

356.78 •

Trustees of the First
Lot
Presbyterian Church of Nitro

105.52

7.1*1275

782.19

Trustees of the First
Lot
Presbyterian Church of Nitro

2.33

7.^1275

17.27

Trustees of the First
Lot
Presbyterian church of Nitro

20.79

7.1*1275

151*. 11

Cinema South, Inc.

Lot

1*8.21

7.U1275

357.37

L. M. Downing
Mallie Downing

Lot

58.00

7.1*1275

1*29.91*

Paul J. Cline

Lot

50.00

7J*1275

370.61*

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot

030.00

7.1*1275

1,701*. 92

Richard M. Oliver
Geraldine K. Oliver

Lot

,^82.00

7.1*1275

607.85

David W. Comstock

Lot

7lu 95

7.U1275

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

81*6.93

555.59 •
6,278.08 •

SOUTH SIDE

I

NAME. OF-QWNEfl .

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Lot

127.00

7.1*1275

91*1.1*2

J. E. Temple
Inez R. Temple

Lot

63.82

7.1*1275

1*73.08

J. E. Temple
Inez R. Temple

Lot

50.77

7.1*1275

376.35

David W. Comstock

Lot

53.00

7.1*1275

392.88

Clara S. Walker

Lot

35.00

7.1*1275

259.1*5

Henry J. Witry
Mary Virginia S. Mi try

Lot

80.39

7.1*1275

595.91

The Board of Education of

Lot

1*37.33

7.1*1275

3,2lq..8l

A. ¥.

;;rrr.j^.

Cox Dept. Store Co.

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE
TOfALS, TWENTY FIRST STREET

.

8U7.31

6,280.90

l,69l*.2l;

12,558.98

I
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO PERSONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE ABOVE N^MED
STREETS OR PORTIONS THEREOF, AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS, AND ANY OTHER PERSONS WHO
MY BE OWNERS OF PROPERTY HERETO ABOVE DESCRIBED THAT AT A REGULAR CALLED MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER AT THE CITY HALLOF SAID CITY ON THE 23rd DAY OF JUNE, 1970,
AT 8:00
0"CLOCK P.M. THE WINER OR OWNERS WHOSE PROPERTY IS TO BE ASSESSED AS HEREINABOVE
DESIGNATED, OR TOHER INTERESTED PARTIES, MAY APPEAR TO MOVE THE REVISION OR
CORRECTIONOS SUCH PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS, AM) THAT ON OR AFTER THE 23rd DAY OF JUNE,
1970,
THE COUNCIL MAY PROCEED TO LAY ASSESSMENTS IN THE AMOUNTS AND AGAINST THE PROPERTY
FOR THE COST OF THEPERMANENT INPROVEMENTS MADE AS SUCH ASSESSMENTS ARE ABOVE
SET OUT AND DESCRIBED.

The principal amount of the above assessments may be paid by the owners
of said property at any time up to, and including the 23rd day of June, 1970,
without interest on the sums so named in this notice.
Done by order of the Council of the City of^itro duly made and entered of record.
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
BY: Grace Lewis, Recorder
was duly published in said paper once a week for two successive weeks, commencing
with the issue of the llth day of June, 1970 and ending with the issue of the
18th day of June, 1970.

I

William E. Blake,
Manager
Kanawha Valley Leader.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

day of

, 1970.

I

James Jefferies,
Notary public for Kanawha County,
West Virginia.
(My commission expires August 28, 1972.)
Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley the afore•O"'
2

going be accepted for the first reading.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The Mayor said that each member of the Council has a statement presented
by Mr. Mitchell Childers concerning the drainage problem of East 39th Street and
liOth Street.
Councilman Waldorf referred to the last paragraph of the statement concerning
the Committee" appointed by the Mayor to find funds for the project and they
would like to know the status of the Committee's findings.
Councilman Allen reported that he had received numerous phone calls, mostly
from elderly people, concerning the matter of raising funds and he thought that
we have to give the elderly people some consideration. He had checked with some

I

of the towns regarding finances and that perhaps we should check into our B & 0
Tax to see if we were receiving all that was due the City. Also he check
House Bill # 5>66, a new Tax.

Dunbar does not have the Fire Tax.

Councilman

Allen said that he did not have any idea where we could raise h2 to 50 thousand
dollars. He had no recommendation at this time.
The Attorney reported to Council in the matter of the Road Bumpers.

Private

property have different rules and that on the State roads they do not have the
road bumpers.

If the Council desired to put them in they did so on their own risk.

Councilman Allen reported that he had checked the traffic on pth Street.

He

said there are "Slow Children Playing" signs but one ishidden and it might help
if the sign was moved out.
In discussion^ of traffic on various streets it was noted that the "Slow
Children Playing" sign had been installed but some drivers do not pay any attention
to them.

I

I

GENTLEMEN:
Thank you for your time and interest in our problem.

We would like to take

this opportunity to clarify any misconception that might have arisen from the
incident at the past council meeting.
any other individual or group.

We emphatically deny any affiliation with

Our motives are not ulterior! We represent

merely a citizen group from East 39th Street of Nitro.

Our appearances here

are not intended to harass or embarrass any person or persons. We are simply
concerned, both individually and collectively, with a common problem.
THE PROBLEM:
The problem with which we have to contend is best described by refreshing
your memory of the exact location of this section of East 39th Street.

I

This

section parallels 40th street road from Bailes Drive toward Easter Road. In
two places, some 100 yards apart, the total surface water from 40th Street is
dumped into our street by two open ditches. There is always water in one of
the ditches, even in the driest weather, which would indicate seepage from some
household sewage system.
At this point, we should state that the major problems resulting-from this
for the residents of this area is not the water in the street but the ditches
and the debris left there by each rain storm.

Following are listed problems

resulting from this situation:
1. The ditches are 2^- to 3 feet deep in places.

Ours, being a young

neighborhood, has many small children. Two toddlers have already fallen
into these ditches. One required medical attention and was treated to

I

prevent the possibility of Hepatitis.
2. The possibility of raw sewage seeping into one of these ditches presents an

unsanitary situation which, if it has not already, will become a health

I

hazard.
3. The rush of water during a heavy storm has eroded the foundation from a
utility building and undermined a retaining wall.
4. The debris left in the street often contains broken glass and other sharp
objects. This presents an intolerable situation for our children - not to
mention the flat tires that have become the rule rather than the exception.
5. Rocks left in the street often fly from beneath automobile tires with a
great deal of force.

The danger here is imminent.

6. Great billows of dust rise with each passing auto.
7.

Do we need to say more?

Mosquitos are always extremely bad in this area due to the ever present
supply of stagnant water.

8. The odor of stagnation from these open ditches is intolerable.

I

We realize that you are to some degree already aware of this problem.
However, we felt the need to be sure you had considered all the problems
resulting from this situation.
We understand that a committee has been appointed by Mayor Alexander to find
funds for this project.

We appreciate your concern and your attempts to help.

We would like to know the status of this committee's findings.

I

215
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Mrs. Thacker of 37th Street suggested putting in the newspaper the discussion

I

of this subject andmaybe it will create some interest and cause drivers to be
more cautious.
It was also pointed out that in order for an officer to make an arrest he
either had to see the crime committed or have a warrant.
Mr. Means suggested having a.,private citizen under supervision of the Police
Departnent patrol the streets with radar system.
Mr. Bess asked if the City had adequate number of Policemen.
The Mayor replied that we probably do not have enough Police Officers but that
we do not have sufficient money to take care of any additional men.
It was reported that there were not sufficient signs designating Third
Avenue as one way.
In answer to the question- Couldla Policeman arrest a person if he was given

I

tfoeir license number or could he talk to them. He could talk to them but he would
have to have a warrant signed in order to make an arrest.
Inanswer to question on the cost of a warrant the Mayor replied that a
warrant of this kind there would be no charge.
Olaf K. Walker, Chairman of the Planning Commission, said he was pleased
for the opportunity to report the activites of the Planning Commission on
their proposals to the existing Zoning Ordinance. Since 1938, when zoning was
voted in in Nitro, we have had several Ordinances dealing with Zoning changes.
Dispite the care, amdnedments are necessary.

Conditions have changed. The Planning

Commission has compiled a draft revising and amending the Zoning Ordinance.
This draft is an amendment to the Zoning Districts. All of this is just almost what
it was in the beginning.

I

The Commission has added the Zoning to the Newly Anexxed Areas and amobile
Zoning for Mobile Homes. The text of the Ordinance covers about 2? pages. The
Commission has taken several different Ordinances from up and down the Valley.

We are the fifth largest town in the Valley and very close to the fourth. To.
insure a good residential town and to protect Commercial industry we must have
a Zoning ordinance to be modern. We have had the need for Zoning Ordinance, such

I

as this, so we can present it to a builder, or Attorney or anyone if they are
interested in what the Zones are in Nitro. A scheduled hearing will be held the
2?th day of July at the Nitro Junior High School.

The purpose of this is to allow

citizens to review and inspect the map and to see where their property is and
where the area is. We encourage them to make any suggestions or ask any questions.
After the hearing we give the revised or final draft to the Council for their
consideration and they are required to hold another hearing.

Councilman Allen

asked if the Planning Commission in planning the Zoning if they took any consideration about health conditions such as sewage? Mr. Walker said they did not.
We are just saying that this particular area should be designated for Mobile
Homes. TheHayor explained to them that you would be allowed to build a home and
also a mobile home. R-l
R-2
R-3
B-l

Single Home building
Single or Multiple home
Single-Apartment-or Mobile Homes
Businesses - local or neighborhood

This map will become the Official Map of the Ordinance.

I

Councilman Allen

asked about parking if they were going to correct parking conditions. Mr. Walker
said no.

Councilman Waldorf asked when they expect to have this done. Mr.

Walker said it will appear in the paper Thursday, the Public Hearing the 2?th
of July.

It depends on the Public Hearing suggestions. We refer the final

draft to Council then the Council holds anotherhearing. The Mayor said there
has been a large number of hours put in the Zoning by the Commission.
The Mayor presents copies of literature pertaining to trash cans to be
placed on the streets of the town. Informing Council that the dealer had approached
him regarding permission to contact all the business places in Nitro for adds on
thecans. In other words the business men of Nitro would be bearing the costs
and the City would empty the trash periodically.

He wjomld like the Council's

I

L7
opinion of this plan. In answer to a question ori:how many adds he said that

I

they expected about 100.

The cans will be replaced every two years. The cost

of the advertisements are about 2.90 per month.
In answer to the question of other cities who have the cans. The Mayor said
parkersburg was the only onehe really knew. As to who determines the location
of the cans the Mayor said the person purchasing the adds.

Councilman Allen

moved this matter be tabled. Seconded by Councilman Kniceley.

Motion carried.

The Mayor presented to the street numbering Committee a request fromthe
Brookhaven area two streets for lot numbering.
Two sealed bids were presented to Council on Fleet Insurance.

The bids

were opened and read as follows: Ray Ellis Insurance Agency - 2,205.00 and John
Marshall Insurance Agency - 2,220.50. Councilman Kniceley moved the Fleet Insurance
be awarded the low bidder Ray Ellis Insurance Agency. Motion seconded by Council-

I

man Williamson. Motion carried.
Councilman Allen asked what the man who opperates the spray truck was using.
That there were no fogging affects. The Mayor said that they used both methods.
Homer Dean Miller of ginith Street told Council that he had some complaints
of the Sanitary Land Fill. He said that they had had very little problem until
recently and now he had rats in his basement and at night you can not stand the
smell and the mosquiotos were terrible. The Land Fill is not drained properly.
There is a deep stagnant water and unauthorized vehicles are dumping. He said
he thought it was the State Law that any Sanitary Land Fill had to have 6" of compacted dirt over garbage. The Mayor said that we did have a shortage of dirt
and that we will try and correct this matter. He has never had any report of
rats and the Health Department check the dump periodically.

I

In answer to question if Plants had been given permission to dump the
Mayor said yes, F.M.C. Ohio Apex.
Mr. Miller said he doubted if we had enough fire equipment to take care of
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a fire at the dump and it is a fire hazard. The Mayor reported that the cost
of the dirt was quite high around $7.^0 a load.
Mr. Ben Savilla asked to read some statements to the Council.

I

Charging an attempt of frame of him by high ranking City Official and another
individual concerning himself and an acquaintance.
Charging the evidence of a small caliber bullet indentation :Ln the side
of his car. Questioning the investigation by the Mayor of the Police Department
upon his resignation and that he will reveal some of the information he has that
is in responsible hands along with photostatic city recores. Questioning the
Mayor's denial of ever being Chief of Police saying that the Mayor has stated to
him that he was definitely Chief:of Police and showed him his badge and gun.
Stating that he had conclusive evidence that the WKAZ editorials were any thing
but "Hogwash." Charging gross discrepancies in the records of the City of Nitro.
Stating that he and a fellow Officer were told by Capt. Palmer to stay away from
the Four Horsemen Club and not to arrest anyone in front of the Four Horsemen and

I

not to park the cruiser across the road in front of the Four Horsemen. Was not to
park on the adjacent Valley Bell lot, not to park on 2Oth,"Bank Street, 21st Street
or 22nd Streets. He was told that the City would lose revenue if the Four Horsemen
were closed. Charging the Mayor to state publicly his connection with the Four
v^

Horsemen.
o

At conclusion of Mr. Savilla's statements to Councilthe Mayor informed that
if he had any information that he could turn it over to the Prosecuting Attorney of
Kanawha County.

He had at no time owned any part of the Four Horsemen. He along

with two other people did sell the property but he has no connection with it and
has never beenin the place since it opened.
In answer to 1ft-. Savilla's question if he received revenue from the Four
Horsemen the Mayor said no and never had and that any piece of property he owned
he could sell it at any time he wished.

I

I

Mayor, Members of City Council, Ladies and Gentlemen:
Many of you are probably wondering what I, Ben Savilla, former City
Policeman of Nitro, is doing here tonight.

I am appearing as a concerned

citizen and also because some members of this administration have attempted
to prevent me from taking an active part in City affairs. One instance is
the attempted frame of me by a high ranking Nitro City official and another
individual concerning me and an acquaintance of mine.
Secondly is evidence of a small caliber bullet indentation in the side
of my car. Apparently someone thinks I knew too much.
There is also a statement made by the Major that an investigation of the
Police Department was underway, upon ny r*eaigna*.ion» Due to these actions,

I

and others, I hero and now will proceed A o re-veal some of the information I
have. First, lot me state, all the information " have obtained is in responsible
hands, along with photostatic city records.
Let's begin with the office of CMe" of Police, City of Nitro. At the
last Council meeting, Mayor Alexander denied neveral times, ever being Chief
of Police, This, I know,'is untrue because he has stated to me, while I was
on *?TJ force, that he vat defl. TV.i,^lv <"!r'.-•**' -•*" "-^ •-0,-.
me his badge and gun, upon occasion,. If he wn r-r

V^yor Alexander showed

..

Chief, why the gun and

badge?
I also learned that at the last Council meeting, the WKAZ editorials concorning the City of Mitro were labeled "Hogvash" and "Petty Politics", I have
conclusive evidence that *hone editorials were anything but Hogwash.

1

I'

2.

I

It may interest you^ the citizens of Nitro, that there are gross discrepancies
in the records of the City of Nitro,
To proceed, it is quite evident, according to past City Council minutes,
that the private club referred to as the Four Horsemen, has been a controversial
matter with both the citizens and the Council men of the City of Nitro.
I will now state publicly and for the record, as a former member of the
Nitro Police Department, that I and my fellow officers were told by Captain
C, A. Palmer to stay away from the Four Horsemen. I specifically was told not
to arrest anyone in front of the Four Horsemen and not to park a cruiser across
the road in front of the Four Horsemen, do not park .on the adjacent Valley Bell
lot, do not park on Twentieth Street, Bank Street, Twenty-first or Twenty-second
Streets. I was told that if the Four Horsemen were closed, along with another
location, the City of Nitro would thereby loso $1,500,00 in revenues which would

I

therefore, have to warrant the cutting off of one police officer. This was
later discussed in a meeting with all members of the Police Department and
Mayor W. W. Alexander. At this meeting it was also stated, there would be a
loss of revenue to the City of Nitro.
Bearing all of this in mind, I would like at this time, for you, Mayor,
to state publicly your connoction vd*h the Tour Horsemen. Did you along with
two other business associates, one of which is under current indictment
for misconduct in State purchasing practices, sell or lease this property to
its present occupants? And are you still receiving income from this establishment?
I feel that I have stated enough at this time.

I

I

Gentlemen, as elected officials, the choice is now yours, to untable the
WKAZ editorials and the items referred to you as hogwash, and investigate all
segments of what has been stated publically concerning the City of Nitro.
The responsibility for an honest comprehensive investigation rests in your
hands. If you do not chose to pursue an honorable course of action, then my
evidence will be turned over to those who will investigate the situation.

Thank you.

I

I

21'
In answer to Savilla's question if the Police Department was ordered to stay

I

away from the Four Horsemen Club, the Mayor said absolutely not.
Mr. Savilla said that he had a bullet hole in his car and asked of the Mayor
if he did not carry a gun.
The Mayor replied that he did not know any thing at all about the bullet
hole in his car that he did own a gun adn that he did not say that he carried

a gun.
Regarding the WKAZ editorials the Council had tabled this matter and until
they decided to bring it up again it will not be discussed.
The Recorder asked Mr. Savilla if she might have a copy of his statements
for the records.
Mr. Savilla complied by handing her a copy.
*

I

The Council then considered the final balancing of Budget Items for the year

1969-70 as followsi After considerable consideration Councilman Goodwin moved,
seconded by Councilman Waldorf that the state Commission be requested to
approve these transfers. Upon a vote motiom carried.
There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Hoke
made a motion for adjournment.
* See page attached.
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I

I

$13,708.00

Consumers' Sales (Liquor)
Estimated $12,308.00 increase $1,UOO.OO

$80,000.00

Taxes: Gross Sales (Business & Occupation)
Estimated $72,500.00 increase $7,500.00

$11,765.00

Police Fines & Costs
Estimated $9,300.00 increase $2,^65.00

TOTAL

RECEIPTS:

ITEM:

DISBURSEMENTS

Salaries - Police Dept.

9

Wages Assistants

8

ESTIMATED

$ 6,200.00
52,500.00

INCREASE
$1,000.00

965.oo
1,200.00
800.00

135.00
8,000.00

Salaries jailor

13

Expenses - P.D.

11

New Equipment P.O.

10

3,000.00

U,5oo.oo

500.00
300.00
i,75o.oo
1,200.00
100.00

150.00

600.00

8,500.00

Wages Garbage Dept.

21

3,000.00

Expenses Fire Dept,

16

39,000.00

Salaries Fire Dept.

U5,ooo.oo

1,000.00

300.00

100.00

500.00
1,035.00

FROM ITEM NO.

Repairs to Jail and City Building
Furniture, Fixtures and Office Machines
Stationery, Office Supplies and Equipment
Water- City Building and Other Purposes
Insurance on City Buidling and Other Property

27
30
38

Salaries Health Commissioner and Employees
General Expenses Health Department

18
20

Salaries, Engineering Department
Workmen's Compensation
Library
Dues to League
Swimming Pool

60B
63

New Equipment Fire Department

15
U2

U9
59

25
26

From increased
Receipts
From increased
Receipts
From increased
Receipts
Maintenance of Sewers, Salaries and Supplies
ii7
U2

Salaries, Engineering Department

Construction New Streets

1*8

Wages Street Department

hk

Expenses Garbage Dept.

23

Wages Garbage Dept. Cent.

21

DISBURSEMENTS:

ITEMS

60

Social Security

ESTIMATED

INCREASE

9,965.00
10,000.00
20,020.00

1,000.00
9,700.00

7,700.00

FROM ITEM NO.

Building Maintenance Salaries and Supplies
Telephone and Telegraph
Premiums on Policemens' and Official Bonds
Audit by Tax Commissioner
Planning Commission
Traveling and car Expenses of City Officials
Civilian Defense Program
Dues of League

60 B

150.00
75.oo

21*

1*00.00
80.00
200.00

Telephone and Telegraph (All Departments)

35

170.00

General Expenses, Engineering Department
New Equipment, Street Department
Municipal Bldg. Program

1*3
k$
57

li,000.00
1,000.00

Election Expenses
Repairs, Street and Traffic Lights

33

1,375.00
25.00

i,5oo.oo

200.00
275.00

Public Employee's
Retirement

From increased
Receipts

31*

200.00

100.00

60A

ho

35
39
50

51*
55
56

Fuel - Heating City Building

July 7, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session July 1, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Re.corder,
Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the City Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order. The Reverend James H0rton
of theFirst Baptist Church of Nitro gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved the minutes for the meeting of June 23, 1970
be approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman Goodwin. Motion carried.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, that the Ordinance Assessing
Abutting Property and the owner thereof with the cost of permanent improvement
be accepted as the second reading. Motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, the Ordinance

I

Assessing Abutting Property and the owner thereof with the cost of the permanent
improvement be adopted. Motion carried. The Ordinance is as follows;
AN ORDINANCE ASSESSING ABUTTING PROPERTY AND THE
OWNERS THEREOF WITH THE COST OF THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; SECOND AVENUE BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE (95 feet
South of Center Line of Seventh Street) TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET; EIGHTEENTH
STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE;
TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTBRSECTION
WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
AVENUE
Whereas, the Council of the City of Nitro on the 23rd Day of September,
1969, adopted an ordinance for the permanent improvement of Bank Street beginning
with its intersection with Twentieth Street to its intersection with TwentyFirst

I

Street; Second Avenue beginning with its intersection with First Avenue (95 feet
south of center line of Seventh Street) to its intersection with Twenty First
Street; Eighteenth Street beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to
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intersection with Second Avenue' Twenty First Street beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue, all in the City
of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, by grading, paving, draining, and other-

I

wise imprving the same and further providing for the assessment of the abutting
property and owners thereof for the total cost of such improvementj and,
WHEREAS, the report of the City Engineer to the Council reporting and
certifying the cost of said improvement and stewing the respective amounts approtioned, calculated and charged against each lot abutting, bounding and fronting on
said streets and portions of streets and the respective owners thereof was read
to the Council at its meeting on the 2nd day of June, 1970, and fully set out
in its minutes; and,
WHBRBA.S, it appears to theCouncil, independently of said Engineer's Report,
that the permanent imprvement has been completed in accordance with the ordinances
hereto fore adopted and has specially benefitted each lot or parcel of land
abutting thereon to an extent greater than the respective part of the cost appro-

I

tioned, calculated and charged against said respective lot or parcel, and that
said report and imprvement should be accepted; and,
WHEREAS, Notice was caused to be published in the Kanawha Valley Leader
once a week for two successive weeks, a weekly newspaper of general circulation
in the City ofNitro, and Kanawha County, West Virginia, showing the niames of the
owners of each lot abutting on said improved streets and portions of streets and
the amount assessed thereof, respectively, and giving notice to said owners or
those who may be owners thereof and interested persons that they might appear
before Council in session on the 23rd day of June, 1970, at 8:00 o'clock P.M. to
move the revision or correction of such proposed assessments, andon or after said
date Council might proceed finally to lay said assessments.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDA.INED BY THE COUNCIL OF THECITY OF NITRO:

FIRST: That the said report of the City Egnineer, heretofore filed and

I

I

read, is hereby ordered set out in full in the minutes of the Council, and
said Engineer's report is hereby accepted, approved and adopted by the Council
after independent examination and investigation thereof, and is hereby expressly
made a part of this ordinance as fully as if set forth herein, and is hereby
adopted as the AssessmentRolls.
SECOND: That the permanent improvement as set forth and shown in said
report is the same as hereby declared to be completed and is hereby accepted.
THIRD: That the amounts set forth in the aforesaid report as the proportionate
shares of the net cost assessable to each of the srarious properties and owners thereof
as the same appear in said report are hereby assessed against each of the said
properties and the owners thereof as their proportionate share of the cost of
the improvement; that the aforesaid amounts are herby declared to be liens upon

I

each of the several lots abutting upon the said streets and portions of streets
as shown in the said report; that paving assessment certificates shall forthwith
be issued and signed by the Mayor and City Rgcorder in the respective amounts assessed
against each lot and parcel of land and the owners thereof, and each said
assessment certificate shall be issued and made payable in ten equal installment
certificates, the first of which said installment certificate shall be due and
payable in thirty days from the date of the assessment thereof, and the ramaining
nine of said installment certificates shall be due and payable on or before one
year and thirty days, two years and thirty days, thcee yeiars and thirty days,
four years and thirty days, five years and thirty days, six years and thirty days,
seven years and thirty days, seven years and thirty days, eight years and thirty
days, and nine years and thirty days, from the date of the assessment, respectively,
allof which said installment certificates shall bear interest at the rate of

I

six percent (6$) per annum from the date of the assessment, with the provision
that if default be made in the payment of any of the said installment

certificates

when due and payable, then the whole amount of the said assessment remaining un-
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paid shall become forthwith due andpayable and the holder of the certificate
may proceed to collect the whole amount unpaid; that the respective certificates
covering the amount of the respective assessments shall be paid by the respective

I

owners of the land, lots or parts oflots so assessed and also debts against the
respective owners of the said real estate, and shall be liens ahead in priority
of other liens against the said property except for taxes due the state, county and
city] and the said certificates may be issued, sold and delivered by the Mayor
to the contractor doing the paving and other improvements on said streets or
portions of streets in payment of the cost "thereof.
FOURTH: The Mayor and the City Recorder are hereby authorized to issue,
sign and deliver the assessment lien certificates against the several lots in
accordance with the provisions of Paragraph "THIRD" hereinabove.
FIFTH: The City Recorder is hereby directed to cause to be prepared a
certificate, report andntoice showing and certifying a copy of the said
Engineer's Report, so adopted by the Council, and when so certified to, by

I

theCity Recorder, the same shall be delivered to the Clerk of the County Court,
Kanawhacounty, West Virginia, to be recorded in said Clerk's Office in a
Trust Deed Book, and shall be continueing tax liens upon the lots or lands
aforesaid, are paid and the said Clerk of the County Court shall j_ndex the same
inthe names of each lot or land owner mentioned therein.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS

I
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

I

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I, William E. Blake, manager of Kanawha valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper
if general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, KanawhaCounty, West
Virginia, do solemnly swear that the annexed
NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS, GRABBING ASSESSMENTS, CURBING ASSESSMENTS,
DRAINING ASSESSMENTS AND GUTTERING ASSESSMENTS FOR THEPPERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF
CERTAIN STREETS AND WAYS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA. COUNTY, WEST VIRGBIA,
AGAINST PROPERTY ABUTTING ON BANK STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH
TWENTIETH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE ^SlFEETrSQUEH^OF

r-.V.

GEMTER JEfflSrOFTSEVENTH. STREET), TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH TWENTY FIRST STREET:
EIGHTEENTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS

I

INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE: TWENTY FIRST STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE.
By virtue of the ordinances adopted by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, onthe 23rd day of September,1969, providing for the permanent
imprving of the above named streets andportions thereof, by paving and otherwise
permanent impriving, and further providing for the assessments of the cost Mie
Code of West Virginia, as amedned, the said improvements on the above named streets
or portions thereof, have been completed and the City Engineer has cmmpleted fcnd
filed his report showing the owners of the lots or parcels of land abutting on
said street so improved; the frontage of each of said lots or parcels of landj
the propr amount to be assessed against the respective abutting lots and parcels
of land and the total costs as follows:

I

(All lot numbers or parcels hereinafter shown are as numbered or designated on
maps of the City of Nitro and in deeds for said lots parcels of record in
the office of the Clerk of theCoutny Gimrt, West Virginia, Kanawha County,
and reference is here made to said maps and deed for more complete description).
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BANK STREET

I

From its intersection with 21st Street to its intersection
with the northerly line of 20th Street
EAST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

A. W. Cox Dept. Store
Co. anrlCorporation

Parcel

nli.oo• •

3.03952

$31*6.50

W. W. Alexander

Parcel

3.03952

139.82

Leonard E. Higginbotham
Gerald R. Higginbotham

Parcel

U6.oo
27.50

3.03952

83.59

¥. W. Alexander
G. C. Alderson
Luther H. Carson

parcel

22.50

3.03952

68.39

Four Horseman, Inc.

Parcel

22.50

3.03952

68.39

James A. Marrs
Jean Ann Marrs

Parcel

25.00

3,03952

68.39

Totals, EAST SIDE OF BANK STREET

782.68

257.50

1

WEST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

G. C. Alderson

Pt. Plot 2k

235.00

3. .03952

71U.28

TOTALS, WEST SIDE OF
BANK STREET

235.00

71U.28

TOTALS, BANK STREET

I
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SECOND AVENUE

I

Beginning at intersection with the south line of
21st Stree t to its intersection with the north
line of 19th Street
WEST SIDE

NAME OF OWNER"

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
ITONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSED

Henry J.

Part of Plot 19

11*0.31

It. 31*612

609.80

Part of Plot 19

102.19

1*. 31*612

1*1*14.13

Marshall Properties, Inc. Part of Plot 19

1*0.00

1*. 31*612

173.85

Richard S. Veazey
Mary Ann Veazey

Part of Plot 21

1*0.00

1*. 31*612

173.85

Part of Plot 21
Trusteesfor Textile
Workers Union of America
010 Local No. 7 Nitro W. Va.

1*0.00

i*.3l*6l2

173.85

Witry

Mary Virginia S. Witry
City of Nitro

James P. Jefferies
Dorothea Jefferies

Part of Plot 21

50.00

i*.31*612

217.30

Mary L. Sampson

Part of Plot 21

57.50

h. 31*612

21*9.90

John T. Westfall

Part of Plot 21

-30.00

1*. 31*612

130.38

I

500.00

TOTAL, WEST SIDE

2,173.06

EAST SHE

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

The Board of Education of

Nitro High

565.00

22.1*05015

theCoutny of Kanawha

12,658.83

School Parcel

TOTAL EAST SIDE .

I

565.00

12.658.83
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SECOND AVENUE

1

Beginning at its intersection with the south line
of 19th Street to its intersection with the North
line of West Virginia Route No. 35 (First Avenue)
WEST SIDE
NAME OF OT-7NER

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Lot No. 1918
R. ty. Harrison, Wendall
Harrison, Mabel Edwards
Isabelle Hudnall, Ralph
Harrison, Betty Ruth Hall

65 .00

1* .1921*

272 .51

Oval Smith

Lot No .1817

65 .00

272 .51

E. 0. Kinder

Lot No.

1816

65 .00

E. 0. Kinder

Lot No.

1715

65 .00

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1716

65.00

Slsie C. Alderson

Lot No.

1615

65 .00

James E. Casebolt
Pauline E. Casebolt

Lot No. 1611*

65 .00

1* .192U
1* ,.1921*
1* ,.1921*
1* .,1921*
1* .1921*
1* .19.21*

272 .51

Ralph Fowler and
Ruby Fowler

Lot No. 1513

65 .00

1* .1921*

272 .51

Rosa T. Wysong

Lot No. 1511;

65 .00

272 .51

Frank E. Grover
Marguerite Grover

Lot No. 11*11

65 .00

1* .1921*
1* .1921*

Nellie Irene Custer

Lot No. 11*12

65 .00

James Conrad Stewart

Lot No. 1313

65 .00

Raymond 0. Briscoe
Bertha H. Briscoe

Lot No. 1312

65 .00

Elsie Marie Jones

Lot No. 1211

Dessie R. Hawkins

Lot No. 1210

65 .00
65 .00

James B. Coon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 1107

Otmer Withrow
Lucy Withrow
Norman 3. Phelphs
Amy M. Phelps

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

272 .51
272 .51
272 .51
272 .51

1

272 .51

1* .1921*
1* .1921*
1* .1921*

272 .51

1* .1921*

272 .51

1* .192],

272 .51

65 .00

1* .1921*

272 .51

Lot No. 1108

65.00

l*.192l*

272.51

Lot No. 1105

65.00

l*.192l*

272.51

272 .51
272 .51

I

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTA3L C- a
ASSESSMENT

Henry B. Chaney
Emily F. Chaney

Lot No. 1006

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Maple Lourine Wilson
Lenis Gertrude Wilson
(Maggie L. Wilson
Life Estate

Lot No. 903

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Charleston Land Company
a W.V. corporation

Lot No. 902

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Charleston Land Company
a W. Va. Corporation

Lot No. 801

65,00

U.192U

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 800

85.00

U-1921;

356.21;

i,5i5.oo

TOTALS WEST SIDE

6,3£L.U6

—p—.—

EAST SIDE

I

I

Joyce Middle ton

Lot No. 1922

65.00

U.1921;

272.51

F. W. Surface
Virginia Surface

Lot No. 1821

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Jeanette Oldham

Lot No. 1820

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Reda M. Simmons

Lot No. 1719

65.oo

h .1921;

272.51

Timothy Wayne George
Joyce Anne George

Lot No. 1720

65.oo

U.1921;

272.51

York Ragle
Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1619

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Trustees of the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No. 1618

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Trustees of the Church of
God of Nitro, W. Va.

Lot No. I5l'7

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Frank Beaumont Kenworthy
Hilda Kenworthy

Lot No. 1518

6^.00

U.192U

272.51

Ada G. post

Lot No. 1U15

65.oo
65.00

U.192U

272.51

h. 1921;

272.51

Kanawha Banking & Trust Co .Lot No. Il|l6
Trustee, under Agreement
dated Feb. li;, 1968 made by
Rosehelena Hanes
Harry K. Miller, Jr.
Charlotte D. Miller

Lot No. 1317

65.00

272.51

FRONT FOOTAOE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
AS3ESSMEN'

Kanawha Bank & Trust Co. Lot No. 1316
Trustee, under agreement
dated Feb. lli, 1968, made
by Roshelena Hanes

65.00

li.1921;

272.51

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1215

65.00

k.192 k

272.51

Corbett Ferrell
Wanda K. Ferrell

Lot No. 12lij.

65.00

k. 1921;

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1111

65.00

U.192U

272.51

P. V. Rhodes (Pharozina
Rhodes), and heirs of
Gilbert Rhodes, deceased

Lot No. 1112

65.00

U.1921*

272.51

Nitro Properties, Ltd.
(Carl Summers)

Lot No. 1009

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Thomas W. Kelley
Betty Jo Kelley

Lot No. 1010

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Pearl Fox

Lot No. 907

65.00

U.192U

272.51

Chsrles L. Hissom
Frances M. Hissom

Lot No. 906

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Ray Hammond
Beulah Hammond

Lot No. 805

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

George Null
Truda p. Null

Lot No. 802

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Russell W. Gas to, Jr.
Thomas F. Gas to1
(Althea M. Gas to and
RussellW. Gas to, Life
Estate

Lot No. 701

65.oo

U.192U

272.51

Luvada Stone

Lot No. 702

30.51+

U.192U

127.9k
6,668.18

NAME OF OWNER

TOTALS EAST SIDE
TOTALS SECOND AVENUE

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

l,590.5U

T

1

27,851.53

I

231
EIGHTEENTH STREET

I

From its intersection with Second Avenue to its
intersection with First Ave.
NORTH

SIDE

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Oval Smith

Lot No. 181?

5o.oo

2.93059

11*6.53

Oval Smith

EastexmOnehalf of Lot
No. 1815

25.00

2.93059

73.26

Western Onehalf of Lot
1815

25.00

2.93059

73.26

Lot No. 1813
Trustees of St. Paul's
Methodist Church, Nitro W. Va.

50.00

2 .93059

Hi6.53

Lot No. 1811

5o.oo

2.93059

1U6.53

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot Nol 1809

2 .93059

11*6.53

Cecil Lemma

Lot No. 180?

2 .93059

11*6.53

Orlena A. Keener

Lot No. 1805

2.93059

11*6.53

Dorothy Evelyn Davis

Lot No. 1803

2.93059

11*6.53

David T. Farley

Lot No. 1801

5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo
27.98

2 .93059

82.00

Trustees of St. Paul's
Methodist Church, Nitro
¥. Va.

Sonny Lewis
Mary Lou Lewis

I

U27.98

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

SOUTH

1,2514.23

SIDE

E. G. Kinder

Lot No. 1816

5o.oo

2.9305?

Paul W. Warner
Charlette ¥. Warner

Lot No. 181U

5o.oo

2 .93059

11*6.53
1U6.53

Lowell Lanham
Edith P. Lanham

Lot No. 1812

5o.oo

2.93059

1146.53

Elizabeth B. Robins

Lot No. 1810

2 .93059

11*6.53

Violet B. Demoss

Lot No. 1808

5o.oo
5o.oo

2.93059

1146.53

I
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TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1*21.73

1,235.92

TOTALS

81*9.71

2,1*90.15

TWENTY-FIRST STREET
Extended from its intersection with Third Avenue to its
intersection with First Avenue
NORTH SIDE
East View Land Company

Lot

127.00

7,1*1275

91*1.1*2

Lemma Realty Co.'j Inc.

Lot

1*8.13

7,.1*12 75

356.78

Trustees of the First
Lot
Presbyterian Church of Nitro

105.52

7, .1*1275

782.19

2.33

7 ,,1*1275

17.27

20.79

7,1*1275

151*. 11

1*8.21
58.00

7,1*1275
7.1*1275

357.37
1*29.91*

Trustess of the First
Lot
Presbyterian Church of Nitro
Trusteees of the First Pres-Lot
tSyteriaflotJhuircK of Hitro
Lot
Cinema South, Inc.
Lot
L. M. Downing
Lot.
Mallie Downing
Paul J. CLine

Lot

50. oO

7.1*1275

370.61*

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot

230.00

7.1*1275

1,701*. 92

Richard M. Oliver
Geraldine K. Oliver

Lot

82.00

7.1*1275

607.85

David ¥. Comstock

Lot

7k. 9$

7.1*1275

555.59

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

81*6.93

6,278.08

1

SOUTH SHE

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER
OR SECRIPTION

FORNT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FOOT

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

&. W. Cos Dept. Store

Lot

127.00

7.1*1275

91*1.1*2

J. E. Temple

Lot

63.82

7.1*1275

1*73.08

Inaz R. Temple
J. E. Temple
Basic IK.. Temple,,:;/.
David W. Cornstock
Clara S. W alker

Lot
Lot
Lot

53.00
535^00

7.U1275
7.1*1275
7.1*1275

376.35
392.88
259.1*5

Henry J. Witry
Mary Virginia S. Witry

Lot

80.39

7.1*1275

595.91

The Board of Education of
Kanawha County

Lot

1*37.33

7-. 1*1275

3,21+1.81

81*7.31

6,280.90

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE
12,558.98

TOTALS, TWENTY FIRST STREET

I

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO PERSONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE ABOVE NAMES
STREETS OR PORTIONS THEREOF, AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS, AND ANY OTHER PERSONS WHO
MAY BE OWNERS OF PROPERTY HEREIN ABOVE DESCRIBED THAT AT A REGULAR CALLED MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF N3TRO, WEST VIRGINIA TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER AT THE CITY HALL OF SAID CITY ON THE 23rd DAY OF JUNE, 1970, &T 8 :00
O'CLOCK P.M. THE OWNERS OR OWNERS WHOSE PROPERTY CES TO BE ASSESSED AS HEREINABOVE
DESIGNATED, OR OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES, MAY APPEAR TO MOVE THE REVISION OR
CORRECTIONS SUCH PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS, AND THAT ON OR AFTER THE 23rd DAY OF JUNE,
1970, THE COUNCIL MAY PROCEED TO LAY ASSESSMENTS IN THE AMOUNTS AND AGAINST THE PROPERTY
FOR THE COST OF THERE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS MADE AS SUCH ASSESSMENTS ARE ABOVE
SET OUT AND DESCRIBED.
The principal amount of the above assessments may be paid by the owners
of said property at any time up to, and including the 23rd day of June, 1970,
withoutinterest on the sums so named in this notice.
Dene by order of the Council of the City of Nitro duly made and entered of record,
CITY OF NITR-9, WEST VIRGINIA
BY? Grace Lewis, REcorder

I

was duly published in said paper once a week for two successive weeks, commencing
with the issue of the llth day of June, 1970 and ending with the issue of the
18th day ofJune. 1970.
William E. Blake,
Manager
Kanawha Valley Leader

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

day of

, 1970.

James Jefferies,
Notary Public for Kanawha County,
West Virginia.
(My commission expires August 28, 1972.)

I

Councilman Allen in reporting for his Commitee for raising additional
funds said that he would like to have ai-meeting with the Mayor to discuss several
things. He reported that Dunbar has a special levy and that St. Albans special

I

levy if for fire expenses only.
Councilman Williamson reported for the Street Numbering Committee and presented a map of Norwood Road in the Brookhaven Area with the lots numbered. This
request having been made by the local Post Office. Thereupon Councilman Williamson
moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the map shewing lot numbers for Norwood
Road be accepted, Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist reported Brookhaven area was having more water problems.
Councilman Kniceley said this is a situation that develops when lots are being

I
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cleared'!1 or building. The Mayor said that the developer should try to help this

I

situation.
A petition*/was presented and read to the Council to stop business extenstion
and drop the speed limit to l£ M.P.H. with posting in what is considered to be a
residential section on Main Avenue and Fenton Circle. Thepetition stated that
the Commercial Business in this area presents hazards to residents living in and
around Fenton Circle by bringing more vehicles into the area than would otherwise
be used by residents, frequently obstructs traffic and adds to the noise arid
air::pollution of the neighborhood, a danger to the children living in and around
this area, a threat to the privacy, cMldren, safety, liability and general
peace of the residential area. The petition was signed by some 29 residents of
this area, in discussion the Mayor said that the City has been assured that this
business is not going to extend beyond the present limits. There has not been

I

and could not be an extension of the business unless it was approved by the
Zoning Appeal Board. Last week the business received a large shipment and had
used another lot that was not included in the design for the business area. The
Mayor reported that the Council did have jurisdiction of the changing of the
speedlimit and that it wuld be something for the traffic Committee to make a
study of. Mr. Harmon, owner of the Trailer Sales, the business in question, replied that a few of the people who had signed the petition do a lot of the
speeding and that he only leased the additional lot for a few days and that he
was very sorry to have upset his neighbors.
¥. K. Meadows in addressing the Council said that his problem is not the speeding,
but being able to get in and out of the Main Street. He had to stop
on the Main Street because of large trailers or automobiles which are parked on

I

eighter side of the street. He also has to ease out onto the Main Highway due to
the large amount of traffic on both sides.

Stating that they had a one way street.
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he had to drive half way onto the street as there are people who are frequently
at the business place. There is a lot of parking on Fenton Circle and it is a
safety hazard in this area, it was his understanding that the City was going

I

to install "No Parking Signs" or paint the curb along Main Avenue. The Mayor
said that recently the Police have been in this area quite a lot and that they
have reported to him that the situation is usually clear, l^trs. Meadows said we
had talked to the City Police about this situation. It is illegal to park out
to the curb on Main Avenue and that there is a fire plug. The Police say that
they can not give tickets because of the absence of "No Parking Signs" and the
curbs have not been painted. The Mayor said that the signs were on order.
Mr. Longswor'th said he understood that there is a City Ordinance prohibiting
parking on Main Avenue in the 15>th and l6th hundred blocks.

In e:xplaining this

Ordinance it was brought out that it applied to trailers and tractors trailers.
Mrss Harmon said that she needed the parking places in ffont of her home
and she thinks that she should be able to park there.

I

In explaning the Ordinance of the No Parking inthe above area the Mayor
said that it had been enacted during the time that a Drive Inn was located on the
ground where the Harmon Trailer Sales now stands and that tractor trailers had
parked along Main Avenue and the people objected to the noise and were^also
afraid of the chemicals contained in the trucks. This matter was turned over to
the Street Committee to make a study of and report back to Council.
Councilman Tidquist reported that the Power Company had failed to install
one light according to the diagram as requested in February and that two street
lights had been ordered installed on Lee Street and only one had been put in.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question of a merchant having a business place
in Nitro, but living out of town could he buy a pass to the pool and the answer was
yes, we have several merchants who purchase poolpasaes every year.
Councilman Hoke said that he had been receiving complaints of children riding

I
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bicycles on the sidewalks from 2ivth Street to 21st Street and the business people

I

are getting a petition to ban riding of bicycle on the sidewalks on this area.
The children could ride the sidewalks along Second Avenue. Councilman Kniceley
said if we put the children out in the street they could be hit b^ cars.

Council-

man Hoke said that it was not to put the children out in the street that they
could ride along Second Avenue :'sidewalkss

It was suggested that the Attorney

make a study of the present Ordinance on bicycles and make his recommendations.
Councilman Goodwin asked about the progress on the removal of the down spouts
from the sanitary sewers. The Mayor said that the Sanitary Board men were checking
the town.
Councilman Tidquist said that since the City has put in the new light system
on Sattes Circle the people in Valentine Circle are requesting the same. The
Mayor said it would be necessary for them to prepare a rought draft of suggested

I

lights to present to Council.
Councilman Tidquist also reported the need of lights on Main Avenue to
Lee Street and on Walker.

The light Committee is to check this area.

Councilman Tidquist reported that at 1.63k - l6th Street there is a sewer
caved in. On the South side of the house.
Councilman Waldorf asked that the Light Committee check 30th Street and
Third Avenue close to the bridge for a street light.
Councilman Kniceley reported that the Pool was doing real well. We have
nearly reached $10,000.00 in Pool passes. He said he would also like to clarify
a rumor that the pool is paid for, the bond 13 for 15 years and we are in our
6th year now.
Councilman Waldorf reported a bad place in road on Third Avenue on 31st St.

I

He also reported that the side ditch needs to be cleaned out. TheMayor said
that he would like to see a cradel affect put in that it would keep the hill from
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slipping. As it is right now every time the ditch is cleaned out thenmore
dirt moves down from the hill. It would cost a lot of money but then it waiild
eliminate the cost of cleaning ihe ditch four or five times a year.

I

Councilman Waldorf reported a hugh pile of trash in front of a house on
31st Street East.

They had been there for some time. . The Mayor said that he was

aware of this situation and that the people had refused to pay the garbage bill.
Councilman Tidquist reported a lot of brush growing at the Railroad Crossing
making a hazard and that the State ^oad Commission does not do an;y~thing about it.
The Mayor said that the City has some weed killer that we will spray this area.
near the crossing.

It is not harmful to humans or animals but kills the weeds.

Councilman Goodwin reported a lj" drop off to Cleveland Avenue entrance and
that the State Road Commission has not done anything about it. He has tried to
contact someone in the State Road Commission but have not been able to do so.
This is a very dangerous situation. The Mayor said he would have our men fix
this place the next time they were blacktopping in this area.

I

The Mayor asked the Council to set up an agenda system for Council meetings.
This is something that he has been against for his 21; years. However, it is
used in all other City Council meetings. He felt that any time anyone wanted to
speak that he wanted them to be able to have their say and not let it be said
that we have not given them the right to be heard. HE knows that a great number
of times in the last couple of years things had been brought up to harass the
City Council members and not for the wellfare of the people.

In setting

up the agenda form anyone who wished to be heard by the City Government will have
in writing in his office no later than Thurdday the matter he wished to discuss.
Or any person who has something worthwhile can give it to a Councilman.

We

have become the laughing stock of the Valley. And we definitely/have a group
who have been harassing the Council.

I

I

Councilman Hoke said that he feels it an honor to be a member of the City
Council but it is very 3mbarrassing to be harassed and that he was not going
to sit here and be harassed. Thereupon Councilman Hoke moved that the Council
set up an agenda for Cooncil meetings and that all matter to be discussed be in
the Mayors Office by Thursday prior to Tuesday's Councilnneeting. Motion seconded
by Councilman Kniceley,
In'discussion Coun alman Kniceley asked if the copy of the agenda would
be given Councilman before the meeting. The answer was yes. Councilman Williamson
asked who makes the decision if matters be placed on the agenda.
The Mayor said tha t he would make the decision of any matter that was for
the good of the people

Anyone could give tb the Councilmen his subject he

wanted to be heard. It was brought out in the discussion that any problem that

I

the Mayor night leave off the agenda it comld be given to a Councilman to
introduce the person who wanted to present his problem.
TheMotion was put for a vote and all members present voted inthe affirmative
with the exception of Councilman Williamson who abstained. Motion carried.
There being no further business to come before Council a motion for adjournment by Councilman Hoke carried.

W. ¥. Alexander, Mayor

(~ Brace Lewis, Recorder

I

July 21, 1970
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, July 21, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,

I

•

Dr. R. V. Allen, S. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo
D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council.

Councilman Tom

Waldorf being absent.
The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander. Father Fred Swallow
of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Goodwin made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hoke, the minutes
of July 7, 1970 be approved.
Councilman Tidquist said he did not understand the matter of the agenda. It
was explained thst should anything be ommitted from agenda, that a Councilman
could present said matter and it was the decision of the Council if they wanted to
hear the matter.

Councilman Hoke explained if something was to be reported on that

it should be in the City Office by Thursday preceeding a Council Meeting, that

I

he meant the motion to give the Council a program to follow. Upon a vote motion
carried.
Councilman Hoke moved the Financial Statement for the month of June be approved.
Motion seconded by Councilman Kniceley. Motion carried.
Councilman Allen told Council that he did not have a report from the
Additional Revenue Committee. He will have a report for the next meeting.
Councilman Allen reported for the Traffic Committee. Stated that he had
spent two hours making a survey of Main Avenue and Fenton Circle regarding their
problems. He had talked to the people inthis area and that they bore no animosity
toward the Harmons of Harmons Trailer Sales. The problems were mostly that of the
Ci~|~y*s. The City does not have proper signs or markings in this area. He said that
the Harmons did have an outside telephone and it was quite noisy and thought that
perhaps they could have it turned down of the evenings and Sundays when they were

I

not opened for business. There is no markings on the streets for parking from

I

Center Street to Fenton Circle and no marking for the fire hydrants. Private
driveways have beer, blocked on numerous accasions. Fenton Circle was being used
as a turn around, lie also stated that repair work was being done on cars
on the street and it made it very dangerous.
Councilman Allen asked the Council to hear Mr. W. E. Harris from 15UO Fenton
Circle regarding the problems in this area. Mr. Harris presented Council with
picutes taken within the last few weeks which illustrated some of the problems
that they were having regarding tho parking.

Stated that driveways were being

blocked and also a continuous fight to keep peopple from parking and blocking
their driveways.

There were two boys that worked on cars on the street and there

were cars with no mufflers driving on the street causing a lot of noise.
The corner next to the vacant lot on Main Avenue had become very dangerous

I

because of parking of cars and there was a steady stream of traffic at times.
Councilman Allen said his Committee recommended and he moved - coming off
Center Street turning right on Main Avenue, going toward Fentcn Circle - no
parking be allowed adjacent to vacant lot on Main Avenue, the fire hydrant, located
on Fenton Circle, be properly marked, curbs be marked properly at corners to
restrict parking, 1$ MPH Speed limit for Fenton Circle and proper signs erected
and that no trailer, trucks with trailer and mobile homes be allowed on Fenton
Circle. Motion seconded by Councilman Kniceley. Motion carried.
It was explained to the Council by the Recorder that in talking with Mr.
Judy of the Appalachian Power Company, Mr. Judy had explained that a property
owner of Sattes Circle had objected to having a pole, for requested light, placed
in front of his property. Therefore this light will not be installed until such

I

time the property owner gives his consent.

The two lights ordered for Lee

Avenue had been installed on Pole Numbers 12D-1Q2 and 12D-316.
Councilman Tidquist reported that a light had been installed at 30th Street
and Third Avenue.
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Councilman Iloke presented a petition signed by merchants asking that the
Council restrict children from riding bicycles on sidewalks in the business area 1st Avenue from 25th Street to 20th Street.

I

Councilman Hoke suggested the Traffic Committee make a study and report back
to the Council.

The Traffic Committee is to make this study and make their report

for the first meeting of August.
Councilman Tidquist reported that the people in Valentine Circle wish
the same street lighting as was recommended for Sattes Circle and he asked that
the Appalachian Power Company be requested;to make a survey of the: light for
Valentine Circle.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, that a street
light be installed on Pole No. 153-2 a"t "the north west corner of the Gravely
Building, Walker Street and Benemattie Avenue. Upon a vote motion carried.
A. Lawrence Liqu.ori was recognized by Mayor Alexander and stated that to
make things more effective for the future that he made the following suggestions.
1.

I

Copies of the official minutes of the City Council meetings of the City

of Nitro be made available to its citizens at a cost of no more than 20 (twenty)
cents per page; and that this be available no later than
Monday, A.M. preceeding the meeting covered in said agenda.
He said he made these proposals after having experienced the yelling and
screaming outside the City hall after the last Council meeting.

If people were

supplied with the mintnfces arid the agenda he felt there would not be as many
complaints.
The Council discussed these proposals asking of the Recorder if seven days
would be sufficient time for the minutes.

She informed the Council there would

I
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be times when seven days would not be suffieicnet times.

I

It was suggested the

Recorder make copies of the proposals and send each member of the Council a copy
for their study.
Homer Dean Miller of No. 2 Smith Street spoke to the Council regarding the
City's Sanitary Landfill adjacent to his property.
Miss Lewis, Mayor Alexander, Councilman and interested citizens of Nitro:
I wish to express my appreciation to the Mayor for granting me the privilege to
speak before the Council at this time. I spoke to this Council June 23, 1970, concerning the many problems relative to the Sanitary Landfill which is adjacent to
my property at No. 2 Smith Street in the City of Nitro. At that time Mayor ¥. $.
Alexander promised that the problems at the Sanitary Landfill would be corrected
immediately.
In order that this problem can be discussed with the greatest amount of

I

knowledge I would like to introduce the following state regulation into the minutes
of this Council meeting. Miss Lewis, will you please accept this copy,and if
you will please, make it a part of the minutes. I also would like to give each
Councilman and the Mayor a copy for their information so each refer to it as
I progress.
Let rue state at this time this regulation has been issued under the Code of
West Virginia, Chapter 16, Article 1, Section 9—Supervision over local sanitation.
This Regulation is entitled "Solid Waste Regulation" and became effective July 1,
1967.

This is the regulatien now in effect according to the West Virginia State

Department of Heath, ;-which furnished me with two copies of this regulation*
Mayor Alexander and members of this Council, will you please turn to page Ij.
of this regulation.

I

Note that midway of the page you will see Section 6.03.

Standards for Sanitary Landfills—Mr. Alexander, I would like to state to you as
Mayor and to each of you Councilman that this City is in violation of this
regulation in the following instances:
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1. Gentlemen, please refer to paragraph (e), "The face of the working fill
is to be kept as small as consistent with good operation to.: keep the area of
exposed material as small as possible." Gentlemen, at the present tirne the face

I

of the working fill is in three different locations of which two of these faces
are approximately 6 to 10 feet in height.
2. Please refer to paragraph (f), Mil exposed solid waste is to be covered
with at least 6 to 8 inches of compacted earth at the close of each day's operation."
Gentlement, at no time since my last visit to this Council has the City complied with
this section of the regulation. I would like to introduce as evidence that the City
has been and is at this very moment in violation of this paragraph as evidence by
the following pictures. Mr. Miller presented to the Council a group of pictures of
the Landfill which he said were taken some recently and some of them just prior to
coming to Council meeting.

Please note that this paragraph states "all exposed solid

waste"—this includes trash, barrels and all garbage must be covered with not less
than 6 inches of dirt at the close of each day's operation.

I

3. Please note paragraph (K), "Adequate controls to prevent scattering of
paper, dust, etc.m including a daily cleanup of scattered paper ar..d other material,
which is disposed of prior to closing the day's operation." At the present time
there is paper scattered from Kanawha River to Main Street and from Mjnor Avenue to
my property and I further state that I have never seen the area being cleaned up.
U. Please turn to paragraph (6), "Approved toilet facilities are to be provided for the use of operating personnel." Toilet facilities have never been provided
at any time for operating personnel.

Why?

I-fr. Mayor and Counoilmen, the West Virginia code provides for a fine for
violation of this regulation and I quote from bhapter 16, Article 1, Section 9,
Paragraph U--"Any county, municipality, public or private institution, firm,
corporation, company, person or persons who shall violate any provisions of this
section shall bee deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred

I
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dollars. (19U9, 8. 101)

I

Mayor Alexander, may I suggest to you and this Council that just as I must
obey the laws of the City of Nitro or you will see that I am punished for each
violation, ± believe that you are obligated by your oath of office toboth uohoILd and obey the laws.
Mayor, you stated in the June 23rd Council Meeting that there was a shortage
of dirt to cover with.

May I ask one question? Hhy have you not used the dirt

that the City employees and City equipment put on the two lots that join the
Luther IJixon property on Washington Street. This dirt remains in large piles
just as it was dumped there approximately 18 months ago. Gentlemen, is it possible
if the owner's name were known there would be at least a partial answer &s to
why Nitre's garbage remains uncovered and the dirt on tMs property remains untouched .

I

At this point Mayor Alexander asked Mr. Miller's permission to: interupt which
Mr. Miller granted. The Mayor reported that the owner of the lot Mr. Miller
had reference to was owned by one of his brothers and that permission had been
given ihe City by this brother to store dirt and use the lots as access to landfill and that in the agreement it was understood that upon completion the lots would
be leveled off. He then asked Mr. Miller if he had thrown paper into the landfill?
Mir. Miller admitted that he had and stated that it was on his own property.

The

Mayor informed him that this was against the law and asked him if he had ever
thrown trash onto the landfill, Mr. Miller gave him the same answer stating that
it was also his own property. The Mayor then stated that a report from the State
Health Department and also from the County Health Department had made an inspection
after Mr. JtEller ha'd'notified the Departments that the Landfill was unhealthy.

I

Both men gave a good report and said that they were satisfied.

The fill was being

taken care of in the proper manner.
Mr. Miller continued - I once again ask you Mr. Alexander, as Mayor, and you
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gentlemen, as Councilman, to please by Council action investigate and correct
all of these violations of the law so my home may be free of these terrible
health hazards. Thank you so very much.

I

Councilman Hoke asked Mr. Miller to read G & H in the pamphlet that he had
been reading from: Mr. Miller read: (G) Solid waste is to be compacted to the
maximum possible with available equipment in layers or cells with each single
layer having not greater than six to eight foot rise. (II) All solid wasterreceived
is to be buried in the landfill. In exceptional c^ses a place may be set aside
to receive bulky material such as tree stumps, etc. and covered as needed.
The Mayor asked the Health Committee of the Council to make a survey of the
Landfill and report back to the Council.
Councilman Hoke asked if he could accompanying the Committee.
A letter frorr. residents of Fredrick Street requesting the City to install the
15> II.P.H. signwas presented to Council.

The Mayor said that these signs had

been ordered several months ago from the W. Va. State Industries but to date we

I

have not received the signs.
The agenda having been completed the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned.

.

MAYOR
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SOLID WASTE
REGULATION

A Regulation of the West Virginia
State Board of Health - effective July 1, 1967
|
]f

WEST VIRGINIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Charleston 25305

WEST

VIRGINIA

ADMINISTRATIVE

REGULATIONS

16-1,

SERIES II, SECTION 6.

(c). Incinerators shall be operated and maintained under the direct
supervision of a person qualified by experience and/or special

A regulation of the West Virginia State Board of Health defining
various types of waste materials with requirements for disposal in accordance with Chapter Sixteen, Article I, Section 9.—Supervision over

training in the field of incinerator management. Before any
incinerator commences operation, the qualifications of such
person shall be submitted to the Department of Health for
approval.

local sanitation.
Section 6. Regulations Defining Various Types of Waste Materials With

(f)

Accumulation of solid wastes in and around any incinerator is
forbidden.

Requirements for Disposal
6.01.

Definitions:

6.05.

Disposal of Hazardous Materials. —

ment of Health.

abandoned automobiles, sewage plant sludge, and industrial

to be disposed of in a manner acceptable to the State Depart-

to garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleanings, dead animals,

tainers, toxic or radioactive materials, used bandages, etc.,) are

material (except household sewage) including but not limited

(a) Hazardous materials (i.e. Insecticides, empty insecticide con-

(a) SOLID WASTE—All putrescible and non-putrescible discarded

wastes, except those industrial wastes which are controlled or
subject to control by the Department of Natural Resources, or
West Virginia Air Pollution Control Commission.

'

(b) GARBAGE—Putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting

6.06.

Enforcement. — This regulation is to be enforced in accordance

with procedures outlined in Chapter 16, Article 1, of the Code of West
Virginia.

from the handling, preparation, cooking, and consumption of
food, including wastes from markets, storage facilities, handl-

6.07. Repeal and Date of Effect. — All regulations of the State Board
of Health in conflict with this regulation arc hereby repealed; and this

ing, and the sale of produce and other food products.

regulation shall take effect on the 1st day of July, 1967.
(c) ASHES—The solid residue from burning of wood, coal, coke,
or other combustible material used for heating buildings or the
solid residue from incineration of combustible solid wastes.
(d) RUBBISH—-Non-putrescible

solid wastes

(excluding ashes)

consisting of both combustible and non-combustible wastes.

6.08. Severability. — Should any section, paragraph, phrase, sentence, or clause of this regulation be declared invalid or unconstitutional
for any reason, the remainder of this regulation shall not be effected
thereby.

Combustible rubbish includes paper, rags, cartons, wood, ex-

!
I

!

0) Adequate fire fighting equipment or facilities is to be readily

cclsior, furniture, rubber, plastics, yard trimmings, leaves, and

available to control fires.

{similar materials Non-combustible rubbish includes glass
!
crockery, tin cans, aluminum cans, dust, metal furniture, and

I
'

(m) Uncontrolled dumping at the site is not to be permitted.

i
i
|

(n) Cracks, erosions, etc., appearing in the cover or side slopes

|likc materials which will not burn at ordinary incinerator temiperatures (1600° F to 1800° F).

of a sanitary landfill are to be promptly repaired. As soon as
(e) !PREMISES shall mean any place, land, building, watercraft on
i i
'• ! the waters of this state, or any other place upon or in which

practicable, cover and side areas of the landfill are to be planted
in grass or other vegetation to assist in controlling erosion..

j

[

!

i solid waste is stored.

(o) Approved toilet facilities are to be provided for the use of
SANITARY LANDFILL shall mean a controlled area of land

operating personnel.

i upon which solid waste is deposited, compacted, and covered
(p) Materials salvaged at the site are to be removed daily.
6.04.

| daily with compacted earth.

Standards for- Incinerators and Incineration.—

INCINERATOR

(a) Plans and specifications for incinerators shall be prepared by a

shall mean a multi-chambered furnace de-

signed for the volume reduction of solid waste by burning in a

qualified registered engineer.

fire box which has been lined with refractory material and the
design approved by the Director of Health and the West Vir-

(b) Incinerators shall be designed, operated, i«d maintained to

ginia Air Pollution Control Commission.

meet emission standards of the West Virginia Air Pollution
Control Commission or of the local control authority, whichever

(h)j INCINERATION shall mean the destruction of solid waste by

is applicable.

!

(c) Incinerator residue is to be incorporated in a sanitary landfill,
for final disposal, operated and maintained pursuant ;to the requirements of Section 6.03 of this regulation.

i

j burning in a furnace designed for that purpose with proper
I controls at a temperature in the range of 1600° F to 2000° F

j

|

!

!

'

j Virginia Air Pollution Control Commission.

!

j with stack emissions not exceeding the limits set by the West
Open burning is

not considered incineration. Residue from incineration shall
(d) Plans and specifications, including disposal of residue, tor in-

contain no more than 10% organic material.

cinerators are to be submitted to the Division of Sanitary Engineering and the West Virginia Air Pollution Control Commission for review and approval prior to the construction or opera-

INCINERATOR RESIDUE shall mean the solid material remaining after burning of solid waste in an incinerator as described above.

tion thereof.
6

6.02.

Disposal.—Disposal of garbage and rubbish by open dumping

is hereby declared to be a nuisance and hazardous to the human health.
On and after July 1, 1967, disposal of solid waste shall be made only
through the use of:

'•

of Sanitary Engineering for approval, and approval shall be
i
j obtained prior to beginning use, including operating procedures.
!
I

'(d) Maintenance shall be by properly trained personnel responsible
i
for conduct of the operation.

(a) Sanitary landfills—established, conducted, operated, and main-

with good operation to keep the area of exposed material as

OR

The face of the working fill is to be kept as small as consistent

tained in accordance with standards of this regulation.

small as possible.

(b) Incinerators constructed, operated, and maintained in accordance
with the provisions of this article.

(0 All exposed solid waste is to be covered with at least 6 to 8

OR

inches of compacted earth at the close of each day's operation.

(c) Any other method approved in writing by the Director of the
West Virginia State Department of Health and, if combustion is

(g)

to be utilized, by the West Virginia Air Pollution Control

Solid waste is to be compacted to the maximum possible with
available equipment in layers or cells with each single layer

Commission.

having not greater than a six to eight foot rise.

6.03. Standards for Sanitary Landfills.—

.(h) All solid waste received is to be buried in the landfill. In ex-

(a) Nc solid waste shall be disposed of on the land except in ap-

ceptional cases a place may be set aside to receive bulky

proved sanitary landfills that have been prepared by excavation

materials such as tree stumps, etc., and covered as needed.

or otherwise for that purpose and approved by the proper
authority. The site will be selected to protect waters of the state

(i) Final cover for top and side slopes is to be compacted and

from pollution.

maintained not less than two feet in thickness.

water across the fill without pooling. Drainage diverting ditches

ing, and covering is to be available for use at all times. Standby

'(j) i Final grade on cover is to be regular and sloped to direct surface

(b) Suitable equipment to perform the necessary digging, compact-

i

equipment is to be available within 24 hours in the event of

I are to be used whenever necessary. Final top cover shall be

failure of regular equipment. Satisfactory evidence of avail-

maintained at not greater than 2% angle of repose.

ability of standby equipment is to be on file for inspection.
(c) The sanitary landfill shall be pre-planned by a registered en-

f |(k)| Adequate controls to prevent scattering of paper, dust, etc.,
A
including a daily cleanup of scattered paper and other material,
which is disposed of prior to closing the day's operation.

gineer and a copy of the plan shall be submitted to the Division

247
August h, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, August Iu

1970.

There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewi;:, Recorder,

E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley. Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom Waldorf, and Kentcn
L. Williamson members of the Council. Councilraen R. V. Allen and L. I. Hcks
being absent.
The meeting was called tc order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman .Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, the minutes
of July 21. 1970 be approved. Motion carried.
Mayor Alexander called for s. report from the Special Revenue Fund.

Council-

man Allen being absent, there was no report made.
Councilman Goodwin reported for the Traffic Committee on recommendations
concerning the riding of bicycles in the Business Areas.

He s?id that they had

m_.de a complete study of this si4ii_tior. end for the safety of people walking and

I

the riders of the bicycles they recommended that no bicycles be allowed or. let

Avenue sidewalk between 19th Street and. 26th Street and also either side of 23ist
Street from 1st Aver.us to Second Avenue.
Thereupon Councilman Goodwin moved that resolution be adopted prohibiting the
riding of bicycles on sidewalks on 1st Avenue from 19th Street •*-.-; ?6th Street and either
side of 21st Street from 1st Avenue to 2nd .avenue. Motion seconded by Councilman
Tidquist.

Tipcn a vote motion carried.

The Recorder informed Council th..,t she h^d no report to ru:ke from the Appalachian
Power Gcmp.iny regarding a request of survey of Vcilentina Circle for Street lights^
The Mayor asked Council for their decision, or: request of A. Lawrence Liquor i
for tho s:.ii of capias of ,,xi:-.v;';.-<: a.J. agend^.

In discussion it was asked if we had

any such request to warrant this proposal? Tho answer was no.

I

asked if this would be an expense for the City.
the price set f^1" ~'h^ ccpiQC;.

Councilman Tidquist

The answe1" was that it depends on
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Councilman Goodwin said that the minutes fire available to the public to read
and that he did not see where it would servie any purpose to supply copies to the
public arid that there would be times when personnel would be unable to .supply the

I

minutes at a prescribed time and that he eould not see any percentage to warrant
this request.

Councilman Tidquist said that it might be worthwhile to see if

people are willing to buy them.

Councilman Kniceley said that he had been out of

town on Vacation r:iH h_d not had the time t^ make r study of this request and that
he felt there were a lot of things to be considered before granting this request.
Councilman Waldorf said that if this was to be --TI additional expense th::t he did
not feel that this would be necessary. Councilman Williamson said if a person,pays
the cost for the copies then the City would not be cut any exper.de.

In answer to

Councilman Tidquist's question of theprice 20f being sufficient the Ilaycr said
personnaly he did not think it was enough.

Councilman Ivniceley said that that

price may pay the cost of the material but not for a persons time.

Couricilmsr,

Williamson moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, this matter be tabled until the
next meeting.

I

Upon a vote motion carried.

Ccv-iciL.;^: V/aid^-r-0 m^de a report for the Health Committee on its survey and
recommendations of the Sanitary Landfill. Pie said that three members of the Health
Committee visited the Landfill. He said they found some solid wastes such as garbage,
bread wrappers, etc. and odor in one place, possibly chemicals. He understood that
some of the problems had already been corrected such as a fence at the high places
and no trespassing signs and that the City had been given some dirt that was being
hauled in. He thought it would be wise for some of the Committee to visit with
the man in charge of the Landfill and work up a program, for lancifilli-ng the garbage.
The condition of the Landfill is improved over 1 j.st week.

They did notice there

were some items that appeared, to be brought in to the landfill and they felt that it
was being done by trespassers.

Councilman KniceJey said th«t ho w.;S act L~. town last

I
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week to go with the Committee but that ho had spend two hours at the Landfill this

I

week and had covered it throughly.

There were a few areas that could be in better

condition and there were three wet spots that he suggested filled, adding that it
had rained the night before. He also thought there should be periodic checks made
of the Landfill net l-oking for trouble but to prevent trouble. He said -that he
had been very well pleased and there had been no odors. There were boy-s riding
bicycles and a horse at the lower end of the Landfill, Thio will ^-r* to be st^^ed.
The Mayor reporter! that he had ^iaed two people last week for dumping trash at the
Landfill pointing out, that one of the pictures that was shown of a chair and trash
at the last Council meeting had been placed on the Landfill after our man had gone
off duty by one of the violators. The violators had been fclJ that the fine would
double if they were caught the second time. There was one place in the Landfill
that looked as if a hole had been dug and something placed in it.

I

It was infested

with maggots. He felt that someone was creating problems for us and that the Police
had been given instuction to arrest anyone on the Landfill.
i-lr. James Sharnblin of l£].6 Fanten Circle presented the following petition.
We, We, the residents of the City of Nitro, W. Va. and more specifically of the
15>00 and 1600 blocks of Main Avenue and all of Fenton Circle, would like to call
attention to Council the action taken July 21, 1970, with regard to the parking,
fire hydrant, proper marking of fire hydrant and curbs, and the speed limit of l£
milesper hours as pertaining to the above mentioned portion of Main Avenue .and
Fenton Circle.
We, the residents of the s-id blocks of Wain Avenue and Fenton Circle, feel that
the working of the motion and Council action was made _^J directed specifically to
the one particular business, but that the results .and implementing of this motion

I

takes adverse action against the residents of the specified areas in prohibiting the
free movement of the personal travel trailers, campers, b.oat trailers, and motor trucks,
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We, the undersigned residents, respectfully request the Council of the City
of Mtro, W. Vs., to Consider rescinding the action of July 21, 1970, and what is
right and just to the safe flow of traffic aid parking as is designated in the

I

laws as now are in existence.
The foregoing peition was signed by ItO people living in the 1^00 arid 1600
blocks of Main Avenue and Fenton Circle.
regarding this matter.

The Mayor asked the pleasure of Council

He stated that it may be best to take a little more time

in studying this problem so whaterver is done should be permanent. We have been
given a petition with Uo people's names in an area where we have approximately
62 peopleliving.

Councilman Goodwin said he felt it proper for the Committee to

make another study of this situation for the best of all concerned.

Councilman

Knioeley said that there seemed to be a lot of mixed feelings and thctt the Committee
may wait a meeting of all people concerned or visit them in their homes. The Mayor
said he thought it right for the Committee to take another look at this situation,
in an effort to eliminate this matter coming before the Council every meeting.

I

Thereupon Councilman Goodwin inoved, that this situation be tabled and the Traffic
Committee make another survey.

Motion seconded by Councilman Kniceiey. Motion carried.

The Mayor reported to Council that he had received a letter regarding drainage
problems on 39th Street East.

He and the City Attorney had gone overthis area.

He requested the Attorney to check into the legality of the City's responsibility
regarding this drainage problem and that he.will try to have a report at the next
meeting.

However, regardless of the Attorney's findings any money spent on this

problem, the Special Revenue Committee will have to come up with some means of
raising additional funds.
The Mayor presented the Council copies of a letter he had sent to the State
of W. Va. Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources.

Letter in

answer to their order that the City of Nitro proceed wr'i-hout delay with the construe-

I
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tion of a Secondary Sewage Treatment Plant. He would like for: the Council to read

I

the letter.

This w^s not c. problem that could be solved over night.

would be around a million dollars.

The cost

The Federal Government offers 30 percent on

Treatment Plants and should .we borrow the money then the cost of our sewage per
month would run from twelve to fiteen dollars. The Federal Government feels that
the area of Kanawha Valley con pay the bill better than people in Fayettesvills
where they are getting 80 percent of the cost.

It would be very unfair to proceed

withthe Secondary Sewage Plant and leave approximately §,000 people without sewers.
If we borrow the money we would be lucky to get it for less than '•} percent interest.
In this letter he had outlined some of the things that take time and stated it would
take 810 days, but that he doubted if we had the money that completion could be
made within 810 days. He would like to see this job done but at the same time provide sewers to the homes that do not have them. The other tow members of the Sanitary
Board feel the same way as he.

I

Councilman Tidquit asked about the Council's decision of the bumpers for Park
Avenue.

The Mayor informed him that this matter had been settled about two months

ago when tLe Attorney repoted to the Council that there was no place in the
State of W. Va. where the bumpers were used other than on private property and that
we would be running & risk installing them on public streets.
There being no further business to come before Council Mayor Alexander
decalred the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR

I

r-.
\j >_K^ V

( RECORDER
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August 18, 197C

I

The City Council net in regular session Tuesday, August 18, 1970There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
R. V. Allen, E. L, Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Ton Waldorf, and Kenton L.
Willi;s-,if5cr; members of the Council.

Councilmen L. I. Hoke and Hugo D. Tidquist

being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend William D. Inghram of the Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Council;-;^ Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the minutes
of August h, 1>?0 be approved.

Motion carried.

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the Financial
Statement for the month ofJuly, 1970 be approved. Motion carried.
CouncilmG.n Allen reported for the Special Committee on Additional Revenue
stating that he had given this matter a tremendous amount of thought over the past
month, regarding ways and means of obtaining a sum of U5 to ?0 thousand dollars.

He

I

did not have any suggestion and did not know of any w-iy that we cculd get this kind,
of money.

He suggested working with the Financial Committee that they may have

more information abailable to them then he has and he would be glad to listen to their
suggestions.

In making his survey with other cities he found, that they have the

sane type of problems.
garbage fees.

St. Alb an s has just recently moved to tighten up their

He would be glad to listen to any suggestions as he was at lost to

find this amount of money.

If any member of the Council has any suggestion he will

be glad to listen to them.

In making the survey he found that it cost money to do

the things that have been suggested.

Councilman Waldorf said that we do have about

the same taxes as other cities have.

Councilman Allen said that we can follow

along and see what the other cities are going to do regarding their B & 0 taxes and
also the House Bill 5>66.

He understood that there was a court case on this bill now.

I
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The Mayor said that there are very few ways that we could raise a substantial amount

I

of money that doesn't 'Q-t money.

Councilman Allen suggested that we may have some

one make a study of our tax structure.

Councilman Waldorf saia1 that we are having

many requests that will cost the City more money, such as the 39th St. Bast drainage
problem, cutting of trees and so forth. II:: suspoaed that we would have to watch what
we do as it cost money to do these things and the City does not have the money. The
i'l-ycr said that it may be necessary to alter the trash pickup stating further that
no other City in the Valley gives monthly pickup and that the pickup in Nitro is
becoming greater all the time with the tree cutting, roofing material and so forth
and that he believes it will be necessary for us to alter our course in this matter.
Suggesting a trash pickup every other month, eliminating pickup for construction
jobs and that it may be necessary to put on a charge for these larger pickup such as
construction jobs and'tree trinning and cutting. He thought that a charge for trash

I

pickup would cause people to try and dispose of the trash themselves.

In answer to

the question of how many trips were made in a month's time the Mayor replied three
or four hundred trips per month.

Councilman Allen brought up the Question of con-

tractors wanting us to pick up their trash, whether we receive enough of the B £• 0
tax to warrant this.

In answer to Councilman Waldorf's question on the cost for a

trash pickup the Mayor said that the wages alone would amount to 25 hundred dollars,
per month. The Mayor noted the charge being made by St. Albans, who charge residents so much a load for trash pickup. The Mayor said that he would leave this
Committee in force in case something would come up for the Committee to work on.
Regarding theprcposal by A. Lawrence Liquori, which was tabled at the last
Council meeting, Councilman Kniceley said that since the agenda is ready by the
end of Friday or early ^jonday morning anyone who wanted to, can come in the office

I

and read it. The minutes depend on how busy the personnel is, the minutes are
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open to the public. He can. not see the importance of selling the copies of the
cgenda or minutes.

Council meetings have good Attendance and also good coverage

by the news media. Courinilman Waldorf said that he felt that this was just another
coct itera to the City ?nd that he did not see the importance of it.
the .minutes they can copy them from the minute book.

I

If anyone wants

Councilman Allen asked if

there was any objections from the office staff to supply this request, if a person
is willing to pay 20$ a page. The Mayor said that 200 a page would not pya for
them. He personally could not see the necessity of it. He went on to cay that
when the request was first made that he thought it might help, now he was of
the opinion that it would not help and that he did not think it should be done.
He had his reasons for thinking this.

Councilrv.n Kniceley s;d.d that he would like

' to dispell any feeling that the Council was trying bo keep anything from thepeople.
They could come in and see the minutes at any time.

Couricilnan Allen asked if he,

CcuncilincJi Kniceley, felt that the request was made in good faith?

Councilman

Kniceley said he had no reason to believe otherwise that he had talked to Mr.

I

Liquori. Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin to
deny the proposal.

Upon a vote motion carried, ujicaiirujusly.

Councilman Allen said that he had made the original resolution regarding the
problem in the 1^00 and 1600 blocks of Main Avenue and Fenton Circle as it was
the desire of the residents, it wa.c: not his intents to prohibit milk truckd and
delivery trucks and so forth from traveling these streets. We have areas where
heavy trucks are not allowed. Heavey trucks traveling threse streets will tear up
the streets. Us thinica that poking on Main Avenue should be eliiair.ater; close
to the corner around fir e plugs and drivew.-^ s. He would be glad to change his
resolutions and havo Irucks and tractor trailers and so forth be permitted to
travel the streets if that is what the people want.

Councilman J,n:.celey asked

I
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for the petition -and re-^ the petition aloud to the Council and added that the

I

people are Asking that the whola resolution be rescinded.

Councilman Allen sold

th-'t the resolution implied that they can riot park on the corners and that he did
not think that the City should have to paint their driveway3 for parking.
man Goodwin said he thought Councilman Allen had summed up the matter.

Council-

Tl.e resolu-

tion as it was passed did prohibit driving big trailers or Cc-mper trailers OP
these streets.

If we go back to the normal flow of traffic that prevr.ilo in the

rest of the City that vie would be doing wh, t we set out to do.
Councilman Allen said that he vas riot in favor of hurting anyone but that
these things are to help prevent trouble.

Thereupon Councilman Goodwin moved,

seconded by Councilman Waldorf that the action of the Council of the 21ofd-y of
July, 1970 be rescinded and t.hct the normal flow of traffic and parking rules that
prevail in other sections of town be the Same on Main Avenue and Fenton Circle.

I

Upon a vote motion Carried.

Councilman Allen said that if the people h_ve any

complaint.s to let him know and he will come back in the area.
The Mayor in reporting on the drainage problem of E..;st 37th Street told
Council that he h-.d been over the area with both the Engineer and the Attorney.

The

Attorney had suggested that if the City did nave the money and could ret do the
job as was previously outlined then the City should eliminate the water coming off
Bailes Drive going into a private drain. The Engineer is working on a pl^n to
eliminate the water from Bailes Drive going into a private drain and to take itout ItOth Street en into the creek.
The cost would amount to about 1^ percent of the cost of the first outlined
job. The drain in question wotild reman a private line. Our men could do this
work without many problems.
The Mayor reported that the report and proposed ordinance from the Planning

I

Commission was not ready as there were a few minor changes to be made and that
Olaf Walker, Chairman of the Planning Commission planned t-c present it to Council
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next meeting.
Courier.Iran Knicelcy reported to the Council that it had been practiced tc
keep the City Pool opened from Memorial Day to Labor Day. This year Labor Day

I

was September 7 and that the college students who are cur lifeguards are leaving
the last of August to go to school and the school children will be starting
school earlier, therefore the pool will close Sunday, August 30, ;:t -) :00 p.m. We
can not opperate the pool without proper lifeguards.
+ >e

Dave Sayre, th° Manager cf

pool, is missing two days of school tc help close up the pool.
The Mayor said that we were not closing the pool earlier but the Labor Day

fell at L later date in the month and school is starting earlier.

Councilman

Kniceley said that we have had an excellent ye_-r without ;,uny problems.
a fine crew of ^aple working.

We have

The Mayor said xje usually get • let of complaints

but tbas year there have been very few.

They have done an outstanding job and

that the Speci J. Ccr.imittee had also done a very good job.

Councilman Knicelcy re-

ported t h a t Mrs. Katherine Hills is teaching Instructors Classaa at the Fool aid

I

this will give us a. good selection to pick the lifeguards for next year.
Councilman Kniceley r^pci/tod 4 'hat Brookhaven residents h«ve recreational
facilities which includes a basketball court at the end cf Brookhaven Drive. He
would like to move that a street light be installed on the last pole on Broollioveii
Drive in order that the basketball court be lighted.
Conacia'-aaa Goodwin.

The Ik' 4 acr: was seconded by

Upon a vote motion c"Tried.

There being no further busi T >esa and the agenda being completed the M^yor
declared the meeting adjourned.

I
RECORDER

September 1, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, September 1, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder,
R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Kenton L. Williamson .members of the Council. Councilman Tom Waldorf being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend Harold M. Goodpaster of the Nitro Church of God gave the
invocation.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
August 18, 1970 be approved. Motion carried.
Mayor Alexander reported to Council regarding the Engineer's Plan for the
drainage problem on East 39th Street stating that a few days before he and the
Engineer had gone over the area and thott the Engineer was making a sketch of the

I

plan he proposed.
Armors Creek.

The drainage would be taken from Uoth Street road over to

The two lines on private property would be plugged off fromthe

City lines. Thereby eliminating the drainage water from Bailes Drive and hOth
Street Road going on to privateproperty. The Engineer will get the plan to the
Mayor as soon as possible.

This job can be done at about a third of the cost of

the original plan. The distance is not as great and most of the work can be
done by machine.
The Mayor informed Council that Olaf Walker, Chairman of the Planning
Commission, did not have the Zoning Ordinance completed to present it to Council
at this meeting. There are a number of changes to be made.
The Mayor in reporting on the trash pickup reminded Council that he had
told them some time ago that the City needed another turck and crew to continue

I

our trash pickup on a monthly bases or we would have to change our system.
He had discussed this service with the man in charge of the landfill. It has been
decided to have the trash pickup every othermonth beginning with the month of

January.

The Business Houses have a lot of trash and sometime it is necessary

to have extra pickups.

However, some business owners have agreed to take the

trash into the landfill themselves if arrangements can be made.

A system has

I

been set up that people who wish to haul trash, not garbage, into the landfill
may secure a permit from the garbage Department.

This permit will be dated, the

persons' name securing the permit and the number of loords they wish to dump. This
dumping can be done from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The reason for these hours is
that we have a man working at the landfill during the morning hours. The garbage
trucks do not start coming in unitl around noon. Therefore the trash can be
dumped and the garbage dumped ontop of the trash ready for covering. The permit
secured from City Hall must be presented to the man in charge of the landfill.
All persons securing a permit must be on the City's G rbage list .and the account
be paid up.
Councilman Hoke asked if the business house have beenpaying a little more
for excess trash.

The Mayor said that theBusiness H0uses garbage bill runs from

I

$5 to 85.00 a month, depending on the type of business and the amount of garbage.
Within the last week a study had been made of the Business Houses and some have
been increased.
The Mayor informed Council also that the Health Department has beenafter a
certain business house regarding the trash problem.
about a year to get himto build a bin.

The City had been trying for

In answer to Councilman Hoke's question

regarding how many place of business have trucks that they can haul their trash
away. The Mayor replied that there were quite a few of the, explaining this is
only excess trash and it will not reduce their bill. The Mayor wont on to say
that another thing that we are going to have to quite hauling are trash fromconstruction and roofing jobs explaining that some places it takes the men hours to
clean up after a construction job as the debris is not placed in boxes.

This

service cost the City too much money to do this sort of job. Councilman Hoke

I
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said that these people should be charged for this service.

I

If a person hired

someone to cut trees he should haulthem away but if he does it himself it would
be okey to have theCity haul it. The Mayor reported that our men had been
hauling some refrigerators and that this must stop. We do nothave enough men
to carry a refrigerator safely. Persons having appliances to dispose of will
have to make arrangements to dispose of them.
«

In answer to Councilman Tidquist's question onhauling of the trash it was
poinj-edoout that the provision of a permit to haul meant that individuals can
secure permits also, -^he Mayor said that the covering of the garbage and trash
was an expensive job, the men had hauled dirt last night and the loader broke
down and that we had one hired at eight dollars an hour.
The Mayor informed Council that the City of Charleston was pursuing the idea
of taking over the Charleston Transit Bus Company. The Bus Company have been

I

having problems financially and that if the City of Charleston :does not take over
the Company we probably would not have a bus service to and from Charleston and
that personally he is in favor of Charlestontaking over.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the City
Council go on record favoring the City of Charleston taking over the Charleston
Transit Company. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor told Council that Olaf Walker will represent himat the meetings
regarding the Public Transportation.
Councilman Kniceley, Chairman of the Nitro Pool Committee, read his statement to the Mayor and Council.
Mayor, Members of Council, Ladies and Gentlemen:
As most of you know I am chairman of the Pool Committee with Grace Lewis

I

and Mayor Alexander as the other members of the this committee.
Last Firday night August 28 after the pool closed, I along with my wife
and other members of the Pool Advisory Committee attended a meeting at the pool.
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This meeting or get together was asked for by Dave Sayre and all the life guards
and was OK'D by the Pool Committee.
The life guards bought with money fromttheir own pockets, hot dogs, potato

I

chips and soft drinks to show their appreciation to the committee for allthier
help and cooperationthis pool season, which by any standard you wish to choose
was the best ever for Nitro City Pool.
The life guards and dates of two of the girls swam for a short time in the
pool. No member of the Pool Committee or Advisory Commitee was in the water
at any time.
Approximately 11:00 P.M. most of us left.

Dave Sayre and some of the guards

stayed to clean the pool. When two male lief guards left they were accosted by
two men whon they believe to be Tom Reagan and Ben Savilla with the comment "you
have made the news tonight." The boys when questioned further by one of the men
asked who wanted to know and the answer was "The opposition" not knowing what the
man was talking aboutthe lifeguard asked, "the opposition to what?" The

I

answer, "The opposition to City Government. The two guards got into their car
and sent home. A picute was taken by the slender man, Dave Sayre and the
other guards left a few minutes later and as they were approached Dave, said, "I
thought I was going to be robbed since I had about $120 of the pool money with me."
The first words of the man approaching Dave were "you have made the news
tonight". Dave asked for what reason and the man said, "for having a private
party on a public facility". Dave and the guards were questioned as to who was
at the meeting and the reason for ti again was informed that they would"make
the news".

Dave went to the Bank of Nitro and again was followed and questioned.

As I stated before, this meeting was called or asked for by all life
guards and all members of the Pool Committee and Advisory Committee were invited.
This was in no way a lush=private party but a get toghether of people with mutual
appreciation. There was discussionconcerning this years operation and of ways to im-

I
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prove the pool next year and I strongly resent an indication that it was anything

I

else. My wife and I were follwed from the pool area home by someone in a yellow
Mustang.

I can only say that anyone who wants to spend their time watching me

will have a busy life.
My life is an open book, there isn't one thing that I do that I do not feel
is right.

God almighty is my overseer and to him alone am I accountable.

In discussion the Mayor said he did not know what had brought this about but
that anyone who had anything to do with it was far out of line. Councilman
Kniceley told Council that he had heard the rumor that the pictures taken and a
story was to appear in this weeks Shopping Guide. He thought this to be a direct
slam to our life guards and the youth of our City. The Mayor said that we have
had a couple of hours late swim of all the life guards during the season. The
people who have worked as a Committee to help the Pool this summer have spent

I

a lot of time and put forth a great effort and that they do not deserve to be
treated like this. He knows this group has been harassing the City Government
since the last election.
Councilman Kniceley asked Mrs. Peggy Snyder, a member of the Pool Advisory
Committee, to speak to the Council.

Mrs. Snyder said she would like to put a

challenge to the Council members and members of the opposition.
like to have some of our children attend Council meeting.
peoples side when you go exploiting them.

That she would

She is on the young

She said that she was proud of the

young people of Nitro and that we should not let them down.

She is against ex-

ploiting the young people because of political difference. There are drugs and
pot being used right in our own town. These young people need help. It may be
difficut-.lt to get life guards next year. Mrs. Snyder went on to say that she had

I

written Reagan a letter telling him of Nitro's good points.

She thought that some

of the good points should be brought out and not dig up all the dirt and that she
felt that we need an appology from this group. The Mayor said that there were

262
good people on the Pool Advisory Committee and that any person having any part of

I

this episode was stooping pretty low. He pointed out that George Hogshead's
daughter, a life guardj wasstopped by members of this group as she left the Poo}.
Friday night. Councilman Tidquist said he had heard a lot p;f good comments
about the Pool this season. He had heard no comment degrading it.
The Mayor explained that there have been a few instances where some children
had been put out of the pool for a period of time for misbehaving.

Councilman

Kniceley reported that the life guards had kept a record this summer that states
the name and reason why any particular person was put out of the Pool and that
this record is open.
Councilman Hoke said that there is an organization behind all this and we
know about what is going on. The Reverend Goodpaster asked permission of the
Mayor to speak. He said he was concerned about this incident and that he knew

I

one of the young men who is a life guard and that he is a very fine person, he
and members of the family belong to his congregation. He wanted to become involved and was willing to become involved. He would like to know what kind of .rebuttle we could have.
Councilman Hoke asked the Mayor if it was possible to get someone to cut
weeds and to sweep the streets. The Mayor said he had been considering this. He
has an old gentlemen in mind who needs the work and that he planned to hire him
two or three days a week to take care of such jobs.
There being no further business and the agenda being completed the Mayor
declared the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR
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September 15, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, September 15>, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander, Mayor, R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin,
L. I. Hoke, Hugo D, Tidquist, Tom Waldorf, and Kenton L. Will! anson members of
the Council. Grace Lewis, Recorder and Councilman Kenneth K. Kniceley being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
September 1, 1970 be approved. Motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Financial Statement
for August be approved. Motion carried.
The Mayor reported to Council that the Engineer did not have his Plan ready
concerning the 39th Street Drainage Problem and it will be carried over until the
next Council meeting.

I

The Mayor before;:calling on Mr. Olaf Walker, Chairman of the Planning Commission,
said the men on the Planning Commission have been working now for many months and
they have done a job that had we paid for this work it would have cost us 25 hundred
dollars.

They have had dozens of meetings and have spent many long hours. I think

they are to be commended for the fine job they have done. This has not cost the City
any money. Olaf Walker headed this Planning Commission and his wife did the typing.
Olaf Walker, Chairman of the Planning Commission, thanked Mayor stating he appreciated
his remarks. He said they were proud to make a final report on the Zoning Ordinance.
As we all know the City of Nitro had Zoning Ordinances in 1938 and in 19^9 some
changes were made. The Planning Commission recognized that despite all the care,
amendments are necessary from time to time. We have new developments, conditions
change and also annexations.

I

solidate this into a booklet.

In addition the Commission had be em objective to conThe document is a result of many hours of work by the

Commission. On the 22nd day of June the preliminary report was made, 30 days later
on the 27th day of July in compliance with the state statute a Public Hearing was
held.

Changes and suggestions that were made at this Public Hearing were to pro-
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tect the health and to aid with coping with thee problems and needs of the growing
population.

He went on to say the Commission stands ready to assist the Council

in any way they can in helping to consider the Zonigg Ordinance.

The changes are:

I

The area north of W. Va. Rt. 25 beginning at Blackwood Avenue extending to Gabbert
Hollow was changed from R2 to R3. The property at the intersection of liOth Street
Road and ¥. Va. 62 was changed from R3 to R2. Brookhaven Addition was given a Rl
Classification.

Mr. Walker also pointed out that the existing businesses in any of

the areas that are not in accordance with the zoning there, will be permitted to
continue the operation without restriction.

He said he would certainly want to rec-

ognize William Henson and Tom Reeves, members of the Commission. We do have other
devoted members of the Commissiom/who have given equal time, one of the members who
worked hard was Tom Townsend before becoming ill.

I am grateful to the Mayor and

Council for giving us the opportunity and time to present this Zoning Ordinance.
The book will be 8Jg x 5" and it cost 600 to ?0# a copy. This is riot a quotation
but just a figure to use.
and authorise the printing.

I recommend to the Council if it sees fit to approve this

I

If someone wanted a copy we can show it to them. The

Mayor thanked Mr. Walker and added that one of the men on the Commission was Councilman Goodwin.- A tremendous amount of work went into the effort. Olaf Walker said
that the Zoning Ordinance and the map made up the Code. The people at Sattes along
the hill signed a petition that this area above the Road be R3. Olaf Walker presented a paper titled, "Table of Area, Yard Requirements, and Building Height", explaining that this table will help see by a glance what the lot area is in this
district instead of going to the text. This can be added as an appendix in the report. Councilman Waldorf asked Mr. Walker to point out the area R3-

Mr« Walker

pointed out IjOth street and it goes to the creek and comes back to old City limit
line. He said there are three areas with Zone R3«

The Mayor stated that R3 does

permit trailers and after studying it, what it is now, it might upgrade it.

Mr.

Walker said we are going to have to have our Engineer to remake the map and it

I
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will become a part of the Ordinance when reprinted.

I

Councilman Allen asked if R2 was for Business places and if someone went out
of business can he go back into business. Mr. Walker said no,if he rebuilds he
will have to conform with that district. Councilman Allen asked what if they went
out of business.

Mr. Walker said if they go out they stay out. He also stated

that in the back of the book it will tellu-what constitutes going out of business.
It is all set out in the back of the book.
):The Mayor said it would be necessary for the Council to take steps to accept
this document and to approve what has been done here. First thing--thattthey would
have to do is set up another hearing.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, that the ordinance
be accepted for the First Reading. Upon a vote motion carried.
In the law it says the Planning Commission has to hold a hearing and the

I

Council has to set up another hearing. That hearing date would have to be publicized and fourteen days after publication the hering will be held.

Councilman

Hoke said he would want to study it. I think Council should have until the next
meeting to study it. We don't want to pass something we don't understand.

The

Mayor said he agreed that it will take a while. Mr. Walker said that he gave a
copy of the report at the first meeting and other than the changes and typical
errors it is the same. If Council wished they could order publication and in case
other changes were made at the hearing they would also have time to hear them.

It

does not become a law until after the hearing anyway.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, to have two advertisements on the l?th and the 2Uth of September and the Public Hearing on the fifth
of October. Upon a vote motion carried.

I

Mr. Walker said this will give the citizens an extra day to study this Ordinance.

He wouldnot want to deprive any citizen not to be able to make any changes

in the Ordinance. The Mayor also stated that the only thing we have tc publish

6 r*0
is the title.
The Mayor said he would like to give a vote of thanks to the Community Improvement Department of the Nitro Women'is Club. This department of the Womens club has

I

been doing a lot of work and also spent a lot of time on the Nitro Public Library.
The Mayor reporeti that the Police Reserve request money for the Clothing
Fund. We have done this in the past and they are taking in three new members and
need the additional money.

I am sure that you can see that this organization is

very much needed. The Reserve helps at Football and Basketball games, anitque car
shows, etc. They have asked for $200 be given to them for this fund.

Councilman

Waldorf said he thought they deserve it and the Reserve do good work. The Mayor
said the director of the Police Reserve is a member of the Police Department. He
also added that last year theyHogged over 700 hours of time which they helped in
various ways. Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to award them
$200 for the Clothing Fund. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen asked if this money would come out of the Police Department
Fund.

I

The Mayor replied it would come from-the General Fund.
Councilman Allen said he wouldllike to suggest that on the backside of the

landfill be properly covered. He had said he would investigate it in a month and
they are improving it.
Councilman Allen also reported that our children are sniffing glue on a stripe
of land owned by the Water Company near the back of the landfill. The Mayor said
we have tried to get the Water Company to bear down on the kids using this old
building. Up to now they have done nothing about it.
Councilman Allen said he thinks we are going to loose a child from this glue
sniffing. Councilman Hoke asked if this can be publd&ed and brought out to the
parents that the City is not going to be able to controlit if the parents are not
able to handle their own child. He thinks it should be brought o\it very plain that
it is the parent's responsibilities and not the City's. Even if the parents patrol

I

the area themselves. Councilman Waldorf suggested installing a light. The Mayor

I

informed Council that this ./was done during the day. The Mayor said other places
have been having this problem.also. It is not only glue sniffing but chemicals.
He thinks this is much worse than being drunk. The Mayor said our Police Department along with other Police Organizations have spent a lot of time and are very
much concerned.

Councilman Allen suggested letting them know that we know about it

and that we are limited to what we can do.
The Mayor said the parents are not exercising their obligation towards their
children. It was asked what the age group was and the Mayor said anywhere from
age 12 to 18.

Councilman Waldorf asked if you could publicize their names.

Mayor said no. The Mayor said this thing has gotten so bad that a parent

The
turned

to him for assitance because his daughter was taking pills. Parents don't want to
admit it. This man told him if he doesn't get her stopped she will get worse and

I

gave him his permission to question his daughter. The Mayor said it is being worked
on and the Police Department is very much concerned. Several children have been sent
to Juvinile Court. We have had as many as nine children at a time. We are
going to have to have the cooperation of a lot of people.
Councilman Hoke asked what the pavement outlook was on the Dam. The Mayor
said he was not sure of the time of completion. We asked the State Road Commission
to let the contractor do the work because he felt it would be cheaper. The Road
Commission said they would have to let their own contract for the job. We sent
them a letter three weeks ago explaining the Soil Conservation Coramissin would be
willing to help them. Councilman Allen asked if there was apy way they could keep
the dust down. The Mayor said we oiled it about 10 days ago, and the next day it
rained which made it slippery. Councilman Hoke asked about the grass seeding. The

I

Mayor said he had four bids on all the seeding. These are to be opened September 17.
Ted Burns will be here also with me and we will send the bids to Morgantown. Council-

man Waldorf asked if this included shrub and plants. The Mayor replied no. There
are 26 acres to be seeded. Councilman Allen asked if all this had to be done before turned over to the City. The Mayor informed the Council that it did.

I

There being no further business and the agenda being completed the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned.

I
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October 6, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, October 6, 1970.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis] Recorder,
R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist,
Tom Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson members of the Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend James Horton of the First Baptist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the minutes of September 15, 1970 be approved. Motion carried.
The Mayor announced Olaf Walker, Chairman of the Planning Commission, was
unable to attend this meeting, however, Councilman Goodwin, also a member of the
Planning Commission, would answer any questions regarding the Zoning Ordinance.
The Mayor reported on the Public Hearing held on October 5, 1970 that there

I

were nine persons other than members of Council attending the meeting. In answer
to Councilman Kniceley's question if there were any objections to the Zoning
Ordinance, the Mayor said that there were no objections and that there were many
comments favoring the Ordinance. A lot of questins were answered and the people
present knew a lot more about the Ordinance when they left the meeting.

Council-

man Goodwin said that the questions and the talk were more about existing problems
rather than the Zoning Ordinance.

Councilman Allen said he thought everyone had

approved the Planning and Zoning Ordinance but that the Ordinance is not good unless it is enforced and if we were not intending to enforce it, then he was not in
favor of the Ordinance. He thinks it will place tremendous responsibility on the
Building Inspector.

The Mayor said this could be possible and that"it might be

necessary to give the Inspector help.

I

It was brought out that the trailer portion

of the Ordinance will need to be watched very close. However, they have certain
areas designated for trailers and it will make it easier.

Councilman Allen stated

that just because a person has a plot map of a trailer court does not mean he will
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comply with all rules and regulations.

It will need to be checked.

The Mayor said in an area of multiple units all areas will fee included

in

the complex and in counting footage this would have to be used. This is requested
by F.H.A. and that there should not be any questions.
the overall.

I

The footage is a part of

Councilman Allen said he did not agree with this. The Playground

area and fire wall breezeway could not be counted.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question regarding the Inspector issuing
permits, the application for building permits and the permit itself is issued in the
Recorder's Office. However, the inspector goes over the plans presented, the application adn the building permit before signing the permit.
It was explained that the Building Inspector works on a fee bases and does
not have a public office to take care of the issuing of permits.

Councilman Tid-

quist said it seemed to him that we need a full time Inspector.

The Mayor replied

that the City could not afford a full time Inspector.
Councilman Tidquist said that the building of the Apartment Complex type
should have close inspection.

I

The Mayor informed that the Inspector inspects a

footer before and after it is poured then he checks the building as it is built.
There are also inspections made by a plumber and electric inspectors.
In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question as to how many permits are issued
for new homes the Recorder replied three to four permits for new dwellings are a
good estimate for three months.
The Mayor asked for the wishes of Council regarding the Zoning Ordinance which
had its first Reading on September 15, 1970.

Thereupon Councilman Waldorf moved,

seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept the Zoning Ordinance for the Second Reading
and the adoption of the Boning Ordinance in its entirety effective as of this date.
Upon a vote motion carried unanimously.

I
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ARTICLE I
Purpose

100

I

For the puspose of providing that adequate light, air, convenience of
and safety from fire, flood and other danger may be secured; that congestion in
the public streets may be lessened or avoided; that the public health, safety, morals,
convenience end general public welfare may be promoted; and the prevention or overcrowding the land, the avoidance of undue concentrations of population and to assure
adequate provision for transportation, utilities, schools, parksm, and other public
requirement s,
ARTICLE II
Title

200
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited and referred to as the "City
of Nitro Zoning Ordinance."
Definitions
201 - INTERPRETATIONS

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain tersm or words used herein shall
be defined or interpreted as follows'i
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Words used in the present tense shall include the future tense.
The singular includes the plural.
The word persons includes a corporation.
The word Lot includes the words parcel or plot.
The terms shall and will are mandatory while may is permissive.
The word used or occupied as applied to any land or building,, shall be
construed to include the words intended, arranged or designated to be
used or occupied.
"Q. The word building includes the word structure.

I

202 - MEANING OF WORDS

Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words shall, for the purpose
of this Ordinance, have the meaning herein indicated:
203 - ACCESSORY BUILDING

A building subordinante to the main-building and used for purposes customarily
incidental to those of the main building.
20k - AREA, NET FLOOR (As applied to off-stretet parking)
The area used or intended for services to the public as customers, patrons,
clients or tenants, including areas occupied for fixtures and equipment used for
display or sale of merchandise. Floor areas may be excluded which are used exclusively
for storage, housing of mechanical equipment integral with the building, for
maintenance facilities, or for those areas so restricted that customers, patients,
clients, salesmen and the general public are denied access.

I

- AUTOMOBILE REPAIR-MAJOR

General repari, rebuilding or reconditioning of engines, motor vehicles or trailer;
collision service, including body, frame or fender straightening or repair; over-all
painting of paint shop, vehicle steam cleaning.

206 - AUTOMOBILE REPAIR-MINOR

Minor repairs, incidental body and fender work, painting and upholstering, repalcement of parts and motor service to passenger automobiles and trucks net exceeding one and one half (1-1/2) tons, capacity, but not including any operation
specified under "Automobile repair-major."

I

207 - BUILDING OR STRUCTURE

My structure having a roof supported by columns or by walls designed for the
shelter or housing of any person, animal or chattel. Also includes free standing
signs.
208 - BUILDING LIKE

The line of that face of the building nearest the front line of the lot. This
face includes porches but does not include steps.
209 - COMMERCIAL
Engaging in a business, commerce, enterprise, acitivity, or other undertaking
for a profit.
210 - DWELLING

Any building designed for human occupancy.
211 - DWELLING GROUP

I

Two )2) or more detached dwellings located on the same lot and conforming to
the special conditions and requirements hereinafter set forth.
212 - ERECTED
Includes built, constructed, reconstructed, moved upon, or any physical operations on the land required for the building. Excavation, fill, drainage and the
like shall be considered part of the erection.
213 - ESSENTIAL SERVICES

The reection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or
municipal department or commissions of underground or overhead gas, electrical,
telephone transmission or distribution systems, including poles, wires, mains, drains,
sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, towers, fire alarm boxes, traffic signals, hydrants,
and similar equipment and accessories in connection therewith, but not including
building, reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such
building utilities or municipal departments or commissions or for the public health
or safety or general welfare.
2Hi - EXCEPTION
An exception shall mean the permission or approval granted by the Board of Zoning
Appeals in situations where the provision therefore is by the terms of this Ordinance.

I

215 - FAMILY

Any number of individuals living and cooking together as a single housekeeping
unit, as distinguished froma group occupying a boarding house.
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216 - FRONT YARD

The open space extending across the whole width of the lot, between the front
line of the building and the street-of-way line,
21? - HEIGHT

I

The height of a building shall be measured from the mean level of the ground
surrounding the building to a point midway between the highest and lowest points
of the roof, provided that chimneys, spires, towers, tanks and similar projections
shall not be included in calculating the height.
218 - HOME OCCUPATION

Shall mean a gainful occupation conducted by members of the family only, within
their place of residence, provided that the space used for the conduct of such home
occupation is incidental to residential use and that no aritcle is sold or offered
for sale on the premises except such as is produced by such home occupation.
219 - LAUD USE PLAN

The comprehensive, long-range plan for the desirable use of IcJid in Nitro,
as officially adopted and as amended from time to time by the Planning and Zoning
Commission; the prupose of such Plan being, among other things, to serve as a
guide for the zoning and progressive rezoning of land to meet changing community
needs, in the subdividing and use of undeveloped land and in the acquisition of land
for such public pruposes as streets, p^rks, schools, and other public buildings.
220 - LOT
The parcel of land on which any main building and any accessory buildings are
placed, together with the required open spaces.

I

221 - LOT AREA
The horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot.
222 - LOT DEPTH
The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines.
223 - LOT WIDTH
The mean horizontal distance across the lot between the side lot lines
measured at right angles to the depth.
221). - MAIN BUILDING
A structure in which is conducted the principal use of the lot of which it is
situated.
225 - MOTEL

A building made up of two (2) or more living or sleeping quarters used independently of each other and used principally for overnight ac cornraodat ions.

I

279

226 - NUN-CONFORMING USE

I

A building, structure or premises lawfully occupied at the time of the enactment
of this Ordinance by a use that does not conform with the provisions of this Ordinance
for the district in which it is located; also such use resulting from changes in
zoning districts or in textual provisions made hereafter.
22? - MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING

A building designed for and occupied exclusively as a residence for two (2)
or more families living independently of one another.
228 - NURSING, XNVALESCENT HOME OR HOME FOR THE AGED

Any dwelling with sleeping rooms where persons are housed or lodged and furnished
with meals and nursing care for hire, or a home opereated by a non-profit group
and opereated as institution.
229 - OPEN SPACE
An unoccupied space open to the sky on the same

lot with a dwelling.

230 - PARKING SPACE

I

An accessible or usable sp,,ce on the building site, at grade, above grade,
below graded level or within or on the building, at least ten (10) feet by twenty
(20) feet located off the street with access for the parking of automobiles.
(Parking sp..ce and access area amounts to about three hundred (300) square feet
per vehicle).
231 - PRIVATE GARAGE

An accessory building for the storage of motor vehiches or boats owned and used
by the owner of tenant of the lot for a prupose accessory to the use of the lot, and
for not more than one (1) additional motor vehicle owned and used by others.
232 - PROFESSIONAL OFFICE
Any office or business conducted by an individual or association who or that
must be licensed under the Laws of the State of West Virginia.
233 - PUBLIC GARAGE

A building, not a private garage, used for storage or repair of motorized permanently or temporarily mounted equipment.
23U - REAR YARD

The open space extending from the rear of the main building and along the rear
lot line (not necessarily -?. street line) and extending across the whole width of the
lot.

I

235 - ROOMING HOUSE
A building or premises other than a hotel where lodging is offered by prearrangement for a definite period for compensation of three or more persons, not
open to transient guests, in contradiction to hotels, motels, or tourist homes open
to transients.
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236 -

SIDE YARD

The open sp^ce extending between the building and the adjacent side line of the
lot extending from.:the front yard to the rear yard. Corner lots sh.-i.ll have a side
yard of the same dimension as the front yard.
237 - SIGHT LKE

I

A three and one-hrlf (3-s) foot vertical zone, eye level of the driver of a
vehicle, above the finished grade level of the cartway at the center-line of the
right-of-way.
238 - SIGHT TRAINAGLE AREA

A triangle, two (2) sides of which are formed by the intersection of street
centerlines and the third side by the sight line.
239 - SIGN, BILLBOARD OR PENN/OT
Is any writing (including letter, word, or numeral); pictorial representation
(including illustration or decoration); emblem (including device, symbol, or trademark); flag (including banner or pennant); or any other figure of similar character,
which is .-. structure or any part or is attached to, painted on,or any other iminfer
represented on a building or other structure. An illuminated sig;n located in a window
is a sign. The -~res of the sign shall include the support material from .the bottom
of the sign to and beyond the top of the sign.
2iiO - SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING

A building designed for and occupied exclusively as a residence for only one
(1) family.

I

2Ul - STREET LUIS
The line defining the edge of the legal width of a dedicated street rightof-way.
2U2 - TRAILER
A licensed or unlicensed piece of mobile equipment designed or constructed to
be towed by a motor vehicle, on or off the public highways.
2U3 - TRAILER (HOUSE OR tDBILE HOME)

Any licensed or unlicensed trailer or other vehicle desinged or used for living
or sleeping purposes regardless of whether the wheels are attached or unattached,or
a permanent or semi-permanent foundation is constructed underneath or any structures
of a permanent nature are attached thereto.
2UU - TRAILER PARK
A lot or premises occuped or designed for occupancy by two (2) or more mobile homes.
- VARIANCE

I

Authorization by the Board of Zoning Appeals to an owner in the use of land or
a structure when a literal enforcement of the Ordinance would result in unnecessary
hardship. All variances must be forwarded to City Council and entered in their Official
Minutes as a matter of public record.

2l;6 - ZONING

I

Is a legal and administrative device whereby a municipality divides its
territory into districts and applies to each district a number of regulations to
control the use of land, the height and bulk of buildings, and the are of ground
built upon.
2U? - ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
TheBoard of Zoning Appeals of the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
2U8 - ZONING OFFICER
Individual authorized by City to be the administrator of the day to day
application of the provisions contained in this Ordinance.
ARTICLE III
Districts for the Purpose of Zoning
301 - ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS

I

In order to apply the provisions of this Ordinance, the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, is hereby divided into the following classes of Districts for the purpose
of zoning.
"R-l" Single-Family Residential
"R-2" General Residential
!'R-3"
Mobile Homes and Mobile Home Park
"B-l" Local or Neighborhood Business
"B'-2" Central Business
"G-l" Heavy commercial
"I"
Light Industrial
302 - MAPS AND BOUNDARIES

A. The boundaries of these Districts are hereby established as shown on the
map entitled "Official Zoning Ordinance Map" on file in the office of the
Zoning Officer, which map with all explanatory matter thereon shall be
deemed to accompany, be, or is hereby made a part of this Ordinance. The
Official Zoning Ordinance Map shall carry the signatures of the Mayor and
the City Clerk certifying that it is the true map as adopted by Council.
All boundary and district amendments shall be identified on the map and
similarly certified.
B.

The boundaries between Districts are, unless otherwise indicated, either the
centerlines of streets or such lines extended, or parallel lines thereto,
or property lines, or other physical boundaries and delineations. Where streets,
property lines, or other physical boundaries and delineations are not
applicable, boundaries shall be determined by the use of the scale shown on
the Official Zoning Map.
ARTICLE IV

I

Application of Regulations
hOl - USE OF PROPERTY
No building orland shall hereafter be used or occupied and no building or part
thereof shall be erected, moved or altered unless in conformity with the regulations
herein specified for the District in which it is located.
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- RESTRICTIONS
A. No building or unit shall be hereafter permitted to be erected or
altered or lot size modified:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(10

To exceed the height;
To accommodate a greater number of families;
To occupy a greater percentage of lot area;
To have narrower or smaller rear yards, front yards or side yards
than is specified herein for the District in which such building
is located.
(5) To be on a site that has experienced periodic flloding.
(6) To permit a well to be drilled that may yield combustible gases
or liquids closer than two hundred (200) feet from the nearest
structure.

I

B. No part of a yard or other open space required about any building for the
purpose of complying with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be included as a part of a yard or Other open space similarly required for
another building.
ARTICLE V
"R-l" Single-Family Residence District
501 - PERMISSIVE USES

IN Single-family Residential Districts (R-l) only the following buildings
and uses are permitted:
A,. Single-family detached dwellings.
B. Educational, religious and philanthropic uses when not conducted as a
gainful business.
C. Public porks, playgrounds, playlots, and community centers not conducted
as a gainrul business.
D. City administrative buildings or public service buildings, except storage
yards or sidings.
E. Existing railroad rights-of-way, not including switching yards, storage
yards or sidings.
F. Home gardening without sale of products, providing no odor, checmial
dust producing substances or use shall be permitted.

I

502 - WHEN AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD OF APPEALS

In Single-Family Residential Districts ("R-l"), the following uses of buildings
may be permitted when authorized by the Board of Zoning Appeals as a special exception:
A.. Group housing project is adjacent to "R-2" District or if part of such
project is in "R-^." and "R-2" Districts.

B. Home occupation.
C. Cemeteries.
D. Kindergartens or nursery schools provided the pluylots are suitably fenced
or screened in accordance with requirements of the board.
E. Essential services.
F. Private non-profit recreational facilities in the nature of swimming clubs,
tennis clubs and other similar activities, when not located less thanfifty
(50) feet from any other lot in an "R" District and when the facility meets
with the parking and fencing requirements of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

I

503 - PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES

I

Single-Family Residential District, (R-l") the following accessory buildings
and uses shall be permitted:
Other accessory uses customarily incidental to a permitted principal use, including signs subject, however, to the following restrictions:
(1) Street or road signs at a height of not less than seven (?) feet above
the top level of the curb; they may have a reflective surface.
(2) Permanently illuminated, fromthe rear, signs designating the name of the
occupant and street number (numeral) may be attached to the surface of the
structure if the letters and numbers are not in excess of three (3) inchec
in height. No symbols or designs are permitted.
(3) Permanent signs shall be located at a minimum distance of four (U)
feet fromthe street or road right-or-way if no sidewalk exists and four
(i;) feet fromthe other edge of the inside walk, if such a walk exists.
These signs may have a reflective surface, but may not be illuminated
from the front of the rear.

I

(U) Temporary signs advertising the sale, rental, or development of property;
signs indicating the location and direction of premises. Permanent signs
erected by churches, schools and other institutions provided that the area
of the sign doesr.not exceed twelve (12) square feet; the light sources
must be within the sign—back or sides--but entirely within the cover
glass. The area of the sign shall include the support material from the
bottowm of the sign to or beyond the top of the sign.
(5) The bottom-most part of the sign shall not exceed the height of two (2))
feet above ground grade if not attached to a structure. No sign, permanent
or temporary,shall be installed in the sight triangle if it is in conflict
with sigh line and sight triangle requirements.
- LOT AREAS

In any
at the time
erection of
2lj.OO square

Single-Family Residential ("R-l") District, the area of lots of record
of enactment of this Ordinance shall be considered adequate for the
permissive buildings and uses, provided that they are not less than
feet.

- LOT wiiyrns
In any Single-Family Residential ("R-l") District, the width of lots of record
at the time of enactment of this Ordinance shall be considered adequate, provided
that they are not less than forty (lj.0) feet in width.
506 - FRONT YARDS

I

In any Single-Family ("R-l") Residential District, the front yards of any lot
of record at the time of enactment of this Ordinance shall be equal to the average
front yards of existing developed lots on the street on which it is located. In the
absence of developed lots along any such streets, the minimum front yard shall be
twenty (20) feet.

50? - SIDE YARDS

In any Single-Fanily Residential ("R-1") District, the Side Yards of lots
of record:-.-at the time of enactment of this Ordinance shall be equal to the average sid<
yards of developed lots on the street on which they are located, but in no case less
than (5) five feet.

I

508 - REAR YARDS
In Single-Family Residential District, ("R-2") rear yards shall not be less
than forty (Uo) feet in width.
509 - BUILDINu HEIGHT
In Single-Family Residential Districts,("R-1") single-family detached dwellings
shall not exceed two and one-half (2lg) stories or thirty (30) feet in height. Structures associated with other permissive or excepted uses shall not exceed three (3)
storeis or fifty (5>0) feet in height.
510 - OFF_STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS
In Single-Family Residential Districts, ("R-1") off-street parking and loading
requiremetns shall be scheduled according to the provisions of ARTICLE XIII of this
Ordinance.
ARTUCKE VI
"R-2"

General Residential Districts

601 - PERMISSIVE USES

I

In General Residential Districts,the following buildings and uses are permitted:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

All uses permited in "R-1" Single-Family Residential District.
Double-Family and multi-family dwellings.
Rooming house.
Tourist home, if located on a highway or major thoroughfare.
General hospital, sanitarium or nursing home not for contagios disease or
for epileptics, drug or alcholic addicts, and institutions not for penal or
corrective pruposes or the insane or feeble minded; provided that such buildings
shall be not less than fifty (£0) feet fromany other lot in any "R" District.
F. Public library.
G. Professional office in conduction with a residence, when no more than (2)
individuals are employed.

602 - WHEN AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD OF APPEALS
In General Residential Districts, the following uses and buildings may be permitted when authroised by the Board of Zoning Appeals as a special exception:

A.. Group housing project.
B. Private clubs, lodges, social or recreational buildings or properties when
not conducted as a gainful business.
603 - PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES

I

In General Residential Districts, the following accessory buildings and uses shall1
be permitted:
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I

A. All "R-l" Single Family Residential District .aacessory uses;:' .:;
mi ~HBs>8 Other: feedessory uses customarily incidential to a permitted principal
use, including signs, subject however, to the provisions of Article V,
Section 50360U - LOT AREAS
A.

In General Residential Districts no lot shall be less than U800 square feet
in area, subject however, to Ibbe provision that: this,minitatun.--a!re.a. shall
be increased by 1200 additional square feet for each dwelling unit more
than one contained in the structure.

B.

In areas in excess of twenty five (25) per cent slope, the above stated
minimum lot areas shall be increased by fifteen (15) per cent.

C. Areas previously platted into lots and recorded as a matter of public record at the time of enactment of this Ordinance shall not be subject to the
above minimum area requirements. (See supplementary regulations).
605 - LOT WIDTHS

In General Residential Districts, lot widths shall not be less than sixty (60) feet.
606 - FRONT YARDS

In General Residential Districts, front yards shall be subject to the same
provisions as specified for "R-l" Single Family Residential Districts.

I

60^-SIDE YARDS

In General Residential Districts,side yards shall be subject to the same provisions as specified for "R-l" Single Family Residential Districts.
608 - REAR YARDS

In General Residential Districts, rear yards shall not be less than forty (lj.0)
feet in width, provided however, that for any structure in excess of three (3)
stories in height, the rear yard shall be increased by five (5) additional feet for
each story.
609 - BUILDING HEIGHT
In General Residential Districts, residential structures shall not exceed two
and one-half (2%) stories or thrity (30) feet in height. Structures associated with
other permissive or excepted uses shall not exceed six (6) storeis.
610 - OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS

In General Residential Districts, off-street parking and loading requirements
shall be scheduled according to the provisions of ARTICLE XIII of this Ordinance.
ARTICLE VII

I

"R-3" Mobile Home Residential
701 - PERMISSIVE USES
In Mobile Home Residential Districts, the following buildings and uses are
permitted:
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A.

All uses permitted in "R-l" Single -Family Residential Districts and "R-2"
General Residential Districts.

B.

Mobile Home Parks when extablished and operated in accordance with published
standards of Kanawha County and the State of West Virginia in addition
to the following i
A.

I

Site of two (2) acres; twenty four hundred (2liOO) square feet of net
area per trailer unit;

B. G^f ifctrBet 'parklBgwf er onfe ;(l) Vauteo^pdrotrailed Tknitjcord.-jice with pubC . Setbacks ; foiiardsid.^nS.iaia'aceEisash.^llii^rfe'teailit • bmtc tfotppabt lof ? tMsiopen
TbkaugedlfQtiigny of the trailer site functions.
D.

E.
F.

Trailer parks will be enclosed on side yards and rear lots lines, unless
extending from one street to another. A six (6) foot wall or barrier of fire
resistant material or a strip of trees or shrubs at least two (2'): feet
wide and three (3) feet high at the time of planting which will form a
year round dense screen at least six (6) feet high within three (3)
years must be provided;
No sport or flood lights shall be sued for lighting or advertising purposes. No lighting shall shine on adjacent properties;
All points of entrance or exit for motor vehicles shall be located no
less than one hundred- twenty-five (125) feet from the intersection of two
streets.

ARTICLE VIII
"B-l" Local or Neighborhood Business District
801 - PERMISSIVE USE
In an local or Neighborhood Business District, the use of land and buildings
shall be limited to any neighborhood retail business or service establishment,
supplying commodities or performing services intended primarily for residents of the
surrounding neighborhood, such as barber or beauty shop, business or professional
office, clothes cleaning or laudry pick up station, selfservice laudry, delicatessen,
drug store, grocery store, meat market and the like.

I

802 - ALONG STATE AND FEDERAL HIGHWAYS
A.

Along State or Federal Highways, the above uses may be permitted but shall
not be limited to supplying coramoties or performing services for residents
of the neighborhood.

B.

Highway service. us§, such as antique or gift shop, gasoline service stations,
automobile sales or service garages doing minor repairs only, automobiles or
trailer sales lot, commercial parking lot, drive-in eating or drinking
establishment, motel, tourist home and the like.

803 - PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES

In
Federal
A.
B.

local or neighborhood business districts, including those along State and
Highways, the following accessory buildings and uses shall be permitted.
Accessory parking areas.
Other accessory uses customarily incidental to a principal permitted use,
including signs attached flat against a building; and elevated signs not
exceeding fifty (50) square feet in area per face, provided that these are at
least fifteen (1J?) feet from...any street right-of-way.

I
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80U - PROHIBITED USES

I

Any residential, commerical, or industrial use except that which is clearly
necessary for and incidental to the conduct of a permitted retail business or
service of the premises.
805 - LOT AREAS

In any Local or Neighborhood Business District, no lot shall be less than 7200
square feet.
806 - LOT WIDTHS

In any Local or Neighborhood Business District, no lot shall be less than
fifty (50) feet in width.
807 - FRONT YARDS

In any Local or Neighborhood Business District, no lot shall have a front yard
of less than twenty (20) feet.
808 - SIDE YARDS

In any Local or Nieghborhood Business District, common walls shall be permitted
and no side yards shall be required, provided, however, that where a non-residential use
abutts a residential district, the requirements of the residential district must be
observed.

I

809 - REAR YARDS
In Loacl or Neighborhood Business Districts, rear yards shall not be less than
twenty (20) feet in width.
810 - BUILDING HEIGHT

In any Local or Neighborhood Business District, no building or structure shall
exceed three (3) stories.
811 - OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS
In any Local or Neighborhood Business District,off-street parking and loading requirements shall be scheduled according to the provisions of Article XIV.
ARTICLE IX
" B-2" Central Business District
901 - PERMISSIVE USES

IN ANY Central Business District, the following buildings and uses only are
permitted:

I

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

All uses permitted in "B-l" Local or Neighborhood Business Districts.
Stores and shops for the conducting of any retail business.
Personal service shops, hand laundaries.
Banks, offices, and studios.
Shops for custom work. Shops for making articles or products to be sold
at retaile on the premises.
F. Restaurants, cafes, tea rooms, and similar establishments.
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G. Theaters, assembly halls, billiard or pool parlors, bowling alleys,
and other public recreational uses.
H. Other service establishements or retail or •wholesale busineses similar
in nature to those listed above.
902 - PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES

I

In any Central Business District, the following accessory uses shall be permitted:
A. "B-l" Local or Neighborhood Business District accessory \ises.
B. Other accessory uses customarily incidental to a permitted principal use.
(1) All signs overhanding public ways shall conform to general ordinances of
the City now or hereinafter adopted.
(2) Signs, parking areas, and buildings may be illuminated providing the
use of such illumination does not confuse, blind,^or distract vehicle
operators on the highways or streets.
903 - PROHIBITED USES
In any Central Business District, the following uses and buildings are prohibited.
A. "B-l" Local or Neighborhood Business District prohibited uses.
Any residential commercial or industrial use, which in the opinion of the
Board of Appeals may become noxious of offensive in a "B--2" Central Business
District.
90U - FRONT YARDS
In any Central Business District, no front yard shall be required.
905 - SIDE YARDS
Common wall shall be permitted and no side yaius are require,..

I

ARTICLE X
"C-l" Heavy Commercial District
1001

- PERMISSIVE USES

In any Heavy Commercial District, the following buildings and uses are permitted:
A. Wholesale business, warehouse, and storage areas.
B. Building material sales, not including stone crushing and concrete mixing.
C. Distribution plants, parcel delivery, ice and cold storage plants and locker
service, and beverage distributors and bottling plaits.
D. Cleaning and Dyeing works.
E. Retail lumber sales, providing that the lumber be stored within a fire resistive building.
F. Major garage, including gasoline service station and automobile body repair.
G.
1002

Contractors equipment storage.

- PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES

In any Heavy Commercial District, the following accessory buildings and uses shalj
be permitted:
A. Accessory parking areas.
B. Other accessory uses customarily incidental to a permitted principal use
including signs, subject, however, to the following stipulations:

I

OQQ

(1) The provisions for the erection of signs in "B-l" and "B-2" Districts- ^ v^
shall apply in a "C-l" Heavy Commercial District.
(2) The erection of signs and bill boards for any lawful use, provided
that the area of any such billboard does not exceed eighty (80)
square feet and the total height of the structure is not greater than ten
(10) feet above the ground surface of the lot on which it stands. Said
billboards shall be placed a minimum of fifteen from the right-of-way.

I

1003 - PROHIBITED USES
Any residential., commercial or industrial use which, in the opinion of the
Board of Appeals, may become offensive or noxious in a "C-l" Heavy Commercial District.
1005

- LOT WIDTHS

In any Heavy Commercial District tni>. lot ehallcbe les6>'fehap:..fifiiyot$©^.efSetrin width.
1006

- FRONT YARDS

In any Heavy Commercial District, no front yard shall be less than fifteen
feet on major streets. A ten (10) foot front yard shall be required on minor streets.
Mayor and minor streets shall be identified as shown on the Major Thorcmghf are Plan.
100? - SIDE YARDS

In any Heavy Commercial District, side yards shall be subject to the same
provision as specified for "B-l" Local or Neighborhood Business Districts.

I

1008 - REAR YARDS
In any Heavy Commercial District rear yards shall be subject to the same provisions as specified for "B-2" Central Business Districts.
1009 - BUII/DING HEIGHT
In any Heavy Commercial District, building heights shall be subject to the same
provisions as specified for "B-2" Central Business Districts.
1010 - OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS
In any Heavy Commercial District, off-street parking and loaidng requirements shall
be scheduled according to the provisions of Article XIII of this Ordinance.
ARTICLE XI
"1" Light Industrial District
1101 - PERMISSIVE USES

In any Light Industrial District, the following buildings and uses only are
permitted.

I

A.. All uses permitted in "C-l" Heavy Commercial District.
B. Activities of an industrial nature are permitted except uses or industrial
••processes that may be noxious or injurious by reason of the production of
eimnissiori of dust, asmoke, refuse matter, odor, gas fumes, noise, vibration
or similar substance conditions. Any use may be permitted if approved by
The Board of Appeals and subject to such conditions, restrictions and
safeguards as may be deemed necessary by such Board.
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Junk yards or automobile wrecking yards, scrap iron, scrap paper or rag
storage, sorting of bailing, provided that such enterprises are conducted
within a building or entirely within an enclosure or fence of a type which
will conceal from public view.
D. Sewage disposal plant, when operated by the municipality, all operations
and storage.

1102 - PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES
In any Light Industrial District, the following accessory buildings aid uses
shall be permitted:
A. "C-l" Heavy Commercial District accessory uses.
B. Other accessory uses customarily incidental to a permitted principal use
including signs, subject however, to the restrictions of Article X, Sections
1002.
1103 - PROHIBITED USES
Any residential, commercial, or industrial use, which in the opinion of the
Board of Appeals may become offensive or noxious in an "1" Light Industrial District.
llOli - LOT AREAS

In any Light Industrial District, no lot shall be less than 10,000 square feet
in area.
1105 - LOT WIDTHS

In any Light Industrial District, no lot shall be less than one-hundred (100)
feet in width.

I

1106 - FRONT YARDS

in any Light Industrial District, no front yard sahll be less than twenty-five
(25) feet.
110? - SIDE YARDS

In any Light Industrial District side yards shall be subject to the same provisions as specified for "C-l" Heavy Commercial Districts.
1108 - REAR YARDS

In any Light Industrial District, rear yards shall be subject to the same provisions as specified for "C-l" Heavy Commercial Districts.
110? - OFF-STREET PARKING
In any Light Industrial District, off-street parking and loading requirements
shall be scheduled according to the provisions of Article XIII of this Ordinance.
ARTICLE XII
SUPPLEMENTARY Requlations
The provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to such exceptions, additions
or modifications as herein provided by the following supplementary regulations:

I

1201-ESSENTIAL SERVICES
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Essential services as defined in the Ordinance, shall be permitted in all
districts, subject to restrictions approved by the Planning Commission with respect
to use, design, yard area, set back and height.

I

1202-STRUCTURES ON .SMALL LOTS
Notwithstanding the limitations imposed by other provisions of the Ordinance
the Board of Zoning. Appeals shall permit erection of a dwelling or structure on
any lot shown upon a platted record (in a District where permitted by this Ordinance)
separately owned or under contract of sale and containing, at the time of passage
of this Ordinance, an are.i or width smaller than that required by this Ordinance;
providing, however, that the Board of Zoning Appeals shall require yard areas and
other restrictins governed by this Ordinance eqiial to the average of those contained
on existing built-upon lots along the street on which is located the lot in question.
1203 - YARD REQUIREMENTS OF ACCESSORY USES

Not withstanding the limitation .imposed by other provisions of this Ordinance,
the Board of Zoning Appeals may permit the erection of accessory buildings and structures
within the interior one-half (1/2) of the specified sideyard'and rear yard areas;
providing however that no accessory building and structure shall be closer than three
(3) feet from the side yard line or five (J?) feet fromthe rear lot line. This accessory
building or structure side yard exception sh^ll not apply to corner lots.
120U - CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE OF SIGNS

In addition to the other requirements of this Ordinance, every sign referred to
herein, must be constructed of durable materials, kept in good condition and repair,
and not allowed to become delapidated. Each sign sh^ll be removed at the expense of
the owner when the circumstances leading to its erection no longer apply.

I

1205 - PURPOSE OF SIGN USED
In addition to the other requirements of this Ordinance, no signs, billboards,
or other advertising displays shall be permitted except those specifically pertaining to the use of the property on which they are ^.ocated. Further, all lighting
and illumination of signs shall conform to regulations.
1206 - STORAGE
No lot or premises shall be used as a garbage or stor-f-tge dump, or a dead animal
rendering plant. No manure, rubbish, or miscellaneous refuse may be stored in the open
within any district where the same may be construed as a menace to public health or
safety. No exception or variance shall be made except by amendment of this Ordinance.
1207 - SIGHT LINE (visibility at intersections)
No fence, wall, hedge, screen, sign or other structure or planting shall be
higher than three and one-half (3^) feat in toy district within the triangle area
(sight triangle) formed by the intersection of the center line of each street; the line
measured along each center line will be one hundred(lOO) feet on major streets and
eighty (80) feet on minor streets. When a major and a minor street intersect, each
shall retain their respective footage requiremtns along the center line to form the sight
triangle. Trees may be planted in this triangle area provided the lowest foliage
is eight (8) feet or higher fromthe ground.

I

1208 - FENCES, WALLS, AND HEDGES
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Ordinance, fences, walls, and
hedges may be permitted in any required yard, or along the edge of any yard provided that no fence, wall, or hedge along the sides or front edge of any front
yard shall be over three and one-half (3b) feet in height.

I

ARTICLE III
Off-Street Loading arid Parking Requirements
1301

- OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS

In all zoning districts covered by this Ordinance, the loading and unloading
of trucks and all other vehicles shall be conducted in such a manner that no part of
said truck or vehicle, or the operations of the loading and unloading shall extend
onto the adjacent sidewalk or roadway or in any other manner hinder or impede the
use thereof.
1302 - OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS

In all zoning districts, off-street parking facilities shall be proveded arid
satisfactorily maintained, by the owner of the property, for each building or land
use which is erected, englarded or altered according to the following minimum standards:
A. Auditorium, church theater, library, or other places of public assembly, at
least one (1) parking space for each four (It) seats provided for its patrons,,
basedon a maximum seating capacity, plus one (1) space for every two (2)
employees.
B. Hotel, motel, rooming house, tourist home, at least one (1) space for each
two (2) sleeping rooms, plus one (l) for each two (2) employees.
C. Restaurant or other eating place, at least one (1) parking space for each
four (U) seats.

I

D.

Hospital, sanitarium, or nursing home, at least one (1) parking space for
each four (U) beds plus one (1) space for each doctor, plus one (1) space for
each two (2) employees including nurses.

E.

Stores, at least one (l) parking space for each one Hundred (100)
square
feet of net floor area plus one (l) parking space for each two (2) employees.
Office buildings, at least one (l) parking space for each three hundred
(300) square feet of gross floor area devoted to office use (multi-storied
units must have each floor added for total.)
Industrial or manufacturing establishments, at least one (1) parking space
for each four each four hundred(UOO) square feet of gross floor area or
for every two (2) workers; the calculations which provide the greatest
accommodation shall be used.
Schools, one (1) space for each employee, including administrators arid teachers,
one (l) space for each school bus assigned to transport students; one space (l)
for each two (2) rooms for visitors (Parents, salesmen, doctors,and others)
at high schools, one (l) parking space for each five (5>) student. New high
schools or juniro colleges shall use the rated capacity of the new structure
(;;nd projected additions) and existing percentage of student permits
at existing schools, per grade classification, to determine the number of
parking spaces needed.
Dwellings, one (l) space for each dwelling unit or family in each building.
Employeed adults in rooming and boarding houses shall be considered as a family
when determining parking requirements.

F.

G.

H.

I

I.

V,

I

All parking spaces provided pursuant to the above requirements shall be on the
same lot, with the building, except that the Board of Appeals may permit peeking
spaces to be on any lot within five hundred (5>QO) feet of the building if it determines
that it is impractical to provide parking on the same lot with the building.
ARTICLE XIV
Nonconforming Uses
litOl - WHEN PERMITTED

Subject to the provisions of this article a use of a building or land existing
at the time of the enactment of this Ordinance, may be continued even though
such use does not conform with the provisions of these regulations for the district
in which it is located.
1U02 - UNSAFE STRUCTURE

Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the strengithening or restoring to a
safe condition, any portion of a. building or structure declared unsafe by a proper
authority.
1U03 - ALTERATIONS

A nonconforming building or structure may be altered, improved or reconstructed
provided such work is not to an extent exceeding in aggregate cost fifty (5>0) percent
of the fair market value of the building or structure unless the building or structure
is changed to a conforming use Labor and material furnished by the owner or leasee
must be included in the cost estimate.

I

- RESTORATIONS

Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the reconstruction, repairing,
rebuilding and continued used of any nonconforming building or structure damaged by
fire, collapse, explosion, or Act of God subsequent to the date of this Ordinance
wherein the expense of sucti work does not exceed fifty (50) percent of fiar market
value of the building or structure at the time the damage occurred. Labor and
material furnished by the owner or leasee must be included in the cost estimate.
1U05 - EXTENSIONS

A nor,conforming use shall not be extended, but the extension of a lawful, use
to any portion of a nonconforming building or structure which existed prior to the
enactment of this ordinance shall not be deemed the extension of such nonconforming use.
LU06 - CHANGES
No noncnnforming building, structure or use shall be changed to another nonconforming
use.
ll;07 - CONSTRUCTION APPROVED PRIOR TO ORDINANCE

I

Nothing herein contained shall require any change in plans, construction or
designated use of a building or structure for which a building permit has been issued
and the construction of which shall have been diligently pursued within two (2) months
of the date of such permit, and the ground story framework of which, shall have been
completed within four (10 months from the date of the permit, and which entire building
shall be completed according to such plnjis as filed, within one (1) year from the date
of this Ordinance.

Ui08 - ABANDONMENT

A conconforraing use of a building or land whichhas been abandoned shall not
thereafter be returend to such nonconforming use. A nonconforming use shall be
considered abandoned as follows:

I

A. Whenthe intent of the owner to discontinue the use is apparent,
B. When the characteristic equipment and furnishings of the nonconforming use
have been removed from the premises and have not been replaced by similar
equipment within ninety (90) days, unless other facts show intention to resume the nonconf orrriing use.
C. When a nonconforming use has been discontinued for a period of six (6) months.
D. '"'hen it has been replaced by a conforming use.
E. 'When it has been changed to another use under permit from the Appeal Board.
11*09 - UNLAWFUL USE NOT AUTHORIZED
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be interpreted as authorization for approval
of the continuance of the use of a structure or premises in viblation of zoning
regulations in effect at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance.
1U10 - DISTRICT CHANGES
Whenever the boundaries of a district shall be changed so as to transfer an
area from one district to another district of a different classification, the foregoing provisions shall apply to any nonconforming uses existing therein.
- EXEMPTION OF AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL OR MINlffACTURJKJG- U3.S5

I

Nothing contained herein shall be interpreted as aprohibitin apply to alteration
additions to, replacement of structure, or to the acquisition or use of land presently
owned by any firm or industry but not used for agricultural or industrial purposes
or to the use of acquistion of additional land which may be required for theprotection,
continuing development or expansion of any agricultural, industrial or manufacturing
operation or any present or future satellite agricultural, industrial or manufacturing
use; or manufacturing process sh,-.ll not be contrued as abandonment of agricultural
or manufacturing use.
ARTICLE XV
Administation and Enforcement
1501 - ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL
The Building Inspector shall administer and enforce the Ordinance, including the
receiving of applications, the inspection ofpremises and the issuing of building permits. No building permit or certificate of occupancy shall be issued by said officer
except where the provisions of this Ordinance have been complied with." The-^building:'Inspector shall be appointed by the Mayor.
1502 - BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED
A. No building or structure shall be erected, added to, or structurally altered
until a permit therefore has been issued by the Building Inspector. All
applications for such permits shall be in accordance with the requirements
of this Ordinance, and, unless upon written order of the Appeal Board,
no such building permit or certificate of occupancy shall be issued for any
building where said construction, addition, alteration for use thereof would
be in violation of any of the provisions of this Ordinance.

I

t
B.

MATTER ACCOMPANYING APPLICATIONS

There shall be submitted with all applications for building permits,
a copy of plans and specifications, in addition to plot plan, the exact
size and location of the building on the lot and accessory buildings to
be erected and other such information as may be necessary to determine and
provide for the enforcement of this Ordinance.

I

1^03 - CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY

A. No land shall be occupied or used and no building hereafter erected
altered or extended shall be used or changed in use until a certificate of
occupancy shall have been issued by the Building Inspector, stating that
the premises or proposed use thereof complies with the premises or propsed use thereof complies with the provisions of this Ordinance.
B. No nonconforming use shall be maintained, renewed, changed, or extended
without a certificate of occupancy having first been issued by the Building
Inspector therefor.
c. The Building Inspector shall maintain a record cf all certificates and
copies shall be furnished, upon explicit request, to any person having a proprietary interest or tenancy interest in the building affected.
D. No permit for excavation, or erection, or alteration of, or repair to
any building shall be issued until an application has been made for a
certificate of occupancy.
ARTICLE XVI

I

BOARD OF APPEALS
1601

- CREATION, APPOINTMENT AND ORGANISATION

A board of Appeals is hereby created pursuant to the provisions of Article
Five, Chapter Eight of the West Virginia State Code as enacted. The Board of Appeals
shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the City Council. Upon creation of
the Board, the members shall be appointed for the following terms; one for a termof
one year, two for a termof two years, and two for a term of three years, Thereafter as
their terms expire each new appointment shall be for a term of threeyears. Any vacancy
shall be filled for the unexpired term only. A'Board member may be removed only
for official misconduct or neglect of duty by action of City Council upon presentation
of written charges. TheBoard shall organize and elect a chairman and vice-chairman
from its membership, and shall prescribe rules for the conduct of its affairs in accordance with applicable law.
1602

- POWERS AND DUTIES
The Zoning Board of Appeals shall:

I

A. Hear ^nd determine appeals from and review any order, requiremtn, decision or
or determination made by an administrative official or board charged with
the enforcement of any ordinance or regulation adopted pursuant to sections
thirty-nine through forty-nine, Article Five, Chapter Eight of the State Code.
B.

Permit and authorize exceptions to the district regulations only in the
classes of case or in particular situations as specified in the Ordinance.

S. Hear and decide special exceptions to the terms of the Ordinance upon which
the Board is required to act under the Ordinance.

29of6theD.Ordinance
Authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terras
as will not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to
special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance will
result in unnecessary hardship, or be confiscatory and so that the spirit of the
Ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done.
In exercising its powers, the Board may reverse or affirm, wholly or
partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed
from as in its opinion ought to be done in the premises, and so that the end shall
have all the powers of the officer or Board from whom the appeal is taken.

I

1603 - PROCEDURE
The procedure of the Board shall be governed by the provisions of applicable
laws of the State of West Virginia, and such rules not inconsistant therewith, as
the Board may adopt. In general, the procedure for appeal from action of the
zoning officer shall be as follows:
A. Any appeal from the requirements of this Ordinance shall be taken by
filing with the officer from whom the appeal is taken and with the Board,
a notice of appeal, specifying the grounds thereof. The officer from whom the
appeal is taken forthwith transmit to the Zoning Board all of the documents
constituting the recording upon which the action appealed was taken.
B. The appellant shall, at the time of filing his appeal, pay the enforcing
officer a fee of ten dollars ($10) to defray or help defray, the cost of
required advertising.
C. Each appeal shall be tried on its merits at a public heraring. Notice of
such appeal shall be given by publishing in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Nitro and in accordance with applicable law. The
Zoning Board shall give additional required by law to all parties in
interest, and they may adjourn any hearing for the purpose of giving such further
notice.

I

D. The City Planning Commission shall furnish all pertinent narrative material,
maps, charts, and other data relative to the problem involved for reference
by all concerned. The Zoning Board may adjourn any hearing for the purpose
of reviewing such data as may be pertinent to the problem involved and to
request interpretations of said data by a representative of the city
piarming c ommi s si on.
E. The Zoning Board shall sit and decide each appeal within a reasonable time, and
notice thereof shall be given to all parties interested. The decision of
the Zoning Bo:;ird shall be immediately filed in its office; and if a variance
is granted, it must be entered in the minutes of the city council so as to
be of public record. In the exercise of its functions upon such appeals or
upon exceptions, the zoning Board may in conformity with law, reverse or
affirm, wholly or partly,.or modify the order, requirement, decision,
or discrimination as in its opinion ought to be made.
F. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Zoning Board or any City officer
affected thereby may appeal therefrom, within thrity (30) days to the Circuit
Court of Kanawha County as provided by the laws of West Virginia.
ARTICLE XVII

1701

Amendments
- SUPPLEMENTAL AND AMENDING ORDINANCES

I

The City Council may, from .time to time, amend, supplement or change the regulations and districts, as the same are established by this Ordnance or may hereafter be made a part thereof.

I

1702 - PETITIONS FOR CHMGS

Petitions, duly signed, may be presented to the Office of the City Recorder
requesting an amendment, supplement or change of the regulations of this Ordinance by
the planning commission or the owners of fifty (50) percentum or more of the area involved
in the petition.
1703 - ACTION BY COUNCIL

Any proposed ordinance for the amendment, supplement or change or repeal of the
zoning ordinance not origin-feting fromthe petition of the planning commission shall
be referred to the planning commission for consideration and report before any final
action is taken by City Council. Prior to the submission to City Council ofa
planning commission petition or a report on a proposed ordinance referred to it for
an amendment, supplement, change or repeal of the ordinance shall give notice and
hold a public hearing in the manner prescribed by the laws of West Virginia. Upon
receipt of the report of the planning commission, the City Council shall give notice
of publice hearing to be held on the report of the planning commission including
the proposed ordinance at least twice during the ten (10) days prior to the time
set for the hearing. More than one public hearing may be held. Upon completion of
the public hearings the City Council shall proceed to the consideration of the Ordinance.
ARTICLE XVIII

I

Validity
Should any section or porvisiori of this ordinance be decalred by a court
of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity
of this Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, and the parts of sections remaining
shall remain in effect as though the part or section declared unconstitutional had
never been a part thereof.
ARTICLE XIX
Interpretation, Purpose and Conflict
In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Ordinance they shall be held
to be the minimum requirements for the promotion of health, safety and general welfare of the City of Nitro. The Ordinance is riot intended to interfere with or
abrogate or annul other rules, regulations or ordinances of the City of Nitro provided that where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings
or premises, or upon the height of a building, or requires larger open spaces than
are imposed by other such rules, regulations, or ordinances, the provisions of this
Ordinance shall prevail.
ARTICLE XX
Remedies

I

In case any building, structure or sign is erected, constructed, reconstructed,
altered, repaired, converted, or maintained, or any building structure or land is used
in violation of this Ordinance or any regulations made persuant thereto, in addition
to other remedies provided by law, any appropriate action or proceeding, whether by
legal process or otherwise, may be instituted or taken by the City to prevent such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance, or use to restrain, correct or abate such violation, to prevent the occupancy

of said building, structure or land, or to prevent any legal act, conduct business,
or use in or about such premises.
ARTICLE XXI

I

Penalties
Any person or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this
Ordinance or fail to comply therewith or with any of the requirements thereof,
or who shall build or alter any building in violation of any detailed statement or
plan submitted and approved thereunder, shall for each and every violations or
noncompliance be guily of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined
not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than three hundred dollars ($300.00).
ARTICLE XXII
Effective Date
This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest
date allowed by applicable law.
Adopted by the City Council of the
City of Mitro, West Virginia.
Effective October 6, 1970

I
MAYOR

RECORDER

I
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The Mayor informed Council one member of the Police Civil Service Commission's

I

term has expired. That member being Paul B. Hill and that Fir. Hill wished to serve
another termand the Mayor desired to reappoint Mr. Hill as a member of the Police
Civil Service Commission.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question on his work being satisfactory the
Mayor replied that it had been. Thereupon Councilman Allen mo\ed, seconded by
Councilman Williamson, to confirm the appointment of Paul Hill as member of the
Police Civil Service Commission.

Upon a vote motion carried unanimously.

In reporting on trash dumping the Mayor told Council that about UO to £0 permits
had been issued to persons desiring to take their trash into the landfield. He asked
the Council if they had any comments. All comments seemed to be favorable.
The Mayor and Council discussed the printing of the new Zoning Ordinance. It
was brought out that we may have calls for copies and it might be wise to have
enough printed in order to furnish the demands for Building Contractors, etc.

I

The cost of the printing of the Ordinance may vary due to including of the map.
It is entent to have the map reproduced in order to fold it into the booklet.
The Mayor said that he would try to get the engineer to get the copy of the map
ready and get some figures of the printing cost by the next meeting.

Councilman

Goodwin said that we probably should have 200 copies printed.
The Mayor presented a copy of the plans of the new Apartment Complex to be
built on the old Gas Company's property on Broadway Avenue and Boundry Street.
There are 6lt units to be built. The owner has secured a permit for the first
four units. The Mayor and Council entered into a discussion of the Complex complying
with the Zoning Ordinance just passed.

It was pointed out that Mr. Rhodes, Building

Inspector, wouldhave to check this building very close.

In questions of the width

of the street the Mayor said that we could request them to go to a 30ft. Street.

I

Councilman Allen commented on the area containing the required sq. ft. for
multiple family use.

It is 148 hundred feet.

Councilman Allen said the Builder should comply with the Ordinance.
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It was pointed out that in 1968 the Planning Commission and Council had passed
a resolution permitting this complex to be built on this property. The Recorder was
requested to secure the necessary information regarding the resolution as past by

I

the Council for the next Council meeting and that the Building Inspector be asked
to attend the next Council meeting.
Councilman Tidquist said the people in Valentine Circle has asked about the
survey requested some months ago for street lights in their area. The Recorder
informed that the Appalachian Power Company has been requested to make this survey,
however, they have not reported to us.
Councilman Tidquist informed that he had a number of complaints regarding the
noisy motorbikes.

In answer to Councilman Hoke's questions regarding the law on

motorbikes, the Mayor said that if the owner does something to the bike to make
unnecessary noise and it can be proven then something can be done about it but as a.
rule motorbikes are just noisy. The Police spend a lot of their time checking the
motorbikes.

I

Councilman Allen said that sometime ago he had asked for a fire hydrant to
be located on iiOth Street roa.d. They have put several trailers in. The Mayor informed that to get a fire hydrant in this area it will necesitate new lines to get
enough preasure for a hydrant.
Councilman Allen suggested putting a school crossing sign on ij.0th Street near
Summers Grcvery. VJe need either a. sign or a painted cross walk. The Mayor said that
the street road commission would have to put up a sign however we could paint a cross
walk and that he would see thtJ.t this wa,s taken care of.
Councilman Allen reported on a ditch located on Frederick Street where the water
is riot draining.

The Mayor said that this ditch had been cleaned .and dug out a number

of times but that some people in that area continued to put trc.,sh and debris in the
ditch.

He would have our man dig the ditch out again.

In answer to Councilman Hoke's question regarding water and sewer problems in

I

a trailer court the Mayor said that they would have to be approved by the St-te

I

Health Dep'-irtraent.
Councilman Goodwin reported that he had read in the newspaper that the Federal

Governinent had released money for cities for install-itiin of sewer lines.
The Mayor said that our engineer had checked into this and so far there has
been no money for sewer lines.
Councilman Allen asked the question of the City's intention as to going out side
the City limits in an effort to control building.
The Mayor said that that would be our next step to go to work on and that we
have our zoning worked out that the Commission would st.;(rt to work on the Comprehensive Planning.
There being no further business and the agenda being completed the Mayor
declared the meeting adjourned.

I
MAYOR
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I
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October 20, 1970
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, October 20, 1970.
There were present:

W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, R. V.

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I, Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom
Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson .members of the Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Father Swallow of the Holy Trinity Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, the minutes of October
6, 1970 be approved.

Motion carried.

Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the Financial Statement
for the month of September be approved. Motion carried.
Bids for the cost of printing the Zoning Ordinance was presented to the Council
as follows:
Plastic

Paper

200
Kenawha Valley
Leader
"
St. Albans
Advertiser
Charleston
Printing

500

200

500

$335-00

$7U5-00

$320.00

$551-85

$298.00

$1+15.00

$260.00

$320.00

$395-00

$535-00

I

The Mayor told Council that we had secured a bid for paper backing since plastic
seemed to run so high.

Councilman Allen said that for the purpose that he thinks the

paper covering would be all right.

It was the opinion of Council that paper back

covering would be just as serviceable.

In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question

regarding the map to be included in the booklet the Mayor said that, it was to be
folded in.

He also told the Council that there were about twenty (20) copies to be

given away to members of the Council, members of the Planning Commission and members
of the Appeal Board.

It was decided that we should have printed 5CO copies and. that

they would be made with punch holes to make it convenient to include any changes made

I
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to the Ordinance. Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, to have

I

^00 copies of the Zoning Ordinance printed by the lowest bidder, 3t. Albans Advertiser. Upon a vote motion carried.
A portion of the minutes of June 18, 1969 meeting were presented to Council.
At this meeting Council acted upon recommendation of the Plaining Commission by inacting an Ordinance amending and supplementing existing zoning and fire zone ordinances of the City by allowing and permitting Apartment Buildings to be constructed
and erected on property bounded on the South by Boundry Street and on the west by New
York Central Railroad right-of-way and the east by Broadway Avenue and on the north
by the 10 foot easement conveyed to the United Fuel Gas Company. Said easement extending to the New York Central Railroad right-of-way.

The Ordinance also stated that

any existing Ordinance or Ordinances limiting or restricting the property herein
described contrary to the use specified in this Ordinance will hereby be ammended to

I

conform heretoo.
The Mayor stated that this Ordinance gives the owner of this property the right
to proceed with the Apartment Complex.
Mayor Alexander reported that our men had installed the cross walk on l;0th Street
for the school children. Bob Titus of the Department of Highways told him that
proper signs would be put up as soon as possible.

The Mayor also reported that our

men were opening the ditch on Frederick Street. Councilman Allen said they had done
^ good job.

The Mayor said that he did not think that they had completed dressing

up the job.
A letter, from the Muscular Destrophy Association of America, Inc., Charleston
Chapter was presented to the Council, requesting permission to hold their annual fund
raising campaign during the period of November 15>, to December 15, 1970 and house to
house march on December ^} 1970.

I

Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman

Kniceley that the Muscular Destrophy Association be granted the requested permission.
Upon a vote motion carried.
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The Mayor told Council that Halloween had been set for the towns in the Valley

I

for October 31, 1970.
In reporting on the Bomb Scare at the Nitro High School the Mayor told Council
that he was of the opinion that we should have an Ordinance providing for some penalty
on offense of the false reporting of bombs. It had to be stopped. We can not keep
taking the children out of school and keeping them out for hours while the building
is being checked. It disrupts the school completely.

He has two people appearing

before him in Friday night court on a charge of falsely reporting a bomb.
He told the Council that he had secured a copy of the State Law concerning falsely
reporting bombs and asked the Recorder to read the Law to the Council.
Repealed by Acts 196?, c. ihO, effective July 1, 1969.
61-6-17. False reports concerning bombs or other explosive devices; penalties.
Any person who shall impart or convey or cause to be imparted or conveyed any
false information, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe such information
to be false, concerning the presence of any bomb or other explosive device in, at,

I

on,near, under or against any dwelling house, structure, improvement, building, bridge,
motor vehicle, vessel, bOo.t, railroad car, airplane or other place, or concerning an
attempt or alleged attempt being made or to be made to so place or explode any such
bomb or other explosive device, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than five
hundred dollars,or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, or,
in the descretion of the court, by both such fine and imprisonment.
Justices of the peace shall have concurrent jurisdiction with circuit courts of
the offense set out herein.

(1969, c. 38.)

EFFECTIVE DATE - The act adding this section was passed on Jen. 28, 1969, and made
effective from passage.
In discussion of the Law it was pointed out that if we ho.ve this Law on our books
and the youngsters know it that it may stop somg of the false reports.

In answer to

I
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Councilman Kniceley's question on the use of the Law, as it is now, the Mayor said

I

now that since we do.'.not have an Ordinance that the only thing he can do is to send
a person to Circuit Court for the offense. However, should the person be a juvinile
then they are sent to the Juvinile Court and tried. The Juvinile Court has the right
to remind a person back to the City to pay a fine.
In discussion the Mayor and Council talked abou the evacuation of the school
and the necessity of having the school evacuated whether or not the school officials
felt it necessary.

The school in reporting these calls Celled the Police Department

and the Fire Department and these scares can not be ignored.
with the City.

The responsibility lies

It is up to the Police Department and the Mayor to take the responsi-

bility of evacuating the schools.

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman

Tidquist, that the Attorney be asked to prepare an Ordinance on false reports concerning bombs or other explosive devices. Upon a vote motion carried.

I

Councilman Tidquist reported that in his neighborhood someome is doing some shooting of guns d.uring the daytime. A window had been broken by 3. gun shot and also P dog
hod been hit. The gun being used is a 22 pistol.

The-people living in this area are

getting upset about this. He says the shooting is coming from the river direction and
that it was necessary to find out who is doing the shooting.
Councilman Tidquist said that the Street light on Third Avenue near the 31st St.
area h:;d been installed.

This matter will be checked.

The Recorder informed that Mr. Judy of the Appalachian Power Company had called
saying that he did not h-'-.ve the m,,p assembled for the recommended installations for
Valentine Circle. However, he did give the following information.

At the present

time our lighting consist of 3-1000 lumen, 2-6000 lumen and 1-3500 mercury vapor in
service.

I

The Power Company proposes the 3-100 lumen and 2-6000 lumen be replace with

35>00 mercury vapor. The installation on present poles of an additional 5-3^00 mercury
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vapor, setting three new poles with 35>00 mercury vapor.

This will make a total of

I

llj.-3500 mercury vapor at a cost of $2.05 per month increasing the monthly bill $1S3.80.
Mr. Judy said he will have the:..map and full recommendation ready for the first Council
meeting in November.
Mayor Alexander reported about a lady that had fallen and hurt herself on Second
Avenue at 19th Street.

She had brought her hospital bill amounting to approximately

$82.00 into the office and wished the City to pay the bill.

She says there is a raised

place in the sidewalk that she stumbled over causing her fall.
The Mayor asked the Council that before making any decision ho would like to have
the Council members check this street.
Councilman Hoke proposed that the lady make a complete written report on what
happened, how it happened, time of day, day of week, weather condition and. witnesses.
The Mayor told Council that an Insurance Company is making a complete survey of
the City's property in an effort to give us complete coverage on all types of Insurance,
Their survey will determine the kind of Policy. They will determine everything in the
survey, they requested the amount of sidewalks, sewers, and streets in miles.

I

Such

a policy would include the Pool and Park Insurance, both insurances premiums are exceedingly high.
Councilman Allen-said he would like for Council to send a letter to V. K. Knapp
asking him to either replace or repair the sidewalk on his two lots on 23rd Street.
The sidewalk is very dangerous.
The Mayor said that the Attorney should be requested to write an Ordinance regarding sidewalk repairs and placing the responsibility and that we should have an Ordinance
regarding the removal of snow and ice from the sidewalks.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the Mayor
declared, the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR
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November 3, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, November 3, 1?70.
There were present: W. W. Alexanderj Mayor, Grace Lewis, Recorder, R« VAllen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Koke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Kenton L. Williamson, members
of the Council. Counc:'l:nan Hugo D. ^'idquist end Tom Waldorf being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend Kenneth Ball of St. Paul's Methodist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilnaii Hoke, the minutes of October
on
£w, IQ7r>
L; K. .

Luke Michael, Attorney, presented copies of three Ordinances to members of the
Council. The first Ordinance relating to any person who shall knowlingly impart
or convey false information concerning bombs or other explosives and providing penalties for violation of this Ordinance. The second Ordinance placing the responsibility

I

on property owners and occupants to remove snow, ice, water and rnud from sidewalks
and providing penalties for violation.

The third Ordinance requiring the abutting

property owners to lay, maintain, and keep in safe repair sidewalks and providing
penalties for violation thereof, and reimbursement to City.
The members of the Council and Mr. Michael discussed these ordinance.

Mr.

Michael pointed out the bomb Ordinance coincides with the State Law in its entirety.
In discussing the Ordinance pertaining to sidewalks, Mr. Michael pointed out
that this gets complicated and he advised the Council to study this Ordinance, He
pointed out that the Ordinance on cleaning sidewalks of snow and ice is pretty clear.
The Mayor told Mr. Michael that the Council is more concerned with proprty owners
making repairs of bad places and breaks in the sidewalk instead of having sidewalks
built where there are no existing sidewalks.

I

He added what they h .id in mind was to

take care of existing sidewalks that had deteriorated.

In answer to Councilman Hoke's

question on a person fulling and hurting themselves on a sidewalk built by the
property owner, is the property owner or City that gets sued. Mr. Michael referred
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to the second page, second paragraph of the Ordinances.

Both the property owner

and the City could be sued.

^1

Mr. Michael asked that the Council give him more complete information of the
outline on what they want in the Ordinances.
Councilman Hoke moved,, seconded by Councilman Allen, the Council study the two
sidewalk Ordinances before making any decision.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept for first
reading the following Ordinance on bomb scares.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Mr. Michael pointed out, that where there are several tenants you h ave the question
whether to require all the tenants or one tenant to clear the walks of snow and ice.
The Mayor said he felt the responsibility should beathe property owners.
The Recorder read the recommendation from Appalachian Power Company concerning
lights in Valentino Circle.

Recommendation is as follows:

Present lighting for this location consists of 3-1000 lumen; 2-6000 lumen incandescent units:and 1-3500 lumen mercury vapor units as well as leaving the 1-3UOO
lumen existing unit in place.

I

In Addition to these 6-3500 lumen units, 5-3500 lumen

units installed on new wood poles along the northeast side of the Circle for a. total
of lU-3500 lumen mercury vapor units.

The installation of the new poles would, however,

depend upon the cooperation of the property owners in this particular area.
Cost of this proposal to the City would be reflected as follows:
Proposed Lighting - Valentine Circle:
lU - 3500 lumen M.V. 3'i'. Lts, at $2.05 ea. per mo. =

$28.70
$28.70

Present Lighting - Valentine Circle
3-1000 lumen Incand. St. Lt. @ $1.30 ea. per mo.
2-6000 Lumen Incartd. St. Lt. & $2.50 ea. per mo.
1-3500 Lumen M.V. St. Lt, y $.205 ea. per mo.

3-90
5-00
2 .C_|
$10.?5
$10.>5

Net Increase in Monthly
Billing
'

$17-75

I
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Mien, to accept the proposed

I

plan for lights on Valentine CircJ-e

Upon a vote motion carried.

Regarding the light on Third Avenue close bo 31st Street Bridge it was reported
that there is a light across from the old Sha'ttblin House and the Mayor said you have
four lights in an area of 300 feet. Two on Third Avenue and the other two are located ?t the ends of 29th Street and 30th Street.
The Mayor said his recommendation would be to upgrade the present lights.

The

Mayor suggested the Council check this area at night and decide whether they should
be upgraded.

He felt that this would be the solution to this problem.

The Recorder read a letter from Mrs. Layton as follows:
October 2?, 1970
To whom it may concern:
This is the report on my accident that you asked for.

I

It happened on September

30, at 9-00 A.M. Wednesday morning near the cornier of 19th Street on Second Avenue.
This was between l8th £- 19th.
There is a wide crevice between the cement blocks and one block is quite a bit
higher than the other.

I was wearing my work shoes that have s. thick sole, and the

high place in the one block is what caused my fall.
I was stunned for a few minutes I guess because the next thing I knew a Mr.
Kermit Null was helping me to my feet.
He took me to Dr. Hogshead's office but I was bleeding so bad Connie sent me on
to the hospital. Jlr. Ivull took me to my home and ray husband went with me to the
hospital. You have the statement from there for ray treatment.
A Mrs. Wyatt one of the teacher's from Mitro Elem. School also seen Mr. Null
when he helped me up. He went to the school and told them about my accident as that
is where I am. employeed.

I

I was not able to work that day.

I went on the following Monday and Dr. Hogshead removed tihe stitches from my
eye.

You can get a statement from him I'm sure.
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The weather condition had nothing to do with my fall. There is piece out of the
sole of my shoe on the toe caused from the high block of sidewalk.
to .show you the place in the sidewalk where I fell.

I will be glad

L

I

ilrs. A. L. Lpyton

The Attorney asked when the f?le for damages had been presented to the office.
The "ayor told him the dny 'after- the "-accident occured, they brought their bill in
for the doctor and the hospital.
The Mayor informed Mr. ilichsel further that the Council had -sked that. -trs.
Lnyton make a statement relating to her fall on the sidewalk and that this letter was
answer to their request.
The Council members had not looked at the sidewalk in question.

Mr. Ilichael

soid the first thing to do is to check the defects. If we should p^f this we would
be setting some kind of precedence.
Councilman Hoke movod., secondded by Councilman Kniceley, this matter be tabled
until the next meeting to give the Attorney an opportunity to chec!" further. Upon

I

a vote motion carried.
The Mayor informed-Council that the Fire Department kitchen needs some repairs.
Their plans are to install c?binets> s corner booth for a corner table, install new
kitchen sink and paneling. The cost of rep-drs amounting to $6.30.00 for materials
and the Firemen will do the work. The I-byor s^id that personally he thinks the repairs are needed if we can find the money to take care of this removeling.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to permit the remodeling
if the money is "v?il-ble. Ubon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder read the recomin.end.itions as follows from, tho ir?:::oers of the- Police
Department.

Copy recommendation.
The Members of the 1-litro Police Department wish to present
the following recommendations to the Nitro City Council.

1.

Each member receive an. additional week vacat-io-p to compsns.fe.te for the holidays
each member works through the fiscal ye^c. This will be no additional cost to
the City, nine (/) days p--y w? 11 be saved. P year.

I
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2.

I

Sick leave at present is fifteen (.15) days per year, but doesn't take effect
until the i|th day of sickness. Which means if a irioji was off three (3) days
sick he would lose three (3) days p a y . We feel th ;t our Dep-rtinent should
have sick leave from the 1st day,, because past records will show that this
Department has never abused this benefit;

3-

Our clothing allowance which is new set for six (6) men, should be raised to
falce c ,re of nine (9) men. It was set up for $100.00 per man, when we had
six (6) men, we no" have "ins ( > ) men, therefore it should be raised $300.00,
to make a total of $900.00.

k.

A wage increase of $25". CO per month, or an ecm-l amount paid on group insurance
for each man. If the budget cannot affordthia expense, we suggest that the
garbage fees be raised $1,00 per month, or by some other additional means.
Signed,
C. A. Palmer
I). F. Johnston
J. W. Hall
P. R. lie Coy
T. Bl^singim
K. R. 'Webb
W. P. Jones
R. E. Arbaugh
Dave Walter

I

The Mayor said that the employees should b,,ve additional increase in salary.

In order to takec^re of these needs we will need additional money.

Regarding the

recommendation on sick leave the liaaor pointed out that this Department was not bad
about being absent.

Re felt that if additional money ccnald be raised the employees

should have an increase.
Councilman Allen asked how our Department compares with other Police Departments.
Sgt.

i;1cCoy

informed that I -litre was the lowest i n the V a lley.

Patrolman Webb said

St. Alb ens gets $23'. 00 per month plus a wee];: and half of hospotalization paid.

St.

Albans .also has two weeks vacation after the f i r s t ;-e;..rs service raid three weeks vacation after three years service.

'-.cation will compensate holidays warked.
Councilm.- n Knicelny said t r r t some of tha r^c era-end at ion 3 of the Department can

I

be taken c~ro of without funds.

It is a matter of change of policy.

The 1-layor pointed out t h a t everthing we buy has increased in price.

The income
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from the Garbage Dep-•••rti'iiervb is not keeping pace with the operations of the Garbage
l!ep,>rtmer.t and. that we may need to find some other ways to bring in revenue.
The uayor expl,-tried to Council that the Garbage was being dumped at the present
tine on a track of land owned by the City on Poca River.
that our trucks could nob get in and out of the landfill.

I

The weather had been so b.;;.d
Before going to the new

landfill we had check the matter out with the County arid Stat.e Health Departments.
In discussion of the request of the Police Department, Councilman Hoke said
he understood if they were off three days or more the man gets paid for the
first three days.

It was pointed out that that is not how the Ordinance reads.

Ken Webb said he does not feel that the Police Officers should be classifed
with men in the Garbage Department.

The Police Department ±z m-.jie np of healthy

iiie ii •
The Kayor s.-aid again that the Policemen do not take time off for sick leav»,
the other departments do.

Councilman Kniceley asked if all City attack these

situations in the same manner.
said he did not think so.

Are all employees treated the same.

Sgt. He Coy

I

The Mayor said he would get the informiicn from other

towns to compare xitith OUTS by the next meeting.
Councilman Allen suggested that a copy of the recommenddatiens and information
from other towns be sent to the Councilman to study before th? next meeting.
Councilman Kriceley said that it was the Police Committee's responsibility
to work out these problems and it was going to require a lot of work.
There being no further business and the agenda ha.vinj been completed the .'•!•?,/or
declared themeeting adjourned.

RECORDER
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November 17, 1970

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, November 17, 1?70.
There were present:

W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, R. V.

Allen, £. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Knicley, and Kenton L. Williamson,
members of the Council. Council1"er Hugo D. Tidquist and Tom Waldorf being absent.
The meeting WPS criled to order by Mayor Alexander.
Tho Reverend James Norton of the First Baptist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
November 3, 1970 be npproved. Motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kriceley, the approval of the
Financial Statement for the month of October be approved. Motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Ordinance relating
to any person who shell knowingly impart or convey false information concerning

I

bombs or other explosives and providing penalties for violation of this Ordinance
be accepted as the second reading.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Council^an. Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to adopt the Ordinance
concerning bomb scares. Upon a vote motion crrried.
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO All! PERSON
¥110 SHALL KNOWINGLY IMPART OR CONVEY"
FALSE INFORMATION CONCERNING BOMBS OR
OTHER EXPLOSIVES AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE
3E IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIT^ OF NURD :
It shall be unlawful for any person to impart or convey or cause to be conveyed
any false information, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe such information,
to be false, concerning the presence of any bomb or other explosi\e device in, at, on,
near, under or agaiiaab -ny dwelling house, structure, improvement, building, bridge,
motor vehicle or other place, or concerning an attempt or alleged ?t teir.pt being made

I

or to be made to so place or explode any such bomb or other explosl\e device.
Any person who shall violate tins ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
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and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less thaa Pifa;

I

Doil-rs, ($50.00) nor more than Five Hundred Hollars, ($500.00) or by imprisons
for not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
This ordinance shall become effective as of the date of passage.
P-.sn-.-ge date November 17, 1970.
In discussing the Ordinance placing responsibility on property owner • nd occupants to relieve snow, ice, water and raud from sidewalks and providing for peanluios
for viilation, it was brought out that property owners were concerned with this
Ordinance as they h...ve been Asking the aiayor and ineMners of the Council about it

after

re^dia? of the introduction o r the Ordinance at the l.-.st Couricil laeeting.
Councilman Allon srid he h-:d been asked by sone people of tho Church as to w^o
w--^ liable for the church, was it the trustee?

fruotee ! s respOiiSibiiia^ .

Mr.riichael, Attorney, "-:'d wh': e"^

It is also necessary to include churches in f ^ i s Ordinance.

Cuunciln^i --Hen also questioned the word pavement in aha second paragraph.,

hr.

I

i-lioh;:el. said that f h ia cculd be striken out, that probably shaula ha.ve read dr:'vewc,ys,
_.s that was whatit was inte/Kled for.
p^/e/.ient.

i']r. ,'lichacl receiiimonded strikin.g ent -hVi£ woT'd

C-::i'::oili:a.n Gooaw:;n asVed if this was an Ordinance th't can be enforced.

The i lay or replied that fscyie people may not have any one to cldai. the sidewalks and &
lot of people are not physically able to clean theiui
CouVicilraaii Hoke S'dcl he felt the time should be changed to twelve hoars instead
of tliree hours for re.idoval of the snow.
CounciLnan Goodwin asked if this snow ,;.nd ice Ordin::nce coiCLd be incorporated
in section three of try-; second Ordinance,
>, in chaise of a buildin™.
be

lir. atichael "aid ;:.!£ o le occap^.-A coi.1.].r1

Sci.ia people Own severaJ- houses raid the owners ^cn not

always take c re nf these Matters a^d that One of the tenna.nts could bo ia charge.
Ho pointed cu^ that if a building has two tenaants the l,:,w is th..;;, the owner must
take c^re of the clemming of snow and ice because of a difference of ^pinion, belter
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any king, and of oil persons having charge o.f churches and public buildings of
every r!eseripti::a, 3id o ~ 4.;:o owners of unoccupied, houses, stores, shops, garages,
buildings or tenements of any kind raid of the oilers of vacant or unimproved lots,

I

situated along an any pu.ved street of the City of Kitro, and of their -gents, within twelve hours, after the fall of any snow, to remove and cle.oi' away such ^now
or cuaso the same to oe remove<~i. cr cLeered -•'may from the pavements or sirte^alks
fronting such h^nj-es. stores, shops, garages, building,churches, public builiings,
tenements or lots, in such -? manner as to leave the sidewalk clem, and free t'roia
snow and. in such manner as to not obstruct the passage of water in the gulters.
If such snow shall f.j.11 between the hours of six o'clock in the evening and six
o'clock in the morning, then such snow shall be removed or cleared away before six
o'clock in the evening.
Likewise, it shall be the duty of the persons as classified md described in
the forernentioned paragraph, to keep the pavements and sidewalks in front of their
respective described property free of rnud, ice and other such forms of nuisance,

I

so that the persons using same may proceed over the same unobstructed grid safely.
Any person failing to remove or cause the removal of snow, ice, mud, water,
etc. in accordance with tie proviaicas of this Ordinance,, shall upon conviction be
fined nob less th.-ui one dollar, ($1 .00) nor more than Twenty Five Dollars, ($25-00).
Upon failure to remove or cause to be removed said snow;

rv md,

ioe, water, etc. ir

accordance with the provisions hereof, the Mayor, slia.ll without notice, remove the
same and report to the Council the cost and expense thereof.

Such cost .and expense

may be assessed against the person and property delinquent, which shall be in
addition to the penalty provided for herein.
All ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict vith this ordinance are hereby repealed.
This Ordinance shall become effective as of the date of passage.
Date of Passage

I
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The Council proceeded bo discuss the Ordinance requiring the abutting property

I

owner to lay, maintain, andkeep in safe repair sidewalks and provide penalties

for violation'thereof and reimbursement to City.
Councilman Allen questioned section one of this Ordinance.
coranended striking the complete section one out.

i-Ir. Michael re-

Also strike the word such out of

the second section.
Councilman Goodwin suggested renumbering the Ordinance.

Councilman Goodwin

moved; seconded by Councilman Kniceley to accept the Ordinance with necessary
changes for the first reading.

Upon a vote motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE ABUTTING
PROPERTY GVJN3R3 TO LAY, IiAINTAlN, AMD
KEEP IN SAFE REPAIR SIDEWALKS All
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF, AND REIMBURSE'EOT TO CITY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY TIC COMISN COUNCIL OF TIE CITY OF NTTRO:
SECTION 1.

I

Responsibility of Property jO_wner__to Repair Sidewalk.

It shall be the duty of all property owners and agents to repair any sidewalks,

abutting upon the property owned, by him, or in his charge,or relay the sarae whenever it becomes in bo.d repair, or whenever the same for any reason is not in conformity with the rules .and regulations and specifications adopted or prescribed by
Council.

In any event he shall do so within thriby (30) days after receiving notice

from the Council, or Mayor, requiring him to repair or relay such sidewalk.
SECTION 2.

Care and maintenance of sidewalks:

It shall be unlawful for the owners and. occupants of lots and laid in the business
and residential sections of the City to -'How rubbish, trash or unsightly matter of
any kind to accumulate and remain upon any sidewalk abutting their property,or permit grass and weeds to grow or remain upon the sidewalks abutting their property.
any person owning said property, or occupant, fail to comply with this section

I

after three (3) days notice, the Nayor may have the grass and weeds cut, arid such

rubbish and trash removed, and shall charge the expense thereof to such owner or

If
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occupant, ,...nd such ch-.'.rge shall be alien upon the property of such owner and may

I

"be collected in the same manner as taxes are collectedurider the general laws of
this st-,te.
SECTION 3.

Property Owner to Indemnify City Against Liability^

In the event that the City shell be sued and forced to defend against a person
injured by reason of a public sidewalk being out of repair, or by an obstruction
cause by the accumulation of ice end snow or other obstruction, the property owner
owning the property abutting the sidewalk arer<, where the injury occured shell in
addition to the penalties hereinafter prescribed, fully indemify and save the City
harmless from all causes of action caused by the wrongful failure to comply with
the foregoing sections.
SECT 1011 h.

Penalties;

If any person, firm or corporation, shallviolate any of the foregoing Sections
1 and 2, and found guilty, he or they shall be fined not less thro tea dollars,($10.00

I

nor more than One Hundred Dollars, ($100.00) which shall be in addition to any
charge or expense assessed -?ginst such owner, as provided in this Ordinance.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict w i t h t M s ordinance are
hei-eby repealed.
This ordinance shall become effective as of the dateof passage.
D,ite of Passage

.

The Mayor asked if the members of the Council had looked at the sidewalk area
where Mrs. Layton fell.

Councilman .Allen said that he had locked at the sidewalk

but did not know where she fell.
of a crevis.

Councilnuxi Kniceley said that the crevis is not much

Mr. Ilich ,el said he had been unable to fine the place where Mrs.

Layton b .d fallen.

He suggested that the Police Officers make an investigation
»

and also ask Mrs. Layton to point out the spot where she fell -and that a mold, be
made of this section.
should have witnesses.

Also that they take pictures of this section and that they
The Council decided to have this investigation made and

I
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bring the information to the next CounciL.J'feeting.

I

The Mayor told Council that he had. secured the irif crmationf rom other towns

regarding salaries, vacations, sick leave and so forth for the employees. They

had mailed, copies of same to all members of the Council.

He also had secured from

one town a copy of their financial statement for the last fiscal ye <~r -and shall try
to get financial statement from another town that would be comparable to Nit.ro.
lie suggested and thought it necessary to have a meeting of the members of the
Financial Committee and Police Comrdttes -and ask that the Council meet in executivesession an the 30th of November at 7:30 P.M. At that time the Council can discuss
this matter freely.
The Mayor informed Council he had one other matter that was not on Lhe agenda
which had been called to his attention by some of the neighboring towns and that was
giving the office workers Friday the d,,y following Thanksgiving off.
it was the tifee of the month when we could do this.

I

He felt that

He also informed that our

office employees come in freuqently at night and work.

In answer to questions on

how this would affect the other employees, the Mayor sa:d that it would, not affect
them.
In answer to Councilman Hcka' s question if the Garbage ;:evi would work that
day the Mayor replied yes.
Councilman Moke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin to approve closing the
offices in the City Hall, Frdiay, Novei.'iber 27, 1;;7C.

Motion carried.

}(er t/ebb asked how WPS the vacation m.,.tter in their recommendation going to
affect their pay.

Councilman Hoke said that these matters would be worked out.

There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor declared the meeting adjourned.
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fined not less than Cne Dollar ($1.00), nor more than Twenty Five DC 11-ors ($2^.00).
Upon a failure to remove or cause to bo removed ''-id snow, inud, ice. w a f e r , e t c .
i-i Accordance with the provisions hereof, the Mayor ''-i^j, without, notice, remove the
ssrio and report to tlie Council t.ho cost aid expanse thereof.
may he assessed agai;;-t the

I

Such cost --r-d erpense

person and property., delinquent, which shall be i v : addia

to the penalty provided for herein.
All ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby
repealed.
This ordinance sh 11 become effective as of the date of passage.
Dateof Passage

Deceirsber 1, 1970

.

In the discussions of the ordinance concerning ssfe rep:..ir of sidewalks the
Attorney Br.id they need ^o accept the change for ermnitiiig the word lay.
Councilm-in Allen s^id ;•!! sidewalks ere not in too goon of sh-,pe^. esoecicdl^/
the older sidewalks.
he :"...de.

I-Ie rlso asked who was to have the job having the repa^rr, "to

The Mayor 3-. id \>. lot

of people will be told sad be giaei: a time linit.

I

Tlia h-yor reported th-.t sidewalks on Biiik Street are in bad -shape, also the sidew.Il', on 2Urd Street.
Conncilraaii Allen asked if we should leave out the orginal section OV:R because
of the stabeaiei:'; in the section recommending the Engineers p a rt ia building of
sidewalks.

The alayor said th^t the Building Code takes care of specifications for

sidewalks and therefore we could leave out Section One.
Cou^oiliaar; All or. askad if it would be necessary to select sonebody to do
^r.opiJcti.:.^ .~r the sidewalks.

The Mayor said we could require t];e o;-aer

J>1o

+ c K ring

in a sketch aka'-a::^ the spat-i^ications for sidewalks.
Councilman lloke :aoaed, oRConded by- Councilman Gfcoa-i:^ i o accept this for the

I
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A" O r ?D"H 1 "'- : r OE HEQUIilJj.. d ""'•••E ABUT' T '~" r: '~T
FioOPERTY OVJIISho To i-LiLVi^II: AhD KEEP
r : 3..J-E T^EP-.L'. .SIDWAT.KS AltD P^VI^Iiy;
PEL'iLTIEJ FCil VIoLATlO^ Th^LEOl- 1 , .'U.D

I

BE IT OiiDI/d'ED P v T't^ CX\L.;01'T CCUr : CII. OF T::U CT''1/ 05 ''P'RO :

n:;'.o w ] '0':si T "r i t boa,-?: i;* t ^d roj-.^ir, or w v ie; .ever tho sraae for a,i<;

iii c^.ii'ur;:it/, 7 i-nllh. the rule?-; aid refill, .tjona
scribed b/ Council.

-i:d specif ic-:,l.:.ciio cdot

Ir; -i^ event he sb;.,il dc, so -within thrit/ (3C) d^s -fLer

ceivlng notice fro;-, ^he Council, or nayor, requiring hin tc repair or relL,/ such
sidewalk.
SEC'T'JOh 2.

C;,re ;u;.J i:icj..iteuc.ace __of ^sidewalks :

I
natter o.f -n^i hind to nccujnnli/teond reiuain upon ut\ sidswal'c obuttinp; their proper4:,,'
If ':.••.„• pei'scn owning s;.iu. prc^^rt^, or occupant., f:.dls to couip].v ^n th th: j
sectio" r.-°ter three (.3) d^o notice, the hrjor n^- have th" grass and veeds out, and

this scate.

SECT 10.' 3.

Pror-er" - '>-r:.er to Tadennif

Ci'b--- Asrains-t LiJnilita.

injured by reason of a public sidewalk ^ciug oat, of repair, or b^; nn obstruction
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The Ilayor presented a form ord.ina.uce authcrising the City's participation

and membership of the Kan:;wha Valley Regional Transportation -authority .?rd. its

In discussing this Ordinance the mayor said thai, all City's are being asked
to p rt icipate in this Authorit,/.

They are asking each City to send a person's

name into the Authority to represent the City.

Councilman Moke asked whit they
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would be a regional thing in this arc,,.

It has been set up for fifteen
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a none and the .no,; or asked Councilman Goodwin to serve as the member from ' M t r o .
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Councilman I [eke asked. :!.•' •: IG-J: of Federal funds falls through can the
is up to tho group ao raise bae necessary money.
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Court.
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January 19, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session January 19, 1971•
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.
V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo B. Tidquist, Tom M. Waldorf,
and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the Council. Councilman L. I. Hoke being
absent.
The Mayor called the meeting to order.
The Reverend Harold Goodpastor of the Nitro Church of God gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to approve the
minutes for the Regular Session, January 5, 1971 and Executive Session, January
13, 1971.

Motion carried.

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, to approve the
Financial Statement for the month of December 1970.

I

Motion carried.

The Mayor welcomed Cadet Troop U66 and their leader, Mrs. Wanda Smith, explaining that the girls were here to learn a little about the Municipal Government.
He told them he wanted them to feel free to come to Council meetings any
time they wished.
The Mayor appointed Tom Waldorf as the non-voting members of the Southwestern
Airport Authority of West Virginia asking for the approval of the Council.
Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the appointment
of Tom M. Waldorf as a non-voting member of the Southwestern Airport Authority of
West Virginia be approved, upon a vote motioncarried.
The Mayor explained to Council that his reason for appointing a member from
Industry to the Authority was because he understood that Industires are very much

I

interested in thisyprograta.
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The Mayor in explaining the Municipal Service Ordinance stated that this came
out of the Executive session of Council, January 13» 1971.

He explained that the

Council has had two meetings recently regarding the City Finances. The Mayor went

I

on to say that every one is well aware of the rising cost of everything today
and that even if our finances are low, the people vtill expect services.
?,:. 1 The Revenue" has fiot increased and kept pace with the over all rise of cost
of living.
The Mayor explained that the Council had been trying to find ways of raising
funds for the City operation and that it came out of our meetins that we felt
it was better to raise this particular item since we have the collection office
set up.
Councilman Kniceley asked about the land owners being responsible for the
payment of the Municipal Service. Luke Michael, Attorney, said that the statue
provides that no lien can be filed against property owners for the non-payment of
a Municipal Service Fee.

I

In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question on all people being responsible
for hhis Municipal Service, The Attorney directed him to Number 3 'under Collection.
Councilman Allen questioned item 10, delinquent accounts with reference to
the same. All delinquent accounts are subject to stoppage of service without
notice. It was explained that we do have a few people who only pay when their
service has been discontinued.
Councilman Tidquist asked if we would be going back to the once a month pickup schedule. The Majjor said he hoped to do so in a short time as there is more to
be hsuied then the average person thinks there is.
Councilman Kniceley said he had noticed plastic bags all over town containing
trash and more likely there could be some garbage in them.
The Mayor said that any time the men found garbage in the plastic bags they
do no pick up. The Mayor said that we have tried to separate the trash and
garbage and been very strict about it, due to the fact that something in the trash

I
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might tear up the hydrolic press.

I

Councilman Tidquist pointed out that the plastic garbage gans are to costly

and do not give good service, during the winter months the/ split.
The Mayor explained that the carrier's use plastic containers that are light

weight and fit the shoulder, they are expensive but they last longer than the
other garbage cans.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, to accept the
following ordinance for the first reading. Upon a vote motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT ORDINANCE
NO.
97. OF THE CITY OF NITRO ESTABLISHING
A MUNICIPAL SERVICE CHARGE FOR THE COLLECTION
AND DISPOSAL OF ALL GARBAGE,PBHBBlSHClIH£OTHiR
REFUSE ACCUMULATED IN THE CITY; STREET CLEANING;
STREET LIGHTINGj STREET MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT; JWD MAINTENANCE OF FIRE HYDRANTS WITHIN THE
CITY OF NITRO j PROVIDING RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR THE STORAGE AND COLLECTION OF GARBAGE AND
OTHER REFUSE} PROVIDING FOR A SERVICE CHARGE BY
THE CITY OF NITRO FOR FURNISHING SAID SERVICESj
AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE.

I

BI IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, THAT ORDINANCE NO.
97 , BE AMENDED AND RE-ENACTED TO READ AS FOLLOWS?

1.

Short Title - This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the

"Municipal Service Ordinance of the City of Nitro."
2. Definitions: For the purpose of this ordinance the following terms,
phrases, words and their deriviations shall have the meaning given herein.
(a) "Garbage" is putrescible animal and vegtable wastes from the
handling, preparation, cooking and comaruraption of food.

(b)

"Rubbish" is nonputrescible solid wastes (excluding ashes), con-

sisting of both combustible and non-combustible wastes, such as paper, cardboard,
tin cans, yard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials.

I

(c)

"Refuse" is all putrescible and nonputrescible solid wastes

(except body wastes) including garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleaning, dead
animals, abandoned automobiles, and solid market and industrial wastes.
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(a) Collection: All garbage, rubbish and refuse accumulated in the city
shall be collected, conveyed and disposed of by the City of Nitro, and subject to
all the provisions hereof and all reasonable rules and regulations at any time

I

adopted by the Director or byCouncil. No person other than the City of Nitro,
shall collect or convey over any of the streets or alleys of the City, or dispose of,
any garbage, rubbish or refuse accumulated in the 'City.
1*. Preoollection Practices;
(a) All garbage shall be placed and stored in closed containers, and
shall have drained from it all free liquids and wrapped in paper. All rubbish
shall be drained oflidquid before being deposited for collection. All cans and
bottles which have contained food shall be cleaned and washed before being deposited for collection.
(b) Duty to Provide and Maintain Refuse Containers;
Refuse containers shall be provided by the owner, tenant, leasee or occupant
of the premises. Refuse containers shall be maintained in good condition. The

I

Director shall have the authority to refuse collection services for failure to
comply herewith.
($o) Garbage containers shall be made of metal, equipped with suitable
handles and tight fitting covers, and shall be water tight.
(d) No person shall place any refuse in any street, alley or other public
place, or upon any private property whether owned by such person or not, within
the City except it be in proper containers for collection or under express
approval granted by the Director. Nor shall any person throw or depossitrany refuse in any stream or other body of water.
(e) Any unauthorized accumulation of refuse on any premises is hereby
declared to be a nuisance and is prohibited. Failure to remove any existing
accumulation of refuee within thirty days after the effective date of this

I
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Ordinance shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance.

I

(f) No person shall case, place, sweep or deposit anywhere within
the City any refuse in such a manner that it may be carried or deposited by the
elements upon any street, sidewalk, alley, sewer, parkway or other public place,
or into any occupied premises within the City.
(g) No person shall suffer or; permit any garbage to accumulate and remain on the premises in containers, or otherwise, longer than a period of one
week in any event.
5. Collection Practices:
(a) Refuse accumulated by residences shall be collected at least twice
each week, unless less frequent collection be approved by the Director because
of weather conditions or other emergency conditions.
(b) Commercial establishments may enter into an agreement for a greater

I

frequency of collection. Where deemed necessary to protect the public health,
the Director shall have the authority to require that more frequent collections
be made.
£. The Director shall have the authority to promulgate reasonable rules and
regulations in connection with the collection and disposal of refuse accumulated
in the City. The Director shall be the Mayor or some person designated by him
for the performance of such service.
7. The City shall have the exclusive right to collect garbage within the
corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
8. Street Cleaning, Street Lighting, Street Maintenance and Improvements
and Maintenance of Fire Hydrants; The Director, who shall be the Mayor or some
other person designated by him shall be in charge of all street cleaning, street

I

lighting, street maintenance and improvements and maintenance of fire hydrants
within the City of Nitro, and the Superintendent, ao designated by him, shall see
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that the streets are cleaned at regular intervals, necessary repairs and improvements are made to said streets, and that all street lights and fire hydrants are
properly functioning and appropriate equipment shall be furnished to the Super-

I

intendent to perform these duties.
9. Rates:
(a) For the aforesaid services, the Director shall collect a service
charge for such services from each owner, tennant or occupant of any premises, both
residential and commercial, located within the City of Nitro.
(b) Such;;service charge for each owner, tenant or occupant of residential premises shall be the sum of Five Dollars ($5.00) per month, due and payable
on the last day of each calendar month, forwhich the services are rendered.
(c) Such service charge for each owner, tenant or occupant of commercial
premises shall be a minimum service charge of Five Dollars ($5.00) per month, due
andpayable on the last day of each calendar month, for which the service is rendered. An additional service charge may be made by the Director for excess

I

garbage, rubbish and refuse, depending on the volume, which increased rate shall
be fixed and agreed upon by the Director and commercial user.
(d) Such service charge for both residential and commercial shall be
paid at the office in the City Building of said City of Nitro, provided for the
collection of such service charges.
(e) The Director shall designate and appoint a superintendent who shall
have the responsibility for theproper operation of this ordinance including the
collection of accounts from customers. The Superintendent shall execute a bond in the
penal sum of $3,500.00 conditioned for the faithful performance of the obligations
imposed by the terms of this Ordinance.
The Superintendent shall be directly responsible to the Director, and
receive a salary approved by Council.

I
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10. Delinquent Accounts; All accounts shall be considered delinquent if

I

not paid by the last day of each month for which the service is rendered. All
delinquent accounts are subject to stoppage of service without notice. The
Director shall cease all refuse collections for the delinquent accounts.
11. Penalty! Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of
the provisions hereof shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
12. Each provision of this article shall be separable and if any part
thereof shall be adjudged invalid by a court of competent Jurisdiction, the remaining and valid portion of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.
13. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance
are hereby repealed.
liu This ordinance shall take effect as of the

I

Ist^ day of March, 1971.

Councilman Kniceley said the Committee was working on the letter explaining
the information for the increase in the Municipal Service rates and also to be
delivered to each house in town. He thought we should make a survey to be sure
the people who are paying as well as the people who are not paying get a copy
of the letter.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the necessary
parts of the Ordinance be published in the local newspaper. Upon a vote motion
carried.
The Mayor explained that the Attorney does not have the necessary admendments for an increase in theBusiness and Occupational tax on Contractors.
Mr. Michael explained in the early 60's the Legislation had raised the State
rates in the Business & Occupational Tax but had frozen the rates cities could

I

charge and that it would be necessary for us to use the maximum rates charged by
the State in 1959.
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He thought the allowable rate for Cities to charge Contractors was $2.00.
He would prepare the Ordinance for the next Council meeting.
The members of the Council were given a copy of the City Business & Occupa-

I

•

tional Form to look over before the next Council meeting.
The Mayor informed Council that Mr. Michael would need to do a lot of research on the matter of making a charge on Commercial Signs.
The Recorder read a petition regarding an Ordinance and proclaiming Nitro
a Bird Sanctuary from the Brookhaven Garden Club.
PETITION
To the Honorable Mayor and Councilmen of the City of Nitroj
The Brookhaven Garden Club requests that the Honorable Mayor and Members of
the Council consider favorably the following petition.
Inasmuch as "Conservation," or the saving, protecting, preserving of our
natural resources should claim the deep and considered concern of every patriotic citizen as being of utmost importance in our national economy, we bring

I

to your favorable consideration the following facts and needs.
Our outdoor assets have been drastically depleted by various abuses. Some
provision must be made for wildlife if it is to continue to exist. In this allover plan of conservation, the value of birds is no longer a matter of speculation, but has reached the point of scientific fact. Biologic scientists have
proven beyond any doubt the important service rendered bybirds...their economic
vdue as our "first line of defense" against noxious weeds and against insects
that destroy our crops, our gardens, our trees. The Department of Agriculture
states that birds save us $UOO million yearly. Scientists claim the human race
could not exist many years without birds. Added to this practical value our
gardens, our streets, and parkways—indeed, our whole town—are all enriched by
their beauty of form, flight and song, the charm and inspiration of their

I
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presence. The slogan of our National Council of State Garden Clubs is "Every

I

Garden a Bird Sanctuary."
Therefore, we respectfully petition that you formally proclaim the town

of Nitro a Bird Sanctuary, with suitable laws for protecting all of our birds
from molestation, intimidation, wounding, slaughter by hand-thrown missile,
traps, shooting, etc., or the robbing of their nests. We further request that
JJDU give the Brookhaven Garden Club permission to place at the various entrances
of Nitro suitable plaques stating that our town is a Bird Sancutary, as an appeal
and reminder to Tourist and Native alike.
Respectfully submitted,
Brookhaven Garden dub
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, that the Ordinance
be prepared by the Attorney proclaiming Nitro as a Bird Sanctuary.

I
q

The Recorder Bead a letter from Don Mellert, President of the Nitro Junior

High School Band Boosters as follows:
At ten. Mayor W. W. Alexander

After twenty-five y&ars of the "sane old uniforms", an undertaking has been
launched for NEWUNIFORMS by fall of 1971!
Thus far the Band Boosters have raised $3000, leaving about $3500 needed. We
feel the local merchants and plants receive the bulk of eur money (groceries,
furniture, appliances, real estate, clothing, etc.); and we have been disappointed
with the response from area businesses and plants.
We have sold candy, donuts; given concerts, made house-to-house and businesss-tobusiness solicitations. We have planned several other sales; spaghetti dinner in
February; Mardi Gras Review on February 27; basketball game and several other

I

fund-raising projects. We don't mind working for our profits; but the cooperation
of the local merchants and plants would make our work-load much easier.
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Our thanks in advance for your cooperation and: helpifilir ;Qity byhhelping our youthJ
NEW UNIFORMS IN >7l!

•

Sincerely,
Don Mellert, President
Nitro Junior High Band Boosters
The Mayor said he felt the only thing the Council could do would be to go
on record that we hoped the people are willing to cooperate and help in this
worthwhile cause.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Knicelcy, to go on record
supporting the Fund Drive for New Uniforms for the Nitro Junior High School Band.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor declared the meeting adjourned.

I

Alexander, Mayor

Lewis, Recorder

I
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February 2, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, February 2, 19171.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo B. Tidquist, and Ken ton L.
Williamson members of the Council. Councilmen L. I. Hoke and Tom Waldorf being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The invocation was given by the Reverend Kenneth Ball of St. Paul's
United Methodist Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
January 19, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley reported that the three members of the Council had
completed the letter to all residents, regarding the increase in Municipal Service.
The Mayor told Council that the letter was being delivered at the present to all

I

homes and to date all homes had been covered with the exception of the area
between 21st Street and lljbh Street.
The Mayor reported that he has had several phone calls and several people
have been in to talk to him regarding the increase and that in most cases those he
has talked with has had one thing in mind and that was trying to see if those
people living on fixed income could be eliminated, that he had told them it would
be impossible to leave anyone out. The Council had discussed this one particular
item at great lengths in an effort to find a way to work out something for the retired.
The Mayor also pointed out that the only two avenues that the Council felt that
could bring any amount of money was an additional charge on Municipal Service or
Fire Service Fee, which had been discussed by Council at great length.
If the City were to put on the Fire Service Fee it would be necessary to

I

have a separate collection office where by approximately 20 percent of money
collected would go for the administration of the Fire Service Fee.
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He also pointed out that there has been a general increase in everything,
including labor.
The Reverend Ball said he could understand the City's position in this natter.

I

He worked with the Senior Citizens and they were upset overtthe increase. He had
tried to explain to them that he did not see any other way the City could work this
out, that there was not other alternative. He went on to say that the City has
a good garbage crew that work days that other people do not, meaning holidays.1
The Mayor said that labor cost had gone up UO percent. He a].so pointed out
that the people did not realize that this extra fee was for other items. Not only
the garbage hauling. Out of this increase a part will go for the payment of Fire
Hydrant Rental, Street lights, street maintenance and trash pickups.
If this does not go through, the City would not be able to pay the street
light bill or the Fire Hydrant Rental and in addition it waMd be necessaryto lay
off 7 or 8 employees. Everyone knows that the additional cost of living has increased in the last few years the City had not escaped this cost. He would venture

I

to say that our Treasury is the lowest it has been in 20 years.
The Mayor pointed out that the Fire Service Fee in Charleston would run the
avergage home owner $35*00 to $50.00 per year, and this does not "Include garbage fee.
Mr. McQuire a visitor asked how many people live in Nitro. The Mayor said
approximately 22 huddred. Mr. McQuire asked about the swimming pool, the extra
dollar we have been paying for the swimming pool. The Mayor explained that the
Swimming Pool collections have more than paid for theoperation of the pool each
year. The amount the City contributes is the amount reguired to retire the bonds
each year.
Mr. Michael, Attorney, tried to explain that the State Law sets out certain
services that can come under a Municipal Service Fee. He went on to explain that the
City had to list services rendered to people of the town in an ordinance in order to
prepare a Municipal Service,Fee, explaining that money from garbage collections
will not go for the Pool uses, that the thing it does, it leaves other money in the

I

general revenue to go for the Pool and other such items. This Ordinance will

I

take care of garbage, street lighting, fire hydrant rental and other maintenance.
Mr.McGuire asked if the people had not voted additional revenue taxes and

about 39 thousand dollars for the special levy. He asked if we are going to have
any assurance they will not take any services from us.
The Mayor said that we are trying and we hope to get back to the once a
month trash pickups.
In answer to Mr. McQuire's question regarding how many trucks are used for
the once a month pickup, the Mayor replied two.
Mr. McGuire brought up the question of the trash around the bridge area.
The Mayor said that we have tried to tell people in the extreme-east end to put
their trash out on the 1st of themonth, as the trucks are usually in this area
on the first of the month.

I

Mr. Payne of Dupont Avenue asked about the cleaning of the street, what the

plans are.
The Mayor pointed out that in this particular area the block needs very little
Cleaning. Mr. Payne said that some of the residents clean the storm sewers themselves and asked if there will be a regular schedule to work.'
The Mayor said probably one time during a three month period.

The Mayor said

we are trying to do as much as we can and it takes about 30 thousand dollars a
month to operate City Government.
In answer to Mr. McQuire's question regarding the Industry contributions, the
Majgor informed him that we felt sure that the Industry will continue to contribute
as they have in the past and that we have always included this contribution in our
budgets.

It had been approved by the State Tax Department and that he was not

going to discuss what we are doing regarding the Industry at this time but he

I

would say that the Industry are in this deep.
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Councilman Tidquist asked if there was any way we could help the people on
fixed income. The Mayor said there was not.

•

Councilman Allen reported that he had received several calls, one from a
lady on Welfare, who said she could not pay anything, a lady on fixed income which
only has one bag of garbage, which she would give her son. She has sent an
itemized statement of her income and she had beenpaying out more than she was
receiving. Another call from an unemployeed man said that he could not pay*
Councilman Allen said this is going to be a tremendous haxcdsliip on these
people. He has tried to explain the Fire Service Fee to them and :Lf there was
anything we could do for people like this that he would like to see it done.
The Mayor said there are a number of old people who have been retired 15 je ars
and this will be a hardship for them.
The Mayor said there will be a few people who can not pay for this service,
however, you could not charge some people andnot charge others.
In answer to question on how much money goes to retire the bond for the

I

swimming poo)., the Mayor answered approximately 15 thousand a year.
In answer to the suggestion of increasing the charge on the Pool the Mayor
answered that we had thought along this line about raising the fee but we may be
depriving some child from a clean recreation because they could not afford to pay
the price. Regardless of what we raise we will hurt some people.
Councilman Tidquist asked if there was a way we could charge for trash haulings?
The Mayor ssld if we did this we would have to have a person check the loads and
set a price for the pickup and the cost of administaation would go up.
Councilman Goodwin suggested tage on garbage cans, if there was a tag on a
can they would pick it up but if not it would not be picked up. This would also
cost more.

Mr. McQuire asked if this would cover the Police Department. The Mayor said
this is another case where it will relieve money for the Police Depanfafcent expenses,

I
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which is one of the items we have a heavy cost in.
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In answer to Mr. McGuire's question regarding increasing the wages of the

employees at the end of the fiscal year, the Mayor said that we try to increase not

any one department that it is usually across the board increase.
Councilman Khiceley stated that the Council has looked at this thing for the
last 6 months, we are not proud of it, but that it is an absolute necessity.
Councilman Goodwin said that this was the reason of writing the letter to
go to all the homes.
The Attorney indisucssing the increase of Business & Occupational Tax for
Contractors stated that January 1, 1959, the City rates were frozen by the Legislature. Before that what ever the state could charge the City could charge also.
In 1959 the rate on the Contractors the state charged was $2.00 per hundred.
Therefore the limit that the City can put on Contractors for Business &
Occupational Tax would be $2.00 per hundred.

I

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, that the Attorney

prepare admendment to the business & Occupation Tax Ordinance increasing contractors
to the amount of $2.00 per hundred. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Attorney told Council that he had been unable to find anything in the
State Code regarding making a charge on Commercial Signs and also pointed out that
the Legislature has a bill at this time regarding this matter.
i

The Mayor told Council that he hiad received some copies of bills that had been
presented to the Legislature during this term that affected the City. There are
some of the bills that will help. The Legislature is aware that the Cities and
Towns are in bad shape.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to adopt the
Ordinance on the Nitro Bird Sanctuary for the first reading. Upon a vote motion

I

carried.
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PROCLAMATION

VJHEREAS, it has become necessary to preserve our wildlife if it is to continue
to exist, and birds play an important part in this wildlife, and thier economic value

I

as well as their beauty of form, flight, and song, is of utmost important to our
nation, and,
WHEREAS, to promote the preservation and well being of our birds, inthis
community, from molestation, intimidation, wounding and slaughter by shooting and
other means, a Bird Sanctuary, with suitable laws for their protection should be
established in the City of Nitro.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED t
1. That the area within the limits of the City of Nitro is hereby designated a
BIRD SANCTUARY and every citizen is called upon to donserve bird life through
care, feeding and protection from danger of any and all kinds.
2. That the cooperation of erory individual and agency is solicited in making
this effort a success.

I

SIGHED:
DATE
City of Nitro
ORDINANCE
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Nitro in Council assembled:
That the entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the City of
Nitro be, and the same is hereby designated as a BIRD SANCTUARY.
That it shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, shoot or attempt to shoot or molest
in any manner any bird or wild fowl or to rob bird nests or wild fowl nests.
Provided, however, if starlings or similar birds are found to congregating in such
numbers in a particular locality that thgry constitute a nuisance or menace to
health or property in the opinion of the proper health authorities of the City of
Nitro, then in such even said health authorities shall meet with representatives
of the garden council, after having given at least three days actual notice of
the time and place of said meeting to the representatives of said Council. If as

I
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a result of saidmeeting no satisfactory alternative is found to abate such

I

nuisance, then said birds may be destroyed in such nuriaers and in such manner as is
deemed advisable by said health authorities under the supervision of the Chief
of Police of the City of Nitro.
Anyone violating the provisions of this Ordinance shall be punishable by a
fine of not more than $100.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. Done and
Ratified in City Council this

day of

, 1971.

SIGNED:
Mayor
ATTEST:
City Recorder

I

The Mayor told Council that the Muscualr Dystrophy Association of America,
Inc. have asked to have permission to conduct a Tag Day in Nitro on Saturday,
March 13, 1971.

This is similar to the Drive held in December, 1970.

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to give the
Muscular Dystrophy Association of America permission to conduct a Tag Day on
March 13, 1971.
Councilman Allen said he had received a call from a resident on Main Avenue
wanting to know where thenew Complex Building would take the surface water, this
is on Boundry and Main Avenue.
The Mayor said that they had been looking at this problem. He had asked Mr.
Russell of Homes of America to have two lines running to the River. We could
take our drains into this to take care of this area and that twe will permit the

I

Homes for America to use our right of way. Mr. Russell had agreed to use an 18"
line to run to the river using theCity right of way.
Councilman Allen reported that during the wind storm that the fly ash on the
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new fill on 1st Avenue South had caused quite a leteocfprffelems to the people living
on Hillside Drive and asked if the owner could not be required to cover the fly
ash.

I

The Mayor said that fly ash dries out easily and in order to control it
you have to keep it wet or cover with earth.
Councilman Allen said that people on Hillside Drive need protection. It was
pointed out that we will continue to have problems regarding fly ash and the
Council asked that the Attorney prepare an Ordinance on covering fly ash used in
the City.
Councilman Soodwin reported that people living on the old County Road, Third
Avenue, had been complaining that the Garbage trucks were tearing up the unpaved
roads which caused damages to their cars.
The Mayor informed that the trucks weigh a tremendous amount and we will try
to keep this road in good shape as possible.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the

I

Mayor declared the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR, CITY OF NITRO

ex

(RECORDER, CITYOF NZFRO

I
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February 16, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, February 16, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R.V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom M.
Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The invocation was given by the Reverend Kenneth Ball of the St. Paul's
United Methodist Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the minutes of
February 2, 1971 be approved. Motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, the Financial
Statement for the month of January be approved. Motion carried.
The Mayor opened the discussion of the Municipal Service Amendment. Mr. Thomas

I

Fryer of 806 Washington Avenue asked to be heard.
Mr. Fryer: I would like to ask what is the issue concerning the $2.00 increase.
Two weeks ago the government sent out a letter saying the City Government was in
trouble, you asked me to come. I want to get it across, this is not a personal
thing. I had told some people I would defend them. I do not attend the Council
meetings and do not know who my representative is. What is the worth of our
Community.
Mayor Alexander: Do you want the assessed valuation of the City.
Mr. Fryer: The intake revenue.
Mayor Alexander: It amounts to Three hundred thousand to four hundred thousand.

Mr. Fryer: What is the X amount of garbage - X amount of this? When I
put everything together, I come to three hundred thousand, maybe four hundred thous-

I

and. I know you have revenue from other sources. I do not want to see the City
go broke. We have to tighten our belts and see where we spend money. Don't you
think we could tell the people where we spend the money? Did we try to grow up
too fast?
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Mayor Alexander: The cost of everything has gone up on items we buy, rent
or service work.
Mr. Fryer: I have lived here four years, we have the same garbage trucks, same

I

fire engines, one new police car. I don't feel that we spend that much, that we
are going to get a hike, we have the sewage headache. How far can we go? If you
give me an answer, I will try to help.
Mayor Alexander: The Sewage Department is a separate function and does not
enter into this discussion.
Councilman Williamson: Our employees need an increase, our costs are continually going up. We have trucks repaired, the mechanic needs more money and it
will cost us more for all repairs.
Mr. Fryer: You say we have three police cars, four sanitary trucks, two Fire
engines and other equipment. Bo we have a City Mechanic.
Councilman Williamson:

We do have a mechanic. He does minor jobs.

Mr. Fryer: If we had a steady City mechanic it would cost us $i|0.00 da day.
We also have other projects.

I

Hiverdale Acres is a bad situation. Dontt we need

a sewer in this area.
Mayor Alexander: Regarding your statement that the City has not bought any
equipment, we have bought two garbage trucks also a tractor.
Mr. Fryer: We are not tightning our belts. I have looked around, things
don't jive with me. Where are we spending the money?
Mayor Alexander:
into this situation.

Seven men and myself have been working very hard looking
I believe that with the experience these gentlemen have had

in business and several years at this table, their knowledge is much greater than
someone who has not had experience. We have financial Statements once a month
and a FinancialStatement is published in the newspaper at the endof each fiscal
year. We have copeis of this in the office sany time you want to look at it.
Our budget is worked up in April for the coming year. You can not accurately

I
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figure all costs for the next year and we allocate the amount that we believe that

I

we will need and the amount that we believe that will be coming into the City.

For the past five je ars, «s you know, the cost of all items and labor have increased.
Everything has gone up in price and our opperating revenue has not increased.
Several months ago a special Financial Committee was appointed to check all

differ-

ent avenues for revenue. This committee checked out all other towns and were not
successful in finding solution for our problem. We have had two executive meetings
of the Council and have throughly discussed this matter. We feel that this is the
cheapest and best way to increase the City Reveme as we already have the office
and equipment set up for the collection.

If the City revenue doesnot increase

it is necessary that we eliminate the following.
New Budget - 1971-72
1.
2.
3.

I

Eliminate all vacation and sick leave.
Discontinue participation in k City Dog Control
Eliminate Fly Control

$ 7,200.00
2,060.00
2,$ljO.OO

IMMEDIATELY;

U.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Lay off - 1 Policemen
Lay off - 1 Fireman
Lay off at least 2 Garbsge Carriers
Eliminate Trash Pick-up
Eliminate all street lights in residential area
Possibility of eliminating some fire hydrants
Possibility of once a week garbage pick-up - will be
necessary for all patron to place garbage cans on street
curb, except where there is an ally.
11. Police Department - UO hours per week

6,000.00
5,$00.00
9,000.00
10,000.00
6,000.00
It,200.00

$ 8,500.00

This would cost every home owner in Nitro more than $2.00 a month.

The elimination

of fire hydrants inrresidential areas would cause the Fire Insurance Premiums to
about double in costs. The reason for the Residential areas is that very few
times when we have a fire in the residential area that can not be put outwith the
fire truck along. The elimination of the fire hydrants would cost the

I

City to go from a 6 rate to an 8 rate or higher.

We do not believe the people

of Nitro are ready to give up these things to save $2.00 a month.

If the Council

for any reason does not pass the Ordinance, I ask the Council to give me the
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power to put these changes in force immediately, as we can not opferate in the red.
Mr. Fryer: Do we have a floating fund or a surplus fundin the Sewer Depart-

H

ment?
Mayor Alexander} We must leave the Sewer Department out of this discussion
as it is not opperated by this Council. The Sewer Department is opperated by the
Sanitary Board and comes under the jurisdiction of the West Virginia Public
Service Commission.
Mr. Fryer: About the Pool, we must have a surplus in this.
Councilman Williamson: We do not have a surplus in the Pool £und, as we are
paying on the bonds for the Pool.
Mr. Fryer: I have read that the state had money to put out to work where
money is needed. I am her© to help get money and to save my money. I would like
to have my questions answered.
Councilman Williamson: I do not understand your question.
Mrs. Stone: I believe that his question is - Is there an overage in the

I

Sewer Department and where doess this money go and is there an audit, what is done
with the money. Does the Public Commission get the money or does the City get
the money?
Mayor Alexander: The Sanitary Board opperates about even, la the past 10
years, Nitro has not had an increase in Sewer fees. Ifthe Sanitary Board had a
million dollars in their fund, the City of Nitro could not use a dime of it. We
can not take money from the Sanitary Board and use it to opperate the City Government. The Sanitary Board is opperated under the law of the Public Service
Commission.
The Recorder: The Sanitary Board books are audited evary month by a local
C.P.A. and a report is sent to the Public Service Commission. The Sanitary Board
also has a yearly audit done by this local firm. A copy is sent to the Bonding
company and also published in the local paper.

I
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Mayor Alexander: A large amount of money collected in the Sanitary Department

I

goes to pay off the bonds.
Mr. Fryer: I have brought in a petition signed by residents protesting the
$2.00 increase and am presenting the petition to Mr. Williamson.
Mr. Fryer: Asked if the Mayor was the Chairman of the Sanitary Board, does
the Council not know anything about Ifche Sanitary Board.
Mayor Alexander: I am the Chairman of the Sanitary Board by law. There are
two other members. The Council doesnot know about the Sewer opperations but do not
make the decisions for this department. The decisions are made by the Board.
Question - Are the board members representatives of the people of Nitro?
Mayor Alexander: Yes, one is an enginerr, required by law.
Mr. Fryer: Last summer the City wanted to take over the Water Works as a project.
Mayor Alexander: The City Council voted to have a study made of the Water

I

Company. The cost of this study was paid for by the Monsanto Company. The study
showed that we could not have made any money opperating the Water Company.
Dean Miller: I do not want to do without any of the services I have been
getting. I do hope that the Council does not pass the Ordinance, as I do not
believe it is fair. My name appears on the petition, the reason is not because
of the money, I can pay the $5.00. It is because of the Senior Sitizens and the
widows. I wish we could get relief for them. I suggest assessing per garbage
can $3.00 for the first can, the widow will remain the same. I suggest $2.00 for
each additional can.
Mayor Alexander: The Senior Citizens were the main concern of all members
of the Council. In the two Executive Meetings, this was throughly discussed.
An effort made to try to find some way to help the older citizens. The Attorney

I

is trying to find a way to eliminate increasing the Senior Citizens Service Fee.
We know that Charleston and So. Charleston have an exemption for these people in
their service fee, however, there is not law to back it up causing a loophole in
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law., We as a Council do not want to hurt these people.
Max HolsteiM: Upon hearing the list of service that would be cut back, I
am going to have to go on the assumption that the Mayor is being a little melo-

I

dramatic or the Council has not taken a good look at this situation. First of all
there are many revenue sources svailable. Many aids that, can be brought into the
City. Many studies can be made, I know that through the National League of Cities
that they provide these services. Department of Housing and Urban provides
services for Cities in trouble. Inwould like to ask why parking meters are not
used. In making a study, Dunbar in 1970 had l£o parkingmeters. $90.00 a mefcer.
or $73,800.$2 a year, with a charge of 50 an hour. If Nitro put in2|?0 meters,
this doe snot include residential areas, only the business, we could have $23,200.63
per year at 5# an hour. An dising 10# this figure could double.
If you have known about this situation for a year and a half, why were you not
figureing it out. I have attended seminars and conventions of Muncipalities and
have never seen the Mayor nor any members of the Council present. What are you

I

going to leave me and my children. Find out how other cities are solving their
problems. Find out frim the professionals, find out from the brain banks how to
run a government and run it right. Don't let the City end up dead. Surrounding
towns are prospering heavily, what has Kitro done besides start a ;dam.
Mayor Alexander: I have attended numerous meetings of the Municipal League.
For ten years I attended all meetings. I was State President in 1950, Executive
President in 19U9* I don't feel that the League has made any progress in the last
few years. They have sponsored seme bills in the Legislature but none have come
through. About the only law passed by the Legislature perUaning to Cities cost
the City more money.
Max Holstein: House Bill 702 allows Cities to participate in sharing of
Federal Funds.
Mayor Alexander: I ama member of the Board of Directors of RICK. This

I
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organization says whether or not any money comes from the Federal Government.

I

RICK has to approve the project and afeso approve the funds comingi'from the Federal
Government. We have discussed parking meters land have made a survey. The money
you take in from the parking meters does not go all to the City Government. If
you buy the meter the price is high, about half of the money goes to pay for the
meters. You also have to consider vandalism.
Councilman Kniceley: It would take years to break even on parking meters.
The Mayor and Council then discussed an idea of putting a minimum charge on
the Senior Citiaens. It would be necessary that the Senior Citizens sign an
affidavit relative to their income. It was suggested that the Ordinance be amended
to set a low fee for the Senior Citizens.
Luke Michael: I don't believe you can take a user's tax and fight this problem.
This ordinance is based on the user.

I

If we fight this it would be unconstitutional.

In talking to Martin Bowles, Attorney of So. Charleston and St. Albans, Jfr. Bowles
says that he did not know whether the Supreme Court would uphold the way So.
Charleston is doing this, in that they Irave excluded the Senior Citizens from the
Municipal Service Fee. The City only has the authority that the State Law gives
them and there is nothing in the State Law to change or make exceptions to different
classes.
Charles Painter: Has the Council discussed the avenue of increasing the Business
and Occupational Tax? Nitro rates are lower than the other towns.
Mayor Alexander: The Council has discussed this and at the present time are
ameriding the rate on contractors.
Mr. Painter: The proposed amendment does not make any change on wholesale
or resale.

I

The Ordinance should be brought up to the State rate.

Luke Michael: The City can not bring gross sales tax rates up to the State's.
The City can only tax what the State Law gives them the right to. The City rates
were frozen in 1959, which that is the rate that we can use in Business and Occupational
Tax.

364
Vera Boggs: VSf garbage has not been picked up for three weeks.
Mayor Alexander: Due to the ice and snow our trucks have not been able to get
on Bailes Drive and Nitro Heights.

I

Two widow ladies told the Council that they did well to pay the $3.00 fee
and they are not able to pay $5.00 a month.
Mr. Thurman: I lived in St. Albans before moving to Nitro. We had excellent
service and cheaper garbage rates in St. Albans, My garbage has not been picked
up for ten days. What am I going to get for $5.00 if .1 pay $3.00 now and do not
get any service.
Major Alexander: four problem is the street. Norwood Drive should never have
been installed without some provisions to take care of the snow andice. It will
be necessary forthe City to do something about your street before another je ar, as
we can not run the risk of losing a life or a truck on a steep icy hill. The hill1
has cost the City a lot already this winter.
Mr. Thurman: I think it vseems like it would be some other way to raise money

I

more efficiently.
Mayor Alexander: There is some difference in towns. We could go to the
Assessor's Office and ask for an increase in the valuation, we did not see fit to
take this course. If we would ask for an increase on Property Valuation, then it
would only mean that most of the tax would go to the school, which is 6k$ to school,
250 to the County, 11$ to the City. What we need is a reailocation of the tax
dollar so that the City can get their share. Several years ago the County Court
gave a lot of services that they do not do any more. The City has to provide all
services. In St, Albans they have a special levy for the Fire Department.
Charleston has a Fire Service Fee based on property valuation which runs the property
owner $1^0.00 to $150.00 a year.
Should the City of Nitro go to the Fire Service Fee it would raean additional cost
in administration. We couldhave found other ways but they were more expensive.

I
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Mr. Miller: Has the Council considered annexing all the Plant area and the

I

interstate.
Mayor Alexander: The Council has talked about his matter.
Mr. Fryer: I suggest letting the people sign an affidavit allowing a man
to pick up their trash.
Mayor: This can not be done as private individuals can not pick up trash
in the City, as their routes are set up by the Public Service Commission.
Mr. Fryer: Will there be a vote on this question, meaning the Municipal
Service Change.
Mayor Alexander: We will check the petition throughly regarding to legal
qualified votes and handwriting. The Mayor asked the Council's pleasure regarding
the Municipal Service Ordinance.
Councilman Allen: We could go ahead and pass the Ordinance and then ask that
an amendment be made relative to the Senior Citizens. Thereupon Councilman Allen

I

moved, seconded by Councilitian Waldorf, that the Municipal Service Ordinance be
accepted as Sedond Reading. Upon a vote motion carried unanimously.
Councilman Allen said we need to establish a fee.

Set the income for $300.00

or less for the Senior Citizens, they will have to sign an affidavit.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, that the Municipal
Service Ordinance be adopted. Upon a vote motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND RE-ENACT ORDINANCES NO. £L> OF THE
CITY OF NITRO ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL SERVICE CHARGE FOR THE
COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF ALL GARBAGE, RUBBISH AND OTHER
REFUSE ACCUMULATED IN THji CITY; STREET CLEAN INGj STREET LIOHTINQj
STREET MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTj AND MAINTENANCE OF FIRE
HYDRANTS WITHIN THE CITY OF NITROj PORVIDING RULES AND REBULltKNS
FOR THE STORAGE AND COLLECT JDN OF GARBAGE AND OTHER REFUSEj
PROVIDING FOR A SERVICE CHARGE BY THE CITY OF NITRO FOR FURNISHING SAID SERVICES; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE.

I

BE IR ORDilNED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, THAT ORDINANCE NO.
BE AMENDED AND RE-ENACTED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:
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1. Short Title: This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the
"Municipal Service Ordinance of the City of Nitro".
2- Definitions: For the purpose of this ordinance the following terms,

I

phrases, words and their derivations shall have the meaning given herein.
(a) "Garbage" is putrescible animal and vegetable wastes from the handling,
preparation, cooking and consumption of food.
(b) Rubbish is nonputrescible solid wastes (excluding ahses), consisting
of both combustible and non-combustible wastes, such as paper, cardboard, tin cans,
gard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials.
(c) "Refuse" is all petrescible and nnneputrescible solid wastes (except body
wastes) including garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleaning, dead anijnals, abandoned
automobiles, and solid market and industrial wastes.
3. Collection; All 'garbage, rubbish and refuse accumulated in the City shall
be collected, conveyed and disposed of by the City of Nitro, and subject to all
the provisions hereof and all reasonable rules and regulations at any time adopted

I

by the Cirector of by Council. No person other than the City of Nitro, shall
collect or convey over any of the streets or alleys of the City, or dispose of,
any garbage, rubbish or refuse accumulated in the City.
k' Precollection Practices:
(a) All garbage shall be placed and stored in closed containers, and shall
have drained from it all free liquids and wrapped in paper. All rubbish shall
be drained of liquid before being deposited for collection. All cans and bottles
which have contained food shall be cleaned and washed before being deposited for
collection.
(b) Duty to profide and Maintain Refuse Containers;

Refuse containers shall be provided by the owner, tenant, lessee or occupant
of the premises. Refuse contairers shall be maintained in good condition. The
Director shall have the authority to refuse collection services for failure to
comply herewith.

I
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(c) Garbage containers shall be made of metal, equipped with suitable handles

I

a nd tight fitting covers, and shall be water tight.
(d) No person shall place any refuse in any street, alley or other public
place, or upon any private property whether owned by such person or not, within
the City except it be in proper containers for collection or under express approval
granted by the Director. Nor shall person throw or deposit any refuse in any
stream or other body of water.
(e) Any anauthorized accumulation of refuse ofi any premises is hereby declared to be a nuisance and is prohibited.

Failure to remove any existing accumu-

lation of refuse within thirty days aTter the effective date of this Ordinance shall
be deemed a violation of this Ordinance.
(f) No person shall case, place, sweep or deposit anywhere within the City
any refuse in such a manner that it may be carried or deposited by the elements

I

upon any street, sidewalk, alley, sewer, parkway or other public place, or into any
occupied premises within the City.
(g) No person shall suffer or permit any garbage to accumulate and remain on
the premises in containers, or otherwise, longer than a period of one week in any event.
5. Collection Practices;
(a) Refuse accumulated by residences shall be collected at least twice each
week, unless less frequent collection be approved by the Director because of weather
conditions or other emergency conditions.
(b) Commercial establishments may enter into an agreement for a greater
frequency of collection. Where deemed necessary to protect the public health, the
Director shall have the authority to require that more frequent collections be made.
6. The Director shall have the authority to promulgate reasonable rules and

I

regulations in connection with the collection and disposal of refuse accumulated
in the Git . The Director shall be the Mayor or some person designated by him for
the performance of such service.
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7. The City shall have the exclusive right to collect garbage within the
corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
0. Street Cleaning, Street lighting. Street Maintenance and Improvements and

I

Maintenance of Fire Hydrants; The Director, who shall be the Mayor or some other
person designated by him, shall be in charge of all street cleaning, street lighting,
street maintenance and improvements and maintenance of fire hydrants within the
City of Nitro, and the Superintendent, so designated by him, shall see that the
streets are cleaned at regular intervals, necessary repairs and improvements are
made to said streets, and that all street lights and fire hydrants are property
functioning and appropriate equipment shall be furnished to the Superintendent to
perform these duties.
9. Rates;
(a) For the aforesaid services, the Director shall collect a service charge
for such services for each owner, tenant or occupant of any premises, both residential and commercial, located within the City of Nitro.
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$b)Such service charge for each owner, tenant or occupant of residential
Premises shall be the sum of Five Dollars ($5.00) per month, due said payable on
the last day of each calendar month, for which the services are rendered.
(c) Such service charge for each owner, tenant or occupant of commercial
premises shall be a minimum service change of Five Dollars ($5.00) per month, due
and payable on the last day of each calendar month, for which the service is rendered. An additional service charge may be made by the Director forexcess garbage,
rubbish and refuse, depending on the volume, which increased rate shall be fixed
andagreed upon by the Director and commercial user.
(d) Such service charge for both residential and commercial shall be paid
at the office in the City building of <iaid City of Nitro, provided for the collection of such service charges.
(e) The Director shall designate and appoint a superintendent who shall have
the responsibility for the proper operation of this Ordinance including the

I
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collection of accounts from customers. The Superintendent shall execute a bond in

I

the penal sum of $3,500.00 conditioned forthe faithful performance of the obligations imposed by the terms of this Ordinance.
The Superintendent shall be directly responsible to the Director, and receive
a salary approved by Council.
10. Delinquent Accounts; All accounts shall be considered delinquent if not
paid by the last day of each month forwhich the service is rendered. All delinquent
accounts are subject to stoppage of service without notice. The Director shall
cease all refuse collections for the delinquent accounts.
11. Penalty; Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the
provisions hereo'f shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon convdction thereof shall be fined not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
12. Each provisions of this article shall be separable and if any part thereof

I

shall be adjudged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining and
valid portion of Jshis ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.
13. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance
are hereby repealed.
lU. This ordinance shall take effect as of the _1

day of March , 1971.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor
Grace Lewis, Recorder
The Attorney is to prepare the amendment regarding Senior Citizens and have
it ready for First Reading on March 2.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson that fehe amendment
to the Business & Occupation Tax regarding Contractors be accepted for First
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Reading. Upon a vote motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NUMBER 6k*
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 13 OF ORDINANCE NUMBER
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6k OF THE CITY OF NITRO, AS AMENDED, IN DEBASING THE
PRIVILEGE AND OCCUPATIN TAX IMPOSED UPON CONTRACTORS
DURING BUSINESS IN THE CITY OF NITRO.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

I

That Section 13 of the Gross Sales Tax Ordinance No. 61i be amended and reenacted to read as follows:
Section 13. BUSINESS OF CONTRACTING.
Upon every person engaging or conducting within the City of Nitro in the
business of contracting the tax shall be $2.00 on each $100.00 of the gross income
of the business.
All ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, are to the extent
of such conflict, hereby repealed.
This ordinance shall be effective as of the

day of

, 1971.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

I

Grace Lewi$, Recorder
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to accept and
adopt the Ordinance on making Nitro a Bird Sanctuary. Upon a vote: motion carried.
O R D I N A N C E
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Nitro in Council assembled:
That the entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro
be, and the same is hereby designated as a BIRD SANCTUARY.
That it shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, shoot or attempt to shoot or molest
in any manner any bird or wild fowl or to rob bird nests or wild fowl nests. Provided, however, if starlings or similar birds are found to be congregating in such
numbers in a particular locality that they constitute a nuisance or menace to health
or property in the opinion ofthe proper health authorities of the City of Nitro,
then in such event said health authroities shall meet with representatives of the
garden council, after having given at least three days actual notice of the time

I
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and place of said meeting to the representatives of said Council.

I

If as a result

of said meeting no satisfactory alternative is found to abate such nuisance, then
said birds may be destroyed in such numbers and in such manner as is deemed advisable by said health authorities under the supervision of the Chief of Police of the
City of Nitro.
Anyone violating the provisions of this Ordinance shall be punishable by a
fine of not more than $100.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days.
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. Done and
ratified in City Council this )

day of

, 1971.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, to accept for First!
Reading the Ordinance regarding Lanfills.

I

AN ORDINANGESREGULATING LAND FILLS AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES BDR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

BE IT ORDAINED BY SHE COMMON CD UN GIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
It shall be unlawful, from and after the date of this passage of this
ordinance, for any person, firm, partnership or corporation, to use fly ash for
the purpose of land fills within the City ofNitro without covering said fly ash
at the end of each working day, or in no event later than 8:00 P.M. of each working
day, with dirt or some other substance which would prevent said fly ash from being
picked up by the wind and polluting the air or settling on other properties in the
area.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon a conviction thereof shall be fined not less than Fifty
Dollars ($$0.00) nor more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), or confined in jail

I

not more than thirty (30) days, or both, in the discretion of the Court, and each
day or part thereof that any vilation shall continue shall be deemed to constitute a distrinct and separate offense and be punishable accordingly.
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This Ordinance shall be effective as of the

day of

, 1971.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

I

Grace Lewis, Recorder
Councilman Hoke reported a traffic problem on Third Avenue on the left hand
side of 21st Street. The people park in such a way that the cars are two-thirds
out in the street. There has been several nearrmisses and is dangerous. The Board
of Education had installed a parking place for the school theachers behind the
High School that they used for a while but now they are back in front of the school
and the Post Office and asked that the Principal be contacted to inform school
personnel to use the parking lot and not the City Streets.
Councilman Allen reported that we have two l£ minute limit Packing signs at the
Post Office and that most of the time these spaces are taken up by cars from the school.
Councilman Hoke reported that Coh&n Drug have a garbage container at the side
of the building and that cars park so close to the container that thepick up
trucks can not turn to the alley behind Cohens.
Mr. McCormick of Norwood Road wsked what were the plans forinstallation of
Street lights and fire hydrants on Norwood. The Street Light Committee willcheck
the area for street lights.

It will be necessary to make a survey for fire hydrants

with the Water Company and get approval from the West Virginia Fire Underwriters.
Mr. Steel said she had no objections to the $5.00 but that she did get
mad when she read the Council's letter regarding the cleaning of the streets. She
stated that on her street where she lived that the women keep the street clean.
There being no further business to come before Council land the agenda having
been completed the Mayor adjourned the meeting.

Mayor
V ?V \

Recorder
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March 2, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, March 2, 1971.
There were present:

W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist, and Tom
Waldorf, members of the Council. Councilman Kenton L. Williamson being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The invocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First Baptist
Church of Nitro.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, the minutes of
February 16, 1971.
In discussion of the amendment to the Municipal Service Ordinance regarding
senior citizens, Mr. Michael, referred to the portion of the Ordinance that reads,
"who is retired or over the age of 6£ jeers and whose monthly income from any source

I

is not more than $300.00," stating that this stipulation should cover all people
who are retired.
Mayor Alexander said that this would take care of any person who has been
retired because of physical disability.

The amendment was read as follows:

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NUMBER 61*.•
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 13 OF ORDINANCE
NUMBER 6k OF THE CITY OF NITRO, AS AMENDED,
INCREASING THE PRIVILEGE AND OCCUPATION TAX
IMPOSED UPON CONTRACTORS DOING BUSINESS IN
THE CITY OF NITRO.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

That Section 13 of the Gross Sales Tax Ordinance No. 61+ be amended ad reenacted to read as follows:
Section 13. BUSINESS OF CONTRACTING

I

Upon every person engaging or conducting within the City of Nitro in the
business of contracting the tax shall be $2.00 on each $100.00 of the gross income
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of the business.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, are to the extent
of such conflict, herebyvrepealed.
This ordinance shall be effective as of the 1

day of

April

I

, 1971.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor
Grace Lewis, Recorder
Thereupon Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to accept
the amendment as the Second Reading.

Upon a vote motion carried.

This ordinance will become effective April 1, 1971.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to accept the
Ordinance as Second Reading, the Ordinance regulating landfills and providing penalties forthe violation thereof. Upon a vote motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING LAND FILLS AND
PROVIDING PEANLTIES FOR THE VIOLATION
THEREOF.

I

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITROs

It shall be unalwful, froraand after the date of the passage of this ordinance,
for any person, firm, partnership or corporation, to use fly ash for the purpose of
land fills within the City of Nitro without covering said fly ash at the end of
eacfc.working day, or in not event later than 8:00 P.M. of each working day, with dirt
or some other substance which would prevent air pollution by said fly ash and to
prevent said fly ash from being picked up b$ the wind and polluting the air or
settling or other properties in the area.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon a conviction thereof shall be fined not less than fifty
dollars )$j?0.00) nor more thanOne Hundred Dollars ($100.00), or confined in jail
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not more than thirty (30) days, or both, in the discretion of the Court, and each

I

day or part thereof that any violation shallcontinue shall be deemed to constitute a distinct and separate offsnse and be punishable accordingly.
This ordinance shall be effective as of the __2

dayof March, 1971.

Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the adoption of the
Ordinance for the Landfilling and providing penalties for the violation thereof, to
become effective as of this date. Upon a vote motion carried.
Bids from Humble Oil and Refining Company and Union ?6 Divisions of Union Oil
Company of California, were opened and read by Council.
Union 76 Division bid on gasoline - .172l|. per gallon.
Humble Oil & Refining Company bid on gasoline - .2330 per gallon.
The Council also discussed other itme bids on the bid forms.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, to accept the bid from
Union 76 Divisions, the lower bid.

I

Upon a vote motion carried.

A request for solicitiations in Nitro from the Sunrise Foundation, during the

period of February!? through March 26, requesting permission for solicitations by
mail andin some cases personal visits, waa also presented to Council.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, that the Sunrise
Foundation be granted permission to make solicitations by mail only. Upon a vote
motion carried.
The news release of the Appalachian Power Company requesting rate increase
was discussed.

It was pointed out that the increase would amount to around

10 percent.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to go on record protesting to the Public Service Commission the rate increase of the Appalachian Power
Company.

I

The Mayor and Council discussed the activities M the Kanawha Valley Regional

Transportation Authority in their pcoposal to leasew-p.HEchase the facilities of the
Charleston Transit.Company.
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It was pointed out that if it cost the City anything, then we were unable to
participate at this time.
The Mayor said that we are in favor of keeping the bus service but we are

I

not in a financial position to help.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, that we go on record
supporting the Regional Transportation Authorities proposal, however, we can not
participate financially. Upon a vote motioncarried.
Councilman Hoke proposed that the Council investigate Max Holstein's suggestions
on parking meters. We ask forhis plans 6'£ his study that he has made relative to
parking meters in Nitro.
Councilman Allen said that the Committee that was appointed to raise additional
revenue had gone through the business area and talked about this one particular thing,
parking meters. They had looked into the cost of the meters and found that with
a service of 2$ meters or less, the cost was $71.00 each. This does not include installation.

Over 2% meters which is $65.^0 each.

I

It was also pointed out that the business housesin Nitro did not want parking
meters. It was pointed out that if the employees of the business houses would not
park their personal cars in front of a place of business, there would be ample
parking space for customers. Councilman Kniceley suggested limiting two hour
parking.
It was pointed out that the business houses objected to time limit parking.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, that a letter be
written to Max Holstein asking him to submit the plans and survey on parking meters
for Nitro. Upon a vote motioncarried.
Mrs. Jerry Steel asked Councilman Waldorf to read an article that appeared in
a couple of newspapers. Councilman Waldorf read the letter. Mrs. Steel addressed
the Mayor and Council saying that if in the article that they were referring to her
as the elderly lady that there is a misunderstanding somewhere. The Mayor did not

I
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make that statement to here and if he had, as high tempered as she was, that she

I

would probably had a good comeback.
The Mayor in discussing the request from the Nitro Ministerial Association
to review the status of the Warehouse, stated that he had talked to Mr. Ralph Chaney,
the person who operates the Warehouse. Mr. Chaney doesnot own the business,place,
that a Vending Machine Company does own it. He had told Mr. Chaney that the place
was run too loose. We are aware of the problems and the conditions will have to improve if it is to continue business.
The Police are very much concerned with this place of business.

There are a

lot t>£ things that have been going on that they have not been able to control. The
Poliee can not stay around the building all the time.
The Reverend Ball said that they would like to have a meeting with Mr. Chaney,
a pepresentative of the Police Department, the Council and other groups.

I

It is

very difficult to work with a business concern, it would be different if there were
a group with a set of rules. The Church can not tolerate the things that are going
on. We feel we need Police protection.
In answer to Councilman Goodwin's question regarding the man's licenses, the
Mayor said he has a general store license and a license for the machine. In
answer to question on beer being sold there, the Mayor said no it is not sold there
but we have heard that there has been some drinking going on.
Councilman Hoke said this place is a public nuisance and that he would like to
see Council take procedures to close ithdown.
The Mayor said it would require a conviction that the business is a public
nuisance and if found guilty that the operators or owners can take an appeal to the
Intermediate Court of Kanawha County. They would also have the right to appeal to the

I

Circuit Court and onto the Supreme Court.
The Reverend Goodpaster said that we are in this thing together, not as individuals. If there is a way that this place could be run properly and with adequate
supervisions andmake a descent place for children to congregate, the Nitro is in
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desperate need of recreation for pur youth.
It was suggested that a meeting be called and that a representative from the
schools, the Principal of the Nitro High School and the Nitro Junior High School,

I

the President of the Student Council of the Jr. High and High School, representative of the Police Department and that Mr. Chaney be asked to attend this meeting.
The meeting will be held March 9, 1971 at 7:30 in the Council Chambers.
The Mayor informed Council that the truck operated by Jess Harrison had been
wrecked on Norwood Road during icy weather condition and now that the motor had
burned up. We used this truck for three years, and it would cost us Seven to Eight
Hundred Dollars to repair it.
We had found a good used truck and he had agreedto pruchase the truck, however,
it had not been paid for. It is a 68 Chevrolet, the cost is $1,3^0.00.
Councilman Hoke asked if a bid had been secured.
The Mayor said he had gotten a bid for a used truck from Holman Motor Sales, we
had been offered $100.00 for our old truck but that we thought there was more salvage

I

that we could use, so we had kept that truck for the parts.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, to accept the purchase of this truck. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor told the Council thatour black Police Cruiser is in the garage, and
that it is a continuous cost on repairs on this car.
The Mayor and Council discussed si curing bids on a new cruiser. It was pointed
out that the motor in the Police Package car was too heavy, that the motor should be
a medium size.
The Council studied the bid forms on the Police Cruiser and made the necessary
changes.

Councilman Allen reported that on Third Avenue and l&th Street there is a spring
coming off the hill and during bad weather it is very icy and there is not a ditch
there to drain the water.

I
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Councilman Aleln also reported a call be had gotten from a person who livesy

I

Childers Chevrolet Garage, complaing of reddog all over the street from the used
car lot and that he wanted to know how far back Childers property could be used as
business and that he couldnot give him an answer.
The Mayor said he believed that it was the first hundred and forty feet.
Councilman Waldorf reported that our garbage trucks should pick up Nitro High
School and Nitro Elementary School separately.

The trucks are carrying mud 6nto

paved streets and suggested the truck park on Third Avenue and carry the trash to
the truck.
Councilman Tidquist reported that Norwood needs street lights, he also repor&ed
that he had checked on the call on Valentine Circle. He felt that the light was
adequate.
Councilman Tidquist also reported that the street light in front of the
Catholic Church needs a new fixture, he also suggested erecting speed limit signs

I

from West llth Street to the Pool.
Councilman Kniceley reported a broken sewer on Norwood.
The Mayor said thattthis was supposed have been taken care of.
Councilman Kniceley asked how we stood on Cable Television for the Brookhaven
area. The Mayor reported that he had received a petition with $5> percent of the
people, stating that they wanted Cable Television and the petition had been presented to the Cable Company.
Councilman Tidquist reported that the Taxi Company is taking over the parking
on 19th Street and Second Avenue.
Councilman Allen suggested passing an Ordinance to take care of parking on
streets. The Traffic Committee was asked to check 19th Street between Wintz Avenue
and 1st Avenue, as to one way coming in, and also lower Bank Street, as one way.

I

There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the Mayor
declared the meeting adjourne
W. W. Alexander, Mayor

(to^tce Lewis, Recorder
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March 16, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday Marcft 16, 1971.

H

There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis, Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist, and Kenton
L. Williamson, members of the Council. Councilman Tom Waldorf being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Theinvocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First Baptist
Church of Nitro.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the minutes of
March 2, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the Financial
Statement for the month of February, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motinn carried.
Councilman Allen said that he quoted 69.50 for the price of meters over 25
in count. It was put in the minutes as 65.50.
The Recorder read the Certification of Petition signed by 867 residents and

I

asked that the Certification be made part of the minutes.
CERTIFICATION

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, the Common Council
of the City of Nitro did on the l6th day of February, 1971, pass an Ordinance
amending Ordinance No. 97, which said Ordinance increased the rates for certain
Municipal Services furnished by said City, and,
WHEREAS, said Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, among other things, provided
t hat "In the event thirty persent of the qualified voters of the Municipality by
petition duly signed by them in their own handwriting and filed with the Recorder
of the Municipality wi thin t.f if teen days after the expiration of such publication
protest against such ordinance as enacted or amended, the Ordinance shall not become effective until it shall be ratified by a majority of the legal votes cast
thereon by the qualified voters of such Municipality at a regular Municipal election,

I
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as the governing body shall direct", and,

I

WHEREAS, at the protest meeting held on February 16, 1971, a petiton was
filed with the City Recorder,within the time required by law, purporting to bear
the signatures of 86? persons, some of said signatures being signed "Mr. and Mrs.",
which petition on its face showed that the names had not been signed in their own
handwriting, and
WHEREAS, there are 3,1±90 qualified voters in the City of Nitro residing in
Kanawha County, West Virginia, and 721 qualified voters in the City of Nitro residing in Putnam County, West Virginia, or a total of 1;,211 qualified voters
residing in the City of Nitro, and 30 percent of the qualified voters in said
City are 1263 voters, and
WHEREAS, if all purported signatures are taken at face value, which appear
on said petition, it does not meet the requirements of Chapter, 3 Article 13,

I

Section 13.
NOW, THEREFORE, WITNES3ETH: That I, GRACE LEWIS, Ctiy Recorder of the City
of Nitro, do hereby certify to the Common Council of the City of Nitro that said
petition filed on February 16, 1971, with said Recorder, protesting the increase
inrr&tes for said Municipal Service Charge, purposing to contain the signatures
of 867 qualified voters of said municipality, does not comply with Chapter 8,
Article 13, Chapter 13, which requires signatures of thirty percent of the qualie
fied voters in said municipal!tjy, in their own handwriting, and that thirty percent of said qualified voters would be 1263.persons.
Given under my hand this l6th day of March, 1971.
Grace Lewis, Recorder

I

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF KANAWHA, TCMi/IT:
Taken, subscribed and sworn to before the undersigned Notary Public by Grace
Lewis, City Recorder, on this the l6th day of March , 1971.
My commission expires

June 28, 1976

.
Notary Public
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, to accept the
Certification. Upon a vote motion carried.
Upon the Attorney's advise Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman

I

Goodwin, to accept the Recorder's findings as set out in the Certification. Upon
a vote motion carried.
The Recorder presented copies of the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation
Authority regarding the acquistion of the Charleston Transportation Bus Company,
it sets out the accounts for each town in the Valley and Kanawha County.

The

amount of Nitro*s portion on the purchase price beigg $5,900.00.
The Mayor told Council that the City's letter had been written stating that
Council wholeheartedly supported the Transportation Authority takingover the
bus Company but that the City of Nitro could not financially participate.
The Mayor said also he had received several letters concerning the acquistion of the Bus
Company, one from.Morris Harvey College..Marshall Bucklew..and the Labdr Committee,
The Mayor said also le feTb tnat this was a worthwhile project out ne did not
know if City Governments should be expected to participate financially.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke to table this matter

I

for the present. Upon a votemotinn carried.
Councilman Kniceley reported on meeting held March 9, 1971 concerning the
Warehouse Restaurant.

Mr. McKLwain, Principal of Nitro Jr. High School, Ron Currie,

President of Nitro High School Student Council, and Ministers, Kenneth Ball, Father Byer,
James Horton, and Harold Goodpaster, Becky Smith and Jim Estep of the Student
Council of Nitro Jr. High School, Chief Palmer and Mayor Alexander were present.
From the discussions in the meeting a Committee was formed to make a study
of problems concerning the Warehouse.
The Committee had met and made thefollowing recommendations which he submitted and asked that theybe made part of the minutes.

I
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RECOMMEIDATIONS FROM WAREHOUSE COMMITTEE

I

1. Post signs in building "no acholic beverages" and "no rough housing".
(A) Mr. Chanejywill be firm with any violators and if necessary call for
Police help when needed.
2. Police Department to continue closer surveilance as long as needed,
(a) Not allow drinking of acholic beverage on sidewalks, streets or in
cars parked along street.
3. Upgrade lighting in frontof Warehouse building and St. Paul United Methodist
Church.
(a) No parking area to extend from fire station for two more car length in
front of Warehouse.
(B) Place trash cans in front of Warehouse to help keep sidewalks and street
area clean.
il. Ask Mayor to write a letter to be delivered by Police to all places who have
a license to sell acholic beverages asking that I-D's be check carefully
and expressing that any violation will be dealt with in proper manner.
5. Make it clearly understood that this committee is not trying to close the
Warehouse, but to improve it to the point that all youth will feel safe and
unashamed to go there.
If the Warehouse is eventually closed it will be done through the
utter disregard for common courteously arid denency by those youth who
frequent the place.
WAREHOUSE COMMITTEE ON YOUTH

I

Ken Kniceley, Chairman
David Tidquist
Capt. Palmer
Ralph Chaney
Reverend Ball

Ron Currie
Becky Smith
Larry Cunningham
Terry Racer
Leah York

In answer to Councilman Goodwin's question on who is responsible, Councilman
Kniceley, said that this is a place of business and the primaryresponsibilitiy is
the owners.
The Street Light Committee is to check the lights in the area of the Warehouse as to up-grading.
Mayor Alexander in discussin number h, said in a recent check that they
have found places selling package beer that have, not been too careful as to the
age limit of the purchaser.
Councilman Kniceley said this ^ommittiee; will stand and that it will more or

I

less have to play by ear.
The Mayor said that if this plase of business is closed down it will be the
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youngsters fault in closingit.
Councilman Kniceley said that this is one reason that they had three people
who frequent the Warehouse to sit in on the.<:imeeting and help make up the recommendations.

I

Mr. Chaney and the Police will work together.

Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Councitoan Hoke, to accept the recomendations of the Committee and offer our support to the Warehouse. Upon a vote
motion carried.
Councilman Allen reported the findingof the Traffic Committee. On North Bank
Street the Committee suggested making the street one way from 21st Street fao 22nd
Street traveling north.
Thereupon Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to make
North Bank Street one way from 21st Street to 22nd Street traveling north. Upon
a votemotionccarried.
Councilman Allen reported on the survey in and around the Taxi Company Area.
The Committee worked out an agreement with the Company and the Committee believes

I

that the problem will be solved without any recommendation being made.
Councilman Allen reported that he had made several survey of the situation
on 19th Street and there is very little traffic except for school busses. Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to have a"No Left Turn" onto 1st
Avenue, Rt. 25 off of 19th Street.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The following letter was read to Council.
As residents and homeowners on Hillside Drive and citizens of the City of Nitro,
we submit this letter of request.
We request permission to appear before the Nitro City Council on March 16,
1971 for the purpose of protesting -what we believe to be a violation or zoning
on Hillside Drive.
We wish to portest the use of land on Hillside Drive zoned as R-l as a mobile
home sales, lot. This property fronting on State Route 25 is currently beingused
for a sales lot by Torch Mobile Home Sales. This property, divided by an 18 foot
alley right of way and extending to Hillside Drive, zoned as Rl, is being used as
a single parcel of land including the alley right of way. We see this usage as a
direct!violation of city zoning laws.
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I

We also wish to protest the method of fill which was used on this property.
The fly ash was not completely covered but covered haphazardly with a thin layer
of slag. The fill also created a pond on the corner of Hillside Drive and Wilson
Street. This pondecreates an accident hazard for our children and a health hazard
for us all.
We will request the Mtro City Council to take action on this violation.
Signed by Jack Legg and James Wolfe
Jack Legg, one of the singers of the letter said he thought the letter was
self explanatory.

The Trailers are parked on City property on a lot that faces

Hillside Drive and that this property is R-l property for residence only.
CounciLnan Kniceley said that in 19!?9 the Planning Commission has recommended
that this area be classified as R-l and pointed out on the map that it was shaded
and designated as R-l, residential.
Councilman Kniceley said that there is no question that we have, a "..violation
of the Zoning Ordinance and that we should notify the trailer owner of this.
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Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to notify the
trailer owner that he is in vilation and to comply with the City Ordinance.

Upon

a vote motion carried.
In regard to the question of charting the right of way the Ma$or said he was
of the opinion that you couldnot put it in a deed and have it upheldin Court.
Luke Michael, Attorney, said that in sub-divisions it could be put in every deed
that it could be changed.
Mr. Michael informed the group that he felt that they were dwelling to much
this was
on the alley problem and that he did not think^ne answer to the people' s
problem.

Where the alley is concerned we have nothing to stand on, you are going

to have to approach the problem on zoning.

He insisted that this problem could

not be fought over opening or closing the alley or the man having parked trailers

I

on the alley.

Mr. Michael said that the City should advise the owner and the

leasee, that they are in violation of the Zoning Ordinance and that he wouldprepare a legal notice and have it legally served and give them 30 dajys.
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Councilman Kniceley reported that there is water standing on a part of the
property owned by the Nitro Furniture Company-

The Mayor said that the owner is

remodelingthe building and that he believes that this problem will be taken care

I

of.
Regarding the matter of the drainage being installed the Mayor said he had
talked to Mr. Harvey and advised an l8-ince drain all the way down to 1st Avenue
to join a 2ii-inch drain and that Mr. Harvey had agreed to install an 18-inch drain
line from Wilson Street all the way to the 2^-inch line.
Jack Legg, entered a complaint against Bayless of the Modern Supply, dumping
in baek of his lot three limbs, pieces of other debris.
The Mayor said he understood that the lot which is in the rear of the Modern
Supply was to be used as a parking lot.
A report was made that the street sign was taken down and lying on the property. It was also reported that the fly ash was n6t being properly covered in
compliance with a recently passed ordinance.
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The Mayor presented to Council the following proposals.
This proposal supersedes, and makes additions to, the proposal dated March 9, 1971«
The following quotation, submitted by theBuckeye Unionlnsurance Company as of
March 10, 1971, covers specified property (a) belonging to, or contraolled by, The
City of Nitro, West Virginia
L-jmits of Liability
$100/300,000.00
$100/600.00

Personal Liability
Property Damage

Areas Covered
Area around the water basin created by the construction of a dam across Blakes
Creek as a Water Shed Control project.
Boat used by the caretakerof the Water Shed area with a maximum of £0 (fifty)
H.P't in the motor used to propel said boat.
City Swimming Pool

I
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City Park Area and Play Ground Equipment
Sewage Disposal Plant
City Sewer Systems
Nitro Library
City Hall, Building; City Fire Station; Garage Area between these two buildings

I

Area Excluded e,—-"
Personal and private boating on waters of Water Shed Area
City Streets and sidewalks.
Proposed Annual Premium
$1083.00
Signed Ray W. Ellis
The Mayor explained that our Pool Insurance cost around fifteen hundred a
year and the Park Insurance if five hundred. This company is still working to try
to get a blanket coverage on our Vehicles included in the Policy.
The Mayor and Council discussed this matter at length and it was pointed out
that thispolicy is over $900.00 less than what we are paying for the Pool and
the Park alone.
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Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley to authorize permission

to investigate the Vehicles being made a part of the policy and to accept this

particular finished portion.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Kniceley reported to Council that since Utilities are all being
increased and other costs going up that there will be additional cost to opperating
the Pool.

It will cost us One Thousand to Twelve Hundred additional cost this

year and this does not include an increase for employees wages. He also pointed
out that we assume the sales tax on Pool passes, gate receipts, and concessions.
The Adult rate is 75>£ and that he felt it should be $1.00. He suggested increasing
the family pass to $26.00 and a single pass to $13.00 thereby collecting enough
to pay the taxes that the City has been paying.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept the

I

Recommendation increasing adult admission, gate admission from 75$ to $1.00, inerasing family pool passes to $26.00 and a single to $13.00.

Upon a vote motion

carried.
Councilman Kniceley said he feltthat we had had a tremendous year last year
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and hope to have a treme££9us year. The Pool will open Memorial Day and we will
again have working with us the Citizens Committee that the swimming classes are
planned to being the second week of June.

I

Councilman Tidquist reported that the people of 3o. Washington Avenue would
like to have a street light. The Recorder suggested keeping a list of street
lights that are recommended until after our budget had been completed.
The Mayor explained that we did not have have all assessments figures that we onlj
have the figures from Putnam County and this shows that Public Utilities valuation
has dropped due to a new formula used by the Tax Commissioner.
He did not know what this would mean to us until after we received our assessment figures from Kanawha County. The Legislature had not done a -whole lot for
the Cities and that he couldnot understand this new formula used by the Board of
Public workers.

Since the book value on the Utilities is up.

In answer to Councilman Allen's question on how far a car can park from a
corner the Mayor replied & 20 foot radious. He explained we had had quite a few
csrs parked on the sidewalks and that the Police had been cracking down on them.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question on when will water be put in the
lake. The Mayor said just as soon as the boat docks are built.
Councilman Allen said that the Taxi Cab would like to put in a gas tank at
the Cab stand.

The Mayor said that it could 'nt be allowed as it should be 80

feet from any structure .
Councilman Allen pointed out that the City was in violation.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor placed ths meeting in recess.
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March 23,

I

1971

The Council met in recessed session on March 23,

1971.

Present were: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, and Tom Waldorf,
members of the Council.

Councilman Ken Williamson being absent.

The Mayor called the meeting to order.
Councilman Kniceley opened the bids for the Police Cruiser.
C & 0 Motors - No Bid
Holman Motor Sales
$3,272.65
Childers Chevrolet
2,386.77
Cargill
2,599.00

trade in value $ i;00.00
trade in value
900.00
trade in value 1,5U8.00

The Mayor and Council discussed these bids. Councilman Hoke said he had
gotten the opinion of a Police Officer of the kind of car that should be pruchased.
That from the experience the man had had, he said the Chevrolet has given more
service and the Horse Power shouldbe around 290, with heavy duty suspension.

I

Tn

discussionit was brought out that Childers Chevrolet is the low bidder

and that the car would be serviced locally.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to accept the low

bid from Childers Chevrolet, which is $2,386.77. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder gave the Council copies of the Reconciliation Sheets of the
City Receipts and Expenditures to the end of February 1970.
The Recorder read a letter from the State Tax Commissioner which was included with the copies of the audit having ended June 30, 1970.

The Recorder read

remarks contained in the Budget which analyzed the Levy Estimate for the year
1969 - 70. The letter pointed out that when it becomes evident to the Mayor and
Council that actual revenues and expenditures will exceed those in the approved
Levy Estimate, even after a revision has been made, then proper action should be

I

taken to revise the Levy Estimate again. The Revision shall be made only with
the prior written approval of the Tax Commissioner. The performance bonds the
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remarks were "Chapter lla, Article 1, Section 15, 1931, Code of West Virginia, as
amended, states, in partj, For the faithful performance of this duty, he shall
execute a bond, to be approved by the municipal council, in the penalty to be
estimated he will collect within any period of two months.

I

The premium on such

bond shall be paid by the municipality." This references was made due to the fact
that Nitro does not have a bond on the Kanawha County and the Putnam County
Sheriff's as required by the above law.
The Recorder explained to Council that in an effort to affix the anount of
the amount of bond, that she had called both the Kanawha and Putnam County offices
and in talking to Mr. Brockway in the Kanawha County Sheriff's Office, Mr. Brockway had explained that the Sheriff has a blanket bond covering all money
collected by his office.

However, Mr. Brockway has tried to get a definite answer

to this sameqquestion as to the amount of bond from the Tax Commissioner's Office.
The Recorder informed that she has talked to Mr. Pearson in the Tax Department regarding this amount and that he suggested taking onehigh month collection

I

and a consecutive month and that she had requested a letter from him to this affect
and that on Friday, Mr. Pearson had called the Mayor and informed him that he had
written the letter to the Sheriff's office but as;:to date we do not have any
figures for a bond for either sherrif.
The Recorder gave copies of the Comparison sheets for the 1971-72 Levy
Estimate.
The assessed value figures were read as follows:
Number I
Personal Property

$1,0^9,?6U.00

Public Utility Property

Total Class No. I
Number II
Real Estate
Number IV
Real Estate
Personal Property
Public Utility Prperty
Total Class No. IV

8U3.300.00

1,903,061*.00
11,0^8,960.00

I

£,1;23,U90.00
k,083,309.00
2,180,700.00
11,607,1*99.00

TOTAL ASSESSED VALUATION

$2U,6U9,523.00
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The Recorder explained that in working up the amounts that we had to allocate

I

for the bond that our rate figures for this year would be the same as they were for
last year. The current rate would be:
Class I 60
Class II 320
Class IV 6U0
The bond rate would be :
Class I 2.750
Class II 5.5
Class IV
The Mayor explained to Council that the Board of Public Works had used a new
formula this year, thereby, reducing all Public Utilities taxes, even though the
book valuation on Public Utilities had increased. He understood that three members
of the Board of Public Workers had voted against the use of the formula.
Qur figures show that we lost the most on Public Utilities in Putnam County.

I

The Mayor explained that the Legislature had passed a bill allowing a municipalities to collect Consumer Sales Taxes on Public Utilities within the town and
that this bill is on the Governors desk but the Governor has not signed it to law,
however, we have included it on the figures shown on the Comparison sheet. He had
talked with the Tax Commissioner's Office and he had been told that our budget
wouldnot be approved with this item, not unless it had become law, therefore, we
can not complete our budget tonight.
The Mayor explained that there was a chance that the Governor would let the
bill become law without his singature.
The Mayor explained that in calculating the figures that we were using an
addition in the Business & Occupational Tax for the contracting.

Also the Legis-

lature had passed a bill allowing Banks and Finance Companies to be taxed on the

I

Business & Occupational Tax and this had increased our figures on theBusiness
& Occupation Tax.
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In answer to Councilman Allen's question on the estimate for the Municipal
Service Fee, the Mayor said that we really did noti-doiow how many people would
fall under the amendment having been prepared for retired people but we esti-

I

mated about ij.00 people.
Councilman Allen said that he had a copy of the last Census showing housing
units in Nitro to be 2?52.
In answer to Councilman Tidquist's question about getting more money from
the Civic Benefit Association, the Mayor said that we are still trying, that they
had had a meeting last week and are to have another one in the very near future.
In explaining the increase and expenditures the Recorder explained that with
the extra money that we hope we are going to get, we have provided a $2J>.00 across
the board increase for salaried employees and the equivalent for the hourly employees .
ihe

Mayor told Council that some of the employees had approached him on

using $5.00 of the increase as a fringe benefit for the employees.

I

The Council discussed the new law passed for the working hours of the Fire
Department. The Law states 112 hours for ll* consecutive days. We will have to
ccheck this matter closely to see how much it is going to affect us.
'1'he Mayor said he intended to check with the State Labor Department on this
change.
The Recorder pointed out that the Fire Department had made the improvements
to the kitchen and had done a beautiful job. The living quarters are disgraceful
and we have allocated money to make improvements inlheir living quarters and
also improvements made in the Police Office.
The Mayor: referred to the last itme Council of the Regional Intergovernmental
Council explaining that it was necessary for the City to be a paying member of
RIG in order to receive any Federal funds.

I
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Councilman Kniceley explained that the Park Board was going to have a meeting

I

and that he would like to talk to the Council about a couple of things that
were going to be discussed. Adjacent to the ladies restroom they hoped to put
in a concession room whereby they can have coin machines and they feel that they
caimake a little money from this. The bleachers at the park are in bad shape and
it would be necessary to buy new ones. He reported that the press box should
be completed at the time of opening the 1st of May.
Councilman Kniceley also told the Council that the Recreation area in
Brookhavetfneeds three pieces of equipment which amounts to $U99.00.
Councilman Kniceley said that it would take about four to six weeks for
delivery of this equipment.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin to approve the
ordering of the three pieces of equipment for the Brookhaven area. Upon a vote

I

motion carried.
The Mayor and Council also discussed other areas that might be used for
recreation purposes in the Riverdale Acres area that there was a great need
for recreation ground.
The Mayor said that Frak Gillispie owned a piece of property and that
it might be landfilled and it would make a good area for recreation.
The area where the Tennesee Gas Transmission lines lies is a good area
but there has been neighborhood fights of the use of this area for recreation
and that one personclaims that they have a letter from the Tennessee Gas
Transmission giving them permission to mow and take care of the property.
Councilman Goodwin mentioned a Mr. Braunlin putting up another building and
asked that it be checked.

I

The Council granted the Mayor permission to have Mr. Michael prepare the
necessary Ordinance pertaining to the budget.
The Council also discussed the Attorney's pay and suggested it be increased
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$500.00 a year.

•

Councilman Hoke moved the meeting recessed.

I

I
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The City Council met in recess session Tuesday, March 30, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexanderj Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidqaist and Tom Waldorf, members of
Council. Councilman Kenneth K. Kniceley and Kenton L. Williamson being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Recorder referred to remarks made in the audit for June 1970 with references to bonding of Sheriffs of Kanawha and Putnam Counties and read the following
letter from the State Tax Department.
During a prior conversation you stated that the Sheriff of Kanawha County
was adequately bonded and inquired as to the necessity for Kanawha County
municipalities to provide bond for the Sherrif of KanawhaCounty in regard to
municipal tax colllections.
If the Sheriff is presently bonded for an amount sufficient to cover
municipal tax collections and other monies coming into his hands as Treasurer
of the County, including monies belonging to the Board of Education, I see no
need for the municipalities to provide additional bond. Adequacy of the
Sheriff's bond and the manner in which such bond is provided does not, however,
alter the provision of Code llA-l-l£ that the Sheriff shall each month pay sail
taxes collected for any municipal corporation into the treasury of such corporation.

I

If additional information is desired or if I can be of further assistance
concerning this matter, please advise.
Signed: Ronald G. Pearson, Director Local Government Relations Division
Councilman Hoke suggested that a letter be written to the Sheriff of
Kanawha and Putnam Counties stating that the Council agrees with the Tax Department in reference to the State Code 11A-1-15 which provides that the Sheriff
shall each month pay all taxes collected from the Municipal corporation to the
\j

treasury of the Corporation and in this manner. Councilman Hoke said he felt that
we would be protecting ourselves. The Council all agreed to take this action and
have it as a matter of record.

I

The Recorder referred Council to their copies of Comparision sheets which

were presented to them at last weeks meeting. The Receipts increased in amount
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$500.00 making a total estimated receipts $399,629.00. Then in the estimated
expenditures column to increase item 5, Salary of City Attorney $500.00 making
the figure $1,000.00, thereby, making the total estimated expenditure $501,539.00.

I

This is the only change that has been made in the figures and the Recorder
asked that a vote on the increase for the City Attorney be in order . Thereupon
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the City Attorney
Salary be $1,000.00 per year.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Last week in discussing the budget the Council discussed a $25.00aeross the
board increase for all salaried employees or 13# an hour or the equivalent for
hourly employees. Also discussed a $20.00 increase across the board providing a
$5.00 fringe benefit for the Municipal Service Fee for the City employees.

In

answer to Councilman Goodwin's question of any employee living outside the City
limits the answer was that we had one, however, that this one will move back into the
City as his moving had been a temporary one.
Councilman Hoke asked how the fringe benefit will be recorded.

The Mayor

I

said that it wouldl.be a matter of record. However, these details had not been
worked out but suggested that we pay\ibhe $20.00 increase to them and not collect
the Municipal Service Fee from the employees.
The Recorder suggested that the recordina the Municipal Service Office be
marked as a fringe benefit in order to have a record of it.

Councilman Allen

asked how this would show on an audit, Councilman Goodwin said that it has to
come out as a fee then it would show up as money recietfed.
Councilman Allen doubted the auditor liking the idea of marking the record
fringe benefit stating further that he is not against this fuinge benefit but if
we start taking money out of one account and showingit in another account it
may cause trouble.
Councilman Allen sgggested getting some legal advise onthis question,;
Councilman Hoke suggested asking the Budget Department. The Mayor said

I
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that we would write a letter and ask for the approval and opinion as to how to

I

handle the payment of a fringe benefit. The Recorder pointed out that the rates
of our Budget this year were the same as last year.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, to grant a $25.00
across the board for all salaried employees and that the equivalent to the hourly
employees and to use the fringe benefit as it is approved by the Tax Commissioner.
Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor told Council that we have one employee who is receiving truck
driver wages but most of his work is operating the heavy equipment and that his
pay should be increased 5 or 10# more on thehour. He is a dependable employee
and has on numerous occasion worked late at night.
Councilman Waldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that Carl Higginbotham's pay be adjusted 100 on thehour. Upon a vote motioncarried.

I

The question was asked how many customers do we collect garbage from outside the City limits. The Mayor said we have five on top of Nitro Heights and
a few from the Blakes Creek Area. They pa$ the same amount that the customers
in town with a once a week pick up.
Councilman Hokepointed out that there was a thing that Nitro is going to
have to face, that is being done in most towns and that is that the residents
place thier garbage on the curb for the trucks to pick up the garbage. Thereby eliminating a great number of employees. He has been in a number of places
where this is the manner in which the garkage is picked up and that we should
be giving some thought to this.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, to accept the Levy
Estimate and Upon a vote motion carried and all members of the Council proceeded

I

to sign the Levy Estimate forms as follows:
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF KANAWHA & PUTNAM,
MUNICIPALITY OFNITRO, TO-wit:

I

At a recessed session of the Council the municipality of Nitro held in the
Council chambers thereof, in the City Building on the 30 day of March, 1971j there
were present:

W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recording Officer, and L. I.

Hoke, Tom M. Waldorf, E. L. Goodwin, Ray V. Allen, and Hugo D. Tidquist, members
of the Council of said municipality.
In accordance with Section lit, Atricle 8, Chapter 11, of the West Virginia
Code as Amended, the Council proceed^o make an estimate of the amounts necessary
to be raised by levy of taxes for the current fiscal year, and doth determine and
estimate the several amounts to be as follows:
CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES
Estimate Form No. 1

ESTIMATE

I

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS:
(1) The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from
every source during the fiscal year, ESCEPT FROM THE LEVY OF TAXES to be made for

the

year.
Balance in Hands of City Treasurer (Estimated)
Balance in Hands of Sheriff (Estimated)
Redemption and Sale of Delinquent Lands
Police Fines and Costs
Permits-Building, Street Sewer and Other
Swimming Pool
Rents, Buildings and Concessions
Civic Benefits Association
Taxes Gross Sales (Business & Occupation)
Dog
Franchise
Consumers' Sales (Liquor)
Amusement

Fees:

Consumers Sales Cutilities
Municipal Service
Library
Service Fees
Lisenses:
Electricians and Plumbers
General
Miscellaneous
Total Estimated Receipts to Page E-6

573051(..00
6,850.00
1.00
12,000.00
1,000.00
15,000.00
U20.00
18,000.00
953300.00
200.00
1,000.00
16,000.00
5 > 00

30,78U-00
137,000.00
100.00
15-00
700.00
k,700.00
3,500.00
399,629.00

I
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ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES:

I

1. Salary of Mayor
2. Salary of Recorder
3. Salry of Treasurer
U. Salary of Police Judge
5. Salary of City Attorney
6. Salary of CQuncilnien
7. Salaries of Assistants and Clerks
8. Salaries of Chief and 8 Police
9. New Equipment Police Department
10. General Expenses Police Department
11. Policemen's Pension Fund
12. Salaries and Expenses Feeding Prisoners
13. Salaries of Chief and 6 Firemen
lit. New Equipment Fire Department
15- General Expense Fire Department
16. Firemen's Pension Fund
1^. Salaries Health Commissioner and Employees
18. General Expenses Health Department
19. Salaries, Garbage Employees
20. New Equipment Garbage Department
21. General Expenses, Garbage Department
22. Buildings Maintenance Salaries and Supplies
23. Repairs to Jail and City Buildings
2it. Furniture, Fixtures and Office Machines
25- Stationery, Office Supplies and Equipment
26. Postage
27. Water - Fire Portection, Streets and Sewers
28. Water - City Building andother Purposes
29. Light for Street Lighting
30. Light - City Building, Traffic Lights, Etc.
31. Repairs, Street and Traffic Lights
32. Fule - Heating City Building
33. Telephone and Telegraph (All Departments^.
3k' Rents - City Hall and Other Buildings
35' Legal Publications
36. Insurance on City Building and Other Property
37. Premiums on Policemen's and Official Bonds
38. Election Expenses
39. Attorney's Fees, Court Costs and Damages
I|.0. Salaries, Engineering Department
lj.1. General Expenses, Engineering Deparrtment

I

J4.2. Salaries and Wages all Street Employees

lj.3.
UU.
lj.5.
14.6.
i;7.
1^8.
k9•
50.
51.
52.

I

New Equipment Street Department
Materials, Supplies and Expenses, Street Department
Maintenance of Sewers, Salaries and Supplies
Construction of New Streets, Sidewalks and Sewers
Workmen's Compensation Premiums
Audit by Tax Commissioner
Refunding Erroneous Payments
Watershed Program
Parks and Playground, Salaries, Supplies arid Expenses
Planning Commission;

8,100.00
7,200.00
1.00
2,1;00.00
1,000.00
2,UOO.OO
9,000.00
68,000.00
3,000.00

8,500.00
3,000.00
;10,500.oo
1^3,000.00
2,500.00

U, 000.00

2,U65.oo
1,1+00.00
1,100.00

66,600.00
9,100.00
26,000.00
863.00

3,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,300.00
10,000.00
300.00
11,000.00

1,500.00
25.00
1,200.00
1,600.00
2,500.00
3,000.00
UOO.OO
2,000.00

1,500.00

2,000.00
2,000.00
28,000.00

U,ooo.oo
9,000.00
5oo.oo
1,200.00
2,000.00

65o.oo
5o.oo
10,000.00

10,565.00
275.00

400
53.
5U.
55.
56.
57.
58.
58A
58B
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
A

Traveling and Car Expenses of City Officials
300.00
Civilian D§£?nse
100.00
Municipal Building Program
2,000.00
Treas. Fees
135-00
Library, Salaries, Supplies and Expenses
3,000.00
Social Security
13,000.00
Public Employees Retirement
111,000.00
Dues to League & Council (Code 8-12-6)
210.00
Contingent Expenses (Mandatory Only)
1,000..00
Dog Pound Expenses
2,300.00
Swimming Pool
16,000.00
Water Shed Recreation Facilities
56,000.00
Regional Intergovernmental Council
800.00
- Total Current Expenses
501,539.00
Estimated Former Year's Obligations:
Orders Outstanding
Unpaid Bills
Estimated total former years' ollligations
B - Amount of unpaid obligations to be paid from current levy
(NOTE: If contractural debt levy is proposed, do not include in
above items covered by said levy).
Total estimated disbursements (A & B)
Less estimated receipts brought forward from page E-lj. 399,629.00
Net amount to be raised by levy (Page E-7)
101,910.00

501,539.00
]

TOTAL RECEIPTS

501.539.00

I

And the council doth determine and estimate that it will be necessary to
raise by a levy of taxes for the current fiscal year for current regular municipal
purposes the net amount of $101,910.00 and to provide for said amount the following
levies are proposed to be laid on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class
of property, viz:
Sixteen
cents ( 160) on Class No. I property
Thirty-twocents (320) on Class No. II property
Sixty-fourcents (6U0) on Class No. IV property,

I

for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein as follows:
CLASS
£pec<a)
Proposed Taxes Levied
Number I
\~eo^
Rates
(Whole dollars)
Personal Propprty
$1,059,761^.00 9.750 + 6.250
160
$1,696.00
Public Utility Prpperty
8^3,300.00 9.750 + 6.250
160
l,3Jtg.OO
Total Class No. I
1,903,06^.00
3,01*5-00
Number II
Real Estate
11,058,960.00 J9-50 + 12.50
320
35,389.00
Number IV
Real Estate

390

+ 250

6k$

3^,#IQ.OO

Personal Property
k,083,309.00 390
Public UtilityProperty
2,180,700.00 390
Total Class No. IV 11,657,499.00

+ 250
+ 250

6U0
6U0

26,133-00
13,956.00
71±,799-00

TOTALS

5,U23.i|90.00

2i;,6U9,523.00

113,233.00

Less Delinquent Taxes and Exonerations Estimated at 10$
Net amount to be rasied by Levy

11,323.00
101,910.00

I

Uoi
MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES - INTEREST AND SINKING FUND

Estimate Form No. 2

ESTIMATE

I

The Council proceeded to make an estimate of the amount necessary to be
raised by a levy of taxes for the current fiscal year for interest, sinking
fund and amoritization requirements of bonded indebtedness, legally incurred
by a vote of the people as provided by law, since the adoption of the tax
limitation amendment, owing by said municipality, as follows:
Date of Vote
Authorizing
Issue

7-1-53
5-5-55
12-16-58
Totals

168,000.

Amount
of Bonds
Outstanding
$ 7,500.
1+3,000.
133,000.

313,000.

183,500.

Original
Amount of
Issue

$ 50,000.
95,000.

Sinking Fund
$3,500.

U,ooo.
li.ooo.

Amount Required for
Interest
Total
$ 225.
$3,725.
1,182.
5,182.
l+,987.
8,987.

11,500.

6,39l+.

17,89U.

Delinquent Taxes and Exonerations Estimated at 10$
1,789.
Total amount to be raised by a Levy of Taxes
19,683.
and to provide for said amount the following levies are proposed to
be laid on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class of property, viz:
AUTHORIZED RATES
(Must be in Ration of 1,2, and 1+)

I

Two & Three - Quarters cents (2.750) on Class No. I Property,
Five & one-half
(5-5 0) on Class No. II Property,
Eleven
(ll 0) on Class No. IV Property,

for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein as follows:
CLASS

Number I

Assessed
Valuation
1,059,761+.00

Personal Property
Public Utility Property
81+3,300.00
r,903,061+.00
Total Class No. I
Number II
11,058,960.00
Reil Estate
Number IV
5,l+23,U9Q.oo
Real Estate
Personal Property
t083,309.oo
Public Utility Property 2,180,700.00
Total Class No. IV 11,687,1+99.00
TOTALS

I

2l+, 61+9,523.00

Proposed
Rates
2.750
2.750

5.50
110
110

Taxes Levied
(Whole Dollars)
$ 291.00
232.00
523.00
6,082.00

5,966.00
U,U92.00
2,399.00
12,857.00
19,1+62.00

U02

Councilman Allen had had a lady call him who says that she can not come to
the City Hall to sign an affidavit.

The Mayor said that we will have several

people in this category and that it will be necessary for either Miss Lewis or

I

himself to go to the people's homes to notarise the affidavit.
Councilman Waldorf said he would like to know who the exemption really applies
to, that he would like a good understanding. Councilman Allen said his intension
was really not to make it as a retired thing. We do have some widows that are
working on small incomes. Councilman Hoke said thit it was intended for widows
with an income of $300.00 or less.
Councilman Waldorf asked how many this would include with an income of $300.00
or less.

It was pointed out that it would takein quite a number of people.

The Mayor informed Council that we have b&enl rentinghtwo trucks ftom Efcteppe
Construction Company. Mr. Esteppe is going out of business and that he has
offered to sell these two trucks to the City. He is asking $1,000.00 for one truck
and $1,300.00 for the other truck. He is renting the trucks to the City at the

I

rate of $i;.00 an hour, and if the City should want to buy the trucks then the $lj..OO
an hour rent for the trucks would go toward the purchase price. He pointed out,
thought, that the truck for $1,000.00, that we are mot interested in it. In using
the trucks, the men said that it was not in good condition. However the one
for $1,300.00 has a new motor and is in good condition.
He is of the opinion that we are hauling enough dirt which we are getting
free to pay for the truck.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question, the Magor said the truck was a
1963.

It has new tires.

Cpuncilman Allen wanted to know if our men had driven

the truck, the Majgor told him that Jess Harrison and Carl Higginbotham both operated the truck. Councilman Waldorf asked if we would finish the present landfill
this year? He would like to see it finished and dressed up.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question, if we had the money and pointed out
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that people are watching us. The Mayor said that we didn't have the money but

I

sometimes its necessary to spend money to save money. He also pointed out that
one employee is willing to buy the truck and that we rent it from him. The Mayor
feels that we would not have to pay for the truck right at present.
Councilman Hoke suggested purchasing the truck and run it through,;the Bank
of Nitro on monthly installments.
Councilman Allen brought up the matter of street cleaning, that people are
crying about the streets and want to know why we do not get the machine out and
operate it.
"^e Majgor said thst the machine is used, perhaps not enoughy but when it is
used it is used at night when the streets are clear of cars.
Councilman Hoke suggested the Mayor talking to the owner of the truck and
contacting the Bank to see if we can finance the truck through the Bank.

I

Councilman Hoke said he wouldlike to see set up certain days for the crusiers
and equipment to berserviced and checked. The Mayor informed Council that the
crusiers are being serviced regularly, oil being changed,necessary plugs, points
and brakes and check the steering.

Tom Blasingim, one of the Police Officers,

has offered to do this service for $30.00 a month, and that he has worked as a
mechanic before he became a Police Officer.
Councilman Hoke suggested tkat he keep a record of the check upsson the
equipment.
Councilman Tidquist asked about the Shaw Lumber Company, if this place could
be cleaned. The Mayor informed that the Company has taken out bankruptcy.
Councilman Allen asked if we could find out who the property owner was.
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.
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MAYOR

1
April 6, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, April 6, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, *Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom M.
Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson, members of Council.
The; meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman iA/aldorf moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes for
March 16, 1971, March 23, 1971 and March 30, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote
motion carried.
The Mayor informed Council that the Insurance proposal submitted by Ray
Ellis at a previous meeting covering all City owned property including the Pool
and the Park and the Sewer systems, which the Council had accepted-for $1,803.00
premium that Mr. Ellis had submitted the bill for the figure of $973.00.
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Council, proceeded to discuss the Ordinance amending section 9, subsection
(b) of the Ordinance Number 97, of the City of Nitro, as amended,reducing the
Municipal Service charges to certain retired persons whose monthly gross income
is not more than Tree Hundred Dollars ($300.00). It was reported that to date
139 people had paid the $3.00 on the current collections of the Municipal
Service.

It was also reported that there are several problems cropping up,

especially problems;: 6fiwidows who have not reached the retired age and some who
are not able to work.
The Mayor said we will probably have around three to four hundred people
as we are just about half through this collection period.
The Mayor said that he felt that this Ordinance should be clarified.
The Recorder reported that one of the Charleston papers had misquoted the
Ordinance in that their information was that anyone with an income of less than
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$300.00 would be exempted. This caused quite a problem in the collection office.

The Recorder was asked to read the amendment in its entirety.
Councilman Hoke said that it was for retired persons and persons over the
age of 65.
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Mrs. Betty Shrewsbury informed Council that she was a widow and that she
does not have an income of $300.00 a month.
The Mayor said it may be necessary for Council to insert something into
this amendment in order to help the widows who are under the retirement age.
Councilman Allen said we had made allowance for at least 30o retired people
in the budget.
Councilmai Williamson said he thought a revision should be made for these
cases.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question, if thepeople do not own the
property do they have to pay it. The Mayor said yes, even if they are tenants.
The Mayor told Council that if any revision is to be made to the amendment
that itshtould be done before passage.
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Councilman Waldorf said that disabled persons should be considered also.
Mr. Michael, the Attorney,told Council that he would suggest the Council
to accept the Ordinance for Second Reading tonight and that a study be made of
the revisions to be included and that they be inserted into the Ordinance before complete passage.
The Recorder told Council that the way that the collection was being made
in the Municipal Service Office at the present that any person who iMo'rms the
collectors that they are retired and that their incomeis less than $300.00 then
the collectors are collecting only $3.00 from the persons.
Councilman Waldorf said that when we discussed this amendment that we had
mentioned the widows and disabled.
It was dedieied that three members of the Council be appointed as a Committee
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to make a study on this amendment and report their findings to the Attorney be-
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fore the next Council meeting in order that he may prepare and complete the
amendment. The Mayor appointed to the Committee, Councilmen, Allen, Hoke and
Goodwin.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to accept
the amendment as Second Reading. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Street Lighting Committee reported on their findings of up-grading
street lights on the vicinity of the Warehouse on 20th Street.
Councilman Tidquist reported that the Committee recommended up-gradingtwo
lights to 3500 Mercury Vapor, one light on the pole at the Fire Station and the
f

other one located at the corner of the Comstock Building on 20£h Street. On
ifllintz Avenue that a light be installed back of theBen Franklin Store and also
one on Wintz Avenue back of the Bank of Nitro and that
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the light afc the corner

of 20th Street and rtintz Avenue needs repairs.
Thereupon Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to
up-grade to 35>00 Mercury Vapor the light at the Fire Station and the corner of
Comstock Building on 20th Street.

That two 3^00 Mercury Vapor lights be installed

on Wintz Avenue at the rear of Ben Franklin store and there be a light installed
at the rear of the Bank of Nitro and the light at the corner of Wintz Avenue
and 20th Street be repaired.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Kniceley said that the Committee for the Warehouse would like
a couple of trash barrels places in front of the Warehouse. The Mayor said he
would try to get the barrels and that E. W. Hedrick would anchor them.
A model Ordinance concerning the 2% Consumer's Sale Tax on all Public
Utilities was passed to the Council for their study. Mr. Michale informed Council
that the Legislature had just passed this bill and that we were late in getting
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a copy of the bill and that before passage all Utilities mp.st be given a 60 days

notice, that we desired the Ordinance become effective the 1st of July.
Another thing that a meeting had been held with the Utilities to set out the
rules and regulations concerning the collection of this tax. The caption of this
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Ordinance must be advertised in this weeks paper and other than the rules aid
regulations the Ordinance will read the same.
Mr. Michael suggested Council pass this Ordinance for the First Reading and
that as soon as the rules and regulations were inserted in the Ordinance he would
prepare copies and sned to the Council.
Councilman Kniceley read the caption of the Ordinance.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to accept the
Ordinance on taxation of Public Utilities for First Reading. Upon a vote motion
carried.
In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question on the Utilities, Mr. Michael
informed that this covers all Utilities who services the Public.
The Mayor indiscussing the taxation of Banks and Loan Companies explained

I

to Council that we have not received a copy of this bill. It was passed and
became law without the signature of the Governor.
Due to a shortage of funds the Senate and House have not been able to publish
all bills and that as soon as it was published we will be sent a copy. It will be
necessary to hold this over until tlhemext:.meeting.
In discussion of the Ordinance regarding motorcycle riders wearing helmets
and goggles, the Mayor said prior to the State passage of this law that we had
had numerous people request the City to enact an Ordinance, however, since it was
not a state law, that we were unable to do so.
Mr. Michael suggested Council to direct him to prepare an Ordinance.

Thereupon

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, that the City Attorney
be directed to prepare an Ordinance governing the wearing of helmets and
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gogles by motorcyclists.

I

The Mayor presented plans for a memorial for the Viet Nam War dead of Nitro
informing this memorial is being built by the Wears family, whos son was killed
in Viet Nam.
The family/ would like to put it on City property and that there had been a
Committee working on this for sometime and that the decision had finally been
made to place it in front of the entrance of the City Hall, bringing two sidewalks on either side of the entrance.
There will be places for plaques on this monument for parents or relatives
of other boys who have been killed in Viet Nam.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question on how big the monument was to be,
the Mayor said it would be 3' high, 5' wide, 5>' deep.
Councilman Hoke asked the question where the Wears plaque was to be placed,
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the Mayor said it was to be on front.
Councilman Hoke asked what if otherpeople wanted to build another monument
in memorial of their sons that we would have a yard full of monuments in front
of City Hall.
The Mayor said that he did not believe that there would be many people
who wouldhave that kind of money.
The Mayor suggested limiting each plaque as to what it would be inscribed.
Councilman Kniceley saidhe wouldbe in favor of it if we could get everybody involved and have it community wise.
Councilman Tidquist said if we are going to put in something like this let
the City put the monument up and allow the plaques.
The Recorder said that this project had been started shortly after the
Wears boys death and that a Committee had been formed and that it had been publi-
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cized and that anyone who wished to make contributions could do so, there had
been contributions made and the money was in the Bank of Nitro and that J. E.

Temple was the Treasurer of the funds.
The Mayor said that the Committee had had several meetings.
Councilman Kniceley said that he was all for it but that he insisted that
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all people concerned should participate in the project.
The Mayor told Council that he had never had anyone come to him asking to
place a memorial monument with the exception of the Wears family.
Councilman Hoke said that we may have otherpeople who will want one after
seeing this monument .
Councilman Allen suggested having the Committee talk to the Council then
we can see how far they have come in contacting other people.
Councilman Tidquist said he would rather see the monument put up by the
City and have the names placed on it. The Mayor said that the Wears family are
wating for the Council to give them permission.
Councilmai Waldorf said the fact that this family is paying for this, that
he did not really think it would have much bearing on this matter.
the City should support and have the marker.

Probably

I

If the family wants to give the

money on this that he did not see why we should not accept it.
The Mayor made it plain that the family wants anyone who had lost their son
or husband in Viet Nam to have an opportunity to place a plaque on the monument.
Councilmai Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to give the Wears
family permission to install the monument.
Councilman Kniceley said he questioned the name of it and that all people
who have lost a son or husband should be contacted and asked if they wanted to
help then he would be in favor of it.
Councilman Hoke said the Committee should set the type of plaque that goes
on the Monument and sees that they are all the same.
Councilman Kniceley asked if the monument would be known as the Craig Wears

I
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Memorial or theViet Nam War Memorial.
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The Mayor said that the family had made it very plain to him that they did
not want any Memorial Service to be performed for their son. Upon a vote motion
carried.
Council an Hoke asked when the streets were going to be repaired.
The Mayor said just as soon as the weather gets a little warmer.
Councilman Hoke asked if the notices had been sent to the Trailer Sales on
1st Avenue.
The Mayor said yes, but it hud however, that we had found that there are
two or three more partys concerned and also that he had been told that they wbuld
start installing the drainage ; line right away.
Councilman Hoke brought up the question of the motorcycles being parked on
21st Street. The Mayor said that they are supposed to use a parking space until
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it is filled up and that several motorcycles can use one parking space.
Councilman Allen mentioned that the area of the Post Office had been doing very
well for a while but now the parking spaces of the Post Office are being used
again. The Mayor said that a number of parking tickets had been issued.
Councilman Allen asked how the new lay of 112 hours for a fourteen consecutive day period would affect us. The Mayor said that we had talked about it some
but before making any decision that he intended to get the Labor Department's
formula as to how this should be worked out.
The Mayor also reported to Council that John Melton of theTax Department
had told him that the proper way to handle a fringe benefit on the Municipal
Service charge for City employees is to record the marked fringe benefit and that
any time they left the City employee then it would go back on collecting the same
as any one elses.
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Councilman Williamson mentioned in the collection of the sewer the problem

8
on Kanawha Avenue that damage had been done to the curb, the Mayor said we will
have to replace this curb andthat it had been caused by the tree roots.
The Mayor asked that the Street Committee do something on street paving,

I

mentioning one place he had been getting a lot of calls from is the area of
Spring and Owens Streets and theother which has caused a tremendous amount of
trouble is Easter Road, that some of thepeople have indicated to him that they
would like to have it paved.
Councilman Hoke mentioned the South side of Main Avenue is in bad condition.
The Mayor said the damage was caused where the street had been widened and
that a strip should be put in from Walker Street to the Bridge.

He doubted if

his could be done under an assessment charge but he would talk to the contractor
regarding a charge of this work.
There being no further business and agenda having been completed Councilman
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Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR - W. W. ALEXANDER

RECORDER - GRACE LEWIS

I

I

g>tate Sax Department
0f Weat Uirgittia
25305

CHARLES H. HADEN II
COMMISSIONER

LGRD

AL9

ALD 12:62
(Rev. 1967)

To the Common Council
Municipality of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 11, Article 8, of
the Code of West Virginia, as amended, and contingent upon compliance with the provisions of Chapter 8, Article 5, Section 12, of
the Code of West Virginia, as amended, the levies proposed by you
for your muncipality for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1971,
are hereby approved, subject to the following exceptions:
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NONE

I hereby make the following findings with respect to the
levies proposed to be laid in excess of the rates prescribed by
constitutional limitations: The levies for current expenses imposed by your common council are no more than are indispensable to
the ordinary discharge of the governmental functions of the municipality, and your common council has also made such a finding and
the rates in excess of those prescribed by the Constitution were
legally authorized by a vote of the people.
Given under my hand this 7th
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day of

April

19 71

TAX COMMISSIONER
CHH:clh
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April 20, 1971
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The Council met in regular session on .arril 20, 1971.
Present were: W. «'. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, S. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, and Ken Williamson,
members of Council.

Councilman Tom Waldorf being absent.

The Mayor called the meeting to order.
The invocation was given by the Reverend Leroy 0. Beyer, of the Holy
Trinity Church of Nitro.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the minutes of
April 6, 1971 be accepted. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the Financial
Statement for the month of March, 1971, be accepted. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder presented a letter of approval, from the State Tax Commission,
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of the Levy 3stimate as passed by the Council, March 30, 1971. / the letter hereby attached to the minutes of this meeting^/
The Recorder explained to Council that Mr. Melton had called from the
Tax Commissioners office and informed, that there was not a law covering a fringe
benefit, so therefore, he can not give us any thing in writing concerning the
fringe benefit being recorded on our books.
The Mayor ssid he felt that the Council should then just grant the $2^.00
a month increase for all salaried employees and the equivalent for the hourly
employees.
j
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to grant
x/he salaried employees a $25>.00 across the board increase and the equivalent
to the hourly employees. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder presented copies of the Levy Order.

I

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the approval of
the Levy Order Rates.

Upon a vote motion carried.

10
All members of the Council then proceeded to sign the Levy Order as follows:
SI .ME OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF KANAWHA & PUTNAM,

I

MUNICIPALITY OF NITRO, TO-wit:
*t a regular session the council of the Muncipality of Nitro, V/est
Virginia, held in the council chamber thereof on Tuesdry, the 20 day of April,
1?71«

Present:

W. ¥. Alexander $ Mayor, Recording Officer Grace Lewis, E. L.

Goodwin, Ray V. Allen, Hugo D. Tidquist, Ken ton L. Williamson and Kenneth K.
Kniceley and L. I. Hoke, members of the council of said Municipslity.
CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL LEVY ORDER
The council having ascertained that the net amount necessary to be rasied
by a levy of taxes for the current fiscal year for regular municipal purposes
will be $113,233-00, according to the estimate made and entered of record on
the 30th day of March, 1971,and said estimate having been published as required
by law, and no one appearing to oppose the same or to take exception thereto,
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and the Tax Commission having approved the same in writing, it is therefore
ordered that the said estimate and the rates of levy proposed therein, be
approved and that the following.-levies be laid on each one hundred dollars
valuation of each class of property, viz:
Sixteen
cents (160) on Class No. I property,
Thirty-two cents (320) on Class No. II property,
Sixty-four cents (6U«0 on Class No. IV property,
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein, as follows:
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CLASS

I

Assessed
Valuation

Number I
Personal Property
$1,059, 76U. 00
Public Utility Property
8)43,300.00
Total Class No. I

Number IV
Real Estate
Personal Property
Public Utility Property

TOTALS

l6(t
160

Taxes Levied
(whole dollars)
1,696.00
1,3U9.00

$1,903, 06U.OO

Number II
Real Estate

Total Glass No. IV

Total Rate
of Levy

3,OU5-00

11,058,960.00

320

35,389.00

5,U23,U90.00
h, 083,309. 00
2,130,700.00

6i;0
6ltf
&kt

3^,710.00
26,133-00
13,956.00

11,687, U99. 00

7U, 799-00

$ 2U,6U9,523.00

$ 113,233-00

MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES- IOT' ERE 3T ^iD SINKINQ FUND ORDER
The council having ascertained that the amount necessary to be raised by a
levy of taxes for the current fiscal year to pay the interest and provide a
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sinking fund for the discharge of the principal of a bondissue of $313,000.00
will be $19,U62.00 according to the estimate made and entered of record on the
30th day of March, 1971, and said estimate having been published as 'required by
law and no oneappearing to oppose the same or take exception thereto and the
Tax Commissioner having approved the same in writing, it is therefore ordered.
that said estimate and the rates of levies proposed therein be approved and that
the following levies be laid on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class
of porperty, viz :
AUTHORIZED RATES
(Must be in Ration of 1,2,

and U)

Two 6: Three -Quarters cents (2.750) on Class No. I property,
Five &• One half
cents (5-50) on Class No. II property,
Eleven
cents (110)
on Class No. IV property,
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein, as follows:

I
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CLASS

Assessed
Valuation

Number I
Personal Property
l,059,761i.OO
Public Utility Property
8ii3,300.00
Total Class No. I
1,903,06U.OO

Total Rate
of Levy

Taxes Levied
(Whole Dollars)

2.750
2.750

S 291.00
232.00
523.00

11,058,960.00

$.$$

6,082.00

Real Estate
Personal Property
Public Utility Property

5^23,^90.00
1;,093,309.00
2,l80,700.00

#.$
n^
110

5,966.00
lj,U92.00
2,399.00

Total Class No. IV

11,687,1*99.00

12,857.00

2^,61*9,523.00

19,1*62.00

Number II
Real Estate

I

Number IV

TOTALS

In discussing the Ordinance amending Section 9, Sub-Section (b) of Ordinance
Number 97, of the City of Nitro, as amended, reducing the Municipal Service
charges to certain retired persons whose monthly gross income is not more than
Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), the Mayor said the Attorney was unable to
be here and that he asked that this action be continued until the next meeting
and that the special committee had met and made a recommendation. He asked the
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Committee members if they wished to discuss it.
Councilman Goodwin informed the Committee recommended that the wording be
such in the Ordinance "widows, head of household, with combined income of said
household not more than $300.00 will be exempt from the $2.00 increase." The
Mayor said that we will gvie this to the Attorney and he would have it worked
up for the next meeting.
The Recorder explained to Council that we have had all sorts of questions
regarding this amendment and one was that the monthly income was not more than
$300.00 but that the yearly income could amount to more than 36 hundred, as the
people collected money from stocks, bonds, dividends, and so forth.
Councilman Hoke suggested that someone be appointed to mdce a house to house

I
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survey in an effort to secure the name of the head of the household, the length
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of time that they have lived there and other information. That there were a lot
of people in town %4xo are not paying the Municipal Service Fee.
Thereupon Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that a
house tohouse survey be made. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor and Council discussed Ordinance on taxation of Public Utilities
for Municipalities.
Councilman Goodwin asked if the Cable T.V. came under this.
The Mayor said he doubted if they did, since they do not operate through
the Public Service Commission, we have a regular franchise with them. They are
to pay the City $1,000.00 per year franchise or 2 percent of gross income
received from less than 1,200 subscribers or 3 percent of gross income received from 1,200 to 2,500 subscribers.

I

The Mayor inf oraed Council that the Cable Company had been sent a bill
this week fer $U,100.00 for two years. They were in the arrears.
Councilman Goodwin asked if this was considered aiything like a telephone
bill? That there are times the Telephone Company chargses a milage fee.
The Mayor said that this Tax covers everything on the Telephone Company
with the exception of toil calls.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept
the Ordinance on taxation of Public Utilities by Municipalities for the
Second Beading. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to accept fer
passage the ordinance imposing and levying a tax on the privilege of purchasing,
using or consuming public utility services or tangible personal property

I

suppled by Public Utilities. Upon a vote motion carried.
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ORDINANCE NO.

165
AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING AND LEVYING A TAX ON THE PRIVILEGE OF
PURCHASING, USING OR CONSUMING PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICES OR TANGIBLE
PERSONAL PROPERTY SUPPLIED BY PUBLIC UTILITIES: DEFINING Tj&MS:
FIXING THE AMOUNT OF SUCH TAX: PROVIDING FOR THE COLLECTION OF SUCH
TAX AND THE METHOD OF PAYMENT AND ACCOUNTING THEREFORE TO TfiE CITY
OF NITRO: SPECIFYING EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE: REQUIRING PRORATION
AND RECORDS AND AUTHORIZING INSPECTIONS OF RECORDS: PROVIDING EXEMPTIONS: SPECIFYING NONLIABILITY OF PUBLIC UTILITES AND DUTIES OF THE
CITY OF NITRD: REQUIRING.BEFUND CLAIMS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF
NITRO: AUTHORISING RULES AND REGULATIONS: ESTABLISHING LIENS,
RjsMiSDIES AND CRIMINAL PMAMTHS FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE,
REQUIRING NOTICE TO PUBLIC UTILITIES, AND PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLIUSE.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL 0** THE CITY OF NITRO:

That an excise tax upon the privilege of purchasing, using
or consuming within the corporate limits of the city of Nitro anyPublic Utility service and tangible personal property supplied by
any public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Public
Utilities Commission of west Virginia (whether such public utility
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be privately or municipally owned or otherwise mmed by any type of
governmental entity) is hereby imposed and levied as follows:
Section 1. Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this ordinance
shall for the purpose of this ordinance have the following respective
i:

(a) "Persons" includes individuals, firms, partnerships,
associations, corporations and combinations thereof, of whatever form
or character}
(b) "Public Utility Service" means all services and tangible

*

personal property purchased within the City of Nitro, from a seller,
as hereinafter in this section defined, namely, telephone services;
electric service; gas service, including bottled or liquid gas, if the
seller thereof is classified as a public utility subject to the
jurisdiction of the Public --Utilities Commission of west Virginia; water
service and sanitary sewer service; if purchased, used or consumed with-

I
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in the corporate limits of the City of Nitro;

I

(c) "Purchaser" includes every person who purchases, uses or consumes
a public utility service $
(d) "Seller" includes every person, whether a public service
corporation, a municipality or private corporation, classified as a
public utility and subject to the jnuisdidfcionof the Public Utilities
Commission of west Virginia, who sells, furnishes or supplied a
public utility service; and
(e) "User" means the owner or tenant of private residential
property or the owner or tenant of property used for coranercial or
industrial purposes, and every combination thereof, of every gind or
description.
Section 2. Imposition and levying of tax; amount of tax.
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There is hereby imposed and levied upon each and every
purchaser of a public utility service an excise tax upon the privilege
of purchasing, using or consuming, within the corporte limits of the
City of Nitro, west Virginia, such public utility service. Such tax
shall be in the amount of two percent of the charge (exclusive of any
federal or state tax thereon) made by the seller against the purchaser
with the respect to each public utility service, which tax in every case
shall be collected by the seller and paid by the purchaser upon the
amount of each periodic statement rendered such purchaser by the
seller, and shall be paid by the purchaser to the seller at the time the
purchase price or such charge shall become due and payable under the
agreement between the purchaser and the seller. The tax imposed and
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levied by this ordinance is in addition to all other taxes impc&d and
levied by the City of Nitro. In the event the amount of the charge for
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any single public utility service exceeds the sum of twenty thousand
dollars in any given calendar month, to any single purchaser, no tax
shall be imposed £<Jr such additional purchase, use or consumption in
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excess of said amount of twenty thousand dollars. In the event more
than one public utility shall furnish the identical public utility
service to the same purchaser, said purchaser shall be entitled to
group the same as a single public utility service in calculating the
amount of the charges in any calendar month for such public utility
serflee.
Section 3. Collection} time of payment; accounting; effective date
of ordinance; proration.
It shall be the duty of every seller in acting as the tax
collecting medium or* agency for the city of Nitro to collect from
each purchaser for the use of the City of Nitro the tax hereby imposed
and levied at the time of collecting the purchase price charged for its
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public utility service, and the amountof tax actually collected during
each calendar month shall be reported by each seller to the City of
Nitro and each seller shall remit the amount of tax shown by said report
to have been collected to the City of Nitro on or before the last day
of the second calendar month following the month in which collected,
together with the name and address of any purchaser who has failed to or
refused to pay the tax so imposed and levied. The tax imposed and
levied by this ordinance shall apply to periodic statements rendered
after July one, one thousand nine hundred seventy-one for public
utility service rendered subsequent to July one, one thousand nine
hundred eeventy-one, and when any such periodic statement covers public
utility service rendered both before and after said date, only that

I
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portion of the charge for public utility service rendered after said
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date shall be subject to such tax, and the portion subject to such tax
shall be such portion of the total charge as the number of days after
June thirty, one thousand nine hundred seventy-one, within the period
covered by such perodic statement, bear to the total number of days
covered by such periodic statement. The required reports shall be in
the form prescribed by the official of the City of Nitro charged with
the responsiblity of collecting taxes due the City of Nitro.
Sectin U- Records; inspection thereof.
Each and every seller shall keep and maintain complete
records showing all purchases of public utility service within the
corporate limits of the City of Nitro, which records shall show the
charge made against each purchaser, the dates such public utility
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service was furnished, the date of payment therefore, aid the amount of
tax imposed hereunder, and such records shall be kept open for inspection by the duly authorized agents of the City of Nitro at reasonable
times, and the duly authorized agents of the City of Nitro shall have
the right, power and authority to make at the expense of the City of
Nitro such transcripts thereof during such times as they may desire.
Section J>. Exemptions.
The tax hereby imposed and levied shall not apply to the
following transactions, which transactions are hereby exempted from
such tax<
(a) Purchases of public utility service for resale;
(b) Purchases of public utility service by the United
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States of America, the State of west Virginia, and the political
subdivisons, municipalities, beards, commissions, authorities and
public corporations thereof.
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(c) Purchase of tangible personal property such as
appliances or the lite, as distinguished from the public service
supplied;
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(d) Charges for telephone services which are paid by
the insertion of coins into coin-operated telephones, and specific
charges or tolls for telephone calls to points outside the corporate
limits of the City of Nitro; and
(e) Nonrecurring or one-time charges incidental to the
furnishing of public utility service.
Section 6. NONLIABILITY OF OTILITY: DUTY OF THE CITY OF NITBOt
REFUNDS; RULB3 AND REPUTATIONS.

There shall be no liability upon the seller for
erroneously collecting the tax hereby imposed and levied or for
erroneously failingto bill for such tax as a result of a good
faith mistake on the part of the seller. Mhen any purchaser con-
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tends that such tax is not owed by such purchaser on the ground
that the public utility service was not purchased , used or consumed
within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro, the seller shall
refer the question to the official of the City of Nitro charged
with the responsibility of collecting taxes due to the City of Nitro,
and such seller shall thereafter collect or refrain from collecting
such tax £rom such purchaser for such public utility service as
instructed in writing to do by such officials of the City of Nitro.
Any and all claims for refunds of any such tax shall be presented
to the City of Nitro andnot to the seller.
The official of the City of Nitro charged with the
responsibility of collecting taxes due the City of Nitro shall
have the authority to promulgate and enforce reasonable rules and
regulations necessary for the administration and enforcement of this

I
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ordinance.
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Section 7. Enforcement provisions; penalties.
Any amount of tax due and unpaid under this ordinance
shall be a debt due the City of Nitro. It shall be a personal
obligation of the purchaser and shall be a lien upon all of the
property ofthe purchaser. The lien shall have priority over all
other liens and obligations except those due the State of west
Virginia and the United States of America. Any such lien shall
attach when the obligation to pay such tax accrues. Thelien shall
be enforceable by the City of Nitro as any other lien against the
property of a debtor.
Any pruchaser failing or refusing to pay the tax hereby
imposed and levied and any seller or purchaser vilating any of the
provisions hereof or any lawful rule and regulation promulgated
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hereunder shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, andupon conviction
thereof, shall be fined not more than onehundred dollars. The
failure to refusal to pay the tax for public utility service
purchased, used or consumed during different periodic statement
periods shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.
Section 8. Notice to the utilities;
The tax hereby imposed and levied shall not be effective
until the City of Nitro gives sixty days1 written notice by
certified mail of the effective date of the ordinance to any public
utility doing business within the City of Nitro which is required to
collect the tax imposed and levied hereby.
Section 9. Sever ability.
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If any provision of this Ordinance or the application
thereof to any person or circumstance is held unconstitutional or

invalid, such unconstitutional!ty or Invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of this ordinance and to this and
theprovisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be sever able.

I

This ordinance was introduced and read for the first time
at a regular meeting of the Council held on the 6th day of April,
1971, and adopted at a regular meeting of the Council held on the
20th day of April, 1971.
This ordinance shall become effective as of July 1, 1971.
The Recorder presented copies of an ordinance amending and reinacting
Section Hi, and adding Section 18, of the Ordinance of the City of Nitro, No.
6k, as amended, imposing business, privilege and occupation taxes upon the
exercising of certain privileges in the City of Nitro (Commonly called gross
sales tax) computation of tax and rates, explaining to Council that this is the
First Reading for this particular Ordinance referrring to the Taxation of
Banks and Loan Companies. This Ordinance was discussed by the Mayor and
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Council. In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question about ntw many places
does this cover, the Mayor said we have three Loan Companies.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to accept this
Ordinance on Taxation of Banks and Loan Companies for the First Reading. Upon
a vote motion carried.
Copies of an Ordinance requiring certain protective equipment fco be used
by Motorcycle riders, requirements for Motorcyclist and motorcylces; Providing
methods of regulatin and providing penalties for violation thereof, were
presented to Council.
The Mayor andlCouncil proceeded to discuss this Ordinance.
Councilman Allen asked what the specifications were for a standard helmet.

I
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Councilman Goodwin said the standard helmet had been tested.
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The Mayor refereed to the last page of the Ordinance, where it states that the protective equipment and safety devices provided in this Ordinance shall
conform to the standards and specifications promulgated by the State Motorcycle Safety Standards Specifications Board created by Chapter 17-C, Article 15,
Section Ui of the Code of West Virginia, and as changed from time to time by
said Board, and approved by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles of the State of
west Virgina.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question, if this was a State wide law,
the Mayor said yes, it was recently passed by the last Legislature.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept this
Ordinance for First Reading, Upon a vote motion carried.
Mayor Alexander asked the two men from Hillside Drive if they had any

I

questions.
Mr. Legg said that they wanted to hear what the Council intended to do
regarding their problems.
The Trailers are still on the area restricted for Residential only and
wanted to know what steps to take next.
The Mayor informed that notices had been sent to all participants in this
business. The Attorney had sent all letters registered mail and now it is
between the Attorneys.
We had recieved letter from Mr. Harvey's Attorney, but that he did not
feel that he should air anything in this meeting that might be to a disadvantage
to our Attorney.
Councilman Kniceley said that we had six returns on the registered letters

I

but that he thought there were eight people involved.
Councilman Allen asked what the people were doing.

22
Mr. Legg said that they hare unloaded about three truck loads of dirt.
The Mayor said that they had informed him that they would cover the fly
ash but that the other thing is between the property owner and the attorneys.
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In answer to the question about the open ditch, the Mayor said that they
had told him that they would go ahead last week and close the ditch.
The Mayor was informed that the machinery is still sitting there.
Councilman Allen said he would like to hear from the Planning Commission.
Someone is supposed to be policing this sort of thing. The Mayor said that all
the Planning Commission does is to plan and zone, that they do not do any
policing.
These things are brought in front of the Council if they are over stepping
the rules and it is up to the Council to take action.
Councilman Allen asked if he could put in a trailer on Third Avenue. The
Mayor said that he would need a permit to do so and that there were boundry lines
he would be restricted to. However, a license would not be required.
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The Recorder informed that the only persons who require a license were
those who sold tobacco, cigarettes, soda-drinks aid beer.
Councilman Allen said a person who was going to excavate or put in a
sewer, that he thought they had to have a permit.
The Recorder informed if the person is installing a sewer on his property
that a permit is needed.
Councilman Hoke asked if the trailer sales was conncacted to the Sewer or
Mater lines. The Mayor said he did not think so.
Councilman Hoke said he thought a place of this nature should have public
facilities as there are people coming and going all the time. This cofcld be
a health hazard.
The Council was informed that Mr. Cochram had moved a small building on
skids, and that he had remodeled it.
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In answer to the question on this type of business for a license, the Re-
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corderr informed that Mitro had never had the special store license which is
$5-50 per year.
The Council felt that the City should have the special store license and
asked that it be checked into. As it would be a better way of checking business
in town.
The residents from Hillside Drive told Council that they still have the
lake on the Bayliss property and that all that had been placed in it in an effort
to fill it had been some broken tile.
It was suggested that a letter be sent to Mr. Bayliss and to Mr. Cochran.
Councilman Qoodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, directing the
Mayor to write a letter to Mr. Bayliss, giving him fifteen days to fill in the
lake or pond on his property. Also that a letter be sent to Mr. Cochran giving
him fifteen (15) days to fill in the ditch line on the trailer Sales property

I

and also cover the fly ash. Motion carried.
Mr. Legg asked about the parking on the Bayliss property.
The Mayor said that he was not sure the alley went all the way through
there. He would have to have the Attorney check this matter.
The Recorder reported to the Traffic Committee of a call from the 100 Block
of Dupont Avenue where there vre two business places on Main Avenue, repenting
that after k o'clock on week days and all day on weekends that the traffic
is terrible. This 100 block of Dapont Avenue has a number of snail children
and that it has been requested that signs "C&ildren Playing11 be erected and that
this portion be made one way street.
The Mayor said he had talked to the Police Officers, they were of the opinion
the lady was right with regard to the traffic problem and that the Police are watch-

I

ing this area. He did not believe it necessary to make the street one way.
These being no further business and the agenda having been completed, Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.
x t
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May k, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, May k, 1971*
There were present: w. w. Alexander; Mayor, Uarace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.

I

Allen, £. ii. uoodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K* Kniceley, Hugo JJ. Tidquist and Kenton
L. willisason, members of the Council. Councilman Tom M. waldorf being absent.

The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The invocation was given by the Reverend Donald Oummings, of the Mattes
Community Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the minutes of
April 20, 1971 be accepted. Upon a vote motion carried.1
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Uoodwin, to accept as
second Heading the Ordinance amending and reinacting Section 11*, and adding
dection 18, of the Ordinance of the City of Nitro No. 6k, as amended, imposing
business, privilege and occupation taxes upon the exercising of certain privileges
in the City of Nitro (commonly called gross sales tax) Computation of tax and

I

rates. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Uoodwin, to accept for
passage the Ordinance amending and reinacting election 14, and adding Section 18,
of the Ordinance of the City of Nitro No. 6k, as amended, imposing business,
privilege and occupation taxes upon the exercising of certain privileges in the
City of Nitro (commonly called gross sales tax) Computation of tax and rates.
Upon a vote motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NUMBER 6k
INTRODUCED IN COUNCIL

April 20, 1971
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND RE-KNACTING 5ACT10N
14, AND ADDEicr SECTION 10, OF THIS ORDINANCE OF
THE CITT OF NITttO NO. 6k, AS AMENDED, IMPOSING
BUSINEao, PRIVILJ&te AND OCCUPATION TAXJfiS UPON
THJS JfiXiSRCISlNG OJf CSttTABl PRIVILaUaS IN THE CUT

I

OF NITRO (COMMONLY CALLED GROsS SALES TAX)
COMPUATJON OF TAX AND RATES.

I

BJi IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

i

That Section 1U of the Gross dales Tax Ordinance No. 6k
be amended and reinacted to read as follows:
Section 1U. BANKING AND OTHiiK FINANCIAL BUSINESS.
Upon every person, firm or corporation engaging or continuing with the City of Nitro in the business of banking or financial
business, the tax shall be equal to one percent of the gross income
received from interest, premiums, discounts, dividends, service fges
or charges, commissions, fines, rents from real or tangible personal
property, however denominated, royalties, charges for bookkeeping or
data processing, receipts from check sales, charges or fees, and
receipts from the sale of tangible personal property: Provided,
however, that gross income shall not include (a) interest received
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on the obligations of the United States, its agencies and instrumentalities, (b) interest received on the obligations of this or any
other state, territory or possession of the United States or any
political subdivision of any of the foregoing or of the Mstrict of
Columbia, or (c) interest recieved on investments or loans primarily
secured by first mortgages or deeds of trust on residential property
occupied by nontranssients.
BK IT FURTHER ORDINAL BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF Nli'KQ, THAT A NJSW SECTION BJli ADDJSD TO SAID ORDINANCE NO. 6U, fO
RJiAD AS FOLLOWS:

Section 18, Small loan and industrial loan businesses,
Upon every person engaging or continuing with the City of

I

Nitro in the business of making loans of money, credit goods, or
things in action, who because of such activity is required under the
provisions of article seven-a, chapter forty-seven ef the Code of

west Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, to
obtain a license from the commissioner of banking of the State of
nest Virginia, and upon each and every industrial loan company, the

I

tax shall be equal to one percent of the gross income of the business.
This Ordinance was introduced and read for the first time
at a Regular Meeting of the Council held on the 20th day of April,
1971, and will come up for second reading and adoption at a Regular
Meeting of the Council to be held on the Uth day of May, 1971.
This Ordinance shall become effective as of the date of
passage.
In discussion of Ordinance requiring certain protective equipment to be
used by motorcycle riders; requirements for motorcyclists and motorcycles; providing methods of regulation and providing penalties for violation thereof,
Councilman Allen stated this being the follow up of the State Law, that he
moved to accept as Second Reading the Ordinance requiring certain protective equipment to be used by motorcycle riders; requirements for motorcyclists and motor-
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cycles; providing methods of regulation and providing penalties for violation
thereof. Councilman Kniceley seconded the motion. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Uooawin, to accept for
passage the Ordinance requiring certain protective equipment to be used
by motorcycle riders; requirements for motorcyclists and motorcycles; providing methods of regulation and providing penalties for violation thereof.
Upon a vote motion carried.
ORDINANCE MO.
April 20,

16b

IN COUNCIL
1971
AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING CKRTABl PROTECTIVE
TO BIS USED BY MDTOROYCLK RIDlfiRd,
S FOR JCTOIOSSruLISTS AND MDTQRCYCLfiS: PWOVJ-DINu METriDDJ OF RuAjULATION
AND PROVIDING PJiNALTlJsS FOR VIOLATION
THBKifiOF.
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BJS IT ORaABtoU BY THE UUMMUN UOUNCIL 0* Nii'ttD:

(a) Wo person shall operate or be a passenger on any

I

motorcycle unless he is wearing securely fastened on his head by
either a neck or chin strap a protective helmet designed to deflect
blows, resist penetration and spread impact forces. Any helmet worn
by a motorcycle operator or motorycle passenger shall meet the performance specifications established by the United States of America
standards Institute, specifications for Protective Headgear for Vehicle
Users, standard & 90.1-1966.
Helmets worn by motorcycle operators and motorcycle
passengers shall be coated with a reliectorized substance, or have
attached thereto a reflectorized material, on both sides and the
back thereof, with a minimum of ten square inches of coated substance
or attached material in each of the three locations.

I

(b) No person shall operate or be a passenger on any
motorcycle unless he is wearing safety, shatter resistant eyeglasses
(excluding contact lenses,) or eyegoggles or face shield that complies
with the performance specifications established by the United states
of America standards Institute, specifications for Head, Jfye and
Jtespiratory Protection 4 2.1-1959. In addition, if any motorcycle
be equipped with a windshield or windscreen, the windshield or windscreen shall be constructed of safety, shatter resistant material
that complies with the performance specifications established by the
United states of America standards Institute, safety Ulazing Materials
for Cilazing Motor Vehicles Operated on Land Highways, standard 4 26.11966.
(c) No person shall operate a motorcycle on which the
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handlebars or grips are more than fifteen inches higher than the
uppermost part of theoperator's seat when the seat is not depressed

in any manner.
(d) A person operating a motorcycle shall ride in a
seated position facing forward and only upon a permanent operator's
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seat attached to the motorcycle. No operator shall carry any other
person nor shall any other person ride on a motorcycle unless the
motorcycle is designed to carry more than one person, in which event
a passenger may ride behind the operator upon the permanent operator's
seat if it is designed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly
attached to the motorcycle to the rear of the operator's seat and
equipped with footrests designed and located for use by the passenger
or in a sidecar firmly attached to the motorcycle. No more than two
persons, the motorcycle operator and one passenger, shall ride the same
motorcycle at the same time. No person shall ride sidesaddle on a
motorcycle seat.
(£) iSvery motorcycle shall be equipped with a rearview
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mirror affixed to the motorcycle handlebars and adjusted so that
the motorcycle operator shall have a clear view of the road and
condition of traffic behind him for a distance of at least two hundred
feet.
The protective equipment and safety devices provided in
this Ordinance shall conform to the standards and specifications promulgated by the state Motorcycle Safety standards specifications
board created by Chapter 17-0, Article 15, section kk of the Code
of west Virginia, and as changed from time to time by said Board, and
approved by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles of the state of w. Va.
(f} Any person violating any provisidnnof the Ordinance
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall
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be fined not more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00), or imprisoned not more

I

than ten (10) days, or both fined and imprisoned.
This Ordinance was introduced and read for first reading
at a Regular Meeting of the Council; held on the 20th day of April,
1971, and will come up for second reading and adoption at Regular
Meeting of the Council to be held on the lith day of May, 1971.
In discussion of the Ordinance concerning store license, the Mayor informed
this Ordinance conforms with the atate Law and other Municipalities.
In answer to Councilman Kniceley's question regarding collection fee, the
Mayor informed that there was a .50 issuance fee which would make special
store license $5*50 and the general store license $15-50.
The Council then discussed the difference between the two licenses.
They were informed that the City had never had the special store license before.
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In answer to Councilman Tidquist's question if a grocery store did not
sell cigarettes or soft drinks, which type of store license would they need?
The Mayor informed that this would come under the special store license.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question if a store did not have a
Ueneral License and then put in cigarettes and soft drinks, would they have to
have a license. The Mayor replied yes.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, to accept for
First Reading the Ordinance concerning Store License. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke questioned section k stating that he thought if a man buys
a store license in the middle of the year he should pay the rate of a full year.
Mr. Michael, the Attorney, is to check into this.
Councilman Allen reported for the Traffic Committee on the 100 block of

I

JJupont Avenue, that he did not see anything that Council can do and that there1
is no off street parking, except maybe a few places. The motorist are forced
to park in the street and that it is a congested area. He suggested! the Police

do a little more policing in this area.
The Mayor replied that the Police had been notified to spend more time in'
in this area.
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Councilman Allen suggested tabling this matter for the time being.
The Street Committee had not had a chance to check the streets for street
paving and will do so before the next Council meeting.
The Recorder read the Ordinance amending Section. 9, sub-Section (ii) of
Ordinance Number 97, of the City of Nitro, as amended, reducing the Municipal
service charges to certain retied persons whose monthly gross income is not
more than Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), the Mayor asked if this wording
met the requirements that the Committee had intended.
Councilman Allen said that it did.
Thereupon Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson,
to accept as Third Reading the Ordinance amending Section 9, Sub-Section (ti)
of Ordinance Number 97, of the City of Nitro, as amended, reducing the Municipal
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Service charges to certain retired persons whose monthly gross income is not
more than Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00). Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke to accept for
passage the Ordinance amending Section 9, Sub-Section (B) of Ordinance
Number 97, of the City of Nitro, as amended, reducing the Municipal Service
charges to certain retied persons whose monthly gross income is not more than
Three Huoired Dollars ($300.00). Upon a vote motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 97:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SJSCTIQN 9, SUB-SaUTION
(B), OF ORDINANCE NUMBJlR 97, OF THE UITY OF
NlTWJ, AS AMENDED, R4JJUCING THE MUNICIPAL
SORVICK CHARGES TO CERTAIN RJSTIRJSD PKRaONS
wBDSS MONTHLY GHOSS INCOME IS NOT MORE THAN
THRKE HUNDRJSD DOLLARS ($300.00).
BJS IT ORDAINED BY THE COMM3N COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITKOs
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That Section 9, Sub-Section (B) of the Municipal Service

I

Ordinance No. 97, passed by the Common Council of the City of Nitro
on February 16, 1971, and effective March 1, 1971, be amended and
re-enacted to read as follows:
Section 13: Rates:
(B). Such Municipal Service Charge for each owner,
tenant or occupavt of residential premises shall be the sum of Five
Dollars ($5*00) permonth, due and payable on the last day of each
calendar month for which the services are rendered; provided,
however, that any such owner, tenant or occupant of residential
premises responsible for such charge, who is retired or over the
age of sixty five years, and whose annual gross income is not more
than $3,600.00; or widow head of household, whose combined annual
gross income, including all members of said household, does not
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exceed $3,600.00, uponfiling the proper affidavit with the Recorder
of the City of Nitro, stating their name, address, age, monthly gross
income, with such other proof as to their total gross income as the
Recorder may require, shall be the sum of Three Dollars ($3.00) per
month, due and payable en the last day of each calendar month for
which the services are rendered.
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith
are to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.
This Ordinance shall be effective as of the

1

day of March, 1971.

Councilman Allen asked if both members of the Household are crippled, do
they need to sign an affidavit? The Mayor said that they can get in touch with
us and we will send someone to have the paper notorized.
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Councilman Kniceley said it might be noted that we do not have the number
of applications for life gurads that we would like to have and asked that the

news media mention this in their write up. Uouncilman Kniceley also informed
that the fool would open, wither permitting, on May 30, 1971.
Councilman Kniceley said that after the last Council meeting the Recreation
Committee met and the matter of Coach Loftis, who has charge of the weight lifting
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room, would like to have the weight lifting room open from 2:00 P.M. until 6:00 P.M.
Monday through Friday, from June 15 unti} August 1. He will be there
or somevof the other people will be there. The cost is $2U5.00.
Councilman Kniceley said he would like the liability checked out and
clerified. He thought this v.as a good program and would like to go ahead with
it.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman uoodwin, that permission
be granted to open the weight lifting room during the forementioned hours
at the hark. Motion carried.
The Mayor said that Coach Loftis is checking into the insurance that the
school carries.
Councilman Kniceley asked about request from the Brookhaven Area for Cable
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Television. The Mayor said that the local Company had taken up this matter
with their home office in the East. They had not been able to install the line
over the Interstate. He had talked to the State Road Commission and gotten map
for tiie Cable Company and the Cabje will have to be underground and the representative of the Cable Company is supposed to talk to the Mayor.
Councilman Allen asked what the City is going to do about the £haw Lumber
Company? The area is a mess aid people living around this area are quite conconcerned and there are a lot of nails and boards which are dangerous.
The Mayor said that he had contacted the appointed receiver for Shear Lumber
Company, The 3iaw Lumber Company filed bankruptcy, the Mayor had recieved permission
from the appointed receiver to tear down a small building on the Lumber Companies
property. The Police had been afraid that some child would be hurt in this
building. The appointed receiver had told the Mayor that the former owner of
the property would probably take the property back and that the Mayor could
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call them as soon as this matter was finalized.
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Councilman Goodwin brought up the excavation near the Jim waiter Homes
property.
It seems there is a large caisson pipe being installed.
The Reverend Donald Cummings said that a Construction Company with Ohio
license are doing the work and that it looked like they were getting ready
to install a water line through the caisson pipe.
The Mayor said he would check into this and get the Construction Companies
name for B & 0 purposes.
Councilman Tidquist said that people in Fenton Circle are again complaining
about trailers parked on the vacant lot at the corner of Main Avenue. It is
the same probelm as last year.
The Mayor said that this matter had been investigated by the Police
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Department. These trailers did not belong to the Harmon Trailer Sales,
that someone had brought them in for repairs and parked them on the lot
early in the morning. The Harmon's did not have anything to do with this,
they are doing everything in their power to keep people from parking on this
vacant lot.
Councilman Williamson said that Mr. Harrison of the $00' block of Kanawha
Avenue is upset about the curb not being replaced. The Mayor said that the
curb can not be replaced until the earth has settled. This section had a
sewer problem and it was necessary to do the excavating and take out the
portion of the curb. He pointed out that it would be foolish to put in a
curb now and then have to put in another after the earth settled.
Mr. Legg of Hillside Drive read from the City Zoning Ordinance -Individual

I

authorized by City to be the administrator of the day to day application of the
provisions contained in this Ordinance.

He also informed Council that the property owners of Hillside Drive were
present with regard to the Trailer Sales violation and Charles Bayliss' vacant
lot has not been filled.
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The Mayor infowned that Mr. Cochram, of the Torch Trailer Sales, and
Charles Bayliss of Modern Supply have been given notice to take care of the
problems and they had been given fifteen (15) days to do so. The notices were
sent out after last Council meeting and that the fifteen (15) days were not up.
Another poprerty owner of Hillside Drive brought up the question of Mr.
Bayliss black top parking lot in R-I zoned area, stating the only way that Mr.
Bayliss could get permission to put in a parking lot in an R-I area is to go
through the Board of Appeals.
The Mayor said that he had been told that the deed to the property had
given Mr. Bayliss the right to- use lot for business pruposes.
It was also mentioned that Mr. Bayliss had his Utility Building and
air conditioning unit on a five (5) foot easement.
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Question was asked how the Council could give Mr. Cochran fifteen (15)
days to cover the fly ash when he was in vilationoof a recently passed Ordinance?
In answer to this question was that Mr. Cochran putting the fly ash on the lot
was the reason Council passed theOrdinance and that the letter giving him fifteen
(15>) days had been taken at Council's direction.
Attorney Michael spoke to the people telling them that this matter was not
something that you could dissolve in a days time. They had asked questions on
closing of the alley, on Cochran Trailer being placed on R-I zoned property and that
the City, had' already taken the necessary steps and letters had gone to the property
owners and that he felt that this matter would be resolved in Circuit Court and
that he was talking about the timeof about oneyear.
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Mr. Michael informed also that Judge Taylor of the Circuit Court had been sick

I

and the case will be heard at Judge Taylor's convenience.
Mr. Legg said that Mr. Cochran did not have a permit to excavate, stating

that they wanted something done. Mr. Michael said that these people have thair
lawyers and that he himself would be willing to consult with any of the property
owners of Hillside Drive who had a lawyer.
He said that this case would have to be fought and that he was willing to
take any advise, the onty thing he is here for is to take whatever legal aetion
there is.
In answer to the question on how the trailer sales was stopped when they
proppsed to put it in near Brookhaven, the Mayor said that this area was not
zoned for business.
Mr. Michael says that we can not send a Police Officer to settle this problem,

I

it may go to the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court is the law.
Councilman Kniceley asked if we as the Council are doing what we should

be doing in taking the right steps. Mr. Michael said that we had done the
right thing in sending out the notices.
In answer to the question if the alley behind the Nitro Furniture had been
closed at the time of the closing of otherportions of the alley, Mr. Michael
said that they had closed the alley and that in order to close it that everyones
portion is conveyed.
In answer to question if Jack Cochran will be issued a license to our
new license law, the Mayor said yes, until the Circuit tells us not too.
In answer to the question if Mr. Cochran will be in Court if the
fly ash is not covered.

I

There bfcing no further business and the agenda having been completed,

Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.
MAYOR
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May 18, 1971
The Cdty Council met in regular session Tuesday, May 18, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexanderj Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Tom. M.
Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson, members of Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor JSlexander.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by CounciLfnan Goodwin, the minutes of
M§r h, 1971 be approved.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the Financial
Statement for the month of AprS.l, 1971 be accepted.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The Council discussed the Ordinance anending Ordinance No. 89 of the City
of Nitro providing for the issuance of license and the collection of license
taxes on special and general stores, and providing penalties for the violation
thereof.
Councilman Hoke asked the Attorney if he had checked on his question re-
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garding section li in that a license issued prior to the first day of Jsnusry
of any year being charged for it at full rate and licenses issued on or after
the first day of January shall be charged one half of the *V11 rate.
Mr. Michael informed thst there wasno specific statue for this and it is
based on equalization.

This is the method that the State has always used and

the Cities have done like wise.
It was pointed out that several years ago that beer license was not prorated by the State but now that they are.
Councilman Allen asked if this license applied to the Valley Bell Dairy
delivery to homes?
The Recorder informed that the Dairy Company's buy a license for $10.50
a year for the sale of milk and milk products. The Ordinance has been on the

I

37
books for a number of years.
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Councilman Allen asked if this license applied to peddlers.

The Mayor in-

formed that we have the Hawker and Peddler Licenses on the book and that if
the products sold by the Peddler are his own then he does not require a license.
He busy a license if he has a anall pick up for $10.50 per year and $25.50 fur
a ton truck.
Councilman Allen said that these Peddlers take a lot of business out of
town.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question on a person who grows a part of his
produce and the rest he buys, does he require a licesne?

The Mayor said that he

would need a license.
Councilman Goodwin mo^ed, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to accept for
second reading the Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 89 of the City of Nitro providing for the issuance of licenses and the collection of license taxes on speciil

I

and general stores, and providing penalties for the violation thereof.

Upon a

vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin to accept for
passage the Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 89 of the City of Nitro providing
for the issuance of licenses^and the collection of license taxes on special and
general stores, and providing penalties for the violation therof.
motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 89:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 89 OF
THE CITY OF NITRO PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE
OF LICENSE AND THE COLLECT EN OF LICENSE TAXES
ON SPECIAL AND GENERAL STORES, AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

I

Upon a vote
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SECTION 1.
(

DEFINITIONS.

(a) The term "Person" shall include any group or combination acting as a

unit, individual, committee, guardian, trustee, executor, administrator, part-

I

nership, co-partnership, joint adventure, association, trust, firm or corporation, either domestic or foreign, which is controlled or held with others by
majority stock ownership or utilimately controlled or directed by one management
or association of ultimate management.
(b) The term "general store" as used in this Ordinance shsD. be construed
to mean and include any store or stores, or any mercantile establishment or
establishments, in which cigarettes, tobacco products snd soft drinks are purchased, ordered, sold or offered for sale, either at retial or wholesale, and
no coin operated device, or devices, shallbe construed to be a general store.
(c) The tern "special store" as used in this section shall be construed to
mean and include any store or any mercantile establishment in which goods,
wares or merchandise of any kind, except cigarettes, tobacco products and soft
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drinks , are purchased, ordered, sold or offered for sale, either at retail or
wholesale, and which containes no coin operated devices, owned and operated by
the store proprietor.
SECTDN 2.

UNLAWFUL 10 OPERATE STORE WTTHDUT LICENSE.

It shall be unlawful for any person to establish, operate or maintain any
general store or special store in the City of Nitro without first having obtained
a license so todo •flrrT»- the Office of the Recorder of the City of Nitro.
SECTION 3.

EXEMPTIONS.

The establishment, operation or maintenance of stores by the folloT'jing shall be
exempt from the license tax imposed by this ordinance:

(1)

the United States

of America, (2) The State of West Virginia , and (3) Religious and ^h*ri+-^1°
organizations.
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SECTION U.

I

LICENSE TAX FOR PART YEAR.

ftech license issued prior to the first day of January of any yer.r shall be

charged for at the full rate and each license issued on or after the first day

of January shallbe charged for at one-half of the full rate, as hereinafter
provided.
SECTION 0. PENALTIES.
Any person who establishes, operatescor maintains a store without obtaining
a license therefor or continues to operate the same after the termination of a
license therefor diaLl, in addition to paying the license tax, be subject to a
peanlty of ten per cent of such license tax for each month or part thereof during
which he had been in default.

This penalty shall be assessed and collected in

the same manner as the license tax. PROVIDING FUETHER, that any person who
violates any of the provisions of this ordinance fhaLl be gn51ty of ?. r.isdesieanor
and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars
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nor more than one hundred dollars and every day that such violation shall con-

tinue shall constitute a separate and distincy offense.
SECTION 6.

AM3UNTOFLICENSE TAX.

Any person procuring a"General Store" license under the provisions of this
ordinance shall pc^r into the Treasury of the City of Nitro the sum of Fifteen
Dollars ($10.00) and any person procuring a "Special Store" license shall pay into said Treasury the sum of Five Dollars ($5.00).
SECTION 7.

EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL OF LICENSE.

All licenses shall be so issued as to expire on the thirtieth day of June of
each year. On or before the first day of July of each year, every person having
a license shcllapply to the Office of the Recorder of the City of Nitro for a
renewal for the year next ensuing. Each application, whether for renewal or
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otherwise, diall be accompanied by a filing fee of fifty cents for each license
requested and by the license tax as prescribed in Section 6.
SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATIi.
This ordinance shall become effective on the first day of July, one

thousand nine hundred seventy-one.
SECTION 9.
All ordinances previously adopted which are inc on si stentherewith are here-

I

by repealed.
PASSAGE DATE
EFFECTIVE DATE:

May 18, 1971
JULY 1, 1971

Councilman Hoke reported that the Street Committee had not completed the
survey of the streets.
Mayor Alexander told the Council that we had discussed the financing of
recently purchased equipment and that two used trucks had not been paid
for <^ue to the fact that we did not have the money and we were waiting until
the new cruiser came in, in order that we could finance all three pieces of
equipment at one time.
Mr. Michael has prepared a resolution for the Baik ofNitro, authorizing
the Bank to pay Childer's Chevrolet and Estep Construction the amount due them.
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Mr. Michael explained that this Resolution was signed by the Mayor and
Recorder and it means that the City enters into a lease agreement.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, that the following
Resolution be passed.

Upon a vote motion carried.
RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, AUTHORIZING SAID
CITY OF NURD TO FINANCE CERTAIN EQUIPMENT
MID TO ENTER INTO A LEASE PURCHASE AGREEMENT.

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro has contracted to purchase from Childers
Chevrolet Company, a 1971 Chevrolet, 8 cylinder, Biscayne Model, at a cost of
$2,1*17.7? andoneuaed 1S>6? Chevrolet truck at a cost of $1,350.00, and,
WHEREAS, The City of Nitro has contracted to purchased from Estep Construction Company one used 1963 Ford Dump Truck at a cost of $1,300.00, and,
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WHEREAS, IN order for said City of Nitro to pay for said equipment, it

I

is necessary that said equipment be financed and paid for in monthly installments over a period of one year, and,
WGREAS, said City of Nitro has made tentative arrangements with said
Childers Chevrolet Company and Estep Construction Company to lease said equipment on a monthly rental basis and which rental would apply on the purchase price.
NOH, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor of the City of Nitro be
authorized, empowered and directed to enter into a lease agreement with said
CMlders Chevrolet Company and Estep Construction Company, covering the following
equipment:
Childer Chevrolet Company:
One 1971 Chevrolet UDS 8 Biscayne Model Number 15U69, Serial Number 15U691HL71952, and
One used Chevrolet True!: - 1967, Serial Number - CS1U7B120710.
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Estep Construction Company:
One used Ford Dump Truck 1?63, Serial Number F701U3?l£96.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said lease purchase agreement shall provide for
a monthly rental to be paid to said Childers Chevrolet Company and Estep
Construction Company by the City of Nitro , ^v,?.! to the purchase price amortized over
one year period, including legal interest; s^/?. rentals shall be applied toward
the purchase price ?nd <r?jrrying charges.
Upon payment of the rentals over a one year per od, as aforesaid, the complete title to said equipment shall become vested in the City of Nitro and
all liens against said equipment released.
Dated this the l8th day of May 4 1971.
2n answer to question of the amount of money involved, the total with

I

interest is $5,381.38.

The Mayor asked the Recorder to read a copy of letter from Clarence
Jfor?n, Director of the Regional Development Authority of Kanawha County to
Edgar N. Henry, Director of the West Virginia Division of Water Resources
Department of Natural Resources.
SUBJECT:

I

Letter from Clarence Moran as follows:

Stsfce participation and incremental federal grants Sewage treatment

projects.
Deer Ed:
I appreciate meeting with you yesterday and your advices on our proposal
to generate state funding participation in the ^orstmcticr of sewage treatment facilities, to utilize the incremental federal grants now available. I
regret your inability to be represented at the meeting this morni^ in our
offices.
Our staff discussed this matter in full with Senators Mario Palumbo and
John Poffenbarger and Kanawha County Legislator Thomas E. Potter. We felt
i _ Apparent that they were not aware of the recurring loss of the federal
aid to the state, or the several potential corrective i-ro^c jed methods which
night =^?ure utilization of the total federal annual allocation of grants toward sewage treatement construction in Vfcrt Virginia. Their concern was not
limited to KarL-r-rhc. County progress] they recog.il-cd the overall benefits to
the state which would result fror; :.:?;ri.r:um utili*rt-"c:. c*1 f°derr.l aids.
As a result of the conference, the followingprocedures "rore recorar>or.r!?'3.:
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1. Is existing legislation, particularly Chapter 20-Article £A,
adequate as a legal mechanism to handle state appropriations?
2. If the answer is yes, a joint conference to inclvde Gov. llccr10 ^hotil
be held with the view of making a budget allocation of appropiiate size for
the purposes being sought.
3. If the answer to step 1
rr-r,"1..'.':0^ for consideration at the
(and step 1), it was felt that a
Interim Committee, and the legal

is negative, new legislation should be fcrnext session. In respect to this step,
good case is presett for the interst of an
services available thereby.

We will be exploring this matter in further meetings with lir. Potter and
other promptly.
¥« did advise these legislators of your 3stimate of $5>.6 million dollars
needed during a fiscal year 1971-72 to deter loss of allocated federal grants.
Very truly yours,
Clarence Moran, Director

I
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In discussion of the letter, the Mayor said that they had been trying for

I

some time to get additdnnal money from the Federal Government to help out with
the sewers in the area that we last annexed. We as yet have not been able
to get the governmental agent:, to turn loose the money and that a study had
been made regarding this in the last two or three months. In the Stste of West
Virginia, the practice has been to give 30 percent grant only to Sewer Plants.
This does not cover any lines and thatthe Plant is the least of the cost of
Secondary Treatment.
If we accept the 30 percent grant, we wouldneed to borrow NineHundred
Thousand, this would make the cost to the people in these areas where the sewer
was laid, approximately $LI?.00 a month.
We had had a letter giving us six months to getthe Plant in operation.
It would have been approximately 180 days and in checking out the amount of

I

work involved it would take about 85>0 days.
The Regional Development had learned that a lot of the money allocated
for West Virginia had been turned back and not spent in West Virginia. He said
that in 1969 HUD, the Department which most of the money comes thxtngh, did
not spend one dime in the State of West Virginia dnd at that time there were
several applications in and that a lot of them did not get money through HUD.
There were some who received money through the Appalachian Program.
In checking out the amount of money that the Water Resource Department has
on hand at this time, the Mayor said it looks like that money turned back to the
Federal Government was some $15,000,000.00. Last year it was eight or nine
million dollars.
When this money is turned back to the Federal Government it goes to some
other state fur use. Why we have not gotten it, I don't know.
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In reference to Item 1 in the letter on the existing legislation, Chapter

20, Article 5-A, the Attorneys who have checked this Article, feel that the
law is adequate.
The Mayor went further to say that he had been threatned with injunction

I

because he had not started the Secondary Treatment Plant.
He feels that some money should be given to spend in West Virginia. In
1969 there was not a dollar approprated for West Virginia, a lot of the other
states did get money.
The Mayor said he felt that Council should know the steps that are being
taken in an effort to get some Federal money. The Mayor also pointed out
that Fayettsville had been granted 80-20 on Federal money for sewers. This is
explained that it depends on the number of nonwemployeed in the area. We have
more people who are able to pay but we have a percentage of just as many that
can not pay. Councilman Allen asked if RICK was involved in this.
•4ie Mayor said that the two Authorities had an agreement that they would
work together in all projects.
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The Mayor explained that no funding can be done without first going through
RICK. The Mayor also pointed out that most of the Appalachian Fund was being
spend on roads.
Councilman Kniceley reported thatthe Pool would be open Saturday, May 29,
at 10:00 A.M., weather permitting.
The men have been painting the pool, there are several pool employees who
are out of college nowand have agreed to open the pool at 1:00 P.M.,
previously it opened at 3:00 P.M., while school was in session. Opening it
will give some adults and small children a chance to swim before the school
gets out and it won't be so crowded.
Councilman Knieeley also reported that the Advisory Committee will again
this year be working with the Pool Committee. Swimming lessons will begin

I
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June the 21st.
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Councilman Waldorf reported at )±0k Kanawha Avenue there is some surface

water. The soil is sandy and the road is sinking. The Mayor asked if there
is a drain at this point.

Councilman Williamson said it looked like there

is a hole there. The Mayor said he would have it checked.
Councilman Waldorf reported that he had received a couple of complaints
on junk cans and unlicensed cars on the City streets and that there are places
that are over hauling motors on unlicensed cars. One place is 31st Street
between 2nd Avenue and 3rd Avenue.
Councilman Waldorf also rported that an applie tree located on Beach Street
and Main Avenue obstructs the view of motorists.
Councilman Hoke said he would like for the Mayor to write the State Road
Commission a letter in an effort to make 21st Street where theold Depot was
located into a parking area.

I

•^le Mayor saidhe had recently talked with Mr. Perry of the Highways

Department, and that he is to come down within the next few weeks to go over
some places that need repairs. He will talk to Mr. Perry about this.
Councilman Allen said he had received a copy of the Drivers Education
Class recommendations and asked thatcopies be made and sent to each member of
the Traffic Committee.
Councilman Tidquist said it had been suggested making 21st Street aad Bank
Street, two hour parking limit.
The Mayor said th* when school was out that the parking problem should
ease up.
The schools parking lot is being used JBor building purposes and that there
are plans to make a new parking lot.

I

Tlie Mayor reported that the Women1 s dub and the Scouts have about 35

hundred plastic bags that they intend to distribute to the homes in town
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and that the week of the 2lith of May, they wish to hold a clean up. ¥e hope
to be through with our regular pick up at this time and then go through tovjn

•

and pick up all plastic bags, placed in front of homes.
In answer to Councilman Tidquist's question, if we are going back on
a once a month pick up, the Mayor said we hope to at the first of the fiscal
year.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed
the Mayor adjourned the meeting.

I
MAYOR

I
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June 1, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, June 1, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton
L. Williamson, members of the Council. Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The invocation was given by the Reverend James Horton, of the First Baptist
Church of Nitro.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of May
18, 1971 be accepted.
Councilman Hoke reported the recommendations of the Street Committee concerning
paving ;,or resurfacing of streets. He presented a list of the streets.
STREET COMMITTEE REPORT
Paving or resurfacing
STREET

#6 - 1st to 3rd Ave.
#7 - 2nd to 3£d Ave.

Resurface
Resurface

#8 - 1st to 3rd Ave.
#9 - 2nd to 3rd Ave.

Resurface
Resurface

#10- 1st to 3rd Ave.
#11- 1st to 3rd Ave.

Resurface
Resurface

#12- 2nd to 3rd Ave.
#13- 2nd to 3rd Ave.

Resurface
Resurface

#llj.~
#16#17#Ul-

Resurface
Resurface
Resurface
Resurface

2nd to 3rd
Do nothing
1st to 2nd
1st to 2nd

#39 East

Ave.
at present
Ave.
Ave.

Holly Street
Valentine Circle
Sattes Circle
Fenton Circle

Resurface
Resurface
Resurface
Resurface

Spring Street - From main road to
Railroad - Resurface
Cleveland Avenue- From main road to
Railroad should be
curbed - Resurface
Red Oak Drive - 150 appr. 1st Avenue So.
to County Road
Owens Street

New pavement with Bridge to Easter Road
All of Easter Road - Uoth to end of Easter Road.
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Councilman Hoke said that two of the Committee Members looked the streets
over. He stated that these are the same recommendations that the Council at
large recommended last year.
Councilman Hoke informed that Easter Road needed paving, a bridge for automobiles had been torn down and a bridge put in for walking across the creek.
Councilman Hoke said that it was not known who owned a certain portion of
Easter Road, it may be the State Road property.
In answer to Councilman Allen1 s question as to who pays for the paving, if
the portion does belong to the State.
The Mayor said that the cost would be prorated on the property owners on
that street.
The Mayor said he wouldhave the Engineer check this over to see if we
could enter it into the program.
Councilan Kniceley asked about the bridge, and asked if a large colvert
could be installed.
In answer to the Mayor's question regarding 13th Street, Councilman Hoke
said it was suggested paving it from 1st Avenue to 2nd Avenue.
theMayor and Council discussed Red Oak Drive, 1st Avenue South, to the Old
County Road. It was suggested that Red Oak Drive, be included in this program.
Councilman Hoke said the Committee had left off Cedar and Ivy Street, they
are unpaved, that they had talked to the people and they do not want it paved
and the Committee did not want to throw anything on the people that they do not
need, they have access to both sides of just oneblock.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to leave the
Street RecommendatLns for street paving and resurfacing the same as last year.
Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke brought up the paving of Owens Street. He said that they

need paving on the Iwoer side. The Mayor said that we do have a problem during
the year and it is necessary to haul two or three loads of rock to put on Ownes
Street.
Councilman Goodwin said, if Spring Street is paved, it may clear up this
problem.'
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, that the
recommendations for street paving and resurfacing be turned over to the Engineer
for cost estimates.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The Mayor asked how far should we take Easter Road?
Councilman Hoke said from Uoth Street to the end of Easter Road.
The Mayor informed Council that he had checked the place in the street at
koh Kanawha Avenue and that we do have a 30" or 36" drain through and under
Dogwood and Kanawha at this point. There could be a cavity under it.
Jk

TheMayor said that he had talked to some people who live there and they
say it has been this way for years and this could mean the whole width of the
street and in order to take care of the situation there, it would heed a strip
30' x hO1 to replace it, it would be pretty expensive.
There is no evidence of dirt in the water and the Mayor suggested leaving
it alone at present and then perhaps a little latter put in a strip of black top.
Councilman Goodwin suggested taking elevation of the place now. The Mayor
said he thought the catch basin there would take any water off the streets.
Councilman Hoke reported that the people on l6th Street do not wan£ anything
done to their street until it erodes out.
He also reported that Main Avenue from Walker Street to the Bridge on the
south side needs a layer of asphalt.
The Mayor said thatperhaps that we could get a good deal from the contractor who does the paving to put in one strip on that side.
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Councilman Tidquist reported that people on 15>th Street are complaining
about the raod that Ellis built up the hill. The water washes down this road
then when it driec thecpeople have a problem with dust.
Councilman Kniceley said that Ray Ellis owns thi property,=maybe he could
put in a grade across the road.
The Mayor said he was not sure that there was a drain to tie into it at
this point.
The Mayor told Council tiat the West Virginia Council of Towns and Cities
at their last meeting had passed a Resolution regarding the National Revenue
Sharing and that they were asking all City Councils to pass a Resolution endorsing their proposal, and to send copies to United States Senatros and United
States Congressmen in Washington.
The Resolution was read as follows:
"We, the West Virginia Council of Towns and Cities, hereby assert that
the immediate establishment of an adequate and fair National Revenue Sharing
system is the highest priority issue confronting government here in West
Virginia and throughout America. National Revenue Sharing is essential to
perserve our federal system, vital to the ability of the state and local
government to set goals, make decisions and be responsive to the needs
of our citizens.
As evidence of the urgency and high priority, we hereby publicly commit
ourselves to actively support a program for revenue sharing."
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the Council
endorse the Resolution of the West Virginia Council of Towns and Cities. Upon
a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke asked if we could paint double lines on 21st Street, there
are a lot of people taking up both lanes to turn up 21st Street.
Councilman Hoke asked about the survey of homes in Nitro. The Recorder said
that the reason that it had not been done was due to lack of funds.
Councilman Hoke said he felt that it would be to our advantage to go ahead
and have the survey made.
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE FOLLOWING NAMED
STREETS, OR PUBLIC WAYS IN CITY
OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM
COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA; SIXTH
J. C. LAWRENCE"""
—STREET- ERQM ITS INTERSECTION WITH
Joseph C.. (Red) Lawrence, 69, of Scott
WEST VIRGINIA iROUTE 25 (FIRST A4£E^
Depot, a retired construction worker, died
NUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH
last Monday, at Thomas Memorial Hospital
THIRD AVENUE, SEVENTH STREET
following a long illness.
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST
Survivors: widow, Grace Stephens, LawrVIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE)
ence; sons, James V. Lawrence of Dayton,
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
Ohio, Ross E. Lawrence of Lakeland, Ga.;
AVENUE; EIGHTH STREET FROM ITS
mother Mrs. Almira Allie Lawrence of
INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.j sisters, Mrs. LilROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS
lian Plymale and Mrs. Helen Adams, both
INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE:
of Fort Lauderdale, Mrs. Nell Verna Moss
NINTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECof Lewisburg; six grandchildren.
TION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS
Funeral services were Thursday at the
INTERSECTION WFTH THIRD AVENUE;
Pine Grove Church of Christ, Minister
TENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECGeorge Erwin in charge. Burial in the
TION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25
family cemetery at Scott Depot was under
(FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION
the direction of Curry-Casdorph Funeral
WITH THIRD A V E N U E ; ELEVENTH
Home.
STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH
WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVEp. H. MCDOWELL
NUE)
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH
Paul H. McDowell, 70, of St. Albans,
THIRD AVENUE; TWELFTH STREET
died last Monday at his home.
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
He was a retired bridge inspector for the
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH
State Department of Highways.
THIRD AVENUE; THIRTEENTH STREET
Survivors: wife, Juliet; daughters, Mrs.
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST
Joice Spurlock and Miss Linda McDowell
VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE)
of St. Albans; Mrs. Norma Stookey of
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
Chesterfield, Ind.; brother, Harland McAVENUE; FOURTEENTH STREET FROM
Dowell of West Jefferson, Ohio; and seven
ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVEgrandchildren.
NUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
The Rev. Jesse Woodward conducted
AVENUE; S E V E N T E E N T H STREET
funeral services Wednesday. Burial was in FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST
Cunningham Memorial Park.
VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE)
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE; FORTY FIRST STREET FROM
JOSEPH PERRAUT
ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRJoseph Perraut, 74, of Winfield died last
GINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO
Saturday at Thomas Memorial Hospital
ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVEfollowing a three-week illness.
NUE; VALENTINE CIRCLE FROM ITS
He was a World War I veteran and forINTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE
merly owned and operated a garage and
AND COMPRISING ALL OF VALENTINE
repair shop in South Charleston.
CIRCLE AS SHOWN UPON A REVISED
Survivors: widow, Helen; son, Joseph
MAP OF SECTION FIVE, OF A PART
Anthony of Hurricane; daughters, Mrs.
OF SATTES. TO ITS INTERSECTION
Geneva Hay of Uniontown, Pa., Mrs. GwenWITH HOLLEY S T R E E T ; HOLLEY
dolyn King of South Charleston; halfSTREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION Wrih
sisters, Mrs. Rose Meadows, Mrs. Marie
MAIN AVENUE TO ITS COMMON INTERMussinon and Mrs. Margaret Lightner,
SECTION WITH VALENTINE AND SATall of Ripley, Ohio and Mrs. Anna Lee
TES CIRCLES; SATTES CIRCLE FROM
Williams of Georgetown, Ohio; halfITS INTERSECTION W I T H HOLLEY
brothers, Frank, Cgarles and Brobert
STREET, AND COMPRISING ALL OF
brothers, Frank, Charles and Robert
SATTES CIRCLE AS SHOWN UPON A
Bruist, all of Ohio; eight grandchildren.
MAP OF SECTION ONE OF SATTES;
Requiem mass was Tuesday morning at
FENTON CIRCLE FROM ITS WESTERthe Blessed Sacrement Catholic Church,
LY INTERSECTION OF MAIN AVENUF
South Charleston, the Rev. Fr. Leroy
AND ENDING WITH ITS EASTERLY D>
Beyer celebrant. Burial followed in CunTERSECTION; CLEVELAND AVEN'
ningham Memorial Park.
FROM THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF £
LINE OF WEST VIRGINIA ROUT^,
TO THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OT^
E. E. WOOD
LINE OF PENN CENTRAL RA^^.
Elmer Elihu Wood, 65, of Marlinton;
RIGHT OF WAY LINE AND
died last Sunday at Pinecrest Sanitarium,
SECTION WITH MICHIGAN AVP*1^
Beckley, after an extended illness.
OAK STREET FROM ITS IN1..
Survivors living in this area: sisters,
WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE _2»?
,Mrs. Mable Moore and Mrs. Mildred Sut_JjQRTHERLY DlRECTIQjj_TO_
_ton both of St. Albans^,
._.._ _.

AREA OBITUARIES
MRS. LULA YOUNG
Mrs. Lula Belle Young, 80, sister of
Mrs. Birdie Summers of St. Albans, died
last Wednesday at her home in Rand after
an extended illness.
Funeral services were Friday at Maiden
with burial at London.
MRS. J. L. WALKER
Mrs. Phyllis C. Walker, 54, former resident of St. Albans and more recently of
Cincinnati, Ohio, died last Tuesday at St.
Francis Hospital in Cincinnati.
Survivors: husband, Jesse L. of Cincinnati; daughter, Linda Marsh of St. Albans; son, Larry of Cincinnati; brother,
Ercel Baker of Olive Hill, Ky.; sisters,
Mrs. Ruby Robinson of Huntington, Mrs.
Edna Vickers of Springfield, Ohio; mother,
Mrs. Beulah Baker of Huntington.
Funeral services and burial were Friday
morning at Cincinnati.
T. B. ASHWORTH
Thomas Bernard Ashworth, 67, of CharwStf°Va,th6r °f James C' Ashworth of
Wznfield. died last Tuesday at a St. Albans
nursing home after a lengthy illness.
Funeral services were
conducted by the
_
as at Sissonvflie.
. MRS. JOSEPH McMURRAY
Mrs. Rachael Hunt McMurray, 68, sister
of Horton Hunt of St. Albans, died last
Monday at her home in Ravenswood.
Mrs. McMurray and her husband have
been owner-operators of a grocery in Ravenswood since 1914.
Funeral services and burial were Thursday at Ravenswood.
MRS. MELVINA BIRCHFIELD

Mrs. Melvinda Pitchard Birchfield, 88,
of Nitro, died last Monday at her home
1540 15th Street, following a lengthy illness.
She was the widow of Samuel Birchfield,
a retired miner, who died in 1964.
A longtime resident of Nitro she lived
her enitrie life in Kanawha County.
Survivors: son, Walter of Poca; daughters, Mrs. Ethel Osborne and Mrs. Gladys
Wills of Nitro, Mrs. Hattie Dudding of
Peach Creek; brother, J. B. Burke of
London; 14 grandchildren; 27 great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held Wednesday at
the Church of Christ of Nitro, Minister
Flavial Smith in charge. Burial in Lewis
Cemetery at Mammonth was under the
direction of Cooke and Pauley Funeral
Home.

nesday in Pocahontas County.
MILLER INFANT

Kenneth Scott Miller, infant son of Kenneth Scott and Janet Cook Miller 1132 llth
Street, Nitro, was stillborn last Sunday at
Charleston Memorial Hospital.
Other survivors: grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Gilbert Cook and Mr. and Mrs.
William Miller, all of Nitro.
The Rev. Aries Covert conducted graveside services Wednesday morning at Tyler
Mountain Memory Gardens. Cooke and
Pauley Funeral Home was in charge of
arrangements.

A. D. PARSONS

Alvin D. Parsons, 65, of Melbourne
Beach, Florida, brother of Londis Parsons of Florida, died last Wednesday at
Melbourne Beach.
Funeral services and burial were in
Florida.

R. J. MUCKLOW
Robert John Mucklow, 88, of Chelyan,
father of Mrs. Emory Hanna, Jr., of Scott
Depot, died last Monday at Charleston
Memorial Hospital.
Funeral services and burial were Thursday.

ROBERT E. HIPPERT

Robert E. Hippert, 68, of Hurricane, formerly of Charleston, died last Monday in
Greenbrier Valley Hospital, Ronceverte,
after a long illness.
He was a retired taxi driver in Charleston.
Survivors: wife, Mayme
The Rev. Claude Beatty conducted funeral
services Tuesday at Charleston. Burial
was at London.

PUTNAM COUNTY
ADULT LEARNING CENTER
313 Main Street
' Winfield, West Virginia '
Phone 586-2411
OPEN DAILY
M TW T 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
F 9:00am - I:00pm
M T 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Open for adults who would like to raise their
reading or math levels or who would like to earn
a high school diploma. Programmed learning for
all adults. New learning methods and electronic
teaching machines used. Courses in reading, math,
typing, shorthand, bookkeeping, foreign language
and modern math. Levels offered from elementary
to high school and college levels. You may enroll
at any time. Call 586-2411.

FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST
39th STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH 40th STREET; UNIT ONE: EASTER
ROAD AND EAST 39th STREET; EASTER
ROAD BEGINNING AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH 40th STREET AND ENDING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST *
39th STREET; EAST 39th STREET BEGINNING AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH
EASTER ROAD AND ENDING AT THE
FOOT BRIDGE OVER ARMOUR'S CREEK;
UNIT TWO: EASTER ROAD, BEGINNING
AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST 39th
STREET AND ENDING AT THE EXISTING
PAVEMENT, A DISTANCE OF 300 FEET,
MORE OR LESS; UNIT THREE: EASTER
ROAD, BEGINNING AT THE EXISTING
PAVEMENT DESCRIBED IN UNIT TWO
ABOVE, AND ENDING 1000 FEET, MORE
OR LESS, IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION;
EAST 39th STREET, BEGINNING ATTHE
END OF EXISTING CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND ENDING AT A FOOTBRIDGE
OVER ARMOUR'S CREEK, A DISTANCE
OF 135 FEET, MORE OR LESS; SECOND
AVENUE (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING
AT A POINT OPPOSITE THE SOUTHERLY
PROPERTY LINE OF 22nd STREET AND
EXTENDING SOUTHERLY TOWARD 21st
STREET FOR A DISTANCE OF 26 FEET,
MORE OR LESS, ON THE EAST SIDE OF
SECOND AVENUE; TWENiitiMHSTREET
(SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING ON THE
WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF WINTZ
AVENUE AND EXTENDING WESTERLY
37 FEET, MORE OR LESS; TWENTY
THIRD STREET (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING AT THE COMM0?f^eRNER OF
LOTS 2309 AND 2311, AND RUNNING IN
AN EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET,
MORE OR LESS.
Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City of Nitro to
permanently improve the portions of the
Streets and Public Ways described above
in the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam
Counties, West Virginia, by grading, regrading, draining, paving, re-paving, surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing,
re-curbing, guttering, constructing sidewalks, and otherwise permanently improving said streets or public ways, and
by constructing, providing and renewing
any such improvements or other permanent public improvements in and on said
above named streets and public ways, or
portions thereof, and including any intersections, as the Common Council of the
City of Nitro may deem proper and to
assess the cost of such improvements
on the property abutting said portions of
said streets and public ways.
The proposals to make such improvements and the plans, specifications, profiles and estimates will be considered by
the Common Council of the City of Nitro
at a public meeting to be held on the 24th
day of August, 1971, at 8:00 o'clock P.M.
at the City Building in said City of Nitro.
Any abutting owners or interested parties
will be given an opportunity to protest
or be heard at said meeting or any adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Common Council
of the City of Nitro on the 20th day of
July, 1971.
CITY OF NITRO
BY: GRACE LEWIS
City Recorder
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The Councilrj&scussed the amount to be paid the person who makes the survey

I

and the Counci suggested the pay be 100 per name.
Councilman Allen said he had not had an opportunity to go over the recommendations of the Ni.tro High School Drivers Education Class, but he will do so before
the next council meeting.
Councilman Allen asked if professional people were required to buy a
special store license.
This will be reported to the Attorney for clarification.
Councilman Kniceley reported on the Pool, that due to bad weather they
did not have an openingon Saturday the 29th hut did opin Sunday and they had
two real good days. He also said thatthey had a new member on the Advisory
Commitee, who is Mrs. Patty Mellert.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed, the

I

Mayor adjourned the meeting.

^
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June l£, 1971
The City Council net in regular session Tuesdgr, June 15, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor) Grace Lewis, Recorder, Dr. R. V.
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Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist, Ton
M. Waldorf and Ken ton L. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Reverend Janes Horton, of the First
Baptist Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
June 1, 1971 be accepted.

Upon a vote notion carried.

Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, the Financial
Statement for the month of May, 1971, be accepted. Upon a vote notion carried.
The City received two sealed bids for Fleet Insurance. The bids were
opened and read as follows:
Ray Ellis Insurance Agency - $3,023.00
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John Marshall Insurance Agency - $2,763.00
John Marshall bid on the 25 thousand property damage was included in the
figure bodily.
Councilman Allen asked if we had a standard form used for insurance bids?
The Recorder produced the request for bids.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that after
clarification of this one point of the property damage, bids would be given to
the lowest bidder. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen read the traffic suggestions for Nitro, as suggested
by the Drivers Education Class of Nitro High School.
1.

Change stop sign to yield sign on road coming from park onto Plant Road.

Councilman Allen said that he personally was not in favor of this. He thought we
should try to keep this traffic slow since it is in a Park area.
2.

The trees and shrubbery on the left side of the coenerof First Avenue

I

and Second Avenue need to be cleared back because it is bad if someone is going

I

too fast down first avenue.
Councilman Allen said that he agreed with this suggestion and that this area

needs to be trimmed.
3.

There should be some signs or flashing lights on 21st Street to tell

people to slow down because they have entered a school zone.
Councilman Allen said we do have a stop sign and light, but coming out
of 21st Street approaching the school there is not a sign.
U. There should be a railroad sign put up to show the railroad crossing.
Councilman Allen said he did not know what we could do about that.
Councilman Tidquist said that the crossingsaare in very bad shape and
are not marked well.
5.

I

Need more signs going onto 3Ud Avenue signifying it as a one way road.

Councilman Allen said he had to agree that this is badly needed. People

come the wrong way on %e street all the time, that we should have more signs

there.
Councilman Hoke said that people should be required to park off the cement
strip.
Councilman Allen said we should take care of the area.
6. The speed limit on both Street be raised to 1*0 M.P.H.
Councilman Allen said that this was a State Road, that we could make the
suggestion to the State Road Commission.
7.

There should fee a sign for the cars on Big Tyler Road when it intersects

with Rocky Fork Road.

It is dangerous for the car pulling ott of Rocky For be-

cause they cannot see clearly.
Councilman Allen said this was a state road.

I

8.

Stoplight at 19th Street and Plant Road for the workers getting off.

Councilman Allen said this matter had been discussed several times. He

thought that the Plants were going to help put up a stop light.

The Mayor said that the Industries did agree to help on the cost.
The State Road Commission suggested that we wait until after the change of
highway, due to the fact that any thing put up now wouldhave to come off when

I

the construction started.
The Mayor said that we had asked for three stop lights, one at 19th Street,
at 21st Street and Ulst Street, and the State Road Commission does pay a. portion
of the cost.
9.

Speed limit on Main Street should be raised to 3fi M.P.H. Since most people

use the increased speed anyway. The present speed limit of 25 MtP.Hi. is too slow
and hazardous.
Councilman Allen said he had surveyed and traveled Main Avenue. The traffic
is too heavy and that he would be against the speed limit being increased on Main
Avenue to 35 M2P.H.
10. I believe that the speed limit on 2nd Avenue ought to be raised to 30
M'iP.H.
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Councilman Allen said there are lots of children and homes on 2nd avenue
and that he would be against this.
11. Put a merging left sign where you come from Institure to Nitro. Where
the right lane goes into the left lane. Past Sattes Grade School.
Councilman Allen said he thought this would be a wonderful suggestion to
make to the State Road Commission to put a sign up to that affect.
Councilman Allen asked if the Stste ever cuts the weeds along the highway.
The Mayor said neither the State Road or the Railroad cut the weeds, the
City does.
Councilman Tidquist said along the track the weeds have to be cut by hand.
The Mayor said that on 3S?d Avenue we did have signs and he went on to say that
about 1/3 of the signs have disappeaed.
Councilman Allen said the ones we have now are covered with weeds and you
can not see them.
Councilman Allen sffgested that any one parked on the street should be
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firen tickets.
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Councilman Waldorf said that when we made the suggestion to the Stsfce Road
Commission, that we might include the stop lights at Ulst Street, llth Street and
19th Street. Yfe may be able to get some insight about when the new road is
going to be put in.
The Mayor informed that the Road Commission is responsible for 3A of the cost
of traffic lights for Ulst Street, 2,6 cost SOT the light at 21st Street and
1/2 for the cost of 19th Street.
^he Mayor said that another place that we need a sign is at 7th Street coming
into 1st Avenue.
Mr. Michael, the Attorney, tried to clarify these special store license,
in answer to question on professional people being liable for the license.
Mr. Michael said that in our store license it explains how stores and
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mercantile establihsments, and he takes this to be a place where you malk in
and buy merchandise from the shelves and that in a dentist or eye doctos office
you do not do this. Therefore, he would say that professional people are not
liable for the special store license.
The Recorder read the following letter from the Nitro High School Student
Council.
Dear Sirs:
Recently a comaittee from Nitro High School Student Council talked to Mr.
Alexander about a proposed swimming team sponsored by Nitro High for Nitro High
school students as a club activity. We are now considering several pools in
the area for the use of their facilities. As you know, Nitro Municipal Swimming
Pool is among these. The student Council of Nitro High School has obtained
by-laws and vital information concerning swim teams, which we plan to use. If
the Nitro Pool is accessible at any time of the day for one hour , (perferrably
before the pool regularly opens) we would highly appreciate having it as our
team's pool.
If we can use the pool, we would like to know the expense for usingit, for
onehour a day three days a weeks. Your consideration will be mgghly appreciated.

I

Sincerely,
Mike Curry, Pres. of N.H.S.
Student Council

Councilman Kniceley asked where they intended to hare their meets.
The Mayor explained that when the group came to see him first that they did
not have any facts as to what they intended to do andtiuthat he had tUd them to
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put in writing what they wanted and present it to the Council and thst he felt
that the only thing that could be done in answer to thi s letter was to sit down
with the Committee and go into all phases of what the group expects to do.
he Mayor said that the last meeting when we were discussing paving that he
had forgotten a section of third Avenue which connects liOth Street Road at East
39th Street. We do have a sidewalk along this street and at times cars throw
rocks and water onto achool children who travel this street.
Councilman Kniceley asked who owns the land next to the creek and will we
be able to access the property. The Mayor said he felt that now we could access
the property.
The Mayor said he felt that now we could access it and he thought that
Mr. Molohan owned a part of the property and thsb the bianco he believed was
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in the Hartley Estate.
He was also informed that the Engineer said that this street would be
a low cost street, the to the fact that the City has put so much rock on it each
year and that it already had a good base and it will not be necessary to make it
any wider, it is 16 feet in width.
Councilman Tidquist asked if the school bus goes into the school and Councilman Allen said that there will be a school bus.
Councilman Hoke said then that the Board of Education should pay same of
the expense of the ftreet.
Councilman Allen said that he would check with teh Putnam County School
Board to see if they would pay apyexpense.
The Msyor suggested letting the Engineer figure a cost estimte and that
he felt that it would probably be about 5 dollaaa a foot for 16 ' width.
The Mayor sad that he had talked to the Engineer regarding the Bridge at
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39th Street and that the Engineer was not sure that we can access the cost of tke

I

bridge. The Mayor said that we have a snail hand bridge there now and that it

was necessary £o put a post at each end to keep motorcycles from going across.
If we put a bridge in then we are going open the traffic to the top
of Easter ttoad to go down East 39th St.
There is a school and the street is narrow aid there are too many children
and this would be dangerous to them.
The Mayor suggested that all the Councilman look this probel over before
the next meeting.
He said he had talked to some people who lire in the area and that they
hoped that they would not build a bridge there.
Councilman Hoke said that he had been checking sidewalks and there are three
places that need to be repaired.
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1.

2nd Avenue between 21st Street and the corner of 22nd Street.

In front of

Holmans, the sidewalk is dropping.
2.

20th Street beside of Marrs Jewlrey Store, the whole sidewalk has dropped

several inches.
3.

23rd Street in front of lots 2311 and 2313, property of V. K. Kaapp

is in bad need of repairs.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Waldorf, that these three places
be put onto the street paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke brought up Helen's Court, which is private property and
has homes on it and that it is in the City limits aid they expect City services
and something should be done about it there.
The Mayor explained that the owners had tried to get the Council to accept the
Street in Helen Court but had been turned down because the width is only 12*.
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It does not meet the standard requirement of the Planning Commission. The

only thing we could do is to notify them to pave the street.

Councilman Goodwin presented a petiton i*oAhth«-<**ft'Srs of Fenton Circle
asking that Fenton Circle be withdrawn from the Paving Program, they do not feel
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that the streets need to be resurfaced.
The Mayor said the petition will be put on file and brought up at the protest
meeting*
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Councilman Allen said that in the last minutes that we change Michigan Ave.
to Cleveland Avenue.
Councilman Allen said that he had observed the problem at the end of 15 th Street
and that there is a mess, where the water washes down the driveway, from the
property on the hill.
Councilman Hoke said that he talked to Ray Ellis, the owner of the property
on the hill aad that he had wanted this driveway closed up and that he now has a
good reason.
Councilman Williamson said he had checked the property on Walker Street for
proper street numbering and that Mrs. Lee is willing to accept the Number 209
and the new house will be 207.
Councilman Hoke reported that he had had complaints from 1*1 st Street that
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Childers Garage cleans out their garage and the greese and oil comes down the
street and people track it into their homes.
Councilman Waldorf reported a tree at the corner of 12th Street and 1st Avenue
on the parkway needs triaaed. He also requested that a street man clean out the
storm box in front of Toney Crease.
Councilman Waldorf again reported the tree on Beech and Main Avenue obstructing traffic.
The Recorder presented to Council the reconcilation of Receipts and Disbursements as through May 31. She also presented a revised budget to take care of the
over expenditures aid increased revenues.
The State Tax Conmisssioner's office had suggested that we do revision of the
budget in this manner.

I
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Councilman Kniceley reported that the Parks Gravely Tractor islin bad nedd
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of repairs, or in fact that they need a new one and asked if there would be any

money to take care of this?
It was necessary to do something about it.

The Recorder said there was very

little chance of having any money by the end of June.
The Mayor explained that it had taken a few months to get back on our feet.
Councilman Kniceley pointed out that the Park was susposed to have had $6,500.00
and that we have not put that much in the Park Fund.
He said that they had purposely held back on expenses and pointed out that the
bleechers are falling apart.
He went on to say that we are tiUf from the Park. The Mayor said that if
the money is available we will put it in the Park Fund.
Councilman Kniceley said that it *s not carried over into the next year
and Ibhat it would be missed.
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The Mayor said that at any time thsfc we should have the money and the Counc il

wishes to place money into the Park Fund or my where else they may do so.
Councilman Allen asked if we had spent any money on the Watershed. It was
pointed out that the expense made at the Watershed was for the Balance of the
Contractor on the Construction and for the seeding.
Councilman Kniceley said the Park needed bleechers, a tracter and playground
equipment. In answer to Councilman Allen's question as to how old the tracter was,
Councilman Kniceley estimated it to be about five years old.
Councilman Allen said that he had talked to Mr. Anderson in charge of
Recreation at So. Chmrletson and that they had gotten some federal money for the
Park in So. Charleston.
The Mayor said that Mr. Anderson had talked to him about the Federal money
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and that it was for the children's lunches in So. Charleston, and that itrwould

be too expensive for us to haul them here.
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Councilman Allen said that he thought that when we went into the laterGovernmental Council that they were susposed to tell us how to get the money.
The Mayor said the Intergovernmental Councilhas to approve all Federal
Funds coming through H.U.D. and that he had never known of any money,for Recreation coming through H.U.D.
The Mayor said that any time they wished that perhaps Ben Howatt could
come and explain the different programs.
The Mayor went on to say that he had explained to the Council two weeks
ago that the Federal money had been lost in W. Va. and asked if they had noticed
in the papers recently that the Governor had made a statement that he would
present to Legislation at the aext session to raise money to match Federal Funds
to be turned over to the City, aad that West Virginia losing this money for various
items had been brought out by the Regional Development Authority.
Councilman KniceleyMmoved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Council approve
the transfer of funds and that the copy be sent to the State Tax Commissioner's
Office.

Upon a vote motion carried.

i

The Mayor explained to Council that an attempt was being made to take over
the Kanawha Cable Company. He explained further that the Kanawha Cable had paid
the City 2 Thousand Dollars for the 1970 and 1971 Franchise, however, that he feels
that we have not been given our percentage that are due the City, as he had checked
the gross sales tax record that they have turned into the City and he feels that the
Calbe Company owes the City more than 1 thousand dollars per year.
He also explained that if a suit is filed to take over this company, that the
City should immediately file suit for the money due the City and asked for
Council's permission to advise the City Attorney to instruct him to file the suit as
soon as any other suit was filed in effort to make the second suit.
Thereupon Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen that such
authority be granted to the Mayor. Upon a vote motion carried unanimously.
There being no furher business aid the agenda having been completed, the
Mayor,declared the meeting adjourned.
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July 6, 1971
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The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, July 6, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander, Maypr| Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and
Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council. Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being
absent.
The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Father Leroy Beyer, of the Holy Trinity
Catholic Churchoof Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
June 15, 1971.be accepted. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen in his report on contacting the Board of Education of
Putnam County, regarding paying a portion of the paving of 3rd Avenae, East
39th Street and both Street, said he had talked with two members of the Board
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of Education and he suggested the Mayor writing a letter to the Board stating what

we plan to do and the reason for our request for financial help on the paying
from the Board of Education.
Dave Sadd asked the Councilto reduce license on the Pool tables and b&wling
alleys, stating that he feels that the license he pays is out of line with other
businesses in Nitro. The Bowling Alley pays $U70.00 more a year than other
businesses and that some of the other business do a lot more business than we do,
pointing out several grocery stores, and because the Bowling Alley uses equipment
we pay $U70.00 a year more. He stated that he was asking Council to put their
license in line with others as the state has done.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question on fees for the alley, the answer
was $25.00 for the first alley and $25.00 for the first pool talbes and $15.00 each
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for each additional alley or pool table.
Mr. Sadd also said that they paid more B & 0 Taxes than other business places
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in Nitro.
The Mayor pointed out that the State had instituted the Franchise Tax, however, the Franchise tax does not apply to Cities.
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Mr. Sadd said he thought that a business of his kind should not be singled
out, that all should be treated alike.
Councilman Allen recommended that this matter be referred to the Financial
Committee.
The Mayor explained that Kroger Store is a large business in town, however,
they do not require any more from the City than small businesses. The Police
rarely are called to Kroger Store.
Mr. Sadd said that he thought that is what we are paying for. The Mayor
said that they are but he was $ust comparing these places of business, and
stated that you have to take into consideration all these items before you
make a decision.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to recommend
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that this be studied by the Financial Committee. Upon a vote motion carried.
Jess Gandee, Engineer, presented a presurvey Cost Estimate on the Street
Paving Program as follows:

I

CITY OF NITRO
PRESURVEY ESTIMATES OF COST
PPROJECT NO. 1-71
STREET
TERMINI
Jf\rVA25 (1ST AVE) -3RD AVE.

SIXTH
SEVENTH
EIGHTH
NINTH
TENTH
ELEVENTH
TWELVTH

THIRTEENTH
FOURTEENTH

S'EVENT'EBNTH

FOUKTY-FIRST
VALENTINE CR.
SATTES CIRCLE

' WA25 (1ST AVE) -3RD AVE.
WVA25 (1ST AVE) -3RD AVE.
SECOND AVE. -THIRD AVE.
WVA25(1ST AVE.) -3RD AVE.
WA25 (1ST AVE) -3RD AVE.
SECOND AVENUE-THIRD AVE.
WA25 (1ST AVE) -3RD AVE.
SECOND AVENUE-THIRD AVE.
WVA25(lst Ave.) -3RD AVE.
WA25 (IstAVE.) -3RD AVE.
MAIN AVENUE TO MAIN AVE.

HOLLEY ST.
FENTON CR.
CLEVELAND AVE.
RED OAK DR.
&BOTJ.UM UWJii

MAIN AVENUE TO MAIN AVE.
WVA25 (1ST AVE) -3RDAVE.
WVA2U (1ST AVE) -3RD AVE.
XUTAL >

EST.
P.O.F.

935

1020
1065
990

1255
13UO
1015
163U
1130
802.75
1095
8185
1715
716.55
935

PATCH
& LEVEI
TON
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

15,

CLEAN & TACKCOflT
.05G/PSY
SWEEP
SvY . , •. .. / GAL.
80
1550

1620
1855
1600
2110
2165
1670

10
20

1780
11^05
1710

85
95
80
110
110
85
140
90

NO. 2 HLB( NO. 3 HLBC AJD. COST
BOTTOM
WEARING
Dl-ffi PER POF
TON
TON
90
h J.36
3
65
100
2
70
3.36
115
75
3.57
2
100
70
3.U6
130
85
3.U1
2
90
135
3«U8

100
165

no

70

110

75

75

9U70

70
85
hlS

85
105
570

70
380

15
15

3ii30
8UO
935

175
U5
U5

210
55

D40
35

££U

37>6b^

fl'U

60
<ij.Ju

U»

1

60

uo

1

3.38
3.U9
3.06
3.65
3.83
2.UO

1.91
3.57
2.U1

2
1

oitii?

J.O

NO .2HLBC
WEARING
TON
35

BUILI COST
D.I. PER
EA.
POF
1
7.05

-2

SECTION TWO - NEW CONSTRUCTION
STREET

THIRD AVENUE
E. §$TH STREET
EASTER ROAD
EASTER ROAD
'SPUING STREET
OWENS STREET

ajsuriuN TWU 'fi>rAL5

TERMINI

EST.
POF

DRAIN
L.E.

510
1032

STONE
BASE
TON
50
100

PRIME0.50
GAL./PSY
GAL.
275
U85

10
70
70
J(j(j

60
250
Z50

590
2035
200
200

l|lf-21i"
121f-30

U50

Lf fU

NO .1HLBC
BOTTOM
TON
95
200
180
70
100
100
/hi>

55
50
55
25
25
&b

5.92
7.80

1.32

18.22
13.61

SECT UN THREE - SIDEWALK
26

LOTS 2311 - 2313

TWENTY-THIRD

21 st St. - 22nd St.

TWENTIETH

BANK ST. - WINTZ.

SECOND

REM3VE AND REPLACE 1305 ..J1 SIDEWALK

REMDVE AND REPLflCE 1*005 F SIDEWALK

100'

REJCVE AND REPLACE 1855 F SIDEWALK

37'

SECTION THREE-TOAL REM3VE AND REPLACE 7155

10.50
10.20
8.15

F SIDEWALK
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The Council and Mr. Gandee proceeded to discuss the items as follows:

I

Spring and Owens Streets extension, certain portion of the property has
been taken by the State.
Mr. Gandee said in view of this that it would not be fair to improve these
streets and make the property owners pay for the street when the State intends
to put in a new highway and a part of the street will be torn out.
The Mayor said that these two streets necessitate spending more money to
keep them passable. However, it is ashame to make people pay for property which
belongs to the State of West Virginia.
Councilman Allen pointed out we have a similar situation on Easter Road,
the Majror said that the State line extends a shorter distance on State Road.
The Mayor said thatthe improvement here is 3.57 and it probably increased
to U.2£.

I

Mr. Gandee told Council that if Easter Road from East 39th Street to UOth
Street was made on unit, including East 39th Street then the property owner
footage would be about 6.90 per foot.
Councilman Hoke suggested getting the property owners together and talke
to them regarding the paving cost.
The Mayor pointed out that there wasno wayto make these people pay on
the lower portion.
Councilman Hoke asked about putting all of Easter Road together.
The Mayor said that you could not assess them this way. One portion is
resurfacing and the other is new paving.
It was pointed Out that East 39th Street and a portion of Easter Road
leading from Uoth Street and joining East 39th Street paving should go in as a
complete project.

I

Mr. Gandee pointed out that Fenton Circle is in good shape.
Valentine and Sattes Circles and Helley Street do need resurfaced
The Maor said thatthis was a fair price for resurfacing these streets.
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The Council asked if it was possible to get a committment from the Stat e

I

of West Virginia as to their plans for 1st Avenue South (Rt.25)
The Mayor said he had beenttrying to get this for years.
In discussion of going ahead and paving Owens and Spring Streets,it was
felt that it would not be fair to make the people pay for the street and then
the state take a portion of the street out when they build the new highway.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, to delete
Spring and Owens Street from the Paving Program unless these people want to
pay all the assessments themselves. Upon a vote motion carried.
It was pointed out that Fenton Circle is still in good shape, however,
this is a good price on the resurfacing.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question if the people had been given a
cost of the resurfacing.
The Mayor said no, that he had not given anjr cost from the office, however,
that he had heard some exhorbant prices for resurfacing.

I

Councilman Tidquist said there were a couple of places where a Utility
Company had taken out the street and had not replaced it properly.
Councilman Allen asked if we had an Ordinance to protect us with the
Utility removing streets add not replacing them properly.
The Mayor said yes that we do have an Ordinance.
Mr. Gandee suggested the best way to control the Utilities on these
problems is putting an inspector on the job.
Again in discussion of area of Easter Road the Ehginerr suggested a 10'
street on the hill area where you do not have too much two way traffic.

He also

pointed out that we do not need any more base on Easter Road.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question on going up the hill, if the base
is O.K. Mr. Gandee said it was in good shape.
Mr. Gandee is to compute a revised estimate for Cleveland Awenue, 3£th
Street East and Easter Road.

I
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Councilman Hoke suggested that a letter be written to the property

I

owners of 23rd Street, lots 2311 and 2313, 20th Street between Bank Street and
Wlntz Avenue, 22nd Street between 21st Street and 22nd Street, setting out the

Engineers fiost Estimate for the replacing of sidewalk abutting these properties
and give the progerty owners the alternative to have the sidewalk installed themselves or installed by the City Contractor.
The Mayor asked the Council to authorize putting $100.00 fromthe City Fund
into the Nitro Clothing Fund to be used for special activities under the direction of himself or Chief Palmer. The Mayor explained thatvwe have spent some
money An activities but we have no way of getting the money back.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to put $100.00 into
the Police Clothing Fund, under the direction of Mayor or Chief Palmer.

Upon

a vote motion carried.

I

The Mayor toldCouncil that there had been vandalism at the Pool. The pumps

were stopped and valves turned 6ff, damaging the motor and when we find out how
much our bills are on repairs and the money we lost over the two days the pool
was closed, it will probably be arund $1,000.00. The Mayor told Council that he
had instructed the Police to get rough on the vandalism. They caught three
boys in the Pool, two were over age and one under age. The two boys over age
were charged $25.00 for trespassing and the younger boy was charged $25.00 for
violation of curfew.
He instructed the Police that if any person under age was caught, they were
to go to the ChilddShelter and if they were over age they were to be put in jail.
He explained that the filter house was not foofed and could not be and that
they had plans to put heavy wire over the filter house to avoid this vandalism.
The Mayor announced that the members of the Presbyterian Church are having a

I

reception for their new minister, Bill Westlund, at the Church this Sunday from
3 to 5 P.M'.

Councilman Allen reported that he had been called to UOth Street during
the heavy rains. He asked when the new drain coild be installed. The Mayor said
that the cost would be around 25 hundred dollars. We realize that they have a

I

problem there. Our men still believe that somebody had connected a kitchen drain
into the drainwater and that it would be necessary to fun a BIE test from each
house.
Mr. Gandee said that it would cost from 25 hundred to 3 thousand dollars to
do the work with our crew, to take care of the situation.
The Recorder reported that she had received a call from 25th Street regarding the speeding of cars. The people were concerned because of so many
small children on the street, that a couple of years ago, the Street Committee
erected a sign "Children Playing on the corner, that it helped to some extent.
Councilman Allen asked if any one had any suggestions as to how to-jdeal
with this problem.
Councilman Kniceley reported complaints from 8th Street regarding a blue

I

truck that had been sitting in front of a house for six months.
Councilman Kniceleysaid that the Pool Committee had discussed the Nitro
High School Swimming Team and that there were no objections, if the organization
agreed to pay the life guards for the extra time.
Councilman Kniceley reported that during the two days the Pool was closed
last week that a numberof calls were received. The language was terrible and
the people should have more understanding.
The Swimming lessons will continue Tuesday through Friday of this week.
There were 228 Children taking swimming leesons.
Councilman Tidquist asked if we have an Ordinance to make people keep
their lots clean. The Mayor said yes and for him to find out the names of the
owners of the lot and that they would be notified.
Councilman Tidquist also reported on a complaint regarding the high weeds

I

I

along the old Gas Company property.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor adjourned the meeting.

V ts V

T/i. V. Alexaider, Mayor

I

(Scape Lewis, Recorder

July 20, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, July 20, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, DR. R. V,

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and
Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.

Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being

ab sent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, the minutest of
July 6, 1971 be approved.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the Financial
Statement for the month of June, 1971 be accepted. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor reported that the Finance Committee felt that there should be no
reduction made on license for pool tables aid bowling alleys and that Dave Sadd
had already purchased his license for the current year.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question if it had been explained to Mr.
Sadd why, the Mayor said yes.

I

The Mayor also said that he had checked with other

towns and that they had made no changes in their license and did not expect to
make any changes in the future.
The Mayor told Council that Mr. Gandee, the Engineer, was unable to attend
this meeting, however, he had sent the new Cost Estimate for Cleveland Avenue,
East 39th Street-Easter Road, Easter Road and East 39th Street, and read the
copy as follows:
Re: Street Improvement Program
Project No. 1 - 71
Gentlemen:

Persuant to the instructions given by order of the Council, July 6, this
is to submit for your consideration the following revisions to the proposed
paving progran previously set forth:

I
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I

CLEVELAND AVENUE - From the Department of Highways Right of way
to the Right of way of the Pann-Central Railway, revised estimate,
per property owner front foot, $2.75.
EAST 39th STREET _ EASTER ROAD - From the foot bridge over
Armour Creek to the junction with Easter Road,thence with
Easter Road to it's junction with UOth Street, revised estimate, per property owner front foot, $6.30.
EAST 39th STREET _ From the end of the existing concrete pavement
to the foot bridge over Aimour Creek, revised estimate, per property owner front foot, $3-95.
EASTER ROAD - The unimprovd section beginning at it's junction
with East 39th Street to a junction with the improved section
of Easter Road, which dead ends at the Right of Way of I-6U,
revised estimate, per property owner front foot, $2.U5«
It is respectfully requestion that if it is the pleasure of the Council that
formal plans, specifications and estimates be submitted to impliment the legal
proceedings, incidentalto letting to contract, that we be given sufficent lead
time to allow for the necessary field work.
Respectfully Submitted,
R. R. ANDERSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER

I

By: Jesse B. Gandee
Project Coordinator.
Attachments: Eight sets revised presurvey drawings.
The Mayor explained to Council that we have one piece of property in the
paving program for Ulst Street which is a foreign corporation and requires 30 days
notice.
The Mayor also reported that he talked with Mr. Marrs and Mr. Knapp regarding the sidewalk paving and that they will probably install the sidewalks
themselves.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the Engineer proceed with the paving project. Also moved, to accept the Pre survey Estimate Cost,
Project No. 1 - 71. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Goodwin moved, that the Protest Meeting date be set up August 21*,

I

1971 and the following notice be run three weeks as a legal notice. Motion
seconded by Councilman Hoke. Upon a vote motion carried.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON THE FOLLOWING
NAMED STREETS, OR PBBLIC WAYS IN CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, WEST
VIRGINIA; SIXTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST
AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE, SEVENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION
WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE:
EIGHT STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE)
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE: NINTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH
SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE" TENTH STREET FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA EDUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH THIRD AVENUE: ELEVENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA
ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE: TWELTH STREET
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVBiUE:
THIRTEENTH STREET FBOM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST
AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE: FOURTEENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUT TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE: SEVENTEENTH
STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE :FORTY FIRST STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION
WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE: VALENTINE CIRCLE FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE AND COMPRISING
ALL OF VALENTINE CIRCLE AS SHOWN UPON A REVISED MAP OF SECTION FIVE, OF A
PART OF SATTES, TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH HOLLEY STREET: HOLLEY STREET FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH MAIN A\ENUE TO ITS COMMON INTERSECTION WITH VALENTINE
AND SATTES CIRCLES: SATTES CIRCLE FROM ITS INTERACTION WITH HOLLEY STREET,
AND COMPRISING ALL OF SATTES CIRCLE AS SHOWN UPON A MAP OF SECTION ONE OF
SATTES: FENTON CIRCLE FROM ITS WESTERLY INTERSECT3DN OF MAIN AVENUE AND
ENDING WITH ITS EASTERLY INTERSECTION: CLEVELAND AVENUE FROM THE SOUTHERLY
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 TO THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF PENN CENffiAL RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY LINE AND ITS INTERSECTION WITH
MICHIGAN AVENUE: RED OAK STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA
ROUTE 25 IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION TO THE NITRO CITY LIMITS: THIRD AVENUE
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST j$TH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH UOTH ,
STREET: UNIT ONE; EASTER ROAD AND EAST 39th STREET: EASTER ROAD BEGINNING AT
ITS INTERSECTION WITH UOTH STREET AND ENDING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST
39TH STREET: EAST 39TH STREET BEGINNING AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH EASTER
ROAD AND ENDING AT THE FOOT BRIDGE OVER ARMOUR'S CREEK: UNIT TWO;
EASTER
ROAD, BEGINNING AT US INTERSECTION WITH EAST 39TH STREET AND ENDING AT THE
EXISTING PAVEMENT, A DISTANCE OF 300 FEET, MORE OR LESS, UNIT THREE; EASTER
ROAD, BEGINNING AT THE EXISTING PAVEMENT DECRIBED IN UNIT TWO ABOVE, AND
ENDING 1000 FEET, MORE OR LESS, IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION: EAST 39th STREET,
BEGINNING AT THE END OF EXISTING CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND ENDING AT A FOOT
BRIDGE OVER ARMOUR'S GREEK, A DISTANCE OF 135 FEET, MORE fflR LESS: SECOND
AVENUE (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING AT A POINT OPPOSITE THE SOUTHERLY
PROPERTY LINE OF22ND STREET AND EXTENDING SOUTHERLY TOWARD 21st STREET
FOR A DISTANCE OF 26 FEET, MORE OR LESS, ON THE EAST SIDE EF SECOND AVENUE:
TWENTIETH STREET (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING ON THE BEST BIGHT OF WAY LINE OF
WINTZ AVENUE AND EXTENDING WESTERLY 37 FEET, MORE OR LESS: TWENTY THIRD
STREET (SIEEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING AT THE COMMON CORNER OF LOTS2309 and 2311,
AND RUNNING IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET, JCRE OR LESS.

I

I

I
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I

Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City
of Nitro to permanently improve the portions of the Streets and
Public Ways described above in the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam
Counties, West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining, paving,
re-paving, surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing, re-curbing,
guttering, constructing sidewalks, and otherwise permanently improving said streets or public ways, and by constructs^, providing
and renewing any such improvements or other penpen&nt public improvements in and on said above named streets anddpublic ways, or protions
thereof, and including any intersections, as the Common Council of
the City of Nitro may deem proper and to assess the cost of such
improvements on the property abutting said portions of said streets
and public ways.

I

The proposals to make such improvements and the plans,
specifications, profiles and estimates will be considered by the
Common Council of the City of Nitro at a public meeting to be held
on the 2Uth day of August, 1971, at 8:00 o'clock P.M. at the City
Building in said City of Nitro. Any abutting owners or interested
parties will be given an opportunity to protest or be heard at said
meeting or any adjournment thereof.

Done by action of the Common Council of the City of Nitro
on the 20th day of July, 1971.
CITY OF NITRO

I

BY: GRACE LEWIS
City Recorder
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Councilman Allen reported on the traffic problem on 2£th Street. He said
he had met with some of the people on that street and set up a committee composed
of the residents of that area. He asked them to come to Council meeting and

I

present their problems and their alternatives.
Councilman Allen also made a report on the Kanawha Cornty TOPICS Draft
Report.

He said that he had read the report and that it stessed the need for more

cooperation to fulfill the recommendations of this report. He explained that
TOPICS means, Traffic Operations Program to Increase Capacity and Safety, and that
it is an. area wide plan t>£ traffic operations improvements for increasing the
efficiency of roadways in urban area. He was only concerned with the recommendations for Nitro, and that this report does not recommend a traffic light for either
19th Street or 21st Street, however, that they do recommend a traffic light at the
Sattes Bridge.
The report says that speed delay runs were made on all portions of the study
system except the following WVA 25 north of 22nd Street in Nitro. The report

I

stressed also thatwe should upgrade our grid system. We have three business
streets in Nitro, 20th, 21st, arid 22nd Street, primary streets leading into Rt. 25,
Main Avenue. They requested us to upgrade this particular area.
The Mayor said he does not know what we should do.
Councilman Allen said that the report stressed better facilities for trucks
loading and unloading, especially in the business area. We are pretty handicapped.
Councilman Allen said that the report was thorough. They asked for the fullest
cooperation and to enforce the law on illegal passing and speeding. This report
does not cover the Plant Road, it only goes to the Kanawha - Putnam line.
Councilman Allen said that they have it broken down in warrants.
2nd
1st
1st
1st

Avenue - 21st Street, Nitro
avenue - 21st Street, Nitro
Avenue - 19th Street, Nitro
Avenue - Sattes Bridge, Nitro

meets no warrant - no signal
meets warrant 2 for 1 hour - no signal
meets warrant 1 for three hours - BO signal
meets warrant 5 -^Install semi or full actuated

I
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Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin a letter be written

I

to TOPICS, giving them our fullest cooperation.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The Recorder presented a bid form to be used in securing the new Police
Cruiser, explaining that a bid form had been given to the Policemen and that
some of the items on this form were their recommendations.
One suggestion was that the windshield be tinted. On a question of the horsepower, the Mayor said we Sare;having difficulty with the last cruiser we bought. The
Mayor says the horsepower is not causing the trouble.
The Mayor said he was of the opinion that the horsepower should be 260 to
300.

The Police recommended bucket seats, heavy duty radiator, the color be white,

and the following horsepower: Plymoupi or Dodge

383 Cu.In. 300-350 h.p. Dual Exhaust

Ford 390 Cu.In. 300-350 H.P. Dual Exhaust
Chevrolet - 350 Cu.In. 330 HIP. Dual Exahust
In discussion the Council felt that a Standard v8 Engine, from 250 to 300
horsepower would prove to be the best for the Police Department.
Councilman Goodwin pointed out that oil filter ami! oil bath cleaner are not

•

necessary.

That should be marked off and that heavy duty front and rear floor

mats should be marked off also.
Councilman Hoke commented on the bucket seats. He said that they will make
the cost of the Cruiser more.

The Mayor pointed out that the Police are of different

sizes and this causes a problem when one of the shorter men are driving.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Knicekey, to stay with the
regular type seats, upholstery to be heavy duty.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The Mayor and Council discussed the last cruiser purchased in May. The Mayor
said it has been in the shop a great many times,in fact it is in right now as it
will not start.
k

Councilman Hoke suggested our Attorney write the Chevrolet Company regarding

I

getting a new car.
The Mayor said he did not know of anyone who got a new car, they may get a
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new motor.
The Mayor said that we have had the Factory man here once, ari he is
supposed to come back this week.

I

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, that the
Attorney write the Chevrolet Company a letter regarding our problems with the
new cruiser. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke asked if we were financially able to purchase this car?
Councilman Allen asked how do we pay for two cars out of this year's budget?
The Mayor said he did not know but we would have to work it out.
Councilman Hoke asked how Tom Blasingim was $oing;"with the repairs to
the vehicles.
The Mayor said he did very well on small maintenance work.
Councilman Hoke suggested holding a Committee meeting as soon as possible
in an effort to find means of paying for a new cruiser.
Councilman Hoke said he had had Businessmen make complaints to him about

I

the bicycle riding on 1st Avenue in the Business area.
Councilman Kniceley reported that one of his neighbors had called the Police
Department a few nights ago about a vehicle causing a distrubance on l|th Street and
his neighbor was told to get the license number aid that they would check it out.
young
He also reported that a/man had told him that he was sitting in the Center
Beer Tavern when oneoof the Officers came in, and that he had spoken to the Officer
and in turn the Officer asked him to come outside and walk a straight line, to
prove he was not drunk.
Councilman Hoke said that we do have a young Police Force and that they
need supervision and it may be necessary to bring in >someone to supervise them.

I
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The Mayor said the supervision is a little low.

I

Councilman Tidquist reported that the problem still exists on 15th Street.
The Mayor said that as soon as the trash pick up is finished that the street men
will check this problem.
Councilman Tidquist also reported a bump caused from patching on Park Avenue,
between llth Street and 12th Street West.
Councilman Tidquist asked if there was an Ordinance on cats. It was explained that there is no law on cats.
Councilman Allen asked about the moving of the Library. The Mayor said that
the Library Commission will take care of this and that he supposed it would be
moved right away.
Councilman Tidquist asked if the City Park was going to take the old Library
building?

I

Councilman Tidquist asked if the High School could use the building for
storage at the football field?
The Mayor said he did not see ajay reason why they couldn't. They would have
to contact the Library Commission.
There being no further business and the §genda having been completed the
Mayor adjourned the meeting.

I
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August 3, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, August 3, 1971.
There were present:

I

W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and
Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.

Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being

absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Reverend William Westlund, of the First
Presbyterian Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley asked that the word young be added to the minutes in
description of man he spoke of at the last Council meeting.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the minutes of
July 20, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder read the letter from the Putnam County Board of Education

I

as follows:
The Putnam County Board of Education, in a regular meeting July 20, 1971,
voted to take under study and advisement from legal authorities your request
of July 8, 1971 relevant to paving 3rd Avenue from East 39th Street to UOth Street.
You will be notified of any further action taken by the Board of Education
Sincerely yours,
Herbert L. Scites, Supertinendant
Putnam County Schools
Councilman Allen, Chairman of the Traffic Committee, introduced Mr. Dwight
Moody, a representative of 25th Street, who gave the following report on Traffic
conditions of 25th Street, after addressing the Mayor and Conncilmembers. He
said he talked to all residents of 25th Street and if at all possible, they would
like for 25th Street to be made one way from 2nd Avenue to 1st Avenue. The Street
is 26' 9" wide, two cars parked opposite each other leaves 6' 3" to drive with

I
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clearance.

The children play in tfeg sheets, 25th street has fifteen children

I

and fourteen pars.

There are fourteen houses on 25th Street, five have unoccupied

or elderly people. Another problem confronting 25th Street, is Doyles Superette.

The building directly behind the Market is used as their warehouse.
.the front yard is high and they will not clean the place up.
Street took a garbage can down but they did not use it.
outside.

The grass is

One resident of 25th

They piled their trash

One neighbor offered to cut the grass for 50£ but was told it could be

done cheaper.

Mr. Moody said the large trucks making delivery to the store are

tearing up the street.

There are four delivery trucks early every morning. He

said there are only two houses on the street who have off street parking.
The Mayor asked Councilman Allen if the traffic committee had any recommendations.

Councilman Allen said he felt that this particular area is going to

end up aJsenne way, which way would be the best, he didn't know.
a traffic problem on 26th Street.

I

There is also

He suggested that the members of Council make

a survey of 25th Street and 26th Street before the next Council meeting. The

Mayor aksed that 2Uth Street be added to this survey.
Councioman Tidquist pointed out that making any of these streets one way
from 1st Avenue to 2nd Avenue, would cause a winter time problem.
Councilman Hoke said he felt that the streets would have to alternate, if
made one way.
The Mayor said he thought that Councilman Allen's suggestion for all members
of Council to check the streets before the next Council meeting is a good idea,
and to try to make the survey during a busy time.
Councilman Allen suggested that Mr. Moody select someone from both 2lj.th and
26th Streets to look at this situation.
Mr. Moody reported that from six to seven in the morning that trucks go

I

down 25th Street and unload from the side of Doyles Building.
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In answer to Mr. Moody's question on the second building being used as
a Warehouse for Doyles Market, the Mayor replied that there are two owners concerned and that we would need the Attorney's opinion.

I

The Recorder presented bids for new Cruiser to be opened by members of
Council.
C & 0 Motors, Inc. - returned bid, stating that they do not wish to bid.
Childers Chevrolet - Net price delivery $3,ii97.95 less trade in $933.21*
plus automatic transmission $168.10, power stearing $85.80, air conditioning
$308.10, total cost $3,125-71.
Cargill Motors, no bid.

In the build out period can not order any more

1971 cars.
The Mayor presented a letter from Park Plaza Dodge, Inc. of Charleston,
stating that they have have in stock two new 1971 Dodge Polara, these cars met all
State West Virginia Police requrements, as they sold the State 105 cars like
this, inviting the City to call if the City was in need of a car, stating that

I

they accept trade ins.
The-letter is dated July 29, 1971.

The Mayor told Council that these

letters had been sent to all the Cities in the area. He had been on the phone
with one of the Park Plaza representatives and had sent our cruiser to be traded
in up for them to look at.

Their offer to us for the trade in was $250.00.

They had cut the price to $3,592.00 then it was reduced to $3,5U7.00 and the
$250.00 for the trade in would make it $3,297.00.
The Mayor told Council that he had had another offer for the old cruiser
of $U50.00.

This would bring the price to $3,097.00. The Mayor passed two

brochures to the Council with the information concerning the new Dodge Polara.
The Mayor had talked to our local Dodge Dealer telling him the price that he
had been quoted on this car and the Dodge Dealker told the Mayor that it was a
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very good deal.
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Councilman Tidquist asked how urgent this was to buy a new cruiser.

Could we

wait until the 1972 models came out.
The Mayor replied that inthe last three months we have had several days using
private automobiles because of cruisers not running.
In answer to Councilman Tidquist's question on service being offered locally
for this car, the Mayor toldCouncil that any Dodge Deaier'could service the car.
In discussion of the last cruiser we purchased, the Mayor said that we beleive
it has a cracked block and that the Facto^jnan

wa s

to come in again*.

Councilman Hoke asked if we are in&a position to pay for anew Cruiser.
The Mayor stated that our Police can notoopperate without necessary cars,
and that he felt it was necessary to at this time to purchase a new car that
he hoped that we could pay for it with cash instead of financing it throught the
Bank.
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, that we

purchase the new Dodge Polara from Park Plaza Dodge, Inc.

Upon a vote motion

carried.
The Mayor told Council that he had been approached by two property owners
above diort Street asking that Short Street be paved. When we talked about
paving Short Street in a previous paving program the width of the street was
26' paving and the cost was a little high. He had the Engineer work up a cost
estimate of Short Street from Pennwood Avenue.
At the approximate 230' and for a 12' street curb on one side the cost
was 6.U5 per front foot.

These two gentlemen who had approached him had offered

to pay 25 percent of the cost of the Street paving.

He had explained to the men

that the only way Council could consider paving the street under these conitions

I

would be that they bring in their check for 25 percent of the paving and that
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the checks would be put in escrow account. The men had agreed.
Councilman Kniceley said that during the previous paving program he had
talked to the two owners of Short Street, that onehad said no definitely and

I

the other man said yes, however, he had appeared at the Protest Meeting and protested the paving of Short Street.
The Mayor said the two men whooane in to talk to him are supposed to talk
to the property owners of Short Street.
Councilman Hoke said he thought that it was foolish that they include this
street in the program as the owners of the property have to sign for the paving.
Councilman Kniceley asked what the cost was to the City to include the
paving of Short Street in the program?
He was informed that a separate advertisement would need to be run in the
paper.
The Mayor told Council that at present during bad weather our men can not
get up Short Street to pick up garbage.
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Councilman Allen questioned a 12' street presenting problems.
The Mayor told Council that most all of our hill roads are 12' and that these
roads do not have too much traffic.
Councilman Hoke said that this thing came up before and unless we can get
the two men here to agree for the paving then he was against it.
The Mayor said that if we did that then we could not get this paving in this
years program.
The Mayor said the owners beyond Short Street intended to have the Contractor
pave a street to their homes. He explained that we can not assess this part
of the paving as it is on private property and not dedicated street.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to go ahead
with advertisement for protest on Short Street. Upon a vote motion carried.

I

83
Councilman Kniceley said that he would like to lay the ground work out of what

I

we have and have not done regarding the pool wages. In 1970 the Pool Committeee
made a check of wages paid pool attendants in the area. We were in line at that
time. This year being in such a financial state, we felt we couldnot afford
a raise, however, all other pools around us gave a raise and we were low, our
kids have been upset with it. He met with them last night and said he was displeased with someof the things that have been going on. He said that it is the
opinion ofthe Pool Committee to give a raise. There is not much in it but
it will sooth a lot of pecple, he supposed. We had been wondering how we could
keep the pool open through Labor Day as so many were returning to school, now
someof them think they can work it out.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke that a $20.00 across
the board increase be given to all pool employees and the two women who work the
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concession, effective August 1, 1971.

Upon a vote^motion carried.

Councilman Allen asked if we have the money?
Councilman Kniceley said that it does not concern that much money, for the
one month.
The Mayor reported that the Pool is running benind and that they will have
to make $2,718.73 the month of August to meet last year.
Councilman Hoke suggested hiring Pool Employees on a contract agreement for
a certain wage in the future.
Councilman Kniceley said it would be necessary for the parents to sign as
these employees are too young, however, Dave Sayre, Pool Manager, had made this
suggestion.
Councilman Tidquist said he had reported the last meeting lots on l8th Street
that needed cleaned.
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The owners of the lots are Russell Carrier and Bob Hornish.

Also reported the weeds at the old Gas Company property are so high thzfc you can
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not walk on the sidewalk, and the vision is impaired in coining out of Boundry
Street.
Councilman Tidquist also mentioned the paving of the Parking lot at the

I

School before the school year opens.
The Mayor said that we are going to have another burden added to this as the
Water Company is putting a new line on 2nd Avenue from 2?th Street to ?th Street,
and that probably 2nd Avenue at the school will be torn up when school starts.
In answer to question on why the contractor did not take care of the school area
first, the Mayor said that he had asked him to but that they did not think it
advisable.

The contractor had been in to talk to him and he does not want to cause

any more trouble than necessary, and that they seem to be very cooperative.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor adjourned the meeting.

I
Mayor

/

/^Recorder

I
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August 17, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, August 17, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Dr. R. V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin,

Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson,
members of Council. Grace Lewis; Recorder and Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being
ab sent.
The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Reverend William Westlund, of the First
Presbyterian Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
August 3, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the Financial
Statement for the month of July, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.'
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In discussion of the Traffic Problem on 2Uth, 25th, and 26th Streets, Council-

man Allen said he visisted the area this week and he felt the people have more
problems on 25th Street than just cars. He suggested delaying any further remarks
until the area is cleared up.
Councilman Goodwin said the last two weeks have not been a good time for a
survey because of the Water Line being installed on Second Avenue.
Councilman Allen sad he would like to ask Mr. Moody if he had any more
comments concerning the situation.
Mr. Moody said he did not, and had not heard any comments from any of the
residents on 2i;th, 25th and 26th Streets. He said he would like to talk about
the dirt problem. He asked if there was some way for the contractor to clean up
the dirt. There are people on our street who have allergies. He stated that the
dirt is going into houses andif you wash you car, five minutes later you need to
wash it again.
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Councilman Allen said while in the area he talked ;to three people on 27th
Street. All three of them were using their own personal hose and water to clean
off the dirt, They have to protect their house and carpet.

I

Cars travel in and

out and they do stir the dirt around. The suggestion made to him was to force
contractor to lay plastic before they start dumping dirt on the street.
Mr. Moody said with this much mud, peopie going to church get dirty, and there
are quite a few elderly ladies on these streets.
The Mayor said a few days ago that the streets were opened up to 27th Street,
the Mayor said he had received a lot of calls. He sent the Police down to close
2?th Street in effort to keep down dust. If we could keep the street closed
where they are working, it would help.
Councilman Tidquist said just regular hand labor would work.
The Mayor said he thought so too.
Councilman Tidquist said several men should be cleaning up with hand labor
while construction is being done and keep it cleaned up because the dirt will fill
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the gutters.
Councilman Allen said the City is going to have trouble with the storm sewers.
The Mayor said washing this off and down the drain is not going to work.
Councilman Goodwin said we should talk to the Inspector concerning this
problem.
Councilman Hoke said he talked to the Water Company and they said the Contractor
is the one we should talk to. Councilman Hoke went on to say that he would like
to see if possible, an injunction to stop work, unless we csaa work out something
with them concerning our streets and drainage. The houses are being ruined and all
the dust from the work is going everywhere. Mud and dirt is half way down the streets.
They are using heavy instruments and tearing up the streets. He thinks until some-

I

87
thing can be done with this, the City should get an injunction and stop the work.

I

The Mayor said he didn't think the Water Company was involved.

Councilman

Hoke said where they are digging and running these big instruments, they are ruining
the street. There is no way to fix the break the way it was, unless they resurfaced the whole street.

We should try send stop them now if it is possible.

Councilman Allen said let them know we mean business.
The Attonrey, Luke Michael, asked how far they hswe completed?
The Mayor informed him that they are between 22nd Street aaad 23rd Street.
Luke Michael said it will take 10 days to get an injunction.
Question was asked how far this construction was being taken.

The

Mayor said

they have t? ge all the "way to 7th Street on Second Avenue.
Councilman Kniceley asksd about.a11 the streets that are tied in with the
paving program under way.
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^he Mayor said he did not think this wsuldhave any affect. Anything that
they d-» they have to pay the damage.
Councilman Allen informed 27th Street i;ss torn up.
Councilman H»ke -said the Water Company is rtspansible.
Councilman Allen said the Utili y people come in and cut up our streets and
we have nothing to protect us.
Councilman Kniceley said two years ago Xv'e paved second Avenue and they are
still paying -*r i- and nsw th«y £re tearing up Second Avenge.
The Mayor said the Water Company have a Franchise fsr £0 years., f-^r what ever
is necessary far repairs.
C^jjncilrcan HDice said they still denrt have the right ts tear up other streets,
anly 2nd Avenue. They shauld be made t« keep their instruments off certain areas.
The May ^r said since it will take 1C days fsr an injunction, we should have
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a nesting with the csntractsr and also have Luke Michael, attorney, and Csuncilmen
attend.

The meeting is set up fsr tomorrow, Wednesday, August 18, 1971 at 1^:00 P.M.

Councilman Allen said it is going te be a terrible mess.

I

Councilman ^ake said they told him today that the people prsmised that «n
Friday, Saturday, and Sundays, that they wsuld kesp the streets clean and they have
done so sne time.

Today he said he w«nt dewn there andit lasked like that the only

thing that had been done, was taken a sprayer sver it and the street Issued like a
csuntry raad that had been run over a let.
Csuncilman Allen said there was £big tank truck, like a gasoline trtic^ parked
on the street.
Luke Kiahel saidhe disagreed with the Mayor saying the Cantract»r was
responsible, the Water Csmpany is respensible. We csuld take actian on both.
The Ms-yer said he meant the Contractor is responsible far all damage
and putting the street back in shape.
Luke Michael said -we wauld have to take actisnagainst the WaterCompany.
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VjTe can take actisn ©n Water Company and not even bather with C9ntractor, Water
Company is primarly respansible.
TheMayor said the C«ntractsr is responsible for repairs.
Luke Michael said we could bring them both in.
Councilman ^nke asked why canit we start aur injunction and let them know
we mean business.
Luke Michale said it will take a couple »f dsys. In a situation like this yau
have ts ga to Circuit Court.
Councilman Hake said if we start naw we wsuld be ahead and if we can not
get any help frsm the C-jntractar or the Water Company, we wauld be ahesd.
Luke Michael alss said this concerned mostly paper work, y«u have t"? pledge
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certain facts, and complaints, state the certain righ.s in laying and the rights

I

of the Water Company.
The Mayor said they will hold the meeting tomorrow, August Id, ly?l at h'OO P.M.
and ask the President of the Water Company, John Murphey to attend, someone to
speak for the Contractor Company, Luke Michael and Council members.
Councilman Allen said they have come up and thrown this on the people, no
consideration.
On one of the streets the pipe is sticking out in the street with a caution
light.
Councilman Hoke said there are kids playing on the pipes and someone will
get hurt.
it was brought out that they do not have enough safe guards and the oipe is
open and children play on the pipes.
Councilman Allen ad^§d that one of the pipes is going to roll.
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The Mayor suggested that all the Council members try and make the meeting.
The Mayor said we willt delay the other problems under the heading until this
is taken care of.
The Mayor brought up Doyle "s Superette, this fellow is getting ready to
bring in an application for a ..building permit for a new building.
consists of he does not know.
out.

Just what it

It does mean that the old building will be taken

He called and wanted to know how far back from 1st Avenue you can go out

for a business building.
He was told 90 feet of the 1st 100 feet.

In some places 100 feet of the first

IhO feet is granted by the Zoning Appeal Board.

He can not go back further than

90 feet of the first 100 feet unlsss he goes before the Zoning Appeal Board.

The Mayor said if he went back 90 feet and paved 10 feet he could not use
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the 10 feet for trucks loading and unloading because he would be using 10 feet for
business and you can not do that.
The Mayor said sometime ago it was brought up about a full time mechanic for

I

the Ci£y. He went through all the repair bills and got the total labor on the bills
for the year ending June 30,'. 1971. The total labor comes to 33,372.50.
There is a possible chance that if all parts were bought by the City instead
of being bought by the garage, that there would be possible another 2$ hunared
dollars savings.
The entire repairs come to 17 thosand dollars for the year 1970 - 1971.
If that figure saving would be as much as two thousand on parts then it would be
$10,772.00 in savtng on parts.and labor if you had the same amount of work done.
A lot of repair and labor vould be the same because you are using the same equipment.
It is up to Council .to make a decision.
Councilman Hoke asked what it is going to cost for a mechanic, six thousand
dollars a year?
'•L-'he Mayor said he talked to one mechanic in town.
works on a commission bases, $135.00 a week.

I

He has a guarntee, he

It would be amounting to $600.00

a month.
Councilman Hoke sdded plus guarntee.
Councilman Allen asked if he was capable of doing many jobs.
Councilman Hoke asked about equipment.
The Mayor said he has a lot of his own equipment and we have some.
Councilman Hoke said you are going to have to have a garage to do this work in.
The Mayor said we have a garage. Councilman Hoke asked where it was and what we
were using it for. The Mayor said the garage is in back and it is being used for
storage and repair work, ..there is plenty of space.
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The Mayor said the mechanic had said there would oe times that he might need

I

a man for an hour or so .
Councilman Hoke said that we could ask the garage to give us if they would,
what they can give us on a year in a contract or guarntee.
The Mayor said this could be done.
Councilman Allen asked who does most of our work?

The Mayor said Holman

Motor oales, does most of it and Guilders does some.
Councilman Kniceley aaid let them give us a figure for a year that they will
do the labor on our equipment.
The Mayor said there was only one draw back, when they have a piece of
equipmentyou may have three or four men waiting at the garage. They close up
in the evening and if a piece of e-uipment should oreak at ii:00 P.M., men are off
work and equipment is still in for repairs until the next morning.
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Ifyou had a man of our own, he cotild get it backon the road and work over
time and take that in time off.
Councilman Hoke asked what we have been doing in the past.
Councilman Allen said running without/them.
Councilman Allen said if we coulcwork out a deal with the garage he would
ue in favor of it, or hire a mechanic if we could save some money,
Councilman Hoke jaid to get ail the facts and investigate tne situation.
Councilman Allen moved, The Financial Committee, do a little investigating on
it. The Mayor suggested pointing a committee that will be more familar with it
and let them check it out.
Councilman Allen recalled his motion.
Committee consists of Councilman Allen; Chairman, Councilman Hoke, and Councilman G 'Odwin. The Mayor said he would get copies ofthe Labor Cost from each of the
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garages for the Committee.

Councilman Allen said we discussed at the last meeting about the pa rking
problem at the school. The School Board says as soon aswe get the Library off

_

•

the property they will make the parking lot. It is our fault that the parking
lot is not built.
The Mayor said the Library Commission have to move it. Councilman Tidquist
said the library Commission does not have the money to move it.
Councilman Allen made a recommendation to move it fast,the School Board
is waiting for it to be moved.
The Mayor said we are going tohave an awful problem whenschool starts with
all the construction going on.
Councilman Allen said at the last Councilmeeting we had discussed property
being cleaned up on 18th Street Hill, that property does not belong to the
people we thought, he contacted me and said lot no. 20 belongs to the City.
The Mayor said it was not a lot, it is a right of way used to be a real
wide board step. It has been several years since it wasthere,,the City had a
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right of way, it does not show up on the map, The Mayor saidwe can clean the
propert

up.

Luke Michael said maybe you only have a right of way, it will show on the
Subdivision map.
The Mayor said Bob Cornish called and said he had someone go up with a bulldozer and clean his lot and make it fit for building again.
Councilman Allen said the property we aretalking about, the City owns goes
from Thira Avenue to Pennwood Avenue.
Luke Michael said it is an alley or street that wasnot opened up..;
It is called Crescent City - City of Nitro does not not own a lot, but only a
right of way.

Councilman Allen said the man owns 18 and 19 and the City owns lot no. 2JD .and
his sister in law owns 21, 22, 23 and 2\\,

I
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Councilman Allen saw he also received a call from the area the Tennessee

I

Gas Transmission has been working.
The Council asked that anyone from this area be heard.
Dean Miller of Smith Street said the Tenness Gas Transmission has went in
there and made it so that we can not get back in ana out without dragging our cars
and tearing them each time we go over. They left the ditch open andit isfull
of water. The prunary thing is you cannot get in and out.

The ditch needs to be

graveled.
The Mayor asked if they have cut a concrete street.
It was brought out t at Washington and Smith Street has been open for
probably 5 or 6 days and they finally went in there and pushed dirt back in about
two weeks ago.
Councilman Allen said people are taking advantage of the City.
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The Mayor saia they have an office in Charleston and Dem

Miller said he

could find out and he would contact the Mayor and Councilman Allen.
Councilman Allen questioned the expenditures on survey and asked if the
job wasfinished.
The Mayor said that when Miss Lewis returns they will get started on it
and that Karol Middleton had finished the job and did a real good job on it.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
Cbunoilman Hoke moved, seconded b,, Councilman Kniceley, to recess the meeting
until August ?.h, 1971.

MAYOR

I

Upon a vote motion carried.
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August 2k, 1971
The City Council met in recessed session Tuesday, August 2k> 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.
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Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Dr* *" *• Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and
Kenton L. Williamson, members of Council.

Councilman Tom Waldorf being absent.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Mayor advised this a recessed meeting from the regular Council meeting,
August 17, 1971 for the purpose of hearing any and all property owner in regard
to the Paving Program.
The Recorder advised Council that thenotice to abutting property owners of
the porposed permanent improved paving program had been published for three
successive weeks in the Kanawha Valley Leader as directed by Council's order.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the two publishers
affidavits be made a part of the minutes. Upon a vote motion carried.
Affidavit of Publication

I

State of West Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I, M. K. Buster, Manager of Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper of
general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia,
do solemnly swear that the annexed
Notice to all persons or corporations owning property abutting on the following
named streets, or public ways in City of Nitro, Kanawha County and Putnam Counties,
West Virginia: Sixth Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First
Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue, Seventh Street from its intersection
with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue:
Eightth Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue) to
its intersection with Third Avenue: Ninth Street from its intersection with Second
Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue: Tenth Street from its intersection
with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue.
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Eleventh Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 2£ (First Avenue)

I

to its intersection with Third Avenue: Twelfth Street from its intersection with
Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenuej Thirteenth Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue) to its intersection with Third
Avenue;

Fourteenth Street from its intersection with Second Avenue to its inter-

section with Third Avenue; Seventeenth Street from its intersection with West
Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue) to its intersection with Second Avenue; Forty
First Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue) to
its intersection with Second:'Avenne;:"¥aiBBtdnEoOircle from its intersection with
Main Avenue and comprising all of Valentine Circle as shown upon a revised map of
Section Five, of a part of Sattes, to its intersection with Holley Street; Kolley
Street from its intersection with Main Avenue to its common intersection with Valentine a,nd Sattes Circles; Sattes Circle from its intersection with Holley Street,
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and comprising all of Sattes Circle as shown upon a map of Section One of Sattes;
Fenton Circle from its Westerly Intersection of Main Avenue and ending with its
Easterly intersection; Cleveland Avenuefrom the Southerly right of way line of
West Virginia Route 25 to the Northerly right of way line of Perm Central Railroad
right of way line and its intersection with Michigan Avenue; Red Oak Street from
its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 in a Northerly Direction to the Nitro
City limits; Third Avenue from its intersection with East 39th Street to its intersection with UOth Streetj Unit one: Easter Road and East 39th Street; Easter Road
beginning at its intersection with UOth Street and Endingwith its intersection
with East 39th Street, East 39th Street beginning at its intersection with Easter
Road and ending at the foot bridge over Armour's Creek; Unit Two: Easter Road,
beginningat its intersection with East 39th Street and ending at the existing
pavement, A distance of 300 feet, more or less, Unit-Three:
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Easter Road, beginning

at the existingpavement and ending 1000 feet, more or less, in an easterly direction;
East 39th Street, beginning at the end of 'existing concrete pavement and ending at a
foot bridge over Armour's Creek, a distance of 135 feet, more or less, Second Avenue
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(Sidewalk Onl¥^)beginning at a point opposite the southerlyproperty line of 22nd
Street and extending southerly toward 21st Street for a distance of 26 feet,
more or less, on the East side of Second Avenue; Twentieth Street (Sidewalk Only)
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beginning on theWest right of way line of Wintz Avenue and extending westerly 37
feet, more 6r less; Twenty Third Street (Sidewalk Only) beginning at the common
corner of lots 2309 and 2311, and running in an easterly direction 100 feet, more
or less.
Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City of Nitro to permanently improve the portions of the Street and Public Ways described above in the
City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counites, West Virginia, by grading, regrading,
draining, paving, re-paving, surfacing, resurfacing, widening, curbing, re-curbing,
guttering, construcing sidewalks, and otherwise permanently improving said streets
or public ways, and by constructing, providing and renewing any such improvements
or other permanent public improvements in and on said above named streets and public
ways, or portions thereof, and including any intersections, as the Common Council of
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the City of Nitro may deem proper and to assess the cost of such improvements on
the property abutting said portions of said streets and public ways.
The proposals to make such improvements and the plans, specifications, profiles and estimates will be considered by the Common Council of the City of Nitro
at a public meeting to be held on the 2^th Day of August, 1971, at 8:00 o'clock P.M.
attthe City Building in said City of Nitro, Any abutting owners or interested
parties will be given an opportunity to protest or be heard at said meeting or any
adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Common Council of the City of Nitro onthe 20th day of
July,1971.
CITY OF NITRO
BY:

GRACE LEWIS
CITY RECORDER

WAS duly published in said paper once a week for three successive weeks, commencing
with the issue of the July day of 29, 1971 and ending with the issue of the August
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Printer's Fee $
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of West Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I,
./4'-\• X^*LJ«K3r3^!s, Manager of
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Dr. West,
I Presume
No more of this 'Zeke from Cabin Creek'
from the big town sophisticated pro basketball players....
Jerry West, the Mountain State's own
and in professional basketball, guard for
theLps Angeles Lakers will be presented
an honorary <:'octor of humane letters deSee on October 8 by West Virginia
W?s2eyan College.
tot day at Buckiiaunon is the college's
aiual observance of Founders Day.
b is the first progessional athlete to be
iaored thus by the college.
The degree will be conferred in recfflition of his contribution to his home
ute of West Virginia and for ail he has
<me to mean to sports fans of all ages
«rywhere." President Stanley H. Mart stated.
tfter graduation from West Virginia
Diversity with a bachelor of science detee in 1960, West played with the Ameriin Olympic team that won the title in
pme.
jfe has been with the Lakers the past 11
tars.

Catastrophes
don't happen
to cats.
Or houses.
Or businesses.
Or paychecks.

of 3810 38th Street, Nitro, daughter oi
Mr. and Mrs. B. T. O'Gorman, Jr.
Heritage Camp,Week opened Sunday with
the Rev. R. Elaine Deitrick of Parkersburg as keynote speaker of the ninth annual
session of the camp.
College professors, teachers, an officer
of the U.S. Navy, a businessman and a
former governor of West Virginia will
all be speaking to the campers.
Former Governor Cecil Underwood spoke
to the group on Tuesday afternoon and is
considered one of the most outstanding
speakers on government and civic affairs
in the nation.
Miss Wiest and Miss Bondurant are sponsored by G. C0 Alderson, Insurance; Cooke
and Pauley Funeral Home; Criniti Volkswagen and the Bank of Nitro.

Student News
Robert Bailey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gus
C. Bailey, 101 Blackwood St., Nitro is
currently engaged in an off-campus educational experience as part of his study at
Alderson-Broaddus College. Bailey is employed at the Nitro Municipal Swimming
.Pool.
Second Semester honor students have
been named on the deans' lists of thevar-ious colleges of West-Virginia University.
Students must make at least a 3.4 grade
pi nt average (4.0 is perfect—all As)
to be named to the Dean's -List, area
students on deans list:
School of Nursing: Laura Lee Dudley,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon E. Dudley of Scott Depot.
Arts and Sciences: Thomas M. Cunningham, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Cunningham of St. Albans.
Physics: William Matthew Luzader, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Luzader of St.
Albans.
Pre-Chemistry: Philip Gerald Jones, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Hones of St. Albans.
Pre-Medecine/ Pre-Dental: Robert R.
Robinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Robinson of St. Albans.
Pre/Mathematics: Martha Jean Taylor,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rodney J.Taylor
of St. Albans.
Pre-Computer Science: Michael S, Herbert, son of Mr. and Mrs.F. Harvey Gerbert of St. Albans.

Douglas Kibler of St. Albans, was awarded the Sons of American Revolution Medal
for ROTC outstanding academic achievement and citizenship. He will be a sophomore at West Virginia State College.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS OR CORPORATIONS OWNING PROPERTY ABUTTING ON SHORT STREET FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH PENWOOD AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH GRAFTON AVENUE, SITUATE IN THE CITY
OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST
VIRGINIA.

Proposals have been made to the Common
Council of the City of Nitro to permanently
improve the portion of the street and public
way described above in the City of Nitro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining, paving, repaving, surfacing, re-surf acing, widening,
curbing, re-curbing, guttering and otherwise permanently improving said street
or public way, and by constructing, providing and renewing any such improvements or qther^£erinanent._public improvements in and "on said above named
street and public way, or portions thereof,
and including any intersections, as the
- -Common Council of the City of Nitro may
deem proper and to assess the cost of
such improvements on the property abutting said portion of said street and public
way.
The proposals to make such improvements and the plans, specifications, profiles and estimates will be considered by
the Common Council of the City of Nitro
at a public meeting to be held on the 24th
day of August, 1971, at 8:00 o'clock p.m.
at the City Building in said City of Nitro.
Any abutting owners or interested parties
will be given an opportunity to protest
or be heard at said meeting or any adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Common Council
of the City of Nitro on the 20th day of
July, 1971.
CITY OF NITRO
By: GRACE LEWIS
City Recorder

WE HAVE IT!!

GALVANIZED UNDERPINNING

UNDER PIN YOUR HOME WITH THIS EMBOSSED
^VANIZED STONE FACED UNDERPINNING.
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day of 12, 1971, and was posted at the Court House of Kanawha County on

,

Manager, Mary K. Buster
Kanawha Valley Leader
Subscribed and sworn to before me this l6th day of August, 1971.
James Jefferies
Notary Public for Kanawha County, West Virginia
My Commission expires August 28, 1972.
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
State of West Virginia,
County of Kanawha, to-wit:
I, M. K. Buster, Manager of Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper of
general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia,
do solemnly swear that the annexed:
Notice to all persons or corporations owning property abutting on Short Street

1

from its intersection with Penwood Avenue to its intersection with Grafton Avenue,
Situate in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia.
Proposals have been made to the Common Council of the City of Nitro to permanently
improve,,:the protion of the street and public way described above in the City of Nitroj
Kanawha County, West Virginia, by grading, re-grading, draining, paving, re-paving,
surfacing, re-surfacing, widening, curbing, re-curbing, guttering and otherwise
permanetntly improving said street or public way, and by constructing, providing
and renewing any such improvements or other permanent public improvements in and on
said above named street and public way, or portions thereof, and including any intersections, as the Common Council of the City of Nitro may deem propert and to assess
the cost of such improvements on the property abutting said portion of said street »
and public way.

1

The proposals to make such improvements and the plans, specifications, profiles
and estimates will be considered by the Common Council of the City of Nitro at
a public meeting to be held on the 2lj.th day of August, 1971, at 8:00 o'clock Pm.
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at the City Building in said City of Nitro. Any abutting owners or interested parties

I

will be given an opportunity to protest or be heard at said meeting or any
adjournment thereof.
Done by action of the Common Council of the City of Nitro on the 20th Day of

**

July 1971.
CITY OF NITRO

BY: GRACE LEWIS
CITY RECORDER
WAS DULY PUBLISHED in said paper once a week for two successive weeks, commencing
with the issue of the £th day of August, 1971 and ending with the issue of the 12th
day of August, 1971.
Manager, M. D. Buster
Kanawha Valley Leader.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2k day of August, 1971.

,

James Jefferies,
Notary Public for Kanawha County, West Virgi
My Commission expires August 28, 1972.
The Council then began to consider the streets outlined on the agenda.
1. Sixth Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue
to its intersection with Third Avenue. Engineer's Cost estimate 3«36 per
property owner foot.
Councilman Allen presented a petition from the property owners of 6th Street
protesting the improvement of the street. It was signed by 100 percent of the
property owners.
Councilman Allen pointed out the problem we are having in the immediate
area where we would be paving, stating that he was not in favor of paving the

»

streets with this other work being done.
Councilman Kniceley said he had received a number of phone calls regarding the
same problem and that all the streets in the upper end of town are envoived with this
work.
People are concerned about how much their street is going to be torn out
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by this heavy equipment.

I

The Mayor said he thought that the water line would be through before the
paving program began.
In discussion of damage done by the contractor on the water line, it was
pointed out that the contractor is liable for any damage they did and that he had
said that it would be taken care of.
The Mayor pointed out that the water line should be finished within 30 days.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, 6th Street be
deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
2. Seventh Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First
Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue. Engineer's Cost Estimate $3.36
per property owner foot.
A petition was presented signed by 20 property owners on ?th Street pro-

I

testing the paving of the street.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, ?th Street
be deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
3. Eightth Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First
Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue. Engineer's Cost Estimate $3.57
per property owner foot.
Apetition was presented signed by 21 property owners on 8th Street protesting the paving of the street.
Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, 8th Street to
be deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
1±. Ninth Street from its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with
Third Avenue. Engineer1s Cost Estimate $3.U6 per property owner foot.
A petition was presented signed by 30 property owners representing 19 lots

I

of 21;, protesting the paving of 9th Street.
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Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, 9th Street be
deleted from the paving program.
5.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Tenth Street frou its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First

Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue.

I

Engineer's Cost Estimate $3«Ul

per property owner foot.
A petition was presented signed by 23 property owners protesting the
paving of 10th Street.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, 10th Street be
deleted from the paving program.
6.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Eleventh Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First

Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue.

Engineer's Cost Estimate $3-W

per property owner foot.
Councilman Hoke said that we should go ahead and delete the other streets
in this area.
Councilman Kniceley reported that he had had a call from a man who had in-

I

formed that there were nine widows on llth Street and paving the street will be
a hardship on them.
Councilman Hoke read off the list of streets with Engineer's Cost Estimate for
last year and this year, pointing out that the cost had come up on the estimate
and that if the paving was not done this year then it will probably cost more next
year.
Councilman Kniceley said that there is an increase in prices on everything
and also there is a continuous deteriation of the street each year.
Mr. Bess of 8th Street said the price of everything is going up and asked
about the deteriation of the street when the contractor is tearing up the streets,
the property owners are paying for what the contractor tears up.
The Mayor reminded that the contractors take care of all damage and told

I
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Mr. Bess that the contractor on the gas line was not aware of the damage they

I

had caused until he had called them about it.

He had told the Mayor that they

would take care of the damage.
8.

Thirteenth Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First

Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue.

Engineer's Cost Estimate $3.U9

per property owner foot.
A petition was presented from 13th Street with 19 signatures of property
owners protesting the improvement of 13th Street.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, 13th Street to
be deleted from the paving program.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Hoke suggested that the streets intersecting with Second Avenue
be set aside for the time being and go on with the balance of the program.
11.

Forty-first Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First

Avenue) to its intersection with Second Avenue.

I

Engineer's Cost Estimate $3.83

per property foot.
There being no petition or objections to the resurfacing of this street,
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to pave Ijlst Street from
its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 (First Avenue to its intersection with
Second Avenue.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Mr. Maddox asked if they could hold off on this decision until a study could
be made.
12.

The motion stood.

Valentine Circle from its intersection with Main Avenue and comprising all of

Valentine Circle as shown upon a revised map of Section Five, of a part of Sattes,
to its intersection with Holley Street.

Engineer's Cost Estimate $2.UO per

property owner foot.
Councilman Allen presented petition signed by property owners on Valentine

I

Circle protesting resurfacing of the street, signed by all property owners with

the exception of three.
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A property owner from Holley Street said he would like to remind the
Mayor of a statement the Mayor had made in a Council meeting held July 1, 1969,
and had been entered in the minutes.

The Mayor had said that "if the people

I

in this area (Fenton Circle, Sattes Circle, Holley Street, Valentine Circle) wanted
any improvements they would have to present a petition" and he did not know of any
request having been made by the people of the circles.
The Mayor asked the pleasure of the Council,
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, Valentine
Circle be deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
13. Holley Street from its intersection with Main Avenue to its common intersection with Valentine Circle and Sattes Circle.

Engineer's Cost Estimate $2.iiO

per property owner foot.
CouncilmanTidquist presented a petition

signed by 9 out of 10 property

owners of Holley Street protesting the resurfacing of Holley Street.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, feolley Street

I

be deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
lU. Sattes Circle from its intersection with Holley Street, and comprising all
of Sattes Circle as shown upon a map of Section One, of Sattes.

Engineer's Cost

Estimate $2.I|.0 per property foot.
A petition was presented signed by 19 property owners of Sattes Circle protesting resurfacing of Sattes Circle.
Mr. Ranges told Council that they had not had enough time to circulate the
petition to all home owners.
Mr. McDonald said that they had not had the petition to his house. He
also reported that some time ago the City had ordered property owners to unhook
their drainage lines from the Sanitary sewer. Some of the people have done so and
some have not, the ones who did comply with this had gotten disgusted and hooked
their drainage line in with the sewer again.

I
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It was pointed out that the people had been misinformed about the program,

I

that it included widening of the street and installing gutters.

Mr. Ranges re-

ported that there had been a man measuring the street and had informed the people
that it would be recapped, widened, curbed and guttered.

Councilman Hoke said

that if the people wanted to hear what was to be done that we had our Engineer
present; and that he had all the right answers including specifications.
Councilman Kniceley asked why six names had been marked from the petition?
Mr. Rangos said that they were not in favor of the package, they were in favor
of the paving only.
Councilman Allen said that since the people of this street had been misinformed that he felt that they should be given more consideration of the other
streets in this area and asked if the Council could come back and take the street
off.
Mr. Michael, Attorney, said that it may take another reading of the Ordinance

I

as this is a major change.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to resurface Sattes
Circle from its intersection with Rolley Street and comprising all of Sattes
Circle as shown on a mpa of Section one of Sattes.

Upomia vote motion carried.

It was pointed out that the Petition from Sattes Circle will kave to be
presented to Council the September 7th meeting.
Mr. Rangos of Sattes Circle asked that the petition be returned tohim so
that he could secure signers.
The Recorder pointed out that the petition was now a matter of record of
the Council and that it wouldnecessitate a vote of the Council to return the
petition to Mr. Rangos.
Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to return the

I

petition

of Sattes Circle to Mr. Rangos.

Upon a vote motion carried.
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15.

Fenton Circle from its westerly intersection of Main Avenue and ending with

its easterly intersection. Engineer's Cost Estimate $1.91 per property owner
foot.

I

A petition was presented signed by 31 property owners of Fenton Circle,
objecting the improvement of said street.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, Fenton Circle be
deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
16.

Cleveland Avenue from the southerly right of way line of West Virginia

Route 25 to the Northerly right of way line of Penn Central Railroad right of way
line and its intersection with Michigan Avenue. Engineer's Cost Estimate $2.75
per property owner foot.
There being no petition and no objections to the paving of Cleveland Avenue,
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to include Cleveland
Avenue in the paving program.

Upon a vote motion carried.

17. Red Oak Street from its intersection with West Virginia Route 25 in a Northerly
direction"to the Nitro

-

I

Engineer's Cost Estimate $2.1^1 per property owner foot.

There being no petition and no objections to the paving of Read Oak Street,
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to include Red Oak in the
paving program.

Upon a vote motion carried.

18. Third Avenue from its intersection with East 39th Street to its intersection with l|0th Street. Engineer's Cost Estimate $7-05 per property owner foot.
Councilman Allen presented a petition signed by property owners of 3rd Avenue
protesting the paving of said street. He also pointed out that this was the
street that Council had discussed with the Putnam County School Board, asking
some assistance from the School Board.
The Recorder reported that the answer we had gotten from the School Board
was that they had turned this matter over to the Legal Division.

I
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Councilman Hoke said he couldnot see going ahead with this stree until

I

the School Board comes through with some assistance.
Councilman Allen said the School and two houses are the onjy ones to benefit
from the paving.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, Third Avenue to be
deleted from the paving program.
19.

East 39th Street - Easter Road, from the foot bridge over Armour Creek to

the junction with Easter Road, thence with Easter Road to its junction with
UOth Street.Road. Engineer's Cost Estimate $6.30 per property owner foot.
Mr. Karl Angell and Mr. Karnes property owners of the majority of the property
on this street, were present.

Mr. Angell said he had not known about this program

until this week and that he owns about 2^0 feet of the property.
Mr. Angell and Mr. Karnes confered with the Engineer.

I

Councilman Allenmoved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to delete from

the paving program item 19 - East 39th Street - Easter Road, from the foot

bridge over Armour Creek to the junction with Easter Road, thence with Easter
Road to its junction with UOth Street Road. Engineer's Cost Estimate $6.30
per property owner foot.

Item 20 - East 39th Street from the end of the existing

concrete pavement to the foot bridge over Armour Creek. Engineer's Cost Estimate
$3.95 per property owner foot.

Item 21 - Easter Road, the unimprove section be-

ginning at its junction with East 39th Street to a junction with the improved
Section of Easter Road, which dead ends at the right of way of I-6U.

Engineer's

Cost Estimate $2.1i5 Per property owner foot.
\ Upon a vote motion carried.
There was a question about a part of these streets being in the State Road
System.

I

The Engineer is to get the information regarding this matter.
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22.

Second Avenue (Sidewalk) beginning at a point opposite the Southerly

property line of 22nd Street and extending Southerly toward 21st Street for a
distance of 26 feet, moreor less, on the East Side ofSecond Avenue. Engineer's

I

Cost Estimate $10.5>0 per property owner foot.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by CouncilmanWilliamson, to include 2nd Avenue
sidewalk in the paving program.
23.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Twentieth Street (Sidewalk) beginning on West Right of way Line of Wintz

Avenue and extending Westerly 37 feet, more or less, Engineers Cost Estimate
$10.20 per property owner foot.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Allen to include 20th Street
Sidewalk in the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
2k-

Twenty-third Street (Sidewalk) beginning at the common corner of lots 2309

and 2311, and running in an easterly direction 100 feet, more or less, Engineer's
Cost Estimate $8.15 per property owner foot.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to include 23rd Street
sidewalk in the paving program.
25.

I

Upon a vote motion carried.

Short Street from its intersection with Fennwood Avenue to its intersection

with Grafton Avenue. Engineer's Cost Estimate $6.U5 per property owner foot.
It was pointed out that Charles Leshon owns 90.h feet and the Carrier
property is 120.UThe Mayor told the Council that the two property owners had already given
the City a check for a forth of the amount of the paving cost. The check amounted
to $370.87, to be held in escrow account and to be applied to the cost of the
paving of Short Street.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to include Short
Street in the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman G6.o.dw|ji, to include
llth Street, 12th Street, llith Street, and 17th Street in the paving program,

I
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however, work was not to be done until the Water Line installation had been

I

completed. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Attorney presented the following Ordinance.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept the
following Ordinance for the First Reading. Upon a vote motion carried.
PAVING ORDINANCE
RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO DECLARING THE NECESSITY
AND CONVENIENCE OF PERMANENTLY IMPROVING CERTAIN DESIGNATED STREETS OR
PORTIONS THEREOF IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA: PROVIDING FOR
THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF SAID STREETS OR PORTIONS THEREOF: APPROVING
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS: PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE BIDS, CONTRACT AND
SUPERVISION: PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT BY ASSESSING THE TOTAL COST ON ABUTTING
PROPERTY AND THE ISSUANCE OF ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATES: ALL AS PROVIDED BY
ARTICLE 8, CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF WEST VIRGINIA, AS AMENDED.

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Nitro has caused notice to be given
to abutting property owners as provided in Section 3, Article 8, Chapter 8 of
the Code of West Virginia, as amended by the Acts of the Legislature of 19U9,

I

and subsequent amendments, by publication inthe Kanawha Valley Leader, the
only newspaper of general circulation in said City, once a week for three
successive weeks, commencing on the 29 day of July, 1971 and ending on the
12 day of August, 1971 and once a week for three successive weeks, commencing
on the 5 day of August, 1971 and ending on the 12 day of August, 1971, that a
public meeting would be held at the City Building in said City on the 2Uth day
of August, 1971, for the purpose of considering a resolution of ordinance declaring the necessity or convenience of the permanent improvement of certain
streets intersections, and public way or portions thereof in said City, and
giving an opportunity to abutting owners and other interested persons to protest
and be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of same, which street and public
ways or portions thereof are described as follows:

I

THE FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS, OR PUBLIC WAYS IN CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND
PUTNAM COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA;

ELEVENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST

VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; TWELFTH
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STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
AVENUE;

FOURTEENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS

INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE;

SEVENTEENTH

STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION

I

WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE;
FORTY FIRST STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH I/JEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST
AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUEj SATTES CIRCLE FROM ITS INTERSECTION
WITH HOLLEY STREET, AND COMPRISING ALL OF SATTES CIRCLE AS SHOWN UPON A MPA OF
SECTION ONE OF SATTES; CLEVELAND AVENUE FROM THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF
WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE

25 TO THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF PENN CENTRAL RAIL^

ROAD RIGHT OF WAY LINE AND ITS INTERSECTION WITH MICHIGAN AVENUE; RED OAK STREET
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION TO THE
NITRO CITY LIMITS; SECOND AVENUE (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING AT A POINT OPPOSITE THE
SOUTHERLY PROPERTY LINE OF 22nd STREET AND EXTENDING SOUTHERLY TOWARD 21ST STREET
FOR A DISTANCE OF 26 FEET, MORE OR LESS, ON THE EAST SIDE OF SECOND AVENUE;
TWENTIETH STREET (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING ON THE WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF WINTZ

I

AVENUE AND EXTENDING WESTERLY 37 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TWENTY THIRD STREET (SIDEWALK
ONLY) BEGINNING AT THE COMMON CORNER OE LOTS 2309 and 2311, AND RUNNING IN AN
EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET, MORE OR LESS.
SHORT STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH PENNWOOD AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION
WITH GRAFTON AVENUE, SITUATE IN THE CITE OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA.

WHEREAS, prior to said public meeting there have been prepared plans, specifications and estimates of the proposed improvements by Robert R. Anderson,
Engineer for said City of Nitro, showing the proposed grad and sufficent
data for any owner of abutting property to calculate approximately what proportionate part of the estimated cost there of might be assessed against his property,
and said plans, specifications and estimates have been on file with the Recorder
of said City, and open to theinspection of all interested persons; and;

I
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WHEREAS, a hearing was duly held pursuant to said notice, at •which all

I

abutting owners and interested persons were given an opportunity to protest and
be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of said resolution or ordinance;
and
WHEREAS, acting under the authority of the last paragraph of Section 2 of
Article 8 of Chapter 8 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, and regardless
of the validity or invalidity of any petitions which may have heretofore been
submitted to the Council, the Council by vote of more than three-fourths
of its members, deems it advisable, necessary and convenient to provide for such
improvements and to assess the entire cost thereof upon abutting property and
corners thereof.
NOW, THEREOF, BE IT RESOLVED El THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NHRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:

SECTIGN1.

I

THAT the certificate of publication of the notice of said

meeting by the Kanawha Valley Leader, the only newspaper of general circulation
in said City of Nitro, and a copy of said notice be, and the same are hereby
made a part of the minutes of the Council and the Recorder is hereby authorized
to spread the same upon the record of said meeting.
SECTION 2.

That following its own independent investigation and upon

its own authority as provided by law, the Council by the affirmative vote of
more than three-fourths of its members, hereby declares it to be necessary and
convenient to permanently improve by grading, regrading, paving and repaving,
surfacing and re-surfacing, with base and drainage and making other incidental
permanent improvements in accordance with the plans, specifications and profiles
heretofore filed, as modified and amended, the following described streets and
portions thereof in the City of Nitro as provided by said plans, specifications

I

and profiles:
THE FOLLOWING NAMED STREETS, OR PUBLIC WAYS IN CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND

PUTNAM COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA; ELEVENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST
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VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVSIJE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; TWELFTH
STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENGE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD
AVENUE; FOURTEENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE- TO ITS

I

INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE; SEVENTEENTH STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST
VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; FORTY
FIRST STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 (FIRST AVENUE) TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE; SATTES CIRCLE FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH
HOLLEY STREET, AND COMPRISING ALL OF SATTES CIRCLE AS SHOW UPON A MAP OF SECTION
ONE OF SATTES; CLEVELAND AVENUE FROM THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF WEST
VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 TO THE NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF PENN CENTRAL RAILROAD
RIGHT OF WAY LJUE AND ITS INTERSECTION WITH MICHIGAN AVENUE; RED OAK STREET FROM
ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST VIRGINIA ROUTE 25 IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION TO THE
NITRO CITY LIMITS; SECOND AVE UE (SIDEWALK ,<ONLY_)_ BEGINNING AT A POINT OPPOSITE THE
SOUTHERLY PROPERTY LINE OF 22nd STREET AND EXTENDING SOUTHERLY TOWARD 21st STREET
FOR A DISTANCE OF 26 FEET, MORE OR LESS, ON THE EAST SIDE OF SECOND AVENUE:

I

TWENTIETH STREET (SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING ON THE WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF
WBITZ AVENUE AND EXTENDING WESTERLY 37 feet, MORE OR LESS? TWENTY THIRD STREET
(SIDEWALK ONLY) BEGINNING AT THE COMMON CORNER OF LOTS

2309 AHD RUNNING IN AN

EASTERLY DIRECTION 100 FEET, MORE OR LESS.
SHORT STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH PENWOOD AVENUE TO ITS

INTERSECTION

WITH GRAFTON AVENUE, SITUATE IN THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGEIA.
AND, which said plans, specifications, profiles and estimates are on file with the
City Recorder and are referred to in the recitals to the resolutions; and the
said plans, specifications, profiles and estimates are hereby approved and adopted
for the permanent improvement of said streets and protions there, and said
improvements are hereby authorized and shall be made under the supervision and
direction of Robert R. Anderson, EngineEr for the City.
SECTION 3.

THE grades of said streets and protions thereof shall be the

same as shown on said plans.

I
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SECTION U. AFTER independent investigation by the Council, each respec-

I

tive lot or parcel of real estate abutting on any part of any protion of said
streets and public ways above described is hereby found and described to be
special benegited by the proposed improvements abutting such lot or parcel
of real estate to an extent substantially greater than the cost to be assessed
against such abutting lot or parcel of land.
SECTION 5. THE total cost of the improvements, including the cost of improvements at and within intersections, and including all items of cost mentioned
in Section 5, Article 8, Chapter 8 of the Code of West Virginia, as
amended, shall be approtioned to and assessed against and borne by the lots
or parcels of land and other properties abktting upon the respective protions
of streets or other public ways hereby authorized to be improved, and upon
which said improvements shall have been made. Each lot or parcel of land so

I

assessed with that portion of the total cost of the improvements on the entire
protions of any street or public way herein authorized to be improved, which is
represented by the proportion which the abutting frontage in feet of said lot
or parcel of land bears to the total abutting frontage in feet of all the assessable lots or parcels of land abutting on any respective protion of a street or
of said Code, as amended, except however, that said plans and specifications
provide' for a nine inch re-enforced concrete parking lane 11 feet inwidth,
adjacent to the northerly curb of Second Avenue between 19th Street and 21st Stj
the Council doth find that said concrete land will be of no benefit to
the property owners abutting the south side all as set forth inthe Engineers
report dated September 2, 1969, and the cost of said strip shall be borne by
the propertyowners abutting the north side of said parking lane.

I
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SECTION 6.

The cost so apportioned shall be assessed againsthe re-

spective abutting lots or parcels of land and shall be paid in ten (10)
equal installments, the first to be and become due thirty (30) days after

I

levying of the assessment for the improvements, and the other nine (9) installments to be and become due one (l) each year for nine (9) years thereafter, all at the rate of six per centum (6/0 per annum from the date of the
assessments, provided that on failure of the owner of the property assessed
to pay any installment as and when due, and such default continuing for sixty
(60) days, then at the option of the holder of the certificates evidencing any
such assessment the entire balance thereof may be declared immediately due and
payable, and the holder of the certificates may forthwith proceed to enforce the
collection thereof.
SECTION 7.

Certificates shall be issued evidencing said assessments and

each installment of principal and interest payable.

Said certificates shall

be payable to the bearer and be signed by the Mayor and Recorder and shall

I

refer to the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, and shall each show
the amount and date of the assessment and describe the property against which
the assessment is laid, describing the same as to theownership, amount, frontage
and briefly as to location.

Theproperty abutting the protion of the street,

alley, easement or public way improved shall be subject to a lien, from the
date of the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, for the payment of
the costs of the improvements assessed against said property, and said assessments shall be and constitute liens in the hands of the holders of said certificates upon the respective lots and lands assessed and shall have priority over
all other liens expcet those for land taxes due the state county andmunicipality and except liens for pre-existing special assessments; and the said
assessment shall be levied and paid , with interest thereof, and said certifi-

I
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GATES SHALL BE ISSUED, ENFORCEABLE AND OTHERWISE, IN ALL RESPECTS, SUBJECT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF SAID Chapter 8, Article 8 of the Code of West Virginia,

I

as amended,

Each installment of said assessment on each certificate, which

coupon shall evidence such installment shall refer to the date of the resolution levying said assessment and the time when said installment is due, and
shall be signed in the name of the City of Nitro, by the facsimile signature
of the Mayor, attested by the facsimile signature of the Recorder.
SECTION 8.

The Recorder shall forthwith advertise for bids for said

improvements to be made in accordance with said plans and specifications therefore.

Such advertisement shall be made by publication at least once a week for

two successive weeks,in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a newspqper of general circulation in the City of Nitro, but not necessarily published therein.

The con-

tract shall be let to the lowers responsible bidder, but the advertisement for
bids shallreserve to the City the right to reject any and all bids thereofr.

I

The work doneunder such contract, whenlet, shall be paid for by delivering
to the contractor assessment certificates as above provided in lieu of cash.
SECT3DN 9-

Upon the completion of the improvements, the City Engineer

is hereby directed to prepare and submit to the Council his report showing the
cost of such permanent improvements, the number and descriptions of the lots
and parcels of land abutting other matters as may be necessary in order to levy
an assessment againstsaid abutting prpperty in accordance with the provisions
of Chapter 8, Article 8, of the Code of West Virginia as amended by the Legislature of West Virginia, Regular Session 19U9-

Upon the filing of said Engineer's

report with the Recorder, the Recorder is hereby directed to give notice
in the name of the City to the owners of the property to be assessed according

I
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to said Engineer's report that on or after date named in said notice an assessment may be laid aginst the property so improved as embodied in :said Engineer's
report.

Said notice shall state that the owner or owners whose property is to

I

be assessed, or other interested party, may on said date appear before the
Council to move the revision or correction of such proposed assessment.

Such

notice shall be by publication once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the County and shall show the total cost of
the improvement, the several frontages abutting thereon and; respectible amounts
to be 'assessed aginst the abutting property, with a description of the respective abutting lots and lands as to ownership, frontage, and location.
SECTION 10.

The Attorney for the City is hereby directed to prepare
^
and submit to the Council thereof, such notices, ordinances and information as
may be required by the Council for the laying of the assessments and issuance
of the certificates as aforesaid.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed, the

I

Mayor adjourned the meeting.
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September 7, 1971

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, September 7, 1971.
There were present: W. ¥. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist.

Councilman E. L.

Goodwin, Kenton L. Williamson, and Tom M. Waldorf being absent.
Themeeting was called to order by MayorAlexander.
Theinvocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First Baptist
Church of Nitro.
Councilman Hoke asked if the Engineer had found out anything about Easter
Road? The Mayor replied that he had not heard.
Councilman Hoke also asked if they heard anything morefrom the Putnam
County Board of Education?

The answer was no-.

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, the minutes

I

of August 17 j 1971 and August 2k, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
In discussion of the water line installation, the Mayor said he thought this
item should be left on the agenda until the contractor has completed the job
and asked if anyone had any reports.
Councilman Allen asked when would they inspect the side streets. The
Mayor said inspection would be done after the complettion of installing the pipe
to 7th Street.
Councilman Hoke said that he understood that our Engineer was to make a
survey of the streets.
The Recorder reported that people are criticizing the repair -work on 2nd
Avenue being done by the contractor.

The people don't understand that the black

.top being put on 2nd Avenue is just temporary to take care of dirt and dust and
that this black top will be taken out and concrete installed then black top over

I

this concrete.
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Councilman Allen said ilJ his mind, he can not see taking a third of the
road out and doing satisfactory job, he feels thatwe will be in trouble.
The Mayor said they may end up resurfacing the whole street.

I

Councilman Allen said our Engineer should make the decision.
Councilman Tidquist asked if the people will have a right to accept or
reject the job.
The Mayor informed that they must make any repairs of any damage to any
property and this has to be satisfactory.
The Mayor asked Council if they had any other calls to contact him, as he
would liketo see the contractor do a good job every day.
In discussion of the traffic problem on 2i|th, 25th, and 26th Street, Couniclman Allen said that there are four cracks in pavement on 26th Street, they are
minor at the present but in a year they will be a major problem.
Councilman Allen suggested all mentoers of the Council to look at the
situation of 2Uth, 25th, and 26th Streets traffic 'problem.

I

He also suggested thatour Police Department make a survey of these streets,
stating that the bad times are at noon, right after school is out, and when workers
leave the plants.
The Mayor said at this time of day it is almost impossible to get out of
any streets in town onto the main highway.
The Mayor said he would ask the Police Department for a written report of
their recommendations concerning the traffic problem on 2Uth, 25th, and 26th Streets.
Councilman Allen reported for the special committee, on the repairs to street
equipment. He said he visited two garages, neither one would accept contracting
for labor of our maintenance for City equipment. They said there would be no way.
He said that one garage said that they would give the City 30 to 35 percent
off onall auto parts, they woudl not give discounts on body parts such as fenders.
Councilman Tidquist said he did not see how we could hire a mechanic for
this amount of money.

I
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Councilman Hoke asked how the salary for a mechanic was set up. The Mayor

I

said $600.00 a month.

He went on to say that there would be times when the

mechanic wuuld need another man to help him, but seldom.
Councilman Allen suggested thinking this situation over.
Councilman Hoke asked if we kad garage room? The Mayor saidyes.
Council then proceed to discuss the paving program.
The Mayor said that we have some petitions in, one from Sattes Circle.
He asked if we could back up on these after the protest meeting. One of the
pettions is from llth Street, the other from Red Oak Drive, these pepple
had not protested at the regular protest meeting, August 21;, 1971.
Mr. Michael, Attorney, informed Council that they were not paving on
petitions, that they were paving on necissity.
The Mayor said that we have three petitions, one from llth Street, Red Oak

I

Drive and Sattes Circle.

The one from Sattes Circle being the petition that the

Council voted to return to Mr. Ragnos to be completed.
The Mayor informed that we have three members absent. Mr. Michael, Attorney,
said that Council can not take any action on the Ordinance for the Second
Reading, that it is necessary by State Law that 3/U majority of Council be
present.
In observing the petition from Sattes Circle, it was noted that 30 out of UU
property owners had signed the petition protesting the paving.
Mr. Harvey Collins,op'ropsrty owner of Sattes Circle, said he thought the
people of Sattes Circle had had ample time to get a petition in before the August
2Uth protest meeting and that in securing additional names to petition for Sattes
Circle, the property ox-niers had been told that because Valentine Circle and Holley
Street were not being pr,ved that the price quoted for Sattes Circle would increase.

I

The Mayor said theEngineer did not feel there would be any difference in
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the price.
Councilman Hoke said these streets in the Circle were full of holes and they
will get worse and asked what were the objections to paving.

I

One property owner stated that he did not think the street needs paving,
all it needs is minor repairs. He drives over it every day and it is not in
bad shape.
Councilman Hoke said thatthe Mayor had told him that they have been using
a lot of blacktop inthe holes on the streets.
The property owner said there is a spot in front of his house that has been
filled in and that 1 Tight now the road is solid, just that one hole.
It was pointed out that this is the place so many people call about because
the ground seems to be sinking.
Mr. Ragnos said that the street is rough and that he did not want to go
around with the petition and the reason it was not completed at the last
meeting was due to the fact that he did not go to anyone.

I

Councilman Hoke asked how long he had lived there. Mr. Ragnos had lived
there since 195>1Councilman Hoke pointed out that the street was 21 /years old.
Mr. Collins said the people around the table, meaning the menbers of
Council, were voted by the majority of the otwn. You appointed a committee
to select the street needed to be repaired. Sattes Circle had ample time
for petition for the protest meeting. They had a chance.
Mr. Collins stated further he did not like to see spending any of his
tax money patching the road.
Councilman Hoke pointed out that the street was to be resurfaced, last
year the Council had wanted to resurface the street and curb also, and recieved
protest of this. This year the committee felt it should be resurfaced and that
the people would go along with the resurfacing.

I
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Leonard Higgins, Attorney, stated to Council that he represented three out

I

of four property owners on Red Oak Drive. They were opposed to the paving of
this street, they do not desire it. He pointed out that at the beginning of the
street there is a bad place and after that the street is not in bad shape, and
urged the Council to consider the petition.

In regard tothe protest meeting

he and none of these people had heard anything about it, and that the petition has
about 99 percent of the front footage.
A lady from Red Oak Drive said the entrance to Red Oak Drive belongs to
the State Road as a part of the right of way.
The Mayor asked how many feet do the State right of way. The Attorney said
2£ feet.
The Mayor said he thought it was 22 feet, 11 feet on each side.
One man from Red Oak Drive aaid water stands in this right of way area

I

all the time and beyond that the road is not bad. Once a year the State brings
in gravel.
A man from Red Oak Drive said the State has enough there for a divided
highway, they are going within 5 or 6 feet of him. All of the new road is
to be on the west side.
Councilman Kniceley said there were 22 signatures out of 3k lots on
llth Street protesting the paving.
The Mayor asked if the Council had any further questions regarding the
streets.

They can not make a decision tonight.

The Attorney, said the Council can make a decision. The petitions were
brought in, however, the Council had proceeded by necissity. He stated further
if we had started by petition we would have had to have so many signatures
on the petition, we did not start out on petition, we started out by necessity.

I

He said if Council wants to leave the streets in they can. He does not feel
that the Council has a right to discuss the Ordinance at all tonight.
The Attorney for the property owners ofRed Oak Drive said that it would
he expensive on his people to have him represent them at the next Council meeting
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ans asked if the Council could make a decision on Red Oak Drive.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to postpone any
decision on the Street Fating Program until the-next meeting,when more Council

I

members werepresent.
Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist asked if there was any way we can check out the Utility
Companies to see if they are going to do any repair work before our street work
starts.
The Mayor informed that the Gas Company goes along the side of the streets,
and that they do a real good cleaning up job.
Councilman Allen asked about the bad place in street caused by the Tenessee
Gas Company. The Mayor infomred that they had met the next day with a member from
the Tennessee Gas Company and that the problem had been taken care of.
Councilman Allen asked about the Library Board moving the Library Building.
It is holding up the whole program.

I

He said that we had asked the School Board to do a terrific thing for
us and that there are no\place to park on 21st Street.
The Mayor said the Library Committee can move the Library and do
other work on it later and put temporary steps on.
Councilman Kniceley reported call regarding the junkers behind the Taxi
Stand, also the high weeds.
It was also pointed, out that the same situation applies to Jones Wrecker lot.
Councilman Hoke mentioned an old building behind the Apartment building
across the street from the City Hall, that looks as if it is going to fall in.
It was pointed out that this property belongs to Mr. John Marshall.
Councilman Hoke asked when the weeds along the street were going to be
cut, that there are a lot of complaints and also complaints about weeds growing
on the City dump.

I
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The people on Smith Street are complaining about the slime.

The Mayor said

that in order to drain.the area on the landfill that it would mean digging

I

a ditch running it in the river, we are not allowed to do this.

The only thing

that we can do there is landfall this area.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question regarding contractor paying
Business & Occupation Tax, he was informed that they were on our list and had
been sent the necessary form.
Councilman Allen explained his reason for asking the question, was that
the Contractor have utilized our Police Department.
The Mayor explained that our Police Officers were used a great deal by the
contractor and that the contractor had employees' some of the Police Officers
on their off duty time.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed, the
Mayor adjourned the meeting.

I
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September 21, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, September 21, 1971.
There were present: V. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, E. L.
Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Khiceley, Hugo Tidquist.

I

Councilman R. V.

Allen, Tom M. Waldorf and Kenton L. Williamson being absent.
The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First Baptist
Church of Nitro.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, the minutes of
September 7, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, the Financial
Statement for the month of August, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
In discussion of the water line installation, Councilman Hoke said he would
like to have the contractor go back on Secpnd in front of the First Baptist
Church.

I

The Mayor againtold Council that if they get any calls regarding this work,
to call the office so that we can notify the contractor of the problem.
Councilman Tidquist reported that he had been told that the contractor had
broken either a sewer or a storm sewer between 17th Stree and 18th Street and that
in repairing the pipe they had wrapped it with burlap and poured cement around
it. The Mayor said this will be checked out. He didn't doubt that they could have
done this and if it was a stoim drain that it would take care of the water but
if it was a sanitary sewer that it will not work.
In discussion oft the traffic problem on 2i»th, 25th, 26th Streets the Mayor
asked if the Committee was ready to make any recommendations and that they were not.
The Mayor reported that the Police had been watching this area and theyrecommended if any changes were made, that the Traffic Committee consider adding
27th Street.

I
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On report from the Special Committee on repairs to City equipment, Councilman

I

Hoke suggested laying this over until next Council meeting.
Cm the next item the Mayor informed that Council could not act on the Faying
Program, since we had three members absent.
Councilman Tidquist said he had driven up Red Oak Drive and the big Problem
on this street is where you enter Red Oak Drive, the appraoch is bad.
Joe Fassenelli, property owner on Red Oak Drive, informed Council that one
of the State Road men had been down and told bin that the State would fix the approach.
The map the state man brought down showed the state owns 3 feet of the paving
andthis is where the road is bad.
Councilman Goodwin asked *too owned between the State Road right of way and
Mr. Fasanelli's land.
Mr. Fasanelli says according to the State Road that he has 2li feet more than

I

his deed called for.
The State did buy 17 feet from him.
The Mayor said that the State Road man who called on him says he does not
have the record of it.
The Council was asked to encourgage the State Department to patch the NitroSt. Albans bridge. The Bridge is in bad condition and the cars make a lot of
noise.
The Mayor informed Council that James Quickie, owner of the Nitro Wholesale
Electric, had requested permission to install a stainless steel trailer connecting
with the present place of business on llth Street, West.
Councilman Tidquist asked if the owner had any bbjections to this and the
Mayor said no.

I

The Mayor pointed out his reason for brining this before Council was that this
is a residential area and that if the building was taken out, it comld not be put
back in without ruling of the Board of Zoning Appeals.
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Councilman Goodwin said that since this is zoned residential and no trailers
are allowed he does not think that we shoild allow this installation and that since
the Zoning Ordinance had been written by the Zoning Committee, that any changes

I

that are made should go before the Zoning Appeal Board.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, to deny the request
for the installation and Joining to the present building a stainless steel trailer
for the purpose of storage and refer Mr. Quickie to the Zoning Appeal Board. Upon
a vote motion carried.
The Mayor told Council that he had written two letter since the last Council
meeting and his reason for sending them out without Council's O.K. is that he felt
that it very important to get the requests in as soon as possible. He asked the
Recorder to read to Councilthe letter to the Ikvernor.
Dear fluvernor Moore:
Information I have received, leads me to believe there may be federal monies
available for local governments, through the state government, for water and sewer
work on a 90 - 10 basis.

I

The Nitro City Government has bees given order by the West Virginia Water
Resources Department to construct and put into operation a Secondary Treatment
Plant. However, we are in great need of finances to extend 4ewer lines to two
large areas, recently annexed.
This extension of sewer will serve approximately seventeen hundred people.
These areas at the present time are saturated with raw svwage and people living
in these areas are mostly in the low income bracket, a number of them on relief.
The amount of money to make this needed improvement is one mill inn dollars.
In my opinion, if we have to do this job with revenue bonds the cost per family
would be $15*00 per month for sewage treatment and a majority of these people
cannnot afford this expendature.
Any help you can give us will be greatly apprecitated.
ment.

It appears the only way to secure federal funds is through the State GovernSincerely yours,

The Mayor told Councilthat West Virginia Water Resources had been after the
City for the last three years. Some year and half ago the Mayor received a

I
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letter from this department demanding that the City go ahead with the Secondary

I

Treatment ELant giving the City six (6) months for completiton. After going over
all the plans and specifications for the Treatment Plant with the Engineer, they
felt that six (6) months was completely out of line, that it would take 805 days.
The Water Resources had been sent a letter, which letter had been read to Council
showing and proving to the Water Resources that if everything went perfect on
installing the Secondary Treatment Plant that it would take 805 days. Since this
time we have not done all the things the Water Resources has asked of us. The area
involved can not pay the bill.
The Mayor told Council that he obtained this information of the money and that
we realize that we will never be able to get the money through HUD. The regional
Development Authority (RDA) had been told that HUD may fund one project a year
and that he felt there was a possible chance that we might get some of the money

I

through tbe State and that is his reason for witting the letter.
The Recorder read the second letter which was sent to the members of the
Kanawha County Court.
Gentlemen:
In regard to the Federal money that has become available to the local
government on 90 - 10 basis, I wish to apply for the following*
1. The City of Nitro is greatly in need of a Recreation Director.
Installation of Recreation area at our Watershed will increase recreation activities to the point that a full time director will be
necessary. The amount of salary forthis position, $10,000.00 per
year.
2. An additional Police Officer, salary $5,880.00 per year. This
officer will be used as an Investigator and Juvenile Work.
3. An additional employee for the Sanitation Department as a Labor
with wages of $l»,800.00 per year.
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k. Wages for three labors. The necessity being, building a new
access road to the Watershed Project, entering Behind the dam. Wages
totaling for the three men $12,600.00 per year.
Your favorable consideration of these items will be appreciated.
Sincerely yours,
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The Mayor explained that the money the Court would receive was specified to be
used for all counties and that he had heard that the Cournty intended to use the
majority of the fund for 11 additional sheriff's and automobiles for them. The

I

Mayor said he had been advised fcy Dick Parker not to wait to fill out an application to get a letter for this request on record as soon as possible.
The Mayor asked for Council's approval of these requests.
Councilman Hoke moved, sec ended by Councilman Goodwin, to approve the action
of the Mayor in writing these two letters. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Goodwin reported that River Avenue was having difficulty in
getting mail delivery.
^he Mayor said that he had given order to the Street men to make repairs to
River Avenue as soon as the trash pick up was over.
He had suggested to some of the owners on this street, since there are only
eighty (8) property owners and that the asphalt company is near them to try to
make a deal with the asphalt people to get their road paved.
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Councilman Goodwin said that they need a fire hydrant on the River side of
the railroad track.
The Mayor explained that our fire trucks carry enough water to take care of
any fire that they may have on River Avenue.
Councilman Goodwin asked if Goldberg was sinking a well. The Mayor said he
did not know.
Councilman Tidquist remined Council that theproblem of mud and dirt washing
off the hill onto 15th Street still exists.
Councilman Hoke suggested running a ditch. The Mayor said the owners would have
to give permission for this.
The Mayor asked Councilman Hoke to talk to the wner again.
The Mayor said he felt the on|y way to take care of this problem would be
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tp gut in a line and grading over it.

I

Councilman Tidquist asked if we could contact the railraod company, asking

them to fix the railraod tracks.
he Mayor said he had talked to them and they had promised to have someone
4-

down to check them.
He said that he would call the Attorney about this matter.
Councilman Hoke asked about the land fill being installed on City property
amounting to 68 thousand dollars, asked where does this money go and who gets it.
The Mayor replied the Regional Development Authority (RDA).

The Mqyor said

that the RDA pays all the Expenses on this experiment.
Councilman Hoke asked if the City gets any money foe the garbage we haul into
the fill.
The Mayor explained that the RDA are making a study for all the areas in
the county.
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Th,ey are trying to determine if fly ash will work to cover the garbage.

They

have also hauled in a substance called gob. If this Pilot Progran proves out the
way they expect it to, it will save all Cities a lot of money in landfilling.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.

I
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October 5, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, October $, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, R. V.

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, L. I. Hoke, K. K. Khiceley, Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L.
f*\
Williamson | members of City Council. Councilman Tom M. Waldorf being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity
Church.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
September 21, 1971 be approved. Upon a votemotion carried.
In discussion of the water line installation, the Mayor asked if anyone
had anything concerning this matter.
Councilman Kniceley said he had a call from Mr. Ferrell on 12th Street, and
claimed they did do some damage to his driveway. He said he took a look at the
driveway, there was a crack in the driveway.
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The Mayor said there was quite a bid of damage to property at the Baptist
Church, the contractor will write a letter to the minister advising that they will
take care of the damage.
Councilman Tidquist asked if they will smooth up the temporary paving? The
Mayor said they have done so already. They are going to have to go over it
several times. We have not had any problems, they have agreed upon everything
we have told them. When they get on 1st Avenue and off of 2nd Avenue, he saidhe
thought we would have the superintendent come down and go over the jbb with him
in order to take care of various items and get the streets in shape for winter.
In discussion of the traffic problem on 2l*th, 25th, and 26th Street it was
pointed out that we would add 27th Street to the list, as this was the Police
Department ' s recommendation .
Councilman Allen said that he gets mixed emotions from the people in the area.

I
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it seems that residents tff each street wants the traffic to flow toward 1st Avenue.

I

He would like to have a written report from the Police Department.
Councilman Allen said he felt that we should wait until the job on 2nd Avenue

has been completed and cleared away.
Councilman Tidquist reported that people are still turning left on 19th Street.
Councilman Hoke suggested a sign being put up on the left hand side of the
street. He feels that people would pay more attention.
In reporting for the Special Committee concerning repairs for City Equipaent,
Councilman Allen said that he had given this tremendous amount of time andthat
either way the Council wants to go he had no objections.
The Mayor reported that one of our cruiser's motor went completely out,
The Estimate given us for installation of a motor was between $800.00 and $850.00.
He is;sending two men to Ohio in the morning to pick up a motor for the cruisers,
and that this will save us approximately $250.00. He also Informed Council that
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he had recently hired a new man, as we have one man retiring. The new man was

hired as a labor, however, he does tremendous amountof mechanic work and the fellow
has been with us five 45) days andhe has all the heavy equipment in good condition.
Jess Harrison and a helper could install the motor within 8 to 10 haurs.
In discussion of the paving program, Councilman Hoke asked if we had gotten
a petition from East 39th Street.
The Mayorsaid that this street had been turned down and that there was nothing
we could do about it unless we had another program. It would mean advertising and
holding a Protest Meeting, he added that some of the people on East 39th Street
had really been upset about this street being deleted from the paving progra.
Councilman Allen asked if this was the street that a part of it was in question
as to whether it wasbity dr State right of way.

I

Councilman Hoke said that fehe reason of the deletion was for the question of

the right of way, that it was all one unit in the Paving Program.
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The Mayor said that due to the fact that it is unpaved street that it is going
to be a great problem to take care of during bad weather and that it will be impossible to keep the street in good enough condition for bus travel.

I

Councilman Allen saidhe would like to have the Engineer make a definite
statement as to the right of may ownership.
In discussion of the ownership of entrance of Red Oak Drive, Mr. Fascellni
presented a statement that showed the State Road Department had purchased 17 feet
of his property. He said that the State Road Department had repaired two holes
in the pavement and that they had told him that they were patching the worse places
and wouldbe back to fix the liiole entrance way.
In discussion of petition from Sattes Circle, Coundilman Hoke said out of
UU property owners 30 signed the pettion against the paving. He went on to say
that he felt the whole paving program had been blown out of proportion in the Circle
areas. However, due to all disruption in the paving program and work on Second
Avenue, he would like to see the Paving Program tabled. The Mayor said he did not
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see how we could get any paving completed this year.
He went on to point out that he would like to see each street resurfaced, he
said that 12th, 12th, llth and^Sattes Circle are all in bad condiition.
Councilman Khieeley said his only reservation regarding paving was the
condition of Second Avenue at this time. The Mayor said the chances were that the
paving would not be done until early spring. Councilman Kniceley ssked
if this could be put in the contract.
The Mayor said that we could require a certain temperature before the
resurfaciiigof the streets.
The Attorney told Council that the Council could work out a condition with the
Contractor on the time of paving and if the other streets were brought in the
paving and the paving done in the spring that it a.11- could be done at one time.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by 6ouncilman Goodwin, that Red Oak Drive
be deleted from the paving program. Upon a vote motion carried.
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Councilman Hoke told Council that we had these two petitions to consider, that

I

he would like for the Committee to get together and have a talk regarding these
two streets.
Councilman Khiceley reported that the only phone call he received was regarding
llth Street paving. He did not know who had sent the petition to him from llth
Street and that it had come by mail after the protest meeting was held.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman TicUtuist, that the Committee
take a second look at all streets in the paving program and make a decision.
Upon a vote motion carried.
The Committee decided to hold their meeting Thursday, October 7, 1971 at
7:00 P.M?
The Attorney, Mr. Michael, presented to Council two amendments to the Firemen's and Policemen's Civil Service Ordinance. He explained that these
ordinances were passed in 196U and set up respective pension funds.
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The City was

to pay 1 percent of assessed valuation and that the employee pays k percent of

all wages.
The last Legislature had increased the deductionsof the employee to six
percent.

It is mandatory that the City Council pass amendment to coincide with

the State Law.
Councilman Allen asked the purpose of this. The Mayor explained that some
pension fund through out the State were in trouble, giving Huntingdon as an
example. Due to the fact that they have several retirees to pay pension to and
this is the Legislature's way of trying to eliminate this problem.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept for first
Reading the amendments fcf the Nitro Firemen's Civil Service Ordinance as follows:
Upon a vote motion carried.

I
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AMENDMENT TO 0BDINANCE NO.

I

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTDN 3, SUBSECTION (b) OF ORDINANCE NUMBER _
INCREASING THE AMOUNT ASSESSED AND
COLLECTED FROM EACH MEMBER OF THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT EACH MONTH FROM FOIE PERCENT
TO SIX PERCENT (6%).
BE IT ORDBffiD BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO :

That Section 3, sub- section (b) of the Ordinance providing for the
establishment and maintenance of a Firemen's Pension or Relief Fund
for the City of Nitro, enacted on January 21, 196U,and made effective
as of Februaryl, o96U, be amended and re-enacted to read as follows i
Section 3. The firemen's pension or relief fund shall be maintained as follows:
(b) From each member of the Fire Department there shall be assessed
and collected, each month, the sum of six percent (6#) of the actual

I

salary or compensation of scuh member, and the amount eo collected
shall become a regular part of the firemen's pension and relief fund.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are to
the extent of such conflict, here by repealed.
This Ordinance shall be effective as of the _

day of

,

1971.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen to accept for
First Reading the amendment to the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Ordinance.
as follows: Upon a vote motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO.

_

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3, SUBSECTION (b) OF ORDINANCE NUMBER _ ,
INCREASING THE AMOUNT ASSESSED AND
COLLECTED FROM EACH HEKBER OF THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT EACH MONTH FROM FOUR PERCENT
TO SIX PERCENT
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NHRO :
That section 3> sub-section (b) of the Ordinance providing for the estab-
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Isihment and maintenance of a Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund for the City of

I

Nitro, enancted on January 2\ 1961i, and made effective as of February 1, 196U, he
amended and re-enancted to read as follows:
Section 3. The Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund shall be maintained as
follows:
(b) From each member of the Police Department these shall be assessed and
collected, each month, the sum of six percent (6$) of the actual or compensation
of such menber, and the amount so collected shall become a regular part of the
policemen's pension and relief fund.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are to the extent
of sttch conflict, hereby repealed.
This ordinance shall be effective as of the

»- day of

,

1971.

I

The Mayor announced to Council that Councilman Tom M. Waldorf's doctor has

forbidden him to participate in any meetings and that Tom has asked to be replaced
on the City Council.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Gocdrin, to accept the
resignation of Tom M. Waldorf as Councilman and that a letter be sent from the
City Government. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor told Council that a selection of Mr. Waldorf's had been Mr. Harry
M. Graves, Jr.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that Mr. Harry M.
Graves, Jr. be appointed to fill the unexpired term of Tom M. Waldorf as
Councilman for Ward No. 1.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Mr. Graves was called into the Council meeting and the Mauor administered the
Oath of Office and Mr. graves took his place as member of City Council.
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Mayor Alexander explained to Council that the ARC's grant had been approved

for the recreation complex at the Nitro - Blake s Creek Watershed.
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Governor Moore had worked very close with him on getting this grant and that
he had received a call from the Governor's Office that the grant had been approved.
The awarding of the bid to the Contractor would takeplace Thursday, October 7,

I

1971 at 2:00 P.M.
He explained that the low bid was B.H. Hoffman, from Teajss. The low
bid being 18U.311.13. The other two bids were 221 thousand plus and 21*0 thousand
plus.
He believes the Contxtactor will be workingon the job within 10 days.
Councilman Allen said the Tennessee Gas Transmission had dug up a part of
the garbage landfill and it had not been covered up properly. He had a call about
this the later part of the week.
The Mayor said that he had talked to them about this problem and they had
promised to take care of it the next day.
Councilman Allen told Ken Khiceley that he had a call from a child and he
wanted to know if it was necessary to lock the part early in the evening. The
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children like to play basketball.
Councilman Khiceley said the Police Department lock thePark at 11:00 PJM.
each night.
The Mayor infomredConncil that from two to three weeks he had been having a
problem back of the Thomas Tire, it is the old Third Avenue. Mr. Thomas had
decided to enlarge his building. A part of his property on the rear of the lot
is being usedby people in that area for a street.
The Mayor said he had been trying for three weeks to get a map of the
property to decided where the street right of way was. BE would have the Engineer
steak out the area and give us a report.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by councilman Tidquist, that the Appalachian
Power Company be notified to up grade the street light in front of the Holy Trinity
Church to 35 hundred lumen. Upon a vote motion carried.
In ararser to Councilman's Hoke's question on the Taxi Company jiink yard the
Mayor said that Mr. Jefferies had come into the office after the Council meeting
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and that he would call him again.

I

Councilman Williamson reported to Council complaints received on cass parking
on street at the Graduate Center on Main Avenue. He also informed Council that
he had received several complaints of holes in 31st Street East. The Mayor said he
had been told that a truck loaded with steel had torn up the street, that they will
fix it up with patching.
Councilman Allen said he had a call from a visiting coach to one of our football games regarding the wrecker service hauling away his car which was not
parked in the City limits. This man criticized the Police Department, the Wrecker
Service hauled away 12 cars at one football game.
Councilman Allen said he did not like to see the Police Department criticized
for something they can no help.
The Mayor said that the members of the Police Department had told him it was

I

the Graduate Center. He will check into it.
These being no further business and the agenda havigg been completed, Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the meeting be adjouned. Upon
a vote motion carried.

_
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October 19, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, October 19, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander} Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, DR. R. V •
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Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves Jr., Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The invocationwas given by the Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity
Church.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the minutes of
October 5, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Financial
Statement for the month of September, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder presented to Council Recondiliation sheet of the City's finances
for the first three months of the fiscal year pointing out that this gives the
Council a clear picture of the present financial status in that it dihows the amounts
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allocated to be collected and disbursements for the year and the total amounts
that have been received and disbursements the three months, she noted on the
Receipt Page monies received from the Regional Development Authroity that was
not anticipated, explaining that this money goes mostly for rental of equipment,
used on the garbage experiment being conducted by the Regional Development Authority.
The City rents equipment from Machinery, Inc. and the Regional Development
Authrotiy is billed for the amount of the statement and when the RDA has paid a
particular statement then the City in turn pays Machinery Inc.
This item domes out of theexpense of the Garbage Department.
Councilman Allen pointed out that the Garbage Department is running over the
allocation. It was pointed out that during the summer months the men did a lot of
night workhauling dirt.

I
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The Mayor explained that if this Polot Experiment works out that it will save

I

all cities a lot of money inlandfilling of garbage.
Councilman Hoke asked if the dirt we are getting is costing us any money.
The Mayor replied no.
In discussion of the water line installation, the Mayor said that he believed
that within a very short time that the Contractor would be off 2nd Avenue and on
the side line of the highway pointing out that the area the Contractor is working
nowis causing some what of a traffic problem.
Councilman Goodwin asked where the right of way would go after the line
is laid past the old Sattes School.

The Mayor said he understood it will run all

the way through the balance of the town an the left.
Councilman Goodwin said he thought thatthey said it went under the road and
the Water Company has a right of way up Michigan Avenue along the Railraod track
and he wondered if MichiganAvenue would be torn up.
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The Mayor said he did not believe so.
He also pointed out that the Contract calls for three years on completition

of this job, of course, this includes all the work that will be done in Charleston.
In discussion of traffic problem on 2l|th, 25th, 26th, and 2?th Street the
Mayor said he had asked the Police Department for a written report.
Councilman Allen reported that the Gas Company is causing the problem in
this area at the present time, the installation of the new line the Park way
in front of homes had been dug up for the installation of these lines.
The Mayor said that our prior experience with this Contractor doing the work
had been very satisfactor and that after installing of the lines they seed and
put straw over Hie seeding
Councilman Tidquist reported that a few of the businessmen have requested

I

Council to put a limit on the parking, possibly two hours on the various streets.

138
The MajB0r pointed out that the employees of tfee various business places park
their cars in front of theplace of business and it gives little room for customer
parking.
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He also pointed out that a few years ago the business houses had been contacted
and asked thatthe employees park below 19th Street or above 22nd Street and at that
time we had very little problem.
CouncilmanHoke said he had talked to some of the merchants who are in favor
of putting a limit on parking.
Councilman Allen said that if Kroger Company blocked off the parking lot and
allowed no parking that a person would not beable to find parking spaces.
In discussion of the new school parking lot, Councilman Allen said that it
was estimated about seventy-five parking spaces.
Councilman Allen said the Traffic Committee will make a survey and report
to the Counci^. at the next meeting on this matter.
Councilman Allen asked if Doyle's on 2£th Street had ever come in and given
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the City any information regarding their new building.
The Mayor said he had talked to Mr. Boggess about ten days ago and that there
seems to be a little argaement about the property.
In reporting on the Special Committee for the repairs to the City Equipment,
Councilman Allen asked the Mayor to inform Council regarding the new man on
equipment.
The Mayor told Council that in sending two employees to Ohio to purchase
a used motor for ose of thecrusiers and the new employee with the help of
Jess Harrison, had installed this motor, that he felt that wehad saved some
where around $UOO.OO to $25.00.
Councilman Allen asked if they had special tools. The Mayor said Harrison
has almost a complete set of tools and the new man has a complete set of tools
and since the hiring of the new man he has all of our equipment in good condition
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and that another "thing if he is need to cany garbage of anything else he does

I

it willingly. This man was hired as a labor and is doing labor work as well as
his mechanic work.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to keep Dave
Forzetting, the new employee, to do the merchanic work for a few months.

Upon a

vote motion carried.
In discussion of the Paving Program, Councilman Hoke said that all mambers
had a list of streets to be deleted and a list of streets to be paved in the Program.
He read off the streetsto be paved. He said that the Committee had gone over the
petitions of Sattes Circle, Red Oak Drive and llth Street. The petition from llth
Street had been mailed in and no one appeared at the Protest Meeting from llth
Street and we do not know who mailed the petition in and therefore we left llth
Street in the Program. The petition from Sattes Circle was considred and honored.
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Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the ten streets on
the list be put up for paving. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen reported he had received calls from Ulst Street asking what
the City was going to do to prevent heavy traffic on this street.
The people are tired of this street being used by heavy trucks.
The Mayor guggested limiting the weight on Hist Street.
Councilman Hoke said he had another complaint on Ulst Street regarding Childers
Chevrolet washing out their ggrage into the street. The Mayor suggested that
Council pass an Ordinance that will cover all businesses with the restriction of
sweeping or washing anything from their place of business, pointing out that other
business places are guilty of sweeping trash onto the sidewalks and streets.
CouncilmanfiSLlenmoved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the Paving
Ordinance be accepted for Second Reading and that the Paving Ordinance be

I

passed as follows: Upon a vote motion carried.
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RESODUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NTTRO DECURING
THE NECESSITY AND CONVENIENCE OF PERMANENTLY IMPROVING CERTAIN
DESIGNflSED STREETS OR PORTIONS THEREOF IN THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA: PROVIDING FOR THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF
SAID STREETS OR POTIONS THEREOF: APPROVING PLANS AND
SPECIFICATIONS: PROVIDING FOR COMEETIVE BIDS, CONTRACT
AND SUPERVISION: PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT BY ASSESSING THE
TOTAL COST ON ABUTTING PROPERTY AND THE ISSUANCE OF ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATES: ALL AS PROVIDED BY ARTICLES 18,.'*GH1E33ER 8,
OF THE COBE OF WEST VIRGINIA, AS AMENDED.
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Whereas, the Council of the City of Nitro has caused notice to be
given to abutting property owners as provided in Chapter 8, Article 18,
Section 3, of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, by publication in
the Kanawha Valley Leader, the only newspaper of general circulation in
said City, once a week for three successive weeks, commencing on the
29th day of July, 1971 and ending on the 12th day of August, 1971, and a
second notice covering Short Street, beginning on the 5th day ofAugust,
1971, and ending on the!2th day of August, 1971, that a public meeting
would be held at the City Building in said City onthe 2Uth day of August,
1971» for the purpose of considering a resolution or ordinance declaring
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the necessity or convenience of the permanent improvement of certain
streets, intersections, and public ways or portions thereof insaid City,
and giving an opportunity to abutting owners andother interested persons
to protest and be heard concerning the adpption or rejection of same, which
streets and public ways or portions thereof are described as follows:
FORTY FIRST STREET, from its intersection with West Virginia State Route 25 (
First Avenue) to its intersection with SecondAvenue: CLEVELAND AVENUE from
the southerly right of way line 6f West Virginia State Route 2$ to the
northerly right of way line of Perm Central Hailroad and its intersection
with Michigan Avenuej ELEVENTH STREETfrom its intersection with West Virginia
State Route 25 (First Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenuej
TWELFTH STREET from its intersection with Second Avenue toits intersection
with Third Avenuej FOURTEENTH STREET from its intersection with Second Avenue
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to its intersection with Third Avenue; SEVENTEENTH STREET from its intersection

I

with West Virginia State Route 2J? (First Avenu^) to its intersection withSecond
Avenue; SHORT STREET from its intersection with Penwood Avenue to its intersection with Grafton Avenue; SECOND AVENUE (Sidewalk only) beginning at a point
opposite the southerly property line of 22nd Street and extending southerly
toward 21st Street for a distance of 26 feet, more or less, on the East Side
of Second Avenue; TWENTIETH STREET (Sidewalk only) beginning on the west right
of way line of Wintz Avenue and extending westerly 37 feet, more or less;
TWENTY THIRD STREET (Sidewalk only) beginning at the commone corner of lots
nos. 2309 and 2311, and running in an easterly direction 100 feet, more or less,
all in the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia.
Whereas, prior to said public meeting there have been pcepared plans,
specifications and estimates of the proposed improvements by Robert R. Anderson,

I

Engineer for said City of Nitro, showing the proposed grade and sufficient
data for any owner of abutting property to calculate approximately what proportionate part of the estimated cost thereof might be assessed against his
property, and said plans, specifications and estimates have been on file with
the Recorder of the City of Nitro and open to the inspection of all interested
persons; and
WHEREAS, a hearing was duly held pursuant to said notice, at which all
abutting owners and interested pecsons were given an opportunity to protest
and be heard concerning the adoption or rejection of said resolution or ordinance;
and WHEREAS, acting under the authority of Section k, of Article 18, of Chapter
8 of the Code of West Virginia as amended, and regardless of the validity or
invalidity of any petitions which may have heretofore been submitted to the
Council, the Council by vote of more than three-fourths of its members, deems

I

it advisable, necessary and convenient to provide for such improvements and to
assess the entire cost thereof upon abutting property and the owners thereof.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, W. VA.
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SECTION 1. That the certificate of publication of the notice of said
meeting by the Kanawha Valley Leader, the only newspaper of general circulation in said
City of Nitro, and a copy of said notice be, and the same are hereby made a part of

I

the minutes of the Council and the Recorder is hereby ordered to spread the same
upon the record of said meeting.
SECTION 2. That following its own- independent investigation and upon its
own authority as provided by law, the Council by the affirmative vote of more
than three fourths of its members, hereby declares it to be necessary and convenient
to permanently improve by grading, regarding, paving and repaving, surfacing,
and resurfacing, with base and drainage and raakingother incidental permanent improvemefcts in accordance with the plans, specifications arid profiles heretofore
filed, as modified and amended, the following described streets and poritions thereof in the City of Nitro as provided by said plans, specifications and profiles:
FORTY FIRST STREET, From its intersection with West Virginia State Route
25 (First Avenue) to its intersection with Second Avenue; CLEVELAND AVENUE from
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the southerly right of way line of West Virginia State Route 25 to the northerly
right of way line of Perm Central Railroad and its intersection with Michigan
Avenue; ELEVENTH STREET from its intersection with West Virginia State Route 2$
(First Avenue) to its intersection with Third Avenue; TWELFTH STREET from its
intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue; FOURTEENTH
STREET from its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third
Avenue; SEVENTEENTH STREET from its intersection with West Virginia State Route 25
(First Avenue) to its intersection with Second Avenue; SHORT STREET From its
intersection with Penwood Avenue to its intersection with Grafton Avenue; SECOND
AVENUE (Sidewalk only_ beginning at a point opposite the southerly property
line of 22nd Street and extending southerly toward 21st Street for a distance of
26 feet, more or less, on the East side of Second Avenue; TWENTIETH STREET
(Sidewalk only) beginning on the west right of way line of Wintz Avenue and

I
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extending westerly 37 feet, more or lessj TWENTY THIRD STREET (Sidewalk only)

I

beginning at the commone corner of lots nos. 2309 and 2311, and running in an
easterly direction 100 feet fore or less, all in the City of Nitiq Kanawha
and Putnam Counties, West Virginia.
which said plans, specifications, profiles and estimates are on file with the
City Recorder and are referred to in the recitals to the resolttionj and the
said plans, specifications, profiles, and estimates are hereby approved and
adopted forthe permanent improvement of said streets and portions thereof, and
said improvements are hereby authorized and shall be made under the supervision
and direction of Robert R. Anderson, Engineer for said City.
SECTION 3. The grades of said streets and portions thereof shall be the
same as shown on said plans.
SECTION k* After independent investigation by the Council, each respective
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lot or parcel of real estate abutting on any part of any protion of said streets
and public ways abowe described is hereby fourid and described to be specially
benefitted by the propsed improvements abutting such lot or parcel of real
estate to an extent substantially greater than the costs to be assessed against
such abutting lot or parcel of land.
SECTION f>. The total cost of the improvements, including the cost of
improvements at fcnd within intersections, and including all items of costs
mentioned in Section 18, Aritlce 18, Chapter 8 of the Code of West Virginia,
as amended, shall be apporitioned to and assessed against the borne by the lots
or parcels of land and other properties abutting upon the respective protions of s
streets or other properties abutting upon the respective protions of streets
or other public wayshereby authorized to be improved, and upon which said improve8*
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ments shall have been made. Each lot or parcel of land so abbuting said portions
of streetsor other public ways shall be assessed with that protion of the total
cost of the improvements on the entire protionsof any street or public way herein
authorized to be improved, which is represtned by the proportion which theabutting
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frontage in feet of said lot or parcel of land bears to the total abutting
frontage in feet of all the assessalbe lots or parcels of land abutting on any
respective puution of a street or public way herein authorized to be improved

I

as provided by Chapter 8, Article 8 of said Code, as amended.
SECTION 6. The cost so apportioned shall be assessed against the respective
abutting lots or parcels of land and shall be paid in ten £LO) equal installments,
the first to be and become due thirty (30) days after levying of the assessment
for the improvements, and the otber nine (9) installments to be and become due
one (1) each year for nine (9) years thereafter, allat the rate of six per
centum (6$) per annum from the dfcte of the assessments, provided that on failure
of the owner of the property assessed to pay any installment as and when due,
and such default continuing for sixty (60) days, then at the option of the bolder
of the certificate evidencing any such assessment the entire balance thereof
may be declared immediately due and payable, and the holderof the certificate
may forthwith proceed to enfore the collection thereof.
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SECTION 7. Certificates shall be issued evidencing said assessments and
each installment of principal and interest payable. Said certificates shall be
payable to the bearer and be signed by the Mayor and Recorder and shall refer to
the ordinance or resolution laying the assessment, and shall each show the amount
and date of the assessment and describe the property against which the assessment
is laid, describing the same as to the ownership, amount, frontage and briefly as
to location. The property abutting theportion of the street, alley, easement or
public way improved shall be subject to a lien, from the date of the ordinance
or resolution laying the assessment, for the payment of the cost of the
improvements assessed against said property, and said assessments shall be and
constitute liens in the hands of theholders of said cert if ictaes upon the respective
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lots and land assessed and shall have priority over all other liens except

I

those for land taxes due ihe state, county and municipality and except liens for

pre-existing special assessments; and the said assessments shall be levied and
paid, with interest thereon, and said certificates shall be issued, enforceable
and otherwise, in all respects, subject to the provisions of said Chapter 8, Article
8 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended.

Each installment of said assessment

on each certificate, which coupon shall evidence such installment shall refer to
the date of the resolution levying said assessment and the time when said installment
is due, and shall be signed in the name of the City of Nitro, by the facsimile
signature of the Mayor, attested by the facisimile signature of the Recorder.
SECTION 8. The Recorder shall forthwith advertise for bids for said
improvements to be made in accordance with said plans and specifications therefore.
Such advertisements shall be made by pulication at least once a week for two successive
weeks in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a newspaper of general circulation in the

I

City of Nitro, but not necessarily published therein. The contract shall be let to

the lowest responsible bidder, but the advertisement for bids shall reserve to
the City the right to reject any and all bids therefor. The work done under
such contract, when let, shall be paid for by delivering to the contractor assessment certificates asabove provided in lieu of cash.
SECTION 9. Upon the completion of the improvements,theCity Engineer is
hereby directed to prepare and submit to the Councilhis report showing the cost
of such permanent improvements, the numbers and descriptions of the lots and
parcels of land abutting,other matters as may be necessary in order to levy as
assessment against said abutting property in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 8, Article 18, of the Code of West Virginia, as amended by the Legislature
of Vfefet Virginia, Regular Session 1969. Upon the filing of said Engineer's report

I

with the Recorder, the Recorder is hereby directed to give notice in the name
of theCity ttf the owners of the property to be assessed according to said

Engineers report Ahat on or after datenamed in said notice an assessment may be
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be laid against the property so improved as embodied in said Engineer's
report. Said notice shall state that the owner or otnwers whose propertyis to be
assess,ed or other interested party, may on said date appear before the Council

I

to move the revision or correction of such proposed assessment. Such notice shall
be by publication once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the County and shall show the total cost of the improvement, the
several frontages abutting thereon and respective amounts to be assessed against
the abutting property, with a description of the respective abutting lots and lands
as to ownership, frontage and location.
SECTION 10. The attorney for the City is hereby directed to prepare and submit to the Council thereof such notices, ordinances and information as may be required by the Council for the laying of assessments and issuance of the certificates
as aforesaid.
Thereupon, Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that the
adoption of the foregoing ordinance and upon a vote, Council voted unanimously
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in favor of said motion and was so ordered.
Thereupon, Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, that bids
be recieved from contractors until k'30 o'clock P.M. on November 16, 1971, and
Jtttat contractors be required to deposit with his bid a certified check or bidders
bond in the amount of five percentum of total contract, and that the bids be considered by Council at a Regular Meeting to be held at 8:00 o'clock PJM. on
Tuesday, November 16, 1971, in the Council Chambers of the City Hall of the City of
Nitro and at any adjournment or recess thereof. Motion carried unanimously.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, that the advertisements
for contractors bid be advertised in local paper for two weeks and bids will be
received until U:30 P.M. November 16, 1971.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Goodwin, moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, the amendment to the
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Nitro Firemen's Civil Service Ordinance be accepted for Second Reading and adopted.

I

Upon a vote motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3, SUBSECTION (b) OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 126,
INCREASING THE AMOUNT ASSESSED AND
COLLECTED FROM EACH MEMBER OF THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT EACH MONTH FROM FOUR PERCENT
TO SIX PERCEJBT (6%).
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO :

That Section 3, Sub- section (b) of the Ordinance providing
for the establishment and maintenance of Firemens Pension or
Relief Fund for the City of Nitro, enacted on January 21, 1?6U, and
made effective as of February 1, 1961;, be amended and re-enacted to
read as follows:
Section 3» The Firemen's Pension or Relief Fund shall be
maintained as follows:

I

(b) From each member of the Fire Deparmtaent there shall be
assessed and collected, each month, the sum of six percent (6%) of
the actual salary or compensation of scuh member, and the anount so
collected shall become a regular part of the firemen's pension
and relief fund.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith
are to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.
This ordinance shall be effective as of the 19th day of
October, 1971.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the amendment to the

Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Ordinance, be accepted for Second Reading and
adopted. Upon a vote motion carried.
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION3, SIBSECTION (b) OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 12?"
INCREASING THE AMOUNT ASSESSED AND
COLLECTED FROM EACH MEMBER OF THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT EACH MONTH FROM FOUR PERCENT
TO SIX PERCENT

I

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

That Section 3> Sub- section (b) of the Ordinance providing
for the establishment and maintenance of a Policemen's Pension or
Relief Fund for the City of Nitro, enacted on January 21, 1961*, and
made effective as of February 1, 196U, be amended and re-enacted to
read as follows:
Seetinn 3«

The Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund shall be

maintained as follows:
(b) From each member of the Police Department there shall be
assessed and collected, each month, the sum of six percent (6%) of the
actual salary or compensation of such member, and the amount so
collected shall become a regular part of the Policemen's Pension and

I

Relief Fund.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances inuconfllct hereiwth
are to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.
This ordinance shall be effective as of the 19th day of October,
1971.
The Mayor appointed Councilman Harry M. Graves, Jr., to the assignments of the
Council Committees held by Tom Waldorf formerly.
In discussion of the hours for Trick and Treat which will;be held October 30,
1971* the Mayor suggested limiting the hours as some of the other towns have done
in order that the younger children will not be on the street at a late hour.
It was also pointed out that the 30th is the date set forthe Nitro High School
Homecoming. They will hold a parade starting at 5:00 P.M., we have had several
calls from mothers concerned about leaving their homes to go tothe game at night,
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since it is Trick and Teat night. If the hours are set up then we would have

I

all children who were Trick and Treating in by the game time.
Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, that the hours for
Trick and Treat be set from U:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor informed Council thathe was appointing Kermit Thompson of 39th Street
East to replace C. L. Mollohan, deceased, as member of the Zoning Appeals Board.
Councilman Griaves, Jr. moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the appointment
of Kermit Thompason as member of the ZoniiiggAppeals Board, to fill the unexpired term
of C. L. Mollohan Be confirmed. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist reported that residents of Third Avenue would like to
have streets lights on erery section where the street would bisect Third Avenue.
At the present time there is a light on every other str eet.
Councilman Hoke asked what would be the advantage.

I

Councilman Tidquist said that there were dark places.
Councilman Hoke suggested up grading the ones that are there.
Councilman Tidquist agreed thatthis would help but that the lights are too
far apart.
Councilman Hoke said that the lights were 260 feet apart now and if new lights
were installed on every po,e that it would be 130 feet. The street light Committee
will check the lights on Third Avenue. Councilman Allen asked the Committee to
check the lights on 21st Street.
Councilman Graves, Jr. reported that Robert Clark of 28th Street and Second Ave.
had called him about a light at this point, that it soneof the old types of light
and the light is not working properly.
There being no furSfcteer business and the agenda having been completed, Councilman
Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the meeting be adjourned.
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November 2, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, November 2, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr., Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist
and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.

Councilman L. I. Hoke being

absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
October 19, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
In discussion of the Water line installation, Connciljaan Kniceley said he
had been asked when the contractor is going to repair Second Avenue at Uth and
5th Streets.
The Mayor said that they would probably repair these places but that the
street would not be completely taken care of until all of Second Avenue is repaired.
Councilman Graves said .the Baptist Church had received a letter from the

I

Contractor appoljgizing for tearing up the street and stated that in the spring
that the street will be complete repaired.
Councilman Tidquist said he had been asked if Second Avenue was to be left

the way it is.
The Mayor said it probably will be, that the soft places will be goneover and
patched then in the spring time the Contractor will come in and do a complete
repair job.
In discussion on the traffic problem on 2l±th, 2£th, 26th, and 27th Streets,
Councilman Allen said he wanted to make sure that all members observe this area
closely, he added he had received a call concerning 26th Street, where the Gas
Companyis installing new lines. The street had not been cleaned properly, that
there is mud on the street and people are complaining the mud is being carried.
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into their homes.
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The Mayor said the Contractor had been talked to and thatthey would clean
these streets.
Councilman Tidquist reported that when the Gas Line was put in on 16th Street
that at 163k they had dug up the driveway and now that part of the driveway is
deteriating.
TheMayor said he would contact Mr. Hart of the Gas Company regarding this
problem.
Councilman Allen reported for the Traffic Committee-concerning the problem
of parking in the business area. He said he had made a complete survey through
all the business area. The feeling of the businessmen in this particular area
think that something should be done to control tfee parking. We are going into
a season when the business places do a lot of business, the City needs the revenue

I

on the Business and Occupation Taxes.
The Mayor said he had talked to a number of business places himself and most
of them seem to be in favor of the two hour parking limit.
Councilman Khiceley asked if we could put up the signs right away.
The Mayor said we could put them up within three for four days after Council
takes action.
Councilman Kniceley asked what particular area are we talking about.
Councilman Allen said all of Bank Street, all the way down to 22nd Street,
21st Street from 1st Avenue to 3rd Avenue.
Councilman Tidquist asked if the area across the street from Coxs could be
improved for employees parking.
The Mayor said wedo not own this area.
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The Mayor reported that Chief Palmer had gone to a business house and asked
that the employees park their cars some other place. The business house said
they would and for two days they parked at another place and that by 8:30 A.M.
the parking places were filled by students car and school personnel.
The Employees releazing this, they resummdd parking their cars in front of
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the business house.
The Mayor said he was of the opinion that we will lose money, that the people
will go other places to do their shopping and the situation will grow worse.
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Councilman Allen said he had failed to talk to Mr. Harry Witry, that Mr.
WLtry parked the trucks in frontof the business and he needs to do this because
he loads and unlaods his truck all "the time.
Councilman Allen pointed out that the TOPICS report had pointed out that
Nitro had insufficient loading and unlaoding zones.
Councilman Graves said the Higgins ?6 on the corner of 21st Street and
Second Avenue wereletting people park on their lot.
Conucilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Kndceley, to pass for First
Reading an amendment to the Traffic Ordinance a two hour parking limit be placed
on 20th Street, 21st Street from 1st Avenue to 2nd Avenue,22nd Street and all
of Bank Street from 20th Street to 22nd Street, from the hours of 9:00 AJ!. to
6:00 P.M., Monday through Saturday.

Upon a vote motion carried.

I

The Recorder presented a request from the Muscular Dystrophy Association of
America, Inc. asking the permission to holdtheir annual fund raising campaign during
the period of November 15, to December 15, 1971* a house to house march to be held
on December 5* and the solicitation will be in form of canisters placed in
business establishments during the entire period of the campaign.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to give the Muscular
Dystrophy Association permission to hold their annual fund raising campaign. Upon
a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen reported a junk car between lUth Street and 15th Street on
Third Avenue, the Mayor said he thought that this was not on the street property
but private property, and in answer to Councilman Allen's question on the amount
of right of way the City has, the Mayor said 33 feet.
Councilman Allen said the car is on City property.

I
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Councilman Goodwin reported there were two station wagons that have been

I

sitting all summer just below Jim Walter Homes on the State Highway.
Councilman Tidquist reported a car body on 2nd Avenue at 13th Street.
Councilman Goodwin reported on his survey of Third Avenue for street lights,
there are three burned out.
Councilman Goodwin said the lights on Third Avenue are no worse then the
street lights on 2nd Avenue. What we need is a complete survey of the whole
town in an effort to up grade all the lights, that we need to up grade a few
at a time.
The Mayor said that he was having a meeting with Ken Judy of the Appalachian
Power Company and he will mention this to him.
Councilman Goodwin said if we had a plan to go by, that within four years
we could do a lot better than just one or two a month.

I

The Mayor said it will probably take an additional k thousand dollars a year
to up grade the whole town.
Councilman Tidquist asked if this would include the lights in the new
Brookhaven Area.
The Mayor said no, that the Committee will make the recommendations for this
new section.
Councilman Kniceley reported a garbage situation at i|l6 - Uth Street, that
he understands they do not pay the Municipal Service Fees.
It was brought out that this house has been brought in question before, that
the garbage situation there has always been bad. A Police Officer and superintendent will make a call on the tenants of I±l6 - Uth Street.
Councilman Alloi moved, seconded by CouncilmanGoodwin, that the Attorney
be requested to draw an Ordinance pertaining to business houses sweeping debris,

I

trash, oil and so forth from their places of business onto City Streets and sidewalks. Upon a vote motion carried.
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Councilman Graves reported that Mr. Brewer, owner of the Twin Convalescent
Home on 23rd Street, had a quiet sign in front of his house and the Police have
taken out the sign and thatbthat the sign belonged to him and he would like to have

I

the sign back.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor adjourned the meeting.
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November 16, 1971

I

The City Council net in regular session Tuesday, November 16, 1971.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, T)r. R. V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr; Dr. L. t. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist.

Councilman Kenton L. Williamson being absent.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor'Alexander.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
November 2, 1971 be approved.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Financial
Statement for October 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley reported that the condition at 1|16 - l;th Street still
exists and that a family had moved in about five weeks ago and left this past
Friday night. He introducted two residents to the Council from Uth Street

I

who concurred with him regarding the situation existing at Ul6. It wa s pointed
OTJ+- that the house belongs to Mr. Fred Pauley.
Councilman Kniceley said that this is the third family that has lived In
this house and that every time the City has had to haul away the trash that
the service has not been paid for.
Bob Lovejoy said it washis opinion that the house was not fit to live in
and suggested that Council take a look at the house.
In answer to question on condemnation, the Mayor said the Circuit Court
would have to condem the property.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question on the legal aspect, the Mayor
said that we can not force a property owner to pay the bill for hraling away
the trash. The residents of Uth Street also brought out the fact that raw
sewage flows across the road.

I

Luke Michael, attorney, thought this would be a matter for the Health
Department.

Mr. Lovejoy said the Health Department had been called and that

they told him to let the City know abotit the situation.
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Councilman Kniceley told Council that a tree had fallen on the propertylast March and that it is still there. It was suggested that Mr. Pauley be
called and asked to attend the next Council meeting.

I

The Recorder reported that she had compiled with direction of Council
by Ordinance heretofore adopted and had duly advertisied for bids for permanently improving and constructing by repairing, surfacing, resurfacing,
grading, draining, and curbing upon and along Forty First Street, from
its intersection with West Virginia State Route 2% (First Avenue) to its
intersection with Second Avenue; Cleveland Avenue from the southerly right of
way line of west Virginia State Route 25 to the northerly right of way line
of Perm Central Railroad and itsintersection with Michigan Avenue; Eleventh
Street from its intersection with West Virginia State Route 25> (First Avenue)
to its intersection with Third Avenue; Twelfth Street from its intersection with
Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue; Fourteenth Street from its
intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue; Seventeenth

I

Street from its intersection with West Virginia State Route 25 (First Avenue)
to its intersection with Second Avenue; Short Street from its intersection
with Penwood Avenue to its intersection with Grafton Avenue; Second Avenue
(Sidewalk only) beinginng at a point opposite the southerly property line of
22nd Street and extending southerly toward 21st Street for a distance of 26
feet, more or less, on the East sideof Second Avenue; Twentieth Street (Sidewalk only) beginning on the west right of way line of Wintz Avenue and extending
westerly 37 feet, moreor less, Twenty-Third Street (Sidewalk only) beginning
at the common corner of Lots Nos. 2309 and 2311, and running in the easterly
direction 100 feet, more or less, in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a responsible
paper of general circulatuion in the City of Nitro for two successive weeks as
required of said Ordinance.
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, that the publishers

I

affidavit Ibe made a part of the minutes of this meeting.

Upon a vote motion

carried.
The Recorder presented three sealed bids submitted by Superior Paving Company,

Black Rock Contracting Inc. and Orders and Haynes Paving Company.
The Council proceeded to opsn bids and read as follows:
SUPERIOR PAVING CO.
Unit 1 Item No . 1

nit 2

Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No .
No.

2
3
h
5
6
7
8
9

Unit Price
Unit Price
Unit-Price
Unit Price
Unit Price
Unit Price
Unit Price
Unit Price
Unit Price
TOTAL BID

n

I

Unit 2

. 10
1.00
H* .50
18.50

iU.50
90.00
3.00
7.00

250.00

Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid
Total Bid

982.00
595.00
7,902.5o
U,U92.5o

1,015.00
90.00
U35.oo
35o.oo
7,187.50

$ 20,6U9.50

BIACK ROCK CONTRACTING INC.
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item

No. 1
No. 2
No. 3
No. U
No. 5
No. 6
No. 7
No. 8
No. 9

Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
TOTAL BID

.08
.80

19.50
21.50
19.50

150.00
8.00

10.00
J-i.25

Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total

Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid

785.60
U76.00
10,627.50
8,707.50
1,365.00
l5o.oo
1,160.00

Total Bid
Total Bid

U91.00
595.00
9,265.00
6,885.00

5oo.oo

3,038.75

$ 26,810.35

ORDERS AND HAYNES PAVING COMPANY

Unit 1

Unit 2

I

Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item

No.
N0.
NO •
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

1
2
3
U
5
6
7
8
9

Unit Price
Unit Price
Units Price

Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
Price
TOTAL BID

.05

1.00
17.00

17.00

17.00
200.00

U.oo
6.00
3.20

Total Bid

Total
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total

Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid
Bid

1,190.00
200.00
58o.oo
300.00
2,288.00

$ 21.79U.OO

Jess Gandee, the Engineer, explained to Council the probability of changing
type three to type two of the wearing course. He added thatit was the only way
to get away from using a sealer andit may bring the cost down oonsiderbly. Mr.
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Gandee said he would like to take the bids and verify them and try to come
up with a new cost in order that we may see where we stand on the cost we have given
up the people.

I

He said he thought it would be realitively close with the exception of the
cost of the sidewalks.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, that Mr. Gandee
take the bids and work up a new cost to be presented to Council at the December
7 meeting.
Councilman Allen asked what time of year would the paving be done.
The Mayor said that we could set up a certain time or say that it will not
be done until spring.

It is not advisable to pave if the temperature is not

above Uo degrees.
Councilman Khiceley said that another situation we considered was the
completion of the water line installation.
In discussion of the water line installation, Councilman Goodwin reported

I

that on the main highway there were not caution lights and there is quite an
amount of dirt on the right hand side of the highway.
In discussion of traffic problem on 2l4.th, 25>th, 26th, and 2?th Streets,
Councilman Allen asked if everyone had looked at the situation.
Councilman Goodwin said he had looked it over and he was of the opinion
it should be made all one way.
Councilman Hoke suggested putting this in on temporary basis and that the
Council could change it in six months if it does not work out.
It was decided to consider this again at the next Council meeting.
In the matter of the amendment to the Traffic Ordinance, it was
pointed out that 2nd Avenue (20th Street - 22nd Street) had been left out,
The Council asked that this be a part of the Ordinance.
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The Council discussed the area of 21st Street from 1st Avenue to 3rd Avenae,

I

and it was felt that the parking spaces would be sufficient.
The Council questioned the fine of $ 10.00 being too high and asked that it

be reducwd.to $ 5.00.
Councilman Khiceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept the
traffic Ordinance for Second Reading.

Upon t>. vote motion carried.

Councilman Khiceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the amendment
to the Traffic Ordinance be accepted for passage and be affective as of
November 16, 1971.

Upon a vote motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE TIME LIMIT FOR PARKING
OR VEHICLES ON CERTAIN STREETS IN THE CITY OF
NITRO: AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION
THEREOF.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
SECTION 1.

I

It shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle, motor
driven or otherwise, on any street or public way hereinafter designated, for a period of time longer than two (2) hours, between the
house of 9:00 o'clock A.M. and 6:00 o'clock P.M. from Monday through
Saturday of each week; said limited parking shall apply to the following
areas:
(a) Twenty-Second Street, beginning with its intersection with First
Avenue and extending to its intersection with Second Avenue.
(b) Twenty-First Street, beginning with its intersection with First
Avenue extending to its intersection with Second Avenue.
(c) Twentieth Street, beginning with its Intersection with First
Avenue and extending to its intersection with Second Avenue.

I

(d) Bank Street, beginning with its intersection with Twentierth Street
and p^tending to its intersection with Twenty-Second Street.
(e) Second Avenue beginning with it intersection with Twentierth Street and
extending to its intersection with Twenty-Second Street.
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SECTION 2.
It shall be the duty of the Chief of Police to have signs erected giving
notice thereof that no person shall park such vehicles longer then the time

I

permitted during the specified hours when parking time is limited.
SECTION 3.

Penalties.

Whoever violates this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall be fined not less than $ 5-00 nor more than $ 100.00. Any vehicle reiriaining more than one hour after the two hour expiration time shall be deemed
guilty of a separate violation and shall be subject to be finedand shall be
subject to the same peanlties as the first violation.
This ordinance shall become effective upon passage.
In discussion of the Chief of Police reporting of junk cars it was pointed
out that the St-to Police were using a Company located on Roxalana Road in
Dunbar to dispose of the.'cars and junkers.
Mr. Michael, said that he would take a look at the Ordinance and that we
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may have to make a change on it.
Councilman Hoke reported the Service Station on 8th Street had several
junk cars.'
The Recorder »lso informed Council that Chief Palmer said the quiet signs
that were removed from the rest home on '41st Street did belong to the City.
The Council then disucssed the Ordinance prohibiting the sweeping or
washing of refuse and trash into the streets or public ways in the City of
Kitrpl and providing penalties for the violation thereof.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin to accept the
Ordinance for First Reading. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor reported to Council that we are having many problem with people
parking trailers and campers in front of their homes. In some places where
the street is narrow the residents do not have room to park their vehicles.
Councilman Allen said he thought the Planning Commission should make

I
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recommendations to the Council on this matter.
Councilman Iloke reported that one of the trailers at Torch Mobile Homes belonging too Jack Cochran on 1st Avenue South, seemed to be parked on the road
right of way.
The Mayor reported to Council that he had asked for and was reasonably
sure that he would be able to get an emergency labor crew through the County
and he planned to havethe crew clean the creek from the Dam site all the waythrough to I 61;. The Mayor explained that there are 7 men in a crew and that
he had asked for one man to work with the Federal Engineer at the Water Shed.
We are supposed to pay 10 percent of the crews pay, however, he was trying
to work out and using an inkind service in that we would use our trucks which
would take care of the 10 percent, however, he did not know if this could be
worked out, but if we had to pay 10 percent it would not amount to a whole lot.

I

Councilman Goodwin brought up the bad condition of all the railroad
crossings.

The Mayor said he had done about everything he could. He had talked

to officials of Penn Central Railroad, also called and talked to Bob Kay, their
Attorney, he had even asked the Chief Engineer if fee would give uspermission to
black top the crossings, but that they did not permit us to do that.
Councilman Tidquist reportedfciu.arequest for street light on 106 Okey
Avenue, explaining that the reason that person wants the light is that
her husban works shift work and that there are prowlers at night. He explained
thr.t there was a pole at the corner of the lot. He asked that the Committee
check this area.
There being no furhter business and the agenda having been completed
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.

I
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December 7, 1971
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, December 7, 1771.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.V.
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Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr., L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Invocation was given by the Father Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity
Church of Nitro.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes
for the November 16th meeting be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Courc ilraan Williamson, the Financial
Statement for the month of November, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried,
Jesse Gandee, Engineer, presented the following tabulation of the Paving
Bids:
This is to report on the tabulation of bids and projected cost per
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property owner front, based on low bid unit costs, Project 1-71 received on
November 16, 1971:
TABULATION OF BIDS;
This is to certify that the bids of:

(1) Superior Paving Company
St. Albans, W.Va.
(2) Orders & Haynes Paving Company
So. Charleston, W.Va.
(3) Black - Rock Contracting, Inc.
Charleston, W.Va.
have been tabulated and found to be correct as submitted. The low bid that of
Superior Paving Company being $ 20,61*9.50. All bids submitted with proper bid
bond and no irregularties in the bids were detected.
PROJECTED COST PER PROPERTY OWNER FRONT FOOT - USING LOW BIDUNIT COSTS:
Using the bid unit costs of the superior Paving Company the fallowing
cost comparisons have been determined:
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STREETS

ENGR'S EST.

BID EST.

OVERRUN

Eleventh
Fourteenth
Twelvth
Seventeenth
Forty-First
Cleveland
Short

3.23
$ 3.10
3.1$
3.66
3.60
2.02
7.51

3.5U
$ 3.39
3.V?
3.95
3.93
2.66
8.86

0.31
$ 0.29
0.31
0.35
0.33
0.11*
0.35
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PERCENTAGE

+39 .88
+ 9.79
9.89
9.6U
8.93
5.90
17.96

The low bid on the sidewalk item exceeded theEngineers Estimate by
0.67$, ie. $ 2.50 per square foot as opposed to the estimate of $ 1.50 per square
foot.
CONCLUSIONS:
Due to the reduction of the bid quantities in the finalized project
an increase in unit cost of approximately ten :(10) percent resulted. This will
in a sixty foot assessment effect increases from a low of $ 18.60 to a high of
$ 21.00 in -the twenty-seven foot street resurfacings on Cleveland Avenue the
increase is within expected limits.
RECOMMENDATIONS i

Proceed with the paving of all streets, other than Short Street. Place
Short Street in a future program with hope that a reasonable bid on asphaltic
curb can be obtained.
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Jesse 8. Gandee, Project Coordinator
In discussion of the report, Councilman Hoke asked why Short Street overrun

the Engineer Estimate so much. The Engineer said this was due to the curb on
one side of the street. Councilman Tidquist said there was not a curb mentioned
when the cost was given and asked if the people knew that there was to be a
curb.
Councilman Allen said the people did not know there was going to be a curb
installed. The Engineer said curb was in the plans and was necessary to take
care of the surface water.
The Engineer explained that a special piece of machinery had to be brought
in for the installation of the» curb.
Councilman Hoke said that he thought the property owners of Short Street
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should be brought in and give them the facts Regarding the paving of the street.
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Councilman Allen said he could not in his mind think that we discussed the
curb on Short Street. That the estimate from The Eingineer was given the people
and that they did not know we were putting in a curb.
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The Mayor said three people will have to be contacted since this is
over the 10 percent of the Engineer's Estimate.
Inaiswer to the Recorder's question in case Short Street should be deleted
from the contract, what affect would it have on the other cost. The Engineer
said none.
The Mayor told Council if they wished he would contact the property onwers
regarding this matter before next meeting.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to hold in
abeyance the awarding of Bid for Short Street paving until next Council meeting.
Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Balance of the
Paving Program be awarded to Superior Paving Company, the low bidder. Upon a
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vote motion carried.
The Engineer told Council that they had 60 days to accept the bid.
There was no discussion on the Water Line Installation.
There was no discussion on the Traffic Problem on 2i*th, 25th,s26th and
2?th Streets.
Council was informed that the problem at 1(16 - Uth Street had been taken
care of.
Luke Michael, Attorney, told Council that he had not had the time to make
a study on Ordinance regarding Junk cars. He would have it ready by the next
Council meeting.
The Council then discussed the Ordinance prohibiting the sweeping or
washing of refuse and trash into the streets or public ways in the City of Nitro,
and restricting the use of street rubbish cans; and providing penalties for the
violation thereof.
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Councilman Hoke said that when trash is picked up it is sometimes scattered
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on the ground, is there something in the Ordinance pertaining to this.
The Mayor pointed out that the purpose of the Ordinance is to stop business

houses from sweeping or putting trash into the City streets.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Craves, to accept the
Ordinance prohibiting the sweeping or washing of refuse and trash into the
streets or public ways in the City of Nitro, and restricting the use of street
rubbish cans; and providing penalties for the violation thereof, fttpoSaoowlbe
Be*dingiarBperi.a vote motion carried.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to accept for passage
the Ordinance prohibiting the sweeping or washing of refuse and trash into the
streets or public ways in the City of Nitro, and restricting the use of street
rubbish cans; and providing penalties for the violation -thereof.
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE SWEEPING OR
WASHING OR REFUSE AND TRASH INTO THE STREETS
OR PUBLIC WATS IN THE CITY OF NITRO, MD
RESTRICTING THE USE OF STREET RUBBISH CANS:
AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION
THEREOF.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
SECTION 1:

DEFINITIONS.

The following definitions shall be used in interpreting this Article:
REFUSE: All sweepings, washings, cleanings, trash, rubbish, littler, garbage,
industrial or domestic waste, organic wastes, vegetable matter, dirt, waste
material from garages and service stations.
TRASH: Waste material containing no putrid material or organic waste,
combustible trash, capable of being burned and non-combustible trash, which is
not capable of being burned.
SECTION 2.
It shall be unalwfulfor any person, firm or corporation using or occupying
in any manner or for any purpose whatsoever, any house, store, shop, garage,
service station, church, or pullic buildings of every description, used occupied
or owned by them or under their charge, to sweep, wash or dispose of any refuse or trabh
as defined in this ordinance onto any sidewalk, street or public way within the
City of Nitro, or sweep or wash same across any sidewalk into any street, highway
or other public place.
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SECTION 3. STSSES RUBBISH CANS.
It shall be unlawful for any persons to use the streetrrubbish cans for any
purposes whatsoever except the deposit by pedestrians of fruit peelings, and
refuse from unconsumed fruit, newspapers, letters, wrapping paper and other such
papers, refuse and trash as may be cast away by passersby on the street, and it
shall be unlawful for such pedestrians or passersby to throw any such substances
upon the streets, sidewalks, gutters, open spaces, vacant lots, spaces between
houses or in any other place than the cans designated forthe deposit of such
articles. It shall be unlawful for the owner, occupant, lessee, janitor or employee
of any building or room within the City, or for any other person to deposit
in the street rubbish cans, any garbage, decayed fruit, night soil, filth,
papers, trash, sweepings, fruit skins, boxes, cartons, slpps or liquid matter
of any kind or nature whatsoever, which may have been removed from or which may
have accumulated in any storeroom, office, restaurant, sleeping room orany other
room or place within the City.
SECTDN U.
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PENALTIES.

Whoever violates this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than $ 2$.00 nor more than $ 100.00
This ordinance shall become effective apon passage.
DATEOF PASSAGE

December 7, 1971 •

The Mayor and Council then discussed enacting an Ordinance prohibitng
Camper Trailers being parked on City Streets.
The Mayor told Council that he would check with other towns and get a
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copy of their ordinance pertaining to Canpers parking on City Streets.
Councilman Tidquist reported on the request for street light at 106 Okey
Street, pointing out that the request was made for the street light in the middle
of the block, stating that there is a light at both ends of the street.
Council decided to table until the future any installation of street
lights.
The Mayor re-appointed the following as members of the Zoning Appeal
Board for a term of three years*
Mr. E. Bobert Hamilton, Mr. G. C. Alder son, Mr. John M. McDougal, Mr. Harry
Russell, and Mr. Kermit Thompson.
Councilman Hoke moved, eeconded by Councilman Ktticeley, to confirm the
Mayor's appointment of the Members of the Zoning Appeal Board, effective as
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of December 7, 1971.
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Upon a vote motion carried.

In discussion of questionable aases regarding Municipal Service, the
Mayor informed Council that a number of letters had been sent out and as of today we have picked up 1*1 new cusetters with a collection of $ 1,337*00. Some of
the people paid the full amount and some of the people are making payments.
The Mayor and Recorder explained to Council a couple of cases which have
been brought up sincethe letters have been sent out.

The cases are mostly

hardship.
The Council thought that it would be best to handle these cases individually
by presentation to the Council.
Luke Michael said that the Ordinance meant everybody should pay and that
meant every unit in a building.
The Mayor pointed out another question regarding these people who are out
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of town for several months at a time. That in the past they have not been
charged anything forthe months they were not here but this ordinance is a
little bit different. The Attorney said that perhaps the old rates could be
applied to these cases.
Councilman Hoke said that hardship cases should be brought before the
Council.
It was suggested that a personsiould write all the facts and information
out and let the Council make the decision.
The Mayor explained to Council that when we first enfeeedd into the program
of installation of recreation on the Watershed Project that we started out with
a£0-50 share in that the Federal Government paid £0 percent and the local paid
50 percent. Now that we have picked up an additional 60 thousand from the

I

Appalachia Fund, that it is necessary that we pass an Amendment No. 1 to
project agreement for construction of basiccreereation facilities by contract.
The Mayor explained to Council that this 60 thousand was to be turned over to

168
the Soil Conservation Service, Department of Agriculture and be appended from
this department.
This means that the Federal pays 80 percent and local pays 20 percent on
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the Recreational Project.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept Amendment
No. 1 to project agreement for construction of basic recreation facilities by contract, to change the cost share ratiorifrora $0% Service *»c$Q% Sponsoring Local
Organization to &0% Service - 20$ Sponsoring Local Organization.
Councilman Allen said he would like to make a recommendation that our
garbage Landfill be covered more often. The Mayor said that we have been having
a few problems lately and asked if it was trash or garbage.
Councilman Hoke said it looked like trash to him.
Councilman Goodwin reported a place near Hog Fen Hollow between the highway
and railroad, that there as »n Upholstery place beside this area that is beginning
to look like a City dump. The Hay or said the owner would be contacted.
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Councilman Tidquist reported he had been called by a person from Easter
Road regarding the bad shape of the hill in that area. They would like to have
it taken care of befofe bad weather.
The question arose regarding this area being on the State Right of Way.
The Mayor said that we should have the State Road send us a map showing
what is the right of way.
The Mayor told Council they may be getting a few calls from people who
live above the old UOth Street Road. Our City limit line goes 200 feet above
UOth Street road and it has been necessary to measure the area to determine
whether or not the person was in the City limits.
The people outside the City limits are serviced by a private garbage
carrier who has a franchise and we can not infringe on the carriers franchise.
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Councilman Allen asked if our parking ordinance does not include feifeth sides
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of 20th Street. That he was not sure that we had included both sides of 20th Street.
It was pointed out that the Ordinance does indlude both sides of 20th Street

but the south side does not have any poles and the Barking signs will have to be
put on poles and set in concrete on the sidewalks and until the necessary signs
go tip that people are parking on that side.
Councilman Allen said it had been reported to him that City employees
were using that side of the street for pakking.
Councilman Tidquist asked if there was any way to help people parking across
the Main highway to cross the highway. The Mayor said if the people all went at
one time there would be no problems.
It was reported that the parking situation in the business area had been
helped with the restricted parking.
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Councilman Williamson reported the drop off in the sidewalk at the entrance

to the parking lot at the High School.

People are concerned of the danger of

falling.
The Mayor said he had talked to Mr. Paul Thomas regarding thic matter when
it was first installed and was promised it would be taken care of.
Councilman Williamson also suggested a place on Main Avenue that needed
taken care of. The Mayor said that he had only one man capable of diing this
job and that at the present time he was in Fla. due to illness in his family.
Councilman Williamson reported the ditch being filled up on Frederick Street.
The Mayor said that this has been cleared out a number of times and it seemed
that someof the residents there were using it as a dump.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.
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January kt 1972
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, January
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.V.
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Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist and KentonL. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend William W. Westlund of the First Presbyterian Church of Nitro
gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes for
December 7, 1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
There was no discussion on the Water Line Installation.
In the discussion of the traffic problem on 2ij.th, 25th, 26th and 27th Streets,
Councilman Allen asked if the Police Department had made a repott regarding their
recommendations for this area. The Mayor informed that the only recommendation
the Police Department had made was if Council made the streets one way that the
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streets should alternate.
Councilman Allen said if we do make the streets one way, how can we handle
truck traffic on 2Uth and 26th Streets. At present they are going up 25th Street
and coming down 26th Street. The Mayor explained that trucks have the right
to go up a street to make a delivery and are ilowed to circle and come out the
next street.
It was brought out that the town does need more loading and unloading area
for trucks.
In discussion on the Junk Car Ordinance, Mr. Michael, Attorney, said this
ordinance is as broad as can be made. He went on to say that before the Police
removed junk cars from private property that they should contact him.
The Council discussed an Ordinance prepared for regulating the parking of
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auto trailers and campers onthe Public streets, ways, alleys and roads within
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the city limits.
The Mayor told Council that he had received a letter from a citizen suggesting
that owners of any type vehicles park either on, or in front of their own property
and simultaneously reserve the curb line of residential property for the parking
of the owner or occupants.
In answer to Councilman Tidquist's question on what the other towns have been
doing regarding this matter, the Mayor said that we have ordinances from So.
Charleston and St. Albans, These ordinances deals with the parking spaces for
campers and the like. The Mayor pointed out that our problem is persons owning
these campers parking them in front of their homes and then their own vehicles
are being parked in front of some one elses home.
Councilman Tidquist said he had tried to allow parking on the First Baptist
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Church parking lot but the Officials had put up a chain. In discussion of this
matter it was pointed out that the church would stand a liability of any damages
or vandalism.
Councilman Williamson asked about visitors in town with campers. Would they
be allowed to park on the streets. According to this ordinance they would not.
Councilman Hoke said he understood that in some places where parking
was prohibited on streets that the Service Stations allowed parking on their
property .
Councilman Goodwin asked if we should consider boats as trailers and could
it be included in this sane ordinance.

Mr. Michael said it could be added. Also

it was pointed out that there are canper trucks.

It was pointed out that a lot

of people who own the canper trucks drive the trucks every day.
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The Mayor brought up another matter regarding the camper trailers, about parking
on vacant lots, and asked if it would be all right to park it there as long as it
was not used as living quarters.

According to the Zoning Ordinance this could not
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be allowed, as it is in the area designated for R-l.
Councilman Allen asked about contacting the Chairman of the Zoning Commission
regarding this matter. Mr. Michael said that it is the Council's duty to regulate
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streets.1
The Mayor reported on the trash at the upholstery place of business in the
south end of town stating that the man does have a permit from the State Health
Department but that he was told to keep it covered with dirt.
In discussion of the Paving For gram, the Mayor informed Council that we
had had no response from the property owners of Short Street. The person having
money in escrow came in and asked {tor his check.
The Mayor said that they had asked him if the 6ity would have any objections
to have a contractor go ahead and build the street and that he had told the
people that we would not have any objections as long as it met with specifications.
The Mayor reported that tee sidewalk along Second Avenue at the Nitro High
School had been taken care of.
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Councilman Goodwin reported to Council that he had been attending, as a
City representative, the Kanawha Valley Regional Development Authority meetings.
The Charter dictates that in order to be a member youbmust pay an mount of
$500.00. Charleston has two members, Kanawha County Court has two members and
St. Alb an s has one member. Charleston has given 25> hundred dollars for a survey
and along with this they get additional votes, and that he had strongly opposed
to this. He told Council that he did not feel that the City-dfrJIitarotirttid get :
anything from paying and that he did not Beel that he was adding anything to this
Authority and was requesting to be taken off.
The Mayor asked Council if they felt we should have someone on the Regional
Development Authority.
Councilman Allen said he felt that Councilman Goodwin had expressed it well.
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Thereupon Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williams, to withdraw Councilman Goodwin, as representative for Nitro, from the Kanawha Valley Regional
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Development Authority. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tldquist reported that the street light in front of the Holy
Trinity Catholic Church had hot been replaced and also the hand rail on UOth Street
had net been fixed.
Councilman Tidquist also reported that the mud condition still exists on 15th St.
Councilman Hoke said he talked to Ray Ellis, the property owner, who said he
would give permission to the City to make a scoop lowering the drain «o that
the water coming off the hill will run into the ditch.
The Mayor said that Mr. Ellis had been in to talk to him and that he informed
him that he would not do anything.
It was pointed out that the maximum right of way on Third Avenue is 33 feet,
and that in some places it is very shallow.
The Mayor reported tb Council that the City is in trouble with the Air
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Pollution Authority. The trash we have been hauling we have been burning. Someoneis continually reporting the City for burning to the Air Pollution Authority.
The Mayor went on to say that the Regional Development Authority are endeavering
to work out a Solid Waste Landfill to take care of all the towns in this area. They
all have the same problem. The Mayor reported that he had told Mr. Beard of the Air
Pollution Authority that if they stopped the City from burning the trash in one place
that they would he confronted with fires in a lot of places, in that the City would
have to stop hauling the trash.
Councilman Allen reported a drainage problem at Smith Street. The tile
under the street is not connected. This seems to have happened when the Tennessee
Gas Transmission made thier last repairs.
There being no furhter business and the agenda' having been completed, Councilman
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Hoke moved,the meeting adjourned.

K

Mayor, ¥. W. Alexander

Recorder, Grace Lewis
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January 18, 1972
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, January 18, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.
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Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jrl, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist,
members of City Council. Councilman Kenneth K. Khcfeley and Kenton L. Williamson
being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes for
January k, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Financial
Statement for the month of December and Reconciliation of Budget to December 31,
1971 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor and Council discussed the cost of garbage expenses, the Reconciliation
Sheet showing that the item was just short of money allocated for the complete year.
The cost on the up keep of the old equipment being the main reason of this item
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being so high.
The Mayor informed Council that we had a fire truck broke down and it was
necessary to send the truck into the factory in Columbus. He had sent men to
Bridgepert to pick up a fire truck to be used while our truck is being repaired.
In answer to question on the purchase of the last garbage truck Council was
informed it was in 1969.
Councilman Allen said there was no way that the expense in the Garbage
Department will come down that the equipment is all getting older.
In the discussion of the Water Line Installation, Councilman Tidquist pointed
out that a section of 2nd Avenue close to Holman's Garage, there are several bad
holes that should be filled in.
The Mayor said he had talked to Harry Curtis and Mr. Curtis says that the only
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time patch work can be done-is when the company is making black top.
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Councilman Allen said several people had talked to him and asked what will
be done to 2nd Avenue. The Msgror said that the Water Company has agreed to do what
this Council wants done. Mr. Murphy of the Water Company said this Council was to
be satisfied. It will probably be necessary to resurface the whole street. That
part that was escavated will be taken out and concrete poured and then black top
feathering out at the curbs.
Councilman Tidquist asked what will happen to the curbs. People are wondering
if there will be any curb left.
The Mayor said that the resurfacing will feather it at the curb.
Councilman Allen noted the place on 2?th Street in the middle of the street.
The Witter Company is responsible for the damage.
Councilman Allen asked if other members of the Taaffic Committee had looked
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at the situation on 2Uth, 25th, 26th, and 2?th Streets.
Councilman Graves said he had but that he did not know just what should be
done.
Councilman Allen asked if the Committee thought there is a need for something
done to improve it. He said that the other morning when he went by five trucks
were parked at Doyles Market, wemight establish loading zones. The trucks were
on both sides of 25th Street. The people of 25th Street should not be taken
advantage of by the heavy trucks.
Councilsisr. Allen ssdd he would talk to Mr. Boggess about establishing loading
zones.
Councilman Hoke reported he sees trucks traveling 22nd Street from Salman
Motor Sales.
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In discussion of the camper ordinance, the Mayor asked if there was anything
the Council wished to add to the Ordinance. Councilman Allen said he had calls, one

176
Persons owns a truck, camper, and a car and lives on a UOfoot lot. Also he had a
call from a person owning a camper on a pick up truck, which he used all the time.
Councilman Hoke proposed we pass the Ordinance for the residential area only.
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The Mayor said that the Volkswagon camper and such are registered Class A
and Pick Up trucks are registered Class B. That it will be necessary to do more
checking on the Class A.
Councilman Hoke pointed out that the streets are controlled by the City
Council, if we pass this type of Ordinance it is not our responsibility to find a
place for people to park their campers. We have to do what is good for the whole
community.
It was agreed more thought should be given to this matter and discussed
again at the next meeting.
The Mayor explained the Organization of BIDGC «T«r»l years ago, which the
City of Nitro belonged to. This organization was responsible for brining in
the Ordinance Plant in South Charleston. The Organization having been enactive
for several years and now is affiliated with the Committee of 100.
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The BIDOO organization is in a position to secure financing and the Committee
of 100 is using BIDCO for financing purposes.
THE BIDCO organization has sent statements for member snip dues, the City of
Nitro dues being $ 100.00.
The Bank of Nitro is a mestoer of BIDCO, as are most of the banks in Charleston,
also quite a few business houses are members.
Councilman Hoke asked the advantage of belonging to this organization.
The Mayor explained that BIDCO could be the means of securing funds for
industires locating in the recently announced area purchased from Monsanto, which
had formerly been a gulf course. It could mean 12 to 1$ hundred employees working
in this area.
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Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the City pay the $ 100.00

I

dues to BIDCO. Upon a vote motion carried.
On Councilman Allen's question regarding Frederick Street, the Mayor said the
Attorney is checking this out. He was of the opinion that anytime a person is
installing drainage slong the State Highway, it was necessary to install proper
drainage to take care of that particular area. The minimum is 15" and the owner
of the property is required to secure a permit from the Department of Highway.
Councilman Tidquist reported a call he had received concerning the Municipal
Service Fee. It was explained that anyone who felt their circumstances were such
that they could not pay the full $ 5.00, that a full explanation should be written
to Council.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.
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Mayor

I

\ Recorder
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February 1, 1972
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, February 1, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander} Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.
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V. Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr., Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth
Kniceley and Hugo D. Tidquist, members of City Council. Councilman Kenton
L. Williamson being absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes for
January 18, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor explained the Water Company had been checking Second Avenue
this week.
Councilman Allen told Council he wants to check all business houses in
the area of 2Uth, 2£th, 26th and 2?th Streets before making a decision on the
traffic situation.
The Mayor and Council discussed Ordinance prohibiting camper trailers
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being parked on City Streets. In answer to councilmans Hoke's question of
changes in the Ordinance, the Mayor said this is the original Ordinance.
Council was informed, only two towns had sent copies of a similar
Ordinance, however, the Ordinance dealt mostly with parking lots for
camper trailers.
Councilman Kniceley told Council he had spent time checking his area
and there were not many trailers. He also said he felt we should take a
good look before restricting the parking, that there were a lot of aspects
to be considered and there were no easy solutions.
The Recorder presented the following request and estimated expenses for
1972 - 73 from Board of Trustees of Nitro Firemen's Pension or Relief Fund:
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I
TO WHOM IT MAX CONCERN:

The Nitro Firemen's Board of Trustees estimated expenditures
for the year 1970-71 was $3,599.50, but only received $2,ltU6.50.
We are asking for the balance of $1,153*00 immediately. We are
basing our demands on Article 539, Section 1l*, Chapter 8 of the
Firemen's Pension Law, which says we are to receive the full amount
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of 10$ for investment. We would appreciate your prompt attention
to this matter.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SS E. W. Hedrick. Sect.

I
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January 13, 1972
Meeting was called to Order at 10:00 A.M.

There were present: W. W. Alexander; Chairman, E. W. Hedrickj Secretary,
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C. C. Harris, K. K. King, D. R. Rawlings and J. L. Stover.
Denver Rawlings moved, seconded by James Stover, to accept Estimated
Expenses for the fiscal year 1972-73• Upon a vote motion carried.
Clyde Harris moved, seconded by Denver Rawlings, to ask the City Government in proper form for additional money for years 1971, 1972 and 1973,
pertaining to Article 539, Section 1li of the Pension Law.

Estimated Expenses For 1972 - 1973
Nitro Firemen's Pension Or Relief Fund
1. Pocatalico Insurance Company

$

2. State Tax Commissioner

23.00
18.00

3. C. M. McDaniel's Retirement

3,221.28

k. Miscellaneous

10.00
3,272.20

5. 10J6 for Investment

$

I

327.22
3,599.50
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The Mayor and Council discussed this request. The big question was
where we wiH get the money.
Councilman Allen asked if their funds were audited. Council was informed that the funds were audited every year by the State Tax Commissioner.
The Recorder presented the finicial statement for year 1970-71 also the
complete file of the savings account for this Fund, which showed a balance
of $22,337.11 at the end of June, 1971.
The Mayor suggested referring this matter to the Attorney.
There upon, Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist,
Council refer the request to the Attorney with understanding they take action
as to the Attorney's advice. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder presented two requests:
1. Kanawha Valley Heart Association requesting permission to conduct its

I

annual Heart Fund Drive during month of February 1972.
2. Muscular Dystrophy Association of America, Inc., requesting permission
.to conduct Tag Day Saturday, March 11, 1972.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, permission be
granted to Kanawha Valley Heart Association and Muscular Dystrophy Association
of America, Inc., to conduct their drives. Motion carried.
Councilman Allen said if we have the opportunity before summer, that
ditch be reopened near railroad from Walker to Kapoc. The Mayor concurred and
added that signs should be erected prohibiting trash being dumped.
Council discussed an occupancy law and possibility of collecting Business
and Occupation Taxes from contractors when a building permit is secured.

I
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Mayor Alexander appointed Councilman Allen, Goodwin and Graves as
a Special Committee to check occupancy and the Collection of Business and

I

Occupation Tax from builders.
Councilman Graves reported he had received a call from a concerned
citizen regarding the violence in the Newspaper Strike.
The Mayor said he had talked to the Police Officers asking them to
keep close watch on the delivery of the Newspapers in town, as that is the
time of most of the trouble. Mayor went on to explain that we do not want
anyone to think we are getting into the labor problem, but when the law
is violated than an arrest will be made.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.

I
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February l£, 1972

I

The City Council met in regular sestion Tuesday, February 1J>, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.V.
Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Knlceley, Hugo D. Tidquist
and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the City Council.

Dr. L. I. Hoke being absent.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
Father Leroy Beyer, of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church, gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the minutes
of February. 1. 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried. .. „.
.n „
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman (Sraves. the Financial Statement
for the month of January. 1972, be, approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Mayor Alexander tola Council he Intended to request Water Line Contractor
to patch up some bad places on Second Avenue.
Councilman Allen reported talking to a number of business owners in the area
from 2lith to 27th Streets. Most of the owners are not in favor of making streets
one-way, and these people pay Business & Occupation taxes to the City. Most persons

I

he has talked with want their particular street, if made one way, from Second
to First Avenue.

Councilman Allen asked other members of Committee to talk to

owners of business houses and the people of these streets.
Councilman Tidquist said he had checked this situation and wondered if it can
be improved, he did not feel that we should take away from one person to give to
another, that he did not feel this would be fair.
Councilman Allen suggested asking some person from each street to attend
the next Council meeting, also pointing out that 25th Street was carrying J>0 to 60
percent of the traffic.
Mayor told Council that he had been told by some persons on 2Uth Street
they wished the street left as it is.

I
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Councilman Alien said he has had only one call regarding 27thStreet, he had
had a lot of complaints from 2$th Street during tax time when H & R Block are busy.
Mayor and Council discussed the Ordinance pertaining to camper trailers.
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Councilman Kniceley said unless we could come up with definite improvements, not
to bother with passing an Ordinance.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, to table this
matter for time being. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor and Council discussed request from Nitro Firemen's Board of Trustee
f or the amount of $1,153.00, as ten percent of their estimated expenditures for
the year 1970-71.
The Recorder explained this was one of the subjects written in "Remarks" in
the State Tax Commissioner's Audit for this particular year, reciting the law as
follows:
Chapter 8, Article 22, Section 19, 1931, Code of West Virginia, as amended,
states, in part, as follows:

I

"In every municipality in which there shall be a policemen's pension and
relief fund or a firemen's pension and relief fund, or both, the same shall be
maintained as follows:

The governing body of the municipality shall levy annually...

a tax at such rate as will, after crediting all interest, if any, to be received
in such year from the investments of the respective boards, provide funds equal
to the sum of (1) the full amount of estimated expenditures of the board of
trustees of the respective funds, and (2) an additional amount equal to ten
percent of such estimated expenditures, said ten percent amount to be taken,
accumulated and invested, if possible, as surplus reserve: Provided, that in no
event shall such levy for each of the respective boards of trustees be less than
one cent nor more than five cents on each one hundred dollars of real and personal
property as listed for taxation in such municipality."

I
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Attorney Michael explained the law to Council, also pointing out the Firemen

I

had not computed the interest correctly, in that they failed to deduct the amount
of interest earned on their savings account. Mr. Michael told Council the way he
felt this ten percent interest should be figured.

Estimated expenditures & 10

percent interest, deduct amount one percent of assessed valuation contributed by
City, also deduct amount of earned interest for the particular year gives the amount
due the fund for investment.

In -this case $289.28.

Mayor asked Council if they wished to delay action on this matter and check
into it further.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, this matter be
tabled until next Council meeting. Upon a vote mo lion carried.
The Recorder told Council that it would be necessary for the Nitro Firemen's
Board to submit a revised estimated expenditure for the year 1972-73 as the law

I

had been changed regarding the retirees, instead of $0% of wages, it waaiow
Councilman Goodwin submitted the following report:

OCCUPANCY PERMIT
A permit must be obtained before any building is to be occupied.
Permit must specify the use of building or property, if use is to be
residential, business or industrial.
Major Requirements:
Zoning Restrictions
Sanitary Facilities
Fire Safety Electrical
Fire Safety Heating Plant
Inspection before occupancy
Owner of property to be responsible for permit and compliance.
Cost of Permit:

I

Residential
Business
Industrial
Penalty:
Fine or

$
$
$
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Councilman Goodwin said he did not know if the City had the right legally
to collect Business and Occupation Taxes from Contractors at the time building
permit was secured. The Mayor said this would need to be checked by the Attorney.
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The question of the owner being responsible for the Business and Occupation
Taxes on a building, the Mayor told Council the State of West Virginia holds back
a percentage of a contract until payment of all taxes has been confirmed.
Councilman Allen suggested that occupancy permit not be issued until all
taxes have been satisfied.
Councilman Goodwin said this could be taken care of on new construction.
The Recorder read portions from Remarks of Audit by State Tax Commissioner's
Office as follows:
Official and Performance Bonds :
Invoices and vouchers pertaining to faithful performances bonds of employees
requiring same were examined and found to be adequate and in order with one
exception. The municipal bond of the Sheriff of Kanawha County and the Sheriff
of Putnam County was not executed as requred by law.
Chapter lla, Article 1, Section 1J>, 1931, Code of West Virginia, as amended,
states, in part: "For the faithful performances of this duty, he shall execute a
bond, to be approved by the municipal council, in the penalty to be fixed by the
council not to exceed the amount of municipal taxes which it is estimated he will
collect within any period of two months. The premium on such bond shall be
paid by the municipality.

I

Sheriffs' Remittances to City of Municipal Taxes:
It was determined during the course of this examination that neither the
Sheriff of Kanawha County nor the Sheriff of Putnam County had remitted municipal
tax collections to the City of Nitro as required by law.
Chapter lla, Article.1, Section l£, 1931, Code of West Virginia, as amended,
states, in partj "Each month the sheriff shall pay all taxes collected for any
municipal corporation into the treasury of such corporation, payment to be made
on or before the fifth day of each month of all taxes collected during the
preceding month.... .Every sheriff who fails to make any payment when due shall
be charged with interest at the rate of twelve per cent per annum."
Collateral or Depository Bonds:
All City monies are deposited with the Bank of Nitro, Nitro, West Virginia,
which provides coverage in the amount of $100,000.00 in the substance of United
States Treasury Notes bearing interest at the rate of 8 I/Q% per annum, due Aggust
15, 1973. This coverage is considered adequate for the deposits of the City of
Nitro.
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the Sheriff of

I

Kanawha County secure bond in amount of $100.000.00, Sheriff of Putnam County
secure bond in amount of $10.000.00. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Sheriff of Kanawha
County and Sheriff of Putnam County be advised that City of Nitro expects payment
of all taxes on or before the fifth day of each month collected during the preceding month. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen presented copies of the following letter to members of
Council:

February 15, 1972

There have been several meetings on "Drugs of Abuse" sponsored by Nitro High
School P.T. A. group. In addition, the Nitro High School faculty has had several
inservice meetings on Drug Abuse.
It has been pointed out by school officials that it is necessary to have
city government cooperation to stem the tide of drugs in our area. School officials
and teachers can keep outsidexss from within the school building, however, city
government must in someway offer help in moving outsiders away from the Nitr»
High School.

I

In representing the feeling that exists, I am suggesting that City Government
consider:
1. An Ordinance similar to the one passed in Charleston making it unlawful
to be in the school or on the school grounds while school is in session
without going to the office, stating one's business and receiving permission
to be in the building.
2. That City Government in someway provide more police supervision before
school, at lunch and after school concerning out-of-schoolers hanging
around the school building.
I would strongly encourage you to consider the above suggestions at the
earliest possible time.
Sincerely yours,
Denzil Stonestreet, President
Nitro High School P.T.A.
The Mayor said he would try to secure a copy of the City of Charlestnn's
ordinance. He also told Council that two Police Officers were doing a lot of

I

work on the drug problem.
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Councilman Allen told Council that it was now necessary for the Principal
of the School to stand guard? at noon time, in one end of hallway and Vice Principal
in other end.

I

The Mayor told Council that Police Officers had been instructed to keep close
watch on the School and also the Warehouse.
Councilman Tidquist reported the Regional Wrestling Tournament was being held
at Nitro High School this weekend, also the State Wrestling Tournament was being
held the following weekend, that officials were asking for six Reserve Officers and
one Police Officer to be in the buiding. In discussion it was also pointed out that
a Reserve Officer should help with parking.
The Mayor advised Councilman Tidquist to meet with Chief Palmer and work
out the details.
Councilman Tidquist reported Easter Road being almost impassable, also asking
•.»

*'

if it had been determined how much of Easter Road was State right of way.
The Mayor explained that the Department of Highways did have a large right of
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way and the only way to pave this area was to pave the two sections at the same time
and the expenses be prorated over all property owners. He also said he was checking
into a place on Rocky Fork regarding cost of stone for some of the bad streets.
Councilman Khiceley reported the Park Board intended to purchase a new tractor
and were checking different makes as to their need.
Councilman Kniceley reported complaints on Estil & Greenley, Contractor,
carrying mud on streets in the Brookhaven Area.
Mayor told Council he had sent the Police out to see Mr. Greeneley and he
had been given orders to clean up the mud from the streets.
Mayor also reported a bad drainage problem on Brookhaven Drive, he was
having the Engineer check this problem.
Councilman Williamson ^reported complaint of signs being gone from dead end
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of Washington Avenue at back water.
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Cotmcilman Allen reported complaints of a Justice of the Peace maintaining

an office in the Brookhaven area.

In discussion it was pointed out this area was

zoned R-l and the Justice of the Peace should be given orders to close his office.
There being no further business aid the agenda having been completed, Councilman Kniceley moved the meeting adjourned.

I
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March 7, 1972
The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, March 1, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.V.

t

Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., Dr. L. I. Hoke, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K.Khiceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of the City Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend Bill Westlund of the First Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
February 15, 1972 be approved.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Mayor Alexander told Council that Mr. Dawson of the West Virginia Water
Company had been in to see him and they had discussed the repair of Second Avenue.
Mr. Dawson had said that the street would be repaired any time weather permitting
and the City Engineer after checking the streets could get in touch with the
Contractor representative. The Mayor told Council that he had stressed work not
be done until warmer weather.
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Councilman Tidquist asked if the sidewalks and curbs will be done first.
The Mayor said he thought so.

Councilman Hoke asked in the resurfacing what

specifications is to be used regarding the concrete. The Mayor informed that
portion of the street that has had excavation would be cut out and replaced with
6" concrete using a 6" overlap on each side of the excavated portion and then blacktop over the concrete.
In answer to Councilman Hoke and Tidquist's question regarding the reinforcement
the Mayor said that they seldom use reinforcement but in some case wire is used
and that the dirt should be well compacted under the concrete surface.
Councilman Hoke stressed that the City Engineer check Second Avenue and make
his recommendations.
There was no discussion ontthe traffic problem on 2lith, 25th, 26th, and 27th Sts.

I
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Council was informed that the Bo?rd of Trustees of the Nitro Firemen's Pension

I

or Belief Fond had not submitted a new Estimate of Expenditures.
Councilman Goodwin reported on Special Committee Building and Collecting of
Taxes. The Committee had wofeked up regulations and would like Luke Michael,
Attorney, to check it over for legality and legal wording. Councilman Allen said
that other communities have an Ordinance along this line and perhaps we may be able
to get a copy of this ordinance.
In discussion of Bonding cf the Sheriffs of Kanawha and Putnam Counties,
the Recorder reported that in 1971, letters were written to the Sheriff's Office
regarding Bond and that we have on file a letter to Mr. William Brockway, Chief
Office Deputy, Kanawha County Sheriff's Office, signed by Mr. Pearson, Director,
Local Government Relations Division. Letter dated March 12, 1971, portion of
letter fallows:
"If the Sheriff is presently bonded for an amount sufficient to cover munici-
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pal tax collections and other monies coming into his hands as Treasurer of the
County, including monies belonging to the Board of Education, I see no need for
the municipalities to provide additional bond. Adequacy of the Sheriff's bond
and the manner in which such bond is provided does not, however, alter the provisions
of Code 11A-1-15 that the Sheriff shall each month pay all taxes collected for
any municipal corporation into the treasury of such corporation."
The Recorder also reported to Council that Mr. Brockway had talked to she
and the Mayor by phone last week. Mr. Brockway says that he, himself, is covered
by a $ 50,000.00 Bond, which cost Kanawha County $350.00 a year and that she and
the Mayor had asked Mr. Brocksay to hold up on our first request for the Bonding of
Sheriff until we talked to Council.

I

Mr. Brockway had informed that at n& time during a collection period would
there be more than $ 50,000.00 and that there are two collection periods per year.
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Councilman Allen asked about how much of our money does the Sheriff have at
any given time. He was informed that Mr. Brockway in the telephone conversation
last week had told the Recorder and the Mayor that he did not know how much money
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the County owed the City as the computers at the State House werenot working
properly.
Councilman Allen asked if we have any maximum figures.

The Mayor said that the

most we have gotten at any one time was $ 1(0,000.00.
Councilman Goodwin said if the Sheriff sends the money according to law a
$ 20,000.00 Bond would be sufficient.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to reduce the request
of Bond for Kanawha County Sheriff at $ 100.000.00 to $ 20,000.00.

Upon a vote

motion carried.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question if we could cause the Sheriff to pay
the City properly the Recorder said yes and that in the letter we wrote to each
Sheriff that the law had been quoted.
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The Mayor informed Council that we have not received Charleston Ordinance
pertaining to entrances to schools. Charleston had passed several ordinances and
had not completed the printing and that we would recieve the Ordinance in a few
days.
The Msabers of Council proceeded to open sealed bids on Gasoline from the
following:
Humble Oil & Refining Co.

.2130 per gallon - high test or super
Decil 160 - .1900 260 .1750

Union Oil Co. of Cal.

.l?2li per gallon - higi test or super
Decil .177 per gallon - 55 gallon drums

Councilman Khieeley mwed, seconded by Councilman Williamson, we accept the
low bid for gasoline from Union Oil Company of Cal. Upon a vote motion carried.
The following estimated expenses for 1971 - 72 for the Nitro Policemen's Pension
or Relief Fwnd were submitted.
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ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1971 - 1972

I

NITRO POLICEMEN'S PENSION OR RELIEF FUND

1. Bond for Treasurer
2. Back pay on ¥. G. Post's Retirement
3. W. C. Post's Retirement
U. 10J6 Investment
5.

$

25.00
287.00
2,952.00
330.05
3,59U.05
1,J|80.92

Withdrawal of J. W. Hall
TOTAL

5,07U.97
•H

Tom Blasingim, Secretary
The Mayor said that he thought the one percent of assessed valuation
takes care of the Policemen's Fund.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Ccunciliaan Goodwin, to accept the estimated
expenses for 1971 - 72 from the Board of Trustees of the Nitro Policemen's Pension
or Relief Fund, with the provision that it be checked to »e if it had been
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computed correctly. Upon a vote motion carried.
In discussion of revenue for the Municipal Pool, it was decided that the
Pool Committe make their recommendations to Council on this matter.
In discussion of wages of Pool personnel, Councilman Hoke said it was his
understanding that when Council granted a raise last year that it was agreed
that this wage would stand for this year.
The Mayor said that we would need an understanding with the personnel and

might be necessary to have their parents signature on a paper stating that their
child would work for a said wage.
Councilman Kniceley reported thatthe Nitro Junior High School Physical
Education Class would like to use the pool for a couple of weeks before school
ends that they would pay for the use.

I

It would be necessary that the City

provide three lifeguards during this time of use. He said it was his opinion that
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the Junior High School should pay these epxenses and asked for Council's opinion*

I

It was Council's opinion that the Junior High School should pay the
expenses of the Bool operation during the time that they use it.
Councilman Tidquist said he had calls from mothers who come in to supervise
their children and would like to know if they could get in the Bool free.

Council-

man Khiceley said that the Pool Committee had frowned on this as it causes problems.
Mayor Alexander reported to Council that theWest Virginia Water Company were
requesting of West Virginia Public Service Commission, a rate increase of 30 percent
of the reduced rates currently in affect and 10 percent higher than the rates
previously in affect.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, that the Council
go on record protesting the increase of Water rates by the Hist Virginia Water
Company. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen said he had thought Mr. Miles, Vice President of WCAW, was
to appear before the Council and referring to members of the news media, who had
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interviewed members of the Council before and during Council meeting, stating
they were here only for the reason of a license renewal. They just walked away
from the Council meeting.

The Mayor and Recorder both said that the members of the

news media had been invited into the Council meeting but did not wish, to come in.
Councilman Allen introduced Mr. Jack Green reporter from Radio Station WBNS,
who was covering the Council meeting.
Mayor Alexander gave each member of Council copy of an announcement printed
by the Regional Development Authority regarding the West Virginia Water Authority
Act. The announcement stated that the Act passed by Senate and is expected to
receive the Governor's approval, has been written to increase the standard federal1
grant towards construction o*f West Virginia local sewage treatment facilities from
33-1/356 to 55%. The announcement also shows the work and involvement £f the
Regional Development Authority in its efforts to get this bill passed by Legislature.
Essentially, the bill as passed assures an increase in the Federal grant from
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33% to $$%, and, if State participation is on a grant basis (as the act appears

I

to permit), the total federal-state grant will be 80$ of the treatment facility
costs, instead of the previous 33$ federal. Local sponsors1 costs are thus
reduced from 6?$ to 20$.
The announcement also pointed out several Kanawha County municipalites
with active treatment proposals will be directly benefited by savings effected
by the new Federal State grant, Nitro, $ $2^,000 + .
The Mayor reported the Nitro Sanitary Board has been starved by the Water
Resource Department to install a Secondary Treatment Plant. The Sanitary Board
up to this tine did not feel that they should go through with the installation
of A Secondary Treatment ELant and leave two large areas unsvwered and had they
proceeded to put in sewers in these needed places then the customers use cost
would be an cxhorbant amount. He and the Board did not feel that they should
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inflict the cost that would have been necessary on the people of Nitro.
Now that the Sanitary Board feels that the Bill will be passed by the

Legislature and signed into Law,upon advice from the Engineers being one of
the first towns to make application filed with West Virginia Water Resources.
This application was approved unanimously by the Nitro Sanitary Board, who
asked the Council to concur with their action.
Councilman Gooitwin moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, to approve the
action of the Nitro Sanitary Board in making application for Federal and State
Funds. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman TMquist reported calls from Easter Road regarding cars parking
in the road making it difficult for other cars to pass, also that junk is being
piled out and not being picked up.
Councilman Tidquist mentioned calls that he had received regarding street
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lights, one being the reejbest of Bob Christy of Valentine Circle, that every other

pole had a light with the exception of one in front of his house and the request
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of the Church of Christ for a light on the parking lot.
It was pointed out that these two lights had been denied by Council.
Councilman Tidquist reported people were complaining about the two hour parking

I

law was not bsin* enforced by the Police Department. The Mayor said he thought that
it was enforced when there was a lot of traffic in town.
Councilman Allen reported a call from a man who holds

Electrician License

with the City of Nitro and was upset because he could not obtain an Electrician
License in the City of Charleston.
The Mayor said that all towns in the Valley had a recipical agreement for
several years regarding the Licensed Plumbers and Electricians.
He had heard recently the City of Charleston were not honoring any other
town's license. He would check with the Mayor of Charleston regarding this matter.
The Mayor informed further that our examiniation for a license is very strict,
and is checked, by a ssn w*ll qualified but is not in the Plumbing or /Electrician
work.
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A person taking the Nitro examination has to know the work or he does not get
a license.
Councilman Allen reported drainage problem at 805> Dupbnt Avenue, the person
making the complaint said they had never had a drainage problem until Fred Pauley
began excavating for a new building on Main Avenue. The Water is coming from a
small drain tile. The Mayor said our sewer men have already checked this out and
could not find any problem.
Councilman Hoke suggested in removing the house from this lot that perhaps
the drain or sewer had not been plugged off. The Mayor said he would have the
men check this matter again.
Councilman Graves reported James Bonnett of iiOth Street Road talked to him
about ahouse owned by Rubin Harrison that has no toilets in the house just holes
in the floor. Mr. Bonnett is concerned with school children catching the nus in
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this area and also reported a lot of garbage in the back.

I

Councilman Allen said he had invest!aged and reported this problem some time
ago*

uiWOOdbur
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Councilman Khiceley reported a drainage problem on SPWttBMn. •£•£«»; property
belonging to John Lilly. The Mayor said he was aware of this problem and had asked
the two property owners to prepare a paper clearing the City of all damages and
our men and equipment would go on the property and try to repair the line and put
in a screen.
He said the City must have this letter of release before our men could do
anything.
Councilman Khiceley reported property on 8th Street and Third Avenue where a
family had moved ott about a month ago and left a lot of trash and garbage.
Councilman Allen brought up the drainage problem again on 39th Street last
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and Bailes Drive, that the problem is getting worse.
The Mayor said thatthis is a place definitely needs a iew line installed
if the money were available.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
the meeting was Adjourned.

W. W. Alexander, Mayor

I

Qtsfrace Lewis, Recorder
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March 21, 1972
The City Council met in regular cession Tuesday, March 21, 1972.

I

There were presents W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R.Y.
Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., Dr. L. I. Hokc, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley
Hugo D. Tidquiat and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alexander.
The Reverend Bill Westlund of the First ^resbyterian Omrch gave the invocation.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes of
March 7, 1972 be approved.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the Financial
Statement for the month of February, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion
carried.
The Mayor reported he had a meeting set up Thursday morning at 10:00 A.M.
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with officials of the Water Company and Preston-Carroll Contractors and asked that
any member of City Council who could be present. The Mayor also reported to Council
that Mr. Gandee, Engineer, had gone over 2nd Avenue and his recommendation was the
use of 6" concrete with reinforcing steel extending 1 foot bsyxjRd opening of ditch
line, bringing concrete to surface of existing street, $0$ tack coat with 110 pound
Black-top over the entire street, life are to put these recommendations in letter
f orm which is to be approved by the West Virginia Water Company and Contractor.
Councilman Alien reported that a man called him asking him tc register complaints regarding damaged curbs.

He was afraid that some of the curbs would be

missed.
The Mayor tdlfl"Council that Mr. Dawson, District Manager, of the Water Company
says that he does not want the City to be disappointed. They have no objections

I
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to fix the curbs. Any curb that has been disturbed will be repaired.
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Councilman Allen said it was his concern that the people be protected, some

are still paying for street paving. He wanted to be sure that every person is
satisfied.
In discussion of an Inspector of the street work the Mayor said thatc-we do not

have anyone available to serve as an inspector. It was suggested Councilman Tidquist
inspect this job.
In answer to Councilman Hoke's question regarding repairing of 27th Street,
the Mayor said the Water Company will also take care of this damage.
In answer to Councilman Grave's question regarding the line being installed
on 2nd Avenue rather than 1st Avenue, the Mayor explained that the main water
lines are on 2nd Avenue.
There was no discussion on the traffic problem on 2Uth Street, 25th, 26th and
2?th Streets.
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In reporting on the Special Committee Building and Collecting Taxes, the

Mayor said we have received information from the town of St. Albans, Councilman
Goodwin said the maia object was to get legal wording into what they had submitted
to the Attorney. The Committee feels that it is weU incorporated, also adding
that one tiling they did not talk about was signs being erected and conforming with
the regulations. Councilman Goodwin asked if permits were befag secured for
erecting signs. The Mayor said we get some but we may not get them all.
Councilman Goodwin reported the repair work being done at Gibson Furniture
Company on 35th Street and 1st Avenue, the sidewalk is completely blocked by
saaffold and no provisions made for pedestrians to walk.
Estimated Expenses for 1972-73 from the Board of Trustees, Nitro Firemen's
Pension or Relief Fund was presented to Council for approval.
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Councilman Graves asked if the Board of Trustees was satisfied with the

decision of Council on the prior budget. The Mayor said they seemed to be.
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In answer to Councilman Allen's question would there be a change in this budget
if they have another retiree, the Mayor reported y»s, sad it was a possibility this
would occur in January, 1973.
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, to accept the
Estimated Expenses for 1972 - 73.of the Board of Trustees, Nitro Firemen's Pension
or Relief Fund. Upon a vote motion carried.
N3TRO FIREMEN'S PENSION OR
RELIEF BUDGET FOR IEARS 1972 - 1973
C. M. McDaniel's Retirement
Bond
1C# Investment

,

$ 3,8140.72
25.00
386.$7

TOTAL

U,2$2.29

The following ordinance was presented to Council for consideration.
AN ORDINANCE M4EQH5 IT UNLAWFUL TO LOAF, LOITER
OR CAUSE DISTRUBANCES ON THE PREMISES OF ANY
PUBLIC SCHOOL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF NITBO,
WEST VIRGINIA: AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FJR THE
VIOLATION THEREOF.

I

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to engage in disorderly
conduct, loaf or loiter on the premises of any public school property in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, after being requested to leave by any police
officer or any person lawfully in charge of such precises.
Any person violating any of the provisions of tMs ordinance shall be
quilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than
Ten Dollars ( $10.00), nor more than Fifty Dollars (J&O.OO) and, at the
discretion frf the Court, be confined in Jail not more than thirty (30) days
in addition to such fine.
This ordinance shall become effective upon passage
Council asked for clerificiation on the wording in the first paragraph,
"Or any person lawfully in charge of such premises."

I
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Luke Michael, Attorney, said this ordinance applies to any school function

I

and those persons who are in charge of any activities in the schools. He further
explained a school is classified as a publicpplaee and there are constitutional

rights regarding public property.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to accept for first
Reading the aforegoing ordinance. Upon a votemotion carried.
Councilman Kniceley reported for the Pool Committee, that in view of the
cost of everything involved with the Pool, including a wage increase last August,
it was the opinion of the Committee that in order to keep our heads above water
as far «8 expenses are concerned, it is necessary to increase Family Basses to
$ 30.00 and Individual passes to $ 15.00. Gate Admission will stay the same.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question on Family Admission the Mayor said
it was not too great.
1

I

Councilman Kniceley said this increase would bring in approximately $1,200.00.
Councilman Allen said it looked like we are penalizing families.

The Mayor

said thaton Individual admissions we are more in line with other pools then we
are with passes.
Councilman Tidquist said he thought $ 30.00 was too high.
Councilman Ho he asked if we have to operate the same as last year, how many
of the Pool personnel would we have to delete to meet our obligation.
The Mayor reported that we can not operate with any less personnel, we need
this number to protect the youngsters and there is no way that we can cut down
the number.
Councilman Kniceley said the only way it could be worked, would be to
work double shifts, which is not good, we try to employee persons who are instructors
and can teach swimming lessons. Our instructors put in a lot of hours during these

I

lessons.
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The Mayor reported that chemicals hare gone up more than 10 percent, water

I

has gone up more than 10 percent and in fact all utilities have increased.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, that Family Season
passes for the Pool be increased to $ 30.00 and Individual Season passes be
increased to $ 15.00. Upon a vote motion carried.
A request from the National Multiple Sclerosis Society was read to Council
asking permission for a door-to-door campaign, the placing of aannisters in business
places and holding a tag day one day between Mother's Day and Father's Day,, the
period of the campaign will be from Mother's Day, May Ik to Father's Day, June 18.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to grant permission
to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society for their request. Upon a vote motion
carried.
The Mayor asked the Recorder to read the release of residents of Wbodbury
Circle.

.'

Sir:

I

We, the undersigned, release the City of Nitro of any liability for
damage which may occur to our property during the repair of the 18 - inch storm
drain that passes under our property.
This release of liability applies only to damage originating through
natural causes and/or acts of God. It does not release the City of Nitro or
agents gainfully employed by the City of Nitro from liability for damages
occuring to the properties that are;a result of negligent acts commited
by the City of Nitro or agents acting on behalf of the City of Nitro.
This document is not to be construed by the City of Nitro or its agents
as a disclaimer of liability for damages, that may be related to the
malfunction of the 18-inch storm drain, prior to its repair. Nor shall
this document serve to relieve the City of Nitro from the responsibilities
of maintaining said 18-inch storm drain or future damage liabilities
resulting from its malfunction following the completion of repairs to the
18-inch storm drain.
All repair work is to be completed within 30 days from the time the
work is initiated.
Signed by:

John P. Lilly, Jack H. Fowler and Gary McFarland.

I

I

March 15, 1972

The Honorable W. W. Alexander
Mayor of Nitro, West Virginia
Nitro City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia
Sir:

We, the undersigned, release the City of Nitro of any liability for
damage which may occur to our property during the repair of the 18-inch storm
drain that passes under our property.
This release of liability applies only to damage originating through
natural causes and/or acts of God. It does not release the City of Nitro or
agents gainfully employed by the City of Nitro from liability for damages occuring to the properties that are a result of negligent acts committed by the
City of Nitro or agents acting on behalf of the City of Nitro.

I

This document is not to be construed by the City of Nitro or its
agents as a disclaimer of liability for damages, that may be related to the
malfunction of the 18-inch storm drain, prior to its repair. Nor shall this
document serve to relieve the City of Nitro from the responsibilities of maintaining said 18-inch storm drain or future damage liabilities resulting from
its malfunction following the completion of repairs to the 18-inch storm drain.
All repair work is to be completed within 30 days from the time the
work is initiated.
Sincerely,

Mr. John P. Lilly

Mr. Gary McFarland

I

Copy to: Mr. K. K. Knicely
Mr. H. M. Graves
Nitro City Council

C\/]AC Cry
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The Mayor said he thought that some members of the City Council had talked

I

to Mr. Lilly, Mr. Fowler and Mr. McBarland of Hbodbury Circle, regarding the
drainage problem. These people do have a bad problem. He went on to say that

he had talked of trying to give them some help and had asked for a letter giving
the City a right to come on their property and also releasing the Citjy from any
damages that nay occur. Mien be received the aforegoing letter he was startled
and decided that he had best have the City Engineer end City Attorney check the
problem with him. The City Engineer had checked Vfoodbury problem on Saturday,
he and Mr. Michael had checked the problem Monday. In reporting the history
the Mayor went on explaining that years ago there was a natural drain for this
area from the top of the hill down through a ravine emptying intothe Armour Creek
that goes out Uoth Street.
Sometime ago the Developer of this area had made a large fill and he (Mayor)

I

would assume in order to gain an extra lot had filled in the entire ravine. In
making this fill in order to gain the other lot, proper drainage was not installed
to take care of the water. A pipe wassput in to take care of this fill but put
in with no headers attached, no catch basin andno screen to take care of the
debris of the entire hill going into ifais drain. The Mayor said that the City
Engineer and Attorney are convinced that the City of Nitro has no obligation in
this matter.
John Lilly told Council that they have two Attorneys, Mr. John Pbffenbarger
and Mr. Jim Crewdson, who feel that it is the City of Nitro's obligation.
Mr. Lilly went on to say that he thinks the Mayor is right in that this
property is a fill, put in prior to this area being incorporated into the City of
Nitro. It is his understanding that when incorporated into the City, Section 3
of the Brookhaven Area, became the City of Nitro's obligation. The City of Nitro

I

should have made the correction.
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The Mayor said the City assumed no liability on the Watershed. The man who
put in the subdivision made the mistake.
This was a natural drain for this property and when it was filled, proper

I

drainage should have been installed at that time. The Mayor said any drain we would
be working on in this area would be on private property as this is not a street
drain but water that would havenornally have flown into the ravine.
Mr. Fowler says there are two catch basins and the street has been designed so
that the water will come down that raviheeinstead of going down the street.
The Mayor said the water would come down to the ravine because there is no
other place for it to go./
Mr. Lilly told Council it was their intent to get a positive or negative
answer.
Councilman Knieeley said that he had talked to the Mayor prior to going and
looking at the problem with the hopes the City could be of some help but then he
received their letter, that they had a lawyer write. Mr. Fowler said that the

I

three of them had written the letter and he and Mr. Lilly had seen enough of Court
action on different matters that they were familiar with this type of language.
The Mayor said he felt that this letter could tie the City into something that
would cost the City a lot of money not only at the present but also in the fufctoe-s.
Mr. Fowler said it seemed tohhim that when a subdivision is incorporated into
the ^Lty any drainge problem became the City's problem. This is why a eubtiivision
becomes a part of the City because the people pay their taxes to have this type
of condition taken care of as an individual does not have the money to take care
of these problems. If he is responsibile foran 8* drain then why would he wait
to be incorporated into the City.
Mr. Michael, Attorney, said when the City incorporated the subdivision we
did not take over their problems. The streets were already built and we have a

I
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right to accept sewage pra&Lems. A Developer built those houses on fills and the

I

claims are that the fillssare sinking. There is a big problem there and he is
sure that every man would like to help. The City does not need letters from anyone

out there as we are trespassing and have no right on this property. The thing the
City needs is right of ways and easements to come on a persons property. He also
pointed out that one thing Uiat you can do is to assess the property owners for
installation of drainage. He pointed out to the men the City has not appropriated
money in the budget to take care of such problems, andhe thought that at this
point the City Council is in no position to tell them anything. He would be glad
to answer toy questions of their Attorneys.
He said without money and right of way easements the City can not do anything.
The Mayor pointed out that we have had for several years a bad drainage
problem on hfith Street Road and Bailes Drive and have not been able to take care
of this problem becuase of lack of money. A large percentage of the water comes

I

down the street.
Mr. Lilly pointed out to Council that we are talfcLng about their investment

of about lliO thousand dollars, which is a sizeable amount of money.
The Mayor told Mr. Eilly that we realized this and we would like to have
helped but that he thought it best to get the advice of the City Attorney and
Engineer first. Their advice being that it was not City property.
Councilman Hoke asked about the slipage of the earth. Mr. Lilly said
in talking with the Engineers at the Plant they are most certain thfct the ground
is moving. It was pointed out that this fill had been made nine years ago.
Mr. Michael asked if their homes were FHA loans. FHA have provisions in

'

their contracts taking care of problems such as this. None of the men had MIA
loana.

I

Councilman Khiceley said he felt theie is a seperation in the drainage line.
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He went on explaining that at a certain point the water follows the outside
of the drain pipe.

It was also pointed out under Mr. Fowler's driveway there

is a cavity approximately 6 feet deep.
£he Mayor asked the Gentlemen if they had talked to Mr. Winter.

I

They said

yes and had been told to see the City.
Mayor Alexander asked the men to have their Attorney's talk with Mr. Michael.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, a street light
be installed on Utioity Pole in frontof 237 Buookhaven Drive.

Upon a vote motion

carried.
Councilman Tidquist reported people on 21st Street would like to have a speed
limit sign posted. The speed limit is 2£ MPH. The Traffic Committee is to
check this out.
Councilman Allen reported a drainage problem between 25th and 26th Streets.
The Mayor said he had had the Engineer look over this area Saturday and the
Engineer believes it is the Department of Highways problem, the drains are

I

plugged.
The Mayor had called Mr. Smith, District Engineer, who promised cleaning
out these drains as soon as machinery was back in the County.
%ere being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting be recessed.

MAYOR
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April U, 1972
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The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, April U, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander} Mayor, Grace Lewis) Recorder, Dr. R.V.

Allen, Harry M. Graves, Dr. L. I. Hoke, E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Khicdey, Hugo
D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by !l?5Tor Alexander.
The Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church gave the
invocation.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the minutes of
March 21, 1972 be approved.

Upon a vote motion carried.

The Mayor reported to Council that repairs to Second Avenue would start this
week, part of the equipment had already been moved in.

He told Council the

Contractor has promised the City all the blacktop that is taken out of the streets.
This will be used to build a road into the landfill.

I

Since Councilman Tidquist had been appointed by Council to act as Inspector

on this job the Recorder suggested Council set a fee for Mr. Tidquist.
The time element will be a probably two weeks.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to pay Mr. Tidquist
$ 20.00 a day.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Mayor Alexander reported to Council the place on 27th Street that had been
damaged last summer by the Water Company had been taken care of and our agreement
with the Water Company includes all dan aged curbs will be fixed.
There was no discussion on the Traffic Problem on 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th
Streets.

Councilman Goodwin said that he was in hopes that LukeMichael, the Attorney,
would have the ordinance pertaining to occupancy ready for First Reading.

I

The Mayor called to Council's attention a problem we frequently run into as

a person doing repair wozk which amounts to several thousand dollars and in
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applying forvthe building permits states he does not have a contractor, he is
paying peraons by the hour. The Mayor said in order to alleviate this problem
be beleives the City needs a Contractor License.

Paying the builder by the hour

I

is releiving the builder to pay Business and Occupation Taxes to the City.
Councilman Allen suggested an Ordinance whereby a person couldnot occupy
a house until it was approved and all taxes were paid.
Councilman Goodwin said a new structure would not be much of a problem
regarding the occupancy as person moving from one house to another.

This in

turn would keep more accurate records for the Municipal Service purposes.
Councilman Goodwin pointed out he knew of places being cleared for trailers
that will not support septic tanks.

We need to move on these questions right away.

The Mayor said in this matter it is necessary for the person to obtain a
permit from the State Health Department before putting in a septic tank and we
can request a copy of the approval from the State Health Department when they
apply for a permit for the trailer.

I

Councilman Goodwin said sanitary facilities would necessitate an approved
spetic tank system or a tie in with the City Sewer lines.
The Recorder reported she hadnot received the amended Estimated Expenses
for 1971-1972 and Estimated Expenses for 1972-1973 from the Board of Trustees,
Nitro Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund.
Recorder informed Council the State Tax Commission had given theCity an
f*

extension of time until April llith, to file the City Budget. The Council decided
to meet concerning the Budget at 8:00, April 11, 1972.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the following
ordinance be accepted £or Second Reading. Upon a vote motion carried.

I

AN ORDINANCE MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO LOAD, LOITER
OR CAUSE DISTURBANCES ON THE PREMISES OF ANY
PUBLIC SCHOOL PTOPERTY IN THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION THEREOF.

I
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NlffiO:

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to engage in disorderly
conduct, loaf of loiter on the premises of any public school property in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, after being requested to leave by any police
officer or any person lawfully in charge of such premises.
Any person violatingany of the provisions of this ordinance shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than Ten
Dollars (10.0§, nor more than Fifty Dollars ( $5000) and, at the discretion
of the Court, be confined in Jail not more than thirty (30) days in addition to
such fine.
This ordinance shall become effective upon passage.

I

Councilman Goodwin mo«ed, seconded by Councilman Allen, the afeSregoing

ordinance to be accepted for passage. Upon a vote motion carried.
Ihrreporting for the Traffic Committee, Councilman Allen said he did not think

we would correct the problem on 21st Street by the lowering of the speed limit.
The only thing that is going to stop this hazard is to keep drivers from coming
off the incline at a fast rate. Hehad talked to several peoplewhothink the
speed limit is alright and the problem is from the incline. He went on to say
that he felt this problem in going to get worse and dangerous. He said large
groups of children are going into the area.
The Mayor said this will be called to the Police Officers attention and that
they will be ordered to get rough.
The Mayor toldCouncil that he had had a request from the Newspaper Agency
Union Auxilary, asking for permission to circulate petitions throughout the town

I

in an effort to stop residents of Nitro from purchasing the Charleston Newspaper?
He said he had told the persons that the Council had no part in the newspaper
problems. He felt that ft could cause some embarrassment to the residents who
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probably don't know what this is all about.
Councilman Hoke said he thought the City Council did not have a right to
tell the people of Nitro what they should or should not buy.

I

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, the request from the
Newspaper Agency Union Auzilary be denied.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Tidquist reported stop signs at Beech and Washington Streets were
down. The Kqyor said that we had several places where the signs were down. The
street crew can put the signs up and two or three days later they disappear.
The Mayor went on to say that these signs cost a lot of money and
sometimes he felt that it would be better to make all intersections a stop,
regardless. Painting the signs on the pavement was suggested.
It was brought out in this discussion that some intersections are four way
stop and some are two way stop and it might be better to have a more uniform
directional pattern. The Mayor asked the Traffic Committee to check this out.
Councilman Graves reported a Mrs. Held from the Presbyterian Church asked

I

that the City reserve parking spaces to load and unload for the Church dinners.
the Mayor said he thought we could loose a lot of parking spaces by diking
this, he suggested that Mrs. Held call him.
In discussion of several places in the City streets that need patching,
the Mayor said while the Contractor was in he would check to see if we could
get these places at a reasonable price.
Councilman Allen referred to a copy of a letter from the State Health
Department regarding a swage waste problem coming from 18th Street Hill down
on the property on 21st Street. The letter pointed out that it was evident
sewage waste was running from three hourse, evidence of toilet paper and human
waste, pictues had been taken of this situation. This is in back ofDoctor
Goff 's house. It was also pointed out that we have just as bad condition on 1st

I
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Avenue South and these problems could help perhaps in getting Federal money for the

I

sewer program for which we have filed.: .
Councilman Kniceley reported a problem of the parking at the park, at the
upper end of the Park is a picnic area and parking is limited in this particular
area, it gets out of hand especially during Softball and league season.
No parking signs were erected last year but it did notggod. He says no
reason why we could not have angle parking for 16 to 18 parking spaces but if it
can not be policed properly the Park Board will close the gate from cars going
into the Park area.
The Mayor said parking had been eliminated from inside the Park at one time,
and that he felt that the Park Board will have to do so again.

Cbuncilman Kuiceley

was concerned about the people picnicing and have to carry their food all the way
into the Park. The Mayor said he thought it would be alright to allow cars in

I

the area to unload, but the cars should be parked on the parking lot outside park.
The Mayor expressed his feelings on parking inside the park as being hazardous. let
went on to say the reason for stopping parking at previous time was due to the
fact that the Insurance Company objected parking cars inside the Park.
There being no further business and the angenda having been completed, the
meeting was recessed.
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April 11, 1972
City Council met in recessed session April 11, 1972.
Members present were: ¥. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R.V.

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo
B. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson.
The assessed valuation figures from the Assessor of Kanawha and Putnam
Counties, Levy Estimate forms and reconciliation Sheets of City Funds through
March 31, 1972 were presented to Council.
The Recorder explained to Council the Levy rates being used for the Levy
Estimate 1972-1973.
The Mayor explained the aaount allocated initem number 10,17,22 and Ii5,
new equipment for all departments, that it will be necessary for the new council
to purchase new equipment over a 36 month period and the figures in the aforegoing
items are payments on principal and interest for oneyear.
The Council was told that an effort had been made to give all employees a

I

5 percent increase, however, the Budget would not balance and it had been
necessary to go to a $ 15.00 across the board increase for all regular employees.
In answer to Councilman Allen's question on the reduction of Receipts of
the 2% Utilities, the Recorder informed that our allocations figures had been
too high in our current Budget, that she did not feel we would collect as much
as we had allocated, therefore, a lower figure had been set for the 1972-73
Budget, pointing out that there is a possibility that more money might be
collected due to an increase of utilities.
The Recorder told Council that she wanted to feel free to make changes
of any items where they aaw fit.

In answer to Councilman Grave's question on

what the City rents, he was informed it was rent collected from Sanitary Board*
In answer to Councilman'Allen's question on the Policemen"' s Pension Fund being

I
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VALLEY LEADER

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
CITY OF NITRO - MUNICIPAL COUNCIL LEVY ESTIMATE
Parlcs and playg™»<tet

STATE OF

Salaries,

MUNICIPALITY OF NFTRO. To-wit:
and Car Expens of Cl O f f c a S Rl
soO
Civilian Defense ...... .
................
800.0C
,
u
,
_r
At a recessed session of the council of the municipality of Municipal Building Program . . , „ , . . , . 2,000.00
Nitro held in the council chambers thereof, in the city building Treasurer F e e s ^
135 00
on the 11* day of April 1972, there were present W.W. Alexander. L
Salaries.' Supplies and ' Expens'es '. '. ". '. '. ". ' S.OOoioO
Mayor; Grace Lewis, Recording Officer, and Dr. R, V. Allen,
'ri
ki
*
u nm m
Dr. L. L Hoke. Hugo D. Tidquist, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Kenton
Enmtovees ' ReUrement
.............
15 00000

« ; : : ; ; : /SS8
:::::::::::::: ggS

estimate of the amounts necessary to be raised by levy of taxes
for the current fiscal year, and doth determine and estimate the
several members of the council of said municipality.

......

orders Outsttnding
$ 12 000 00
Estimated total amount outstandmg'june M4972! ! JulooWX)
B-Amount of unpaid obligations to be paid from
current levy
......................
12,000.00
Total estimated disbursements (A plus B) ...... 504,450.00
ess estimated receipts . .
............
$ 98'39*'™

CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES
ESTIMATE
(1) The amount due and the amount that will become due and
collectible from every source during the fiscal year. EXCEPT
FROM THE LEVY OF TAXES to be made for the year.

Redemption and Sale Delinquent Land
..........
1.00
Police Fines and Costs
...............
. 9.500.00

Totf

c
o
Class No. I

2
m«
2.033.300.00

J™

Taxes (Other than Property Taxes)

Miscellaneous
........
Total Estimated Receipts

..........

139.255 00 "^
Personal Property
Public UtiUty Property
Total Class No. IV
..
............
3,500.00
.............
$ 398,391.00
TQTAL VALUATION

ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES:
Salary
Salary
Salary
Salary
Salary

of Mayor
of Recorder
of Treasurer .
of Police Judge
of City Attorney

...................
....................
..................
................
.................

u.3oo,6o9.oo

5.590.014.00
4.209.190.00
2.171,900.00
11.971.104.00
__— _$25.305.013.00

65c
65c
65c

MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES-INTEREST AND SINKING FUND
$ 8,100.00
ESTIMATE
7'2(X^
The Council proceeded to make an estimate of the amount neces. . l.uu gary M ^ ralsed by a levy ^taxes for ^ current fiscal year for
2, 4UU.UU Interegtt sinklng fund a^ amortization requirements of bonded
l,UOO.OU indebtedness> iegauy incurred by a vote of the people as provided

"'

Si^ttXl^^^^^

Salaries of Chief and eight Police .......... 70.000.00
s^ municipality, as follows;
_
New Equipment Police Department
..........
3,000.00 Date of Vote Original Amount of
.,
General Expenses Police Department
.........
10.000.00 Authorizing Amount of Bonds
Amount Kequicea ior
Policemen's Pension Fund
................
3,300.00 Issue_
Issue
Outstanding Sinking Fund Interest Total
Salaries and Expenses Feeding Prisoners
........
10,700.00 7.1.53
$ 50,000. $ 4.000.
$ 4,000. $ 120. $ 4,120.
Salaries of Chief and six Firemen
............
44.000.00 5.5.55
95.000.
39,000.
4,000.
1,072. 5.072.
New Fire Equipment
...................
7,000.00 i2-i6-58
168.000.
129.000.
4.000. 4,837. ' 8.837.
General Expenses Fire Department . .
.........
4.000.00
Firemen's Pension Fund
.................
2,831.00 TOTAL
$ 313.000. $ 172,000. $ 12,000. $6 029. $ 18,029.
Salaries Health Commissioner and Employees ..... 1.400.00 ^
t ,Taxes and ExoneratlonB Estimated at 10%. . .$1803.00
General Expenses Health Department
.........
UlffiS Total Amount to be Raised by a Levy of Taxes
.......
19.832.00
Salaries, Garbage Employees
..............
??££•£ and to provide for said amount the following levies are proposed to
New Equfcment Garbage Department
..........
14.000.00
£
fln
^
£*
^^
General Expenses Garbage Department
.........
26,000.00 _„„.— „._.
Buildings Maintenance Salaries and Supplies . . . . . . 863.00 p ^ °"
Repairs to City Buildings and Jail
.............
2.400.00 CLASS
Assessed Proposed Taxes Levied
Furniture, Fixtures and Office Machines
.........
1,000.00 Number I
Valuation Rates
(Whole Dollars)
Stationery, Office Supplies and Equipment
........
1,000.00
Personal Property
1.166.000.00 2.5#
^'^
Postage
..........................
2.300.00
Public Utility Property 867,300.00 2.5#
217.00
Water- Fire Protection, Streets andSewer
........
10,000.00 Total Class No. I
2.033,300.00
509.00
Water - City Building and Other Purposes ..... . . . . 300.00 Number II Real Estate 11.300,609.00
5#
5,650.00
Light for StreetLighting
..................
11,000.00 Number IV Real Estate 5,590,014.00
10*
5,590.00
Light - City Building. Traffic Lights, Etc.
........
1,500.00
Personal Property
,,209,190.00
10#
4,209.00
Repairs, Street and Traffic Lights
.............
25.00
public Utility Property 2.171.900.00
10£
2,172.00
Fuel - Heating City Building
.....
...........
1,200.00
Total Class No. IV 11,971,104.00
11,971.00

_Tt_i —i-------j T-i --- u /m r-> ---- ---- ^-*—......._ ^_^_ i f.nnnn

___

___

Legal Publications
2.500.00
Insurance on City Building and Property
3,000.00
Premiums on Policemen's and Official Bonds
400.00
Election Expenses
2.000.00
Attorneys' Pees, Court Costs and Damages
1.500.00
Salaries. Engineering Department
2,000.00
General Expense, Engineering Department.
2,000.00
Salaries and Wages all Street Employees
28,000.00
New Equipment Street Depatment
3.000.00
Materials, Supplies and Expenses, Street Department. . 8,655.00
Maintenance of Sewers, Salaries and Supplies
500.00
Construction of New Streets, Sidewalks and Sewers . . . 1,200.00
Workmen's Compensation Premiums
2,000.00
Audit by Tax Commissioner
650.00
Refunding Erroneous Payments
50.00
Watershed - Recreation
22,000.00

18,130.00

$25.305,013.00

TOTALS

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTIES OF KANAWHA and PUTNAM
MUNICIPALITY OF NITRO, TO-WIT:
I, Grace Lewis, Recording Officer of said municipality, do hereby certify that the foregoing are true copies from the record of
orders made and entered by the council of said municipality on
the llth day of April, 1972.
Given under my hand this 12th day of April, 1972.
Signed: Grace Lewis
Recorder - Treasurer
(Official Title)

PAID POLITICAL

ADVERTISEMENT

ORTON JONES
for

New

STATE SENATE

SALE

Lawyer • Legislator • Prosecuting Attorney
•
•

Eft**
...easier

Orton has worked hard for you in the
West Virginia House of Delegates. Help
him continue his work in the State Senate.

to handle!
Clay • Jackson • Mason
Putnam • Roane

"
*
REPUBLICAN * FOURTH DISTRICT

PAID FOR BY THE CANDIDATE

Compact 7 hp performer
ideal for mowing,
hauling, and sweeping.
Engine in rear over
wheels for added traction.
Big 28 mower. Key lock
ignition. 3 forward speeds,
1 reverse. Automotivetype steering wheel for
positive control.
Electric (tarter optionalre9-

559.

Valley Tractor Sales
109 Brookside Drive
Between Maplewood and Oakwood

Scott Depot, - 755-2039
PAID POLITICAL
ADVERTISEMENT

For Common Sense
Approach
VOTE

CAROL A.FLETCHER
for
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Kanawha County
PAID BY THE CANDIDATE

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS
LAWN & GARDEN TRACTORS
5-10-10 FERTILIZER 50 ib.bag $1.75
$65.00,
AMMONIA NITRATE per ton,
per ton
$88.00
10-20-20 FERTILIZER
per ton $68.00
10-10-10 FERTILIZER
12'/2 GAUGE HEAVY BARB WIRE roil $12.40
roii $10.50
GAUGE BARB WIRE
16 GAUGE BARB WIRE
">"
$9-90
METAL GATES
4 ft., 8 ft., 10 ft., 12 ft.,
ONION PLANTS ONION SETS 114 ft-.16 ftSEED POTATOES

CASTO FARM STORE

Rt. 34 - Red House
Phone 586-9221
OPEN: 8:00 til 6:30 Daily
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sufficient, the Recorder said no it would not, that we had not put enough money in

I

that ibeci, nor the Firemen's Pension Fund. The Recorder suggested then taking
$600.00 from Item 2$, Repairs to Jail and CLty Buildings, lowering that figure to
$2,UOO.OO.

Putting additional $300.00 in Itaa 12 and $300.00 in Item no. 17.

In, answer to the question on Item 1*8, Construction of New Streets and sewers
"it was pointed out that the,payments on street assessments come from this item.
\n Allen asked a question regarding the Watershed Recreation, that
would this entail. The Mayor explained it would allow for three employees plus
a small amount of expenses and the employees would be full time, 12 months a year.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to accept Levy
Estimate.

Upon a vote motion carried., and all members preceded to sign the Levy

Estimate copies, as follows:
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTIES OF KANAWHA AND PUTNAM,
MUNICIPALITY OF NITRO, TO-WIT.

I

At a Recessdd session of the council of the municipality of Nitro, held in the
council chambers thereof, iffl the City building on the llth day ofApril, 1972, there
were present : W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recording Officer, and
L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Kenton L. Williamson, Hugo D. Tidquist, Ray V.
Allen, E. L. Goodwin, and Harry M. Graves, Jr., members of the Council of the
said municipality.
TrIn accordance with Section lU, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the West Virginia
Code as amended, the Council proceeded to make an estimate of the amounts
necessary to be raised by levy of taxes for the current fiscal year, and doth
determine and estimate the several amounts to be as follows:
CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL PURH3SES
ESTIMATE

•ESTIMATED RECEIPTS:
(1) The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from every
source during the fiscal year, EXCEPT FROM THE LEVY OF TAXES to be siade for the year.

I
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1.
2.
3.
1*.
5«
7.
8.

Cash Balance on Hand
Balance in Hands of Sheriff
Redemption & Sale, Delinquent Land
Police Fines and Cost
Civic Benefits Association
Rents - Building
Taxes:
Gross Sales
Utilities 2%
Amusement
Franchise
Consumer Sales (Liquor)
Domestic Animals
9. Fees:
ELectricial License
Plumbing License
Municipal Service
Swimming Pools
Library
Service Fees
Accident Reports
Watershed Recreation
10. License
Special
General
11. Permits
Buildings
Sewer
12. Miscellaneous:

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS
PRECEDING YEAR
57,051*. 00
6,850.00
1.00
12,000.00
18,000.00
U20.00
#,300.00
30,78fi.OO
1, C$.00
11,000.00
15,000.00
200.00

1*00.00
300.00
137,000.00

15,000.00
100.00
15.00

700.00

100,000.00
20,000.00

i.ceS.oo

11,000.00
18,000.00

250.00
500.00
35o.oo
159,000.00
15,000.00
100.00
i5.oo
300.00
22,000.00
750.00

900.00

1,000.00
200.00
3,500.00

101,910.00
501,539.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

1CCJ"CO.OO

l*,5oo.oo

100.00
3,500.00

I

18,000.00
1*20.00

1*,000.00

399,629.00

TOTAL
Current Levy

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS
CURRENT TEAR
17,000.00
7,000.00
1.00

I

398,391.00
106,059.00

5oi*,l*5o.oo

ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES
Salary of Mayor

Salary of Recorder
Salary of Treasurer
Salry of Police Judge
Salry of City Attorney
Salary of Councilmsn
Salaries of Assistants and Clerks
Salaries of Chief and 8 Police
New Equipment Police Dept.
General Expense Police Dept.
Policemen's Pension Fund
Salaries and Expenses Feeding Frisdners
Salaries of Chief and 6 Firemen
New Equipment Fire Sept.
General Expenses Fire Dept.
Firemen's Pension Fund
Salaries Health Commissioner and Employees
General Expenses Health Department

8,100.00
7,200.00
1.00
2,1*00.00
1,000.00
2,1*00.00
9,000.00

68,000.00
3,000.00

8,100.00
1.00
2,1*00.00
1,000.00
2,1*00.00
11,000.00
70,000.00
3,000.00

8,500.00
3,000.00
10,500.00
ii3,ooo.oo
2,500.00

10,000.00
3,300.00

1,1*00.co

1,1*00.00
1,100.00

i*,000.00
2,1*65U)0

1,100.00

10,700.00
l*l*,ooo.oo
7,000.00
U,ooo.oo
2,831.00

I
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Salaries Garbage Employees
New Equipment Garbage Dept.
General Expense - Garbage Sept.
Buildings Maintenance Salaries and Supplies
Repairs to Jail and City Bldg.
Furniture, Fixtures and Office MaoMnes
Stationery, Office Supplies and Equipment
Postage
Water - Fire Protection, Streets and Sewers
Water - City Building and Other Purposes
Light for Street Lighting
Light - City Building Traffic Lights, Etc.
Reapirs, Street and Traffic Lights
Fuel - Heating City Building
Telephone and Telegraph (All Departments)
Legal Publications
Insurance on City Building and Other property
Premiums on Policemens' and official Bonds
Election Expenses
Atrorney's Fees, Court Costs and Damges
Salaries, Engineering Dept.
General Expense, Engineer Dept.
Salaries and Wages all Street Employees
New Equipment, Street Dept.
Materials, Supplies and Expenses, Street Dept.
Maintenace of Sewers, Salaries and Supplies
Construction of New Streets, Sidewalks and Sewers
Wbrkmens1 Compensation Premiumns
&.udit by Tax Commissioner
51. Jtafunding Erroneous Payments
52. WatershedoBecreation
53. Parks and Playgrounds, Salaries Supplies
51*. Planning Commission
55. Traveling and Car Expenses of City Officials
56. CiviliBn Defense
Municipal Building Program
58. Treasurers Fees
59. Library Salaries, and Expenses
60. Social Security
60A. Public Employees Retirement
61. Contingent Expenses (Mandatory Only)
62. Dog Pound Expenses
63. Swimming Pool
61*. RIG
65. Daes to League
66. Watershed Recreation Facilities
A- TOTAL CURRENT EXPENSES

66,600.X
9,1X.X
26,XO.X
863.X
3,000.X
1,XO.X
1,XO.X
2,300.00
10,OX.X
3X.X
11,OX.X
1,5X.X
25.X
1,2X.OO
1,600.00
2,500.X
3,OX.X
1*00.X
2,OX.X
1,5X.X
2jCCO.CC
2,OX.X
28,000.X
1*,OX.OO
9,000.X
500.00
1,2X.X
2,000.00
650.00
50.X
10,000.00
10,565.X
275.00
3X.X
100.X
2,XO.OO
135.00
3,000000
13,XO.OO
llt,OCC.X
1,XO.X
2,300.X
16,XO.OO
800.X
210.00
56,XO.OO

85,OX.OO
ll*,XO.X
26,XO.CO
863.X
2,1*OO.X
1,QX.OO
1,XO.X
2,300.X
10,000.X
3X.OO
11,OX.X
1,500.00
25.X
1,2X.OO
1,600.00
2,£X.OO
3,000.X
1*00.00
2,OX.X
1,5X.OO
?,OOO.X
2,OX.X
28,XO.OO
3,OX.00
8,655.X
500.00
1,2X.X
2,OOO.X
650.X
50.90
22,000.00
10,565.X
275.00
3X.X

501,539.X

1*92,1*50.00

Estimated Former lear's Obligations:
Orders outstanding
12,000.00
B. Amount of unpaid obligations to be paid from current levy
Total estimated disbursements (A & B )
Less estimated receipts brought forward from page E-5 398,391.00
Net amount to be raised by levy page E-8
106,059.00

I

TOTAL RECEIPTS:

2,OX.00
135.X
3,OX.X
ll*,XO.X
l5,XO.OO
1,XO.X
2J300.00
16,000.X
8X.X
—

12,000.X
5Ql*,l*50.00

216
CURRENT LEVY
Municipalities may levy up to and including the following rates;
Glass I
12.$$$

Current Rates

Class II
250

Class IV
500

I

If a special election succeeds, a municipality, in addition to its
current rates, may levy up to the following additional rates;
Excess Levy Rates

Class I
6.250

Class II
12.50

Class IV
250

And the council doth determine and estimate that it will be necessary to raise by a
levy of taxes for the current fiscal year for current regular municipal purposes the
net amount of $ 106,059.00 and to grovide for said amount the following levies are
proposed to be laid on eachone Hundred dollars valuation of each class of property, viz.
Sixteen and One Quarter Cents ( 16.25$) on
Thirty-two & One half Cents ( 32.5$) on
Sixty-five
Cents (650)
on
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment
CLASS
Number I
Personal Property
Public Utility Property
Total Class No. I

Assessed
Valuation

Special
Levy

Class No. I properly,
Class No. II property,
Class No. TV property,
therein as follows:
Proposed
Rates

Taxes Levied
(Whole Dollars)

1,116,000.00
867,300.00
2,033,300.00

10 + 6.25
10 + 6.25

16.250
16.250

1,895.00
1,1*09.00
3,30^.00

Number II
Real Estate

11,300,609.00

20 + 12.5

32.50

36,727.00

Number IV
Real Estate
Personal Property
Public Utility Property
Total Class No. IV

5,590,01ii.OO
1^,209,190.00
2,171,900.00
11,971,10U.OO

1^0 + 25
1*0 + 25
1*0 + 25

650
650
650

36,335.00
27,360.00
Ul,117.00
77,812.00

TOTALS

25,305,013.00

Less Delinquent Taxes and Exonerations Estimated at 10$
Net amount to be raised by Levy

I

117,81i3.00
11,781*.00
106,059.00

I
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MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES - INTEREST AND SINKING FUND

ESTIMATE
'The

Council proceeded to make an estimate of the amount necessary to be raised by a
of taxes for the current fiscal year for interest, sinking fund and amortization
requirements of bonded indebtedness, legally incurred by a vote of the people as provided
by law, since the adoption of the tax limitation amendment, owing by said municipality
as follows:
Date of Vote
Authorizing
Issue

Original
Amount of
Issue

7-1-53

S99000.

5-5-55

Amount
of Bonds
Outstand

Amount Required for
sinking Fund
Interest

U,000.

95,ooo.

39,ooo.

12-16-58

168,000.

129,000.

Totals

313,000.

172,000.

il,000.

Total

120.

U,120.

ii,000.

U,837.

8,837.

12,000.

6,029.

18,029.

U,ooo.

1,072.

5,072.

Delinquent Taxes and Exonerations Estimated at 10%
Total AmouM to be Raised by a Levy of Taxes
and to provide for said amount the following levies are proposed to be laid
on each one hundred dollars valuation of each class of property, 1ria:

1803.
19,832.

AUTHORIZED RATES
Must be in Ratioupf 1, 2 and U)

I

Two and One half cents
Five
cents
Ten
cents

(2.50) on Class No. I property,
(50) on Class No. II property,
(100) on Class No. IV property,

for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment Mierein as follows:
Class
Number I
Personal Property
Public Utility
Total Class No. I

Assessed
Valuation

Proposed
Rates

1,166,000.00
867,300.00
2,033,300.00

2.50
2.50

Number H
Real Estate

11,300,609.00

Number IV
Real Estate

Public Utility
Personal Property

I

Taxes Levied
(Whole Dollars)
292.00
217.00
509.00

50

5,650.00

5,590,01^.00

100

5,590.00

2,171,900.00
U,209,190.00

100
100

2,172.00
U,209.00

Total Class No. IV

11,971,101*.00

11,971.00

TOTALS

25,305,013.00

18,130.00
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Chapter 6, Article 9, Section 2
List below all municipal on deposit:

March 31, 1972

Saving Accounts: Nitro Firemen's Pension or Relief Fund
Nitro Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund

I

23,3U8.55
lli,976.5f>

Other:
City of Nitro "Community Park Fund"
City of Nitro "Recreational Revenue Fund"
City of Nitro "Operation and Maintenance Fund"
Nitro Police Fund

U,07U.08
388.13
25U.16
£81*.91

Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the meeting be adjourned.

I
MAYOR

T_5

RECORDER

I
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April 18, 1972

I

The City Council net in regular session Tuesday, April 18, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander} Mayor, Grace Lewis; Becorder, Dr. R.V.

Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley, Hugo D. Tidquist
and Kenton L. Williamson, Member of City Council. Councilman L. I. Hoke being
absent.
The Meeting was called to order by W. W. Alexander, Mayor.
The BeTerend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church gave the
inrocation.
Councilaan Khiceiey Mored, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes for
April U and April 11, 1972 be approved. Upon a rote motion carried.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Qrares, the Financial
Statement for the month of March 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.

I

The Mayor and Council discussed repairing of Second Avenue, which was

progressing favorably. However, a petition signed by a number of property owners

of 2$th Street was presented. The petition relates to cracks across the pavement
of said street and property owners think the street has been damaged by the
contractor on the water line installation. During the timeof installation a lot
of heavy equipment was driven over the street. In answmr to Councilman Allen's
question of when 26th Street was resurfaced, the Becorder after checking records,
reported 1953.
The cracks in pavement begin about three fourths down the street from Second
Avenue, at the beganing of the slope in the street and the cracks are abejtyt 30 to
Uo feet apart.
Councilman Tidquist told Council he and Jess Gandee, Engineer, had gone over
most of Second Avenue job, also cheeked 26th Street, that perhaps a sealer could

I

be used on the cracks. The Engineer would sued a written report to the Mayor.
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Councilman Tidquist also reported checking the curbs and some places damaged
were about a foot long*
There was no discussion on the traffic problem on 2l*th, 25th, 26th and 27th

I

Streets.
Councilman Goodwin read the following ordinance to Council for their consideration, ordinance prepared by the Special Qemmittee Building and Collecting Taxes.
ORDINANCE NO.
INTRODUCED IN ODUNdL
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL

.__ __^_

__

..__..,.

AN ORDINANCE REGUIA TING OCCUPANCY AND USE
OF BUILDINGS H»D PROPERTY. CONTRACTORS LICENSE
AND OR CONTRACTING PERMITS WITHIN THE CITY OF
NIRO.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GDMMDN COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NUBD, WEST VIRGINIA.
SECTION 1:

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the use of buildings and
property to conform with the Zoning Ordinances and the inspection of the fitness of
the ttoildingg and property for the occupancy requested.

I

To regulate contractors «ho do work in the City to hare their work inspected
to comform with all City codes.
SECTION 2: OCCUPANCY PERMIT

An occupancy permit must be obtained before any building or property can
be occupied for any purpose. Permit must specify use of the building or
property if use is changed a new permit must be obtained.
SECTION 3.

INSPECTION

INSPECTIONS TO BE MADS WITH THE FOLLIWING CRITIRION

A. Electrical Safety
B. Heating Plant (Venting)
C. Fire Hazards

D. Sanitary facilities, if serviced by City sewers (they must be used.)
An appro red septic system must be used if City sewers are not
available.

I
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I

B, Down spouts or drains are not tied into Sanitary sewers.
F. Be placed on City Services billing list.
0. All Business and Occupation taxes or other taxes required by the
City be paid before a permit is approved. (This includes all previous
bills ewed the City.

SECTION k: OCCUPANCY PERMIT ODST & FINES

Residential permit $ 2.00. Fines up to $ 25.00. Permits and inspection are
still required even after occupancy or use of property. Any corrections required
must be Made or additional fine can be imposed up to five (5) times the origaal
fine.
Business permit $ 20.00. Fines up to $ 100.00.

Permits and inspection are

still required even after occupancy or use of property. Any corrections required
must be made or additional fine can be imposed up to five (5) times the orignal fine.
Industrial permit $ 50.00. Fines up to $ 250.00. Permits and inspection are
still required even after occupancy or use of properly. Any corrections required
must be made of additional fine can be imposed up to five (5) time the orignal fine.

I

SECTDN 5

CONTRACTORS LICENSE OR PERMITS

Each person or company engaged in the business or occupation oft

Pest

Control, Installing, Altering, repairing any building or structure, landscaping,
grading or changing the present conture of the land, must obtain a license
or permit.
SECTION 6s LICENSE OR PERMIT QDST & FINES.
The initial fee for a contractors license shall be $ 50.00 and renewal at
$ 10.00 annually*
The Contractors permit shall be for each individual job and shall be $ 10.00

Any Contractor failing to secure a license or permit may be fined up to $ 250.00
Any individual failing to secure a permit may be fined up to $ 50.00.
Individual as defined here is to mean is doing his own work on bis own

I

property or building.
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SECTION 71 DEMOLITION OF BUILD3NQ OR STRUCTIEE.

For the demolition of any building or structure shall be $ It.00.Any penait
to demolish any building or structure shall proTide that such work shall be completed

I

within a period of thirty (30) days from the date of the issuance thereof, and shall furthei
proride that all rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris, dirt andother
litter shall be disposed of or remoTed from the premises and that the premises
be cleared thereof. To secure compliance with this provision, a bond or certified
check in an amount to be specified by the Building official not to exceed $ 500.00,
Fire Hundred Dollars, shall be required of the person requesting the pemit to
demolish a building or structure. In determinging the amount of the bond or
certified cheek he shall consider the location of the premises, the type of the
building or structure to be demolished, the estimated cost of demolishing said
building or structure, and all other pertinent facts. After the work has been
completed, and upon certification from the Building Official that all rubbish,
waste materials and substances, debtis, dirt and other litter has been satisfactorily

I

disposed of or restored from the premises, and that the premises are clear thereof, the
bond or certified check shall be returned to the holder of the permit} however, should
the holder of the permit fail to comply with the provisions hereof and fail to
remove rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris, dirt and other littler and
fail to leave the premises clear thereof, then the Council may, upon recoaoendation
of the Building Official order said bond forfeited or said certified check
cashed by the City Clerk, and shall direct and order that said premises be cleared
of any rubbish, waste material and substances, debris, dirt or eAher litter and
shall charge the cost thereof to the holder of the permit. After deducting- tbe cost
to£ Removal and other expenses to the GLty,othe remainder of the money shall be
returned to the holder of the permit.
SECTDN 3

RE3F3NSIBILITY

I

It shall be the responsibility ofthe owner of the property to see that all permits
are secured before any work, demilition or property can be occupied.
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SECTION 9

I

EXAMPLES

Permits wist be obtained:
When new buildings are to be occupied.
When use of building or property changes.
When buildings or property is vacated and then occuped by others*
Trailer sales lots, car sales lots or any use of property whether buildings
are used on the property or not.
This is in no way coyers all exaoples but is meant to give soae idea of the
aeaning.

Upon question of permit cost - meaning oeeupancy permit - it was decided
to use the word "Occupancy."
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the Ordinance be
accepted for First Beading. Upon a vote motion carried.
The following amended Estimated Expenses for 1971-72 from the Board of
Trustees, Nitro Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund was presented to Council.
AMENDMENT ID EXPENSES FOR 1971-1972

I

NITRO POICEMaj IS PENSION OR RELIEF FUND

1.
2.
3.
U.

Bond for Treasurer
Back pay on W. C. Post's Retirement
W. C. Post's Retirement
C. A. Palmer's Retirement

5.

10£ for Investment

6.

Withdrawal of J. W. Hall

$

2$ .00
287.00
2,9$2.00
1,175*79
U,U39.79
UU3.98

U,883*77
J.,ii80.92

T. L. BlasLngim, Secretary
OouRdlfluut Allen moved, seconded lay Councilman Qoodwln, the aacndad
Estimate be accepted. Upon a vote motion carried.
The following Estimated Expenses 1972-73 from the Board of Trustees, Nitro
Policemen's Pension or Relief Fund was presented to Council.

I
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EXPENSES FOR 1972-1973
NITOD POIICEMEN'S PENSION OR RELIEF FUND
1.
2.

Bond for Treasurer
W. G. Post's Retirement

3. C. A. Palmer's Retirement
1*. Salary for Secretary
5. 10* for Investments

$ 25.00
2,9$2.00

I

U, 703.16
60,00
77U.02
8, 5H*. 18

T. L. Blaslngia, Secretary
Councilman Goodwin mored, seconded by Councilman Graves, the Statement
be accepted. Upon a rote motion carried.
Councilman Allen reported he and Councilman Tidquist had made a surrey of
central city area intersections. He said it might be a good idea to paint the
sign on the pavement, but there were places the paint would not last. They found
there are about six signs needed. The people in the area do not think there is a
problem. They would continue to cheek the area.

I

The Recorder presented letter from the Buckskin Council requesting permission
to make solicitations in Nitro from April 17 to May 19, 1972. Councilman
Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Knlceley, that permission be granted the
Buckskin Council. Upon a rote motion carried.
The Recorder presented a petition from the residents of south side of Red Oak
Drive, petitioning to be made a part of the city limits by annexation, The Mayor
said this was probably brought about due to our request for funds for installation
of sewers in adjacent area.
Councilman Ooodwia asked if by adding thie/to the sewer lines, would it
give us a problem. The Mayor said it could, he went on to say he thought best
to hare the Engineer cheek this area out.

I
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Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, to have Engineer

I

check out the area of south Red Oak Drive.

Upon a rote notion oazried.

The Recorder informed Oouncil that at present time one of the firemen is in

the hospital, no idea when he can return to work, went on to explain the work
schedule of the firemen and explained how their tine was computed on their tine
sheet as approved several years ggo by Labor Department. She also explained the
firemen tried to take their vacations during the week they had no overtine, soae
of the men have their vacation time scheduled for the balance of this fi scalyear
and now with a »an off sick, the firemen could not complete their vacation schedule,
The Mayor said the Fire Cheif had asked if they might carry some of the vacation
time into the next fiscal year.

In answer to Councilman Graves* question of

another sickness, the Mayor said the City would pay time and half.
The Recorder reported to Council one of the offieorworkers who has a weeks
vacation, and is doubtful if it can be worked into this fiscal year.

I

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to allow firemen

to either carry over vacations into first quarter of the new fiscal year or be
paid for time and half shift if vacations taken this fiscal year.

Upon a vote

motion carried.
Mayor Alexander re-appointed Pauline Warner and appointed Tom Waldorf as
City Ballot Coonissioners.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, the appointments
be confirmed.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Oouncilan Tidquiot introduced Ooachea Jon Loftls and Larry McMillan to
the Council.
Mr. Lof tis told Council he was a member of the Drug Committee of Hitro High
School. The school does have a drug problem and the Warehouse was not helping the

I

problem. He went on to say they were not accusing anyone operating the Warehouse

being involved but they are sure there is drug passage taking place. The school
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has a truancy problem, they hare asked the operator not to allow students to stay
in the restaurant while school is in session, they know there is not law to enforce
this, in most school area there is a hangout for school children, ususally the owner

I

or operators cooperate, but the people at the Warehouse are not and refuse to.
Mr. McMLllian said he feels the Warehouse is a place where the kids go to
find trouble. Sleepy Hollow is another place, our kids are buying drugs in Nitro.
The coaches throught if they approached Council in an effort to stop the business
from operating.
The Mayor told them the only way the City can refuse the Warehouse license
is to hare it declared a nuisance, but in order to do this it will necessitate
someone going to Court with proof. The Mayor went onto say there is no doubt in
his Bind about the drug useage by our young people, and aay time he has a teenager
in court, on any charge, he tries to get information regarding drug passage and
the young people will not talk.'
Mr. Loftis said he had acted as principal of the high school last Friday and

I

at the close of the school day he had suspended 28 students.
Councilman Allen suggested inviting the owner of the Warehouse to the neit
Council meeting, he personally knew some students are hating problems with dope.
Coach Loftis sited one occasion of being called by a member of the Fire
Department regarding a number of students that should be in school were hanging
around the Warehouse and in cheeking into this Mr. Loftis noticed several persons
who were older then the teenagers suggesting their ages being from 22-21* years old.
Three of the school girls ran into the back of the Warehouse and refused to
eome out and Mr. Loftis was refused any help in identifying the students. One this
occasion he was cursed and called erery four letter word that there was and yelling
at him continued until he reached the High School building.
Coach McMillian inferred the older people who were frequenting the Iferehouse
were from W. Va. State College and that they could be passing the dope to students.

I
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Mr. Loftis also told Council that the High School children who you oould confide

I

in, say after being in the Warehouse fire minutes you can obtain any kind of dope,
stressing that we do have a serious problem.
Councilman Khiceley said the word was getting around Nitro was the place and

we hare a real reputation.
Coach Loftis said during the Wrestling Tournament a eopple months ago the
Coach from fridelphia had asked how the drug problem in Nitro was affecting the
Athletic program. Nitro has the name of being number 1 town in the south of Nest
Virginia in drug traffic.
The two coaches told Council students were picked up in the school halls where
they passed out and the first period after lunch that there were any number of
students passing out and acting abnormal.
Councilman Allen said perhaps if it was made uncomfortable for the operators
of the Warehouse that they may want to cooperate.

I

Coach Loftis also reported a Kanawha County Narcotic Bureau Investigator had

a man under serreilance and had one day watched over 100 people go in and out of
his house.
Councilman Goodwin asked why there was no action taken then.
In discussion of trying to get the teenagers to tell what they know abott the
drug and drug passage it was brought out that these youngsters were afraid to talk.
The Mayor told the group that he had spent money of his own trying to get
a case but was unsuccessful.
Coach Loftis said Nitro High School was not a mental hospital, they have alot
of goodkids and a lot of good ones in the Athletic Department, however, they are
deteriorating. Any way they can help the school is willing eo cooperate.

I

It was decided to direct a Police Officer to spend all noon hour in and

around the Warehouse.
It was also suggested it would not be a bad id*a for members of the City

228
Council to 'visit the place now and then.
Councilman Allen mentioned the water problem on 26th Street and 1st Avenue
in front of Clarence Wrtts building, he did not feel the State Road cleaning the

I

basins on 1st Arenue would solve this water problem*
The Mayor said it maybe necessary to put in a new sidewalk.
Councilman Allen asked the Mayor the policy of the Sanitation Department
replacing street after working on sewers, pointing out Mr. Hilton of the friendly
Bar B.Q. had asked this question of hia.
The Mayor said this work was done last sumer, they did not make complete
repairs but had put some gravel there and this place would be blacked topped.
Councilman Goodwin reported a drainage problem in the Riverdale Acres area,
pointingout the problem is created by the State Road and causing a lot of trouble
for property owners of 1163 1st Avenue South.
Mayor said he would call Mr. Saith of the Department of Highways regarding
this problem.

I

Councilman Tidquist said he had been asked to bring to Council's attention the
loitering of young people on the Jr. High School parking lot.

They were drinking

and throwing cans and other debtis on the ground. The Mayor said he would hare
the Police check this closely.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed the
Mayor adjourned the meeting.

MAYOR

V \R
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May 2, 1972
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The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, May 2, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
Hugo D. TLdquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council.
The meeting was called to order by W. W. Alexander.
The Reverend James Horton of the First Baptist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the minutes

for April 18, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
In discussion of the repairing Second Avenue, Councilman Kniceley asked
when they will finish.

The Mayor informed theyhave a tie in to make.

Councilman Tidquist said they havea tie in on 27th Street, that is the
only one they told him about. They are susposed to repave and put black top
sometime in June.

I

Councilman Kniceley said there was a drop off at the end of 2nd Avenue and

1st Avenue. This is where 2dd Avenue joins the State Highway and he asked how long
it would be before this was taken care of. The Mayor said probably until they
black top 2nd Avenue.
The Recorder read the following letter from Jess Gandee, Engineer, relative

to complaint registered at April 18th meeting regarding 26th Street.
Honorable W. W. Alexander, Mayor
City of Nitro, West Virginia 2$lU3
Dear Mayor Alexander:
Pursuant to your request, I, this date, met with Councilman H. D. Tidquist,
and together we inspected 26th Street, which Street certain residents sledge to
have beendamaged by the Water Company's contractors while they were working
along Second Avenue.
FINDINGS:

I

Trnasverse cracks were found to exist at intervals of approximately 30 feet,
at only one crack did water meter exist. It was impossible to relate thse cracks
to any topographic feature such as water meters, gas valves, etc.
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The surface estimated to be twenty years old, more or less, is in good
condition, discounting the crafeks, with the exception of an area of failure of the
base approximately 12J> feet from the junction of 1st Avenue.
To obtain a comparision of 26thStreet with streets similarly surfaced, ie:
Curbs to curb, in the same general area it was found that the condition existing
on 26th Street is not unique, similar transverse cracks are to be found on
other streets in the area of 26th Street. The cracks on the streets, however,
do not occur at the same interval, nor do the cracks on any two streets, conform
to any set pattern.

I

CONCLUSIONS:

It is improbably that the Water Company's contractor can be held responsible
for the transverse cracking of 26th Street. The physical evidence does not
provide any basis for an opinoin that would support the allegations of the
property owners, Assuming such a claim would result in a legal contest; it is
my opinion that the claim would be denied, since a similar condition exists on
other streets in the same area, which were not subjected to the contractors
usage.
Very truly yours,
Jesse 8. Gandee
Councilman Tidquist said that the people who live on the street claim the
cracks were not in the street before the Contractor from the Water Company stored
heavy loads of dirt andused the street for heavy equipment.
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It was pointed out that both the Water Company and the Gas Company had
put in new lines on this street and regardless of who is responsible for causing
the damage to the street, the City of Nitro should see that the street is fixed.
The Mayor asked Councilman Tidquist if he had met with the officials of the
Water Company and Gas Company. Councilman Tidquist said he had been waiting for
them to call him.
The Recorder reported that Mr. Curtis of the Water Compny and Mr. Hart of
the Columbia Gas Company had both checked 26th Street.
The Mayor said it would be a good idea for Councilman Tidquist to check the
street with these representatives.
Councilman Allen said our City Engineer had given us his opinion, that the
claims should be denied. He felt we should give more consideration to this
problem as he had talked to the people who live on this street and they are
firmly convinced that the T&ter Company Contractor or Gas Company are responsible
for the damage.

I
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Mr. Watts, property owner on 26th Street, said that it was not the Mater line

I

that the Water Company put in on their street, he was convinced that it was the
heavy equipment that traveled the street that caused this damage. The heavy
equipment he was talking about belonged to the Contractor installing the 2nd Avenue
Water line. Mr. Watts, also told Council that he was retired and was at home and he
knows that the trucks made 30 or 1|0 trips per day heavily loaded containing sand
and gravel and probably weighing 28 hundred pounds per cubic feet.
Mr. Morgan, property owner of 26th Street, told Council he also belevies the
heavy equipment are resposisble for the breaks in their street. 26th Street was
traveled by heavy equipment more than any other street.
It was pointed out these cracks exist between 2609 and 2611.
The Mayor suggested contacting the representatives from Preston Carroll,
the contractor, Mr. Dawson, of the Vfest Virginia Water Company, to go over this

I

street and explain to them why the property owners feel the heavy equipment did
cause the damge on 26th Street.
Councilman Tidquist reported there were other places that were damaged and
presented a letter from Mrs. Wade Null, making a complaing against the Contract
Company which put in the water line on 2nd Avenae. Letter stating that "their
sidewalk was in top shape until the heavy equipment ran over it. Now it is
brfaken and falling apart. ^ should be fixed as soon as possible."
Mrs. Null also in her letter mentioned a water meter put in the corner of
the walk, has caused the walk to sink and makes it dangerous, stating that someone
could trip and fall into the street.
The Mayor said that Preston Caroll Contractor had agreed to take care of any
of the damaged places and suggested that these various things be pointed out to the

I

superintendent or District Manager of the West Virginia Water Company.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, the City of Nitro go
on record, the cracked places on 26th Street be investigated further and that
the City Engineer give a final O.K. before the City would accept the 2nd Avenue.
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job. Upon a vote motion

Thereowfw no discussion on traffic problem on 2ltth, 25th, 26th and 27ti)
Streets.

I

On the matter of the annexation of Red Oak Drive, the Recorder presented
to Council a petition from residents of Red Oak Drive stating that they do not
want incorporated into the City of Nitro. Petition signed by 32 persons.
The Recorder also read the f ollowingletter addressed to the Mayor and Council
from Jesse 8. Gandee, Engineer.
Gentlemen:
Pursuant to your letter of instruction if April 19, 1972, I looked over the
Red Oak Drive beyond the present corporation limits of the City of Nitro.
It is my feeling that the annexation of this area would not be inthe best
interest of the citizens of Nitro.
Presumably the people residing in the Red Oak Drive area requested annexation
for obvois reasons, le:
1.
2.
3.
U.
5.

Sanitary sewers
Fire protection
Street maintenance
Garbage service
Police protection

I

Of the above listed benefits only one, the construction of a sanitary sewers
to serve this area, would create undue expense to the City of Nitro.
To provide sewers, it would be necessary to install a sewage list station
to carry the sewage over the "high ground" at the present corporation limits.
It appears'to me that no alternative to the construction of a lift station can
be found, due to existing topographic conditions inthis area.
The probably cost of a lift station of the type that would be required,
would be as much as 1*0,000 complete in place.
Very truly yours,
Jesse B. Gandde
The Council proceeded to discuss this matter and the Mayor stated that another
lift station would cost somewhere around UO thousand dollars.
Councilman Hoke asked how many families this would accomodate. The Mayor said

I
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he beleived around the neighborhood of 32.

I

In answer to Councilman TidquiBt's question if this area were to be
incorporated would it necessitate the City to provide such services. The Mayor
said yes.
The Mayor asked for Council's action upon this matter since we have the
Engineers report and a petition from other residents of Red Oak Drive stating
they were not in favor of annexation.
Councilman Khiceley moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to table this
matter of annexation of opposite side of Bed Oak Drive.
The Recorder read the following letter filed by the Nitro Ministerial
Association.
Gentlemen:
We, the menfcers of the Nitro Ministerial Association, request that action be
taken to close the establishment, call "The Warehouse", located on 20th Street
next to the fire station in Nitro, as a public nuisance and hazard. The reasons
for this request are as follows:
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1. There is lack of supervision and concern for the youth both inside and outside,
as evidenced by the incident reported to the City Council at their last meeting
and the article on the front page of the April 20th issue of the Kanawha Valley
Leader.
2. The Warehouse has become a contributing facfcor in the problem of truancy,
as evidenced by the article mentioned above.

3. Youth frequenting the Warehouse void and defecate on the shrubbery and
property of St. Paul's Methodist, causing a health hazard for those who attend
the Church, especially children attending kindergarten.
U. The Youth make use of the church property for drinking alcholic beverages,
allegedly smoking pot, petting and other sexual acts. These activities also
take place in front of the Warehouse.
f>. During services held at St. Pauls' excessive noise, obbcene and abusive
language and use of firecrackers by young people at the warehouse and around the
building have had a disrupting effect on services and meetings.
6. Broken glass, beer cans, bottles inthe street, under shurbuery and on the
steps of the Church are both hazardous and unsightly. Windows inthe Church
have been broken by youth frequenting the Warehouse.

I

7. The Warehouse also provides for young people an opportune place to become
involved in the local drug scene.
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We do not expect $ni owner Of the Warehouse to be a mother and lather to the
young people of our community who frequent his establishment. We do expect him
to provide the kind of establishment and atmosphere which is conductive to
behavior and habits that are acceptable to this community. This, he has not
done, nor does he show any intention of doing so. Thus we request this place
of business be closed.

I

We also reconanend that the City Council be the guiding force in bringing together civic, school and religious groups todraw up, and carry out a planned
program for a community center for the City of Nitro.
Sincerely yours,
The
The
The
The
The

Reverend Kenneth B. Ball
Reverend Leroy 0. Beyer
Reverend Harold M. Qoodpaster
Reverend James F. Morton
Reverend William W. Westlund
The Recorder informed Council, Bob Comstock had been sent an invitation

to attend the Council meeting as Council had requested at the April 18th meeting.
Mayor Alexander told Council he had just received a call from Bob Comstock
telling him that he would not be attending the meeting upon the recommendation
of his Atrorney.
Mayor Alexander asked Luke Michael, City Attorney, if he would like to make

I

a statement regarding the aforegoing request of the Ministerial Association.
Mr. Michael said he would like to hear from the members of the Ministerail
Association first.
The Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church said they
wanted legal action taken, that someone has to get behind this problem and push it,
The Reverend James Horton of the Fist Baptist Church said the owner of
the Warehouse had spent l^g hours with him that afternoon and he expects to be
closed up and is waiting to be closed up.
Luke Michael said that the City Council is not going to close the Warehouse
unless they do it without his recommendation, going on to state that there is a
due process of law that we have to follow and until we can show concrete evidence
and have complaints and warrants issued that it is a public nuisance, he can not
recommend the closing of this place.

I
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Mr. Michael went on to say that there were times when he himself was afraid

I

to drive down the street by the Warehouse due to the crowds on the street, but that

everyone expects the City to take the lega action, the schools and parents, everyone involved expects the City to do everything abot it and that you jufet can not
come in before the City Council requesting the City closing a place of business and
expect it to be done, you have to have proof.
The Mayor reported that in the last couple weeks there have been some arrests

made on inside and outside of the building.
In answer to Reverend Horton's question onthe law on a public nuisance, the
Mayor said it necessitates proof, you can not do it on hear say, it has to be taken
to the Circuit Court and approved to their satisfaction.
Mr. Michael said you have to have a reason and show that there is not supervision
and being operated in the proper way. He went on to say that he would file a case
within a week if we had the proper grounds to go on.

I

Reverend Ball told of an incident of a young man outsidethe Warehouse playing

an obscen tape. He had asked the Police to come over, which they had done and
brogght the boy in with the tape. The boy was questioned by he and tiie Police
Officers anddue to the boy being a mental case fromthe Army he had not pressed
charges. The Mayor asked Reverend Ball If the boy had not been put out of the
Warehouse when he tried to play the tape inside. Beverend Ball did not recall this
comigg out of the questioning of the boy. However, the Mayor asked of the Recorder
if this was not brought out and she answered yes, the boy had told the Police
and Reverend Ball, the proprietor had put feim out of the Warehouse when he tried
to play the tape inside.
Reverend Ball went on to talk on the sexual acts going onsinside parkec CHES
on the street, the trash on the grounds of the church, the noise while church

I

service was being conducted shooting firecrackers and it seemed to him that this

was enough to close the place.
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Mr. Michael asked if the owner was responsible for selling fire crackers,
no one seanod to know the answer.
1

Reverend Ball said he still seemed to think he was contributing to delinquency

I

ofminors.
Reverend Horton said he would like to ask a personal question of Mr.Michael,
can you serve as a Counselor, the owner had promised him he would attend this
meeting and now because of his Attorney's recommendation he is not here and asked
Mr. Michael if he was representing this man.
Mr. Michal stated emphatically he was representing the City of Nitro and
he did not know who operated the Warehouse.
Councilman Allen said we do have some obligation and asked of the Mayor want
were the arreststhat he referred to.

The Mayor said the people were arrested for

intoxication.
Reverend Ball says the owner permits drunken people in his place of business*
and also using foul language.
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The Mayor said the Jblice Officers have checked and they are not selling
intoxicating drinks in the T^ferehouse.
Councilman Allen stated this man can not make a living with what he had in
tiiis place of business.
Father Beyer said it is most obvious that a lot of people would like to see
this place closed and someonecould close it.

Yhey are not going to seH dope

while the Police Officers are in the area.
Reverend Horton told the Council he had begged a father who's son is on dope
and has bought dope in the Warehouse to attend this meeting tonight but the
Father was afraid to come because of incrimination. This father has gone to the
Warehouse and taken his son out.
The Mayor asked of Reverend Horton if the boy bought the dope from the owner,
The answer was that it was not known.

I
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Mr. Michael' s advice was if a warrant was secured for contributing to a minor

I

then something could be done.
He was here to represent the City of Nitro, the fact that somebody (Joes inside

intoxicated and is permitted to rearain, is not callisifed as a violation, maybe
we should charge the partents. Why do they permit children to go there. It is his
opinion the trouble may start at home.
Reverend Ball said young people are greatly influenced by older people and
continued that it was evident a number of young people would not be brought in
this if not for the older people.
Councilman Allen said maybe it is not the man operating the place.
Reverend Ball said there are a lot of older people who are out of school who
are hanging around the place.
The Mayor said there had been special trained officers from Charleston
working in this town and they had not been able to get enough to make an arrest.
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Mr. Michael wondered if the children on these drugs could not be broken down

and make to tell where they obtain it.
The Mayor said children who had been brought in to Court with their parfents
would not tell a thing.
Reverend Ball asked if law contributing to minors makes it possible to close
the Warehouse? He thought the man would have some responsibilities and that they
are contributing to minors.
Mr. Michael said the place has to be delcared a public nuisance and just
because you come here and wafct the place closed down and we have not enoughto
go on, the judge would ask the same question that 1 have asked you but it is
not that easily done and that he did not want to cause a suit to be filed aginst
the City of Nitro.

I

Father Beyer asked if the owner was living up to the requirments of The City

License. The Mayor said yes.
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Reverend Ball's next question was if it was legal for minors to use pjriball
machines. Mr. Michael said there was no age limit, the Mayor added if the machines
were paying off, that would be some evidence.

I

Reverend Ball's next question was Regarding the toilet facilities, as there
is only one.
Mr. Michael said they are required to have two toilets if they were selling
beer.
The Mayor said the Police Officers were checking the place closely.
Councilman Allen said he was not in favor of removing our Officers from the
place of business but he beleives we are loosing our men from the Department when
they are in the Warehouse, they should be on the road.
Councilman Williamson said it seemed to him that the man operating this place
could be connected with permitting people who are intoxicated in his place of
business and that it was his duty to ask them to leave and if he did not he would
be operating an unlawful business.
Mr. Michael advised that all that had to be done was to have onesparent get

I

warrant contrbuting to delinquency of minor and it would be processed through
Prosecuting Attonrey's Office through an indictment.
Reverend Ball told Council they were not here forany easy way out but they
did want legal opinions. They did want the support of Council. He will cooperate
and the Ministerial Association will cooperate.
Councilman Hoke said he felt the burden of the whole things lies with the
parents.
Reverend $all said they cannnot do anything.
Councilen Hoke said they can clear up things in their own homes with their
children.
Reverend Hortonrreferring to the man who had gone to the Warehouse and got
his son, he says the man does not want to be publicized and he did not blame

I
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&tate £ax department
of &E£(t Virginia
Charleston 25305

CHARLES H. HADEN II

COMMISSIONER

IiGR 12:60

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OP THE LEVY ESTIMATE
BY THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER OF WEST VIRGINIA
TO THE

MUNICIPALITY OF NITRO

In accordance with the provisions of Article 8,
Chapter 11 of the West Virginia Code, as amended, and
contingent upon compliance with the provisions of Article
6, Section 38, of the West Virginia Constitution, I, as
State Tax Commissioner of West Virginia, do hereby
approve the Levy Estimate for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1972.

I

HOWEVER, APPROVAL IS CONDITIONED UPON THE CORRECTION OF
THE FOLLOWING DEFICIENCIES:

None.

I find that any levy rates to be imposed in excess
of those prescribed by the West Virginia Constitution
were legally authorized by a vote of the people.
I find that the proper rates of levy are being
used to retire any existing general obligation bond debt,
and that such total debt is within the limits prescribed
by the West Virginia Constitution and Code.
Given under my hand this i -, day of

April

TAX COMMISSIONER
CHHII: rpm
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him, when we do not do anytling. The place is a pest hole of sin, that is what

I

we have.
Dean Miller asked of the Mauor that the fact they had arrested people

in the place for intoxication was not something to go on.
Mayor said no, the persons were not minors.
The Mayor told the Minsters that if someone would get some concrete evidence
then the Council and our Attorney would give all the help they can.
The Recorder presented notice of approval of the Levy Estimate by State
Tax Commissioner of West Virginia, showingno exception or corrections. Said
letter to be attatched to the minutes of this meeting. Thereupon Councilman
Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the Levy rates be adopted aid
Levy Order be passes as follows: Upon a vote motion carried.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF KAMWHA AND PUTNAM,

I

MUNICIPALITY OF NITHD, to-wit:
At a regular session of the Council of the Municipality of Nitro held in
the Council Chamber thereof on Tuesday, the 2dd day of May, 1972, present:

W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Recording Officer Grace Lewis; L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K.
Kniceley, Kenton L.Williamson, Hugo D. Tidquist and Ray V. Allen, E. L.
Goodwin and Harry M. Graves, Jr., members of the Council of said Municipality.
CURRENT REGULAR MUNICIPAL IEVY ORDER

The Council having ascertained that the net amount necessary to be raised by a
levy of taxes for the current fiscal year for regular municipal purpose will be
$ 117,81*3.00, according to the estimate made and entered of records on the llth
day of April, 1972, and said estimate having been published as required by law, and
no one appearing to oppose the same or to take exception thereto, and the Tax'

I

Commissioner having approved the same in writing, it is therefore ordered that

said estimate and the rates of levy proposed therein, be approved and that the

following levies be laid on each one hudnred dollars valuation of each class of
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property, viz:
Sixteen and One Quarter cents (l6.25#) on dlass No. I property,
Thirty-two and One Half vents (32.$#) on Class Ho. II property,
Sixtyfive cents
(65#) on Class No. IV property,

I

for the purpose aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein, as follows:
CLASS

ASSESSED
VALUATION

Number I
Personal Property 1,166.OOOQOO
Public Utility
867,300.00

TOTAL

RATE
OF LEVI

TAXES LEVIED
(WHOLE DOLLARS)

l6.25#
16.25*

1,895.00
1,1*09.00

Total Class No. I

2,033,300.00

Number II
Real Estate

11,300,609.00

32.5#

36,727.00

Number IV
Real Estate
Personal Prop.
Public Utility

5,590,OlU.OO
U,209,100.00
2,171,900.00

65#
65#
65#

36,335.00
27,360.00
Ui,U7.00

Total Class No. IV 11,971,900.00
TOTALS

25,305,013.00

3,30lt.OO

?|,8l2.00
117,813.00

MUNICIPAL BOND PURPOSES-INTEREST AND SINKING FUND
ORDER

I

The Council having ascertained that the amount necessary to be raised by a
levy of taxes for the current fiscal year to pay the interest on and provide a
sinking fund for the discharge of the principal of a bond issue of $313,000.00
will be $ 18,130.00 accord!jg to the estimate made and entered of record on the
llth day of April, 1972 and said estimate having been published as required by
law and no one appearing to oppose the same or take exception thereto and the
Tax Commissioner having approved the same in writing, it is therefore ordered
that said estimate and the rates of levies proposed therein be approved and that
the following levies be laid on each one huddred dollars valuation of each class
property, viz;

I
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AUTHORIZED RATES

I

(Must be in Ratio of 1,2, and U)
Two and One Half cents $2.5#) on Glass No. d property,
Five
cents (5#)
on Class No. II property,
Ten
cents (10#) on das No. IV property,
for the purposes aforesaid, based upon the last assessment therein, as follows:
CLASS

ASSESSED
VALUATION

TOTAL RATE
OF LEVY

TAXES LEVIED
(WHOLE DOLLARS)

Number I
Personal Property 1,166,000.00
Public Utility
867,300,00
Total Class No. I 2*033,300.00

2.50
2.50

Number II
Real Estate

50

5,650.00

10$
100
10$

5,590.00
^,209.00
2,1?2.00
11,971.00

11,300,609.00

Number IV
Real Estate
5,590.®H».00
Personal Property U,209,190.00
Public Utility
2,171,900.00
Total Class IV 11,971,101;.00

I

TOTALS

25,305,013.00

292.00
217.00
509.00

18,130.00

The Recorder presented to Council a tentative list of Election Officials

to conduct the City Election to be held June 6, 1972.
Pointing ott to Council that theymay make any changes they thought necessary.
Councilman Williamson presented a list of people's names to be used as
Election Officials.
After going over the list and making a couple changes, Councilman Goodwin
moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, the following list be accepted asElection
Officials to conduct the Gity Election June 6, 1972. Upon a vote motion carried.
PRECINCT NO. 22

PUTNAM COUNTY

Frances Carroll
Hazel Townsend
Mildred Wbods
Mary Michael
Ereda Patton
Bertha French
Marie Cochran
Stella 0'Gorman
Florence Mollohan
Ruby Brace

3818 - 38th St.
1&22 . Third Avenue
3611 - 36th St.
112 Bailes Drive
3969 - 39* St.
U060 - IiOth St.
91 - UOth St.
3802 - 38th St.
3813 - 38th St.
38l5 - 38th St.

I

Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Recieving Commissioner
Receiving Clerk
Receiving Clerk
Counting Commissioner
Eountjng Commissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Clerk
Counting Clerk
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PRECINCT NUIBER 36U

KANAWHA COUNTY

Virginia T. Hunter
Camilla Brown
Dorothy Kinder
Nellie Stewart
Valieda McClanahan
R. Jerome Collins
Helen Colcord
Ray Ellis
W. P. MLller
Wanda Ferrell

2511 - 25th St.
2712 - 2?th St.
102 Brookhaven Dr.
2U11 - 2ltfh St.
71 Nor-Hi 21st St.
68 North 21stStreet
7 - 21st Street
75 North 21st Street
k6 - 21st St.
66 - 21st St.

PRECINCT NUMJER 365

KANAWHA COUNTY

Velma Kinder
Ezella Berry
Ruth Ann Jones
Marguarite Grover
Reba Mathes
Viola Ragle
Isabelle Hudnall
Hilda Kilgore
Jeanette Oldham
Itia Hoiley

1816 - 18th St.
22 - 21st St.
2102 - 21st St.

11*09 - Uith St.
1612
1619
1522
153U
1828

-

16th St.
16th St.
15th St.
15th St.
18th St.
15th St.

PRECINCT NUMBER 366

KfiNSHHI ODUNTY

Maxine Woodall
K&rrtle Adkins
Haomi Williard
Mable Sigman
Norma Jean Means
Ruth Carpenter
Beatrice Fore
Travea Hatfield
Audrey Deeter
Mrs. Robert Hathews

60h - 6th St.

1113

- llth St.

517
1328
923
1022
512
810
722
1020

- 5th St.
- 13th St.
- 9th St.
- 10th St.
- 5th St.
- 8th St.
- 7th St.
- 10th St.

PRECINCT NUIBER 367

KANAKA COUNTY

Gold Roark
Dorothy Maruish
Sadie Wright
Mable Reinacher
Ruby Hustead
Jaent Long
Eunice Higgiftbotham
Shirley Finney
Thomas Winter
Mrs. Omar Cunningham

1323 - W. 13th St.
1U27 - W liitii St.
10U Layne Ave.
1229 - W. 12th St.
2 Main Avenue
129 Lock Avenue
1317 - W. 13th St.
1105 Park Avenue
1223 Park Avenue
10U Broadway Avenue

Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Clerk
Receiving Clerk
Counting Commissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Clerk
Counting Clerk

I

Receiving Commissioner
Recieving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving derk
Receiving Clerk
Counting Commissioner
Counting Coraraissi cner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Clerk
Counting Clerk

I
Receiving Commissioner
Recieving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Recieving derk
Receiving Clerk
Counting Commissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting derk
Counting derk

Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Clerk
Receiving derk
Counting Commissioner
Counting Comissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Clerk
Counting derk

I
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I

PRECINCT NUMBER 368

KANAWHA COUNTY

Lucille Callihan
Virginia Coutler
Eaire Dye
JbAnne Ooff
Joyce Reynolds
Audrey Fields
Genieva Lulkart
Marjorie Hud mill
Bonnie Jones
Helen Britt

102 Juniper Street
809 Washington Ave.
901 Kanawha Ve.
910 Dupont AVB.
911 Kanawha Ave.
609 Dopont Avenue
1;00 Kanawha Avenue
103 Juniper Street
200 tfu&ipBr Street
80U Dupont Ave.

PRECINCT NUMBER 369

KANAWIA COUNTY

Juanita Hastings
Albina Bonner
Urs. Hark Samples
Wanda Collins
Wanda Smith
Mrs. William Harris
Mrs. John H. Shiflett
Mary Blake
Edna Seel
Margorie Sales

lU06 - Sattes Circle
1323 Main Avenue
1326 Main Avenue
lit36 Sattes Circle
203 Walker Street
1513P Fetiton Circle
130? Main Avenue
1101 Benamati St.
lUOU Main Avenue
1358 Valentine Circle

PRECINCT NUMBER 370

KANAM1A COUNTY

Vesta Annan
Minnie Jones
Nina Reveal
Elizabeih CLoud
Amy Yates
Frances Johnson
Betty Thomas
Kathie Eskins
Vivian Wright
Lucille Caldwell

707 Kanawha Ivenue So.
821 - 1st A-venue So.
llltf - 1st Avenue So.
707 IstAvenue So.
712 Michigan Ave.
107 Kanawha Ave. So.
719 Kanawha Ave. So.
711; Sain Avenue
1157 - 1st Avenue So.
715 - Kanawha Ave. So.

I

Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Clerk
Receiving Clerk
Counting Commissioner
Counting Commissionsr
Counting Commissioner
Counting Clerk
Counting Clerk

Receiving Commissioner
Recieving Commissioner
Recieving Commissioner
Recieving Clerk
Recieving Clerk
Counting Oommissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Commissioner
Coounting Clerk
Counting GLerk

Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Commissioner
Receiving Clerk
Receiving Clerk
Counting CommisfeLoner
CountdngCommissioner
Counting Commissioner
Counting Clerk
Counting Clerk

In a discussion of Ordinance relating to Occupancy and use of buildings and
property contracts, license, or contracting permits, Mr. Michael informed Council
that the caption of the Ordinance must be legally advertised before passage,
as it pertains to a fee charge. He suggested the Council go ahead and advertise
and complemented the Committe doing a good job on the Ordinance.
Councilman Goodwin said he had one change before the Second Reading and that1
was to request license fees fiot be in effect until after the beginning of the

I

fiscal year. With the thought in mind that an Establihsed contractor would not
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pay the initial fee that the Ordinance calls for and in discussion it was pointed
out that the Contractor must be located within the City limits and does not mean
contractor having $ust a Nitro address and operating outside the City limits.

I

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, the following
Ordinance be accepted for Second Reading.

Upon a vote motioncarried.

AN ORDINANCE REGELATING QCCUPANCY AND USE OF BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY.

CONTRACTORS,

LICENSE AND OR CONTRACTING PERMITS WITHIN THE CUT OF NlfflD.
Be it ordained by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
SECT 3D N 1:

Definitions:

For the purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the use of buildings and
property to conform with the Zoning Ordinance and the inspection of the buildings
and property for the occupancy requested.
To regulate contractors who do work in the City to have their work inspected
to conform with all City coes.
SECTDN 2. OCCUPANY PERMIT:

I

An occupancy permit must be obtained before any building or property can be
occupied for any purpose. Permit must specify use of the building or peropty, if
use is changed a new pezmit must be obtained.
SECTION 3 INSPECTED:

A. Electrical Safety

B. Heating Plant (Venting)
C. Fire Hazards

D. Sanitary facilities, if serviced by City sewers (they must be used). An approved
septic system must be used if City sewers are not available.
E. Down spouts or drains are not tied into Sanitary sewers.
F. Be placed on City oendces Billing list.

I
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G.

I

All R & 0 Taxes or other taxes required by the City be paid befone a permit is
approved. This includes all previous bills owed the City.

SECTBJNKBU: OCCUPANCY PERMIT COST AND FINES:
Residential permit $ 2.00. Fines up to $ 25*00. Permits arid inspection are
still required even after occupancy or use of property. Any correction required
must be made or additional fine can be imposed up to five (5) times orignal fine.
Business permit $ 20.00. Fines up to $ 100.00.
still required even after occupany or use of property.

Permits and inspection are
Any corrections required

must be made or additional fine can be imposed up to five (5) times the orignal fine.
Industrial permit $ ^0.00. Fines up to $ 250.00. Permits and inspection are
still required even after occupancy or use of property. Any corrections required
must be made or additional fine can be imposed up to five (5) times the orignal
fine.

I

SECTION 5:

CONTRACTORS LICENSE OR PERMITS.

Each person or company engaged in the business or occupation of:

Pest Control,

Installing, altering, repairing any building or structure, landscaping, grading
or changing the present conture of the land, must obtain a license or permit.
SECTION 6:

LICENSE OR PERMIT COST & FINES.

The initial fee for a Contractors license shall be $ 50.00 and renewal at
$ 10.00 annually.
The Contractors permits shall be for each indiviudal job and shall be

$ 10.00
Any contractor failing to secure a permit may be fined up to $ 50.00.
Individual as defined here is to mean is doing his own work on his own
property or building.
SECTION 7 DEMDLITEN OF BUILDING OR STRUCTURE.

I

For the demolition of any building or structure shall be $ l\DQ any permit

to demolish any building or structure shall provide that such work shall be

246
completed within a period of thirty (30) days from the date of the issuance thereof,
and shall further provide that all rubbish, waste materials and substance, debris,
dirt and other litter shall be disposed of or removed from the premises and that

I

the presmies be cleared thereof. To secure compliance with this provision, a bond
Qi

or certifiec check in an amount to be specified by the Building Official not to
exceed $ 500.00 Five Hundred Ajllars, shall be required of the person requesting
the permit to demolish a building or structure. In determining the amount of the
bond or certified check he shall consider the location of the premises, the type
of the building or structure to be demolished, the estimated cost of demolishing
said building or structure, and all other pertinent facts.
After the work has been completed, and upon certification from the Building
Inspector that all rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris, dirt and other
litter has been satisfactorily disposed of or removed from the premises, and that
said premises are clear thereof, the bond or certified check shall be returned to
the holder of the permit j however, should the holder of the permit fail t» comply

I

with the provision hereof and fill to remove rubbish, waste meaterials, and substances,
debris, dirt and other litter and fail to leave the premises clear thereof, then
the Council may, upon recommendation of the Building Official order said bond
forfeited or said certified check cashed by the City Clerk; and shall direct and
order that said premises be cleared of any rubbish, waste materials and substances,
debris, dirttand other litter and shall charge the cost thereof to the holder of
the permit. After deducting the cost of removal and other expenses to the City, the
remainder of the money shall be returned to the holder of the permit.
SECTION 8 RESPONSIBILITI
It shall be the responsibility of the owner of £ the properly to see that all
permits afe secured before any work, demilition or property can be occuped.
SECT3DN 9 EXAMPLES
Permits must be obtained:
When new buildings are to be occupied.

I
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When use of building or property changes.
When buildings or property is vacated and then occupied by others.
Trailers sales lots, car sales lots or any use of property wfetether buildings
are used on the property or not.

I

This is no way covers all examples, but is meant to give some idea of the
meaning.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the necessary
parts of the Ordinance be advertised. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Allen told Council since we have paved lilst Street, he thought
no hevay trucks should be allowed on the street.
Residents from Ulst Street present said it was the heavy trucks that tore
up the street. It was suggested that a weight limit be put on the sign.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, that signs be erected
on Ulst Street prohibiting trucks in excess of 8 thousand pounds. Upon a vote
motion carried.

I

Councilman Williamson brought up the matter of a sunken place on Washington
Avenue arid Ivy Street. Mrs. John Kraft, the person who had made the complaint
presented a diagram to Council showinghow the street is slaking. It is only
possible to use one side going from Washington to Dupont. Also pointing out such
problems as the sidewalk in the 800 block, cars parked on both sides of street
making it possible for only one car to go through. Asking if a bulldozer could not
be used in this area in order that they might fill in the alley andthe only way
they have of getting out 1J by the use of Ivy Street if weather permits. She said
they could use the alley, but people objected to it and there is no other way for
them to get to their garage.
CounciLBHn Hoke said Ivy Strefet had been on the paving list but it was
deleted as the people did not want it paved.

I

Mrs. Kraft also pointed out in putting up the stop signs the stop sign had

beenerected at another place and they could use one at the corner of the street.

248
She stated further she was in favor of paving Ivy Street.
Councilman Tidquist said he was still receiving complaints from people on lf>th
Street regarding the water and debris coming from the hill.

•
^

Councilann Tidquiet told Council he had checked the request made by Walls
American Service Station who has a dusk to dawn light in front 8S the place of
business and would like to move this light to the rear of the building as a
flood light and asked the City to install a street light in front of his place of
business on 1st Avenue.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Alien, that a street
light be ordered installed in front of Walls American Service Station. Upon a
vote motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley pointed out to Councila street light was needed at
10th Stree t and 2nfl Avenue, pointing out he felt everyone knew why the street light
was needed. Thereupon, Councilman Khiceley moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist

I

to request a 35> hundred mercury vapor light be installed at 10th Street and 2nd Avenue .|
Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist reported to Council he had received complaint on
resurface on lltth Street where the new black top, installed recently, was
crumbling.
Council an Kniceley said he had also received complaints of llth Street and
llith Street paving.
Councilman Allen said he had received complaint and checked the streets, and
the material put down pulled right off the curb, it is no higher than the aggreate
that was used.
CouncilMan Tidquist points'? cut a place in front of A. *. Whaples on lUth
Street where water comes through the curb. The Mayor said this place had existed
for 22 years and seemed to be an under ground spring and the street had had
number of pot holes in it but no ho,es where the water seeps through.

I
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Councilman Goodwin said he did not think the Contractor rolled the black top

I

enoggh.
It was pointed out the paving program would need to be completely checked out
before acceptance.
Vernon Casebolt in making an announcment that he was a candidate for Council
for Tdard Number Three, told Council in talking to a few people that he had a touchy
question.
The people have brought to his mind the desire the City use voting machines
in the City Election.
This is their question and he feels like in wanting to be their representative
that the Council strongly consider this question.
Mayor Alexander iMormed that Eitro is located in two Counties, Kanawha County
has approved the use of voting machines and the Putnam County Court has never

I

approved the use of voting machines.
He has had the advise of three different Attorneys during Elections that
unti}. such time as the County of Putnam Approves the use of voting mach nes that
the City of Kitro can not use voting machines in that particular Precinct. Purhter
he didnot "blink the people had any worry with the type of persons who are picked
to conduct an Election and that we have to go by the Permenant Registration Laws
of W. Va.
Councilaan Allen said he would check the law out with the Secretary of State
regarding the use of machines in Putnam County.
Mayor Alexander introduced Cadet Troop No. U66. Their leader told Council,
attending Council meeting was requirement to get their badge.
Residents from Ijlst Street complained of Childers Motor Sales taking possession
of &lst Street and suggested Council make the street one way.

I

Councilman Hoke said he preferred a petition requesting this.
Other residents of Ulst Street complained of water running from the Childers

Garage into their street, the water contains oil and debris end this is tracked
into their homes.
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Councilman Hoke informed Council the Nitro Taxi Company keeps their cars on
one side of 19th Street causing a hazard. He proposed a letter be written to
Nitro Taxi Company givingthem 2k housrs to clear the street or a $ £.00 fine be

I

Imposed for cars unamnned on l?th Street.
Councilman Allen seconded by motion. Upon a vote motion carried.
Mayor Alexander suggested checking the legality on this matter with the City
Attorney.
The ^esidents of Ulst Street complained of the same problem, that at times
there are lit *o 1.5 cars belonging to Childers Motor Sales, parked without
license on 1)1 st Street and that there are no places for residents to park,
Mr. Bill Wilson suggested the are between the railroad tracks and the highway be graded andused for parking. The Mayor informed Mr. Wilson that this
property belongs to the Department of Highway and he does not feel we can get
permission for this.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,

I

Councilman Hoke moved the meeting be recessed.

Mayor

'

f \r

I
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May 9, 1972

I

The City Council met in recessed session Tuesday, May 9, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, DB. R.V.
Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., E. L. Goodwin, Kenneth K. Kniceley and Kenton L.
Williamson, members of City Oouncil.

Councilman Or. L. I. Hoke and Hugo T. Tidquist

being absent.
The Recorder presented petitions of nomination of candidates for Election
to be held June 6, 1972.
MAYOR
Roger A. Cooke

2002 - 20th St.

William D. "Bill" Gibson

1302 Valentine Circle

Donald R. Mellert

1318 - W. 13th St.

N

Bennie L. Savilla

I

U033 - UOth St.

The Recorder informed Council that! she did hold another peititlon for nomination for Mayor from a person who did not pay the filing fee and she did not wish
to mentionnthe name as the least said is easiest mended and she did not wish to
embarrrass the man or his family.

Council*en Agreed.

The Recorder told Council she had a letter from Charles 0. Agee, asking that
his name be withdrawn as a candidate for Mayor due to previous commitments to
his Company and asked for a motion that Mr. Agee be reimbursed the $ 10.00 filing
fee.

Thereupon Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson,

Mr. Ague's letter be accepted and directed he be refunded the $ 10.00 filing fee.
Upon a vote notion carried.
RECORDER
Rosilea Cundiff

292$ - 2?th St.

Dolly Friddy Dodson

208 Walker St.

I

Tom "Bucky" Melton

2819 - 28th St.
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00UNGIL AT LAROE
Hr.--H.-V. Allen

2177 - 21st St.

Richard A. "Richie" dine

1331 Main Avenue

Noraa Johnston

3102 - 31st St.

Robert R. "Bob" Mattox

1UO£ Sattes Cjrcle

Bean Miller, Minister

2 Smith Street

Keith E. Priddy

1527 - W. 15th St.

Hugo D. Tidquist

1109 Park Avenue

I

OOUSCimAN WARD NUMBER ONE
Joe W. Javins

U120 - Third Avenue

Jacqueline "Jackie" Mallett

2507 - 25th St.

Kerait L. Thoapson

3953 - 39th St. East

Janes B. Thlee

233 Brookhaven Dr.

I

ODimGIIKAN WARD MTOBER TTO

Albert Franklin "Sonny" Harmon

1807 - 18th St.

Paul R. Hill

615 - 6th St.

Janes S. "Jim" Landers

72l» - 7th St.

COUNCILMAN WARD THREE
Vernon Casebolt

307 Kanawha Arenue

Kenton L. Iftlliamson

1003 Washington Avenue

The Recorder presented a note from John W. Cos, 316 Dopoat Avenue, who
had filed for Ooonci}aan Vtard Three, stating his desire to hare his name removed
froa the list.
Thereupon Councilaen Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley,
to accept Mr. Cox's note and direceed he be refuned his $ 10.00 filing fee.
Upon a vote motion carried.

I

I

STATE
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May 5, 1972

Dr. R. V. Allen
21 77th 21st Street
Nitro, West Virginia
Dear Dr. Allen:

I

This will confirm our telephone conversation of Wednesday, May 3, -1972. With respect to your inquiry whether or not it is
permissible for voting machines to be used
in the city of Nitro elections, I call your
attention to Section 29 of Article 4 of
Chapter 3 of the Election Laws of West
Virginia which follows:
"The county court of any county
which has adopted the use of voting
machines is hereby authorized to
make such machines available to any
municipality in, or partly in, such
county for use in the elections conducted by such municipality, and the
use of voting machines by such municipality shall be upon such terms
and conditions as may be agreed upon
between the county court and the
municipality."
Thus, it would appear that the Kanawha
county court is authorized to make its

I

OFFICE OF THE: SECRETARY OF STATE

I

Dr. R. V. Allen
May 5, 1972
Page 2

Noting machines available to the city of
Nitro for use in the elections conducted
by the city of Nitro upon such terms and
conditions as may be agreed upon between
the county court of Kanawha county and
the municipality of Nitro.
If in the future I can be of assistance
to you, please do call on me.

I

alphtf J.
hier, Elarction Divifeton
RJBJ/dcr

I
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OOOTCH WARD FOUR

I

William A. "Bill" Burford

1169 - 1st Avenue

E. L. "Chub" Goodwin

103 Cleveland Avenue

Harry Anthony Hechesky

202 Hillside Drire

Thoaas B. Lilly

150U Fenton Circle

After the members of Council had personally examined each and every petition,
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the petitions be
accepted and certified, that each candidates name be placed on the Ballot, for
the City Election to be held June 6, 1972. Upon a vote action carried.
Councilman Allen presented to Council the following information secured froa
Ralph J. Bean, Jr., Chief Election Division of the Office of Secretary of State.
Dear Dr. Allen:
This will oonfira our telephone conversation of Wednesday, May 3, 1972.
With respect to your inquiry whether or not it is permissible for voting aaohiaes

I

to be uesed in the City of Nitro elections, I call your attention to Sectioa 29
of Article k of Chapter 3 of the Election Laws of Nest Virginia which follows:
"The county court of any county which has adopted the use of voting

machines is hereby aathorieed to any municipality in, or partly in, such county
for use in the elections conducted by such municipality, and the use of voting
machines by such municipality shall be upon such terms and conditions as may be
agreed upon between the county court and the municipality:"
Thus, it would appear that the Kanawha County Court is authorised to aake
it* voting macMiMs available to the City of Nitro foruaa in the eleotlone
conducted by the City of Nitro upon such terms and conditions as aay be agreed
upon between the county court of Kanawha county and the Municipality of Nitro.
If in the future I can be of assistance to you, please do call on me.

I

Sincerely yours,

Ralph J. Bean, jr.
Chief, Election Division.

254
The Mayor said this Information is exactly what he has been told previously.
We can use the machines in Nitre in Kanawha County section, but In Putnam County we
cant.no t. Putnam Coanty has not adopted the use of noting machines and they can not

I

be used thereuntil they are adopted.
Councilman Allen TO iced His opinion that the City Council has authority of the
Election and If Council desired to use machines, they could use them, that feb) would
certainly get a decision from Putnam County. The Mayor said that Wednesday following'
last Council meeting, he had talked with Jack PauLey regarding the City using the
voting machines and had been told the Coutaay only had eight extra machines which
were befag held in case of broken down ••chines ia the Primary, May 9, 1972 and
due to any litigation on recounts coming out of May 9th Primary, lhat the voting
machines in Kanawha County would not be available for City of Nitro, June 6, 1972
Election.
Mr. Pauley's interpretation of the law regarding the Counties use of maehnes
was seme as the Mayor had just stated.

I

Councilman Allen said he would like to have a letter to this affect sod if
machines are available, that we use them*
It is not his intention to say anyone working in an Election is dishonest.
Councilman Allen said he would like a motion to the affect that if a voting machine
can be used in Kanawha County, they use them. Mayor Alexander contended that

*
Putnam County has to adopt the use of machines before we can use them in that Coanty.
•
Councilman Allen said his interpretation from Mr. Bean was that this is the

prerogative of the City Council,, this is strlclty a City Election.
The Mayor said it sti.ll has to be conducted under State Election laws.
Coundlaan Allmnread the last paragraph on page 2 of Mr. Beams letter. He
also said if they were available to use that he thought we should use them.
There being no further business the Mayor adjourned the meeting. ,

Mayor

•
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May 16, 1972

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, May 16, 1972.
There were presents W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis) Recorder, Dr. R. V.
Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr., E. L. Goodwin, Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Knicely,
and Kenton L. Williamson, members of City Council. Councilman Hugo D. Tidquist
being absent.
The meeting was.called to order by W. W. Alexander.
The Reverend James Horton of the First Bapitist Church gave the invocation.
Councilman Goodwin moved, the last paragraph on page 13> of the minutes Hay 2nd
meeting be corrected to read "Any establihsed Contractor located within the City
limits of Nitro and has been in business for two or more years can continue to do
contracting by paying $ 10.00 renewal fee beginning July 1, 1972."
Motion seconded by Councilman Khiceley,

I

Upon a vote motion carried.

Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the minutes for

May 2 as corrected and May 9, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the financial Statement
for the month of April be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Mayor Alexander said since Councilman Tidquist is out of town due to death
in family, we will not have a discussion on the repairs to Second Avenue.
There was no discussion on the traffic problem on 2Uth, 25th, 26th and27th
Streets.
With regard to Ordinance of Occupancy and Use of Building and Property, Mr.
Michael, the Attorney, pointed out the Ordinance needs a few revisions before being
advertised and since it will not become effective untilJifty 1, 1972, we will
delay discussing the matter until June 16, 1972 meeting.
There was no discussion on the cracks on 26th street, as the Mayor said he

I

did not beleive Mr. Tidquist had had an opportunity to meet with the Contractor of

the West Virginia Water Company.
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The following letter was read to Council from Donald R. Mellert.

I

Addressed to Miss Grace Lewis) Recorder, Nitro, W.Va.
As of this day, Hay 1J>, 1972, I an withdrawing my name from the list of
candidates running for Mayor of the City of Nitro, by reason of employment
opportunity elsewhere. This would eliminate my availability as full time Mjyor.
Signed: Donald R. Mellert
1318 ¥. 13th St.
Nitro, W.Va. 2$li*3
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, Donald R. Mellert's name
as candidate nominated for Mayor June 6, 1972 be removed from the Ballot.

Upon

a vote motion carried.
The Recorder read the following replacements fur the Voting Precincts in Nitro,
PRECINCT NUMBER 22, PUTNAM COUNTY

Bertha French replacing Freda Patton as Receiving Clerk.
Qeneveive Pottorff replacing Bertha French as Counting Conmissioner.
PRECINCT NUMBER 361|, KANAWHA COUNTY

I

Qeorgiana Ashford replacing Dorothy Kinder as Receiving Commissioner.
May Sampson replacing Wanda Ferrell as Counting Clerk.
PREDICT NUMBER 36$, KANAHHA COUNTY
Edna Nelsowreplacing Hilda Kilgore as Counting Connissioner.
PRECINCT NUMBER 366, KANAWA COUNTY

Dimples Matthews replacing Mable Sigman as Receiving Clerk.
Ruth Rice replacing Beatrice Fore as Counting Commissioner.
Leslie Frazier replacing Treva Hatfield as Counting Commissioner.
John Wbmack, Jr. replacing Dimples Matthews as Counting dork.
PRECINCT NUMBER 367, KANAKA COUNTY
Reba Lewis replacing Dorothy Maruish as Receiving Commissioner.
PRECINCT NUMBER 368, KAIAWHA COUNTY

Nancy Hill replacing Marie Dye as Receiving Commissioner.
JoAnne Addison replacing Joycle Reynolds as Receiving Clerk.

I

257
PRECINCT NUMBER 369, KANAKA COUNTY

I

Marjorie Sales replacing Juanita Hastings as Receiving Commissioner.
Sadie Ijykins replacing Albina Bonner as Receiving Commissioner.
Eva Ranges replacing Mrs. William Harris as Counting Commissioner.
Karen Sales reffeeing Edna Teel as Counting Clerk.
Betty Medley replacing Marjorie Sales as Counting Clerk.
PRECINCT NUMBER 370, KANAWHA COUNTY

Margaret Owsley replacing francos Johnston as CountingCommissioner.
OUie Hancock replacing Vivian Wright as Counting deifc,
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, the aforegoing
Election Officials be appointed as replacements to conduct the City Election to
be held June 6, 1972.

Upon a vote motion carried.

Mr. Michael informed Council the Engineer's Report on the street paving was
not complete and asked Council to recess this meeting in order that we could go

I

in sesiion when the repirt is completed.
The Recorder read the following letter from Jack Pauley, Clerk of Kanawha
County Court, under date of May 12, 1972 to the Countil.

Dear Mayor Alexander:
In answer to your telephone reuqest on May 2nd as to the availability of voting
machines for your City Election to be held on June 6, 1972, please be advised that
there will not be any machines available at that time. As you know all of our
machines were in use for the Primary Election. The Canvass of the machines will
take at least two weeks to complete. The law required that they remain locked for
seven days after the completion of the Canvass. This will tie up allmachines until
too late to prepare any for your election.

I

I am sorry that we cannot supply with machines for this election. Perhaps we

will be able to in future elections.
Yours truly,
Jack Pauley, Clerk of theCounty Court.

The Mayor told Council he talked by phone with Mr. Pauley and Also Mr. Ralph
Bean of the Secretary of State Office. Both being of the sane opinion, we could
use votingfflmachines in Kanawha County but not in Putnam County.

I

Ben Savilla asked to be heard. He informed Council that Jack Pauley, Clerk
of the Kanawha County Court, had come out with the statement that voting machhes
could be made available by the Shoupe Company. He, (Mr. Savilla) had contacted the
representative of the Shoupe Company and the machines can be made available to
Nitro and thathe is willing to pay all the cost above the normal City Election
cost to have the use of the machines and that he would pay the money in advance
for the voting machines.
The Mayor said he did not baleive even if the voting machines were available
to Kanawha County Precincts, that we would haw time to do anything about it. Time
was the factor.
Mr. Savilla said if it was a matter of cost he would pay that too.
The Mayor asked Mr. Savilla if he thought these 80 people selected to

I

serve as Election Officials were dishonest people.
Mr. Savilla said no, but he was familiar with procedures. One or two in each
precinct could do the trick by the use of unmarked ballots. Give them to him
in the same position and he could show you.
The Mayor pointed out the people who have been appointed to serve on the City
Election Boards are honest people and it is up to the Council.
Mr. Savilla suggested one of the Council members put it in action.
Councilman Williamson said he thought these people are honest. They would
still be in charge of the machines and we will still have to depend on them. It
did not make a lot of difference to him, however, several people have voiced their
opinion.
Councilman Williamson asked Vernon Casebolt if he was interested in the use
of voting machines.

I

Mr. Casebolt said he was interested in a fiar election, If we can get the voting

I

mac&ines, they have been used in Nitro High School Student Council Elections and
he thought if we can get them, use them.
Councilman Williamson asked Dean Miller his opinion*
Mr. Miller's answer was in possible use the voting machines.
Councilman Hoka asked if Jack Pauley, Clerk of County Court, is not the man
in charge and that we had the letter from him stating that we could not get them
and what we have here is heresay.
The Mayor said he beleived the voting machines would have to come through
the County Clerk's Office and the law is all we have to go by.
Mr. Savllla said in a tape recorded session, Mr. Pauley had agreed to ttis
transaction. He is the man who proposed the Shoupe Mfg. Co. and if that he,
Mr. Savllla, would get the voting machines then he would furnish the technicians
for the Election.

I

Mr. Michael said he had not checked anything further after the City received

letter from Mr. Pauley, County daresaying the machines were not available for
Kanawba County and if Mr. Pauley has changed &is opinion he had not notified the
City, we do not know anything about it.
Mr. Savilla wanted to know why the figptt.
Mr. Pauley has said we could use voting machines.
The Mayor said he didn't care what anybody said, we have Mr. Pauley«s letter
that he can not furbish machines.
Mr. Savilla said this was new information.
The Mayor replied Mr. Pauley had not contacted the City Government.
The Mayor said Council would have to back up and request notices be sent to people
serveing on the Election Boards, the ones thatwould not be used.

I

Councilman Kniceley asked how many people this would be.
Jtfc

The Recorder informed five people on each Board.
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Councilman Williamson said he would like to make a motion, if voting Machines
are available and can be used, do so. Going on to say there is so much controversy
that almost everyone he talked to would like to use voting machines in the Election,

I

and that he would like to have machines if it were not too late.
Councilman Allen said if there is some doubt about this we should per sue it
and have it clarified. He would second the notion.
The Mayor said If the City «sed than, they must make agreement with the County
Clerk that furnish the voting machines.
Mr. Savilla said he was sure that you will be able to get his opinion.
Mr. Savilla said the interpretation according to tape recorded interview, any
municipality that lies in two counties and one county has voted the approval of
Bse of voting machines, that Municipality would use voting machines in all Precincts
or two counties.
The Mayor said that is not the law, that both Mr. Bean of the Secretary of
State's Office and Mr. Pauley, County Clerk, had told him that we could use

I

voting machines in Putnam County.
Mr. Savilla said he hadn't heard Mr. Pauley say this.
The Mayor said further it is up to Council to make this decision.
The Recorder told Councilman Williamson his motion was not complete. Mr.
Williamson wanted to know why.
The Recorder said the advice we had received that machines could only be
used in Kanawha County.
Councilman Hilliamson then asked that his motion read, if voting machines
are available and can be used in the Kanawha County precincts, that we do so
and pfper ballots be used in Putnam County precinct.
Councilman Allen said before he seconds his motion, again he wanted to make
it clear he did not have any objection to anyone who had been selected to
work in the poles.

I
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Oouncilaan Williamson said he did not have&ny objections either.

I

Councilman Hoke asked how we go about the preparation 6£ the Ballots, we would

have two types of voting and do we know how to go about preparing for both of them,
and howis it go ing to be done.
The Mayor said that we would prepare the ballots in two different ways, one
for the machines and one for paper ballots for the Putnam County precinct.
Councilman Khiceley asked about the people who had been notified fco serve
as Election Officials, what do we do about that.
The Mayor told Council that it would be up to them as to the names that
comes off the Election Boards*
In answer to Councilman Xniceley's question on the fee, the Recorder informed
they are paid $ 10.00.
In answer to Councilman Goodwin's question on the number of voting machines
it would take, the Mayor said it would take 20 machines for Kanawha County, as you

I

have several large precints.
Inanswer to Councilman Hoke's question on the cost of machines, the Mayor
said a $ UO.OO for voting machines and the cost of technicians.
Councilman Bofcte asked if there would be a need of one technician for each

voting machines or one technicians for each prednfct.
The Mayor said he did not know how many they would need.
Councilman Khiceley said he thought the people who had been appointed and
if not being used should be paid, as we have already asked them to work.
Councilman Hoke said he would like a guarantee on the voting machines.
The Mayor said he was not an Attorney, but if was his opinion that wemust
make agreement with the County Clerk.
Mr. Michael said Ifeis was his opinion.

I

Mr. Savilla said he would write a check for $ 1*00.00 right now.
Councilman Khiceley said we must be absolutely suee we do not mess up the

Election.
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Councilman Hake said it did not make any difference about the voting but the
Council has worked up the Boards ad set up the provision and that it will
necessitate letting some people off if we use -the machines and we do not have

I

authority from any body else. We have a statement from our Attorney and as far
as he knows it is not legal*
The Mayor asked for vote on the motion on the floor.
Those voting in favor of the motion were Councilman Allen and Williamson.
Voting against the motion were Councilman Goodwin, Graves, Hoke and Grace
Lewis; Recorder.
Councilman Kniceley obstained. Motion defeated.
In a discussion on the Watershed, the Mayor informed Council that the Watershed
would probably be completed sometime in June.
There is one thing that has been holding it up and that is Blake Creek Road
which is to be raised in one section.
The lake being filled would onot have any effect on the road. There would have

I

to be a 25 year frequency flood for the water to get across this section of the
road. However, the Soil Conservation Engineer feel that it would be possible
in case of a 2f> year frequent flood the water to cross this section of the road
and this is the reason they have held up in filling the lake.
This section of the road is to be raised by the Department of Highways.
The Mayor said that there is one thing he wuld like to bring out at this
point. It is important that the people of Nitro know this. He has been told that
someone has made a statement that if the City had not built the Watershed this
money could have gone to build a youth center. He feels that the people who are
putting out this information are either badly misinformed or lying. However, it
is his opinion that some are lying aid others are just mininfozmed. He wanted it
clearly understood that the;money used in the Watershed could not have been used
for any other purpose. The watershed msney came through the Federal Goverement.

I
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under Bouse Bill 565, it is flood protection money.

I

Some people are giving this info nation to persons who are new in town and

persons Who do not know any better. Some of the people know that it is crystal
clear this money could not have been used for anything else other than flood protection and he feels the people of Nitro should know this.
Councilman Allen asked if they were going to move the dirt from the slip.
He did not think they core dtilled. The Mayor said yes, the core drilled for the
dam and that is evidentally a p, spring on the hill that has caused Ihis problem.
It will have to be taken care of before Soil Conservation Engineers will
accept the project.
The Recorder presented to Council a copy of an Ordinance passed by City of
Charleston which had been mailed to her relating to the possession of
hypodermic syringes, sale 6f hypodermic syringes, and destruction of used or
discarded hypodermic syringes.

I

Councilan Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, this matter

be tabled until next meeting in order that Council would have time to study this
Ordinance. Upon a vote motion carried.
Mr. Casebolt said he had not heard the rumor of the Water shed, and he was sure
that anybody that had said this, that any candidate £6r office would have put
him straight.
Mr. Millar said he had not heard the rumor either. It is ridiculous.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
Oouncilaan Hoke moved, the meeting be recessed.

I

MAIDR

^—> RECORDER

*
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May 31, 1972
The City Council met in receesed session Wednesday, May 31, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewis; Recorder, Dr. R. V.

I

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry H. Graves, Jr., Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Khiceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
The Bagineer's Report was presented to Council on the Paving Program as
follows t
CITY OF N3TBD
Project No. 1-71
May 23, 1972
Ehgineer's Report
Resurfacing - United One
Eleventh Street - First Avenue to Second Avenue
Twelfth Street - Second Avenue to Third Avenue
Fourteenth Street - Second Avenue to Third Avenue
Seventeenth Street - First Avenue to Second Avenae
Forty-First Street - First Avenue to Second Avenue
Cleveland Avenue - West Virginia Route 25 to Michigan Ave.

I

SIDEWALK REPAIR - UNIT TVD

Second Avenue - Between Twenty-First and Twenty-Second Street
Twenty-First Street - Between Back Street and Wintz Steeet
To the Honorable Mayor and Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, County
of Kanawha and Putnam,
I, hereby certify and report that the cost of the permanent improvement of
the aforementioned streets, all situtate within the limits of the City of Nitro,
Kanawha and PutnamyCounties, West Virginia, was Eighteen Thousand, Four Hundred,
Seventy Six Dollars and Twenty-eight Cents *18,1*76.28.)
It is further reported and certified that said work was made and completed in
accordance with the direction of the Mayor and Common Council of the City of Nitro,
the specifications, plans and supervision of the Engineer, his representative and.
Inspector, and in accordance with the contract made by the City of Nitro and Superior
Paving Company, the low bidder; that the description of the lots and lands and the
amount assessed against each of the said owners and the property abutting, bounding
and fronting upon said streets, are hereinafter correctly shown; that the amounts,
including all related expenses, have been charges, calculated and apportioned for
each parcel and lot abutting, bounding and fronting on said street, that said streets
were permanently improved in accordance with Chapter 8, Article 8, of the Code of
WestVirginia, and that said improvements are complated and ready for acceptance by

I
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the Council of the City of Nitro, and is properly assessable according to law, and
that the lands aid lots abutting, fronting and bounding thereon are properly assessable
according to law, in the amounts shown on the assessment rolls attatched hereto.

I

Respectfully Submitted,
Robert R. Anderson, Engineer
by: Jesse B. Oandee
Project Administrator

KT-EVENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue, to the intersection of Second
Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
NAME OF OVKER

LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
TOTAL
FRONT FOOT ASSESSMENT

Mildred HOI

Lot No.

99.32

3.51806

3U8.71

J. R. Sizemore
Lena Sizemore

Lot No. 1106

ilO.OO

3.51806

UjQ.72

Otroer Withrow
Lucy WLthrow

Lot No. 1108

U5.00

3.5l8o6

158.31

TOTALS SOUTH SIEE

61*7. 7k

I

NORTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET

Ftay Harper
Edna Mae Harper

Lot No. 1101

71.76

3.51806

252.U6

Rosalee Wandl ing (Life
Estate) Ouy Kelley

Lot Ho. 1103

1*0.00

3.51806

1U0.72

Othal 0. Harris
Norma J. Harris

Lot No. 1105

Uo.oo

3.51806

11*0.72

James B. Goon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 1107

145.00

3.51806

158.31

692.21

TOTALS NORTH SIDE
ELEVENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersectjta
with Third Avenue .
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET

I

P. R. Rhodes, aka
fharozina Rhodes
Janet Pignato
George W. Rhodes
Qynthia Bibbee
Pearl McCutchen
Lorena Rhodes
Mearl Davis

Lot No. 1112

U5.00

3.51806

158.31

266NAMELOF

LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTACffi
ASSESSED

COST PER TOTAL
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Nitro Realty Company

Lot No.

UO.OO

3.51806

1U0.72

Ernest Franklin Allen,
Jr.

Lot No. 1116

3.51806

1U0.72

Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1118

Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Qaentin Lemuel Miller
Mary Ellen Miller

Lots No. 1120 and 1122

80.00

3.51806

281.UU

Glen D. Jividen
Bertha M. Jivlden

Lot No. 112U

1*0.00

3.51806

1U0.72

Charles 0. Harrison

Lot No. 1128

3.51806

1U0.72

diaries 0. Harrison

Lot No. 1130

Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Kenneth F. Miller
Janet A. Miller

Lots Nos. 1132 &113U

76.00

3.51806

267.38

I

1,692.17

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE
NORTH SIDE,- ELEVENTH STREET

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1111

U5.oo

3.51806

158.31

Frank D. AdkLns
Myrtle Adcins

Lot No. 1113

Uo.oo

3.51806

1UO.?2

Otraer E. Landers
Ruby K. Landers

Lot No. 1115

3.51806

1U0.72

Boyd C. Wears

Lot No. 1117

3.51806

1U0.72

Boyd C. Wears

Lot No. 1117

Uo.oo
Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Walter G. Tiffner
Dorotha Tiffner

Lot No. 1121

Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Charles S. Raynes
Jessie L. Raynes

Lot No. 1123

Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Norman T. Williams
Mary Jo Williams

Lot No. 1125

Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Jack Landers
Lesta Landers

Lot No. 1127

3.51806

1U0.72

Lixmie Rhodes

Lot No. 1129

Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.51806

1UQ.72

I

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NIECER OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
TOTJ
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Thomas Harvey Sanders
Irene Lois Sanders

Lots Nos. 1131 and 1133

77.82

3.51806

ITOTALS NORTH SIDE

273.78
1,698.57

TOTAL - ELEVENTH STBEET

1*, 730.69

TWELFTH STREET

Beginning at its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Ave.
SOUTH SIDE - TWELFTH STREET

William Preston Oandee

Lot No. 12Ui

1*5.00

3.U3993

15U.80

Billy P. Gibson
Mildred M. Gibson

Lot No. 1216

i*o.oo

3.1*3998

137.60

Ernest W. Hedrick
Shirley J. Hedrick,

Lot No. 1218

1*0.00

3.1i3998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1220

1*0.00

3 .U3998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1222

liO.OO

3.1*3998

137.60

Darrell Ray Jividen
Mary Susan Jividen

Lot No. 122U

Uo.oo

3.1*3998

137.60

Virgil D. Nof fsinger
Margaret V. Noff singer

Lot No. 1226

Uo.oo

3.1*3998

137.60

Ronnie Lou Faulkner
Marjorie A. Faulkner

Lot No. 1228

Uo.oo

3.1*3998

137.60

William Russell Buchsnan
Lot No. 1230
Jaogene Ruth Buchanan

Uo.oo

3.1*3998

137.60

Ronde R. Frazier
Katherine V. Fraxier

Lot No. 1232

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Lot No. 123U and 5 Ft.
of Lot no. 1236
Part of Lot No. 1236

1*5.00

3.1*3998
3.1*3998

15U.80
198.20

I

Ralph J. Linville
Hazel V. Linville
Mabel Higgiribothsm
TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

I

57.62

l,7>t£.20
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NORTH SIDE - TWELFTH STREET
Leraia Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1215

te.OC

3.U3998

15U.80

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1217

UO.OO

3.U39?5

137.60 •

Lamas Realty Co, Inc.

Lot No. 1219

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (Life Estate) Lot No. 1221

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (Life Estate) Lot No. 1223

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1225

IjC.CO

3.U3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 122?

3.U3598

137.60

Nitro Proper tie s, Ltd.

Lot No. 1229

30*3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1231

Uo.oo
Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Gerald Sayre
Jranita Sayre

Lot So. 1233

3.U3998

137.60

Bessie Boggess

Lot Ho .1235

Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Charles Albert Jones
Lille B. Jones

Part of Lot No. 1237

3U.OO

3.U3998

116.95 •

Leroy Miles
Iris M. Miles

Part of Lot No. 1237

32.0$

3.U3998

110.25

TOTALS NORTH SHE

1,758.00

TOTALS - TWELFTH STREET

3,5oU.2o

FOURTEENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with SeoondAvenue to its intersection with Third Aver

3.37795

168.90

337795

168.90

Lot Ho. H^

go.oo
5o.oo
50.00

3.37725

168.90

Maurine A. Davis aka
Alice M. Davis

Lot No. 1U21

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Andrew E. Leurant
Alamodie E. Leurant

Lot No. 1U23

50.00

3.37795

168.90

George W-llian Trottt
Mary Franc-?* Trout

LotNo. 1U25

5o.oo

3.37795

168.90*

Charles W. Hawes
Helen M. Hawes

Lot No. 11*27

50.00

3.37795

162. ;C

Ada Gay Post

Lot No. lUl5

Henry Softley

Lot No. li|17

Henry Softley

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER OF DESCRIPTION

FBDNT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
TO1
FRONT FT.: ASSESSBEK

A. F. Whaples
Melva A. Vhaples

Lot No. 11*29

5o.cc

3. 37755

168. 90

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. 11*31

5o.oo

3.37795

168. 90

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot So. 11*33

5o.oo

3.37795

168. 90

BinmSHBECarper
Launa E. Carper

Lot No. 11*35

62.69

3.37795

211. 75

1,900. 75

TOTALS NORTH SIDE
SOUTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET

Roshelena Fransworth Hanes
Kanawha Banking & Trust Co.,
Trustee
Lot No. Hil6
Henry W. King

Lot No. 11*18

50.00
50.00

L. F. Trout
Mabel Trout

Lot No. 1H?C

5c.co

3 .37795

168.90

L. F. Trout
Mabel Trout

Lot No. 11*22

5o.oo

3.37795

168.90

Foy A. Silnan
Lydia L. Silman

Lot No. 11*21*

3* 37725

163.90

W. V. Alexander

Lot No. 11*26

3 .37795

168.90

1-fecrsel Hanson Hill

Lot No. 11*28

5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo

3 .37795

168.90

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Lot No. ll*32 & westerly part
of Lot No. U*3U
92.00

3.37795

276.98

I

Thelma Jamison Miller
Ada T. Jamison (Life Estate) Lot No. U*30
Stanley Lawrence Smith
Mareie Elizavetii Smith

3.37795

168.90

3.37795

168. 90

Vernice Ezekiel Townsend Easterly part of Lot No. ll*3l*
Opal S. Townsend

and Lot No. ll*36

75.51

3.57795

2$5.06

TOTALS SOOTH SIDE

1,883.21*

TOTAL FOURTEENTH STREET

3,783.99

I
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SEVENTEENTH STREET

I

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with
Second Avenue.
NORTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

FBOfflt FOOTAQE
ASSESSED

COST PHI TOTAL
FBDNT FT. ASSESSMENT

Bennett R. Burgess
Jean W. Burgess

Lot No. 1701

55.00

3.91*191

216 .80

Q. C. Alder son

Lot No. 1703

3.91*191

197.10

Ray W. fcoggess

Lot No. 1705

3.91*191

197.10

Violet B. DeMoss

Lot No. 1707

3.91*191

197.10

Elizabeth B. Robbins

Lot No. 1709

5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo

3.9U191

197.10

Charles A. Smith
Garnet Lee Smith

Lot No.

1711

5o.oo

3.9U191

197.10

W. H. Jividen
Zelma R. Jividen

Lot No. 1713

3.91*191

197.10

E. 0. Kiner

Lot No. 1715

5o.oo
5o.oo

3.91*191

197. 10 •

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1,596.50 •

SOUTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET

George Witt
Thelma Witt

Lot No. 1702

U7.57

3.9U191

187.52

John II. Gal dwell
Reva E. Caldwell

Lot No. 1701*

5o.oo

3.91*191

197.10

D. J. Lett
Anne Lett

Lot No. 1706

3.91*191

197.10

Caroline Hudnall

Lot No. 1708

50.00
5o.oo

3.9U191

197.10

S. L. White
Eva G. White

Lot Ho. 1710

3.9>il91

197.10

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1712

3.91*191

197.10

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1711*

3.91*191

197.10

Elsie C. Alder son

Lot No. 1716

3.91*191

197.10

<o.oo
5o.oo
50.00
5o.oo

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,567.22 1

TOTAL SEVENTEENTH STREET

3,163.72
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FORTY-FIRST STREETS

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with
Second Avenue.

I

NORTH SIDE - FORTY-FIRST STREET
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAOS
ASSESSED

COST PER
FRONT FT.

TOTAL
ASSESSMENT

Leased Stations, Inc.

Parcel

27.23

3.77129

102.70

Leased Stations, Inc.

Part of Lot No. 1*12$

150.00

3.77129

365.70

Andrew J. Board
Virginia C. Board

Part of Lot No.

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot E of the Resubdivision
50.00
of Pt.of Lot No. 1*125

3.77129

188.56

Lot F of the Resubdivision
of Pt* of Lot 1*125

5o.oo

3.77129

188.56

50.00

3.77129

188.56

3.77129

188.56

3.77129

188.56

Charles 0. Brown
VtginLa Rose Brown
Leroy P. Boggess, Jr.
Raaa L. Boggess

James Hollis Totten, Sr.
Alma B. Totten
Lot No. 1*115
Chancey W. Johns
Ruth L. Johns

Lot No.

William C. Hicks

Lot No. 1*119

50.00
5o.oo

William C. Hicks
Ruth B. Hicks

Lot No.

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot No. 1*123 & part of
Lot No. 1*1226

38.50

3.77129

1U5.21

Part of Lot 1*123%

26.00

3.77129

98.06

I

Joseph D. Thomas
Gloria M. Thomas
James S. Frazier

2,231.59

TOTALS NORTH SIDE
SOUTH SIDE - FORTY-FIRST STREET
Childers Realty Co.

Lot No. 1*100

90.00

3.77129

339.U3

0. R. Childers

9.08 acre tract

60.00

3.77129

226.29

0. R. Childers

Lot No. 1*108

3.77129

188.56

Childers Realty Co.

Lot No. 1*110

50.00
50.00

3.77129

188.56

3.77129

188.56

3.77129

188.56

3.77129

188.56

I

Roger Paul Cochran
Sharon Sue Thornton

Lot No. 1*112

Mary E. Dorsey

Lot No. 1*111*

50.00
5o.oo

Issac E. Hall
Ethel M. Hall

Lot No. 1*116

50.00

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
TOTAL
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Theo Rhodes

Lot No. 1*118

50.00

3.77129

188.56 H

Bethalee B. Brewer

Lot No. 1*120

50.00

3.77129

188.56 |

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,885.61*

TOTAL FORTY-FIRST STREET
1*,117.23
m. „ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ • _ . « . _ _ > — — • » - ~ ~ — > - > — • «-• •«••«••••• — • • • • « • « • » » — • • • « « « • • • • » « • •
CLEVELAND AVENUE

Beginning with its intersection with State Route No. 25, to its intersection
with Michigan Avenue.
WEST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENUE
""~
I&MS OF OWNER
LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER TOTAL
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Mervin Stanley Gibson
Ruth G. Gibson

Pt. Lt. 39, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

72.35

2.70215

195.50

Leon B. Daugherty
Lillian M. Daugherty

Pt. Lt. 1*0, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

65.03

2.70215

175.72

Zelma F. Drenen

Pt. Lt. 1*0, Sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

50.32

2.70215

135.97

Lot 1*0-A, Rivardale Acres

115.35

2.70215

311.69

Durward R. Angell
Charlotte Angell
TOTALS WEST SIDE

I

818.88

EAST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENUE

Hazel Gogar
Hallie Cogar

Pt. Tract 1*, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

57.00

2.70215

15U.02

E. L. Goodwin
Suzanne Goodwin

Pt. Tract 5, Sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

90.00

2.70215

21*3.20

Donald D. Donohoe
Violet F. Donohoe

Tract 6 and 10 ft. of
Tract 5, Riverdale Acres

80.50

2.70215

217.52

100.00

2.70215

270.22

A. Bruce Campbell
Tract 7, Sec. 1,
Fannie Elizabeth Canpbell Riverdale Acres
TOTALS EAST SHE
TOTAL CLEVELAND AVENUE

881*.96
1,703.81*

I
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SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT

I

SECOND AVENUE
Between 21st Street and 22nd Street.
EAST SIDE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NUMBER OR DESCRIPTION

Holman Motor Sales, Inc. Pt. Plot 1<

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER TOTAL
FBQNTFT. ASSESSMENT

22.00

U*.9£l*6

TOTAL SECOND AVENUE

329.00
329.00

TWENTIETH SIREET

Between Bank Street and Vftntz Street.
NORTH SIDE
James A. Marrs

Corner of Bank and 20th

Jean Ann Marrs

Street1

U8.00

15.9350

TOTAL TWENIETH STREET

76^.8?
76U.87

I
Jesse Gandee, The Engineer, explained to Council the difference in the Budget
Prices, pointing out that in some places it was a fraction over and in others a
fraction under.
In explanation of the sidewalk on 20th Street it was explained that more
sections had to be taken out because of tkc madsrmining underneath.
Councilman Tidquist said the curb at this place was also sinking.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, to accept the
Engineer's Report on the Street Paving Program. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman GootMui, tL« Council meet June
20, 1972 at 8:00 PM. for the purpose of revisions or corrections on any changes

I

in the Engineers Report.

Upon a vote motion carried.
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The Mayor explained to Council the Kanawha County Court had agreed to purchase
the quipment for a Sanitary Landfill to serve the western section of Kanawha County.
The amount approximately $81,000.00. Property has been secured for the landfill

I

approximately 35?0 acres of land and should last for at least 10 years land filling.
It was been figured out that the cost for the City of Nitro will be $ 2.50
per ton.
Each City will pay on the cost of operation at the present time and as of
right nowthere are three cities involved, Nitro, St. Albans, and Dunbar.
We have figured our portion of the amount to amount to $180.00 a week. If
there should be outside haulers using the landfill then the cost per ton could
be reduced.
This program should sav<? the City of Nitro 15 to 16 thousand dollars a year
on equipment and up keep of equipment and hauling of dirt.
The Regional Development Authority will opperate this program, lith the
Mayor of each town acting as Advisors. He also said there was a possibility

I

So. Charleston may come into the program.
In answer to Councilman Kniceley' s question on the location of landfill, the
Mayor said it was a mile and half from center of town.
In answer to Councilman Allen' s question on when the operation would go into
affect, the Mayor said hopefully within 30 days.
Councilman Allen asked what would we do with our present land fill?
The Mayor said this could still be used for tfcee limbs and the like to fill it
up and that all garbage will be taken to the proposed landfill*
The Mayor also told Council the Health Department has already approved the
program.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, the following
resolution be adopted. Upon a rote motion carried.
The Recorder presented the following persons as replacements on the Election
Official Board for Council's approval.

I
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Precinct 36U, Joan WLllard will replace Valieda McClanahan As Receiving derk.

I

Ereciat 365, - Hazel aacrp will replace Marguarite drover as Receiving derk.
Precinct 366 - Rutb Carpenter will replace Mazinc Vfoodall as Receiving Commissioner.
Phyllis Raynes will replace Ruth Carpenter as Counting Commissioner.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, the aforegoing

persons be approved as Election Officials to serve in the City Election to be held
June 6, 1972. Upon a vote motion carried.
There being no further business at this time, Councilman Hoke moved, the
Council in recessed. Upon a rote motion carried.

*

"\
MAYOR

I

V.J

RECORDER
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June 5, 1972.
The City Council met in recessed session, June 0, 1972.

•

There being present: W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, E. L.
Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr., Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley, and
Hugo D. Tidquist, members of Council. There being absent Councilmen Allen and
Williamson.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
The Recorder presented the following persons as replacements on Election
Boards for Council's approval.
Precinct 368 - Evelyn Shepherd replacing JoAnne Goff as Receiving Clerk.
Precinct 369 - Albina Bonner replacing Marjorie Sales as Receiving Commissioner.
Precinct 370 - Dolores Graley replacing Kathie Eakins as Counting Commissioner.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, the aforegoing
Election Officials be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder read the following letter to Council.

I

Dar Mayor Alexander:
It was a pleasure to meet with you last week to discuss the sewage problems of
your conaunity.
As realted at that time, I was certain that the 180 day Notice be forthcoming.
However, I have been able to arrange the release of federal monies without the
necessity of a hearing.
I had the Municipal Grants Section review the application. There are still
requirements that have not been fulfilled. Your Consulting Engineer, Mr. Robert
Anderson, is in receipt of the letter asking for these additional items. As soon
as they are comfilated, I assure you the grant will be forthcoming.
I urge you to get Mr. Anderson to comply with the requirements as soon as possible,
as it will be to the advantage of Nitro to do so.
Agains, it was a pleasure to meet with you.
free to call.

If you have any questions, feel

Sincerely yours,
Ann Joseph, Attorney, Enforcement
Division
There being no further business at this time, Councilman Hoke moved the
meeting recessed.
*
•/Z&drt*^
•^
MAIOR

/-^
11' _ i\ <^
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I

277
June 12, 1972

I

The City Council net Monday, June 12, 1972. Members of the Council present:

W. W. Alexander; Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, Dr. R. V. Allen, Harry M. Graves, Jr.
Dr. L. I. Hoke, Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson.

Councilman E. L. Goodwin

and Kenneth K. Khiceley absent.
Mayor W. W. Alexander called the meeting to order;
Councilman Allen resolved the Council into a Board of Canvassers to canras
the City E lection held June 6, 1972, motion seconded by Councilman Tidquist. Upon
a vote motion carried.
The Recorder laid before the Board tbe ballots, tally sheets and certificate
of results for PTeclnct 22, Putnam County. The Board proceeded to canvas said
ballots by counting the ballots voted without unfolding sane, and tabulated the
followingt

I

Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots remaining not TO ted

32ii

Number of ballots voted

58?

Number of challenged ballots

k

1. George Kelly Cook - bill - 1st Avenue North - not on Poll Books.
2. Richard Lee Townsend - i|122 Third Avenue - He is registered but not on the
Poll Books.
3. Jerry Michael Policy * ifl.23 - Third Avenue - He is Registered but not on the
Poll Books.
U.

Carmen Marie Townsend - 1*122 - Third Avenue - 'She is registered but not ta
the Poll Books.
Lake Michael said it was up to Council. The Mayor said the only thing we

have to go by is that they are not on the books.
Luke Michael said they should give more information on the registration cards.

I

It should show the date on the card.

278

Luke Michael also said if they registered late, that is a good reason why they
c ouM not be counted, it has to be 30 days prior to Election.
Councilman Allen said they did register^and it would show the date oa their

I

registration card.
Lake Michael said he didn't think you have the right to go into this, OB a
recount that is a different thing.
Councilman Allen said he guessed in the realm of law we can not do anything
about it.

There is nothing we can say if their naae is not on the books. If

there is a recount, these kids can bring in their cards.
The certificate of results was read as follows:
MAIOR

Roger A. Cooke

236

William D. "Bill" Gibson

256

Bennie L. Sarilla

93

RECORDER
Rosilea Cu&diff

I

76

Dolly Priddy Dodson
Tom "Bucky" Melton
(DUN OILMAN AT LARGE
Dr. R. V. Allen

300

Richard A. "Richie" dim

216

Nona Johnston

lliO

Robert R. "Bob" Mattox

188

Dean Killer, Minister

237

Keith E. Priddy

231

Hugo D. Tidquist

268

I

279
COUNCIL - FIRST BARD

I

Joe W. Javins

198

Jacqueline "Jackie'1 Mallett

8I»

Kermit L. Thompaeon
Jams B . ifeite

193
103

The ballots were then sealed in a new envelope and each meaber of the
Board wrote his name across the place where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
o£ results for Precinct 361*, Kanawha County. The Board proceeded to canvas Mid
ballots by counting the ballots voted without unfolding same, and tabulated the
following:

I
1.

Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots remaining not voted

not ascertained

Number of ballots voted

*>6U

Number of challenged ballots

3

Norvell E. Morton - 216 Easter Road - not on Foil Books.

2. Parson - moved into another precinct, moved from 2307 to 3H5 - 31st St.
3. Rita Shingleton - not in the registration books, had a card but said lost.
Ascertain from the number of ballots sent down.

Councilman Hoke moved,

seconded by Councilman Graves, the four challenge ballots not be opened and
read at this time. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist said he felt that they should consider these votes
that were registered in Precinct 22 but were not on the Poll Books.
The Recorder said in order to do this, a motion would have to be made to
have the motion recalled.
Councilman Hoke said the majority carried

it.
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The certificate of results was read as follows:
MODE

•

Roger A. Oooke
William D. "Bill" Gibson

217

Bcnnle L. Savilla

1(1

RECORDER
Rosilea Oandiff

33

Dolly Priddy Dodsoa

U»5

Tom "Bucky" Helton

373

(DUN OIL AT LARQS
Dr. R. V. Allen

28?

Richard A. "Richie" dine

269 .

Norma Johnston

39

Robert R. "Bob" Mattox

235

Dean Miller, Minister

200

Keittoc E. Priddy

295

Hugo D. Tidquist

252

I

COUNCIL - FIRST WARD

Joe W. JarLns
Jacqueline "Jackie" Mallett

lltU
37

Kerait L. Thomson

llU

Jnes B. mite

21*8

The ballots were then sealed in a new envelope and each member of the
Board wrote his nane aczo ss the place where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
of results for Precinct 365, Kanawha County.

The Board proceeded to canvas said

ballots by oounting the ballots voted without unfolding same, and tabulated as
follows :

I

281

I

Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots remaining not voted

136

Number of ballots voted

297

Nuaber of challenged ballots

3

1. May Hill Young - none not on Poll Books.
2. Martha Belinda Duncan - name not on Poll Books.

3. William Paul Qillispie - nans not on Poll Books.
No action taken by Canvassing Board.
The certificate of results was read as follows*
MAYOR
Roger A. Cooke

152

William D. "Bill" Gibson

12?

Bexmie L. Savilla

I

12

RECORDER

Rosilea Cundiff

10

Dolly Priddy Dodson

60

Tom "Bucky" Melton

222

OOUNCILMJI AT LARGE
Dr. R. V. Allen

l£0

Richard A. "Richie" dine

l$k

Norma Johnston

13

Robert R. "Bob" Mattox

12?

D^an Miller, Minister

85

Keith 5. Priddy

152

Hugo D. Tidquist

156

COUNCILMAN - SECOND HARD
Albert Franklin "Sonny" Harmon
Paul R. Hill

Jaies E. "Jim" Landers

58
137

89

282
The ballots were then sealed in a new envelope ami each member of the
Board wrote his name across where said envelope was sealed.

H

The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
oof results for Precinct 366, Kanawha County. The Board proceeded to canvas said
ballots by counting the ballots voted without unfolding same, and tabulated as
follows:

1.

Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots regaining not voted

10$

Nutfcer of ballots voted

290

Nunber of challenged ballots

3

Peggy Matheny - changed address two months prior to Election, moved froa
Kanawha to Putnam County.

2 . Donald W. Stuart - name not on Poll Books.
3* Elsie Hively - name not on Poll Books.
No Action taken by Canvassing Board.
The certificate of results was read as follows*

I

MAYOR

Roger A. Cooke

1]£

William D. "Bill" Gibson

U»?

Bennie L. Savilla

20

RECORDER

Rosilea Oundiff

12

Dolly Priddy Itodeon

96

Ton "Bueky" Melton

172

AT LARGE
Dr. R. V. Allen
Richard A. "Richie" dine
Norma Johnston
febert R. "Bob" Mattox

165
101
2?
9k

Dean Miller, Minister

129

I

283

I

KEITH B. PRIED!

U5

Hugo D. Tidquist

161}

- SBODND WARD

Albert Franklin "Sonny" Haxnoa

13

Paul R. Hill

lit?

James £. "Jim" Landers

116

The ballets were then sealed in a new envelope and each member of the
Board wrote his name across the place where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
o f results for Precinct 367, Kanawha County. The Board proceeded to canvas said
•allots by counting the ballots voted without unfolding same, and tabulated as
follows:

I

Number of ballots destroyed or spoiled

9

Number of ballots remaining not toted

t$2

Number of ballots voted

57$

Nunfcer of challenged ballots

2

1. Janes M. Adkins - 12U Main Avenue, moved to 19 Main Avenue. Not in Poll Books.
2. Paul J. dine - holds a registration card dated May 11, 1972, not valid in
this Election.
No action taken by Canvassing Board.
The certificate of results was read as follows!
MAYOR

Roger A. Gooke

2£?

William D. "BUI" Gibson

290

Bennie L. Savilla

23

Rosilea Cundiff

20

Dolly Priddy Dodson

169

Tom "Bucky" Melton

386

284
(DUNCIIMAN AT IARQB
Dr. R. V. Allen

297

Richard A. "Richie" dine

2l»l

Norms Johnston

I

29

Robert R. "Bob" Mattox

208

Dean Miller, Minister

279

Keith E. Priddy

2?6

Hugo D. Tidquist

308

OQUNCHMAN THIRD WARD

Vernon R. Casebolt

28?

Kenton L. Williamson

l£l

Clyde Willard

12$

Curtis Willard

1

The ballots were then sealed in a new envelope and each member of the
Board wrote his name aeross the place where said envelope was sealed.

I

The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
of results for Precinct 368, Kanawha County. The Board proceeded to canvas said
ballots by counting the ballots voted without unfolding sane, and tabulated the
following*
Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots remaining not voted

not ascertained

Number of ballots voted

321*

Number of challenged ballots

3

1. Qoldie F. Criner - name not SB the Poll Book.
2. Myrtle May Laton - name not in the Boll Book.
3* Basel Little - Name not in the Poll Book, voter has changed her address but not
received her new card.
No action taken by Canvassing Board.
The certificate of results was read as follows:

I
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MAYOR

I

Roger A. Gooke

121

William D. "Bill" Qibson

18?

Bennie L. Barilla

11

RECORDER
Rosllea Cundiff

3

Dolly Priddy Dodsoa

133

Ton "Bucky" Melton

183

03UNCILMAN AT LARGE
Dr. R. V. Allen

1?0

Richard A. "Richie"GLine

121*

Norma Johnston")

19

Robert R. "Bob" Matte*

Ul5

Dean Miller, Minister

158

Keith E. Priddy

120

Hugo D. Tidquist

161*

I

OOUHCimAN - THIRD WARD

Vernon Casebolt

150

Kenton L. Willimson

IQti

Clyde

fellard

56

The ballots were then sealed in a new envelope and each manber of toe
Board wrote his name across the place where said enrelppe was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
of results for Precinct 369, Kanawha County. The Board proceeded to canvas said
ballots by counting the ballots TO ted without unfolding same, and tabulated the
followingi
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Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots remaining not voted

not ascertained

Number of ballots voted

U79

Number of challenged ballots
1.

Mary L* Brown - Name not on Poll Books.

2.

GLoyus H. Fink - Name not on Poll Books.

3.

I

10

Albert Flanagan - Name not on Poll Books.

U. Howard E. Martin - Name not on Poll Books.
5.

Shiiley M. Martin - Name not on Poll Books.

6. Anaabelle Perkins - Name not on Poll Books.
?.

Calvin L. Brown - name not on Poll Books.

8.

James Stover - Name not on Poll Books.

9.

JSvelyn Jane Qoodmaster - Name not on Poll Books.

10. Harold M. Qoodpaster - Name not on Pool Books.
No action taken by Canvassing Board.

I

The certificate of results was read as follows:
MAIOR
Roger A. Oooke

16U

W-lliaa D. "Bill" Gibson

28U

Bennie L. Savilla

2$

RECORDER
Rosilea Cundiff

20

Dolly Friddy Dodson

215

Tom "Bucky" Melton

235

COUNCIIMAN AT IARGB

Dr. R. V. Allen
RicKard A. "Richie" GLine
Horma Johnston

268
193
25

Robert R. "Bob"Mattox
Dean Miller, Minister
Keith E. Friddy

221
166

Htigo D. Tidquiat

26U

I

287
(DUNCILMAN - K) UBTH WARD

I

William A. Bill" Burford
E. L. "Chub" Goodwin

Harry Anthony Heckesky
Thomas B. Lilly

31
126
18
291

The ballots were then sealed in a new envelope and each mentor of the
Board wrote his Bane across the place where said envelope was sealed.
The Recorder laid before the Board the ballots, tally sheets, and certificate
of results for Precinct 370, Kanawha County. The Board proceed to canvas
said ballots by counting the ballots voted without unfolding sane, add tabulated
the following:

I
1.

Number of ballots destroyed

0

Number of ballots remaining not voted

not ascertained

Number of ballots voted

172

Number of challenged ballots

1

Ruth Maxine Scanthos - name not on the Poll Books.
No action taken by Canvassing Board.
MAYOR

Roger A. Cooke
William D. "Bill" Gibson
Bennie L. Savilla

73
78
18

RECORDER
Rosilea Cuadiff

28

Dolly Friddy Dodson

1(8

Tom "Bucky" Helton

93

288
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
Br. R. V. Allen
Richard A. «BlihienCline
Norma Johnston

77
6U
21*

Robert R. «Bob« Mattox

7U

Dean Miller, Minister

61

Keith £. Priddy

Ik

Hugo D. Tidquist

I

70

OOUMCILMAN - FOURTH WARD
William A. «BiH» Burford

29

S. L. "Chub" Goodwin

69

Harry Anthony Heekesky

06

Thomas B. Lilly

65

The ballots were then sealed up in a new envelope and each member of the
Board wrote his name across the place where fcaid envelope was sealed.

I

The totals for each candidate for Office ware then read a» follows:
MAYOR
Roger A. Cooke

llilli

William D. "Bill" Gibson

1588

Beanie L. SvTilla

21|3

RECORDER
Rosilea Oondiff
Dolly Priddy Dodson
Tom "Bucky" Melton

202
1007
2018

(DPNCILMAN AT LARQE

aDr. R. V. Allen
Richard A. "Richie" Cline
Norma Johnston
Robert R. "Bob" Mattox

1382
316
1265

I

289
Dean Miller, Minister

I

Keith E. Rriddy
Hugo D. Tidquist

1370
li£9
16J|6

(DUNCTLMAM - FIRST WARD
Joe W. Javins

3lj2

Jacqueline "Jackie" Mallet

121

Keimit L. Thonpeon

307

Jams B. White

351

ODUHQKMAN - SECOND WARD
Albert Franklin - Sonny" Harmon

71

Paul R. Hill

281)

James E. "Jim" Landers

205

(PPNCIIMAK - THIRD WARD
Vernon R. Caaebolt

I

Kenton L. Williamson

GLyde Willard

437
255
l8l

(PUNCUMAN - PPURTH WARD
William A. "Bill "Box-ford
E. L. "Chub" Goodwin
Harry Anthony Heekes^r
Thomas B. LiUy

60
1?5
2k
356

290
A motion by Councilman Hoke to accept the certification of the Results of the

•

City Election held June 6, 1972, seconded by Councilman Tidquist. Upon a vote
motion carried.
Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by CotmcOmn Ttdquist, to pay all
expenses of the Election. Upon ft vote motion carried.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, the Canvassing Board
be disolved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Councilman Roke moved, seconded by CDuncilaan Allen, to adjourn the meeting
at 11:00 PJf., June 12, 1972.

I

MOOR

Vj

RECORIHR

I
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June 20, 1912

I

The City Council met in regular session Tuesday, June 20, 1972.
There were present: W. W. Alexanderj Mayor, Grace Lewisj Recorder, I*. R.V.

Allen, E. L. Goodwin, Harry M. Graves, Jr., Dr. L. I. Hoke, Kenneth K. Kniceley,
Hugo D. Tidquist and Kenton L. Williamson, members of Council.
Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the minutes for
May 16, 1972, Way 31, 1972, June 5, 1972 and June 12, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote
motion carried.
Councilman Kniceley moved, seconded by Councilman Hoke, the Financial Statement for the month of Mny, 1972 be approved. Upon a vote motion carried.
Copies of the Revision of Budget for the current year 1971-72 were studied by
members of the Council.

I

The Recorder called attention to Item 52, Watershed, explaining the figure

contained the one $10,000.00 Saving Certificate that would not need to be cashed,

however, that it was necessary to include it in this item.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Revision of
Budget for the year July 1,1971 to June 30, 1972, be accepted. Upon a vote
motion carried.
In discussion of the repair work on Second Avenue, the Mayor said the
Contractor promised that this work would be done in June, but it was not complete
and that a lot of the repair work had not been taken care of. He pointed out the
one particular place in front of the Baptist Church, which needs to be taken care
of.
Councilman Tidquist said none of the repair work on the curbs had been taken care of.
The Mapor agreed and pointed out that it was most necessary that the New
Administration see that all repair work be done before the job was accepted.
In discussion of the Traffic Problem on 2l*th, 25th, 26th and 27th Streets,

292
Councilman Allen asked that Ulst Street be incorporated in the list, explaining he
had received a petition from Ulst Street Residents and he will make a study of this.
In discussion of the Ordinance pertaining to Occupancy and Use of Building

I

and Property, Councilman Goodwin stated since Mr. Michael has some changes to make
on the Ordinance and that Councilman Allen has all the rough drafts, that he would
like to table this matter.
In discussion of revisions and corrections to the Street Assessment Rolls,
the Recorder pointed out we have two revisions to make.
Lot Number 1105 - llth Street, assessed to Othal 0. Harris and Norma J. Harris
changed to John M. HcCallister and Balcus V. MeCallister.
On Lots 1128 and 1130, the name changed from Charles 0. Harrison to Warren T.
Harrison and Norma G. Harrison.
The Recorder informed Council that notice had been given as requested by Law
to the Property Owners of the property abutting upon the streets and portions therefore pursuant to Paving Ordinances and had been published in the Kanawha Valley

I

Leader, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Nitro.
She tendered to Council the Publisher's Affidavit and Certificate of Publication of said notice.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Khiceley, the Publisher's
Affidavit and Certificate of Publication as above mentioned, be received and
made a part of the minutes of this meeting by actual inclusion therein. Upon a
vote motion carried, all members voted in the affirmative.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF KANAWHA, TO-WIT:
I, M. K. Buster, Manager of Kanawha Valley Leader, a Weekly Newspaper of
general circulation, published in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia,
do solemnly swear that the annexed:

I
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NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS

I

CITY OF NITRO

Notice of Levy of Paving Assessments, Grading assessments, curbing assessments, draining
assessment, sidewalk assessment, for the permanent improvement of certain-streets and
ways, in the City of Nitro, both Putnam and Kanawha County, West Virginia, against
property abutting on Cleveland Avenue, beginning with its intersection with State Route

25, to its intersection with Michigan Avenue: Eleventh Street, beginning with its
intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue: Twelfth Street
beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with,Third
Avenue: Fourteenth Street, beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its
intersection with Third Avenue: Seventeenth Street, beginning with its intersection
with First Avenue to itsintersection with Second Avenue: Forty-First Street, beginning
with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue:
Sidewalks - Second Avenue east side walk between 21st Street and 22nd Street: Twentieth

I

Street, betweenBank Street and Wintz Street:
By virtue of an ordinance adopted by the Common Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, on the 2ltth day of August, 1971, providing for the permanenet improvement
of the above named streets and ways and portions thereof, by paving andotherwise
permanently improving, and further providing for the assessments of the costs thereof
against property abutting thereon, as provided by Chapter 8, of the Code of West
Virginia, as amended, the said improvements on the above named streets or portions
thereof, have been completed and the City Engineer has completed and filed his
report showing the owners of the lots or parcels of land abutting on said streets so

improved; the frontage of each of said lots or parcels of land; the proper amount to be asset
ssed agsint the »spective abutting lots and parcels ofland and the total cost as follows:
(all Lot Numbers or parcels hereinafter shown are as numbered or designated on maps of
the City of Nitro and in deeds for said lots or parcels of record in the Office of the
derk of the County Court, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginis, and reference
iwhereby made to said maps and deeds for a more complete description.)
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CLEVLELANP AVENUE

—

Beginning with its intersection with State Route No. 25, to its intersection with

•

Michigan Avenue.
WEST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENOE
LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
TOTAL
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT]

Pt. Lot, 39, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

72.35

2.70215

195-50

Leon B. Daugherty
Lilian M. Daugherty

Pt. Lt. UO, Sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

65.03

2.70215

175.72

Zelma F. Drennen

P.t Lot UO, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

50.32

2.70215

135-97

LotUO-A, Riverdale
Riverdale Acres

115.35

2.70215

311.69

NAME OF OWNER
Mervln Stanley Gibson
Ruth G. Gibson

Durward R. Angell
Charlotte Angell
TOTALS WEST SIDE

818.88

EAST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENUE
Hazel Cogar
Hallie Cogar (Life Estate) Part Tract U, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

57.00

2.70215

E. L. Goodwin
Suzanne Goodwin

Prt. Tract 5, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

90.00

2.70215

21*3.20

Donald D. Donohoe
Violet F. Donohoe

Tract 6 and 10 ft. of
Tract 5, Riverdale Acres

80.50

2.70215

217.52

100.00

2.70215

270.22

A. Bruce Campbell
Tract 7, Sec. 1,
Fannie Elisabeth Canpbell Rkverdale Acres
TOTALS EAST SIDE

J

88U.96

TOTAL CLEVELAND AVENUE

1,703.8U

ELEVENTH STREET _..
Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue, to the intersection of Second Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
Mildred Hill
J. R. Sizenore
Lena Sizemore

Lot No. 110U

99.12

3.5l8o6

3U8.71

Lot No. 1106

1+0.00

3.5l8o6

UtO.7:

Otraer Withrow
Lucy Withrow

Lot No. 1108

U5.00

3.5l8o6

158.31

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1

6U7.74
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NORTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
Fay Harper
Edna Mae Harper

I

Lot No. 1101

71.76

3.1*1806

252.1*6

Rosalee handling (Life Estate
Gay Kelley
Lot No. 1103

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Othal 0. Harris
Norraa J. Harris

Lot No. 1105

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

James B. Coon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 110?

1*5.00

3.51806

158.31

TOTALS HORTH SIDE

692.21

ELEVENTH STREET
Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue.
SOUTH - SIE - ELEVENTH STREET
FRONT FOOTAGE COST PER
TOTAL
NAME OF OWNER
LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION
ASSESSED
FRONT FT . ASSESSMENT
P. V. Rhodes, aka
Hiarozina Rhodes
Janet Pignato
Georee W. Rhodes
Cynthia Bibbee
Pearl McCutchen
Lorena Rhodes
Mearl Davis

Lot No. 1112

1*5.00

3.51806

158.31

Nitro Realty Co.

Lot No. 1111*

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Lot No. 1118

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Quentin Lemuel Miller
Mary Ellen Miller

Lots No. 1120 and 1122

80.00

3.51806

281.1*1*

Glen D. Jividen
Bertha M. Jividen

Lot No. 1121*

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Guy Jividen

Lot No. 1126

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Charles 0. Harrison

Lot No. 1128

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Charles 0. Harrison

Lot No. 1130

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Kenneth F. Miller

Lot No.s 1132 and 1131*

76.00

3.51806

267.38

I

Ernest Frankling Allen , Jr. Lot No. 1116
Viola Ragle

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,692.17
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HDRTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1111

1*5-00

3.51806

158.3*

Frank D. Adkins
Myrtle Adkins

Lot No. 1113

UO.OO

e-iftnA
3.51806

ihn 79
11*0.72

Otmer E. Landers
Ruby K. Landers

Lot No. 111$

,
UO.OO

„ . Qn,
3-5l8o6

_ . _ _0
11*0.72

Lot No. in?

1*0-00

3.51806

U*0.72

Lot No. 111?

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

UO.OO

3.51806

UliO.72

Boyd C. Wears
Boyd C.

tears

Walter C. Tiffner
Dorotha Tiffner

Lot No. 1121

Charles 5. Raynes
Jessie L. Raynes

Lot No. 1123

1*0.00

3.51806

,
11*0.72

Norman T. Williams
Mary Jo Williams

Lot No. 1125

1*0.00

3.51806

U*0.72

Jack Landers
Lesta Landers

Lot No. 1127

1*0.00

3.5l8o6

11*0.72

Lot No. 1129

1*0.00

3-51806

11*0.72.

Lots No. 1131 and 1133

77.82

3.51806

273.'

Linnie Rhodes
Thomas Harvey Sanders
Irene Lois Sanders

1,

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1,698.57

TOTAL ELEVENTH STREET

1*, 730.69

TWELFTH STREET

Beginning at its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - TWLEFTH STREET
William Preston Gandee

Lot No. 121U

U5.00

3.U3998

15U.80

Billy P. Gibson
Mildred M. Gibson

Lot No. 1216

UO.OO

3.U3998

137.60

Ernest W. Hedrick
Shirley J. Hedrick

Lot No. 1218

3.U3998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1120

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1222

UO.OO

3.U3998

137.60

Darrall Ray Jividen
Mary Susan Jividen

Lt. No. 122U

UO.OO

3.1*3998

137.60

UO.OO

I
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MAKE OF OWNER

I

LOT NO. OR DESCRITP1DN

FRONT FT.
ASSESSED

COST PER TOTAL
FRONT FT . ASSESSMENT

Virgil D. Noffsinger
Margaret V. Noffslnger

Lot No. 1226

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Ronnie Lou Faulkner
Marjorie A. Faulkner

Lot No. 1228

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

William Russell Buchanan
laogene Ruth Buchanan
Lot No. 1230

1*0.00

3.1*3998

Romie R. Frazier
Katharine V. Fraziw

Lot No. 1232

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Ralph J. Linville
Hazel V. Linville

Loy no. 1231* & 5 Ft.
of Lot No. 1236

1*5.00

3.1*3998

151*.80

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

137.60

1,71*6.20

NORTH SIDE - TWELFTH STREET
Lemma Realty Cb., Inc.

Lot No. 1215

ItS.oo

3.1*3998

151*.80

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1217

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Lot No. 1219

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (Life Estate) Lot No. 1221

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (Life Estate) Lot No. 1223

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

I

Leoma Realty Co., Inc.

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1225

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 122?

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 122?

1*0.00

3-1*3998

137S60

Nitro Properties, Ltd. Lot No. 1231

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Gerald Sayre
Juanita Sayre

Lot No. 1233

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Bessie Boggess

Lot No. 1235

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Charles Albert Jones
Lillie B. Jones

Part of Lot No. 1237

31* .00

3.1*3998

116.95

Leroy Miles
Iris M. Miles

Part of Lot No. 1237

32.05

3.1*3998

110.25

TOTALS NORTH SIDE
TOTALS- TWELFTH STREET

1,758.00
3,50l*.20
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FOURTEENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Ave.
NORTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPT1)N

FRONT FOOTAGE (DOST PER TOTAL
ASSESSED
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Ada Gay Post

Lot No. 11*15

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Henry Softley

Lot No. ll*17

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Henry Softley

Lot No. U*19

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Maurine A. Daivs aka
Alice M. Daivs

Lot No. 11*21

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Andrew E. Leurant
Alatnodie E. Leurant

Lot No. lt*23

50.00

3-37795

168.90

George William Trout
Mary Frances Trout

Lot No. 11*25

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Charles W. Hawes
Helen M. Hawes

Lot No. U*27

50.00

3-37795

168.90

A. F. Whaples
Melra A. Whaples

Lot No. 11*29

50.00

3-37795

168.9

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. 1*131

50.00

3.37795

168.901

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. ll*33

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Daniel H. Carper
Launa E. Carper

Lot No. ll*35

62.69

3-37795

211.75

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1

1,900.05

SOUTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET
Hosehelena Fransworth Hanes Lot No. ll*l6
Kanawha Bank & Trust Co.. Trustee

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Lot No. 11*18

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Lot No. ll*80

50.00

3.37795

168.90

L. F. Trout
Mabel Treat

Lot No. U*22

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Foy A. Silman
Lydia L. SUman

Lot No. 11*21*

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Lot No. ll*26

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Henry W. King
L. F. Trout
Mabel Trout

W. W. Alexander

I
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NAME OF OWNER

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FT.
ASSESSED

Maysel Ranson Hill

Lot No. 11*28

50.00

3-37795

168.90

Thelma Jamison Miller
Ada x. Janison (Life Estate) Lot No. 1U30

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Stanley Lawrence anith
Margie Elizabeth Smith

82.00

3.37795

276.98

75-51

3.37795

255.06

I

Lot No. 1U32 & westerly
part of Lot No. lltfl*

Vernice Ezekiel Townsend Easterly part of Lot No.
Opal S. Townsend
UtfU and Lot No. 1U36

COST PER TOTAL
FBDNT FT. ASSESSMENT

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,883.2lt

TOTAL FOURTEENTH STREET

3,783.99

SEVENTEENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection^-with Second Avenue.
NORTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET

Bennett R. Burgess
Jean W. Burgess

Lot No. 1701

55.00

3.91*191

216.80

Lot No. 1703

50.00

3.?ijl91

197.10

Ray W. Boggess

Lot No. 1705

50.00

3.91&91

197.10

Violet B. DeMoss

Lot No. 1707

50.00

3.9U191

197.10

Elizabeth B. Bobbins

Lot No. 1709

50.00

3.91*191

197.10

Charles A. Smith
Garnet Lee 3nith

Lot No. 1711

50.00

3.91*191

197.10

W. H. Jividen
Zelma R. Jividen

Lot No. 1713

50.00

3.9lil91

197.10

Lot No. 1715

50.00

3.91*191

197.10

G. C. Alderson

I

E. 0. Kinder
TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1,596.50

SOUTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET

George Witt
Thelma Witt

Lot No. 1702

1*7.1*7

3.9ijl91

187.52

John H. Caldwell
Reva E. Caldwell

Lot No. 1701*

50.00

3.91*191

197.10

D. J. Lett
Anne Lett

Lot No. 1706

50.00

3.914191

197.10

Caroline Hudnall

Lot No. 1708

50.00

3.91*191

197.10

I
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LOT NO . OR DBSCRIPTIDN

FRONT FT. if
ASSESSED

:03ST PER TOTAL
FRONT FT. ASSESSMS

Lot No. 1710

50.00

3.9ill91

197J

Lanma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1712

50.00

3.91A91

197.10

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1711*

50.00

3-9U191

197.10

Elsie 0. Alderson

Lot No. 1716

50.00

K9U191

197.10

NAME OF OWNER
S . L. White
Eva G. 'Nhite

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,567.22

TOTAL SEVENTEENTH STREET

3,163.72

FORTY-FIRST STREET

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue.
NORTH SIDE - FORTY-FIRST STREET

Leased Stations, Inc.

Parcel

27.23

3.77129

102.70

Leased Stations, Inc.

Part of Lot No. 1|125

150.00

3.77129

365.70

Bart of Lot No. Ul25

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot E of the Resubdivision
of Part of Lot No. 1|125

5o.oo

3.77129

188.56'

Leroy P. Boggess
Rema L. Boggess

Lot F of the Resubdivision
of Pt. of Lot No. 1O25

5o.oo

3.77129

188.56

James Holds Totten, Sr.
Alma B. Totten

Lot No. 1O15

5o.oo

3.77129

188.56

Chancey W. Johns
Ruth L. Johns

Lot No. U117

3.77129

188.56

William G. Hicks

Lot No. 1O19

5o.oo
50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot No.

5o.oo

3 .77129

188.56

Lot No 4123 & pt. of
Lot No. 14123^

38.50

3.77129

1U5.21

Part of Lot
James S. Frazier
TOTALS NORTH SIDE
SOUTH SIDE - FORTY-FIRST STREET

26.00

3.77129

98.06
2,231,59

Childers Realty Co.

Lot No. UlOO

90.00

3.77129

339.U

0. R. Childers

9.08 acre tract

60.00

3.77129

226.29

0. R. Childers

Lot No. 1A08

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Andrew J. Board
Virginia G. Board
Charles 0. Brown
Virginia Rose Brown

William C. Hicks
Ruth B. Hicks
Joseph D. Thomas
GLoHia M. Thomas

I

J

Lot No. 1*110

$0.00

3 .77129

Lot No. 1*112

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot No. 1*111*

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Isaac E. Hall
Ethel M. Hall

Lot No. 1*116

3.77129

188.56

Theo Rhodes

Lot No. Iill8

3.77129

188.56

Bethalee B. Brewer

Lot No. 1*120

50.00
5o.oo
50.00

3.77129

188.56

Childers Realty Go.
Roger Paul Oochran
Sharon Sue Thornton

I

Mary E. Dorsey

TOTALS SOOTH SIDE

1,885.61*

TOTALS FORTY -FIRST STREET

1*,H7.23
SIIEWALK ASSESSMENT

Second Avenue
Between 21st Street and 22nd Street.
EAST SIDE
Holman Motor Sales, Inc.

Pt. HLot 15

22.00

11*. 951*6

TOTAL SECOND AVENUE

329.00
329.00

I

TWENTIETH STREET

Between Bank Street and Wintz Street.
NORTH SIDE
James A. Marrs
Jean Ann Marrs

Corner of Bank and
20th Street

1*8.00

15.9350

761*.87

TOTAL TWENTEITH STREET
76U.87
Notice is hereby given to persons owning property abutting on the above named
streets or portions thereof, and other interested persons, and any other persons who may
be owners of property thereinabove described that at a regularly called meeting of the
Council of tbe City of Nitro, West Virginia, to be held in the Council Chambers at
the City Hall of said City on the 20th day of June, 1972, at 8:00 o'clock P.M. the
owner of owners whose property is to be assessed as hereinabove designated, or 6ther
interested parties may appear to move the revision or correction of such proposed
assessments, asd that on or after the 20th day of June, 1972, the Council may proceed
to lay assessments in the amounts and against the property for the cost of the
permanent improvements made as such assessments are above set out and described.
The principal amount of the above assessments may be paid by the owners of said property
at any time up to, and including the 20th day of June, 1972, without interest on the
sums so named inthis notice.

I

Done by order of the Council of the City of Nitro duly made and entered of record.
CHI OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.
BY: GRACE LEWIS, RECORDER
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WAS DULY PUBLISHED IN SAID PAPER ONCE A WEEK FOR TWICE SUCCESSIVE WEEKS, COMMENCING
WITH THE ISSUE OF THE 8TH DAY OF JUNE, 1972 AND ENDING WITH THE ISSUE OF THE 15TH
DAY OF JUNE 1972, AND WAS POSTED AT THE COURT HOUSE OF KANAWHA CDDHTX ON

I

, 1972.
MANAGER,
KANAWHA VALLEY LEADER
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of June, 1972.
James Jefferies
Notary Public for Kanawha
County,West Virginia
Commission exp ires August 28, 1972.

I

I
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Councilman Tidquist pointed out he did not find the sidewalk installed on

I

23rd Street in the Assessment Rolls.
The Mayor informed that this sidewalk had been rejected by the Engineer,

therefore it was not included in the Assessment Rolls.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the following
resolution be adopted. Upon a vote motion carried.

A RESOLUTION ASSESSIN G ABUTTING PROPERTY AND THE
(MRS THEREOF WITH THE COST OF THE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT OF CLEVELAND AVENUE, BEGINNING WITH ITS
INTERSECTION WITH STATE KOUTE NO. 2$, TO ITS INTERSECT EN WITH MICHIGAN AVENUE: ELEVENTH STREET,
BEGINNING WITH THE INTERSECT EN WITH FIRST AVENUE
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE: TWELFTH
STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE:
FOURTEENTH STREET, BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION
WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECT 3DN WITH THIRD
AVENUE: SEVENTEENTH STREET, BEGINNING WITH ITS
INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECT EN
WITH SECOND AVENUE FORTY-FIRST STREET, BEGINNING
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE: SIDEWALKS - SECOND
AVENUE EAST SIDE WALK BETWEEN 21st SBREET AND 22nd STREET :
TWENTIETH STREET, BETWEEN BANK STREET AND WBJTZ STREET.

I

Whereas, the Council of the City of Nitro on the
day of August, 1971, adopted an Ordinance for the permanent
Improvement of Cleveland Avenue, beginning with its intersection with State Route 25,
to its intersection with Michigan Avenue; Eleventh Street, beginning with the
intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Third fivenuej Twelfth Street,
beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with
Third Avenue; Fourteenth Street, beginning with its intersection withSecond Avenue
to its intersection with Sbird-IAvenue ; Sevent tenth Street, beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue; Forty-First STREET,
beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second
Avenue; Sidewalks - Second Avenue East Side between 21st Street and 22nd Street;

I

Twentieth Street, between Bank Street and Wintz Street, all in the City of Nitro,
Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, by grading, paving, draining and other-

wise improving the smae and further providing for the assessment of the abutting
property and owners thereof for the total cost of such imrpoveraentj and,
WHERE AS, the report of the City Engineer to the Council reporting and certifying

I

the cost of said improvement and showing the respective amounts apportioned, calculated
and charged against each lot abutting, bounding and fronting on said streets and
portionsof streets and the respective owners thereof was read to the Council at its
meeting on the l6.th day of May, 1971, and fully set out in its minutes; and,
WHEREAS, it appears to the Council, independently of said Engineers' Report, that

the permanent improvement has been completed in accordance with the ordinance heretofore
adopted and has specially benefitted each lot or parcel of land abutting thereon
to an extent greater than the respective part of the cost apportioned, caluclatec
and charged against said respective lot or parcel, and that said report and
improvement should be accepted, and,
WHEREAS, notice was caused to be published in the Kanawha Valley Leader once
a week for two successive weeks, a weekly newspaper of general circulation in the
City of Nitro, Kanawha County and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, showing the names of
the owners of each lot abutting on said improved streets and portions of streets and

I

the amount assessed thereof, respectively, and giving notice of said owners or
those who may be woners thereof and interested persons that they might appear before
Council in session onthe 20th day of June, 1972 at 8:00 P.M. to move the revision or
correction of such proposed assessment, and on or after the said date Council might
proceed finally to lay said assessments.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
FIRST:

That the said report of the City Engineer, heretofore filed and read,

is hereby ordered set out in full in the minutes of the Council, and said Engineer's
Report is hereby accepted, approved and adopted by the Council after independent
examniation and investigation thereof, and is hereby expressly made a part of this
ordinance as fully as if set forth herein, and is hereby adopted as the Assessment
Rolls.
SECOND: That the permanent improvement as set forth and shown in said Report

H
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NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS
CITYOFNITRO
NOTICE OF LEVY OF PAVING ASSESSMENTS, GRADING By virtue of an ordinance adopted by the Common Council of the
ASSESSMENTS. CURBING ASSESSMENTS, DRAINING ASSESS- City of Nitro, West Virginia, on the 24th day of August, 1971,
MENTS, SIDEWALK ASSESSMENTS, FOR THE PERMANENT j providing for the permanent improvement of the above named
IMPROVEMENT OF CERTAIN STREETS, AND WAYS, IN THE streets and ways and portions thereof, by paving and otherwise
CITY OF NITRO, BOTH PUTNAM AND KANAWHA COUNTY, permanently improving, and further providing for the assessWEST VIRGINIA, AGAINST PROPERTY ABUTTING ON CLEVE- ments of the costs thereof against property abutting thereon,
LAND AVENUE, BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH as provided by Chapter 8, of the Code of West Virginia, as
STATE ROUTE NO. 25, TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH MICHIGAN amended, the said improvements on the above named streets
AVENUE: ELEVENTH STREET, BEGINNING WITH ITS INTER- or portions thereof, have been completed and the City Engineer
SECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH has completed and filed his report showing the owners of the lots
THIRD AVENUE: TWELFTH STREET BEGINNING WITH ITS or parcels of land abutting on said street so improved; the frontage
INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION., of each of said lots or parcels of land; the proper amount to be
WITH THIRD AVENUE: FOURTEENTH STREET, BEGINNING assessed against the respective abutting lots and parcels of land
WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE TO ITS, and the total costs as follows:
INTERSECTION WITH THIRD AVENUE: SEVENTEENTH STREET,
BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST AVENUE
TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE: FORTY FIRST (All lot numbers or parcels hereinafter shown are as numbered
STREET, BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION WITH FIRST or designated on maps of the City of Nitro and in deeds for said
AVENUE TO FTC INTERSECTION WITH SECOND AVENUE: lots or parcels of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County
SIDEWALKS - SECOND AVENUE EAST SIDE BETWEEN 21st Court, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, and reference
STREET AND 22nd STREET: TWENTIETH STREET, BETWEEN is heeby made to said maps and deeds for a more complete
description.)
BANK STREET AND WINTZ STREET:
CLEVELAND AVENUE

Beginning with its intersection with State Route No. 25,
to its intersection with Michigan Avenue.
BEST STUB. - CLEVELAND AVENUE

Name of Owner
Mervin Stanley Gibson
Ruth G. Gibson
,„_

Lot Number or Description

Front rootage
Assessed

ft. Lt. 39, Sec. 1,

•

Riverdale Acres

Leon B. Daugherty
Lillian M. Daugherty

Pt. Lt. 40, Sec. 1,

Zelraa F. Drennen

Pt. Lt. 40, Sec. 1,

Cost Per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

72.35

2.70215

195.50

65.03

2.70215

175,.72—

50.32

2.70215

135,97

}15.35

2.7O215

311.69

•

Riverdale Acres
Riverdale Acres

Durward R. Angel 1
Charlotte Angell

Lot 40-A, Riverdale Acres

TOTALS WEST SIDE

818.88

EAST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENUE
Hazel Cogar
Hallie Coqar (Life Estate)

Part Tract 4, Sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

E. L. Goodwin
Suzanne Goodwin

Pt Tract 5, sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

Donald D. Donohoe
Violet F. Donohoe

Tract 6 and 10 feet of Tract
5, Riverdale Acres

A. Bruce Campbell
Fannie Elizabeth Campbell

Tract.7, Sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

TOTALS EAST SIDE
TOTAL CLEVELAND AVENUE

57.00

2.70215

154.02

2.70215

243.20

80.50

2.70215

217.62

1OO.OO

2.70215

270.22

9O.OO

884.96

1,703.84

if. If71
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

EY LEADER
ADVERTISEMENT
-

Name of Owner

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

Front Footage
Assessed

Lot Number or Description

Cost Per
Front Poet

Total
Assessment

Frank D. Adkins
Myrtle Adkins

Lot No. 1113

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Otmer E. Landers
Ruby K. Landers

Lot No. 1115

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Boyd C. Wears

Lot No. 1117

40. OO

3.51806

140.72

Boyd C. Wears

Lot No. 1117

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Walter C. Tiffner
Dorotha Tiffner

Lot No. 1121

4O.OO

3.51806

140.72

Charles S. Raynes
Jessie L. Raynes
Norman T. Williams
Mary Jo Williams

Lot No. 1123

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Lot No. 1125

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Jack Landers
Lesta Landers

Lot No. 1127

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Linnie Rhodes

Lot No. 1129

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Thomas Harvey Sanders
Irene Lois Sanders

Lots Nos. 1131 and 1133

77.82

3.51806

273.78

. -' ' ,

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1,698.57

TOTAL - ELEVENTH STREET

4,730.69

TWELFTH STREET

Beginning at its intersection with Second Avenue
to its intersection with Third Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - TWELFTH STREET

Cost Per
Front Foot

Tota'l - "
Assessment

45,00

3.43993

154.80

40 .OO
•

3.43998

137.60

Lot No. 1218

40.00

3.43998

137. CO

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 122O

40.00

3.43998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1222

' 40.00

3.43998

137.60

Darrell Ray Jividen
Mary Susan Jividen

Lot NO. 1224

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Virgil D. Noffsinger
Margaret V. Noffsinger

Lot No. 1226

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Ronnie Lou Faulkner
Marjoric A. Faulkner

Lot No. 1228-

3.43998

137.60

Name of Owner

Lot No. 1214

William Preston Gandee
Billy P. Gibson
Mildred M. Gibson
Ernest W. Hedrick
Shirley J. Hedrick

'William Russell Buchanan
Imogehe Ruth Buchanan
Romie R. Frazier
(Catherine V. Frazier
Ralph J. Linville
Hazel V. Linville
Mabel Higginbotham

Front Footage
Assessed

Lot Number or Description

^^—-.^^

,

Lot No. 1216

•'mjjjjjSjjijj^^

.

40.00

Lot No. 12 30

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Lot No. 1232

40.00

3.43998

137.60

45.00

3.43998

154. 8O

57.62

3.43998

198.20

Lot No. 1234 & 5 feet of Lot
No. 1236
Part of Lot No. 1236

NORTH SIDE - TWELFTH STREET
Lemma Realty Co. , Inc.

Lot No. 1215

45.00

3.43998

154.80

Lemma Realty Co. , Inc.

Lot No. 1217

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Lemma Realty Co. , Inc.

Lot No. 1219

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (life estate)

Lot No. 1221

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (life estate)

Lot No. 1223

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1225

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1227

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1229

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 12331

40.00

•3.43998

•137.60

Gerald Sayre
Juanita Sayre

Lot No. 1233

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Bessie Boggess -

Lot No. 1235

40.00

3.43998

137.60

Part of Lot No. 1237

34.00

3.43998

116.95

Part of Lot No. 1237

32.05

3.43998

110.25

Charles Albert Jones
Lillie B. Jones
Iris M. Miles
TOTALS NORTH SIDE

" -•'•J: • •

-

TOTAL - TWELFTH STREET ,

1,758.00
3,504.20

FOURTEENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue
to its intersection with Third Avenue.
'

NORTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET
Name of Owner

Lot Number or Description

Total
Front Footage Cost per
Assessed / Front Foot Assessment

Ada Gay Post

Lot No. 1415

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Henry Softley

Lot No. 1417

50.00

3.37795

168.90

.Henry Softley

Lot No. 1419

50.00

3.37795

168 .-90

Maurine A. Davis aka
Alice M. Davis

Lot No. 1421

50.0Q

3.37795

168.90

Andrew B. Leurant
Alamodie B. Leurant

Lot No. 1423

50.00

3.37795

168.90

George William Trout
Mary Frances Trout

Lot No. 1425

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Charles W. Hawes
Helen M. Hawes

Lot NO. 1437

50.00

3.37795

168.90

A. F. Whoplet
Melva A. Whoples

Let HO. 1489

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. 1431

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. 1433

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Daniel H. Carper
Launa E. Carper

Lot No. 1435

63.69

3.37795

211.75

TOTALS KOKTH SIDE

1,9OO.73

ELEVENTH STREET
Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue, to
the intersection of Second Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
Lot Number or Description

Name of Owner

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost Per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

Mildred Hill

Lot No. 1104

99.12

3.51806

348.71

J. K, Sizemore
Lena Sizemore

Lot No. 1106

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Otmer Wi throw
Lucy Withrow

Lot No. 11O8

45.00

3.51806

158.31
647.74

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE
NORTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET.

,

Fay Harper
Edna Mae Harper

Lot No. 1101

71.76

3.51806

252.46

Rosalee Wandling (Life Estate)
Guy Kelley

Lot No. 1103

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Othal O. Harris
Norma J. Harris

Lot No. 1105

40.00

3.51806

14O.72I

James 8. Coon

tot NO. 1107

43.00

3.51806

158.31

Virginia F. Coon
692.21

TOTALS NORTH SIDE
ELEVENTH STREET
Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to
its intersection with Third Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
Name of Owner

Lot Number or Description

Front Footage Cost Per
Assessed
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

P. V. Rhodes, aka
Pharozina Rhodes
Janet Pignato
George W. Rhodes
Cynthia Bibbee
Pearl McCutchen
Lorerta Rhodes
Mearl Davis

Lot No. 1112

45.00

3.51806

158.31

Nitro Realty Company

Lot No. 1114

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Ernest Franklin Allen, Jr.

Lot No. 1116

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Viola Ragle

Lot No. 1118

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Quentin Lemuel Miller
Mary Ellen Miller

Lots No. 1120 and 1122

80.00

3.51806

281.44

Glen D. Jividen
Bertha M. Jividen

Lot No. 1124

40iOO

3.51806

140.72

Guy Jividen

Lot No. 1126

40.00

3.518O6

140 . 72

Charles O. Harrison

Lot No. 1128

40.00

3.51806

140.72

Charles O. Harrison
Kenneth F. Miller
Janet A. Miller

Lot No. 1130
Lots Nos. 1132 and 1134

40.00

3.51806

140.72

76.00

3.51806

267.38

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,692.17

•

NORTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
Nitro Properties, Ltd.

Lot No. 1111

45.00

3.51806

158.31

•5
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RTISEMENT

4,117.23

TOTAL FORTY-FIRST STREET

SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT

SECOND AVENUE

Between 21st Street and 22nd Street.
IAST SIDE
Lot Number or Description

Name of Owner

Front Footage
Assessed

14.9546

22.00

Pt. Plot 15

Holraan Motor Sales, Inc.

Cost Per
Total
Front Foot Assessment
329.00

329.OO

TOTAL SECOND AVENUE

rWENTIETH STREET

between Bank Street and Wintz Street.
1ORTH SIDE
Corner of Bank and 20th
Street

James A. Marrs
Jean Ann Marrs

15.9350

48.00

764.87

764.87

TOTAL TWENTIETH STREET

Notice is hereby given to persons owning property abutting on the
ove named streets or portions thereof, and other interested
arsons, and any other persons who may be owners of property
treinabove described that at a regularly called meeting of the
ouncil of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, to be held in the
nincil Chambers at the City Hall of said City on the 20th day
June, 1972, at 8:00 o'clock P.M. the owner or owners whose
•operty Is to be assessed as hereinabove designated, or other
crested parties may appear to move the revision or correction
such proposed assessments, and that on or after the 20th day
June, 1972, the Council may proceed to lay assessments in the
aounts and against the property for the cost of the permanent

improvements made as such assessments are above set out and
described.
The principal amount of the above assessments may be paid
by the owners of said property at any time up to, and including
the 20th day of June, 1972, without interest on the sums so named
in this notice.
Done by order of the Council of the City of Nitro duly made and
entered of record. ^^^^^^^
CITY OF NJTRO, WEST VIRGINIA
BY: Grace Lewis, Recorder
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SOOTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET

Rosehelena Fransworth Hanes
Kanawha Banking & Trust Co. , Trustee

Lot No. 1416

Henry W. King

Lot No. 1418

50.00

3.37795

168.90

L. F. Trout
Mabel Trout

Lot No. 1420

50.00

3.37795

168.90

L. F. Trout

Lot No. 1422

50. OO

3.37795

168.90

Foy A. Silman
Lydia L. Silman

Lot NO. 1424

SO. 00

3.37795

168.90

W. W. Alexander

Lot No. 1426

50. OO

3.37795

168.90

Maysel Ranson Hill

Lot No. 1428

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Thelma Jamison .Miller
Ada T. Jamison (Life Estate)

Lot No. 1430

5O.OO

3.37795

168.90

Mabel Trout

50.00

3.37795

168.90
,

Stanley Lawrence Smith
Margie Elizabeth Smith

Lot No. 1432 & westerly part

82.00

3.37795-

276.98

Vernice Ezekiel Townsend
Opal S. Townsend

Easterly part of Lot No. 1434
and Lot No. 1436

75.51

3.37795

255.06

of Lot No. 1434

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,883.24

TOTAL FOURTEENTH STREET

3,783.99

SEVENTEENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to
its intersection with Second Avenue.

:

V

NORTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET

Name of Owner

Lot Number or Description

Bennett R. Burgess
Jean W. Burgess

Lot No. 1701

G. C. Alderson

Lot No. 1703

Ray W. Boggess

Front Footage
Assessed
55.OO

Cost Per
Front Foot
3.94191

Total
Assessment

]
at
P<
hi
U(
C

216.80

c
V*

50.00

3.94191

197. 1O

Lot No. 1705

50.00

3.94191

197.10

Violet B. DeMoss

Lot No. 1707

50.00

3^94191

197.10

Elizabeth B. Robbins

Lot No. 1709

50.00

3.94191

197.10

Charles A. Smith

Lot No. 1711

50. OO

3.94191

197.10

W. H. Jividen
Zelma R. Jividen

Lot No. 1713

50. OO

3.94191

197.10

E. O. Kinder

Lot No. 1715

5Q«00

3.94191

197.10

-

oi
P

to
oi
oi

ai
i

^

Garnet Lee Smith

1,596.50

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

-

SOUTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET
George Witt
Thelma Witt

Lot No. 1702
•

47.57

3.94191

187.52

John H. Caldwell

Lot No. 1704

50.00

3.94191

197.10

Lot No. 17O6

50.00

3.94191

197.10

Caroline Hudnall

Lot NO. 1708

50.00

3.94191

197. 1O

S. L. White

Lot No. 1710

50.00

-

Reva E. Caldwell
D. J. Lett

Anne Lett
*M

3.94191

197.10

Lemma Realty Co. , Inc.

Lot No. 1712

50.00

3.94191

197.10

Lemma Realty Co. , Inc.

Lot No. 1714

SO. 00

3.94191

197.10

Elsie C. Alderson

Lot No. 1716

50.00

3.94191

197. 1O

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,567.22

TOTAL SEVENTEENTH STREET

3,163,72

FORTY-FIRST STREET
Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection
with Second Avenue.
NORTH SIDE — FORTY-FIRST STREET
Name of Owner

Lot Number or Description

Leased Stations, Inc.

Parcel

Leased Stations, Inc.

Front Footage
Assessed

Cost Per
Front Foot

Total
Assessment

27.23

3.77129

1O2.70

Part of Lot No. 4125

15O.OO

3.77129

365.70

Andrew J. Board
Virginia C. Board

Part of Lot No. 4125

5O.OO

3.77129

188
.56
.

Charles O. Brown
Virginia Rose Brown

Lot E of the Resubdivision of
Part of Lot No. 4125

50. OO

3.77129

188.56

Leroy P. Boggess, Jr.
Rema L. Boggess

Lot F of the Resubdivision of
Part of Lot No. 4125

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot No. 4115

50.00

3.77129

188.56

*Chancey W. Johns
Ruth L. Johns

Lot NO. 4117

50.00

3.77129

188.56

William C. Hicks

Lot No. 4119

50.00

3.77129

188.56

William C. Hicks
Ruth B. Hicks

Lot No. 4121

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Lot No. 4123 & part of Lot No.
4123%

38.50

3.77129

145.21

Part of Lot 4123%

26. OO

3.77129

98.O6

James Hollis Tot ten, Sr.
Alma B. Tott en

'Joseph D. Thomas
Gloria M. Thomas
James S. Frazier

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

2,231.59

SOUTH SIDE - FORTY-FIRST STREET
Childers Realty Co.

Lot No. 410O

90.00

3.77129

339.43

O. R. Childers

9.08 acre tract

60.00

3.77129

226.29

O. R. Childers

Lot No. 4108

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Childers Realty Co.

Lot No. 4110

50. OO

3.77129

186.56

Roger Paul Cochran
Sharon Sue Thornton

Lot No. 4112

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Mary B. Dorsey

Lot No. 4114

50. OO

3.77129

188.56

Lot No. 4116

50. OO

3.77129

188.56

Theo Rhodes

Lot No. 4118

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Sethalee B. -Brewer

Lot No. 412O

50. OO

3.77129

188.56

Isaac E. Hall
Ethel M. Hall

TOTALS. SOUTH SIDE

.

1,885.64
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is the smae as hereby declared to be completed and is hereby accepted.

I

THIRD: That the amounts set forth in the aforesaid report as the proportionate
shares of the next cost assessable to each of the various properties and owners
thereof as the same appear in said report are hereby assessed against each of the
said properties and the owners thereof as their proportionate share of the cost of
the improvementj that the aforesaid amounts are hereby declared to be liens upon each
of the several lots abutting upon the said streets and portions of streets as shown
in the said report; that paving assessment certificates shall forthwith be issued

*

and signed by the Mayor and City Recorder in the respective amounts assessed against
each lot and parcel of land and the owners thereof, and each said assessment

t.
*

certificate shall be issued and made payable in ten equal installment certificates,

*

the first of which said installment certificates shall be due and payable in
thirty days from the date of the assessment thereof, and the remaining nine of said

I

installment certificates shallbe due and payable on or before one year and thirty
days, two years and thirty days, three years and thirty days, four years and thirty
days, five years and thirty days, six years and thirty days, seven years and thirty

»

days, eight years and thirty days, and nine years and thirty days, from the date of
the assessment, respecitvely, all of which said installment certificates shall bear
interest at the rate of six percent (6$) per annum from the date of the assessment, .
with the provision that if default be made in the payment of any of the said install«

ment certificates when due and payable, then the whole amount of the assessment
v

remaining unpaid shall become forthwith due and payable and the holder of the certificate
may proceed to collect *he whole amount unpaid, that the respective certificates
covering the amounts of the respective assessments shall be paid by the respective
owners of the land, lots or fractional parts thereof so assessed for the

I

cost, and the respective owners of the said real estate, and shall be liens
ahead in priority of other liens against the said property except for taxes
due the state, county and cityj and the said certificates may be issued, sold and
delivered by the Mayor to the contractor doing the paving and other improvements
on said streets or

306"
portions of streets in payment of the cost thereby.
FOURTH j The Major and the City Recorder are hereby authorized to issue, sign

B

and deliver the assessment lein certificates against the several lots in accordance

™

with the provision of Paragraph "THIRD" hereinabove.
FIFTH: The City Recorder is hereby directored to cause to be prepared a
certificate, report and notice showing and certifying a copy of the said Engineer's
Report, so adopted by the Council, and when so certified to, by the City Recorder,
the same shall be delivered to the Clerk of the County Court, Putnam County, West
Virginia, and the Clerk of the County Court, Kanawha County, West Virginia, to be
recorded in said Clerk's Office in a Trust Deed Book, and shall be continuing tax
liens upon the lots or lands agsinst which the assessments are made until the
certificates, as aforesaid, are paid and the said Clerk of the County Court shall
index the same in the names of each lot or land owner mentioned therein.
CLEVELAND AVENUE
Beginning with its intersection with State Rt. 25, to its intersection with Michig
Avenue.
WEST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENUE
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NO. OR HESCRIPIIDN

FRONT FOOTAGE COST PER TOTAL
ASSESSED
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Jfervin Stanly Gibson
•. R uth G. Gibson

Pt. Lot 39, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

72.35

2.70215

195.50

Leon B. Daugherty
* Lillian M. Daugherty

Pt. Lot UO, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

65.03

2.70215

175.72

Pt. It. !#, Sec. 1,
Riverdale Acres

50.32

2.70215

135.97

Lot 1*0-A, Riverdale Acres

115.35

2.70215

311.69

Zeltfa F. Drennen
'
Durward R. Angell
Charlotte Angell
TOTALS WEST SIDE

818.88

EAST SIDE - CLEVELAND AVENUE
Hazel Cogar

Part Tract it, Sec. 1

57.00

2.70215

151*.

90.00

2.70215

2U3.20

Hallie Cogar (Life Estate) Riverdale Acres
E. L. Goodwin
Suzanne Goodwin

Pt. Tract 5, Sec. 1
Riverdale Acres

1
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NAME OF OWNER

I

Donald D. Donohoe
Violet F. Donohoe
A. Bruce Campbell

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE COST PER
TOTAL
ASSESSED
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Tract 6 and 10 feet of
Tract 3>, Riverdale Acres

80.50

2.70215

217.52

Tract 7, Sec. 1

100.00

2.70215

270.22

TOTALS EAST SIDE

88^.96

TOTAL CLEVELAND AVENUE

1,703.8U

ELEVENTH STREET
Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue, to the intersection of Second Awnue.
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
NAME OF OWNER

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

Mildred Hill

Lot No.

FRONT FOOTAGE COST PER TOTAL
ASSESSED
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

noU

99.12

3.51806

3U8.71

J. R. Sizemore
Lena Sizemore

Lot No. H06

liO.OO

3.51806

UlO.72

Otmer Withrow
Lucy Mthrow

Lot No. 1108

U5.00

3.10.806

158.31

I

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

61*7. 7U

NORTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET

Ray Harper
Enda Mae Harper

Lot No. 1101

71.76

3.51806

252 .U6

Rosalee Wanlding (Life Lot No. 1103
Guy Kelley
Estate)

liO.OO

3.51806

11*0.72

John M. McCallister
Balcus V. McCallister

Lot No. 1105

ItO.OO

3.51806

liiO.72

James B. Coon
Virginia F. Coon

Lot No. 1107

145.00

3.51806

158.31

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

692.21

ELEVENTH STREET

Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue.
SOUTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET

I

308
SOOTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET
LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE COST PER TOTAL
ASSESSED
FRONT FT. ASSESSME1

P. V. Rhodes, aka
Fharoztna Rhodes
Janet Plgnato
George W. Rhodes
Cynthia Bibbee
Pearl McCutchen
Lorena Rhodes
Mearl Davis

Lot No. 1112

1*5.00

3.51806

158.

Nitro Realty Go.

Lot No. 1Tllt

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Ernest Franklin Allen, Jr. Lot No. 1116

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Viola Ragle

*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

NAME OF OWNER

Lot No. 1118

Quentin Lemuel Killer
Mary EHen Miller

Lots No. 1120 and 1122

80.00

3.51806

281.1*1*

Glen D. Jividen
Bertha M. Jividen

Lot No. 1121*

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Guy Jividen

Lot No. 1326

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Warren T. Harrison
Norraa G. Harrison

Lot Ho. 1128

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.7

Lots No. 1132 and 1131*

76.00

3.51806

267.38

Kenneth F. Miller
Janet A. Miller

I

1,692.17

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE
NORTH SIDE - ELEVENTH STREET

3.51806

158.31

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Lot No. 1115

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Boyd C. Wears

Lot No. 1117

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Boyd C. Wears

Lot No.

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

LotNo. 1121

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.72

Lot No. 1123

1*0.00

3 .51806

11*0.72

Lot No. 1125

1*0.00

3.51806

11*0.7

Nitro Properties, Ltd. Lot No. 1111
Frank D. Adkins
Lot No. 1113
Myrtle Adkins
0truer E. Landers
Ruby K. Landers

Walter C. Tiffner
Dorotha Tiffner
Charles S. Raynes
Jessie L.Raynes
Norma T. Williams
Mary Jo Williams

t

NAME OF OWNER
Jack Landers
Lesta Landers

I

Linnie Rhodes

Thomas Harvey Sanders
Irene Lois Sanders

FBDNT FOOTAGE COST PER
ASSESSED
FRONT FT.

TO'j
ASSESSMENT

3.51806

1U0.72

Lot No. 1129

Uo.oo
Uo.oo

3.51806

1U0.72

Lots No. 113 and 1133

77.82

3.51806

273.78

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

Lot No. 112?

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1,698.57

TOTAL - ELEVENTH STREET

U>730.69

TWELFTH STREET
Beginning at its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue.
SDUTH SIDE - TWELFTH STREET
William Preston Gandee Lot No. 121U

U5.00

3.U3998

15U.80

Billy P. Gibson
Mildred M. GELbeen

LotNo. 1216

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Ernest F. Hedrick
Shirley J. Hedrick

Lot No. 1218

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1220

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

James D. Sargent
Mary Jane Sargent

Lot No. 1222

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Darrell Ray Jividen
Mary Susan Jividen

Lot No. 1224

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Virgil D. Noffsinger
Margaret V. Noffsinger

Lot No. 1226

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Ronnie Lou Faulkner
Marjorie A. Faulkaer

Lot No. 1228

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

William Russell Buchanan
Imogens Ruth Buchanan
Lot No. 1230

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Romie R. Frazier
Katherine V. Frazier

Lot No. 1232

Uo.oo

3.U3998

137.60

Ralph J. Linville
Hazel V. Linville

LotNo. 1231* - & ft. of
Lot No. 1236

U5.oo

3.U3998

15U.80

Part of Lot No. 1236

57.62

3.U3998

198.20

I

Mabel Higgihbotham

I

TOTALS SOOTH SIDE

1,7U6.20

HDRTH SIDE - TWEILFTH STREET
Lemma Realty Co., ]jic. Lot No. 1215

1*5.00

3.1*3998

1^1*. 8

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 1217

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.6>0^

Lenma Realty Co., Inc. Lot No. 1219

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Paul L. Janey
Mary Z. Janey (life Estate) Lot No. 1221

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Paul L.Janey
Mary Z. Janey (Life Estate) Lot No. 1223

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

3.1*3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd. Lt. No.1225

1*0.00

Nitro Properties, Ltd. Lot No. 1227

1*0.00

3.1*3998

337.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd. Lot No. 1229

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Nitro Properties, Ltd. Lot No. 1231

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Gerald Sayre
Juanita Sayre

Lot to. 1233

1*0.00

3.1*3998

137.60

Bessie Boggess

Lot No.

1*0.00

3.U3998

137.60

Part of Lot No. 1237

31*. oo

3.1*3998

Part of Lot No. 1237

32.05

3.1*3998

Charles Albert Jones
Lillie B. Jones
Leroy Miles
Iris M. Miles

110.25

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

1,758.00

TOTAL - TWLEFTH STREET

3,50l*.20

K)URTEENTH STREET
Beginning with its intersection with Second Avenue to its intersection with Third Avenue.
NORTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET
Ada Gay Post

Lot No. Ii*l5

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Henry Softley

Lot No. U*17

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Henry Softley

Lot No. liO.9

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Lot No. 11*21

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Maurine A. Davis aka
Alice M. Davis

I
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Andrew E. Leurant
Alamodie E. Leurant

Lot No. li*23

50.00

3,37795

168.90

George William Trout
Mary Frances Trout

Lot No. 11*25

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Charles W. Hawes
Helen M. Hawes

Lot No. ll*27

50.00

3.37795

168.90

A. F. Whaples
Melva A. Whaples

Lot No. ll£9

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. ll*31

50.00

3.37705

168.90

Andrew J. Ice
Gladys B. Ice

Lot No. 11*33

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Lot No. Ili35

62.69

3.37795

211.75

I

Daniel H. Carper
Launa E. Carper
TQTILSCBORTH SIDE

1,900.75

SOUTH SIDE - FOURTEENTH STREET
Roshelenena Fransworth Hones Lot No. U*l6
Kanawha Banking & Trust Oo.
Henry W. King
Lot No. 11*18

I

50.00

3.37795

168.90

50.00

3.37795

168.90

L. F. Trout
Mabel Trout

Lot No. 11*20

50.00

3.37795

168.90

L. f. Trout
Mabel Trout

Lot No. 11*22

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Lot NO. 11*21*

50.00

3.37795

168.90

W. W. Alex-nder

Lot No. 11*26

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Maysel Hanson Hill

Lot No. 11*28

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Thelma Jamison Miller
A d a T . Jamison(Life Estate) Lot No. ll*30

50.00

3.37795

168.90

Stanley Lawrence Smith Lot No. 11*32 & westerly pt.
Margie Elizabeth Smith
of Lot No. U*3h

82.00

3.37795

276.98'

Vernice Ezekiel Townsend Easterly part of Lot No.
Opal S. Townsmd
ll*3l* and Lot No. U*36

75.51

3.37795

255.06

Roy A. Silman
Lydia L. Silman

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,883.21*

TOTAL FOURTEENTH STREET

3,783.99

I

'312
SEVENTEENTH STREET
Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Ave.
NHRTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET

I

NAME OF OWNER

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FB3NT FOOTAGE
ASSESSED

COST PER
FJCNT FT.

TOTAL
ASSESSMEN

Bennett R. Burgess
Jeas W. Burgess

Lot No. 1701

55.oo

3.91*191

216.80

G. C. Alder son

LotNo. 1703

3.9U191

197.10

Ray W. Boggess

Lot No. 1705

3.91*191

197.10

Violet B. DeMoss

Lot No. 1707

3.91*191

197.10

Elizabeth B. Robbins

Lot No. 1709

5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo
5o.oo

3.91*191

197.10

Charles A. Smith
Garnet Lee Smith

Lot No. 1711

5o.oo

3.91*191

197.10

LotNo. 1713

5o.oo
5o.oo

3.9.1*191

197.10

3.91*191

197.10

W. H. Jividen
Zelma R. Jividen
E. 0. Kinder

LotNo. lii!7

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

|M

1,596. 5ol
™»

SOUTH SIDE - SEVENTEENTH STREET
SOUTH SIDE
George Witt
Thelma Witt

LotNo. 1702

1*7.57

3.91*191

187.52

John H. Caldwell
Reva E. Caldwell

Lot No. 170li

5o.oo

3.91*191

197.10

D. J. Lett
Anne Lett

Lot No. 1706

3.91*191

197.10

Caroline Hudnall

Lot No. 1708

5o.oo
5o.oo

3.91*191

197.10

S. L. White
Eva G. White

Lot No. 1710

3.91*191

197.10

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 11*12

3.91*191

197.10

Lemma Realty Co., Inc.

Lot No. 17H*

3.91*191

197.10

Elise C. Alder son

Lot No. 1716

50.00
50.00
5o.oo
5o.oo

3.9U191

197. 10H

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE

1,567.22™

TOTAL SEVENTEENTH STREET

3,163.72

313
FORTY-FIRST STREET

I

Beginning with its intersection with First Avenue to its intersection with Second Avenue.
NORTH SIDE - FORTY FIRST STREET

NAME OF VDNER

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTAGE COST PER TOTAL
ASSESSED
FRONT FT. ASSESSMENT

Leased Stations, INc.

Parcel

27.2J

3.77129

102.70

Leased Stations, Inc.

Part of Lot No. U125

150.00

3.77129

365.70

Andrew J. Board
Virginia C. Board

Part of Lot No. Ijl25

5o.oo

3 .77129

188.56

Charles 0. Brown
Virginia Rose Brown

Lot E of the Resubdivision of
Par t of Lot No . iO25

50.00

3 .77129

188.56

Lot F of the Resubdivision of
Part of Lot No. l|125

50.00

3.77129

188.56

50.00

3.77129

188.56

Leroy P. Boggess, Jr.
Rema L. Boggess

Janes Hollis Totten, Sr,
Lot No. U115
Alma B. Totten
Chancey W'. Johns
Ruth L. 'Johns
William C. Hicks

Lot No. UH9

50.00
5o.oo

William G. Hicks
Ruth B. Hicks

Lot No. 1021

5o.oo

3.77129

188.56

Joseph D. Thomas
Gloria M. Thomas

Lot No. U123 & Part of
Lot No. Ul23?g

38.5o

3.77129

Ui5.21

Part of Lot 1^12^

26.00

3.77129

98.06

I

James S. Frazier

Lot No . U117

3.77129

188.56

3 .77129

188.56

TOTALS NORTH SIDE

2,231.59

SOUTH SIDE - FORTY-FIRST STREET

Childers Realty Co.

Lot NO. laoo

90.00

3.77129

339. U3

0. R. Childers

9.08 acres tract

3.77129

266.29

0. R. Childers

Lot No. 14108

60.00
50.00

3.77129

188.56

Childer Realty Co.

Lot No. UllO

50.00

3 .77129

188.56

Roger Paul Cochran
Sharon Sue Thornton

Lot No. U112

3 .77129

188.56

3.77129

188.56

3.7792

188.56

Mary E. Dorsey

Lot No. UlUi

5o.oo
50.00

Isaac E. Hall
Ethel M. Han

Lot No.UH6

50.00

I
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NAME OF OWNER

LOT NO. OR DESCRIPTION

FRONT FOOTACffi
ASSESSED

Theo Rhodes

Lot No. l£l8

f?0.00

Bethalee B. Brewer

LotNo. 1|120

£0.00

COST PER
FRONT FT.

TOTAL
ASSESSMEN

Iii.9$it6

329.00

TOTALS SOUTH SIDE
TOTAL FORTY - FIRST STREET
SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT
SECOND AVENUE

Between 21st Street and 22nd Street.
EAST SIDE
Holraan Motor Sales, Jhc. Part not l£

22.00

TOTAL SECOND AVENUE

329.00

TWENTIETH STREET
BETWEEN BANK STREET AND WINTZ STREET.
NORTH SIDE
James A. Marrs
JJean Ann Marrs
TOTAL TWENTIETH STREET

Corner of Bank and 20th
Street

U8.00

1^.93^0

I

761^.8

76U.8?

The Mayor asked if there were any questions by Council members or persons
present.
Councilman Kniceley said he had received numerous complaints on the upper part
of 12th Street and llith Street. The complaints are that the new paving is too
porous and asked how long is the guarantee?
The Mayor informed that Maintenance Bond is for two years.
The Engineer, Jesse Qandee, said they had mechanical difficulty and part of it
had been hand tamped and they had to bring in a mechanical tamper.
Councilman Kniceley said the people felt while the machines were broken down
the blacktop had gotten cold.
It was pointedout that the people living o n the recently resurfaced streets,

I

were comparing the streets with 18th Street and other streets thathad been resurfaced
in recent years and that there is a lot of difference in the paving.
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Mr. Grandee said that in 1970 when Second Avenue was resurfaced, we had this smae

I

type

complaint .
Councilman Kniceley said since the streets seem to be so proous thatthe people

were afraid of freezes and the paving crumbling.
Councilman Kniceley said he would like to go on record and that it show in the
minutes of this meeting that these complaints had been registered with the City
Council on the streets of llth, 12th, lUth, and l?th Streets in order that by next
spring if anything should go wrong with the Paving, necessary repairs should be done.
Mr. Townsend said there was tar on the curb the full '-length of Lot Number
llrth Street.
One person present said water is oozing up in the pavement already and he
thought Superior Paving Company should be responsible.

M^irc«p»8^^

I

:.i:vTv*r-v*»*:v»:rt'

The Mayor said that if anything went wrong with the paving that Superior Paving

Company is responsible and it will be necessary to have them take care of it.
In discussion of the Ordinance relating to possession of hypodermic syringes, sale
of hypodermic syringes, and destruction of used or discarded hypodermice syringes,
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, the Ordinance be tabled
indefinitely. |(pon a vote motion carried.
The Recorder reported to Council that Mr. Judy of the Appalachian Power Co.
had called asking for Council's confirmation and approval of a replacement of
a street l|ght on IXipont Avenue, west of Gum Street. He sad-d the oldli^it was damaged
and could not be replaced, therefore, the Power Company had installed a 3$ lumen
on Pole Number 12D158.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Tidquist, confirming the replace-

I

ment of the light on Dupont Avenue, west of Gum Street. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Council was presented with two sealed bids on Fleet Insurance Coverage.
Ray W. KLlis, Agent for theBuckeye Union Insurance Company, cost of

annual premium - $2,661.00.
• Aerent. for the Buckesve Union Insurance Company, cost
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of annual premiw $2,661.00
Councilman Hoke said since the Treasurer of Insurance Exchange, Inc. will be
associated with the new City Administration, he did not thank we should accept their

I

bid.
Councilman Hoke moved, seconded by Councilman Allen, to award the bid for
fleet Insurance for 1972-73, to Ray E. Ellis, Agent of Buckeye Union Insurance Co.,
Upon, a vote motion carried.
Councilman Tidquist asked if the City bought another piece of equipment, could
it be included in this coverage.
The Recorder said yes, by adding it to the list with serial number and model
and the City would be charged the price of the coverage for that particular piece of
equipment.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Williamson, the City go on
record protesting to the Public Service Commission of the request by C & P Telephone
Co. for rate increase. Upon a vote motion carried.

I

The Mayor told Council he had been asked that the City replace a dusk-dawn
light in front of 212U - 21st Street, that the people had been paying for this
light for years.
Councilman Graves said the light is needed.
Councilman Tidquist moved, seconded by Councilman Goodwin, to replace duskdawn light located in front of 21J& - 21st Street. Upon a vote motion carried.
The Mayor told Council that St. Albans had already approved the Resolution
or Agreement between the Regional Development Authority of- Charleston - Kanawha
County, and that the town of Dunbar is supossed to do the some. Agreement regarding
the Sanitary Landfill located in the Tyler Mountain area, he went on to explain
the RDA along with the Mayors of the three towns acting as a Committee will set up
the rules and regulations of the Landfill and that Kanawha County Court is supossed
to pay $81,000.00
The cost to the City of Nitro would be on a $2.f?0 per ton bases.

I
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This is the first Intergovernmental Agreement in Kanawha County. The agreement

I

was written by John Poffenbarger, City Attorney of Dunbar.
The Mayor asked Council's permission to sign the agreement for the City of

Nitro.
Councilman Allen moved, seconded by Councilman Graves, to enter into the
Agreement with the other Cities and the Regional Development Authority. Upon a vote
motion carried.
This agreement, Made June 20, 1972, by and between the Regional Development
Authority of Charleston - Kanawha County, West Virginia Metropolitan Region, hereinafter
referred to as the "KDA", a Public corporation organized under Chapter 7 >Article
12 of the West Virginia Code, and the Municipality of Dunbar, West Virginia, and the
Municipality of Nitro, W. Va., and the Municipality of St. Albans, W. Va., each
organized under Chapter 8, Article 2 of the West Virginia Code, hereinafter referred to
as "Municipalities",

I

RECITES;
RDA had been designated by the County Court of Kanawha County, West Virginia as

a public agency to promote, develop and advance the economic welfare and environmental
growth of the metropolitan region and the various communities therein and to effectuate
and promote programs and activities leading to the general improvement of living environment, community or public facilities and services, and did endorse and approve the
undertaking by RDA of work leading to a solution of the solid waste disposal problems
in its area of jurisdiction.
RDA has obtained leases and right of way for the use of certain tracts of
land in Kanawha County for the purpose of operating a sanitary solid waste landfill
and its President has been authorized to execute said leases.

I

The MUNICIPALITIES, through resolution of their Common Councils, have indicated

support for the proposed sanitary solid waste landfill and have pledged feasible

utilization of said landfill.

318
The RM is enpowered under the cited statute and Chapter 8, Article hA. of the

I

West Virginia Code to construct, operate, maintain and/or eniarge municipal public
works including landfill or other garbage disposal systems, hereinafter called
"Landfill"
EDA intends to establish and operate a landfill upon said leased tracts of
land as a, public, not-for-profit service facility, said landfill to be operated
primarily from service fees collected for the privilege of depositing of garbage,
rubbish or solid waste at said facility.
RDA recognizes and acknowledges the essentially of the participation of the
MUNICIPALITIES in the economic feasibility of the Landfill and accords to the Mayors
of said MUNICIPALITIES the function of policy formulation, establishment of service
fees, and general advisory supervision of the landfill, said Mayors to constitute
an Advosory Board for the Landfill establishment and operation.

I

NOW THEREFORE THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSES: That in consideration of the recitals
it is mutually agreed that:
1. RDA shall do whatever is necessary to proceed toward the establishment

and operation of the landfill, said landfill to be establihsed primarily for the service
of municipal wastes emanating from within the municipal corporations,and
additionally, as a recognized public need, RDA shall allow the secondary use of
the landfill for wastes originating from unincorporated areas.
2. RDA hereby recognizes the Mayors of the MUNICIPALITIES as an Advisory
Board to establish operational and management policy, set the amount of service
fees, and to function in a general overseership capacity for the landfillj such
policites shall be set forth in writing from time to time.
3. RDA recognizes that certain capital improvements made on the tracts prior
to the execution of said leases by a municipality signator to this Agreement constitut
a contribution of value to the landfill, and fiar compensation should be allowed
for this investment.
1;. The service fee to all users for the privilege of depositing garbage and

1
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waste material at the landfill is established herewith initially at $2.50 (Two
Dollars and Fifty Cents) per ton and it is expressly agreed that said service fee may

I

be adjusted from time to time by the Advisory Board as experience and/or exingencies

in the operation of the landfill may justify.
5. RDA AND THE MUNICIPALITIES recognize that additional Kanawha County Municipalities may, from time to time, desire to join with RDA in the use and operation
of the landfill, and RM aid the MUNICIPALITIES SHALL permit such additional
municipalities to so join by a procedure similar to that followed in achieving this
AGREEMENT, whereupon the Mayor of said joining municipality shall become a member of
the Advisory Board.
6. RDA and the MUNICIPALITIES herein agree to establish and operate the landfill
in a manner to improve and protect the environment, and; to the most feasible extent,
shall conform with ind abide by the official regulations of the West Virginia
State Health Department pertaining to solid waste landfill establishment and operation.

I

7.

RDA AND THE MUNICIPALITIES may each, separately or severally terminate this

Agreement, provided first, that written notice of such intended terminationshall
be delivered to all signators not less than 60 days prior to the intended date of
termination.
WITNESS THE FOLLOWING SIGNATURES:
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF
CHARLESTON - KANWAHA COUNTY, WEST
VIRGINIA METROPOLITAN REGION.
BY:

(wesiaent)

GUY OF ST. ALBANS, W. VA.

BY:

(MAYOR)

CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
(MAYOR)

I

CITY OF DUNBAR, W. VA.»
BY:

(MAYOR)
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Mayor Alexander went on to say he thinks this is a good move on the part of all
concerned. He thinks perhaps there will be another Landfill in the eastern part of
the County in the area of ELk. We have hopes this Landfill will be in operation in

I

theidiext six weeks.
There needs to be some large equipment bought, however, Dunbar and St. Albans
have agreed to use their equipment until the new equipment is in.
The Mayor said that all three towns have snme space that is still useable as
Landfill and their plans areto keep these areas for bad weather, when it would be too
risky to haul to the new Landfill.

Adding that he thinks this will possibly save

the people of Nitro a lot of money.
The Council members were presented with the following Resolution:
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Nitro is concerned that the United States
of America appears to be facing an energy shortage of serious proportions; and
WHEREAS, the energy requirements of the citizens of the said city of Nitro are
presently being served by public utilities pursuant to franchise ordinances heretofore en'acted by this Council; and

I

WHEREAS, the Council has familiarized itself with the Action Program proposed
by the Columbia Gas System, Inc., the parent company of Columbia Gas of West Virginia, Inc.
the utility holding the present gas franchise in the City of Nitro, and the Council,
believes that the said Action Program, if followed and carried into effect, will assist
in the alleviation of the shortage of natural gas;
NOW THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, THAT the
said Council endorses the several points of the aforesaid Action Program in principle,
and it is further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to Congressman John
M. Slack, Jr. and U. S. Senator Robert C. Byrd, and U. S. Senator Jennings Randolph.
The Mayor asked Mr. Olaf Walker of Columbia Gas to explain this matter to
Council.
Mr. Walker in addressing Council said he was sure they all realized the impact
of restriction in the Valley, there is a gas shortage. The American people
have to realize that we can not take advantage of the energy. The nation is in the

I
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beginning stages of energy crises, which is increasing unless the public realizes

I

the probelm and urges the Government to cooperate with Industries, which could go
to a disaster as early as 1973-7U.
Low cost energy is passed, energy of all forms must rise cost wise and we must

practive conservation of energy.
The Columbias Gas have made up a program and the thing we can do as a user and
tax payer is to write to Senate and Representatives to promote and support the Action
Program to help correct the National Energy Crises.
The Columbias Gas Company will welcome the Support of everyone.
There are Uo million gas consumers and Columbias Gas supplies about 10 percent.
Councilman Hoke asked Mr. Walker if it were not true that a new home would not
be serviced by Columbia Gas.
Mr. T*alker said this was not ture in the State of West Virginia, however, it was
true in Virginia.

I

Councilman Tidquist asked if this had been gradually coming on. Mr. Walker
i
said -this has been creeping upon us since 195U.
Councilman Goodwin moved, seconded by Councilman Kniceley, the aforegoing

Resolution be adopted and accepted by the City Council. Upon a vote motion carried.
Mayor Alexander informed Council the dedication of the Watershed will be held
Tuesday, June 27, 1972 at 2:00 P.M. The Tyler Mountain Bus Company is running a
shuttle service from the High School to the Watershed and that the people can park
their cars on the back part of Kroger Faking Lot.
The Watershed Commission will meet Wendesday night to complete plans and
agenda.

The Contractor is shoving the job and hopefully will have the recreation
area ready by July U, 1972.

I

The iake has been stocked with 10 thousand fish by the Soil Conservation

Service, and they plan to bring in more.
He went on to inform Council that the lake could have been filled with water
by this time, however, the Soil Conservation Service has a ruling that the valve can
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not be turned if there is a chance that the road could be covered,
The valve has not been turned, however, a make shift valve has been put on.
The Department of Highway has approved the repair to the Blakes Greek Road and are

I

accepting Bids for this work.
The Recorder presented to the Council a Journal of the City of Nitro. She
explained to Council that when we moved into this Building she personally saw
that this book was placed in a safe and clean place, explaining further that it
was the First Journal of the City of Nitro, dated April 1932, in her father's
handwriting. She asked Council's permission to take the book with her when she
left Office June 30, 1912.
Councilman Williamson moved, seconded by Gouncilmay Goodwin, to grant Miss
Lewis permission to take the City Journal with her on June 30, 1972.
There being no further business and the agenda having been completed,
Councilman Hoke moved the meeting adjourned.

SINE DIE
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THE CUT OODNCH MET IN SESSION, WEDNESDAY, JOLT £, 1972 at 8100 P.M.
PRESENT WERE:

I

W.D. GIBSON, MAYOR; TOM MELTON, RECORDER} HUGO TIDQUIST, DR. R.V. ALLEN,

KEITH PRIDDI, VBRNON CASEBOLT, JAMES B. WHITE, PAUL HILL, THOMAS LILLY, CO UN OILMEN.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY THE HONORABLE MAYOR WILLIAM D. GIBSON.
THE MINUTE BOOK WITH THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING WAS PASSED TO THE NEW CITY COUNCILMEN,
IN ORDER TO BECOME INFORMED OF THE HAPPENINGS OF THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING. THE MINUTES
HAD BEEN APPROVED BEFOREHAND BY THS OUTGOING ADMINISTRATION. MAYOR GIBSON OFFERED TO MAKE
COPIES AVAILABLE TO ANYONE DESIRING.
A COPY OF THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION BY TOM BLASINODM AS ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE WAS PRESENTED
AND ACCEPTED BY THS MAYOR. Ml. BLASINGIM HAS ACCEPTED AN OPPORTUNITY OF BECOMIG A DETECTIVE
IN VIRGINIA.
SWORN IN AS ACTING POLICE CHIEF IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIVING IE. BLASINGIMS RESIGNATION WAS
LIEUTENANT MNA F. JOHNSTON WITH OVER TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE ON THE POLICE FORCE. THE
MAYOR REQUESTED APPROVAL OF COUNCIL TO CONFIRM THE APPOINTMENT OF DANA F. JOHNSTON AS

I

ACTING POLICE CHIEF, EFFECTIVE JULY, 1, 0972.
COUNCILMAN WHITE ASKED WHAT THE SAIARY WAS. HI. TOM MELTON, RECORDER, WAS ASKED TO BRING
IN THE RECORDS AND CONFIRM THE SALARY.

MR. 1BLTON REPLIED THERE WOULD BE $17*00 PER MONTH

DIFFERENCE IN THE PROMOTION FROM LIEUTENANT TO ACTMG POLICE CHIEF,
A MOTION WAS MADE BY VERNON GASEBOLT TO ACCEPT DANA F* JOHNSTON AS ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE.
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN TIDQUIST. ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.

MOTION CARRIED.

MAYOR GIBSON SAID IT HAD BEEN CUSTOMARY IN THE PAST FOR THE CITY RECORDER TO ACT AS TREASURER
AAT A SALARY OF $1.00 PER YEAR.

MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR A MOTION TO ACCEPT TOM MELTON,

RECORDER TO THIS APPOINTED POST.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT MADE THE MOTION AND IT WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN WHITE. THE MAYOR
NOTED THAT THE RECORDER AS WELL AS HIMSELF IS BONDED FOR $3500.00 COUNCILMAN CASEBOLTS
MOTION WAS VOTED UPON AND APPROVED.
MAYOR GIBSON NOTED THAT IN THE PAST, THE MAYOR HAD SERVED AS MUNICIPAL JUDGE. BUT THAT

I

HE WAS RELINQUISHING THAT POSITION AND ALL SALARY CONNECTED THERETO TO DENNIS R. VAUOHAN, JR

ATTORNEY, WHOM HE HAD SWORN IN TO FILL SAID POSITION.
COUNCILMAN PRIDDY ASKED IF IT WAS BY ORDINANCE THAT THE MAYOR HELD THE POSITION OF MUNICIPAL
JUDGE. MR. VAUGHAN SAID HE BELIEVED THE MAYOR FRESHED ONLY IF HE SO DESIRED.
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COUNCILMAN FRIDDI SAID IT MIQHT BE A PROBLEM IF IT IS BY ORDINANCE.

I

CHIEF JOHNSTON SAID

HE KNEW OF NO SUCH ORDINANCE. COUNCILMAN PRIDDY SAID HE WOUED BE OLAD TO SEE IT DONE BUT

WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT LEGAL.
W. VA. CODE AND CHECK IT OUT.

IT WAS DECIDED THAT HUGO TIDQUIST WOULD GET A COPY OF THE
MAYOR QIBSON SAID IF HE WERE OFF-BASE HE WOULD CHANGE IT.

COUNCILMAN WHITE ASKED WHERE MR. VAUGHAN LIVES, SAYING HE BELIEVED THERE WERE TOO MANY
OUTSIDERS. THE MAYOR REPLIED HE WAS FROM ST. ALBANS, BUT PRACTICED LAW WITH THE FIRM OF
WATT, KESSINQER, MCKITTRICK AND VAUGHAN, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 2602 FIRST AVENUE, NIT HO.
IT WAS DECIDED SINCE MUNICIPAL COURT IS TO BE HELD THIS COMINQ FRIDAY NIGHT, JULY 7,1972',
THAT THE MAYOR SHOULD HOLD COURT UNTIL IT'S

DECIDED WHETHER THE MAYOR ACTING AS MUNICIPAL

JUDGE IS BY CHOICE OR ORDINANCE.
MAYOR GIBSON WITHDREW HIS REQUEST TO APPOINT MR. VAUQHAN AND WILL ACT AS MUNICIPAL JUDGE
UNTIL LEGALLY DOCUMENTED.
AS CITY ATTORNEY, MATOR GIBSON SAID HE HAD SELECTED AND SWORN IN MR. JAMES KBSSINQER, FROM
THE LAW FIRM OF WATTS, KSSSINGER, MAKITTRICK, AND VAUQHAN, AND STATED THAT MR. KESSINQER IS

I

PRESENTLY CITY JUDGE TOR THE CITY OF ST. ALBANS,

MAYOR QIBSON ASKED FOR APffiDVAL OF MR.

KBSSINGER AS CITY ATTORNEY. COUNCILMAN LILLY ASKED IF THERE MIGHT BE A CONFLICT OF
INTEREST WITH JR. VAUGHAN ACTING AS MUNICIPAL JUDGE AND MR. KESSINQER ACTING AS CITY

ATTORNEY, BOTH BEING FROM THE SAME LAW FIRM. MR. VAUGHAN SAID HE COULD SEE NO CONFLICT. .
COUNCILMAN PRIDDY SAID HE COULD CONCEIVABLY SEE A CONFLICT, WITH BOTH BEING ON THE SAME
LAW FIRM. MR. VAUQHAN SAID THEIR LAW FIRM WOULD HAVE NO BUSINESS WITH THE CITY, SO HE
COULD SEE NO PROBLEM.
IT WAS RECOGNIZED THAT THE APPOINTMENT OF MR. VAUGHAN AS MUNICIPAL JUDGE HAD BEEN TABLED
TO RESOLVE LATER, TEAT THE QUESTION BOW WAS FOR THE CITY ATTORNEY POSITION.

COUNCILMAN ALLEN M3VSD SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN LILLY TO ACCEPT MR. KRSSINGER AS CITY ATTORNEY
UPON A TOTE THE MOTION

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. HIS APPOINTMENT IS RETROACTIVE JULY 1, 1972.

MAIDR GIBSON THEN INTRODUCED THE NEW ADMINISTRATION.

I

MAYOR GIBSON REQUESTED RETORT ON WATERLINE INSTALLATION.

00UN OILMAN TIDQUIST RWORTED

THAT SECOND AVENUE REPAYING WAS SUPPOSED TO BE IN JUNE, BUT WAS NOT.
COULD BE DUE TO THE RAIN.

SOME OF THE DELAY

IT HAD BEEN RECOMMENDED THE SIDEWALK AND CURBING BE COMPLETED

BEFORE BLACKTOP PUT ON. REPAIRS ARE NEEDED ALL ALONG SECOND AVENUE.

COUNCILMAN TIDQUIST
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SAID IT HAD BED! DECIDED AT THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING TO BRING THIS NEED OF REPAIR TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE CONTRACTORS, BUT DID NOT KNOW IF THIS HAD BEEN DONE. MAIOH GIBSON SAID HE
WDULD BRING THIS MATTER TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CITY ENGINEER.
COUNCILMAN TIDQUIST SAID HE HAD BEEN CALLED BY RESIDENTS OF FORTY-FIRST STREET ABOUT THE

I

PAVING OF THE INTERSECTION OF SECOND AVENUE AND FORTY-FIRST STREET. WHEN PAVING IjlstSTRBET
THE PAVING CREW APPARENTLY PAVED ON ACROSS SECOND AVENUE AND THE PROPERTY OWNERS ARE BEING
ASSESED TWICE. THE PROPERTY OWNERS CONTACTING COUNCILMAN TIDQUIST WERE MR. JDS THOMAS AND
MR. JAMES FRAZIER.

THE MAYOR SAID HE WOULD HAVE THE CITY ENGINEER LOOK INTO THE SITUATION

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR A TRAFFIC REPORT.
A STUDY.

COUNCILMAN ALLEN REQUESTED ONE MORE WEEK TO COMPLETE

ALLEN SAID ELEVEN OUT OF FOURTEEN RESIDENTS SIGNED A PETIT ION TO MAKE Ulat STREET ONE-

WAY, AND THAT THESE IS REALLY ONLY ROOM R)R ONE-WAY TRAFFIC.
MAYOR GIBSON SAID HE HAD RECEIVED COMPLAINTS ABOUT SECOND AVNUE TRAFFIC BELOW 31et STREET BEING
TOO FAST, ESPECIALLY AROUND 36th STREET, AND SAID THERE HAD BEEN A .COUPLE OF ACCIDENTS IN THE
BAD CURVES. A THREE WAY STOP SIGN AT 36th STREET AND 2nd AVENUE WAS SUGGESTED. THE TRAFFIC
COMMITTEE WILL LOOK INTO

IT.

I

MATOR GIBSON PASSED OUT HIS PROPOSED COMMITTEES WITH THB UNDERSTANDING THAT THE APPOINTMENTS
DID NOT HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY COUNCIL.
MAYOR GIBSON STATED THAT APPOINTMENTS COULD BE WITHDRAWN AND SUBSTITUTED IF DESIRED.
MAYOR GIBSON STATED THAT HERETOFORE MINUTES OF THE PAST MEETINGS HAD BEEN PASSED OUT IMMEDIATELY
PRIOR TO COUNCIL MEETINGS, AND IN THE FURUTS INTENDS TO WORK DILIGENTLY AT SENDING TO THE
CD UN OILMEN, THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING ALONG WITH THE AGENDA FOR THE UP COMING MEETING
IN TIME TO BE STUDIED IN ORDER TO BE BETTER PREPARED FOR THE MEET EC.
VOTING MACHINES, COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT SAID FOR THE PAST SIXTEEN YEARS THE CITY HAD BEEN APPROACHED
TO USE VOTING MACHINES.
EXPENSIVE ...,

HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN LOTS OF EXCUSES SUCH AS NONE AVAILABLE...., 100

NOT LEGAL BECAUSE THE CITY IS IN TWD COUNTIES.

COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT SAID THESE ARE

NOT EXCUSES, AND PROPOSED VOTING MACHINES TO BE USED IN ALL PRECIENTS WITH EQUAL REPRESENTATION]
AT THE POLES FROM EACH SIDE. HE SAID THERE IS A LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND
NO REVISION OF ORDINANCE IS NEEDED.

COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT SAID HE BELIEVES ALL CANDIDATES

SHOULD HAVE A SAY IN WHO WORKS IN THE ELECTIONS.

I
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COUNCILMAN LILLY SUGGESTED THAT COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT MAKE TWO SEPARATE PROPOSALS IN ORDER

I

TO AVOID FUTURE COMPLICATIONS THAT GOULD ARISE FROM COMBINING THE TWO.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT MADE A MOTION TO USE VOTING MACHINES IN ALL CITI ELECTIONS.

COUNCILMAN

ALLEN SECONDED.
COUNCILMAN PRLDDI ASKED THE COST FACTOR.

CASEBOLT SAID IT WJULD BE LESS, BECAUSE THERE

WOULD BE A NEED FOR ONLY HALF AS MANY WORKERS.
THE MAYOR ASKED FOR A VOTE ON THE MOTION MADS BY COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT.

ALL APPROVED. THE

MDT3DN CARRIED.
V

EMERGENCY BULLETIN #1, BROOKHAVEN, DATED JUNE 28, 1972 AND UNSIGNED WAS PRESEHTED BY MAYOR
GIBSON AND READ BY SHARON PENNINGTON, SECRETARY» (attached)
COUNCILMAN WHITE VOUCHED THE LETTER WAS CIRCULATED THROUGHOUT BROOKHAVEN. MAYOR GIBSON
ASKEB IF QOJOEmMAN WHITE BEING FROM BROOKHAVEN WOULD CHAIR A COMMITTEE ALONG WITH OTHER
CITIZENS FROM THROUGHOUT NITRO. POLICE CHIEF JOHNSTON STATED THE PROBLEM IS NOT AN ISOLATED
ONE, BUT IS THROUGHOUT NITRO. JOHNSTON SAID HE HAD A LONG DISCUSSION WITH LOUIS MARINO AND

I

TOM HARTLEY RESIDENTS FROM BROOKHAVEN, AND BELIEVES WITH THE COOPERATION OF CITY, HIS POLICE
DEPARTMENT WILL BE ABLE TO BREAK-UP THE PROBLEM, WITHOUT THE HELP OF A COMMITTEE, AND ASKED
THAT HIS DEPARTMENT BE GIVEN A CHANCE AT LEAST UNTIL NEXT COUNCIL MEETING. HE WAS PERMITTED
THE OPPORTUNITY.

IN REFERENCE TO LOUD MOTORCYCLES, CHIEF JOHNSTON SAID THERE IS AN ORDINANCE

AGAINST LOUD AND EXCESSIVE NOISE, BUT WAT IS CONSIDERED LOUD AND EXCESSIVE HAS 13 BE
LEFT UP TO THE DEGRESSION OF THE POLICE OFFICER.
COUNCILMAN LILLY ASKED IF ANYTHING WOULD BE MADS AVAILABLE IN REFERENCE TO AN ORDINANCE.
, MAYOR GIBSON STATED THAT HE WAS NOT BROUGHT IN BY THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION AND SHOWN
ABOUND, AND HASN'T HAD TIME TO READ THE ORDINANCE.
P
•

CHIEF JOHNSTON SUGGESTED THE ORDINANCE BE BROUGHT UP TO DATS AND A COPY MADE AVAILABLE
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

COUNCILMAN LILLY SUGGESTED HAVING ATTORNEYS TO UP-DATE ORDINANCE.

MAYOR GIBSON ANNOUNCED ANYTHING IN CITY HALL WILL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. SAID THERE

I

WOULD BE NO MILITARY SECRETS ABOUT THE CITY OF NTTRO, AND EVERYONE WOULD BE WELCOME.

COUNCILMAN WHITE SAID THERE ARE SERIOUS DRAINAGE PROBLEMS IN BROOKHAVEN, THAT THE PAST

ADMINISTRATION DIDN'T ADDRESS PROPERLY.

BUT, NOW THERE IS A NEW PROBLEM WITH STORM SEWERS

AND ASKED HHATOBLIGATION THE CITY OF NITRO HAD TO THAT PROBLEM.
"" i"• «m/iT»m» o-nnjtarto ints irnanmifTOA

THE QUESTIONS AROUSE IF
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IT HAS DECIDED THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM IS TO UNSTOP STORM SEWERS IN BROOKHAVBN. THE PROBLEM
WILL B E TURNED OVER TO THE CITT ENGINEER.

I

THE MAYOR HAS NOT YET APPOINTED A NEW CITT ENGINEER DUE TO THE FACT THAT HE HAD DONE CONSIDERABLE SEARCHING TO FIND OUT IF JESS GANDEE HAD RESIGNS), OR INTENDED TO. MAIOR
GIBSON SAID HE WOULD SEND OUT SOMEONE FROM THE CITY SANITARY BOARD IF AT ALL POSSIBLE
BEFORE THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.
MAIOR GIBSON READ A LETTER THAT HE HAD SENT TO MR. KELLY CASTLEBERRI DECLINING AN
INVITATION TO AN IMPORTANT MEETING AT THE KANAWflA QDUNTI COURT HOUSE WITH REGARDS TO
THE REGIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL. THE MEETING WAS SCHEDULED FOR THIS NIGHT OF
COUNCIL MEETING. MAIOR GIBSON EXPLAINED WAT THE MEETING WAS TO INCLUDE AS HE UNDERSTOOD IT.

THE FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS ARE WORKING ON DISPOSING OF WASTE.

«

CHARLESTON

HURRICANE, ST. ALBANS AND DUNVAR AND NZTBO WOULD DUMP ALL OF THEIR WASTE INTO ONE CENTRAL
LOCATION, POSSIBLY ON A BARGE, AND PERHAPS SHIP IT TO CHARLESTON WHERE IT WOULD BE PUT
INTO A VERY HOT FURNACE, THE END RESULT W)ULD BE A GAS FORMING FROM THIS WASTE WHICH
COULD BE SOLF FOR FURTHER USE.
COUNCILMAN ALLEN SAID THE CITI HAD ALREADY COMMITTED ITSELF WITH DUNBAR, AND ST. ALBANS

I

ON A LANDFILL AT TILER MOUNTAIN AND THOUGHT WE FIRST SHOULD FOLLOW THROUGH WITH THAT
PLAN BEFORE JUMPING INTO ANOTHER.
MAYOR GIBSON COMMENTED THAT UPON THE RECENT TOUR THE CITI COUNCILMBN TOOK WITH HIM
TO EXAMINE THE CITY LANDFILLS, ETC., THEY POUND THE ROAD TO THE PRESENT DUMPING AREA
IN SXTREMSLI BAD CONDITION. THE TRUCKS ARE DRAGGING AND CAUSING A LOT OF DAMAGE
TOICH IN TURN KEEPS TRUCKS IN MAINTENANCE, CAUSING DELAYS IN SERVICE THAT THE CITIZENS
ARE PAYING FOR AND SHOULD RECEIVE. THE MAIOR SUGGESTED THE HDAD SHOULD BE UP GRADED
AND HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH A LOCAL FIRM WHICH HAS B RESIDUE THAT WOULD BE USED TO
REPAIR ROADS, THAT THE? ARE WILLING TO SUPPLY AND LOAD ONTO OUR TRUCKS AT ID CD ST TO
THE CITI.
MAIOR GIBSON SAID HE KNEW WHERE HE COULD HIRE A TRUCK AND DRIVER AT $$0.00 PER DAI, AND
A BULLDIZBR IS AVAILABLE AT THE SIGHT TO SPREAD THE RESIDUE. THE MAYOR ASKED FOR APPBOSAL.
SAID HE COULD SEE NO CHOICE BUT TO UP-GRADE THE ROAD.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT ASKED TO SEE A COPY OF THE BUDGET. CASEBOLT SAID HE FELT BEFORE
SPENGDDJG MDNEY ON THAT DUMPING AREA, THE CITY SHOULD FIRST TAKE CARE OF THE DUMP IN

I
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THE RESIDENTIAL AREA IN THE EAST END, BECAUSE IT IS UNSIGHTLY AND SHELLS.

COUNCILMAN

CA3BBOLT ASKED IF AN TONE KNEW WHY THE W)RK HAD BEEN STOPPED ON SAID DUMP.

I

COUNCILMAN LILLY ASKED THE STATE OF THE DUMP TRUCKS AND IF THERE WAS A PREVEN1ATIVB

MAINTENANCE SCHEDUEB. THERE IS APPARENTLY NO PREVENTAT IVE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE, THEY
JUST REPAIR THEM AS THEY BREAK DOWN.
MAJOR OIBSON ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TOUGH WITH CAPT. RONALD WILSON WITH COMPANY "D"
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF ST. ALBANS AND THEY ARE AVAILABLE TO DONATE TRUCKS AND DRIVERS TO
HAVE A CITY-WIDE CLEAN-UP. COUNCILMAN HILL MADS A MOTION THAT ARRANGEMENTS BE MADS TO
HIRE THE TWO TRUCKS AND DRHERS TO HAUL THE RESIDUE TO REPAIR THE ROAD TO THE DUMP IN
AN EFFORT TO PREPARE FOR THE CITY-WIDE CLEAN-UP.

COUNCILMAN LILLY SECONDED THE MOTION.

TOM MELTON SUGGESTED A MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DAYS TO BE SET TO COMPLETE THE JOB, LIKE TO OR
THREE DAYS.

COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT QUESTIONED HOW MANY LOADS PER DAY COULD BE DUMPED AND

SPREAD.
MAIOR GIBSON ASKED FOR A VOTE ON THE MDTION MADE BY (DUNOILMAN HILL. UPON A VOTE THE

I

MOTION CARRIED.
COUNCILMAN T3DQUIST SUGGESTED THE MAYOR DISCUSS THIS VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP WITH CITY
EMPLOYEES, AND ASK THEIR APPROVAL OF SUCH A PROJECT, AND LET THEM WORK ON SAID DAY ALSO.
MAYOR GIBSON REPLIED HE WOULD HOLD A MEETING WITH CITY EMPLOYEES AND WITH TfiBB APPROVAL
WOULD CONTACT CAPT. WILSON AND SCHEDULE THE CLEAN-UP TO BEGIN AT 9:00 SATURDAY, JULY 8,
THE MAYOR SAID HE WOULD HAVE TO ASK FOR CITIZENS TO VOLUNTEER TO LOAD TRASH.

1972.

COUNCILMAN

LILLY SAID HE WOULD BE HAPPY TO LOAD HIS, AND ANY OR ALL OF HISNEIGHBORS, JUST TO CLEANUP THE CITY.
TOM MELTON, RECORDER, WAS ASKED BY MAYOR GIBSON TO READ A LETIER FROM THE JUNIOR DEPT .
OF THE TOMANS CLUB OF NURO, ASKING FOR A PROCLAIMAT3DN TO MAKE THE WEEK OF JULY 10th
JUNIOR WOMANS CLUB WEEK. MAYOR GIBSON MADE THE PROCLAMATION AND OFFERED TO COOPERATE
WITH THE WDMANS CLUB IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE.

I

MAYOR GIBSON ASKED IF IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE CITY EMPLOYEES OR OTHER PERSONS TO
PAINT AND FIX THE MAYORS OFFICE TO MAKE IT PRESENTABLE. COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT SAID IN HIS

TOUR OF THE CITY BUILDING THERE WERE ONLY TWO ROOMS THAT WERE PRESENTABLE, THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER AND POLICE ROOM, AND SUGGESTED THE MAYORS OFFICE BE NOT JUST PAINTED, BUT PANELED
T/YUffB12TI
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COUNCILMAN ALLEN SAID MONEY WAS ALLOCATED IN THE BUDGET FOB RENOVATION OF THE CITY BUILDING.
COUNCILMAN CASSBOLT ASKED IF JN1DNE KNEW OF A CITY EMPLOYES WHO WAS QUALIFIED TO BO THE
JOB.
ALLEN ASKED TOM MELTON TO GET A COPY OF THE BUDGET Hi ORDER TO SEE JUST HOW MUCH MONEY WAS

I

AVAILABLE. THE BUDGET ALLOCATED $21*00.00 TOR JAIL AND CITY BUILDING RENOVATIONS.
LILLY MADE A MOTION THAT CASEBOLT INVESTIGATE ON BIDS FOR RENOVATIONS AND REPORT BACK.
COUNCILMAN ALLEN SECONDED. NO MORE DISCUSSION, MOTION CARRIED.
TOM MELTON REFERRED TO A LETTER HE WAS SENDING MR. BILL ALLEN IN REGARD TO A TELEPHONE
INCREASE RATS WHICH THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION HAD CANCELLED, IN PART.
COMPANY SAID THEY WOULD REFUND THE CITIZENS OF NlffiO.

THE TELEPHONE

THERE BEING CONFUSION CONCERNING THE

PUBLIC UTILITY TAX, COUNCILMAN ALLEN SUGGESTED IT BE TABLED UNTIL MORE INFORMATION GOULD
BE MADE AVAILABLE.
MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WITH THE NEW CITY ATTORNEY, MR. JAMES KEBSINGER
BEFORE ADJOURNMENT.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT ASKED WHEN THE COUNCIL GOULD BRING UP PERSONAL PROBLEMS OF THE PEOPLE,
SUCH AS A FALLEN SEWER LINE IN HIS WARD THAT LEFT A HOLS BIG ENOUGH FOR A SMALL CHILD TO

I

FALL INTO. MAYOR GIBSON REPLIED AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
COUNCILMAN HILL ASKED FOR A DISCUSSION OF A TWO PARTY SYSTEM.

COUNCILMAN ALLEN ASKED THE".

COUNCIL FIRST TO ACQUIRE A W. VA. CODE AND SEE WHAT WOULD BE INVOLVED, AND THEN PRESENT
IT TO COUNCIL.
OF GOVERNMENT.

COUNCILMAN LILLY STATED IT WOULD BE COMPLETELY (HANGING OUR PRESENT FORM
COUNCILMAN TIDQUIST REQUESTED A STUDY BE MADE TO SEE WHAT WOULD BE INVOLVED.

COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT SUGGESTED MAKING COUNCILMAN HILL CHAIRMAN OF A CHARTER COMMITTEE. THE
CITY ATTORNEY, MR. KESSINGSR, STATED IT WAS QUITS INVOLVED AND DIFFICULT. MR. KESSINGER
SAID THERE WAS A CODE IN HIS OFFICE WHICH HE WOULD MAKE AVAILABLE FOR LOAD ANYTIME.
COUNCILMAN WHITE MADS A MOTION THAT A STUDY BE MADE CONCERN ING CHANGING THE CHI GOVERNMENT
TO A TWO-PARTY SYSTEM AND THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT. THE VOTE WAS
UNANIMOUS AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE REGULAR SESSION 0F

COUNCIL,

MR. JAMES KESSINGER, CITY ATTORNEY, MAYOR GIBSON, THE RECORDER AND ALL CO UN OILMEN WERE
*••

PRESENT.

I
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I

DORINQ THE E2EGDTIVE SESSION, OOUNGHHAN CASEBOLT MOVED ADD OOIWCILMAN LILU SECONDED

THE MOTION TO APBDINT MR. JIM CRBWDSON AS MDHICIPAL JUDGE. UPON A VOTE THE MOTION
CARRIED.

MEETING ADJOURNED.
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SPECIAL SESSION - COUNCIL MEETING, JULY 12, 1972 - 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT WERE: William D. Gibson} Mayor, Ton Melton} Recorder, Vernon Casebolt,
Paul Hill, Tea Lilly, Hugo Tidquiet, James White; councilaen.

I

Others Present: Mr* Ben Howatt and Mr. Mike Russell.
The meeting was called to order and conducted into Special Session by Mayor Gibson
The order of business waa to ask the council to consider endorsing the Resolution concerning the West Virginia Regional Reaource Recovery Center.
Mr. Ben Howatt, who ia an expert on gasification, gore a coaplete description of
the proposed disposal of solid waste material by recycling it into gas, after it has
been collected from the Recovery Centers in the Charleston Area.
It was the consensus of opinion of the Council that this type of solid waste
disposal would save the City of Nitro money as compered to the existing neons. Land
is getting scarce for landfills and the Resource Recovery Centers would be more sanitary.
Mr* James B. White made a motion, seconded by Hugo Tidmnist, that the council ask
Mayor Ottbson to sign the Resolution for the West Virginia Regional Resource Recovery
Center. There beingno further questions, the Council carried the motion unanimously.
(A copy of the Resolution is attached.)
Motion was then made by Thomas Lilly, and duly seconded by Vernon Casebolt, that
the meeting be adjourned.
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Special Session - CITY COUNCIL MEETING - July 12, 1972, 6-.-00 p.m.

J

William D. Gibson; Mayor, Tern Melton; Recorder,
PRESENT WERE: Dr. R. V. Allen, Vernon Casebslt, Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, Huge Tidquist,
James B. White j Csuncilemen.
OTHERS PRESENT: Mr. Ted Burns, Project Engineer and Mr. Dixie Shreve,
The Meeting was called to order and declared to be in sessisn by Mayor Gibson* The
'order of business was that 3f making Mayor Gibson the Contracting Officer for the Blakes
Creek-Armour Creek Watershed.

t
Discussion took place concerning how the project was funded, and if money was ini
the current budget. The Mayer informed the Council that the Government paid approximately
80 percent, and Nitre was responsible far approximately 20 per cent of the money for the
watershed project.
The questisn was alss raised, by Councilman White, as to whether or nst Nitro was
in any serisus financial difficulty at this tine. The answer was ne at this psint.
Motion was made by Vernen Casebolt that council appoint May®r Gibson as Contracting
Officer of the Blakes Creek-Armour Creek Watershed. There being ne questions on this
motion, it was seconded by Dr. R. V. Allen. A vste was taken by raising their right
hand for affirmative. The matisn was carried unaminsusly.

I

Money for funding the watcrfehed was again brought up by Councilman White. It was
pointed sut, by Dr<2 Allen, that plant donations were in turn for palice and other special
services from Nitrs which amsunted to $28,000,00 annually^ Council was told that the
City of Nitre recently received an advance of $£6, 000. 00 which was not really a donation
frsm the plants, but actually revenue in advance. Instead of getting $28,000. from the
plants annually, the City of Nitro will receive $18,000.00 annually for the next few years
due to the advancement for the watershed project.
Question was again raised as to whether or net Nitro had the approximate six thousand
five hundred ($6,500.00) Dollars to meet the also informed by Dr.Allen that this money
must be paid almost immediately or otherwise the city could be faced with a late payment
penalty.

Gibsan suggested that Mr. Hoffman, the Contractor for the watershed, take the
Council en a tour at the shed site and explain in detail what has been done on the project,
Mr. Hoffman! is willing to meet with the Council at any time.
V *•
Dr. Allen mentioned the fact that Mr. Ted Burns and—Mr. Shreve told him more tonight
-, /than he had been tsld in four (U)years. Mr. Burns is very cooperative and is not a spokesman for anyone. He is only operating in the capacity of Project Engineer. He said Bill
Gibsen has it all in his hands.
Aside from the watershed meeting Mr. James White asked if there csuld be an expense
sheet projection made up so it would be known what to expect from month to month. This
would be especially helpful since the receipts vary from time to time.

I

Mayor Gibsen felt this was a good thinp to do and was in favor of this projected
expense sheet.
There was no further busi n-ss on this item far Special Session the meeting was moved
adjourned by Dr. Allen, and duly secended by Mr. Jamps White.

MAYOR
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July Ig, 1972

The City Council met in regular session, Tuesday, July 18, 1972 at 8:00 p.m.
Those present were: W. D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, LRecorderj Hugo Tidquist ; Dr. R.V.
Allen; Keith Priddy; Vernon Casebolt; James B. White; and Paul Hill.

1

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson, Mayor, at 8tOO p.m.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the last meeting.
Councilman priddy made a motion that the minutes be approved and the motion was seconded by •
Casebolt, voted upon and carried.
The Mayor stated that each Councilman had a copy of two sets of minutes, .one being the '
special Session of July 12, 1972 called at 6:00 p.m. This meeting, he added, councerned the
Armour Greek Watershed. He asked if each Councilman had had a chance to review these, then
asked if there were any corrections. Councilman Priddy asked if there was a completion date
and the Mayor replied that it should be within about U5 days if we have good weather. These
minutes were also approved by unanimous vote.
The Mayor then brought to the attention of the Council the minutes of the Speioal Session,
of July 12, 1972 called at 7:00 pat., concerning the gasification project. The Mayor asked
if there were any questions concerning these minutes. There were none and these minutes were
unanimously approved.
The Mayor stated that there was nothing new to report on the waterline Installation and
that he is working closely with Mr. Qandee. Councilman Tidquist suggested that this installation should be completed before school starts to avoid traffic problems. Councilman Allen
recommended that the Mayor contact Preston Carroll to get an answer on this right away. The
Mayor replied that he will have a detailed report and, hopefully, will have this matter
taken care of as soon as possible.

I

The Mayor asked for a report on traffic problems from Councilman Allen on 2Uth, 2|th,
26th, and 27th Streets, Councilman Allen stated that the best thing to do is to delay this
until the paving is completed. Also, he cemented that is is very difficult to get out at
2Uth Street. He added that the members of the Traffic Committee should look at this problem
as well as the Chief and make a report. He further stated that with parking on both sides
of the street, there is not sufficient room for two cars to pass.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to table this problem until the Chief and the Committee have a chance to investigate this and get a report back. The motion was seconded by
Councilman White and unanimously carried.
Responding to a request from the Mayor for a report on Ulst Street, Dr. Allen said that
he had received a petition from Ulst Street that from 1st Avenue to 2nd Avenue be made one- \.
that first the City enforce the present law stating that no heavy trucks be allowed on Ulst
Street.
The Mayor asked the Committee to check this situation and he would contact Mr. Qandee
and have him check this out and, in the meantime, it would be left on the Agenda as an
open item.
The Mayor stated that the intersection of 36th Street and 2nd avenue is to be handled
in the same way.
The Mayor said that Councilman Tidquist had been removed, at his own request, from
some of the conmittees; therefore, the Mayor distributed revised copies of the Committee
Lists, (attached)

I

ootr

I

The Mayor introduced Mr. William Allen from the C & P Telephone Company* Mr. "WJ
Allen explained that the C & P must refund part of a utility i?x passed on to the
customer, which had not been approved. The Telephone Company, he explained, is
without authority to make this refund directly to the customer. Mr. Allen asked the
council for this authority. Councilman White asked how much money was involved.
Mr. Allen stated that for a private line it was $8.90 and now it is $8.55 or a reduction £35>4* The fhone Company is required to refund 2 % of the 35l which mounts
to .0071 ~ which will amount to 8# refund on a private line. He stated that the
Phone Company will refund it all in one month, August.
Councilman White made a motion that the C & P be given the authority and Councilman Allen seconded it. The motion was unanimously carried.
The Mayor asked Councilman Casebolt for a report on the trash pickup. Councilman
Casebolt thanked Mr. Blake and his staff of the Kanawha Valley Leader for their fine
editorial. He, also, thanked the Daily Mail and Gazette for their coverage, stateing
that the National Guard helped and deserved the publicity. He added thanks to the
many citisens who helped with this pickup on Saturday and Sunday morning.
The Mayor extended his personal thanks to all the newsaaedia, the National
Guard, the citizens and everyone connected with this pickup. Councilman Casebolt
stated that they had picked up 17U five-ton truckloads, thereby saving the City
approximately $2,000.00 by this effort.
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Regarding Emergency Bulletiin #1 Brookhavm, Councilman White reported that for
the past two weeks, he had been talking with people in Brookhaven and that certainly
Brookhaven is a nice place to live and is not deserving of the nasty remarks made
in the Baergency Bulletin. He stated that there has been one police call in the last
week. Councilman White expresse d hope that the Gazette would give a little coverage
and let people know that Brookhaven is a good community without having any really
serious problems. He added that any bad publicity that the police received was unjustified. Lieutenant Johnston added that the Bulletin was blown out of proportion
and that the few gripes that were real had been taken care of and the situation is
clearing up quite rapidly. The Mayor asked Councilman White about the storm sewers
in Brookhaven being cleaned out. Councilman White replied that there were, indeed,
a lot of happy people because of the recent efforts on the part of the City.
Under New Business, the Mayor introduced two speakers who would speak on Secondary
Sewage Treatment.k They were Mr. Robert Hayne and Mr. Robert Anderson. Mr. Anderson,
Engineer for the Sanitary Board, spoke first. He stated that in recent years, there
has been a notification by the Federal Government for all of test Virginia to build
sewage treatment plants or extend facilities to secondary treatment to a point of 91
percent perfection. Nitro did not answer these requests and finally was told it would
receive a citation from the Federal Government, and there was even some talk of an
injunction. He added that a Federal Government representative cane in recently and
had a conference with the former Mayor Alexander and they decided. that if Nitro would
proceed this would be held in abeyance.
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He further stated that we have made application to the Economic Pollution
Control Administration in Philadelphia who will make a grant of 33$ on some portions
of the sewer system and the secondary treatment. There is another Federal organization
in Pittsburgh that will make additional grants and under recent legislation by the
State of West Virginia it states they will make grants...the total grant might be as
much as 80 or 8££. Some sewer extensions Nitro may have to make Itself.
Mr. Anderson stated that all of the information has been sent into Philadelphia.
We should be getting notice soon from EPA as to what sections they will participate
in.

336Mr. Anderson had maps showing to what extent EPA would participate.

Former Mayor
Alexander was to have delivered papers and copies of these maps to the City Recorder.
Tom melton, City Recorder, confirmed that these papers were in the safe.
Mr. Anderson added that EPA limits its participation to interceptor sewers.
Also, he pointed out that both agencies, HUD and EPA will not participate in pump
stations, at the same time.
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Mr. Anderson further stated that construction is to begin August 15, 1973*
Something is to be considered, however, which they have refused to consider,
and that is the time it takes to get in and out of the Public service Commission.
A study must be made to decide how much increase in rates is needed, etc. Currently,
it takes about eight months to get in and out of FSC. The sewers have yet to be
designed..only the preliminary drawings have been made. There may be small extensions
that Nitro wants to make.
Me. Anderson explained that Nitro must maintain outstanding payments on its
bonds. The Sinking Fund Commission, as of the last U8 hours says that Nitro is
very healthy as far as bonds are concerned...allobligations are being met. We
could get our application into the Sinking Fund oifcinto the PSC by July 30.
Mr. Anderson further explained that HUD will participate in a sis-house sewage
system...EPA will not.
The Mayor asked for the date of application to EPA and date of corrected application. Mr. Anderson answered that the original was dated February 15, 1972 and
supplementary information was sent in June, 1972. He stated that we haven't applied
to HUD yet because we won't know what to apply for with HUD intil we have finalized
with EPA. EPA has guaranteed us that the grant will be forthcoming. Mr. Anderson
read a letter from MLss Joseph verifying this. She is the Federal Representative
who had recently talked with the former Mayor Alexander.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that some Nitro Park residents wanted to know if
there wa^ rny posslblity of connecting onto this service. Mr. Anderson answered
that it is sometimes unwise to go outside the city limits because you must draw the
line somewhere.'< On the other hand, he said Nitro could go into an agreement on this
if there were only a few houses and it would not get out of hand.
The Mayor asked Mr. Hayne to discuss the Industrial Park sanitary needs. Mr.
Hayne stated that it is better to design the sanitary needs of Industrial Park to
connect with the City of Nitro system. Mr. Hayne informed the group that Alexander
in a letter to Angus Peyton in November, had stated that Nitro would accept sewage
from the Industrial Park. Mr. Hayne has just submitted to the Attorney to submit
to Nitro City Council and the Sanitary Board for the formal connection of sewer and
application of rates, etc. to permit this to transpire in a legal point of view.
Dunbar is an example of a municipality agreeing to treat outside sewage.
Mr. Hayne stated that the Industrial Park will go through the celling property
to connect with the Nitro sewer system. The Putnam County Development Authority is the
only entity with which Nitro will be involved, he pointed out.

A Petition is being circulated to form a Public Service District in Putnam County.
They would install their own sewage treatment plant. They would insist that it tie
into Nitro, again just as in Dunbar. Mr. Hayne, at this point, said he would recommend this. The benefits he stated would be to Nitro, as Nitro would treat their
sewage and charge a fee for doing so. If the sewer will be overloaded in view of
these anticipated additions, it would be proper now for Mr. Anderson to adjust this
in his plans.

I
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Only domestic wastes will be received into the Nitro sewage system from the
Industrial Park in accordance with regulations. Mr* Anderson, in answer to the
Mayor's question, said that no industrial wastes whatsoever are supposed to be
going into the Nitro Sewage Treatment Plant, and tests should be made to determine
if this is, indeed, a fact.
Mr. Anderson explained that the primary sewer system has a capacity of 10,000
and the secsondary will be for 12,500.
Mr. Anderson added that the plant was in pretty poor shape operation-wise the
last time he visited.
Th'e Mayor said that he understood there is more money after this application
is Approved, then through HUD with a new application, then the Governor or State
of West Virginia has approximately three million dollars set aside. Mr. Hayne said
he talked with Chuck Steele, the Governor's Administrative Assistant, and that Steele
would be in Philadelphia on Thursday to iron out procedures to meet moneys put up
by EPA. Normally, the basic grant from EPA is 33 %, if the State puts up 2$% of
the cost, then EPA will put up an additional 2$%, thus, making 8o£ approximately.
Mr. Hayne said that he told Mr. Steele that Nitro is of the highest priority...
2$% finding from the State should be in line. The application has been filed with
the Regional Council, and Federal-State Relations has approved the Nitro project.
Preliminary discussions should be taking place with HUD.
The Mayor thanked Mr. Hayne and Mr. Anderson for doing such an outstanding
job in explaining this project.
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The Mayor explained that we are operating our Police Department without a
Captain, with one Lieutenant, Mr. Dana Johnston; one Sergeant, Mr. Paul McCoy, and
a patrolman who has met all necessary qualifications to be Sergeant, Mr. Kenneth
Webb. The Police Civil Service has requested that we promote Johnston to X</aptain,
McCoy to Lieutenant and Webb to Sergeant.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to promote these men, Councilman Priddy
seconded the motion.
However, at this point, Councilman Hill asked that this be tabled for the
tlmebeing. Some discussion followed with Councilman Hill explaining that he was
not objecting to the promotions but rather to the manner in which this was handled.
Tge Mayor called for a vote and all voted in favor except Councilman Hill,
who abstained.
Councilman Priddy mentioned that at the Dairy Queen at 36th Street there had
been a gathering of teenagers and a lot of bad language was being used. IdeutenaM
Johnston responded that he had received no complaints from citizens. Councilman
Priddy said he had suggested this to some of the people who had complained to him.
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Councilman Casebolt said the Fire Department had asked him to present the
following names to the council for approval of these genttaen to serve as volunteer
firemen t Frank Grover, David Means, Robert Melton, Harvey Collins, Bob Rigginbottom,
Cecil Lemma, Herbert Smith, James Fred Sampson, and Dewey King. Councilman Allen
made a motion that the Council approve these men and the motion was seconded and all
voted inffavor, except Tom Melton, Recorder, who abstained due to a relative being
on the list.
Councilman Tidquist asked the members of the Council to visit the swimming pool
either collectively or individually, and observe the conditions there.
The Mayor said that he had been approached by a Nitro businessman regarding the
two hour parking, which has not been enforced.
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Lieutenant Johnston agreed with the Mayor, that after proper notification to the
pnllic, this two-hour parking would be enforced.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to propose an ordinance that
would cost the residents of Nitro $£ per load to have roofing or remodeling debris
picked up or let then come in and get a permit and haul it themselves.
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Councilman Priddy suggested that perhaps this would be incorporated into the
Building Permit which is required for remodeling.
After some discussion, it was agreed that the books would be checked to see
what the present ordinance is with regard to a $£.00 service fee. Mr. Kessinger is
going to check on this.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to open the Main Street dump on Saturday
mornin gs from 8:CC a.a. to 12:00 noon, to all citizens of Nitro with a city
«mployee present at all times to supervise. Councilman White seconded the motion
and it was unanimously carried.
A Hillside Drive resident, Mr. Harry Anthony Hechesky, brought a complaint
to the attention of the council. He informed the Council that he is a member of the
Hillside Drive Honeowners Improvement Association, and that further they have hired
a lawyer to correct the littering problem wHich has developed after the property
between First Avenue and Hillside Drive was sold to businesses. He complained that
some of these businesses have piled trash in back of the building thereby dropping
drestically the value of Hillside Drive homes.
The Council asked the City attorney, Mr. Kessinger, to check into this matter
and report back.
Councilman Allen made a motion to adjourn, it was seconded by Councilman Case"
bolt. The meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m.
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August 1, 1972
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The regular session of the Nitro City Council Meeting was called to order on

August 1, 1972 at 8:00 P. M. by Mayor ¥. D. Gibson.
Those present were: W« D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Hugo Tidquist;
Keith Priddy; Vernon Casebolt; James B. White; Paul Hill; and Thomas B. Lilly.
The Mayor asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. There were none.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes be approved, and Councilman White
seconded the motion, which unanimously carried.
Regarding the waterline installation and paving, the Mayor informed the Council
that he had talked with Robert Dawson of the West Virginia Water Company and, also,
the Superintendent of the West Virginia Paving Company, Mr. Billy Mayse. Both of
these men told the Mayor they would proceed with the recapping of Second Avenue, in
the near future.
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Mr. Mayse said that they would prefer to put a test on this line

around the vicinity of the Moose Club first, then they could be relazed about going
ahead and putting the final cap on it. The Mayor emphasized to both of these men
that school is starting very soon and they understood this and stated that they would
make every effort to get this work done. They also informed the Mayor that they will
go over the curbs and do the job right, then do the

capping.

Councilman Tidquist stated that he thought they should be doing the repair work
right now in order to get this paving completed before school starts.
Councilman White asked the Mayor if he felt these men were really sincere in
stating that they would get this work done. The Mayor replied that he felt, after
talking

with these men, they were sincere.

Councilman Casebolt asked why they couldn't go ahead and test this now.

The

Mayor replied that he talked with Mr. Bawason today (August 1, 1972) and he said that
he would personally see that this work would get done.
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Councilman White asked if we have any legal grounds to force this work completed.

Mr. Kessinger stated that this could be done if an unreasonable amount of time is involved .
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Councilman Lilly suggested that we should wait until the testing is done and
he asked the Mayor to see if we could get the firm commitment from them.
The Mayor stated that he would relay these messages to Mr. Mayse and Mr.
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Dawason.
Regarding 2iith, 25th, 26th and 27th Streets, Councilman White informed the
group that he went last week and made a house to house canvass to see what the
people wanted. The majority want those streets one-way. He added that Dr. Allen
has this information to add to his, but it appears that the people do want these
streets one-way. There weres 19 yesesj 6 nos, 7 undecided; and 17 not at home.
Councilman White assured the Council that he would go back and get those people who
weren't home. He did not get a chance to get to hist Street. We, hopefully, will
make a recommendation at the next Council Meeting.
A discussion was held regarding the recent automobile accident at the intersection at 2nd Avenue and 36th Street. After discussing various ways of correcting
this situation, Councilman Casebolt made a motion that this intersection be made
a 3-way Stop. Councilman Priddy seconded the motion and it was unanimously carried.
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Mr. Gene Williams gave a report on the trash pick-up. He stated that one
truck will start in Brookhaven on the first work day of the month and another truck
will start on the old County Road at River Dale Acres on the first work day of
the month, working its way down toward Walker Street. The pick-up men will keep
a writen record of their schedule so that predicting dates of pick-ups will be
accurate. Mr. Williams added that we are going back to a once-a-month basis.
Mr. Williams stated that we have a few street signs in inventory but no "STOP"
signs at the present time, but that he will check into getting these signs right
away.
A letter to the City of Nitro from Mr. R. M. Smith of Machinery, Inc., was
circulated to the Councilmen. This letter regarded an estimate for repairs to
Case U5 dozer, which was in the amount of $5,070.03. Mr. Williams stated that he
felt this was too much money to spend on this piece of equipment.
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Councilman Casebolt mentioned that he knew of some surplus equipment
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in Norfolk and that he will report back later when he has more information.
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Councilman Priddjj also, informed the Council that he had a friend who had
bought a dozer at Elkview for $U,UOO.OO.
Councilman Casebolt asked about the equipment at the dump. Mr. Williams
stated that the dozer with a ten-foot blade broke down.
Cbuncilman Hill inquired as to whether we have funds allocated for a new dozer.
Councilman Casebolt replied that we have -£Lli, 000 for the Garbage Department New Equipment, which is not broken down into specific amounts.
A discussion followed on the feasibility of paying $1,000 monthly rental for a
dozer, on the rental-purchase plan.
Councilman Lilly commented that if we go into gasification with Charleston, we
will not need a bull dozer, so that to purchase at this time would be unwise.
Mr. Williams stated that we have a $3,00 (when new) hoe which is rusting down,
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which if sold, could be sold to an individual. He added that Mr. Jerry Angel would
like to have first choice on it. This man offered to take it and fix it for nothing
if we would let him use it for a time.
Councilman White stated that if we can get $1,000 for it, he would be in favor
of selling it.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Mr. Williams check this out and if we
can get $1,000 for it, liet us know then we'll decide. Councilman White seconded
the motion and it was unanimouly carried.
The Mayor stated that the State is going to auction some dump trucks, pickup trucks, rollers, etc., and that we would like to go look at them. The Mayor added
that he checked and we would get no special rates or discounts due to being a municipality.
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The auction will take place on August 12, 1972.
Councilman Casebolt suggested that we send Mr» Williams and a city mechanic to
look at this equipment and determine if it's worth buying.
After some discussion, it was decided that Mr. Williams, the machanic, and
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could go inspect the trucks before the sale.
Mr. Tidquist read a progress report from Mr. Williams from July 1 through
the 31st, on trash pick-up, cleaning, repairing, etc.
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Councilman Casebolt complimented Mr. Williams on a fine job, well done.
Mr. Denver Rawlings gave a report on the volunteer firemen.

He stated that

we have gotten back the original volunteer firemen and these men have had quite a
bit of training and that there has been a big improvement.

There will be, he added,

a better relationship with these men.
Because the firemen are paid a certain number of hours straight time and a
certain number of hours time and a half, if they aren't careiful which days they choose
for their vacation, they must sacrifice this one-half time pay.

Councilman Casebolt

confirmed this fact and said he had made an indepth study and it would not cost the
City one cent more to permit these men to take their vacation one week at a time, one
firemen at a time without this restriction.

He put this statement in the form of

a motion and it was seconded by Councilman Hill and it was unamously carried.
Councilman Casebolt stated that on the llith, l£th, 16th and l?th of August,
Marshall University is having a fire school.

He recommended, for discussion,

that we send the off-duty firemen to this school, paying them for their 8 hours'
straight time, if they go.
Mr. Rawlings commented that firemen don't make enough as it is, and men who
have other jobs can't go. He suggested we send at least two men, and perhaps
three.
Councilman White made a motion that we send three men and approve paying
their salaries, plus their expenses. Councilman Hill seconded the motion and it
was unanimously carried.
Councilman Casebolt presented his report on City Hall repairs.

He stated

that the Mayor's office needs remodeling, explaining that the office will be split
into two sections, the smaller area serving as the Secretary's office, ^he
ceiling will be lowered, lights, air conditioning, furnace ducts would all have
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to be re-arranged, carpeting, etc.
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He requested and received three sealed bids from the foiling firms: Landers
Heating and Plumbing; C. D. Hill, Sr.} and Kanco Corporation.
Mr. Kessinger opened the bids and they were as follows!
Landers
C. D. Hill, Sr.
Kanco Corp.

$2,168.00
2,255.38
2,58U.60

Coucnilman Tidquist made a motion that the lowest bid be accepted. Councilman
Hill seconded the motion.
At this point, Councilman Priddy asked if perhaps these bids shouldn't have been
publicly advertised. Mrs. Blake, from the Kanawha Valley Leader, stated that bids
had been advertised in the past and that they had always run for two consecutive
weeks.
Councilman Tidquist withrew his motion that the lowest bid be accepted, until the
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legality of this matter is cleared up.
Councilman Casebolt objected strongly to this motion, pointing out that these
bids had already been received and opened and that "the word is out1*.
The checking of the previous minutes, which stated that Councilman Casebolt was
to "investigate bids and report back.11
Councilman Lilly made a motion that this matter be tabled and ask Mr. Kessinger
to clear this up and report back. Councilman White seconded this motion and it was
carried.
Mr. Kessinger reported on the Hillside Drive complaint, stating that he had
contacted the attorney representing the residents of Hillside Drive, asking that he
indicate his position.

Their attorney had not done so. Mr. Kessinger has looked into

this situation personally and has made a trip to Hillside Drive and is in complete
understanding and sympthy with'the complaints, Mr. Kessinger reiterated, however,
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that the Hillside Drive attorney has not, as yet, cooperated. Mr. Harry Anthony
Hechesky stated that their attorney would contact Mr. Kessinger this week and the
two lawyers could go ove to Hillside Drive together, hopefully, to resolve this
problem.

344
Mr. Hechesky eplained that they do want to know exactly what zoning this
Hillside Drive area is in. The Councilmen, the City Recorder, Mr. Kessinger, and
Hillside Drive residents looked at city maps and at the Zoning Ordinances for the

H

City of Nitro. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that this matter be tabled until
the next meeting, with Mr. Olaf Walker being invited.
Councilman Casebolt withdrew this motion, recommending that it be put on the
Agenda as an open item.
Councilman Priddy stated that he has received complaints from the 700 Block
of Kanawha Avenue that stray dogs have been dropped there. The men will be called
to pick up these dogs and this matter will be resolve.
He also received a request for a street light to be placed at the corner of
Lock Street and Layne Avenue, and he recommended that this be done.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the recommendation be accepted.
Councilman White seconded the motion, and it was unanimously carried.
Councilman Hill stated that recently a house had been lost due to fire on
18th Street Hill and he asked that Mr. Rawlings speak on this and give his recomm-
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endations as to what we need in the future.
Mr. Rawlings informed the Council that the closest hfrdrant is at the bottom
of 18th Street Hill. He stated that this house would have burned anyway, because
it had such a good start prior to our being notified.
Councilman Casebolt suggested a study be made to see where hydrants are needed
and get them all at one time. Councilman Lilly further suggested that the costs
of this be reported, at the same time.
Councilman Hill added that 18th Street meeds a "Stop" sign at the top of the
hill.
Councilman Casebolt asked what could be done about used refrigerators being
left standing on a lot in the 1100 Block of Main Avenue, People have been complaining of this and it is a very dangerous hazard for young children.
Mr. Kessinger was asked to check into this and report back.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he has received complaints from residents in

I

1100 Block of Main Avenue due to excessive car parking from a nearby restaurant.
People cannot get out of their driveways without pulling completely across the
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street* Also, it has been reported that after closing hours, there are people
congreating, drinking beer, and making loud noises, etc. What can be done to stop
this, Councilman Casebolt asked Mr. Kessinger?
Mr. Kessinger replied that excessive niose is a violation and that the Police
Department could handle this. He added that the parking situation should be looked
into by the Traffic Committee.
Councilman Casebolt recommended that the Traffic Committee check this out during
the evening hours. Tom Melton added, preferably on the weekends, to which Councilman Casebolt agreed.
Councilman Casebolt reported that on the east side of Dunlap Service Station
on Main Avenue, is an unfinished building that has had nothing done to it since
early spring.
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Councilman Casebolt added that the dirt has been piled ten feet high and the
weeds have grown in it, and behind this is a big drop-off which has a basement Wall
ten to fourteen feet high.
Mr. Kessinger recommended that the owner first be contacted to see what his
intentions are.
Councilman Tidquist further recommended that the City Building Inspector check
this out and we get back to this at the next meeting.
Councilman Hill made a motion that the eyesore, the smokestack base, behind the
Junior High School and 19th Street Road, be distroyed.
Councilman Casebolt seconded and motion was unanimously carried.
Councilman Lilly inquired as to what the City's ordinances are reguarding people
who do not cut the grass and weeds on their property, thereby creating community
eyesores.
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In response to this question, Mr. Kessinger stated that he has not had time to
come into City Hall and go over all of the ordinances. He graciously offered the
use of his copying machine in his office at the same cost to the 8ity as he pays

346for copies.

He invited Tom Melton to bring the ordinances to his office and run

off copies for each of the Councilmen and one for Mr. Kessinger, so that he could
go over the laws when it is necessary.
Councilman Casebolt stated that at the corner of Dupont and Ivy Street there
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is a chug hole and it needs immediate attention.
Councilman White added that at UOth Street where it connects to 62, the bem
is very high, and he inquired as to whom we should contact about this, the County
or the State. Fhe Mayor said he would be glad to take care of this.
Councilman Priddy recommended that the Council support the Nitro Community
School Program, and Councilman Hill seconded the motion.
At this point, Dolly Withrow, a member of the Nitro Junior High Community
School Advisory Council, read a press release, explaining the Community School concept.
Councilman's Priddy's motion was unanimously carried.
Councilman Casebolt suggested, that no donation be offered until the City
receives a letter requesting a contribution.
The Mayor distributed a copy of a letter from Mr. Robert Y. Hayne,

I

•Appalachian Engineers, Inc. to the Mayor, regarding the number of trailer units
to be in the Collins Trailer Park. This letter is dated July 20, 1972 and is
attached to the minutes.
Councilman Priddy moved that the meeting be adjourned, and Councilman White
seconded the motion, andxthe meeting was adjourned at 10:25 P. M.
iS*
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The Nitro City Council met in regular session, Tuesday August 15, 1972 at
8:00 P.M.
Those present vere: W. D. Gibsom^ Mayor; Ton Helton, Recorder; Dr. R. V*
*
Allen; Hugo Tidquist; Paul Hill; Thomas Lilly; James Vhitej Keith Priddy and Vernon
Casebolt.
The meetdng was called to order by The Honorable William D» Gibson.
The Mayor asked if there vere any corrections to the minutes of the last
meeting. Councilman Casebolt brought to the attention of the council that there
were two corrections* The first one on page 31*1, the sentence should have read
"Mr. Williams stated that we have a $3,000.00 (when new) hoe which is rusting
down." The second correction on page 3l*5>, sentence should have read, Ccouncilaan
Casebolt stated that he has received complaints from residents in the 1000 Block
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of Main Avenue*¥ Having made the corrections Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that the minutes be approved, and Councilman White seconded the motion, which was
\\nanjwongly carried.
Regarding the paving of Second Avenue, the Mayor informed the council that
the W. Va. Water Company was to start paving at noon yesterday but was forced to
suspend because of rain, according to the Mayor much progress has been made toward
getting ready to start work on the paving such as streets have been cleaned, manholes raised, etc.
A petition was presented by Mayor Gibson from 15 residents on 28th Street
requesting Council to contact either the W. Va. Water Company or the Contractor
to repair the street and lawns that had been damaged by the installation of the
utility line. It was not determined who was responsible, the Gas Company or the
Water Company, however it was beUalved that P. J. Hughes did the installation of
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the utility line. Dr. Allen suggested that Mayor Gibson contact all firms involved
in the installation so that needed repairs can be made.
A second petition was presented to the Council from residents on l*lst Street

348asking that the steet be made one way. Councilman Unite presented results of ft
survay indicating that over-all the number of residents favor making the street
one way* Councilman Casebolt made a motion that lilst Street be made one way from

•

1st to 2nd Avenue to l»0th street. To be effective as soon as Qene Williams, Street
Crew Superintendent, can errect the signs. Councilman White seconded the motion
f
and it was unanimously carried.
The traffic problem on 21*th, 25th, 26th, and 27th Street was once again
discussed. Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of the-eTraffic Committee, told council
that making streets in the 2i*th - 28th Street area •aa/tway from 2nd Avenue would
complicate access to 1st Avenue. It was agreed that entering 1st Avenue from those
streets was a tremendous problem and traffic on 1st Avenue in a continuous flow
made it difficult to enter. Residents of the four streets were not in complete
agreement as to one way traffic and merchants on 1st Avenue generally opposed it.
Councilman Lilly pointed out that this could cut out revenue for the merchants.
Councilman Casebolt recommended installing Stop Lights on 1st Avenue at
19th and UOth Streets. Councilman Priddy pointed out that since 1st Avenue is
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a State Highway the State Department of Highways would have to issue permission
for the city to install traffic lights. Councilman White presented results of a
survey indicating that ovar all the number of residents favor making the streets
one way. Twenty two of fifty residents were definitely in favor of such a move
while nine others said they would be satisfied with whatever solution was decided
upon. A motion was made by Councilman Casebolt that this traffic problem be tabled
until more information about traffic light installation can be obtained. Dr. Allen
seconded the motion and all Councilmen voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson announced that Superintendent Gene Williams has brought to
his attention that the City desperatly needs a dump truck. He pointed out a new
heavy duty truck would cost approximately $12,000.00. Mr. Williams has located
a 196? Ford truck for $3,000.00, if the city choses to purchase it or $250.00
a month if the truck is leased. Councilman Lilly made a motion to purchase the
truck. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. It carried by all Councilman
voting in favor.
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I iitro ^Police

Jjepartment

Nitro. West Virginia 25143
Phone 755-3531

August 23,

1972

Torch Mebile Home Sales
1st Avenue South
Nitro, West Virginia 2£Ui3
Dear Sin
Nitro City Council met Tuesday, August 15, 1972 at
8:00 P. M.
It is the opinion of the Council that there has been
an encroachment by Torch Mobile Homes into the residentially
zoned Hillside Drive area*
Mr. Olaf K. Walker, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning
Commission, stated that it was the intent of the Commission
that both sides of Hillside Drive be zoned residential.
The City of Nitro is hereby notifying Torch Mobile Homes
that they are in violation of the Zoning Ordinance and further
expansion in the area mentioned above would compound the
violation.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,
Dana Johnston
Police Chief

CITY OF NITRO
NITRO, WEST VIMGINIA 25143
D. (BILL) GIBSON

755-3821

JCMRY T MCL.TOM
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•*!

-.'M'.-'r • • • • • ' ':
December h, 1972

ifr^ James Kcsniri;^ r
Attorney at Law
9$ Main Avenue
St. Alb&ns, W.V. r"u.77
Itear Mr.

Re: Torch Mobjlr Ilomor.
Violation o-f .Jonlric Drd.inar.ee
Please find attached a copy of three (3) letters regarding
the above subject. A i 30 enclosed ia a copy of the minutes
of the Council Meeuinf; held August 1?, 1972.
i^-f^1'0* Tui cV. floriilo Homee, has. done nothing to.--"-;correct this situahion.
We will av/ait your auvjr.e on U d o rant, lor.

William Pu Gibson
db

Enclopures

FETITION

We, the undersigned, being residents «f 28th St. and/er 2nd ave. of Nitro,
W. Va., do hereby respectfully petition the city of Nitro, through its
Mayor and its city council to see that West Virginia Water Co. or PrestonCarroll, who ever is respond sible, repair 28th st from 1st. to and
encluding 2nd. ave. Repairs consisting of road patching and repairing
ef yards.
NAME-ADDRESS

c. hH&Jy^^crrt
• - •' \X -

t -•*.!;,.- -"

«' V-'" • -- '/'"^
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Mr. Vlilliams reported trash pick-up had been accomplished City wide.

I

Another pick-up will be done and he estimated that by mid-September a regular
schedule will be established and then published so citizens will know when to
place their trash out.

C^Aoft
When asked by Councilman £&«$• why the Smith Street Landfill was not open

:

last Saturday, Mr. Williams explained that the worker failed to report for duty
4

and other workers had already been assigned to another job. A notice was posted
'c

that the trash be taken to the lower dump but apparently was not seen by some
citizens.
Mr. Olaf K. Walker, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission, appeared
before council to try and clear up the long-disputed zoning of Hillside Drive.
He reported to council that zoning was done in Nitro in 1959. Since that date the
only zoning that has been done is the newly annexed areas of Brookhaven and Rivardale Acres, also the new district mobile homes courts.

I

Mr. Walker explained that it was the intent of the Commission that both
sides of Hillside Drive be zoned residental. In March, 1959 both the planning
Commission and Council acted to zone that area. Through some misunderstanding,
however, a map drawn up by the city engineer erroneously designated one side of
Hillside Drive as B-l (business) and council approved the ordinances, including
-

Co

-

-

X

-

"

'

the faulty map.-*"-' 2
O/\^

>w c*n u n uY

Mr. Walker went on to explain in 1970 the zoning law was "submitted to the
city attorney for advisement and the decision was that business be allowed along
Rt. 25 but not on Hillside Drive. In October, 1970 the city attorney recommended
that a Board of Appeals be appointed."
"It is the opinion of the Committee that there has been an encroachment
by business into the residentially zoned Hillside Drive and Torch Mobile Homes

I

be notified thet are in violation of the zoning law."
Since there is no Board of Appeals, Councilman Lilly suggested one be

bu cotmcil, consisting of five members. Councilman Lilly further suggested that
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Mayor Gibson be appointed as a committee of ene toward supplying names for consideration, and information consisting of maps etc. should be placed in the vault
for safe keeping and the subject be tabled until a discussion is reached by the
Board of Appeals. Councilman Priddy made a motion that the suggestion be accepted

i.

I

and Councilman Casebolt seconded. The motion carried by an unanimous vote was
carried.

*

BeamciMfcfciy Lilly reported that a traffic engineer of the State Department
of Highways has requested the Mayor write the Department asking that Rt. 25 from
T

Cleveland Avenue to the bridge be made a "no passing zone1.' It is the engineerrs
opinion a no passing zone in that section would be more effective than lowering
the speed limit. Sargent Webb of the Nitro Police Department was asked if the
Department still used radar in apprehending speeders* '(Radar equipment is in use
every day1} he replied. Councilman reported complaints of excessive speeding on
2nd Avenue. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that speed signs be errected at both
ends of Park Avenue* Councilman Priddy seconded the motion. It was unanimously
carried by the Council.

I

Councilman Casebolt reported that one of his constituents, an elderly
woman of limited income was unable to pay a service fee, therefore was refused
garbage pick-up. Councilman Lilly brought the reminder that all citizens on limited
income were eligible for a reduced service.fee by merely coming to City Hall.
Mrs. Clara S. Walker, Secretary and Treasurer of the Sanitary Board, in
a letter dated July 5, 1972, notified the members of the Sanitary Board, the

t

Mayor and Council that she was retiring as of August 31, 1972. Constance Joan

t
,
»

Stevens of Nitro, a 1958 graduate of Nitro High School and who also attended
business college in Charleston was appointed to replace Mrs. Walker.
Councilman Allen stated that the only time the Council was supposed to
enter into affairs of the Sanitary Board was when it involved a rate increase.
He further stated that a rate increase would most likely be requested in the
near future.

I
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Farther discussion of Ton s Appliance who is in violation of an ordinance

I

prohibiting deposit of closed refrigerators in out door areas easily accessible
to children.

It was decided that the Police Chief will be seat to the scene to

inform the owner the will have until September 1, 1972 to either remove the doors
from the appliance or move them inside. It was pointed out that he hav been three
years in violation.
At this point Councilman Paul Hill made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned
at 10*30 P. M.

I

I

Mayor

byjEF

Recorder
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September 5, 1972

I

353

The Nitro City Council met in regular session, Tuesday September 5, 1972 at
8:00 P. M.
Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Dr. R.
V. Allen, Vernon Gasebolt, Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, Keith Priddy, Hugo Tidquist,
and James White.
The meeting was called to order by The Honorable William D. Gibson.
The Mayor asked if there were any corrections to the miofetes of the last
meeting. Councilman Keith Priddy refered to page 3U9 center of page, " Mr. Walker
explained that it was the intent of the Commission that both sides of Hillside Dr.
be zoned residental." At this point Councilman Priddy said he had made a motion that
"the intent of the Commission be accepted." After a discussion as to how this correction be made, Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, said "the end of the paragraph should
be amended to read " Councilman Keith Priddy made a motion that "the intent of the
Planning and Zoning Committee should be accepted. Motion was seconded and carried
by an unanimous vote. Councilman Lilly pointed to another correction on page 3ft9,
paragraph two, "Councilman Casebolt, not Councilman Lilly, asked why the Smith Street
Landfill was not open last Saturday. Haying made the corrections, Councilman Casebolt
made a motion that the minutes be approved as corrected. Councilman Lilly seconded ;the motion. It was unanimously carried.

I

Councilman Tidquist stated that some spots in the paving of Second Avenue are
unsatisfactory, he went on to say that the W. Va. Water Company has yet not repaired
the curbing but has promised that a three inch curb will be constructed in certain
areas along with curb repairs* A suggestion was made by Councilman Tidquist that
Mayor Gib SOB contact Mr. Daw son of the Water Company Since the conmitment was made
to Mayor Gibson "and ask that something be done about getting the project finished.
Street Superintendent Gene Williams announced that trash pick up was moving
along fine and he had no further report. Councilman Casebolt complimented Mr*
Williams on the fine job that was being done. All Councilmen were in complete
agreement.
Mayor Gibson announced that a telephone call received from Mr. Olaf Walker,
Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission informing the Council that a Zoning
Board of appeals had been appointed December 7, 1971, effective for three years.
Members appointed were: E. Robert Hamilton, G. C. Alder son, John M. McDougal, Harry
Russell and Kermit Tompson. Mayor Gibson presented a copy of a letter sent to
Torch Mobile Homes, dated August 2k, 1972, signed and delivered by Chief of Police
Dana F. Johnston.informing them they were in violation of the Zoning Ordinance.
The next step according to the Mayor is for Torch Mobile Homes or anyone concerned
to appeal to the Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals.

I

The unfinished building on Main Avenue is to be an Office Building, Mr. Fred
Pauley told Councilman Hill. Construction is at a standstill at present time awaiting
delivery of steel and renforced UX8 concrete slabs that had to be on a special order.
Councilman Hill said that due to a water problem, Mr. Pauley said that a double
floor was installed in the basement. Also that his insurance company had contacted
the family of the child who had fallen and broken an arm and the matter has been in
the process of being settled.
Councilman Casebolt reported that the owner of the appliance business on Main
Avenue had cooperated with city's request and the refrigerators and stoves have
been removed.
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The traffic problem in the 1000 block of Main Avenue has not been resolved
and was referred to City Attorney James Kessinger to check city ordinance as to
footage private property owners can paint for a private driveway entrance*
A motion was made by Councilman White that two street lights be installed
on Norwood Drive the newly developed section of Brookhaven. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt and voted unaminously by the Council. Councilman tbite
will obtain the pole numbers and report same to City Hall.

I

A second motion was made by Councilman White that a Dead End Street Sign be
.erected in the same area, the motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and it was
carried by an unaminous vote. Councilman Casebolt went on to suggest that the sign
be placed at the foot of the street so people could see it before going up the hill.
Councilman Hill announced that he had received several calls regarding burned
out street lights. Mayor Gibson said the Appalachian Power Company told him many of
the lights had been shot out. It was suggested that f: Councilman Priddy, Chairman of
the Street Light Committee, contact Appalachian Power Company and see if this matter
could receive immediate attention.
Councilman Hill reported that, he has received, complaints about much ..needed repairs on 6th, 7th, . I 111IIIIH. ?> ^se 'streetl^7bUVaeteriofat&g for two or
three years. Councilman Tidquist suggested the City Engineer could look into this
matter. Mr. Williams said he had checked into the situation and the problem is caused
by the defective mixture of cement which has been made worse by freezing water.
Councilman Allen said "we took it out of the paving program because of water coming
off of the hill."
Councilman Hill reported complaints of trains blocking entrances to the plant
roads. After much discussion it was suggested that City Attorney James Kessinger
be assigned to check the city ordinance as to legal time allotment in such circumstances. Councilman Lilly mentioned that the railroad crossing at Michigan Avenue
needs to be repaired. This section is haaardou«t to residents in that area, it was
pointed out that no maintenance has been done by the Perm. Central Railroad for the
past 10 to 15 years. It was suggested that they either make repairs or give up the
right-of-way. Mayor Gibson referred this to City Attorney to be checked out and report back to the Council at the next meeting.

I

Councilman Lilly stated that when East Sat tea Elementary School was closed,
school children in Fenton Circle and Sattes Circle were transferred to Baker and West
Sattes School. This Councilman Lilly said, necessitated children crossing Center
Street or Bridge Street as often refered to. This Street, according to state surveys
is most dangerous because of adverse conditions, fog, and enforcing traffic regulations can not be done satisfactorily. One child has been struck by a car trying to
cross the four-lane highway near the bridge, and police guards were removed after a
policeman was almost struck by a car. Councilman lilly went on to say that four
residents, two on each side of the bridge would possibly offer the city a three-foot
right of way between Sattes Circle and Fenton Circle. The walk way would need paving and
a light under the bridge. Councilman Lilly went on to say he would discuss this with
the Street Committee and recommend it be brought up at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Lilly said complaints have been made about high weeds, garbage
accumulation and rats. He recommended each Councilman sumit a list from his ward
listing the lots that needed to be cleaned off. Enforcement of the ordinance pertaining to the cutting of weeds on empty lots and accumulation of debris on any
premises was reviewed and w*e rend awed and Council decided complete enforcement
of the ordinance.
Councilman Priddy ask the Mayor if a Councilman was supposed to be on^the Park
Commit tea .The Mayor answered "yes". I will appoint one1.1

I
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Councilman Casebolt asked that the Street Committee check into two situations,
one at Dogwood Street and the other one on Kanawha Avenue. It is possible that there
is a water pocket under the street causing difficulty at these locations. He went on
to add that a street light was needed at Kapok and Washington Street, this was refered
to the committee.
Councilman Keith Priddy ask the mayor if he knvw when the road was going to be raised
at the watershed. Die Mayor said that the money was the big item of concern. The
original amount that was promised by the Department of Highways was not enough to do
the job. The final low bid by the Contractor exceded the estimate by about $U,300.00.
The Kanawha County Court has promised $2,600.00 and I am trying to get the State Dept.
of Highways to pay the difference. Mayor Gibson also expressed concern about the area
not having any lights and was very difficult to properly police. The Mayor explained
that to the best of his knowledge the land was in the name of the Kanawha County Court
and the City of Nitro. He had received a letter from Kanawha County Court advising
him to bring the ten boats out of the watershed area. He informed the Council that he
had them stored in the City garage.
Councilman Priddy questioned the Mayor about the Watershed Omission. The Mayor
said the Watershed Commission was responsible at the outset for getting the project
started and arranging for Federal money.
The future development of the recreational facilities and the way the area would
be managed would be up to the Council and the Parks and Recreational Commission.

I

In regard to the sewer Councilman Lilly reported that he would like to be brought
up to date on the sewer problem. He has received calls from several citizens asking
"Was the allottment reclined because of administration change. Councilman Lilly told
Council that he has informed the callers "that the City of Nitro had to meet certain
requirements, in the engineering field, in legal forms and stipulations and the money
would not be allocated offically until the city meets all requirements.and obligations.
This Me»atot been done yet.*1 Mayor Gibson stated that he had made a trip to the regional
office in Philadelphia accompanied by two engineers and a representive of the Regional
Intergovernmental Council and an all out effort is beimj put forth to expedite the
citys part in the situation.
A letter addressed to Mayor Gibson from Ann Joseph, Attorney, Legal Branch
Enforcement Division of the United States Eviormential Protection Agency, dated August
15, 1972 stated that the Charleston Gazette published an article shortly before the
Mayor was elected saying a letter bad been received by the City of Nitro promising
the Community Federal monies for its sewage treatment project. "Unfortunately, tlftt
was a misrepresentation of fact. A grant offer from this agency is contingent upon
a communitys meeting certain important requirements, it that time and the time of
this writing Nitro has not yet fulfilled their duties." Ann Joseph said. It was
suggested that the letter from Ann Joseph be made a part of the minutes.
Mayor Gibson reported to Council that he had attended an all day hearing before
the Public Service Commission regarding bus schedule changes proposed by the Kanawha
Valley Transportation Authority. In the proposed schedule Nitro would be without bus
service from 9iOO A. M. to U:$5 P. M. The Mayor protested such curtailment of bus
service pointing out that Nitro was expanding rapidly, and had many new business and
a new industrial park development underway and tewnwrvice for workers, *•* citizens,
and its present population was a necessity.

I

Councilman Allen made a motion the meeting be adjourned. Councilman Wxite seconded
the motion, it was unamiously carried.

I

I

I

September 19, 1972

I

The Nitro City Council met in regular session September 19, 1972 at 8:00 P.M.
Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor} Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilmen:
Dr. R. V. Allen; Vernon Caseboltj Paid. Hill; Keith Priddy; Hugo Tidquist and Thomas Lilly.
The invocation was delivered by The Reverend Leroy Beyer.
Mayor Qibson ask if there were any corrections to the minutes of the September $th
Council Meeting. Councilman Hill stated that he had one correction on page 3J?U. He had
received complaints about much needed patch-work on 6th and 7th Streets. He would like
16th Street studied by the City Engineer. After the minutes had been amended Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that they be approved. Councilman Priddy seconded, it was carried
by the council.
Councilman Tidquist announced that the W. Va. Paving Company would send someone down
this week, weather permitting, to start the curbing on 2nd Avenue, also they would nnd
in some rough spots. He went on to say they should have it done by the next Council Meeting.
Regarding trash pick-up, Superintendent Gene Williams informed council that a day by
day schedule has been given to Mrs. Blake of the Kanawha Valley Leader which will be
published in Thursdays newspaper. Councilman Casebolt remarked that the comment from the
people through out the City is they are well pleased with the trash pick-up. There has
been a tremendous improvement. Mayor Qibson said " all of the credit should go to Mr.
Williams and his good men."

I

Councilman Hill reported on the basement of the unfinished building on Main Avenue.
He has checked and they are going up with the building, concrete slabs are in place.
Mayor Gibson said he had talked with the owner of the crane and had ask him if he would
be kind enough to take his crane over to the "dungeon" and tear down the massive piece
of concrete. The man indicated he would do this if the city could locate a headache ball.
City Attorney James Kessinger was not present to report on traffic problems and their
legalities resulting from business around the 1000 block of Main Avenue. Councilman
Casebolt reported that he had noticed that one resident could not park in front of his
house because cars were parked bumper to bumper. Dr. Allen pointed out that this was a
business district. Mayor Gibson added that there was not ample parking for the restaurant
in question. Councilman Priddy pointed out that it was required by the latest Zoning and
Ordinance Law to have one parking place for every four seats. Councilman Lilly pointed
out this was still a matter for the City Attorney to act upon.
Mayor Gibson said the train problem at the plant crossing would also have to wait
for Mr. Kessinger to advise the council as to how long a train is allowed to stop traffic.
Councilman Lilly stated that two property owners on Fenton Circle and one property
owner on the other side of the bridge on Sattes Circle were agreeable to a trial arrangement for the walk-way under the Nitro-St. Alb ens Bridge so the children will not have to
cross the heavily traveled highway. He recommended that a path be cleared and a small
section of fence be moved back about three feet, to which Mr. Earl Benton owner of the
fence haa agreed to. No other improvements such as paving, lighting or black topping
will be done until this walkway ha* proven satisfactory. He went on to say he would
like to add to this recommendation that a letter be sent to Mr. Benton releasing him of
any libility connected with the property. Councilman Priddy made a motion that the council
accept Mr. Lilly's recommendation. Councilman Casebolt seconded, the council voted all
in favor.

I

Mayor Gibson announced that letters had been issued regarding cutting of weeds on
vacant lots. The people have been very receptive and each letter that is sent out is

ocrt)
OuO Hated in a log book with the name, address and phone number. Councilman Priddy
pointed out that at the top of the ordinance page it does state vacant lot. Councilman
Lilly suggested that each Councilman check his ward peroidicaly and make a report as to
the lots that needed attention.

Regarding the problem on Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street, Councilman Lilly
•
said he had checked this out and found that water is coming from somewhere and washing
IP
away the back yard of a property owner and undermining the corner of his house.
Councilman Lilly recommended that Superintendent Williams chech this out immediately
and do whatever necessary to correct this situation. Councilman Casebolt entered a
motion that Councilman Lilly's recommendation be accepted. Councilman Tidquist seconded
the motion and it was voted unanimously in favor of. Councilman Priddy ask if the
City had the equipment to do this? Councilman Lilly said « we have the facilities and
personnel to do this and hopefully can report back at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Lilly went on point out that in the 200 block of Kanawha Avenue a section
of land under the Street is settling resulting from work done by Sanitary Department
some time ago. It seems that a sanitary pipe goes through this section and comes to
a dead-end, thus causing a leak or a loose connection. A motion was made by Councilman
Casebolt that this situation along with the problem in the OQO block of Kanawha Avenue
be checked out by Mr. Williams. Councilman Tidquist seconded. It was carried unanamously.
Councilman Allen entered a motion that the July 1972 financial statement be accepted.
Councilman Casebolt seconded. All members voted in favor.
Under new business Councilman Casebolt has received complaints from citizens in the
700 block of Kanawha Avenue and the South side of Washington Avenue about stray dogs
barking and keeping people awake at night. It was decided that Mrs. Frazier call the
Humane Officer and see if this problem could be resolved.
Councilman Casebolt referred to a problem on Broadway Avenue behind the city dump.
It has been reported that this has beeome a haven for teenagers taking drugs and
sniffing glue, also later on in the evening older youths have all night beer parties.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that a No Trespassing Sign be placed on the East and
West side of the dump and the Nitre Police Department patrol the sight. Councilman
Priddy seconded and it was carried by an unanamous vote.
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Councilman Casebolt ask about a stop light on 19th Street. Mayor Gibson said he
had talked with Mr. Jones of the Department of Highways in an effort to get a couple of
traffic lights and although he had made no promises he was very receptive to my request*
Councilman Tidquist reported that he has received a call regarding school buses
traveling on Second Avenue instead of First Avenue. It was suggested that Mayor Gibson
call the Kanawha County School Board Oarage in St. Albans and ask if this situation
could be corrected. Mayor Gibson assured the council that he would fullfill the request.
The Nitro City Group Insurance plan accepted in 1969 with a three year rate
gaurantee has expired. Because of the tremendous rate increase, Nitro City Employees
requested that a new carrier be selected. Bids were taken from several insurance
companies. Blue Cross and Blue Shield was chosen by the employees. Councilman Lilly
made a motion that Blue Cross and Blue Shield be accepted. It was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and voted unanmously.
Councilman Hill made
paid holiday. Councilman
Councilman along with the
haVing Christinas off with
be studied by the finance

a motion to give the City Employees Christmas Day off as a
Casebolt seconded the motion, much discussion followed, each
Mayor made it clear that they were in favor of the employees
pay, however it was recommeded by Dr. Allen that this should
committee and consideration of all legal holidays be made.

Councilman Hill requested that a report be ready by the finance committee by the

I

next Council Meeting. Councilmen Allen and Lilly said the finance committee had been
spending a lot of hours in an effort to get a clear picture of the city's finances.

I

The city is faced with many pressing problems and priorities will hare to be
established. However, it was finally agreed upon that they would put forth much effort
to have a report by Thanksgiving. Councilman Hill withrew his motion and agreed to
wait for a later discussion.
Councilman Hill requested that the city pruchase uniforms, rain clothing and boots
for twenty one city crewmen. Councilman Lilly recommended that a committee be appointed
with Councilman Hill as Chairman. This was agreeable with all councilman and the Mayor.
Councilman Priddy told council that he had gone to Appalachian Power Company and
talked to Mr. Jones, Regional Manager for Appalachian, and explained to him that the
City of Nitro was not getting the street light service that it is paying for. He went
on to say that unless some solution can be worked out this matter will have to be taken
before the Public Service Commission. Because a large number of the street lights have
not been in operation Councilman Priddy suggested an adjustment be made in the monthly
statement. It was reported that the next day after Councilman Priddy talked with Mr.
Jones some of the street lights were checked. Councilman Casebolt made a suggestion
earlier that if the pole number was given when the light was reported out of order it
would speed up service.
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Mayor Gibson stated that when he took office July 1, 1972 he ask Mr. Chester 0.
Williams, C.P.A. to verify all bank balances, check books, etc. A statement for $75*00
was sent for Mr. Williams services. "I will gladly pay for this myself" stated Mayor
Gibson "if the council wishes me to do so." Councilman Casebolt made a motion that this
be paid for by the City. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion and all members voted
unanimously. Councilman Priddy ask if there were any discrepancies found, Mayor Gibson
replied "Mr. Williams did not audit the books he just got a birds eye view of eveything."
Councilman Casebolt made a motion the meeting be adjourned.
seconded, it was voted all in favor.

Mayor /

I

Councilman Tidquist

Recorder
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Nitro City Council Meeting - October 3, 1972
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The Nitro City Council met in regular session, Tuesday, October 3, 1972 at
8:00 p.m. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayorj Tom Melton, Recorderj
Councilman at large Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at large Keith Priddyj Councilman
at large Hugo Tidquist; Councilman Vernon Casebolt; Councilman Paul Hill; Councilman Thomas Lilly; Councilman James White and City Attorney James Kessinger.
The Reverend James Horton delivered the invocation.
Mayor Gibson asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the last
meeting. Councilman Priddy made a motion that the minutes be accepted. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson asked if there were any corrections or questions regarding the
August financial statement. Councilman White asked if witholding tax were paid on
monthly basis, the answer from Mr. Melton was no. Having no further questions or
corrections Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the financial statement be accepted. Councilman Allen seconded the motion. The vote was carried unanamously.
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Councilman Tidquist reported that paving and curbing on 2nd Avenue was almost
completed by the West Virginia Water Company. There is still some curbing to be
done from 19th Street to 27th Street. He informed the Council that the reason the
curbing was not uniform was because much of the work was done by hand instead of
machinery. Discussion followed regarding the curbing in front of the First Baptist
Church on 2nd Avenue. According to Dr. R. V. Allen there had been a curb in front
of the church before the paving of the street was started. It was also brought to
the attention of the Council that a portion of 2nd Avenue was sunken in. This
could be hazardous during freezing weather remarked Dr. Allen. Councilman Casebolt
said he could not remember the street being like this before the heavy equipment
was brought over it. It was suggested that Supt. Gene Williams check on this
situation.
Dr. R. V. Allen reported that he had received a phone call bringing to his
attention that the parking lot at the Moose dub still needs work dons on it. It
was the poinion of the Council that the West Virginia Water Company be asked to
come back and remedy this matter at once.
Referring back to 2nd Avenue, Dr. Allen suggested that no parking marks be
erected on 2nd Avenue and 23rd Street to enable Day School Mothers to let their
children out in front of the Baptist Church and the Roman Catholic Church. Mr.
Williams said he would take care of this matter.
Councilman White mentioned that he had received two or three complaints from
residents on 28th Street regarding heavy trucks. It is the opinion of the residents
that the Contractors of this heavy equipment should make the repairs. Mayor Gibson
said two utility companies had checked this out. Dr. Allen remarked that he also
had received calls of this nature from residents on 26th and 27th Streets.
Supt. Gene Williams reported that trash pick-up throughout the city was moving
along as scheduled. The street signs that have been requested have also been erected.
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Councilman White asked why residents that live in Pine Grove Addition were not
getting garbage service. Mr. Williams said the road to this section was in much
need of repair due to the slide in the road and the city's garbage trucks could not
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travel over it. Councilman Priddy wanted to know if residents were paying for this
service, Mr. Williams replied,"No, they are not."
Complaints from residents on 23rd Street where Cohen's trash has been blown
about was discussed by the Council. Supt. Williams said, "Trash is picked up
there every day, a larger box would help the situation." Police Chief Johnston
pointed out that scavengers cause most of the littering.
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As to the construction of an office building being built on Main Avenue,
Councilman Hill told the Council that construction was going on, scaffolds were
in, some windows were in place and he believed there was ample parking space.
Councilman Casebolt suggested that the rear of the building needs some attention.
He suggested that Supt. Gene Williams check the drains, apparently a damaged sewer
is allowing water to wash property away in the area.
It was agreed that Councilman Casebolt and Mr. Williams investigate the cause
of the excessive washing away of property at Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street.
The street crew has been unable to work on this due to heavy rains the past week,
they will resume work as soon as weather permits.
City Attorney James Kessinger recommended that a letter be sent to the Perm.
Central Railroad advising them that an ordinance exists prohibiting the blocking
of a crossing for mor than five minutes. Councilman Priddy expressed concern
that in the event of an emergency a train blocking the crossing could prevent
necessary vechicles from getting through to the West side of town. The Council
agreed to follow Mr. Kessinger's recommendation.
Police Chief Johnston reported good progress on the weed and debris problems
on vacant lots but he said, "There is a long way to go." Councilman Priddy asked
if the city had been forced to clean off any lots because the owner refused to
cooperate. Chief Johnston said no. He went on to say a log book is kept so that
next spring vacant lot owners can be notified of the city ordinance and penalties
if they fail to comply.
Chief Johnston recommended that the speed limit on motorcycles in unpaved
alleys be lowered to 10 miles an hour. The present 25 miles per hour is hazardous in his opinion. Councilman Allen remarked that a new ordinance would have
to be written. Councilman Priddy made a motion that Chief Johnston's recommendation be accepted and a new ordinance be written. Councilman Hill seconded the
motion. All Council voted in favor except Councilman Casebolt, his vote was
"nay*? Chief Johnston asked if he could have Councilman Casebolt's reason for
his negative vote. Councilman Casebolt replied that he thought this was a
personal situation between neighbors and no law had been broken. If it were a
matter of motorcycles causing damage to property or violating the law, then he
would be in favor of the Council taking action. A citizen in the back of the
room asked how many complaints the Police Department had received concerning
speeding motorcycles in alleys. Police Chief Johnston replied, "Not meaning
to cut you off short, but this is police business. Chief Johnston went on to
say that many garages and gates opened up into the alleys and over a period of
years, they had encountered many problems in different areas of the city due to
excess speeding.
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Police Chief Johnston made another recommendation for motorists to park
their cars in one direction, according to the traffic patterns. He asked that
drivers park on their right hand side, thus making parking uniform and erasing
the danger of crossing lanes of traffic to get cars back onto the highways.
Chief Johnston stated that by correcting this situation it would lessen the amount
of automobile accidents and provide more safety for our citizens. Councilman
Priddy made a motion to accept this recommendation and a new ordinance be written
in regard to parking. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All Council voted
in favor except Councilman Lilly. His reason was it might cause problems in areas
where Sub-Divisions are laid off in circles.
A stronger city law should be established regarding assaulting of a Police
Officer. Within the past two weeks two officers have been hurt in the line of
duty, said Chief Johnston. City Attorney Kessinger remarked that the city ordinances covered "Obstruction of an officer in the line of duty." When bodily harm
was inflicted, a warrant should be issued and that the case would go to the
Circuit Court. Mr. Kessinger was asked to check this out and report back to the
Council.
Items of new business, Councilman Hill would like a Beauty Shop Sign in the
13th Street Area checked. It was reported that the sign was too low and obstructing
traffic.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Mayor Gibson and Mr. Kessinger get
together on the cost in an effort to up-date the city ordinances so each Councilman
might have a copy. Councilman White seconded the motion, all Council voted in
favor.
Councilman Priddy asked if the city had a "fly-ash" ordinance? He recommended
that this be checked and find out who is responsible to cover this when it is used.
Mr. Brogan of Bailes Drive wanted to know if speed limit signs could be placed
on his street, because of children playing. It was decided that the Traffic Committee put the street under study.
Dr. Allen made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
seconded the motion. It was carried by all.

Mayor
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Councilman Casebolt
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 17, 1972
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Nitro City
Hall, October 17, 1972; with Mayor W. D. Gibson, Recorder Torn Melton, City
Attorney James Kessinger, and all Councilmen in attendance. The meeting
was called to order by the Honorable Mayor Gibson.
Approval of the Minutes? Councilman Vernon Casebolt moved that the minutes
be approved.Councilman Tidquist seconded the motion. The motion passed by
a showing of hands vote. All Council voted in favor.
Financial Report; Mayor Gibson asked if there were any questions or
corrections to the September Financial Statement. There were none. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that they accept them, Councilman White seconded, and
the motion was unanimously carried.
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Mr. Sam Lee, Principal of Nitro Junior High School and co-ordinator of
the Nitro Community School Program, appeared before the Council giving an
account of the tremendous success of the Community School Program. "Actually,
the Community School is composed of two programs," he said, "One is supported
by the Kanawha County Adult Education and the other program is supported by
funds raised by citizens in the community of Nitro. It takes about $1,5>00 to
put on a six week term. There are twenty different activities. Classes meet
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at the Nitro Junior High School. Classes
are offered to attract the preschoolers, elementary, Junior High Students, and
Adults. However, according to Mr. Lee, "We have apparently failed to offer
enough classes or instructions in what would be attractive to the high school
youth." He asked for suggestions and assistance from Council Members. Councilman
Priddy, Councilman Casebolt, and Mayor Gibson serve on the Community School
Advisory Council, and they were in complete agreement that this program has
been proven very successful and a great asset to our Community. Councilman Priddy
made a motion that the Council vote on a donation of $100 for this program.
Councilman White suggested a $200 donation would not be too much. All Council
voted in favor of a $200 donation. Councilman Casebolt made mention that an
additional $35 donation would be given from the Parks and Recreation Commission,
upon the collection of a light bill from the State Softball Tournment. During
the recent softball tournment it was decided that money collected for use of
the lights would be given to the Community School Program. Councilman White
went on to ask Mr. Lee if he had any suggestions about what more the Council
might do to help out. Mr. Lee replied, "Just support the program, come visit
the Community School, either on Tuesday or Thursday night, help by donating some
of your time, we need a City Police Patrol Car to browse around in the area of the
school on the nights that classes are in session. This help would be very much
appreciated." Mayor Gibson assured Mr. Lee that the Nitro City Council would
be very receptive to his needs and requests.
Councilman Tidquist wanted to know if a definite date had been set up for
the remaining street, sidwalk, and curb repairs. Mayor Gibson said he had been
in touch with Mr. Mayse and Mr. Fuqua of the Preston Carrol Corporation, and no
definite date was promised, but he had every reason to believe it would be soon.
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Councilman Tidquist announced that the repair of paving in the Blackwood
Street area remained the same. Mayor Gibson said a new water line had to be
installed in the street before repairs would be made on the Blackwood Street
area.
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Councilman Hill had nothing further to report on the unfinished building
on Main Avenue. He stated as near as he can tell this situation is being corrected. Councilman Casebolt suggested the subject be omited from the agenda
in the future. He further stated that the sewer, broken in two places, behing
the building under construction has been corrected by the City Employees.
Traffic Problems resulting from business around the 1000 block of Main
Avenue was tabled until the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee, reported that
work to correct the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street situation would be started
Thursday morning by the City Employees. The erosion problem might be caused by
a loose Joint in the sewer system causing the bell to break loose, but not certain
at this point stated Mr. Lilly.
Nitro City Police Chief Dana F. Johnston remarked that the $J? penalty for overtime was too high in his opinion. He recommended an amendment to the ordinance be made changing the fine to $1 if paid within 2k hours. After 2k hours the
fine should be increased to $2. A discussion followed, Dr. Allen suggested a
violator should be given U8 hours in which to pay the $1 fine and $2 after 1*8 hours.
Councilman White made a motion that Dr. Allen's recommendation be accepted.
Councilman Casebolt seconded. All of the Council Members voted unanimously in
favor. The subject of speeding on paved side streets and paved alleys was
tabled until a later date.
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Councilman Priddy made a motion that the date for "Trick or Treat" night be
set by the Council as Monday, October 30 from 7:00 p.m. until 9sOO p.m. It was
decided that no age limit be set. Councilman Hill seconded the motion. The
motion was carried by a unanimous vote.
Mrs. Boggs and Mrs. Reynolds, of Bailes Drive appealed to the Council asking
that the speed limit be lowered to 15 miles per hour, and traffic signs be erected
on their street. They also asked that tree limbs and shrubbery along the roadway
be cut to enable motorist to be cautious of the narrow street. CounciljJian
Casebolt suggested a 15 miles per hour speed limit be honored. Some discussion
took place as to the practicability of a 1$ miles per hour speed limit. After
the discussion, Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the speed limit be reduced
to 1$ miles per hour; it was seconded by Councilman White, and the motion was
carried unanimously. Mrs. Boggs and Mrs. Reynolds also requested another street
light on Bailes Drive. This will be checked out by the Street Light Committee
and a report will be given at the next Council Meeting. In regard to a water
problem on Bailes Drive, Mayor Gibson said he would ask Mr. Gene Williams, Supt.
of the Street Department, to check on this matter.
Councilman Whte announced that a survey team from the Governor's Highway
Saftey Admisistration has checked the city and suggested that 8? stop signs be
placed throughout the city at needed places. Reflectorized Stop signs, including
pole, hardware, cost $20 each. Federal funding will pay for $0% of this if the
city wishes to purchase these signs. Councilman Vfaite said he would like to make
a motion that the City take advantage of this offer and buy the 8? signs.
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Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All members voted in favor.
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Councilman Hill remarked that he has received calls from concerned citizens
of his ward who reside on the hill section between 2nd and 3rd Avenues, asking
the Council to delete these streets from an ordinance now being drawn up regarding
parking on streets in the line or direction of traffic.
It was noted that this could be hazardous in winter weather. This matter will
be considered later when the city Attorney drafts the ordinance. Councilman Hill
also reminded Council that Uth and 6th Streets needed to be repaired. Supt. Gene
Williams will check this, replied Mayor Gibson, because more street repairs are
currently being made.
Councilman Lilly asked that the Council give consideration to building a
structure to house the city equipment. He announced that during the winter months,
weather will do much damage to this equipment and the mechanic has no place to put
the equipment while making repairs and regular maintenance! This matter will be
placed in the hands of the Committee. Councilman Lilly went on to add that the
up-dating of the Police Department equipment, radar, radio, etc. should also be
placed in the hands of the Committee.

I

Councilman Casebolt reported that the Board of City Park Commissioners have
apparently resigned or is inactive. It is the opinion of the Park Committee
that ordinance No. 61 be deleted from the city's ordinances. "There is a lot of
work to be done and a lot of improvements to be made at the park, he suggested
that the duties and responsibilities of the Park Board be given to the City
Council's Recreation Committee." Councilman James White agreed with Mr. Casebolt
and said the Park Commission was now defunct. Mayor Gibson suggested that City
Attorney James Kessinger investigate this request. This will be put on the Agenda
for the next meeting.
Councilman Casebolt also brought to the attention of the Council that the
living quarters at the Fire Department was without heat. "Last winter the men
had to sit ±n the kitchen with the oven on in order to keep warm." He went on
to say, "I would like to make a motion to purchase a wall heater and a door and
have them installed by a fizeman or the City crewmen, the cost would be approximately $250." Councilman Priddy seconded the motion. All Council members voted
in favor.
Parking:-problems on Beech Street and Kanawha Avenue were brought to the
attention of the City Council by Councilman Casebolt. He asked that the Traffic
Committee make a study of this situation and report back to the Council, the
second Council Meeting in November.
Councilman Casebolt mentioned requests from residents in East Nitro asking
that crushed rocks be placed on Ivy Street. Dr. Allen suggested this be placed
in the hands of the Street Committee.
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Councilman Priddy reported that he would like for the city crew to check
the ditch that runs along 18th Street Hill. It appears that the ditch needs
to be opened. Mr. Williams will have his men look at this and then make a report
to the Street Committee.
Councilman Dr. R. V. Allen made mention that there was no Park and Recreation
Commission Report and no Swimming Pool Report on the September financial statement.
He asked that the two reports be presented each month with the usual financial
statement.
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The next regualr Council Meeting will be held Tuesday, November 7, 1972,
at 8:00 p.m. A motion for adjournment was made by Dr. Allen, Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion, and all members voted in favor.

Mayor/
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Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 7, 1972

I

The Nitro City Council met in regular session, Tuesday, November 7, 1972.
Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order at 8:00 o'clock p.m. Those present
were: William D. Gibson; Mayor, Tom Melton; Recorder, Dr. R. V. Allen, Paul Hill,
Thomas Lilly, Keith Rriddy, Vernon Casebolt, James White, and Hugo Tidquistj
Counoilmen.
Approval of Minutes - Councilman R. V. Allen moved that the minutes be
approved; Councilman White seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the traffic problem resulting from the business
around the 1000 block of Main Avenue. He stated that he and Mr. Kessinger went
to look at the problem and the side of the street where the driveways had been
blocked, had been painted. He requested that the police check from time to time
and see that the people respect this. He also stated that the people were pleased.
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Councilman Casebolt added that they were still looking into the other side of the
street.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street situation.
Councilman Lilly said that the city crew had dug out the street and found a water
line believed tb have been partially busted. As the crew continued to dig the line
completely busted. Councilman Lilly furltoer stated that the problem was not caused
by the water running off at ground level. Mr. Hayne was called in and in his
opinion it was theeresponsibility of the state.

Councilman Lilly added that the

engineer was going to check with the state engineers and see if we could pin the
responsibility on the State. The Mayor stated that he had talked with the engineer
twice. Mr. Hayne has gotten in touch with Mr. Layman Smith and Mr. Joseph Jones
of the West Virginia Department of Highways. As far as they can determine, there
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is no municipal agreement between the state road commission and the City of Nitro
since 19f?U. They are checking deeper to see if they can find an agreement stating
that the city took over the drain and responsible for its maintenance.

Councilman
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Lilly asked that if it hasn't been turned over to the city, then it would be the
states responsibility. The Mayor said there is a very good possibility..
Councilman Lilly continued that if we could tie it into the main line that it's
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still the states responsibility. Right now our cost to repair the road is $2,5>00
and if the state assumes the responsibility, they will correct this problem for us,
Councilman Allen asked if there had been other areas where the state has done this.
Councilman Lilly stated that there are some in Charleston and they haven't been
turned over, and the state is paying for this. He didn't think that we should
pursue looking for others until we got finished with this one. Before we accept
we should look and see if there are other similar situations within our city.
Councilman Allen asked if this changed since the highway system was changed.
Councilman Lilly said yes. The Mayor stated that we would stay on top of the
problem.
Councilman Keith Priddy reported on the street lights on Bailes Drive. He
said that he checked this and found it quite a distance from the last street light,
Councilman Priddy recommended installing a light on Bailes Drive. He further
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stated that he recommended one across Kapok from the end of Washington Avenue.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that we accept Mr. Priddy's recommendation and
install two lights, one at Bailes Drive and one at Washington and Kapok.
Councilman White seconded the motion; the motion carried unanimously.
Councilman Lilly asked if we were getting any better service of street lights
being out. Councilman Priddy replied that he had seen Mr. McCoy replacing lights
on Park Avenue. Councilman Casebolt stated that he found 3 lights out, which he
reported to the power company, and they fixed them within three days. Councilman
Allen asked if the people could call the power company themselves.
Lilly added that there was pne out where he lives.

Councilman

Councilman Casebolt stated

that the people called the power company but they were ignored. Mayor Gibson
said that he had talked with Mr. Bill Jones, who works out of the St. Albans
office, and he stated that he would do a routine check and maintenance work each
week. Councilman Priddy stated that he must have found out that it was not legal
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for him to stop the service.

Councilman Allen suggested that a light be installed

at 21st Street, toward the wafter shed. The fixtures are there on 21st Street.
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Mayor Gibson added that lights for Brookhaven and also Layne Avenue have been
ordered. Councilman Tidquist asked about a stop light at 19th Street. He added
that a survey was made and wondered whether any information had been received.
Mayor Gibson said that he had talked to Mr. Joseph Jones of the Department of
Highways and gave him many reasons why Nitro needed a traffic light to break the
traffic flow. Mr. Jones assured the Mayor that he would get to work on it.
Councilman Casebolt went on to say that the traffic on ItOth Street, coming from
Brookhaven was jammed and liOth Street on 1st Avenue. He stated that the people of
Nitro wanted these stop lights. Mayor Gibson said that he would get in touch with
Mr. Jones again.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt reported on Ordinance #61. He stated that he would
like to have this tabled until the next council meeting.
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Councilman Paul Hill reported on the purchase or rental of clothing for several
city employees.

Councilman Hill stated that he would like to table his previous

recommendation where it says clothing for the city employees until after March, when
the new budget is drawn up. He further added that he would recommend that council
purchase the rain or foul weather

gear for the city employees. Prom Industrial

Rubber we can purchase on uniform for $lli.60 without the boot. We would need 21
uniforms. At Standard Glove in Duribar we can purchase the uniform at $.75 for the
top and $U.?5 for the bottom, and the boot for $U.00, which comes to $11^.00.
The total amount for the uniforms would be $2?U. Councilman Lilly mada a motion
to purchase the uniforms from Standard Glove. Councilman White seconded the motion.
There was some discussion as to whether the city would retain the uniform. Gene
Williams, Street Superintendent, stated that they would belong to the city.
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All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large, Dr. Allen, reported on the street problem at the corner
of Layne and Boundary Street. Councilman Allen stated that the street has dropped.
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He further added that a lady said that the street didn't drop until after the
heavy equipment came. Councilman Casebolt stated that he talked to people
who live along the street; and when the equipment came, the street started
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sinking. When the street sunk 6" the city was notified, which was about a
year ago in July.

Councilman Casebolt stated that the man withi whom he talked

with, cannot use the front of his house during heavy rains. He furhter added
that it seems the storm sewers are below where the drain comes into the sewer.
The man contacted the contractor, who recognized the problem and he said that he
would take care of it. Eventually the man moved out on this. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he had talked with Gene Williams and he is going to clean out the storm
drains. City Attorney Janes Kessinger asked how long ago did it happen. Councilman
Casebolt said it occurred all last spring; on the corner of Boundary and Layne where Boundary comes out onto Layne. He further added that is has sunk 10" to
a foot, and that the city engineer and Mr. Kessinger should check into this before
they go dig it up. Mr. Kessinger stated that it sounds like a liability suit.
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He added that whoever drove the truck may be liable and that you would have to prove
negligence.
Councilman Paul Hill reported on the truck for the Garbage Dept. Mayor
Gibson stated that the truck is a 196? and owned by Charles Boggess. The truck
was checked out by Gene Williams and the City Mechanic. The price of the truck
is $1,^00. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that we purchase the truck.
Councilman Lilly seconded the motion. All council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he wanted to make two appointments to the Sanitary
Board for a period of three years. He added that he would like to replace William
Curtis Wood by Mr. Douglas F. Bess of 73 North 21 Street, Nitro. He also appointed
Mr. Donald Karnes of 101 Holly Street, Nitro, replacing Mr. Borden Gewin. Councilma
Vernon Casebolt made a motion that we accept the appointments; Councilman Tidquist
seconded the motion - all council voted in favor.
On the Zoning Board of Appeals, the mayor appointed Mr. Cecil Lemma of 1712
17 Street, Nitro, to serve out the term of the late Mr. Grover C. Alderson.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept the appointment} Souncilman Allen
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seconded the motion - All council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson stated that we were trying to get money from HUD, EPA, and from
the state of West Virginia.

The Mayor presented a resolution which needed approval.

The resolution reads as follows:
At a meeting of the City Council held November 7, 1972,
the Mayor of the said City, William D. Gibson was
authorized to proceed immediately with making
applications to all Federal and State Agencies
for the maximum grants available, or to be
available, for the construction of the planned extensions to the sefcjer system and the
construction of secondary sewage treatment
facilities.
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The Mayor was authorized to provide all information and requirements in connection
with said applications.

Mayor
City Clerk
There was some discussion about the letter from Mr. Hayne regarding certain
figures.

Mayor Gibson added that the figures are estimates and in order to get

matching funds, they arrived at these, but are subject to change. A resident
engineer has to be on the job to make sure everything is done right.
is necessary too.
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An inspector

Councilman Allen made a motion that we authorize the Mayor to act

jjnmediately in his efforts to obtain the federal funds by approval of the resolution.
Councilman Casebolt seconded - All council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson brought up the business of selling the old dump truck setting
on Main Avenue. Councilman Priddy questioned whether you can sell the without
advertising.

Councilman Lilly made a motion to sell it for $1^0 to the man who
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wants it. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All voted in favor except
Councilman Priddy, who abstained.
Mayor Gibson told council that he sent a copy of the fly ash ordinance to
Mr. Lyle Sattes and a letter requesting Immediate correction of the situation on
First Avenue. He further added that he had sent a letter to the Penn Central Railroad
requesting them not to block the railroad crossing for long periods in the future.
Councilman Casebolt asked if the Mayor would appoint a committee to study the
priorities for the Federal Revenue Sharing. Councilman Lilly stated that the
priorities should be (1) Fire Department, (2) Maintenance Building for city
equipment, (3) Garbage and trash trucks. The upgrading of our recreation
department was alos added. The Mayor appointed a committee but later it was
decided that the whole council work on this together. Councilman Casebolt made
a recommendation that all council servej Councilman Hill seconded the motion -
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all council voted in favor.
Councilman Hill made a motion to give all city employees Thanksgiving and
Christmas Day off - with pay. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion. There was
some talk about how we would be able to give all firemen and policemen off.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to give as many employees off as possible and
pay the rest double time. Councilman Allen seconded the motion and all Council
voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly suggested the purchase of a new radar unit for the Police
Department at a cost of $1,000. He further added that several other nearby
cities were using this new type. There was discussion about how effective the
radar unit would be and if it could pass court test. Police Chief Johnston stated
that! he thought it would. Councilman Lilly added that it has been to the Supreme
Court. Attorney Janes Kessinger asked if it was the U. S. Supreme Court or the
State.

Councilman Lilly replied, Jfcot in W.V. Councilman Lilly made the motion
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to purchase the radar gun, Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - all council

I

voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt moved the meeting be adjourned. Councilman Tidquist
seconded - all council voted in favor. Reverend Vfestlund gave the closing prayer.

Mayor
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Recorder
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N1TRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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November 21, 1972

I

The regular session of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers November 21, 1972. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayorj
Tom Melton, Recorderj Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilmen Vernon Casebolt, Paul Hill, James White,
Thomas Lilly and City Attorney James Kessinger. Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist was absent.
The meeting was called to order at 8iOO p.m. by the Honorable Mayor Gibson.
Reverend Bill Westlund gave the invocation.
Approval of the Minutes - Councilman White moved that the minutes be approved.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motionj all Council voted in favor.
Councilman Thomas Lilly reported on the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street
situation. He stated that Mr. Hayne is still meeting with the West Virginia
Department of Highways, and the state is checking to find out if the line has
ever been turned over to the city. He fur'ther added that apparently there is
no record showing this. He stated that most likely the state of West Virginia
will assume the responsibility of the situation.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt reported on Ordinance #61. He stated that last
night there was a meeting of the Park Board. He added that one member, Mr. Jim
Jones, attendedj but the others had legitimate reasons for not coming. Councilman
Casebolt further added that Ordinance #61 should be deleted from our records and
a new one drawn up. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded the motion. There was
some discussion about doing away with the Park Board now or letting them serve
throughout the fiscal year, until July 1. Councilman White stated that in the
Park Board meeting last night, the Park Board member wanted a complete over haul
of the Park, and that in his opinion we need a full-time recreation director. He
further added that the removal of Ordinance #61 would be a step in the right
direction. Councilman Priddy asked that if we do away with it before the new
system is ready, what position will this put our Park Board and our Park in.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he let Mr. Jones read the ordinance and he stated .that this had never been obeyed and that he didn't know there was even an Ordinance
jjfcl. He further added that the park Board had never played any part in operation
of the Swimming Pool. Councilman Priddy asked that if we take the ordinance off the
books, and something comes up, who would be the governing body. City Attorney Janes
Kessinger stated that the new ordinance has to be repealed. He further stated that
a new ordinance has to be read twice. It was suggested that Council table this until
a1..meeting is held in an effort to draw up therjaew ordinance. Councilman Casebolt
withdrew his motion and Councilman Lilly withdrew his second. Mr. Kessinger then
explained that he would be willing to meetiwith the Recreation Committee to consider drawing up another ordinance.
Councilman Allen reported on the street problem at the corner of Layne Avenue
and Boundary Street. He stated that he had nothing further to add. Councilman
Casebolt stated that heavy equipment is still going over the street. Councilman
at Large Allen then added that the problem isn't going to get any better and it
will get worse. Councilman Casebolt added that the city engineer should check
this problem out. Mayor Gibson agreed to having the engineer check into the problem.
Jc i Councilman Casebolt reported on the Teen Land vs Fire Station. He stated that
he had talked to Lieutenant King of the Fire Dept. and he said that recently, during
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an emergency, a group of teenagers stood in front of the fire station and the truck
had difficulty getting out. He further suggested that signs be installed stating
no loitering within 100 feet of the fire station. Mayor Gibson asked Sergeant Webb
if he had anything to add. Sergeant Webb stated that an ordinance should be adopted
making it easier for us to enforce the law in this area. Councilman Casebolt stated
that few of the teenagers will walk out in the street and dare you to hit them.
Mr. Kessinger suggested installing No Stopping or Standing Between Signs. Councilman
White asked when the biggest problem was. Sergeant Webb stated during parties and
at night. Mr. Kessinger stated that he would see what he could find out about
being able to park and stand in front of the fire station and that he would report
at the next Council Meeting. Councilman Casebolt asked to have this tabled and
put on the next Council meeting agenda.
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Councilman White asked if there was any development on the stop light. Mayor
Gibson stated that there weBe some state road personnel at the 19th Street entrance
making a check. Councilman Hill added that they were at UOth Street too... Mayor
Gibson stated that he and Chief Johnston were invited to a meeting in Charleston by
the Department of Highways; there they discussed traffic problems throughout the
town.
Councilman Lilly informed the Council that last week in the Street Department
a compressor blew up. He also added that you cannot change the tires on any large
equipment, nor can you service them. He added that the motor does not belong to us
but to someone else and has been used for several years. It was stated that it
would cost $175 to replace it. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to purchase a
compressor for the'Street Department. "Councilman Hill seconded the motion. All
Council voted in favor. Councilman at Large Allen stated that we should repair the
compressor and return it to the man who owns it.
Councilman Casebolt asked about the trash accumulation of the people who aren't
paying their bills. He added that it is punishing the people around them. Mr.
Kessinger read the Municipal Service Fee Ordinance. He then stated that everyone
is violating the ordinance who allows this to happen. Council then discussed the
delinquent accounts, the piling up of garbage, and weeds grown up on vacant lots.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the ordinance which has to do with refrigerators
left outside with the hinges still on was not being obeyed. Councilman Lilly stated
that if they were moved back out after violation notice was given, then it would be
up to the Municipal Judge to decide. Councilman Lilly stated that any property that
you see over-grown with weeds, you should get their name and address and bring it
in. Mr. Kessinger stated that the adjacent owners should know the person(s) name.
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked about the coporated boundaries on 18th St.
Hill area. Mr. Priddy stated that the boundaries were 880 feet from Third Ave. or
the river ridge, which ever is furthest. There was some discussion about the legibility of the city zoning map. It was stated that it is not clear enough to define
the side boundaries. Mr. Kessinger suggested contacting Mr. Burgess and have him
draw up a map on a larger scale, so that we can determine the Zoning Areas.
Sergeant Webb stated that he would like Ordinance 13 changed to pattern that of
the state ordinance regarding resisting arrest or obstructing an officer. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that Council draft a new ordinance. Councilman White seconded
the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Sergeant Webb added that the Dog Ordinance is not clear or strong enough. Councilman Lilly stated that it was like that with most of our ordinances. Mr. Kessinger
recommended that there be an Ordinance Committee to study the ordinances. Mr. Kessinger
further added that most of the ordinances were taken from the state code several
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years ago. Our ordinances were not up dated as the state code was revised.
Sergeant Webb stated that the Police Department felt that they would
rather have a week vacation instead of paid holidays. He added that St. Albans
gets two weeks extra vacation, plus the regular vacation. Councilman Lilly
stated that he would look into it since he was the Chairman of the Police
Committee.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment, Councilman White seconded
the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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December 5, 1972
The regular session of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council Chambers
December 5, 1972. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton,
Recorder} Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, and
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. Councilmen Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, Vernon
Casebolt, James White, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson.
Reverend Harold Goodpaster gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
the minutes be approved; Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT - Councilman Lilly presented a copy of the
financial statement for November along with the daily cash report to Council.
He stated that the new sheet attached indicated the monies received and paid
daily. He further added that this a new approach toward keeping everyone better
informed on our finances; during any given day you may call and see how we
stand financially. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked how come the general
expenses were not broken down to show the expenses. Councilman Lilly added that
he is In the process of setting up a procedure by which two or three hours prior
to the Council Meetings, all bills will be presented to those on the Finance
Committee for approval. He further added that there will be a complete report
made to Council for everything spent. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked
how we would know what expenditures were made. Councilman Lilly stated that if
you look at the disbursements, you can find this. He further added that the
report would be made at the second Council Meeting of the month because of the
time element involved. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy stated that he could not
vote to approve the financial report if it did not show where the expenditures
were made. Councilman Lilly stated that he comes in two hours before each Council
Meeting to go over each check and to make sure that everything is in order.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to approve the Financial Report; Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the motion; All Council voted in favor - with the
exception of Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, who voted against the approval.
Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the first reading repealing Ordinance
Number 61, which reads as follows:
AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL BOARD OF
PARK COMMISSIONERS
BE IT ORDAINED BI THE CHI COUNCIL OF THE CHI OF NITRO s
An Ordinance to create a Board of Park
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Commissioners, for the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, Pursuant to the Authority of
Article lii, Chapter 91, Acts of the Legislature
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of V£st Virginia, as amended and defining
the purpose and duties of such Board,
recorded as Ordinance enacted on the 16th
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day of April, 19U6, be and the same is
hereby repealed.

William D. Qibaon, Mayor

Tom Melton, Recorder
Councilman Casebolt stated that the second reading would be at the next Council
Meeting. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept the first reading
of the ordinance; Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on TeenLand vs Fire Station. He stated that
some teenagers will stand in the middle of the road and dare you to hit them.
He added that this is also true during emergencies; Fire Chief Rawlings agreed
with Mr. Casebolt. Councilman Casebolt further added that he would like to
have signs put up to give the Police something to act upon. Chief Johnston
stated that they tried putting up copies of the Ordinance at TeenLand but they
were torn down. Councilman Casebolt stated that the ordinance should either be
enforced or we should post signs. There was some discussion among Council as to
where to put the signs and the legality of parking near the fire station. It
was decided that Council would look into this and perhaps request it on the
agenda for the first Council Meeting in January.
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Councilman Lilly reported on the street problem at the corner of Boundary
Street and Layne Avenue. He stated that the City Engineer is to check the
problem out this week. The engineer will determine whether the city can solve
it or if it's the contractor's fault. He further added that he should be able
to report at the next Council Meeting. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated
that there had been another complaint; but from another person. Councilman
Lilly stated that we have until next spring to file suit against the contractor
if it is documented that it is the contractor's fault or responsibility.
Mr. Casebolt reported on the purchase of a new fire truck. He stated that
he would like permission to advertise bids for a new fire truck. He added that
the firemen have specifications. Councilman Casebolt then read the specifications
which reads as follows:
1). C-900 Ford or equivalent
2). Tilt cab, power steering, and straight air brakes
3). 1000 GPM Midship pump or equivalent
U). 1000 Gallon capacity tank
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5). Nothing fancy—want side compartments
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6). 1^00 ft. of 2V hose
7). 600 ft. of I2g" hose

8). 2 high pressure reels (shut-off)
9). 1 Mounted $00 QPM deluge gun
10). All equipment required by the Rating Bureau
11). Fiberglass ladders
12). 2 New Scot - Air Pacs
13). Foam applicator - in line by pass eductor
Hi). Electronic Siren
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Captain Rawlings, Fire Chief of the Nitro Fire Department, stated that they
have had dealings with Mr. Finley and they are well satisfied with his work
and prompt service. Councilman Casebolt stated that Mr. Finley would get a
chance to bid on the fire truck. It was discussed among Council as to whether
the truck should be gasoline powered or diesel. Councilman Lilly stated that
the cost of the truck should not exceed $UO,000. Councilman Casebolt stated
that he would have a complete cost sheet by the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked when the road is going to be repaired
where it is being raised at the Watershed Project. Mayor Gibson stated that
Mr. Abbott of the State Department of Highways met along with other people
connected with the Watershed Project. The meeting was held four or five days
ago. He further added that the Department of Highways will not accept the
road in its present condition and that Mr. Hoffman has been notified by both
Mr. Abbott and myself (Mayor). Councilman at Large Allen stated that the
people living up the hollow are suffering the most. Mayor Gibson stated that
there are a lot of loose ends which need to be tied together. He further
stated that unless Council forces him, he may be a little reluctant to sign
anymore checks. Councilman Lilly stated that we have already spent $23,?U5.90
of the City' s money out of this budget, and that he would be reluctant to send
out anymore checks until this matter is taken care of. Councilman at Large
Allen further added that people were dumping trash above the area where the road
is being raised, at the Watereshed. It was discussed as to where the City
limit boundary line was. Mayor Gibson stated that he had requested a map from
the Regional Development Authority, to help determine where the boundary line is.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked Council how far you have to take a
Sanitary Sewer from the main line. Mayor Gibson stated that the City Ordinance
may be in conflict with the Public Commission. Mayor Gibson added that we would
go by the City Ordinance. Councilman at Large Priddy asked whose responsibility
it was to locate the line. Mr. Kessinger stated that it was the responsibility
of the City. Mayor Gibson stated that the Sanitary men have a map that shows
where the main line is, but there is another line located where the old bowling
alley once was located. He further added that Donald Hoover, a master plumber
for St. Albans and Nitro, had been called in. Mr. Hoover stated that there was
a line and that it is on the property in question. After a long discussion
as to whose responsibility it was to locate the line and how ordinance might
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differ from the Public Service Commission, Mr. Kessinger stated that if the
man •would call him, he would determine which party should run the line.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the garbage is still getting higher and
higher at a certain man's house. Councilman White asked if the letter of
warning had been sent out since the last Council Meeting. Mayor Gibson stated
that no address was given to him. Mayor Gibson further added that two people
had been brought to court for ordinance violations, and they both paid fines.

I

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist requested that the bump on Broadway
Avenue be repaired, as cars go over the bump at night and some people can't
sleep. Mayor Gibson stated that Gene Williams, Street Superintendent, would
take care of it.
Councilman Lilly complimented Tom Melton, City Recorder, for doing a
fine job in changing from one financial record keeping system to another.
He further added that he would like to thank whoever was responsible for the
tremendous improvement in the appearance of the Nitro Taxi Stand Business, 1
must say that we are truly making progress.
Councilman Hill requested that the Traffic Committee study the situation
at Bank Street and 20th Street in front of Marre Jewelry. He recommended that
there be a No Left Turn sign posted there. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
assign this to the Traffic Committee and request a report at the next Council
Meeting. Councilman Hill further added that it is hard to get out of the side
streets on the Nitro side of the Nitro - St. Albans Bridge. Councilman Lilly
stated that he lived nearby and he had talked to some State Government personnel
and there is a possibility that something may be done in the future. He further
added that the Traffic Committee could check into this. Brought into discussion
by Councilman Paul Hill,'Council further discussed the problem of people holding
up traffic to cross over the double line to pull in at Cohen's and other stores
along 1st Avenue. Mayor Gibson stated that each Councilman should look into the
situation and try to come up with a solution. He added that this could either
be brought up at the next Council Meeting, or perhaps put on the agenda.
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Councilman White stated that there is a new road in Brookhaven called
Barrington Road, which needs a street sign, a stop sign or a yield sign, and
a street light. Mayor Gibson stated that there was a need for concern and
suggested that the Street Sign Committee make a study with a recommendation.
Councilman White made a motion to put a street light at the corner of Barrington
Road and Brentwood Circle. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that he attended a meeting in Mayor Hut chin son's
office along with the Mayors from other nearby communities. The meeting was about
erecting a million dollar plant to go in at the Union Carbide Institute Plant at
Union Carbide's expense. The nearby towns will be asked to have their garbage
hauled there where it win be turned into gases. The residue from the garbage will
then be used to make cinder blocks, building or repairing of roads, etc. Union
Carbide has also promised the municipalities the- residue at no expense to them
while the experiment is being made. Mayor Gibson also presented a rough draft
of a contract which Union Carbide may at a later time want to negotiate with the
various municipalities. Mayor Gibson requested the blessings of the Council on
this matter; all Oouncilmen seemed to be receptive to the request of Union Carbide
in their endeavor.
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Chief Rawlings of the Nitro Fire Department, stated that as of December 29
he will have completed 20 years of service and that he would like to retire January
31, 1972. He further added that there would be enough time to give the three
civil service tests, if and when we desired. One would be for an incoming
fireman, one for a fireman to become a lieutenant, and onr for a lieutenant to
become the Chief of the Fire Department. Mayor Gibson stated that Chief Rawlings
has done a wonderful job as fire chief and that he was sorry to see him leave the
Fire Department.
Council also stated that the Christmas Decorations, which Mrs. Frazier had
made, were very pretty and they added to the appearance of City Hall.
Council decided not to miss a Council Meeting for the holidays. The next
regular Council Meeting will be Tuesday, December 19, 1972 at 8:00 p.m.
Before the adjournment of the Council Meeting, Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist extended his thanks from the Marshall and Tidquist families, for the
sympathies extended and the flowers which were sent during the recent death of
his sister.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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December 19, 1972
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council Chambers
December 19, 1972. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Meltonj
Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
and Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. Councilmen Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, James
White, Vernon Casebolt, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William D. Gibson.
Father Beyer gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Councilman James White moved that the minutes of the last
meeting be approved - Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion; All Council voted in
favor.
FINANCIAL REPORT - Councilman Lilly informed Council of the November disbursements.
He further added that we were in good shape financially. Council had a short discussion before the Council Meeting in which Councilman Lilly went over the Financial
Report and explained it to Council.
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Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the second reading repealing Ordinance #61.
Councilman Lilly made a motion to accept the second reading of the Ordinance.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly reported on the street problem at the corner of Kanawha Avenue
and Dogwood Street. He stated that the engineer said that the State of West Virginia
would assume the responsibility of repairing the situation. Mayor Gibson stated that
the State would want the City to sign an agreement whereas, in the future we would be
responsible for any and all maintenance work that may be done in connection with the
storm drain pipe. He further added that the West Virginia Department of Highways
promised Mr. Robert Hayne, Engineer, that they will get to work as soon as possible.
There was some discussion among Council as to whether to fill the hole up with gravel
or not. Mayor Gibson stated that he would contact the Department of Highways before
we put gravel in the hole. He added that this is a hazard and he doesn't like to see
it left opened.
Councilman Lilly reported on the street problem at the corner of Boundary Street
and Layne Avenue. He stated that the City Engineer looked at the hole and concluded
that the earth under one of the slabs was not compacted enough, but it is settled now
and it just needs some asphalt poured to even it out. Councilman Casebolt stated
that if we blacktop the road it would last only temporarily if the trucks were still
allowed to go over it. He further added that he would like to recommend that a
weight limit sign be posted. Mayor Gibson stated that in the engineer's opinion we
could not fall back on the contractor if there was no weight limit sign there originally,
Mayor Gibson further added that heavy trucks would normally drive on a cement street,
unless there was a weight limit sign which prohibited doing so. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he would like for Mr. Kessinger to draw up an ordinance and bring it to
the January 2 Council Meeting. He added that the sign should be put at Boundary Street
and Layne Avenue. Mr. Kessinger stated that Council would have to decide what the
weight limit should be. Councilman Lilly asked if anyone from the City had talked
to the contractor. Councilman Casebolt stated that to his knowledge no one but the
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neighbors in that area. He further added that he thought this would be a
good approach. Councilman Lilly added that the filling and leveling off of the
road should not cause anymore problems. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked
whether the engineer had talked to the lady on the corner who stuck her broom
handle down the hole. Mayor Gibson informed Council that he and Mr. Hayne had
been invited inside the Bartoe residence and talked with Mrs. Bartoe, but she did
not mention this. Councilman Lilly stated that the drains were not impaired and
that there was no sign that a problem of this type existed. Mayor Gibson stated
that we should try and do a good job there in the direction of making repairs and
if the problem comes up again, we shall attack it again. It was decided that
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist should contact Mr. Hall, the contractor, and that
the Mayor would accompany Mr. Tidquist on the visit. Councilman at Large Dr. R. 7.
Allen stated that we should check this hole out before we go any further. Mayor
Gibson requested that Mr. Williams remove the previous asphalt repair and check
to see if a void exist underneath.
Mr. Sam Lee, Principal at Nitro Junior High School, informed Council about the
Financial condition of the Community School Program and outlined the purposes of the
School. He stated that they have earned money through house to house solicitations,
donations from the Jaycee's, Woman's Club, and the Nitro City Council. They also
had a Carnival and a Spaghetti Dinner. He added that in all they have collected
$3,25>0 since July. He added that in registration they collected $700. He further
stated that the payroll is $1,250, which puts the School $500 in the hole. There
is $1,700 in the account this evening, but we owe instructors $1,25>0. >fe have
$U50 after we pay what we owe. He added that the next session is scheduled to start
January 9. Mr. Lee stated that there are four different activities going on at
the Junior High on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, they are as follows:
1). COMMUNITY SCHOOLS - Supported by donations, solicitations, etc.
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2). ADULT EDUCATION - Kanawha County pays for the program and puts it on.
All they use is the building.
3). GED - GENERAL EDUCATION DEGREEj Twenty-five men and women come in to
complete their high school education and receive their diplomas.
U). TUTORIAL PROGRAM - People such as chemists, college students, and
professors come in to teach children in grade school, junior, and
senior highs.
Mr. Lee also informed Council how the funds were drained outj such as, free nursery,
the Den or recreation room, the supply of basketballs, springs for the trampoline,
and the money to pay the instructors. Some people from the Nitro - St. Albans area
came to tell how the Community School has helped them. Father Beyer stated that
each member takes turn in doing things for the Community School. He suggested that
Council come to the Advisory Board Meetings. Mayor Gibson thanked all of the people
who came out in behalf of the Community School Program. He stated that he hoped to
be able to help more in the future. Councilman White stated that he appreciated
what the Community School had done and that he would like to see it continued.
He further added that he would like for Cotmcil to give as much financial support
as possible to Community School. Councilman White made a motion that Council make
a donation of $500. Councilman at Large Priddy asked how we stand financially.
Councilman Lilly stated that they would try and work the Community School in somehow
on next years budget. Councilman White withdrew his motion. Councilman Lilly
suggested that a Committee be organized to study this and perhaps put on the agenda
for the next Council Meeting. Father Beyer and Mr. Lee both agreed that this would
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give them something more to work with. Father Beyer also said, "If the Community
School should for some reason fail, the i«2.nisterial Association would be after the
City for a Community type building." Msyor Gibson appointed Councilman White
Chairman of the Committee snd stated that he could pick anyone he wanted as members
to serve. He added that Councilman White may wish to talk with Mr. Lee and gather
more facts.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the purchase of a new fire truck. He stated
that at the last Council Meeting he had asked permission to submit bids for a new
fire truck. He added that the specifications had been typed up and that he had
given one to Chief Rawlings, of the Nitro Fire Department. Chief Rawlings stated
that he had gotten in touch with the Finley Fire Equipment Company!. He then
introduced Mr. Bryan Boggs, a representative for the Company. CounciLaan Hill
asked Mr. Boggs about how well the diesel truck started after being coldj and if it
w
would benefit the City to purchase the diesel type truck. Mr. Boggs replied that the
d^esel was no harder to start than the gasoline operated truck. He added that the
filtering system is similar to the oil filter in a car. Councilman White asked
Mr. Boggs what the starting time was for a diesel truck. Mr. Boggs stated that it
was usually quicker. If the truck is left out in the cold it takes a little longer.
Councilman Casebolt stated that another representative told him that the maintenance
work on a diesel truck would be a savings to the City. He added that in the future
the tubes might clog up - in about 36 months. Mr. Boggs stated that you have to
take out the tubes and clean them just like you do spark plugs. Councilman Lilly
asked if all the emergency equipment was operated everyday. Chief Rawlings stated
that everything is started every morning,, and the portable equipment is started
every Saturday. Councilman Hill asked if we had any qualified mechanics to service
the diesel truck. Mr. Williams stated that the present mechanic could service the
truck. Mr. Boggs stated that there was very little difference in the operation of
the diesel truck and that there was very little training involved in order to be able
to operate a diesel. Councilman Casebolt stated that be would like permission from
Council to advertise for bids. Councilman Lilly asked if the specifications in the
minutes were the same as the ones he wanted now. Councilman Casebolt stated that
they were the same except that they would like a factory installed radio communication
system. Mr. Boggs stated that we wouldn't get what we wanted because normally
specification sheets were 20 typewritten pages. He added that any company would sit
down and help you with the specifications. Councilman White asked how long it would
take to get the fire truck. Chief Rawlings stated that it would take about 200 days.
There was some discussion among Council as to the large amount of work which had to
be completed before making a final decision. Councilman at Large Allen stated that
the Fire Committee should get together on this and we should get a fire equipment
company to help us. He added that the West Virginia Rating Bureau would probably
help us. He added that the Fire Mar shall would help us too. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he would like this to be put on the agenda for the next Council Meeting.
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Councilman at Large Allen reported on the Traffic Problem at Bank Street and
20th Street. He stated that he and Councilman at Large Tidquist watched the traffic
there and stated that if there were to be a No Left Turn sign there it would bring
all of the traffic coming from Bank Street at Marrs Jewlry onto 1st Avenue, which
would be what we want to avoid. He suggested that we leave the situation as it stands.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that you would be putting the problem from one
area to another.
Councilman at Large Allen reported on th» traffic congestion resulting from
the crossing of the double line on 1st Avenue. He stated that there were many
violations of the law on 1st Avenue; such as, backing out of the business, and

390
crossing the double line to park in front of the businesses. He added however,
that in 1% hours he found about 100 cars backing out onto the highway. Councilman
Casebolt stated that anywhere there is angle parking you have to back out onto
the highway to get out. Chief Rawlings stated that to his knowledge there has
never been a fatality there. He added that the people who live around Nitro know
to watch out for cars backing out, but it's the strangers that you have to watch for.
He further added that if a "Caution" sign of some type were installed, it may help.
Mayor Gibson suggested that this be left in the committee for another two weeks.
Mr. Kessinger stated that it is just more convenient to turn left across the double
line, but it is not impossible to go around the block.
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Councilman White reported on the street sign at the intersection of (A) Brentwood
Circle (B) Street sign at Barrington Road. He stated that he has talked to members
of the Street Sign Committee; and they agree that this should be tabled until the
next Council Meeting, so that a cost estimate can be made and we can see how many
signs are needed.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Nitro Police Civil Service Commission dated
December 16, 1972; which is attached and is to be a part of the minutes. Mayor
Gibson stated that he recommended that Patrolman Walters be promoted to Sergeant.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept Mayor Gibson's request. Councilman
Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson read a letter regarding sewers, dated December 12, 1972, which he
received from Mr. Robert Hayne who is with the Appalachian Engineers, Inc. The letter
is attached and is to be a part of the minutes.
Mayor Gibson read a letter regarding sewers dated December 11, 1972, to Mr.
Bruce Crawford of the Department of Housing and Urban Development from Mr. Fred B.
Grant. The letter is attached and is to be part of the minutes. Mayor Gibson added
that he has re submitted an application for money from HUD. He further added that
EPA has made a fairly definite promise that they will come through with a federal
grant in the future. He added that Governor Moore has listed Nitro as being in
the top sixteen out of thirty-two municipalities being considered for the State share
of matching money.
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Mayor Gibson stated that 95% of the work recently done inside City Hall had
been done by the City Employees. He added that approximately $200 had been fspent
toward their wages. He further stated that a few gallons of paint had been donated
but theTest was purchased by the City. The Kanawha County Court sent down nine
men who worked two weeks cutting brush and did the painting at no cost to the City.
Mayor Gibson encouraged all present to tour City Hall,.
Mayor Gibson stated that he attended a meeting at 10:00 Saturday morning with
Mayor Ramsey of St. Albans and Msyor Poe of South Charleston. They discussed the
various dog problems in their cities. He added that the next meeting is scheduled
for January 11, 1973, at Mayor Thumra's office. The meeting will also include the
Chairmen of the various committees from each city. He further stated that at the
meeting they will try to come up with a workable program on dog problems. The various
Mayors desire an ordinance which will be uniform in all four municipalities.
Councilman Hill stated that he would like the purchase of a new garbage truck
to be put on the January 2 agenda. He added that he had received the specifications
and what we would want on the truck. He further added that he had information from
J. D. Moore of Cross Lanes; and that Stewart Equipment gave specifications to him
and they will send the specifications to J. D. Moore or any place that we want.
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NITHC POLICE CIVLI SERVICE CO?'M.:SIOK
DECEMBER ]6 1972

THE NITRO POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION , UPON A RECEIPT OF A.
LETTER FROM THE CITY OF NITRO, REQUESTING AN EXAMINATION FOR SERGENT ,
DID ON THE lo th DAY OF DECEMBFR, GIVE THE EXAK TO PATROLMAN DAVID A..
WALTERS.

PATROLJV1AN WALT RS, HAS COMPLETED POLICE TRAINING SCHOOL AT THE
STATE POLICE ACMJEMY AND R<\.P THE REQUIRED TWO YEARS OF SERVICE AS
A PATROLMAN.
PATROLMAN WALTERS WAS GIVEN A COMBINATION TEST, CONSISTI!-,G OF
WRITTEN ANSWERS AND MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS. HE .SCORED VERY HIGH
ON THE QUESTIONS AND SHOWED CONSIDERABLE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS JOB.
TiiE POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COM-TTSSION RECOMMENDS THAT HE BE
PKCHCTED TC SEHGETcT 'JID COl^Iir^iTED FOR CCJ^LETIEG TKE : POLICE SC'iOOL.

<7 ""

APPALACHIAN

ENGINEERS.

INC,

301 OTT BUILDING - 215 DUNBAR STREET
CHARLESTON, WEST V I R G I N I A
2s30i
3OA

343-8211

December \2, 1972

Mayor William D. Gibson
NitroCityHall
Nitro, West Virginia
Dear Mayor Gibson:
This is to acknowledge receipt of a copy of a letter to you from
Jack Whiting regarding submitting preliminary applications to HUD for Sewer
Facility Grants. You will recall that we did submit an SF-IOI to HUD last
August, and this application was turned down by HUD at that time with a
suggestion that it be resubmitted at a later date.
We will prepare a resubmission of the SF-IOI to meet the May I, 1973
deadline as set out in Mr. Whiting's letter. We have all of the necessary
information in our file for the preparation of the preliminary application.
Very truly yours,

Robert Y. Hayne
RYH:lh
cc: Mr. Jack Whiting
Mr. R. R. Anderson
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Mr. Kessinger stated that the normal procedure would be for the City to advertise
that they are accepting bids, the Recorder win have the specifications-here at
City Hall where they can be picked up. There was some discussion among Council about
going to other communities to find out the faults if any on their garbage trucks.
Mayor Gibson added that it is best to try these trucks out and was of the opinion
that most companies would allow you to do this.
Councilman Lilly informed Council that special levy forms have been sent to us.
These have to be filled out by January 30, 1973. He added that the amound which needs
to be budgeted is $130,62lt. Councilman Lilly added that he would like to recommend
that Council hold a public meeting at the Nitro Junior High School Auditorium. He
further stated that he would like for Council to work with the Kanawha Valley Leader
in informing the public of what we will be doing with the Revenue Sharing monies.
Councilman Lilly added that we have a set of rules for the first check, a set for
the second, and the later rules apply for the next four years. Council discussed
whether the people would be better informed at a meeting or by the newspaper.
Mayor Gibson favored a public meeting and stated that the meeting should be held
early in January. He added that Councilman Lilly would be the Chairman to spearhead the details of the meeting. ALL Conn oilmen agreed that this was the proper
approach.
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Councilman Casebolt handed copies of the ammendment to Ordinance #163 to Council.
He stated that we are not collecting the fees from all of the residents in Nitro.
Councilman Casebolt informed Council about the paragraphs which he wanted changed.
Mr. Kessinger stated that the Ordinance was alright, but that it needed to be
enforced.
Council' discussed the Ordinance from St. Albans regarding the 1969 edition of
the Southern Standard Building Code which they adopted November 1, 1971. Counciliaan
Lilly suggested that a committee be formed and Councilman Casebolt be made Chairman.
He added that he should report to Council at the next Council Meeting and make a
recommendation. Councilman at Large Allen moved that the meeting be adjourned.
Councilman TuJhite seconded - All Council voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL
MEETING

January 2, 1973

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in Council Chambers
January 2, 1973. Those present, were: William I), Gibson, May or j Tora Melton,
Recorder. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
and Councilman at Large Dr. P.. V. Allen. Councilmen Paul Hill, James White,
Vernon Casebolt, Thomas Lilly, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
The Honorable Mayor Gibson called the meeting order. Reverend James Arbogaat
gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF iffiiUIES - Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a notion that the minutes
of the last^meeting be approved. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
FINANCIAL REPORT - Councilman Lilly read from the daily cash sheet. He informed
Council of the Bank Balance. Fe added that we are in reasonably good shape financially
in starting off the new year.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the proposed purchase of a new fire truck.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he had called the Rating Bureau and asked them to
help us in setting up our specifications. He added that a letter had been sent to
the National Fire Protectors Association requesting a painphlet on fire equipment.
He further added that tMs is what we will draw our specifications from.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported on the Traffic congestion resulting from
crossing the double line. TIe stated that his recommendation would be to have this
tabled, because all -*.t requires is the enforcement of the state law. .iayor Gibson
asked if the r* retaliation of three signs erected in cert-sin ar-eas encouraging people
not to "back 'out on tha double line would help. Counci Irian ?.t Large Allen st-ated fi^t
the only violation he s^r was the crossing of the double lir.p to 73 ir.to the parking
lot beside Brook's Flower Shop, He added that ws should take oui' the double line there.
It '"fa-5 <*£. scussed among Council ; s to whether an Ordinance was needed stating that
people should park on the right side of the street only. Council decided that there
T T"« r.o great problem now, since th.3 Christmas traffic was over.
Councilman Case bolt
aiade a motion to accept Councilman, at Large Dr. Allen's recommendation for a table.
iTiari VJhite seconded the notion - All Council voted ii: favor.
Counciloian Paul Kill reported on th« purchase of tvo new garbage trucks. He had
in a rough draft form, a list showing detailed information compiled as to the various
proposed specifications. Councilman Hill made a motion that advertising for sealed
bids be iua-le on two new garbage trucks. He added that the specifications would be
at City Hall. Councilman Casebolt sec ad s motion to accept Couacili&ari Hill's recommendations. Gcuiicilioan at Large Allen asked to see the specifications. - He added that
we want to make sure the truck will suit the City's needs. He asked Councilman Hill
how big of a packer we would need. Councilffian Hill recoiffiiiended 23 yards, i-feyor Gibson
stated that he talked- fo tfr, Williaias, the Strset Superintendent, and he was of the
opinion that a 27 yard packer would be hard for the drivers to roaneuver in and. out of
alleys, "curicilraan at Largs Allen said he was on the Committee and it had not been
discussed with him. Councilman Hill said it had been discussed in the informal Round
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Table Discussion Saturday. Mayor Gibson reminded Council that the motion had been
seconded. All Council voted in favor except Councilman at Large Tidquist and Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen -who voted no.
Councilman Lilly talked to Council about Revenue Sharing. He stated that there
would be a public meeting at the Nitro Junior High School Auditorium on Friday, January
12 at 7:00 p.ai. The purpose of tjae iiseting is to inform the public 01* P.evenue Sharing
and give the public a chance to ask questions. He added that a detailed report has
to be at the Tax Department by January 31, 1973. Mayor Gibson requested that all
CouncLinen participate if posaible.
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Councilman Casebolt reported on the new Building Code Ordinance. He stated that
this had been talked about during the Informal Round Table Discussion and he would
like this and the plumbing code put in a Committee and report back to Council the
first Council Meeting in February.
Councilman Lilly stated that he had the specification sheet for a new l-blice Cruiser
to replace one we currently have. In. the budget we have funds allotted for one Police
Cruiser for this fiscal year. He added that the specifications were taken from the
last specification sheet when the City purchased a Police Cruiser. .Mayor Gibson requested that a photo copy of the specifications be made and passed out to each Councilmanj
i-fayor Gibson's request was fulfilled. Councilman Lilly made a recommendation that the
City replace the Police Cruiser. Councilman at Large Allen asked if any consideration
Tfas taken to purchase from the State as they buy their cars. He informed Council
that purchasing through the State was how the City got the Dodge. He added that it
*
was a saving to the City in purchasing the cruiser this way. Councilman Lilly said
this avenue had not been explored. Ifeyor Gibson suggested that this be put into a
Committee for further study until the next Council Jfeeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist suggested that the No Right Turn sign on Plant Road
either be covered or taken down. He added that it may help relieve the traffic
congestion on Plant Road and particularly when there is a train on the track. He
added that a person who lives on Park Avenue or who lives in that area have to go
through the traffic on Plant Road onto First Avenue and go down West llth Street to
get home. It was discussed among Council as to the time the schools let out and the
amount of traffic which would be driving through Park Avenue. Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that the No.Right Turn sign should either be enforced all the tj*» or
taken down, Mayor Gibson stated that both Councilman at Large Priddy and Councilman
at Lar^e Tidquist live in that area and should be in a good position to know how the
people feel about this. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept Councilman at
Large Tidquist's recommendation. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor except Councilman Hill who was opposed.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that there is a dip on the 800 or 900 block
of Washington which may cause a motorist to lose control of his car if he goes over
it very fast. Councilman Lilly stated that it has not been determined whether the
problem is ours to fix or the states. I-fayor Gibson suggested that this be put in
the Street Committee. Mayor Gibson informed Council that they had tried recently
to buy some hot asphalt, but they were unable to get it. The Mayor advised that
he did not intend to neglect the needed street repairs. Councilman Thomas Lilly
stated that we have a very limited amount of equipment for use in the area of
repairing streets. A pick arid a few shovels is just about all that we have.
Councilman Lilly said we needed to consider supplying the Department with equipment
such as a suitable air compressor, jackhaumer, a roller, a salt spreader, and other
essential items. Councilman Lilly estimated that $7,000 to $9,009 should be set
aside in-the next budget for this much needed equipment. Councilman Lilly also
asked that each Councilman check every street in his ward as to repairs or maintenance
needed and a log book on streets needing repairs be kept at the City Hall,
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Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that on Kanawha Avenue the people have to
park on either side of the street, -which makes it hard to get through. He suggested
that Ivy Street be paved or graveled in order to have an access road in case of an
emergency. Councilman Lilly suggested that the road be made two feet wider. Mayor
Gibson suggested that this be put in the same committee.
Councilman Caaebolt stated that where Ivy Street crosses Washington Avenue
there are large holes in the road which need to be filled.
Councilman Casebolt stated that cars are parking on the 1000 block of Main
Avenue again. He added that the Zoning Ordinance states that there has to be
one parking space for every four seats. The people who go into the place are
blocking driveways in that area. Councilman Casebolt stated that the owners are
being warned and asked to move their cars instead of receiving a ticket. The cars
are moved but they are back the next night. Mayor Gibson stated that he had no
knowledge of this and would discuss the matter with the Police Department.
Councilman Casebolt stated that a Street light is needed on the corner of
Dupont Avenue and Fir Street. He added that some boys in that area are trying to
break into houses, Councilman, at Large Allen said that two houses were recently
robbed on his street. i'feyor Gibson requested that Councilman at Large Priddy,
Chairman of the Street Light Committee investigate the problem and further requested
that Mr. Priddy contact Appalachian Power Company regarding a City wide survey
in an effort to up-grade all of the lights throughout.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he has been contacted by persons concerning
a building being erected on a lot behind Ben Franklin Store. Mayor "Idlian
Q£6«6:n stated that he is going by the City Ordinance and he has given a copy of the
Ordinance to the property owner. Mayor Gibson stated that there is a line on the man's
property. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he didn't know if the line was
adequate and the age of the line i« involved too. Mayor Gibson stated that he has
talked with two master plumbers, the backhoe operator who dug the foundation, and one
other person who stated that they saw a line there on the property. Mayor Gibson further
said that the property owner was only surmissing this and needed to explore it further.
Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, stated that this is a problem of the Sanitary Board, not
the City Council.
Mayor Gibson appointed Kr. James White to the Zoning and Planning Commission,
replacing former Councilaan E. L, Goodwin.
Councilman at Large Allan made a motion for adjournment. Councilman Casebolt
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Mayor
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Nitro City Council Meeting
January 16, 1973

The regular session of the Nitro City Council was held January 16, 1973. Those
present were: William D* Gibson, Mayor; Tom Helton, City Recorder; Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, and Councilman at Large Keith
Friddy. Councilmen Paul Hill, James White, Thomas Lilly, Vernon Casebolt, and City
Attorney James Kesslnger. Reverend James Arbogast gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Councilman James White moved that the minutes of the last
Council Meeting be approved. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
STATEMENT

APPROVAL OF FIHANG3AL •' V Y - Councilman Lilly stated that every Councilman had
a copy of the December financial report. He further stated that the Finance Committee
recommended that the December Financial Report be approved; and made a motion to accept
the report. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor*
Councilman Casebolt reported on the purchase of a new fire truck. He stated that
he had talked with some people at the St. Albans Fire Department and that the Fire
Department Committee is well pleased with their Fire truck. He passed out two different
specification sheets to Council and requested that Council look over them until the
next Council Meeting, when a decision can be made on the two. He added that a cover
letter will be added requesting bids for both a diesel and gasoline powered truck.
Councilman Hill reported on the purchase of two new garbage trucks. He stated
that a detailed list of the specifications have gone out to various companies and
that bids win be accepted until 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 6, 1973. It was discussed
among Council if there was a certain length of time which you had to advertise. Mr.
Kessinger, City Attorney, stated that there was no length of time required.
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Councilman Lilly reported on the purchase of a new Police Cruiser. He stated that
he would like this tabled until the next Council Meeting. Mr. Lilly added that he
talked with the State Police and they felt that a purchase for new State Police Cruisers
would be made soon.
Councilman at Large Priddy reported on the up-grading of the City street lights.
He stated that a request has been made for the Applachian Power Co. to do a survey and
as soon as it is completed, recommendations will be made to Council.
Councilman Lilly reported on the street problem in the $00 or 900 block of Washington Avenue. He stated that the problem is where Ivy Street meets Kanawha Avenue.
He added that 15 years ago, the West Virginia Department of Highways put in a storm
sswer and the problem is almost identical to the problem at the corner of Kanawha Avenue
and Dogwood Street. He recommended that the City Engineer check out the problem and
make sure the storm sewer belongs to the State. Mayor Gibson stated that the engineer
was in earlier and will check into the problem and report back in the near future^
Councilman Lilly reported on the up-grading of Ivy Street. He stated that Ivy
Street doesn't appear to be a street or an alley, but a large space between houses.
This space was developed back when the other streets were paved and the houses were
built. He recommended that this be put in a conmittee to decide whether to pave the
street or build houses there.
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Mayor Gibson passed out copies of the special levy sheets for the first reading.
He stated that the levy will expire June 30, 1973. He added that the City cannot
operate to the fullest and provide prompt efficient service that toe people want and

need without c en tinning the levy. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
the first reading >be approved; Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor. Mayor Gibson informed Council that the voting machines are available
for the election* Mayor Gibson further informed Council that this Special Levy
is voted on by the Citizens every three (3) years and pointed out it is a continuation of our present rate. The notice of the Special Election for additional
Municipal Levy was read for the first reading.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTERS OF NHBD, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE

That a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro
State of West Virginia, held on the

._

day of January,

1973, the following order was made and entered of record.

TO-WZTz';

The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that
the maximum levies for current expenses authorized by Article B,
Chapter 11 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, will not provide sufficient funds for the payment of the current expenses of the
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City of Nitro, including expenditures for the purposed hereinafter
set forth, and that an election should be held to increase such levies under the provisions of Section 16, Article.8, Chapter 11 of
the Code of West Virginia, as amended, it is hereby ordered:
1. That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is
as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages

Library
Fire Hydrant Rental
Additional Recreation
2. That the approximate amount for each purpose is as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs, $6,000.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three (3) years.
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Parks and Recreation, $6,500.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three (3) years.

I

Firmen's W&ges, $3.000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three (3) years.
Additional Street Lighting, $U,000.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three (3) years.
Policemen's Wages, $9,500.00 for each fiscal year for
period of three (3) years.
Library, $2,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three (3) years.
Fire Hydrant Rental, $1,000.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three (3) years.
Additional Recreation, $3,88U.OO for each fiscal year
for a period of three (3) years.
3. That the total approximate amount for said purpose or
purposes if $36,38U.OO for each fiscal year for a period
o

of three years.
U. That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of each
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class of taxable property within the municipality of Nitro
is as follows:
Class I,&g$kft£/°8uss II, $10,320,379.00j Class IV,
$10,563,30U.OOj Aggregate, $22,673,1*83.00.
5. That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on
each class of prpperty is as follows: Class I, $6.25; Class
II, $12.05j Class IV, $.25.
6. That the proposed years to which the additional levy shall
apply are the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1973, July 1,
197U, and July 1, 1975.
' 7 . That the question of such additional levy shall be submitted
to vote at a special election, to be held on the

day of

I

_

1973.

8. That the notice calling such election shall be given by the
publication of this order at least once each week for two

QQQ
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successive weeks before said election, within fourteen
consecutive days next preceding the election, in the
Kanawfaa Valley Leader, a newspaper of general circulation
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in the City of Nitro. Printed copies of this order shall
also be posted at each place of voting at Deaast ten days
before said election. All of the provisions of the laws
concerning General Election shall apply as far as practicable, except that a separate ballot shall be used at
such election when held in connection with any other
election.
9. That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in the
form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT

I

CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election to authorize additional levies for the Fiscal
Tears beginning July 1, 1973) July 1, 197U) and July 1, 1975j for the
following purposes and in the approximate amounts set forth as
follows:
For street maintenance and repairs, the
annual approximate amount of

$6,000.00

For parks and recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

$6,500.00

For Firemen's wages, the annual

$3,000.00

approximate amount of

For additional street lighting,
the annual approximate amount of

$U,000.00

For Policemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

$9,500.00

For Library, the annual approximate
amount of

$2,500.00
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For Fire hydrant rental, the
annual approximate amount of

$1,000.00

For additional recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

$3,881*. 00

The annual total approximate amount to be
expended during the term of this levy is

$36,381*.00

Additional levy shall be on Glass I property, 6.25 cents, on
Class II property, 12.5 cents} Class I? property, 25 cents.

( ) For the Levies

( ) Aganinst the Levies

Instructions: :Those favoring the additional levies, place (X)
in the square before "For the Levies"j Those against such levies
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place (X) in the square before "Against the Levies."

Council of the City of Nitro
By:

Attest:

Recorder

I

, Mayor

Mayor Qibaon infoimed Council that the Regional Transportation Authority has inrited someone from Nitro to come to their meeting at the Kanawha County Court House.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would appreciate it if someone from Council would go to
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the meeting and represent us. He added that if people do not go to the meeting and
Toice their opinions, then the bus service could be taken away. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy stated that he would attend the meeting.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that Dr. George Hogshead, a member of the Library
Commission, has resigned; and therefore, he would like to appoint Mr. Steve West of
21st Street to fill the vacancy. He added that Mr. West has shown much interest in
the Library Commission.

Councilman Unite made a motion to accept the Mayor's appointment;

Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had a request from Tom Townsend to be replaced on the
Planning and Zoning Commission. Mayor Gibson added that he would like to replace Mr.
Townsend with Mr. Dewey Mann of 21st Street, Nitro, to fill an anexpired term.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept Mayor Gibson's request. Councilman at
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Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that there is a problem around the Watershed Area with people
iceskating on the lake. He added that someone was driving a motorcycle out on the lake
causing a very hazardous situation. Council discussed the possibility of letting
some of the water out of the lake. They also discussed whose responsibility it was
to do something about the problem. Mr. Kessinger stated that the City should either
supervise or prohibit iceskating on the lake. Councilman Casebolt stated that
the Recreation Committee would look into the problem.
Mayor Gibson stated that he received a letter regarding a grant by the
Environmental Protection Agency for $6oU,5>00 to help in the construction of a secondary
sewer treatment plant. The document also requests that the governing body, or Council,
pass the resolution giving the Mayor the authority to sign the offer and acceptance

I

submitted to the city by the Environmental Protection Agency. Tom Melton, City Recorder,
read the Resolution which reads as follows:

RESOLUTION

I

The Council of the City of Nitro in regular scheduled meeting on
January 16, 1973, and upon recommendation of the Sanitary Board
does hereby accept the offer of the Environmental Protection
Agency to grant $6oU,S>00 to assist with the construction of a
secondary sewer treatment plant and other facilities end does
hereby authorize and direct William D. Gibson, Mayor, to sign
the offer and acceptance submitted to the City by the Environmental Protection Agency dated December 28, 1972.
Certified as to being a copy of the official minutes of the
Nitro, W.Va. City Council this

I

day of January, 1973.

City Recorder

WITNESS:

Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to give the Mayor the authority to sign the
papers. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor. Mayor
Qib son informed Council that the grant is good even if we do nd receive anyootber
grants.
Mayor Gibson stated that we need a new typewriter and requested an IBM. He added
that he would like this put in a committee. Councilman Lilly added that some chairs
are needed too* Councilman Lilly stated that he and Councilman Hill would check this out
and report at the next Council Meeting.
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Mayor Gibson informed Council that the Woman's dub of Nitro has made a $$0
donation to the City. He added that they would like the money spent in the area of
First Avenue to fill in the low lying areas where shoppers park. Councilman Lilly
recomended that the donation be accepted and a thank-you letter be sent to the Woman's
dub.
Mpyor Qib son stated that Mr. Kessinger has finished about £o£ of the work of
revising the City Ordinances. Mayor Gibson appointed Councilman Lilly Chairman to help
study the ordinances. Mr. Kessinger stated that he would like to meet with the committee
Mext Tuesday in his Nitro Office.

Mayor Gibson stated that the Finance Committee met and came up with the
priorities of the first two Revenue Sharing Checks. The list is attached and
is to be part of the minutes. Councilman Lilly stated that the priorities for
Revenue Sharing will actually release money to be spent in other departments.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept the Levy estimate supplement
on Revenue Sharing. Councilman Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman White stated that Estill and Qreenlee, which is doing work in the
Brookhaven Subdivision, has made a ppoposal stating that Estill & Qreenlee will pay
$lli,000 for the storm severs in that area. The money would be put into an escrow
account. He further stated that he would like to make a motion to accept Estill &
Qreenlee's proposal^. Councilman at Large Friddy seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
-^ /
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Councilman Paul Hill thanked Mr. Qene Williams, Street Superintendent, for patching
the streets. He further stated that he checked the streets in Ward II for street lights
and every other street does not have a dusk to dawn street light. Mr. Hill added that
he also checked Ward II for street numbering signs; and there are street number signs on
First and Second Avenue, which is adequate for Ward II at this time.
Councilman Lilly thanked Tom Helton, City Recorder, for the good job he has done
on the Financial Repast.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the junk cars are starting to pile up. He stated
that the Volkswagen Shop on Main Avenue has car bodies backed up in theaalley. He added
that Ghilder' s Body Shop on Main Avenue and Dogwood Street has had a wrecked car parked
in front of their business house for five weeks. The Taxi Stand is loaded up with
old cars again. Councilman Hill stated that the junk cars at the Taxi Stand were
moved once, and they can be moved again. Councilman Lilly stated that there is an
ordinance covering junk cars, but it needs to be enforced. He added that we should
make a request that the cars be moved.
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Councilman at Large Friddy stated that there is a dog problem throughout our town.
The Dunbar City Attorney is drawing up an Ordinance for all four towns to use, which
will make it easier for the humane officer;to patrol and enforce the Ordinance in all
four towns. Mayor Gibson stated that the Ordinance will be presented to each Council.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Mayor
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NITRO CITY 03UNCIL MEETING

The regular session of the Nitro Gity Council was held in Council Chambers February
6, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, and Councilman at Large Dr. R.V.
Allen. Councilmen Vernon Casebolt, Thomas Lilly, Paul Hill, James Vhite, and James Kessinger
City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson. Reverend
James Horton gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Councilman Janes toite stated that he would like a correction
raada in the minutes on page k, paragraph 2. The following statement was added: "Based on
theaapproval of Mr. James Kessinger, City Attorney." Councilman at Large Allen made a
motion that the minutes of the last Council Meeting with the correction be approved.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
FINANCIAL REPORT - Councilman Lilly read from the daily cash report. He stated that
we are in^»retty good shape financially; and that the daily cash balance does not include
the escrow account from the Watershed Project or the Revenue Sharing checks.
Mayor Gibson passed out copies of the Special Levy Resolution for the second reading,
which was read as follows:
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY

TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE
That at a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, State of Wast

Virginia, held on the

6th

day of February

, 1973, the following order was

made and entered of record, TO-WIT:
The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that the maximum levies
for current expenses authorized by Article B, Chapter 11 of the Code of West Virginia,
as amended, will not provide sufficient funds for the payment of the current expenses
of the City of Nitro, including expenditures for the purposes hereinafter set forth,
and that an election should be held to increase such levies under the provisions of
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Section 16, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the Code of l*st Virginia, as amended, it is

hereby ordered:
1. That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is as follows:

Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen1a Wages
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Additional Street Limiting
Policemen1s Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental
Additional Recreation
2.

That the approximate amount for each purposes is as follows:
Street Maintenance and repairs, $6,000.00 for each fiscal year for a

period of three (3) years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three (3) years.
Firemen's Wages, $3,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three (3)
years.
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J ; Additional Street Lighting, $tt,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three (3) years.
Policemen's Wages, $9,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three (3)
years.
Library, $2,500.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three (3)
years.
Fire Hydrant Rental, $1,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three (3)
years.
Additional Recreation, $3,88U.OO for each fiscal year for a period of three((3)
years.
3.

That the total approximate amount for said purpose or purposes is $36,38U.OO for

each fiscal year for a period of three (3) years.
k-

That*' the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of each class of taxable

property within the municipality of Nitro is as follows:
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Class i, $1,789,800.00? Class II, $10,320,378.00; Class IV, $10,563,30^.00
Aggregate, $22,673,1*83.00.
£. That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on each class of property
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is as follows:
6.

Class I, 6.25 cents; Class II, 12.5 cents; Class IV 25 cents.

That the proposed years to which the additional levy shall apply are the

?:•.} fiscal years beginning July 1, 1973, July 1, 197U, and July 1, 1975.
7.
s

That the question of such additional levy shall be submitted to a vote at a

special election, to be held on the 2Uth day of February
8.

, 1973-

That ntoice calling such election shall be given by the publication of this

order at least once each week for two successive weeks before said election,
within fourteen consecutive days next preceding the election, in the Kanawha
Valley Leader, a newjspaper published therein and of general circulation in the
City of Nitro.

Printed copies of this order shall also be posted at each place

of voting at least ten days before said election. All the provisions of the laws
corcr-scouceming General Election shall apply as far as practicable, except that a
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separate ballot shall be used at such election when held in connection with any other

election.
9. For the purpose of this special levy election, absentee ballots may be applied
for, obtained from and returned to the Recorder of the City of Nitro, at the City
Building on 20th Street, in Nitro, West Virginia.
10. That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
Cm OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election to authorize additional levies for the fiscal years beginning
July 1, 1973, July 1, 1.97kt July 1, 1975, for the'following purposes and in the
approximate amounts set forth as follows:
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Street Maintenance and repairs, the
annual approximate amount of

$6,000.00

For Parks and Recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

$6,500.00

For Firemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

$3,000.00

For additional street lighting, the
annual approximate amount of

$U,000.00

For Policemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

$9,500.00

For Library, the annual approximate
amount of

$2,500.00

For Fire Hydrant rental, the annual
approximate amount of

$1,000.00

For additional recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

$3,88U.OO

The annual total approximate amount of to be
expended during the term of this levy is

$36,38U.OO
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Additional levy shall be on Class I property, 6.25 cents; on Class II property,
12.5 cents; Class IV property, 25 cents.
(

) For the Levies

(

) Against the Levies

Instructions: Those favoring the additional levies, place (X) in the square
before "For the Levies"; those against such levies, place (X) in the square before
"Against the Levies".
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Council of the City of Nitro
< t Mayor
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the second readingodf thei Municipal
Levy be approved. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor. Mayor Gibson stated that the tentative date for the Special Levy Election is
Saturday, February 2li, 1973. There was some discussion among Council as to whether there
would be enough time to advertise the election. Mayor Gibson stated that you had to
advertise two weeks prior to the election and place a notice in each precinct 10 days
prior to the election. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that Saturday, February
2U, 1973, be accepted as the election day date. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Building Code and Plumbing Code. He stated that
he would like to keep this in the Committee until the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Paul Hill pased out the bids for the two (2) new garbage trucks. Mayor
Gibson stated that Council would go around the table and each Councilman would read his
bid. Councilman Vhite stated that the J.D. Moore Company made a bid with an EZ Packer.
The two trucks will cost $24,812.56. Councilman Viiite read a letter from the J.D. Moore
Company stating that an amendment was made, deducting the cost of the Hydro EZ Packer to
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$22,562.56. The J.D. Moore Company also made a bid on an International Truck, Pack More,
side loader, Model H, and 21* cu.yds. The cost of the two trucks would be $2l*,909.00
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Councilman Hill reported on a bid from Patrick Plaza Dodge. The bid is for a 2k cu.yd.,
EZ Packer, Model SL-21*. The cost for two (2) trucks is $21,11*2.00. Patrick Plaza Dodge
also made a bid on a 21* cu.yd., PacMore side loader. The cost is $21,306.00 for two trucks
with packers.
Councilman Lilly reported on a bid from Joe Holland. The bid is for a 2k cu.yd., EZ
Packer, side loader. The price is $21,608.50 for two trucks with packers.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on a bid from Truxmore.
barrel type;. The price is $25,000.00 for two trucks with packers.

The bid is for a 23 cu.yd.

Councilman Casebolt reported on a bid from Harvey Shreve Ford. The bid is for a 21* eu.yc
PacMore, side loader. The price is $22,098.00. Harvey Shreve Ford also made a bid on a
21* cu.yd., E2 Packer, Model F, the price is $21,962.00 for two trucks with Packers.

Councilman at Large Priddy reported on a bid from OSO Motors. The bid is for a 21* cu.yd.
EZ Packer, side loader, Model CE-6230. The price is $22,0l*l*.86 for two trucks with packers.
Councilman at Large Allen reported on a bid from General Truck Sales. The bid is for
a 21* cu.yd., EZ Packer. The price $23,131*. 00 for two trucks with packers.
The W.Va. Tractor & Equipment Company gave a bid on two 18 cu.yd., Leach, rear type
packers. The cost is $12,960.00 furnished on your own truck.
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Mayor Gibson reported on a bid from Childers Chevrolet. The bid is for two 1973
Chevrolets, and two refuse packers. He added that Childers Chevrolet did not state the
cubic JfcehliOr the brand. The price is $22,676.00 for the two units.

Tom Melton, City Recorder, reported on a bid from Bert Vfolfe Ford. The bid is for
a 21* cu.yd., PacMore, side loader, Model C-700. The price is $2l*,8?l*.00 for two trucks
with packers.
Councilman Hill stated that the Garbage Department Committee would look over the bids.
He added that the Committee would check out the prices and the specifications. Gene
Williams, Street Superintendent, asked if any company gav» a delivery date. Mr. Kessinger
stated that it was not asked for on the specification sheet. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that this be put in a committee and the Committee's recommendation be made at the
next Council Meeting. Councilman White seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly reported on the purchase of a new typewriter and three chairs. He
stati=fis*hat he had looked at many typewriters and equipment for the offices. He recommended
that Council go with one IBM typewriter based on the price of $56?.00j three chairs with
mats based on the price of $50 to $75 for each. Councilman Casebolt seconded Cbancilraan
Lilly's recommendation. All Council voted in favor. Mr. James Wiite did not vote, as he
works for the IBM Company.
Councilman Lilly reported on the new Police Cruiser; which includes a trade-in of
a 1970 Ford Police Cruiser. Mr. Lilly stated that he had checked with the State for the
possibility of purchasing a police cmiiser when they purchase theifl Stats .Polic* Cruisers.
He added that in his opinion the horsepower in the State Police Cruisers is too much for
our Police Department. He passed out the specifications for the Police Cruiser and
recommended that the specifications be approved by Council. The specifications are attached
to the minutes and are to be included as part of the minutes. Councilman Lilly made a
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motion that the specifications be sent to various companies and sealed bids be received
by next Council Meeting. Councilman Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on the Appalachian Street Light Survey.
He stated that the Appalachian Power Co. has not reported on the results as yet. He
added, however, that he would try to have a report by the next Council Meeting.
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Councilman at Large Priddy reported on the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation
Authority. He stated that a survey of the local Transit Systara was started in April of
1972 and has just been completed. He added that the Transit Authority is operating
under funds from the Federal Government, which expires in August of this year*. The
tentative plan is for the various municipalities and counties to share in taking over
the cost of operating the buses. Our community share would be $11,200 each year for the
next 5 years. He further added that if the plan does not workj then in August* we may be
without bus service. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that the decision would be made
when the Kanawha County Court reports back to the Kanawha Valley Transportation Authority;
they will invtnrn notify the various communities. Mayor Gibson congratulated Mr. Priddy
on the fine report he presented to Council.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Ivy Street and the Kanawha Avenue problems. He
stated that letters shduld be written and sent to the 12 families involved in this problem.
The letter should state that a meeting is being held Wednesday, February Hi, 1973, at 7:00
p.m., in the Council Chambers. He added that the purpose of the meeting is to find out
the course of action these people want taken.
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Councilman Lilly reported on the dip which is located on Washington Avenue. He
stated thati after the meeting a recommendation would be made to Council. Councilman at
Large Tidquist stated that the City Engineer should check out the dip before the meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would have the City Engineer check out the dip.

Councilman White reported on the Community School. He stated that he met with the
Advisory Council of the Community Schools, and Mr. Sam Lee, overseer of the Community
School Project. Mr. Vhite added that the Community School Committee recommends that
Council matte a $$00 donation for the next 6 week term of the Community School. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor. Councilman Lilly stated that
the money would come from the Recreation Fund.
Mrs. Robert Tyson, Secretary of the Community School Advisory Council, gave a report
on the psssibility of federal monies being made available to our Community School Project.
She stated that the monies are available under certain conditions; such as, ruu.al communities on a poor basis. Under Title I, the Cedar Grove Community Schoo^L qualified. Stonewall
Jackson and George Washington high schools, received money through the Rockefeller Foundation because of their racial problems. She added that without a financial basis, it would
be impossible for the Community School Program to work. Councilman White stated that all
Council is in agreement that Community School is a great program.
Mayor Gibson presented a contract and a resolution with the W.Va. Department of
Highways pretaining to the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street situation. The contract
states that the W.Va. Department of Highways is willing to move in with the City's
permission and make the necessary repairs at their expense, under the guidance of our
City Attorney. Mayor Gibson stated that the Department of Highways is asking that
Council approve the operating agreement and the proposed resolution. Mayor Gibson
added that he has received a letter from Mr. Hayne, who wroted a letter of approval
to the City. Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, read the proposed resolution which is attached
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7
and is to be included as part of the minutes along with the operating agreement.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to give Mayor Gibson permission to sign the agreement
and to adopt the resolution. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson made a suggestion that the Nitro City Council go on record in support
of the February 13, Special School Levy Election. He added that it doesn't increase
taxes at all. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept Mayor Gibson's suggestion.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson said, "I received a letter from the Muscular Dystrophy Society asking
permission to conduct a Tag Day in the City of Nitro." Councilman at Large Allen made a
motion to let the Muscular Dystrophy Society have a Tag Dayj Councilman at Large Priddy
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated
Sclerosis for permission
Allen made a motion that
permission to solicit in
Council voted in favor.

that he also received a letter from the National Multiple
to solicit for funds in the City of Nitro. Councilman at Large
Mayor Gibson give the National Multiple Sclerosis personnel
the City of Nitaro. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All

Mayor Gibson requested Council's permission to send a protest letter to Mr. George
P. Schultz, Secretary of the Treasury, concerning the adjusted tax figure which they gave
us. The figure that they sent us was $228,336.00. The figure which the West Virginia
Tax Department sent the City was $3^8,120.00. Mayor Gibson added that the letter asks
that the Treasury Department look over the adjusted tax figure again. Councilman at
Large Priddy made a motion that Council give Mayor Gibson permission to send the protest
letter. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson informed Council that he has received information that the Cinema 21
is showing some X-rated movies. The Mayor added that he would like this put in a
committee and a study made on this. He further added that he would Councilman Vernon
Casebolt to be Chairman of this Committee.
Councilman James T*iite stated that he has been contacted by a member of the Brookhaven
Garden Club to inform Council that the Club is planning to enlarge activities in the Bird
Sanctuary of the City of Nitro. He added that this deals with the construction of approximately five bird houses throughout Nitro. Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a call
regarding the Bird Sanctuary project. After some discussion, all of the Councilmen seemed
receptive to the idea.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he would like Council to know the price differences in the two types of air compressors; which are for the Street Department. The
cost spread is from $8,000 to $1^,000. He added that he wanted more time to investigate
types and companies.
Councilman Gasebolt stated that he would like to make a motion to amend the rules of
the Fire Department, which were adopted by Council on February 6, 1968. Councilman Hill
seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if this was in conflict with the
Civil Service Commission. Mr. Kessinger stated that the Civil Service Commission gives
Council an opportunity to amend the rules. All Council voted in favor. The new rules
and guidelines are as follows:
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I
FORWARD
The purpose of these rules and regulations is to give all members
of the Nitro Fire Department and reserve a clear understanding of their
duties and correct conduct in various situations and serve to prevent
confusion.
These rules and regulations cannot, nor are they expected to provide
a solution to every question or problem which may arise in the Fire
Department.

It is expected, however, that they will be sufficiently

comprehensive to cover either in a specific or general way, the oblig-
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ations and duties of the members of the fire department.
They are not designed nor intended to limit any member in the exercise
of his Judgement or initiative in taking the action a reasonable person
would take in extraordinary situations. Much by necessity must be left
to the loyality, integrity and descreation of members. To the degree
which the individual member demonstrates possession of these qualities
in the application of the conscientious discharge of his duty, and to that
degree alone will the fire department measure up to the high standards
required of the service.
Nothing in these rules or regulations shall be construed as being
in conflict with the statutes of the '••'tate of West Virginia, City Charter,
Civil ^ervice Commission Regulations.
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Adopted

February 6th

, 1973

City Council, City of Nitro, west Virginia.

SECTION I - DEFINITIONS

1. Discipline - Shall mean training which corrects, molds, strengthens,
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or perfectsj a developing by instruction and exercisej cooperative and
active obedience to the orders and commands of one's superior officer;
rules and procedures established for and to be followed in specific
operations or situations.
2. Chief - Shall mean a commanding officer placed in charge of the department,
3. Fire Department Officers - Shall mean all officers of the fire department
whose primary duty is fire prevention, fire extinguishment, and fire
investigation.
1|. Acting Officers - Shall mean those members of the Fire Department who
are properly appointed to act in a rank higher than that held by, the member
so appointed.
5. Sergeants - Shall mean those members of the Fire Department other than

I

officers»
6. Firemen - Shall mean those members of the Fire Department other than
officers.
SECTION II - ORGANIZATION
1. The Fire Department of the City of Nitro may consist of the following
officers and members:
a. Captain
b. Lieutenants
c. Sergeants

fl. There shall be as many firemen as the City Council approves to
fill the department.
SECTION III (Chief)
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The Chief is the administrative and technical head of the fire
department and by authority of the Mayor of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia he shall be responsible for the following:
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1. Control all activities and operations of the fire department
including fire extinguishment, pre-fire planning, fire prevention and
fire investigation.
2. Conduct fire-extinguishment operations with primary regard for the
protection of life and property.
3. Take proper precautionary measures that the premises on which fires
occur are left in such condition; that they will not rekindle and further
endanger life or property.
li. Respond to fire alarms and other related emergency calls and deploy
fire apparatus and fire department personnel in the most advantageous
manner for the control and extinguishment of fire, preservation of life
and property.
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5. Insure proper management, discipline, and training of the members
of the fire department.
6. Establish suitable measures to put into effect the policies, rules
and regulations, and procedures necessary for the efficient operation
of the fire department.
7. Report to the Mayor and other appropriate authorities any member of
the fire department, who by reason of age, disease, accident, or other
incompetency, does not, or cannot fully and promptly perform the duties
of his position, and recommend the member's retirement from service or
other appropriate action.
8. Reprimand, recommend suspension or recommend removal from the service
for cause, any member of the fire department in accordance with the laws,
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rules and regulations administered by the Firemen's Civil Service
Commission.
9. Maintain a personnel roster for the purpose <jf training records, work
assignments, annual vacation schedules, etc.
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10. Maintain a balance of personnel on work schedules by appropriate
assignment, detail or transfers, and schedule annual vacation throughout
the year to provide maximum personnel on duty at all time.
11. Hold meetings with his subordinates not less than once each month
for the purpose of reporting on training practices, policy matters, working conditions, and other related subjects that may affect the efficiency
of the fire department operations.
12. Frequently observe the department operations and see that they are
carried out efficiently and in accordance with instructions.
13. Schedule and supervise the training program including pre-fire planning
surveys, and department fire prevention inspections.
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llj. Review official correspondence without delay and take action required
and appropriate.
15. Maintain and keep up to date all fire department records required
by current instructions.
16. The Chief shall post on the bulletin board, for a period of 30
days, such communications as may require the further attention of the
personnel.

After this period these communications shall be filed in

a convenient place for future reference and shall be kept until their
usefulness is past, (one year)
17. The Chief shall be responsible for effectuating policy, rules and
regulations, and procedures of the department.
SECTION IV - LIEUTENANTS
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1. The position of Lieutenant is one of the utmost importance in the
enforcement of discipline and in the maintenance of efficiency. Therefore the Lieutenant will consider it his indispensable duty to be constantly vigilant and while setting an especially good example, require
that his command measure up to the standards of departmental requirements.
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2. Lieutenants shall respond to all fire alarms and emergency calls
as directed, and upon arrival shall assume command until the arrival
of a superior officer.
3. Lieutenants shall familiarize themselves with the City of Nitro,
including building, streets, fire alarm systems, hydrants, etc.
k. Lieutenants shall use good judgement in the performance of their
duties, and at fires, they shall be particularly judicious in laying
hose lines, placing ladders, spotting equipment, calling for assistance,
5. Lieutenants shall not permit intoxicated, drinking or otherwise
undesirable persons to remain in or about quarters at any time.
Children will not be permitted in quarters unless accumpanied by an
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adult and approved by the officer on duty.
6. Lieutenants shall not permit members to go off duty until properly
relieved or until other arrangements have been authorized by their
immediate superior.
7. At the change of working shift, Lieutenants shall apprise their
command of all orders and department communications received during
their previous shift, and shall impart any additional information or
instructions deemed necessary for the operation of their shifts.
8. Lieutenants shall require that due caution is exercised, when
leaving quarters with fire apparatus. Absolute understanding between officers and drivers regarding response procedure and routes
must be obtained.
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9. Upon arriving at the scene of fire or other emergency he shall
immediately determine if additional help is necessary and make the
necessary request.

He shall be the operations officer and be in

complete charge. He shall remain in charge until relieved by a
superior officer.

I

10. He shall report to the Chief immediately any breach of discipline of the men under his command.
SECTION V - TRAINING OFFICERS
1. The training officer shall be tinder the direction of the Chief
of the fire department and he shall be responsible for conducting a
comprehensive and continuing training program whenever possible.
SECTION VI - ALL FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS
1. No officer shall tolerate or connive at any violation or evasion
of the rules and regulations of the fire department.
2. Fire Department officers shall be just, dignified, and firm in their
dealings with subordinates and see that good order and proper discipline
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is maintained among members of the fire department.
3. When in their judgements any offense committed by a member under
their command is sufficiently serious to warrant immediate action,
officers shall have the power to temporarily relieve such member of
his duties. An immediate verbal report of such action shall be made
through channels, followed by proper and well-sustained written charges
on which official relief from duty may be made by the Mayor.
U. It shall be their duty to decide questions of doubt on the part
of their subordinates relative to the interpretation of regulations
or prders, and in sudden emergencies to prescribe the immediate action
to be taken.
5>. Officers in charge shall keep a log, which will be a complete
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daily history of the activities and operations of their respective
shifts.
6. Officers shall be responsible for correct notation of all verbal
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Orders and directions having a general application; and at the time
of relief, shall apprise on another of occurrences and happenings
incidental to their tour of duty.
7. Officers shall make a prompt verbal report to their superior
officer of any unusual occurrence, concerning the department. All
such occurences are to be investigated at once and, when necessary
a written report containing facts of the case shall be forwarded
to their superior officer.
8. Officers shall preserve, until their purposes have been served,
all orders, notices, communications, and records pertaining to the
operation of their respective shifts.
9. In the conduct of the business of the fire department, officers
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shall, if possible, personally and directly administer the affairs
with which they are concerned.
10. Officers shall cause all fires to be extinguished with the least
possible danger to life and property, prevent unnecessary damage by
water or other extinguishing agents, take proper precautions against
rekindle and leave the premises in a safe condition, and safeguard
against vandalism, pilfering, and looting.
11. Whenever a member of the fire department saves human life at the
risk of his own or performs an especially commendable act, the officers
under whom the act was preformed shall make a full report on the
subject.
13. No fire department officer shall interfere in maters or operations
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for which another fire department officer of equal rank is responsible,
except with the latter's consent, or by order of a superior officer.
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lU. Derogatory statements or adverse criticizm of departmental policy
or the departmental activities of other officers will not be tolerated,
except in an official written report to the proper authorities.
l£. Loitering will not be permitted about quarters to the extent of
interfering with the proper functions of the department,
SECTION VII- ACTING FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

1. Acting fire department officers shall assume the responsibilities
and be accorded all the privileges of the office in which they are
acting.
2. No acting officer shall alter or annul the standing orders of the
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regular officer without specific authority of a superior officer.
SECTION VIII- SERGEANTS

1. It is expected that Sergeants will operate and be governed by the
same basic rules, regulations and guidelines as the firemen. However
it is agreed and understood that Sergeants may be delegated some
additional authority and responsibility as determined by the Chief.
SECTION IX - FIREMEN

1. Firemen shall be under the immediate supervision of the officers
and shall promptly execute all proper orders given by their officers.
2. They shall extinguish fires and take proper precautions to prevent
rekindle thereof.
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3. They shall respond to all alarms and emergency calls and perform
duties as required.
U. They shall keep apparatus, equipment, tools and their uniforms
in a clean and serviceable condition.
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SECTION X - GENERAL ORDERS
1. Each member of the fire department shall perform such duties as are
assigned him from time to time by his superior officers.
2. Familiarize themselves with and be obedient to the station orders,
rules and regulations of the fire department.
3. Attend all fires and alarms and exert their greatest energy and best
ability to perform their full duty under any and all circumstances.
h»

Exercise due caution to avoid injury to themselves and others and

avoid unnecessary damage to or loss of department property.
£» Accord obedience, respect, and courtesy to superior officers and those
performing the duties of a higher rank.
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6. Be courteoms and respectful in their dealings with the public.
7. Promptly notify the senior duty officer of any inability to report
for duty at the time required.
8. If relieved from duty under charges, promptly surrender all department property to their superior officer, who will retain such property
pending disposition of the case.
9. Immediately report to their superior officer any accident, sickness
or injury occuring to themselves while on duty, no matter how trivial.
10. Notify the senior duty officer within 2l4hours of any change of
address or telephone number.
11. Keep their persons, uniforms, beds and lockers in a neat and clean
condition. Persistence in uncleaniness or offensive habits will be cause
for disciplinary action.
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12. Promptly notify their superior officer of all matters coming to their
attention affecting the interest and welfare of the department.
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13i

Participate in drills and other department training activities as

directed, be throughly familiar with all equipment they may be required
to use in the performance of their duties.
lU. Suggestions for the improvement of the fire department or well being
of the membership when presented through channels will be welcomed and
carefully considered.
15. Members making recommendations for changes, alterations, or improvement through channels shall consult with and report in writing to their
superior officer who will in turn approve or disapprove suggestions and
forward to the Chief of the fire department who will approve or disapprove and then forward to the Mayor and City Council for consideration.
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16. Any member having cause to believe that he has been unjustly or unfairly treated may appeal through channels to the Chief or the Mayor
and the Civil Service Commission of the Fire Department of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia.
17. No member shall, on or off duty, use the uniform, badge, or prestige
of the fire department for the purpose of personal gain.
18. No member shall lend his name, as a member of the fire department,
to any commercial enterprise.
19. No member shall receive or accept a reward, fee, or valuable gift
incidental to the performance of duty, except with the permission of the
Mayor and City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
20. No member shall solicit or accept the personal or financial aid of
any subordinate to promote his private interests or those of a superior

I

officer.
21. Members shall not loan, sell, give away, or appropriate to their
own use any City or public property, nor shall they pilfer or lie
guilty of theft at fires or elsewhere.
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22. Members shall avoid political or religious arguments when on duty.
23. No information relative to the business affairs of the fire department shall be furnished persons not connected therewith except as authorised by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
2lu Members shall not drink intoxicants or gamble in quarters or while
on duty.
25. The fire station and apparatus shall be kept clean and properly
maintained at all times.
26. Routine cleaning and maintenance shall be the responsibility of all
members of the department.
27. Special maintenance assignments not in the scope of routine maintenance shall be assigned and equally divided, by the Chief, to the
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best qualified persons to perform those duties.
28. Drivers of emergency apparatus when on call shall not exceed 1|0 miles
per hour and upon returning from a call, drivers shall obey all traffic
regulations unless another emergency exists at the same time. Red lights,
sirens, etc., shall not be used upon return trips to the station.
29. Drivers shall, at all time, drive and operate apparatus in a manner
consistent with safety.
30. Drivers shall possess a valid West Virginia operator's license.
31. No person other than a member of the fire department shall be permitted to ride on fire apparatus, except when authorized to do so by the
Chief.
32. The fire apparatus shall not be backed into the station or backed
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up at any time except in an emergency, without a man on the rear platform
or standing to the side and rear of the apparatus to safely guide the
drivers.
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33. It shall be the obligation of the municipality to furnish materials
and tools to properly maintain the fire station and equipment.
3k• All equipment, apparatus, furniture, etc., necessary to operate a
fire station and fight fires and handle other emergencies shall be
furnished by the municipality.
35• Vacations and sick pay shall be regulated as to time alloted by the
governing body of the municipality.
36. No member shall trade or alternate shift with another member without
permission of the Chief.
37« At any time during the day or night that the police department reports
conditions necessary to install chains on vehicles they will forthwith
be installed on all emergency vehicles.
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38. Loud and profane language shall be prohibited.
39. All members will respect the rights and privileges of his fellow
members.
UO. Horseplay will not be tolerated.
Ul. Each member of the fire department shall have a physical examination
once each year or at a lessor interval if deemed necessary by the City
Council, to determine each members physical fitness for duty as a fireman. The cost of the physical examination will be the obligation of the
Gity of Nitro. The physician will be designated by the City of Nitro.
Firemen will be expected to take such examinations on their off duty hours.
SECTION XI- DISMISSAL'S SUSPENSIONS AND REDUCTION IN RANK
1. A member may, by the Mayor, be suspended without pay not to exceed
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30 days, demoted or reduced in rank for the violation of the written rules
and regulations adopted by the City Council of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia.
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2. Members of the fire department may be discharged or suspended from
the fire force for more than 30 days only upon the following grounds:
i. Wilful failure to carry out the direct and lawful order of a
superior officer.
b. Reporting to work in an intoxicated condition or the use of
intoxicants or narcotics or intoxicating drugs while on duty.
c. Failure to report for duty at the time scheduled without
giving notice of the inability to report; provided however, that such
failure to report is not caused by sudden illness, accident, or other
circumstances beyond his control.
d. Failure to report when directly ordered to do so: provided
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that member is well and able to carry out his duties; examination and
opinion of any physician appointed by the pension board or the City
Council shall be conclusive in this regard.
e. Solicitation or acceptance of a bribe.
f. Conviction of a felony or a misdemeanor, other than minor
traffic violations.
g. Wilful and repeated violations of the rules and regulations
adopted by the City Council, provided however, that repeated violations
shall mean the conviction of more than two violations in any one year.
h. Cowardice while on duty.
i. Falsification of records, the making of misleading entries
or statements with intent to deceive, or wilful mutilation of any use-
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ful fire department record, book, paper, or document.
j. Wrongful or injurious exercise of authority on the part of any
member of the fire department.

I

k. Two or mo-'-e garnishees in effect at the same time, unless
accidents, sickness, or something over which members have no control
causes members to suffer financial difficulties leading to garnishees.
3. Procedure for dismissal, suspensions and reduction in rank shall be
in compliance with statutes of the State of west Virginia and the rules
and regulations of the Firemen's Civil Service Commission.
U. These rules and regulations are subject to additions, deletion, or
revision as deemed necessary by the City Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia.
SECTION XII - REPEAL
All rules and regulations or parts thereof in conflict with these rules

I

and regulations are hereby repealed.
SECTION XIII - EFFECTIVE DATE
These rules and regulations shall be in full force and effect on date
of passage by the Common Council of the C^ty of Nitro, West Virginia.

Passed this

Mayor

/\r;>>~\ecorder

I

6th

day of

February

, 1973

Citjr of Nitro
"

Precinct

Nitro High School

Clerk

Garnet (Mlo*^*!!ffiUrkea^S^-Ro&fg, 755-2U82

Clerk

Joan Stephens, 111 Brookhaven Drive, 776-2822

Supply Commissioner

Jacqueline Mallett, 2507 25th St.,

755-2805

Citv of Nitro

Precinct 368

Lest Saties Flenentary School

Clerk

Loucille Callihan, 102 Juniper St.,

Clerk

Evelyn Shepherd, 210 Lee St.,

Supply C ommi s s i oner

Virginia Coulter, 009 Washington Ave., 755-11^5

Commissioner

Bonnie Jones, 200 Juniper St., 755-3658

Commissioner

Nell Carney, >;'01 Dupont Ave., 755-U617

Precinct 369

Vest Sattes Flementary S^chool (East End of School)

Clerk

V'anda Collins, lii?6 Sattes Circle, T7-9751

Clerk

I'eatr-ine Sarples, 13?6 Main Ave., 727-U207

Supply Commissioner

Margr Sales, 1351? Valentine Circle, 727-1189

Comissioner

firs. John Shiflett, 1307 1st Ave., 727-8688

Commissioner

V*nda bmith, 203 Walker St., 727-7801

Precinct 370

West Sattes Elementary^ Sahool

Clerk

Vesta Arwan, 707 Kanawha

Clerk
Supply Commissioner

Betty Thomas, 719 Kanawha .'.ve., 727-3919
South
bue Goodwin, 103 Cleveland Ave., 727-3760

C omrr.iss i oner

Rita Shfihsn- 70'S Kanawha Avjp. ...727-038h

Commissioner

Loucille Caldvell, 715 Kanaaha Ave., 722-3832
South

Precinct 22_

-11 tr o - Put r. a m Fler.entary School

Clerk

Freda Patton, 3969 39th St., 755-3687

Clerk '

Mazel Tov/ncand, h!22 3rd Ave., 755-2213

755-2U75

722-3203

£

I

Councilman at Large Allen stated that he received a letter from the Nitro Women's
Club concerning a public meeting, Monday, February 19, 1973. The program will be on
drug abuse and there will be a question and answer period too. He added that he would
like to see Council there to hear the program.

Councilman at Large Allen added that he read where Governor Moore has appointed
a man to be in ;charge of getting rid of junk cars in the state. He further added that
he would like to see us try and get rid of some of our junk cars.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the Council Meeting be adjourned;
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

!tnn - ^<
Mayor '

I

I

Recorder

O
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

February 20, 1973
The regular meetingoof the Nitro City Council was held in the Council Chambers
February 20, 1973. Those present were: William Gibson, Mayorj Torn Melton, Recorder;
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, and Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy. Councilmen Thomas Lilly, James White, Vernon Casebolt, and
City Attorney James Kessinger. Councilman Paul Hill being absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson. Reverend
James Horton gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES; Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the minutes
ofthe last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the
motion - All Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT; Councilman Lilly stated that each Councilman
received a copy of the January Financial Statement. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion to accept the January Financial Statement, Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded
the motion - All Council voted in favor.

I

Tom Melton, City Recorder, passed out a list of the people who will work in the
Special Levy Election. He added that he would like to have Council's approval. Mayor
Gibson stated that in addition to the levy workers, two ballot commissioners need to
be appointed to go to Dunbar and inspect the voting machines. He added that he would
like to appoint Mrs. Viola Ragle and Mrs. Velma Kinder as the ballot commissioners.
Councilman at Large Allen asked if there were any substitutes on the list. Mayor
Gibson stated that there were substitutes. He added that the City is going to use
voting machines, which is the first time in the history of Nitro that they have been
used in a municipal type election. Councilman at Large Allen asked what the cost is
to use the machines. Mayor Gibson stated that the cost is $75 per machine and that
eight machines would be needed. He added that there will be Uo poll workers instead
of 80, which was the number used in the paper ballot type elections. Councilman at
Large Allen made a motion to accept the list of workers for the Election. Councilman
CSsebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Plumbing and Building Code. He stated that
the Committee is still working on it. He added that they have in rough form what the
City wants, but do not have it in ordinance form.

I

Councilman at Large Allen reported on the Garbage Truck bids in the absence of
Councilman Paul Hill. He stated that we have a bid from Patrick Plaza Dodge. The bid
is the lowest one, but there has been some discussion as to whether they fulfill our
specifications. He added that Council should contact Patrick Plaza Dodge and get more
details about the bid. He further added that we should make sure that we are getting
our money's worth. Councilman White asked if it were possible to check out the specifications tonight. Councilman at Large Allen stated that it is costing the City approximately $3^0 per week for equipment rental so that the services to the citizens
can be kept up. There was some discussion among Council as to what the tonage of
the truck should be. Mayor Gibson stated that the specifications called for 23g Tons
but his understanding on the Patrick Plaza Dodge qupte the truck as a 2 Ton truck
beefed up to a 2^g Ton capacity. Councilman asked who the next highest bidder was.
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Councilman at Large Allen stated that he would look it up and let Council know.
Mayor Gibson stated that it may be 90 days before delivery could be made and
reconmended to keep the bids in Committee. Gene Williams, Street Superintendent,
stated that the trash is now being picked up in a dump truck, which takes every
available man the Street Department has to load the truck. Councilman Lilly asked
what the legality of an emergency situation was. Mr. Kessinger stated that if this
is an emergency situation, then you do not have to go with the original bid. The
question is whether or not this is an emergency situation; and did it arise as a
result of a delay in getting out the bids and going through the specifications - or
within the last two weeks. He added that this would be a judgement call. Mr.
Kessinger further added that if the lowest bidder doesn't meet the specifications,
then you would go to the next highest bidder. If none of the bids meet the specifications
then you would be in an emergency situation. After some discussion, Council decided
to have an emergency session Saturday, February 2k, 1973, to go through the specifications.

I

Councilman Lilly reported on the purchase of a new police cruiser. He stated that
there were three bids for the police cruiser. Councilman Lilly reported on a bid from
Harvey -Shreve Ford. The total price of the car is $3,580. The date of delivery is 30
to U5 days.
Councilman at Large Tidauist reported on a bid from Childers Chevrolet. The total
price of the car is $3,30?.66. The delivery date is U5 days from the day of purchase
order.
Councilman Casebolt reported on a bid from Capitol Chrysler - PJwjuth. The total
price of the car is $3,339.
Councilman Lilly stated that the Police Department Committee would like an opportunity to review the bids and make a recommendation to Council at the next Council
-Meeting.

I

Councilman at Large Priddy reported on the Appalachian Street Light survey.
He stated that the Appalachian Power Company has not yet finished the survey. He added
that the survey will be completed in time for the budget in case the City would like
to go along with up-grading.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Ivy Street and Kanawha Avenue problem. He stated
that the Street Committee met with the citizens involved in this problem. He added
that he would like this left in the Committee until the next Council Meetings *> that
a recommendation can be made to Council.
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Robert Anderson, Chairman of the South Charleston
Recreational Division. Mr. Anderson reported^on the various programs that are used in
the So. Charleston Recreational Program and that could be used in the City of Nitro's.
One of the programs is free lunches for the children in the recreational program. He
informed Council of the various ways personnel is available to the Recreational Program
of our Community. He added that the salaries of the persons who work through the NIC
Program are already paid. Council seemed very interested in Mr. Anderson's report.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like Mr. Anderson to meet with the Recreational
Committee to help plan a summer recreational program for the City of Nitro.

I

Councilman at Large Priddy stated that there is a large chug hole on Park Avenue
that the water company created, which needs to be repaired. He added that the water
company broke through the street to make a repair, but didn't repair the street back
as it was. Mr. Kessinger stated that the. Water Company must restore the street to its
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original condition. He further added that they have a right-of-way through the
streets to make a repair to a water line, etc., without notifying the City.
Councilman Priddy asked Council who would make the decision if something should
come up concerning the Park, such as, little league and softball schedules. Councilman
Casebolt stated that the City does not interfere with the little league schedules or
the softball schedules. Councilman at Large Priddy also asked how another softball
league could be formed. Councilman Casebolt stated that the league would have to approac
the Recreation Committee. Councilman at Large Priddy asked who would have jurisdication
over the Park without the Park Board. Councilman Lilly stated that the Recreation
Committee would. There was some discussion among Council as to whether the Recreation
Committee could legally make the decisions. Councilman Caseb&lt stated that there will
be some plan drawn up for Council in the near future. Councilman Casebolt added that
the Recreation Committee is working on a plan for a summer Recreation Director for the
Park and the Watershed Project whenever it is turned over to the City.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he has pictures of a big truck with heavy equipment
on it coming down Boundary Street to the back entrance where the new apartment buildings
are being built. He added that another truck dumped dirt in the grass across the
street from Boundary Street, between the street and the railroad track. Mr. Kessinger
asked if Councilman Casebolt could find out who did the damage. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he would find out who was responsible. Councilman Casebolt asked Council
what the new building is that is being built on Kapok Street and Main Avenue. Councilman
Casebolt asked if there would be ample parking space. Councilman at Large Allen stated
that there is an apartment complex being built there. Mayor Gibson stated that there
will be parking spaces in the front and back of the apartments.

I

Councilman Casebolt stated that the City has three ordinances to cover the cleaning
up of Nitro: 1. Old refrigerators, 2. Vacant lots, and 3- Junk cars. There was
some discussion among Council as to the junk cars being on private property. Mayor
Qibson stated that these cars have been allowed to accumulate over the yearsj and they
cannot be taken care of immediately. He added that you have to have a place to put the
cars. Mayor Gibson stated that the Magic Island Salvage Service is coming to haul
away the cars. Mayor Gibson further added that the Police Department is helping get
rid of the junk cars as rapidly as possible.
Councilman Casebolt stated that there was a fire on Uoth Street the other day
and the Firemen needed another truck. The Chief went to a trailer to use their
phone but they didn't have one. The Police then came and they called for another
truck. Councilman Lilly stated that radio equipment for both the Fire and Police
Departments has been ordered. He added that 15% of the money is through Federal
Funding and 2$% City Funding in order to purchase the radio equipment. Mayor Gibson
stated that the Firemen in his opinion should have a portable Walkie-Talkie with them
while they're away from the truck.
Councilman Casebolt informed Council that the Fire Department has run out of foam
and they need to order about 100 gallons. Mayor Gibson stated that this should be a
routine item, and the Fire Department should have requested foam. Mr. Lilly stated
that we do not have an organizational chart in the Fire Department. He added that in
the next five months there will be an organizational chart in both the Police and Fire
Departments.

I

Councilman Casebolt stated that the Firemen are inieed of new bunker clothesj these
are what the Firemen wear when fighting fires. He added that they are almost worn out.
Mr. Kessinger stated that this is a budgetary item and perhaps should be included in
the budget.
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Councilman Casebolt thanked Mr. Gene Vlilliams for the fine job he did in
cleaning and fixing the streets and alleys. He also commended the acting Fire Cheif
for the excellent way he handled the situation which he encountered at the high
school and later on at the movie theatre, the Cinema 21.

I

Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he had information for the street repairing equipment, such as, a jack hammer, air compressor, paving breaker, and backfill
tampear. Councilman at Large Tidquist passed out a specification sheet for Council to
approve. Councilman at Large Priddy made a recommendation that Council advertise for
bids. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that $15>,000 has been allotted for the
street equipment; he added that if the City would spend $8,000 for the air compressor
and attachments, then we could use the remaining $7,000 for other necessary street
equipment. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept the specifications and
advertise for bids. Councilman White seconded the motion. All Council voted in
favor. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that the City could get a package deal.
Councilman Lilly stated that he had the specifications for one dump truck and
he would like to have Council's approval. He stated that the truck would be for trash
pick-up. There was some discussion among Council as to whether or not the truck was
needed. Councilman Lilly stated that we need this truck to pick-up the trash of the
business houses in the community plus the tremendous amount of trash from the residence. He added that the businesses are getting angry because their trash is not
being picked up regularly. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept the specifications and advertise for bids. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Lilly informed Council that he had the specifications for another
dump truck. He added that the City needs to have about 3,000 truck loads of dirt
hauled to the landfill. He added that we have the dirt, but nothing to haul it in
There was some discussion among Council as to the amount of dirt that had to be
hauled, gravel for the street repairs, street cleaning, cleaning manholes, and street
sign maintenance. Mayor Gibson reminded Council that last Fall the Army Guards had
to be called in for two days to help pick up trash and get the City cleaned up. He
added that with Spring coming up there will be more trash to pick up. Mayor Gib-son
stated in order to make prompt trash pick upsj you have to take a truck that is needed
to haul the dirt to the landfill or one that is being used elsewhere. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that Council advertise for bids. Councilman at Large Allen
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Councilman at Large Allen stated that he was sorry that no Councilman or Policeman
attended the Drug Program at the Nitro Women's dub. Councilman at Large Allen stated
that he and Mayor Gibson attended the program and it was a very inf&ETOative program.
Mr. Kessinger stated that he spoke to a group of people about the drug problem and
was surprised to learn that most people in Nitro do not appreciate the drug problem
they do have. Mr. Kessinger added that he has heard the speaker and he is very
interesting. Mr. Kessinger further stated that several Policemen have not attended
the State Police Academy yet. Mayor Gibson stated that one Policeman is in the
hospital and one is in the State Police Academy School now, which leaves the Police
Department understaffed. Mr. Kessinger stated that it would be wise to consider
sending a Policeman to the drug seminars, which are held in Charleston.
Mayor Gibson stated that
Society requesting permission
Crusade. Councilman at Large
solicit for funds in the City

he has received a letter from the American Cancer
to solicit in the City of Nitro for their annual April
Allen made a motion to let the American Cancer Society
of Nitro. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the
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City of Nitro
Precinct 36U

Nitro Itygh School

Clerk

Garnet Galloway, 2 Blakes Creek Road, 755-2^82

Clerk

Joan Stephens, 111 Brookhaven Dr, 766-2882

Supply Commissioner

Jacqueline Mallett, 2507 25th St., 755-116?

Commissioner

Joan Whitt, 111 Brentwood Rd., 776-1163

Commissioner

Mrs. Arthur Kracker, 107 Brentwood Rd., 776-135U

Precincjb 365

Nitro Elementary School

Clerk

Reba Mathes, 1612 16th St., 755-2633

Clerk

Velma Kinder, 1816 18th St., 755-3123

Supply Commissioner

Viola Ragle, 1619 16th St., 755-2669

Commissioner

Joyce L. Middleton, 1922 19th St., 755-2883

Commissioner

Mrs. John Perry, 2122 21st St., 755-3133

Precinct 366

Baker Elementary School (Multi-purpose Room)

Clerk

Myrtle Adkins, 1113 llth St., 755-1319

Clerk

Jessie Raynes, 1123 llth St., 755-3525

Supply Commissioner

Norma Jean Means, 923 9th St., 755-5033

Commissioner

Ruth Carpenter, 1022 10th St., 755-2U30

Commissioner

Audry Deeter, 722 7th St., 755-5U06

Precinct |6_7

Baker Elementary School (Multi-purpose Room)

Clerk

Golda Roark, 1332 W. 13th St., 755-13^3

Clerk

Elouise ^imrnons, 305 Kanawha Avenue 755-3776

Supply Commissioner

Reba Lewis, 1218 W. 12th St., 755-2168

CoTnmissioner

Carolyn Luker, 1319 W. 13th St., 755-2U32

Commissioner

Ceredo Miller, #2 Smith St., 755-1*707

V

Precinct 368

West Sattes Elementary School

Clerk

Loucille Callihan, 102 Juniper St., 755-2U75

Clerk

Evelyn Shepherd, 210 Lee St., 722-3203

Supply Commissioner

Virginia Coulter, 809 Washington Ave., 755-1U25

Commissioner

Bonnie Jones, 200 Juniper St., 755-3658

Commissioner

Nell Carney, 801 Dup0nt Ave., 755-U617

Precinct 369

West Sattes Elementary School (East End of School)

Clerk

Wanda Collins, 1U36 Sattes Circle, 727-9751

Clerk

Beatrice Samples, 1326 Main Ave., 727-U207

Supply Commissioner

Marge Sales, 1358 Valentine Circle, 727-1189

Commissioner

Mrs. John Shiflett, 1307 1st Ave., 727-8688

Commissioner

Wanda Smith, 203 Walker St., 727-7801

Precinct 370

West Sattes Elementary School

Clerk

Vesta Arman, 707 Kanawha Ave., So. 727-0796

Clerk

Betty Thomas, 719 Kanawha Ave., So. 727-3919

Supply Commissioner

Sue Goodwin, 103 Cleveland Ave., 727-3780

Commissioner

Rita Shaban, 706 Kanawha Ave., So, 727-0381;

Commissioner

Loucille Caldwell, 715 Kanawha Ave. So., 722-3832

Precinct 22_

Nitro~Putnam Elementary School

Clerk

Freda Patton, 3969 39th St., 755-3687

Clerk

Hazel Townsend, U122 3rd Ave., 755-2231

Supply Commissioner

Bertha French, 1|060 UOth St., 755-3158

Commissioner

Stella O'Gorman, 3802 38th St., 755-3^32

Commissioner

Florence Mollohan, 3813 38th St., 755-U553
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motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that there is a problem at 19th Street and Plant
He added that he would like the Chairman of the Street Committee to check
out. Council discussed the problem and the possibility of adding another
lane turning out of Plant Road. Council decided to appoint Councilman at
Priddy to check out the problem.

Road.
this
right
Large

Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to appoint Mr. K. K. King acting
Fire Chief of the Nitro Fire Department, saying, "Mr. King has been a Lieutenant
since about 1957 with about 20 years of service." Councilman at Large Priddy wanted
to know if Mr. King would get paid the wages of a Fire Chief. Mayor Gibson replied,
"that he felt he should." Mr. Kessinger agreed with Mayor Gibson. None of the
Councilmen objected to the appointment.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that
cerning a weight limit sign that was to
but never was. The Mayor added that he
that a sign should have been erected on
is going to be put up tomorrow.

I

he received a phone call, from a .citizen conbe erected on Ulst Street about May, 1972,
looked this up in the minute book and found
Ulst Street. The Mayor added that the sign

Mr. Kraft, a citizen of Nitro, stated that there is a chug hold on Washington
Avenue and Juniper Street. He added that he thought there should be a Stop Sign at
Washington Avenue and Hickory Street. Mayor Gibson stated that there are 87 Stop
Signs on order due to a recent survey and they should be here any day. He said
the survey may provide for one there.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the Council Meeting be adjourned.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in- favor.

^____
Mayor

I

^

Recorder
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NITRO CITY (DUNCIL MEETING
February 2k, 1973
The Nitro City Council met in special session Saturday, February 2k, 1973,
in the Council Chamber at City Hall.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order and declared the purpose of
calling a special session was to discuss bids for one Police Cruiser and bids for
two new garbage trucks.

I

1

Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Police Committee reported that three
bids had been received, one bid was rejected because it was not complete. Out of the
two remaining bids there was one for $3,339.00 from Capitol Plymouth Chrysler, Inc.,
and one from Harvey Shreve Ford for $3,580.00. Councilman Lilly made a motion to
accept the lowest bid of $3,339.00 from Capitol Plymouth Chrylser, Inc. Councilman
Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. At this point Councilman James White asked why
the first bid did not meet the specifications. Councilman Lilly replied that some of
specifications had been left off, giving an example of a spot light, the cost of a
spot light would be $hj>.00. Thus causing the bid to be higher. Mayor Gibson announced
the chair would entertain a vote to accept the bid from Capitol ELymouth Chrysler, Inc.
Dr. Allen asked the delivery date on this automible, from six to nine weeks, said
Councilman Lilly. Much discussion followed about the Chevrolet Cruiser that the Police
Department now owns, it was the general feeling of the Council that the Cruiser is in
very poor condition and according to Mayor Gibson, the department had experienced
difficulties with this particular automobile since it was new. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen recalled that in years past a letter had been written to the company
regarding this matter but nothing was ever resolved. Dr. Allen went on to suggest
that out of the three cruisers, that the City now owns, perhaps the cruiser in question
could be held in reserve while the City's mechanic attempts to make necessary repairs.
Approval was given by a unanimous vote.
Chairman of the Garbage Committee, Paul Hill reported that the Committee had
checked with each individual or company that submitted a bid for two new garbage
trucks and out of ten bids, Patrick Plaza Dodge did not meet the specification and
their delivery date was 90 days. Harvey Shreve Ford had a 2^ Ton truck with a
minimum of four or five weeks delivery datej Joe Holland, 60 day delivery date;
J. D. Moore 2% Ton, five to 6 weeks delivery; Bert Wolfe Ford 2^ Ton minimum 30
days delivery date. Truck-More met the specifications almost to the letter, with
immediate delivery; Childers Chevrolet did not supply enough information; W.Va.
Tractor bid on an 18 cu. yard packer and did not have enough information. General
Truck Sales, 70 to 90 days delivery date; C&O had a 62£ series a questionable 2%Ton,
with thirty day delivery date.
Councilman Paul Hill said as the Chairman of the Committee, he was making a
motion that the City purchase two garbage trucks, complete from Truckmore. Discussion
followed pretaining to the two garbage trucks the City now has and their condition.
Dr. Allen asked, if the City uses the new dump at Tyler Mountain, and are the garbage
trucks that are in use now safe enough to be on the Interstate and able to climb the
steep hills going to the area. Councilman Hill Said "In my opinion, no!" Councilman
Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee pointed out that the City's cost of operation
would be less because with the pack more, the trucks could carry 1^ times more loads
than the trucks the City now owns. This would call for fewer trips to the dump.
Before Discussion continued, Mayor Gibson reminded Council that a motion had been made,

waiting for a second. Councilman casebolt seconded the motion. Councilman James
Waite asked if there were any legal ramification for not taking the lowest bid
from the Company who met the specifications. Mayor Gibson pointed out it clearly
stated on the specification sheet that the Council reserved the right to refuse
any or all bids. Because of an emergency situation involved, it is important
that the City have delivery of the garbage trucks as soon as possible. Councilman
Hill pointed out that already it had cost the City approximately $1,800 for rental
of trucks and approximately $750 additional labor costs. It was mentioned that several
phone calls had been received by City Hall regarding garbage pick-up. Mayor Gibson
stated that "We are obligated to the citizens of Nitro to give them service and
the only way that we can do this is to have equipment that will run." Mayor Gibson
went on to entertain a vote that the City of Nitro purchase two 2*g Ton garbage
trucks from Truckmore of Richmond, Virginia. All Council members voted in favor of
the motion to buy the trucks.
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Councilman Casebolt, chairman of the Park and Recreation Committee, asked the
Council's approval on three projects pretaining to the City's Park. Nitro Junior
High Shop Classes, said Councilman Casebolt, are agreeable to help build some steps,
forms, platforms, and walks at the park. The City would provide the materials.
Second item for approval, the Committee would like to fabricate or buy two new signs;
one small one, to be erected at l°th Street and First Avenue andme larger sign to be
posted near the Park area, indicating "this is our recreation area." Third item for
approval, the Committee recommended using two of the City's Street employees to do seme
work up grading the horse shoe pits, volley ball court, and croquet court. The
committee feels that these three items should be taken care of in order to get the
park ready for opening date. When asked about the lights around the basketball
court, Councilman Casebolt said this would also be taken care of, the lights are
ready to be installed, it is just a matter of taking them down from the horse shoe
ring and putting them up at the basketball court. Councilman Lilly made a motion
that the Council approve the recommendations of the Recreation and Park Committee
and authorize this work be completed. Councilman Allen seconded the motion. Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy asked if these projects would be expensive, Councilman Casebolt
said very little cost would be involved, Councilman at Large Tidquist pointed out that
the City would buy the materials but the Junior High Shop students would help do the
labor.
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Councilman James White was asked to read a letter from the manager of the
Nitro Merchants Independent Baseball Team.
Councilman Lilly reminded Council that a motion was on the floor and a second
made, this should be taken care of before going on with other business. All Council
voted to approve the recommendations of the Park and Recreation Department.
Councilman Wiite read a letter from Mr. Mike Seller, Manager of the Nitro Independent Baseball Team. Mr. Seller requested the use of the baseball field during the
36 game schedule from Sunday afternoon at 12:00 p.m., until the double header games
are over, and 6:00 p.m. until dark on Thursday afternoon, also Saturday afternoon.
Dr. R, V. Allen commented that Mr. Marshall is a very dedicated person. The decision
was left up to the Park and Recreation Committee. Councilman Casebolt a«ked the
Committee to meet with him after adjournment, for the purpose of discussing the schedule.
Councilman Casebolt told Council that a Charleston team had been refused the
request to use the Nitro Softball court over the Memorial Day weekend. It was the
decision of the Committee.

1

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR, TOM MELTON, RECORDER, DR. R. V. ALLEN,
HUGO TIDQUIST, KETIH PRIDDY, VERNON CASEBOLT, JAMES WHITE, THOMAS LILLY,
AND PAUL HILL, MEMBERS THEREOF.
You, and each of you, will please take notice that a Special Meeting
of the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, is hereby called and
will be held in the Council Chamber in the City Hall of said City on
the 2Uth day of February, 1973, at U:30 p.m., for the purposes following:
1. To consider and act upon all matters relating to bids on
a police cruiser.
2. To consider and act upon all matters relating to bids on
two garbage trucks.

Respectfully yours,
William D. Gibsofi,Mayor
The foregoing notice is hereby accepted as being both sufficient
and timely:
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Councilman Paul Hill entertained a motion for adjournment. Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Mayor
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

March 6, 1973

The regualr meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council Chambers
March 6, 1973- Those present were: William Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder;
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy being absent. Councilmen Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, Vernon
Casebolt, James White, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson. Reverend
Bill Westlund gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes of
the last Council Meeting be accepted. Councilman White seconded the motion. All
Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - Councilman at Large Allen made
a motion that the minutes of the February 2k, 1973, Council Meeting be approved.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT - Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee, read from the daily cash sheet. He stated that the bank balance is $38,067.7U
in the general fund, which doesn't include the $10,000 saving certificate and the
revenue sharing monies.
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Tom Melton, City Recorder, reported on the Municipal Levy. He stated that he
and Mayor Gibson went to the warehouse in Dunbar where the voting machines are
stored and canvassed the machines. He stated that the results were the same as they
were after the election. Councilman White made a motion to accept the results of
the Special Levy Election. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor. Mayor Gibson thanked all of the citizens who went out to the polls
and voted 9k% for the levy with only 6% against. '.'This proved that the. citizens are
cooperating with the governing body.
Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning Committee, reported
on the Plumbing and Building Codes. He stated that he would like this kept in the
Committee for further study. Mr. Hill stated that the ordinance is not ready yet and
that the Committee would like Mr. Kessinger's advice. Mr. Kessinger stated that he
would plan a meeting.
Mayor Gibson reported on the Appalachian Street Light Survey in the absence of
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. He stated that Mr. Priddy informed him that he
doesn't know any more about the survey than he did at the last Council Meeting;
but was of the opinion that the Appalachian Power Company is still conducting the
survey.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee, reported on the Ivy
Street and Kanawha Avenue problem. He stated that this is still in a committee for
study and would like no further construction made until the Committee makes its
report.
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Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Dixie Shreve, who is with the Soil Conservation
Service; and Mr. Ted Burns, a government representative and Project Engineer of the
Blakes Creek - Armour Creek Watershed Project.
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Mr. Shreve informed Council of the various steps that the Project has taken
since the project started ten or eleven years ago. He stated that in December of
l?6l the original application was made. In November of 1962 the application was
approvedj in March of 1966 the operation of the project was authorized by Congress.
In February of 1969 Wbrk Plan Supplement #1 to the original work plan was added.
The supplement stated that the Kanawha County Court would provide financial help
in acquiring all land rights and enter in land right agreement. On September 30, 1971,
the Soil Conservation Service paid the land right share to the Kanawha County Court.
The County Court stated that upon completion of the project, the land rights would
be turned over to the City of Nitro for public recreation. Mr. Shreve added that
the first supplement to the original work plan deals with the different agreements
entered into. In March of 1969 three important documents were entered into: (1)
the Land Rights Agreement, (2) Operation and Maintenance Agreement for the dam and
recreation facilities. In April of 1969 the Project Agreement was signed. In
November of 196? a Project Agreement was entered into. This was an engineering
agreement with a private consulting engineer. In August of 1970 an Agreement was
made for the seeding of the dam.
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In June of 1971 a work plan supplement #2 was entered into. This supplement
deleted the camping facilities from the work plan. This would up date the cost
estimate. Councilman White asked why camping facilities was not going to be
provided. Mr. Shreve replied that it was decided that the money could be better
spent for upgrading the area and it may be a problem to the local people.
In August of 1971 a Project Agreement on the basic recreation agreement was
entered into. Also in August of 1971 a third supplement to the original work plan
was entered into. This supplement was a relocation clause which was ordered by
the Congressional Legislature.
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In June of 1972, a Project Agreement was signed for a removal of a slip and
the raising of the road.
Mr. Ted Burns reported on the various contracts and the amount of money spent
thus far. He stated that Contract BA-1 is for the structure itself (the dam).
The total cost includes $218,702.^0. Out of that amount the Soil Conservation Service
paid $180,831.56j and the City of Nitro paid $37,870.81*. The Department of Highways
reimbursed the City $21*, 000. The cost of seeding the dam was $10,136.00. The
Soil Conservation Service paid $8,986 and the City paid $l,l£0.
Contract BA-2 was for the basic recreational facilities with the B. M. Hoffman
Company. Paid to this date is $185,791.6?', the Soil Conservation Service paid
$LU8,633-3U. The City share was $37,158.33. He added that this contract is not
yet complete. Councilman Vhite asked Mr. Burns who drew up the contract and what
is to be done by the Contractor. Mr. Burns stated that the agreement is for the
basic recreational facilities. The City would install the picnic tables and areas
and the service stations. He added that these are standard specifications used in
these types of projects. The contract states what is to be done. Councilman Casebolt
asked if he would meet later with the City Government to discuss these matters at
greater length. The two gentlemen were receptive to the request.
Councilman Casebolt stated that it was his understanding that the Watershed
Commission has fulfilled their obligation and that it is the responsibility of
Recreation Committee and the City Government to make all future decisions.
Mr. Burns stated that he didn't know who would make the decisions, but he believed
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that the Watershed Commission would have permission to advise the City on the
project. Councilman Casebolt stated that the Vfork Plan Book stated, that upon
completion the watershed will be turned over to the Park and Recreation Department
under their direction. Mr. Burns agreed that this was true.
Mr. Burns reported on the bids of'<:the various contracts: §A-1, May 29> 1969
bids were opened; last day of June, 1969 received a notice to proceed with the
work. The work was completed September, 1970} BAj-2, bids were opened September
20, 1971. Bids received October 12, 1971} BA-3, bids opened August 10, 1972j
received bids October 6, 1972. Mr. Burns stated that Contract BA-3 is an
agreement for the removal of a slip in the spillway. The agreement pertains to
the drainage in the emergency spillway and reseeding. The total amount spent
to date excluding land rights and Consulting Engineering Service which was the
City's expense, is $1*29, 306.90. The SCS paid $3Ui,058.31j the City paid $85,21*8.59.
The Department of Highway will reimburse the City some money upon completion of
the Watershed Project. Councilman Casebolt asked what was going to be done about
the road as it isn't up to standards. Mr. Burns stated that the road was completed
as present specifications stated, but the weather was too bad and the Department of
Highways could not surface the road. The Department of Highways will, however,
surface the road in the spring. Councilman Casebolt asked about the dirt still in
the spillway. Mr. Burns stated that according to Contract BA-3, the dirt has to
be moved. He added that all dirt under the contract was supposed to be moved to
raissthe road, however, more dirt slipped than was anticipated and the dirt has to
be moved some place else.
Mr. Burns stated that there are 16 modifications to the Contract. This
raised the contract price $12,000 on BA-2. He further added that 80$ of the project is paid by the SCS, which has not been reimbursed to "th« City. For every
$1,000 that is spent on the Watershed Project, the City cost is only
Councilman >hite asked what the cost would be to move the dirt. Mr. Burns
stated that the SCS would cost share on the moving of the dirt, but not out of
the Watershed Area.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Hoffman informed him that the dirt could be
spread out in a uniform matter in the immediate area. Mr. Burns stated that the
dirt could be disposed of in a more logical place. Councilman Casebolt stated that
this is still under contract to be turned over to the City and as of now it has not.
Mr. Burns stated that the Watershed will be turned over to the City upon the payment
to the Kan-awha County Court for the land rigWbs. Councilman White asked what rights
and responsibilities the City has. Mr. Burns stated that the City is a contracting
organization. The City of Nitro has a contract and the SCS has jan agreement with
the City. Councilman Lilly stated that it would be a matter for the City Attorney
to check into.
Councilman Vhite asked who has the responsibility or the right to operate
or use the facilities, if the City started a Recreational Program tod^y. Mr. Shreve
answered, "Who would stop you." The Court owns the title now and the Court agreed
to turn the Watershed over to the City. Mr. Kessinger stated that the County Court
has a legal title but the City has an equitable title.
Mayor Gibson stated that he received a letter from Mr. Jori«s which spelled out
what the W.Va. Department of Highways was going to do. Mr. Shreve stated that the
Soil Conservation Service will cost share in the moving of the material and the
raising of the road. Mr Burns stated that the agreement includes drainage and reseeding, which pertains to the slip.

Mr. Shreve reported on the various projects coming up at the Watershed Area,
(l) Supplement plan to the seeding of the dam. This plan is approaching the end
of the three year established period and the SCS will not be able to cost share
on the seeding of the dam. Mr. Burns stated that the percentage paid by the SCS
is 9h-6% and the City percentage is 5>.1$. (2) A working paeting of the SCS and a
representative of the Recreational Committee. During the meeting they will discuss
the estimating cost of operating and maintaining the facilities. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he understood that there can be no charge for fishing at the Watershed.
Mr. Shreve stated that the Department of Natural Resources stocked the lake and
they would have the say so as to whether or not to charge for fishing.
Mr. Shreve reported on the Contract modifications, which are: (1) Seeding of
the recreational area, (2) The putting of additional graveloon the road. Councilman
>hite asked about the possibility of paving the road. Mr. Shreve stated that this
is not in the contract. Mr. Burns stated that there is a possibility of paving
the road. Mr. Shreve stated that if the City was interested in paving the road, they
should check into it. Mr. Casebolt stated that he drove out the road and could not
get to the parking lot. Mr. Burns stated that any new construction takes a year to
get to the point where it holds up. Councilman Casebolt stated that when the project4
was in planning stage, there was to be a back entrance made to the watershed by
going through 18th Street. Mr. Shreves stated that there sas nothing in the work
plan to this effect. Councilman Casebolt asked about lights and a fence to be
installed. Mr. Burns stated that the City could cost share on the lights and fence.
Mr. Burns further suggested that a meeting be held in which questions of this type
could be answered, Councilman Casebolt stated that the meeting would be arranged.
(3) The final adjustments according to cost. (U) A possible project agreement on
a bronze plaque - placement, cost, share. (5) An operation and maintenance inspection in April of the Watershed Project. A member of Council and the SCS would
make the inspection. He further added that an engineer would inspect the spillway.
Mr. Casebolt stated that applications are being taken for a full time recreational
director for the City. The man would work through the Recreation Committee and Council.
Mayor Gibson stated that the RDA is working with the Kanawha County Court to
have a clean-up campaign during the month of April. He further added that a resolution
will be sent to the Regional Development Authority whereby the City would agree to
be a part of the trash clean-up campaign. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he received the figures from the Governor's Highway
Safety Conmission for Uj.5 stop signs and traffic signs, plus the hardware to put
up the signs. The total cost of the signs is $1,087-50. He further added that
the Highway Safety Commission will designate where the signs are to be put.
Mayor Gibson stated that in the upgrading of the Police Communication, the
City Share will be $1,021.25 and the Governor's Committee on Crime and Delinquency
would pay $3,063.75- There was some discussion among Council as to the type
of equipment that was purchased. Councilman White asked if the old communication
systam could be used by the Fire Department. Mayor Gibson stated that if the City
would do this, we could possibly get in trouble. He further added that the best
performance could not be obtained if it were used for the Fire Department. Mayor j
Gibson stated that the communication system could possibly be used in other City
vehicles. This met Council's approval.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to put the agreement with the Union
Carbide Company partaining to the trash-to-gas project into the Garbage Department
Committee and report at the next Council Meeting or at a later date.
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Mayor Gibson informed .Council that the Gross Lanes Vforaen1 s dub would like
permission to solicit for ads for a Child's Study Day. Councilman at Large Allen
stated that this should be studied in a Committee.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he has received complaints concerning rats in the
community. Mayor Gibson added that he received a letter from the Kanawha County
Health Department, which allows us to tie into the Fly and Mosquito Control Program
and a rat elimination program. The participation in the programs would cost the
City $1,250 per year. Councilman Casebolt stated that this would be a fine program
to enter into. Councilman Lilly stated that this should be put in a Committee for
study.
Mayor Gibson stated that under the direction of Mr. Tdhite and the City Attorney,
an agreement has been made with Estill and Greenleej and $1^,000 is in an Escrow
Account at the Bank of Nitro to be used in the up-grading of storm sewers in the
Brookhaven area. This will enable Estill and Greenlee to develop nine lots.
Mr. Hill stated that the Nitro Taxi Stand is parking junked cars in the street
and some cars do not have a liscense plate. He further added that the cars are
using almost all of the parking spaces on 19th Street and Second Avenue. Council
discussed the possibility of putting a two hour parking sign on 19th Street. Councilman
Hill stated that if someone would have to go to the Doctor's Office there wouldn't
be a place to park. After some discussion, Council decided that Councilman Paul Hill
and Chief Johnston of the Police Department, would talk to the owner of the Taxi Stand.
Councilman Lilly stated that he would like the work on the unpaved roads in
his ward be stopped until sufficient material and equipment is available. He added
that he has received numerous complaints about one road being repaired and another
road not. He further added that the complaints could be referred to him. Mayor
Gibson stated that he would obey his wish. Mayor Gibson asked other Councilmen
how they felt about this. Councilman Casebolt stated that you can't please
everybody and you have to do what is best. Councilman 'Vihite stated that he has
not received any complaints from his ward and that he was not in a position to
say anything. Councilman at Large Allen stated that we are entering a season when
there will be a lot of trash to be picked up and the trucks that are available are
being used to fix the streets. He further added that in his opinion we should
wait for the equipment. Mayor Gibson stated that we have rough materials to fix
the streets but do not have the proper equipment. Mayor Gibson further added
that he is in favor of having the roads fixed when we have the equipment to do it
right and until then we will stop repairs.
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Councilman Lilly stated that in August Council agreed to remove the fence under
the bridge so that the children could get to Infest Sattes Elementary School without
having to cross the highway. Mayor Gibson stated that the reason the fence was not
taken down was that there was some opposition from property owners in doing so.
He further added that there would legal work necessary. Mr. Kessinger stated that
he would go with someone and talk to the man whose property the fence is on. He
further added that the man should be explained the legal aspects of moving the fence.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he had the specifications for the air
compressor and tools. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he would like bids
sent out. Mr. Tidquist further added that the following statement should be added,
"These materials or their equivalent must be used." Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that the City advertise for bids, Councilman Lilly seconded the motion All Council voted in favor. There was some discussion among Council as to the
closing date for the bids. Council decided on Tuesday, March 20, 1973 at 5:00 p.m.
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Councilman Casebolt asked if there was a weight limit sign on any of the
City Streets. Councilman at Large Allen stated that there was no limit unless
designated. Councilman Casebolt stated there is a Greyhound Bus, which a rock
group purchased, parked :by the street. This is a hindrance when someone is
pulling out of their driveway. He added that the bus has been there approximately six weeks. Mr. Casebolt stated that people who live in that area are
complaining. Mr. Kraft, a citizen of Nitro, stated'that he didn't know the bus
was a hazard until tonight. Mayor Gibson stated that a warrant would have to
be signed by a neighbor.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he had the specifications for a Quick
Fire Truck to be used to put out small fires such as garbage can fires.
Casebolt added that he would like to recommend that Council advertise for
be returned by Tuesday, April 17, 1973, at 5:00 p.m. Councilman at Large
made a motion to accept Councilman Casebolt's recommendation - Councilman
seconded the motionj All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that the Recreation Committee is accepting applications
for a Park Director.
Councilman at Large Allen asked if any information has been received from the
Department of Highways as to when they will start on the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood
Street problem. Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, to contact the
Department of Highways for more infonaation about the situation.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that a man lost his hubcap on 21st Street when
he hit a hole. Doctor Allen asked that the hole be fixed. Mr. Gene Williams,
Superintendent of the Street Department stated, "The hole was temporarily fixed
today." Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Itfilliams to explain why the asphalt was not available.
Mr. Williams replied that the asphalt company had been closed down two weeks while
repairing their equipment.
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Mr. Kessinger informed Council that he was contacted by Mr. John Planck's
attorney concerning some maps. Mr. Planck wants to build a fence across the street.
Mr. Kessinger added that Mr. Planck's attorney would like to meet with him and he
would like a Councilman to come too.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
White seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Councilman
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NITRO CITY CD TIN GIT. MEETING
March 20, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers March 20, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor;
Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist, and Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. Councilmen Thomas
Lilly, James Uhite, Paul Hill, Vernon Casebolt, and City Attorney James
Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor villiam Gibson.
Reverend Bill I-festlund gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES; Councilnrn Casebolt made a motion that the minutes
of the last Council Meeting be approved - Councilman at Large Tidquist
secpwded the motion - all Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like Council to read the first
paragraph on the last page. Mr. Casebolt stated that a rock group does not
own the bus as he had originally stated, but that a gospel group owns the bus.
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APPRO VAT. OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT; Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the
Financial Committee, stated that he would like to make a motion that the
Financial .Statement for February be approved. Councilman at Large Allen
seconded the motion - all Council voted in f?vcr.
Councilman Paul Hill reported on the Trash to Gas Project. He stated
that when information was received from Union Carbide, the understanding wss
that the Project would be\t the Institute Plant. Mr, Hill added that an
agreement was received from an attorney for Carbide, which stated that the
project would be at the Charleston Plant. He further added that since the
municipalities of South Charleston and Charleston will supply the refuge,
which would be sufficient, the City of Nitro should reject the agreement.
He added that in the future the City of Nitro would cooperate in any way
possible. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the agreement be tabled.
Councilman tfhite seconded the motion - all Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the bids for the fire truck. He stated
that three (3) bids were received for the big fire truck. They are as
follows:
Sutphen Fire Equipment Co. - Diesel operated - $UU,360j Gasoline
operated - $U2,S60.The delivery date is 12 months.
Mack Trucks Inc.: $1^0,963. It was not determined whether the bid
was gasoline or diesel operated. The delivery date is 175 working
days.
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American Fire Apparatus Co.; Diesel operated, $1*2,689 - Gasoline
operated ~ $ U l , 9 8 9 . T h e delivery date is 320 working days after the
acceptance of the contract.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like the specifications for the fire
truck to be put in a committee, and give the committee the authority to act.
Councilman at Large Priddy said, "That's an awful lot of money for a committee to have the authority to spend." Councilman at Large Allen stated
that most municipalities have committees which act on approval of the Council.
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Mr. Kessinger stated that the
to do this. Councilman Lilly
authority to act on Council's
motion. All Council voted in
Large Priddy, who opposed the

Council can give the committee the authority
made a. motion that the Committee be given the
behalf. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
favor, with the exception of Councilman at
motion and voted not in favor.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly reported on the bids for the two dump trucks. They
are as follows;
Bert Ifolfe; 2 Ton Truck - 73 F600 $6,573.30, which is the revised bid. 2 1/2 Ton Truck - F750, $7,589.68. The delivery date
is April 20, 1973C & 0 Motors; 2 Ton Truck - CE62003, $6,905-38. 2 1/2 Ton Truck,
CE66803, $7,U7U.68. Delivery date is 90 - 120 days.
J. D. Moore, Inc. ; 2 Ton Truck - $6,298.50. 2 1/2 Ton Truck
$7,UOO.OO. Delivery date is 75 days. There is also a quick
delivery date on the 2 Ton Truck which is $6,1^6.50. The delivery
date on this truck is 30 to 35 days.
Harvey ahreve; 2 Ton Truck - $6,369-00; 2 1/2 Ton Truck $7,339.00.
Delivery date was not stated.
Crown Ford; 2 Ton Truck - $7,250.00. 2 1/2 Ton Truck - $9,339-00.
Delivery date is May 9, 1973.
Gargill Motors; 2 Ton Truck - 73?600 - $8,193.00. The selling
price is $6,736.00. 2 1/2 Ton Truck - F750; $7,687-00. No delivery
date was mentioned.
Mayor Gibson recommended that this be put in the Street Committee and
this committee be given the authority to act. Mayor Gibson added that he
would like to entertain a motion to that affect. Councilman at Large
Tidquist made a motion that this be put in the Street Committee, and that
the Committee be given the authority to act in the Council's behalf. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion - all Council voted in favor, except
Councilman at Large Priddy who voted not in favor.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist reported on the bids for the air
compressor and tools. The bids are as follows:
Pump Service Go., Ihc.; Air Compressor - $U,775-30
Tools
727-ij.l
$5,502.71
The delivery date is 8 weeks.
The alternate bid is Air Compressor:
$8,830.65
Accessories:
202.50
$9,033.15
Enslow; The price is $U,650.00. The delivery date is U weeks.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if that was the total cost.
Councilman "White stated that the air compressor and tools go
with the price.
Ace Equipment Co.; The total cost is $U,1*33-35. The delivery
date is two weeks. The Company asks that the City pay in cash.
Logan Corporation; 175CFM Air Compressor - $U,660.00. 150CFM
Air Compressor $3,910.00. The accessories are $li95.00 each.
The delivery date is 30 days. >:
a
Machinery 3JKC.; The ftofeal cost is $6,600. The delivery date
is 90 days. The company will loan a machine until the new
unit is received.
Rish Equipment; The price for the air compressor and mounting
is $3,890.00 Plus $1,081;.36, making a total of $U,97U-36.
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The delivery date for Rish Equipment is one to two weeks.
Transervice; The price is $7,091.2?. The delivery date
is three weeks after the order is received.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to recommend that this be put
in the Street Committee and Councilman at Large Tidquist be temporary acting
chairman, since he formulated the specifications, if Mr. Lilly would be
willing to yield. Councilman Lilly made a motion that Councilman at Large
Tidquist be made temporary acting chairman, and that the Street Committee
be given the authority to take action. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion - all Council voted in favorj except Councilman at Large Priddy who
opposed.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on the Appalachian Street
Survey. He stated that the Power Company has not completed the survey and
that he would like this to be continued at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on the 19th Street and First
Avenue intersection. He stated that an engineer from Fike Chemical is
scaling the intersection to see if it is possible to work a third lane in
without doing away with the sidewalk. He added that he would like to have the
engineer's report to be presented to Council by the next Council Meeting.
Mayor Gibson added that we would have to have this cleared by the West
Virginia Department of Highways prior to doing any construction.
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Mr. Kessiriger, City Attorney, reported on the children's cross walk at
the end of the bridge. He stated that he, and Mr. Lilly walked through the
area and two possible solutions were discovered: (1) The children would
walk under the bridge and make a 90° turn to a walkway, which could be built
to the top of the bridge, and then the children would walk down the bridge
and into Sattes Circle on their way to the elementary school. This solution
is most desirable and also the most difficult. Mr. Kessinger added that
he would check with the State Road Commission. Mr. Lilly stated that the
only obstruction is that there is a small railing} but this could be removed
in order for the steps and railway to be made. Councilman Lilly stated
that Mr. Earl Benton suggested that the fence could be moved, which is on
his property. Councilman Lilly added that this particular solution has not
been investigated any further, because if a child would fall on Mr. Benton1 s
property he would be liable. Mr. Kessinger stated he is going to talk with
the legal department and the construction department, of the Department of
Highways, to see if the work can be done. Mr. Kessinger further added that
he would report back at the next Council meeting.
Mr. Kessinger reported on the problem at Planck Drive. Mr. Kessinger
stated that he received a certified letter from the legal representative of
John and Hazel Planck, indicating their ownership of Planck Drive. The
question is whether the city has maintained the area. Mayor Gibson stated
that the street has been used by the city to pick up trash and debris.
Mr. Keiffer, owner of two lots in the contested area, showed council a
map of the area of Planck which was turned over to the city October l5,l?6l,
and dedicated December 29. Mr. Keiffer also submitted a copy of the deed
to his property stipulating the right to a "turn around" on the street.
Mr. Keiffer added that after the lots were purchased improvements were made,
and nothing was said by Mr. Planck, until the improvements were almost
completed. Mayor Gibson stated that it appears to be a turn around.
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Mr. Keiffer stated that Mr. Planck asked permission to fence one outlying
corner. Mr. Keiffer added that he had no objection; but now Mr. Planck
wants to take the whole turn around area. He further added that if a truck
would enter the street he would have to turn around in someone's driveway,
or back into the school lot, which would be dangerous to the children
around the school. He added that Mr. Planck ran the fence on across the
turn around. Mayor Gibson recommended that this be put in the Street
Committee to be checked out by the committee, and Mr. Kessinger. Mr.
Kessinger stated that he met with Mr. Planck and suggested that he not build
the fence, but Mr. Planck did the next day ignoring his advice. He further
added that a recommendation will be made to Council at the next Council
Meeting. Mr. Kessinger also stated that some legal action may have to be
taken.

I

Mr. Kessinger reported on the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street situation. He stated that the Department of Highways will correct the problem
as soon as the weather breaks. A certain amount of time is needed to correct
the problem. Councilman Lilly stated that the project is very costly, and
it has to be a certain temperature in order to start the project. Once the
project is started it has to be completed; however it will be completed when
weather permits.
Mayor Gibson stated that the City of Nitro has started cleaning up
efforts in working with the Regional Development Authority and Governor
Moore. Mayor Gibson added that the city has collected several loads of
junk and debris. Owners of vacant lots and overgrown areas are being contacted to let them know that we are going to have a clean city. Mayor
Gibson further added that the Regional Development Authority has called a
meeting for Thursday, March 22, at 9:00 a.m. in the conference room at the
Kanawha County Court House. Mayor Gibson stated that he would like a member
of Council to attend. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he would
attend the meeting if at all possible.
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Councilman at Large Allen asked if a trash schedule had been set up.
Mayor Gibson stated that a new schedule is being made and should be
released in the near future. He further added that an advertisement will
be put in the newspaper so the citizens of Nitro could know the schedule.
Mayor Gibson stated that there is a rat problem throughout the community; and at the price of $1,2^0 per year the Kanawha County Health
Department will see that the various areas are taken care of, along with
the fly and mosquito service which we have been getting. Councilman at
Large Allen asked if better equipment would be used. Councilman Lilly
stated that if enough communities participate in the program then better
equipment would be purchased. Councilman Lilly made a motion to authorize
Mayor Gibson to enroll the City of Nitro in the program. Councilman at
Large Tidquist seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that several complaints had been received concerning heavy trucks driving through Frederick Street next to the Corrie
Building. The trucks cannot negotiate the curves on Frederick Street,
and the trucks are cutting across the right-of-way. Mayor Gibson requested
that a weight limit sign be installed. There was some discussion as to
whether the weight limit sign should be installed, and the weight limit.
Mayor Gibson stated that the semi-trailer trucks are the type used, and the
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Police Department recommended a U ton weight limit sign. Mr. Kessinger
asked if there would be another way out for the trucks if Frederick Street
were blocked. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that the trucks could go
out Walker street on the side of the building where the loading dock is.
Mayor Gibson stated that this should go into the Traffic Committee and
perhaps have a report by the next Council meeting.
Mayor stated that Mrs. Wlthrow, who operates the nursing home at 230?
23rd Street, would like a "loading zone" sign installed. She has invalids
coming in and out, and sometimes they cannot get in front of the nursing
home. Mayor Gibson added that he would like this put in the traffic
Committee.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a complaint from a resident
at 132U Valentine Circle, informing him the street is sagging, which allows
water to remain in the area long after the street has dried. Mayor Gibson
added that he would like this put into the Street Committee for study, and
report at the next council meeting. Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the
Street Committee, stated that the committee would study this and report at
the next council meeting.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he received some information, (which he gave
a copy to each Councilman) from the Planning and Zoning Commission and the
Zoning Board of Appeals concerning the property at Riverdale Acres which
was rezoned for the Dunbar Supply and Sash Company. Mayor Gibson further
stated that Council does not take any action concerning the rezoning, but
wanted Council to be informed. Mayor Gibson stated that since the Zoning
Board took action, an attorney has approached the City and requested that
the City abandon and disclaim a certain portion of Michigan Avenue. Mayor
Gibson added that he would like this put in the Street Committee. Councilman Lilly recommended that all Council meet in session for any conferences
involving this matter. Mayor Gibson stated that he would like all Council
together to make a tour of the Michigan Avenue area. Councilman Lilly stated
that this should be done and that a recommendation would be made at the next
Council Meeting.
Councilman Hill stated that he and Chief Johnston, of the Police Department, talked with Mr. Jefferies of the Nitro Taxi Stand about the cabs being
parked on 2nd Avenue and 19th Street. Mr. Jefferies stated that in the future
the cabs would not be parked in front of the Doctors' offices and the State
Farm Insurance office. Mr. Hill further added that he would like to publicly
apologize for saying that some of the cabs were parked in the street without
a license plate,. Mr. Jefferies states that the cabs are licensed and I will
accept this.
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Councilman Lilly informed Council of the changes to be made in the Levy
Estimate. Page E->7| item 39 is to read UOO instead of U,OQO. Item £3 is
to be changed from 15,200 to 18,800. Councilman Lilly made a motion that
the Levy Estimate for fiscal year 1973-197U be approved by Council. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor. Councilman
Lilly added that the Levy Estimate has to be signed.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that since the opening of the new
motorcycle shop on 11 Street, trucks have been parking across from the
motorcycle shop close to West 11 Street^ which blocks the view of cars pulling out of West 11 Street onto First Avenue. Councilman at Large Allen
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stated that we have an ordinance pretaining to this type of situation which
should be enforced. He further added that no trouble would be involved in
enforcing a sign. Mayor Gibson stated that no action can be taken unless
a sign is erected and approved by Council. Councilman Hill stated that he
would talk to the owner of the motorcycle shop before any action was taken.
Mayor Gibson stated that this should also be put in the Traffic Committee.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that the one way street sign on 3rd Avenue
and 31st Street is gone. Mayor Gibson stated that a one way sign will be
erected.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he has talked with Mr. Shreve and will
talk to the biologist to see if a meeting could be arranged sometime next
week. Councilman Casebolt expressed his appreciation to Mr. Amburgey and
Boy Scout Troop 27 for planting approximately 300 trees at the Watershed
Area and the City Park. He further added that a beautiful timberline will
be formed with the planting of the trees. Mayor Gibson stated that the
planting of the trees was under the direction of Mr. Shreve of the Soil
Conservation Service. Mayor Gibson complemented Mrs. Frazier, Secretary
to Mayor Gibson, and Councilman Vernon Casebolt for coming out to help
plant the trees on such a cold and windy day.
Councilman at Large Priddy requested that the Planning and Zoning Commission determine where the corporate limits lie on the hill section of 18
Street. Councilman at Large Priddy also suggested that the Planning and
Zoning Commission check out the Occupancy Permit Ordinance. Councilman White,
who is a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission, stated that they would
check out the corporate limits and the occupancy permit. Mayor Gibson requested that Councilman White keep the members of Council informed on this
matter. Council discussed whether or not there was an occupancy ordinance.
Mayor Gibson stated that the ordinance was voted on prior to our administration, but Council later decided to table the matter. Mayor Gibson added
that he thought this provision was included in the Southern Standard Building
Code.
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In reference to whether a trailer could be put on the 18th Street hill
section, Mr. Kessinger stated that there is a question as to whether or not
a mobile home is a mobile home; the wheels are removed and the mobilehbme .
owner does pay real estate taxes. Councilman Lilly stated that a permit has
to be obtained in order to construct a home. Mr. Kessinger stated that a
mobilehome is not constructed on the lot. Mayor Gibson stated that the matter
would be checked out.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion for adjournment - Councilman
White seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

April 3, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers April 3, 1973. Those present were: William Gibson,
Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, and Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy. Councilmen Thomas Lilly, Paul Hill, Vernon Casebolt, James
White, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
Reverend Leroy Beyer gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
that the minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved; Councilman
James White seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated that the bank balance of April 3, 1973, is $12,485.74,
in the General Fund. Councilman Lilly added that the West Virginia
Tax Department sent a certificate stating that the Municipal Levy for
fiscal year July, 1973, has been received with no revisions. He further
added that information has also been received from the West Virginia
Tax Department, which has accepted the Levy Estimate for Revenue Sharing
with no revisions.
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Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee, reported on
the problem at 1324 Valentine Circle. Councilman Lilly stated that
the Street Committee recommends that no action be taken, as the City
is not in a position to put storm sewers in that area at this time.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Michigan Avenue - Goldberg's Request,
Mr. Lilly introduced an ordinance for the first reading which would
abandon and disclaim a strip of land on Michigan Avenue. Councilman
Lilly later made a motion that the first reading of the ordinance be
accepted. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor. A copy of the ordinance is attached and is to be
included in the minutes.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Dump Truck and Trash Truck. He
stated that the Street Committee inspected the bids for two dump trucks
and awarded the bid to the J. D. Moore Company, which was the lowest
bidder. The cost of the two trucks is $13,698.50.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Fire Truck. Councilman Casebolt stated that the Fire Department Committee would like the fire
truck kept in the committee until a report can be made to Council.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the Air Compressor and
tools. He stated that the bid was awarded to the Ace Equipment Company,
which was the lowest bidder. The cost is $4,433.35, with delivery
in two weeks.
Councilman at Large Priddy reported on the 19th Street and 1st Avenue
Intersection. Mr. Priddy stated that he talked with the engineer from
Fike Chemical who made the survey. The engineer stated that there isn't
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enough space between the sidewalk and the other side of the road to
add a third lane. The railroad crossing and the sidewalk would have
to be widened. The engineer further added that a traffic light is
needed. Councilman at Large Priddy asked Council if a traffic light
could be installed at 19th Street and 1st Avenue. Mayor Gibson stated
that a traffic light could not be installed on 19th Street because
the traffic could not be synchronized with the traffic traveling over
the railroad tracks on 19th Street. Mayor Gibson added that Mr. Tony
Engle, who made a traffic light survey, recommended that a traffic
light be installed at 21st Street and 40th Street, but not at 19th
Street. Mayor Gibson further added that 1st Avenue has to be straightened
out before the traffic light can be installed at 21st Street to the
Department of Highway's specifications.
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Councilman at Large Priddy stated that a third lane would be dangerous for children crossing the highway. Mayor Gibson complimented
Councilman at Large Priddy for presenting a fine report.
Councilman at Large Priddy reported on the Appalachian Street Light
Survey. Mr. Priddy stated that he checked with the Appalachian Power
Company and they have not yet completed the street light survey.
Councilman at Large Priddy therefore recommended that a letter be sent
to the Public Service Commission pertaining to the problems of maintenance and the installation of new lights. Mr. Priddy added that if the
citizens would call Mr. William Jones, at the St. Albans office, about
malfunctioning lights, this may help. Mayor Gibson stated that the
phone number is 727-4384. He further added that five lights are out on
Main Avenue, which have been reported but the Power Company seems slow
in taking any action. Council discussed the problems of obtaining
maintenance and the amount of time it takes to install new lights.
Mayor Gibson stated that a letter would be sent to the Public Service
Commission if none of Council objected. All Council agreed that a letter
should be sent to the Public Service Commission. Councilman White
stated that a copy of the letter should be sent to the Appalachian Power
Comapny.
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Councilman at Large Allen reported on the parking in front of the
23rd Street Nursing Home. Dr. Allen stated that the Traffic Committee
observed the area and if there was ever an emergency in which a person
would have to be taken from the Nursing Home, there would be no place
for the ambulance or a car to get in front of the home. Councilman at
Large Allen recommended that the area in front of the home be designated
loading zone. Councilman White suggested that a 5 to 6 foot area be
painted in front of the house. Councilman at Large Allen stated that
there is a driveway beside the home which isn't being used and could
perhaps be used by the nursing home. Council discussed as to whether
or not the driveway has been used before. Councilman at Large Allen
stated that he has never seen a car in the driveway. Reverend Beyer,
in the gallery, stated that he has never seen a carin the driveway for
years. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the driveway be
used by the Nursing Home. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Mr. Kessinger, the City Attorney, reported on the Planck Drive
problem. Mr. Kessinger recommended that Council take no action at
this time. Mayor Gibson stated that trash trucks, garbage trucks,
laundry trucks, and other such vehicles have to turn around on the
school grounds. Mr. Kessinger stated that it is not inconceivable^
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to turn around in that area. Council discussed whether or not the
area was turned over to the City. Mayor Gibson stated that this should
be kept in the Committee; as not all members of Council has seen the
area in question.
Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, reported on the upgrading of the
ordinances. Mr. Kessinger stated that a meeting will be planned for
next week to discuss the upgrading of the ordinances.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the Regional Development
Clean-Up Campaign. Mr. Tidquist stated that every municipality participating in the clean-up will be working towards cleaning up Kanawha
County. Mr. Tidquist added that during the month of April all
trash can be hauled to the Tyler Mountain dump free of charge. Mayor
Gibson stated that the road to the Tyler Mountain landfill has just
been paved. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if individuals could
haul trash to the landfill. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that
it was not specified. Mayor Gibson stated that anyone could use the
landfill during the month of April. Mayor Gibson added that the dump
is open from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. on Saturday. Mayor Gibson stated
that Councilman at Large Tidquist made a good report and thanked him
for attending the meeting. Mayor Gibson further added that Mr. William
Ashford of the Brookhaven Garden Club and Mrs. R. V. Allen also attended
the meeting. Councilman at Large Allen stated that students from Nitro
High School attended the meeting, along with Mr. John Santrock of the
Kanawha County Board of Education. Mayor Gibson stated that the trash
trucks will pick up the debris and junk. Mayor Gibson further added
that an automobile cruncher will be brought in to get rid of the junk
cars in the community.
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Benjamin Howatt, who is the executive
director of the Regional Intergovernmental Council. Mayor Gibson stated
that Mr. Howatt accompanied him on a trip to Pittsburgh, August, 1972,
in order to obtain Federal Funding for the Secondary Sewage Treatment
Plant.
Mr. Howatt stated that he is visiting the various municipalities
in order to answer questions regarding federal funding. Mr. Howatt
added that the Regional Intergovernmental Council (RIG) is made up
of local governments in a four-county area. The purpose of the RIG is
to assist the local governments. Mr. Howatt explained to Council the
objectives of the RIG, its cooperation with government agencies, and
efforts to secure funding for projects in the four-county municipalities.
Councilman White stated that the City still has $600,000, which was
allocated for a new sewer system. The City of Nitro received the money
from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) before the freeze. Mr.
Howatt stated that funds committed by the Environmental Protection Agency
may be spent by the City and will not be taken away. Mr. Howatt further
stated that no HUD money is available at all; not even for housing or
community developments. Councilman White asked Mr. Howatt how much money
the City would receive along with the $600,000. Mayor Gibson stated
that the total estimated cost of the project is $1,275,000. Mr. Howatt
informed Council that five special revenue sharing packages are going
through Congress, which are set up to replace the catagorical grant program
A complex formula is being established to determine which city or who gets
how much money, aside from the general revenue sharing. Mr. Howatt stated
that cities over 50,000 and counties over 200,000which doesn't include
the cities, are to get a large portion of the special revenue sharing
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monies. The communities between 10 to 50 thousand will get what is
left, which is usually not very much.
Mr. Howatt explained a program to Council called "Hold Harmless."
In this program the various cities will get no less than they have
previously been getting averaged out over a five year period. However,
if a city has not had any previous HUD experience, that city will not
necessary get a thing.
Mr. Howatt stated that the National Association of Regional Councils
is trying to keep close tabs on Congress. A program is being initiated
whereby the water and sewer funds would be excluded from the special
revenue sharing, so that water and sewer funding may be applied for on a
catagorical grant basis.
Councilman Lilly asked if we would be jeopordized if the City started
with the funds that are available. Mr. Howatt stated that monies are
committed and that projects started are usually not abandoned.
Councilman at Large Allen asked how the City stood in regards to the Industrial
Park in Rock Branch. They plan to tie in to our system. Mr. Howatt
asked whether the City had made a commitment. Mayor Gibson stated that
no commitment had been made to tie in with the out lying areas. Mr.
Howatt stated that the City is commited to its citizens and if the
treatment plant can serve more people, then they could tap into the
system.with proper approval.
Mayor Gibson stated that the City has some drainage problems; and asked
if finding was available. Mr. Howatt stated that no money is available for
storm sewers but help can be provided through the Emergency Employment
Act (EEA) to help if there is a ditching problem. Mr. Howatt stated
that he would call the Kanawha County Court House to get some men to
help. Mr. Howatt passed out copies of a directory of government agencies
in the four-county area, which tells where a particular agency is located
plus other valuable information.
J L\.\~. \.
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Mayor Gibson stated that the Cancer Crusade would like to know if
canisters could be placed throughout the town to solicit for funds.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the Cancer Crusade be able
to solicit for funds. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Councilman White introduced Mr. Massey, who was a spokesman for the
residents of Easter Road. Mr. Massey stated that dogs run in packs at
night, but are usually tied up during the day; the road is impossible to
get over and residents break up cinder blocks to put in the holes; the
drainage ditches have not been cleaned out since he has lived there, and
the water drainage is ridiculous - as the water runs into basements off
the road. Mr. Massey stated that there are also junk cars parked on
the road, without licenses. Mr. Massey further added that the Police
do not patrol the area, but added that they come immediately when called.
Mr. Massey requested that a "dead end" street sign be erected at
Easter Road. He also asked how close Childers Chevrolet could park to
the Main Avenue or 1st Avenue. Mr. Massey stated that you have to pull
out into the line of traffic in order to see clearly. Mr. Massey
asked about a mobile home permit for 215 Frederick Street. Mayor Gibson
stated that mobile homes are not permitted on Frederick Street but they
are on Easter Road. Councilman White stated that he talked with Mr. Olaf
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Walker, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission, about mobile
homes being put on Easter Road. Mr. Walker didn't really know, but
thought that trailers were only permitted in certain areas of Easter
Road. Councilman White stated that this would be checked into by the
Planning and Zoning Commission.
Councilman Lilly asked if the residents of Easter Road have called
City Hall and reported the dogs to the dog catcher. Councilman White
stated that he called Mrs. Frazier, who told the dog catcher to go
to Easter Road. One dog was picked up, but later released.
Councilman
at Large Allen stated that the dog catcher will come if there is an
emergency. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Hedrick is a conscientious
worker but can't always be there. Mayor Gibson added, however, that
he would request Mr. Hedrick to patrol Easter Road more.frequently
in the future.
Councilman White made a motion that a "Dead End" street sign be
erected at Easter Road. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that men may be brought in under
the Emergency Employment Act to dig drainage ditches out Easter Road.
Mayor Gibson stated that Easter Road would get more services, but added
that there are other problems throughout the community.

I

I

Mr. Massey stated that the citizens of Easter Road would like to
have the road patched. Councilman Lilly stated that the City doesn't
have a truck to haul the blacktop and nothing to work on the street with,
but they are on order. The City will take care of the various street
problems whenever the equipment comes in. Mr. Lilly added that a Street
Committee meeting will be held to determine what has to be done.
Mr. Anthony, a resident of Hillside Drive, stated that the citizens
of Hillside Drive would like something done about the tractor-trailer
trucks that block Wilson Street while loading and unloading at Modern
Supply. If an emergency should arise, a fire truck or an ambulance could
not get through Wilson Street. Mr. Anthony added that the carpet rolls
and boxes are not neatly kept behind the store. Councilman Lilly asked
if picking the trash up twice a week would help. He also suggested that
a sign stating that tractor-trailer traffic not be allowed on Wilson Street
and a letter be sent to the various businesses concerned. Mr. Anthony
asked about the trailers parked in the residential area. Councilman at
Large Priddy stated that the mobile home sales was put on violation for
some of the trailers. Mr. Anthony stated that an 18" drain line was
installed but it won't carry the water, and the water overflows. The
drain line has now settled and there are holes. Councilman Lilly stated
that two notices were sent to the mobile home dealer, stating that they
are in violation. Councilman Lilly asked what the next step would be.
Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, stated that a mandatory injunction would
have to be filed against the trailers in violation. Councilman Lilly
made a motion that a suit be filed for a temporary injunction against
the trailers in violation. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that the Nitro Lions Club has
received permission from the Thomas Field Company for a carnival to
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benefit the community; such as buying glasses for people, providing
dental care, and doctor care. The Lions Club would like to know if
it's possible that some City workers use the sweeper to clean up the
parking lot after each night performance. Mayor Gibson stated that
most employees would probably donate help and clean up the area.
Councilman Lilly stated that the Street Committee would check
into the situation and report at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that the Community Improvement
Department of the Nitro Woman's Club will hold a luncheon in order to
raise money to do landscaping work at the Library. Councilman Casebolt
stated that %he area around the library should be leveled off before
shrubbery and flowers are planted. Councilman Casebolt added that the
Library Committee will investigate and find the work that should be done.
Mayor Gibson suggested that the Committee look into the possibility of
off-street parking.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he has obtained an estimate for
installing a fence at the Watershed Area, but the price is too high.
Councilman Casebolt, therefore, recommended that a letter be sent to the
Kanawha County Court requesting that lights be installed, a fence erected
and the road upgraded. If the Kanawha County Court helps the City, then
the Watershed can be opened. Mayor Gibson stated that a meeting will be
requested with the Kanawha County Court to discuss the problems at the
Watershed Project. Councilman Lilly stated that there are problems of
destruction in the Watershed Area. Councilman Lilly stated that the
Police are receiving calls concerning the Watershed but do not know
what they can do legally. Mr. Lilly asked if it is possible for the
Recreation Committee to consider erecting an "Off Limits" sign or a
"No Tresspassing" sign. In that way the Police would know how they
legally stand. Councilman Casebolt stated that mud is thrown into the
restrooms, broken glass is everywhere, and beer and wine bottles are
left throughout the area. Councilman Casebolt added that there is to be
a meeting with a representative of the Soil Conservation Service and the
biologists concerning the Watershed. Council discussed the legality of
teenagers entering the area and what the Police could do. Mayor Gibson
informed Council that Mr. Shreve, of the Soil Conservation Service,
stated that he could see no reason why the gate could not be locked,
but the people could still go in on foot. Mr. Kessinger stated that the
title is in the name of the Kanawha County Court. Mr. Kessinger added
that if there was a fence or no tresspassing signs erected then, if someone would come on the land, they could be arrested for tresspassing. A
rope or a chain would prevent cars from entering. Councilman Casebolt
stated that no one has been caught destructing the area, as they do it
at night. Mayor Gibson informed Council that a man in a paddle boat was
out in the lake; but there is no law that says this cannot be done. ..Mr.
Kessinger stated that the park should be closed until there is proper
supervision. Councilman Casebolt stated that the Recreation Committee
would look into the matter, with the authority to act on the installation
of signs, stating that the park is off limits until it is completed.
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Councilman Casebolt informed Council that applicants are being
interviewed for Park Director and a recommendation will be made to
Council.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the City Park is being used each
Tuesday in April by the Girl Scouts and Mrs. Amburgey,they are using the
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March ^3, lc;73
NOTICE TO ALL LOCAL LEVYING BODIES
RECEIVING REVENUE SHARING FUNDS

Please be advised that the Local Government Relations Division of
the State Tax Department does not intend to furnish local levying bodies
receiving revenue sharing funds with further forms upon which to budget
the planned expenditure of revenue sharing monies received on and acter
April 1973. Only the first two checks for the 1972 entitlement should
be maintained on the budget supplements provided by the State Tax
Department. We have reviewed these revenue sharing budgets as we
received them. If you did not hear from us, it was because your
budget was approved as submitted.
Regulations pertaining to revenue sharing appearing in the Federal
Register on February 22, 1973, stated that forms would be provided to
each local fiscal body receiving revenue sharing for the purpose of
compiling and submitting a "prespending" plan. This prespending plan
or budget form should be provided with your next revenue sharing
entitlement.
In an effort to save you unnecessary duplication of your effort,
the State Tax Department will only require that you submit to us a copy
of the prespending plan you submit to the Department of the Treasury.
At this time, this Office is insisting that local fiscal bodies
continue to keep revenue sharing monies in separate bank accounts and
to spend from those accounts rather than comingling revenue sharing
monies with other general revenues. Along the same lines, revenue
sharing monies should not be entered in the levy estimate document
except for the final page, entitled "Chapter 6, Article 9, Section 2:
List Below All Funds on Deposit as of December 31, 1972".
Thank you for your cooperation.

Ronald" G. Pearson
Director
Local Government
Relations Division
RGP/JM/hm

fttate Sax Department
CHARLESTON, 25305
NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF THE LEVY ESTIMATE
BY THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER OF WEST VIRGINIA

TO

The Municipality of Nitro

In accordance with the provisions of Article 8, Chapter 11 of the West Virginia
Code, as amended, and contingent upon compliance with the provisions of Article 6,
Section 38 of the West Virginia Constitution, I, as State Tax Commissioner of West
Virginia, do hereby approve the Levy Estimate for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
1973.
HOWEVER, APPROVAL IS CONDITIONED UPON THE CORRECTION
OF THE FOLLOWING DEFICIENCIES:
NONE

I find that any levy rates to be imposed in excess of those prescribed by the
West Virginia Constitution were legally authorized by a vote of the people.
I find that the proper rates of levy are being used to retire any existing general obligation bond debt, and that such total debt is within the limits prescribed
by the West Virginia Constitution and Code.
Given under my hand this
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park for outdoor activities. On April 15, the Cross Lanes Woman's Club
will hold an Easter Egg Hunt at the park."June 2 the Boy Scout Olympics
will be held at the Park and in May a Boy Scout camp out will be held.
Councilman Casebolt commended Mr. Gene Williams, Street Superintendent,
for the fine job he and his men have done in cleaning up the park and
getting it ready for opening day. He also thanked Boy Scout Troop #27
for planting 1,000 more trees along"1st Avenue and throughout the
community.
Councilman White asked about the $800 worth of equipment, which the
Recreation Committee voted to purchase. Councilman Casebolt stated that
the equipment was voted on and approved by the Recreation Committee, but
we have to check with Mr. Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee, to
see if we have enough money. Councilman White stated that there is a
minimum of two weeks to order the equipment and the delivery date could
be a couple of months. Councilman Casebolt stated that the Committee
discussed buying a Frog, BubBlebee, and a space slide for the Broakhaven
Mini-Park, and a Bunker Hill Climb for the Nitro City Park. The equipment should be purchased if the City expects to get the parks ready for
opening day. Councilman Casebolt stated, however, that a meeting nas
to be held so a revised budget can be submitted"for the remainder of the
fiscal year, because the salary for the Park Director has to be made.
Councilman White stated that this would take two more weeks, which is
not available. Councilman White made a motion that the $800 worth of
equipment be purchased. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor, except Councilman Casebolt and Councilman Lilly
who voted not.
Councilman Paul Hill informed Council that some of the ordinances
were repealed and new ordinances have not been drawn up to replace those
ordinances. Mr. Kessinger stated that the ordinances have not been
presented to Council and later requested that a meeting with Mr. Hill
to discuss the ordinances." •
Councilman at Large Priddy requested that the City engineer or
the Planning and Zoning Commission determine the corporate boundaries
and the R-3 Zoning Area. The area in question is the 18th Hill Section.
Council discussed whether the Building and Planning Committee or the
Planning and Zoning Commission should look into the situation.
Councilman
White stated that he would meet with the Planning and Zoning Commission.
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Councilman White informed Council of the phone call he had just
received. He stated that Mrs. Bailey, a citizen of Brookhaven, learned
that the Cross Lanes Woman's Club is proposing to build a motorcycle
track on a hill in the Brookhaven vicinity. The lady wanted to know if
this was possible and if there was an ordinance against this. There
is no charge for the use of the track. Councilman Casebolt stated that
he thought the idea may be good. Mayor Gibson stated that nothing would
happen over night and if the situation gets started, the problem will be
taken care of.
Councilman at Large Allen asked Councils help to determine what
should be done about the tractor-trailers going through Frederick Street.
Councilman at Large Allen added that a "no trucks allowed sign" could
not be posted, as there is a man on that street who owns a large truck.
Mr. Williams stated that the company has been working on the loading dock.
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Mayor Gibson stated that a 4 Ton weight limit sign could be erected,
but a sign could not be erected without Council's approval. Mr. William
stated that he would talk with the owners of the building about tractortrailer trucks traveling on Frederick Street. Councilman at Large
Allen stated that the Traffic Committee would wait for Mr. William's
report and report back to Council.
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Councilman at Large Allen made a motion for adjournment - Councilman
White seconded the motion - All Council voted in"favor.
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April 17, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers April 17, 1973. Those present were: William Gibson,
Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist. Councilmen Thomas Lilly, Vernon
Casebolt, Paul Hill, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
Councilman
James White and Councilman at Large Keith Priddy being absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion
that the minutes of the April 3, Council Meeting be approved. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee, made a motion that the March Financial
Statement be approved. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.

I
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Councilman Lilly reported on the second reading of the ordinance
to abandon and disclaim a strip of land on Michigan Avenue.
Councilman
Lilly made a motion that the second reading of the ordinance to abandon
and disclaim a strip of land on Michigan Avenue be approved. Councilman
at Large Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor. A
copy of the ordinance is enclosed and is to be included as part of
the minutes.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Quick Hit Fire Truck and the
regular fire truck. Councilman Casebolt stated that one bid was
received; that bid from the W. S. Barley and Company. The cost of the
truck is $14,695. Councilman at Large Allen asked how many specification sheets were sent out. Mayor Gibson stated that specification
sheets were sent out to the same businesses that received the specifications for the regular fire truck. Councilman at Large Allen asked
what the delivery date would be. Councilman Hill stated that the date
of delivery is 125 working days. Mayor Gibson stated that he received
a letter from the Mac Truck Company stating that they did not manufacture equipment on that small of a scale. Councilman Casebolt
stated that the purpose of the truck is to put out small fires; such
as fires in trash cans, cars, and small brush fires. Mayor Gibson
recommended that the Quick - Hit Fire Truck be put back in the Fire
Department Committee and the Committee be given the authority to act
in Council's behalf. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the QuickHit Fire Truck be left in the Fire Committee and the Fire Committee
be given the authority to act on the bid in Council's behalf.
Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the bids for the regular fire
truck. Councilman Casebolt stated that the bid was awarded to the
Mac Trucks of Allentown, Pennsylvania, who was the low bidder. The
cost of the diesel truck is $40,963.47; and the delivery date is 175
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The water capacity is 1,000 gallons.
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Mayor Gibson reported on the Appalachian Power report in the
absence of Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. Mayor Gibson stated
that he had sent a letter to the Public Service Commission, as
previously requested by Council. Appalachian Power officials have
been in touch with Mr. Priddy and myself. Appalachian Power Company
officials have assured us that in the future they wil,i give the City
of Nitro better service and are willing to cooperate with the City
on our upgrading request. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that
he noticed the street lights on all day and the power company employees
working with the lights. Mayor Gibson informed Council that new bulbs
will be installed every six months in order to eliminate as many burned
out lights as possible. Councilman Casebolt asked if the old-fashioned
style lights would be removed. Mayor Gibson stated that a street
light survey will be conducted concerning removal of the older style
street light and a report made to Council.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the Regional Development Authority Clean-Up Campaign. Mr. Tidquist stated that a meeting
was held Monday, April 16, ir.< the Council Chambers concerning the
Clean-Up Campaign. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that various
organizations were represented, such as the Cross Lanes Woman's Club,
Nitro Woman's Club, the Junior Civitans, and many other interested
organizations. Mr. Tidquist further added that Union Carbide has
donated 1,QOO trash bags to the City to be used for the Clean-Up
Campaign. The trash trucks will pick up trash in Brookhaven, and work
Ward #1 on Monday and Tuesday, (Ward #1 includes Brookhaven, 40th
Street Road, plus from 41st Street to 21st Street).
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Ward §2 on Wednesday. (Ward #2 includes from 21st Street to the
Moose Club).
Ward #3 on Thursday.
Kapok Street).

(Ward #3 includes from the City Park to

Ward #4 on Friday. (Ward #4 includes from Kapok Street to
Cleveland Avenue in Riverdell Acres).
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if more plastic bags would be
made available. Mayor Gibson stated that he would make an attempt
to get more plastic bags. Mayor Gibson added that the last time he
was in touch with Union Carbide, no more bags were available. Mayor
Gibson added, however, that some more may be available now, and he
would check to see. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that Casto
Hardware is having a sale on plastic trash bags if any citizen would
like to pick some up. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he
did not know if the City would be interested in buying additional
bags. Mayor Gibson stated that if there is enough demand for more
trash bags, the City could check into the possibility of purchasing
some plastic bags. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that many
organizations throughout the Community are interested in doing their
part to clean up the City of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported on the Frederick Street,
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heavy truck problem. Mr. Williams, Street Superintendent, talked with
the owner of the company involved. Mr. Williams stated that after the
loading dock is completed, 90% of the trucks would use the dock; however, every so often a tractor-trailer truck may have to use Frederick
Street. Councilman Lilly stated that he received a complaint from a
resident of Frederick Street since Mr. Williams had discussed the matter with the owner of the company stating that tractor-trailer trucks
were parking on Frederick Street. Councilman Casebolt stated that
the trucks are tearing up the street when they try to negotiate the
curve. Councilman Lilly stated that the citizens paid to have the
street paved, which is being torn up; the street is narrow and the
trucks go over the curb and create large holes beside the road. When
there is prolonged rain, the water will build up underneath the street,
causing a drainage problem. Councilman Lilly, therefore, made a motion
that signs be installed at both ends of the street excluding tractortrailers from using the street. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the
motion. All Council voted in favor.
Mr. Kessinger reported on the walkway under the Nitro-St. Albans
Bridge. Mr. Kessinger stated that he talked with a representative of
the Department of Highways, who has requested a meeting with him and
Mr. Lilly about the possibility of the walkway. Creating the walkway
involves, cutting out a portion of the bridge for an entrance way.
Mr. Kessinger added that when the meeting is held next week, the
situation will be worked out.
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Mr. Kessinger reported on the upgrading of the City Ordinances.
Mr. Kessinger stated that the Ordinance Committee met last Tuesday,
April 10, to work on the ordinances. The Committee scheduled_meet:ings
for alternate Tuesdays^for the next three or four weeks. Mr. Kessinger added that the ordinances are in the rough draft form and are
being finalized. Mr. Kessinger further added that they are working on
the Building and Plumbing Code, and the electric code.
Mr. Kessinger reported on the Planck Drive problem. He stated
that the problem is basically taken care of, as far as the legal position of the City. Mr. Kessinger added that if Council so desires,
a notice will be sent to Mr. Planck informing him that his fence or
baracade is in violation and request that he remove the chain-link
fence. Mr. Kessinger stated that he would inform Mr. Planck's
attorney, who can inform Mr. Planck of the violation.
Councilman
Lilly stated that the garbage trucks, trash trucks, and etc. cannot
turn around to pick up the trash and garbage at the elementary school.
Mr. Kessinger stated that in his'opinion the fence is on City property
and should be removed. He further added that the turn around at the
end of the street should remain as that, in order for the garbage
trucks to turn around. Mayor Gibson requested that the City Attorney
write a letter to Mr. Planck's attorney with a carbon copy going to
Mr. Planck and a copy be given to Council. Councilman Casebolt made
a motion to accept Mayor Gibson's recommendation. Councilman Lilly
seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the Lion's Club Carnival
Project. Mr. Tidquist asked Mr. Gene Williams to report to Council.
Mr. Williams stated that he has nine men who are willing to come in
to work a half hour early without pay in order to clean up the parking
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lot at the Thomas Field Company, where the carnival is to be held.
Mr. Kessinger reported on the Kanawha Avenue and Dogwood Street
problem. Mr. Kessinger stated that he has been in touch with the
Department of Highways, and they will start to work on the street
as soon as the weather permits.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he attended a meeting with the Kanawha
County Court Commissioners along with several other Mayors and City
officiials in reference to the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation
Authority (KVRTA). The KVRTA has scheduled an election to be held
June 5, 1973. The KVRTA would like the City of Nitro to go on record in support of the election. Mayor Gibson further added that the
Kanawha County Court has requested a $200 donation from the City of
Nitro to substantiate the City's stand on the election. Mr. Kelly
Castleberry has asked for this donation, and the Kanawha County Court
will pay the difference of the cost for the election. Mayor Gibson
further added that the Kanawha County Court will schedule the election
in our community. Councilman at Large Allen asked what position this
would place the City in regards to the money requested in the past
months, if the election passes. Mayor Gibson stated that money
requested in the past few months may not have to be paid. Councilman
at Large Allen made a motion that $200 be donated to the KVRTA for
the election. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All Council
voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Municipal Service Department has
approximately 15 accounts past due, amounting from $1,600 to $1,700.
These accounts are to be turned over to a Justice of the Peace.
Councilman Lilly stated that the Justice of the Peace has to be paid
$7.50 for each case turned over.
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Mayor Gibson stated that each individual sued has to pay the fee.
Councilman Lilly stated that a lien would be placed against the property if no collection is made. Councilman Lilly asked why an owner
could sell his property without the lien cleared. Mr. Kessinger stated
that the lien may not be recorded and therefore, the owner could sell
the property. Mayor Gibson stated that this is the first time the
City of Nitro has sued for past due accounts. Mr. Kessinger stated
that a special lien book in the County Clerk's office contains sewer
liens and other types of liens. Councilman Lilly stated that the
levy estimate for the next fiscal year, 1973-1974, has to be certified by Council. Mr. Lilly added that there are no revisions in the
levy estimate. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the levy estimate
for the fiscal year 1973-1974 be entered in to for the City of Nitro.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly stated that the Police Committee held a meeting
April 10, 1973. A copy of the minutes were sent to the Finance
Committee. The following recommendations were made:
(1) Two new policemen to be hired May 1, 1973
(2) One dispatcher to be hired May 1, 1973
(3)

One secretary to be hired May 1, 1973

Councilman Lilly added that the Finance Committee met on April
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11, and reviewed the budget, and stated that funds are available to
meat the needs of the Police Department. Councilman Lilly made a
motion that Council approve the recommendation to hire the four new
employees for the Police Department. Councilman Casebolt seconded
the motion. All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly stated that the new police cruiser should be
delivered some time in May.- Councilman Lilly added that the Chevrolet
Biscayne Police Cruiser is consuming more oil than gas and is a hazard
to the Policemen;_
Councilman Lilly stated that with the addition
of two new policemen; another police cruiser is needed and he therefore
made a motion that bids be advertised to purchase a new police cruiser
for the Police Department. Mr. Lilly added that with the purchase
of another police cruiser, the Police Department would have only three
cruisers and they should have four. Mayor Gibson stated that the new
cruiser would replace the 1971 Chevrolet, which is creating problems.
Councilman Casebolt seconded Councilman Lilly's motion to purchase
one new police cruiser. All Councilmen-..voted'in;favor',, except Councilman
Paul Hill who abstained.
Councilman Lilly stated that the City of Nitro is well within its
budget as of the first of April. He added that amendments to the
budget have to be made, but the Tax Department recommends the amendments be made at one time.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if there was an ordinance
concerning noise. Mr. Kessinger stated that there are such laws, which
is called disturbing the peace. This is a misdemeanor. Mayor Gibson
stated that some motorcycles are creating excessive noise. Mr.
Kessinger stated that there is a law concerning noisy cars and motorcycles which would be defective equipment; such as a faulty exhaust
system. Mayor Gibson stated that the Police Department is willing
to work with the problem. Councilman Casebolt stated that the
Recreation Department has interviewed several applicants for a Director
of Recreation. He further added that the Finance Committee has
assured the Recreation Committee that money is available to hire the
Director. Mr. Casebolt added that he hopes to have the Director on
the payroll Monday, April 23, 1973. Councilman Casebolt further
added that he would notify the press when the appointment is made.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Council give the Recreation
Committee the authority to hire the Recreation Director. Councilman
Lilly seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt stated that there is not ample parking space
for some of the apartment houses on Main Avenue. This causes many of
the business houses to lose customers. The people who drive by think
a particular store is busy, and won't go in. Mayor Gibson suggested
that this be put in the Traffic Committee and a report be made at the
next Council Meeting. Councilman Casebolt recommended that the Traffic
Committee consider posting two-hour parking from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. along Main Avenue in front of Bogg's Barber Shop and Ace Furniture,
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Councilman at Large Allen stated that the high school students
are utilizing 21st Street to park their cars. Dr. Allen stated that
one lady has difficulty pulling out of her driveway because of the
cars parking close to the driveway. The students once used the lower
end of the Kroger parking lot to park their cars. Mayor Gibson

suggested painting the area around the driveways yellow. Councilman
Gasebolt stated that this has helped in the east end of town. Councilman at Large Allen stated that maybe something could be worked out
with the principal of the high school.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that he hopes the man who will
be working on the Rat Control Program will get the job done. Dr.
Allen further suggested that the Rat Control Program work hand in
hand with the Clean-Up Campaign.
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Councilman at Large Allen asked that since South Charleston has
dropped out of the Dog Catcher Program, what position does that put
the City of Nitro in regards to the truck that was scheduled to be
purchased. Mayor Gibson stated that it is his understanding that South
Charleston intends to stay in the program until July 1, 1973. Councilman Casebolt asked if an agreement was signed with the City of
South Charleston, Mayor Gibson stated that this is a year to year
agreement. Council discussed the possibility of the municipalities
involved in the Dog Catcher Program purchasing a truck, as the other
truck is four or five years old. Councilman Lilly stated that it
is his understanding that a new truck may be purchased by the municipalities involved during the next fiscal year.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the Council meeting
be adjourned. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All Council
voted in favor.
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May 1, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers May 1, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson,
Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, and Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist.
Councilmen James White, Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, Vernon Casebolt, and
City Attorney James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William
Gibson. Reverend James Arbogast gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Hill stated that a correction
should be made in the minutes of the last Council Meeting. The correction
is where all Council voted in favor of advertising for bids for one
police cruiser. Mr. Hill stated that he didn't vote at all for the
cruiser. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes of the
April 17, 1973 Council Meeting be approved with the correction - Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee,stated that the balance as of Tuesday, May 1, is $53,079.57.
Mr. Lilly added that for the ten months which have past in this fiscal
year, the city is operating well within the budget.
Councilman at Large Allen reported on the parking problem on Main
Avenue near Ace Furniture Company, and Boggs Barber Shop. Dr. Allen
stated that he would like more time to investigate the problem and
to talk with the individuals involved living nearby. Councilman Casebolt asked if the car was still parked without a license plate in that
area. Mayor Gibson stated that the car was evidently moved, as he has
not seen it parked there.
Councilman Lilly reported on the proposed walkway at the NitroSt. Albans Bridge. Mr. Lilly stated that the citizens involved in
the proposed walkway underneath the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge, from Fenton
Circle to Sattes Circle, have changed their mind and now object to
building the walkway. Councilman Lilly stated that the Committee has
abandoned this approach. Councilman Lilly added, however, that he would
like for the City Attorney to meet with the State Road Commission about
the feasibility of installing a lighting system on the median as a
school crossing. Councilman Lilly stated that a stop light cannot be
installed because of the heavy flow of traffic coming on and off the
bridge. Councilman Lilly stated that he and the City Attorney will try
and work out the situation with the State Road Commission.
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Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, reported on the upgrading of the
City Ordinances. Mr. Kessinger stated that he has the first chapter in
rough draft form for Council to go over and make revisions. Mr. Kessinger
stated that Council should go over the ordinances Chapter by Chapter to
get them in the proper form. Council discussed whether or not an
Ordinance Committee should be appointed or that all interested Councilmen
attend. Mayor Gibson stated that at the beginning of the revision of
the ordinances, all members of Council were present at the meeting.
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Mayor Gibson further added that he would like all members of Council
to attend the ordinance meetings as often as possible. Mr. Kessinger
stated that seven nights should be all the time needed to complete
the ordinances. Mr. Kessinger added that he would like to meet with
Council after the meeting to go over the first Chapter of the
Ordinances.
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Councilman Casebolt made a Recreation Department report to Council.
Mr. Casebolt introduced Mr. Allen Stanley, the new Recreation Director
to Council. Mr. Stanley stated that he is happy to be employed by the
City of Nitro and thanked the Recreation Committee for hiring him.
Mr. Stanley added that he and Mayor Gibson have traveled to the various
recreation areas in the community and the potential recreation areas
to develop Nitro into a Recreational Center. Councilman Casebolt stated
that Mr. Stanley has been working hard and has attended meetings with
the Kanawha County Court and the Soil Conservation Service concerning
the Watershed Project. Councilman Casebolt further stated that Mr. Stanley
is working with Mr. Williams, the Street Superintendent, in getting the
pool and park ready for opening day.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on the Appalachian Street
Light Survey. Mr. Priddy stated that he has not finished looking over
the summary of the proposed street lighting system. Councilman at Large
Priddy added that he would like to meet with the Street Light Committee
before making a report to Council.
Mayor Gibson stated that the City is in need of an office for
Mr. Stanley, the Recreation Director, and Chief Johnston, of the Police
Department. Mayor Gibson stated that he would like the Building and
Planning Committee to study the possibility of two new offices. Mayor
Gibson added that Mr. Stanley is sharing an office with Mrs. Frazier.
Councilman Casebolt stated that a recommendation should be made by the
next Council Meeting.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he would like the Fire Department Committee
to declare vacancies in the Fire Department for one Captain and one
Sergeant; and that a Fireman's Civil Service Test be given for the
positions stated.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has received a letter form Mrs. Eloise
Traux, Secretary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, requesting permission
to hold their annual Buddy and Poppy Sale in the City of Nitro, May 25
and 26. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Mayor Gibson inform
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Great Kanawha Post #3466 and its ladies'
auxiliary, that they may hold their Buddy and Poppy Sale in the City of
Nitro. Councilman White seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if the fire hydrant on 21st Street
was going to be replaced. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Curtis, of the
West Virginia Water Company, felt it would be foolish to replace the
fire hydrant at this time; as there are other hydrants in the area which
meet the 1,000 foot limit for fire hydrants in a Class 6 area. Mayor
Gibson added that Mr. Curtis felt the City should hold back and wait
to install the fire hydrant.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like the Finance Committee
to consider lowering the price for admission to the pool from $1.25 for
adults and $.75 for children, to $1.00 for adults and $.50 for children
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Council discussed whether a weekend guest should have to pay out of
town rates. Councilman Lilly stated that he would check into the
request made by the Recreation Committee. Mr. Lilly added that the
swimming pool has been budgeted to bring in a certain amount of money,
and if that amount is not reached, then the prices would have to remain
the same.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the City has joined the trash-to-gas
project with Carbide, a trash-to-gas project with Charleston, and is
participating in the Western Landfill on Tyler Mountain; however, the
landfill on Smith Street has been neglected and there are big rats in the
landfill. Councilman Lilly stated that as soon as the dump trucks arrive
and the weather permits, approximately 300 truck loads of dirt will be
taken to the Smith Street Landfill. Councilman at Large Allen asked when
the Rat Program would start. Mayor Gibson stated that a representative
from the Health Department stated that the Rat Control Program would not
start until after the Fly and Mosquito Program. Mayor Gibson added that
the Health Department may offer the City some assistance in eliminating
the rat problem before the regular scheduled time, and that he would
get in touch with that Department.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he has received complaints
concerning the drainage problem on Easter Road, which might have caused
damage to a washer and dryer, and asked what the City intends to do.
Mayor Gibson stated that the workers from the Kanawha County Court did
some work on Easter Road. Councilman White stated that Mr. Massey feels
that nothing has been done in the problem area. Councilman White added
that the Massey's have retained an attorney to perhaps collect damages.
After further discussion of the matter, Mayor Gibson stated that
nothing could be done to correct the problem until the weather cleared
and more equipment is available. Mayor Gibson added that he and the
City Engineer are going to check out Easter Road, 31st Street East, and
other problem areas tomorrow. Mayor Gibson asked if Council knew of
any other places that needed to be checked out. Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that there is a drainage problem on Penwood Avenue that
needs to be checked out.
Councilman Lilly complimented the Garbage men in picking up the
garbage in Ward 4 last month.
Councilman Lilly stated that he has received numerous complaints
in regards to the alleys and chug holes. Mr. Lilly stated that he
explained to the residents that at the present time neither money or
equipment is available to do that type of work; however, more money
would be available in July.
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Councilman Hill stated that there is a lot of prowlers in Ward 2.
He added that if street lights were installed in the area from 4th Street
to 21st Street East and on 3rd Avenue, this may take care of the problem.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that the new type of light would
spread light out over a wider area. Mayor Gibson stated that he was
informed by Mr. Judy, of the Appalachian Power Company, that any
street lights wanted, that is not recommended, just send a letter and
it will be worked out to our satisfaction.
Councilman Hill requested that the Fire Department Committee look
into the possibility of installing a fire hydrant on 18th Street hill.
Mr. Hill stated that this was in a committee once before, but no action
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was taken. Councilman Hill further stated that there are quite a few
houses on that road and there is no fire hydrant.
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Councilman White stated that he has received a complaint from
Mr. Harold Romine of the Nitro Post Office, in regards to the street
numbering in the east end of town. The numbers do not run consecutively.
Mr. White stated that the Nitro Post Office has given a recommendation
for renumbering the area of First Avenue South, Michigan Avenue, and
the old county road. Councilman White further added that he has discussed
the renumbering with the Street Numbering Committee.

Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion to accept the recommendation
to renumber the east end of town. Councilman Lilly seconded the motionAll Council voted in favor. Mr. White stated that the Council could
discuss later whether the Post Office or the City would notify the
residents.
Councilman White again stated that the citizens of Easter Road
have obtained an attorney and apparently, they have grounds to complain.
Mr. Kessinger stated that the City may have an obligation to mitigate the
damages and if so, they should do this as soon as possible. Councilman
at Large Priddy stated that if a backhoe were used on Easter Road, it
may eliminate the problem. Council further discussed the problem of
Easter Road and its damages.
Councilman White made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor.

Mayor
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May 15, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council Chambers,
May 15, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder;
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, and Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman James White, Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly, Vernon
Casebolt, and James Kessinger, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson. Reverend
James Arbogast gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes of
the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, made a motion that the April Financial Statement be approved. Councilman
at Large Priddy asked why there was a large amount of money spent for office machines.
Councilman Lilly stated that a typewriter was purchased last month, and the rent
of the copier and stamp machine was paid. Councilman Casebolt seconded Councilman
Lilly's recommendation - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Lilly reported on the Police Cruiser. Councilman Lilly stated that
one bid was received. The reason that one bid was received is that the close out
day for ordering 1973 cars was approximately April 27, 1973, and all new cars would
be a 1974 model and the cost of the vehicle would not be known. Councilman Lilly
added that the delivery date would not be until November. Mr. Lilly stated that
he contacted four different concerns in an effort to locate a vehicle that would meet
our specifications. He further added that if the car was located in a 250 mile radius,
no charge would be made to the City to pick up the car. However, over 300 miles the
City would be charged to pick up the car. The various concerns reported, however,
that no car had been located. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the Police Cruiser
be put in the Police Department Committee and report at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Allen reported on the parking problem in front of Main
Avenue near Ace Furniture and Boggs Barber Shop. Mr. Allen stated that he has not
had a chance to meet with the Traffic Committee. Councilman at Large Allen added that
he would like to talk with one more person in the area and meet with the Traffic
Committee before reporting to Council.
Councilman Paul Hill reported on the offices for the Recreation Director
and Chief of Police. Councilman Hill passed out a rough draft of the plans for
the remodeling of City Hall. Mr. Hill made a motion that the City advertise bids
for the remodeling of City Hall. Councilman White seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor but Councilman at Large Tidquist who abstained.
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Councilman Casebolt reported on the pool rates. Mr. Casebolt stated that he
has checked with the Finance Committee and has decided to leave the pool rates
as they are. Councilman Casebolt stated that the grass is cut at the pool and park
and the painting is ahead of schedule. Mr. Casebolt added that a drinking
fjuntain is to be installed at the paai and the sidewalk across from the pool
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is paved.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the fire hydrant on 18th Street Hill. Mr.
Casebolt stated that he did not get to talk with anyone in that area; but added,
however, that it appears that a fire hydrant may be needed. Councilman Casebolt
requested that this be kept in the committee until the next Council Meeting.
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Councilman at Large Priddy reported on the Street Light Survey. Mr. Priddy
stated that all Councilmen have had a chance to look over the revised schedule
of rates and the light sizes. Mr. Priddy made a motion to accept the Appalachian
Power Company's proposal. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor. Councilman Hill stated that there are streets that need more
lighting. Councilman Lilly stated that all the City would have to do in order to
obtain more lighting is to draft a letter stating where the light should be installed, and the power company would do their best to provide the lights. Councilman at Large Allen stated that more complaints would probably be made during the
sunnier months because of the tree foliage. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated
that he has received a complaint that smaller bulbs were installed instead of
the larger bulbs. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that the smaller type of bulbs
would probably be replaced.
Mayor Gibson stated that he received a letter form the Appalachian Engineers,
Inc. The letter stated that they had inspected the sewer on Blakes Drive; and
after careful consideration from an engineering standpoint, they had several
suggestions. The engineers felt that the situation should be correct because
of it being a probable health hazard as well as a nuisance caused by sewage standing
in the roadway ditches. The letter also stated that this project will involve
several thousand dollars, and since the Sanitary Board operates on a close budget,
the work in this area could be done in the EPA project around August 1, 1973.
Also included in the letter was that due to the recent judgement of the EPA
they now include collector sewers in their project. This would be a great savings
to the City of Nitro and will allow all unsewered areas to be taken care of.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has received a letter from the Kanawha County
Health Department dated May 7, 1973 in regard to Easter Road. A copy of the letter
is attached and is to be included as part of the minutes. Mayor Gibson added
that the City Attorney has been to the area along with Mr. Anderson,'..the City
Engineer. Mr. Kessinger stated that he checked on the problem and as far as he
could determine, there is no evidence of a sewage problem in the area. The
problem could be a water disposal problem. Mr. Kessinger added that the City is
not in a position to take any action at this time. Mr. Kessinger further added
that there is a drain located on real estate belonging to an individual, not
the City. There is a watershed from an individual's property contributing to this
problem. Mr. Kessinger stated that he is not aware of a sewage problem, as he
was there to look at the drainage problem. Mr. Kessinger further stated that the
pipe is on an individual's property which extends to another individual where the
pipe is buried in the ground at the lower end. There is an excessive amount of
run-off water in. the basin which extends four or five feet on an individual's
property. The problem has existed for many years. Councilman White stated that
he believed that sanitary sewers would be installed in that area, but later asked
if installing sanitary sewers would alleviate the storm problem. Councilman Lilly
stated that installing sanitary sewers would not take care of the problem but installing storm sewers would. "However, much expense would be involved. Councilman
Vlhite asked Mayor Gibson what the City Engineer thought about the area. Mayor
Gibson stated that the opinion of the City Engineer was that this is a legal
matter as the pipe starts on private property on one side of the road and on
tteother side of the road the pipe is one private property. Mayor Gibson stated
that the .estimated cost to repair the area is $3,500. Mr. Kessinger stated that
itcis'up-'.tD-.the individual whose property the pipe is located to correct the
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situation. The City cannot do anything because the pipe is on private property.
Mr. Kessinger further added that the .City could remove the pipe that is on the
City's right of way, but added that he is not sure of where the City right of way
is. Councilman at Large Allen suggested that Mr.Saber be notified of the City's
intentions as far as the sanitary sewers are concerned.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has a list of new committees and their members.
Mayor Gibson added that the swimming pool committee would be eliminated because the
swimming pool would operate under the direction of the Recreation Comnittee.
Mayor Gibson further added that the three new committees are the Insurance Committee, Storm Drain Committee, and the Sidewalk Committee.
Mayor Gibson complimented the Recreation Committee for the outstanding job
in selecting Mr. Stanley as Recreation Director. Mayor Gibson added that Mr. Stanley
seems to be extremely capable and is doing a very good job.
Mayor Gibson stated that residents in the east end of Nitro, whose addresses
were changed, have been notified. Councilman White thanked the members of the
Mayor's staff who typed the cards.
Councilman Lilly asked if Riverdell Acres is included in the EPA sewage
project. Mayor Gibson stated that Riverdell Acres, 40th Street Road, and Blake's
Drive are included in the project. Mayor Gibson further stated that he requested
a letter be sent to him so that he would have something definite in writing
in regards to the Blake's Drive sewage problem.
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Mayor Gibson thanked all of the citizens of Nitro for helping the City in
the Clean-up Campaign. Individuals from the various schools and the ministerial
association were at the meeting held at City Hall.
Mayor Gibson announced with regret that Mr. Earl Dye of the Nitro Fireman's
Civil Service Commission has resigned. Mayor Gibson added that Mr. Dye has done
a fine job. Mayor Gibson appointed Mr. William E. Harris of 1540 Fenton Circle
to replace Mr. Dye.
Mayor Gibson also announced that he has received a letter from Mr. Olaf Walker,
Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission stating that he has taken on other
activities and feels that he should resign. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
like to replace Mr. Walker with Mr. C. R. Winter of Brookhaven. Councilman White
stated that he thought the Chairman should be a member of the Commission who has
more experience. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Winter \could not necessarily be
the Chairman, but added that Mr. Winter is well qualified. Mayor Gibson further
stated that this matter could be resolved later.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that he has received several complaints pertaining
to the railroad crossing at Layne Avenue and Lock Street. Councilman Casebolt
requested that Penn Central Railroad be notified about the repairing of the
crossing. Mayor Gibson stated that if we ask them to repair one crossing, we should
request them to repair all of them. Mayor Gibson added that he has sent a copy of
the ordinance about blocking railroad crossings to the Penn Central Railroad.
Mayor Gibson further added that you never know when an explosion could happen at
one of the plants. Councilman Lilly stated that Council should compliment the Penn
Central Railroad for the well-built railroad crossing at the Nitro-St. Albans
Bridge and recommend that the other railroad crossings be fixed as well as that
one.
Councilman Casebolt made a moiton that Council give the Recreation Committee
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permission to advertise for recreational equipment in the approximate amount of
$7,000. The equipment is as follows:
6 - Two passenger pedal boats @ $695 each
3 - Single passenger pedal boats (§ $330 each
3 - Canoes @ approximately $150 each
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Councilman Lilly seconded Mr. Casebolt's motion. Mr. Lilly added that the
Recreation Committee met with the Finance Committee abouttthe feasibility of
purchasing the equipment - All Council voted in favor. Councilman at Large Allen
asked if the pedal boats and the other boats could be used for private use.
Dr. Allen added that in the years past this could not be done. Councilman
Lilly stated that the authority comes through the contract agreements of the
Watershed. Councilman at Large Allen stated that numerous agreements were signed
informing us of what had to be done. Councilman Casebolt stated that he has
checked with Mr. Jones and the City may use the boats. Councilman Lilly stated
that if it does not rain, the contractor may be able to finish the Watershed
within ten days. At the end of ten days the SCS will be asked to inspect the area.
If it meets the specifications, then it will probably be turned over to the City
of Nitro. Dr. Allen asked if swimning was allowed at the Watershed. Councilman
Lilly stated that swinming will not be allowed.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he has been questioned about the problem at
Washington Avenue and Ivy Street. Mr. Casebolt added that he has informed the
residents that when the equipment comes in, Washington Avenue and Ivy Street will
be high on the priority list.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he was held up approximately 22
minutes at the railroad crossing on 19th Street. Mr. Priddy added that he has
received numerous complaints about cars blocking the view of the cars coming from
40th Street on to First Avenue. By the time you pull out far enough so that you can
see, you have either hit someone or have gotten hit. Mr. Priddy added that it is
difficult to make a left turn. Councilman at Large Priddy suggested that the
Traffic Conmittee or the Police check into the matter. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he was informed that Childer's Chevrolet has purchased a strip of
land between the curb and the sidewalk. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that if
someone plants shubbery or trees which block the view of the motorists, the owner
is required to remove the shrubs or trees. After further discussion, Mayor
Gibson suggested that the City Attorney check into the problem.
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Councilman at Large Allen stated that he would like to meet with the Traffic
Committee about the possibility of reserving one or two parking spaces in the front
of the two churches, which are located on the streets that impose a two-hour
parking for persons wishing to talk with the Reverend. Councilman Lilly stated
that he would look into the recommendation.
Councilman White informed Council that the detailed maps belonging to the
Planning and Zoning Commission have been misplaced. Mr. White added that there
are many important decisions that have to be made. Mayor Gibson stated that he
is under the impression that the maps are not at City Hall since Mrs. Frazier
and other members of his staff have looked for the maps several times. Mayor
Gibson added that members of the Council are welcomed to come in and look for
the maps whenever they wish to. Council discussed in detail the whereabouts of
the maps and who might have borrowed them. Mayor Gibson suggested that Councilman White contact members of the Planning and Zoning Camnission and ask that
an emergency meeting be held to determine where the maps might be. The Mayor
said he felt that some of the members might have a copy.
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Councilman Hill asked who was responsible for raising the manheads and storm.sewer
covers on Second Avenue. Mayor Gibson stated that the City is responsible to do this.
Councilman Hill stated that he has noticed that a stick has been placed at one of the
sewers on Second Avenue warning motorists that the situation is dangerous. Mayor
Gibson stated that the problem will be taken care of as rapidly as possible.
Councilman at Targe Tidquist stated that last surmer the City ordered adapters for
the sewers and when received, they were too high; and therefore, they could not be
used. This is from 27th Street to the intersection at First Avenue. Mr. Tidquist
added that the catch basin has to be built up in order to have them level with the road.
Mayor Gibson agreed that there is a problem and it will be corrected in the near
future.
Councilman Lilly stated that he has received a report from the Department of
the Treasure in regards to the report for the entitlement period of January 1-June
30, 1973. Mr. Lilly added that a meeting has to be held within the next two or three
weeks to appropriate and allocate the Revenue Sharing Money for this year.
Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

June 5, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers June 5, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom
Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy being absent. Councilmen
Thomas Lilly, Paul Hill, Vernon Casebolt, James White, and City Attorney James
Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson.
Reverend Harold Goodpastor gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Casebolt stated that there is to be a
correction in the minutes of the last Council Meeting. Councilman Casebolt
stated that there is a coke machine installed at the pool, not a new water
fountain. The water fountain was installed at the little league field. Mr.
Casebolt made a motion that the minutes of the last meeting be approved with
the correction. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
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FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee,
stated that at the close of the day there was $44,112.25 in the General Account.
Mr. Lilly added that we are operating well within the budget through the eleven
months of this fiscal year. Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Melton how many unpaid
bills we had. Mr. Melton stated that there are a few outstanding bills from
Monday and Tuesday.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Community School Finances. Mr. Lilly
stated that the Comnunity School has finished its last six-week session until
next fall. Mr. Lilly added that Council agreed to assist the Community School
on a six-week basis, after which an evaluation would be made. The Ccnmunity
School has a $500 deficit, which they would like the City to assist in paying.
Councilman White stated that we may have given the impression that we would
assist them each session. Councilman Lilly agreed with Councilman White that
we should help out the Conmunity Schools for this six-week session. Councilman
White made a motion that Council donate $500 for the six-week session which
just finished. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Police Cruiser. Mr. Lilly stated that one
bid was received, which was from Capitol-Chrysler Plymouth, Incorporated. The
cost is $3,100. Mr. Lilly made a motion that Council accept the bid submitted
for the Police Cruiser. The delivery date is November 10, 1973. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman
Casebolt stated
areas which may
requested Mayor
to check in and

Casebolt reported on the fire hydrant on 18th Street Hill. Mr.
that he has checked out 18th Street Hill and has found other
need a fire hydrant. Councilman Casebolt added that he has
Gibson to write a letter to the Water Company requesting them
see what areas might need hydrants.
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Councilman Casebolt reported on the bids for the Recreation equipment. The
bids are as follows:
(1) Economy Marine Sales: Six, 2-passenger pedal boats with two
life cushions.Total price is $3,954
Three aluminum canoes - Total price is $570
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Six canoe paddles - Total price is $36
Ten children's life jackets - Total price is $37.50
Ten adult life jackets - Total price is $47.50
Twenty adult life cushions - Total price is $45
The total price of all the equipment is $4,690
(2) Cunningham Associates: Six pedal boats. Total price is
$3,540
One #4053 60" X 15' floating dock - Total price is $523
Two #4054 floating boat docks - Total price is $1,108
The total price of all the equipment is $5,171
(3) Mitch's Marina: Six 2-passenger pedal boats. Total price
is $2,898
Three canoes - Total price is $570
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Six canoe paddles - Total price is $19.50
Ten life jackets - Total price is $27.50
Ten adult life jackets - Total price is $37.50
Twenty life cushions - Total price is $75
The total price of all the equipment is $3,650
The pedal boats from Mitch's Marina can be delivered fifteen days from
the contract date. Immediate delivery on all other equipment.
Mayor Gibson recommended that the bids be put in the Recreation Committee
and either give the Committee the authority to act in Council's behalf or report
back at the next Council Meeting. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the
bids be put in the Recreation Committee. Councilman White seconded the motion All Council voted in favor except Councilman Hill who voted no.
Councilman Hill reported on the bids for remodeling City Hall. The
bids are as follows:
(1) Teays Valley Heating and Cooling: This bid is for 2-5 Ton air
conditioners only. The total price is $3,792 for a professional
job throughout the building, including insulation.

I

59

I

(2) Landers Heating and Insulating: The bid includes all of the
remodeling work and a guarantee of all mechanical equipment
installed for one (1) year from the date of installation. The
number of working days to complete the work is 120. The total
cost of the work is $32,840
Mayor Gibson stated that specification sheets were sent to eighteen
companies. Mr. Melton stated that the companies were telephoned and the
specifications sent out. Mr. Kessinger stated that the building trades on
strike may have something to do with the amount of bids received. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that the bids be put in the Building and Planning Committee and report at the next Council Meeting. Councilman White seconded the
motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson stated that the City is experiencing difficulty at the Watershed. Mayor Gibson added that there are groups of individuals staying out there
until midnight or later. The individuals are also swimming there and no
supervision is provided. The contractors have not finished the area and have
to upgrade the roads and tie up some lose ends. Mayor Gibson further added
that if the Police demand a person to leave the area and the individual refuses,
the Police do not have any way to go. Mayor Gibson further informed Council
that at 12:00 one night there were 19 cars parked at the Watershed. Councilman
Casebolt stated that he went through the area a week ago and it made him
"heartsick" to see all of the damage. Mr. Casebolt felt that the City would
be within their rights to close the Watershed until further notice. Mr.
Kessinger, City Attorney, recommended that he, Mayor Gibson, and a member of
Council meet with the Kanawha County Court to discuss putting up signs
stating that the Watershed will be closed until the contractor completes his
work and there is adequate supervision provided. At the request of Councilman
White Council discussed whether to limit the time that individuals could arrive
and leave the area. Mr. Kessinger suggested, however, that the area be closed
completely to prevent any more damage and to get the park in shape for opening
to the public. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Mr. Kessinger, Mayor
Gibson, and Councilman at Large Tidquist contact the Kanawha County Court
in an effort to place the Watershed area off limits until it is ready to
open. Councilman Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor except
Councilman White who voted no.
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Carl R. Smithers, Vice President of the Kanawha
Valley Regional Transportation Authority (KVRTA). Mayor Gibson stated that
the City of Nitro has already gone on record in support of the KVRTA in regards
to the bus issue. Mr. Smithers informed Council that buses would not remain
on the road after August if the bond issue did not pass. The bond issue must
pass before matching money can be obtained from the Federal Government. The
bus service will be extended to other areas in the near future. Such areas
as Montgomery, Alum Creek, and Sissonville. If the bus issue passes, it will
raise the taxes on a $20,000 home to approximately $6 per year. It would
raise the average person's taxes $3 or $4 per year. Without bus service there
would be no transportation for the elderly and for the people who travel to
work by bus. Councilman White asked Mr. Smithers about the bus rates. Mr.
Smithers stated that the rates would stay the same and in the future they may
be lowered. Councilman White also asked Mr. Smithers why the tax payers should
have to pay if not enough people are riding the buses. Mr. Smithers stated
that when service is started in other areas the number of people riding buses
would increase. Councilman White asked about supplying smaller buses. Mr.
Smithers stated that smaller inter-urban busses, free of charge, are in the plans
of the KVRTA to run in the large areas. Councilman at Large Allen asked about
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the purchasing of new buses. Mr. Smithers stated that the KVRTA has hopes of
purchasing the Charleston Transit Authority and buying new, modern, air conditioned buses. Mr. Smithers added that if buses are idle for a great length
of time, there would be a maintenance problem. Councilman at Large Allen asked
what happens after the five-year period is ended. Mr.Smithers stated that
after the five-year period it is hoped that the KVRTA can be self-supporting.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that there are many dedicated people working
with the KVRTA in their efforts to pass the bond issue.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has received a form from the Department of
the Treasury, Washington, D. C., concerning the expending of our revenue
sharing allocation for the entitlement period beginning January 1, 1973 to
June 30, 1973. The figures are as follows:
(1) Recreation - $49,064
(2) Upgrading library and the facilities
inside - $21,026
Fifty percent for the maintenance of the existing services, and fifty
percent for new or expanded services. Mayor Gibson requested that Council
approve the Revenue Sharing. Mayor Gibson added that we will advertise the form
in the Kanawha Valley Leader. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the form
be approved by Council - Councilman White seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that he and the office staff have checked
through the Council Minutes through the past six years trying to find who is
on the Library Conmission. Mayor Gibson added that to the best of his
knowledge all of the members' terms have expired. Mayor Gibson further
added that he recently appointed Mr. Steve West to replace Dr. Hogshead on
the Commission and stated that approximately five new appointments will be made
at the next Council Meeting. Mayor Gibson added that he has three names of
individuals who are interested and qualify to serve on the Library Conmission.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that if they know of any one who they feel
qualify for the Library Conmission to feel free to submit their names.
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Councilman Lilly requested a meeting with the Finance Coimittee to adjust
the budget so that it can be presented at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he has received calls about cars
parking on east 31st Street near the slide. Mayor Gibson stated that a sign
was installed but it only stayed up one night. Mayor Gibson stated that
he has been advised by the City Attorney and the Engineer to keep our hands off
the area other than maintaining one way traffic.
Councilman Casebolt stated that there is a house being built on Kanawha
Avenue next to Smith Street which does not have a lot number. When the street
was numbered this lot was missed. This was put in the Street Numbering Committee.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the landfill is becoming a health-hazard
for the people living in the area. Mayor Gibson stated that the landfill was
much improved from the way it use to be, but informed Council that it was
still in much need of attention. He further stated that he had to lease,
rent, or borrow a large bulldozer in order to finish the landfill. He further
added that dirt had to be hauled in from other areas, which would require equipment and legal releases prepared by the City Attorney before going onto private
property. The Mayor stated that since the swinming pool work is almost finished,
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we shall give the landfill the proper attention.
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Councilman at Large Allen stated that a sign is need at 2138 & 2176 21st
Street informing persons that a bump is ahead. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that a sign stating that a bump is ahead be installed. Councilman
White seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the meeting be adjourned Councilman Hill seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

June 19, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
June 19, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor;
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith
man at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman James White, Paul Hill,
Vernon Casebolt.

the Council Chambers,
Tom Melton, Recorder;
Priddy, and CouncilThomas Lilly, and

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson. Rev.
Byers gave the invocation. .
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the minutes
of the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman White seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Tom Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, reported that on Page 2 of the Financial Statement under Revenue Sharing
Funds Account, the total is $101,038.85, Withdrawals amount to $20,000.00 and the
balance is $81,038.85. Directly below this is the Revenue Sharing Checking Account
showing checks issued from #101 to #105 amounting to $14,155.75. This total represents
checks issued for an air compressor, a Police Cruiser, and a new truck for the Street
Department. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the May Financial Report be approved.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson presented the 1972-1973 Budget Revision. Councilman Lilly reported
that the Finance Committee met last Wednesday, June 13, to revise the budget for the
fiscal year 1972-1973. Each member had a copy of a letter, the Estimated Receipts,
and the Estimated Current Expenses for the fiscal year. Mr. Lilly added that a copy
letter goes to the Director for the Tax Department to reconmend an approval of the
revision. The Finance Committee made a motion that the recommendation be approved as
the revision is made. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning Committee, reported
that the Committee makes a recommendation to reject all bids for lemodeling City Hall.
Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion. Councilman Casebolt asked what the
Council proposed to do by rejecting the bids. Mayor Gibson stated that the Council
will follow through with the motion since it had been seconded and bring up the matter
under new business - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Allen, Chairman of the Traffic Committee, made a motion that
the Council provde the Presbyterian Chruch on 21st Street and the United Methodist Church
on 20th Street with a parking space. He added that these spaces should not be used
particularly as a minister's parking area but for anyone associated with the Church.
Councilman Allen added that the sign should say "Church Parking Only". Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor. Councilman Casebolt asked
how many spaces were to be given to the Churches for parking. Mayor Gibson reported
that two were requested.
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Mayor Gibson said that he had a complaint from one or two citizens in regard to
a drainage problem in the inner circle of Valentine Circle. This problem occurs after
a storm or heavy rain. The resident at 1333 Valentine Circle requested that this be
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put in the Storm Drain Comniteee or the Street Committee or both. Mayor Gibson
suggested that the two Conmittees might be able to work together on the problem.
Councilman Lilly asked if there were storm drains there. Mayor Gibson answered
saying that there may be one around Holley Street. Councilman Lilly then asked
if this was the drain problem that had come up before:Council in the past. The
Mayor stated that it was not, but this was a similar situation.
Mayor Gibson said that he had written a letter to the Water Company asking
them to give Council an up-to-date survey on fire hydrants, and he should be a
reply soon.
Mayor Gibson added that he would appreciate the presence of some or all of
the Council to meet with a group of elected and appointed officials at the Blakes
Creek/Armour Creek Watershed at 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 20, to go through the
Watershed complex and the area there for an inspection. The Mayor went on to say
that a letter had been sent to the Commissioners of the Kanawha County Court, the
Board Members of the Western Soil Conservation District, the Board Members of the
Capitol Soil District, the State Conservationist, and the District Conservationist
requesting their presence also. Councilman at Large Allen asked if this was to be
the final inspection. Mayor Gibson replied that he hoped it would. Councilman
White asked if the contractor thought his work was completed there. The Mayor
said that he thought the contractor may feel that he is finished. Mayor Gibson
added that he would appreciate as many coming out as possible for the benefit of the
Community.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported that there were people from Kanawha Avenue
South that would like to present Council with a problem as far as traffic is concerned.
Those present were Mr. Mickey Lemon, Mr. and Mrs. William Casto, and Mr. K. E.
Johnson.
Mr. Lemon, spokesman for the citizens comnittee, stated that it is not actually
a problem yet, but that indications point in that direction. Mr. Lemon reported
that Mr. Collins, a resident of Blackwood Avenue, wants to start bringing heavy
equipment by access of an unpaved alley in the area of Kanawha Avenue South off
Blackwood Avenue. Mr. Lemon went on to say that Kanawha Avenue was paved by the
property owners before being brought into the City, and the property owners have
maintained it since. Mr. Lemon reported that the residents on Kanawha Avenue South
who are opposing this action would like a weight restriction of 4,500 pounds put
on Kanawha Avenue South. Mr. Lemon also stated that Kanawha Avenue South was only
a 9"5" pavement, thin blacktop, and ends in a dead-end street. He added that the
street was actually used by only one person, Adrian Bateman. Councilman at Large
Allen asked what Mr. Collins was using the alley for. Mr. Lemon replied that Mr.
Collins is not using it for anything at the present time, but he has given them
indications that he wants to use it to bring heavy equipment to move dirt and rocks
on his property. Mr. Lemon further stated that Mr. Collins can get to his own
property by other means but not through the other residents' property at the same
time ruining their property, which is why they are protesting the action.
Councilman at Large Allen asked if the other residents used it primarily. Mr.
Lemon stated that they did not, but instead used the drive off Blackwood Avenue,
and the alley is not used by anyone. Councilman Allen added that in other words,
they would like a weight limit sign put up. Mayor Gibson said that the Council
would have to put this matter into the Traffic or Street Comnittee and allow them
ample time to study the situation. Mr. Lemon asked that restrictions be put on
Kanawha Avenue South between now and the time the Committee comes up with a solution.
The Mayor replied that this would be up to the Council. Councilman Lilly, Chairman
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of the Street Committee and Councilman of Ward 4, stated that since he is in Ward 4
and this is the one involved, suggested to make a recommendation that this be put
in the Street Committee. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept Mr. Lilly s
reconmandation. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
Mr. Lemon inquired about traffic between now and the time a solution was reached.
Mayor Gibson answered saying that traffic be allowed to flow as normal and _ all
building, filling-in, and excavating must, of course, be approved by the City's
Building Inspector.
Councilman Casebolt reported that he had been questioned about the Perm Central
Railroad Crossings. Mayor Gibson stated that he had written one or two letters to
the Railroad Company. The Mayor added that he had given the Police Department rigid
instructions, and he had also called two men of high positions with the Penn Central
Railroad Company. The Mayor further added that they were just going to start
giviigthe conductor a ticket for blocking the crossings for long periods of time.
Mayor Gibson also stated that he had talked it over with the City Judge about doing
this. The Mayor added that from here on out the law was to be enforced. Councilman
Casebolt then inquired about the repairing of the crossings. Mayor Gibson replied
that he had heard that a man has been awarded a contract to repair all crossings
from Charleston to Point Pleasant or Gallipolis, Ohio. The Mayor further added that
he had talked with the man about ten days ago, and the man said that he was of the
opinion that he will get started soon in the Charleston area coming in the direction
of Nitro, so we should be one of the first.
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Councilman Casebolt also stated that for the last six months there has been a
large hole on Kanawha and Dogwood Avenues. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Robert Hayne,
the engineer, was at City Hall on Monday, June 18, for a Sanitary Board Meeting. The
Mayor added that he had talked with Mr. -Speed Jones, chief construction engineer for
the State Road Commission, and Mr. Jones has been assured that they will get started
on the problem soon. The Mayor added that we could expect a letter from Mr. Hayne
in a day or two at which time he is going to write to Mr. Jones confirming their
telephone conversation, and we will receive a copy of that letter. The Mayor added
that he thinks the Council can expect some action soon.
Councilman at Large Priddy was also concerned about the blocking and condition
of the crossings and stated that he had also received complaints. Mayor Gibson
said that the crossings have been improved some in the last month but not as much
as the Council would like. Councilman Casebolt added that the crossings have not been
improved to the point that a house could be saved should one catch fire while a
crossing is blocked. Mayor Gibson then asked Council if they could see any improvement in the crossings. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he has been held up
at the crossings three times in the past month for as long as twenty minutes.
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Councilman at Large Allen stated that he would like Gene Williams to go upon
Bailes Drive where the manhole is on top of the hill and sewage comes down Bailes
Drive. He said he feels that this should be corrected. Councilman at Large Priddy
added that this was outside the city limits. Councilman at Large Allen went on to say
that since we charge the residents a sanitary fee, he thinks the City has an
obligation to repair it. The Mayor reported that three new joints of pipe have been
recently installed there. The Mayor added that it has been a continuous problem
because the earth is moving so much that there is no longer pavement there. Mayor
Gibson added that it has been a problem for several years, and from time to time a
leak does spring. When the sewer was installed it was not installed deep enough.
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The Mayor went on to say that we may have to take a backhoe up there and put the pipe
much deeper which would be a major project.
Councilman White reporte d that the citizens of Brookhaven met and voted to
lease the mini-part to the City. He added that he hopes the Council can talk with
Mr. Kessinger, The City Attorney, to proceed with the legal procedures involved in
this matter.
Councilman White added that the Recreation Committee met with the people from
Brookhaven and it is now a matter of drawing up a lease and having it signed by the
City and the residents of Brookhaven with the approval of Council.
Councilman White also asked that the Sanitation Committee be consulted about
the feasibility of putting Brookhaven, which is presently served! by the Union Public
District Sewer System, on the new Nitro Sewer System which is to be extended out
40th Street. Councilman White added that he had talked with the City Engineer, Mr.
Bob Anderson; and Mr. Anderson said that with a minimum investment by the City, Brookhaven could be included since the residents of Brookhaven are citizens of Nitro.
Mr. White stated that he would like to have this put in the Sanitation Committee.
Councilman White added that the City Engineer said that the original plans were to
extend the system all the way out 40th Street. With 100 more yards of sewage pipe,
the people in Brookhaven could be accommodated. Mayor Gibson asked if the Council
wanted to put the matter in the Sanitary and Health Committee. Councilman at Large
Allen added that he thought the matter would be taken care of by the Sanitary Board
since the Sanitary and Health Committee did not include sewage systems. The Mayor
said he would welcome the idea of bringing the system in. Councilman White stated
that it seemed to him that it would be an advantage to both the City and the citizens
of Brookhaven. The Mayor went on to say that the matter had been brought up in the
past, but it had not been discussed to the point that it could be done in the near
future, because the City had not received a second grant. Councilman White added
that Mr. Anderson had said the project may be started this summer. Councilman at
Large Allen asked if Mr. White had enough information that there is some area that
the City could work out with the Union Public Service District. Mr. White replied
that he would rather not make a statement on it, but stated that Mr. Kessinger said
he would check into the legal aspects. Mayor Gibson said the Sanitary Board had just
met on Monday before the Council Meeting and would meet again on July 2. Councilman
White stated that Mr. Anderson had assured him that it was really not a problem from
his standpoint; and once the City put in new sewers, we would have adequate pumps
and the size of the sewers would be adequate to accommodate Brookhaven.
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Mayor Gibson said he would like to recommend to Paul Hill to put the remodeling
of City Hall back into the Committee and try to act in the area of getting a Chief
of Police office and an office for the Recreation Director. The Mayor went on to
say that neither he nor Mrs. Frazier had air conditioning.
Councilman Hill said that the Committee would try to come up with something. The
Mayor asked if Council wanted to put it back in the Conmittee. Mr. White asked if
Council thought that if they advertised again if they could get more bids since only
one was originally received. Councilman Casebolt said that legally he did not think
Council could advertise again since they published the bid they received. Councilman
at Large Allen made a recommendation that it be put back in the Building and Planning
Conmittee. Dr. Allen added that he knew Mr. Hill was doing a great deal of work on
it and felt he should be given ample time to explore and get the job done the way
he thought was best. The Council agreed to Dr. Allen's request.
Councilman Hill reported that on Fourth Street there are a couple of small
holes which keep getting larger. Mr. Hill added that this is on Third Avenue going

I

_
•
•

towards the hill where it leaves the blacktop going on to concrete Pavement He
tether added that cars are dropping into the holes and the people would like to
have them filled. Councilman Hill also reported that on Tenth Street ^Second
Avenue going up to Third Avenue, there are cars parking on both sides of the street,
and sinfe there are holes in the street, they are difficult to miss.
Councilman Hill also stated that on Thirteenth Street and First Avenue, tree
limbs are hanging over and trees have grown up and are blocking the view going on. to
First Avenue. Mr. Hill added that he would like to have Gene Williams check this
out.
Councilman Lilly reported that the City had endeavored to fill the did landfill,
and there is alot of dirt that has to be hauled there. Mr. Lilly went on_to say
that at the present time, the work that has been done, which has greatly unproved
the landfill, confronts them with the fact that they need a heavy piece of equipment
to move the dirt around so that we can haul in the neighborhood of 200-300 loads
of dirt on top and spread it around. Mr. Lilly added that the old garbage fill
below the interstate must be renovated because the Health Department had indicated
that no more dumping is allowed there. Councilman Lilly went on to say that a complete filling job has to be done but the City has only a endloader. This means that
if the City does the work themselves, it will need to rent a bulldozer. Mr Lilly
reported that the rental fee for a big bulldozer is in the neighborhood of $1000
a month Councilman Lilly added that they had found a large bulldozer that is for
sell, and the City can buy it for $3000. He further added that this piece of equipment has been checked by the mechanic and the operator had operated the bulldozer.
Mr. Lilly went on to say that he would like to ask the Council for permission for
the Garbage and Street Department to purchase this bulldozer.
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Councilman at Large Priddy asked what the size of the bulldozer was. Councilman
Lilly answered that it was a D-6 and was used in coal stripping. However, the
owners went out of business when stripping was narrowed down to small strippers.
He stated that this bulldozer had $1900 of repair work done recently to get it in
good operating order. Mr. Lilly felt that this was a tremendous investment for the
City to acquire a bulldozer to satisfy its needs. Councilman Lilly made a motion
that the City purchase this piece of equipment. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion.
Councilman White asked what the City would use it for after the landfill is
completed. Councilman Lilly replied that after the landfill is completed and the
old garbage fill is completed below the interstate, the City still owns about seven
acres of land where the garbage fill is that we can use for expansion. He added that
the City is in the process of acquiring some land to build a City garage on so we can
use it in that area. After it has served all of the City's purposes, Councilman
Lilly stated that he was sure we could sell it and get a good resell if this is the
route the City wants to take.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if there was any chance of getting the bulldozer on a lease purchase. Councilman Lilly answered that for $3000 they were
probably not interested in a lease purchase. Councilman Casebolt added that he
though the City would get $3000 out of it even if we only get the landfill taken care
of. Councilman White asked how the City would haul it after it was purchased.
Mr. Gene Williams stated that this would not be a major problem - All Council voted
in favor of the purchase.

I

Councilman Lilly made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Casebolt
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

July 3, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers July 2, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson,
Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, and Councilman at Large Keith Priddy.
Councilmen Thomas Lilly, Paul Hill, Vernon Casebolt, and City Attorney
James Kessinger. Councilman James White being absent.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the
minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman at Large
Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

I

FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee,stated that the present City Administration has finished its
first year in office and has paid all of the bills for the first fiscal
year, ending June 30, 1973. The bank balance is $18,248.51. Councilman
Lilly further informed Council that on June 19, 1973, a request for a
revision of last year's estimate was sent to the Tax Commissioner.
On June 27 a letter was received from the Tax Commissioner stating
that the extimate was within the law. Councilman Lilly requested that
the letter be made part of the minutes. Councilman at Large Allen
made a motion to accept Councilman Lilly's report. Councilman Casebolt
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly reported on the 4,500 pound weight limit sign for
Kanawha Avenue South. Councilman Lilly stated that he would like the
Street Committee to meet with the residents in that particular area.
Mr. Lilly added that he would report at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Hill reported on the remodeling of City Hall. Councilman
Hill made a motion that the City advertise bids for one 5-Ton air
conditioner with the wiring up graded to a 300 "Amp" breaker panel
system to be used in conduction with the remodeling of the Mayor's office
and the conference room. Couniclman Hill added that this bid is just
for the equipment and installation of the air conditioning and
breaker panel system. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor, and requested bids to be opened next Council meeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the drainage problem at
1333 Valentine Circle. Mr. Tidquist stated that he has checked into the
situation and the only solution is to install storm sewers in the area.
Councilman Lilly stated that it is very expensive to do this and added
that there is no -financial means by which the City can solve the problem
at this time. Councilman at Large Priddy asked where the nearest storm
sewer is located. Councilman Lilly stated that the nearest storm sewer
is on Main Avenue, two blocks away.

•

Mayor Gibson informed Council that he has telephoned Mr. Jones,
with the West Virginia Department of Highways, about the Dogwood Street
and Kanawha Avenue problem. Mayor Gibson stated that the letter, which
each Councilman has, indicates that he has been in contact with the
Department in an effort to get them to move in on the problem. Councilman at Large Allen stated that if no action is taken within ten days,

the Mayor should call again. Dr. Allen added that he has received
numerous complaints from residents in that area about the situation.

Mayor Gibson gave a copy of a letter from the West Virginia
•
Department of Highways to all members of Council in regard to the
H
40 stop signs, posts, and hardware, that the West Virginia Department "
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of Highways sent to the City to be placed in designated points throughout the City. Councilman at Large Allen stated that he has received
numerous complaints about the speed limit being 25 miles per hour in
residential sections in the City. Dr. Allen asked if the Department
of Highways could dictate what type of sign the City has to install
in residential areas. Councilman Casebolt asked if the City has to
turn over the signs that are removed. Mayor Gibson stated that he
will talk with the Department of Highways and try to get something concrete worked out on both of these matters.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has not heard from the West Virginia
Water Company about the fire hydrant survey. Mayor Gibson added that
he will check into this before the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked when a stop light would be
installed in the City. Mayor Gibson stated that he has not heard
any more about the stop light. Although Mayor Gibson believed that
the stop light at 40th Street had been approved. However, First
Avenue had to be straightened out at 21st Street by the Department
of Highways before the light can be installed. Mayor Gibson further
added that a stop"light at 19th Street could not be installed because
it is impossible to synchronize a stop light with the railroad tracks.
Mayor Gibson further added that he would check into the situation.
Mayor Gibson made five appointments, to the Library Commission.
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(1) Reappointment of Steve West, 2154 - 21st Street
five year term
(2) Appointed Dolly Withrow, 24 Broadway Gardens
four year term
(3) Appointed Sharon Pennington, 104 Beech Street
three year term
(4) Appointed Connie Townsend, 14th Street
two year term
(5) Appointed David Hart, 210 Brookhaven Drive
One year term
These appointments are effective July 1, 1973.
Mayor Gibson handed a copy of the letter from Mr. William Blake, Editor of
the Kanawha Valley Leader, to Mr. James Kessinger, City Attorney, to read before
Council. A copy of the letter is attached and is to be included as part of the
minutes. Mayor Gibson stated that he denys all of the charges which the Kanawha
Valley Leader makes. Mayor Gibson added that the City has an extremely good group
of duly elected Councilmen who are operating to the best of his knowledge very
honorably and businesslike. Mr. Kessinger stated that he has been associated with
the present City administration since July 1, 1972 and has, in the past, been
associated with other municipalities. Mr. Kessinger stated that he does not see how
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<rthe City officials could spend any more time on City matters than they do. Mr.
Kessinger added "chat he has attended many sessions conducted in Committee Sessions.
Mr. Kessinger further added that he is appalled at the contents of the letter and
felt that it is illfounded and is not based on facts. Mr. Kessinger stated
that when the remark about "rubber stamping" decisions is brought up in the letter,
it is thought to be in reference to the fact that the City government operates
through committees that report to Council during Council Meetings. Mr. Kessinger
stated that this is the way Government operates. Mr. Kessinger further^added that if
the Government did not operate through Committees, the City Council Meetings would
never conclude and the Councilmen would be at City Hall a great portion of the night
without ever finalizing the work. Mr. Kessinger commended the Councilmen for the time
they do spend throughout the week conducting Committee Meetings. Mr. Kessinger added
that if all of the City affairs were left for the first and third Tuesday of each
month, the obligations of the Council and the Mayor to the Community would never be
fulfulled. Mr. Kessinger further added that Mr. Blake should spend a week or two
following members of Council and the Mayor to see just how hard the City administration works and the next letter would be a letter of apology to each of you
expressing his deep gratitude for such dedicated people. Mr. Kessinger added
that he thought a letter expressing gratitude and dedication is the type that the
City should have received instead of this letter that is ceretainly in illtaste and
honfaction. Mayor Gibson stated that he challenges Mr. Blake to prove these
allegations. Councilman at Large Allen informed the reporters that were present
that the offices at City Hall are always open for inspection of anything they may
want to see. Councilman at Large Allen added that the personnel in the offices will
take time to show any one any public records they may need to see or help them find
the information they may need. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he has nothing
to hide and nothing has been done as far as he is personally concerned in secret.
Mr. Tidquist added that any one is welcome to sit in on the meetings, but added that
they get pretty lengthy at times. Councilman at Large Tidquist further added that
he felt like he should not be called guilty of holding secret meetings and added
that it is strictly against his principals and his way of living. Mr. Tidquist
further stated that he resented it very much.
Councilman at Large Tidquist informed Council that the City is in need of
two new pieces of equipment:
(1) One striping machine to line the parking lots and curbs
(2) One tree limb chipper to chop up the trees and shrubs to
make them easier to haul
Mayor Gibson stated that the City borrowed a striping machine one weekend, but it
rained the entire weekend and no striping was done. Councilman Hill suggested that
this be put in the Street Committee to be checked out. Councilman Lilly stated that
the Street Committee would check out the situation and report at the next Council
Meeting.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that in the area of the First Baptist
Church a cone tractor came in to do some curbing, but never finished the job. He
added that the contractor should also piece together the sidewalk. Mayor Gibson
stated that he would get in touch with the Preston-Carroll Corporation, who was
the contractor, about finishing the work.
Councilman Casebolt reported to Council about the work being done by the
Recreation Department. Councilman Casebolt stated that new playground equipment had
been installed at the City Park. The fences and backstop are also almost completly
painted. Mr. Casebolt added that another project is to mount posts into the parking
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lot to divide the parking lot into different sections with entrances into each
section. This will give the parking area more organized parking. The City is
also in the process of installing lights over on the basketball court. Councilman
Casebolt stated that the swimming lessons for this year had just completed and he
has received compliments that this is the best swimming lessons Nitro Pool has
ever had. Mr. Casebolt informed Council that a crew of men are working at the
Watershed trying to get it ready for opening day on July 14, 1973. The festivities
will include free hotdogs, free cokes, a band concert, a concert by the Nitro High
School chorus, and a dedication speech by Congressman John Slack.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that the annual July 4 Little League Day is
tomorrow. Mr. Casebolt urged all to attend.
Councilman Casebolt thanked the Police Department for the fine job they
are doing in keeping the cars slowed down throughout the town.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that a "No Parking" sign be placed from
the corner of the Church of Christ on Main Avenue to the end of their church building.
The church needs this parking area to load andurioad passengers on their buses.
Without this parking area, the buses will have to either park in front of the church
to unload or across the street, which is dangerous when crossing the street. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if Mayor Gibson had received a recent report
from the Appalachian Power Company concerning the upgrading of street lights. Mayor
Gibson stated that he was informed that the Power Company had to order a considerable
amount of equipment before the work could be started. Mayor Gibson added that he
would contact Mr. Judy of the Appalachian Power Company about the survey.
Councilman at Large Allen requested the Garbage Conmittee to check into the
Municipal Service Fee. Dr. Allen asked why a person has to pay the $5 fee even
if he receives no garbage pick up. Councilman Lilly stated that the Municipal
Service Fee is not garbage pick up alone. It is a combination of trash pick up,
garbage pick up, Police and Fire protection, Street maintenance, and etc. If a
house is empty the Police have to patrol the house more often to see that nothing
happens. Mayor Gibson stated that the Municipal Service Ordinance went in to
effect March 1971 and provides for various benefits. Councilman at Large Allen
requested that this be checked out.
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Councilman at Large Allen asked if anything has been done concerning the
receiving of gasoline bids. Mayor Gibson stated that he has checked into the
situation. Mayor Gibson added that a contract was made in 1970 by retiring Mayor
W. W. Alexander, concerning gasoline purchases. This contract renews itself each
year if no correspondence is received by the City. It was decided that since the
gasoline industry is in such a state of gasoline shortage, that the contract should
be left as is.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that received congratulations from a citizen
of Nitro for installing the poles on the prking lot at the park. She thought they
were to keep out the speeders.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that he is of the opinion that electricity
is needed at the Watershed. People do bring their electric coffee pots, electric
skillets, and other appliances to cook with when on picnics. Council discussed the
possibility of just installing the electricity now and not worry about the lights.
Mayor Gibson suggested that the Finance Committee and the Recreation Committee
check into the matter and report at the next Council meeting.
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NTTRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
May !'), 19/J

The regular meeting of the Nit.ro City Council was held in the Council Chanters,
May 15, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Ton Melton, Recorder;
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Kei±h_Prjjddy, and Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Oouncilinen James White, Paul Hill, Thomas Lilly. Vernon
Casebolt, and James Kessinger, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson. Reverend
James Arbogast gave the invocation.
&TROVAL OF MINUTES: Gnmcilman Qisebolt made a motion that the minutes of
the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion
All Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL. STATEMENT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, made a motion thaFThe April Financial Statement be approved. Councilman
at La.rge Priddy asked why there was a large amount of money spent for office machines.
J4^^CJJ^lIJ^LJ?yr^h^sed.J=asjtj[npnth_^ and the rent
i
^taipjmdimt^_was__p_ai.U. Councilman Gisebolt seconded^ Councilman
Lilly's reeorrrnendation - All Comic i 1 voted in favor.

Councilman Lilly reported on the Police Cruiser. Councilman Lilly stated that
one bid was received. The reason that one bid was received is that the close out
day for ordering 1973 cars was approximately April 27, 1973, and all new cars would
be a 1974 model and the cost of the vehicle would not be known. Councilman Lilly
added that the delivery date would not be until November. Mr. Lilly stated that
he contacted four different concerns in an effort to locate a vehicle that would meet
our specifications. He further added (hat if the car was located in a 250 mile radius,
no charge would be made to the City to pick up the car. However, over 300 miles the
City would be charged to pick up the car. The various concerns reported, however,
that no car had been located. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the Police Cruiser
be put in the Police Department Committee and report at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Allen reported on the parking problem in front of Main
Avenue near Ace Furniture and Boggs Barber Shop. Mr. Allen stated that he has not
had a chance to meet with the Traffic Committee. Councilman at Large Allen added that
he would like to talk with one more person in the area and meet with the Traffic
Committee before reporting to Council.
j
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Councilman Paul Hill reported on the offices for the Recreation Director
and Chief of Police. Councilman Hill passed out a rough draft of the plans for
the remodeling of City Hall. Mr. Hill made a motion that the City advertise bids
for the remodeling of City Hall. Councilman White seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor but Councilman at Large Tidquist who abstained.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the pool rates. Mr. Casebolt stated that he
has checked with the Finance Cormuttee and has decided to leave the pool rates
as they are. Councilman Casebolt stated that the grass is cut at the pool and park
and the painting is ahead of schedule. Mr. Casebolt added that a drinking
fountain is to be installed at the pa*l and the sidewalk across from the pool

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

V

August 20,

1974

The regular m e e t i n g of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on August 20, 1974, at 8:00 P.M.
Present
were Mayor W i l l i a m D. Gibson, C i t y Recorder Tom Melton, City
Attorney Frank Arrn.ida. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Council:
_al_L,a r g e K e i th_
_ __P_r
_ i d d v , Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Tounc i Iman Ve r n on CaseTxfl't, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman

Thomas Lilly and Councilman Dewey Mann.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of the
St. Pauls United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL_ MEETING MINUTES FOR AUGUST 6, 1974: Mayor
Gibson reminded
reminded Counci tKa t: eacTPmember had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
made a motion for approval of the minutes. Councilman Dewey Mann
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR JULY, 1974: Chairman
of the Finance Committee, Mr.THomas~Lilly,asked that approval
of the financial statement be delayed until next council meeting
since the Finance Committee had not had an opportunity to review
the report.
ORDINANCE REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF LIMITING THE MAYOR
TO TWO~CONSECIJTT VE TERMSjJ_N_ "OFFICE;
0FFICEj Counc i Iman Dewey MamV7
Chairman of the TTrdlnance Commit tee, reported that the Ordinance
Committee had a meeting August 12, 1974. At this meeting it was
decided there should be no ordinance to limit the Mayor's tenure
of office. It is recommended that this be treated by incorporating
it in a City Charter. By Charter, it would be a direct mandate of
the people.
NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Gibson stated that he was very happy to announce to
Council that we are bringing to Nitro Colonel Lawrence Craft, who
originally started out in State Police work in April, 1947, with
a detachment'assigned to Nitro. Colonel Craft will be appointed
to Police Chief effective September 1, 1974. Over a period of
years- he worked his way up through the ranks to become second in
command over the entire state of West Virginia in the Department
of Public Safetv. He added that he was sure Colonel Craft would
be a tremendous asset to the police force of the city of Nitro.
Councilman at Lars1/' Dr. R. V: Allen said he felt that the city is
very fort tin a t e t o j -. e t a man of this caliber, and that other
communities had w.mted him also. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
stated that all comments have been very favorable, and that people
have told him they consider Colonel Craft a good policeman, that
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fl
to* William Olbfon, Mayor
City of Kttro

ELeae* accept ay resignation fron tho position of Acting Chlof of
Police, to be effective 30 June 19720

I will oentinue to eerre on

the «t«ff of the Police Department *• Sergeant until Midnight 11
at vbich ti»e I vill reeign from the ft>lic« Departaent*

Tnoaaa L. Blaalngin
1 Julj 1972

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
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IcvKMUC SMAMINO
VANIA Avenue. N.w,
. D C. 20226
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Dear Mr, Gibson

This letter is in response to your telephone inquiry
concerning the time .Limit on use of qener, 1 revenue sharing
funds.
Section 51.40(b; of r'ic revenu..- shar i ncj regulations
.specifies that these funds must be ;sed, obligated or
appr opr i a t e d within 2A months of th< end < f the entitlement
period for which, each cheek is app.! ; cable. The first two
checks (December ] 1 , .i()l.: and Janu.ny H, !973) are an exception to th i t; section. In Mie rase ^f" Nit; o, West Virgini a
therefore, an amount equ,il to f he -rr-;t cliock ($65,312) must
be spent, oblaaated or apsM opria tc >: by December 11, 1974 and
an amount equal to the second check (562 ,(.76) must be spent,
obligated or appropriated by Januat H, I'. 75.
I have enclosed a copy of our July .J974, newsletter
reveNews, and the October 4, 1974 -heck Jotter, both of
which discuss the 24~rnon; h time J i m, t in P.ore detail. I
hope that this i n format i- ! i;:: usefni to y-u.
.•r-ly,

Jeftre- H. Schiff
Manaqr •, 3 ntc rgovernmental Relations
Office.- of Revenue Sharing
Mr. William Oirison
Nitro City JIal i
Nitro, West Va . 25.1-n
Enclosures
Acct. No. '49--2-030-009

THIQOVIM«MlirrO>
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
OFFICE OF REVFNUt SHAKING
1900 PENNSYLVANIA A V t N W
WASHINGTON O C 20;.'',

i" ANS TQ ( n f f N O ITS HCVCNUI SHARING ALLOCATION
' • : < > rn| (NTH-, »M(NT PERIOD BEGINNING . . .
• 1-1-/
ANOEMDINO
. 5.30-73
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.'.'06 {.. } Re ;mburser-nt

Lc-rr-tance .;. 'op: "is ,
NT^'-D Sanitary Oo-7 !
•
Nit-o, We it V,rgiT:d
; ..;.!

Dear Ms. Stephens:
Thank you for your letter of February 20, 1975 concerning the status
of your reimbursement request under Section 206(b) of the 1972 Amendments
of the federal Water Pollution Control Act.
F-'esentl}. nc action can '*e taken or implications eligible for reimbursement under Section ?06(b) because reimbursement legislation, PL 92-207,
limited use of available funds to 1966-7? projects.
. If I can be of any furtlur assistance in this matter, please let me
know.
Sincerely yours,
-•<?
Charles W. Sapp
Chief
Constru'4.; on Grants n jeriti: n Branch
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Thank you
See conditions of sale on reverse side

Amount

, West
FF : i)EKAl STATE RELATIONS

Arch A Moore. Jr.
Governor

January 21, 1975

The Honorable .Will i am i). Gibson
Mayor of the City of Nitro
Post Office Box 5.15
N i t r'.-:, West V i r : i n i a
" >M"

-

;

Dear Mays r Gib - < > n :
This letter is in icsMonse to a recent inquiry made
•
by Mi-. S. H. llabib of Appa lachian i:.ng i ncers, Inc., concerning
the status of 1 he N i t y e i N i t r o ' ; a p p l i c a t i o n for reimbursement funds under Section 2u6(b) of tlie Federal Water Pollution
Control Act of 1972. To date, the United States Congress has
not appropriated any funds for reimbursement use uider Section
20(»(b) of the Act .
IlOKcver, t lie d i v i s i o n of W a t e r Resources of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources and this office will continue to monitor Congressional a c t i v i t i e s in this area, and
inform you of any further developments affecting the City's
applicat ion.
If there are my questions concerning these matters, please
do not hesitate to contact this office.
S i no -re ly,
^

Carl 1). Smith
Pi or ram Specialist

I'
CDS/ms
cc:

S. H. Habih
Roiiert V. Bar i 1

t

;

;-

N

j.:r. ory 15, l?r--t

Mr. Frnton RrJcbush, Sor.'r ;• Fr
V/ert 'irnin" • Team ' - - • ' : > •
Cor.:?n ction Crents $t :ff
EPA Region III
Sixth & Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106
Re: Supplemental Grants of Federal Funds'
under Federal Water Pollution Control
Act Amendments of 1972 !, . ; , ", ,
City of Nitro, West Virginia
,V; "
Dear Mr. Rudabusht
"

r

'

' ' "

».

"

' ' - . ' * ) * ^ t jf t> ~

• ,-

:

''

This letter Is written in response and pursuant to the instructions contained •_
in Section 206 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. The City of Nltro,
'
West Virginia, hereby makes application for supplemental grants of Federal Funds ;
in confbrmance with Section 206 oF the Federal Water Pollution Act Amendments .
of 1972 ( Public Law 92-500) and pursuant to Federal Register Volume 38, No. 122^
Part II, relating to Environment! Prof ction Aacncy reimbursement grants.

Application For Supplemental Grant of Federal Funds
For the City of Nitro, West Virginia

V
S*i

:t-j

.

1.

Brief Description of the Project:

''*'

The project consisted of interceptor sewers, pump stations, force mains and ' . , 1^^
a 1.00 MGD primary sewage treatment plant consisting of pre-treatment units, elarigestBfy,:^
chlorine contact tank and sludge drying Beds. Tho construction of this project reduced .'"."'Ui*
the pollution load of the Kanawha River and met the requirements of the West Virginia .';;<;'"
State Water Pollution Control Commission.
• ,'f
>v .
-v '•

3:f

V

2.
i

a.

Totol Eligible Cost of Project:
. . .
The total eligible cost of the project was $639,
Total Amount of Any Federal Assistance Received

The total amount of the federal assistance received
project is $172,648.
:
4.

Amount of Additional Federal Assistance Requested

Under Section 206 (a), Title II of the Federal Water Pollution Control • Act Amendments of 1972 (Public Law 92-500) the City of N«tro> West Virginia 1*
entitled to reimbursement in an amount equal to,the difference between the amount ^vf
of federal financial assistance received to date and thirty percent of the cost of • j.
the project. Thirty percent of the eligible cost of the project is equal to $191,880*
The amount received as federal financial assistance to date it $172,648. The difference ^f^l
between those two figures/ which is the amount reimbursable to the City iof Nitro —i—4x- >,'-.'; \n 20

5.

The dates of Initiation and Completion of Construction

The construction was initiated in December, 1958 and was completed '; :
In August, 1959.
6.

Date of Approval by State Agency;

,'"*..'•
• :•

>

,,

.

» '.'?'<' .;.'••, f^"

. > < *-. • ' "V'Y ' ~ ^ ' •

The project was approved by the Water Resources, Deportment of Natural
Resources, State of West Virginia in 1958.
,, n •',, . , „»• ' \

This letter* is written and filed with you as an application and ft ft requested'
that you proceed with such action as may be necessary to obtain for the City of Nitre,
West Virginia, federal reimbursement funds in the amount set forth above, pursuant to
the statures herein referred to.
Sincerely,

cc: Robert Barrill
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.

K^Ml-'i

-V

**: E x A l t

L**

INCSEASES TO 30* F0« CONSTRUCTION

PRO,.',
NO*

APPLICANT

ELir,.
COST

toREririOt TOM or

163,042

CITY Cr
EST VIRGINIA

669»956

CITf OF
EST VIRGINIA

CITY or

GPANT
tX I STING

ELIGIBLE
23.36

ily^. 54,912

AKUP.T

EL*

PLACE PAY^SNT

30.C

i:>. -'''-.•%.,;' . .' ' , -v -

. 27.38

206,967

250tOOO

* 17.26

434,416

30.00

250,000

14.B6

504,433

, .00

61,500

27.23

67.7S3

00 .

1P.C6.5

25-*.--.:

__

____

_____

EST VIRGINU
•ftDcM CITY, TOWN OF
EST VIR3INU
D j~n ou u

EST VIRGINIA

172,64ft
26.99
\8
26.27
69,699

.0*36

?9<5,666

I CHARLESTON
'EST VIRGINIA

*»33

993, E*6

250,000

25.15

GLASGOW. TOW; OF

-ftC36«/

122,600

34,878

28.44

36,7'fiO

HtJPRlCftNE, TOtiN OP
V c S T VIRGINIA

»037

196,900

57,258

29.07

59,C?

1ILTON, TC«N OF
'EST VIPGINI*

*6+l

90,663

24,616

27.15

JNIOU PSD

0046

728,958

209,954

28.80

SA3MET, TOWN OF
lEST VIRGINIA

7

.~w*ftO

1,9:2

JEST VlHGIMA

<EST VIRGINIA

0.00
30.00

21B,687

00

1,5:2

—

73
Councilman Hill stated that he has received complaints concerning the dead
end street at West llth Street. There is supposed to be a turn around at the end
of the street which is to be 50' X 40'. However, a family has installed a fence
across a portion of the turn around and cars cannot turn around or find a place to
park. Councilman Hill further added that there is also art apartment house on that
street and most of the residents own two or three cars. Councilman Hill suggested
that this be put in the traffic or street committee for further study.
:
Councilman Hill requested that the Police Department check into the trucks
t_iat are parked on 19th Street on the wrong side of the road. These trucks have been
parked there for a long time.

Councilman Hill stated that he is receiving complaints from citizens about
cars spinning when they pull out of Walker Street on to First Avenue. Councilman Hill
requested that the road be leveled out to prevent cars from spinning. Mr. Hill added
that Kapok Street is the same way. Mayor Gibson stated that he would talk with the
Department of Highways about extending the road out to the edge of the berm.
Councilman Hill stated that garbage and trash is being thrown over 18th Street
Hill above Penwood Avenue and needs to be cleaned up. Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that the City should not clean up the hill, as it is private property.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would contact the owner to clean up the property.
Councilman Lilly stated that he received a letter June 26, 1973, from Mr.
Kenneth King, Chief of the Nitro Fire Department. The letter thanked the Council
for the new equipment and the improvements at the Fire Department. Mayor Gibson
stated that he was not aware that the letter was being written and thought it was
very thoughtful of Chief King. He further added that in his opinion Mr. King was
doing an outstanding job as the Fire Chief.
Councilman Lilly requested that Mayor Gibson and Mr. Kessinger check in to the
county dump. Mr. Lilly stated that the dump is going to cost the City approximately
$15,000 this fiscal year (1973-1974). Mr. Lilly added that he thought perhaps this is too expensive.
J
Councilman Lilly suggested that Council consider the possibility of entering
into a lawsuit with the cities of St. Albans. and Dunbar against the Sheriff's
Department for the payment of property taxes that are due each month, not once or
twice a year. Mr. Kessinger suggested, however, that he and Mr. Lilly talk with
the Sheriff's Department of both Kanawha and Putnam Counties about paying the taxes
before considering a lawsuit.
•Councilman Hill made a motion that the Council Meeting adjourn.
Caaebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

MAYOR^

RECORDER

Councilman

LEADER
1ST AVENUE AT 35™

STREET

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF . .

..

..............

, to wit:

I, .M . K . Buster being first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am
.....................
..
.........
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I have been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularily published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that such newspaper is a newspaper of "general circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice of:

was published in said newspaper once a week for . J . . . . successive weeks commencing with the issue of the ...... day of
. Septembe^ 73
73 and
and ending
endingwitn
wit tne issue of ...... day of
........... ,19 ..... , and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was .. $4-2-. 00- • •

................. A > ..... f§k*
Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this . . / . . day of x 0 & * . ., 19.
My commission expires

Notary Public of ....<.<&&2z*!&xiri*j!
County,
West Virginia
FORM OF AFFIDAVIT RECOMMENDED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS. /•,.,.
f"" *
A

MOO«E

JR..

COVCRNOR

r

''

1900 Washington Street, Ea«t'
Charleston, West Virginia
25305

*, '•' ","
(J ' ,'\
. . * ' : "

July 9, 1973

* '

WILLIAM S. RITCHIB, J*.

Mr. Robert Y. Hayne
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
301 Ott Building - 215 Dunbar Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

pear. Mr. Hayne:
Dogwood Avenue
City of Nitro

Subject

Reference is made to your letter dated June 29, 1973 in regard
to our telephone conversation concerning the repair to Dogwood Avenue and '
Kanawha Avenue in the City of Nitro.
..
H ,- >
As noted in your letter, we have, agreed to make the above
referenced repair and have entered into an Agreement with the City of
Nitro.
Based upon the execution of the Agreement, plans were developed
for our District One maintenance forces to perform this work; however,
due to their commitments for this summer, they were not able to schedule
the work. We have taken the plans and developed plans and specifications
for advertisement to let the work out to a contractor. -This required ^
additional time and also was required in the midst of preparing and letting
contracts exceeding $220 million by the first of July. »; ; .
'
We have completed the contract documents and the project, is ]•""' '
now advertised.
We expect the work will be completed this summer,

• "

Very truly yours, *

i
.V

''
...

SGD. JOSEPH S. JONES
•

I:

* •.
JSJ:rh
cc:

Mayor William Gibson
City of Nitro

•. -

-

'

'•

• '

•

,

' , - ' - - < • !
v

.

_

v •

Joseph S. Jones "
State Highway Engineer?-? £ 4
Construction
.
.» • 1^i %• ,'

young Meauows anu a cuinpamuu wcic
at a construction site when he fell from the
tree breaking his right leg below the knee.
Mrs. Jewel Jividen, wife of Brycil
Jividen of Midway, Putnam County, was
admitted Saturday to Charleston General
Hospital with a broken leg.
Mrs. Jividen had gone across the road to
get her mail and was returning home when
struck by a car fracturing her left leg.

PAID PUBLIC NOTICE

PAID PUBLIC NOTICE

/^ THIS REPORT TO BE RETURNED TO

/>5

v

£ _ . ,7

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

NITRO CITV

OFFICE OF REVENUE SHARING
1900 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. N.W.
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20226

PLANS TO EXPEND ITS REVENUE SHARING ALLOCATION
FORTHE ENTITLEMENT PERIOD BEGINNING

JUL. 1.,

19?:2:

NO EFFECT

LESSEN 'DEBT INCREASE

TOO SOON TO
PREDICT EFFECT

WILL PREVENT INCREASE IN
RATE OF A MAJOR TAX

NO EFFECT ON TAX LEVELS

WILL PREVENT ENACTING
A NEW MAJOR TAX

TOO SOON TO PREDICT EFFECT

NITRO CITV
pfrWGR
NITRQ W vft

OPERATING/MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURES

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION
3
PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION

12,500
$

PERCENT
PUNNED FOB
MAINTENANCE
OF EXISTING
SERVICES 1C)

PERCFNT
PUNNED FOB
EXPANDED
SERVICES [0)

100
51 % 49%

30,271

25143

EQUIPMENT

CONSTRUCTION! ACQUISITION

(61

(HI

RETIREMENT
U)

10 MULTIPURPOSE AND
GENERAL GOVT.

11

EDUCATION
12
HEALTH
13
TRANSPORTATION

4
HEALTH

14.
SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT
15 HOUSING &
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT _
16
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

RECREATION

6

LIBRARIES

SOCIAL SERVICES
FOR AGED & POOR
8
FINANCIAL
ADMINISTRATION
9 TOTAL PLANNED
OPERATING/MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURES

511

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
PERCENT PLANNED FOR:
DEBT
LAND

PLANNED
EXPENDITURES

PURPOSE
IE)

NEW OR

76 % 24%

$120.-

ACCOUNT NO.

WILL REDUCE AMOUNT OF RATE
INCREASE OF A MAJOR TAX.

PLANNED
EXPENDITURES
(B)

1374

43 2 Q2Q 063

WILL ENABLE REDUCING
RATE OF A MAJOR TAX.

1 J 9,400

JUN 38..

IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER BASED UPON AN

(M) TAXES In which of the following manners is it expected that the
availability of Revenue Sharing Funds will affect the tax
levels of your jurisdiction? Check as many as apply.

PUBLIC SAFETY

AND ENDING

ESTIMATED TOTAL OF

AVOID DEBT INCREASE

PRIORITY
EXPENDITURE
CATEGORIES (A)

PAID PUBLIC NOTICE
THE GOVERNMENT OF

1C. L/ I—

(K) [—I EXECUTIVE PROPOSAL. Check this block if this plan is based on
I—J an executive proposal
(L) DEBT How will the availability of revenue sharing funds affect the
borrowing requirements of your jurisdiction?
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hotdbg sales and bottk collecting. And UK
young lady who earns the largest amountis named Miss Antique Car Show.
The Miss Antique Car Show Contest this
year is under the direction of the Junior
Department, Woman's Club of Nitro and
all proceeds will go to the Colin Anderson
Center for Retarded Children and the
Nitro Lion's Sight Conservation Program.

Frank N.Gillespie, Joe Peck, Edwin J.
Rader, and Eldon D. Shahan. Interior
Committee: James J. Goodwin, Chairman, Mrs. J. C. Blackwood, Frederick
Cavender, Mrs. Harold Elkins, Lester
Hayes. Exterior Committee; Clarence R.
Taylor, Chairman, Mrs. W. H. Hastings,
Gordon Wells. Ways and Means Committee: Mr. Wayne Morrison,

in

ENVIRONMENTAL
[CONSERVATION

$

18

62,171

PUBLIC SAFETY

(N) ASSURANCES (Refer to Instruction G)

The news media have been advised that a complete copy
of this report has been published in a local newspaper of general
circulation. 1 have records documenting the contents of this
report and they are open for public and news media scrutiny.

RECREATION +
CULTURE

100
100

C i t y G a r a |e 6 0 , 0 0 0
$

I assure the Secretary of the Treasury that the statutory
provisions listed in Part G of the Instructions accompanying this
report will be complied with by this recipient government with
respect to the entitlement funds reported hereon.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

July 17, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers July 17, 1973. Those present were: William
D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, and Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist. Councilmen Thomas Lilly, Vernon Casebolt,
and James Kessinger, City Attorney. Councilmen Paul Hill and former
Councilman, James White, being absent.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Casebolt made a motion that
the minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman
at Large Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF JUNE FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Lilly stated
that at the end of the fiscal year, June 30, 1973, the City of
Nitro had a cash balance of $18,348.51.
Councilman at Large Allen
made a motion that the June Financial Statement be approved.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor.

I

Councilman Casebolt reported on the bids for the air conditioning
in the absence of Councilman Paul Hill. Councilman Casebolt
stated that four bids were received for one 5-Ton air conditioner,
installation, and the electric work. The bids were as follows:
(1)

Aerodyne Corporation: The total cost of the air
conditioning is $5,847.00.

(2)

Kerstein Engineering Company: The total cost of
the air conditioning is $2,841.00. The length of
time to complete the work is 30 days from the date
of acceptance.

(3) Callihan Heating & Cooling: The total cost of installing
a 60,000 BTU air conditioner on the roof is $5,450.00.
The completion date is three days from the date of
acceptance.
(4) Landers Heating & Insulating: The total cost of
installing the air conditioner and the work is $3,200.
The length of time to complete the work is 30 days from
the date of acceptance.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that a couple of-the bids are close and the
Committee should compare the bids. Councilman Lilly made a motion
that the bids be kept in the Committee until the next Council
Meeting to study the specifications and to make sure the bids
comply with the specifications. Council discussed the possibility
of giving the Building and Planning Committee the authority to act
in Council's behalf. Councilman Casebolt seconded Councilman Lilly's
motion that the Building and Planning Committee study the bids
and report at the next Council Meeting. All Council voted in
favor.
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Mayor Gibson recommended that the Municipal Service Charge
Ordinance be kept in the Committee until the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Fire Hydrant Survey.
Mr. Casebolt stated that a letter was written to the West Virginia
Water Company and to date nothing has been heard from them
concerning the survey. Councilman Casebolt added that he hoped
to have something by the next Council Meeting.

I

Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the possible purchase of a tree chipper and a paint striper. Mr. Tidquist requested Council's permission to check with different companies to
obtain more information on the two pieces of equipment before
requesting bids. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that
Councilman at Large Tidquist be granted permission to inquire
about the two pieces of equipment. Councilman Casebolt seconded
the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the lights at the Ridenour
Memorial Park. Councilman Casebolt stated that he has talked with
the Finance Committee and Mr. Priddy, Chairman of the Street Light
Committee, about installing the lights. Mr. Casebolt stated that
he would like this kept in Committee for further study, as it is
a bigger job and may cost more than anticipated. Councilman at
Large Tiduqist asked if the lighting of the buildings and the
parking lot was included. Councilman at Large Priddy stated
that the power company recommended that 32 lights be installed,
which may be too much lighting for the park.
Councilman at Large Allen reported on the West llth Street
turnaround. Dr. Allen stated that he believed that there was no
turnaround on that street. Dr. Allen added that the residents
on West llth Street do have a parking problem as most people
do have two cars. Councilman at Large Allen further added that
he could not see an apartment house on the street. Dr. Allen , .
further stated that he had to back out of the street. Mr. Gene
Williams, Street Superintendent, stated that the trucks have to
back out of the street, too. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated
that he believes all of the streets but West 12 has a turnaround.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he would look at the street
lights maps to see if a turnaround should be at West llth Street.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he has received a letter addressed
to Mr. Robert Hayne of the Appalachian Engineers from Mr. Joseph
Jones in regard to the repairing of the faulty storm sewer at
the intersection of Dogwood Street and Kanawha Avenue. A copy
of the letter is attached and is to be included as part of the
minutes. Councilman Casebolt asked Council who would be responsible
if the man's house who lives on Kanawha Avenue is washed away
as a result of the storm sewer not being fixed. Mayor Gibson
stated that he believed the West Virginia Department of Highways
would be directly responsible as they did assume all responsibilities.
Mayor Gibson added that the engineers from the Department of
Highways were down last week looking over the situation and they
are knowledgeable of the problem.
Mayor Gison stated that he has a letter from Mr. Robert
Hayne to Mr. Warren Means, of the Department of Natural Resources.
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
'
A. MOORE. JR.
GOVERNOR

!

•

1900 Washington Street, EaW1
Charleston, West Virginia
25305

»,'
>

W I L L I A M 8. RITCHIB. JR.
. COMMISSIONER

'i

July 9, 1973
Mr. Robert Y. Hayne
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
301 Ott Building - 215 Dunbar Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
I>ear Mr. Hayne:
Dogwood Avenue
City of Nitro

Subject:

Reference is made to your letter dated June 29, 1973 in regard
to our telephone conversation concerning the repair to Dogwood Avenue and
Kanawha Avenue in the City of Nitro.
-,'•"!
As noted in your lottcr, we have agreed to make the above
referenced repair and have entered into an Agreement with the City of
Nitro.
Based upon the execution of the Agreement, plans were developed
for our District One maintenance forces to perform this work; however,
due to their commitments for this summer, they were not able to schedule
the work. We have taken the plans and developed plans and specifications
for advertisement to let the work out to a contractor. 'This required
additional time and also was required in the midst of preparing and letting
contracts exceeding $220 million by the first of July. •• .We have completed the contract documents and the project,Is ]"*
now advertised.
We expect the work will be completed this summer.
' ' ' •

Very truly yours, '

'

'. ,

SGD. JOSEPH S. JONK
,

JSJ:rh
cc:

'
Mayor William Gibson
City of Nitro

•

4

Joseph S. Jones "
State Highway Engineer-', * .£
Construction
,,\Vi >- /
"•.::
•
'v ?.-<:

<l
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The letter indicates that an application form No. 5700 for Federal
Assistance pertaining to Step 2 grant for the engineering design
for the collector system for the City of Nitro Sewage System
has been sent in. Mayor Gibson added that HUD has turned over
most of their records to the Environmental Protection Agency
and in order to obtain a Federal Grant you have to go through.
EPA instead of HUD.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has been approached by several
electricians in town regarding the possibility of the City of Nitro
using the Middle Department Inspection Agency to do all of the
electrical inspection inside the corporate limits of Nitro.
Mayor Gibson also stated that the Middle Department Inspection
Agewcy operates under the management of the used to be West Virginia
Fire Rating Bureau. Mayor Gibson further added that the cities
of D^anbar, St. Albans , and So. Charleston use the Middle Department
Inspection Agency for all their electrical inspections. Mayor
Gibson further informed Council that an advantage of this agency
is that a card is sent to the City which tells who is doing the
inspection work and who is installing the wiring. Councilman at
Large Priddy asked who the electrical inspector is for Nitro. Mayor
Gibson stated that Thomas Bateman is the electrical inspector and
has been doing a fine job. Council discussed the amount the City
and the citizens have to pay the agency for the inspection. Mayor
Gibson stated that the City pays nothing to the Agency. However,
there is a charge to the person wanting the inspection. Mayor
Gibson added that the fee is about the same as presently being charged
by Mr. Bateman. The amount depends on the number of outlets installed
and the amount of work. Mayor Gibson stated that another advantage
is that most insurance companies recognize this agency without
any questions. Mayor Gibson further stated that the West Virginia
Legislature has been considering making it a law that everyone
has to use the Middle Department Inspection Agency for all electrical inspections. Mayor Gibson suggested that this be put into
the Fire Department Committee for further investigation.
Councilman
Casebolt stated that the Fire Department Committee would report
at the next Council Meeting.
T Gibson stated that over a period of months he has received
complaints from citizens about the area of Main Avenue from Kapok
Street to Valentine Circle not being wide enough to drive through if
cars are parked along the right side of the road, as you travel in the
up-river direction. Mayor Gibson assigned the matter to the Traffic
Committee to check out. Councilman Casebolt asked if the Committee
would check on down to Juniper Street. Mayor Gibson stated that the
street widens out below Kapok Street. The Mayor further stated that
the people in the area feel that parking is available behind the houses
and parking on Main Avenue is a hazard to everyone traveling the main
street .

I

Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he has a request from
the man leasing the apartments at Broadway Gardens to name a street
through the complex Colonial Circle. Mr. Priddy added that the
utility companies won't install utility boxes or the post office won't
send the mail without the name of the street. Mr. Kessinger stated that
utility companies generally service an area without having the name
of the street and added that he would check the situation out.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that he has received complaints about
junked cars being parked behind Dick's Body Shop on Main Avenue.
Mr. Casebolt added that there is an alley through the area. Mayor
Gibson asked why the cars were not moved by the owner.
Councilman
Casebolt stated that the man has moved out leaving three or four
cars. Mr. Williams stated that he believed the Dodge and Mustang
parked behind the body shop belong to the person who used to operate
the business.

I

Councilman Casebolt complimented Mr. Williams for the fine job
the men have done at the Smith Street Landfill.
Councilman Casebolt informed Council that there is a vacant lot
at the corner of Dupont Avenue and Elm Street that needs cleared.
Mr. Casebolt added that a child on a bicycle was almost hit (tarlier
in the day. Mayor Gibson stated that the owner of the lot telephoned
and stated that he would pay the City to mow the lot. Councilman
Casebolt added that a resident on Dupont Avenue stated that he would
pay the City to clear their lot. However, when Mr. Williams checked
the lots out, it was determined that the City could not clear the
lots. The lots are numbers 209 and 211. Councilman Casebolt
suggested that the Mayor notify the owner and give them two weeks to
clear the lots. Mayor Gibson stated that he would notify the owner
if no member of Council objected. Mayor Gibson added that the lots
are dangerous. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that his only
objection is if clearing off the lots interferes with more important
matters.

I

Councilman Casebolt stated that there is a 20 miles per hour
speed limit on 2nd Avenue, where the street is wide enough for three
cars to get through, a 15 miles per hour speed limit on Park Avenue,
where three cars can get by, and a 25 miles per hour speed limit
on Kanawha Avenue, where just one car and sometimes two can get by.
Mr. Casebolt added that a lot of children play- on the streets in the
area. Mr. Williams stated that he has checked the ordinances and the law
states 25 miles per hour on Kanawha Avenue. Councilman Casebolt
stated that in the Council Minutes of previous years, it states where
Council voted to install a 10 miles per hour speed limit sign on
Kanawha Avenue. Councilman at Large Allen stated that this problem
is also on other streets througout the City. Dr. Allen state'd that
he is checking into the situation. The West Virginia Department of
Highways gave the stop signs to the City and they have designated places
to put them. Councilman Casebolt stated that he would go along with the
25 miles per hour speed limit if the Department of Highways states that
the City has to. Councilman at Large Allen stated that he believed that
certain areas could be 25, such as thoroughfares, and other areas 15
miles per hour. He added, however, that he would check this out.
Councilman Casebolt commended Mr. Allen Stanley, Recreation
Director, Mrs. Frazier, and everyone who helped during the dedication
ceremonies of the Ridenour Memorial Park. Mr. Casebolt added that
he has received many compliments on how well the ceremony went.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked about the possibility of
painting arrows at West 19th Street and West llth Street for cars
wanting to make a righthand turn and for persons wanting to make
a lefthand turn. Mr. Tidquist added, however, that this should be
checked out because of the possibility of cars making a lefthand
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turn obstructing the view of the car turning right. Councilman at
Large Allen stated that he will check into the possibility of
painting arrows at West llth Street, but added that to do this at
West 19th Street a sidewalk would almost be taken away. Mayor Gibson
requested that the Traffic Committee check into the possibility of
painting a righthand turn arrow and a dividing line on Main Avenue
at Okey Johnson's Amoco Station, for cars wanting to go across the
bridge. He added that he has received several requests about this
problem.
i
Councilman Lilly stated that an Insurance Committee Meeting was
, held last week which was opened to the public and minutes of the
meeting were kept. Councilman Lilly stated that during the Meeting
the following items were talked about:
(1) Fleet insurance for City owned vehicles
(2) Hospitalization
(3) Blanket coverage for City property
Councilman Lilly stated that he would like the City to advertise
for bids on the Fleet Insurance for City owned vehicles. The bids
should be received by 12:00 noon, August 7, 1973. Councilman Lilly
also requested that the bids be broken down to reflect premium
charged for each section and the total premium. Councilman Casebolt
made a motion to accept Councilman Lilly's recommendation - Councilman
at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Lilly extended thanks to the Insurance Committee
members: Councilman at Large BQCtQrJL.V^AUen and Councilman at Large
Priddy, for their assistance during the Committee Meeting.
Councilman Lilly stated that the Insurance Committee recommends
that a 30-day binder be obtained on Fire Insurance that will expire
August 1, 1973. This will allow the Committee time to complete the
specifications for bids. Councilman at Large Allen seconded Councilman
Lilly's motion - All Councilman voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that the City obtain a 30-day
binder on Sanitation Department to comply with the ordinance adopted
by Council on July 7, 1959. This would allow time to collect more
information and to complete the specifications. Councilman Casebolt
seconded Mr. Lilly's motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly stated that he would like Mr. Kessinger, City
Attorney, to hold a public meeting for the purpose of installing a
4,500 pound wieght limit sign on Kanawha Avenue South. The residents
of the area can speak for or against the weight limit sign. Mr. Lilly
added that minutes of the meeting will be kept and a recommendation
will be made to Council. Mr. Lilly further added that the residents
in the area should be notified by letter. Mr. Kessinger stated that
the meeting will be held Tuesday, July 24, 1973, at 7:00 p.m.
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Councilman Lilly stated that he has received a map that needs
Council's approval. Mr. Kessinger requested that he be given time to
look over the maps before obtaining Council's approval. Councilman
Lilly made a motion that Mr. Kessinger be give time to look over the
maps and report at the next Council Meeting. Councilman Casebolt
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mr. Stanley, Recreation Director, stated that a vehicle is needed
for the Recreation Department. The man who does the repair work at
the park, pool, and the watershed needs a vehicle to travel to the
different locations, as he has to use his own car. Councilman at
Large Tidquist asked if a vehicle was needed at the lake to pick
up trash. Councilman Casebolt stated that the Recreation Committee
would check the possibility of purchasing the vehicles and report
at the next,Council Meeting.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Williams, Street Superintendent,
needs a better truck than he now has. Mayor Gibson stated that ,
the truck is a 1967 and it has been used a great deal. Mayor Gibson
added that this truck does a lot of traveling on trips out of town.
Mayor Gibson requested that the Finance Committee check into the
situation. Mr. Lilly stated that he would report at the next Council
Meeting.
Mr. Lilly stated that another Police Cruiser is badly needed for
the Police Department. We have increased our manpower, but have not
increased the number of vehicles.
Mr. Williams informed Council that the City is running out of
stop signs, the 40"sighs that"weretneCelved recently have all been
placed throughout the City.
.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

August 7, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers August 7, 1973. Those present were: William D.
Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist. Councilmen Thomas
Lilly, Paul Hill, Vernon Casebolt, and City Attorney James Kessinger.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen and former Councilman James
White's seat being vacant.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William
Gibson. Reverend Bill Westlund gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Casebolt made a motion that
the minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman
at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
JULY FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the
Finance Committee,stated that the cash balance at the end of June
was $18,348.51.
The receipts for the month of July is $55,349.92.
The total amount is $73,698.43. The authorized expenditures for
the month of July is $51,847.62, which leaves a balance effective
August 1, 1973, of $21,850.81.
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Councilman Lilly also reported on the Revenue Sharing report
from the United States Treasury Department. The amount is $198,078.
As of August 1, 1973, the City has received $3,091 in interest.
The total is $201,169.00. The expenditures in the three catagories
are as follows:
(1)

Public Safety: The purchase of one Police
Cruiser at $3,339 for the Police Department.

(2) Environmental Protection: Two Garbage Trucks
at $25,000 for the Garbage Department. A
jack hammer with air compressor, and a dump
truck at $10,817 for the Street Department.
(3)

Financial Administration:
one checkbook at $6.

The total expenditures is $39,162.
$162,007.

I

The purchase of
This leaves a balance of

Councilman Lilly reported on the 4,500 pound weight limit
sign for Kanawha Avenue South. Councilman Lilly stated that the
Street Committee and Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, held a public
meeting with the citizens involved with the situation. Mr. Lilly
reported that after checking over the minutes of the meeting and
talking with the citizens the recommendation of the Street Committee
is to take no action on the weight limit sign for Kanawha Avenue
South. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked how the Committee arrived
at the decision. Mr. Kessinger stated that the problem cannot be
solved by installing a weight limit restriction. Councilman
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Casebolt made a motion to accept Councilman Lilly's recommendation.
Councilman Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly reported on the Fleet Insurance bids for
the City. Mr. Lilly stated that only one bid was received, which
was from Insurance Exchange, Inc. The amount of the bid is $3,834.
Mr. Lilly further added that five bids were received through
Insurance Exchange and this is the lowest bid. Mayor Gibson asked
what other concerns picked up the bids. Mr. Lilly stated that the
Darrell S. Riley Agency, Peoples Building, Charleston, picked up
the specifications. However, no bid was submitted by this company.
Mr. Kessinger asked if the bids were advertised. Mayor Gibson stated
that they were. Councilman Lilly stated that the bids were
advertised three times in the Kanawha Valley Leader. Councilman
at Large Priddy asked if there was any legal ramification on the
bid, considering the insurance company involved. Mr. Kessinger
stated that he could see none, as the bids were properly advertised.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept the bid from Insurance
Exchange. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion Councilman Lilly abstained from voting, as he is associated with
the firm. All Council voted in favor except Councilman at Large
Priddy who voted no and Councilman Hill who abstained from voting
as he was absent when the Insurance was being discussed at the
last Council Meeting.
Councilman Lilly reported on the truck for Mr. Williams, Street
Superintendent. Councilman Lilly stated that he would like this
tabled until the next Council Meeting, as Mr. Williams is on
vacation.
Councilman Hill reported on the remodeling bids. Mr. Hill
stated that he was absent at the last Council Meeting. He added
that the bids received were:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

I
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Kerstein Engineering Company: $2,841
Landers Heating and Insulating: $3,200
Callihan Heating and Cooling: $5,450
Aerodyne Corporation"$5,847

Councilman Hill made a motion that the City accept the low bid of
Kerstein Engineering Company. Councilman Casebolt stated that a
local man that bid on the air conditioning pays the City $500
a year in Business and Occupation taxes, pays property taxes,
buys electrical licenses, contracting licenses, and a store
license. The City then turns around and awards the bid to a
company outside the City limits for a $300 difference.
Councilman
Casebolt added that this offers no protection for the businesses
within the City. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded Councilman
Hill's motion to accept the low bid of Kerstein Engineering Company.
All Council voted in favor, except Councilman Casebolt who voted
no.
Councilman Hill reported on the Municipa; Service Charge.
Councilman Hill stated that the Garbage Committee studied the
Municipal Service Ordinance and the ordinance does not designate
how much money is to go to the Police protection, fire portection,
garbage, and other areas. Mr. Hill suggested that the ordinance
be left as it presently stands. Everyone pays $5 per month, with
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the exception of the retired or those over 65 years of age, whose
annual gross income is not more than $3,600.00; or a widow head of
the household, whose combined annual gross income, including all
members of said household, does not exceed $3,600.00.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he received a telephone
call last week about an elderly lady who paid a municipal service
charge of $3 per month. When she died the City charged a $5 per
month fee to her heirs for the vacant house, which receives no
trash or garbage pick up. Councilman Casebolt stated that the $5
charge is for police and fire protection, along with garbage and
trash pickup, and street and street light maintenance.
Councilman
at Large Tidquist stated that the first $2 of the $5 fee is for
trash and_garbage pickup. The remaining $3 of the fee is for street,
street light maintenance, police and fire protection. Mayor Gibson
stated that the situation was discussed in the meeting and Dr. Allen
telephoned the people and explained to them that a vacant house
usually requires more police and fire protection. Mayor Gibson
added that the people seemed satisfied. Councilman Hill stated
that it takes a lot of money to run the various departments even
with a minimum amount of employees. Mr. Hill added that if a person
goes to Florida for a month, the City would not lower the Municipal
Service Charge just because he went on vacation. Mayor Gibson stated
that a vacant house is usually a temporary situation, as the house
will probably be sold or rented. Councilman at Large Priddy made
a motion to accept Councilman Hill's recommendation. Councilman
Lilly seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor except
Councilman at Large Tidquist who voted no.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Electrical Inspections.
Mr. Casebolt made a motion that the City allow the Middle Department
Inspection Agency to make all electrical inspections in the City
limits. The municipalities of South Charleston, Dunbar, and St.
Albans use this agency, too. Councilman Hill asked if using this
agency was any cost to the City. Councilman Casebolt stated that
there is no cost to the City for the inspection. It is the person
or contractor who pays the Agency for the inspection. The City
will however, receive a copy of the inspection.
Councilman Lilly
stated that there is a fixed fee that is charged to the person using
the agency.
Councilman Lilly seconded Councilman Casebolt's motion
to hire the Middle Department Inspection Agency - All Council voted
in favor.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the purchase of a vehicle for
the Recreation Department. Mr. Casebolt stated that he has not had
time to check into the situation. But added that he felt a vehicle
is needed and believed that one could be found at a reasonable cost
to the City. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if it would be possible
to fix the truck that Gene drives for the Recreation Department.
Councilman Casebolt stated that there may be a possibility. Mr.
Casebolt asked Mr. Stanley's opinion on the matter. Mr. Stanley
stated that he did not think the truck could be used economically
as it is ready to breakdown and will require major overhaul.
Councilman Casebolt and Councilman at Large Priddy reported on
the lights at Ridenour Memorial Park. Mr. Casebolt stated that the
Appalachian Power Company recommends that 32 lights be installed.
However, the decision of both the Recreation and Street Light
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Committee is to install only 8 lights at the Watershed. One at each
parking lot and one at each end of the dam. Councilman Casebolt
made a motion that Council give permission to the Appalachian Power
Company to install 8 lights at the Watershed, wire the big shelter
on the hill for lighting and the three comfort stations.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor, except Councilman Lilly who voted no.

I

Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the Tree Chipper and
Paint Striper. Mr. Tidquist stated that he has received some
information on the two pieces of equipment. Councilman at Large
Tidquist added that there is two different types of stripers.
They are single line and double line. Both styles are below
the $1,000 limit. Which means that the striper could be purchased
without advertising for bids. Mr. Tidquist reported that the cost
of a tree chipper ranges from $3,900 to $4,400. Councilman at
Large Tidquist stated that he would like to talk with the Committee
before making a report to "Council.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that Councilman at Large Allen
is on vacation and he requested that Councilman at Large Tidquist
report on some of the matters on the agenda.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported that Dr. Allen does not
have a recommendation for the Main Avenue parking problem from
Kapok Street to Valentine Circle at this time.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the traffic arrow
possibility at West llth Street and First Avenue in the absence
of Councilman at Large Allen. Mr. Tidquist stated that Dr. Allen
recommended that a traffic arrow not be painted at West llth Street
because cars sometimes park close to the railroad tracks and it
would be hazardous for three lanes of traffic.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the possibility of
painting a dividing line at Main Avenue in front of Okey Johnson's
Amoco Station. Mr. Tidquist stated that Councilman at Large Allen's
recommendation to Council is to paint a traffic arrow for cars
wishing to turn right to cross the bridge and an arrow for cars
traveling straight.
Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion to paint the arrows
at Main Avenue and Okey Johnson's Amoco Station for cars wanting to
make a right turn to cross the bridge and an arrow painted for
cars going straight. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman at Large Allen requested
him to call the West Virginia Department of Highways concerning
the City speed limit signs. Mayor Gibson added that he was informed
by the Department that it is a law that the speed limit is 25 miles
per hour in residential areas. However, it has never been court
tested. Councilman Casebolt stated that would like to challenge the
W. Va. Department of Highways and put a 15 miles per hour speed
limit on Kanawha Avenue. Mr. Casebolt added that he would like
the 15 miles per hour speed limit enforced more at Park Avenue,
as a child was hit there Monday night. Councilman Casebolt further
added that he realizes that the Police cannot be on Park Avenue
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all the time, but added that they should patrol the residential
areas more often. Mr. Casebolt also stated that the Police
Department is doing a fine job at reducing the speeding on the
through-streets. Councilman Casebolt stated that a few years ago
Council voted to lower the speed limit on Kanawha Avenue from
25 miles per hour to 15 miles per hour, and all Council voted in
favor but one C-ouncilman. However, a 25 miles per hour speed
limit is there now. Councilman Casebolt stated that there is 23
children playing on Kanawha Avenue and the 25 miles per hour
is too high. Mr. Kessinger stated that the differences in the speed
of 25 and 15 did not cause the accident. Mr. Kessinger added that
the law states that a driver must use due caution when children
are present. Councilman Lilly stated that if there is 23 children
playing in the street and a car is coming down the street and does
not use due caution he could be charged with reckless driving.
Mr. Lilly added that on Park Avenue, where the child was hit,
15 miles per hour may have been too fast for a car to be going
when children are present.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like the Police to
patrol the residential areas and enforce the speed limit. Councilman
Lilly stated that if a person notices a car or cars speeding in the
area, he should call the Police so that they can be alerted to watch
that particular area more closely. Mr. Lilly added that the
ordinance states that the Police car cannot be hidden during the
day when patroling a area for possible speeders and they must have
their lights on if they are doing this during the night. Councilman
Lilly further added that if a Police car is in the area cars usually
slow down. However, when the patrol car leaves, the speeding
generally starts again. Mayor Gibson suggested that a survey of the
streets in the congested area be conducted to determine the speed
limit that should be imposed and not do it by a piecemeal arrangement.
Councilman at Large Priddy suggested that a "Slow Children Playing"
sign be installed in these areas. Councilman Lilly stated that there
is such a sign at Fenton Circle which alerts the driver that children
are in the area. Mr. Lilly agreed with Councilman at Large Priddy
that a "Slow Children Playing" sign would be a good idea. Councilman
Casebolt requested that a survey be made of the congested streets
throughout the City and a report made at the next Council Meeting.
Mr. Kessinger, City Attorney, reported on the street numbering
of Broadway Gardens. Mr. Kessinger stated that he and Councilman
at Large Allen have been working on the situation. Councilman at
Large Priddy stated that he has talked with the postmaster and he is
content to leave the numbering as it is, by apartments. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion to leave the apartment numbering of Broadway
Gardens as it is and not change to street numbering. Councilman at
Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Mr.Kessinger has not had enough time
to check into the map on Gravley Drive. Mayor Gibson added that
Mr. Kessinger would like to go over the map with Council before
making a recommendation.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to make a
to Council for the appointment of a new Councilman to
James White, who resigned July 9, 1973. Mayor Gibson
Mr. White had to move as a result of his employment.

recommendation
replace Mr.
added that
Mayor Gibson

8
recommended that the Council accept Mr. White's resignation. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept Mr. White's resignation.
Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that he would like to recommend
the appointment of a well-known, civic-minded, businessman to the
post of 1st Ward Councilman. The man is Mr. Dewey Mann of 2105 21st Street. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that Councilman
White made a recommendation to Council to consider Mr. Lloyd Hart
for the position. Mayor Gibson asked Council if they had any
other recommendations for the office of Councilman. Councilman
at Large Priddy made a motion that Council consider Mr. Lloyd Hart,
who was recommended by Mr. White as Councilman. Mr. Priddy's motion
did not receive a second. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that
Council accept Mayor Gibson's recommmendation of Mr. Dewey Mann as
the replacement for Mr. James White. Councilman Lilly seconded
the motion - All Council voted in favor, except Councilman at Large
Priddy who voted for Mr. Lloyd Hart. Mayor Gibson added that he
would swear in Mr. Mann as Councilman and added that Mr. Mann will
serve on the Planning Commission plus the Committees which Mr. White
had been appointed to.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. John McDougal, a member of the Zoning
Board of Appeals, has resigned; as he has moved to another City.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to recommend Mr. William
Thacker of 206 Hillside Drive to replace Mr. McDougal for his
unexpired term. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept
Mayor Gibson's recommendation. Councilman at Large Tidquist
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he has received a letter from the
Charleston Human Association pertaining to the picking up of dogs
in the Community. Mayor Gibson added that it is stated in the letter
that the price needs to be increased from $13.50 to $100 per month.
Mayor Gibson suggested that this be put in the Dog Pound Committee.
Councilman Casebolt asked if the ordinance inculded cats. Mayor
Gibson stated that it did not, however, Mayor Gibson added that he
is pretty certain that the revised ordinance does.
Councilman Hill stated that last month he thought it was
established that the City would purchase the necessary materials
to remodel certain rooms in the City building. However, Mr. Hill
stated that he was informed the amount would exceed $1,000 and
Council would have to advertise for bids. Councilman Hill made a
motion that the City release bids on just the materials needed to
remodel two rooms and a secretary's office in the City building.
Mr. Hill added that a carpenter will be brought in to do the work.
Councilman Hill further stated that the bids should be received by
August 21, 1973. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he
understood two rooms were going to be remodeled. Mayor Gibson stated
that he did not consider the secretary's office a room. Councilman
Hill stated that it is just 8' X 9'. Councilman Hill stated that
this is an entirely different set of specifications and that it is
a new motion. Councilman Casebolt asked who made up the specifications. Councilman Hill stated that he did. Councilman Lilly seconded
Councilman Hill's motion to release bids on the materials needed to
remodel two rooms and a secretary's office. All Council voted in
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favor except Councilman at Large Tidquist and Councilman Casebolt
who voted no. Mr. Melton, City Recorder, abstained from voting,
as he had not looked over the specification sheet.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to go on record
requesting that an itemized cost list of what the remodeling is
going to cost the City be made.
Councilman Hill stated that he
does have a record. Councilman Casebolt added that he feels that
there is not enough protection for the people supporting the
businesses.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that would like to comment
that the Council holds a committee meeting and certain decisions are
made in the meetings. However, when the matter is brought to Council
floor the decisions have changed. Mr. Tidquist added that the
Committee decided on two rooms and now there is three. Mayor
Gibson stated that it was his understanding that the Committee met
and decided on the two rooms and a secretary's office.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that he was against the remodeling
of the City building, the air conditioning going to a firm outside
the City, as there is no protection for the City businesses.
Mr. Casebolt added that the cost from one bidder to remodel the entire
city building was $32,000. It was decided to piecemeal the remodeling
and not accept the bid. Mayor Gibson informed Councilman Casebolt
that the remodeling was open for discussion earlier and a decision
has already been made. Councilman Casebolt added that there is no
protection for the businesses. Councilman Lilly stated that the
ordinance would have to be changed. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that the City Attorney draw up an ordinance in the rough,
stating that the bids received from a firm outside the City must
be 207o lower than any firm located in the City that has submitted
a bid. Councilman Casebolt's motion did not receive a second.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to go on record as backing
the businessmen of Nitro while the Council will go out of the City
to spend the money.
Councilman Casebolt requested that something be done about the
railroad crossing at Lock Street and 1st Avenue. Mr. Casebolt added
that this is on the West Side of the tracks. Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that the railroad is in an upgrading project, starting
in Charleston and going down the river. Councilman Casebolt stated
that between the blacktop and the rail there is a hold and spikes
stick out. Mayor Gibson commented that he has not noticed the
situation when crossing the tracks, but added that he would attempt
to correct the situation.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that the W.Va. Department of Highways
has had enough time to build a highway at Dogwood Street and Kanawha
Avenue. Mr. Casebolt stated that the residents of the area have been
very patient. Mr. Kessinger stated that the last he heard of the
problem was that the Department of Highways would take full responsibility of the situation. Councilman Casebolt added that the
citizens accepted the bad weather as the reason for not fixing the
hole. However, the weather has been good, and nothing is done.
Mr. Kessinger suggested that Councilman Casebolt and another member
of Council make an appointment with the Maintenance Department and
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request them to explain the situation to them. Councilman Casebolt
suggested that Mayor Gibson contact the W. Va. Department of Highways
and ask them to send someone down to explain the situation to
Council. Mr. Kessinger stated that he did not think the Department
of Highways would do this. Mr. Kessinger added that there are
thousands of people wanting streets repaired since the area had
so much bad weather causing hillslides. Councilman Casebolt stated
that this is August and it will soon be winter. Councilman Hill
stated that the Department of Highways has advertised for bids
on the project. Mayor Gibson stated that he has been trying to get
the Department of Highways to install a traffic light and a water
problem fixed on 1st Avenue South. Mayor Gibson added that he was
informed by the Department of Highways that the work would be taken
care of as soon as possible. Mayor Gibson stated that he would call
Mr. Jones if Council desired or Councilman Casebolt could. Councilman
Casebolt suggested that Mayor Gibson call Mr.Jones or write a letter
asking about the problem.
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Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he has checked with the
Appalachian Power Company and they have ordered the equipment for
the new street lights. Mr. Priddy added that Mr. Judy of the
Appalachian Power Company hoped to start on the work by September
or October.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that a few Council Meetings
ago he asked about the Preston Carroll Company finishing their work on
Second Avenue and at the First Baptist Church. Mayor Gibson stated
that he has been in touch with the company in So. Charleston and
he was informed that they will come take a look at the work to be
completed on 2nd Avenue as they have a job to do near the Moose
Club and will be in the area.
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Mr. Harry Hechesky, of the Kanawha Cable Television, asked if
the cable company could videotape the Council Meetings starting in
September. After a short discussion Councilman Lilly made a motion
that the Kanawha Cable Television Incorporated be granted permission
to televise the Council Meetings starting in September. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has received several inquiries about
the possibility of the Riverdell Acres area being included on the
Kanawha Cable Television. Mr. Hechesky stated that a letter would
have to be sent to the Denver office stating that Riverdell Acres
is a part of the corporate limits of Nitro, as was the case with
the Brookhaven area. Mayor Gibson stated that he would send a
letter to Denver stating that Riverdell Acres is in the corporate
limits of Nitro and express our desire to have the service extended.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council Meeting
adjourn. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All
Cjouncil voted in favor.

MAYOR

/*

RECORDER

I

91
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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August 21, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers, August 21, 1973. Those present were: William D.
Gibson, Mayor; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilmen
Thomas Lilly, Paul Hill, Vernon Casebolt, Dewey Mann, and the City
Attorney, James Kessinger. Thomas Melton, City Recorder, was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
The invocation was given by Reverend Westlund.
The Mayor stated that we were fortunate to have a new Councilman,
the Honorable Dewey Mann. Mayor Gibson added that Mr. Mann has done
much for our community in the past and will do much more in the future.
The Mayor asked Councilman Mann if he had any comments to make. Councilman Mann replied that he was glad to be associated with the City
Administration and that he will try to do his best. He added that he
would keep in mind at all times the welfare of the citizens. He also
stated that he considered it an honor to serve as Councilman for Ward
1 and would always keep his oath of office in mind.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the
minutes of the last Council Meeting, August 7, 1973, be accepted.
Councilman Paul Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson added that the City Recorder is on vacation.
APPROVAL OF JULY FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee,stated that he would like to carry
over the approval of the financial statement until the next Council
Meeting due to the fact that two members of the Finance Committee have
been on vacation for the past two weeks. In addition, he pointed
out that the City Recorder is also on vacation.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee, reported on the truck for the Street Superintendent. He added that the
Street Department has been utilizing a truck that has had it. He went
on to say that he would like to make a recommendation that the Council
authorize bidding for a new truck for the Street Department. He further
added that a copy of specificiations have been given out, and he
would like to recommend that the specifications be accepted and bids
be released for a 3/4 ton pick-up truck for the Street and Garbage Department. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Councilman Lilly's
recommendation be accepted. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the
motion. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked what was meant by a "radio"
Councilman Lilly added that it was to be a two-way communications radio
since Mr. Williams will be in contact with the Street and Garbage Department trucks. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that this should
be added on the specifications to avoid confusion.
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Mayor Gibson asked if the motion had been revised to reflect
the change. Councilman Casebolt replied that it had - All Council
voted in favor.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Traffic Committee,
reported on the survey of congested street areas in an effort to
regulate the speed. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that he had
been on vacation and read in the minutes of the last Council Meeting
where the Council had received notification from the State Road
Commission that we had to comply with a 25 mile per hour speed limit
on our streets. Mayor Gibson stated that this was just a recommendation under the State Law but has never been tried and contested in
court. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that there are some streets
that definitely need a 15 mile per hour speed limit. He further
added that this almost has to be a must on some streets. He went on
to say that some streets that are two-way should actually be one-way
streets. He added that he would have a good report for the Council
at the next meeting.
Councilman Casebolt informed Council that he had done some
checking on his own, and he found that the State has no jurisdiction
over our residential streets. They have jurisdiction only on the
thoroughfares or the State Routes through our City. He went on to
say that what we do in the municipalities is our business. What we
do on State Routes through our City is their business and must be
done to comply with their rules and recommendations.
Councilman Lilly asked that if it was not in the report that
this was primarily the case, but if we want the speed limit signs
at a discount, then we have to comply with their recommendations. He
added that their recommendation was to have uniform speed limits
throughout the City. Councilman Casebolt added that if we want to
make the speed limits uniform that this would be fine. He further
added that the Council could make them uniform at 15 miles per hour.
Councilman at Large Allen suggested that if each of the Ward Councilmen would report to him some streets in their area that they feel
he should look at personally, he would be glad to do it. He added
that he would have a report at the next Council Meeting.
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Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Dr. Allen if he had had
a chance to get involved with the fifth item on the agenda, that item
concerning the Main Avenue parking problem between Kapok Street to
Valentine Circle which interfers with the normal traffic flow on
Main Avenue. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that he had traveled
Main Avenue morning, noon, and night and he found only two small
areas there that have any type of congestion. He added that he was
very reluctant to make any recommendation in that particular area
because we are penalizing all the people in the area due to one or
two people. He further added that he did not feel that it was fair.
He went cm to say that he did not get a chance to go there at 2:00 p.m.
for example, in the afternoon but he had traveled it at 5:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m., and early in the morning. He added
that there is no congestion there with the exception of two small
areas. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that maybe Council
could remedy these areas. Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen if he wanted to study the problem further. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen replied that he would.
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Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning Committee, reported on the material for remodeling City Hall. Three bids
were received.
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(1)

Southern Supply Company, Nitro, West Virginia
The cost of materials - $1,998.82

(2) Happy Hall Lumber Company, Hurricane, West Virginia
The cost of materials - $2,229.57
(3)

Clendenin Lumber and Supply Company, Clendenin, West Virginia
The cost of materials - $2,494.27 NOTE: This is an estimate.

Mayor Gibson added that Southern Supply Company had called and
Clendenin Lumber and Supply Company sent a man down to verify the estimates
Councilman Paul Hill made a motion to accept the low bid and hire a
carpenter to do the work. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded
the motion. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if the Council had an
estimate on how much it was going to cost for labor. Mayor Gibson
stated that these estimates were on materials and the carpenter would be
paid by the hour. All Council voted in favor with the exception of
Councilman Vernon Casebolt who opposed.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist, Chairman of the Special Committee,
reported on the tree chipper and the paint striper. Councilman at
Large Tidquist added that he did not have as much information on the
tree chipper as he would like to have, but that he did on the paint
striper. He further added that since the price of the paint striper
was under $1,000, the Council could do without bidding. He went on
to say that the item he recommended was a single striper from Machinery,
Inc., being $825. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he had
talked to Mr. Gene Williams and Mr. Williams said that this would fit
the needs of the City. He stated that he had literature on the striper
with him if the Councilmen would like to look at it. He explained
that the striper is self-propelled and is a single striper. The
double striper is $100 more. However, Mr. Williams said that he did
not think the City needed a double striper. Councilman at Large
Tidquist made a recommendation that the City buy the striper. Mayor
Gibson asked how long it would take to get the striper. Councilman
at Large Tidquist replied that he understood that they had it in stock.
He made a motion that the City purchase the paint striper. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that
he thought on an item this size, the Council should release bids because there could be $100 or so difference in the figure the Machinery,
Inc. presented. Mayor Gibson asked if there were any other questions All Council voted in favor with the exception of Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy who opposed. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he
had no objection to bidding if this was the route that the Council
would like to take. Mr. Kessinger, the City Attorney, added that
the cost of advertising would cut down the amount the City would save
in bids. He explained that it costs up to $30-$40 to advertise and
this could be deducted from what we might save in bids. Councilman
at Large Tidquist added that he just want the authority to go ahead

as long as it was under $1,000. Councilman Casebolt added that it
was badly needed since school was starting. Councilman at Large
Tidquist added that he would like to keep the tree chipper in the
Committee.
Councilman Casebolt, Chairman of the Recreation Committee, reported on the vehicle for the Recreation Department. He added that
he would like to have this tabled until the Recreation Committee can
get together. He further added that he would like to keep it in the
Committee but not on the agenda until he asked for it to be.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Chairman of the Dog Pound
Committee, reported on the increased payment to the Charleston
Humane Association. He added that we had no other alternative but
to go along with the increased payment. He further added that he
would like to recommend that the Council go along with the increase.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked how much the increase would be.
Councilman Lilly answered that it would be $1,500 more a year.
Councilman at Large Priddy added that if we are to continue using the
Kanawha County Dog Pound Facilities, it will cost the City approximately $100 a month. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked who paid
the $13.50 (the original cost of using the facilities) per month.
Councilman Lilly replied that the City of Nitro paid it to the
Charleston Humane Association. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added
that he thought that St. Albans, Dunbar,and Nitro put this into one
fund. Councilman Lilly added that this is true. Councilman at Large
Priddy added that there is no other alternative but to accept the
increase and made a motion to accept the increase. Councilman at
Large Tidquist added that the other cities are going along with the
increase. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson stated that all the Councilmen had probably seen
Map 4 that came up approximately a month ago where the persons that
own a plot of ground would like to break it down into four lots.
He added that it is on a paved street on Gravely Drive, has City
sewers and City facilities. He further explained that the lots are in
line with the Building Code and the City Attorney has had a chance
to look the map over. Mayor Gibson asked what action the Council
would like to take. He asked if they wanted to put it in the Planning
and Zoning Commission. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that it was brought up in the last Council
Meeting that there were two or three discrepancies in the 25th, 26th,
and 27th Street areas where the Preston Carroll Company came down
and put in the West Virginia Water line. He added that he called
Preston Carroll and got in touch with Mr. Brackins. Mr. Brackins
came down and met with Councilman at Large Tidquist, who was the
Inspector representing the City at the time the job was done. He
further added that Mr. Brackins agreed to make the necessary repairs.
He also agreed to make the necessary repairs to the sidewalks. In
addition, the Mayor said that Mr. Brackins agreed to take out two
cement sections of the sidewalk and replace it. Also, there were
a few places along the asphalt curb that he agreed to repair. The
Mayor further added that Mr. Brackins assured him that it would
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be done in the near future. The Mayor went on to say that there was
a drainage problem along the curb at the First Baptist Church between
22nd and 23rd Streets that have been repaired since the last Council
Meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that at the request of the Council at the
last Council Meeting, he called the Penn Central Railroad Company and
talked to Mr. Lee Reed, who is the Track Superintendent in charge of
railroad tracks and crossings in this area, in regard to our very bad
railroad crossings in our corporate limits. Mayor Gibson further
added that Mr. Reed was very receptive in his telephone conversation
but could not give any time as to when these repairs might be made.
Mr. Reed said that the Interstate highway coming through Charleston
has taken up a tremendous amount of their time, employees, equipment,
and facilities. The Mayor added that Mr. Reed was very nice but
he let it be known that they could only do do much and were covered
up with work in our area. Councilman Lilly made a motion to initiate
a letter to the Public Service Commission (PSC). Councilman Casebolt
seconded the motion.
Mayor Gibson stated that he went the day of the Council Meeting
to take an on-sight look at the various railroad crossings in the
Riverdale Acres area down through Nitro. He reported that there
were a couple in very bad shape and the others were nothing to brag
about. Councilman Lilly added that Chapter S of the Company is in
bankruptcy, but at the same token, those ties did not rot last year
or the year before. He added that this is a continuation over about
the last ten years. Councilman Lilly went on to say that if there
are no plans to solitify the problem within a reasonable period of
time, he felt that the Council should go to the PSC and see if they
will intervene to get a little action. Councilman Lilly explained
that we should at least let our citizens know that we are doing
everything feasible to get it done - All Council voted in favor of
writing a letter to the PSC.
Mayor Gibson said that he had been in touch with the West Virginia
Department of Highways engineer's office of Layman Smith, District
Engineer of this division, and Mr. Joseph Jones, head Construction
Engineer of the Construction Division in regard to trying to get a
traffic light installed on a Department of Highways right-of-way in
our corporate limits. He went on to say that we do not have one
traffic light from one end of town to the other. He reported that
with all the various side streets that come on to the main highway
and all the plant traffic, he thought it was a shame that Nitro has
no traffic lights. He further reported that there was an accident
on the day of the Council Meeting at the intersection of First Avenue
and 40th Street. He added that there has been accident on top of
accident there. He explained that he had been informed that some
time back a survey had been taken and approved that light could be
installed at the 40th Street intersection. The Mayor said that he
was told that the Department of Highways was going to consider moving
Nitro higher on the priority list. He added that he recommended that
we wait a couple more weeks to see what transpires. He further added
that in the meantime he would be in touch with them and if we do not
get a satisfactory report, we can discuss it later. The Mayor went
on to say that when on a side street, trying to get on the main highway
is almost impossible as everyone well knows.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist asked why the Council should wait
two weeks. He informed Council that he saw the accident that the
Mayor mentioned and he felt it could have been more serious than it
was.
He added that if we wait two more weeks, it just prolongs
the agony. Councilman at Large Tidquist recommended that the Council
contact the Department of Highways immediately. Mayor Gibson stated
that he talked with them the day of the Council Meeting and he was
thinking that the Council could wait a couple more weeks. He added
that he would even be in favor of having a committee make a personal
contact. Councilman at Large Tidquist went on to say that four
vehicles were involved in the accident.
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Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Allen if he could break
away from his office and go up to talk to the necessary people.
He added that anyone else on the Traffic Committee was welcome to
go along. The Mayor said that it was a critical situation. He added
that the intersection of 21st Street is the one that has a good chance
of being approved with the exception of a dog-leg curve that has
to be straightened out. The Mayor and Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
decided to try to get together next Wednesday, August 29, 1973.
Mayor Gibson informed the Council that the Library Commission
intends to have a meeting early in September. He added that it will
be an important meeting and the Commission will most likely want
to have the Council members of the Library Committee present. He
further added that $21,026 has been appropriated for the library. He
explained that he had received a letter from Mr. Steve West informing
him of plans for this meeting. The Mayor went on to say that Mrs.
Dolly Withrow, who is on the Library Commission, sent in a detailed
report of the history of the Nitro Public Library.
Mayor Gibson said that we have a Nitro Lions Club Anitque Show
coming up September 15, 1973. He added that a lot of work has been
done to bring this outstanding antique car show about, and all
profits will go toward the various charities. He added that the
profits of the Nitro Lions Club will go to the Sight Conservation
in the Nitro area. He further added that this will be starting on
Friday evening, September 4, 1973, at 7:30 p.m. He reported that he
had a letter from Mr. Romie C. Hughart, Chairman of the Nitro Antique
Car Show Committee, requesting that Mayor Gibson and all Councilmen
be present to be recognized and assist in every way possible. Mayor
Gibson stated that he recommended that everyone take a part in this
worthwhile cause to our fullest capacity.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen reported that some months
ago we read in the papers that Putnam County was attempting to plan
an emergency-type clinic but would not be classified as a hospital.
He further reported that he contacted Mr. Charles Farley, President
of the Putnam County Court. He added that it is in the planning stages
now to have a 24-hour emergency-type clinic.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen further added that they had twelve
members of a Committee and two members from each magisterial district.
He explained that this means that we have two citizens from our City
on that Committee. He added that at the present time, it is only
in the discussion stage. He further added that when it comes time,
he felt that the City should get behind it and give it any support
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it could. He added that with the growth that is happening in all
areas, it is badly needed.
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Mayor Gibson reported that he had also talked to Mr. Farley,
and he is soliticing all the help and assistance he can get from us.
He added that he felt we owed it to the Putnam and Kanawha County citizens to do all we can to help bring this clinic about. He further
added that in the next Council Meeting he would most likely appoint
a Committee to work along with them.
Councilman Casebolt added that he would like to welcome Mr. Dewey
Mann aboard on the Committees. He added that he had had a Committee
Meeting with Mr. Mann and that he had been a great help to them.
Mayor Gibson explained that Mr. Mann has taken the place of Mr.
James White on each Committee.
Councilman Lilly stated that he would like to make a motion
to Council to authorize our department heads to be able to issue
purchase orders for the amounts up to and including $100. He added
that since July 1, 1972 when all departments were reorganized,
department heads had been assigned and given their department to operate.
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Mr. Kessinger, the City Attorney, asked if the City had an ordinance
on this. Councilman Lilly replied that the City did not. Mr. Kessinger
then inquired to see if the requirements on this had been checked out.
Councilman Lilly replied that he had checked the requirements, and
the City can do it by Council vote since we have no ordinance and are
not exceeding any particular figure like $50 or $100. He added
that Council could set the amount. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion.
Mayor Gibson added that it would help to eliminate alot of
stress and strain on Mr. Melton and himself. He explained that the
department heads must come to him or Mr. Melton at all times for a
purchase order and at times they are not available or extremely busy.
Mr. Kessinger asked if $100 was not a little high.
Mayor Gibson
stated that Council may want to consider a bond for the department
heads. Councilman Lilly stated that he had checked through last year's
financial statements and this would average in the neighborhood of
twenty five purchase orders for all the departments. He added that
he discovered that 75 percent of the expenditures exceeded $50. He
explained that each department head was working under a budget. He
added that they had allocations of a certain amount of dollars along
with a budget and know what they can do and can not do. He further
added that this keeps their hands tied. He went on to say that
sometimes something comes up and they have to have a purchase order
on an emergency basis more or less, and in the event the Mayor is
gone or the Recorder is not present, they cannot get the purchase order.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked how many times an item will exceed $50
on an emergency basis. Councilman Lilly explained that in looking
in general at one department, for example, the Police Department made
thirteen purchases during the month of July. Out of these thirteen,
two exceeded $100, and seven were under $50. Councilman at Large
Priddy added that he thought some municipalities are governed by an
ordinance that even the Mayor is limited to purchases up to about $50.
Councilman Lilly added that the State gives the authority to the municipalities to adopt by ordinance the purchasing ordinance on it. Since

there has never been one in the City of Nitro, we fall back on the State
system. He added that until we get an ordinance on this, he would like
to ask for this to be authorized by Council.
Mayor Gibson added that all the department heads have been
doing an outstanding job and sees no reason why the Council should
object - All Council voted in favor with the exception of Councilman
at Large Priddy.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
The Council Meeting adjourned with a closing prayer by Reverend
Westlund.

Mayp?

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

September 4, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers, September 4, 1973. Those present were William D.
Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy; Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist, Councilmen Vernon Casebolt, Paul Hill, Dewey Mann, and
Thomas Lilly. Mr. James Kessinger, the City Attorney, was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
The invocation was given by Reverend Horton.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that in the
fourth paragraph of the next to the last page of the minutes (that page
being Page 97), an error was found. The sentence which reads, "He added
that since July 1, 1972 . . .", should read, "He added that since July
1, 1973 . . .". Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council
Meeting Minutes be accepted as corrected. Councilman at Large Tidquist
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF JULY FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that looking on Page 6 at the
balance in hands of the City Treasurer, under Estimated Receipts you will
find an estimate of $10,000. He added that this figure should read
$18,748, and the total at the bottom of the page should be $553,557. He
further added that he would like to make a motion that the Financial
Statement for the month of July be approved. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

I

AUGUST FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of
the Finance Committee, stated that the total receipts for August were
$61,016.71. The total disbursements were $59,906.64. Councilman Lilly
reported on the Fourth Entitlement Allotment Revenue Sharing Planned
Use Report. Councilman Lilly reported that in keeping in line with the
recommendations of the Council and interested citizens which met last
October and using our fourth entitlement revenue sharing allocation for
the entitlement period beginning July 1, 1973 and ending June 30, 1974,
the City plans to base its revenue sharing allocation upon an estimate
of $130,511. He added that the committee on Revenue Sharing met and
recommendations were that the Planned Expenditure for Public Safety,
that total being $19,400, Environmental Protection, being $12,500, and
$30, 271 for Public Transportation. The total Planned Expenditures,
$62,171, comes under the heading of Operating/Maintenance Expenditures.
Councilman Lilly added that coming under the heading, Capital Expenditures,
we have $8,340 for remodeling City Hall under Planned Expenditures
with 100% planned for construction and $60,000 for the City Garage
under Planned Expenditures with 100% planned for construction. The
total allocation for Planned Expenditures under Capital Expenditures
is $68,340, along with the total, $62,171, for Planned Expenditures
under Operating/Maintenance Expenditures, is $130,511. Councilman Lilly
further added that the Revenue Sharing Committee actually consists
of the Mayor and the City Council.
Councilman Lilly went on to explain the Operating/Maintenance
Expenditures and the Capital Expenditures as follows:
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OPERATING/MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURE
$ 7,400
12,500
4,500
900
5,000
4,500
2,000
2,000
7,071
2,000
2,300
7,500
200
800
400
600
2,500

Two Police Cruisers at $3,700 each
Garbage Truck (Garbage Dept.)
3/4 Ton Pickup Truck (St. Dept., Supt)|
Street Marker (Street Dept.)
Chipper for limbs and trees (St. Dept)1
One Ton Dump Truck (Street Dept.)
Weed cutting equipment (Street Dept.)
Salt Spreader (Street Dept.)
Materials for Street Repair (St. Dept.)
Street Signs (Street Dept.)
Clothing (Street and Garbage Dept.)
Emergency Vehicle (Fire Dept.)
Two Walkie Talkies at $100 each (Fire Dep
Ten Lockers at $80 each (Fire Dept.)
Paneling (Fire Dept.)
Portable Pump (Fire Dept.)
Dog Pound Expense ($1,000 Truck, wages,
etc.)
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$62,171
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
$60,000
8,340
_____
$68,340

Maintenance Building (All Depts.)
Repairs and remodeling to City Hall
(Adm. Dept.)

These totals together represent $130,511, the amount allotted.
Councilman Lilly added that a copy of the report will be published
in the Kanawha Valley Leader, September 6, 1973, as required by
certification. He went on to say that the report was signed by the
Mayor as the Executive Officer on August 31, 1973. Mayor Gibson
asked if there were any questions. Councilman Lilly made a motion that
the Fourth Entitlement Allotment Revenue Sharing Planned Use Report
be accepted. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.
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Councilman At Large Dr. Allen reported on the survey of congested
street areas in an effort to regulate speeding. He stated that he
had covered all the Wards in the City in order to reach some conclusion as to what is needed as far as a traffic and speed limit.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that he would like for the Council
to take home the survey he had provided, study it, and bring up any
recommendations they might have at the next Council Meeting. He
added that there were twenty items or areas on the list; and unless
speed limit signs were put up, the law could not be enforced.
Councilman Lilly asked if signs to the effect, "Caution, Children
Playing," could not be put up. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
stated that the recommendation was to make a survey of the streets
in town that needed a 15 mile per hour speed limit. He further added
that if each Councilman does not approve of the suggested speed
limit in his Ward, to please bring it to his attention. Councilman
Casebolt asked about Item 20 on the list which concerned enforcing
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a 15 mile per hour speed limit from West llth Street through West
15th Street. Councilman Casebolt asked if this speed limit could
be extended from West llth Street to the Plant Road. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen replied that Park Avenue all the way to the entrance
of the Plant Road is a 15 mile per hour speed zone. He added that
he had reference to the streets going off Park Avenue toward the
river and making each individual street a 15 mile per hour speed zone.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also added that a 15 mile per hour
speed zone might be considered on Third Avenue from 31st Street to
4th Street. Councilman Paul Hill asked Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
to explain to Mr. Dewey Mann, newly appointed Councilman, where
Boundary Street was located. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen explained
that it was a short street located in an apartment complex and connected
Broadway Avenue and Lane Avenue. Mayor Gibson asked that the Councilmen study the list of street areas and be ready to make recommendations
at the next Council Meeting. He went on to say that he was sure that
Dr. Allen would be very receptive to telephone calls if you should
want to contact him between now and the next Meeting.
Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Dr. Allen to report on the
Main Avenue parking problem between Kapok Street and Valentine Circle
which interfers with the normal traffic flow. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that the Council could discuss this item at the same
time it makes recommendations on the item mentioned above, that being
the survey of congested street areas to regulate speed.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist commented on the tree chipper that
the City proposes to purchase. He stated that all the Councilmen
had a copy of the specifications for the chipper. He told the Council
to pay, particular attention to the NOTE at the top of Page 1 and also
at the end of the specification sheet. Councilman at Large Tidquist
added that there were two items on the list that he would like to
recommend that the Council get on this tree chipper. These items were
that the chipper be powered by an 8 cylinder, 318 cubic inch displacement engine developing 187 maximum brake horsepower and one 36 inch
sensitive control bar at the rear of the feed table and sensitive
control points on the right and left side of the feed table to shut
off the engine and hydraulically brake rotor to full stop immediately.
Councilman at Large Tidquist added that this was a safety feature and
served to stop anything that could injure the man operating the chipper.
Councilman at Large Tidquist added that that it is not necessary
for the City to have a truck to load the chipper, but it is simply
a matter of choice. Councilman at Large Tidquist further added that
he would like to recommend that the City advertise the tree chipper
for bids. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor. Councilman Lilly asked if there was any particular
date that the bids shquld be received. Councilman at Large Tidquist
replied that he thojjjg^it the bids should be in by the next Council
Meeting. Council^-fil Mann asked if the tree chipper could be used now.
Councilman Casebolt answered that the tree chipper could possibly be
put into use at the Watershed now. He added that it could be used
year around and would pay for itself in time. Councilman at Large
Tidquist added that some Cities take the waste materials and resell
them as fertilizer. Mayor Gibson added that the only problem would
be finding a place to store the tree chipper.
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The Mayor went on to say that Councilman at Large Tidquist will,
therefore, have a report in two weeks.
Councilman at Large Tidquist
added that two weeks should give the bidders plenty of time. He
added that he knew of places in the Valley that sell tree chippers
and could easily submit bids in this length of time.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had been in touch with Mr. Marlen
Davis, Maintenance Engineer for the Department of Highways and the
bid for repairing on Dogwood Street and Kanawha Avenue has been
awarded to the Mason Construction Company. The Mayor added that they
will begin moving in their equipment on Wednesday morning, September
5, 1973, and would like to have the cooperation of all the people
in that area. Councilman Casebolt asked if this meant they would be
blocking Kanawha Avenue, The Mayor replied that Kanawha Avenue would
very definitely have to be blocked.
The Mayor reminded the Council of the Antique Car Show beginning
on Friday, September 14, 1973. He went on to explain that on Saturday,
September 15, the judges will award trophies. The Mayor added that
the Lion's Club, the organization sponsoring the Car Show, would like
to have all the Councilmen to be present and be recognized and assist
in any way possible. Councilman Mann added that he wuld like the
Council to go on record as endorsing the Antique Car Show, and Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he felt it would be worthwhile for
the Council to do this. Councilman Mann then added that it would
bring alot of people into the area and might be encouraging to
the citizens to know that the Council is supporting it. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to suggest that the
Library Committee have a meeting as soon as possible. He added
that approximately $20,000 has been appropriated for up-grading the
library, and we have a very capable Library Commission who's chairman
is Mr. Steve West. Councilman Casebolt informed the Mayor that the
Library Committee was under the impression that Mr. West was going
to call a meeting at the beginning of September and the Library
Committee would be invited. The Mayor added that he had received
a letter from Mr. West to this effect, but Mr. West has been away
to school. Councilman Casebolt added that the Library Committee
would like to attend this meeting. Mayor Gibson added that the
money has been appropriated, and that he thought the Committee might
see fit to put the money into use before the weather gets bad.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen gave Council a diagram of Lock
Street and Main Avenue. He added that he did not know how many had
received calls concerning this area, but it has been a headache for
some time. He further added that several years ago, it was recommended
that Lock Street be widened, but the citizen&«$s4jt up a petition against
widening the street. Councilman at Large Dr. 411*^ went on to explain
that if you come down Main Avenue and want to turn into Lock Street
going toward the river and a car is coming off Lock Street from the
direction of the river, one of the cars will have to give ground
or the turn is almost impossible. He added that the City's Street
Department had painted the curb so as to widen and lengthen the
area there where there is no parking. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
went on to say that street widening could be a very expensive item.
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He further added that we can do one of two things: (1) leave the
street as it is with the curb marking; or (2) make the street oneway. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he personally would
like to have the opportunity to hear from the residents living on that
street. He added that the Council must remember that when making a
street one-way, you are throwing the traffic on someone else. He
further added that the residents would be forced to go around Boundary
Street which is very narrow, so we must consider the people living
in that area. Councilman At Large Dr. Allen added that he would
like for the Council to look at the street and then make recommendations . He went on to say that he would like the City to write a letter
to the residents on Lock Street living them three alternatives; these
alternatives being: (1) leaving the street as it is; (2) making
Lock Street one-way; (3) widening the street.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if the Street Department
could just paint the curb back further to help alleviate this problem.
Councilman Lilly suggested putting the stop sign back a short distance.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that the cars still have to come
out to the end of the street to get onto Main Avenue. Councilman Paul
Hill suggested making the area into off-street parking.
Councilman
at Large1Tidquist added that this would be difficult to do because
the people would not have a place to park. Councilman Hill further
added that if the Street can be made one-way, why can't parking be
restricted. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that painting the curb
back should help. Councilman Casebolt stated that a car coming out
of Lock Street has to come to the end of it to get onto Main Avenue.
He further stated that there was no use to try to make the turn off
Main Avenue onto Lock Street with a car coming off Lock Street.
The Mayor asked if the Council would like to put it in the Committee.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Traffic Committee, replied
that the Committee would like to study the situation and discuss it
at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that a businessman, James Jeffries
who is owner-operator of the Nitro Taxi, approached him about a week
ago and said that he had attempted to get a warrant for an intoxicated
man that had come into the Nitro Taxi Office and hit his son. Councilman at Large Priddy added that Mr. Jeffries called the Nitro Police
Department and was told that no one in town could issue a warrant.
Mayor Gibson started that he did not understand why he was told this
because he has signed several warrants. In fact, he had signed one
the day of the Council Meeting. Councilman Lilly added that two
people can issue a signed warrant, and these were the Mayor and the
Police Judge. Councilman Mann explained that it could have been a
lack of understanding, and maybe no one was there at that time to
sign the warrant. Councilman at Large Priddy added that Mr. Jeffries
was informed that he would have to get the warrant from the St. Albans
Justice of the Peace. Councilman Casebolt asked Councilman at Large
Priddy what the warrant was for. Councilman at Large Priddy explained
that Mr. Jeffries wanted to have the man arrested. Councilman Lilly
added that if it is late at night, the only place you can get a
signed warrant is still from the Mayor or the Police Judge. He further
added that you can wait till the next morning and that the warrant
does not have to be served right then. Councilman Mann stated that
this should have been explained to Mr. Jeffries. Councilman at Large
Priddy added that he would like to know if there is some one in the
Police Department that can sign a warrant so that the problem will not
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occur in the future. Mayor Gibson stated that he would check into
the matter and see if the person who told Mr. Jeffries this was
a dispatcher and the time that it occurred. Councilman at Large
Priddy added that evidently it was late. Mayor Gibson further added
that he had gone out of town for one night during one weekend, and
it could have occurred them.
Councilman Casebolt stated that we have a man who wants to put
people in jail, but what about him and his junk yard in the middle
of town. Mayor Gibson asked what the pleasure of the Council would
be. Councilman Casebolt added that it is worse than the junk yard
located near the St. Albans-Nitro Bridge, and it is getting larger
all the time. The Mayor asked if the Council had any comments on
this. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen asked if there was a
City ordinance against these junk yards. Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked if the City had an ordinance compelling a man to clean up a
vacant lot. Councilman Casebolt asked if Mr. Jeffries could inspect
any one of the cars on his lot and put them on the road. Mr. Kraft,
a citizen at the Council Meeting, explained that Mr. Jeffries had lost
his inspection license. Mayor Gibson added that he was in favor
of doing whatever the Council prefers to do. He added that if there
was an ordinance against it, then the ordinance must be enforced.
Councilman Hill further added that the City had it cleaned up once.
The Mayor stated that the City had just given him some where to put
the cars. Councilman Casebolt stated that he recommended the Police
Chief talk with Mr. Jeffries. Councilman Lilly suggested putting
this matter on the agenda for the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Priddy went on to suggest that the Council check on
other areas in the same circumstance between now and the next
meeting. Councilman Mann added that if we have an ordinance concerning debris and it includes junk, then the junk would have to be
cleaned up.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that the Cohen Rite-Aid
Store put waste paper and other waste materials outside the store in
large boxes. He added that the Baptist Church has to have their lot
cleaned from this debris which blows onto their property. Councilman
at Large Tidquist went on to say that Rite-Aid had been told about
this but it does not seem to do any good. Yet, at the same time,
someone from the Baptist Church has to pay a man to clean up the
Church yard. He further added that if nothing else, a letter should
be sent to the main headquarters of this concern and tell them. He
went on to say that we have complained to them year after year. He
explained that they take care of it for a week or so, and then it
gets back into the same condition.
Mayor Gibson stated that Superintendent Gene Williams sent a
letter to Cohen Rite-Aid several weeks ago informing them that the
trash must be kept cleaned up even if a larger container had to be
installed. Superintendent Williams added that he sent a copy of the
ordinance along with the letter. Councilman Lilly stated that their
was a 30-day time limit, and what would the Council do if they did
not comply within this time limit. Superintendent Williams stated
that the City could make them put it in a different type of container. Mayor Gibson stated that perhaps we should send a copy of
that letter and thejordinance to the Main Office. Councilman at
Large Tidquist stated that there are other people in residential areas
where businesses do the same and the same problem exists.
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He added that he thought that they should keep the trash cleaned up.
Councilman Hill stated that he thought that the pieces of trash in
some cases are being thrown out of the boxes. He went on to say that
he has seen people go by and help themselves and take what they want,
leaving the rest on the ground. Mayor Gibson stated that they should
collapse the boxes into small units. Councilman at Large Tidquist
added that it was still their responsibility. Mayor Gibson suggested
that they may need a larger container. Councilman at Large Tidquist
added that may be they could put the trash in a container and lock it.
Councilman Hill asked about the survey determining where additional
fire hydrants were needed. The Mayor replied that Mr. Carr and Mr.
Toyck from the West Virginia Water Company was scheduled to meet with
him the following morning after the Council Meeting at 10:00 a.m. in
his office. He added that anyone who wants to meet with them would
be very welcome.
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Councilman Mann reported that he had had several reports from
citizens complaining about the parking on 21st Street during school
hours. He added that the students are parking so close to the driveways that getting your car out of one of these driveways is almost
impossible. Councilman Mann further added that he understands that
last year the principal had the students move their automobiles.
He went on to say that the students cannot tell if they are blocking
the driveways or not. He added that it seems that the principal of
the school should not be responsible for how the students park. He
stated that also some of the students are smart and may intentionally
block a driveway as an excuse to get out of class to move it. Councilman Mann further stated that he felt that if the curbs were painted,
the students might respect such a sign and discontinue blocking the
driveways. He went on to add that perhaps the curbs could be painted
two or three feet from the driveways. The Mayor asked if he was suggesting to paint the curbs all the way up 21st Street on both sides.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that perhaps the curbs could be
painted up to about 2176 21st Street. Mayor Gibson added that the
City had had difficulty before when a fire hydrant was blocked, and
the curb was painted around it. Councilman Lilly suggested making
this a no parking area until 4:00 p.m. Councilman Mann reproted that
he did not think this should be done because on one side of the
street there are no driveways. He added that the students had to park
some where. He further added that this would eliminate too many parking spaces to so zone
it. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported
that on the right hand side of the street coming from the main part
of town there is only one driveway which belongs to an apartment
building. He added that this involves a minimum of five cars; and
if no parking was enforced, they would have no place to park. Mayor
Gibson stated that Superintendent Gene Williams said that he would
take care of the matter of painting the curb. Councilman Casebolt
added that if the curbs are painted and no parking at the yellow
curbs is enforced a few times, the problem will be taken care of.
Councilman at Large Priddy added that the curbs should be painted all
the way up to the bridge. Councilman Mann added that a one-way sign
at Third Avenue and 21st Street is obscured because it has either been
hit or just knocked over. Councilman Casebolt added that there was
also a crumpled one-way sign at 31st Street and Third Avenue.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Romie Hughart, President of the
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Antique Car Show, was present and asked Mr. Hughart if he had any
comments to make concerning the Car Show. Mr. Hughart reported that
the Lion's Club hopes to have a fine Car Show and is looking forward
to having a large crowd if the weather permits. He went on to say
that the activities would begin on Friday evening, September 14, 1973
with a street dance from 7:30 until 9;30 p.m. He added that registration would be from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 15. Mr. Hughart explained that he would like for the Council
to be at the Main Platform at approximately 11:00 a.m. and he would
like for the Mayor to give a welcome speech and introduce each
member of the City Council. Between 12:30 and 1:30 the Country Mods
will entertain, and the car parade will begin at 2:00 p.m. He went
on to say that awards would be presented at 4:00 p.m. He added that
it would be a big day for Nitro, and he expected about 10,000 people.
He further added that he expected 150 cars to register. Mr. Hughart
added that there would be alot of TV, radio, and newspaper publicity.
Mr. Hughart stated that this was the 12th year that the Nitro Lion's
Club was sponsoring the Show. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked
if the parade would be extended to the Plant Road. Mr. Hughart
answered that the car parade would go down First Avenue to 1-64
and back up to the bridge down Main Avenue, down Lock Street and back
around. He added that there would also be a marching parade starting
at Third Avenue and 21st Street.
Mayor Gibson added that we appreciated all the work that the
Lion's Club has put into the Show, and he was sure that Mr. Hughart
would have several helpers. He also stated that the City appreciated
the time and effort Mr. Hughart had put into the Show in the past
and all that he would do in the future.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council Meeting
be adjourned.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.

Recorder
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I

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
September 20, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers September 18, 1973. Those present were William D. Gibson, Mayor,
Thomas Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman
Thomas Lilly, and James Kessinger, the City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William Gibson
Reverend James F. Horton gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
that the minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF AUGUST FINANCIAL STATMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that the Finance Committee met
with the City Recorder for the purpose of going over the financial
statement. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the August Financial
Statement be approved. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion.
Councilman at Large Priddy questioned Item 16 listed under the Fire
Department, that Item being drapes for the Fire Department amounting
to $182. The Mayor stated that these drapes were for two windows in the "
large room upstairs at the Station and two windows in Chief King's office.
The Mayor further stated that he thought there were two other windows
involved. Councilman at Large Priddy added that he felt this was high
for drapes. The Mayor stated that the $182 was for labor and material.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked how many windows were involved. Councilman LUly answered that he thought there were four large windows.
He further added that $182 for four windows was rather conservative.
Councilman at Large Priddy also commented on Item 38 which was Insurance-City Building. He asked if this was the package policy. Councilman
Lilly answered that this was for the package that the bids were advertised in the amount of $3,834. Councilman at Large Priddy asked when
the City received these bids. He also added that on the financial
statement it says Insurance--City Building. Councilman Lilly stated
that this was for fleet insurance on the vehicles. He added that the
specifications have not been drawn up for the insurance on the City
Building. Mayor Gibson asked if there were any other questions - All
Council voted in favor of accepting the August Financial Statement.
Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee, reported on
the bids received for a truck for the Street Superintendent. Mayor
Gibson asked how many bids were received. Councilman Lilly reported
that there was a total of five bids. Mayor Gibson stated that these
bids did not include the communications radio because Mr. Flanagan, the
gentleman who installs and repairs our radios, advised us that we would
get more accurate bids if we excluded the radio. He added that a
radio is out o"f the dealer's realm of bidding, and Mr. Flanagan suggested
that we purchase the communications radio as a separate item. Mayor
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Gibson also added that the specifications requested a quote on a 1974
model.
The bids were as follows:
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(1) Joe Holland Chevrolet, Inc.
3/4 ton 1974 Chevrolet Model based on a 1973 price list
subject to a manufacturer's price increase if any -- $3,013.00
(2) J. D. Moore, Inc., Charleston
3/4 ton 1974 Ford International Model -- $3,547.00
(3) C & 0 Motors, St. Albans
3/4 ton 1973 Chevrolet pick-up truck. Delivery date in
thirty days -- $3,021.53
NOTE: Bid prices does not include anticipated price increase of not more than 3%.
(4) Harvey Shreve Ford
3/4 ton 1974" Ford Model based on 1973 price list subject o
increase -- $3,160.00
NOTE: This offer is conditioned on final certification of
vehicles.
(Councilman at 'Large Priddy explained that this meant that
on a certain size of truck, they have to meet government
specifications as to equipment; and if our specifications
do not comply with the Federal Government's, our specifications must be changed.)
(5) Landers Chevrolet, Hurricane
3/4 ton 1974 Chevrolet Model -- $3,354.00 -- Delivery date
in six weeks.
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Mayor Gibson added that in as much as this is between the year
change that he would like to recommend that the Council keep it in
the Committee and give it a couple more weeks to analyze all the bids
unless the Council felt that they could make a judgement tonight.
Councilman Lilly added that assuming all the bids met our specifications
there was not anything else to do but accept the lowest bid. Councilman Casebolt suggested putting it in the Committee and giving the
Committee the authority to act. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked
if we were speaking of a 3% increase on all of the models. Councilman
at Large Priddy added that the increase would be about the same on
all of them. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the Committee
would like to study the bids and come back with a report at the next
Meeting. Councilman Lilly added that with the price changes, we do
not know whether we are talking about $3,100, $3,200, or $3,300 at this
time. He further added that in all probability the increase would
be the same on all of them. He went on to say that if each bidder
complies with the specifications, the lowest bidder should be awarded
the contract. Councilman Mann added that if the increase we are
talking about is 5%, then C & 0 would be lower. Councilman Lilly
added that the bid from C & 0 Motors says that the bid price does not
include the anticipated price increase of not more than 3%. Councilman Mann further added that this 3% increase would be added onto
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the price. He also added that if Joe Holland's increase is 107>,
for example, then we would add this 107, increase on the price.
Councilman at Large Priddy pointed out that both are Chevrolets;
and what one dealer receives in increase, then likewise, so will the
other. Councilman Mann stated that if the manufacturer's increase
is 67,, they will absorb 370 and the increase will only be 37>. Councilman at Large Priddy added that the maximum the government will
allow is a 37, increase. Councilman Mann added that if you know
that the increase will not be more than 370 there is no question as
to who the lowest bidder is. Councilman Mann asked if it was assured
that the increase will not be over 37>. Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that the Federal Government will only allow a certain increase.
Councilman Lilly explained that the increase could be variable between
the Ford and Chevrolet Models, but we are talking about two Chevrolets.
He added that if they allotted an increase for one dealer they would
certainly allot the same increase for another. Councilman Mann
went on to say that the increase would be the same as far as two
bids are concerned, but what if the Price Control Council or the
Federal Government allows a 670 increase. Councilman at Large Priddy
explained that the government will not allow a 67, increase.
Councilman Mann asked if it was a certainty that 37, was the maximum
increase. Councilman Lilly stated that the bid price does not include the anticipated price increase of more than 37,.
Councilman
Mann added that this means that he will absorb anything above 37,.
Councilman Lilly concluded that they anticipate that the government
will allow a maximum increase of 370. Councilman at Large Tidquist
made a motion that the Committee makes a study of the bids, check
and decide among the prices, and come back at the next Council Meeting
and make a report. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor with the exception of Councilman Lilly and
Councilman Mann who opposed.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Traffic Committee,
reported on the Main Avenue street parking problem between Kapok
Street and Valentine Circle which interfers with the normal traffic
flow. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he traveled this
area a great number of times; and if we are going to restrict parking in this particular area, it looks as though we have to have other
areas restricted also. He added that he would like to make a motion
to table this particular traffic problem in this area. Councilman
Lilly seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also reported on the Lock Street
and Main Avenue problem. He stated that the Council has had the
opportunity to observe this problem. He added that he has also had
the opportunity to talk with the people in this area. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen went on to explain that there are many problems,
and that he was very reluctant to place any hardship on anyone of
these individuals living in this area. He went on to say that there
were three or four suggestions made on this street problem, one
being enforcing one-way traffic, widening the street, and leaving
the street as it is. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen further added
that after going over and talking to some of the people about the
one-way aspect, you will find that the people that travel within
the Plant area, with nature being as it is, take the shortest way
home. He pointed out that this would throw a lot of traffic on
this street and the street cannot handle the traffic. Councilman
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at Large Dr. Allen added that in widening the street, you are also
placing a burden on the people in that area. He further added that
leaving the street as it is has been the opinion of the greatest
majority of the people there. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated
that his motion is to leave Lock Street as it is until we get a
chance to watch it more closely. He added that he knew that the
Councilmen had heard something about this and that he would like
them to comment on it. He further added that it has been a serious
problem in the past. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if the curb
had not been painted back a little further. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen replied that the curb was painted for the safety of the
people trying to get onto Lock Street. He added that he agreed that
some safety factor should have been taken there, and this was the
Committee's solution to the problem. He further added that one
person did complain that we did extend the yellow line there,
but it was for his safety and for the safety of his cars parked there.
He went on to say that everything that was done on Lock Street was
for the safety of everyone going in and out of that area and for
the safety of this man's cars. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion of leaving Lock Street as it is - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported on the survey of the
streets in the City that need a 15 mile per hour speed limit. (This
item was erroneously left off the agenda). He stated that each
Councilman has had the opportunity to observe the areas that we
are looking at for the purpose of speed limits. He added that,
here again, it is not for the purpose to put any hardship or undue
burden on anyone that has to get through town. He further added
that it was strictly for the safety of the people who try to get
in and out of the areas. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen pointed
out that if you live in a certain area of town, we know that there
is very few people that go into that area. However, the fact that
you live there does not mean that you should not have some restrictions within £he speed limit. He went on to say that this was
brought to his attention because of the school areas scattered out
in the community. He added that it was not for the purpose of
the Police Department to give out tickets but for the safety of our
children. He further added that he would like for the Councilmen
to make their various recommendations known. Councilman at Large
Tidquist stated that he had observed some streets and he had quit
traveling llth Street between Second Avenue and First Avenue because there are several cars parked on either side of the street,
in addition to a Yamaha Cycles business. He pointed out that it
is a badly congested area. He added that he thought this street
should have a speed limit sign on it. He further added that Third
Avenue needs some restrictions. Councilman at Large Tidquist
went on to say that we should put a 15 miles per hour speed limit
sign in this area since it is narrow and one-way. In addition,
there are several children who use this street going to and from
school.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen stated that there is
one 15 mile per hour speed limit sign on Third Avenue located
between the high school and grade school which is on approximately
20th Street. He added that you have to go all the way to 7th Street
before you see another sign which is a 20 mile per hour zone. He
further added that children walk and ride their bicycles on the
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sidewalks. He went on to say that maybe we could put up more signs
to let the speed be known. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen explained
that on 19th Street there is no 15 mile per hour speed limit sign
there. There is no way to know what the speed limit is. He went on
to say that maybe putting up more speed limit signs along Third
Avenue would help. He added that he agreed that llth Street is a
very congested area, and whether a 15 mile per hour zone would be
the answer, he did not know. Councilman Casebolt stated that he
paid close attention to some areas because he was in favor of a 15
mile per hour speed zone particularly since school has started. He
added that of the morning there are children walking all through
the streets while cars are parked on the sides of the streets.
He further added that there is no place for the children to walk but
in the streets around the cars. Councilman Casebolt went on to say
that in some of these congested areas you can not go but 15 miles
per hour. He added an example like the east end of Kanawha Avenue
from Hickory up to Kapok Street. He added that you can hardly get
a car through the street and cannot travel very fast. He further
added that on the street where he lived the cars travel so fast
that they almost run over the construction workers although there
are signs like "Local Traffic Only." Councilman Casebolt added that
he personally would like to make a motion that we put a 15 miles
per hour speed limit on all the streets that Dr. Allen has taken the
time to check out and make a list of. He added that we would then
have a uniform traffic system throughout the City. Councilman Hill
asked Councilman Casebolt if he was referring to the list that Dr.
Allen gave the Council at the last Council Meeting. He added that
the people in the Second Ward say that they do not want a 15 mile
per hour zone other than on Third Avenue. He added that he goes
along with this suggestion. Councilman Hill went on to say that you
can only drive 15 miles an hour to start with because they are such
short streets. He added that the people in Ward 2 can hardly get in
and out of the streets, much less bog down the traffic more than
it is now. Councilman Casebolt stated that if they say they cannot
go faster than 15 miles an hour, then they have nothing to be concerned about if we do make the speed limit uniform. Councilman Hill
stated that he is recommending that as for Ward 2, we only put a
15 mile per hour speed limit on Third Avenue. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he feels that the speed limit should be uniform throughout
the City. Councilman Hill added that people will drive as fast as
they can get away with. Councilman Lilly asked Councilman Casebolt
if his recommendation of a uniform speed limit was in the form of a
motion. Councilman Casebolt replied that it was in the form of a
motion. Councilman Hill added that it had not been seconded. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that it wad not his intention to place
all of the streets on the list under a 15 mile per hour speed limit.
He added that he only did it to get the Council thinking about it
because school has started, and the citizens are giving the Police
Department problem about people speeding in school zones. He further
added that he knew that there was no sense putting some of these
streets under a 15 mile per hour limit. He went on to say that if
anyone had any recommendations, he would certainly go along with what
they had to say.
Councilman Mann stated that he had made numerous telephone calls
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especially in the Brookhaven area. He added that the residents in
Brookhaven felt that a 15 mile per hour speed limit was too low in
that area, and it should be about 20 or 25 miles per hour. He
further added that everyone says that we should try to better
enforce the speed limit we do have. He went on to say that he also
felt that the speed limit on some streets should be dropped to 15
miles per hour. Councilman Mann added that if there is no hazard
on the street and it is not necessary to lower the speed limit, then
we should think about these streets because it is hard for the speed
of a car to get that low. He added that some cars idle fast. Councilman Mann further stated that one person on Third Avenue felt
very strongly about not only lowering the speed limit on the various
streets, but also on the main highway. He went on to say that the
residents on Easter Road felt very strongly also about a lower speed
limit of about 15 or 20 miles per hour. Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that he found it hard to believe that people who will not
obey a 25 mile per hour speed limit will obey a 15 mile per hour speed
limit. Councilman Mann explained that on the other hand, if some
won't go over 15 miles per hour, maybe they won't go over 20 miles
per hour. Councilman Casebolt stated that he has had some poeple
say that they thought it was a good idea to have a lower speed limit
on Easter Road because there are no sidewalks. He added that if we
are going to put a 25 mile per hour speed limit in Brookhaven, 35 and
40 miles per hour on 40th Street, 20 miles per hour on Second Avenue,
15 miles per hour on Third Avenue, and 15 miles per hour on Park
Avenue and so forther, then we might as well leave the subject of
a uniform speed limit wide open. Councilman Mann added that the
state law keeps the speed limit down to 25 miles per hour. Councilman at Large Priddy added that it is 15 miles per hour in a
school zone. Councilman Mann added that you cannot go over 25
miles per hour in a residential area anyway. Councilman Casebolt
went on to say that if you put a certain speed limit on one street,
and another speed limit on another street, then it is going to be
a complete foul up.

I

I

Councilman Lilly stated that the whole idea behind the survey
was that Kanawha Avenue requested a 15 miles per hour speed limit.
He added that in Ward Four he cannot see any streets that he could
recommend to be put under a 15 mile per hour speed limit because
we are not involved with congested streets and have no problem with
people speeding. Councilman Mann added that the more speed zones
you have, the more alert people are. At this time, Councilman
Casebolt withdrew his motion to put the City under a uniform speed
limit. He added that he would like to make a motion to make
Kanawha Avenue from Smith Street to Elm Street a 15 mile per hour
speed zone. Councilman Mann seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that Third Avenue is not
so much a question of a lower speed but better and more signs. The
Mayor asked if Third Avenue was a 15 mile per hour zone all the way
through. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that as far as he
can tell, there is a 15 mile per hour speed limit til you reach
7th Street and then a sign says 20 miles per hour. He added that
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where the 20 mile per hour speed limit starts and the 15 mile per
hour speed limit stops, he does not" know. Councilman Hill added that
from 21st Street and Third Avenue to 19th Street is 15 miles per hour.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that you cannot travel that fast
on Third Avenue because children ride their bicycles there, and it
is too narrow. He further added that there are also alot of blinds
coming up the streets and turning onto Third Avenue. Councilman
At Large Priddy asked if there were any stops signs here. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen answered that there were not. Councilman
Lilly added that in Fenton Circle they have a sign to the effect,
"Slow Children Playing." He added that this does more good than any
speed signs because anyone going into Fenton Circle slows down.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he travels Third Avenue
to avoid the down-town congestion. He added that the kids do drive
fast on Third Avenue. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if there
was a traffic law covering driving too fast for road conditions
regardless of the speed limit. He added that if there is and the
road conditions do not permit a certain speed, then they are in
violation. Mayor Gibson asked Dr. Allen if he would like to keep
the speed limit on Third Avenue as it is and recommend enforcing it.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that this was what he recommended.
Councilman Mann asked if there were any signs on Third Avenue between
21st Street and 31st Street. Mr. Gene Williams, the Street and
Garbage Superintendent, said there was one. Councilman Mann then
asked if there was a sign on Easter Road. Mr. Williams answered
that there was not. Councilman Mann added that he thought there
should be a sign on Easter Road. Councilman Casebolt asked if there
was a 25 mile per hour speed limit on Third Avenue from 21st Street
to 31st Street. Councilman Mann answered that Mr. Williams had said
there was a sign there. Councilman Mann went on to say that he
thought there should be a 25 mile per hour speed limit sign on Easter
Road. He then asked why not ask :the opinion of the Police Chief and
added that he should have some good ideas. He went on to say that
he had had a couple of calls that the people were driving too fast
on Easter Road. He added that what the speed limit should be he did
not know. Mayor Gibson added that he would make plans to speak with
the Chief of Police and see if he has any recommendations. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that therefore we have four streets
that we should check into. These are llth Street, Third Avenue,
Kanawha Avenue and Easter Road. Mayor Gibson added that Kanawha
Avenue had been settled.
Councilman at Large Tidquist, Chairman of the Special Committee,
reported on the bids that were received for a tree chipper. The
bids were as follows:
(1) Logan Corporation - FMC Brush Chipper, 16" model 16T318
with Chrysler 318 cubic inch V-8 engine - $4,617.00
Optional is the blower which is $97 additonal. Delivery
date in 10 weeks.
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(2) West Virginia Tractor and Equipment Company - $5,220.00
Delivery date in 30-45 days upon receiving order.
The Mayor added that he had been informed that the City does not
need the blower; but if the City does decide to purchase it with the
chipper, the total cost would be $4,617 as quoted by Logan plus
$97 which would make the total cost being $4,714.00.

Councilman Lilly added that in the letter from W. Va. Tractor
and Equipment Company, they discuss the various types of equipment
and options the specifications called for. He added that you would
have to compare these with what the specifications asked for. Councilman Lilly added that the letter also says that although they do
not meet all the specifications exactly, they do feel their chipper
exceeds our requirements overall.
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Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Tidquist if he had any
recommendations. Councilman at Large Tidquist replied that he had
none at this time. Mayor Gibson asked if the Committee wanted to
check out the bids and report at the next Council Meeting. Councilman at Large Tidquist answered that they would if this was what
the Council wanted to do. Councilman Lilly added that he would like
to make a motion that if the lowest bidder meets the specifications
that the City asked for, then we award the contract to the lowest
bidder. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. Councilman at
Large Priddy asked if this fell within the amount the Council had
figured on. Councilman Lilly added that the Council would be saving
$1800 - All Council voted in favor of accept the bid if the bidder
met all of the specifications.
Councilman Casebolt reported on the Nitro Taxi and junk yards.
He stated that the City of Nitro has an ordinance which says, "Be
it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro: It shall be unlawful
for any person to throw, place, scatter or otherwise deposit any
garbage, rubbish, trash or other refuse or any discarded objects
or chattels over or upon any premises or street, either public or
private, or adjacent thereto, within the City of Nitro, and either
with or without the intention later to remove or burn same; or to
suffer or permit any premises owned, occupied or controlled by such
person to become or remain offensive, unsanitary, unsafe or hazardous
to public health or to become a fire hazard." He added that he
recommended we enforce the ordinance. Councilman Hill asked how we
are to enforce it. Councilman Casebolt replied that the Council
would enforce the ordinance just as it says, "The Chief of Police
is hereby designated as the official of the City to make inspection
of any such premises or vacant lots, and when in his opinion any
such condition exists, he shall notify the owner or person occupying
or controlling said premises to correct the condition within five
days from date of the notice. Said notice shall be in writing and
set out the condition to be corrected and served upon such person
by a member of the police department." Councilman Casebolt further
added that we can either enforce the ordinance or let the City continue
to pile up. Councilman Hill asked if you can go on personal property
and ask a man to move his vehicles. Councilman Casebolt added that
the ordinance says "either public or private." He went on to say that
we have another ordinance pertaining to the subject. Councilman
at Large Priddy asked if you could classify five vehicles as chattel.
Councilman Casebolt added that chattel is any item of movable or
immovable property other than real estate. Councilman Lilly added
that under this ordinance, if thevehicle has a registration, then it
then it is not a junk vehicle. Councilman Mann suggested having
the City Attorney look into the matter and see if he can legally
make the owner move the vehicles, then have him do it. Mr.
Kessinger, the City Attorney, added that the ordinance Mr. Casebolt
was referring to was on discarded objects and chattels. He further
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added that he did not think this man considered the cars as being
discarded because he repairs them. Councilman Lilly added that he
uses these cars to repair other cars. Mr. Kessinger went on to say
that he admits they are an eyesore and that it was something that
we should probably look into. Councilman Casebolt stated that we had
him clean up the area once, and two weeks later it was in the same
shape. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that the only way he can
be forced to move the cars is that they be abandoned. Councilman
Lilly added that they are not abandoned, and they are not junk.
Councilman Hill added that the only thing you can get the man for
is cluttering up the sidewalk. He added that if the objects are
setting on the sidewalk, he can be made to move them back. Councilman Casebolt stated that if you read the ordinance you will find that
there is a limited amount of time on an abandoned vehicle. Councilman
Casebolt read the following: " 'Abandoned vehicle1 means any vehicle
or major part thereof that is inoperative and is left unattended
on public property for any period of time over ten days, or any
vehicle or major part thereof that has remained illegally on public
property for any period of time over ten days, or any vehicle or
major part thereof that is unattended, discarded, deserted and
unlicensed or is inoperative for any"period of time over one hundred
eighty days." Councilman Casebolt added that the ordinance does
not state where. Councilman Hill added that it does not say that
a«y that you can go onto that private property and move it. Mr.
Kessinger stated that if Council desires he would send a letter and
ask him to move all the vehicles that are not operative, and if
he does not, we will cross that bridge when we come to it. The
Mayor ask if anyone wanted to make a motion to this effect. Councilman Lilly added that he would like to put it in the form of a
motion that the City Attorney write a letter to the citizen requesting
that he move the junk or abandoned vehicles. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked
if this would apply to any other similar conditions throughout the
City. Mr. Kessinger stated that he would need to know the names of
the people Councilman Tidquist is speaking of. He went on to say that
this letter would be directed to one particular individual and not
the public. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that the motion
would have to be changed. Mr. Kessinger asked if the Nitro Taxi
junk yards were not the only problem - All Council voted in favor
of the City Attorney writing a letter to the owner of the vehicles
with the exception of Councilman Hill who opposed.
Mayor Gibson stated that we had an extremely successful Antique
Car Show, and he would like to thank the Lions Club in general along
with all the members and everyone else who played a part in making
the Show the success it was. He added that it was the 12th annual
Car Show that the Lions Club had sponsored, and he would like to see
this annual event greatly expanded. He further added that he would
like to encourage the elected officials of the City of Nitro to do
as much as possible in the future to see that the Show does prosper.
He went on to say that a street dance was held on Friday night on
21st Street before the Car Show. He explained that he was at the
street dance twice, and although there was a down-pour of rain the
children had a great time. He added that it was nice to see them
enjoy themselves.

Mayor Gibson reported that we had a letter of resignation
from Mr. Allen P. STanley, the Recreation Director. He added that
the letter spoke for itself and that it was very nice. He went on
to say that he personally had enjoyed working with Mr. Stanley.
The Mayor said that he was an honorable man and had been very
dependable. He wished Mr. STanley the best in the future in
whatever he might engage himself in. Councilman Casebolt stated
that he hated to see Mr. Stanley leave. He added that he though
the City's recreation program had moved forward under Mr. Stanley's
direction. Councilman Casebolt further added that our parks look
better and other improvements were made in addition to the new
equipment which was purchased. He went on to say that he wished
Mr. Stanley the best of luck in his field which is law enforcement.
He added that the Recreation Committee would meet and bring back
a recommendation to Council as to what the Committee intends to
do about this vacancy.
Mayor Gibson reported that he had a letter from the Kidney
Foundation of West Virginia Inc. dated September 17, 1973. In
the letter the Foundation requests the permission to sell Halloween
candy in our town from now till October 31, 1973. The letter
stated that the candy was made specifically for the Foundation;
and the cost is $1 per can, or $12 for a case of twelve. It is packaged in a reusable bag and contains soft taffy and hard candy, and
bubble gum. The Kidney Foundation of W. Va. is affiliated with the
National Kidney Foundation, and is a non-profit organization.
Enclosed was an instruction sheet which is put on each case of candy
and will give us further information. Councilman Casebolt asked
if they wanted to sell the candy door to door. The Mayor answered
that evidently they did. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added
that various organizations do sell Halloween candy door to door.
He added that other organizations usually ask for assistance.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept this action.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor of letting the organization sell candy in our town with
the exception of Councilman Lilly who opposed.
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Mayor Gibson reported that he had been approached by the
Community School in regard to their program wondering if we would
consider their program for this up-coming term. He added that the
Community School Council would like us to give serious consideration
toward allocating money for their project. Councilman Casebolt
stated that he had been trying to get in touch with Mrs. Bleidt
but had been unsuccessful so far. He added that before the Council
makes any statement on what we will do, he would like to talk to Mrs.
Bleidt to see if she cannot come up with some federal funds. He
added that we do not want it to fold. He went on to say that he
understood there is federal money available because it has been
given to other schools.
Mayor Gibson stated that it has been requested by two Councilmen that an Ordinance Meeting be held to study the rough draft
of the proposed ordinances. He added that the date on this Meeting
has been set for Thursday night. Mr. Kessinger added that
this was Police Court night which he had to attend and most
Councilmen cannot get to City Hall til 6:30 or 7:00 p.m. He
pointed out that the Court starts at 7:30 and it would not give
them ample time to study the ordinances. He also explained that the
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people attending Police Court start filtering in at 7:00 p.m. Mr.
Kessinger said he would like to recommend the Ordinance Meeting be
held on Monday or Tuesday night of the following. The Mayor added
that we are all in agreement that we need to have an Ordinance Meeting
as soon as possible, and should arrive at a definite night. He
further added that we should spend a considerable amount of time on
the proposed ordinances. Mr. Kessinger added that Tuesday night,
September 25, 1973, was fine and all the Councilmen seemed to agree.
May Gibson asked what time the Council felt the Meeting should begin.
Mr. Kessinger suggested 6:00 p.m. The Mayor went on to say that
we would send out a reminder or call each Councilman prior to Tuesday.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to have the
Traffic Committee or Dr. Allen check down on 36th Street where the
3-way stop sign was placed. He added that lines were painted on
Second Avenue for stopping purposes. He further added that he did
not know how many times he had been there, and there has been cars
parked on the yellow line making it difficult to make a turn. He
added that he would like to make a recommendation to do something
about this either painting the line back farther or making the man
a parking spot. He added that a 3-way stop sign was put there
because people were having trouble getting out of the street. He
added that the cars parking on the street are not observing the
yellow line and you can hardly get out of 36th Street. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen asked that in other words the cars are blocking
traffic. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if they were parking at
the curb. Councilman Casebolt replied that they were parking at the
curb and half way over the yellow line. Councilman at Large Priddy
added that he was there today and didn't have any problem getting
out even though a truck was parked at the intersection.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to recommend!that
the Watershed be open from sun up til dusk. He pointed out that
they were having trouble getting the people to leave the Watershed
after it gets dark. He added that he" would like to have the"closing
hours changed so our policemen can close the park before dark.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen stated that he was hoping we
could have some ice skating at the Watershed this winter. Councilman
Casebolt added that you can not have ice skating after dark without
lights. He added that right now there is a problem at the Watershed
and the only way to control it is to close it at dark and have the
police check it out. He went on to say that if we do get lights at
the Watershed and a chance to hire a Recreation Director and he gets
some winter activities set up, then this is fine.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the hours at the Watershed be changed from sun up to dusk. Councilman Mann asked what the
hours are now. Councilman Casebolt replied that the hours are 6:00
a.m. until 9:00 p.m. He added that Mr. Deardorff was doing a fine
job, but he cannot control it after dark. He added that he talked
Recreation Committee, and right now under the circumstances with no
lights, the Committee recommends to close the park at dusk. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor .
Councilman Casebolt stated that as the Council knew, we order
six pedal boats from Game Time Inc. which did not arrive. He added
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that we have a letter from Mr. Playford of Game Time, Inc. In the
letter, Mr. Playford is quite frank in saying that the reason we
have not received the boats id ue to an unreliable supplier. The
letter points out that the supplier sent Game Time, Inc. boats that
were not up to standards and poorly constructed. Therefore,
rather than send us inferior products, Mr. Playford said that he
would send for new molds. When he received the boats, he will send
them to us. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if Game Time was the
only supplier for the boats. Councilman Casebolt replied that
for the type of boat they ordered, Game Time was the only supplier.
He explained it was the best price they could find on them. He
pointed out that we could get a cheaper boat, but it would not last
as long. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if Game Time was a
supplier. Councilman Casebolt pointed out that Game Time is a distributor. Mayor Gibson asked if the Council would like to let the
order stand, or does it want to advise Mr. Playford that we would like
someinformation on the new inventory when he receives it. He pointed
out that if Mr. Playford get the boats from a different supplier,
that it could be a different boat. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
how long the order had been in. Councilman Casebolt replied that
the boats were supposed to have been shipped on June 9, 1973.
Councilman Lilly pointed out that we do not need the boats now so
why not cancel the order. Mr. Kessinger explained that on the other
hand if we cancel the order we might not get nay boats by next spring.
Councilman Hill asked what Councilman Casebolt's recommendation
was. Councilman at Large Tidquist added why not have the new information on these boats sent to us when Game Time receives them.
Councilman Casebolt said that he recommended that the Mayor call
collect at 517-542-2345 and ask him to send us information on
these boats and if he can deliver them by the first of April, 1974.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that it took Mr. Playford a long
time to find out that he had an ureliable supplier. Mr. Kessinger
pointed out that we should ask for the boats to be delivered by
January so if we don't receive them, we can look some where else and
still get them in time to be put into use. Councilman Hill stated
that he thought this was a good recommendation. The Mayor added that
he thought we should ask him to keep us advised in writing. Councilman Casebolt further added that he agreed with Mr. Kessinger
that we should ask for the boats by"January, and then ask Mr. Playford to verify by letter that he will ship the boats to us. Mr.
Kessinger asked if there arenot other companies that furnish pedal
boats. Councilman Lilly stated that we took bids on this situation
and four or five bids were submitted from different concerns, but
each firm recommended a different type of boat. Councilman at
Large Tidquist added that it was awarded to Game Time because we
felt it offered the safest and best boats. Councilman Lilly went on
to say that they notified us that they closed down the plastic department because their personnel went on vacation, and it would be August
before we got the boats. Now, their letter says they we IE sent inferior products, and they won't send them to us. Councilman Casebolt
explained that the letter is from Game Time Inc. and the people
that we were dealing with at the time we purchased the boats was
Cunningham Distributors of Sporting Goods. He went on to say
that the man from Game Time Inc., Mr. Playford, the administrative
assistant, has sent a copy of the letter to Cunningham. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that Cunningham was, therefore,
the bidder. Mr. Kessinger asked where the man who wrote the'letter
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was from. Councilman Casebolt explained that he was the administrative manager of Game Time. Mr. Kessinger asked where Coonskin
purchased their boats. Councilman Casebolt added that Coonskin did
not have as good a boat as the ones we had on order. Councilman at
Large Priddy added that he had been in the boats at Coonskin, and
there was nothing unsafe about them. Councilman Hill explained that
he went up to look at them, and they are having a problem with the
steering apparatus of the boats. He added that they only keep one
or two boats going. Mr. Kessinger stated that we should get a
contract that they will be delivered by January; otherwise, he will
have to liquidated damages.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported that he had been contacted
by some of the business people about solicitation going on in our
City at different times by schools and organizations requesting
donations. He added that he would like to recommend that the members
of the Council study this situation. He went on to say that he knew
from experience that this gets to be a problem. Mr. Kessinger stated
that he had written an ordinance on solicitation that is used in
other cities along the lines of what Councilman at Large Tidquist
is speaking of. For example, you have to go to City Hall and obtain
permission to go to schools or whatever and solicit. He pointed
out that it is a check and balance form of government. Otherwise,
there is a penalty of $50 if caught soliciting without a permit.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if this pertained to all organizations. Mr. Kessinger added that in most cities they have solicitation
permits that must be obtained from every organization from the Lions
Club to a small child soliciting for a program. He added that it
takes only a few minutes to go to City Hall and obtain a permit.
He further added that City Hall has a way of channeling or fundling
these things out. He stated that it costs about $1 or 50 cents
to get a permit. He fu±ther stated that different cities have
a different fee.
Councilman Lilly stated that'in getting back to the Mayor's
previous remarks regarding our Nitro Community School, numerous of
us last year met and attended some classes and actually participated
in some of the situations they had involved. He further stated that
at that time, the Council favored and supported our Community Schools
throughout the remaining of last year. He added that now he understands that this year they have a new director, and Councilman Lilly
has been in liasion with him. He went on to say that they can conduct
their program; and they need to know where the money is coming from
before they can actually get the show on the road, so to speak.
Councilman Lilly stated that they ask if the City would support the
Community School during the next year in the amount of $2,000.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if they had reduced the number
of sessions. Councilman Lilly replied that they had reduced the
number of sessions from six which they had last year to four this
year. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that he understood that
they are increasing their fees. Councilman Lilly added that this was
correct. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the City had the
money.
Councilman Lilly answered that we will be giving them $500
each session. He went on to say that if they are going to have
something like this, they ought to look into the feasibility of
encompassing it with our educational and recreational situation.
He went on to say that by the same token, he felt that the City
had more or less obligated itself to the Community School by
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supporting them last year with the understanding that we would
basically assist them this year. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
if we had figured on this when we set up our budget for recreation.
Councilman Lilly answered that we were thinking in terms of $3,000.
Mr. Kessinger asked what their big expense was. Councilman Lilly
answered that salaries was their largest expense. Mr. Kessinger
asked if they could not find people to donate their time to such a „„**'
worthy cause. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that they have
cut some things out that were causing them a burden. He also statejf
that if you have not been there, you should go over and see the
recreational portion. He added that there are young children over
there participating in all different phases of it. Councilman at
Large Priddystated that he understood that this area does not
qualify for any federal monies whatsoever. He went on to say that
since it is a good part of our recreation, especially in the winter time,
if it is provided for in the budget and money is available, he felt
we were obligated to it. Councilman Lilly made a motion that we
go ahead and initiate the first $500 payment for the first session.
He added that we can" handle each of the four sessions as a separate
entry as itself. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motionAll Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Hill reported that on 7th Street and Second Avenue
going onto First Avenue, there"is a stop sign beside a telephone
pole and cars park there. He added that these people are pulling
up to the stop sign and having problems seeing the on-coming
traffic traveling up First Avenue. He explained that a car will
pull up to the painted line at the stop sign, and he will ease out
gradually until he is in the line of traffic causing problems.
He added that he would like to recommend that Gene Williams check
this out and move the sign three to five feet toward First Avenue.
He added that he thought this would eliminate the problem. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked Councilman Hill if he wanted the sign
out toward First Avenue. Councilman Hill replied that we will
be moving it southwest. He further added that the driver will then
be out far enough so that he can see both ways and will stop at
the yellow mark and stop sign. He pointed out that as it is now
they are easing out and causing congestion. Councilman Hill also
added that you can pull out and give a left-hand signal, and someone
will pull out around you because he does not want to wait. Mayor
Gibson added that would have the Police Department check it out
thoroughly. Councilman Hill added that this would be fine.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that you must remember
that this is a universal problem throughout all of our streets in
this area because our stop signs are back behind sidewalks in a
great number of cases. He went on to say that they do not bring
the signs on out onto the streets because it is going onto First
Avenue. He gave examples like 21st Street, 19th Street, 23rd Street,
and 24th Street, the signs are back behind the sidewalk, and you
have to ease your car out on all of these streets there. Councilman at Large Priddy further added that you do not necessarily have
to stop at the sign, just for the intersection. Councilman Lilly
stated that if the sign says "Stop", it means for you to stop.
He went on to say that if this is the case, it looks as if you
need yield signs instead of stop signs. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that on 21st Street they have crosswalks, and if they
want to get you by the law, you have to stop before you get to the
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crosswalk. He went on to say that you have to ease your car on
out, and when you do this, you block Bank Street. Councilman Hill
added that on 21st Street east going up to the Watershed, we have
a narrow Street. He added that the street was wide on 21st Street,
and when the fill was put in, the road was moved. He further added
that the people coming out of here traveling west onto 21st Street
almost hit head on because it is too narrow. He added that he knew
this was a state highway. He went on to say that he would like to
recommend that we check into this and see if we cannot widen the apron
going out of there east so that two cars can pass there. Councilman
Casebolt asked if this area was at the curve at 21st Street. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen explained that it was at the end of 21st
Street where the curve comes around to the Watershed. Mr. Kessinger
explained that anything done ther£ of course, would have to be
done in conjunction with the State Department of Highways.
Councilman Mann added that he would like to comment on the curb
painting on 21st Street. He further added that it has been very
effective, and the students are observing the signs by not blocking
driveways. He then stated that during his telephone calls on Dr.
Allen's survey, three or four poeple objected to the way the students
flood across 21st Street to Kroger's and they thought it might be
good to have a crosswalk. He pointed out that if the students'
observance of the curb paint is any indications, the students may
also pay attention to the crosswalk. Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that he noticed that in Bluefield, there are signs at
crosswalks; and the traffic yields to pedistrians at these crosswalks. Mr. Kessinger added that there is always a problem with
students when school lets out. They always go berserk the first
ten minutes. Councilman at Large Priddy added that it is pretty
constant at noon. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that you have
one and a half hours that you have a terrific traffic flow of
pedistrians, and it is something to think about. Councilman at
Large Priddy added that it would not be too much of a project to put
a crosswalk there. Councilman Lilly added that it is certainly very
effective in Bluefield. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that he
did not know where would be the most effective place to put it.
He added that there is one on 21st Street. Councilman at Large Priddy
added that you could put one at the center entrance of the school
across to the parking lot at Kroger's. Councilman Hill stated that
you have a parking lot entrance and a post office entrance. He asked
if we were going to put a crosswalk driectly across from the school
right onto their parking lot. He added that you also have to think
about the Post Office entrance. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added
that it was something to think about and to let him observe it. He
then added that he would check to see which would be the best place
to put a crosswalk. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that the
students come out in an angle toward The Corner, to the Post Office,
and also toward Kroger's. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that
he got a letter from the Planning Commission of Kanawha County.
It stated that in the next 15 years we are going to have an additonal
32,000 cars in Kanawha County, but the population is only going to"
increase by 11,000 people.
Councilman Hill made a motion to adjourn the Council Meeting.
Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
(over)

Mayor

^
Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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October 2, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers, October 2, 1973. Those present were: Thomas Melton,
City Recorder; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy; Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist; Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Thomas Lilly, and James Kessinger, the City Attorney. Mayor
William D. Gibson," Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and Councilman
Vernon Casebolt were absent. The City Recorder, Thomas Melton, presided as Mayor.
The meeting was called to order by Thomas Melton.
Byers gave the invocation.

Reverend

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a
motion that the minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of
the Finance Committee,stated that the cash balance at the end of
August was $12,085.71. The receipts for the month were $43,394.87.
The total amount is $65,238.34. The deposits for the month were $53,
152.63, which leaves a balance effective October 1, 1973 of $21,843.47.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee, reported
on the truck for the Street Superintendent. He explained that we had
received five bids on a 3/4 ton truck. He added that the Street Committee reviewed the five bids taking the two lowest and checking the specifications on each item. He further added that the Street Committee
considered the lowest bidder to be C & 0 Motors, Inc. of St. Albans.
Councilman Lilly went on to say that this was in the form of a motion
from the Street Committee. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the
motion. Councilman Lilly added that the cost of the truck as quoted
on the bid was $3,021.53. Mr. Melton asked if there were any further
questions - All Council voted in favor of accepting the bid"from C & 0
Motors, Inc.
Councilman Dewey Mann reported on the numbering of the streets.
He added that he had checked with the Mayor before on this matter, and
there is not an ordinance on how streets should be numbered. He explained that there is a question on North Washington Avenue where a
new house has been constructed, and the residents demand the same
street number as someone else. Councilman Mann added that he talked
to the Postmaster and the Postmaster said that in the past he had
always worked it out with the City. Councilman Mann further added
that he thought this could be done in this case also. However, Councilman Mann went on to say he was curious to know if this could present
a problem in the future or if it should require Council action.
He asked if the Council had the authority to authorize street numbering.
Mr. Kessinger, the City Attorney, reported that there is no ordinance
on street numbering to his knowledge. He added that he does not recall
a request for an ordinance on this. Councilman Mann explained that
he did not mean that he wanted to know if there was an ordinance on
this but whether or not the vote of the Council would cover the current
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situation. Mr. Kessinger stated that last time the Postmaster worked
out the situation, so why not let him handle it. He felt that this
was the solution to the problem. Councilman Mann asked what if there
was an objection on one party or the other which is so in this case.
Councilman at Large Priddy added that there are probably two or three
areas in town where the same problem exists in which one person owns
more than one lot. He added that only one lot is numbered as far as
street numbering is concerned. He felt that the only solution would
be to number each individual lot. Councilman Mann added that the Postmaster said that the City had the right to number the lots. Mr.
Kessinger concluded that the City has not done so in the past. He
went on to say that the Postmaster generally handles the problem;
and he felt that before the Council takes any action, we try to exhaust
any remedy the Postmaster may have. Councilman at Large Priddy stated
that we should set up a pattern so that when the problem arises in
the future, we will have an answer for the concerned parties. Mr.
Kessinger added that it is a practical matter and that we should leave
it up to the Postmaster as long as possible. He further added that
these are isolated cases and very rare ones. Mr. Kessinger went on
to say that as a general rule, the Postmaster has solved it.
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Councilman at Large Priddy stated that the Post Office and Fire
Department are the ones primarily involved in this. He added that the
Fire Department just checked out an area in the east end that had
been renumbered so that they (the Fire Department) would know where
to respond to a call.
Councilman Mann also reported on a speed limit sign on Easter
Road. He added that in the last Council Meeting he mentioned consulting the Chief of Police in order that he might designate a speed
limit. Councilman Mann reported that the Chief recommended a 15
mile per hour speed limit sign and also a sign saying, "Slow Children
Playing." Councilman Mann added that the minutes do not reflect in
such a manner that the Chief can do this. Councilman at Large Priddy
added that it would still take an ordinance to change the speed
limit since it is currently 25 miles per hour. Mr. Kessinger asked
how Easter Road could have a 25 miles per hour speed limit. Councilman at Large Priddy answered that there is no sign posted; but in
the absence of any sign, the speed limit is automatically 25 miles
per hour. Thomas Melton asked if the Council did not vote to change
the speed limit on Third Avenue and Kanawha Avenue and could not
the Council vote on the speed limit on Easter Road also. Mr. Kessinger
added that this was correct. Councilman Mann made a motion that a
sign be put on Easter Road designating a 15 mile per hour speed
limit and also a sign to the effect, "Slow Children Playing."
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if the people in this area
were agreeable with this. Gene Williams, the Street Superintendent,
added that this was the recommendation of the Police Chief. Councilman Mann added that he had made several calls and that the people
in this area want the speed limit reduced. Councilman at Large
Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Lilly asked what night that Nitro would celebrate
Halloween. Thomas Melton stated that he had talked to the Police
Chief the day of the Council Meeting. He added that the Police
Chief was going to call St. Albans, Dunbar, and the surrounding
cities to find out what night they have decided to celebrate Halloween since we usually try to celebrate it on one night. However,
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these cities will not be deciding until their next Council Meeting.
Mr. Melton added that the Chief of Police suggested that we wait and
see which night they decide upon and then put it in the paper.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported that on Second Avenue we
are supposed to get repair work done on the sidewalk. He added that
he understood that the City had talked to a man about getting the
work done but the work is not being performed. Councilman at Large
Tidquist added that the weather will soon be getting bad and that
he would like for someone to contact the man tomorrow and get him on
it. Mr. Melton added that he would talk with the Mayor and see if
he can get something done.
Councilman Hill made a motion that the Council Meeting be adjourned,
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.

(Mayor)
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(Recorder)
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October 16, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers October 16, 1973. Those present were William D. Gibson,
Mayor; Thomas Melton, Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen;
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy;
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Thomas
Lilly. Councilman Paul Hill and the City Attorney, James E. Kessinger
were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a
motion that the minutes of the last Council Meeting be approved.
Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to thank the City Recorder
for presiding as Mayor during his twenty-three days in the hospital.
He added that he would also like to thank all the Councilmen for
assisting the City Recorder during this period of time. City Recorder,
Thomas Melton, added that all the Councilmen worked very closely with
him in the absence of Mayor Gibson.
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APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas
Lilly"Chairman of the Finance Committee asked the Councilmen if they
had any questions on any portion of the financial statement. Councilman at Large Priddy had a question concerning the City's saving
certificates. Councilman at Large Priddy asked whether or not the City
was receiving interest on the $10,000 Saving Certificate and the
$14,000 Storm "Sewer Escrow Account. City Recorder, Thomas Melton,
stated that the City is receiving interest on the $10,000 Saving
Certificate, but the $14,000 Escrow Account is in a checking account.
He added that he was not certain as to whether this could be transferred
to a savings account. Councilman Lilly added that we would have to
check the agreement with Estil Greenlee. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen added that since it is an agreement between Estil Greenlee and
Brookhaven, we are only a third party. Mayor Gibson added that he would
like to have this verified. Councilman at Large Priddy further added
that this is alot of money lying around that could be drawing interest.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen went on to say that this matter was
brought up once before. Councilman Lilly reported that at the time
it was brought up, we could not ascertain if whether it was put
in a savings account that we would get the interest on it. He went
on to say that he would check into the matter and make a report
at the next Council Meeting. Councilman Lilly added that he was out of
town last week but he and the City Recorder spent the larger portion
of today going over the budget. He added that if there were any
questions, he would try to answer them.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion that the
September Financial Statement be approved. Councilman Casebolt seconded
the motion - All Council voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson reported that he had been in touch with the Chief
of Police, Dana Johnston, and Chief Johnston reports that St. Albans
will be celebrating Halloween on October 30, 1973. Mayor Gibson
added that it is the feeling of the Chief that we should try to
plan to celebrate Halloween in Nitro on the same night as St.
Albans, unless the Council has other ideas. Mayor Gibson went on
to say that St. Albans had scheduled Halloween for October 31,
but they moved it to October 30 because'some families wanted to
attend church on October 31 which falls on a Wednesday. He added
that October 30 is on a Tuesday. He went on to say that Chief
Johnston suggested the hours should be from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
or 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. or some such time.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist added that" Halloween was celebrated
last year at an early hour, and the citizens did not like it because
it did not give them time to get horn from work and get the evening
meal finished. He went on to say that maybe the hours could be from
7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. He added that these were just a few comments
fhat he had heard. Mayor Gibson added that he felt 7:00 was too late.
He suggested comprimising and beginning at 6:30 p.m. He further
added that the smaller children may have to get home early. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that the children will go trick-ortreating when they get ready anyway.
Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that the hours for Halloween be set from 6:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 30, 1973.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson reported that he had a letter from the West
Virginia Department of Highways wherein they state that they have
been instructed by Mr. W. S. Ritchie, the Commissioner of the
Department of Highways, to run a traffic signal evaluation study
at W. Va. Route 25 and 40th Street intersection and W. Va. Route 25
and 21st Street intersection. The Mayor added that he had been
led to believe that the Department of Highways had already made ,a
traffic count at these two intersections. The Mayor went on to say
that before he elaborates on the subject, he would like to verify
exactly as to what the letter means as opposed to what he has been
told in the past. He explained that it does appear that they are
going to try to move forward in some type of an evaluation study.
Councilman at Large Tidquist added that there was an announcement
in the evening paper of October 16 to this effect also. Mayor Gibson
went on to say that hopefully we will get some results soon because
h"e considered this to be a very serious matter.
Mayor Gibson further reported that on the day of the Council
Meeting, the Nitro Sanitary Board met for approximately 4% hours in
an effort to get a finished product on the agreement between all
parties involved in our efforts to get the sewer lines laid in the
Riverdell Acres area and the 40th Street Road area. In addition,
the Board has been negiotating with the Rock Branch Public Service
Commission to see if is possible or if it would be good business
on our part to allow them to share with Nitro in the use of our
sewer treatment plant. He explained that he just wanted to report
that they did have quite a lengthy Sanitary Board Meeting today
and that it is possible that in the near future, we will provide
a contract for your review.
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Councilman Mann reported that Councilman Lilly had suggested having
a party at Halloween and the tabs would be picked up by the Insurance
Company. Councilman Lilly added that the Lions Club is sponsoring
this party and the insurance company will be working with them.
Councilman Casebolt reported that he would like to have th e
permission of the Council to advertise for bids for an emergency vehicle
for the Fire Department and passed out specifications. Councilman
Casebolt added that these specifications were drawn up by the Fire
Department and Fire Chief as to what they desire. He went on to say
that he would like to have permission to advertise for bids on this.
He explained that there will be one item added on to the specifications;
that is, the delivery date. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked if
this vehicles was similar to the vehicles the County is buying for some
of its employees. Councilman Casebolt added that it was not. Councilman
at Large Priddy explained that if it was, he thought that the City
may be able to get a better buy. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked
if Councilman Casebolt had a general idea of what this emergency
vehicles would cost. Councilman Casebolt reported that he did not.
Councilman at Large Tidlquist asked if this was a standard vehicle.
Councilman Casebolt added that it is not. Councilman Casebolt added
that it may be a standard chase, b u t the body would have to be
made special. Councilman Lilly added that, therefore, the second page
of specifications is just for the chase" itself.
Councilman Casebolt
replied that this is correct. He further explained that the first page
of the specifications is for the body. Councilman Lilly reported that
he thought that there were two businesses or more that will build
bodies that will fit on these types of chassis, but you need a certain
type of chase for the body to fit on. Councilman Lilly added that the
Fire Department is asking for a specific type of chase which would
be one bid in itself. He added that in cost, you are talking about
approximately $4,000-$5,000 for this chase. He further added that
for the body, you are talking in terms of approximately $3,000.
Therefore, the entire sum would be anywhere from $7,000 to $9,000.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen was concerned with the engine size.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would have to talk to the Fire
Chief about the engine size. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked
for what purposes the emergency equipment would be used. Councilman
Casebolt explained that the emergency wagon we now have is not in
good condition to be used. He went on to say that the new equipment
will be for the Fire Department's protection and other emergencies
that they are involved in. Councilman Mann asked if this would be
the emergency vehicles that the boat is carried on. Councilman
Casebolt added that the boat would be carried on this emergency
vehicle if it is needed. There is a rack on the vehicles for this
purpose. Councilman Mann asked if this vehicle would also be equipped
with oxygen. Councilman Casebolt answered that it would. He added
that this vehicles would be theone that they would use if there was
a fire; and if someone was hurt, they would have the equipment at
the scene to take care of the inured person as well as the equipment
for rescue work. Councilman Lilly reported that the Fire Department
presently has a small 1950 or 1951 Ford, and it is top heavy when
they load the equipment. City Recorder, Thomas Melton, added that
when there is a fire and the Department needs more personnel but not
another fire truck, they also take this Ford. He added that this
is what the volunteers usually go out in. Councilman Casebolt added
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that he supposed that this tailboard on the specifications would
be to haul more volunteers. Thomas Melton added that in this way
the volunteers can go out on this vehicle and leave the other fire
truck here if they just need more personnel and not another fire
truck. Councilman Lilly pointed out that a City's fire insurance
rating depends on the number of men you can get to a fire. He
added that we depend to a great extent on volunteer firemen.
Councilman Lilly added that this is another purpose for the
emergency vehicles: to get alot of personnel to a particular fire.
He further added that all this depends on the fire rating a City
can ascertain. Thomas Melton added that sometimes a few of the men
take their own car. Councilman Lilly explained that they have a
regular vehicles you can buy completely equipped. He further added
that you are talking in terms of $18,000-$25,000. He added that
these vehicles are primarily the type that would be used for a remote
area basically where you could use them as a substitute for an
ambulance to transport people to the hospital and have emergency
equipment on the inside also. He explained that, however, we
are noit in this type of business, and the body specifications of
this vehicles for the Fire Department is designed just for the type
of equipment that we would want to carry to the types of fires that
we are confronted with, both chemical and electrical. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen asked if the Fire Department wanted provisions in
the specifications for a radio communication service. Councilman
Lilly adaedT that the emergency vehicle will need a radio; but we have
found in the past that if you try to order the vehicles with a
radio, they add another $1,000 or $1,200 on the price. Councilman
Casebolt added that the Fire Chief stated that he would rather
install the radio after we have bought the vehicle.
Councilman
Casebolt went on to say that he thought the vehicle would need
a 300 cubic inch engine, but he would have to check this out with
the Fire Chief. Councilman Mann made a motion that steps be taken to
advertise for bids on an emergency vehicle for the Fire Department.
Councilman Lilly seconded the motion.
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Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if the money to pay for this
vehicle would come out of Revenue Sharing. Councilman Casebolt
replief that it would. Councilman At Large Dr. Allen stated that
he remembered reading that from now on fire trucks have to be a
certain color. He asked what color this vehicle would be. , Councilman'Casebolt added that this vehicle would be yellow or the
paint color would be Dupont 5248. Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked why they had to be yellow. Mayor Gibson added that this is so
the trucks can be seen more clearly at night - All Council voted
in favor of advertising for bids for an emergency vehicle for the
Fire Department.
Councilman Casebolt reported that the Recreation Department
has received 17 applications for the position of Recreation
Director. He added that 9 of these applicants have degrees
in recreation and some have masters degrees. Councilman Casebolt
added that he would like Council's approval for a street dance
to be held on Friday night, October 26, 1973 from 6:30 p.m. until
9": 00 p.m. on 21st Street between First and SEcond Avenue. Councilman at Large Priddy asked why not have the street dance on
Halloween. Councilman Casebolt explained that this is a Halloween
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dance on October 26, 1973. Mayor Gibson asked if it would be better
to have the dance on 21st Street or on the basketball court at
the City Park. Councilman Casebolt added that the Lions Club is
sponsoring this dance and have requested that it be held on 21st Street.
Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he thought they were going
"to have it in conjunction with Halloween.
Councilman Casebolt
added that it is, but the Lion's Club has requested that it not be
held on the same night as trick-or-treat. He added that they have
it set up to where they are giving away gifts for costumes. He
added that they will also makes calls to homes; and if you are home
at the time they call, you will win a nice gift. He added that this
is the day that the Lion's Club wants it. Councilman Mann asked
if this took the place of tfick-or-treat. Councilman Casebolt
added that it did not. He went on to say that the Lion's Club
does not want it on the same night as Halloween because the small
children want to trick-or-treat. Councilman Mann added that
the way Councilman Casebolt explained the dance was to more
or less keep down vandalism on Halloween night. He added that
having it on another night would not necessarily do this. Councilman
Casebolt added that it would help to keep down some vandalism.
Councilman Lilly informed the Council that there is another City
that have about four or five different costume events lined up
during this time. He added that they want to have the same thing in
the first part of November and dress up again representing the
period of the first Thanksgiving.
He added that they are doing this
because the children like to dress up. He pointed out that the
City is doing the same thing primarily but it will be extended
into the month of November. Councilman Tidquist added that this
street dance would not necessarily be a dress-up event, just a
dance. Councilman Casebolt added that this is correct, but
prizes will be given for the costumes if you want to dress up.
However, it is not necessary. He went on to say that the band has
been hired and the Lions's Club just has to verify the date.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that in other words, the band
will alter nights. Councilman Casebolt added that the band will
alter nights; but the Lion's Club does not want the street dance
on the same night as trick-or-treat. He went on to say that trickor-treat is on a Tuesday night. He further explained that the Lion's
Club had considered having the dance on Monday night before trickor-treat, but this would cause two events taking place on school
nights. Therefore they felt it would be better to have the street
dance on Friday night. Mayor Gibson asked about the time of the
street dance. Councilman Casebolt replied that it would be held
from 6:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.; the same hours as trick-or-treat.
Mayor Gibson asked if there were any businesses open at this hour
on 21st Street. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen answered that the
theater is open and Councilman at Large Keith Priddy added that
Western Auto might also be open. Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked if we would have to have the entire street blocked off for
this dance. Councilman Casebolt added that he did not think'SO.
Councilman Mann asked why the Lion's Club did not want to have
the dance in conjunction with Halloween.
Councilman Casebolt
explained that they are putting out money for a band and you
would have trick-or-treaters scattered all over town instead of
at the street dance. Councilman at Large Tidquist further explained
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that people would have to stay at home to greet trick-or-treaters
and could not go to the street dance.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council approve
the date, October 26, 1973, for the street dance. Councilman
Mann seconded the motion - All Council voted'in favor.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council Meeting
be adjourned. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
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November 6, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers, November 6, 1973. Those present were: William D.
Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R.
V. Allen; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy; Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist; Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, and Councilman Thomas Lilly. The City Attorney, James
Kessinger, was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
Reverend Arbogast gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a
motion that the Council Meeting minutes of October 16, 1973 be approved.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in
favor.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, reported that on September 30, 1973,
the bank balance was $10,526.65. The receipts for the month of October
were $62,035.07 making a total of $72,561.72. The disbursements for
October amounted to $54,105.53. On November 1, 1973, the City had a
bank balance of $18,456.19.

I

I

Councilman Lilly also reported on the Brookhaven Escrow Storm Sewer
Account. He added that he read the agreement between the City of
Nitro, Brookhaven, and the realtors of the construction. He further
added that the City is acting in a fiduciary capacity. He went on to
say that every time there is a new home built in this particular area
or project, they are to put $1,000 in the Escrow Account to enlarge
the storm sewers in that area. Councilman Lilly added that he would
like to make a recommendation that if this money is currently in a
checking account that we transfer it into a savings account. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson reported that we had Mr. Dixie Shreve, the District
Conservationist for the U. S. Department of Agriculture, with us
who has requested to explain in more detail the letter we received in
the mail from the Soil Conservation District. Mr."Shreve passed out
a copy of an application submitted approximately four years ago as a
Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D) project involving a
five county area. He added that the RC & D Project is a function of
the U. S. Department of Agriculture; that is, it provides the organization and leadership for the Project. He added that it is a citizenrytype organization also. The steering committee as set up under the
five counties includes a member from each county court, a member from
each Soil Conservation District, and a member representing cities from
each of the five counties. Since the new regional concept has just
come about, it is still in an application stage. The steering committee
is proposing to readjust their boundaries with Jackson County north
to the Little Kanawha RC & D Project which is a funded and going project.
_It includes the Great Kanawha looking to the southwesj: and picking up
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the region around Cabell down to Wayne and Logan Counties and also
extending up the Elk River and picking up Clay County. It would
be co-terminates with the two regions; Region II and Region III.
This is, in essence, the organization structure and the reason
for the letter and his presence at the Council Meeting. He
added that in the original application, the City of Nitro had a
letter of endorsement and was one of the signators; and it is
only proper that the Council consider it in the revised or
amended application that is being submitted at this time. He
added that if the Council favorably considers it and is interested
in it as a project, then he has a resolution stating the Council
supports it and authorizes the Mayor to sign the application.
Mayor Gibson asked which application he was speaking of. Mr.
Shreve answered that it is the original application dated August
25, 1969. He added that in the meantime this requires Congressional action for funding and getting the project going. He
added that there are four funded projects in W. Va., and this is
the reason that it has been held up. He went on to say that this
past Congress increased the stars from fifteen to twenty-five and
added that the members of the steering committee hope that this
year is a great Kanawha RC & D year. Mr. Shreve made mention of
some of the things the steering committee has been doing in the
meantime. One of their biggest projects is river-bank erosion
on both the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers. They have joined hands with
the Little Kanawha RC & D around Parkersburg. It is also before
the Senate to authorize the Core to make special studies and hopefully some repair work on river-bank erosion. He pointed out that
it is becoming a very serious problem. Another project they have
been working on is wood utilization. Mr. Shreve informed Council
that they had a special committee chaired by Mr. Jack Kelly and
it has a consulting forester in Boone County. He went on to say
that Mr. Kelly has an organization particularly on fire prevention
and is moving into the wood utilization part of the forestry. Mr.
Shreve added that these are just two examples of the way in which
it is organized into a Committee of Codes, lay and volunteer
people in identifying the problems and seeking the answers. He
went on to say that the reason for going into the new regional
concept is that this is seen as the input on the resource end
under the Regional Intergovernmental Council and similar organizations in the Huntington region. He pointed out that this organization can supply the inventories and help the Councils to work
out some of the problems involving resources.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen inquired about the waste disposal and recreation aspect. Mr. Shreve explained that in the
original application, they submitted a proposal of thirteen resource committees. He added that this is an open-ended type of
thing; and they have already combined these into six committees.
One example is the joint committee on agriculture and forestry.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that there are alot of people
interested in this sewage disposal like the Water Resources and
the Natural Resources Department. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked if they were lapping over in these fields. Mr. Shreve replied that they did not intend to duplicate any work. Councilman Mann asked how many people were involved in these projects
or how many people were employed. Mr. Shreve replied that there
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were not any right now because it is a non-funded project. Councilman Mann asked how many it anticipated to employee. Mr. Shreve
explained that there is now a full-time director or coordinator
and a secretary. Councilman Mann added that it would need more
than these two if it is funded. Mr. Shreve pointed out that this
is not necessarily so because this is the whole idea; that is,
to use lay people and with going organizations. He further added
that this is why they do not perceive any over-lapping of work.
Councilman Mann added that it is just to motivate those that are
already doing this work. Mr. Shreve went on to say that this is
correct; and in addition, there are certain funds that become available in funded projects for critical areas such as stabilization
for some types of drainage work and some flood prevention and water
supply areas.
Mayor Gibson added that he had received a letter having to
do with something similar to this. Someone in Jackson County or
around Ravenswood was withdrawing from one association and entering
into another one. Then he had later.: learned that they had reversed
their decision. Mr. Shreve explained that Jackson County has withdrawn from the Great Kanawha RC & D and have joined the Little
Kanawha RC & D, which was to Jackson County's advantage because it
is already a funded project there. He added that the basis for them
doing this and the reason for the Little Kanawha asking them in was
the new regional concept. It was a loss when the Great Kanawha RC
& D lost Jackson County because it had good leadership. He added
that, on the other hand, since the Great Kanawha RC & D is picking
up the area from Cabell County to Logan County, he is sure there
will be able leadership come out of that area also. Mayor Gibson
asked how many districts were in the State. Mr. Shreve replied that
there were four funded RC & D projects in West Virginia:
(1) Princeton overlapping three counties in Virginia and
two in West Virginia
(2) Eight counties in the Eastern Panhandle
(3) Five counties in the Little Kanawha
(4) Twelve counties in the Central part of the State.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that, in other words, Mr.
Shreve was asking the Council about changing the boundaries. Mr.
Shreve replied that this is correct. The original applications is
still effective and the steering committee is revising the boundaries.
Therefore, they have to submit an amendment; and to do so, they are
asking the Council to consider signing the necessary form and letter
again which is attached to the amendment since Nitro was an original
signator to the original application. Mayor Gibson asked if he
intended to do likewise to Point Pleasant, Hurricane, and Whitesville,
Mr. Shreve replied that this is true. Each of the ten county courts
will be considering the amended application in addition to each of
the four Soil Conservation Districts that are involved. Councilman
at Large Priddy asked if this changed the obligations or objectives

in the applications or just the boundaries. Mr. Shreve added
that it just changed the boundaries. Mayor Gibson asked what disadvantage, if any, would it be to Nitro. Mr. Shreve replied that
he could see no disadvantages. Mayor Gibson then inquired as to
the advantages. Mr. Shreve replied that the advantages to being
in a funded project area are to help to identify some of the
resource-type of problems we have and to have an organized approach
with the possibility of funding for some of them. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen inquired if the application asked for money. Mr.
Shreve replied that it did not ask for money and the only way that
it would involve money would be that if it is funded and is some
particular project in a particular area that the City is interested
in and applied for funds to this program. Then it would be involving costs. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if there would
be a yearly dues. Mr. Shreve replied that so far they have only
asked for postage fees. Up until now, the Kanawha County Court
has been supplying the postage fees, however, and we have not had
to ask the original sponsors for even postage fees.
Mayor Gibson added that, therefore, the purpose of this is
to work on projects that Mr. Shreve mentioned before. Councilman
at Large Priddy explained that these are listed on Page 26 of the
application. Mr. Shreve stressed that it was an open-ended project. The application lists areas where work might be done. If
the steering committee sees some area that should be investiaged,
they can do so. Mr. Shreve gave an example of the Mountain Dominion
RC & D in Summers County where an industrial park had been
developed along with a building used for several different organizations. This area had a severe flood problem and it was obvious
that it should not have been built there in the first place.
However, it was built there and had a big investment in it. They
were able to get engineering help through the RC & D along with
financial help in designing a dyke around the building to alleviate
the flooding problem, thereby getting the industry back into it.
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Mayor Gibson asked if anything Mr. Shreve wanted him to sign
would be presented to him in a draft form. Mr. Shreve replied that
he already had a numbered page attached to the amendment and it
would be just a signator's sheet attached to the amendment. Mr.
Shreve explained that what he needed was a resolution by the Council
that they would endorse the amendment to the Great Kanawha Resource
Conservation and Development project and authorizing the Mayor to
sign the amendment and signing the attached sheet. Councilman at
Large Priddy added that since there was no basic change other
than the boundaries and that it is just a continuation of the basic
format, he made a motion that the Council accept the amendment and
do so by resolution. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the
motion - All Council voted in favor of a resolution supporting
the amendment and authorized the Mayor to sign it. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen asked that Mr. Shreve keep the Council informed.
Mayor Gibson reported that he had a letter dated October 23,
1973, from the Charleston Chapter of the Muscular Dystrophy
Association of America, Inc. He explained that the letter stated
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that the Association planned to hold their annual fund-raising campaign during the period of November 15 to December 15, 1973. The
letter went on to say that the house-to-house march is planned
for December 2. This will take place in the form of canisters being
placed in business establishments during the entire period of their
campaign and in the form of a house-to-house march by adult volunteer
workers. The letter, in short, asked for permission to solicit
for funds in the City. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
that permission be granted. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson reported that the Chief of Police, Dana Johnston,
and he had attend a meeting on Monday, November 5, 1973, of the Nitro's
Business and Professional Association which has been recently organized.
He added that they intended to have a large Christmas parade with
several bands, queens, and a Santa Clause. He further stressed the
fact that Santa would be traveling around town quite a bit. He went
on to say that it appears that the Nitro Business and Professional
Association is getting off to a great start. He further added that
they had quite a membership already and a lot of activities planned.
He encouraged the various Councilman to assist in their endeavors
in every possible.
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At this point, Mayor Gibson passed out to the Councilmen a
diagram and some remarks in regard to something he feels will be
very worthwhile to Nitro as a whole. He added that he would like
to put a door in the rear corner toward Second Avenue of the Council
chambers into a small portion of the storage room converting a
window in the storage room into a door out onto a landing, and extending a walk-way down to the main sidewalk. By doing so, when
the public wants to come in to Police Court, Council Meetings,
the Nitro's Business and Professional Association or any other civicminded group wanted to use the room for their meetings, the main door
into the office could be locked and the Council or Court room would
be accessible through this new entrance which would face Second Avenue.
He further added that he would put his request into the Building
and Planning Committee. The Mayor gave indications that money
should be available for this improvement. Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked if there was supposed to be a wall in the storage room,
thereby making a sort of vestibule or mud room separating it from
the storage room. Mayor Gibson added that this is correct. The
Mayor went on to say that you would come up the walk-way onto the
patio, through a door, and into a small area. He explained that the
reason he proposed it in this fashion was that if you just made a
door directly outside without making a small room, during the winter
there would be alot of cold air coming directly in and during the
summer, alot of unnecessary warm air could come in. He added that
if we go this route, there will be some dead space and if necessary,
we could run a duct into this area.
Councilman Lilly reported that he would like to request that
the City Recorder be made a member of the Finance Committee. He
explained that when the Committee has meetings, there are numerous
records that they need and can only be supplied by the Recorder.
Mayor Gibson said "Amen" to this and added that he thought it would
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help the total operation of the City. The Mayor added that as it
is now there is a lot of duplication and a great portion of the time,
the left hand does not know what the right hand is doing.
Councilman Lilly added that as chairman of the Finance
Committee, he would like to call a meeting for Tuesday, November
13, 1973, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers for all members of
the Finance Committee including the City Recorder. Mayor Gibson
added that he had been doing a lot of thinking concerning the various
committees and he has decided it necessary to do some revamping
and streamlining in several of them. He further added that as
we move along, I need to make minor and, in some cases, major changes.
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Councilman Lilly brought up the subject of an answer that
had been given to a question that appeared in the afternoon edition
of the Charleston Daily Mail HOt Line column regarding the harrassment by the Police Deparmment to a place of business located on
Main Street that was open until 2:00 a.m. Mayor Gibson asked who
was supposed to have answered the question. Councilman at Large
Priddy replied that supposedly the Mayor answered the questions.
Mayor Gibson replied that he had not had the opportunity to read
the afternoon paper. He added that this was completely news to
him and he had not been contacted by anyone from Hot Line in regard
to this question. The Mayor further informed Council that until
he had an opportunity to obtain the facts on the matter, he would
have to deny it.
Councilman Lilly further reported that when we talked over
the Watershed, the County Court was supposed to go through everyone and get back to us concerning conveyance of the property of
the Watershed. Mayor Gibson explained that he had heard nothing
more about the matter and that Mr. Lilly had attended the same
meeting that Mr. Kessinger, Mr. Burns, and he had attended at
the Kanawha County Court House with the County Commissioners. Mr.
Lilly pointed out that they were getting on it right then and should
have had it done three months ago.
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Councilman Lilly also added that our City ordinances were
supposed to have been completed one month ago by our City Attorney.
He further added that as of right now he has the feeling that
someone is dragging their feet on our ordinance situation. Mayor
Gibson added that he had an ordi'aace meeting written on his notes
to be discussed after the meeting, and he was glad that Councilman
Lilly brought up the subject. The Mayor agreed that they needed
to get the ordinances in working order and put them into use. At
the request of the Mayor, an Ordinance Meeting was, therefore,
scheduled for Tuesday, November 13, 1973, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers.
Councilman Paul Hill inquired about the survey on fire hydrants
throughout the City and was curious to know if the Mayor had heard
something on the subject. Mayor Gibson replied that he had not
heard anything since the meeting that Mr. Lilly and he had with
two gentlemen, one from the Fire Rating Bureau and one from the
West Virginia Water Company. He understood that they intended to
come back down in the spring to make a complete study on our fire
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fighting equipment at the Fire Department. The Mayor further added
that Mr. Carr from the West Virginia Water Company indicated that
within two or three weeks he would try to get the Mayor a map of the
fire hydrants. The Mayor added that he would be happy to get back
in touch with the people at the Water Company and see if he can get
the map.
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Councilman Hill further reported that the Garbage Department
Committee had a meeting concerning uniforms for its employees.
He informed Council that they presently have twenty-two employees that
would need two uniforms each. The price of each of these uniforms
is $13.50. This would amount to $594.00. Mayor Gibson asked if
these uniforms were for all Street and Garbage Department employees
under the supervision of Mr. Gene Williams. Councilman Hill replied
that this was correct. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if this was
the total as opposed to the rental fee. Councilman Hill replied that
this is also correct. Councilman Casebolt asked if the City would
issue the uniforms to them and expect them to keep them clean. Councilman Hill replied in the affirmative. Councilman Lilly added that
when they initiated the budget, they did have funds allocated in
the budget for this project. At the time, their thought was directed
toward a rental situation which was five uniforms per employee at
$2.38 each. This total amounted to $2,100.
However, after the
Garbage Committee reviewed the situation, they felt it would be a
better deal to buy the uniforms. Councilman Hill made a motion that
the City purchase the uniforms. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if this was an item that
had to be bidded on. Councilman Hill replied that the total would
only be $594; and according to Mr. Kessinger, the City can purchase
under $1,000 without asking that bids be submitted - All Council
voted in favor of purchasing the uniforms.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported that he had a petition
presented to him by the residents that live in Nitro Park Addition.
In it, fifty-two families have signed it out of the fifty-five families
that live in this area. The petition states that they would like to
have sewer service. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that he knew
these people did have problems there; and if there is any way possible,
we should try to help them. He added that it is strictly a job of
"the Sanitary Board and would like the petition to be given to the
Sanitary Board. He went on to say that there were two gentlemen at
the Council Meeting: Mr. Shamblin and Mr. Simmons, who have worked
hard to try to get something done in this area. One of the gentlemen
stated that most of the Council knew that they had men from the
Health Department concerned and there is a small disposal plant out
there that they cannot tie into because it is running at full capacity
now. He further added that they are not big enough to form their
own sewage system. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if they were
limited to the number of people to form a Public Service District
there. The guest replied that he did not know, but that for no more
residents that live there, there was not that much money available.
Councilman Lilly asked if Nitro Park Addition was located within the
City limits. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that it was not
in the City limits but located on the outskirts. The guest answered
that approximately two hundred feet of the front portion of Nitro Park
Addition was located in the City limits. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen explained that what they want to do is to tap onto the City's
line like Rock Branch. Mayor Gibson asked how many residents refused
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to sign the petition. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that
there were fifty-two names on the petition. The resident replied that
there were only two families in the area that he lived in that refused
to sign the petition. The Mayor added that he would be more than
happy to present the petition to the Sanitary Board, the sanitary
engineers, and the sanitary attorney. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen pointed out that this was the area where they had the children
with hepatitis, and these children attend our grade schools exposing
other children. Councilman" Lilly asked if whether anything has
been surveyed in this area. Mayor Gibson added that the engineers
have drawings of the area. Councilman Lilly asked if this was
encompassed in the last project. Mayor Gibson replied that it
was discussed considerably. Councilman Lilly added that primarily
they would be responsible for putting in the facilities and just
tapping onto the line. Mayor Gibson pointed out that if you read
the minutes of the meeting, you will find that I recommended
serious consideration be given toward providing.sewer service to
this area, but this does not necessarily guarantee that it will
happen. However, we do realize that the residents do have problemin that area and that one day they may even be in the corporate
limits. The Mayor went on to say that regardless, we want to be
helpful. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that whether they are
in the City limits or not, we are directly exposed to these people
more so because we get the drainage out of a creek, and it comes
right down beside our grade school on 39th Street East and also
through part of our town. Councilman Lilly asked how the project
involving Rock Branch was coming along. Mayor Gibson stated that
the Sanitary Board met October 15, 1973 for almost five hours
and came up with what they considered to be a workable plan.
Our attorney presented the proposal to the attorney for the Rock
Branch Public Service District and as of this date, I have not
heard from them. Councilman Lilly pointed out that while this is
being negotiated could not the other project that was initially
applied for be put into motion. Mayor Gibson added that they have
already gone ahead with a lot of the engineering work and surveying
the problem areas. Councilman Lilly added that he was in reference
to the fact that they City is committed to a bond situation on the
initial project; the mailing of $275,000. He asked if it could
not be conceivable to go and make application for the rate based
on the City assuming the bond of approximately $330,000 thereby
getting it approved to start ours. Then it is up to these people
as to whether or not they come into the situation. Mayor Gibson
explained that they were trying to do it in one approach to the
Public Service Commission. Councilman Lilly stated that they keep
putting it off. Mayor Gibson added that much of the delay was
because the Council wanted to have some meetings with these gentlemen and did so. Councilman Lilly added that the Council has
approved and requested an application for $275,000 with the
Environmental, HUD, and others to initiate the secondary treatment
plant and the sewages to the 40th Street area and the Riverdale
Acres section, and the plans have been finalized and approved.
Mayor Gibson pointed out that the City does not have the second grant
approved. Councilman Lilly asked if the City had to wait on the
•
second grant before it could go ahead and start the project. Mayor
•
Gibson added that the secondary treatment plant can be started but
™
the others cannot. Councilman Lilly stated that, in other words,
they are telling us that unless we do this o.ther project, we will
not get the second grant. Mayor Gibson add^d that he did not think
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they have said for sure that we will not receive the second grant
but that it might have some bearing on whether or not we will receive
it. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that suppose the only thing
that is holding them up is the agreement they want us to sign that they
were supposed to have had to us at the last meeting to look over.
The Mayor stated that he had thought he would have something to show
the Council at this meeting. Councilman Casebolt asked if he did
not see in the paper where the people of Rock Branch met to try to
form their own sewage system. Mayor Gibson answered that they were
meeting to set up a Public Service District at Midway or somewhere
in that vicinity.
Councilman Lilly pointed out that the whole idea is that the
applications have been submitted for one project; and now they are
saying, in essence, that unless we do something else, we are not
going to get the money we initially made application for. He added
that he was of the opinion that this is nothing more than blackmail;
and if this is the case, he recommended that everyone in the Riverdale
Acres area, 40th Street Road, and Nitro Park Addition write every
Congressman they knew and start political pressure. He went on to
say that they have been promised the sewages time after time and all
they get is stalled motion. Councilman Lilly informed Council that
they even have realtors telling the people that they will not get
sewers because they have taken all the money and put it in the Watershed. Councilman Lilly added that all he wanted to know was why we
would not receive the second grant and thenthey could start another
route to see why we cannot have it. He went on to say that this
money is supposed to run out shortly. Mayor Gibson stated that there
was no one around the table anymore interested than he was in seeing
sewers installed for the people of Riverdale Acres, 40th Street Road,
Nitro Park Addition, and even Red Oak Drive. The Mayor further added
that he is doing as much as he knows to do and has been trying to do
things in a business-like manner and I have spent many, many hours
on this project. Councilman Lilly pointed out that this was not
involved in the project in the beginning so why should it hold up the
project now. We have the same engineers on both projects. Mayor
Gibson replied that we might surmise it is holding up the project
but we cannot be sure. He added that he had no concrete evidence and
was, therefore, not in a position to say it is holding up a second
grant.
Councilman Mann stated that he was under the impression that
the engineers implied that since they had brought Rock Branch into the
project and by doing so, taking the so-called regional concept approach,
this is the way the people in Washington want it and this would be
the only way that we could get the grant. Since this was the way the
engineers wanted it, then they have led us to believe that this is the
way it is supposed to go. Mayor Gibson stated that he did not attend
one meeting due to being in the hospital but read the minutes of the
meeting. He added that they had never given him the impression that
our second grant hinges upon this. They have always said that they
feel this would be an asset to us and enhance our position in the eyes
of the Federal Government in awarding us a second grant. He further
added that when they put money out they like for it to serve as many
people as possible. Councilman Lilly added that we are obligated by
the State law to represent the people of Nitro and also under the State
Code we are not to spend a penny outside the City unless we provide
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services for our own people. We want to do something for these
people but we have our own people that we want to help also. He
added that the applications have been submitted; the requests have
been made and now we are getting a double talk situation from the power
in being to the fact that unless we do this, we cannot do the other
one. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he was under the impression that the Council was waiting on a document to be written
by the people in Rock Branch; present it to the Sanitary Board for
approval and then to the Council. He added that if we agree upon
it then theproject would be done. Mayor Gibson explained that
instead of the people of Rock Branch drawing it up, we drew it
up; and it has been given to their attorney, Mr. Watt. Mr. Watt
is presenting it to the people involved for them to sign. Mayor
Gibson added that the Nitro Sanitary Board has already agreed to the
agreement. The Mayor went on to say that it is now up to them. He
further added that he, too, felt that if they did not want to get
involved and sign the proper documents, then they should tell us.
Mayor Gibson added that he had made a trip to Pittsburgh with two
engineers and Mr. Ben Howatt, Executive Director of the Regional
INtergovernment Council and talked with the Federal people in order
to get the first grant. He further added that he has done as much
as he knows to do to get the second grant. He informed Council that
he would do his best to have something for the Council as soon as
possible. The Mayor added that they should tell us what they intend
to do because they are the ones that made the approach and were
seemingly more interested in coming on than we were initially in
bringing them on. Councilman Lilly explained that his contention is
that in waiting on them to do something, we are denying our people
with the opportunity of having sewers. If we need adverse publicity
on the situation, he added that he was sure we could initiate a
campaign in the areas that do not have sewers; and they can
start a letter campaign to the people in power to see if we cannot
get a little notoriety on the situation.
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The Mayor added that he was in favor doing what was best for
Nitro first of all; and if we can help people in the out-lying
areas, he was in favor of helping them.
Councilman Lilly added that
the more people you have on the system, the better off it will be
in the long run provided you have the accomodating facilities.
At this point, Mayor Gibson asked Councilman Lilly what else
he had to report. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reminded the Mayor
that he (Dr. Allen) was reporting on new business, and he stated
that he had not intended to "open up a keg of worm" by submitting
the petition.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported that he would like to
make a request for our Police Department to observe First Avenue
at Walker Street. He further reported that he was told that the
employees from up the river come down on First Avenue and go out
Walker Street, turn left off Walker Street, and back up on Main
Avenue to go back across the bridge to avoid traffic and are at
the same time creating congestion. Mayor Gibson asked what the
Police Department could do about the situation. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen answered that he wanted them to give him a report
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or survey on it as to whether it is from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. or
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Councilman Casebolt informed the Council
that it was from about 3:15 to 5:00 p.m. Councilman Lilly added
that one of the things that has created this more so in the last two
weeks is that for some reason the railroad signals come on, the
guard rails come down, and there is no train coming. He added that
this has happened about fifteen times in the past two weeks and this
backs traffic up from one end of town to the other. Councilman Lilly
further added that it could have to do also with the change in time.
The Mayor added that he would be happy to report this to the Police
Department and have a survey made.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy added that the Appalachian
Power Company was putting in a new lighting system; and before they
started on it, they said it would take approximately ninety days to
cover the entire town. The Mayor added that they have been working
on it for about six weeks or so. Councilman at Large Priddy explained
that this should eliminate any light problems we are having in the City.
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Councilman Lilly asked if anyone had contacted the greenhouse.
Councilman at Large Priddy answered that this situation had been
taken care of. Councilman Lilly explained that they came down and
taped up the light so no light would shine through on the greenhouse.
That night they raided the area and stole mirrors and other objects
from cars. He further reported that he had two requests from different
business to remove the tape from the street light. He added that they
suggested a shield be put on the light to eliminate too much light from
shining through yet at the same time it would benefit the area.
Mayor Gibson asked Councilman Lilly if there was any way another light
could be installed nearby to help to eliminate this problem. Councilman Lilly answered that across the street there is a service station.
Behind the station is a utility right-of-way and a telephone pole.
Here a light could be installed to shine out to encompass all the
automobiles in that area yet alleviate hitting the greenhouse.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if we would be lighting up his property
or the street. Councilman Lilly replied that the light had been
lighting up the entire corner. When it was eliminated, we had a lot
of raiding of cars in this area. The only thing we can attribute
this to is that the street light had been taped up completely. The
Mayor asked that the Street Light Committee check this problem out.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he would have it checked out
because we cannot jeopardize other people's property just because one
man has a problem. Councilman Lilly added that the only solution that
can solve both is going back to the old telephone utility lines and
installing one there. He added that we can turn the light a little
and it would alleviate shining into the greenhouse.
Mayor Gibson further added that Councilman at Large Priddy had
requested that a shield be put on the light. The report from the Power
Company was that a shield could not be put on the light. Councilman
at Large Priddy added that maybe since a new type of light is being
installed by the Power Company, a shield would work on this new type
of light. He further added that he would talk to Mr. Haskell Jones
about the matter.
Councilman Casebolt asked where the Power Company was working
on the street lights at the present time. Councilman at Large Priddy
answered that they were working in the lower end of town. Mayor Gibson

added that they intend to do the main districts - first .
Councilman Casebolt reported that he had contacted Mr. Robinson
of the Natural Resources Department concerning the fish in the lake
at the Watershed. He further reported that Mr. Robinson agreed to
put the lake on a regular checking and stocking schedule without
charge. At the same time, he will put an ad in the State Fishing Magazine advertising this lake.
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Councilman Casebolt further reported that he would like to
have it put in the Street Committee as to what we can do to up-grade
Ivy Street and make it useable. He went on to say that he would like
a report at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist inquired about whether the wiring
and plumbing of mobile homes meets with the City Code. Mayor Gibson
stated that this could be put in the Building and Planning Committee.
Councilman at Large Tidquist was asked if there should not be more
than one entrance to a mobile home. He added that occasionally
you hear of a family losing their lives because of a fire and
they could not get out of the mobile home in time. Councilman Lilly
stated that he thought it was a Federal law that a mobile home had to
have more than one entrance. Councilman Hill added that most have
two entrances and a safety door. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked what was meant by the modular home. Councilman Hill replied
that a modular homes was a complete home. Councilman Lilly stated
that this should be referred to the Planning and Zoning Commission
and let them make a decision. Councilman Hill added that we have
a building and plumbing code and an electrical code, but we have not
accepted them to be standard as such. The Mayor added that we are
supposed to adhere to the National Electrical Code. The plumbing
code is different, but the electrical code is the one that is supposed to be commonly used throughout the country.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that the Building and Planning
Code says what size lot a mobile home is to be on but not what size
lot a modular home should be on. Councilman Lilly further added that
this is why the matter should be referred to the Planning and Zoning
Commission. He further added that he believed that there is a
national requirement situation in which they have to comply with
as to the construction of these homes. Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that since the modular home does not come complete and
requires labor to assemble, he thought that it should meet the
specifications for building from the footer on up. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen added that we have designated areas in the City where
there are to be mobile homes.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council Meeting
be adjourned. Councilman Hill seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

I

November 20, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers, November 20, 1973.
Those present were: William
D. Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy; Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist; Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Paul Hill,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, and the City Attorney, James Kessinger.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
Reverend Arbogast gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a
motion that the Council Meeting minutes of November 6, 1973 be approved,
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, made a motion that the October
Financial Statement be approved. Councilman Paul Hill seconded the
motion - All Council voted in favor.

I

Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee,
reported on the up-grading of Ivy Street. Councilman Lilly stated
that on February 14, 1973 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers,
twelve families involved in the problem on Ivy Street met with the
Street Committee for the purpose of finding out a positive action that
could be taken. The Committee made a report to Council on March 6,
1973 requesting that no further action be taken on Ivy Street until
the Committee makes its report. He further added that at this time
the Committee is not prepared to make a report on Ivy Street.
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman Casebolt, Chairman of the
Fire Department Committee, was out of town on business. However, Councilman Casebolt requested that Councilman Hill act in his place and
report on the bids for the rescue truck for the Fire Department.
Councilman Hill passed out the sealed bids. The bids were as follows:
1.

Stewart Equipment Company, Chairleston, W. Va.
The bid was for one (1) Rescue Body; Delivery Date45-60 days. $2,359.80

Councilman at Large Tidquist inquired as to what kind of vehicle
the bid was for. Councilman Hill explained that this bid was for
the body only. He added that these were two separate bids; one for
the chasis; one for the body.
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2.

Landers
The bid
chassis
weeks.

Chevrolet, Hurricane, W. Va.
was for one (1) 1974 Chevrolet one (1) ton cab and
with specifications listed. Delivery Date - 4-6
$3,536.00
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3.

C & 0 Motors, St. Albans, W. Va. "r.The bid was for one (1) 1974 one"(l) ton cab and
chasis. All asscessories were listed. Delivery Date 6-8 weeks.
$3,350.73.

^^
•

The City Attorney, James Kessinger, asked if the bid was for
a short wheel base or a long wheel base. Mayor Gibson answered
that the specifications had the base listed in inches.
4.

Childers Chevrolet, Nitro, W. Va.
The bid was for a 1974 one (1) ton cab and chasis; Delivery
Date - 45-60 days. $3,350.00.

5.

J. D. Moore Inc.
The bid was for one (1) 1973 one (1) ton cab and chasis
International with a 132 inch cab base and 60 inches from
cab to axle. $3,994.50 Delivery Date - 90 days.

^™

Mayor Gibson stated that he recommended this be kept in the
Fire Department Committee, studied, and checked out with the Chief of
the Fire Department. He added that he hoped the Committee would have
a report for the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Paul Hill reported on adding an additional entranceway from Second Avenue into the Council Chambers with the estimated
total cost not to exceed $700. He went on to suggest that an awning
be erected over the entrance, the approximate cost should not exceed
$200. Councilman Hill added that he would like to make a motion
that the Council accept the proposal and add approximately $200
for an awning. Mr. Kessinger asked if this would run over the
limitation. Councilman Hill answered that it would be approximately
$900. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. Mayor
Gibson asked if there were any questions. Councilman Mann asked if
there were other awnings on the City Building. Councilman Hill replied
that there were. He added that the reason he suggested an awning
on the southeast corner of the building is that there is one on the
northeast corner and this would give the City Building a better
appearance plus providing shelter at the entrance-way. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen asked if the City had the money to do this.
Councilman Lilly stated that he recommended charging it to the
Revenue Sharing that was allocated out of the last Revenue Sharing
for the up-grading of the City Building.
Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked if this included the materials for the walkway from the
sidewalk. Mayor Gibson replied that it included materials and labor.
He added that we have a door in storage that we intend to use for
the inside door. He further stated that the exterior door would have
to be purchased, but we can purchase the door at a wholesale price.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked if it would run the total
project over $700 excluding the awning. Mayor Gibson added that it
should fall within the $700. Councilman Hill added that the project
would be under $1,000 and would not have to be bidded on - All
Council voted in favor of the motion to add an additional entrance
way from Second Avenue into the Council Chambers.

I

Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on the street
light near the greenhouse on Main Avenue. He added that he stopped
in to talk with Mr. Haskell Jones of the Power Company but he was
out of his office. However, he left a message. Councilman at
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Large Priddy further added that they are replacing all the street
lights with the new mercury type; and with the new type of lights and
a shade, it should eliminate the problem. He reported that it is taped
up at the present time. He went on to say that it is a new type of
light and a shade in the same location as the tape will light the area
adequately and not bother the man at the greenhouse. Councilman
Lilly asked if they are replacing the lights with the new florescent
type. Councilman at Large Priddy replied that the new lights are
the mercury vapor type. Mayor Gibson asked if they had any idea when
they would get to this area. Councilman at Large Priddy said that
he did not talk with Mr. Jones. He just left a message as to what he
would like to have done there. He added that hopefully Mr. Jones will
take care of the situation. Mayor Gibson replied that seemingly, they
are moving along well in certain areas of town. Councilman at Large
Priddy further replied that they are making good headway on the project.
Mayor Gibson reported that Nitro intends to have a special pickup on leaves in an effort to gather all the leaves throughout our
community which are causing problems around our storm drains.
He
further added that our street workers intend to begin this special
pick-up on Monday, November 26, 1973, continuing through Friday,
November 30, 1973.
He went on to say that residents are requested
to place their leaves in plastic bags or boxes and leave them near
the curb. He added that Mr. Williams, the Street Superintendent,
intends to start one truck on November 26 in the Riverdale Acres
area working towards the center of town. Also, he intends to start
a truck on November 26 in the Brookhaven through 40th Street and then
up the river toward the center of Nitro. He added that if we can
get the citizens to cooperate, it will save problems for the City and
will also render a real service to them. Councilman Lilly asked if
this pick-up was strictly for leaves and not limbs and so forth. Mayor
Gibson added that it was primarily for leaves but would probably make
some other pick-ups as they go. Councilmai at Large Tidquist suggested
that the leaves would make a good fertilizer.
He went on to say that
if the City had a place to pile them, citizens could get them to use
as a fertilizer. He went on to say that this would be a good thing
if the people would use them. He also added that leaves make a wonderful mulch as well as a good fertilizer.
Mayor Gibson stated that
last year we had a request for leaves around the football field.
Mr. Gene Williams added that he had already received requests from
people asking for the leaves. Mayor Gibson went on to say that Mr.
Williams would attempt to provide leaves to anyone requesting them.
Mayor Gibson further reported that at the last Council Meeting
he informed the Council that the Sanitary Board had met for approximately five hours and had worked up what they thought to be a
workable agreement and presented it to the Rock Branch Service District. He added that the Rock Branch Representatives made a few
changes and sent the revised contract back bearing proper signature.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Nitro Sanitary Board has reviewed the
signed revised agreement and reported that they do not wish to accept
it. He went on to say that we are giving them two weeks until the
next Council Meeting to either "get in the ball game" or we will
make a decision as to what we will do. He stated that there is one
change that they made in the agreement that we feel is just not good
business. He further stated that at the next Council Meeting he
intends to have a concrete agreement that he can present to the Council
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or advise them (the Council) of the Sanitary Board's decision.
Mayor Gibson reported that the Councilmen and Mr. Kessinger
recently had a meeting on up dating our ordinances and he would like
to strongly recommend that we set another meeting in the very near
future. The Mayor stated that he felt this is something we should
get resolved and the sooner, the better. He added that he would
like to set a meeting for a Saturday afternoon or a meeting
starting early some evening. He added that Saturday afternoon or
a meeting beginning early in the evening about 6:00 p.m. would allow
them to spend several hours on the ordinances. Councilman Mann
stated that alot of people have company during the holidays, and a
Saturday afternoon meeting would be a bad time for him. Councilman
at Large. Priddy stated that it would be easier to have a meeting
of the evening for him also. The Mayor stated that it was fine with
him any time the Council decides upon. He added that he thought
we should get started early in the evening. Mr. Kessinger suggested
next Tuesday night, November 27, 1973, at 5:30 p.m. or 6:00 p.m.
The Mayor asked if this would be in conflict with anything else.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen inquired as to what time the meeting
would begin. Mayor Gibson asked if 6:00 p.m. was too early. Mr.
Kessinger replied that the Council cannot do this in one evening.
It will take at least three meetings. The Council agreed upon
Tuesday evening, November 27, 1973, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
The Mayor reported that he had been in touch with Mr. Chester
Johnson of the Regional Development Authority, an arm of the Kanawha
County Court, and he informed the Mayor that he was going to the
Kanawha County Court Commissioners to ask them to sign a court
order signing the Blakes Creek/Armour Creek Watershed, beter known
as the Ridenour Memorial Park over to the City of Nitro. The Mayor
further added that Mr. Johnson assured him that he would do this
sometime this week. The Mayor went on to say that Mr. Johnson will
ask them to sign a court order and do the legal work in getting the
Watershed property transferred to the City.
Councilman at Large Priddy reported that Boy Scout Troop No.
27 would like to have permission to have a weekend camp out near
the Watershed on Watershed property up the hollow from the lake. He
added that he would like to know if there would be any objection
to them having a weekend camp there. The Mayor added that the thought
the Recreation Committee would need to come up with the answer.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist inquired as to the date the Boy
Scouts have decided upon. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that
they have not set a date and will not until they get the permission
to use the property. Councilman at Large Priddy replied that they
had not set a date when he talked with them. Councilman Hill added
that the Boy Scouts used it last month. The Mayor asked if they
were given permission last month. Councilman Hill replied that they
were. He further added that he had no objection to the Scouts using
the property. Councilman at Large Tidquist, also a member of the
Recreation Committee, added that he did not have any objection to
the Scouts camping there; but he felt that the Chairman of the
Committee should be contacted first. The Mayor asked if any of
the other members of the Recreation Committee had any objection.
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Councilman at Large Priddy replied that he felt that they will leave
it in good shape. He added that he would call Councilman Casebolt.
Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Priddy if he had any other
new business.
Councilman Priddy replied that he just want to say that
the Appalachian Power Company was making good headway on our new lights
and everyone seems to be pleased.
Councilman Mann reported that during the last Council Meeting
we discussed modular homes as to planning and zoning. He added that
after talking with other members of the Planning and Zoning Commission,
they seem to think that the modular homes should be defined, or come
under the definition of, a conventional home as far as zoning is
concerned. They must meet the Code and so forth. Councilman Mann
further added that he would like to mention that we all know that our
City, as well as our country, is in a serious energy crisis and that
the City should take every opportunity and make every effort to conserve energy in all its forms. He went on to say that by doing so,
maybe we can set an example of leadership, and our citizens will do
likewise. The Mayor agreed with Councilman Mann. He added that he
had been in touch with the department heads and asked them to keep
the lights out as much as possible. He went on to say that we have
tried to keep the thermostats down and have disconnected some light
bulbs in the hallways and turns out the outside lights. He stated
that the City intends to have no outside Christmas tree lighting this
year. Mayor Gibson reported that we immediately took steps toward
trying to meet the request of President Nixon. He went on to say that
he was glad that Councilman Mann brought this up. He asked if there
were any recommendations that the Council would like to make while
on the subject. Councilman Mann inquired about the fact that we
would have not Christmas lighting. The Mayor replied that we would
have no lighting on the City Building. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
reported that he was just in a meeting a short time before the Council
Meeting that evening where Christmas lights were discussed. He requested
that the Mayor get in touch with Mr. Javins, President of the Nitro
Businessmen's Association to see in what way they can put their lights
on and off. He added that we want to cooperate in this matter. The
Mayor added that maybe they could leave their lights on until about
11:00 or 12:00 p.m. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he
requested that the Mayor get in contact with Mr. Javins and see what
they can work out. Mayor Gibson asked when were they putting
their lights up. Reverend Arbogast replied that the businesses will
put their lights up on Monday, November 26, 1973.
The Mayor asked
if before, had they not always burned them all night. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen added that they were the type of lights that have
to be left on all night. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if he
was referring to the candle lights. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
replied that he was. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that they
are also going to put up a Christmas tree where the old railroad
station was. Councilmn at Large Dr. Allen replied thathe knew nothing
about this. Councilman Mann added that there are alot of cities that
are not going to burn Christmas lights. The Mayor further added that
we do not intend to have any outside light here at the City Building.
He went on to say that he would get in touch with Mr. Javins.
Councilman at Large Tidquist added that there are other Christmas
lights, and asked Dr. Allen if the Mayor would not have to get in
contact with the President of the Lions Club also. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen replied that the Lions Club are the ones that are putting
up the Christmas lights. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that the
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Businessmen's Association is putting up the Christmas tree, and Lawrence
Hill, President of the Lions Club, is putting up the candles.
The
Mayor added that he would get in touch with both of these men and
see if they can lend a helping hand in an effort to not burn lights
all night long if it can be arranged.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly reported that the Finance Committee
held a meeting on November 16, 1973 at which time one-third of the
year has gone by; and as you recall, we make our estimate for a
budget for each year in February. At this time, March 30, 1973,
it was presented to the Tax Department. Councilman Lilly further
added that we felt that we should have a revision at this time. He
went on to say that each has received his copy of what the old estimate was and what the new estimate would be. He added that the
Councilmen might like to take this opportunity to turn to the first
page on the Estimated Current Expenditures. The revisions were as
follows:
ITEM

AMT. ESTIMATED
SHOWN ON BUDGET

AMT. OF
NEW ESTIMATE

24

$2,440.00

$3,904.00

26

1,000.00

3,000.00

27

1,000.00

3,000.00

30

300.00

800.00

32

850.00

2,850.00

35

2,000.00

4,000.00

51

50.00

150.00

53

18,800.00

20,800.00

58

135.00

200.00

61

1,000.00

I

9,144.00*

*To encompass budget item #64
Councilman Lilly reported that the total increases were
$20,269.00. He further reported that to balance the budget, on Page
1 of the Budget Balanced the gross sales estimate is revised from
$115,000 to $120,000. This is a $5,000 increase. Under Fees, the
Municipal Service estimate is revised from $160,000 to $175,269.
This balances our budget at $20,269.00. Councilman Lilly made a
motion that this request to the STate Tax Department be approved by
the Council. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the motion Councilman at Large Priddy inquired about budget item #53. He added
that this item according to the budget was increased to $20,800.
He went on to say that we are already up to $19,829 that carries
through the balance of this fiscal year. Councilman Lilly
explained that the reason for increasing this item is the fact
that we allocated approximately $49,000 out of one of the Revenue
Sharing funds to pick it up. He went on to say that this was a
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supplement from our General Fund to supplement Reveue Sharing.
He
added that actually we still have the Revenue Sharing money to
continue through the fiscal year. Councilman Lilly stated that
there are certain items that we cannot pay out of Revenue Sharing.
He added that we need extra money to off set this, and this is the
reason we have requested a $2,000 increase on Item 53. Mayor Gibson
asked if there were any further questions - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly reported that we had a gentlemen with us who
had a problem and would like his problem a matter of record. Mayor
Gibson gave Mr. Pontier the floor. Mr. Pontier reported that he had
taken Mr. Gene Williams, the Street Superintendent, and showed him
the problem. He added that the problem was caused by the City Code
and whoever enforced it in inspecting the building (the Townhouse
Apartments) at the time. He went on to say that the downspout has
moved about 7-8-10 inches of dirt from the side of the road over the
drain, covers it up, and washes it down in aperiod of two or three
years. The water does not drain; it just builds up. He informed
Council that twice water has gotten in his apartment. Now that they
have built a second part to the Townhouse Apartments, the water is
crossing the road, not underneath the road but on top of the road. He
went on to say that the water is raising up, crossing the road, and
then going back on the paved road into the drain. He further added
that now they have raised it because they have a parking lot behind
the building, and I am going to get about a foot or two more water
when we have a heavy rain. He stated that he wanted it on record
because if it is not corrected, he is going to get an injunction
against him. He^further added that if water gets in his apartment
again, he is going to get a lawyer and protest it. Mr. Pontier added
that it is his (owner of the Townhouse Apartments) building that is
causing the problem.
If the City wants to straighten it out, then
that is your problem. Mayor Gibson inquired if there was a drain
pipe plugged up or is there an open ditch. Mr. Pontier replied that
there is an open ditch and a 16 inch red-tile pipe that carries it
underneath Kapok Street. On the lower end where the dirt is, it is
all moved out. He added that they left a 3-inch downspout; and when
it tains, a lot of water shoots out. He further added that you get
a hydraulic action, and it washed all the ground away. He went on to
say that in a period of two or three years, it washed all the dirt
away where the drain is. Mayor Gibson asked if this was in the upriver direction. Mr. Pontier replied that it was not, but in the
down-river direction. He added that the water is draining down the
road. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if it is going back toward
Mr. Long's home. , Mr. Pontier answered that it was and that Mr. Long
has water in his basement all the time. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked if the water could not pass underneath Kapok Street. Mr. Pontier
replied that it could not because the pipe is completely covered up.
The water pressure is so great that there is only a very small hole
leading to the pipe. When they built the Townhouse Apartments, you
could see the tile pipe sticking up. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked if the pipe was open when the contractor finished the job.
Mr. Pontier replied that it was but the downspout covered it up.
Mayor Gibson asked if the water from the downspout just gradually
washed dirt onto the pipe. Mr. Pontier replied that over a period
of time it was gradually covered up. The Mayor further added that

JL \J £L.
maybe we should have our City Attorney take a look at it and advise
us as to what we should do or should not do.
He further added that
perhaps we could get in touch with the building contractor.
The
City Attorney, Mr. Kessinger, added that we cannot go on private
property, but if we can alleviate the damage, then we are under an
obligation. He further added that we can at least mitigate. Mayor
Gibson stated that he would have the City Attorney look into the
matter.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he has noticed that
there has been a tremendous amount of heavy equipment going in and
out of 21st Street. So, I followed them the other day, and they are
a company that is building a gas line. In the process, they are
using our road in andout of our "Watershed. Councilman at Large
Priddy asked if it was the road leading across the dam.
Councilman
at Large DR. Allen replied that this is correct. He added that there
is no gravel or stone on the road now at all. He asked that someone
look into the situation.
The name of the company is Ray's Service
Corporation located in Charleston, West Virginia. Mayor Gibson
asked who they are working for. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
replied that he did not know. He just sees the truck going in and
out of the hollow. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if they were
going up the right-hand side. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied
that they are going up the side where a well was drilled at one
time. The Mayor asked what kind of equipment they were haulding.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that they have bull dozers and
heavy trucks. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if they were
hauling them on low-boys.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied tha
this is correct. Councilman Lilly stated that under Article V-81,
operation of vehicles in excess of 10,000 pounds prohibited by
permit, and the permit can only be issued by the Mayor. Mayor
Gibson asked if this was in the Watershed agreement.
Councilman
Lilly replied that it was'in the Code. Mayor Gibson added that
we have utility companies up there that have right-of-ways. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that this is doing work for a
utility company or a gas transmission. He added that his only
concern is that if it rains tomorrow morning and they take a big piece
of equipment ouf there, they could rut the road. A low-boy can
tear that road up in a hurry. He went on to say that we had problems
like this before. He added that he is sure that they have a rightof-way through this area and that this is not the question. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he would
think that if they do
any damage, they would be liable.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
replied that they will be gone before we know it. Mr. Kessinger
asked if it was a local contractor. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
replied that it was a corporation out of Charleston.
Mayor Gibson
stated that he not heard anything about any equipment being up there.
He went on to say that he would check with Mr. Burns, Mr. Shreve,
and Mr. Chester Johnson and find out if they have permission and
authority to go up there with heavy equipment. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen added that there is a gas line that goes across the mountain
and across Blakes Creek Road. He added that they are following this
line going up and across the Watershed to get their equipment back
up through there. He went on to say that if it does rain tomorrow
and they come out of there with a bull dozer on one of the lowboys, it is possible to sink in the middle of the road. The Mayor
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE RELATING
TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION
AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM
IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF
SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL
SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION
OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE RENDERED
BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION,
ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A
SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE DISPOSAL
SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO AND SEWER SYSTEMS
EXTENSIONS FOR 40th STREET AND RIVERDELL ACRES,
AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE
SERVICES RENDERED BY THE SECONDARY TREATMENT
SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM.

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties,
West Virginia, presently own a sanitary sewage system and proposes
to acquire and construct a secondary treatment sanitary sewage
system supplying sewer system in and to the City of Nitro

and

surrounding territory, and sewer system extensions for 40th Street
and Riverdell Acres; and
WHEREAS, the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources
has cited the City of Nitro, which citation required the said City
to cease and desist from polluting the Great Kanawha River with the
sewage from said City, and to construct a secondary sanitary sewage
system; and
WHEREAS, the compliance with the citation of the West
Virginia Department of Natural Resources required the construction
and acquisition of a secondary sanitary sewage system

in the City

of Nitro; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, in order to promote the health,
safety, and welfare of the people of the City and to comply with
the citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources
aforesaid, deems it advisable to construct and acquire a secondary
sanitary sewage system and extensions of the existing system for
residents of 40th Street and Riverdell Acres; and
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of the acquisition and construction of a secondary sanitary sewage system

and extensions

according to estimates prepared by Robert Y. Hayne, of Appalachian
Engineers, Inc., Consulting Engineers is approximately $1,275,000.00;
and

:

WHEREAS, the City does not have available funds for the
construction and acquisition of the addition to its present sanitary
sewage system as required by the citation of the West Virginia
Department of Natural Resources; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro does not have funds within the
sources now available to it to pay the costs of administration, management, operation, maintenance,

acquisition, enlargement and replacement

of the present sanitary sewage system, and the intercepting sewer lines,
pumping stations, treatment works and appurtenances, and
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to impose rates and charges
for the use of the services afforded by the proposed secondary sanitary
sewage system to obtain such funds; and
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency of the United States
of America as authorized to grant the City of Nitro through the West
Virginia Department of Natural Resources the amount of $950,000.00 or
seventy five (75%) per cent of the cost of the project, and which grant
requires the said City to demonstrate to the Environmental Protection
Agency of United States of America, its ability to pay the remaining cost
of said project; and
WHEREAS, it is the obligation of the producers of sewage and
industrial waste to supply such revenue to the City in an equitable manner
and in proportion to the service rendered to the benefits derived; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, is authorized under the authority
of Chapter 8, Article

8

of the West Virginia Code of 1931, as

last amended, to fix, establish, and maintain, by ordinance, just and
equitable rates or charges far :he use of ch -. services and; facilities to
'
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Resources; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, after
proper investigation has determined that the rates and standards for
the use of the secondary sanitary sewage system and the computation
of rates to be charged therefor as fixed by this ordinance are reasonable, necessary and proper for the work required to be done by the
citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources aforesaid, and have petitioned the City Council of the City of Nitro,
to enact this ordinance establishing such rates and standards; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro has previously
enacted an Ordinance providing for rates and standards for the use of
the existing sanitary sewage system; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NITRO, KANAAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that the certain Ordinances
previously enacted by the City Council of the City of Nitro, entitled,
"AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION,

OPERATION,

AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO,
THE DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY
SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM" is Amended, to reflect the following new
rates for the construction, acquisition, operation and maintenance
of a secondary sanitary sewage system, but in all other regulations and
such ordinances shall remain in full force and effect unless otherwise
Amended by this Ordinance.
DIVISION 1-- Amending Division 5-SEWER SERVICE SCHEDULE OF RATES:
1.

There is hereby levied and assessed against all owners,

tenants, or occupants of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or
building having any active connection with the public sanitary

sewage

system or otherwise discharging sewage, industrial wastes, water or other
liquids, either directly or indirectly unto said system or any part thereof,

a service charge payable as hereinafter provided for and in the amount
hereinafter provided.
2.

The service charge for any owner, tenant, or occupant

of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or building situated
within or outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro having any
connection with the City's public sanitary sewerage system and
discharging sewer, industrial wastes, water or other liquids into said
system, shall be as follows:
SCHEDULE # 1

Applicable within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE

Available for

sanitary sewer service.

RATE ( Based upon the metered amount of water supplied.)
First
Next
Next
Next
Next
All over

2,000
3,000
25,000
70,000
100,000
200,000

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE

used
used
used
used
used
used
—

per month
per month
per month
per month
per month
per month

$1.3f per
$1.17 per
.98 per
.85 per
.651, per
.53 per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

gallons
gallon!
gallone
gallons
gallons
eallona

--$5'.10

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY

,;4

The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full withinvten (10;
days of the date of the bill, ten percent (1070) will be added to the net
amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING

The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bi-monthly
basis, providing no lower charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY

On apartment buildings,or other multiple occupancy buildings, each family
or business unit shall be required to pay not less than the minimum monthly^
charge herein established. Motels and hotels shall pay according to the :
metered amount of water used.
t ' A
TRAILER ( MOBILE HOME) COURTS
^^"""~"
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For house trailer courts served by one or more master water meters, no bill*
shall be rendered for less than the following:
!*

Four Dollars and eight cents ($4.08) per month multiplied by
/
the number of units situated on the court site at the time the water
meter or meters are read, or the sewer bill based on the water used during
the month, whichever is higher.
,• •\>f.

House trailers, either mobile or imobile, located on
sites other than a park or court shall be billed in the same
manner as any other family or business unit and, if applicable,
subject to the multiple occupancy provision of this rate schedule.
SCHEDULE # 2
Applicable outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATE ( Based on the metered amount of water supplied.)
First
Next
Next
Next
Next
All over

2,000
3,000
25,000
70,000
100,000
200,000

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

used
used
used
used
used
used

MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE

per
per
per
per
per
per

month
month
month
month
month
month

$1-73
$1.45
$1.23
$1.06
.86
.67

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

$6.35

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY

The above schedule is net. On all accoumts not paid in full within
ten (10) days of the date of the bill, ten percent (10%) will be added
to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING

The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bimonthly basis, providing no lower charges.
MULTIPLE

OCCUPANCY

On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy buildings, each
family or business unit shall be required to pay not less than the
minimum monthly charge herein established. Motels and hotels shall
pay according to the metered amount of water used.
TRAILER ( MOBILE HOME) COURTS
For house trailers courts served by one or more master water meters, no
bill shall be rendered for less than the following:
Five Dollars and ten cents ($5.10) per month multiplied by
the number of units situated on the court site at the time the water
meter or meters are read, or the sewer bill based on the water used
during the month, whichever is higher.
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites other than
a park or court shall be billed in the same manner as any other
family or business unit and, if applicable, subject to the multiple
occupancy provision of this rate schedule.

SCHEDULE # 3
INDUSTRIAL SERVICE

The charge for the treatment of industrial waste will be
calculated on the basis of the following formula:
Ci=VoVi+BoBi+SoSi
*£

discharge'to industrial users per year.
Vo«average unit cost of transport and treatment chargeable
to volume, in dollars per gallon.
Vi=Volume of waste water from industrial users, in gallons per
year.
Bo=average unit of cost of treatment, chargeable to Biochemical
Oxygen Demand (BOD), in dollars per pound.
Bi-weight of BOD from industrial users, in pounds per year.
So=average unit cost of treatment (including sludge treatment)
chargeable to total colids, in dollars per pound.
Si-weight of total solids from industrial users, in pounds
per year.

When and industrial user is to be served, a preliminary study
of its waste, and the cost of transport and treatment thereof, will be
made. Waste containing materials which, in the judgment of the Sanitary
;
Board, should not be introduced into the sewer system need not be handled
by it. The results of this preliminary study will be used to determine
the feasibility of the proposed sewer service and the charge thereof, based
upon the formula set out above.

Thereafter, industrial sewage will be monitored on a regular basis
and at the conclusion of each fiscal year, based on the investigation aforesaid and audit of Sanitary Board records, new costs figures will be calculated for use in the above formula. The cost of establishing the
monitoring facilities shall be paid by the industrial user. Based on these
audited figures, additional billings covering the past fiscal year will be
made for payment by each industrial user, or refund given by the Sanitary
Board, as the case may be. Such audited figures will be used for the
preliminary billing for the next fiscal year, at the end of which an adjustment will be made as aforesaid.

SCHEDULE #5
• PROPOSED RATES

APPLICABLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF
NITRO.
Where the amount of sanitary sewage discharged into the
Nitro waste treatment system by certain industrial plant
or plants cannot be accurately determined by the use of
the plant's water meter or meters, a special formula will
be used whereby such plant or plants will pay to the
Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro a sewer charge calculated at forty (40) gallons of water per each employee
at the plant each working day.

SCHEDULE 6

Applicable inside and outside the Corporate limits of the
City of Nitro.
SERVICE CONNECTION JEE
1.

Service Connection Inspection Fee

$25.00

To apply where the service connection is in place
ready for the owner to connect generally at the
property line.
This explanation is not part of the rate schedule-- The purpose
of this fee is two-fold,(a)to require registration at the Sanitary
Board office of all new users and (b) to be sure that the connection
is made in a workmanlike manner this eliminating a potential maintenance
problem.
2.

Service Connection Fee

$150.00

To apply where an opening must be made in the Sanitary Board's
collector sewer and service line laid from such opening (tap) to owner's
property line.
This explanation is not part of the rate schedule- Sewer connection
or tap permits will be issued to applicants in above situation if the
sewer service is available to said applicants property lines.

0

DIVISION 2

AMENDING DIVISION 11-

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately
after the public hearing required by Chapter 8, Article 8, Section
3, of the West Virginia Code of 1931, as last amended, and approval
of and in compliance with the requirements of the Public Service
Commission

of the State of West Virginia.
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added that he would get in touch with these men mentioned above and
see if they could force their way through or if they must obtain a
permit.
Mr. Kessinger stated that they could have a right-of-way
and that they are liable for any damage they may cause. He added that
he did not know how you would stop them if they had a right-of-way.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he was not interested in
stopping them. He went on to say that he just wants to let them know
that if they ruin our road, they will be liable. Councilman Lilly
added that he was sure that we have a Cod that stipulates that we
have a 10,000 pound weight limit on our streets. Mr. Kessinger
asked how we are going to weigh it. Councilman Lilly stated that
he could assure us that if they have a D-7 bull dozer on a flat boy,
it weighs over 10,000 pounds. Mr. Kessinger informed Council it
would have to be proven. Councilman Lilly added that we could take
them over on Route 60 to the truck weighing station and weigh the
truck. Councilman Mann asked if the company would not have a weight
limit on their trucks. Mr. Kessinger added that they could not go
over the GVW weight limit. Councilman Lilly stated that it was not
really up to us to prove. He went on to say that he was sure that
we had an ordinance that states that if they do have excessive weight
that is detrimental to our streets, the officer has a right to
stop them. Mr. Kessinger stated that the State Law has certain
limitations on these streets. Councilman Lilly went on to say that he
was sure that the company would have to have some sort of permit to
cross the dam; and if it came to it, we could by-pass or have someone
check to see if there is not some federal regulation against the
excessive weight. The Mayor stated that he would attempt to check
into the matter and see what he could come up with. Mr. Kessinger
added that the best thing to do would be a law suit if they damaged
the street. ,
Councilman Hill made a motion that the Council Meeting be
adjourned. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.

Mayor
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Recorder

If

Affidavit of Publication
No.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:

I , S h e r r y Buckner
I | Sunday Gazette-Mail

of the

jc~| Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaper |~~| Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
<5W)!

swear that the annexed notice of

Bids (Tree Chipper)

was duly published in said paper once a
successive
day of
18_

days

day

for

8

commencing with the issue of the

September

10

19 73 , anc| ending with the issue of the

day of September

19 73 . and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the H_

day of September _

, 19 73

Dates Published:

September
10, 11, 12, 13, lU, 15, 17, 18, 1973 Jli
.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this

18 day of Sept. . 1 9 73

Notary Public of Kanawha'County, West Virginia
My Commission expires
Printer's Fee $ 31*01;_

January 15* 1980
/

ACCT-7
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Affidavit of Publication
No.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:
I, _

Sherry Buckner

Of

the

[] Sunday Gazette-Mail ;JT] Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic
newspaper (~~l Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
(Ml)

the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
swear that the annexed notice of

Bids (Tree

was duly published in said paper once a
successive
day of
18_

days

day

for

Q_

commencing with the issue of the

September

10

19 73 . and ending with the issue of the

day of September _

, 19 73 , and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the H_

day of September _

, 1 9 T\s P

September 10, 11, 12, 13, Ik. 15, 17. l8f
Subscribed and sworn to before me this

18 day of S»p^t . 19 73

Notary Public of Kanawha'County, West Virginia
My Commission expires
Printer's Fee $

31.01*

January l^f 1980
/
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Affidavit of Publication
No.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:

I,

Sherry Buckner

n Sunday Gazette-Mail

of the

Q] Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaper :JT] Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
~~fhe~City of Nlti
bids for the —•"

'Ill receive sealed
' —'"Hi) new tree
My, Septem*" be ob*. The

__

IJ.I I •."

18, 1»73, «/%W»
fwase mark he
word "BID" on fte Sealed envelope. The
City reserves Hie ria« to reject any or
341 blds(561)

the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
swear that the annexed notice of

Bids (Tree Chipper)

was duly published in said paper once a
successive
day of

days

for

commencing with the issue of the

September

18_

day

19

_

8

_

10

_

73 , and ending with the issue of the

day of September _

, 19 73

. and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the

11_

day of September_

,19

Dates Published:

September 10,11, 12, 13, lU, 15, 17, and 18, 1973
Subscribed and sworn to before me this

18 day of Sept. , 19 73

Notary Public of Kanawha'County, West Virginia
My Commission expires_
Printer's Fee $

12. iq

January If?, 1980
/

ACCT-7
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Affidavit of Publication
No.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

Kanawha County, to-wit:
of the
I | Sunday Gazette-Mail

| | Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaperjQ Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
ail

(581)

swear that the annexed notice of

u

was duly published in said paper once a
successive
day of

{\;>.yx

.

for.

commencing with the issue of the

,f.f.nii«|«
^.(.....f.f.niiaT*

19

-33-

yq , and ending with the issue of the

day of : ,f.j .-teiiibttr

' 19 7-^

and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the

11

_day of i

.. 19.

faoptombei-

Dates Published:
briber 10,11., 12, 13, 11;,

IS. 1971

19

Subscribed and sworn to before me this i a day of

-

•LU

Notary Public of Kanawha'County, West Virginia
My Commission expires_
Printer's Fee $ l^J _

'januai"r 15. 19t)Q
'
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LEADER
1ST AVENUE AT 35TH STREET

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF

PUTNAM
.......................

, to wit:

if? : . .?.'. . BHft.^eing first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am . . .Bu.sl.ne.ss . .Ma.nag.er. ......
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I have been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularily published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that such newspaper is a newspaper of "general circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice of:
INVITATION TO BID

Remodeling
City of Nitro
was published in said newspaper once a week for . . ---- successive weeks commencing with the issue of the . .n. day of ^.
............
, 19.7 3. ., and ending with the issue of 16thday of . Aug ...... ,19. 7.3 ., and that the cost of publishing said
~11.,^^.

n^^v-

,,M

$

......

7
.

CO
'... .

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this././.. day of xl/./J. &., 19. ./».."">'
I
/ 'i
"
My commission expires
\J.^...j,..u,.^
/.s^J7..,....

Notary Public of... /~r.4.<. Z^.z^^i,.^,,- County,
West Virginia
FORM OF AFFIDAVIT RECOMMENDED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

LEADER
1ST AVENUE AT 35TH STREET

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF . PUTNAM

, to wit:

jM. K Bus ter ; being first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am . . . . Busine s s Manager
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I have been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularily published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that such newspaper is a newspaper of "general circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice of:
INVITATION TO BID
Truck
City of Nitro
was published in said newspaper once a week for
successive week*commencing with the issue of the 3 P.^day of
August...,19. .73., and ending with the issue of.13 thday of. Sept
) 19. 73 ., and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was .. $ . 7 ^ 5 2 . . .
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Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this././. day of .-O<^g3o., 19./. s-2 .
My commission expires
.^>

Notary Public of

S**<£3&K^>... County,
West Virginia

FORM OF AFFIDAVIT RECOMMENDED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

CITY OF NITRO DEPOSITORY BOND OF THE BANK OF NITRO

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

That the undersigned, Bank of Nitro, a

Corporation, organized and existing under the laws of the State of West V i r g i n i a , of
Nitro, West V i r g i n i a , is held and firmly bound unto the State of West V i r g i n i a in the
sum of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($100,000.00), to the payment whereof, w i l l and
truly be made to said State of West V i r g i n i a , the undersigned binds itself and its
successors and assigns, by these presents:
Signed and sealed this the Uth day of August, 1973THE CONDITION OF THE ABOVE OBLIGATION IS SUCH THAT, Whereas, the Bank of
Nitro, Nitro, West V i r g i n i a , has been duly and legally designated in the manner
required by law, as a depository of the public moneys of and for the CITY OF NITRO,
in the State of West V i r g i n i a ; now, therefore, is the said Bank of Nitro, principal
4

herein, shall receive, safely keep and well and truly pay over all moneys which may
be deposited in or come under the custody of the said Bank of Nitro as such CITY OF
NITRO Depository, according to law, and shall further faithfully perform all the
duties imposed by law upon said principal, as a depository of public money, then
this obligation shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full force and effect.
Said Bank has herewith deposited and pledged with the Mayor of the City of
Nitro, to secure the performance of this undertaking hereinabove set out, the
following collateral, to all of which the interest coupons for interest not yet payable
are attached, to-wit:
$100,000.00 U. S. Treasury 7 3Afc Notes due August 15, 1977.
A certified copy of the minutes of the Board of Directors of said Bank
authorizing the execution of this bond and the pledging of the foregoing collateral
is hereto attached.
It is understood and agreed:
i.
(1) Sufch collateral shall be held by the National Bank of Commerce, of
Charleston, West V i r g i n i a , so long as said Bank of Nitro is not in default in its
undertakings hereinabove set out; and if said Bank of Nitro has not defaulted in
its said undertakings then such collateral shall be returned to said Bank of Nitro
on the First day of July, 1971*-

(2)

Said Bank of Nitro shall have the right to interest payable or paid

on such collateral, and may, for the purpose of collecting the same, have access to
such collateral, in conjunction with a representative of said National Bank of
Commerce, in order to detach interest coupons representing interest payable.
(3) Said Bank of Nitro shall from time to time have the right to
withdraw any part of the above mentioned collateral upon substituting therefore
other collateral of substantially the same value and marketability, upon approval of
the Mayor of the City of Nitro.
(k)

In the event of default of said Bank of Nitro in its undertakings

herein set out during the said year beginning July, 1, 1973 and ending June 30th,
197^, the said Mayor of Nitro shall have the right to make sale of so much of the
collateral hereinbefore referred to as may be required to make good the undertakings
of said Bank of Nitro, any such sale to be made at p u b l i c auction after due notice
given to said Bank of Nitro, and published in a newspaper of general circulation in said
Kanawha County once a week for two consecutive weeks.
BANK OF NITRO

Cprpojiate. Seal

BY
t's Presi/dent

STATE OF WEST V I R G I N I A
COUNTY OF KANAWHA, TO-WIT:
I , Margaret M. Higginbotham, A Notary Public in and for the County and
State aforesaid, do certify that J. E. Temple, who signed the writing above,
bearing date the Uth day of August, 1973, for the BANK OF NITRO, has this day in
my said County, before me, acknowledged the said writing to be the act and deed of
said corporation.
Given under my hand this the I'tth day of August, 1973My Commission expires the 1^tth day of January, 1977-

R E S O L U T I O N

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bank of Nitro, (a corporation), at Nitro, West Virginia on the 8th day of January, 1973, pursuent to notice,
a quorum being present and acting throughout, the following resolution was adopted:
"WHEREAS, It appearing to the Board that this bank has been
designated a City of Nitro Depository by the City of Nitro,
Nitro, West V i r g i n i a , and that in order to qualify as such
a City of Nitro Depository, a bond be executed to secure
any City of Nitro Deposits placed in this bank."
"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That J. E. Temple, the
President of this bank, is hereby authorized and directed
to make, execute, and deliver in the name of this bank and
in its behalf, a proper bond to expire on the 30th day of
June, 19/4, in the sum of $100,000.00 in such form as may be
required and to execute with such surety as may be satisfactory
to the City of Nitro, Nitro, West V i r g i n i a , or with such
collateral secured by the deposits of any bonds or securities
of this bank acceptable to the said City of Nitro, and of such
aggregate amount or value as may be sufficient to secure said
deposits. And the said J. E. Temple, is hereby authorized to
pledge any collateral in such manner as may be agreed upon as
satisfactory to this bank and the said City of Nitro."

I, Robert R. Ferrell, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Bank of Nitro,
a Corporation, do certify that the foregoing is a f u l l , true and complete copy of
the resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of said Bank at a meeting held
pursuent to notice on the 8th day of January, 1973, at which meeting a quorum was
/
present and voting.
/

Robert R. Ferrel1, Secretary

«<S F™ !"•
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

December 4, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers, December 4, 1973.
Those present were: William D.
Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist; Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy; Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Dewey Mann,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, and the City
Attorney, James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William
Reverend Westlund gave the invocation.

Gibson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; Councilman Paul Hill stated that he would
like to make a correction of the minutes of the last Council Meeting.
He pointed out that on page 146 of the minutes of the last Council
Meeting, the bid from C & 0 Motors should have been shown as $3,350.73
and not $3,353.73 as the minutes read. Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy made a motion that the minutes of the last Council Meeting be
approved as amended. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.

I

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT; Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of
the Finance Committee, stated that at the close of business on October
31, 1973, the General Fund had a cash balance of $18, 456.19. The
receipts for the month of November were $33,360.54. This made a
total of $51,816.73. The disbursements for the month of November
were $40,315.45. This left a cash balance in the General Fund as
of December 1, 1973 of $11,501.28.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department
Committee, stated that he had talked with the Fire Chief the night
before the Council Meeting, and he requested that the bids for the
emergency rescue truck for the Fire Department be held in the
Committee until the next Council Meeting.
Mayor Gibson reported on the Sanitary Sewer Agreement between
Nitro Sanitary Board and the Rock Branch Public Service District. He
stated that the Sanitary Board had a meeting the day of the Council
Meeting involving the Nitro Sanitary Board, two engineers, and an
attorney. The Mayor added that they have scheduled a meeting for
Wednesday, December 12, 1973 in the Council Chambers beginning at
8:00 p.m. involving the Nitro Sanitary Board, the Rock Branch Public
Service District, and the City Council in an effort to see what the
possibilities were toward forming a joint venture in using one
sanitary plant, the Nitro plant, for sewage treatment.

I

Mayor Gibson reported on the transfer of the Blakes Creek/Armour
Creek Watershed property. He stated that on November 16, 1973 he
talked with Mr. Chester Johnson, the Watershed Coordinator of the
Regional Development Authority, an arm of the Kanawha County Court.
The Mayor stated that Mr. Johnson said that he would draft up that
day a court order that he could take to the Kanawha County Court
Commissioners to have them sign, thereby deeding the Watershed

property over to the City of Nitro. The Mayor went on to say that
he had been in touch with Mr. Johnson once since this discussion,
and he is still working on the matter. The Mayor further added
that the last contact he had made with Mr. Johnson, he had not
yet gotten the court order signed. Councilman Lilly stated
that maybe we should have a letter sent to Mr. Johnson requesting
a court order and a copy of it sent to the County Commissioners.
Councilman Lilly went on to say that in the letter, we should
strongly request some disposition on this Watershed property.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson
asked Councilman Lilly if he intended this to be in the form of a
motion. Councilman Lilly replied that he did. The Mayor asked
if there were any further question concerning the letter that
was proposed to be sent - All Council voted in favor of constructing
and sending a letter to Mr. Chester Johnson which would, in turn,
be sent to the Kanawha County Court Commissioners.
Mayor Gibson reported on the contractor working in the
Blakes Creek/Armour Creek area. The Mayor stated that he had been
in touch with the company that is supposed to be working in this
area and they have advised him that there is no work being done
at the present time, and they have no intentions of moving any
heavy equipment in or out within the next few days. The Mayor
went on to say that he has asked them to "touch base" with himself
or the Police Department before they bring any heavy equipment
in or out of the Blakes Creek/Armour Creek area. The Mayor added
that they replied that they would do so.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to appoint an Ordinance
Committee to exist for awhile of three Councilman to work on the
ordinance problems of our City, and let these three gentlemen
decide or make a report to the Council as to what direction they
would like us to travel in in the future on the up-grading of
our City ordinances. He went on to state that he would like
to designate as Chairman, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, and Councilman Thomas Lilly as members of this
Committee.

I

I

Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist about
the success of the special leave pick-up that was begun on Monday,
November 26, and extended throughout Friday, November 30, 1973.
Councilman Tidquist stated that from his observations it was a
success and that there have been very few bags of leaves on the
curbs. However, he added that there are bound to b e a few left
out. The Mayor added that as far as he knew it was a "smashing
success." He added that he, too, was sure that maybe some people
had put theirs out a little late after the truck had already gone
by. Councilman Tidquist went on to say that we haven't had too
many plugged-up drains with the exception of last week. Mayor
Gibson added that most of the complaints concerning plugged-up
drains occurred prior to the leaf pick-up drive.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that'he contacted Logan
Company, the company that we purchased the tree chipper from.
He went on to say that it is now on the truck and is supposed to
be on its way. He added that where it is at and how it will get
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here probably depends on the fuel situation. Councilman Tidquist
further added thaton their bid they stated a delivery date of 90
days, so it looks as if they will be about three weeks ahead of time.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he thought that
Councilman Tidquist would report on the activities open last week
concerning the Christmas lights. Councilman Tidquist reported
that last week there was quite a distrubance over Christmas lights
being lighted and turned on, so the City went around the next day
and disconnected them. He added that they were turned on again
last week for the parade and turned off the next day. He went on
to say that it seems that the business people have paid for these
lights in the past years, and they felt that they should be the
controlling factor as far as turning the lights on is concerned.
He went on to say that the Lions Club voted that the lights be
turned back on when the Businessmen's Association wanted them turned
back on. He added that some felt that in West Virginia we do not
really have a shortage on electrical power, and also Appalachian
said that there was no shortage as far as they were concerned.
He
further added that the Businessmen's Association has scheduled a
meeting for next Monday, December 10, 1973.
He added that the
question was brought up in their last meeting as to whether they
wanted the lights turned back on or not. He added that the Lions
Club has agreed to go along with their decision. Mayor Gibson
added that the lights have only been on two nights since the time
they were erected. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that he understood that the lights at the bridge are turned on and off with the
street lights. The Mayor replied that they were turned on and off
automatically with the street lights. He added that they are
dusk-to-dawn lights. Councilman Tidquist added that others burn
all day. The Mayor added that there is no way to turn them off.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that the Lions Club has nothing
to say about the situation.
Councilman Tidquist added that this is
correct. They only put them up and take them down.
Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen further added that the business people have
purchased these lights and have several thousand dollars invested
in them. He added that it is not the Lions Club decision to tell
them to turn them on or off. He went on to say that the if you see
the lights burning you will know that the business people in town
have made the decision. Councilman Tidquist also reported that they
are wondering if it was possible that the City help them pay the
electric bill on these lights. He added that they were trying to
get it in the budget but have not done this to date. He added that
if the City could see their way clear that he was sure the Lions
Club and the Businessmen's Association would appreciate it. The
Mayor added that we could consider putting it in a Committee.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that maybe it could be put in
the Finance Committee. The Mayor added that it would be nice if the
lights could be turned off a midnight, 1:00 a.m., or daybreak.
He
added that burning them all day does create a certain amount of
questioned in some people's minds. The Mayor went on to say that
he was sure ttiat any decision the Businessmen's Association came
up with will be satisfactory.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Police Committee,
reported that he would like to inform Council that last week the
City accepted delivery on a 1974 Police Cruiser that was ordered
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approximately four or five months. He added that we currently
have on hand a 1971 Dodge that was in excess of 80,000 miles,
a 1973 Plymouth that has in excess of 30,000 miles. He went on
to say that as Council recalls that at the recommendation of the
Police Committee we allocated funds for two 1974 Police Cruisers.
He added that we have received one. Councilman Lilly further added
that he would like to request permission to submit bids for another
new Police Cruiser. Mayor Gibson inquired as to whether or not
the cruiser and the communication radio would be purchased
separately. Councilman Lilly replied that this was correct.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the City had a trade-in.
Councilman Lilly replied that we had no trade-in. He further stated
that with the acquisition of new policemen, we actually need one
more cruiser. Councilman Paul Hill seconded Councilman Lilly's
recommendation. The Mayor asked if this was in the form of a
motion. Councilman Lilly replied that it was.
The Mayor asked
if the bids were to be opened at the next Council Meeting.
Councilman Lilly answered that they were. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen inquired if the bids would be accompanied by the same specification sheet as the previous bid. Councilman Lilly replied that
we would use the same specification sheet deleting the trade-in
All Council voted in favor of submitting bids for a new Police Cruiser
Councilman Mann reported that he had a preliminary report on
the Ordinance Meeting that was held on Monday night before the
Council Meeting. He reported that he had called the Michie
Company in Charlottesville, Virginia, and talked with the president. Councilman Mann went on to say that he would send his people
in here and completely codify Nitro's ordinances so that they would
be in harmony with, and in no way conflict with, the State Code or
the lastest decisions of the Supreme Court. He added that these
people would add to and eliminate the matter so the City could
be legally and properly governed. Councilman Mann further reported
that the president said that for the size of Nitro, it would
probably encompass about 160-175 pages of ordinances at a cost of
$3,200. He will send particulars and a sample Code in the mail
to show what this would involve. Councilman Mann went on to say
that this cost of $3,200 would give the City 50 copies in looseleaf form. He added that at the same time and the president of
Michie Company were talking about the cost of a State Code, and
for the 21 volumes the cost would be $350 for just a copy of the
Code. Councilman Lilly asked Councilman Mann if he was recommending
that the City purchase this Code and if it was in the form of a
motion. Councilman Mann stated that maybe we should wait and take
it up in the Committee because the president of Michie Company is
going to send a sample Code. He added that Mr. Kessinger probably
knows what this will be. Mr. Kessinger asked if this was the West
Virginia Code. Councilman Mann answered thatit would be a sample
code of their ordinances. Mr. Kessinger replied that St. Albans
had one and you could get a sample copy from any city. Councilman
Mann asked Mr. Kessinger if he was familiar as to how this procedure was done. Mr. Kessinger replied that he was.
Councilman
Mann further added that after it is finished, they will go over
it with us. Councilman Mann went on to say that this must take
some time and they have to stay on it. He added that when they
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have completed their work, they will go over it with the City
Attorney in every way. Mr. Kessinger stated that it is called
"edity"; that is, they edit what we have and print it, putting it
in bound volumes. Mr. Kessinger went on to explain that they might
put it in two bound volumes plus several loose leaves, checking
the footnotes and bringing it up to date. Councilman Mann went
on to say that the Michie Company is going to write a letter and
send complete information. He added that maybe we should wait
until we get the letter and information before we go any further.
Councilman Hill made a motion that the Council Meeting be
adjourned.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor. The Meeting was adjourned with prayer by Reverend
Wes tlund.

Mayor^X
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NTTRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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December 18, 1973
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers at Nitro City Hall at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December
18, 1973. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton,
City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy; Councilman Dewey Mann;
Councilman Paul Hill; Councilman Vernon Casebolt; Councilman Thomas
Lilly; and the City Attorney, James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
The invocation was given by Reverend William Westlund.
At the beginning of the Council Meeting, Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist, on behalf cf the Nitro City Council, presented Mayor Gibson
with a gift of an engraved gavel. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated
that the Council felt that this would keep people in line and call the
attention as to what is being done at City Hall. The Mayor said he
felt extremely honored that the Council would present him with a gift.
The Mayor further stated that he sincerely appreciated the gift and
that Council "must expect me to get hardnosed." He added that it was very
nice and thanked the Council once again.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion
that the Council Meeting Minutes of the last meeting be accepted.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT; Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee^stated that he had a correction to
make on the November Financial Statement. He added that on the first
short page of the statement, that page having the proofs, the proof
for July is seen on the Statement as $1,708. He further added that
it should read $51,708. Councilman Lilly asked if there were any
questions as to the November expenditures. Councilman Lilly went on
to say that he would like to make a motion that this Financial Statement
be approved as submitted. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the
motion - All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Police Department Committee,
commented on the bids for the 1974 Police Cruiser. He stated that we
had received two bids. The bids were as follows:
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(1)

Capitol Chrysler Plymouth located in South Charleston, W. Va.
The bid was for $3,539.75 and 90 days was the delivery date.

(2)

Landers Chevrolet located in Hurricane, W. Va.
The bid was for $3,726.30, net price delivered in Nitro.
The total cost is $4,092 with the additions of an air
conditioner and an AM radio.

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist asked Councilman Lilly if this
was the way that he understood the bid from Landers Chevrolet. Councilman Lilly stated that Landers is showing the net delivery price of
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the basic automobile with the 8 cylinder, 4 door, 6 passenger with the
required information which was $3,726.30. Then the additionals, if
you want the air conditioner and the AM radio, are: air conditioner,
$315.90 and the AM radio, $50.70. The total cost would be $4,092.
The delivery date is 6 to 8 weeks. Councilman Lilly went on to
explain that on the Capitol Chrysler Plymouth bid, their net price
is $3,539.75. He stated that they added $350 for the air conditioner
and $60 for the AM radio. The total cost would be $3,949.75.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked how these bids compared to the
bids on the last Police Cruiser. Councilman Lilly stated that these
bids were approximately $300 higher than the bids on the last cruiser.
Councilman Lilly made a recommendation that these bids be put in the
Police Department Committee and a report made at the next Council
Meeting.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department
Committee, reported on the bids for the Rescue Body and the Chassis
for the Fire Department. Councilman Casebolt added that they have
ran into a small problem. He explained that the Fire Chief has
been in the hospital; however, he has worked very hard on this
situation. Councilman Casebolt stated that one bid did not meet
the specifications and one bid was not signed. He added that the
bid that was not signed was the low bid. Councilman Casebolt
explained that the Fire Chief went to these people and asked them to
sign it. However, they informed him that during the time the bids
have been in the Fire Department Committee, the price has increased
$256 on the truck. He went on to say that the Fire Chief has called
various places; and all have increased except for the high bid, which
did not increase and did not meet the specifications. He went on to
say that we still have the one that increased $256 which is still
the lower bid. It was Childers Chevrolet located in Nitro, W. Va.
He added that the Fire Department would like to order this cab
and chassis from Childers if the Council will approve the extra
$256. Councilman Casebolt stated that the price would be $3,006.
Mayor Gibson asked if Childers Chevrolet was willing to sign the bid
with the price increase included. Councilman Casebolt stated that
talking with the Fire Chief, yes; he was. He went on to say that
he had not met with the Fire Chief yet but the way he understands it,
Childers would sign the bid. Mayor Gibson asked if the Committee
could make a recommendation on the bid or would they like to keep
it in the Committee. Councilman Casebolt stated that he was afraid
to leave it in the Committee because the price might go up another
$256. Councilman Paul Hill inquired about the body. Councilman
Casebolt stated that they had received one bid on the body, and it
was what the Department wanted and is in the right price range
and meets the Chief's specifications. Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked who was going to put the body on. Councilman Casebolt explained that the body comes according to a picture he showed Council installed on the chassis. He added that the Committee would like
to make a recommendation that the City order this chassis from Childers
Chevrolet in Nitro. Councilman Hill asked if this was in the form
of a motion. Councilman Casebolt explained yes, that this was two
different bids although the two go together. Councilman Lilly
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor of purchasing
the cab and chassis from Childers Chevrolet. Councilman Casebolt
went on to say that he would like to recommend that the City purchase the rescue body from Stewart Equipment Company in Charleston
to be installed on the chassis when it arrives. He went on to say
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that we have to get this ordered by the 20th of December or we will
suffer an increase in the cost of it.
Councilman Casebolt made a
a motion that the rescue body be ordered. Councilman Paul Hill
seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor of purchasing this
rescue body from Stewart Equipment Company.
Councilman Dewey Mann, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee,
reported on the result of the Ordinance Meeting, December i2B 1973.
He stated that they discussed the proposal from the Michie Publishing
Company in Charlottesville, Virginia to codify our ordinances. He
added that the Committee agreed or recommended that we should go ahead
with the proposal. He added that this company has been highly
recommended and that they sent us a code that they had done for
Montgomery. Councilman Mann went on to say that they had called the
Mayor of Montgomery', and he said that they were extremely efficient
and reliable. He went on to say that the Mayor of Montgomery did
riot feel the cost was too great. He further added that our City
Attorney indicated that maybe we should have negotiated a little on
the price. He further added that our Attorney called the President
of the Michie Company; and in order to expediate our codification of
our ordinances, it would be necessary for he (the City Attorney)
and a member of the Council to spend at least two days in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Otherwise, it would take 4, 5, or 6 months for them to
get their representative here. He went on to say that the Committee
would like to have the authority to act and desginate someone to go
to Charlottesville with the City Attorney. Councilman Mann further
stated that this Councilman would not necessarily have to be a member
of the Committee, just a member of Council. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that he could understand why the President of the Michie
Company wants us to bring our load of materials down there. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen pointed out several reasons why we should
negotiate with the Michie Company. First of all, we are going to do
preliminary work before we go. Second, if someone goes down there
and goes through the process of getting everything in order, this is
not the final drafting. It is just a matter of getting all the work
done and then sending it back. Mr. Kessinger, the City Attorney,
stated that we will take what we have already accomplished as far as
the ordinances that are particular to Nitro. He added that with a
couple more meetings we should be finished with what we need to take
to Charlottesville.
He went on to say that then we will meet with
the Michie Company and have it checked for conflicts and codified.
He went on to say that the Company has a multilith machine for printing
and will give us whatever copies we specify. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen went on to say that he was thinking that whoever we send down
there and goes over the entire process, this would not be the final
step. Mr. Kessinger stated that as he understands it, it would take
some additional work here before going, maybe three more meetings;
and then we would go down there for two days to explain to them everything that we want. They would send us a rough draft of what they have
set up for printing. If this is suitable to Council, the Council will
give the go ahead, and the Michie Company will send us the final
copy. Mr. Kessinger further stated that the charter situation was
also discussed. Councilman Mann stated that they w>uld take the present
charter and put a price of $300 to print it. Councilman Mann further
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stated that according to their letter, the Michie Company would
draft, where necessary or advisable, new ordinances and submit them
for approval. Mayor Gibson stated that they have quoted us a price
of $3,200. He added that it appears that they are going to start
from scratch and work until they have a finished product. He
added that $3,200 sounds like a lot of money; still it is not
a lot of money when you are up-grading everything you have done for
40 years. He added that he is wondering how we are eventually
going to end up moneywise after sending the Attorney and a Councilman to Charlottesville.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added
that according to their letter, they were going to do all the work
for $3,200. Mr. Kessinger stated that he did not understand the
letter this way. Councilman at Large Priddy stated he thought
they would meet with the attorney and Committee here. Mr. Kessinger
explained that all the City will get for $3,200 as he understands
it is what he would call a "stock book." Mr. Kessinger went on to
say that these have been used throughout the United States; and after:
this is completed, they sit down with the City Attorney and draft
what is particular to Nitro. He added that he did not think that
they were taking anything from scratch and going through it in this
fashion. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he though they
would take everything from scratch. He went on to say that what
work we have accomplished will be taken to Charlottesville, and this
will reduce the amount of work that the Michie Company will have to
do except the printing aspect. He added that he is not willing to
pay $3,200 for printing. He further stated that if we take everything
we have and get a good set of ordinances, then he would go along with
it. Mayor Gibson stated that evidently this is what the Michie has
done for the other cities. He stated that St. Albans has done this.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he saw St. Albans' copy
and it was very good. Councilman Mann added that they have to use
the present ordinances. Mr. Kessinger stated that usually what they
say is that when they begin they specify that anything that is
omitted from the ordinance book that they are going to codify and
is contained in the original ordinance book is to be considered
part of the book they are revising. Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that in a way, the purpose of this is to get rid of some
of the ordinances that have no function. Councilman at Large
Tidquist" asked if he did not hear someone say that they were going
to try to negotiate the price. Mr. Kessinger stated that the gentleman he talked with does not know what work is to be done. He added
that this gentleman was in reference to coming in with no work having
been done. Mr. Kessinger also added that the Michie Company is used
to picking up a better system than what we presently have. He
went on to say that he requested that the gentleman come in, but
time does not permit this for several months. So it is a question
of whether or not they should be expedited or wait until he comes
here or mail the product to him. Mayor Gibson read a portion of
the letter from the Michie Publishing Company:
In addition, our editors will draft, where necessary
or advisable, new ordinances and will submit them to and
discuss them with your City Attorney. We will also draft,
where needed, amendments to the existing ordinances.
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Mr. Kessinger stated that he has to know what we want. Mayor
Gibson asked the Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, Councilman Mann,
if he wanted to keep this in the Committee or did he feel he could
make a good report to the Council tonight. Mayor Gibson further s'tated
that his big question was how the City would end up financially as
opposed to what I read into this letter. What kind of money are we
talking about? Mr. Kessinger added that they could not send a representative for the next six months. He went on to say that he asked
what alternatives we had, which was how about us going there. Councilman Mann added that if they send someone here, we will have to pay
for it. If we send someone there, we will have to pay the expenses.
We have to pay either way. Councilman Lilly stated that it would be
cheaper for us to send a Councilman than for them to send an attorney.
Councilman Casebolt stated that we definitely need our ordinances and
that he would like to make a motion that we accept the Committee's
recommendation. Mayor Gibson asked what the Committee's recommendation
was. Councilman Casebolt stated that it was that we send the City
Attorney and some member of Council down there with our ordinances
as soon as we have finished here in order to "get the ball rolling."
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson asked
if this was the recommendation of the Committee. Councilman Mann
stated that we have to operate on the basis of this proposal hoping
that it will be less. Councilman Casebolt stated that the way he
understands it we are going to negotiate by going down there. Councilman Mann further explained that they have quoted a price of $14.25
per page. Councilman Lilly stated that they are using a base price
of X number of dollars and $14.25 per page thereover. He went on
to say that some of the cities the size of Nitro, speaking in the
realm of 8,000 to 9,000 population, have a total print-out in the
neighborhood of 622 pages. He went on to say that this being the case,
we are looking at a possible cost of anywhere between $5,000 to
$10,000 assuming they send representatives here. On the other hand,
there is a good possibility that if we gather up what ordinances are
needed and have a representative of the City along with the City
Attorney go to Virginia and spend two days with them, they can take
this; and based on what they have available there, can pretty well
put it together to get a basic print-out of what it would be. Then
it would be up to the Council to decide whether they want to go this
price. Councilman Lilly further explained that up to this time,
we Should not have spent a lot of money on them but transportation
and what fee that they would charge us to do this.
Mr* Kessinger
stated that the Michie Company is the only company that does this sort
of thing throughout the United States and that encompasses a lot of
cities. Therefore, they are very busy. Councilman Mann stated
that the sample the Michie Company sent contained 400 pages. Councilman Mann further stated that he said that this was more than was
ordinarily necessary. Councilman Lilly added that he (the gentleman
from Michie Company) had estimated Nitro's to be about 300 pages.
Mr. Kessinger stated that until we give them our material, it will
be difficult for them to quote us a price. Mayor Gibson stated
that there was a motion on the floor that had been duly seconded All Council voted in favor of sending the City Attorney and a Councilman
to Charlottesville, Virginia in an effort to codify our City ordinances.
Mayor Gibson reported on the progress toward the transfer of the
Blakes Creek/Armour Creek Watershed property to the City of Nitro.
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He added that he had received a letter from the Regional Development
Authority regarding this property transfer and requested that the
letter be made a part of the minutes. Mayor Gibson read the letter
aloud in the Council Meeting.

I

Mayor Gibson also stated that before going into new business,
he would like to take this opportunity to make a few complimentary
statements. He added that he wanted to publicly thank each and
every Councilman sitting around the table for the tremendous amount
of cooperation, dedication, and hard work which you have demonstrated during the year of 1973, in our efforts to move the City of
Nitro forward. He went on to say that you have all exercised a
tremendous amount of team spirit and I personally feel that we are
just beginning to shift into high gear.
He added that he would also like to thank our City Recorder,
Tom Melton. He has certainly been easy to work with and extremely
cooperative. I am very grateful to him and would like to extend this
out to all the City employees.
Mayor Gibson also reported on a meeting involving the Nitro
Sanitary Board held in the Council Chambers on December 12, 1973.
A copy is included as part of the minutes and was also passed out to
each individual Councilman.
Mr. Kessinger explained that he had a resolution that he wanted
to introduce to Council calling for a public meeting to be held on
January 15, 1974 at 7:00 in the p.m. at the Council Room. The
resolution was read as follows:

I

Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City
of Nitro, West Virginia, at a regular meeting held on
December 18, 1973, that notice be given to all subscribers
and users of the Sanitary System of the City of Nitro
of a public meeting to be held on January 15, 1974, at
7:00 o'clock in the p.m. in the Council Room of the City
as required by Chapter 8, Article 8, Section 3 of the Code
of West Virginia of 1931, as last amended, by publication
as therein specified.
Mr. Kessinger further explained that he wanted to introduce two
copies of a proposed amendment to the existing Sanitary Sewer
Rate Ordinance and a copy was passed down each side of the Council
table. He went on to say that this will amend the previous Rate
Ordinance. He stated that if you are familiar with the old ordinance,
you might turn to page 3. Here is the pertinent information.
He also added that he would pass out copies of the proposed resolution.
This resolution and amended ordinance will have to be published once
a week in the local newspaper for three consecutive weeks, and then
a public meeting to be held before the final adoption of the resolution
and the amended ordinance. He further added that it is necessary by
law that we allow the public the opportunity to come in and be
heard. Mr. Kessinger went on to say that the resolution he has
passed out sets forth the time of the public meeting prescribed
by the Council for January 15, 1974. He further added that he would
have to draft a notice to be published in the local newspaper setting
forth this public meeting. He went on to say that the amended
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ordinance was drafted by Mr. Vaughn, the attorney for the Sanitary
Board. The only thing I drafted was the resolution to put the
ordinance into effect. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen inquired as to
the two different rates mentioned in the ordinance, one inside rate
and one outside rate. Mr. Kessinger explained that he is not
familiar with this ordinance because the Sanitary Board attorney
drafted it. He explained once again that he only drafted the
resolution. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked Mayor Gibson what
his recommendation was and what the Sanitary Board attorney had to
say about the ordinance. Mayor" Gibson stated that this is to be
debated before the Public Service Commission; they will have the
final say. Councilman Lilly added that on the notice, this is to be
publicized and then we have the public meeting on January 15, 1974.
He further added that it is then the next Council Meeting that we
take up this particular ordinance. Is this correct? Mr. Kessinger
asked what night January 15, 1974 fell on. The City Recorder,
Thomas Melton, replied that it was a Council Meeting night, the third
Tuesday night in January. Mr. Kessinger stated that they had prescribed to have the public meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers and the Council Meeting at 8:00 p.m. Mr. Kessinger stated
that it has to be advertised three times. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen asked if there would be copies available at this public meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that we can make copies. He added that the
final adoption would not take place until after the public hearing.
Councilman Mann inquired if this ordinance was predicated entirely
on Nitro. Mayor Gibson stated that as he understands, it has nothing
to do with the Rock Branch Public Service District whatsoever.
Councilman Mann asked that if this amended ordinance is adopted and
subsequent to this Rock Branch is admitted or brought into the Nitro
Sewery System, then will anohter ordinance have to be drafted. Mayor
Gibson answered that if this amended ordinance is adopted and Rock
Branch is admitted, this rate ordinance would have to be amended.
Another rate ordinance would have to be presented to the Public
Service Commission. If approved and the out-lying area brought in,
the residents from Nitro at that time would be entitled to a small
reduction in their monthly sanitary bill. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that the only thing that he had reference to was this
" . . . outside the corporate limits . . . " and how they could turn
this around with the legal aspects. He added that it was more than
proposed before. Mayor Gibson stated that he thought the CPA was
acting in our best interest and trying to get this outside rate
incorporated. He added that if they get it through the Public Service
Commission, it would be to our advantage. Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy made a motion that the Council accept this resolution as read.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson added that he would also like to publicly thank the
news media who have helped the City of Nitro tremendously. He added
that this goes for the Kanawha Valley Leader, the Charleston Gazette,
the Charleston Daily Mail, and various radio stations plus anyone else
who has been involved in keeping the people of Nitro and the surrounding
area informed as to the happenings here at City Hall.
Mayor Gibson further stated that we have discussed in the past
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and have allocated money for the erection of a City Garage to house
City equipment which would provide for better over-all operation
and maintenance of our vehicles and enable us to provide better
service to our citizens. He went on to say that he had been
informed by the agent who represents the Penn Central Railroad
Company that there are two acres of land for sale adjacent to a
tract of land that is presently being sold in the down river
direction adjoining the United Warehouse Distributor Company below
the Interstate 64. The land fronts on a 50 ft. right-of-way owned
by the West Virginia Department of Highways and extends back to the
land owned by the City where the sanitary treatment plant is situated. He went on to say that we could purchase this land for
$13,500 per acre. If two acres were purchased, we would be speaking
in terms of $27,000. The Mayor went on to say that we are in
desperate need of a City Garage where we can maintain our equipment
and house it as much as possible. He added that we are presently
working in the heart of town in the business district. He stated
that it is very difficult at times to get things done and we are
not setting a good example, allowing some of our broken-down
equipment to be parked around in the main part of town. Councilman
at Large Priddy asked if any of the Committee members looked over the
property. Mayor Gibson answered that not that he knows of but
that everyone on the Building and Planning Committee is familiar
with where the property is situated. The Mayor suggested that it
might be good if it did go into the Building and Planning Committee,
and he added that he would like to see all the Councilmen take a look
at this property. He added that we are talking about quite a bit
of money. Councilman Lilly added that he had seen the area and he
knew that in the last year and half there has been several locations
considered where this particular maintenance building could be built.
He added that of all the areas he has seen himself, he felt that
this would be an ideal spot for a maintenance building. He added
that he did know' that the cost of the land within this vicinity
was a lot greater than $13,500 per acre. Councilman, at Large Dr.
Allen asked if he had reference to the going price. Councilman
Lilly replied that he did. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that
he wondered if we could not purchase land closer to Nitro. He
added that the price might be greater, but you will spend a lot of
time making trips back and forth down there. He went on to say that
by the time you move equipment back and forth you would be spending
a lot of time on the road and not accomplishing anything. He added
that he wondered if there was any land in this area closer to the
railroad tracks. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he did not
know of any land available in that area. Councilman Lilly added that
we had looked into the possibility of taking part of the park parking
lot and the Council knows the results of this. Councilman at Large
Tidquist'explained that he was thinking of the area by the Railroad
station or the depot. He added that, however, the area mentioned
by the Mayor was well and good. Councilman at Large Priddy added
that he thought Republic Steel owns the property where the mobile
homes sales is located. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that
the distance from here down to the Sanitary Plant was what he was
thinking about. He went on to say that his only objective was the
amount of time you would spend going back and forth and the fuel
situation as it is. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked when we had
to let the owner know of our decision. Mayor Gibson answered that he
did not think that there was any great rush. A coup>le more weeks
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would not have any bearing on it. Councilman at Large Priddy added
that a couple more weeks would allow everyone to get a chance to
go down and look the property over. Mayor Gibson stated that personally he would rather it go into a Committee and give everyone an
opportunity to go down and look at it. He added that Paul Hill
was the Chairman of the Building and Planning Committee. Councilman
Hill stated that he would like to make a motion to put this situation
in the Committee and report back to Council. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson reported that our City Attorney would like to add
another comment on the proposed amendment to the existing sanitary
sewer rate ordinance. Mr. Kessinger stated that we have adopted
the resolution but we did not have the first reading of the proposed
amendment to the existing sanitary sewer rate ordinance. He added
that he thought this was the intent: to have the first reading and
then publish the resolution. He added that we would then have the
public meeting on Janury 15, 1974 and then set aside to adopt it on
January 15, 1974. Or, he went on to say, that we could adopt it at
some later date. He explained that if you don't have the first
reading tonight, then you would not have time to get the three
publications in before January 15, 1974. Mr. Kessinger added that
this was up to the Council, but he just wanted to bring this to
their attention. According to the calendar you would have to read
it tonight in order to have time to publish it three times prior to
the public meeting. If you want to pass the ordinance on January
15, 1974, you must read it tonight. Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that if we have it to do, we might as well do it tonight.
Councilman Lilly stated that in other words, by having a reading
tonight, advertising it three times, then the second reading would
follow"the public meeting and it would go into effect then. Mr.
Kessinger stated that it would give you the opportunity to act on
it January 15, 1974 if you so desire. Councilman at Large Lilly
added that we should probably have the first reading tonight. He
*
asked if this ordinance would be published. Mr. Kessinger replied
*
that the notice would be published along with the ordinance. Coun- v
cilman at Large Priddy asked if the reading would just encompass
the reading of the heading. Mr. Kessinger replied that it would.
Mayor Gibson read the heading of the ordinance aloud in the Council
Meeting. Mayor Gibson added that further down in the ordinance it
mentions in terms of $1,275,000, the total amount of money necessary.
He added that it also says, " . . . Whereas the Environmental
Protection Agency of the United States of America authorizes to grant
the City of Nitro through the West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources the amount of $950,000.00 or seventy five (75) per cent
of the cost of the project, and which grant requires the said City
to demonstrate to the Environmental Protection Agency of United
States of America, its ability to pay the remaining cost of said project; . . ."He added that each Councilman would get a copy of the
amended ordinance and could read it word-for-word. He added
that once again, it would not be enacted until after the public hearing.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that this would be the
first reading. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
Councilman Mann began with new business. He reported that in
their discussion, they were talking about the possibility of purchasing
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a West Virginia Code for the City. He added that it was the opinion
that it might be advisable to propose this to Council. He added
that the cost was $350. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if
it would be in the ordinances. Councilman Lilly stated that it was
the State Code and came in twenty-one volumes. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that we should talk to the "finance-man
first." Councilman Mann added that this was the recommendation
from the Committee; that is, to purchase the State Code. Mayor
Gibson asked if this was in the form of a motion. Councilman Mann
stated that he would like to make a motion to purchase the West
Virginia Code. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Lilly reported that he had a situation that has been
predominant in his Ward since last April. He further reported that
it resulted in our police being dispatched in a certain area for
approximately 25 different times. He added that anumber of warrants
have been issued pro and con. He further added that he would like
to make a recommendation that the City send to the ones involved
a letter inviting them into City Hall and having the Chief of
Police and the City Attorney, along with the Mayor, try to arbitrate
whatever the problem is in this particular area. He went on to
say that maybe they could come up with some sort of solution that
would take the strain off our Police Department in that general
area. Mayor Gibson 'inquired if Councilman Lilly could supply
us with a list of the individuals involved and their addresses.
Councilman Lilly answered that he would. The Mayor further inquired
if Councilman Lilly wanted the Judge to be part of the meeting.
Councilman Lilly replied that hopefully the Judge and the City
Attorney could be part of this. He added that this is a problem that
is manifesting itself and he had concern that it might lead to
violence unless something is resolved. He added that he thinks
this is about the only step that is left to resolve this particular
problem. Mayor Gibson asked who Councilman Lilly would like to
have sign the letter. Councilman Lilly replied that he would like
the Mayor to sign the letter; and hopefully in the letter, stipulate
that the Judge, City Attorney, Chief of Police will be there.
He added that he can supply the information from the police docket
as to what has happened during this period of time. He went on to
say that hopefully they can maybe solve this situation. He further
added that the last meeting that was held did solve the problem;
however, the meeting did not pertain to this particular situation.
The Mayor asked if any Councilman objected to this. Councilman at
Large Priddy added that he did not object if it will solve the
problem. The Mayor added that, "We are all in harmony. I will be
happy to sign the letter."
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported that the Street Department
Superintendent, Mr. Williams, would like to have a salt spreader
to put on the back of the pick-up truck so that we can salt the
streets and hills down during the winter time. He went on to say
that the employees can do a much faster job and a much better
job because now we are doing it with a shovel and it is generally
lying in piles, instead of being scattered out. The Mayor stated
that he thought money had already been appropriated. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen added that one is needed out in Brookhaven.
Mayor Gibson went on to say that what Councilman Tidquist is
saying is that you would like Mr. Williams to present these

I

I

I

• •*'••<

Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City
of Nitro, West Virginia, at a regular meeting held on December 18, 1973, that notice be given to all subscribers and
users of the Sanitary System of the City of Nitro of a public
meeting to be held on January 15, 1974, at 7:00 o'clock in the
p.m. at the Council Room of the City as required by Chapter 8,
Article 8, Section 3 of the Code of West Virginia of 1931,
as last amended, by publication as therein specified.
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Plumbirrr Codo-Ador.f ed.

Save and except such p<^-rl.ons as ore hereinafter deleted,
modified or amended, fie 1971 edition of the Southern Standard
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fron the date on which this chapter "''all take effect shall be
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''Section 10'^ Licensino and Binding of T lumbers."
"109.. 1 Gene?-al ,
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" (a) The Mayor i? herc-b" autliorixed to appoint a Board of
Examiner? for the examination and re<~ ' stration of plumbers. Said
board shall consist o?" one licensed i mrn^yT'ian plumber and one
licensed master plumber and the Plumb i.ng Official.
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separate, c o v e r , I ;nn s e n d i n g \u a copy of a Code that we published
through ( l i e i m i l f i I. i th m e t h o d lor Montgomery, West V i r g i n i a . The
Montgomery Cod", may be < - o n s ide rably Larger than would be the Code for
N i t r o , but i I n e v e r t h e l e s s wi ' I serve ;is on i l l u s t r a t i o n of what we
are. recommending l o r your f i f . y .
Our proposal is as { o i l o w s :
We will do a J l of the r e q u i r e d c d i f o r i a J work and will then review
t h e m a n u s c r i p t , with y o u r C M / A t t o r n e y . Once approved, w e then w i l l
publish l > > c n e w ('ode ( h r o u j ' . h ! h e n m l t i l i t h method.
50 copies o f ( he rjnle would h< published for tlie C i t ^ y of N i t r o ,
w i t h 2 r s c 'pie,'; b e i - i j i p l a c e d i c u i i i . ' d a a r n l y in loose leaf binders and made
ready for immediate ur.e. The M - m a i n i n;j, 7 r « copies would be for f u t u r e
use and a d d i t i o n a l h i n d e r s may he ordered when needed,
For all ot f l u ' s work, we u i u ' d J i : : a base pr:i.ce of $3200.00, w h i c h
would be I.he l o t a ! , cos!: of I h- entire project if t h e Code does not
exceed '!'/'.'- paj',es. For each pac.e over 17.'"), if a n y , v/(.: would fi:< a
p r i c e of .:'-J4. ? r> p ( l r pa;.;e..
For a p e r i o d c! t \ ' « ) y e a r s , we w o t t J d supplement the Code on the basis
of .'> 14.50 per paj-.e, w b i e h ccve.rs i he e d i t o r i a l cost and the m a n u f a c t u r i n g
of 50 c o p i e s d f each .- uj-pl.ement al pa;»e so as to update all copie.s of
your Code.

This is a eonciete proposal 'iid may be submitted to your povertilng body.
Tf accepted, we then will, dral't and send you two executed copies of a
formal contract containing the foregoing terms.
Please remember lb.il no money wi '.1 be. due or payable to us until we
complete, the basic editorial mann.Kc.ript.. Only after it has been inspected and approved by your ci' Attorney will any money be due us
because it must: meet w i t h you?- -emplete approval and satisfaction.
T await veur advice and hope ' l a / you '.ill shortly authorize us to
begin wori; on your ordinances.
With every good wish.
S i ncc re l.y vours

CWS : hi)

Chas, W. Suhlett
President
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specifications. Councilman at Large Tidquist replied that this is
correct. Councilman Lilly replied that if the Street Committee
has no objection, he would like Mr. Williams submit the specifications on it. The Maypr . added that Mr. Williams has already done
quite a bit of work on it, and I am certain that he would be
willing to work with the Committee.
Councilman Casebolt reported that we have a very active scout
troop in Nitro. He went on to say that we have one particular
boy working on his eagle scout service project; and to do this, he
has to have a cub scout trail in the vicinity of 2% miles. He
went on to say that Mr. John McGucken has asked Councilman Casebolt
to ask the Council if it has any objections if he made a trail
at the Watershed, starting at our bridge over where it crosses the
creek going around the hill where the trail already is. In addition,
this trail would cross the north end of the lake, across the road,
and up and back down the hollow stopping at the entrance of the
Watershed. He went on to say that we need some trails. This would
not be a blaze trail. It would be an easy, walk trail with the directions painted on trees. He wondered if any Councilman would have
any objection to laying this trail out. Councilman Mann asked
Councilman Casebolt if he wanted a motion. Councilman Casebolt
replied that"he did not want a motion, only their approval. Mayor
Gibson added that this young gentleman and another companion came
up to his home, and the Mayor asked them to get in touch with Mr. t
Casebolt since he is the Chairman of the Recreation Committee.
Councilman Casebolt explained that this happened so fast that he
*
did not get a chance to discuss it with the Committee. He went on
to explain that it was not a secret. In fact, it just happened
yesterday.
Mayor Gibson added that while Councilman Casebolt had the
floor he would like to thank him for bringing his daughter, Debbie,
out to the Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Priddy reported that the new street lights
are progressing as materials are available. He added that he hopjpd
that eventually they will get clear through town. The Mayor adde,d
that they had gotten a lot of complimentary remarks about the lights
in Nitro and that people really appreciate the better lighting system.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported next on new business, and
he asked if the City of Nitro entered into an agreement with the
Kanawha County Health Department on a rat control service at one
time. Councilman at Large Tidquist replied that we did.
Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen asked if they did anything for us. The Mayor
replied that they are supposed to be and we haven't had any complaints
recently. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that he would like
to make one suggestion: ask them to go behind 1107 Main along the
railroad track. He added that they have told him that there are
rats over there "as big as cats." The Mayor assured Dr. Allen that
his request would be honored. The Mayor added that they had received
a lot of complaints during the summer. Councilman at Large Tidquist
reported that over in behind the other side of the railroad track
between Baker School and the fence around the trees, there is an
old sewer line that has been caving in for years. The rats have
made holes and they are buried in the ground. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen answered that these people should be notified, and that
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we are paying them approximately $1,200 to $1,500 per year.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied the resident at 1107 Main
Avenue has a lot of water around his property. Councilman at Large
Tidquist added that this is probably where the rats are coming
from. Councilman at Large Dr.' Allen replied that they do not
"hibernate like bears." Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also reported
that the next Council Meeting is New Year's Day and that he would
not be at the Council Meeting. He added that we should make some
arrangements right now. Malyor Gibson asked what the desire of
the Council was. Councilman at Large Priddy suggested that it be
moved up to the next night which would be Wednesday, January 2, 1974.
The Mayor asked if there were any objections to having the Council
Meeting on January 2, 1974 at 8:00 p.m. Councilman at Large
Tidquist reminded the Council that this was the regular churchmeeting night. Councilman Casebolt suggested having the Council
Meeting on Thursday night, January 3, 1974. It was decided that
the next Council Meeting would be held on Thursday evening, January
3, 1974, at 8:00 p.m.

I

Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council Meeting
be adjourned. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.

•••
\^-

-V

Mayor

,/X,-, s,

/

„,-

-

.,7,'-?

Recorder

I

I

173
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

January 3, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on Thursday, January 3, 1974, beginning at 8:00 p.m.
Those present were William D. Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton, City
Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy; Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist; Councilman Dewey
Mann; Councilman Thomas Lilly; Councilman Paul Hill; Councilman
Vernon Casebolt; and the City Attorney, James Kessinger.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a
motion that the minutes of the Council Meeting of December 18, 1973
be accepted. Councilman Hill seconded the motion - All Council voted
in favor.

I

I

DECEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee,reported that at the close of
business November 30, 1973, the City had a cash balance on hand of
$11,501.28. Receipts for the month of December totaled $58,973.96.
This made a total of $70,475.24. The disbursements for the month of
December were $42,691.41. This left a cash balance on December 31,
1973 of $27,783.83.
Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Police Department Committee, reported on the 1974 police cruiser. He stated that we have
received two bids: one for $4,092 and one for $3,949.75. He added
that he had checked to see if it would be possible due to the cut-back
in gasoline of maybe going to a lighter vehicle, but it has been
ascertained that the amount of miles in a short period of time in
the condition these automobiles are operating on that we would be
wasting our money in going to a lighter vehicle. He went on to say
that it is the recommendation of the Committee and that he would
like to make a motion that we accept the low bid from Plymouth Chrysler
Imperial in the tune of $3,949.75. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if any other communities
were trying any of the smaller cars. Councilman at Large Priddy stated
that he knew of one community in Atlantic Beach, Florida that was
using 6 cylinder Mavericks and Dodge Darts. He went on to say that
they had used these cars for a little better than a year and that they
had experienced good success with the smaller car. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen commented that they were in a different climate than
us. Councilman Lilly added that a lot of concerns operate vehicles
on a rotating basis similar to the military operations. He explained
that a military police organization that he was affiliated with operated
a vehicle 8 hours out of 24 hours, whereas our vehicles are on the
road 24 hours out of 24 hours. He went on to explain that with the
punishment and the amount of miles involved, a lighter vehicle would
not suffice. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen inquired as to how many
cars would this make the Police Department. Councilman Lilly replied
four. The Police Department has one vehicle that has in the neighbor-
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hood of 100,000 miles; one has roughly 80,000; and one has only a
few miles. However, by the time we receive the new police car, the
one with the 100,000 miles will be ready for trade-in. Councilman
at Large Tidquist asked if this police cruiser he was talking about
was the Dodge. Councilman Lilly replied that it was. He stated
that when cars get approximately 120,000 miles of continuous operation, you are pushing the situation if you try to extend beyond this.
He added that we are hoping in the Police Department to be in the
position with the acquisition of this new car that we can have some
schedule basis that on a certain mileage be able to replace the
vehicles and thereby eliminate a lot of the major maintenance
aspects involved. Councilman Casebolt commented that also when you
have 80,000 miles on the speedometer, you have about 50,000 more
miles on the motor - All Council voted in favor of purchasing the
police cruiser from the low bidder, Plymouth Chrysler Imperial.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Street Committee,
reported on the salt spreader for the Street Department. He added
that he had checked with the Superintendent of the Street Department,
Mr. Gene Williams, who has made numerous inquiries. He went qn££
say that even if we had the specifications now, we could not:%se""t 1
the salt spreader until next winter. He added that we would like to
table this and bring it up at a later Council Meeting - All Council
agreed to Mr. Lilly's request.
Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning
Committee, reported on the possible location for the City Garage.
He stated that due to the holidays, the Committee has not met
but several Councilmen have looked at some land. HOwever, we have
not decided on a suitable place for the City Garage. We would like
to keep it in the Committee and report back at the next Council
Meeting.
Mayor Gibson reported on the Southern Standard Plumbing Code.
He stated that we have discussed this on and off over a period
of time. Mr. Kessinger has prepared an amendment to our present
Plumbing Code for your consideration. If we enact this Southern
Standard Plumbing Code, it will no longer be necessary to use copper plumbing
but plumbers can use plastic. In many instances it is almost impossible to purchase
copper. He went on to say that several contractors have come in and discussed
this matter with him encouraging the Southern Standard Plumbing Code. The Mayor
further reported that we could, if the Council desires, have the first reading on
this tonight. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he would like to make a
motion that we do what is necessary to put this Code into effect. He asked if
we needed an ordinance. Mr. Kessinger, the City Attorney, replied that this Code
book is the ordinance. He explained that what the Council would be doing is
adopting the Southern Standard Plumbing Code in the City of Nitro. He went on to
say that he had not set it out verbatim, but this ordinance will be incorporated
by reference everything that is in the Southern Standard Plumbing Code. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that we have the first reading tonight. Councilman Paul
Hill seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if there was also a
Southern Standard Electrical Code. Mr. Kessinger replied that there was a
Southern Standard Building Code. However, this is separate. Councilman Mann
asked if other cities had adopted this Code. Mr. Kessinger replied that many
cities have done so. He named some examples: St. Albans, South Charleston,
and Charleston. The Mayor stated that the plumbing problems seems to be the most
critical part at this time. He explained that many contractors want to use
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the plastic plumbing instead of copper and the no-hub type plumbing. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen asked if it would not be advisable to come back at the next
Council Meeting and have a reading on the Southern Standard Electrical and Building
Codes also. The Mayor stated that we already have adopted the National Electric
Code which is commonly used throughout the country, but we could go to the
Southern Standard Building Code. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if it would
not be advisable to have this. The Mayor agreed that it would be beneficial and
would like to see it enacted. Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that on this Board
of Examiners, the appointment of the Board of Examiners for the examination and
registration of plumbers set forth shall consist of one licensed journeyman
plmfoer, one licensed master plumber, and the plumbing official. He asked who
the plumbing official is. Mr. Kessinger replied that it is whoever the Mayor
designates. He added that it is normally the Building Inspector. The Mayor replied
that the Building Inspector does a lot of this type of work now with the exception
of the actual sewer tap. Mr. Kessinger explained that this is referring to the
examination to determine whether or not the plumber should be permitted to do
plumbing in the City of Nitro. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked when they
would give this examination. Mr. Kessinger stated that it would be at the time
they prescribe. It is set up similar to the Civil Service Examination. Councilman
Casebolt stated that our licensed plumbers in Nitro cannot go to St. Albans, or
Charleston and do plumbing work without buying a City license there. The Mayor
stated that a licensed plumber in Nitro can go to St. Albans and do work without
taking a St. Albans test and a St. Albans plumber can come over here and do work
without taking a Nitro pluribing test. However, Charleston will not honor a St.
Albans- or a Nitro-licensed plumber. In the past, Nitro and St. Albans has honored
Charles ton-licensed plumbers. The Mayor stated that if we wanted to take a
hard-nosed atitude like Charleston and do not want to honor their licensed
plumbers, then we could drive a hard bargain. The Mayor went on to say that as
far as he knows Charleston will not allow a Nitro plumber or a St. Albans-plumber
to come into Charleston and do plumbing without taking a test for a Charleston
license. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if he supposed it was the fact that we
do not have this Southern Standard Plumbing Code and if this would have a bearing
on it. The Mayor replied that this could very well be. The Mayor stated that he
did not know how long St. Albans had had this Southern Standard Plumbing Code.
Mr. Kessinger stated that they have not had it long. He further added that if
plumbers think that they will do very much p limbing in a particular city, such as
Charleston, they run up there and take the test. He added that you do not run into
as much difficulty as you would think. Mr. Kessinger went on to say that plumbers
are wanting to do a lot more local work now as a result of the energy crisis. Councilman Lilly stated that this could be brought out when they request the Building
Permit. He went on to say that they could put some sort of notification on it as
to who the plumber is if there is any plumbing work to be done. The same thing
would go for the electrical work - All Council voted in favor of adopting the
ordinance. Mayor Gibson read the ordinance aloud in the Council Meeting as the
first reading, a copy of the same being attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson reported that he had a letter from the American Cancer Society
dated December 28, 1973. The Mayor read the letter aloud in the Council Meeting.
The Cancer Society requested a solicitation permit for the annual "Educational
Crusade" to be held during April, with follow-up procedure the first two weeks of
May. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that permission be granted to the
American Cancer Society. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All
Council voted in favor.
Councilman Thomas Lilly reported that he had no new business. However, Councilman at Large Dr. Allen brought up the fact that the Finance Conmittee should have
a meeting. Councilman Lilly stated that there would be a Finance Comnittee meeting

Wednesday, January 9, 1974, beginning at 1:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
Councilman Paul Hill stated that due to the change on January 6, 1974
to Daylight Saving lime and the Council Meeting is at 8:00 p.m., could the
Council Meeting not be changed to 7:00 p.m. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked what advantages there would be to changing the time of the Council Meeting.
Councilman Hill replied that in this way, we would get out of the Council Meeting
earlier. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if they were changing the working
hours at the plant. Councilman Hill replied that they were not, but that he just
wanted to see if the Council Meeting time could be changed. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen asked about the advantages. Councilman Paul Hill replied what was
the use of coming out at 8:00 when you could come at 7:00 and get out earlier.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that we would have to amend our ordinances to
do this. Councilman Hill replied that we are changing our ordinances anyway
so there would be no problem there. The Mayor asked when he would like to have it
changed. Councilman Lilly suggested having a couple of Council Meetings at 7:00
just to see how it would work out. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he
would object to this. The Mayor replied that he did not object and that it did
not matter to him. Councilman at Large Tidquist added that we would not have to
change the ordinance to just try a couple of meetings at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Kessinger
explained that with a vote of Council you chan change the time for the next two
meetings. Then if it suffices you have to do it by changing the ordinance. Councilman Lilly reminded the Council that the next meeting had to begin at 8:00 p.m.
because of the public meeting on the sewer project before the Council Meeting
which is scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied
that he would be a half hour late if the Council Meetings began at 7:00 p.m .
because the Lion's Club meeting is on the same night. He then stated that although
he would be a half hour late, he would go along with it. The Mayor replied that
he would not want to have a conflict with the Lion's Club meetings. Councilman
Paul Hill stated that it was just a thought and that he was not aware that the
Lion's Club had their meetings on the first and third Tuesday, the same as the
Council. Councilman Hill then withdrew his request.
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Councilman Mann reported on the ordinances that the City is in the process
of getting codified. He stated that it had been recommended by the Michie Company
of Charlottesville to send to them our ordinance books so that they can utilize
them to their advantage and save time for the representatives from the City when
they get there. He went on to say that the representatives from the City would
not have to spend as much time on the ordinances in going over them. He went on
to say that the Committee recommended that these ordinances be sent. He further
stated that we also had some supplemental ordinances that the City Attorney has
drawn up and maybe send those also. Councilman Mann further stated that he would
like to make a motion that these ordinance books be sent with the supplemental
ordinances with a letter explaining, and of course, they would be insured. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor of sending the
ordinance books and the supplemental ordinances to the Michie Company in Charlottesville, Virginia.
Councilman Mann further reported that there was a citizen on 40th Street Road
who reported that certain property on 40th Street Road opposite Winter's Store has
an excess accumulation of rubbish that was offensive to the neighborhood. He went
on to say that on inspection on Tuesday, January 1, 1974, by the Mayor, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and Councilman Mann himself, this
report proves to be very factual. He went on to say that he would like to make
a motion that immediate steps be taken to abate this condition; and if not so abated,
this body be given a report as to why it was not. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt. The Mayor asked Councilman Mann if he thought it would be
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advisable to have tteCity Attorney write this gentleman a letter and inform him
of the ordinances. Councilman Mann stated that this was what he had reference to;
that is, that any steps be taken that is necessary. The Mayor added that he had
the owner' s name and address. He went on to say that this man lives in Flroida.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that he had been to this house before in
regard to the bad sewer problem. Councilman Mann pointed out that this particular
situation that I am now discussing involves trash and not the sewage problem that
Councilman Dr. Allen was referring to. The Mayor further explained that the State
Health Department is involved in the sewer matter. Mr. Kessinger asked if this man
was not a resident of Florida now. The Mayor replied that he was. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that he thought some action should be taken. He went on to
say that this gentleman is making mockery out of City Government. He went on to
add that Councilman at Large Tidquist could tell the Council that this has been
a problem of not only this year, but also in years past. He explained that this is
the case where we had the cases of hepatitis that occurred because raw sewage was
coming out on the ground. He added that if we could get this gentleman to correct
the situation, that he was 10070 in favor of it. However, he felt that the Council
should give him a time limit. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked what would be
the action of the Council if he replied, "The heck with you people!" Mr. Kessinger
replied that this was a good point and that he thought you would have trouble here.
Councilman Casebolt asked if there was a house on the property. The Mayor replied
that there were two. Mr. Kessinger stated thatryou would have a course through the
Health Department to move the renters out. He went on to say that as far as doing
anything personally to the owner, you have no jurisdiction over him as he is a
resident of Florida. The Mayor asked if the City could not clean up the property
and put a lien against it. Mr. Kessinger replied that you would have to sue him
in Florida and that it would cost you more than it is worth. He went on to say that
the only thing that you can do is maybe put the renters out of the house and condemn
the houses as a health hazard. He went on to explain that if the Health Department
would close the houses up and thereby cut off the owner's supply of income, then
he might come up here and do something. The Mayor stated that maybe we should direct
this letter to the Health Department. Councilman Lilly asked that on the trash
aspect of the situation, do we not have an ordinance that says that if a person
does not clean up his trash, the City can clean it up and it goes as a lien against
him or the house. Mr. Kessinger explained that you must sue the owner before your
can put a lien against the house. Mr. Kessinger asked who was putting the trash
on the property, the property owner or the tenants. Councilman Mann added that it
was very unsightly and that his motion was that immediate steps be taken to abate
this condition. He added that he did not think that it would take over $50-$75 to
clean the trash up. He then added that under the ordinance, it says that if there
is an excess amount of trash on a piece of property, the City can haul the trash
away and then send a bill to the property owner for this. Councilman Mann stated
that maybe he would pay it if it was present to him. The Mayor stated that three
of the Councilmen and himself went out and looked at the situation. Mr. Kessinger
asked the Mayor if he thought the tenants living there now have contributed to it
in any way at all. The Mayor replied no. Councilman Mann explained that the
tenants that are there now are very old and probably could not carry the trash. The
Mayor stated that the trash has been there for a long time. Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that the Health Department route might be the best one. The rubbish
motion was brought to a vote and all Council voted in favor.
Councilman Mann reported that on the same property the only toliet facilities
in the house is a hole in the floor of the building. Councilman Mann added that the
complaining citizen says that he does not know where the sewage is carried, but it
has to go somewhere. He went on to say that this is a health hazard. He went on
to explain that conversation with the tenant indicated that the situation had been
reported to the Health Department. Councilman Mann reported; that he would like to
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make a notion that steps be taken to explore what the Health Department intends to
do or what they will do, and further that all necessary steps be taken to correct
this situation. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. Councilman Casebolt
asked if our ordinances did not read that for the cost of $10 the Inspector can go
in and inspect any property that we feel is not safe, or conditions that are so
bad that they cannot be lived in. Mr. Kessinger stated that he would have to
read the ordinance on this, but as he recalls, it is rather strong. He added
that he recommended that this avenue be pursued. Councilman Casebolt replied that
he felt this was a good route with the Health Department as well as the ordinance.
He added that we should have the Mayor write the Health Department and put the
pressure on them. Mr. Kessinger stated that this condemning route should be pursued.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that it would be tough to condemn, and that
they had tried it before. The Mayor added that he felt that we should take the
Building Inspector and the City Attorney out there and have them take an on-sight
look. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked Councilman Mann what his motion was.
Councimlan Mann stated that it was that steps be taken to explore what the Health
Department has done, and further, that steps be taken to stop this situation or
correct the situation and that Council be informed of the progress. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen asked if this piece of property was inKanawha County. Councilman
Mann replied that it was. Mr. Kessinger stated that we had a situation last year
where two people were living in a cardboard box or shack. He added that he solved
this by finding them a place to live. The Mayor explained that Mr. Kessinger
called the Union Mission and the Department of Public Assistants and got the
problem of the people living in the cardboard box solved. Councilman Liliy
stated that in 1974, conditions like this should not exist. He went on to say that
whatever should be done, should be done. He added that if it is an offensive thing
to the neighbors, it should be curtailed.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked that if we get the person out of the house,
then can we keep any one else from going in from lack of facilities. Mr. Kessinger
replied that he thought we could. He added that if it is vacant property, it is
easier to condemn. Councilman Mann added that the gentleman told him that a house
on the hill was worse than his - All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Lilly reported that he would like to discuss in general terms the
possibility of a Budget Conmttee. He added that last year we had a Finance
Comnittee as the Budget Coimiittee. He added that it might be wise to have a Budget
Comnittee to negotiate some budget items and then present them to the Finance
Comnittee. Councilman Lilly added that he would like it as a Conmittee by itself.
Mr. Kessinger stated that you have a subcommittee of your Finance Comnittee to
report back to the Finance Conmittee, which will in turn report back to Council.
He stated that, in essence, it would be the same thing. The Mayor asked if you
could have a co-chairman of any Comnittee. Mr. Kessinger replied that you could.
The Mayor replied that maybe this is the answer.
The Mayor stated thathe would like to recognize Miss Debbie Burdette who
was one of our former employees. She is with us tonight and did an outstanding
job for us for several months as she worked for us part-time while attending Nitro
High School. He added that he was glad to see Debbie out tonight.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Council Meeting be adjourned.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion - All Council voted in favor.

Mayor
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THE NITRO SANITARY BOARD
AND
NITRD CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO THE EXISTING SANITARY SEWER RATE ORDINANCE
January 15, 1974

The meeting was called to order by Mayor William D. Gibson. Time of
meeting for the public discussion of the new proposed Rate Ordinance for
the Nitro Sanitary Board sewer services was called for 7:00 p.m., in Council
Chambers.
Members of Council present were: Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
Councilman D. W. Mann, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, and
Councilman Vernon Casebolt. Tom Melton, City Recorder was also present.
Members of the Nitro Sanitary Board present:" Chairman of the Board,
Mayor Gibson, Douglas Bess, Donald Kames, Constance Stephens, Secretary and
Treasurer, Dennis Vaughn, Attorney.
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Others present: City Attorney, James Kessinger; Mr. Donald Krisher,
Accountant; Mr. Elvin Martin, Accountant; Mr. Robert Hayne and Mr. Robert
Anderson, Appalachian Engineers; Mr. Warren Means, State of West Virginia
Water Resources Department, and Municipal Waste Section.
Mr. Gibson opened the meeting with the following remarks: A meeting
involving the Nitro Sanitary Board was held in the Council Chambers on
December 12, 1973. By unanimous vote it was decided that the Nitro Sanitary
Board should introduce a proposed amendment to the existing Nitro Sanitary
Sewer Rate Ordinance for the Nitro City Council consideration. The vote of
the Sanitary Board also included that certain resolutions or documents be
drawn up in a legal manner and that the Nitro citizens be kept informed as
prescribed by law.
The primary objectives of the Nitro Sanitary Board are as follows:
(1) Up-grade our present sewer treatment plant to meet
' state and Federal secondary treatment standards.
(2) Provide sanitary sewers to various areas inside our
corporate limits including the areas of Riverdale Acres
and 40th Street Road section.
(3) Provide better maintenance in the future to the overall
sanitary sewer system.
(4) To provide 257o matching money, thereby making it possible
to take advantage of approximately $1,000,000,00 of 75%
matching Federal grants.
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The next item read into the minutes by Mayor Gibson was as follows:
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, at
a regular meeting held on December 18, 1973, that notice be given to all subscribers and users of the Sanitary System of the City of Nitro, of a public
meeting to be held on January 15, 1974, at 7:00 o'clock in the p.m. at the
Council Room of the City as required by Chapter 8, Article 8, Section 3 of the
Code of West Virginia of 1931, as last amended, by publication as therein
specified.
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Mayor Gibson pointed out that the advertising had been done as specified
in accordance with state laws, in the Kanawha Valley Leader.
Mayor Gibson instructed those present as to how the meeting would be conducted. Mr. Gibson stated that the meeting would be conducted in accordance
with the Roberts Rule of Order, the chair would recognize those present by
holding up of the hand, or standing. State your name, then the chair will
recognize you, and any questions that may come up, will be assigned to appropriate person on our staff, that have been involved in this project for months
and months. We have with us Mr. Krisher, CPA, from Charleston, West Virginia;
Mr. Elvin Martin, CPA, from Nitro and South Charleston, West Virginia; Mr.
Robert Anderson,registered professional civil engineer, with Appalachian Engineering Co., Mr. Robert Hayne, also a registered professional civil engineer
with Appalachian Engineering Co., Mr. Donald Karnes, Nitro Sanitary Board
Member; Mr. Douglas Bess, who is a Nitro Sanitary Board Member. Mr. Bess is
Assistant Manager of the Environmental Protection of Union Carbide Company.

I

At this point Mayor Gibson opened the meeting for questions. Mayor
Gibson also introduced Mr. Dennis Vaughn, Nitro Sanitary Board Attorney.
Ed Maguire: (Fenton Circle) Is this a meeting of the Sanitary Board, City Council
Meeting, or a Public Meeting? Mayor Gibson: This is a Public Meeting called for
by the City Council. Ed Maguire: Is this a part of the City Council Meeting for
tonight? Mayor Gibson: No, this is a separate meeting. It has been advertised
in the Kanawha Valley Leader for the specified number of times. Ed Maguire:
What you have read then, is all you are going to supply in the way of information
other than direct questions? Mayor Gibson: That was debatable. The primary
purpose of the meeting is to answer questions to the best of our ability.
At this point Mr. Gibson stated that Mr. Krisher had a two page questionnaire to be passed out to those present for review. Mr. Gibson asked Mr. Krisher
to introduce the questionnaire to Council for approval to be passed out.
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Mr. Krisher stated that the paper was entitled Financial Questions and
Answers, and that it may answer some questions that might be in the minds of
those present. Mayor Gibson asked Council if there would be any objections to
having the questionnaire passed out. Mr. Krisher asked Mr. Dennis Vaughn to
pass the questionnaire out to members of City Council for approval, and to the
people present in chambers. Council approved distribution of the forms.
Mayor Gibson then stated that Mr. Krisher would read each question and
answer, then if there were questions, the chair would recognize the individual,
then the question could be asked.
Mr. Krisher:Q. What were the figures concerning sewer inclome, sewer
operating expense and sewer bond service in fiscal year ending June 30, 1973,
and what are the proposed related figures?

Revenue

A. These figures are as follows:
Fiscal 1972-73
Proposed
? 9 9 , 4 5 9 $ 2 1 1 , 7 2 2

Operating Expenses

-50,529

-116,776

Required for Bond Service

-56.250

- 89,984

(Deficiency) or Gain

$(7,320)

$ 4,962
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Q. What about the new users who will connect to the new sewer
interceptors?
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A. $15,300 of the $211,722 proposed revenue will be generated from new
consumers.
Q. What is the percentage sewer rate increase?
A. After eliminating the new user, $15,300 from the $211,722 leaves
$196,422. This $196,422 is a 97% increase. Hence, the proposed sewer rates
will almost double the present rates.
Q. Is the entire 97% sewer rate increase related to the financing and
operating of the new facilities?
A. No.
Commission in
Board has had
rated funds.
to be a 20 to
supporting.

The present sewer rate, which was approved by the Public Service
1959, is now inadequate for current financial needs. The Sanitary
to have help, informal subsidization from the City's tax geneThis cannot go on indefinitely. We estimate that there would have
25% increase in sewer rates just to make the Sanitary Board self-

Q. Can these proposed rates be considered final?
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A. No, The Public Service Commission of West Virginia will have its staff
review all phases of this sewer rate application. The rates will not be final
until the Public Service Conmission issues a rate order.
Q. When will the new rates be placed in effect after the Public Service
Conmission order?
A. The rates will become effective when the Consulting Engineers advise
that the construction project is complete.
Q. How many revenue bonds is the Sanitary Board obligated for now, and
what is the interest rate?
A. $710,000 at June 30, 1973. The interest rate is 4%%.
Q. How many bonds does the Sanitary Board plan to sell for this project,
and can the interest rate be predicted?
A. $336,000 bonds are proposed. The interest rate cannot be predicted.
In order to be safe and conservative, the Board is using an estimated rate of
7% with a 570 discount, effective rate 7.3684%.
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Q. Why not use revenue sharing money?
A. The Sanitary Board is advised that revenue sharing money cannot be
used for matching funds where a Sanitary Board has a Federal Grant.
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Mr. Krisher stated in connection with question number two (2) for the
questionnaire, that the new users would be those persons living in the Riverdale Acres area, and the 40th Street Road area.
Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Hayne of Appalachian Engineering Company to
enlighten those present as to what the project consists of.
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Mr. Hayne: This project consists of improvements to the sewage treatment
plant, which consists primarily of secondary treatment, which is required by
State Law for the water quality control of the Kanawha River. Right now in 1959
to 1961, the Nitro Sanitary Board constructed a primary sewage treatment plant
and put in some pump stations and force mains, to get the additional sewage into
the treatment plant. Over the years Federal and State standards have increased
in all comnunities and industries were notified to up-grade their system. In
1972, an application was made to the Department of Water Resourses to Environmental Protection Agency for funding. At that time the funding formula was
30% of the cost of treatment, interceptors, and force mains and pump stations.
Thirty percent of that portion of the project. The total project will consist
of improvements to the sewage treatment plant, interceptor and collector lines
into the Riverdale Acres section and the 40th Street area, which was the last
annexed area into the City. The breakdown on that, the total cost estimated to
be $1,275,000.00, approximately $400,000.00 represents the collector systems and
the balance of roughly $805,000.00 would be the treatment plant portion, along
with the interceptors, pump stations, and force mains. Which was the type of
work eligible at that time for 30% Federal funding under the existing law.
The balance of the project will have to be funded locally or HUD (Housing
Urban Development) would have to come in, which had a program at that time, for
funding of collector lines. Also contingent upon the Federal Law at that time,
said that the State would match that eligible portion by 25%, then the Federal
Government would increase their portion by 25%, which would make it an 80% grant
for that portion.
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As you know, the State Legislature, sometime after February, 1972, about
the same time that the Nitro application went in, the State Legislature appropriated $3,000,000.00 for just such a purpose. Heretofore there had never been
more than the 30% Federal money plus 10% if you agreed to do so, which made 33%
essentially.
Along in the Fall of 1972, Governor Moore issued a letter to all comnunities
that were in the application stage, that this $3,000,000.00 would be split.
Nitro was offered a certain amount of money, which would be a 25% type of matching,
which would permit the Federal to put more money into the project. At that time,
the Federal Law, Water Pollution Law of 1972 was passed, which provided 75%
direct matching for sewer system improvements. It went further in that the sewage
treatment facilities, interceptors, pump stations, etc., were eligible for 75%
funding, but also they would fund 75% of the collector system in old existing
sewer systems. They did state that a new sub-division would not be eligible for
75% of the money for the collector system, as this should be part of the land
development costs. In the case of Nitro, Riverdale Acres, and 40th Street, a
collector system which amounted to about $470,000.00 was then eligible for funding
on a 75% basis. Therefore, essentially Nitro is now eligible and has been granted
priority for the 75% funding on both types of projects.
In round figures, we are talking of 75% on 1,270,000.00 there are some
areas in there on which the funding does not apply. Such as administrative
costs, legal and land costs. Land is not essential, as Nitro already owns the
land on which the plant will be constructed.
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For the most part Nitro will get 75% funding of the total estimated cost,
which is at this time $1,270,000.00. As to where we stand in the project,
Nitro has been assured; the offer has been made,, they have accepted the offer
for the 75% funding on the $805,000.00. They are now on the priority list for
the 1973-1974 fiscal year funding on collector systems. You are assured in the
course of things that this money will be available. Mr. Hayne stated that they
were nearing completion of plans and specifications, contingent upon the action
of Council in approving the proposed Rate Ordinance. Then the attorney for the
Sanitary Board can then make application and submit all the documents necessary
to the Public Service Commission for a review and approval of the rates.
Mr. Hayne stated that time wise what you are into, the best information, the
way things are going, you have .to make application then it takes time for the
Public Service Commission to set a hearing date, once that is set and they make
the approval of the rate, then the city is in position to enter the market to
negotiate for the sale of the supplemental bonds. The $300,000.00 that is
required for the total project. They can then go on the market to secure the
bonds that are necessary for the project, and by that time the project is ready
to take bids and get underway. It looks to us now that construction will start
sometime next summer and be completed in a year from this summer or fall. Mr.
Hayne stated that the initial schedule was to be completed by end of 1974. The
way it is now, it looks like it will be late in 1975 before the total project
will be completed.
Mr. Gibson introduced to those present, Mr. Warren Means, of the West
Virginia Department of Water Resourses, stating that perhaps he would be able
to answer a few questions later on.
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Mayor Gibson called for questions from the information given by Mr. Krisher
and Mr. Hayne.
Kermit Thompson: How many customers do we have at present in the City of
Nitro, that are hooked to the sewer, that is paying bills? How many new customers will we have on the new sewers? How much noncollected money does people
owe the City of Nitro?
Mayor Gibson: We presently have between 2,200 and 2,300 people on the system.
On the new customers, Mr. Krisher has done a survey on this, and the best he can
determine that there are about 250 new customers. As to the past due accounts,
we are attempting to collect every account we can.
Mayor Gibson asked Mrs. Stephens, Secretary-Treasurer, Nitro Sanitary
Board to answer the portion of the question in relation to delinquent accounts
now outstanding.
Mrs. Stephens: The last delinquency list, which was last month, showing
anyone owing over $10.00, was less than $6,000. Which was about $3,000.00 to
$4,000.00 less than a year ago.
Mr. Hayne: Did you include a standard that is generally termed as a writeoff in the accounting procedures?
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Mr. Krisher: Yes, we have included a figure of $1,000.00 a year, these
accounts in the $1,000.00 would be those which would be uneconomical to collect.
The information comes to the Sanitary Board from the Water Company, the Water
Company bills renters, as well as owners, the Water Company gets a deposit to
secure them, but the Sanitary Board has not that protection. So there are what
is termed "skips". If the skips are so small it is impossible to take legal
action, it must be written off. That is what the $1,000.00 is for.
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G. L. Escep: How much service, is there a figure or an approximation of
an increase in service, in other words what is going to be done that isn't done
now? Also how does this tie in which a $66,000.00 a year increase in operating
expense?
Mr. Krisher: I think you will have to have that answered by two people.
I will tell you that the increased operating expenses involves, the $66,000.00,
two phases. One of these is what we call the going level phase; this is all
prepared when going before the Public Service Commission. The going level
phase provides for the introduction for items which are necessary to correct
situations as they now exist, and to provide for events which have taken place
since July 1. There had to be an item introduced for a change in organization
in which there is now a Director of Public Utilities, and $2,000 of his salary
is paid by the Sanitary Board, which took place July 1, 1973. The maiority of
the $66,000.00 increase, involves the additional pay-roll and expense involved
in secondary treatment. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided
certain personnel requirements for secondary treatment, which requires additional
employees over and above what are now provided for in the primary treatment. To
make a round statement, the majority of the $66,000.00 is due to the fact that
there will be new facilities to operate under the new rules that are now promulgated by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

I

G. L. Estep: Did I understand, you to say that most of this is going to be
operating personnel?
Mr. Krisher: The personnel figures (now one of the things you will have to
bare in mind, is that the personnel now involved in the Sanitary Board, I think
there were during the test year three men. I understand now that there are
two men. Under the new operating conditions, there will be nine (9) men. This
is not something undertaken by anyone here, this is the requirement that personnel be on hand around the clock. In order to cover the treatment plant as
required, there will be five (5) men to take care of the swing shift. For the
lift stations we figure 1%, the Supervisor salary, we have a half Supervisor
salary, the other half will be spent in other city departments. In the outside
system there will be two laborers. The total component of pay-roll for outside
services is just short of $45,000.00. This averages about $5,000.00 per man,
per year.
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W. W. Alexander: Did you say that a count was taken and that there would
be 250 new customers that would be added to the system, Mr. Krisher?
Mr. Krisher: Bill, the count was taken and there were 307,".the number of
customers I am counting on is 250, maybe in five or six years we will have the
307. I am a little gun shy on the number of customers, if they were all going
to be there the day after we start billing I would be interested in counting
more than 250, but to be conservative, I am using the 250 count.
W. W. Alexander: But you have 307 at this time?

Mr. Krisher: 307 possible, someone counted all that will be in these
proposed lines, and that figure came to 307, but I am not using it because I
am conservative.
W. W. Alexander: If you have the service there, and the people are there,
then they do have to use it.
Mr. Krisher: Yes, but not inmediately, it takes a little time to get
them on. You remember that.

I

Public Hearing
Page 7
W. W. Alexander: It does take a little time, but not that much. I was
thinking that the figure of 15,300 might be a little small.
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Mr. Krisher: That 15,300 might be a little small, but, as the time goes
on and this additional money comes in, so is your inflation going to go on.
W. W. Alexander: That is true too, I want you to realize that I am not
against this program. I am very much in favor of it, and have been for years.
My only interest is to see that the people are not charged any more than they
have to be.
Mr. Krisher: I think that the Public Service Commissioner will see to
that also.
W. W. Alexander: This figure, Mr. Krisher, that you are giving on the
required Bond Service, that would only be for the difference would be $33,754
that would only be for the Bond Service $336,000?
Mr. Krisher: Yes, that is right.
W. W. Alexander: Can anyone tell us if this interest rate would compare
with any projects of this kind that have been funded recently?
Mr. Krisher: The most recent one that has come to my attention was
Ravenswood sewer, and that has been some time ago. There have not been too
many of these things going, as you know the projects have been slowed down.
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Mr. Maguire: I notice here in the legal advertisement that you have
several things that I would like to. question. (1) A citation from the Department of Natural Resources against the City of Nitro, what was the date of that
citation?
Mr. Warren Means: June 23, 1970, the citation was that the City of Nitro
was to provide secondary treatment facilities by June 30, 1966. They had not,
that was the reason for the order, they also were ordered by reason of the
implimentation plan for the water quality standards of West Virginia in 1968
to have provided secondary facilities by January 1, 1969. Neither of which
dates have been met at the present time.
Mr. Maguire: Does this all come as a surprise to the City of Nitro, or did
they have knowledge of this back about 1959 when these standards were set up
for the quality of the Kanawha River? How much time has Nitro had on this secondary treatment plant, how far back really does this go?
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Mr. Bess: I can answer some of this I believe. The program was initiated
either in 1958 or 1959 for Kanawha River phase program. The first phase of
which calls for certain levels of treatment by industry and primary treatment
by Municipalities. Nitro did better somewhat in 1963, the June 30, 1963 date
that was established for Municipalities to have a primary level of treatment.
Then the second phase, the intent of the phase program, to make some level of
reduction and then measure the resulting improvement in the river, then make a
determination if another level of improvement was necessary. It was obvious
very shortly after the 1963 date passed that there would be additional reductions required. These were specified in most cases in 1964, to be accomplished
by mid 1966. I think in general for the Municipalities, with the Bonding
procedures, the necessity to go to the Public Service Conmission for the rate
increases, this was merely an impossible task to do in that period of time, I
also think other complicating factors being the potential hints that the
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Federal Legislation would provide a greater percent of the project available
from Federal matching funds. I know from the State's Water Resources part
they became tied up about that time with the necessity of setting water
quality standards for all of the streams in West Virginia. This really
resulted in a delay in the program. They lost personnel to the predecessor
of EPA.
Mr. Bess also stated that yes, it had been obvious that, I don't think
any Municipality met the phase date of 1966. Of course, Nitro and several
other Cities have not installed secondary treatment. It has been complicated
by the fact that the Municipalities must go before the Public Service Cormiission
to obtain the necessary rate. Most of the Cities have looked forward to the
potential of a greater percent of Federal funding.
G. L. Estep: Has any City met the secondary treatment?
Mr. Bess: Yes, Charleston, South Charleston, I think that there are some
small comnunities up the river that have met the secondary treatment.
Mr. Anderson: They all waited for their official citations, but they
started to move pretty fast after that.
Mr. Hayne: There were many of them in route with the new funding procedures.
Kermit Thompson: It was my understanding, that some time back something was
brought up about the outside, Tyler Mountain, using our sewage units. I believe,
Mr. Mayor, you made a statement that we could take care of their sewage problems.
What about them, have they been estimated in this?
Mayor Gibson: I made a statement that if possible, after we, assuming that
we manage to get sewage line out through the 40th Street area, assuming that we
manage to get this accomplished, that we would be willing to negotiate with the
Brookhaven area, which is inside our Corporate Limits. They are presently on
with the Union Public Service District, I did make a statement to the effect that
as they are in our Corporate Limits, that if we could legally do this from an
engineering standpoint let the Brookhaven people tie into our sanitary system,
that we would be receptive to them.
Jim Thump: Has this been brought into the financial picture?
Mr. KrisEer: The Union Public Service District has issued bonds too, and
the Brookhaven people are their best customers, and are required for the retirement of their bonds. I doubt whether there will be any connection between the
Nitro Sewer System, and the Union Public District so long as their bonds are
outstanding.
Kermit Thompson: Mayor, on the proposed schedule #1 rate, there is a minimum of $5.10 per month. Under trailers, mobile homes, where being served by a
master meter, you have a minimum charge of $4.08. What is your thinking on
charging someone in a trailer court $4.08, and a regular household $5.10. Will
they not use as much sewage as anyone else? You could have five children in
a trailer as well as you could have two in a home.
Mayor Gibson: Not in position to answer that question himself, perhaps one
of the CPA's could answer this.
Mr. Krisher: This approach to the trailer court question is a so called 80%
plan.The reason for this is that the sewage for the entire trailer court is
delivered to the Nitro system at one point, the distribution line in the area,
which would have to be laid initially and would have to be maintained by the
trailer court owner. Therefore, the City of Nitro does not have the same investment in each trailer service as it does in your house. Your thinking that the
amount of sewage put into the Nitro sewer system from a trailer is just as much
as from your house, is absolutely true. This plan was evolved as a compromise
solution by the Farmers Home Administration, and has been adopted very widely.
The people in the trailer court business are strongly opposed to being charged
anything but the amount of water which goes into their trailer court. Very
readily you can see that this is one of their sources of revenue, when they pay
what the water meter says, then they turn around and charge the minimum rate to
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each of their customers. So there had to be a compromise, so the Farmers Home
Administration set the pattern and the Public Service Commission has been agreeable to it. The reason for it is that we will not have the same investment
there, as you will have going down your street.
W. W. Alexander: Don, may I ask you a question, does that also apply to
apartment houses?
Mr. Krisher: Yes, what we do in apartment houses is what is called a multiple .minimum policy. The apartment house if it has one meter, it pays the
amount of water used or four (4) times (if there are four units in the apartment) the minimum, whichever is higher. There is no step down like in trailer
courts.
W. W. Alexander: Why shouldn't there be?
Mr. Krisher: Because the situation is a little bit different. The trailers
are individual houses. (Have not gotten the same argument from apartment owners
as we have from trailer people, apartment house owners have no objections. They
pay the minimum rate or the water use, whichever is higher.)
Mayor Gibson at this point asked Mr. Dennis Vaughn if he would like to
elaborate on that further.
Mr. Vaughn stated that he had represented the Mobile Home Association before
the Public Service Conmission. He further stated that he was well aware of the
pressures being put on them. To his knowledge there is no such group for multiple unit dwellings. An argument that is always used is that there is less
cost of administration relative to Mobile Homes.
Kermit Thompson: Why not put it in this schedule, $5.10 the same as a
homeowner, we don't have to abide by the Mobile Home Association here in the
City of Nitro, we are making our own rules and regulations. Making each
$5.10 per trailer.
Mr. Krisher: I do not believe there would be any point in putting this in
there, it would be folly for us to count on income we are not going to get. I
think we will get the $4.08.but we will not get $5.10. If we went up there
expecting $5.10 and get $4.08, then we would be without some of the revenue
we are depending on. I do not know how big a problem this is, how many trailer
parks there are in Nitro. This is a standard approach to take care of trailer
courts if there are any.
Kermit Thompson: That is what I am objecting to.
Mr. Hayne: May I ask a question for clarification, Mayor? Are we talking
about trailer courts as multiple units or trailers on separate lot? Is there
a difference between?
Mr. Krisher: Yes, trailers on a separate lot are handled just like a two
family apartment. If they are on one meter. It is a different situation. A
trailer on a separate lot has to have an individual service line just like the
apartment building. What I am talking about is a place where they have to have
what the trailer people call pads, and the trailers are brought in there and
people live on the property owned by the trailer court owner. He gets utility
service to his trailer. I do not know, are there any in Nitro?
Kermit Thompson:' We have a proposed one down at Rock Branch, which might
tie into this, which if I am correct. If they have 50 trailers will be $1.10,
we are talking about :S600 dollars a year.
Mr. Krisher: That revenue at Rock Branch, if and when there is a rate
established there, it will be of this same type. The money will go to Rock
Branch, it will not effect what the City of Nitro receives from Rock Branch
at all. If the Rock Branch matter goes through, the money coming into Nitro
from Rock Branch will be the amount of money it costs to treat the sewage that
comes into that pipeline from Rock Branch to the Nitro treatment plant. The
matter of the trailer court will be the matter for the Rock Branch Public
Service District to handle, and they will lose any revenue that is lost, not
Nitro.
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Mr. Maguire: Am I right in my feeling that we are wasting out time down
here tonight? That you have no intentions of changing one dot on this thing?
Agter this Public meeting is over the City Council will vote, aye and this
will go right on up to the Public Service Commission?
Mayor Gibson stated that he could not answer that question, he could not
speak for the City Council. I hope that none of us have given any indication
that we are not approaching this thing with an open mind. I do not know what
City Council decision will be.
Mr. Lilly, Councilman, stated that he had various tablets of meetings
that he had attended over the last year and a half. A lot of the questions
you are asking now we have asked, a lot of the answers we received we were
not satisifed with, so we asked the question again until the various questions
we asked were satisfied in my mind, that I was getting the proper answer to the
problem that was involved.
Mr. Lilly also stated that as a member of Council, in request as to what
the situation will be or are we going to go ahead and do, I can't speak for
anyone but myself, but on the information that I have and from the information
I have looked at over the last 18 months, I only have just one other question
to ask.
Mr. Lilly: Mr. Warren Means, supposing, Council rejects everything, and
says allright you have cited us in 1966 and in 1970. In 1956 to 1966 the
assistance offered was 30%, 1966 to approximately 1972 was 50 to 55%, 1972 to
a future date was 75%. Supposing we take the attitude that if this is the case,
cite us, we will wait for 100%. Maybe your answer could help us and everyone
present to understand what we are confronted with at the present time.
Mr. Means: I am almost sure that you will never be getting 100%. This
would mean that no one would have to pay any sewage rates. As to if you
should reject it, it is a matter for the Water Resources to decide what action
to take legally, and to what action the Environmental Protection Agency might
decide to take. You are under a schedule and the EPA was in contact with
Mr. Hayne prior to the awarding of the grant. At one time they were going
request a 180 day notice and a hearing before a grant would be offered to Nitro.
They were able to get the hearing waived and the grant was awarded December
28, 1972, on the recomendation of Ann Joseph, Attorney, Legal Branch, Enforcement Division of U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region #3, out of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. However, if we now turn around and rebuke her,
I am quite sure she would be very unfriendly toward the City of Nitro.
There is always the possibility that before you complete financial arrangement that the State could possible come up with some plan for you, but I doubt
this, and even so it would not come up to more than 5%. This is a remote possibility, a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. I cannot see any reason
that the grant level will be increased beyond the 75% by the Federal Government.
This is much better than the 30 or the 50%.
Mr. Lilly: Is there any comnunity at the present time receiving a higher
percentage than 75%?
Mr. Means: Yes, in one instance, West Duribar Public Service District is
receiving approximately 87%, but this is a combination of EPA and HUD grants.
This is for only a collection system, it does not involve treatment.
Mr. Hayne: In answer to Mr. Lilly's previous question wherein he stated,
supposing Council rejects everything, Mr. Hayne's comments were as follows;
Take for example the two figures $805,000 and $470,000; if you were to go the
route that you had mentioned, and not accept the 75% funding on the total project, then in order to sewer the Riverdale Acres and 40th Street Road areas,
that would be $470,000. Now it would be in my considered opinion, that you
would not receive any matching money to go with that $470,000; and therefore,
you would need to locate funding in the amount of $470,000 for a partial
project instead of the $330,000, for the total project.
Mr. Maguire: Would like to ask Mr. Krisher, on this outside the City Rate,
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it looks like that there is a 25% plan there.
Mr. Krisher: That is a minor matter, but there is now a 25% differential
on those outside the city. They are being billed 25% more than those inside.
This is again a minor matter, as there are so few customers outside the city.
However, the theory in going for a rate increase is to go across the board,
take the increase across the board, try to get that 25% differential on the
new rate. The personnel at the Public Service Commission has been violently
opposed to this, and we may not get it, but if we don't there will not be
sufficient loss in revenue to cause any trouble.
Mr. Bess: Just one point in regard to this mobile home court, the $4.08
represents a minimum and it had been indicated that the minimum schedule in
town is based on 4,000 gallons, that is equivalent to $5.10 in the rate
structure. If the trailer court were to use 4,000 gallons per month per
trailer, then as I understand it the minimum would be $5.10 times the number
of trailers there. Mr. Thompson mentioned that perhaps the trailers would
use more water than perhaps a single dwelling, if that were the case, then the
payment would be identical to any payment by a dwelling.
Mr. Krisher: Yes, that was correct.
Mr. Meansj I would like to clarify a point that I might have left standing
in my statement to Mr. Lilly earlier. I mentioned that West Dunbar had HUD
grant funding, I would like to point out that HUD can no longer make grants
available to sewage systems. The only Federal funding agency that has grant
funds at the present time is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Mr. Krisher stated that as a matter of curiosity you might say that that
is the only one in the United States that approaches 90%.
Mr. Maguire: Back to the legal advertisement on the schedule #3, on Industrial waste you will have a running study on it, then on the regular basis you
will continue to run a study. How often are you going to do this, and how will
you do this?
Mr. Hayne: Industrial service and a charge for treatment will be calculated on the basis of the following formula;
Charges equal the volume times the cost to transport.
This will not be difficult because you have the volume in your measurements.
You will have measurements because you must charge them per gallonage. You
will have a method either through the water meter or through a metered system.
By an analysis from the waste coming from that, you can then determine the BOD
loading. Generally your waste will be rather constant.
In the proposal for maintenance and operation, one of the things Mr.
Krisher mentioned that there would be more people at the sewage treatment plant,
one of the things that is coming real soon, is that one of the men at the plant
be a trained chemist. This type of test should be run even today. There are
very few plants that will be putting in an industrial load, this is really put
in there to take care of anyone that might move in with a process of some type
that you do not want him to put highly contaminating waste into the sewer
system, and you want to be able to control it. If he puts in a high BOD requirement, this is a lack of oxygen, an oxygen consuming type of waste, then this
causes problems in your treatment plant. Therefore, you should charge him a
righer rate for treatment of his waste than you charge a normal domestic consumer. This is primarily a domestic system, and if you do accommodate industry
then you must charge a rate commensurate with the load he puts on. This is one
of the new requirements of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). They say
that if you build a plant that has industrial capabilities, then the industry
must put up the money. I am talking about heavy industrial waste from a plant,
not domestic waste. There is a big difference.
Mr. Maguire: On Commercial customers at this time, or in this bond issue,
will you be able to go and make a physical tie in for their sewer system so
that you may do this on a regular basis. You don't already have these tie-in's
where you can sample their load do you?
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Mr. Hayne: No, to my knowledge there is no industrial customer on the
Nitro system. Take McJunkin, they are not considered an industrial customer,
in my opinion, they are a commercial customer. If you had Monsanto or Ohio
Apex, that would be an industrial load, or if you had a milk processing
plant, a slaughter house. These are real heavy contaminants, although it
is not a toxic type of thing in its initial state, but its waste product from
a cannery, milk products, these are real difficult to treat. You don't want
them in there anyway. If it should, you are going to charge them a comnensurate rate to treat that sewage that goes down there. This is a precautionary
rate in the rate structure.
Mr Maguire: What about this schedule #5, where you have this 40 gallons
per employee?
Mr. Hayne: This pertains to sanitary waste from an industrial area. I
will use Monsanto for an example. Monsanto to my knowledge, has their own
industrial waste treatment plant just on the other side of the Interstate.
They may now at the present time put the sanitary waste, the employees toliet
runs, restrooms, things like that into the same system, I don't know. If that
were to come into the Nitro system, there is no way to determine how much of
a load you are receiving into the Nitro system, no basis for charging. Because
water come to them in thousands of gallons through a big meter from the Water
Company, so there is no way you can tell, this is a method for computing a
reasonable amount of sewage load due to the number of employees that they have.
Now 40 gallons per employee per day is a fair approximation of how many gallons
they use. This is a method of determining in that case, over there, if they
have a thousand employees, they use 40,000 gallons a day. Your rate would be
based on that calculation per month. It is an easy way to calculate where not
possible to meter separately.
Mr. Maguire: What happened to Schedule #4?
Mr. Krisher: Schedule #4, is the schedule that was left for the Rock
Branch Public Service District if and when it would come in. That matter is
not ready, therefore, it was left out.
Mr. Maguire: Who is to determine if they will come in or not? The Sanitary
Board, the City of Nitro, or who?
Mayor Gibson: They would play a big part in the final decision.
Mr. Maguire: Could anyone tell you to put them in Mayor?
Mayor Gibson: That would be debatable, but I would think not. The Sanitary
Board, I feel would have the power to say no, by the State Code, as our attorney
verifies, (following comments made by Mr. Vaughn, attorney for the Nitro Sanitary
Board) once they are created by the Board, by the Council, the Council votes,
they have the authority to contract.
Mr. Douglas Bess: I would like to respond, the Council has indicated to the
Sanitary Board that in principal they agree to the concept of handling the Rock
Branch waste in the system as proposed. The Sanitary Board also feels that way
in principal, it would be a matter of developing an agreement that would be
satisfactory both to Nitro and to Rock Branch. I think it is the feeling of
the Sanitary Board, that in any such decision we would make, we would like very
much to have the guidance of City Council before making any definite decision.
This would pend some resolutionary problems that would exist and a satisfactory
resolution for both parties would need be resolved.
G. L. Estep: Apparently this possible addition of Rock Branch, hasn't been
discussed very much. Now, have the economics of the situation been discussed,
that is if they should come on, will there be another increase?
Mr. Krisher: The economics will be a reduction, in the Nitro rates, not
an increase. IT a contract is consumated, as Mr. Bess indicated, then the rate
which you are looking at in the advertisement will be revised, and the effect
on it will be something less than the $5.00 minimum. In the area of $4.80 to
$4.90 rather than the $5.10.
Mr. Warren Means: I would like to point out that it is entirely possible
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that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) might take a second look at the
present application for collection system, a grant for the collection system,
for the City of Nitro and insist that Rock Branch be brought into the Nitro
system. They, as well as the State, are much in favor of regionalization where
ever possible. We wouldn't like to see an additional plant stuck up at Rock
Branch when it could be put into another system. This apparently would have
no deleterious effect on the Nitro system, since Me. Krisher already said it
would result in lower rates to the Nitro residents. I can't see anything bad
about that.
Mr. Estep: Apparently your proposal is designed to take this area in
capacity wise.
Mr. Hayne: Capacity wise, we designed on the basis of a future population
on the plant of 10,000. There are roughly 8,000 people in Nitro at the present
time. We catagorically said 10,000, then said there would be a 25% increase,
which makes 1,012,500 at a 100 gallons per capita per day, gives 1,250,000.
This is what the initial upgrading of the plant was predicated on. So we are
not designing for Rock Branch, we are designing for the regional area as to
what we can reasonably expect will be the ultimate load on the Nitro Sewage
Treatment Plant. It just so happens that the Rock Branch Public Service District
came along after the applications were made, but in as much as the predications
were made and the total regional area, total drainage from the area around
Nitro, which is in concert with the regional concept that EPA and the State are
working under today.
It so happens that it will be large enough to take care of the proposed
Rock Branch Public Service District.
The Mayor pointed out that the regular Council Meeting was scheduled to
start at 8:00, and that it was at that time 8:25, he stated that he had taken
it upon himself to extend the meeting into the Council Meeting time, the Mayor
also stated that he was willing to extend it longer if Council so desired.
Mr. Tom Lilly moved that the meeting be extended, this was seconded by
Keith Priddy, and approved unanimous, by members of City Council.
W W Alexander: Did the Council at the time they were working on the rates
with the CPA, take into consideration that we do have a great number of elderly
people, who probably do not use anywhere near the 4,000 gallons that the $5.10
amount is based on? I am sure that those people are people that in most cases
cannot afford to use any more water or anything else that costs them money,
than they absolutely have to. People with fixed incomes and did the Council
think of reducing the nrinimum back to take care of those particular people, in
low income brackets?
Mayor Gibson: This was not done originally, this has never been done in
the Sanitary Department in the past.
W. W. Alexander: Your minimum, heretofore, has been $2.60. You do have a
great percentage of people that have been paying that minimum. I would say a
great percentage probably use anywhere from 2,000 to 3,000 gallons of water.
What happens when you do have those people who are being as careful as possible,
trying to use as little water as possible, trying to save money, because of their
income. What happens is that those people are paying a greater amount of money
per 1,000 gallons than those people who go ahead and use all the water they
want?
It looks to me like the minimum, instead of being based on the 4,000
gallons maybe, should be based on 3,000 gallons, even if you have to increase
the other figures to take care of this. There are people who can't afford to
pay what they are paying at the present time.
Mr. Krisher: The mLnimum is exactly the same, 4,000 gallons, as it was when
the rate came in during your administration. In my opinion, it is about the same
difficulty for the people you are speaking about, to provide the $2.60 at that
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tine as it is for them to provide $5.10 now. Actually, the philosophy of a rate
case is to not shift the burden, this burden has been carried, in this rate, in
this proportion since 1959. What we have done is make the increase across the
board. There will always be people in this catagory and in the event that a
shift were made, and the extra weight were imposed on someone else, we would
have another complaining group. We have learned over the years that unless you
have a very, very good reason, do not shift the empact of the rate.
W. W Alexander: I realize that, but Don, you may have a great number of
these people that are only using 3,000 rather than the 4,000 that you are basing
this on. You know and I know, these people that I am speaking of, in the low
income bracket are people who have not received the increase in wages, the
increase in Social Security has been very small. The increase percentage wise,
has not been the same as the rest of us have received. Still yet, if they are
people that are careful and do not use anymore water, and will be as economical
as they possibly can, then if they only use 3,000 or 2,000 gallons, what we are
doing if they use 2,000 gallons, we are charging those people twice as much as
you are charging me per thousand.
Mr. Krisher: I think that what you are saying I have heard quite often, as I
am in twelve of these things right now. This is always the case, and no matter
what price you put on that group you are talking about, it is still going to be
too much. If we are going to have a sewer system, we must have this ready to
serve charge, that is what it is, the minimum is a ready to serve charge. It
costs just as much to run a pipe line in the street, a service line to these
people, and to treat the sewage from these people as it does to others. The purpose of the ready to serve charge is to get a conniensurate amount of money for
the pipe lines that are put in the ground that these bonds are paying for and the
treatment plant that the bonds are paying for. You just can't draw the line, I
have answered this question, I suppose 20 times, and I sympathize with you completely, but there just isn't any point where you can draw the line.
W W. Alexander: Don, I don't feel like that you are drawing the line, the
only thing I feel like that what you would be doing would be basing your minimum
on a 3,000 instead of a 4,000. If a person used 3,000 and paid the regular fee
per thousand, they would pay $3.90 per month. This use of 4,000 they would be
paying $5.10 per thousand. You know and I know that this is going to hurt a lot
of people. In my opinion, this minimum should be based on not more than a
3,000 gallons.
Mr. Krisher stated that he had no further reply on the matter.
Mr. Maguire: Here in the legal advertisement for the last fiscal year, you
had down transferred to the Sinking Fund Account, $49,500, and I see where during
that year you retired $15,000 from your Revenue Bonds, and I have lost $34,000
somewhere. Would you comnent on that.
Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Elvin Martin if he would like to comment on that.
The Mayor also asked Mr. Maguire to restate the question.
Mr. Maguire: Here in the legal advertisement at the end of June 30, 1973,
your disbursements, you transferred $49,500 to the Sinking Fund Account, one
thing I can see over here, that when you retired in September 1972, $15,000
•'*
toward the outstanding bonds, I can't seem to account for the other $34,000.
Mr. Martin: I did not prepare the legal advertisement, so I don't really
know what is in it, but I would hazard that what Mr. Maguire is referring to
would be the fact that there may have been $49,000 sent to the State Sinking
Fund Commission, the bond retirement schedule current issue only calls for
$15,000 of the principal to be retired, and the balance was expended on interest
expense.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Vaughn, attorney for the Nitro Sanitary Board
stated "that he agrees with Mr. Martin.
Mr. Maguire: Back to the $336,000 in bonds. Previous notes marketed using
the larger figures. We are going to need about a quarter million dollars. What
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are we going to do with the extra money from the $336,000?
Mr. Krisher: The project is $1,275,000. Seventy-five percent of this is
a grant, 25% of this is $318,750. In the questionnaire I passed out earlier,
I told you there would be $336,000 in bonds at a 570 discount. The proceeds of
$336,000 bonds plus the discount would be $319,000.
Mr. Maguire: The paper that you gave us, $333,000 was required for this
new bond service, with an estimated rate of 7%. How much are we going to pay a
year to retire that. It doesn't look like very much money, it looks like a long
time. Do you have any figures or estimates on that?
Mr. Krisher: Normally there is a direct relation between the usual period
of the bonds and the depreciation of the plant. The bond issue is designed for
35 years. The bond service, in order to serve those bonds and earn the amount of
principal and interest retirement plus 30%. There has to be what is called 30%
coverage and the purpose of the 30% coverage is to protect the bonds.
That 30% coverage means that the income, net income, from the sewer operations has to be $1.30 for each $1.00 of bond interest and principal. This is
required to protect the bond holders.
Due to the fact that there were no other questions from the citizens in
attendance, at this point the Mayor entertained the motion that the meeting be
closed and that a 10 or 15 minute recess be called before starting the regular
scheduled Council Meeting.
The motion was made by Mr. Vernon Casebolt that the meeting be adjourned.
This was seconded by Mr. Paul Hill, all Councilmen voted in favor of the motion.
The proposed amendment to the Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance, that was the
topic of discussion, (a copy of the same being attached hereto and made a part
hereof.)
Mayor Gibson expressed his thanks and sincere appreciation to all those in
attendance, for their interest in the Sanitary Sewer improvement project.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 15, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on Tuesday, January 15, 1974, at 9:00 p.m. Those present
were William D. Gibson, Mayor; Thomas Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist; Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy; Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman
Paul Hill, and Councilman Thomas Lilly. The City Attorney, James Kessinger,
was also present.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson.
Approval of Minutes: Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that on Page 2
the minutes read: "We cannot use the salt spreader until next winter."
Councilman Lilly added that this should be corrected to read that we cannot
get delivery until next winter even if we ordered it now. He added that if it
snowed tomorrow we could certainly use it. He made a motion that the minutes
be approved as amended. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.

I

Approval of December Financial Statement: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that he would like to apologize to
the Committee members for the delay in getting the Financial Statement to them.
He explained that we have had difficulties with our coping machine and could
not be repaired until Monday, January 14, 1974. He reported that the Finance
Committee had a meeting on Wednesday, January 9, 1974. Councilman Lilly went
on to say that he would like to make a motion that the Financial Statement be
approved. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion - All Council
voted in favor.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Insurance Committee,
reported that the Insurance Committee met on Wednesday, January 9, 1974. The
result of the meeting was that a binder should be obtained on City property not
currently covered by insurance and that specifications for bids be made for a
package program on our property should be presented to Council.
Councilman Lilly passed out copies of the proposed specifications
for this insurance, in addition to Schedule A (Schedule of Properties) and
Schedule B (Liability Exposures) . Schedule A and B are attached as part of the
minutes. Councilman Lilly read the specifications aloud as follows:
A complete bid is requested on the Following:
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To cover the attached Schedules of Property against the hazards of
fire, extended coverage, and vandalism and malicious mischief in the amounts
shown (See Schedule A).
As an alternate, please show credit available for $100.00 deductible
and $250.00 deductible all hazards.

80
To cover the entire liability exposure of the City of Nitro
(exclusion of motor vehicles). Coverage is desired in the limits of
$250,000.00 / $500,000.00 bodily injury and $100,000.00 property
damage. A schedule of exposures is attached (See Schedule B).
As an alternate, please show credit available for $100.00
deductible and $250.00 deductible on property damage only.
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It is requested that a bid be submitted to cover both of the
above in one policy.
Eleemonsynary Endorsement will be included to preclude use of
governmental immunity.
Bids will be received at City Hall until 5 o'clock p.m.,
Tuesday, February 5, 1974. We reserve the right to reject any or all
bids. Please mark on the sealed envelope the word "BID".
Councilman Lilly stated that currently we have approximately seven (7)
different policies and some overlapping, creating dual coverage on a lot
of the properties. Councilman Lilly explained the Eleemonsynary Endorsement. He added that by this we mean that in the event one of our drivers
drives through someone's home, we have imnunity; and unless this endorsement is in the policy, the carrier can say that he has no liability
because we have immunity and we have no liability. In this case, the
only one that can sue would be the driver. Councilman Lilly requested
that this be advertised in our local newspaper and made a motion that
Council authorize bids to be let for a package policy as outlined on the
specification sheet, for the City insurance. Councilman Casebolt seconded
the motion. Mayor Gibson asked that in the meantime, was there a binder
arrangement. Councilman Lilly replied that there was. Councilman Dewey
Mann asked how would the value be determined on the amount of insurance.
Councilman Lilly stated that as an example, the fire insurance and
extended coverage on the exposure on City Hall, includes the Fire Department Building and the garage that are adjacent to it. They are all
considered as one building, and are referred to as the Municipal Building.
He went on to say that everything is included except the vehicles. He
added that if this building burned down, we have a limit of $250,000.00
on the entire building plus coverage under the group vehicle policy on
vehicles that might be burned up. He added that the value is put at
$25,000 on the contents. Councilman Mann asked if the building was
appraised. Councilman Lilly replied that independent appraisers came in
and measured everything, giving us a complete survey. He added that one
thing has been excluded. On Schedule B, under Liability Exposure, our
Streets and road hazards was excluded. It was their request that at this
particular time we exclude those because this would constitute an assortment of companies coming out and doing the measuring, requesting that this
be done before they would assume any liability. He added that this "is in
the wind" because it is the feeling of the Insurance Conmittee that eventually the trend will be no fault insurance on vehicles. If this happens
we are going to have a lot of attorneys getting involved in other forms
of insurance. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that on Schedule A
under the Sewage Treatment Plant, these are broken down so that we know
actually what these figures are. Councilman Lilly answered that he was
correct. Councilman Lilly added that going to a package deal could constitute in the neighborhood of around a savings of 30% to the City by having
everything scheduled under one contract. He went on to say that taking in
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The Sanitary Department facilities as part of the Package Policy this
could be charged to The Sanitary Department. All Council voted in favor
of advertising for casualty insurance bids on all City-owned properties
Including certain Sanitary Department insurance coverage.
Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning
Corrmittee, reported on the possible location for the City garage. He added
that the Committee had several sites in mind. He went on to say that we
are trying to find a suitable location. He added that he would like to
leave this matter in the Comnittee for further study unless anyone had a
comment.
Under new business, Mayor Gibson stated that in view of the fact
that we have just had a Public Meeting tonight on a proposed amendment of
the existing sanitary sewer rate ordinance, he would like to entertain a
comnent from Mr. Warren Means, who, after the Public Meeting, enlightened
the Mayor on a letter, he had received a day or two ago. He added that
Mr. Means has stayed over for this purpose, and at this time he would like
for Mr. Means to have the floor and explain the letter.
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.Mr. Means reported that he had received a letter from Mr. Fred
Grant, who is the deputy director of the Grant's Administration Branch of
the EPA in Philadelphia. He added that the EPA has devised a new policy
in relation to construction grants in the period that they call the
"pre-construct stage period" which begins with the awarding of a federal
grant. He added that now they have determined that this must be terminated
by the project going into construction within a 24 month period from the
day from the award of the grant. He went on to say that if the project is
not under construction within this 24 month period, the grant will be
withdrawn. He added that he felt that this was something the Mayor and
Council should know. Mr. Means further reported that he had been obligated
to call two communities in West Virginia that are behind the 24 month period.
Their grants will be terminated unless they can give definite proof that
they will be able to go under construction in 90 days from January 1 of this
year. He added he could send the Mayor a copy of this portion of the letter
if the Mayor so desires. The Mayor added that he would appreciate receiving
a copy and asked Mr. Means to relay his title and how long Mr. Means had
been with this Department he is involved with. Mr. Means explained that this
was his third year with the Division of Water Resources, Department of
Natural Resources, and the municipal waste section. He added that primarily
he is the administrator for the construction grants program for the State of
West Virginia. He added that he had a very good report from the EPA, and
they have always been very cooperative with him. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen asked Mr. Means if what he said was that if we do not do something
within 24 months from the time that the money was allocated, they will withdraw all grants. Mr. Means replied that they will withdraw this particular
grant. Councilman Lilly asked if he was speaking of the grant involving the
$604,000.00. Mr. Means replied that this is correct. Councilman Lilly went
on to say that we accepted this on January 16, 1973. Mr .Means explained
that they are concerned with the date they made the grant conmittment, which
would be December 28, 1972. Councilman Lilly added that in other words, we
have approximately one year. Mr. Means replied that this is true; one year
to break ground. The Mayor asked Mr. Means if he would say that at this
point there is still a lot to be done to break ground. Mr. Means answered
that the things you should be cautious of are while the plans are 98% complete
now, the business before the Council tonight has to be resolved first for the
rate ordinance. Then, Mr. Hayne will approach the Public Service Conmission

(PSC) to establish a hearing date. He added that these hearings are
usually four months from the time you ask for a hearing date.
He went on to say that you cannot advertise for bids until
after you have had your hearing with the PSC and they have approved your
rate structure. Then, you must give the contractor 30-60 days to review
the plans or specifications in order that he can make his bid on the contracting the engineer has presented him with. Next, you must accept bids,
tabulate the bid offerings, and award the bid to the lowest bidder. You
can give him a 10 day notice .to proceed. He added that this takes a lot
of time and there is no time to delay. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked if there was such a thing in the wind as to refunding communities
on previous construction programs. Mr. Means replied that this was the
reimbursement project. He went on to say that projects that were constructed during the years of 1956-1972 are eligible for reimbursement if
they did not receive the full amount eligible at that time. From 19561966, the grant level was 30%. If you receive 30%, then you have no reimbursement coming. If you received less than 30%, then you have the difference
coming. In the period of 1956-1972, 50 to 55% was the funding level, which
was possible providing the State had a matching grant program. The State
did not, but the reimbursement law states that these communities can be
refunded up to the amount they could have received had the State had a
matching grant program which was 50% up to approximately 1969-1970. The
EPA determined that the project which met their planning criteria would be
eligible for an extra 10% to make it 55%. He went on to say that if your
project was constructed between the years of 1966-1972, and you received
a 30% grant depending upon what year the construction was completed, you
might be eligible the difference between 50% and 30% or 5570 and 30%. He
added that Mr. Bob Reel, the Deputy Director of the Federal State Relations
in the Governor's Office is handling this now. If you are eligible in any
way, he will be approaching you sometime this week to make sure that you
have a proper application going into the EPA to make yourself eligible for
these funds.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the people at the State
House are organizing any type of bonding force, for the coinnunities. Mr.
Means replied that under the provisions of the State, the Lower Development
Bill, which was passed in 1972 and permits the State to go with a matching
grant program to the federal program such arrangements are possible. The
two commissioners are Dr. Dyer and Sandy Lattimer, Director of the Departmental Resources. They have appointed three other commissioners and have
appointed a director. This director will have to have a staff and office
space. He added that, of course, the legislature must first appropriate the
money to do this. This is something to look forward to in the future. Mr.
Hayne stated that Bob Reel called and set a meeting for January 15, 1974 at
9:00 a.m. in the RIG Office. He added that he had one of his men attend the
meeting for Nitro. He further stated that as a result, he brought this
letter for us to copy on City Stationary and submit. He added that briefly
it says that a copy of a draft of a letter to be written on City of Nitro
letterhead is attached and requests reimbursement in the amount of
$19,232.00. This represents the difference between the Federal funds granted
in 1959 and the current Federal Law. After signing the letter please return
it to Mr. Barrill. He added that Mr. Barrill would take the letter to
Philadelphia with him. Mr. Hayne stated that these figures are from information that was available from EPA records. He added that essentially, the
eligible cost of the project was $639,600.00. The total amount of Federal
assistance received to date on this project is $172,648. He went on to say
that the amount of additional federal assistance requested under Section II
is 30% of the $639,600.00 which is $191,080.00. Subtracting $172,648.00
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from $191,080.00, leaves $19,232.00. Apparently we are eligible for at
least submitting a request to EPA for a reimbursement. This is in line
with what Me. Means has said. Mr. Hayne stated that this is all contrary
to the letter he had written the City in December saying that we were not
eligible for reinbursemant. He added that this was the information that
Mr. Barrill had given him in December;' there was no money to come for any
project. However, now they have looked at it closer, and we were able to
get together on this matter. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if this
reinbursement could be applied to our program. Mr. Hayne replied that he
did not know. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that is there a law
that says we cannot do this. Mr. Hayne replied that he did not know. He
added that there have been some comments that when money is returned, it
should be applied to the old bond indebtedness. He added that if you put
this in the Sinking Fund, it over supplies it; and therefore, you do not
have to pay as much out of Current Revenues. He added that the Sanitary
Board would have to work this out. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Hayne was
familiar with letters that the City has been receiving pertaining to the
fact that the City is supposed to owe them approximately $14,000.00. The
Mayor added that he had received another letter to this effect. Mr. Hayne
replied that this was for planning under the old Cbmmunity Facilities
Administration. In 1964 or 1965, there was some planning done for storm
sewer project. He added that the plans were prepared, submitted, and
approved and the City received the money and they paid for the engineering
that was done on these plans. He added that he has not been able to locate
these plans. He went on to say that under the CFA act at that time, they
advanced this money Interest free. He further added that if and when you
construct the work on these plans, then you are expected to pay out of the
proceeds of that project and repay the CFA. This is the City, not the
Sanitary Board. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked what we were talking
about as far as time. Mr. Kayne replied that it was as far back as 1964
or 1965. He added that we do not have access to the records because the
engineering was done by the municipal engineers. He added that Mr. Joe
Spence, the principal in this, is deceased, and his records are not available. He added that it is probably- a valid project and should be rejuvenated at some time, and that he would attempt to locate a microfilm of
the project. Councilman Mann reported that Mr. Means had made a statement
that the PSC may not look very favorable on our application for rate increase
because it does not include the regional concept. Mr. Means stated that he
did not say the Public Service Conmission, but the Environmental Proction
Agency may not look favorably upon it. Councilman Mann asked what happens
then. Mr. Means replied that before they award you a grant, they would ask
that you include the Rock Branch area in your collection system. He added
that Mr. Krisher pointed out that if the City did this, it would tend to
lower the rates in Nitro. He added that it would seem to him that it would
be an advantage to the residents in the City of Nitro. Councilman Mann
asked if they knew about Rock Branch when this grant was awarded. Mr. Means
stated that they did not necessarily know about it. When they received a
set of plans they study all the adjacent areas. Councilman Mann asked if
the EPA was in the habit of refusing or calling back a grant after they have
awarded it. Mr. Means replied that the grant you have for your treatment
plant in valid. They will not call this one back. Councilman Mann stated
that he was talking about the grant on the proposed collection system on
40th Street and Riverdale Acres. He added that we have our grant on the
treatment plant. He added that the other grant is on the top priority list.
Councilman Lilly asked Mr. Means if he knew how the City could pick up an
additional $319,000.00 from the Federal Government Comnittee. Mr. Means
replied that he did not know but if anyone should consider Revenue Sharing
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money, it can only be applied to the ineligible portions of the project,
which is a very small portion. It cannot be applied to eligible portions
or any portion that you should apply it to would be deducted from the
Federal Grant. The Mayor stated that he had read in the newspaper something to the effect that the Kanawha County Court might propose to
allocate some money to the Dunbar situation. He added that he did not
know how knowledgeable Mr. Means was of this, but he was wondering what
areas they intend to appropriate money; and if they are going to get the
money, why would Nitro not be entitled to some from the Kanawha County
Court, since a large portion of the City of Nitro is in Kanawha County.
Mr. Means replied that Nitro would be just as entitled as Dunbar. He
added that he did not know if the Kanawha County Court had promised any
money to the City of Dunbar, but what they have said is that to these
communities that desire, they will provide 50% of the cost to the system
but it is then up to the residents of the particular area in question to
come up with the other 50%. He added that actually if it is an organized
comnunity, they could do better by going to the EPA. He added that from
the EPA they could get 75% of the cost of the project and would only be
required to come up with the remaining 25%. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated that he thought the County Court was going to allocate $220,000.00
to the Dunbar situation. Councilman Lilly stated that under Revenue
Sharing, the County Court was going to appropriate $220,000.00, but this is
for the other services that cannot be funded or qualified under these funds.
He added that our other costs are so small that if we use our Revenue
Sharing, it penalizes us on what grant we would receive. On the other token,
they are going to a district that is not eligible to Revenue Sharing, and
it is therefore, not deducted from theirs. This is what adds up to the 92%
they are receiving counting the Revenue Sharing money. Mr. Hayne stated
that Putnam County made an allocation to Hurricane, but this was strictly
for the purchase of land which is not an eligible cost. He added that the
commissioner at the meeting Saturday stated that they will put in 50% if
the local area matches the other 50%. Councilman Lilly stated that if we
could use Revenue Sharing we would not necessitate putting the citizens of
Nitro indebt for 35 years.
Mayor Gibson stated that in view of everything that has been said
in regard to the time element and to keep from putting our grant in jeopardy,
I would like to entertain a motion that the Nitro City Council accept what
the Nitro Sanitary Board has proposed to them in the way of a proposed
amendment to the existing Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance for the City of Nitro.
Councilman Mann stated that he was not quite satisfied with one answer to
a question. He added that this was on the $4.08 rate on mobilehomes in that
the main reason was given: this is why they would take this before the Public
Service Comnission because they have a lobby. He added that to him this is
not a good enough reason to base the rate structure. Councilman Lilly
reported that what they did not bring out was that traditionally the mobilehome parks generally have one meter. He added that you might have 50 mobilehomes , but you have only one meter that measures the flow of water that goes
into this mobile park. This being the case, there could be 50 mobilehomes
today, 49 tomorrow, and 37 the next day, 55 the next week and so forth. The
regulation of this would have to be done by making provisions to have someone regulate this everyday. He added that there would be so many skips that
it would be almost impossible to enforce the situation. He went on to say
that by this ordinance they are proposing that we put a rninimum per mobilehome
that is in this park and in this way, we can charge the owner of the park
this minimum. What they are saying is that we are making something that we
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can collect and we can enforce. Councilman Lilly went on to add that we
have in the neighborhood now of approximately $6,000.00 of so called
"uncollectibles" at this point. He further stated that as he understands
the provisions in this, the rating making for this new proposed ordinance
is for $1,000.00 on the new portion. He added that otherwise you would
be forcing the Water Company to come out and install a meter at each
mobilehome and require a deposit, which we cannot do. He further added
that reading through the ordinance, he could get the summation of what
they are asking for. It was not in the old ordinance. Under the old
ordinance, how many trailer parks have we collected for, and what rate
did we use. He went on to say that we had no basis for rate to be used
for any existing facilities that are now being serviced under the situation.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if a building permit is now required to
move a mobilehome into a set-up or removing it. Councilman Lilly stated
that under our zoning situation, two mobilehomes represent a mobile home
park, and our zoning law calls for a complete permit or a card. In other
words, you must have zones and comply with everything in the zoning
situation. He further reported that he read in the paper over the weekend
where West Virginia is one of the few states that do not and will not accept
the standards that the other states have adopted in dealing with mobile
homes. He added that they feel that they are unsafe and are not constructed properly. He added that he felt we should keep our eyes and ears
open to see what the State accepts and then adopt this for our City as a
guideline. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that in this way we are sort
of encouraging the mobile home lobby by giving them a break through.
Councilman Lilly stated that we should face the fact that if we can get a
$4.08 out of someone who we could not get anything out of before, what do
we want to do? Right now, under our existing ordinance, what are we
getting from them? He further explained that we have one pipe that empties
into the collector station, and you might have 10 mobile homes or trailers
feeding into this. Or you might have 150 mobile homes. Councilman Priddy
stated that if we can bill the mobile park owner, why not hold him responsible for $5.10 instead of $4.08. Councilman Casebolt asked the Council if
he understood Mr. Bess when he stated that if they use 4,000 gallons of
water, it would average up to the $5.10. Mr. Bess replied that this is
correct. Mr. Bess added that this $4.08 is based on a count on. a certain
day that the meters are read. Mr. Bess further added that if they moved
these trailers in the day before, they will be paid for the day before.
He added that a trailer park is a fluctuating thing. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen asked if the Sanitary Board charge for a sewer tap. Councilman
at Large Priddy added that according to this ordinance, they will. The
Mayor replied that there is a $25.00 tap charge which goes into the General
Fund. Councilman Dr. Allen asked if they charged for a sewer tap for every
mobile home that went into a park. Mr. Hayne replied no, and Dr. Allen
added that this is the secret. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if he
understood that we are responsible for the service in our City. Mr. Hayne
replied that this is correct. Councilman Tidquist then added that did he
understand that in a trailer park, we are not. Mr. Hayne replied that this
was also correct. Mr. Hayne explained that it is just like the case with
a private house. You are responsible up to the property line for maintaining the sewer, and from the property line to the house, it is the
property owners. The same is true in a mobile home park. The City will run
one tap to the property line and then the mobile park developer must run the
lines within his park and maintain these lines. He added that the City' s
tap is usually one tap for any number of trailers within that park. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if this would make a difference in the cost to
the City. Mr. Hayne replied that it would. Councilman at Large Priddy added
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that an apartment building has only one tap at the property line. The
Mayor added that it minimizes the expense on part of the Sanitary Board.
Mr. Hayne added that as Mr. Krisher said this has been accepted by the
Public Service Commission as they engage in a way of charging trailer
parks. Councilman Mann asked if the Sanitary Board made an inspection
of every sewer tap for every trailer park? Councilman Mann asked what
is meant by a tap. Mr. Hayne replied that when you talk about a tap in
the rate ordinance, you are talking of a physical connection to the main
sewer out in the street. Councilman Casebolt added that we only have one
tap to the main se^er in a trailer park, and if it stops up in the trailer
park, it is no expense to the City. However, if it stops up in the City
line it is an expense. He further added that we have no obligation to go
into the trailer park and unstop it, because it is on private property.
Councilman at Large Tidquist added that it is our expense if it stops at
the meter. Mr. Hayne explained that it is the City's obligation to repair
the line if it stops up at the property line not the meter. Councilman
at Large Priddy then added that we have no meter in a trailer park.
Councilman Lilly stated that if we have 25 trailers the day of the reading,
and the Water Company's bills show "x" number of dollars based on consumption, you break down this consumption based on the formula that is in
our rate ordinance; "x" number of dollars for the first few gallons and
so much for the next and so on. He then added that the greater figure
the $4.08, or whatever the actual reading is on the usage would be what
they are required to pay, for each mobile home in the park. He again pointed
out that if the trailer was there only one day, they must pay for the entire
month. Mr. Kermit Thompson, a citizen of Nitro, added that you can get
$5.10 just as easily as you are going to get $4.10. Councilman Lilly stated
that you should bear in mind that we are not getting anything from them now.
Mr. Thompson stated that he was aware of this, but assume that when you put
this into effect,then you can get $5.10 just as easily as $4.10. Councilman Lilly stated that assume you have 50 trailers involved in the situation.
He added that we are talking about $1.01 per trailer per month per year.
You would be talking about $600.00 involved. Councilman Lilly further stated
that this would be the situation and is something that the PSC is expecting.
We can put it higher and if they don't accept it, then we have to lower the
figure. The object behind this ordinance was to get what would be accepted
and get this project under way. Mr. Hayne stated that something we are
overlooking is that basically, a connection is a connection whether it is
one house, one trailer, or a trailer park. Theoretically, the trailer park
owner would be charged on the gross amount of water because he buys his
water on one meter. Therefore, he would be charged on the gross amount of
water that goes through the meter, and the more he uses, the less his rate
is going to be. He added that he thought that if you would calculate it out,
it would be similar to the schedule for industrial occupants at 40 gallons
per person. This means whereby the City would get more money on this flat
rate charge even though it is less than the flat rate minimum charge. You
get more money by adding up the number of trailers and multiplying it by
$4.08 than you would by taking a meter reading. It is in the ordinance
"whichever is larger!" If the meter reading is the larger, this is what
will be charged. If it is less, you get the minimum flat rate. He went
on to say that a trailer park is different from a house. It is one customer,
one water meter, and one sewer tap, but you are establishing a rate structure
and the PSC has accepted that rate structure that you can charge them on a
flat rate basis. Councilman at Large Priddy added that it was suggested that
we have a pre-hearing conference. Do you suppose that these questions could
be discussed with the PSC at that time. Mr. Hayne replied that he supposed
so and stated that Mr. Vaughn, the attorney for the Sanitary Board, had said
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tonight that he would call a pre-conference. Councilman Casebolt added
that he thought that we had wasted enough time and made a motion that we
approach the PSC for the rate establishment in amended ordinance, plus a 2nd reading.
Councilman Mann added that when you make application for a hearing with
the PSC, you must file the ordinance. He asked if you could amend it
then if you so desire. The Mayor replied that if they think it is a reasonable request, he supposed that they would allow this, but it would depend
on how much of a change it would encompass. Councilman Lilly seconded
Councilman Casebolt's motion. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if we
should not ask the PSC to study these rates. Mr. Hayne added that this
is what you are asking for by submitting the application. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen asked that if we go before the PSC with this rate schedule,
and they do not allow what we are asking for, it must come back to the
Council. Mr. Hayne added that they may arbitrarily establish a rate "depending
on their analysis and the testimonies at the hearing, and they may say that
the rate is too much, not enough, or O.K. Councilman Mann stated that he
had reference to the fact that would not the PSC consider this differential
between the mobile homes and the homes discriminatory. Mr. Means replied
that he doubted it. Mr. Hayne stated that according to Mr. Krisher, this is
the pattern that has been used before. Councilman Mann stated that Mr.
Krisher had said that it was because they had a strong lobby. Mr. Hayne
explained that he did not think that Mr. Krisher meant it this way. He added
that he thought that what he said was that in the past the mobile home people
have appeared in protest against some conmunity that has established a rate
that was different from this, and as a result, the mobile home owners had
protested at the public hearing and they had come to some compromise. He
went on to say that when they go into the Public Service Commission with this
type of rate for mobile homes, then they don't have the opposition from mobile
home owners. He added that there were few mobile home park owners that protested the thing which anyone can do by going up there and protesting the
rate. This is what happened; a few mobile park owners from some community
came in and protested the rate. Councilman Mann asked if we had any mobile
home parks in the City. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that there is one
in Riverdale Acres called Riverview Trailer Park. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen added that there was one on 40th Street Road. Councilman at Large Priddy
added that if we go to a pre-conference hearing, then can we make amendments
at this time. Mr. Hayne added that the City still had time to get any admendments finished before going before the PSC. Mr. Means stated that he recommended that the Council go ahead with the ordinance as it is, go to the preconference hearing and see what develops there, and if the Council feels that
an amendment is necessary and it develops out of this pre-conference, then
submit this amendment at that time. He added that in this way, you would
have enough time to go through your originating machinery before the hearing
actually came about - All Council voted in favor of the increased Sanitary
Sewer Rate Ordinance. Mir. Means stated upon leaving that he was glad to appear
before the Council and if there was anything he could do in the future to be
of further assistance, just call him. The 2nd reading of the ordinance was read.
(A copy of the same being attached hereto and made a part hereof.)
Mayor Gibson stated that Dr. Allen had mentioned in the last meeting
the fact that we were going to the 1971 edition of the Southern Standard
Plumbing Code and that it would be advisable to adopt the 1969 edition of the
Southern Standard Building Code. Mayor Gibson stated that the adoption of
this Code would be very beneficial to the City. He added that this Code is
the modem approach in a booklet form that most municipalities are using. He
added that we could have the first reading tonight if the Council desires.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the Code be read for a first
reading. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. Mr. Kessinger, the City
Attorney, stated that he also had passed out a Notice pertaining thereto
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that would have to be published in the local newspaper, He went on to say
that if the Council so desires, you can pass this Code at the time you
pass the Southern Standard Plumbing Code - All Council voted in favor.
At this point the first reading of the new building Code took place, a
copy of the same being attached hereto, and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to recommend to the
Building and Planning Committee to move forward as rapidly as possible and
to have specifications to present at the next Council Meeting toward the
up-grading of our Police Department office that we have been operating
from. He added that he would also like to include into the specification
the up-grading, petitioning, doing away with the garage door, and changing
what we are now using for a storage room into a lieadquarters for the Police
Chief. Hopefully, another office can be arranged in the storage area for
the Sergeaaiss or whatever. He went on to say that he felt that the Police
Department needs this. We have already made many changes in this department. We have them on a 5-day work schedule now, in liet* of 6, and have
improved their working conditions considerably. The Mayor also added that
in his opinion, we should go ahead and extend the duct work into this area
for heat supply. He went on to say that it would appear appropriate to
him to go ahead and install air conditioning at the same time. He further
reported that what he was thinking of was in terms of working up specifications for materials only. Of course, the air conditioning and the
extension of the heat ducts would be under a separate bid which would
include materials and labor. If the Council does not object, I would like
the Comnittee to work very diligently between now and the next Council
Meeting on this. Councilman Lilly stated that as Chairman of the Police
Committee, he felt that this was well overdue and should have been started
a long time ago. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if this would be paid
for out of Revenue Sharing. Councilman Lilly replied that it would, and
incidentally, the repairs to the City Hall including the new entrance-way
that have been granted by Council are completed. The allocation was for
$8,340.00. It has been completed with the savings of roughly $883.00. He
further added that this was well within line.
Mayor Gibson stated that we had been having trouble with two of
the garbage trucks. Mr. Gene Williams conmented that he has been having
considerable difficulty getting parts and they have been broken down for
two weeks. The Mayor added that he understood that they have been using
dump trucks to pick-up garbage and have no way of compressing it. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked how many garbage trucks are operating now.
Mr. Williams replied that we used to have four, but now only three are
operating. Two belong to the City and one is leased. Councilman Dr. Allen
asked if these two still operating were the new ones. Mr. Williams replied
that they were. Councilman Lilly then asked what models the other two
garbage trucks were. Mr. Williams replied that one is a 1967 model, and
one is a 1969 model. Councilman Lilly then asked what the normal life
expectancy of such a truck is. Mr. Williams replied that it is approximately three years. The Mayor added that if we are not careful we will
get behind in our trash pick-up. Mr. Williams commented that they were
already behind. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked what the solution was.
City Attorney James Kessinger suggested that if this were an emergency
situation, under the West Virginia Code, Chapter 8, emergency steps could
be taken. Councilman Lilly asked&uncilman Paul Hill what his suggestion
would be as Chairman of Garbage Committee. Councilman Hill said the City
now has a 1974 Ford truck and packer leased, and this vehicle could be
purchased if the Council so desired, however he went on to say if this
were not considered an emergency situation and the Council preferred to

I

I

I

-I O

189

I

let out bids, he had two specification sheets drawn up, one for an 18 cu.
yd. refuse packer, including cab and chassis, and one for a 23 cu. yd.
refuse packer including cab and chassis. He went on to say the City now
operates two 23 cu. yd. refuse packers, the reason for going to one
18 cu. yd. vehicle is because in Ward Three and Four, there are alleys
which make it difficult for a larger truck to get through. Since the 18
cu. yd. is a smaller vehicle it would help to correct this problem. He
pointed out that a two weeks delivery date was very possible for the new
trucks. If the Council should decide to rent a garbage truck, the approximate cost would be four or five hundred dollars a month, depending on the
the type of truck. Councilman Tidquist asked if a new garbage truck could
be purchased out of Revenue Sharing. Finance Chairman Thomas Lilly answered
that $12,500.00 had been allocated for one garbage truck, this being the case
according to Councilman Lilly if the Council so desires to purchase two
garbage trucks and they do not exceed $12,500.00 each. Out of the last
allotment we do have the money to pay for them out of Revenue Sharing.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen suggested that since the City could
perhaps get a two week delivery date, he would like to put in the form of
a motion that Specifications Sheets be released for one 18 cu. yd. refuse
packer, and one 23 cu. yd. refuse packer, properly mounted with cab and
chassis. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion, all Council voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson announced to Council that the West Virginia Code
Books from the Michie Company had been received, and there are twenty-one
volumes. Mayor Gibson further stated that the Michie Company gave us a 670
discount.
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Mayor Gibson noted that he did not ordinarily read letters at
Council Meetings, but he had received one • recently that was so complimentary
that he wanted to share it with Council. A resident on Kanawha Avenue
wanted to express his appreciation for the concern that was shown him recently
when he was experiencing great difficulties with a sewer line. The resident
noted that he would like to thank the Mayor's Secretary, Mrs. Frazier, Mr.
Wygal and Mr. Brewer with the Sanitation Department, Mr. Gene Williams, Street
Supt., and Councilman Vernon Casebolt for their efforts in helping to correct
his problems. The Mayor read the letter which was as follows:
403 Kanawha Ave.
Nitro, W. Va.
January 9, 1973

I

Dear Mayor Gibson,
For the past three weeks I have been experiencing
sewer problems that are very disgusting, and maybe I
have made a nuisance of myself at City Hall. After
trying to correct these sewer problems on my own, I
decided that it was the City's fault, since I did
everything I thought possible, without any success.
I followed the route I assumed correct, by notifying
my Councilman. He then got in touch with the City
employees, and although it required some time, I
thought I was getting the "Run Around". However, I
realize that the holiday season delayed part of this.
Yesterday, the City had Cadle Sanitary Company to use
an eel on the main sewer servicing this particular
block, but it did not help my problems. Today, I had
Cadle's to run the eel through my sewer line, (this
was the second time they had done this on my line,)
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and it seemingly has solved the problems.
I would like for you to personally express my
thanks and appreciation to your secretary, Gene
Williams, Mr. Wygal, Tom Brewer, and Vernon Casebolt
for their efforts. It is nice to know that the City
has concern for people and their problems.
Sincerely yours,
Guy L. Arbaugh
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen asked if the Nitro Police
Department had reflector jackets to wear when directing traffic at night
time, or before daylight. He referred to an accident recently where the
Patrolman was directing a heavy flow of traffic, it would have been very
easy for him to have been hurt because of the fog and beaming headlights.
Councilman Lilly said he understands there are luminated gloves that can
be purchased for this particular use. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
discuss this matter with Chief Johnston for his consideration and opinion.
Councilman Priddy mentioned that he had received several phone
calls recently regarding burned out street lights throughout the City.
In his opinion the correct procedure would be to have the report made from
City Hall to Appalachian Power Company. Mayor Gibson agreed this would be
the correct procedure, and he was not aware that it was being handled
otherwise. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen mentioned that it is very
important to get the pole number when reporting the burned out lights.
This would make it easier for the repairman to locate the pole and provide
faster service. Councilman Lilly suggested that after the new street
light system is completed the City should have a map and a list of pole
numbers on file to enable the City to notify the Power Company by exact
pole number when making reports.
Councilman Lilly, Chairman of Finance Committee reported that
The Finance Coranittee met January 9, 1974, and one of the items that was
covered was Workmans Compensation. Premium rates have been raised from
ninety-five cents per one hundred dollars, to $1.96 per hundred dollars.
The workmans Compensation Board notified the City of Nitro in December
1973 that this had happened back the 1st of July, 1973, before this,
allocated in the budget was $2,000.00. What this actually amounts to
according to Lilly, is a tremendous rate increase of our compensation
premium that we must send into the Compensation Board. Coir wages are in
the neighborhood of almost $96,000.00 per quarter, therefore, the premium
per quarter is in the neighborhood of $1,632.00. We are required to maintain a deposit with the Compensation Board one quarterly premium. As of
September 30th, we should have a deposit of $1,632.00, plus a premium of
$1,632.00. So as a result we must go through the mechanism of changing
our budgetary alignment and notify the State Tax Department. Councilman
Lilly said as Chairman of the Finance Committee he would like to put in
the form of a motion that $5,000.00 be transferred from budgetary item line
21, to budgetary item line 49, and that Mr. Melton, Recorder and Treasurer,
notify the State Tax Department of the change in these two lined items in
our fiscal year budget. Motion seconded by Councilman Casebolt, all Council
voted in favor.
City Attorney James Kessinger brought to the attention of the
Council a contract received from Charles Sublett of The Michie Company, in
regard to the Nitro City Ordinances and City Code. According to Mr.
Kessinger, two contracts have been prepared which must be signed by Mayor
Gibson, and Recorder, Tom Melton, and approved by the City Attorney. He
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NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that on the fifteenth day of
January, 1974, at 10:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber in
the City of Nitro, a Southern Standard Building Code ordinance
was passed for first reading in the common City Council in
the City of Nitro. The title of said ordinance to be as
follows:
Save and except such portions as are hereinafter
deleted, modified or amended, the 1969 edition of
the Southern Standard Building Code adopted as the
Building Code of the city and incorporated by reference
herein as fully as if set out verbatim and from the
date on which this chapter shall take effect shall
be governing and controlling for the purposes therein
set forth, mentioned and described.
Said proposed ordinance shall be lodged in the City Recorder's
Office for inspection and a Public Hearing is hereby set for the
fifth day of February, 1974, at 8:00 p.m. during regular Council
Meeting at which time any proponents or opponents may be heard.

ATTESTED BY:

City Recorder

Building Code
Article I. In General
Sec. 16-1. Building Code-Adopted.
Save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified
or amended, the 1969 edition of the Southern Standard Building Code adopted
as the Building Code of the city and incorporated by reference herein as
fully as if set out verbatim and from the date on vrtiich this chapter shall
take effect shall be governing and controlling for the purposes therein
set forth mentioned and described.
Ihree copies of the code adopted hereby shall be filed as a permanent
record in the office of the city clerk and shall be the official Building
Code of. the city.

Notice is hereby given that on the third day of
January. 1974, at 8:30 p.m. in the City Council
Chamber in the City of Nitro, a Southern Standard
Plumbing Code ordinance was passed for firs*
reading in the common City Council in the City of
Nitro. The title of said ordinance to be as follows:
"Save and except such portions as ore
hereinafter deleted, modified or amended, the
1971 edition of the Southern Standard Plumbing
Code adopted as the Plumbing Code of the city
and incorporated by reference herein as fully as
if set out verbatim and from the date on which
this chapter shall take effect shall be governing
and controlling for the purposes therein set
forth, mentioned and described."
Said proposed ordinance shall be lodged in the
City Recorder's Office for inspection and a Public
Hearing is hereby set for the fifth day of February,
1974, at 8:00 p.m. during regular Council Meeting
at which time any proponents or opponents may
be heard.
•
ATTESTED BY: Tom Melton, City Recorder

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
INVITATION TO BID
The City of Nitro will receive sealed bids for
casualty insurance on certain City-owned properties until 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 5. 1974.
Specifications and loss exposure information may
be obtained in the City Recorder's Office. The bids
will be opened during the regular Council
Meeting, Tuesday, February %•, 1974, at 8:00 p.m.
Please mark on the sealed envelope the word
"BID". The City reserves the right to reject any or
all bids.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID
Notice is hereby given that on the fifteenth day
of January, J974, at 10:00 p.m. in the City Council
Chamber in the City of Nitro, a Southern Standard
Building Code ordinance was passed for first
reading in the common City Council in the City of
Nitro. The title of said ordinance to be as follows:
Save and except such portions as are
hereinafter deleted, modified or amended, the
1969 edition of the Southern Standard Building
Code adopted as the Building Code of the city
and incorporated by reference herein as fujly at
if set out verbatim and from the date on which
this chapter shall take effect shall be governing
and controlling for the purposes therein sat
forth, mentioned and described.
Said proposed ordinance shall be lodged in the
City Recorder's Office for inspection and a Public
Hearing is hereby set for the fifth day of February,
1974, at 8:00 p.m. during regular Council Meeting
at which time any proponents or opponents may
be heard.
ATTESTED BY
Tom Melton, City Recorder

The Nitro City Council will receive sealed bids
until 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 5, 1974, in the
City Recorder's Office at Nitro City.Holl for one (1).
1974 model 2J/» tori «*>' artel chassis to be
equipped wtth a 23 cubic yard refuse packer and
one { 1 ) 1974 model 2 ton cab and chassis to be
equipped with on 18 cubic yard refuse packer. The
Council reserves-the right to reject any or all bids.
Sealed Bid should be marked on the outside of the
mailing envelope The b«ts wilt be opened during
the regular Council Meeting, Tuesday, February 5,
1974, beginning at 8:00 p.m.
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went on to say he would like for each Councilman to review the contract
before it goes back to Mr. Sublett. He made reference to the section
asking that the City's Attorney come to the editorial office of the company
in Charlottesville, Virginia, for the purpose of reviewing said manuscript.
If the City Attorney elects to come to Charlottesville, Virginia, for such
purpose, then the Michie Company agrees to defray his traveling expenses
plus lodging. Mr. Kessinger made note that while he, and other city
officials were there, they would go over the revised ordinances and charter,
for 175 pages, the cost would be $3,200.00. Councilman Lilly asked if the
$3,200.00 would cover the cost of the charter also. Mr. Kessinger said
he assumed that it did. Mayor Gibson related that he had communicated
with Mr. Sublett several times recently, and he had indicated to him that
the work on the ordinance may not be completed for at least four to six
months, however, they would bring the finished product about as soon as
possible. Before completion Mayor Gibson suggested that someone from the
Governing body make a trip to Charlottesville, it could be himself, or
some of the Councilmen, or perhaps both.
Councilman Dr. R. V. Allen asked if a letter had been written to
the involved parties on Michigan Avenue in regard to the meeting in an
effort to resolve their problems. Mayor Gibson answered,"Yes, the letter
had been written." The Mayor further remarked that he intended to be
present at the meeting.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting adjourn,
Councilman Lilly seconded. All Council voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
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February 5, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chanters February 5, 1974. Those present were William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom
Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly, and Councilman Dewey Marm. City
Attorney, James Kessinger was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor William D. Gibson.
Rev. James Arbogast gave the invocation.
Mayor Gibson announced that a Sanitary Board Meeting was held in the Council
Glaubers on February 1, 1974, and the minutes of the Public Meeting that was held
January 15, 1974 were approved unanimously by the board and step number two was
also taken, insofar as the Sanitary Board is concerned, and approved the minutes
of the regular Council Meeting that followed the Public Hearing Meeting which also
involve the existing Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance.

I
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING OF JANUARY 15, 1974, ON THE PROPOSED AMMENPMENT TO THE EXISTING SANITARY SEWER RATE ORDINANCE: Mayor Gibson
reminded Council that a copy of the minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting and the
regular Council Meeting had been sent to each member of council several days
previously so they might have an opportunity to review them in detail. Councilman
Dewey Marm asked if there were any discussions at the February 1, Sanitary Board
Meeting on the possibility of having a pre-hearing meeting before the actual
appeal is made to the Public Service Comori-ssion to get the existing sanitary rate
increased. Mayor Gibson replied that the board had merely approved the minutes
of the Public Hearing and also approved the minutes pertaining thereto involving
the regular Council Meeting, which immediately followed, nothing had been changed.
According to the Mayor we still intend to travel the same path that was discussed
and voted upon in both meetings. Councilman Mann said it was not his opinion but
there seemed to be a doubt in the minds of some of the citizens who had been before
the Public Service Comnission, whether or not there could be a pre-hearing, primarily changing the rate on the Mobile Home. He went on to ask if the Council
will be apprised if this can be done. Mayor Gibson said as far as he was concerned
he intended to keep the public informed to the best of his ability on what was
taking place. He went on to say that he had attempted to in the past, and he
certainly intended to in the future. Councilman Casebolt made motion that the
minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting be approved as presented. Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy remarked
that he had been giving this some serious thought the past couple of weeks, and
he had talked to people about the rate structure that the Council had adopted and
if it would be in order at this time a representive of the Nitro Senior Citizens
would like to make a statement from the floor. Mayor Gibson said he could see no
reason why the Council shouldn't hear from a Senior Citizen. At this point former
Mayor W. W. Alexander addressed the Council by saying he was present in regard to
the rate structure set up under the proposed new ordinance. In his opinion a
hardship would be imposed on a great number of elderly people and he could see no
reason why this ordinance could not be changed at this Council Meeting so everyone
in the City, or outside of the City whichever the case may be would not pay on a
usage figure alone and do away with the minimum charge completely. He went on to
say there has been some talk that a pre-hearing meeting is scheduled, this according
to the former Mayor, is usually not done. Usually when you go up before the P.S.C.
you are asking them to agree with the rates that you have set up in your Ordinance,
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in other words if there is going to be any changes made in this ordinance in
regard to rates that should be done right here, not before the P.S.C. What
you would be doing if you were talking about getting some changes made up there
is going up with a paper in one hand giving them the paper, and saying this is
what we want, but then you come right back and say we want this changed. He
went on to say that if there are going to be any changes made here is the place
it should be done, you are the people of Nitro, not the P.S.C. The people of
Nitro are not going to look at the P.S.C. to give them relief on these rates,
if they are going to have any relief at all, they are going to get it from
this body here or they are not going to get it. I have talked to a great number
of people in the past two weeks, and I have yet to find anyone who disagrees
with this thinking. I don't think the people are going to get any relief at all
if we expect them to get it from the P.S.C., they are going to have to get it
from you gentlemen here, and there is no way to set up these rates other then
by usage alone. He went on to say he could see no reason at all to go to the
P.S.C. and ask them to make a change up there. The former Mayor respectfully
requested Council to do away with the minimum charge and charge everyone on a
straight usage basis. He stated if you don't do it that way, then I am afraid
you are going to be in trouble. Mayor Gibson thanked Mr. Alexander for his
remarks. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen asked if he could make a reply
to the former Mayor's suggestions. At the time that we approved this, according
to Dr. Allen, it was not his intentions to ask the P.S.C. to amend it. It was
his intention to go and get some feeling from those people, then come back to
Council and ask the Council to amend. He went on to say he was not concerned
with the P.S.C. making the amends, for example; the mobile homes situation to
him was not fair, however, he was going to check with the owners to find out
what their feelings were and as far as a minimum rate, if it can be cut down to
3,000 gallons and start there as a minimum he would like to know how they felt
M
about it. Former Mayor Alexander again said, "if the Council went up and asked
•
the P.S.C. to approve these rates, you wouldn't be coming back before the City
|
|
Council, the P.S.C. would either prove or disaprove." Council at Large Dr.
Allen explained, that Council would not go before P.S.C. the first time, but
would go up as a body to a pre-conference meeting, there are some changes that
he would like to suggest be made if it would be advisable to change them.
Councilman at Large Allen asked Councilman at Large Keith Priddy if this were
true. Councilman Priddy answered, "if they would accept this type of preconference hearing." The former Mayor said he had never at anytime heard of
anyone going to a pre-conference meeting with the P.S.C. Councilman Dewey Mann
added that in the past there had been pre-conference hearings held, he went on
to say that this matter in his opinion is very big and very important, and we
must take the advise of the experts, such as the attorneys, C.P.A. 's and
engineers, and he had understood from these experts that a pre-conference could
be arranged to seek some information and advice to bring back to Council. He
stated also that he had confidence that whatever the governing body could pass
they could also amend, and it is his belief that whatever the Council has suggested about the pre-conference meeting is not true, then the City Attorney and
the Nitro Sanitary Board Attorney, who were present at the Public Hearing Meeting,
would not have agreed to this pre-conference meeting, and they should know about
these things. This matter is so important that the issue should not be rushed.
Former Mayor Alexander went on to say that the way this is set up now you would
be discriminating against 9570 of the people of Nitro, and he feels that all Council
has to do is say we are going to delete from the ordinance all minimum bills and
base rates on usage only. He recalled during his reigh in office he had been
Hj
given citations many times, and on some occasions been threatened to being put
•
in jail; however, the former Mayor said he had never worried about it. He
•
agreed that this project was needed, but his feelings were that all of these
people should not be discriminated against in order to get it. Councilman
Dewey Mann again referred to the C.P.A. 's, they have advised us as to what rate
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structure is necessary, and the governing body does not want to throw the
whole system into bankruptcy. If for instance no minimum charges were set
up, a mobile home could come in one day and leave in four or five days, and
they wouldn't be paying but a very small amount if any, and vacationers who
can afford to leave town for several weeks or all winter, apparently would
not be paying anything. Councilman Thomas Lilly spoke out to say that for
the past six months since this sewage has been discussed, he has not taken
the words of any expert pro or con as to what should be done. First of all
Councilman Lilly said he would like for it to be known that it is not his
intention as a Councilman of letting the current rate increase get through
to the Public Service ComnLssion. He made mention that this was his first
public statement on this aspect. Secondly, as far as discriminating against
the elder based strictly on water usage itself, Councilman Lilly pointed out
that at the present time approximately 42% of all residents in Nitro are paying
minimum water charge now. In other words, if these were screened very close
you would find that probably at least 50% of them have been discriminated
against for the past considerable years, not on usage itself, but on the minimum charge. On mobile homes if a survey were made, you would probably find
a lot of mobile homes have not been paying at all, except for the last few
months, so according to Councilman Lilly the Council is not giving them a big
shake over what they have had in the past. He went on to say that he believes
that perhaps $1.00 added to the present $2.60 minimum charge would be adequate,
however, Councilman Lilly said he could see no way that we can go on usage
alone because it just will not work out that way what-so-ever. If we are going
to go in debt we need X number of dollars to do this, we have to be basically
guaranteed that we have minimums coming in to meet those expenses, particularly
if you go bond in debt. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if the Sanitary Board
Attorney has approached the P.S.C. about a hearing yet. Mayor Gibson replied
not to his knowledge, the Sanitary Board Attorney, Mr. Dennis Vaughn, had
attended the February 1, meeting however, he made no statement as to whether
or not he had contacted P.S.C. Councilman Lilly pointed out that the Sanitary
Board Attorney had nothing to do with contacting the P.S.C., it was the Nitro
City Council who asked for the rate increase; according to Councilman Lilly
the City's attorney would be the one to request the meeting. Councilman at Large
Priddy then asked if Mr. Kessinger had contacted the P.S.C. Councilman Lilly
replied that by-roads are being made now to get a pre-hearing conference. It
has not been ascertained and the meeting will not be with the P.S.C., but it will
be with the ones who actually do the investigation in making the^/rate charges, etc.
Mr. Kermit Thompson stated, "if the majority of Council Members feel that
this rate is excessive why proceed any further, why not amend it now, lower the
rate, go on the P.S.C. and get it approved. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
said he was not sure this was the answer, to Mr. Thompson's question, but it
is his opinion that the Sanitary Board is supposed to present the proposal to
the Council if there is to be a lower rate. Mr. Thompson expressed his belief
that the governing body has the authority to change the rate. Councilman Lilly
asked Mr. Thompson what he would suggest the rate be changed to. Mr. Thompson
replied,"why not leave it the way it was, and proceed on usage basis."
Councilman Lilly asked Mr. Thompson if he had sewers in his establishment.
Mr. Thompson answered that he did have. Councilman Lilly remarked that half of
the residents in his ward (Ward 4) did not even have sewers, he made mention that
they had been promised sewers at least ten years ago, but still had none.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had started working on this project immediately
upon taking office July 1, 1972, he went on to say he had spent thousands of hours
already and the Councilmen had done likewise. He has negotiated with the very
best professional people available in the valley, he went on to say that he had
made a trip to Pittsburg and was accompanied by two Registered Professional Civil
Engineers, and the Executive Director of the Regional Intergovernmental Council,

and they had all spent a considerable amount of time with the federal people.
Mayor Gibson mentioned that Mr. Warren Means, who is with the Water Resources,
Department, a Division of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources,
attended the February 15, Public Hearing Meeting and he so advised the Council
that there was only twenty-four months in which to break ground from the time
that the Federal Grant was offically awarded. Mr. Means also documented this
in letter form. The first grant that was awarded was dated December 28, 1972.
Mayor Gibson went on to say that if we only have twenty-four months to break
ground he personally feels that we just cannot drag our feet. He reminded
Council that a motion was on the floor and had been duly seconded, that the
minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of January 15, 1974 be approved. All
Council voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE LAST REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING BEARING THE DATE
OF JANUARY 15, 1974: Councilman Tidquist made a motion that the minutes be
approved, Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
JANUARY FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, reported that at the close of business December 31, 1973, the City
had^a cash balance on hand of $27,712.82. Receipts for the month of January
1974 totaled $40,433.45. This made a total of $68,146.27. Disbursements for
the month of January were $48,518.76. This left a cash balance at the end of
January 1974 of $19,627.71.
OPENING OF INSURANCE BIDS FOR CASUALTY INSURANCE ON CERTAIN CITY PROPERTIES
PACKAGE POLICY: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of Insurance Committee reported
that four bids had been received, and had passed them around to Council to be
opened. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on the first bid from
McDonough-Caperton-Shepherd-Goldsmith, Ins. Company of New Hampshire: $100.00
deductible $2,882.00 $250.00 deductable $2,756.00. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
reported on the bid from Carson Insurance Company on property Insurance,
$100.00 deductible $1,669.00, and $250.00 deductible $1,635.00. The annual
premium is $1,703.00 with no deductibles. Comprehensive General Liability
Insurance, the annual premium varies from $2,707.00 to $2,550.00. Councilman
Casebolt quoted total figures of $4,410.00 without deductible. $4,279.00 with
$100.00 deductible, and $4,185.00 with $250.00 deductible. Councilman Lilly
reported on the bid from Insurance Exchange, Buckey Insurance Company, no
deductible, $3,397.00, and $2,822.00 with $100.00 deductible. Councilman Dewey
Mann informed Council that the bid in which he opened was from the Woody Ammar
Insurance Company: $100.00 deductible, $4,878.00, $250.00 deductible $4,686.00.
Mayor Gibson recommended that these bids be placed in the Insurance Conmittee
for further study, and report back at next Council Meeting. A copy of the
insurance bids are to be made a part hereof, and attached hereto.
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SECOND READING FOR THE 1971 EDITION OF THE SOUTHERN STANDARD PLUMBING CODE:
Mayor Gibson asked for approval of the second-reading of the 1971 Edition
of the Southern Standard Plumbing Code. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made
a motion that the second reading be accepted. Councilman Casebolt seconded, all
Council voted in favor.
SECOND READING FOR THE 1969 EDITION OF THE SOUTHERN STANDARD BUILDING CODE:
Mayor Gibson asked for approval of the second reading of the 1969 Edition of
the Southern Standard Building Code. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that
the second reading and the Code be accepted, Councilman Priddy seconded, all
Council voted in favor.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR REMODELING AND OFFICE ADDITIONS TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
(SPECIFICATIONS FOR MATERIALS ONLYyi Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the
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Building and Planning Committee distributed specifications for up-grading the
Police Department. He brought to the attention of the Council that these specifications were for materials only. This would include remodeling the present
garage, converting it into two offices, suspending the ceilings in the hallways,
and glass and stone to fill in the front of the garage, plus a stone planter.
Councilman Kill made a motion that the specifications be let for bids, Councilman
Casebolt seconded. All Council voted in favor.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR-CONDITIONING FOR ONE SIDE OF CITY
HALL, INCLUDING THE NEW OFFICE AREAS PROPOSED FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of Building and Planning Committee distributed
specifications for Central Heat and 60,000 BTU Air Conditioning for the East
side of City Hall, running North of the Police Department. This would include
the newly proposed office area. He went on to say the duct work in the hallway was also included in the specifications . Councilman Hill made a motion that
the specifications be let for bids. Councilman Casebolt seconded, all members
of Council voted in favor.
OPENING OF BIDS FOR TWO 1974 MODEL GARBAGE TRUCKS

I

Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of Garbage Committee, announced that bids had
been received on two 1974 model Garbage Trucks. The first bid opened by Councilman Hill was from Bert Wolfe Ford, Inc. , of Charleston, W. Va. One 20 cu. yd.
F700 - $13,592.90. One 23 cu. yd. F700 $14,522.90 - 30 to 60 days delivery date.
Councilman Lilly reported on the second bid from Truxmore, of Richmond, Virginia,
One 18 cu. yd. Packer, $12,500.00 immediate delivery, One 23 cu. yd. Packer
$15,145.00. Councilman Hill made a motion that this be placed in the Garbage
Committee in order to give them a chance to closely study the specifications
before making a decision. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion. All voted in
favor.
Gibson announced that he had revised the Nitro City Council Committees
in order to give a better overall balance. He went on to say if any member of
Council would like to discuss this revision he would be happy to discuss it at
the present time, or later. Mayor Gibson presented each member of Council with
the revised list.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen had no new business.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported there currently is no street light
on Frederick Street. After checking, he discovered that Appalachian Power Company
did not have one listed for Frederick Street on their proposal list. Councilman
Priddy went on to say he had checked other areas in town that needed street lights,
but found they were listed on the current proposal stations . Mayor Gibson
mentioned that the Appalachian Power Company had already done a tremendous amount
of work toward up-grading Nitro ' s street lights . He has received many favorable
comments from citizens, and although the job has not been finished yet, the
Appalachian Power Company is continuing to work on the project. Councilman Priddy
suggested the light be placed midway on Frederick Street. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy made a motion that a letter be sent to Appalachian Power Company,
asking them to install a light on Frederick Street. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen seconded. All voted in favor.
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Councilman Keith Priddy, Chairman of the Dog Pound Committee related that
he had attended a meeting recently in St. Albans, of the Three City Pet Control
Board, and new guidelines had been established. In the future when the Humane
Officer is scheduled to work in the Nitro area, he will report to the Police
Department, and collect all complaints received from the citizens. At the end
of the day he will turn in a work sheet stating which areas he has worked, and
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his accomplishments. This, according to Councilman Priddy will enable the
citizens to receive a more thorough report of their complaints.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy still reporting on new business related
that he would like to make a motion to approach the Public Service Commission
about a pre-hearing conference with the feasibility of eliminating minimum
charges on the City's Sewage System, and going with the actual usage.
Councilman Lilly said he would like to Interject something at this point. » vJe
would not approach the Public Service Commission about the usage, this would have
to come from some other source. Lilly went on to say, we could approach them
about making any changes in our sewage system, and ask for approval of the actual
ordinance. Councilman at Large Priddy said he would like to go on record that we
will approach the Public Service Commission with this idea. Councilman Mann asked
if we could include to assertain as much information on all matters pertaining to
our ordinances. Councilman Casebolt said he was in favor of doing everything that
we could do to help the senior citizens of Nitro, but he felt like we could not
afford to speculate. It is necessary, in his opinion to know just how much minimum charges that can be counted on each month. Councilman Lilly said he would
second the motion made by Councilman Priddy, so it could get on the floor.
Councilman Mann said he would like to make an amendment to the motion. He would
like to assertain as much information as possible in regard to all phases of our
ordinance, don't restrict it to those two tilings. Councilman Priddy said he would
add that to his motion and to also add we should report back to the people as to
the results of the Public Service Commission pre-conference meeting. Councilman
Lilly asked if Councilman Priddy would like to withdraw his motion and make a new
one. Councilman at Large Priddy said he would like to make a motion that the
Council approach the Public Service Commission with the feasibility of eliminating
the minimum rates on our sanitary rate structure, going with the actual usage, and
that we have the complete information, as much as we can assertain from them to
our complete ordinance, and to have a Public Meeting to relay the information back
to the people whom we represent. Mayor Gibson said if this meant advertising again
for a Public Meeting, and if it would jeopardize our Federal Grants that he would
stand on any and every street corner in Nitro and object to that. He was most
definitely in favor of keeping the public informed, but by waiting to advertise a
Public Meeting again could jeopardize the Federal Grants that we have worked so
long and deligently for, to the tune of almost a million dollars of federal money,
he would most certainly object. Councilman Tidquist asked if advertising a Public
Meeting would be necessary. Councilman Mann suggested informing the public by
regular Council Meeting. Mayor Gibson said in that case he would not object. All
Council voted in favor of the motion.
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Councilman Casebolt, for Ward Three, reported on several complaints that he had
received from residents of the 600 - 900 block of Kanawha Avenue. They have requested that the street be made wider to enable emergency vehicles to travel on
that street. Councilman Casebolt narrowed the area in question from Hickory Street
to Juniper Street. Councilman Lilly asked if Washington Street could be added to
this request, Councilman Casebolt agreed. Mayor Gibson suggested that this be
placed in the Street and Traffic Committee, and report back at next Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on a poor drainage problem that has
existed for several years on 39th Street East, near the property of Freda Patton.
He went on to say that during the heavy rains the area was practically flooded, and
the children could not get out to go to school. Councilman Tidquist wanted to
know what the Council intended to do to correct this problem. Mayor Gibson said
on Saturday, February 2nd, Councilman Hill of the 2nd Ward, had requested James
Kessinger, City Attorney, to check a situation on 18th Street Hill that needed
attention. After checking this problem, He, Mr. Kessinger, and Councilman Hill
drove out to 40th Street to check on the much discussed bad health situation that
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existed at a residence on 40th Street, that is owned by Reuben Harrison. Since
they were so close to 39th Street East, they investigated the problem that
Councilman Tidquist is referring to. Councilman Tidquist asked why he had not
been notified that they were going to check on this problem. Mayor Gibson again
said that when the three of them met at 10:30 Saturday moming, they were totally
unaware that they would end up checking the drainage problem on 39th Street. It
just so happened that the attorney had some extra time, and they thought since
they were so close, it would be well if they had a look at the situation. At this
point Mayor Gibson offered to apologize publicly to Councilman TLdquist if he had
offended him in any way. Councilman Hill said after checking, it appeared to him
that 40th Street was there before the house, and the drain was put in on another
lot, and the ditch was extended to the creek. Councilman Hill said that Mr.
Kessinger was going to check the map, and also check with the Department of
Highways, as to whether or not the City has an easement through that area. Mayor
Gibson told Councilman Tidquist that he had already attempted to get the wheels in
motion on this, and Mr. Kessinger had so advised that it would be wise to get the
Department of Highways involved if possible. Mayor Gibson also said there are
other similar situations throughout Nitro that need our attention, referring to one
in Brookhaven that had existed for sometime.
Councilman Lilly, Councilman for Ward 4, suggested that a letter be sent to
the Department of Highways, requesting them to make every effort to fulfill their
responsibility toward keeping the drains and ditches cleaned out along Route 25,
in the Riverdale Acres area, and to impress upon the people who live there that it
is a criminal offense to stop up these drains. Also to question them when plans
for the four-lane highway, that was mentioned, would be made known. Mayor Gibson
reminded Council that they each had a copy of the letter from the Department of
Highways, notifying him that a stop light would be installed at 40th Street and
1st Ave. Mayor Gibson said immediately upon receiving the letter he called to
ask for an approximate date, and was told that it would be installed sometime in
July 1974. Councilman Tidquist said he could not understand why a stop light
could not be installed at 19th Street and 1st Ave. Councilman Mann mentioned a
lot would depend on the traffic count. Mayor Gibson said when this was mentioned
before he was told that the light could not be synchronized with the railroad
crossing.
Councilman Lilly then made a motion that the Garbage Comnittee be given the
authority to act itimediately, on the decision to purchase two new garbage trucks,
due to the fact the City is faced with an emergency situation, and is in need of
the trucks. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion, all Council voted in favor.
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7 Councilman Paul Hill, for Ward 2, noted that the 18th Street Hill drainage
problem had already been brought to the Council's attention earlier in the meeting.
Councilman Hill said he had spoken to Gene Williams, the Street Superintendent, and
Mr. Williams stated that possibly the Street Department could do the work. Councilman Hill said he would like to go on record as having let the people in the 18th
Street Hill section know that we are trying to get this situation resolved as soon
as possible. They have had this problem for such a long time. Councilman Hill made
a motion to get a cost estimate on pipe to be used for this project. Dr. R. V. Allen
Councilman at Large, seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor. Mayor Gibson
pointed out that there is a possibility that we would have to get someone with a
smaller back-hoe bucket to help with this job. Councilman Hill went on to say that
he had also received complaints about potholes throughout the city. Mr. Williams
reported that the reason these holes had not been repaired was because all the
asphalt plants have been closed, and are not scheduled to reopen until March. However, just as soon as the materials are available to patch the holes, the Street
Department will start to work on them. Mayor Gibson said he thought perhaps the
main streets of town should receive attention first.
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Councilman Hill brought to the attention of Council that sometime ago we
repealed an ordinance that the Parks, Recreation, and Watershed be delegated
to the Recreation Committee, and for about six months of course, we had a
Recreational Director, and he resigned. Six months have passed and February
is here, and March is on us, and we are in a bad need and urgent need for a
Park Director. I would like to make a motion that we delegate all of these
responsibilities back to the Mayor, so that he can interview and get a Parks
and Recreation Director, so we can open this year on time. Councilman Lilly
seconded the motion. All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Dewey Mann, of Ward One, said he had received some complaints
from concerned citizens in the Brookhaven section, in regard to youths shooting
pellet guns in an undeveloped wooded section of that area. Councilman Mann
said he was interested in finding out if it were legal to erect signs stating
"Guns prohibited", the property in question is within City limits. He went on
to say that Estell & Greenlee Real Estate Company owned the property, and they
had agreed to post the signs if it were permissible. Council members agreed
that it would be legal to post the signs.
Councilman Mann, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee said that he had
received a letter from the Michie Publishing Company, confirming the fact that
they had received the Ordinance Books, and the contract had been awarded.
Councilman Mann said the Ordinance Committee met on January 31, for the purpose
of going over the ordinances and discussing some of the things that should be
included. He went on to say that he had contacted each Council member, asking
that they make a note of any suggestions as to the additions or amendments that
they would like to be referred to the Ordinance Coirmittee for discussion. The
Council members thought it might be just as well to wait until the rough draft
is received from the Michie Company, before we notify them as to the revisions
or additions that we have suggested be made to the ordinances. Mayor Gibson
agreed with the Committee that it would be good if each Councilman make a list
of additions or amendments, and give them a lot of serious thought, and feed
the information into the Committee. Councilman Mann announced that the Conmittee
would wait for the suggestions to be received from Council members.
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Councilman Casebolt said he was sure there was an ordinance regarding riding
a bicycle on city sidewalks, in the business area. He would like to recommend
that the ordinance be enforced. He related that recently he was almost run down
by a 10 speed bicycle, as he was leaving Gasto's Hardware.
Mr. Okey Kessel spoke from the floor asking where the mobile homes were
located that were under discussion earlier in the meeting. Councilman Casebolt
said most of them were located outside of City limits. Mr. Kessel remarked that
if they receive the convenience such as he, they had no right to pay less than
him. Councilman Casebolt said there is one tie-in for a mobile home park, and
the City is not responsible to one trailer in that park. He went on to say the
only thing the City is responsible for is the one tie, and the main sewer. Anything else is the responsibility of the owner. However, Councilman Casebolt said
if it were a mobile home on a private lot, then it is considered a residence. In
other words, the proposed lower sewage rate is regarding mobile parks.
Councilman Casebolt moved that the Council Meeting be adjourned, Councilman
Priddy seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
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NITRD CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

February 19, 1974

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chanters, February 19, 1974. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor;
Tom Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, and Councilman Dewey
Mann.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William Gibson. Rev.
James Arbogast gave the invocation.
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Mayor Gibson reminded each councilman that they had received a copy of a
letter dated February 18, 1974, from Mr. James Kesslnger, Attorney at Law,
submitting his resignation as Nitro's City Attorney. After reading the letter
to council, Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Kessinger had practiced law in this area
for fourteen or fifteen years, and to his knowledge has done an extremely good
job, and in his opinion he has done an all-around good job for the City of Nitro,
and in many respects Mayor Gibson went on to say, I am very reluctant to make
this announcement. However, as Mr. Kessinger so stated in his letter, he has
accepted the position as Assistant Prosecuting Attorney of Lincoln County, and
feels that his time will be limited to the extent that he could not fulfill his
obligation to the City of Nitro. Mayor Gibson said that he would like to recommend to council Mr. Kessinger's letter of resignation be accepted, and that
Mr. Frank Armada be appointed to serve as the City Attorney for the City of
Nitro. Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Armada has practiced law in this area for ten
or twelve years, and has proven himself to be an outstanding attorney. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Mr. Armada be appointed. Councilman Dewey Mann
seconded. All council voted in favor, except Councilman Lilly and Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy who opposed.
Approval of Minutes of the February 5, 1974 Nitro City Council Meeting,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen so moved the minutes be approved, Councilman
Dewey Mann seconded. All council voted in favor.
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Approval of January Financial Statement: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman
of the Finance Committee, made mention that there were a few corrections to be
made, the first one being on page 5 dealing with disbursements; item 21 that
reads revised estimate $107,688.00, should be corrected to read $102,688.00,
according to Councilman Lilly this was the revision approved through the State
Tax Department, November, 1973. Likewise, item 49, Workman's Compensation
Premiums which reads $2,000.00, should read $7,000.00. Under item 60B page 5,
which reads $300.00, should be corrected to read $800.00. After having made
these corrections Councilman Lilly moved that the January 1974 Financial Statement
be approved. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy questioned item 23, on page 2 regarding the R.D.A. landfill, the
amount of payment being $703.08. He asked how the usage was determined, by poundage, or volume of the truck. Councilman Lilly answered that we are charged by
cubic yards. Initially when this was started, Councilman Lilly went on to say,
we were charged for 23 cubic yards, due to the fact that we had a 23 cubic yard
refuse truck, so we make sure since that time that our trucks are filled to
capacity before they go to the dump. According to Councilman Lilly the City of
St. Albans went on record and challenged this situation and he understood that
an agreement had been worked out, so they pay only on usage. However, we make
sure that we have a full load Mr. Lilly said again.
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Councilman at Large Priddy asked how they ascertain their usage. Councilman
Lilly said from what he could gather it was just a guesstimation on both parts,
in other words the driver says, "I guess I have this much," and the man at the
landfill says "I guess you have that much." Councilman at Large Priddy suggested that perhaps we should do a little negotiating since some type of trash
will compact more tightly then other. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist wanted
to know if this pertained only to garbage trucks. Councilman Lilly said this
also included trash trucks. He went on to say under the health regulations we
are not allowed to dump any more in the City's landfill, so everything has to
be transported to the R.D.A. landfill to be disposed of. Mayor Gibson reminded
council that a motion was on the floor to approve the January Financial Statement, and had been duly seconded. All council voted in favor.
Report on Insurance Bids For Casualty Insurance On Certain City Properties:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, temporary acting Chairman of InsuranceConmittee,
reported that four bids had been submitted, and the low bid was the Buckeye Union
Insurance Company with $100.00 deductible, total bid annual premium $2,822.00.
Councilman Priddy made a motion this bid be accepted. Mayor Gibson mentioned that
each councilman had received a copy of each insurance bid that had been made.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All council voted in favor except Councilman Lilly, he did not vote due to the fact he is involved in the insurance business.
Open Bids On Materials For Remodeling Police Department: Councilman Paul
Hill, Chairman of Building and Planning Comnittee reported that two bids had been
received. One from Southern Supply $4,711.67; Councilman Hill noted however, they
were unable to bid on one item listed on the specifications; this being 3 equal
lites, and glass, this could be purchased from General Glass Company according to
Councilman Hill. Councilman Thomas Lilly reported the second bid from Lantz Lumber
Company, in the amount of $6,526.00, including the glass. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen asked what size glass was asked for; Councilman Hill replied
6' - 8" in height, and 4' - 2" in width;/ thermopane glass with a 20 year warranty.
Mayor Gibson asked Councilman Lilly the approximate cost of the glass listed in
the bid. Councilman Lilly replied; for three pieces of thermopane glass 4' - 2" X
6' - 8", 20 year warranty, $1,574.00. Councilman Casebolt remarked that since this
would still not match the first bid from Southern Supply, he would like to make a
motion that the council accept the bid from Southern Supply, hire the work done and
get the job started. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion. All council voted in
favor.
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Open Bids For Central Heat & Air Conditioning For East Side of City Building
Including Materials and Labor: Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of Building and
Planning Comnittee said four bids had been received. Councilman Mann reported on
the first bid; Mountain-Air Heating and Air Conditioning Company, $2,790.00, with
full payment upon completion. Councilman Hill announced the second bid was from
Bennett Refrigeration Service in Poca, $3,200.00. Councilman Lilly reported on
bid from Teays Valley Heating and Cooling in Hurricane, $2,208.60, warranty, 1 year
free parts and labor; 5 years warranty on compressor. Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy opened the fourth bid which was from Kerstein Engineering Company of
Charleston, $2,785.00, completion date 30 days. Councilman Lilly made a motion to
place bids in the Building and Planning Comnittee with the quthority to act on the
low bid, if it should meet with the specifications. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
seconded. All council voted in favor.
Report On Bids For Garbage Trucks: Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of GarbageHealth and Trash Committee reminded each councilman that they had received a copy
of the minutes of the Garbage-Health and Trash Conmittee Meeting, in which the
conmittee had reviewed the two bids that were received for two new garbage trucks.
One bid from Bert Wolfe was $28,114.90, the other bid from Truxmore was $27,645.00.
The conmittee recomnended that the low bid from Truxmore be accepted, noting
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that they meet specifications. Councilman Hill placed in the form of a motion
that the two new trucks be purchased from Truxmore. Councilman Casebolt seconded.
All council voted in favor.
Traffic Flow Problem 600-900 Block of Kanawha Aye., Arid Other Areas Nearby:
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of Street and Traffic Conmittee,
reported that he had been out of town and had not had an opportunity to meet with
the coirmittee to make a thorough check of this situation. He went on to say he
would try to have a report ready by the next council meeting.
Estimate On Materials In Regard To Storm Drain Problem on 18th St. Hill:
Councilman Hugo Tidquist, Chairman of the Storm Drain Comnittee, related that
he had not been out of town, but had been unable to check this out; he thought
Mr. Gene Williams, Street Superintendent, might have a report. Mr. Williams had
discussed this problem with Councilman Paul Hill, since this problem exists in
his ward. Councilman Hill said to correct this problem, approximately 72 ft. of
10 in. pipe at a cost of $3.25 per ft. would be needed. Councilman Hill made a
motion that 80 ft. of 10 in pipe be purchased to do this job. Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy asked if the City's equipment and manpower would be used, he
was told that it would be. Councilman Priddy seconded the motion. All members
voted in favor. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the money was available,
Councilman Lilly answered "yes."
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Mayor Gibson announced that he had met that day with Rev. James Arbogast,
Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, and they had discussed the possibility of the City of Nitro, and the St. Paul's United Methodist Church operating
on a cooperative basis a parking lot. According to Mayor Gibson the church owns
the lot beside the church, and located directly across from City Hall. The
parking lot would provide more parking space for our citizens who frequent City
Hall, as well as giving City employees more parking space. Mayor Gibson said
oftentimes when there was a funeral, and the present parking area was blocked
off, it was very difficult to find a place to park, and it was necessary to park
in the Kanawha County School's parking lot, and they are not too happy about
this. It was suggested by Rev. Arbogast that the City pave the lot, for the
privilege of using it. Rev. Arbogast further stated that the Board of Deacons had
voted approval of the plan. Mayor Gibson recommended that this be placed in the
Street and Traffic Comnittee, bring the City Attorney into the picture, and check
out the legal aspects, and perhaps report back at the next Council Meeting. Mayor
Gibson noted that in his opinion more parking area is very much needed.
Mayor Gibson announced that on February 18, 1974, he had started on the payroll a new Recreational Director, Mr. Stephen Mullins. A resume has been passed
out to each councilman Mayor Gibson said, and it should be self explanatory.
Mr. Mullins has spent seven years in the Navy. As a yeoman he has worked in an
office dealing with high ranking officers. Upon completion of his military service
he was given an honorable discharge. He graduated December 1973 from Marshall
University with a degree in Physical Education and Health. Mayor Gibson went on
to say that he had spent a tremendous amount of time with Mr. Mullins, and he had
every reason to believe that he will make a dynamic Recreational Director.
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Mayor Gibson said that recently he was approached by the Nitro Businessmen
and Professional Association, requesting that the City cooperate with them in every
way possible to improve the downtown parking situation. Mayor Gibson said he had
met with some representatives of this association, and he had also called Mr. Layman
Smith, a high ranking official with the Department of Highways to see if he would
send down to the City of Nitro, an engineer, along with some maps to assist us in
the parking plaza area, located where the old railroad depot used to be. This could
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give us some Insight as to what property is owned by the Department of Highways,
and if they would be willing for the City to use some of the land for parking.
Mr. R. L. Smith and Mr. Kitts were sent down, and a meeting was held in the Mayor's
office, along with several of Nitro businessmen. Mayor Gibson said today he was
back in touch with Mr. Lee West with the Department of Highways, and he said they
wanted to send down a surveyor to determine who owns the land. Mayor Gibson said
he would like for the council to become involved, and would like to place this in
the Traffic and Street Committee, and request that they work with the City Attorney,
and the State Road Commission as to any entanglement that might occur. Mayor Gibson
referred to an area extending about 100 ft. in the up river direction. He said if
this could be filled in perhaps some angle parking could be made, and encourage
motorists to park in a given direction. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen asked
if the State Road Commission had a traffic engineer that we could consult with.
Mayor Gibson said they are very cooperative, and he felt sure this could be
arranged.
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Mayor Gibson said he also discussed, and had taken an on-site look with a
Mr. Earl Fields, with the Department of Highways some drainage problems that the
City is experiencing; one in the Riverdale Acre section, one out on 40th Street
Road that is flowing down underneath the road onto 39th Street East, and he also
mentioned to him the drainage problem in Brookhaven. He assured me, Mayor Gibson
said, that he would be in touch with Mr. William E. Moore, Maintenance Supervisor,
whose responsibility is to work on drainage problems, and he gave me every indication that Mr. Moore would be in touch with me, and if he shouldn't, Mayor Gibson
said that he had every intention of getting in touch with Mr. Moore, to see if he
will work with us in regard to correcting these drainage problems. Mayor Gibson
referred to the particular problem on Brookhaven Drive. He went on to say that
we have had a tremendous amount of problems around the residence of George Minner,
as you go into Brookhaven there is a storm drain pipe about one-half as large as
it should be, and when there is a heavy downpour of rain, water flows down over
the road into the resident's yards, and on some occasions has backed up into
people's basements. Mayor Gibson suggested that we do have a Brookhaven Storm
Sewer Escrow Account. Councilman Lilly reported the January 31, 1974 balance of
this account was $14,101.54. Mayor Gibson said he would like to recommend to the
Storm Drain Comnittee that they seriously consider using this money toward improving
the drainage problems, in the lower part of Brookhaven. However, this would have to
be let out for bid. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen indicated that the secret
of the whole thing was to see if we could get the Department of Highways to give the
City of Nitro a right-a-way to go across the road. He stated further that the present
drain underneath the road is of no value to us, what we need is a form or document
that will allow us to go under the road. Mayor Gibson said he would like to recommend that this be placed in Committee to check out in detail, and get the City
Engineer involved. We do have some monies appropriated for these drains in that
area, and we are certainly experiencing very serious problems, the further you come
down through Brookhaven, the more compound the problems becomes. Councilman Thomas
Lilly made a motion that the engineers make a survey and convey this to the Storm
Drain Comnittee, and get a recornnendation from the City engineer so they can ascertain what the stiuation is, and also ask the City Attorney to check the contract to
see if the money from the escrow account could be used for this particular problem,
and this information also be submitted to the Storm Drain ConmLttee. Councilman
Paul Hill seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist asked if this
$14,101.54 was appropriated for the drainage of the new homes being built in
Brookhaven. Mayor Gibson said the engineer did go out and make a rough estimate
as to the cost of various problems throughout this problem area, and each area was
pinpointed as to the approximate amount of money that it would take to correct the
problem. As far as I can determine, Mayor Gibson said, the money wasn't specified
for any given./ but it is to be used in the Brookhaven Sub-division. Councilman
part,
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Lilly said this is why he asked if the attorney could ascertain if the money
could be used, and make his recommendation to council. Councilman at Large
Tidquist said the way he understood it was; we got this money to put in escrow
in order for them to go and complete the nine houses that they wanted to build
a year or two ago. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy said they were to add to
it each time they developed a piece of property, add a certain amount until
$60,900.00 had accumulated to do the storm drain work. Mayor Gibson reminds
council that a motion was on the floor, and had been duly seconded. All council
voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson announced that he had received a letter from the Southern West
Virginia Chapter of the National Sclerosis Society requesting permission to hold
a campaign from May 12, 1974, to June 16, 1974. Door to door solicitation will
be done by local residents, and cannisters will be placed in business places
throughout town. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to grant permission to
this Society. Councilman Casebolt seconded. All voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson announced that Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building
and Planning Committee had located a prospective piece of land that might be a
good location for a Municipal Maintenance Garage. He would like to encourage
each councilman to go down to this area and look at the lot. Councilman Hill
asked each councilman and Mayor Gibson to meet with him at City Hall, Friday ' \
the 22nd at 6:00 p.m., so they might go down and check this out.
Mayor Gibson reminded the councilman that they had each been given a key to
the Committee Conference Room, and also a key to their desk drawer.
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Mayor Gibson requested that the council give him permission to advertise for
sealed bids to sell a few pieces of junkey equipment that the City owns. He
mentioned that there was a 1963 (1) Ton Truck, and two 1965 Model Easy Pack Refuse
Packers, and also a 1969 Garbage Truck with a packer. Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy said he had noticed that the City of Charleston recently had an auction and
brought in 50% more money then they had in the past. Mayor Gibson said this would
perhaps require a professional auctioneer, unless Councilman Priddy would like to
volunteer. Councilman Lilly said when the City of Charleston held the auction he
thought there were several cars as well as trucks involved. Mayor Gibson suggested
that this be placed in the Garbage-Health and Trash Conniittee, as well as the
Street and Traffic Comnittee. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist suggested that
Gene Williams, Street Superintendent make a list of the vehicles to be sold, and
present to council at the next meeting. Councilman Casebolt made a motion to have
Mr. Williams make the list. Councilman Lilly seconded, all members voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen reported that he was pleased that Dr. Page
Seekford, Director of the Kanawha Chalreston Health Department, had sent a letter
to Mayor Gibson, stating how much the Kanawha Charleston Health Department's Vector
Control Program will cost. He went on to say that we are now in the process of
making up the budget for the coming year. Sometime ago Dr. Allen said he had requested they send someone down to check on the rat problem along Main Avenue.
Someone did come down, and promised the residents in that area that if they had any
more problems they would try to correct the situation. Mayor Gibson reminded Council
Members that they had also received a copy of the letter from Dr. Seekford.
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy had no new business.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist had no new business to report.
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman for the Fourth Ward, and Chairman of the
Finance Committee, announced that a Finance Committee Meeting would be held in the
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Committee Conference Room, at 7:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 20, 1974.
Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman for Ward Two, inquired about the progress
of the Fire Hydrant Survey throughout the City, especially on 18th Street Hill
section. Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Bud Carr, Distribution Manager, with the
West Virginia Water Company was down about a week ago, and was reminded that he
was to supply us with a map of these fire hydrants. Mr. Carr said that he had
supplied the West Virginia Fire Rating Bureau with a copy when they came down
and checked out all of the City's property, for specific fire rates. Mr. Carr
went on to say that he felt he could obtain another map, he said it was evidently
an oversight on his part. Councilman Hill asked who was going to conduct the
Fire Department Survey, Mayor Gibson answered, the rating bureau. They do this
about once in twenty years, and he understood they plan to do this next Spring or
Summer.
Councilman Hill remarked that there seems to be a lot of problems throughout
the City with dogs and cats, and according to him we are not getting to the
bottom of the problem. Councilman Hill referred to a particular situation on llth
Street. In his opinion this constitutes a health hazard, and he would like to go
on record as trying to do something about this. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
if this had been reported to the Health Department, and Councilman Hill said he
was sure that it had been. Perhaps what we need is a very strong ordinance on dogs
and cats. Councilman Casebolt said it would be difficult to have an ordinance
stronger then the State Law, and the State Law reads that as long as a dog is fenced
in, and kept inside the owners' yard on his private property, there isn't much that
can be done. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen agreed with this, he said this
type of problem has come up before many times. Mayor Gibson suggested that perhaps
some of the neighbors would sign a warrant, then the owner of the dog could be
brought before the judge. Infact he recalled one situation where the case was
handled in this manner, and as a result the problem was solved, and this Mayor
Gibson said involved four dogs. Dr. Allen said we should discuss this with the
Attorney, since it is a ticklish situation. Councilman Lilly said when the new
ordinance has been returned to us, it should read according to the laws of the
land.
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Councilman Hill brought to the attention of the council a problem that he
believed existed because of cars parking too close to the curbs, making it difficult
for motorists turning into a street. He suggested the end of the curbs be painted
three or four feet. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen asked what area he was
referring to. Councilman Hill said from 19th Street throughout the business area.
Dr. Allen indicated that we were already having parking problems and this could
possibly create even more. However, as Chairman of the Street and Traffic Conmittee
he would check this out.
Councilman Dewey Mann of Ward One told council that he had been in touch with
the Public Service Conmission, about the City of Nitro's application for a sewer
rate increase, and they had granted the City a pre-conference meeting on Tuesday,
February 26, 1974 at 2:00 p.m., second floor of the East wing room E214 in the
Capitol Building. Mrs. Marion Louis, Assistant General Council to the Public Service
Conmission, was to be in attendance. Mr. Mann was of the opinion that an engineer,
and other key personnel of the Public Service Comnission would also be there.
Councilman Mann suggested that as many members of council attend this meeting as
possible. Dr. R. V. Allen announced that he would be unable to be there. Mayor
Gibson also encouraged council to attend.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen said that he had one more thing to mention
before council adjourned. Earlier in the evening at the Nitro Lions Club Meeting,
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one of Nitro's local citizens, Mr. Larry Smith, who is associated with the
Kanawha Valley Bank, asked that a form be brought to council to be analyzed.
This form is merely an intent form on the National Flood Insurance Program.
Councilman Allen said that some people believe that this does not fall within
our relm, but Mr. Smith specifically stated that it was our problem, and we
have to comply with this application by July 1, 1975, in order to participate
in the Flood Insurance Program. He went on to say that it was his understanding
that in the future before a property owner could sell the property, involving
financing, it would have to be in compliance with this program. Since Mr. Smith
is a neighbor of Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, and Councilman Priddy is on
the Insurance Comnittee, Dr. Allen recommended that this form be taken home by
Councilman Priddy and evaluate it and report back as to what action the council
has to take in respect to this.
Mayor Gibson stated that before adjournment he would appreciate having
everyone stand, while Rev. Arbogast lead us in a closing prayer. Rev. Arbogast
gave the benediction.
Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
Councilman Paul Hill seconded the motion. All council voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 5, 1974

The regular meeting of the. Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers, March 5, 1974. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor;
Tom Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, and Councilman
Dewey Mann. Nitro City Attorney, Frank Armada was also present.
The meeting was called to order by the honorable William Gibson.
Mayor Gibson explained that the Rev. Arlie Cravens of the Nitro Church
of God was asked to be present to give the invocation, but due to special
church services he was not available.
Approval of Minutes of the February 19, 1974 Nitro City Council Meeting:
Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that they be approved, Councilman
Hugo Tidquist seconded. All Council voted in favor.
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February Financial Report: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the
Finance Committee, reported that cash balance on hand January 31, 1974,
$19,669.48. Payments received in general fund through the month of February,
$38,537.58. The total amount is $58,207.06. Disbursements for the month of
February $37,675.41. Cash balance on hand at close of business for the month
of February, $20,531.65.
Report on Bids For Central Heat and Air Conditioning for East Side of
City Building: Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of Building and Planning
Committee stated that the committee had met, and after reviewing the four
bids that had been received and opened at the February 19, 1974 Council Meeting,
the conmittee decided to accept the low bid from Teays Valley Heating and
Cooling, which was for $2,208.60. He stated that the other bids received were
as follows: Mountain-Air Heating and Air Conditioning Company, $2,790.00;
Bormett Refrigeration Service, $3,200.00; and Kerstein Engineering Company,
$2,785.00. Mayor Gibson reminded Council that a motion had been passed at the
previous Council Meeting to place the bids in committee, with the authority to
act on the low bid, should it meet specifications.
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Traffic Flow Problem 600-900 Block of Kanawha Avenue and Other Areas Nearby:
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of Street and Traffic Committee,
said that in that particular area there is possibly only one solution to the
problem, and that would be to widen the street. He mentioned just how receptive
the residents would be to the City taking this step, he did not know. He went
on to say, in his opinion there is no way these streets could be made one-way,
either one-way East or one-way West, because the 600 Block is a dead-end going
West, and the 900 Block dead-ends going East. Dr. Allen said that Councilman
Vernon Casebolt lived in that Ward, and perhaps he would have something to add
to this report. Councilman Casebolt remarked that he did not know how receptive
the residents would be either, but he agreed with Dr. Allen, that this would seem
to be the only alternative that the City would have, to widen the street back
to the sidewalk. Mayor Gibson asked if there were trees along the street, Councilman Casebolt said not in this particular area. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
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said this is a universal problem throughout the town, many streets are too
narrow. Councilman Casebolt said perhaps he should talk to the citizens in
that area to see what their feelings might be in regard to widening the
streets. Councilman at Large Allen said that he had talked to two people out
of each block, some were receptive, and others suggested making the street
one-way. Councilman Casebolt stated that he would speak to the residents also,
so he might get their reactions. This was agreeable with Dr. Allen.
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Paving of St. Paul's United Methodist Church Parking Lot For Privilege
of City Using it: Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen also reported on this
issue, saying that there was a legal technicality involved in paving of this
nature, and he hoped that City Attorney, Frank Armada, will have some information
in regard to this situation by the next Council Meeting. Councilman at Large
Allen stated that Councilman Paul Hill had requested at the February 19, 1974
Council Meeting, the Street and Traffic Conmittee check on a problem concerning
parking too close to the end of the curbs, making it difficult for motorists to
turn onto a street in the downtown business area. Dr. Allen said he would like
to suggest that the Street Department take into consideration painting the curb
back to the sidewalk. He felt this would help to eliminate the problem.
List of City Vehicles to Be Sold by Sealed Bid or Auction: Mayor Gibson
reminded Council, that they had been given a list of City owned vehicles to be
sold by bid, or Public Auction. The list was prepared by Street Superintendent,
Mr. Gene Williams. Mayor Gibson noted that on this list he has two 1965 Refuse
Easy Packers, these, he went on to explain, are garbage packers that fit on the
back end of a truck. One 12 ft. Dump Truck Bed, one 1963 one-ton Ford Dump Truck,
one 1969 F700 Ford Truck with Easy Garbage Packer on the back, this is in average
condition. Mayor Gibson asked the Council to decide whether these vehicles
should be sold by sealed bid, or by Public Auction. Councilman Lilly asked the
size of the two Easy Packers, Mayor Gibson said he believed them to be 18 cu.
yards. Councilman Paul Hill entered a motion that the vehicles be let out for
sealed bids, with a minimum price range set, the Council having the right to
reject all bids if they did not meet with the minimum set price. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson asked who would be responsible for setting the price. Councilman Tidquist suggested that Mr. Williams
would be better qualified to set the price. Mayor Gibson asked if all Council
Members would be in favor of Mr. Williams using his judgement, and all Council
agreed to this. Mayor Gibson mentioned that Mr. Hill had made a motion, and
Councilman at Large Allen had seconded it. All Council voted to let the list of
City vehicles be advertised, with the Council having the right to reject all bids
if they were below the minimum price set.
Pre-Conference Meeting on February 26, 1974, With Officals of the Public
Service Commission^ Councilman Dewey Mann, who was in charge of making arrangements for the pre-conference meeting with the Public Service Commission, reported
that the meeting lasted three hours. It was attended by three members of the
Public Service Commission, Jack Vickers, Engineer; George R. Heath, Assistant
Accountant; Mrs. Marian Louis, an Attorney Assistant General Council of the
Legal Division, for the Public Service Comnission. Representing the City of
Nitro, and the Nitro City Council, were: Mayor William D. Gibson, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Dewey Mann, and Councilman Thomas Lilly, and Nitro
City Attorney, Frank Armada. Representing the Nitro Sanitary Board were: Donald
Karnes, Robert Haynes, and Robert Anderson, both engineers for the Sanitary Board,
Certified Public Accountant, Donald Krisher, and Mr. Vaughn, Attorney. Councilman Mann said the question was brought up; If the plans were so designed for the
regional concept, should the citizens of Nitro shoulder the entire burden for the
construction. Mrs. Louis stated that the shopping potential for Nitro would be
taken into consideration. It was discussed as to where most of the shopping by
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Rock Branch residents is done, and where it will be done. There was no
absolute conclusion on that. At this time, Councilman Mann said it was discovered that the application for the rate increase had not yet been submitted
to the Public Service Commission, and they did not have the Sanitary Rate
Ordinance on file, and the reason given by Mr. Robert Hayne was that the design
was not quite complete, and it was discussed that there were two methods for
the design for operating the plant. Then it was discussed that if the plant was
designed for the region, whether it was or it wasn't, Mr. Hayne explained that
it was designed for the growth of Nitro. Mr. Jack Vickers asked the question;
Was the cost of Nitro alone calculated? Mr. Hayne answered, "No". Mr. Vickers
said it should be done to enlighten the Nitro City Council, and the Nitro Sanitary
Board. Mr. Hayne said, 'Veil", then he was interrupted by Mr. Krisher, who said,
"Rock Branch was considered in the service approach only." Mr. Vickers said the
design should be for what is needed, and what is required. Mr. Vickers went on to
say that the rate ordinance should be considered or re-considered, after any other
Public Service District, or any other outsider is brought in on sewage treatment.
The question arose as to what would take place, since the rate ordinance is passed,
if another Industrial Park would be announced to get underway, which is outside
the City, and would serve the sum of 700 people, and Nitre's sewer line would be
close by. Question: Could the City be compelled to accept this additional load?
The answer was Yes. Not only would you have to admit, and the capacity would
become to low, then the City would have to increase their plant capacity. It was
also discussed as to whether or not the rates could be structured on usage alone.
Public Service Commission's answer: There must be a minimum. Question: What
is the feasibility of changing the minimum from 4,000 gallons to 2,000, so it
would benefit the older citizens, or the lower income people. Mr. Heath indicated
that usually the minimum is 2,000 gallons, and for Nitro 13% uses 1,000 or less,
and 26% uses less than 2,000 gallons. There seemed to be an objection as to the
rate prescribed for the Mobile Park Trailers ar $4.08, compared to $5.10 for
regular residents. Could this be changed? The answer: The Public Service
Commission substantiated as to what Mr. Krisher previously stated, and that is
the miriimum for any multiple occupancy is based on 80 to 90% of private residents.
The rate ordinance for the City of Nitro was passed by the Nitro City Council
with the understanding that we would have this pre-conference meeting for the
purpose of guidance, and obtaining information. The question was asked if the
rate ordinance could be changed, before it appears before the Conmissioner, and
to what extent such a change would affect your schedule, and has the date been
set for the ruling on this ordinance. The answer: It has not been filed, but it
was stated by the Public Service Conmission that the rate could be changed even
to the day of the hearing, and we are six months behind on our docket. The
question as to whether or not bonds could be sold locally to avoid $^50,000.00
interest, for a period of 35 years. It is feasible to sell bonds locally based
on the ability to pay. It was discussed as to whether or not our Federal Grant
may be jepardized or denied, if we did not follow the concept of the region in
sewage treatment. The opinion was that it could be, the Government favors the
regional concept. In event a Public Service District is taken in by the Nitro
system, and if that Public Service District gets into trouble the question
arose; What obligations does Nitro have? Answer: was that Nitro would be obligated only to the extent of the contract that the Sanitary Board had between the
two parties. If others are added to the Nitro system, due to the tremendous
growth, both parties would be treated alike. Mrs. Louis stated that a budget
should be submitted to the Council by the Sanitary Board. Councilman Mann said
that Mr. Lilly brought up the question of our original grant, $604,000.00,
which had been approved, and which we had to have $201,000.00 to match, could
they proceed with this without having received approval on the second grant, and
would this satisfy the reason for the City being cited in the first place? The
answer was that they could proceed, this $604,000.00 on application approved in
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1972. The Sanitary Board Engineer said he wanted to proceed with the entire
project. Someone from the Public Service Commission said that we could
proceed on the first grant, or we could do it either way. Again he said the
meeting lasted three hours, and Mrs. Louis at the conclusion said she assumed
that the Sanitary Board, and the Nitro City Council were not compatible.
The Public Service Commission is primarily Interested in rates, and she understood that the conference was to be concerned with the rates, and they were
not prepared for such a large subject matter. It was explained that we thought
they had the application, and the rate ordinance, and the other necessary data,
and would have had an opportunity to study it before we came up there, and
she suggested that the Sanitary Board and Council get together, and work out
their problems. She declared a rate ordinance was necessary. Councilman Mann
said during a telephone conversation March 5, 1974, the day of the Council
Meeting, he was told by Mr. Vickers that it was probably water over the dam,
but it was not considered to be the best policy for the same engineers, or
accountant to represent two opposing groups&pfoject, such as City of Nitro, and
Rock Branch Public Service District. He suggested that any contract with Rock
Branch Public Service District should be in two parts, sewage treatment, and
operations. It should contain the maximum treatment as well as the minimum.
The design of the plant is thoroughly examined by the State Health Department,
as well as the Public Service Conmission, and their findings reported to the
Sanitary Board. He went on to say the Public Health Department is not too
interested in whether the design is too great, they just want to be sure it
will do the job as far as health is concerned. However, the Public Service
Commission looks at the design, not only to be assured that it is adequate, but
is scrutinized, and will be studied to determine if it is over designed in size
to cause a higher rate than is necessary. The final approval for the Federal
Government Grant was not necessary before the rate application was submitted to
the Public Service Commission. He went on to say the policy on higher rates
for outsiders is generally not allowed, but can be allowed in specific cases.
He said there is some logic as to the extent of the citizen of today, not paying
for the citizen of tomorrow. He said that 4,000 gallons minimum could be too
high, 2,500 seemed to be more reasonable, and if the minimum were lowered, Rule
42 could be revised as late as the day of the hearing. City Attorney Frank Armada
referred to Rule 42, as only an accounting exhibit that each applicant for a rate
change is required to provide, and the Public Service Conmission will have final
say in all matters. Councilman Mann said again that it was suggested that the
Nitro City Council, and the Sanitary Board work together, and each should pass
information on to the other. He said the date of the hearing would be published
weeks ahead, and the public would be invited to attend. He said the Public Service
Conrnission would be glad to meet with us again, and they were available anytime
to help iron out any problems that we might have. Councilman Mann said members
representing the Public Service Commission were exceptionably cooperative.
National Flood Insurance Program: Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, a
member of the Insurance Committee reported that the program has to be completed
by July 1, 1975, three or four committees will have to become involved in this,
the zoning regulations must comply as well as the zoning ordinance. A meeting
with the County Planning & Zoning Conmission to outline the flood areas in Nitro,
might also be necessary. Since there is so much involved, Councilman at Large
Priddy said he did not have a complete report at this time. He went on to say
that in the future, before a property owner could obtain a government loan, they
would have to comply with the Flood Insurance Program. Councilman at Large
Priddy said he had been in touch with Mr. Larry Smith, who had brought the form
to the attention of the Nitro City Council. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
said it was his understanding that Mr. Smith was charged by the Federal Government
to deliver this form to Nitro, as well as to Poca. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
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went on to say he would have a more complete report later on, after the comnittees
involved had a chance to meet.
Mayor Gibson announced that he had received a letter from Mrs. Elaine
Walden of the Cross Lanes Junior Woman's Club, requesting to sell ads for Child
Study Day, May 1, 1974. The time requested for selling these ads will be from
the present, to the end of March. Councilman at Large Priddy so moved that permission be granted. Councilman at Large Allen seconded. All members voted in
favor.
Mayor Gibson recommended to Council that three vacancies in rank, in the
Fire Department be declared. Two for the rank of Sgt., and he personally felt
that one rank be declared as Captain. He went on to say that he would also like
to request that the Firemen Civil Service Commission arrange a test. Councilman
Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Comnittee mentioned that the Firemen's
Civil Service Commission had been asked four times to arrange a test, with no
results. Mayor Gibson said perhaps he should write a letter making this request.
Mayor Gibson pointed out that it was his opinion that this had been discussed
previously, but it had not been voted upon. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
said he so moved that the vacancies be declared. Councilman Casebolt seconded.
All voted in favor. Councilman Casebolt requested that the Mayor write a letter
to the Civil Service Commission Chairman, asking that a test be given. Mayor
Gibson pointed out that the chairman had recently resigned, and he felt an acting
chairman should be appointed, and the group could decide among themselves who
they want as chairman. He agreed to write the letter, and all Councilman agreed
with Mayor Gibson's feelings on the matter.
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Mayor Gibson said his office had received a phone call from Govenor
Moore's office, regarding the REAP program. It seems that March 14, 1974
at the Moose Club's parking lot, has been designated to be the headquarters
of Mr. James Machin, and his crew. Mayor Gibson said he asked several questions
in regard to the junk cars, but the lady that was placing the call didn't have
much information. She indicated that she would try to find out more about it
and call back. Mayor Gibson said he thought often times the junk cars were
stored in a given spot, and picked up later. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy
said sometimes the local schools become involved, the students would help to
locate the junk cars to be picked up. Councilman Lilly jokingly said we should
be sure to keep all of our equipment hid, that we plan to let out for bid.
Mayor Gibson announced that the maps had been received from the West
Virginia Water Company, regarding the locations of the fire hydrants, he
intends to turn them over to Vernon Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department
Committee, so the committee might have a chance to review them, and make a
report back to Council later on.
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Mayor Gibson said he, and several members of Council, had been out to
look at some property located on 40th Street Road, which was unfit for human
habitation. He mentioned that there are two pieces of property, and both
are vacant at this time. He went on to say that the former City Attorney
was of the same opinion that condemnation proceedings should be started.
Mayor Gibson said he had also discussed this with Mr. Rhodes, the City's
Building Inspector, and also the Chief of the Fire Department, and they both
agreed with Mr. Kessinger. Mayor Gibson said of any member had any objections
that he would like to hear them. Dr. R. V. Allen asked if there had been a
sign posted on the houses from the health point of view. Mayor Gibson said
that the building inspector said he would be willing to sign a notice, and
post it, now that we have the Southern Standard Building Code into effect.
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The Mayor said he felt like this would be substancial backing. Councilman
Mann said he thought everything humanly possible should be done to alleviate
this situation, and if necessary, obtain a court order. He further added
that he felt the property owner would not like to be publicized, the fact
that he was renting a piece of property under these conditions. Mayor Gibson
said he felt the newly appointed City Attorney, Frank Armada was at a bit of
a disadvantage because he had not had an opportunity to review the City Code,
however, he did want him to become involved with this problem. At the present
time he would like to know how Council felt. Council agreed to let Mr. Armada
check into this further.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen had no new business.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported that he would like to go on
record to the City Council, as opposing the proposed plan that the Perm Central
Railroad has, to discontinue service between Nitro and Point Pleasant. Councilman Priddy said this should be opposed because of the consequences it would have
on the down river industry. He mentioned that there was a meeting at that time
in Charleston with the Public Hearing Conmittee. Councilman Priddy said this
recommendation was in the form of a motion. Councilman Lilly seconded. Dr. Allen
said if no one could attend the Public Hearing Meeting, this could be handled
through Congressman John Slack, or Congressman Ken Heckler. He felt sure they
are interested in this issue. All voted unanimously.
Councilman at Large Priddy mentioned that he would like to bring to the
attention of Council that the Regional Development Landfill, which Nitro is
required to use now, does not have scales to weigh the refuse, and in order for
everyone to pay their fair share, he would like to request they get scales at the
site. Mayor Gibson said it was his understanding that the Kanawha County Court,
and the R.D.A. were supposed to put scales out there, also a building to house
the equipment, and something for the night watchman, but as yet this has not been
done. Mayor Gibson went on to say that Mr. Jack Whitting, Director of R.D.A.,
had called him a couple of weeks ago, and said that a meeting would be scheduled
soon, and he would like for the three Mayors to be present. Mayor Gibson said
he would bring this matter up at that meeting, in his opinion it would be almost
impossible to operate efficiently without scales or buildings to house the
expensive equipment. Councilman Lilly suggested that when dealing with the
Mayor of St. Albans, it might be wise to discuss with him the possibility of
Nitro, and St. Albans, having a joint landfill. Mayor Gibson asked if perhaps
the three cities could be included. Councilman Lilly said the reason he had
mentioned St. Albans, was because they already have the site, and the heavy
equipment to work with for the site, and if Nitro could get approval through the
Health Department, we could be in business tomorrow. Mayor Gibson asked Councilman Lilly if he was saying that we should have a meeting with the governing bodies
as a whole. Councilamn Lilly said he was suggesting that the two Mayors get together and check into the legal aspects, and Mayor Gibson bring something back,
and recommend to Council at this time. He did not mean that the Council should
become involved, he went on to say it was his concern that the amount of money
that we are paying at the present time, he felt that we are not getting dollar
for dollar amount. Mayor Gibson added that on occasion the road has been in such
condition that the trucks could not travel it. Councilman Lilly said that we could
save approximately $1,500.00 a month by having our own landfill. This money he said
could be utilized for something else. Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large
Priddy if he had any other report to make, Councilman Priddy said he did not have.
Councilman Casebolt, Councilman for the Third Ward, reported that he had
received several calls about Ivy Street. It was the opinion that Ivy Street
should be repaired so it might be used, sold, or burned. Being more serious,
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Councilman Casebolt said he felt something should be done about this street so
it could be used. Councilman Lilly said the opinion of the conmittee at the
time they met, was the City has no liberty, and no money to pay for paving, so
under the existing laws, he would suggest that notices should be prepared and
sent to the property owners, if it is their decision to have the street paved,
then he thought we should abide by the residents wishes. Councilman Lilly said
every aspect had been taken into consideration, and this seemed to be the only
solution. Mr. John Kraft, a resident in that area, asked Mayor Gibson if he
might say a few words; he recalled that quite a few years ago the City wanted
to pave a certain street in town, and was told by the Mayor that they would
prefer that the people residing on the street be in favor of such action, however, the City could go ahead and pave the street, and charge the property owners.
He said some of the people on Ivy Street would say they didn't use the street,
others would plead poverty. He expressed his opinion that paving of this street
would help a lot of people in that end of town, and it could aid the Fire Department when they are making calls in that direction. Mayor Gibson asked if there
were any other unpaved streets in that area. The reply was that Cedar Street.also
needed attention. Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Armada if he had any advice to add to
this. Mr. Armada asked if any engineering had been done at all on the street in •
question. After some discussion there was some belief that some engineering may
have been done in years past. Councilman Casebolt replied that the City Engineer
would have to become involved. He went on to say he was also in favor of notifying
the residents of the intent to pave the street, it seems to be the only route to
take. Mayor Gibson said he would suggest that Mr. Melton check this out, and find
out what engineering, if any, had been done. Councilman Casebolt said at the same
time, he would like to have the alleys between Juniper and Washington, Kanawha and
Washington, Juniper and Hickory, and Washington and Kanawha upgraded. He went on to
say that the alleys are in very bad condition, but he had informed the people that
the Street Department would be working on the alleys as weather permitted. Councilman Casebolt said there was one alley in particular that needed attention. Mayor
Gibson asked what alley he was referring to, the answer was, the alley between
Juniper and Hickory, between Kanawha and Washington.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist reported that he was concerned about not
having a caretaker at the Ridenour Memorial Park, particularly on weekends when there
are so many people fishing. Mayor Gibson said he had been there the Sunday before,
and there were thirty-two cars. Councilman Casebolt said he would like to suggest
that this be turned over to Mr. Steve Mullins, the new Recreation Director, and if
he thinks there should be a caretaker, let him be in charge of getting one. He felt
like this was up to him. Mayor Gibson reported to Council that there had been eight
doors torn off of the big shed on the hill. Councilman Casebolt said they had been
torn off last Fall, when so much vandalism was going on. Mayor Gibson said he was
of the same opinion as Councilman Tidquist, that on Saturdays, and Sundays, we should
go ahead and let people go across the dam. Councilman Casebolt said he had been
approached concerning the use of private boats on the lake, it was pointed out that
no private boats were allowed. Councilman Lilly said this responsibility could go
back to the director. He said the City does have John Boats, and they could be
used for fishing. It was asked if the City had life preservers, Mayor Gibson said
this would be no problem, we could get them almost itimediately. It all depends on
how much in demand the boats would be right now, and how much help we want to put
up there to supervise it. Everyone was in agreement that this should be left up to
the Recreation Director.
Councilman at Large Tidquist inquired about the Street Light Survey. Councilman
at Large Priddy indicated that progress was being made, in fact they were in Mr.
Tidquist's area at the present time.
Councilman Thomas Lilly of Ward Four said a situation had developed on Dupont
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Lane, it seemed as though a permit was issued to carry junk and gravel through
Dupont Lane to the junk yard. For the last month or 45 days, this has resulted
in mud and debris being inflicted on Dupont Lane to the extent that it becomes
very dangerous and hazardous, and extremely muddy, to operate a private automobile on the street. In line with this also, the owners of the junk yard are
parking tractors and trailers so close to the railroad crossing at Dupont Lane
and Michigan Avenue, that anyone approaching from Riverside to 1st Avenue has
their view obstructed where they cannot see if there is a train coming. This
he pointed out, is creating quite a hazard to the residents using this crossing.
In line with this, Councilman Lilly said he would like to make a reconmendation
to Council, that the position of Building Inspector be a permanent and full-time
job. It seems as though he said, particularly in the Fourth Ward, that a lot
of these problems that have occured, have been the result of permits being issued
for various things without any guidelines as to the situation, or close inspection
or supervision of the aspect, where we have this as a part-time situation, we have
created by count roughly 150 violations within the last year and a half. Councilman Lilly recommended to Council that the position of Building Inspector be a
permanent and full-time position, and this will allow the City to hire a part-time
man. He said he was referring to someone who had retired, and was completely under
Social Security, and who would be willing and knowledgeable to pursue this for us.
Councilman Mann indicated that he did not understand just what Councilman Lilly
meant, was he suggesting that the position be a 40 hour week job. Councilman Lilly
using himself as an example, he said, "I am retired, I receive retirement, if my
retirement would happen to be Social Security I could only make X number of dollars
without losing my Social Security benefits, the recommendation is that the building
inspector be a full-time position, but we seek to hire someone that is retired,
because there are a number of them in this area that could do an outstanding job,
and could follow up on it. Take for instance, here are these trucks hauling junk
and gravel, and mudding up the street." Councilman at Large Priddy asked if this
was in the form of a motion. Councilman Lilly said "Yes." Councilman Casebolt
seconded. Councilman Mann asked if this would be a 40 hour week, or 30 hour week,
or just what. He was still not certain what was being suggested, he said a man
drawing Social Security could only work a certain amount of time. Councilman Lilly
said under the wage and labor laws you can only work him a certain number of hours,
but you can have him sign a contract, that you can have him do this for a certain
amount of money. Councilman Mann asked if we needed a full-time building inspector,
or could we hire someone that could perhaps perform other duties when he is not
needed in this capacity. Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, was asked how many building
permits were issued last year, he answered approximately 300. Councilman Lilly said
half of the permits that were issued did not comply with our regulations. Councilman
Lilly said the position would be for a full-time inspector. Councilman Lilly stated
further that he would withdraw his motion, as far as hiring someone retired, and
leave that up to Mayor Gibson to select. Mayor Gibson said "What you are saying is
that we should have someone who is available throughout the day, as needed."
Councilman Lilly said that under our ordinance, the Building Inspector is responsible to issue, inspect, examine, and correct. He further stated that what he is
saying that we need a full-time Building Inspector, who could be on call around the
clock. Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hedrick spoke briefly in regard to the Dupont Lane
issue. They said the same thing that Councilman Lilly had said earlier; the mud
caused the street to be very hazardous, and they would like to see the City take
some type of action. Mayor Gibson mentioned that Mr. Goldberg, the owner of the
junk yard in question, had told him that for at least twenty years, big cement
trucks have been hauling in and out of there, and is wondering why the residents
are just now complaining. Mayor Gibson said he would think the Police Department
could be notified when the trucks lose dirt and mud on the street, because there
is a State Law against this, and perhaps the owner of the trucks would be responsible for cleaning it up, or possibly fined. Mayor Gibson suggested that Mr.
Armada write a letter to the owners of the trucks, if it can be determined who
they are, explaining just -what: is expected of them, and let it be known that
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the Police Department would become involved if necessary. He went on to say
there was a motion on the floor, and it had been duly seconded. All voted
unanimous ly.
Councilman Lilly said in line with Mr. Armada, he would concur that a letter
be sent to these people concerning Dupont Lane. He noted under our new ordinance
it will be made clear who is responsible for this type of situation. All of this
comes under the realm of the Building Inspector. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen said under our present ordinance the Building Inspector is the enforcing
officer, our Police Department have no grounds, according to our ordinance.
Councilman Paul Hill, Ward Two, reported that he had no new business.
Councilman Dewey Mann said that he only had one thing to bring up and that
was in regard to the letter to be sent out for bids on the City's equipment to
be sold, we should specify the given time the bids are to be in, and also ask that
"Sealed Bid" be marked on the outside of the envelope.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be adjourned;
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
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AMENDED MINUTES
OF
NITRD CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

MARCH 19, 1974

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers March 19, 1974. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom
Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Vemon Casebolt, Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill and Councilman Dewey Mann.
Nitro City Attroney, Frank Armada was also present.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 5 1974 NITRO'COUNCIL MEETING:
Councilman Dewey Mann referred to page 211. The sentence should be corrected to
read: "The question as to whether or not bonds could be sold locally to avoid
$850,000.00 interest." On page 212 the sentence should be corrected to read:
"The two opposing groups on the same project." Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen so moved the minutes be approved as corrected. Councilman Paul Hill
seconded. All Council voted in favor.
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APPIpVAL OF FEBRUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of Finance Committee reminded Council that each member had received
a copy of the Financial Statement he asked if there were any questions.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked about budget item under Garbage Department Expenses for the amount of $1,137.96. Councilman Thomas Lilly said this was
for a complete overhaul of a 450 case inloader, he went on to say it was a
minor job until it got in shop. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that
the February Financial Statement be approved. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen seconded. All Council voted in favor.
POSSIBILITY OF PAVING THE ST.PAUL'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PARKING'LOT
FOR PRIVILEGE OF CITY USE. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of Street
and Traffic Committee ask~ed City Attorney to report on this. Mr. Armada said he had
done some research on this and the problem that we are confronted with is that the
City funds would be used to improve private property. Legally this cannot be done
regardless of what you plan to do with the private property. He went on to say his
advice at this time would be that the City could not legally enter into an agreement
such as this. There is a possibility, he said, that if the church proceeded and made
improvements we could work out an arrangement with them whereby we could lease from
them on a year to year basis or whatever, but for the City to spend money to improve
private property which would remain titled to another name, cannot be done. Councilman
Thomas Lilly asked Mr. Armada what his recommendation would be, at this point.
Councilman Mann asked if the City could not pave the lot and then lease it. Mr.
Armada said no because the City would be paving their property so actually we would
be improving their property, however if they go ahead and improve their property
then we could enter into a lease with them whereby we would be leasing the property
on a month to month basis, or year to year basis, whatever the agreement would be.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that this issue be tabled until a report comes
back from the church and he mentioned he would relate to them what has been discussed
by Council. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded. All Council voted in favor.
REGIONAL DEVELOPEMENT AUTHORITY LANDFILL: Mayor Gibson reported that last
Friday he had met with Mayor Alford of St.Albans, Mayor Frank Leone of Dunbar, Mr.
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Jack Whiting- Executive Director of Regional Development Authority, at Nitro City Hall
and discussed the problems at the Western Landfill site. Although Mayor Gibson said
he had not been aware of it, there is a building at the site to house the large
bulldozer and'also a building 'for the employees to protect themselves from the bad
weather. However as of yet they do not have scales. It was the opinion of the
three Mayors that most definitely scales, were needed. Mr. Whiting said he intended
to immediately approach the Kanawha County Court Members and ask them to install
scales so we could make sure that we were getting dollar value for dollar spent.
Mayor Gibson went on to say the City of Nitro does own several acres of land on Heizer
Creek near Poca and he would like to strongly recommend that all Council Members
meet with him at this site as soon as possible so a close look could be taken at
this land to determine whether this could be used for a sanitary landfill for the
City of Nitro. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist recalled that the City had
attempted to use this land for a landfill several years ago but because of complaints
from the citizen in that area the idea was abandoned. Mayor Gibson said Councilman
Tidquist was correct, however the best that he could determine at that time they did
not go back over the mountain to an out of way area to dump, they just went back a
few feet from the main highway. Councilman at Large Allen asked if there was a
contract or legal document that the City of Nitro agreed to use the Western Landfill
Dump. Mayor Gibson said yes, there was a written contract. He pointed out that
information regarding the Western Landfill had been passed out to Council. He also
mentioned that he would have a copy of the contract made for each Councilman. He
went on to say it was the type of contract that could be broken by a sixty day written
notice, with the parties involved. Councilman Lilly mentioned that on page four of
the information concerning the landfill that had been given to them for the calendar
year?1973, January through December, total services were $53,226.80. Service cost
for the City of Nitro was $6,370.53, according to them we contributed 11.97 percent
of the total operations cost, however, Councilman Lilly said approximately $4,000.00 ^B
would have to be added on to get there and back, and next year it looks "like it might •
be in the neighborhood of $22,000.00, and our total budget alloted to the year
|
|
prior to this was about $34,000.00 total which includes gas, oil and everything else.
He pointed out is a termendous expense to the City of Nitro, so if we could ascertain
another area on land that we do own and this would be feasable then he would suggest
that this aspect be pursued. Councilman at Large Priddy said it was his opinion
that we were subsiding someone else on this proposition. Mayor Gibson also referred
to page four of the report noting that Nitro contributed 11.97 percent as opposed
to the City of Duhbar 25.47 percent and City of St.Albans 36.42 percent. Again
Mayor Gibson said he would like Council to look over the 47 acres of land that he
had spoken of unless they would prefer that the City Engineer become involved and
perhaps get the site approved by the proper authorities. Councilman Lilly said
he personally would not know a good land site if he saw one. He made a motion that
an engineer go down and look this over. Mr. Armada said he felt that an engineer
would be better qualified to say whether or not the land site would make a good
landfill or a poor landfill, he would suggest that an engineer check this out and
report back ot Council. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy thought perhaps the same
engineer would be used as before and would be familiar with the situation. Mayor
Gibson said he still intended to go down and look the property over himself and
he would be pleased if any member of Council that wanted to go along would join him.
Councilman Paul Hill ask about the old landfill on Main Avenue, he said he had
received several complaints from residents in that area. Mayor Gibson said much
improvement has been made to the landfill, but during the winter months the City
had not been able to get trucks there and another reason the landfill has to be
covered with dirt, and presently no dirt is available. Councilman Hill suggested •
that we could buy dirt, the short distance that we could haul the garbage would
•
make up the differnce for hauling the dirt. Mayor Gibson pointed out
™
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that the City was not allowed to dump garbage in that area and had been told not to
dump trash either. Councilman Hill said he thought it would be good to let the
people know this. Councilman Lilly ask for an estimation of how much dirt would be
required, the answer was approximately 10,000 cubic yards, according to Mr. Williams
Street Superintendeat, one truck hauls 10 cubic yards. Councilman Lilly pointed out
that we are talking about a lot of trucks and a lot of dirt. Councilman Casebolt
said the people in the area of this landfill have been told of this before. Councilman Hill thought perhaps they did not understand it. Councilman Casebolt said he
had been approached by many of the residents there and they are so much more pleased
with the improvements that have been made than what they had in the past. The back
side of the landfill still needs work to be done and he said that he explained this
to the residents living near the back side. Mayor Gibson said he had talked with a
property owner just the other day that lived near the back side and explained the
situation to him. Councilman Mann ask if there were any plans to get dirt. Mayor
Gibson replied that dirt could be obtained from the property the City has on Heizer
Creek it would be quiet a distance to haul it and there is a possibility that we
might get some dirt here locally back on the hillside if we can get the proper releases signed if this would meet with the approval of the City Engineer and the City
Attorney. Councilman Lilly ask if the two trucks that haul trash throughout the
City would be the trucks that WDuld haul the dirt, Mr. Williams answered yes. Councilman Lilly pointed out that right now we are not speaking of just the dirt, but also
something to haul the dirt in. Mayor Gibson said as far as he knew that real soon
specifications would be presented for a one-ton truck, and if the City has this heavy
duty truck it could be used to haul some of the dirt. Councilman Casebolt said he
would like to second Mr. Lilly's motion that an engineer be asked to go down and
check on the possibility of a landfill on the property near Poca. All Council voted
in favor.
POSSIBILITY OF PREVIOUS ENGINEERING OF IVY STREET-CITY RECORDER: Tom Melton
said he had spent the better part of one morning checking into the records at City
Hall that were available, and he could not find any records indicating that any
engineering had been done. Mr. Melton said he had also tried to contact Mr. Anderson
with the Appalachian Engineers, and was not able to reach him. Lf someone had an
idea approximately when this would have been done, Mr. Mslton said the Council Meeting Minutes could be checked. Councilman Lilly said it would probably be the year
of February 1971, he thought it was during the City-wide paving campaign. Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist said if he remembered right it was the paving project before
the one mentioned by Councilman Lilly. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said he would
recall the name and let Mr. Melton know just who the engineer was.
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that they had each received a copy of Nitro
Community School's Financial Statement, and a notation from Mr. Charles Graham,
director, saying that the Community School's expenses are approximately $300.00
more per session than their receipts. One more session from April 1974 to June 1974
will run this year. Mr. Graham said if the City could give the Community School
$1,000.00, they could complete the year on a break even basis. Mayor Gibson suggested
that this be placed in the Finance Committee, since they are in the process of making
up the budget.
Mayor Gibson mentioned that each Council Member had received a copy in detail
of the Kanawha Cable Television Financial Statement. Mayor Gibson said an attorney
from1 St. Albans left this, and he had been told that this had been presented to the
St.Albans City Council. Mayor Gibson stated that the attorney mentioned that he
would be glad to attend Nitro City Council's next meeting if Council so desired.
This would give each Councilman a chance to go avar the Financial Statement between
now and then. Mayor Gibson stated he had asked if this had to go before the Public
Service Commission, and the attorney said no, that it did not. Mayor Gibson stated
that he had been asked to pass this imformation out to Council and give them an
opportunity to study it.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Gene Williams, Street Superintendent has recommeded that the City have a Spring Clean Up Cairpaign during the month of April. Mr.
Williams suggested that the news media be made aware of this,and the City trucks
and crew would be working overtime if necessary, in order to make this a success.
Mayor Gibson stated the trucks would start the first week in April in Ward One,
Ward Two the second week, Ward Three the third week, and Ward Four the fourth week.
Mayor Gibson mentioned to Councilman Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Committee, that he had been given the maps to the location of fire hydrants in
the City, which were prepared by West Virginia Water Company.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen reported on new business, saying he would like
to call attention to the City Limits sign that is missing, as you are coming from
Cross Lanes section to the Brookhaven area. He would like to suggest that the
sigh be replaced. Mr. Williams said a sign was not available, but we could order
one. Mayor Gibson requested that Mr. Williams take care of this matter.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of Street and Traffic Committee asked
Mr. Armada to give a report on the next item for discussion. Mr. Armada said that
recently he had been involved in a lawsuit where an automobile accident had occurred
in 1972 at the railroad tracks at Wilson Street. Mr. Armada said that he would like
to recommend to Council that some type of barricade be installed at this crossing.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that a barricade be installed with reflectors on
each side of the railroad tracks on Wilson Street. Councilman Casebolt seconded.
All Council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that Mr. Williams did an'excellent job
on making repair to the storm drain covers on Norwood Road in Brookhaven but
someone has already broken it down.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion that Mr. Armada, the City
Attorney write an ordinance amending the sanitary rate ordinance back to the
orginal
rate ordinance. Councilman Casebolt seconded. All Council Voted in
favor.
Councilman Casebolt stated that Fire Cheif King ask permission to advertise
for bids on 1500 ft. of 2% inch fire hose and 600 ft. of 1% fire hose for the
new fire truck. He would like for the bids to be accepted at the first meeting
in April. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that bids be accepted for the new
fire hose at the Council Meeting on April 2, 1974. Councilman Priddy seconded.
All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt mentioned the problem on llth Street concerning the fence
and hedge next to the Street. Mr. Armada stated that there are two property owners
and that one of the property owners, Mr. Wayne Shafer on llth Street has had the
hedge there since 1956,and that he has' retained the property near the street for more
than ten years and has the right to keep the fence and hedge on the property.
Mayor Gibson stated that the matter will be left as is unless the City wishes to
use the property.
Councilman Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that the Finance
Committee would like to meet with all department heads and there assistants March
20, 1974 at 1 P.M., in the Committee Room.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to recess until March 26,1974,
at 7 P.M. to discuss the 1974-1975 Financial Budget. Councilman Lilly seconded.
All Council voted in favor.
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NITRD CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 26, 1974
APPROVAL OF THE 1974-1975 FINANCIAL BUDGET: The Honorable Mayor Gibson called
the meeting to order for the purpose of approval of the"1974-1975 Financial Budget.
Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Vemon
Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, and Councilman Dewey Mann.
Councilman Lilly presented the 1974-1975 Financial Budget to Council.
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Councilman Lilly made a motion that the Council accept the 1974-1975 Financial
Budget. Councilman Casebolt seconded. All Council voted in favor. Councilman
Allen made a motion the meeting be adjourned. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion. All Council voted in favor.
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APRIL 2, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers April 2, 1974. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom
Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Thomas Lilly and Mr. Frank Armada, Nitro
City Attorney. Councilman Paul Hill was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 19, 1974, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman at Large
Dr. R.V. Allen made a motion that the Minutes be approved. Councilman Lilly
seconded. All Council voted in favor.
MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of Finance Committee
reported that the balance at the close of February business was $20,531.65.
Proceedes through the month of March $24,027.81, making a total of $44,559.46.
Expenditures for the month of March $31,663.92, making a cash balance at the close
of business the last day of March $12,895.54.
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COMMUNITY SCHOOL'S REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Coirmittee, stated that the Finance Comnittee would like to
have the opportunity to meet with some of the members who are now operating the
Community School Program. He went on to say that he understood thejnaj.ority '
of the members have been replaced since the last meeting with the Finance Coimiittee.
He recommended that again the officals of the Community School meet with the Nitro
City Council Finance Committee and discuss the financial situation.
APPROVAL OF KANAWHA CABLE TELEVISION RATE INCREASE: Mr. Bennett Burgess, Legal
Representative :< for, KanawhaCable Television presented to Council a proposed
amendment to the franchise that was enacted in 1965. Mr. Burgess gave a copy to
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and to the City Attorney, Mr. Armada. He stated that the
proposed amendment was in one area only and it was to raise the subscription fee
from $5.00 to $6.25 per single family unit, for an additional outlet in a single
family unit per rate of $1.00 to $2.00. The franchise section that is being amended
is Section 7 in Paragraph C, it presently calls for monthly charges for domestic
services for the first outlet in a single family residence, each additional outlet
being $1.00, the proposed change would only change the $1.00 amount. He went on to
say that under Section 9 of the franchise that was established for the Company to
pay the City of Nitro 2% of gross income received for less than twelve hundred
subscribers or 3% from twelve hundred to twenty five hundred subscribers. Mr. Don
Patton, Manager of Kanawha Cable Television stated there are eight hundred and
forty two subscribers in the City of Nitro and they expected to have one thousand
to one thousand and seventy five subscribers this year, he added that the fee to
the City of Nitro is now one thousand dollars but with the new rate the fee should
go up between one thousand three hundred dollars and one thousand three hundred and
fifty dollars. Councilman Lilly asked about the Riverdale Acres area. Mr. Burgess
replied that the problem had been getting the poles in that area. He added that
the Appalachian Power Company had advised them that the power poles may have to be
moved for additional road widening, however, he went on to say, regardless of
of .whether or not the Appalachian Power Company moves their poles Kanawha Cable
Television anticipates going into that area this summer. Mr. Burgess stated that
the Company has started movies to offset the rate increase and to attract new
subscribers as well as keep the present subscribers. He requested the first reading

be held at the present Council Meeting and any additional information the Council
or Finance Committee might desire could be available between now and the second
reading of the ordinance. He also stated that the Company would stand the cost
for legal advertisement. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen asked Mr. Burgess
if the F.C.C. had any control over the Company. Mr. Burgess answered yes, but
that this was an area where a franchise can be changed without F.C.C. approval.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also asked if the Public Service Commission
had any control over the company. Mr. Burgess answered no, they do not have.
Mayor Gibson asked how far into the Riverdale Acres area the Kanawha Cable
Television went. Mr. Patton answered that it was this side of the W.M.U.L. Studio.
Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that the City of Nitro would stand the cost
for legal advertisement. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the Council approve
the first reading of the ordinance. Councilman Priddy seconded. All Council
voted in favor.
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the ordinance as follows:
An ordinance to amend an ordinance granting Kanawha Cable Television
Company a franchise to erect and operate a system of distiibuilflg and
relaying signals by means of wire cable, or other like connections in,
through, under, over and from the streets, alleys, public ground and
public places to receiving sets of subscribers to its service in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, enacted January 19, 1965 to increase
the monthly charges for domestic services.
BIDS FOR FIRE HOSE: Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Committee reported to Council that at the last meeting Council approved
specifications for bids on fire hose which was 1500 feet 2% inch and 600
feet 1% inch. He stated that the Insurance Rating Bureau recommended that
750 feet 2% inch and 750 feet 3 inch hose be used for the new fire truck.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept bids for 750 feet 2% inch and 750
feet 3 inch fire hose for the new fire truck Councilman Lilly seconded. All
Council voted in favor.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR A ONE TON DUMP TRUCK: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen mp.de
a motion for the approval to advertise for bids for a one ton dump truck and
request5, that bids be returned within thirty days. Councilman Lilly seconded.
All Council voted in favor. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked if this would
replace the ones we currently have up for bids. Mayor Gibson answered no and
asked Mr. Melton if he had sent a legal advertisement in concerning the old
vehicles the City has for sale. Mr. Melton answered yes he had given each
Council Member, a copy of that advertisement. Councilman Lilly asked if this
350 V-8 engine would be adequate for this type of vehicle. Mr. Williams,
Street Superintendent answered yes.
Mayor Gibson presented to Coucnil the Western Landfill Agreement signed
June 15, 1972, by his predecessor the former Mayor W.W. Alexander. The agreeirent was also signed by Mr. Avril Ramsey, former Mayor of St. Albans and by
former Mayor Dana Thunm of Dunbar. Councilman Lilly referred to paragraph 2
6f the agreement which read as follows: RDA hereby recognizes the Mayors of
the Municipalities as an Advisory Board to establish operational and management policy, set the amount of service fees, and to function in a general
overseership capacity for the landfill; such policies shall be set forth in
writing from time to time. Councilman Lilly asked if any of this had taken
place. Mayor Gibson answered that of recently this has taken place. He
also mentioned that even though he had looked for the agreement several
times it was only about three weeks ago that he located it.
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Mayor Gibson reported to Council that recently a test was given by the
Policemen Civil Service Conmission and twenty nine policemen made application.
He asked Council to consider continuing with the eleven policemen for the next
fiscal year and the policemen be paid out of Revenue Sharing funds. Councilman
Lilly made a motion that the aforementioned be approved. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded. All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist had no new business to report.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt reported that a few months ago City Council
advertised for bids for a one ton cab and chassis for an Emergency Fire Truck
and that Childers Chevrolet, Inc. were low bidders. The truck came in without
the power pack and color specified on the specification sheet, he added that
they wanted $289.00 more for the power package and they could not do the paint
job on the cab of the truck. Councilman Lilly suggested to Council that the
truck be painted elsewhere for approximately $120.00, if the next lowest bid
was $600.00 higher. However, Childers will probably decide to meet the specifications.
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Councilman Casebolt ask Mr. Melton if he had received any information pertaining to Ivy Street Engineering. Mr. Melton stated that he received the information
that morning,and after going through the past Council Meeting Minutes he found
the name of the Engineer, Mr. Jess Gandee, and although he did not talk to Mr.
Gandee he had talked to Mr. Robert Anderson the present City Engineer who had
been in touch with Mr. Gandee. Mr. Melton stated that in the Minute Book 1967
it shows a figure of $18.40 a foot. After talking to Mr. Gandee, Mr. Anderson
said the figures in October, 1969 were $16.15 a foot. Total cost of the project
$21,873.00 with $1,354.98 a foot accessible, this included four drop inlets and
two manholes, 70 feet of ten inch pipe was used for drainage of the water from
Ivy Street to the river. This also included a rock base and black-top twenty
feet wide with a curb. The figures are out dated and the price since 1969 has
increased from $16.15 to $25.00 or $30.00 per foot..
Councilman Casebolt mentioned he had been called to the Smith Street Landfill three times since last Council Meeting, he had heard that there was plenty
of dirt available at Tyler Mountain, however, the only problem was hauling the
dirt. He went on to say the situation at the landfill was a health hazard and
he wondered if perhaps a few loads of trash, not garbage, could be used to fill
and then covered with dirt. Mr. Williams, Street Superintendent, said only
dirt could be used. Councilman Casebolt asked Mr. Williams if dirt were hauled
in would the storm drains have to be dug up. Mr. Williams answered that there
would have to be a drain put in from the Smith Street end and over. Mayor Gibson
asked Mr. Williams if he had anything further to report. Mr. Williams said he
had made arrangements to have the endloader moved to the Smith Street Landfill
that day. Mayor Gibson reminded Council that the Low-Boy had been stolen some
time ago, he asked Mr. Williams if he had yet made arrangements with Mr. H.M.
Christian for the City to borrow his. Mr. Williams said he had contacted Mr.
Christian and he had agreed to let the City borrow this piece of equiptment.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy had no new business.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the meeting be adjourned. Councilman
Casebolt seconded. All Council voted in favor.
!TT--^gX
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RECORDER

ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO KAKAWHA CABLE
TELEVISION COMPANY A FRANCHISE TO ERECT AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OF
DISTRIBUTING AND RELAYING SIGNALS BY MEANS OF WIRE CABLE, OR OTHER
LIKE CONNECTIONS IN, THROUGH, UNDER, OVER AND PROM THE STREETS,
ALLEYS, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES TO RECEIVING SETS OF SUBSCRIBERS TO ITS SERVICE IN THE CtTY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, ENACTED
January 19, 1965, TO INCREASE THE MONTHLY CHARGES FOR DOMESTIC SER
VICE.

>*
;
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"
,
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'4.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:

That anordinance entitled: " An ordinance grantingtoKanawha Cable Tele-

|

vision Company a franchise to erect and operate a system or distributing and ntlaying signals by means of wire cable, or other like connections in, through, und*r,

1

over and from the streets, alleys, public grounds and public places to receiving

-;

sets of subscribers to its service in the City of Nitro, West Virginia," be amended as

;

to Section VII thereof in Paragraph "c" to read as follows: Monthly charges fordo*

j

.-•'

•

if

mastic service for the first outlet in a single family residence, Six Dollars and Twenty- .*
five Cants ($6.25), for each additional outlet in the same family residence, for tilt

,.|

same immediate family on the same premises. Two Dollars ($2.00.

J

In all other respects the aforesaid ordinance enacted January 19, 1965, shall
remain in effect.

^
-|

This ordinance was introduced and read for the first time at a regular meeting
of the City Council held on the

^-

day of /^p^L^f

1974, and

will come up for second reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the City Council
to be held on the /£>
day of ^^^^r
^ - --™
*-•*-m

T

j

, 1974.
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MAYOR

CITY CLERK
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NITRQ CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

April 19, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers April 19, 1974. Those present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor;
Tom Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman Dewey
Mann. City Attorney Frank Armada was also present.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
Reverend Leroy Beyer, Holy Trinity Catholic Church gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF APRIL 2, 1974 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Mayor Gibson reminded Council
that each member had received a copy of the minutes in the mail and had been given
an opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen so moved the
minutes be approved, Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. Councilman Lilly
pointed out two corrections in the March Financial Report. Expenditures for the
month should be corrected to read $41,663.92 making the cash balance changed to
$2,895.54. All council voted that the minutes be approved as corrected.
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APPROVAL OF MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the
Finance Committee made a motion that the March Financial Statement be carried over
to the next Council Meeting, due to the fact that the Finance Committee has not
had a meeting to review the Financial Statement. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded.
Motion was carried by an unanimous vote.
AMENDED APPLICATION FOR THE GREATER KANAWHA RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:Mr. Dixie Shreve, Conservationist for the Capitol Soil Conservation
District reminded Council that last November he attended a Nitro City Council
Meeting and at that time he discussed in detail the Great Kanawha Resources
Conservation and Development Project. At that particular time boundries were being
revised from a five county to ten county area. Mr. Shreve presented Mayor Gibson
with a copy of the origional application plus the revisions. He announced there
was a meeting scheduled for April 25, 1974, 10:00 a.m. at Smileys Restaurant, any
member of Council wanting to attend the meeting would be welcome. He also presented
each member of Council with the annual report and plan of work for the Soil Conservation District. Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Shreve if there had been any seeding done
this spring at the Ridenour Memorial Park, Mr. Shreve replied that to his knowledge
there had not been any done yet. However, they still hold the contract left over
from last fall when Mr. Kerns did partical seeding. He still has the main spill
way area plus a small area in the second parking lot to seed. Mr. Shreve indicated
that Mr. Kerns should be starting on this any day now. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V.
Allen asked if there were some additional posts to be placed in the area where
the boat dock is located. Mr. Shreve replied that all the posts have been placed
that were called for in the origional contract, however, he would check on this,
he went on to say that April is the month for the annual inspection at the Ridenour
Memorial Park, and this would be a good time to check on things along this order.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if Mr. Shreve had anything to do with stocking
the lake. Mr. Shreve said this was handled by Mr. Dave Robinson of the Department
of Natural Resources.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE APPROVING KANAWHA CABLE TELEVISION RATE INCREASE:
Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the second reading of an ordinance to approve
a Kanawha Cable Television rate increase, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy moved
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that this be tabled until the next council meeting so Council could have more
time to evaluate this ordinance. Councilman Casebolt seconded. All Council voted
in favor.
BIDS OPENED FOR CITY VEHICLES TO BE SOLD: The following Councilmen reported
on sealed bids that had been received for city vehicles to be sold: Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen: One 1963 Dump Truck - $560.00 - Escoe Haverty; Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy: One 1963 Dump Truck - $251.00, One 1969-20 yard Easy Pack
Ford Truck, $1,500.00 W. C. Carrier; Councilman Casebolt: One 1963 Dump Truck
$200.00 - Clarence Brown; Councilman Lilly: One 1963 Dump Truck - $301.00, One
12 foot Dump Bed - $150.00 - Lee H Warner. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy
noted that with the exception of the one bid for a 1963 onfe ften dump truck from
Escoe Haverty the bids did not meet the minimum price that hwa been set. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the bid from Escoe Haverty be accepted. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. All members voted in favor. City Attorney, Frank
Armada, stated that since the other bids did not meet the minimum price the
vehicles would have to be re-advertised in order to sell them to the lowest
bidder, he went on to say that all bids will have to be resubmitted. Councilman
Mann made a motion that the vehicles be re-advertised and the highest bid be
accepted without a minimum price set. Councilman Casebolt seconded. All council
voted in favor.
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SANITARY RATE ORDINANCE BACK TO THE ORIGIONAL RATE
ORDINANCE:City Attorney, Frank Armada, stated that Council had directed him to
draft an ordinance amending the ordinance that amended the previous ordinance
regarding the rate structure of Nitre's Sanitary Sewer System. All this involves
is, he added, is that it repeals the rate ordinance whereby initiated. This in
effect would repeal that ordinance therefore reinstating the old rates that have
been established prior to that. Copies were passed out and the first reading
was conducted. A motion was made by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy that
Council accept this as the first reading. Councilman Casebolt seconded. All
voted in favor. A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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Bids were opened for fire hose for the new Fire Truck that was recently delivered
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy reported on a bid from Sutphen: 600 feet of 1%
inch -$1.45 per foot, 2% inch -2.50 per foot, 3 inch - $2.80 per foot. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen stated a bid from Carl Hammack - 750 feet of 3 inch
750 feet of 2% inch - 600 feet of 1% inch, total cost would be $3,496.50, break
down per foot, 3 inch $2.30 - 2% inch $1.57, 1% inch 99$ per foot. Councilman
Casebolt read the bid from Mountaineer Supply - 600 feet of 1% inch - $1.90
per foot, 2% inch - $1.58, 750 feet of 3 inch - $2.38 per foot, total cost
$3,624.00. Tom Melton opened bid from Fendley Fire Equiptment, 1% inch - $1.45
per foot, 2 inch - $2.05 per foot, 3 inch - $2.75 per foot, with a 200 per foot
discount on any order over 2,000 feet. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen made
a motion that this be placed in the Fire Department Concmittee with the committee
having the authority to act. Councilman Lilly seconded and all council voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson introduced three members representing the Nitro Wbmans Club,
Mrs. Helen Colcord, President, Mrs. Lillian Priddy and Mrs. Emma Sizemore.
Mayor Gibson recalled the many outstanding contributions the club has made to
the community. Mrs. Colcord said the Womans Club was anxious to help in any way
possible with the Ridenour Memorial Park project, she offered the clubs
cooperation in every way. Mayor Gibson said this was appreciated and felt sure
Mr. Steve Mullins, Recreational Director, as well as members of Building and
Planning Committee would be most happy to have the club's assistance. Councilman
Dewey Mann said he thought council should go on record as expressing appreciation
to these ladies for appearing before the governing bodyrand asking what they can
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do to help improve our community. He felt they should be commended. This was
also the feeling of Mayor Gibson and the other Council Members.

I

I

Mr. Steve Mullins, Recreational Director for Nitro, gave a progress report of
the Recreation Department since he was hired February 18, 1974, Mr, Mullins
stated that he has been preparing a recreational needs and interest survey for
Nitro residents, he hopes to supply a recreation program that will benefit
citizens of all ages. Included in the events already planned are a mother-daughter
fishing derby on Mother's Day weekend and a father-son fishing derby on Father's
Day weekend, both events will be held at Ridenour Memorial Park. Changes that have
been made at the Municipal Swimming Pool are: Purchase of new sun deck- and a
sliding board^he*added that snow cones will be sold at the concession stand for
the first timet^'First aid equiptment has been updated. Two cashiers will be employed this season, in the past lifeguards have filled this capacity. Mr. Mullins
told Council the tenative opening date for the pool is May 25. He asked Council
to take into consideration raising the fees this season so the pool could perhaps
become more self-supporting. He went on to suggest that family passes be raised
from $30.00 to $36.00 and individual passes be raised from $15.00 to $18.00. Mr.
Mullins reported that new bleachers are being erected at the City Park, a large
sandbox has also been added. In the planning stage is the formation of a Soccer
League, he added that he hopes to have chess and checker teams and tournaments
for all residents interested, this may be of particular interest to the Senior
Citizens. Suggestion boxes will be placed at the swimming pool, city park and
Ridenour Memorial Park, these boxes are being made by the students in the Nitro
High School Shop Class. Mr. Mullins stated that this will enable citizens and
viators to make recommendations that could improve the recreation program. Under
consideration are plans for city sponsored shooting matches, the possibility of
this will be investigated by City Attorney, Frank Armada. The stocking program
at the lake has been completed according to Mr. Mullins. The Department of Natural
Resources has stocked the lake with Largemouth Bass, Sunfish and about three weeks
ago they added 3,000 Channel Catfish.
Columbia Gas Company has repaired the parking lot that their heavy equiptment
had damaged at the Ridenour Park, Mr. Mullins said the area above the parking
lot is still very much in need of attention. He added that he had talked to Mr.
Gene Simms, owner of the land beyond the parking lot and Mr. Simms said he had
been in touch with Columbia Gas Company to make sure they intended to repair the
damaged site.
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that they had each been given a copy of the
Engineering Report on the drainage problem at: 236 Brookhaven Drive, the property
owned by Henry Marino. Mayor Gibson suggested that Mr. Armada check! this out and
report back at the next Council Meeting if possible. Mayor Gibson went on to say
it seems as though this problem exists on private property.
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Mayor Gibson reported that he had met with Mr. William Moore, Mr. John Fields
and Mr. John Miller, West Virginia Department of Highways Officials in regard to
the drainage problem near Bailes Drive on 40th Street and East 39th Street.
These gentlemen assured the Mayor that the problem would be corrected, however
the city might have to assist them to a certain extent. Mayor Gibson said he was
told that they had some pipe on order and it was expected to be in by July 1st.
About 300 feet of pipe will have to be run and the water will be picked up on
the upper side of 40th Street Road and carried into a workable storm drain
eliminating the water from going onto property owners lawns. He added that he
understood a couple of catch basins would probably be added.
Councilman Dewey Mann, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, reported that he
had spoken to Mr. Charles Sublett, President of the Michie Publishing Company,
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as to the progress of the work that had been done on the ordinances thus far.
He stated they were still in the preliminary stages but a lot has been accomplished.
He indicated it would be several weeks before they are ready to have an editorial conference. Mr. Sublett suggested that Council send immediately any ordinances
that have been passed which the Michie Company does not have in their possession,
also he recommended that a letter be sent along. He added that they have had
to delete several of the ordinances. Councilman Mann reported that the Ordinance
Conmittee had net several times and they would like to reconmend that the following
reconmendations on Ordinances be drafted and codified:
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Recommendations of Ordinance Conmittee - City of Nitro
Councilman Dewey Warm, Chairman
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy
Councilman Thomas Lilly
Immediately notify the MLchie City Publication Company to draft ordinances
to codified encompassing the following subject matter:
1. All contractors performing work in City to obtain a City License each
year and the fee to be $15.00.
2. Give the Mayor authority to appoint a City Judge.
3. Adoption of ordinances as recommended by The Humane Society of the
United States applicable to our City and to include provisions in
our present City-County operation. This is ordinance pertaining to
control and prevention of cruelty to animals.
4. Approval by Council for solicitation of funds within city by any
person or organization. Application forms requiring pertinent data
pertaining to applicant to be furnished by City.
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5. Bids required for any materials, labor, or materials and labor that
cost as much as $250.00 and separate invoicing to circumvent this
provision or colusion between Vendors so as to prevent fair bidding
be prohibited and punishable.
6. Schedule for Vacations and Holidays:
VACATIONS - Police & Firemen
(a) After 1 year - 2 weeks
(b) " 2 years - 3 weeks
(c) " 5 years - 4 weeks

Other City Employees
(a) after 1 year - 1 week
(b) " 2 years - 2 weeks
(c) " 5 years - 3 weeks

Seven paid Holidays for all City employees except Police & Firemen
January 1 - May 30 - July 4 - Labor Day - Veterans Day - Thanksgiving
and Christmas. If a Holiday falls on Saturday or Sunday, the day
before or the day after respectively will be taken.
Since the City will be charged $14.25 per page for any changes made
after the Editorial Conference between the City Attorney and The
Company, it is recommended that the Ordinance Committee be represented
at this Editorial Conference. This was also recommended by Mr. Charles
Sublett, President of the MLchie City Publication Company.
Any new ordinances or changes in old ordinances that the Company
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submits to the City Attorney for approval be also approved by Council before
the manuscript is put in final form for publication for Council action.
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Longevity
•

Clerks and Dispatchers of Police Department;
Years

1
2
3
4
5

Per Month

Years

$ 5.00
10.00
15.00
20.00
25.00

6
7
8
9
10

Per Month
$ 30.00
35.00
40.00
45.00
50.00

Garbage, Street, Police and Fire Department:
Years

I

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Per Month
$ 2.50
5.00
7.50
10.00
12.50
15.00
17.50
20.00
22.50
25.00

Years
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Per Month
$ 27.50
30.00
32.50
35.00
37.50
40.00
42.50
45.00
47.50
50.00

Adminis trative Department:
Months

Per Month

18
30
42
60
72

$10.00
20.00
30.00
40.00
50.00

Councilman Mann went on to state that a suggested ordinance for the prevention
of cruelty to animals, for the control of animals, and for other purposes,be- '
also sent to the Michie Company with the above mentioned recommendations. He went on
to say this ordinance was prepared and recommended by the Humane Society of the
United States.
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Councilman Mann reported that the Ordinance Committee recommended that some
member of the Ordinance Committee be represented at the editorial conference, this
was also recommended by Mr. Sublett. Councilman Mann stated that any new ordinance
or changes in old ordinance that the company submits to the attorney for approval
should also be approved by Nitro City Council before the manuscript is put into
final form for publication for Council action. The reason for this recommendation
is that after the conference any changes that are made after that time have to be
paid for. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion that this information be
forwarded to the Michie Publishing Company, Councilman Lilly seconded the motion.
Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen remarked that some of the ordinances have to be
written before July 1, 1974, he questioned the fact, would the Michie Company have

them back to City Council so they could be in effect by July 1, 1974. He noted
that the ordinances have to be written and two readings held before that date.
Councilman Lilly said in the event the ordinances so not get back here then.
Council will have to make an amendment to the existing ordinance to allow the
longevity .holidays and vacation schedule to be assertained by the first of
July. Councilman Lilly went on to say that in the event the ordinances had not
been received by the first council meeting in June then a first meeting will be
held on all ordinances. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen said he would go along
with that. All council voted in favor of Councilman at Large Keith Priddy's
motion.
Councilman Paul Hill had no new business.
Councilman Thomas Lilly said he had received calls within the last week regarding
Tractor-Trailer Trucks blocking traffic while serving Rite-Aid Discount Store _ on
23rd Street and 1st Avenue. Mayor Gibson said he had not heard of this situation
and this could be called to the attention of the Police Department.
Councilman Lilly announced that a Revenue Sharing Meeting would be held at
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 20, 1974, in the ConnLttee Room at City Hall.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist asked if any progress had been made in getting
a location established for citizens of Nitro to pay their utility bills. Mayor
Gibson stated that he was sorry but this was something that he1 had not talked to
Mr. Temple about- 'He 'Stated ;that he would "contact Mr; Ternp.l^e very soon
Tom Melton, City Recorder, said at the last Council Meeting, Council had
passed a levy estimate tax for the next fiscal, year, he added that a letter had
been received saying the State Tax Commission had approved the estimate.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that Council approve the levy estimate as presented.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded. All Council voted in favor.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt asked if the Rite-Aid Trucks that have been parking
on the City Parking Lot has received permission to do so. Mayor Gibson said he
would communiciate with the Police Department and ask them to check this situation.
Councilman Casebolt said he had received several phone calls within the last few
weeks complimenting the City of Nitro on the up-graded Street Lights.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to adjourn. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy
seconded it. All voted in favor.

Mayer''

City Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

May 7, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on May 7, 1974. Those present were: William D.
Gibson, Mayor; Tom Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large Keith Priddy; Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist; Councilman Vernon Casebolt; Councilman Paul Hill;
Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman Dewey Mann. Recreation
Director Steve Mullins and City Attorney Frank Armada were also
present.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by the Reverend Jeff Lovely.
APPROVAL OF APRIL 19, 1974, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Mayor
Gibson mentioned that Council members had been provided with copies
of the minutes and had been given an opportunity to study them.
Councilman at Large D. R. V. Allen moved that the minutes be approved,
Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote of approval
was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF THE MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas
Lilly"Chairman of the Finance Committee, made a motion that the
March financial statement be approved. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
seconded the motion. The motion passed by unanimous vote.
APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of
the Finance Committee gave the April Financial Report as follows:
Cash balance as of March 31, 1974

$ 2,895.54

Cash receipts - April

$68,196.72

April - Disbursements

$50,005.04

Balance

$21,087.22

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE APPROVING RATE INCREASE FOR
KANAWHA CABLE TELEVISION:City Recorder Tom Melton gave the second
reading of the ordinance approving a rate increase for Kanawha Cable
Television. Councilman Dewey Mann made a motion to approve the
increase. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. All
present voted in favor.

I

REPORT FROM MR. FRANK ARMADA ON THE DRAINAGE PROBLEM AT 236
BROOKHAVEN^PRIVET Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, gave his report
on the drainage problem at 236 Brookhaven Drive. He said that
basically the problem is between two property owners. The city's
only liability is to keep open the drainage culvert under the road
that drains onto this property. But as to improving or constructing
additional drainage, it is private property and the city is not

liable. It is the responsibility of the property owners and not
the city.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SANITARY SEWER RATES:
City Recorder Tom Melton read the second reading of the ordinance
amending the sanitary sewer rate back to the original rate. A
motion was made by Councilman Vernon Casebolt for the approval of
this rate change, and it was seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly.
Approval was unanimous. A copy of the same is attached and made a
part hereof.
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INCREASE IN POOL FEES FOR 1974 SEASON: Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist,Chairman of the Recreation Committee, presented a
motion to raise fees at the Nitro City Pool for this summer. He
gave as reasons for the increase, the increase in cost of everything we use at the pool. Chlorine has increased 13%, pool paint
increased 33%, soda ash is up 25%, and a comparable increase in all
other products used. Salary levels will be up a little this year.
Mr. Steve Mullins, Recreation Director, has asked for a 20% increase in fees. Individual passes will be $18.00, family passes
will be $36.00, with daily rates of $1.00 and $1.50.
A discussion followed about the difficulty of getting Soda
Ash for the pool.
A motion to increase the fees was made by Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist and seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen.
The vote in favor was unanimous.
BIDS FOR TRUCK FOR RECREATION DEPARTMENT: Mayor Gibson
reminded that all councilmen had a specification sheet for the
truck to be advertised for bids for use by the Recreation
Department. He explained that the specifications were the same
as proposed for the street commissioner's truck except for the
radio. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist recommended that we
submit this for bids as soon as possible because it is almost impossible for the recreation department to operate without a vehicle.
A motion was made by Councilman at Large Tidquist and seconded by
Councilman Vernon Casebolt. All Councilmen voted in favor except
Councilman Paul Hill, who opposed.
OPENING OF BIDS FOR ONE-TON DUMP TRUCK: Bids were opened on
the one-ton dump truck to be used primarily by the Street Department.
Four bids were received. Councilman Casebolt opened a bid from
Tag-Galyean Chevrolet of Charleston. Their total bid was $4,693.03,
and if you desire to paint the dump bed another color, the additional cost would be $60.00. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy
opened a bid from J. D. Moore, Inc. for $4,990.00. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen opened the bid from Landers Chevrolet Co., Hurricane
West Virginia, $4,824.00, subject to possible dump bed increase;
or if you have a trade-in the price will be $5,445.49. Councilman
Dewey Mann opened the fourth bid and no price was included. Councilman Paul Hill made a motion that the bids be turned over to
committee for further study with the authority to act. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. All Councilmen voted in favor with
the exception of Councilman at Large Priddy, Councilman Lilly and
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City Recorder Tom Melton who voted against.
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Mayor Gibson introduced the President of the Kanawha County
Court, Mr. Dewey Kuhns, and welcomed him and Mr. Jack Whiting,
Executive Director of the Regional Development Authority, to the
council meeting. Mr. Kuhns stated that this was an occasion that
most of us had been waiting for for a long time. The consumation
of a project which began back in 1962. He was talking about the
Blakes Creek Watershed Dam and Recreation area. He stated that
this is the first project of this kind the Kanawha County Court
has completed, though they have several similar projects under way.
The investment in this project is somewhere in the neighborhood of
$440,000.00, and covers approximately 3,680 acres. The recreational
potential is tremendous. Mr. Kuhns added that, in his opinion, the
investment in this project has been well worthwhile. The Honorable
Dewey Kuhns then presented the deed to the property to Mayor
William Gibson. The deed, dated April 16, 1974, was signed by
all three members of the court. Mayor Gibson thanked Mr. Kuhns
and the Regional Development Authority for their cooperation.
Another announcement made by Mr. Kuhns concerned the landfills
being operated by the County. He stated that scales will soon be
installed at the Western landfill in order to more accurately
measure the amount of material being brought to the landfill.
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Mayor Gibson announced that Estill & Greenlee want to develop
some acreage they own in the Brookhaven area. It was suggested
that councilmen take the time to read the proposed agreement in
detail before acting on it, and assigned it to the Building and
Planning Committee and Mr. Armada for study. The proposed agreement
prepared by Estill & Greenlee's attorney had been given to each
Councilman prior to the meeting.
United Distribution System requested that council consider
a legal document being drawn up to provide them with fire service
and police protection to their property. They would like to have
A.D.T. install an alarm system in the Fire and Police Departments.
Mr. Armada states that their building is outside the city limits,
and there is some question about the jurisdiction of the police
within one mile of the city limits. He would like to make further
study and would not recommend any action at this time. He will
have a report by next council meeting, if possible.
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The Mayor presented a letter from the State Health Department
concerning the overall condition of our present Sanitary Treatment
Plant. He asked that the letter be made a part of the minutes of
the meeting. Councilman Mann asked why it was necessary, stating
that he did not understand some of the terminology used in the
letter. Councilman Casebolt stated that when we took office we
made a tour of the plant and that most of the Councilmen understood.
Councilman Lilly stated that he did not object to the letter becoming part of the minutes, but he would like to have a report from
the Sanitary Board why these conditions exist and what steps they
intend to take to correct the situation. Mayor Gibson stated that
he would attempt to have an answer by the next Council meeting.
A copy of the letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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Mr. Steve Mullins, Recreation Director, presented a request
from the YMCA for a $50.00 donation to a gymnastic clinic to be
held at Dunbar High School. Donations are intended to cut down
on the amount boys will have to pay to attend this clinic. Council
decided against the donation.
Mayor Gibson announced that Monsanto Chemical Company is
donating to the city of Nitro a tract of land on W. Va. Rt. 25
near Armours Creek. The lot size is 150 ft. by 250 ft. Mayor
Gibson stated that this gift will be a tremendous asset to our
city, and the contribution truly demonstrates a great deal of
civic-mindedness on the part of Monsanto Chemical Company. He
further emphasized that on behalf of the City, he would like to
express appreciation for the company's generous contribution.
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Mayor Gibson asked that serious consideration be given to
building a city maintenance garage in the area of the Main Avenue
landfill that is situated near the old water intake. This would
have to be discussed with the zoning appeals board about getting
the property rezoned. A letter needs to be written, along with
the plan and approximate cost for the garage. Councilman Vernon
Casebolt added that he has talked with some of the residents in
the area of the proposed garage, and he heard no objections
whatsoever. Councilman Lilly made a motion that a plan be compiled
and a letter written to the zoning board. It was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and unanimously approved.
Mayor Gibson asked council for approval to have a zoning map
made for the city, enlarging it to be easily read, and documenting
various zoned areas by street names and zoning numbers. Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen added that this map is needed. Mr. Armada
informed council that all that will be done will be enlarging and
making a better map, nothing else will be changed. Councilman
Thomas Lilly moved that we proceed with this project. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. It was passed by
unanimous vote.

I

Mayor Gibson reported that he has spoken with Mr. Temple in
regard to the possibility of them allowing the other utility
companies' customers to pay their utility bills at the Bank of
Nitro. Mr. Temple stated that they had taken the water company
account on a trial basis, and would prefer to wait and see before
taking on any more obligation right now.
NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen - No new business.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy - Regarding street lights, a
new street off Barrington Road, Brookhaven, that hasn't had street
lights erected needs two lights. Councilman Priddy made a motion
we erect two new street lights. Councilman Mann seconded the
motion. All council voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that regarding the flood
insurance program, three resolutions have to be passed and submitted to the Philadelphia office before our citizens could be
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eligible to purchase flood insurance under this program. Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion that these resolutions be passed
and sent in. Councilman Mann seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous. Copies of which are attached hereto and made a part
hereof.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt - The fire chief is now checking
fire hydrants throughout the city. He is also checking different
areas of town for distance between fire hydrants, places where
we need new ones or old ones replaced. He will make a report
possibly by next council meeting.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist - No new business.
Councilman Thomas Lilly - Councilman Lilly presented Mrs.
Rutledge and allowed her to tell council her complaints regarding
things in her neighborhood. Mr. Armada will talk with her after
council meeting and try to help her resolve some of the problems.
She complained of street blockage, motorcycles, welding at night,
etc.
Councilman Paul Hill - No new business.
Councilman Dewey Mann - No new business.
City Recorder Tom Melton - No new business.

I

Kanawha Cable Television asked about the possibility of
leasing the pool for a private party. They were informed that
the pool cannot be closed to the public, since it is owned by
the city. If they wish any further discussion, they may speak
with our city attorney or the recreation director at another time
and see if something can be worked out.
Mayor Gibson entertained that a motion be made that the
meeting be adjourned. It was moved by Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen and seconded by Councilman Casebolt. All voted in
favor and the meeting was adjourned.

MAYOR''
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ITATl D I K E C T O * OF H C A L T M

?tate of i
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
C H A R L E S T O N 20305

The. Honorable, William G ib&on
Mayor, City of, Nit no
' C.itiJ Buifd'ing
Hitno, West ~Vi<nginia 2 5 1 4 3
Vear M aye n G Lb-s on:
On Monday, Ap/i.<( ; 29, J 9 7 4 , I in.6pccte.rf the -sewage tne.atme.nt plant
the City of Nitio. The eve naif.I operation of, the plant could only be, con>d poor. The.ne are .-scvenaif items that, need you-r prompt atte.n-tion and
i be connected immediate^!.
Ai you ale. iwW rtitu'ie , onfr/ one 0|$ the two cfMAageAtefiA -U> i.n op&iation
and < 5 not doling a uet(/ guod job of, "lemou.tt-iq bvttabtn AotidA. The. ctasiagu te.fi ,
that, ci rfou'n, n<?c(ii t'xfcHi <'vc icpa.-t-'Li .to a^ we<A, ba^^.6 , ,icAape.A4, and a£.4o
nccdi t/ie fop on .t/(e r/UfC'ifc-f nepa.ih.cd (it ha^ f>e.\><?.tiat tasige. cJiadz* i.n Lt] .
The. {(low mt.ten .<A not iconh-ing and needs to be. napai.fiad . The. PauhaUL fattma
neerfi to be nemo iked due tc the extensive eA.oi>-ion o^ the. i><idoj> . The. cWo/toie
contact chamben wa6 acting tike, a secondany sc.tttinQ basin and ne.e.de.d to be.
cleaned. I could not check the cMonine fac.e.d becau&e. the. bui.tding was tocked
and no openaton MOA the ne . The $ fudge dnyhig beds don't appe.an to be aied as
of:te.n ai they
\iy ^ceLinQ iA that yousi ticenAed ope.natoi fioi thib plant shouid be. at
-tlie ptant duJving the. cntine shifat except ^on emergencies. Voul ope.n.aton i^s .
nanety at the plant. With the -shape that youn ^acitity is in, the. opeAaton
icoaCd not have to Cool: f^o'i monk to do,
I neal.ize aif of, these items cost moneu , but -it has come to the, point .in
time that people one going to have to pan ficn cleaning the, e.nviAonment.
alto -remind you that ifa you can get your <ieu>age note, up -so that
the plant is openate.d as a busineA-s and &how<s a pno^tt, then Aome. of, tlic areas
such as 40th Street, Nitno Pa'ik \ddition, and the. up r.ive.n end o£ tomn could
and should be. severed. The on¥y man I knom o/( doing these thing-S <iA with a
rate, increase,.
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May If 1974,

A6 you. ate awate, f/u' fede-ta^ mom'M to upgrade </oat p£an-t fat/ adcitng
^-cttet-6 and a battling baioi ate .ic/ieduf.ed to exptAe Pecembe-t 7,
1974, un£e/$.6 conA^tac^cuc! ^ 4-fatted. Tfi-oi inf>ofuriatA.on -ci ^omM/t. Wat/ten
M ean^ , Pepattmew/t o^ NatuAal Reiou^ce,i, fe.de-taf '.f oney Coo'idinatofi.
1£ goo.
£o4e i/t-64 ^edeAa^ giant, you can be as^ated t>iat ct w.-t£.f be a £ong -tone be/{o-te WctAo -tec.exue^ anotAet ^a't'-taf (j-tan-f. Than the people would -teat&/ be
in ( <ot a bx'.g -tate -t'.nc-tca6e. to ttpg.'tadc thcAA 6eu.'age tAeatmeiat p£an-t.
1(5 I can be o^ am/ a.vi t-i fancc on ant/ o^ -f/ie-ie ptob£ew6, p£ea6e
me.
S^'.nceAe^/.

C. Ra65eW. Rade-t
Reg-tonal?
CRR.-bfa
cc-'

K'anaivka-ChaSLleAtcn He.a£tk Vc.pt,
Putnam County He.at.tk fe.pt.
ULtfio Sanitate! Boand (/

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO KANAWHA CHJ1.E
TELEVISION COMPANY A FRANCHISE TO ERECT AND OPEPvtt?3 A SYCTEM O?
DISTRElUTinQ AND rSLAYXKG SIGNALS BY MEANS OF WIHS CA0I.5, CR GOTH
LKB CCIJZ&CTZQNS IN, THROUGH, UNDER, OV2S AND FROM TII3 Cir:,vi3,
ALLEYS, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES TO RECEIVING SETS C? CU3-

ccnssns TO cs GE^ICS IN TIIS-CIIY OF HIIRO. WEST vzn-csms\ EHAC^O

January 19, 1965, TO INCREASE THE MONTHLY CHARGES rC3 DOMECI'ICJ C"H

BS IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OP NITRQ, WEST VIRGINIA:
Thet an ordinance entitled: " An ordinanc0 granting to Konawha Ca!?!0'Television Company a franchise to erect and oparata a syotera or distributing end ro~
laying.signals by means of wire cablo, or other liko conn-actions in, through, tir.cbr,
ovor end from ths streets, alleys, public grounds eni public pl.acog to rccolv'na
sets of subscribers to its eorvico in tho City of Nitro, West Virginia," bo c.-zi::'-:^. s:
to Section VII thorcof in Paragraph "c" to road ao follows: Monthly ckr-rjos fcr c,-:roestic servica for the first outlot in a single family rosidenca, Si;: Dollars* c.;:4 TIVQ:':
fiva Conta ($6.25), for each additional outlet tn tho same fcrnily rosidenco, fcr t'":i
samo imnssdiato family on tho cants proraicos, Two Dollars ($2»Q3«
'In all cthor rcopccts tha aforesaid/ordinance enacted January 19, "1005, chaU v "
remain in effect.
This ordinance »vas introduced end road for tho firct tiir.o et a regular mtD3tlvrj
of tho City Council hold on tho __^_ day of _jr^^.2r^^^»^-^«^«»^^«.^» 1974, cnl
will coma up for second reading and adoption at a regular meeting of tho City Cov...-...:''
to ba hold on tho /£>

day of ^2^

GIT/ CLERK

Resolution No.
WHEREAS, the CITY OF NTTRO has adopted and is enforcing the
SOUTHERN STANDARD BUILDING CODE, and
WHEREAS, Section
of the aforesaid prohibits any person, firm or corporation from
erecting, constructing, enlarging, altering, repairing, improving,
moving or demolishing any building or structure without first
obtaining a separate building permit for each building or structure
from the BUILDING INSPECTOR, and
WHEREAS, the BUILDING INSPECTOR must examine all plans and
specifications for the proposed construction when application is
made to him for a building permit.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the CITY COUNCIL of the
CITY OF NITRO, as follows:
1. That the BUILDING INSPECTOR shall review all building permit
applications for new construction or substantial improvements to
determine whether proposed building sites will be reasonably safe
from flooding. If a proposed building site is in a location that has
a flood hazard, any proposed new construction or substantial improvement (including prefabricated and mobile homes) must (i) be designed
(or modified) and anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral
movement of the structure, (ii) use construction materials and
utility equipment that are resistant to flood damage, and (iii) use
construction methods and practices that will minimize flood damage; and
2. That the BUILDING INSPECTOR shall review subdivision
proposals and other proposed new developments to assure that (i) all
such proposals are consistent with the need to minimize flood damage,
(ii) all public utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas,
electrical, and water systems are located, elevated, and constructed
to minimize or eliminate flood damage, and (iii) adequate drainage
is provided so as to reduce exposure to flood hazards; and
3. That the BUILDING INSPECTOR shall require new or replacement
water supply systems and/or sanitary sewage systems to be designed
to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the
systems and discharges from the systems into flood waters, and
require on-site waste disposal systems to be located so as to avoid
impairment of them or contamination from them during flooding.
Date Passed

Certification

Resolution Number

WHEREAS, the CITY OF NITRO has adopted and is enforcing
the SOUTHERN STANDARD BUILDING CODE, and
WHEREAS, Section
of the aforesaid prohibits any person, firm, or corporation from
erecting, constructing, enlarging, altering, repairing, improving,
moving, or demolishing any building or structure without first
obtaining a separate building permit for each building or structure
from the BUILDING INSPECTOR, and
WHEREAS, the BUILDING INSPECTOR must examine all plans and
specifications for the proposed construction when application is
made to him for a building permit.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NITRO as follows:
1. That the BUILDING INSPECTOR shall require the issuance
of a permit for any excavation, grading, fill, or construction in
the community; and
2. That the BUILDING INSPECTOR shall require review of each
permit application to determine whether the proposed site and
improvements will be reasonably safe from mudslides. If a proposed
site and improvements are in a location that may have mudslide
hazards, a further reviexv must be made by persons qualified in
geology and soils engineering; and the proposed new construction,
substantial improvement, or grading must (i) be adequately protected
against mudslide damage and (ii) not aggravate the existing hazard.

Date Passed

? /
f/*?/

^

Certification
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Resolution No.
WHEREAS, certain areas of NITRO are subject to periodic flooding
(and/or mudslides) from KANAWHA RIVER, causing serious damages to
properties within these areas; and
WHEREAS, relief is available in the form of Federally subsidized
flood insurance as authorized by the National Flood Insurance Act
of 1968; and
WHEREAS, it is the intent of this CITY COUNCIL to require the
recognition and evaluation of flood and/or mudslide hazards in all
official actions relating to land use in the flood plain (and/or
mudslide) areas having special flood (and/or mudslida)hazards; and
WHEREAS, this body has the legal authority to adopt land use
and control measures to reduce future flood losses pursuant to WEST
VIRGINIA CODE;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this CITY COUNCIL hereby:
1. Assures the Federal Insurance Administration that it v?ill
enact as necessary, and maintain in force for those areas having
flood or mudslide hazards, adequate land use and control measures
with effective enforcement provisions consistent with the Criteria
set forth in Section 1910 of the National Flood Insurance Program
Regulations; and
2. Vests the BUILDING INSPECTOR with the responsibility, authority,
and means to:
(a) Delineate or assist the
in delineating the limits of
(and/or mudslide) hazards on
sufficient scale to identify

--•"-

—

Administrator, at his request,
the areas having special flood
available local maps of
the location of building sites.

(b) Provide such information as the Administrator may
request concerning present uses and occupancy of the flood
plain (and/or mudslide area).
(c) Cooperate with Federal, State, and local agencies and
private firms which undertake to study, survey, map, and
identify flood plain or mudslide areas, and cooperate
with neighboring communities with respect to management
of adjoining flood plain and/or mudslide areas in order to
prevent aggravation of existing hazards.
(d) Submit on the anniversary date of the community's
initial eligibility an annual report to the Administrator
on the progress made during the past year within the
community in the development and implementation of flood
plain (and/or mudslide area) management measures.

3. Appoints the BUILDING INSPECTOR to maintain for public
inspection and to furnish upon request a record of elevations
(in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including
basement) of all new or substantially improved structures located
in the special flood hazard areas. If the lowest floor is below
grade on one or more sides, the elevation of the floor immediately
above must also be recorded.
4. Agrees to take such other official action as may be
reasonably necessary to cai'ry out the objectives of the program.

Date Passed

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AN ORDINANCE PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO ON JANUARY 15, 1-91^, SAID ORDINANCE ENTITLED
"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION,
ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL
SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL
WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION
OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM,
AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE
CITY OF NITRO AND SEWER SYSTEMS EXTENSIONS FOR 40th STREET AND
RIVERDELL ACRES, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE
SERVICES RENDERED BY THE SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM".
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro on the 15th
day of January, 19 7'^, enacted an ordinance amending the rates and
standards for the use of the existing sanitary sewage system; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro after

considering

said ordinance is of the opinion that a sanitary sewage rate increase
is not desirous or necessary at this time; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro is of the
opinion that financing can be obtained in the private sector without
increasing sanitary sewage rates; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that that certain ordinance
passed January 15, 1971!, entitled "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE
RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND-MAINTENANCE
OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF
SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM,
AND THE IMPOSITION' OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE RENDERED BY
THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION
AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE DISPOSAL
SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO AND SEWER SYSTEMS EXTENSIONS FOR 40th
STREET AND RIVERDELL ACRES, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE
USE OF THE SERVICES RENDERED BY THE SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY
SEWAGE SYSTEM" be and the same Is hereby Repealed and that the
previous ordinance relating to the imposition of rates for the use
of the services rendered by the sewage system be and the same shall
remain in full force and t ffeet.

f.

This ordinance shall become effective Immediately upon
passage.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

May 21, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on May 21, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder TomMelton, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Ke!l>tii Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Vernon CaseBsdt, Councilman
Thomas Lilly and Councilman Dewey Mann. Also presenP^ras City
Attorney Frank Armada. Councilman Paul Hill was absem
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Wi\^iam D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by the Reverend Jeff Lovely.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 7, 1974: Mayor
Gibson reminded councilmen that each had received in the mail a
copy of the minutes and had been given an opportunity to study
them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt moved that the minutes be approved.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded the motion. All present
voted in favor.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas
Lilly"Chairman of the Finance Committee, moved that the April
financial statement be approved with one correction. A typographical error on Page 5 caused the total under "Balance in hands
of Sheriff" to read $17,068.00 and it should be $37,068.00. This
does not effect the total, which was typed correctly. Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion. The vote of approval
was unanimous.
OPENING OF BIDS ON SALE OF USED VEHICLES BY THE CITY:
Councilman Vernon Casebolt opened the only bid received.The bid
came from Mr. Lee A. Warner, Hurricane, West Virginia, and read
as follows:
1969 Ford Easy-Pack
12 Ft. Dump Bed

$1,356.00
127.00

Mayor Gibson recommended that this be placed in committee for
further study, with the committee having the authority to act.
Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that this be done, and
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded. All present voted in
favor.

I

UNITED DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM'S REQUEST FOR FIRE AND POLICE
PROTECTION:Mr. Frank Armade, City Attorney, stated that in regard
to police protection, we cannot provide police protection outside
the municipality. Our officers would be beyond the scope of their
authority. He suggested they contact the State Police or the
Sheriff of Putnam County for a hook-up in their office.
In regard to fire service, we can legally provide fire service
within a 3 mile radius of the city if we enter into an agreement,
or have a contract with the company. He suggested that our fire
committee get together with United Distribution System on working

out a suitable contract, if the council desires this being done.
Councilman Thomas Lilly mentioned that it might be to their best
interests to join the Civic Benefits Association, and they should
be notified of this.
Mayor Gibson reminded councilmen they had received a copy of
a two-page news release regarding the first step being taken toward
securing low cost rental housing units for the elderly here in Nitro,
A steering committee including Mr. Russell Casto, Jr., Mr. Larry
Smith, Reverend Leroy Beyer, and Mr. Elmer Fike met earlier this
week with Mayor Gibson regarding this. Most other cities in the
Kanawha Valley already have low cost rental housing units for the
elderly, and these are badly needed in Nitro. Mayor Gibson stated
that a resolution was being presented which, if enacted by Council,
would create a housing authority. The housing authority would be
necessary prior to making application for the housing units. He
recommended that this be placed in committee, and have our city
attorney review the resolution and perhaps act on it at the next
council meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that West Virginia Water Company wants to
donate to the city of Nitro 1.8 acres of land located near Main
Avenue on the Kanawha River involving the old water intake. This
strip of land is approximately 80 ft. in depth and 500 ft. wide.
He referred this matter to the building and planning committee and
the city attorney for study and have them report at next council
meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist - No new business.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly - No new business.
Councilman Dewey Mann - No new business.
City Recorder Tom Melton - No new business.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt - Councilman Casebolt asked about
the status of street lights for Ridenour Memorial Park. He wanted
to know if any progress had been made toward getting them installed.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Chairman of the Street Light
Committee, replied that lights are on the construction schedule.
There has been some trouble getting in some of the equipment and just
as soon as it becomes available, these will be installed. Mayor
Gibson stated that he would contact Mr. Ken Judy, Engineer with
Appalachian Power Company and ask what progress has been made thus
far.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy - No new business.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen - No new business.
Mayor Gibson stated if there were no further business, he
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would entertain a motion for adjournment. Councilman Vernon
Casebolt moved that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly. All present voted in
favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
June 4, 1974

I

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on June 4, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, and Councilman Dewey Mann. Also
present were City Attorney Frank Armada and Street Commissioner
Gene Williams.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First
Baptist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 21, 1974: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review them.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen moved that the minutes be
approved. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. The
minutes were approved by unanimous vote.

I

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman
of the Finance Committee^gave the financial report for May as
follows:
Cash Balance April 30, 1974
(Includes $10,000.00 savings)
Cash receipts for May

52,854.12
73,938.84

Disbursements

42,978.41

Cash Balance on hand May 31, 1974

I

$ 21,084.72

$ 30,960.43

LOW-COST RENTAL HOUSING_RESOLUTION: Mr. Frank Armada City
Attorney,gave a report on his study of the resolution on low-cost
rental housing. He stated that the resolution calls for the
creation of a housing authority. Council's first step would be
to approve the resolution. As to what plans, in the area of lowcost housing, or what the group formed would do, would be subject
to Council's approval later on. The projects the newly formed
Housing Authority may come up with are of a viable nature. The
original press release mentioned housing for the elderly, but the
resolution does not specify that the housing must be for the elderly,
Low-income housing would include some elderly as well as other
families from the lower income group. Mr. Armada feels there would
be no problem from the legal standpoint, if Council feels that this
is something the city should get involved in.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen asked if it were possible

to separate low-income people and the elderly. Mr. Armada replied
that many of the elderly living in the housing projects in
Charleston are in the low-income group and receive rent supplement
payments each month.

I

Councilman Dewey Mann asked if it would be possible to have
separate buildings for the elderly and younger families. Mr. Armada
replied that this would be up to the Housing Authority and the type
program they choose to present. He added, however, that all projects
presented would be subject to approval by Council. The resolution to
be voted on by Council at present merely calls for the creation of a
Housing Authority.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy remarked that the steering
committee felt that we have a need for low-income rental housing
in Nitro.
Mayor Gibson added that he, too, feels there is a need, and the
first step in acquiring this is the creation of the Housing Authority,
who in turn will be able to apply to the Federal Government for the
funding for these projects.
Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that under the Code we could
stipulate, or super-impose the word "elderly" on the housing applications, however, he believes funding would be more easily obtained
if the housing units are not strictly for the elderly. He feels
that no more than 50% of the housing should be designated for lowincome families.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion that the
resolution be passed by Council. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded
the motion. All members voted in favor.

I

BIDS ON TRUCK FOR THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT: Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist,Chairman of the Recreation Committee, presented
three bids as follows:
C & 0 Motors (no delivery date)

$ 3,170.64

Tag Galyean (in stock for immediate
delivery)

$ 3,152.10

Harvey Shreve Ford (delivery 30-45
days)

$ 3,502.00

Mayor Gibson recommended that the bids be given to the Recreation Committee with authority to act. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen made a motion that this be done. Motion was seconded by
Councilman Vernon Casebolt. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has asked the city attorney, Mr.
Frank Armada to prepare an ordinance for next council meeting
concerning the longevity pay, vacation pay, etc. for city
employees.

I

VjESOLUTION D E T E R M I N I N G THE NEED FOR
THE CREATION OF A HOUSING AUTHORITY IN THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST V I R G I N I A

WHEREAS, there exists in the City of Nitro, West V i r g i n i a insanitary
and/or unsafe dwelling accommodations and persons of low income are forced
to reside in such insanitary and/or unsafe accommodations; and in the
City of Nitro there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations a v a i l a b l e at rents which persons of low income can afford and
such persons are forced to occupy overcrowded and congested duelling
accommodations; and the aforesaid conditions cause an increase in and
spread of disease and crime and constitute a menace to the h e a l t h ,
safety, morals and welfare of the residents of the City of Nitro and
impair economic values; and those conditions necessitate excessive and
disproportionate expenditures of p u b l i c funds for crime prevention and
punishment, public health and safety, fire and accident protection, and
other p u b l i c services and f a c i l i t i e s ; and
WHEREAS, these slum areas in the City of Nitro cannot be cleared,
nor can the shortage of safe and sanitary dwellings for persons of low
income be relieved, through the operation of private enterprise, and
the construction of housing projects for persons of low income would
therefore not be competitive with private enterprise; and
WHEREAS, the clearance, r e p l a n n i n g and reconstruction of the areas
in w h i c h insanitary or unsafe housing conditions exist and the p r o v i d i n g
of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations by any p u b l i c body for
persons of low income are p u b l i c uses and purposes for which public money
may be spent and private property acquired are governmental functions,
and
WHEREAS, it is in the p u b l i c interest that work on projects for
such purposes be commenced as soon as possible in order to relieve
unemployment; and
WHEREAS, in order to protect the h e a l t h , safety, morals and welfare
of the p u b l i c it is necessary in the p u b l i c interest to p r o v i d e for the
creation of a p u b l i c corporate body in the City of Nitro to be known as
the Housing Authority of the City of Nitro to engage in low-cost housing
and slum clearance projects pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 16,
Article 15, Section 3, of the West V i r g i n i a Code;

N O W , T H E R E F O R E BE IT RESOLVED BY THE C O U N C I L OF THE CITY OF
NITRO, WEST

VIRGINIA:

Section 1.

It is hereby found and determined that insanitary

and unsafe inhabited d w e l l i n g accommodations exist in the City of
Nitro, West Virginia.
Secti on 2.

It is hereby found and determined that there is a

shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations in the City of
Nitro, West V i r g i n i a , a v a i l a b l e to f a m i l i e s of low income at rentals
they can afford.
Section 3.

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 16, A r t i c l e 15,

Section 3, of the West V i r g i n i a Code, it is hereby found, and declared
and determined that there is a need for the creation of a p u b l i c body
corporate in the City of Nitro to be known as the Housing Authority of
the City of Nitro.
Section 4.

The Clerk be, and he hereby is, authorized and

directed to promptly notify the Mayor of the adoption of this resolution

-2-
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Mayor Gibson also stated that we are having trouble getting
property owners to keep vacant lots mowed and free of debris. He
said he intends to have the police department rigidly enforce the
ordinance regarding this. We do have an ordinance saying the
city may mow or clean the vacant lots and send the owner a statement for the work.
NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist - Councilman at Large
Tidquist presented a request from the Community School for $1,000.00 •
to finish out the year. Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the
Finance Committee, stated that the money was available in the budget,
and he would make a motion that the money be given to the Community
School. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. All
Councilmen voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Tidquist also requested that Council
consider the possibility of doing something about a slide on East
31st Street. When cars are parked on the opposite side of the
street, it is impossible for fire fighting equipment to get through.
Mr. Armada recommended that our street department erect "no parking"
signs approximately 25 ft. on either side of the slide. Councilman
Thomas Lilly made a motion to have the signs erected, and Councilman
Gasebolt seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.

I

Councilman at Large Tidquist wanted to remind councilmen that
school will be out soon and urged everyone to be cautious in their
driving.
Councilman Thomas Lilly - Councilman Lilly stated that a
discussion had been held about assigning all weed cutting to the
street department under the supervision of Mr. Gene Williams.
Also discussed was the possibility of providing equipment to cut
all areas of the city, park, and watershed. Weeds on the spillway
of the dam are getting pretty tall and we have no equipment for
this type of mowing. Councilman Lilly made a motion that we let bids
to purchase three pieces of equipment for the street department to
«
use for weed and grass cutting throughout the city. The three
pieces are: A Ford tractor (or equivalent), a flail mower, and a
rear mower. Councilman Lilly presented specifications and pictures i
of the equipment. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the
motion. All councilmen voted in favor of letting the bids.
Councilman Lilly also asked what plans were being made to clear
the two swamp areas in the 4th ward. Mayor Gibson replied that he
has been working with the Department of Highways and has been assured
something will be done very soon.
Councilman Paul Hill - No new business.

I

Councilman Dewey Mann - Councilman Mann stated that some of
the councilmen had been wanting to know what progress had been made
on the modification of our ordinances. He had called Mr. Sublet in
Charlottesville and Mr. Sublet informed him they are in the editorial committee right now and within 60 to 90 days he will be
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calling for a conference.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen - Councilman at Large
Allen asked if there were some way to get electrical service into
Ridenour Park. Mayor Gibson replied that he has been in touch with
Mr. Ken Judy, Engineer with Appalachian Power Company, at least
four times since last council meeting, and he will do all he possibly
can to speed up the installation of these lights. Mayor Gibson
also stated that he did not believe council had approved putting
electricity into the buildings at Ridenour Park. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen moved that this be done. Councilman Thomas Lilly
seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman Allen also suggested that the Penn Central Railroad
be contacted about keeping their right-of-way clear of weeds.
Councilman at Large Allen wanted to know if it were possible
to do something about establishing an ambulance service in this area.
Mayor Gibson replied that he has spoken with Mr. Brightwell of the
Aid Ambulance Service in St. Albans and has been assured they would
place an ambulance in this area, but so far, he does not have this
in writing. Mayor Gibson stated that he has also spoken with Mr.
Fred Cooke of Cooke & Pauley Funeral Home and he said they do not
intend to leave this area without service.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy - No new business.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt - Councilman Casebolt re-emphasized
the need to get rid of poison ivy near the picnic shelter at the
lake. He suggested getting a chemical to spray the plants. He also
wanted to inquire about the status of the stop light for 40th Street
and First Avenue. Mayor Gibson stated that he has spoken with Mr.
Layman Smith who is in charge of District 3 and was informed that
the stop light should be installed by July 1. Councilman Casebolt
suggested First Avenue be straightened at 21st Street and a stop
light installed there.
Harry Hechesky asked permission to make a comment from the floor.
He stated that the Nitro Businessmen's Association were discussing
the possibility of having a small bus-stop shelter built on First Ave.
across from 21st Street to help encourage people to ride the bus.
Councilman at Large Allen asked when the truck would be spraying
for mosquitos. He was told the truck has been in operation for three
weeks.
City Recorder Tom Melton - No new business.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt moved that the meeting be adjourned.
It was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen.

I
Mayor""""

City Recorder

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

June 18, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on June 18, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas
Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill and Councilman Dewey Mann.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First
Baptist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR JUNE 4, 1974: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review
them. Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee,
asked that a correction be made in the June 4, 1974, minutes. The
"Financial Report for May" should be corrected to read as follows:
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Cash Balance April 30, 1974
(Includes $10,000.00 savings)

19,413.83

Cash Receipts for May

52,854.12
72,267.95

Disbursements

42,978.41

Cash Balance on hand May 31, 1974

$ 29,289.54

He explained that this does not change the May Financial Statement,
which is correct, but merely changes the verbal report given at the
first meeting. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the
minutes be approved as corrected. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by unanimous
vote.
APPROVAL OF MAY FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, offered as an explanation that
the "Cash Balance" of $38,171.82 is made up of $19,413.83 cash and
$18,757.99 in outstanding checks. Then after receipts and disbursements for the month, the cash balance as of May 31, 1974, is
$29,289.54 Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion that
the financial statement be approved. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded
the motion. All present voted in favor.

I

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING LONGEVITY PAY, VACATION
PAY, E T C . : M r . T o m Melton,City Recorder,explained that Mr.Frank
Armada,CTty Attorney, had prepared two ordinances, one to cover
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longevity pay and one to cover vacation pay. The title of the
first ordinance is: "An Ordinance Amending Sections (A) (B) and
(C) of Ordinance 148, contained in Ordinance Book 2, at Page 235,
Pertaining to Vacation Pay and Enacting a New Section (D) Pertaining
to Paid Holidays." Councilman Dewey Mann, Chairman of the
Ordinance Committee, made a motion that this ordinance be approved
as read. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. All
councilmen voted in favor.

I

The title of the second ordinance is: "An Ordinance Amending
Sections 1 through 4 of Ordinance 100 Contained in Ordinance
Book 2, at Page 85, Pertaining to Longevity Pay of City Employees."
Councilman Dewey Mann made a motion that this ordinance also be
passed as read. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded the motion. All
councilmen voted in favor.
Copies of these ordinances are made a part hereof and attached
hereto.
OPENING OF BIDS FOR WEED CUTTING EQUIPMENT: Councilman Dewey
Mann opened and read the bid from the Logan Corporation which
quoted a price of $7,631.57, Net 30 days, F.O.B. Factory, shipping
date - 180 days. Councilman Vernon Casebolt opened and read the
bid from Interstate Equipment Sales, Inc., Winfield, West Virginia,
which quoted a price of $6,743.00, Net 30 days, delivery date 3 days. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that we accept
the low bid from Interstate Equipment Sales, Inc. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist. All present voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson presented Council with an itemized work sheet
of the planned expenditures of the Revenue Sharing for the Fifth
Entitlement Period which is July 1, 1974, through June 30, 1975.
He recommended that this Planned Use Report be approved. Councilman Dewey Mann moved that this be approved. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion. All present voted in favor .
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Copies of this work sheet, showing the following figures, are
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
One Police Cruiser
4,000.00
Police Department - Remodeling
3,000.00
One Policeman
8,000.00
Three employees for weed cutting plus
cutting equipment
24,000.00
Michie Company
3,200.00
Recreation
47,000.00
Fire Department, including fire hose
20,000.00
Street repairs
10,000.00
Storm Drain
5,000.00
Back Hoe on rubber tires
15,000.00
Public Safety (miscellaneous
11,882.00
Total
$ 151,082.00

I
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Mayor Gibson recommended that Council approve the appointment
of the following commissioners to the Nitro Housing Authority:
Reverend James Arbogast, 1 year; Mr. Gene Burdette, 2 years; Mr.
Russell Casto, Jr., 3 years; Mrs. Garnet Galloway, 4 years; and
Mr. C. Larry Smith, 5 years. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a
motion that the names be approved as presented. Councilman at
Large Allen seconded the motion. This motion was approved by
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson announced that an informal meeting of Councilmen
and the Sanitary Board members would be held sometime later next
week.
Mayor Gibson has received a letter from the Nitro Fireman's
Civil Service Commission announcing that Fire Chief Kenneth King
passed his tests and recommends that he be promoted to the rank of
Captain. James L. Stover and Clyde Harris both passed the tests
for Sergeant and recommends that they be promoted to that rank.
These promotions are retroactive to May 1, 1974. Councilman Vernon
Casebolt made a motion that we accept the Civil Service Commission's
recommendations on these promotions. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded
the motion. All present voted in favor.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he has been in touch with Mr. Armada,
City Attorney, who has been working with attorneys for the West
Virginia Water Company, and he would like to recommend to Council
that we give the City Recorder permission to write a check for
$9,500.00 to the water company for the purchase of a strip of land
near Smith Street and bordering the Kanawha River. Councilman
Vernon Casebolt made a motion that permission be given to write
the check for the purchase. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded the
motion. The motion passed by unanimous vote.
NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman Dewey Mann - Councilman Mann stated that there
has been a request for street repair on Brentwood road.
Councilman Paul Hill - Councilman Hill made a motion that
the city purchase an additional uniform for street and garbage
department employees. This would be twenty-one uniforms at an
approximate cost of $5.00 each. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded
the motion. All present voted in favor of purchasing these
uniforms.
Councilman Hill asked about getting the bleachers repaired
where they have been dismantled and painted at the northwest corner
of the little league field at the park. Mayor Gibson replied that
he would have this matter checked.
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Councilman Hill also inquired about the status of street
lights in the areas of 6th, llth, and 18th Streets. He asked
about the possibility of additional lights. It was decided to
wait until the present lighting program is completed and then
check to see if more lights are needed.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Ken Judy of Appalachian Power
Company has asked Council to give serious consideration to
installing sixteen lights instead of eight at Ridenour Memorial
Park. He thinks this would certainly help cut down on vandalism,
etc. Councilman Keith Priddy recommended that this be given to
the lighting committee for further study and with authority to act.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion that this be
done, and it was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. All present voted
in favor.

I

Councilman Paul Hill suggested that consideration be given
to installing yellow flashing lights in the school areas. This
recommendation was given to the Traffic Committee for study.
Councilman Thomas Lilly - Councilman Lilly stated that the
revised estimate of the 1973-74 budget had been presented to each
councilman. He recommended that this be approved by Council, with
his recommendation in the form of a motion. Motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. All councilmen voted in
favor.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist - Councilman at Large
Tidquist requested that the street commissioner check some areas
of Second Avenue near 8th Street to see whether cracks there are
due to a fault in the paving.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen - Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen asked about the status of the flood insurance program.
Mayor Gibson replied that he had received a request for maps of
the city, giving street numbers, etc., and he has had the maps made
and forwarded to the proper authority.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that the Library Committee
had met with the Library Commission and the Finance Chairman to
study recommendations for improvements to the library. They were
particularly interested in a new heating and cooling system and
possible insulation of the present library building on Park Avenue.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy - No new business.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt - Councilman Casebolt stated that
he has spoken with our Fire Chief and we still need the siren, red
light and radio for our new emergency truck. He was informed by
Councilman Lilly that money for these will be available through the
Fifth Entitlement of Revenue Sharing.
Councilman Casebolt also remarked that he has had complaints
about some garbage bags being dropped back of the parking lot
where city garbage trucks are parked.
Councilman Casebolt remarked that cars are parking along the
street over by the swimming pool in the "no-parking" areas. Mayor
Gibson replied that signs have been ordered for one of the areas
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One Police Cruiser

$ 4.000.00

Police Department - Counter, Shrubbery for Planter, Drapes, etc. 3,000,00
One Policeman
Three employees for weed cutting plus weed cutting equipment
Michie Company

8,000.00
24,000.00
3,200.00

Recreation

47,000.00

Fire Department, including fire hose

20,000.00

Street Repairs

10.000.00

Storm Drain

5,000.00

Back Hoe on rubber tires

15,000.00

Public Safetv (miscellaneous)

11,882.00

$ 151,082.00
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that is not presently marked, and he will have the police department keep checking on this. Councilman Casebolt also recommended
that becycles be parked in the racks or along the fence in the
parking lot, since some are being parked so they block the sidewalk
or entrance to the park. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist stated
that it had been agreed there should be no cars parked inside
the city park. The driveway and turning area should be for
loading and unloading only, and both he and Councilman Casebolt
were wondering if something could be done about enforcing this.
Councilman Casebolt brought up the problem of rats and
stagnant water at the Smith Street landfill. He introduced
Reverend Dean Miller, who gave Council the views of residents in
the area on these problems. Reverend Miller also asked, if the
landfill area is zoned commercial in order to build a city
garage, could there be a stipulation that should the city diss
continue use of the land for a garage, it would revert to its
\^
original zoning as residential. He asked that this be done in
order to protect the homes in the area.
Recorder Tom Melton - No new business.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Mayor

Recorder

1.

I

I
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS (A) (B) AND (C) OF ORDINANCE
CONTAINED IN ORDINANCE BOOK 2, AT PAGE 235, PERTAINING TO
VACATION PAY AND ENACTING A NEW SECTION (D) PERTAINING TO PAID
HOLLIDAYS.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:

That Sections (a) (b) and (c) of an ordinance entitled
"An Ordinance Granting Annual Vacations To Employees Of The City
Of Nitro, West Virginia, A Municipal Corporation", be amended and
that a new section (d) be added, all to read as follows:
(a)

Police and Fireman
(1) After one year - two weeks
(2) After two years - three weeks
(3) After five years - four weeks

(b)

Other City Employees
(1) After one year - one week
(2) After two years - two weeks
(3) After five years - three weeks

(c) The following rules and regulations shall be applicable
in regard to vacation pay and periods:
(1) Vacations shall not be accumulated and shall be
deemed waived unless taken by the employee in the year earned, and
if taken in periods of less than one week at a time prior approval
must be granted by the department head.
(2) Applications for vacations to be taken during the
period from July 1st to January 1st must be filed with the
department head and approved by him and a copy filed in the recorder's
office on or before July 15th of each fiscal year.
(3) Applications for vacations to be taken during the
period from January 1st to June 30th of each year must be filed
with the department head and approved by him and a copy filed in
the recorder's office on or before January 15th of each fiscal
year.

In the event of any conflict as to scheduled vacation time,

seniority as to length of continuous service shall determine
priority thereto.

The city recorder shall maintain a permanent

record of vacations for all departments.
(4) Vacations for two fiscal years may not follow each
other consecutively without the approval of the Mayor.
(5) Not more than one person in a department may take
a vacation during the same period unless approved by the Mayor.
(6) If the employee so elects, he may, with the consent
of the Mayor, allow any and all accumulated vacation credit to be
applied to any period of certified sickness or disability which
extends beyond the limits of sick leave pay as provided by
separate ordinance, provided said employee is not otherwise being
compensated for said sickness or disability.
(7) Employees dividing their vacations into more than
one period may not exercise more than one first choice of vacation
period.

For example, an employee desiring to take two weeks

vacation, one in June and one in September, may designate first
preference, the vacant period should be offered to the next
employee according to seniority, and so on down.

The employee who

gives up his previously scheduled vacation must select another
period which does not interfere with other employees who have made
a vacation selection.
(d)

Paid Hollidays for all city employees except Police

and Firemen.
(1) All city employees except policemen and firemen shall
receive the following paid hollidays:
January 1st
May 30th
July 4th
Labor day

Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day
Christmas

provided that if any of the aforesaid hollidays falls on a Saturday)
I
or Sunday the day before or the day after shall be taken as a paid
holliday respectively.

(2)

This ordinance shall be effective as of July 2,

1974.

MAYOR
CITY RECORDER
Enacted this

2,

day of July, 1974
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 4 OP ORDINANCE 100
CONTAINED IN ORDINANCE BOOK 2, AT PAGE 85, PERTAINING TO
LONGEVITY PAY FOR CITY EMPLOYEES.
ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:
That Sections 1 through 4 of an ordinance entitled "Longevity
Ordinance Based On Length Of Continuous Service Of Salary
Employees Of The City Of Nitro, Nitro, West Virginia", be amended
as follows:
Section 1 - All city employees specified in the following
sections shall be entitled to receive longevity pay, in addition
to their regular salary, as provided in Schedules (a), (b) and (c)
of Section 3 of this Ordinance and said longevity pay shall be in
addition to any salary increases either general or specific that
council may hereinafter authorize.

j

Section 2 - Any break in continuous service in city employmentJ
shall terminate any longevity credit previously earned unless such
break in service is occasioned by leave of absence granted by the
mayor not exceeding six months or any absence which is a result of
a prolonged illness, as certified by the employee's treating
physican, and such absence of time shall not be credited toward
the longevity credit.
Section 3 -

The following designated city employees shall be

paid longevity pay according to Schedules (a), (b) and (c) of
this section and in no event shall any city employee regardless
of the duration of employment, receive more than Fifty Dollars
($50.00) per month as longevity pay.

"

•* •

*

*
'

CITY OP NITRO
LONGEVITY
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(a)

Clerks and Dispatchers of Police Department :

(b)

Years

Per Month

Years

Per Month

1
2
3
4
5

$ 5.00
10.00
15.00
20.00
25.00

6
7
8
9
10

$ 30.00
35.00
40.00
^5.00
50.00

Gargage, Street, Police and Fire Department:
Years

Per Month

Years

Per Month

1
2
3

$ 2.50
5.00
7-50
10.00
12.50
15.00
17.50
20.00
22.50
25.00

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

$ 27.50
30.00
32.50
35.00
37.50
40.00
42.50
45.00
47.50
50.00

5
6
7
8
9
10
(c)

Administrative Department
Months

Per Month

18
30
42
60
72

$10.00
20.00
30.00
40.00
50.00

Section 4 - This ordinance shall become effective as of July
2, 1974.
£**&* s^ *r S
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CITY RECORDER
Enacted by the City Council on the

2.

day of July,

1974.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

July 2, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on July 2, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill and Councilman
Dewey Mann. Also present were City Attorney Frank Armada and
Street Superintendent Gene Williams.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William
D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR JUNE 18, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity
to study them. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion
that the minutes be approved as presented. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion. The vote of approval was
unanimous.
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JUNE, 1974: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee read the following report for
June:
Cash Balance May 31, 1974

29,289.54

Receipts for the month of June

20,545.86
49,835.40

Disbursements - June

40,053.45

Cash Balance June 30, 1974

9,781.95

Councilman Lilly also stated that a letter had been received from
the State Tax Department acknowledging receipt of our estimated
budget, and it has been approved.
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SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES REGARDING LONGEVITY PAY, VACATION
PAY, ETC.: Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, gave the second reading
of the two ordinances concerning longevity pay and vacation pay for
city employees. The first ordinance is: "An Ordinance Amending
Sections (A) (B) and (C) of Ordinance 148, contained in Ordinance
Book 2, at Page 235, Pertaining to Vacation Pay and Enacting a
New Section (D) Pertaining to Paid Holidays." Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion that this ordinance be approved
as read. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. All
councilmen voted in favor.
The second ordinance is: "An Ordinance Amending Sections 1
through 4 of Ordinance 100 contained in Ordinance Book 2, at
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Page 85, Pertaining to Longevity Pay for City Employees."
Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that this ordinance be
approved as read. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist seconded
the motion. All councilmen voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Miss Connie Townsend giving
her resignation from the Nitro Library Commission, effective
June 24, 1974. Mayor Gibson asked Council for approval to
appoint Reverend William W. Westlund to the Nitro Library Commission to fill the unexpired term of Miss Townsend. Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion for the approval, and it was
seconded by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. The vote of
approval was unanimous.
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Mayor Gibson also asked approval of Council to re-appoint
Mr. David Hart to the Nitro Library Commission for a term of
5 years. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion
that Mr. Hart's appointment be accepted. The motion was seconded
by Councilman V ernon Casebolt. The vote of approval was
unanimous.
NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman at Large Dr. R.^V. Allen - Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen passed out specification sheets for the heating and
cooling system under consideration for the Nitro Library. He
stated that the Finance Committee, the Council members serving
on the Library Committee, and the Nitro Library Commission members
had met and had studied this in detail. He made a motion that
these specifications be advertised for bids as soon as possible,
and that bids be opened at the next Council meeting. Councilman
Dewey Mann seconded the motion. The motion passed by unanimous
vote.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if it were the responsibility of the city or the Department of Highways to do something
about the large pond of water that stands between the highway and
the railroad tracks in east Nitro. Mayor Gibson replied that this
definitely is the responsibility of the Department of Highways.
Their engineers have checked the area, but so far nothing has
been done. Mayor Gibson stated that he would be in touch with Mr.
Layman Smith again regarding the matter.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy^Chairman of the Street Light Committee, gave a report on
the study for lighting Ridenour Memorial Park. He stated that
the committee has agreed that we can use 16 lights at the park
as the Appalachian Power Company recommended. He also said they
had met with the Recreation Director, Mr. Steve Mullins, and had
his recommendation on where the lights should be placed. Councilman
at Large Priddy made a motion that we approve the installation of the
16 lights, and electricity to the buildings, and that we have
these installed as soon as possible. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt - Councilman Casebolt stated
that he would like to have the city engineer check the area between
Layne Avenue, Main Avenue, Boundary Street and Lock Street and
see how much it would cost the city to open up an existing alley.
He said he has talked with Mr. Williams of the Street Department
who says it would be a help to be able to get his trucks through
the area, and also the residents of the area are in favor of
this. The alley would be an unpaved one. Mayor Gibson recommended
that this be given to the Street Committee as well as the City
Engineer for study.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to have Council
or the Recreation Department consider changing the closing time
at Ridenour Memorial Park after the installation of electricity.
Councilman Dewey Mann - No new business.
Councilman Paul Hill - No new business.
Councilman Thomas Lilly - Councilman Lilly stated that he
understands the state may auction 2 or 3 lots that were recently
cleared of weeds and snakes. He feels the city should check into
this and possibly purchase these lots for future use, such as a
new fire department.
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Councilman Lilly also stated that the Library Commission
has recommended the purchase of a rebuilt Royal typewriter,
price $129.00, for use in the Library. Councilman Lilly made a
motion that this purchase be authorized. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
The Library Commission also recommended that a budget of
$150.00 monthly be allocated to the library for the purchase of
supplies, reading materials, etc. Councilman Lilly made a motion
that this be approved for a 12-month period. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt, and the motion carried
unanimously.
The Library Commission has asked that the salary of Mrs.
Paxton, Librarian, be increased from $2.00 per hour to $2.50
per hour; and that the salary of Mrs. Harmon, her assistant, be
increased to $2.00 per hour, and Mrs. Harmon's time increased
from 8 to 10 hours weekly. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion
that these recommendations of the Library Commission be approved.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. All present voted
in favor.
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Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist - Councilman at Large
Tidquist remarked that a dangerous situation exists near Ridenour
Park where the Department of Highways resurfaced Blake Road but
did not build up the berm to the level of the pavement. He stated
that in some places the drop off is 4 to 6 inches. He feels the
Department of Highways should be contacted with the request to
build up the berm or install guard rails on the road. Also he
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feels the road is not wide enough to handle the amount of traffic
we now have in this area. Councilman Casebolt added that he, too,
thinks this is a hazardous condition. Mayor Gibson replied that
he will get in touch with Mr. Layman Smith of the Department of
Highways by telephone and possibly by letter.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that Mr. Steve Mullins
our recreation director has spent a lot of time working out plans
for our 4th of July celebration to be held at Nitro City Park.
The program consists of a list of events beginning at 10:00 A.M.
and continuing until evening. Mayor Gibson added that Mr. Mullins
is doing a fantastic job as director of the Recreation Department.
He puts in many evening and week end hours. He is extremely
dedicated. Mayor Gibson also stated that Mr. Mullins has had
new signs installed in the loading and unloading zone at the City"
Park, and new signs at the entrance to inform motorists they
should not enter except to load or unload. Councilman at Large
Tidquist said our summer league basketball games are well
attended with six teams playing in the league. He added that we
are badly in need of another basketball court at the park. It
was recommended that the Recreation Director, Recreation Committee,
and Finance Committee have a meeting to check out the possibility
of another basketball court being installed in the area just to
the south of the present one.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would entertain a motion to
adjourn. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. The
motion carried.

Mayor
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Recorder

I

NITRO COT COUNCIL MEETING

I

July 16, 1974

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on July 16, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman
Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Dewey Mann and
City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by Reverend William W. Westlund of
the First Presbyterian Church.
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APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR JULY 2, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded council membersthat each had received a
copy of the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had
been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion that the minutes be approved as
presented. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion.
All
present voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF JUNE, 1974, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman
Thomas Lilly,Chairman of the Finance Committeejasked that one
correction be made on the cover sheet of the June Financial
Statement. The balance should read $9,781.95 instead of $9,881.95.
He made a motion that the Financial Statement be approved with
this one correction. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded the motion.
The vote of approval was unanimous.
OPENING OF BIDS FOR HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING FOR THE
NITROn?UBLIC LIBRARY:Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Chairman of the Library Committee, reported that we had received
five bids to be opened. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy opened
the first one from Teays Valley Heating and Cooling bidding on
a 3-1/2 ton air conditioner, 133,000 BTU furnace, and 8" blownin insulation in the ceiling of the Library, Price $2,835.44.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt read the second bid from Aerodyne
Corp. of Dunbar bidding on 3-1/2 ton air conditioner, 140,000
BTU gas furnace, no insulation included, Price $2,753.00.
Councilman Dewey Mann read the bid from Landers Heating and
Plumbing, Inc., bidding on 140,000 BTU furnace, air conditioning,
blown-in insulation in the ceiling, Price $2,237.00. Councilman
Thomas Lilly opened the bid from Kerstein Engineering, 150,000
BTU furnace, 42,000 cooling, 6" blown-in insulation, Price
$2,798.00. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist opened a bid from
Darnold, Inc., of South Charleston, bidding on 150,000 BTU furnace,
42,000 air, no insulation included, Price $2,951.00.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the bids
be given to the Library Committee to study with authority to
act. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion. The
vote of approval was unanimous.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Kidney Foundation of
West Virginia, Inc., in which they asked permission to place
boxes of candy for sale in various business establishments in
Nitro. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that approval be
given. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded the motion. The motion
carried.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Civil Service Commission
concerning the tests given June 19, 1974, for police promotions.
The Commission recommended that Sergeant Kenneth Webb be promoted
from Sergeant to Lieutenant, and Patrolmen R. D. Lusher and E. M.
Brown be promoted to Sergeant. The Commission feels that if it
is at all possible, both these patrolmen should be promoted to
Sergeant, since it would give the Nitro Police Force sufficient
sergeants for each 8-hour shift. However, if only one can be
promoted, it should be Patrolman Lusher, as his scores on the
test were slightly higher. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion
that Sergeant Webb be promoted to Lieutenant and Patrolman Lusher
be promoted to Sergeant. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
seconded the motion, and all Councilmen voted in favor. A copy of
the letter from the Civil Service Commission is attached hereto
and made a part hereof. Mayor Gibson stated that he would strongly
recommend the promotion of Patrolman Brown and he asked that the
Police Committee study this matter and give their recommendations
at the next council meeting if possible.
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Mayor Gibson stated that each councilman had received a copy
of a letter from Mr. G. Michael Cox, City Administrator, South
Charleston, in reference to Intergovernmental Personnel Grants
which are available to groups of governments serving a population
of 50,000 people. Dunbar, St. Albans, and South Charleston have
already passed the necessary resolution and wanted to know if
Nitro would be interested in joining the group. Mayor Gibson
gave each Councilman a copy of the resolution. After some
discussion, Councilman Dewey Mann made a motion that application
be made for this. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion.
This was passed by unanimous vote. A copy of the resolution and
letter are attached hereto and made a part hereof.
POSSIBILITY OF OPENING UP AN ALLEY BETWEEN LAYNE AVENUE AND
MAIN^AVENUE:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street
Committee, gave the following report. The alley has not been
used all the way through, grass is growing there, and the residents
have been using it as part of their lawns. To get an accurate
estimate of the cost of opening up this alley, an engineering
study should be made. Mayor Gibson stated that he would get the
City Engineer involved.
Mayor Gibson made the announcement that we have received a
deed from the West Virginia Water Company for almost two acres of
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July 2, 197U

To: William D. Gibson,
K. P.. Webb, Sgt.
F. K. Brown, Patrolman
P.. D. Lusher, Patrolman
Paul Hill, Civil Soi-vice
Janes Jeffries, Civil Service
Re:

Ter^ts for promotion within the Nltro Police Department

On June 19, 197li a test was f
within -the Nltro Police Department

to qualify for promotions

Sgt.Webb gave very >~ood answers to the written questions and
is recommended for promotion to Lieutenant.
Patrolman Lusher and Patrolamn Brown we^e fivrn trst for promotion
to Sergeant. The first t'^it ended in a tie score, an additional ten
questions viere riven. Patrolman Lusher rflde the best sc'rre on this test,
however, because of the closeness of the score, if it ir, at all possible,
both ren should be promoted t~> Cf-r^eant, This will rive the department
eTtugh Sergeants to have on on each eight-hour shift of a 2li hour day
ard still have one scheduled off.
If it is not possible to promote both men, the commission
request the promotion of Patrolman P.. D. T;ipher, due to the better test
score.

THIS DEED, Made as of the 30th day of June, 1974, by and between
WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY, a corporation, Grantor, and THE CITY OF
NITRO, a municipal corporation, situate in Kanawha and Putnam Counties
of West Virginia, party of the second part, Grantee.

WjrTNES_S_ETH:
That for and in consideration of the sum of Nine Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($9,500.00) cash in hand paid, the receipt and sufficiency
of which is hereby acknowledged, Grantor does hereby convey to the
Grantee that certain lot and parcel of land containing approximately
1.8 acres, situate in Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, being the
same property which was conveyed to West Virginia Water Service Company,
a corporation, (predecessor in title of the Grantor) by Deed from
Kanawha Valley Water Corporation dated as of March 28, 1935, of record
in the Office of the Clerk of the County Court of Kanawha County, West
Virginia in Deed Book 401 at Page 577, and therein described as follows:
'First, (Intake Site): A certain tract or parcel
of land, with all the buildings and improvements thereon
and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in the
Independent District of Nitro, in Kanawha County, West
Virginia, more particularly bounded and described as
follows:
BEGINNING at a point in the east bank of the Kanawha
River at low water mark, common corner to properties
conveyed by the Charleston Industrial Corporation to
the East View Land Company by deed dated the 17th day
of November, 1923, recorded in the office of the
Clerk of the County Court of said Kanawha County in
Deed Book 262, page 230; and running thence in an
easterly direction paralleling the north wall of the

intake building for a distance of 140 feet; thence 90
degrees to the right in a southerly direction for a
distance of 520 feet; thence at an angle of 90 degrees
to the right in a westerly direction for a distance
of 80 feet to a point at low water mark of Kanawha
River; thence with said low water mark, down the river,
in a northerly direction to the place of beginning;
containing 1.8 acres, more or less, and being a part of
Area "P" of the Reservation of Nitro (being the name
or designation adopted and used for said District by
the Federal Government).'
This conveyance is authorized to be made by Section 5.09 of the
Grantor's Mortgage Indenture dated as of April 1, 1936, in which
West Virginia Water Service Company was Mortgagor and Central Hanover
Bank and Trust Company and Frank Wolfe were Trustees, as supplemented
by Thirty-Six (36) Supplemental Indentures.

Since it is no longer

necessary or expedient for the Grantor to retain such property in
the conduct of its business, the full value thereof is less than
Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) and the Grantor has made no other
conveyances during this calendar year pursuant to the aforesaid
Section 5.09 in its Mortgage Indentures.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has caused its corporate name
and seal to be affixed hereto by its officers thereunto duly authorized
as of June 30, 1974.
WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY

(Corporate Seal)

.
By '-'s
Its President

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF KANAWHA

) To_wit.
)

I,

a Notary Public in and
for said County of Kanawha, do certify that John B. Murphy, who
signed the writing above bearing date the 30th day of June, 1974, for
WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY, a corporation, has this day in my said
County, before me, acknowledged the said writing to be the act and deed
of said corporation.
my hand and official notarial seal this
, 1974
_

Given
day of

My commission expires

/&

X

Notary Public

(Notarial Seal)

DECLARATION OF CONSIDERATION OR VALUE

I hereby declare that the true and actual value of the property
transferred by the document to which this Declaration is appended is,
to the best of my knowledge and belief, $9,500.00
/

"3""V

Given under my hand this /f> / /} day of July, 1974.

John B. Murphy,
West Virginia Water
Peoples Building
Charleston, West Virginia
This document was prepared by
F. Paul Chambers
Attorney at Law
1601 Kanawha Valley Building
Charleston, West Virginia
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR FUNDS
UNDER THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PERSONNEL ACT
WHEREAS, The City of Nitro recognizes that the
quality of its public service can be improved by the
development of a personnel system based upon merit
principles; and
WHEREAS, The City is interested in providing such
a system in order to recruit, select, and advance employees
on the basis of their knowledge, skills and relative
ability; and
WHEREAS, The Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970
has declared the aforementioned and other principles as
being basic to sound personnel management; and
WHEREAS, The City of Nitro desires to upgrade its
personnel system through the provisions established by
the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NITRO:
That the Mayor be authorized to file an application
for grant consideration under the Intergovernmental Personnel
Act of 1970, including all understandings and assurances
contained therein and directing and authorizing the Mayor
to act in connection with the application and to provide such
additional information as may be required.
INTRODUCED BY MAYOR GIBSON JULY 16, 1974
ATTEST:

CITY RECORDER, CITY OF NITRO

YOR, CITY OF NITRO

u

«*» I •-.

OJttji of *nath Olharipiitntt
frnrtlf (Elfarlwhrn, Vest Birpinia 25303

July 5, 1974

The Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor of Nitro
P. 0. Box 515
Nitro, W 25143
Dear Mayor Gibson:
In response to our recent conversation, the Intergovernmental
Personnel Act of 1970 is designed to establish merit principles throughout states and municipalities. These principles include hiring based
upon qualification, equal pay for equal work and properly trained personnel to mention only a few.
As we discussed, there is a criterion of 50,000 population
which must be met in order to qualify for the grant and thus the main
reason for the four cities of Nitro, Duribar, St. Albans, and South
Charles ton grouping together. As you know, the other three cities have
already agreed to undertake the study and have passed the necessary resolution.
The cost to the City of Nitro will be zero dollars as far as
cash from any revenue fund. There is a matching provision of 75-25 of
which the 25% (local share) would be an in kind match. This simply means
that someone on the local level would serve as the coordinator of the project.
After approval of the application, a Consultant would be hired
to make a job classification and pay study for each City. This study
would, we hope, be completed in time for its inclusion into the fiscal
budget for 1975-76. I might add that the participating cities are under
no obligation to accept the study and thus are not bound by its findings.
We do feel, however, that such a study will eliminate many of the problems
we now face with our outdated personnel systems.
The attached description is taken from the "Catalog of Domestic
Assistance Programs" and may be of some help in filling in necessary details.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and we look forward
to a strengthened relationship among our four cities.
Sincerely,

f\. Michael Cox

27.012 INTERGOVERNMENTAL PERSONNEL GRANTS
FEDERAL AGENCY: CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
AUTHORIZATION: Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970,
Titles II and III, Public Law 91-648.
OBJECTIVES: To assist State and local governments in developing and Implementing programs consistent with merit
principles; to improve personnel administration; and to
train administrative, professional, and technical personnel.
TYPES OF ASSISTANCE: Project Grants; Formula Grants.
USES AND USE RESTRICTIONS: Grants are available for
personnel administration improvements, training of certain employees, and government service fellowships or any
combination of these. Approval of the project grant must
not result in a reduction in relevant State or local government expenditures or the substitution of Federal funds for
State or local funds previously made available for personnel administration or training purposes. This does not preclude use of existing appropriations, budgets, or resources
toward the matching share of the grant program. Administration of programs supported by an IPA grant must be
consistent with the applicable merit principles stated in
the Act. At least 50 percent of the, amount allocated to any
State must directly benefit local governments.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
Applicant Eligibility: Any State or any group of States which
might enter into a compact or other agreement consistent
with law, and any general local government or group
of general local governments serving a population of 50,000
or more, are eligible. Under certain circumstances, CSC
may make a grant to a general local government, or group
thereof that serves a population of less than 50,000 provided It is involved in-programs of national interest and
is experiencing personnel administration problems or trainIng needs related to such national interest programs. Organizations representing State and local governments,
associations of State or local public officials, and nonprofit
organizations which provide requested services to governments may receive a grant for training State and local
government employees.
Beneficiary Eligibility: Same as applicant eligibility.

Credentials/Documentation: Applications must be submitted
and signed by the chief executive of the jurisdiction applying for a grant. The chief executive must certify that
approval of a grant will not result in a reduction In relevant
State or local government expenditures nor the substitution
of Federal funds for State or local funds previously made
available for personnel administration or training purposes. Further, that administration of programs or projects supported by a grant will be consistent with the
applicable merit principles stated in the Act.
APPLICATION AND AWARD PROCESS:
Preapplication Coordination: Joint discussions among State
and local governments concerning possible arrangements
for interjurlsdictional cooperation under IPA to facilitate
effective program development are suggested. In addition,
all local government applications must first be submitted
to the Governor for review, comments, and recommendations. However, if the general local government certifies to
the CSC that the application has been before the State government for 60 day.s without action, the Commission will
accept the application without the Governor's comments or
recommendation. Pre-application consultation with the
Commission's staff Is also encouraged. The standard application forms as furnished by CSC and required by OMB
Circular A-102 must be used for this program.
Application Procedure: Applicant completes the required application form and forwards It to appropriate regional
CSC office listed In the appendix.
Award Procedure: Regional offices and the Central Office
Bureau of Intergovernmental Personnel Programs will receive and process applications, approve grants, and arrange
payments to the grantee. Notification of grant award must
be made to the State Central Information-Reception Agency
and OMB on SF 240.
Deadlines: There are no nationwide cutoff dates. However,
individual CSC offices may set a deadline for receipt of
competitive applications for discretionary (20 percent)
funds.
Range of Approval/Disapproval Time: The Commission will

529

acknowledge all applications upon receipt, generally, the
average time for taking final action upon the application
Is within 30 days.
Appeals: Not applicable.
Renewals: Not applicable.
ASSISTANCE CONSIDERATIONS:
Formula and Matching Requirements: The amount of 80 percent of the total available for grants each fiscal year will
be allocated on the basis of an objective weighted formula
which includes the factors of population and number of
State and local government employees. The remaining 20
percent of the funds will be distributed at the discretion
of the Commission to further IPA objectives. Grants may
represent up to 75 percent of program costs initially and
up to 50 percent after July 1975. No State, as a whole, may
receive more than 12.5 percent of the total available funds.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Awards are normally made for a 12-month period, or less; however, projects may be multi-year. Payments may be made on a letter
of credit, advance payment, or reimbursable basis.
POST ASSISTANCE REQUIREMENTS:
Reports: The Commission will request from time to time performance, program status, statistical, and financial reports
of IPA supported programs.
Audits: To the maximum extent possible, reliance will be
placed with State and local government accounting, audit
and other Internal control systems to insure financial
accountability.
Records: Grantee will also be asked to maintain certain financial records for a specified period of time as verification
for reports.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Account Identification: 30-28-0300-0-1-006.
Obligations: (Grants) FY 72 $12,500,000; FY 73 est $15,000,000; and FY 74 est $10,000,000.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: $1,200 to $1,000,000; $120,000.
PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS: During fiscal year 1972,
60 statewide grants were made. An additional 173 grants
to Individual State and local governments and other eligible
organizations were made. These 213 grants Involved 503
individual projects.
REGULATIONS, GUIDELINES, AND LITERATURE: Guidelines for the IPA Grant Program, no charge; IPA Grant
Administration Handbook, no charge; Summary of IPA
Products, single copies at no charge.
INFORMATION CONTACTS:
Regional or Local Office: Contact the nearest Civil Service
Commission Regional Office (Attention: Chief, Intergovernmental Personnel Programs Division) listed in the
appendix.
Headquarters Office: Director for Grant Operations, Bureau
of Intergovernmental Personnel Programs, Civil Service
Commission, 1900 E Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20416.
Telephone: (202) 632-6274.
RELATED PROGRAMS: 27.008, Intergovernmental Cooperation jn Recruiting and Examining; 27.009, Training Assistance to State and Local Governments; 27.010, State Personnel Merit Systems—Technical Assistance; 27.011, Intergovernmental Mobility of Federal, State, and Local
Employees.
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land near Smith Street bordering on the Kanawha River. He
stated that this is a valuable piece of land and this is a
great contribution to the city from the West Virginia Water Co.
A copy of this deed will be attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to re-appoint Mr. William
Harris of 1540 Fenton Circle for four more years on the Fireman's
Civil Service Commission from the date his present appointment
expired. All Councilmen agreed.
The Nitro Sanitary Board hopes to soon reach an agreement
with the Rock Branch Public Service District on a workable
contract whereby the City of Nitro might be able to treat the
sewage from the Rock Branch Public Service District. As soon
as this contract is completed, Councilmen will be presented with
copies. The Sanitary Board also hopes to have, within the next
few days, a newly revised sanitary sewer rate schedule. Possibly
by next council meeting we will be able to act on the new rate
schedule.
NEW BUSINESS

I

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Regarding the signs in
the fishing area at Ridenour Memorial Park, Councilman Tidquist
was wondering if these could be changed so that a child catching
a bluegill or sunfish would be allowed to take it home, as these
seldom grow to be 10 inches long; but keep the 10 inch requirement
on bass. Mayor Gibson replied that he could see no objection to
this if the Recreation Committee wanted to do this. Councilman
Casebolt recommended that it be put into the Recreation Committee
for further study.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly suggested that the
City of Nitro appoint a committee to study and make recommendations
on ambulance service and emergency equipment personnel for the
city. He further stated that he would like to see one or two
councilmen on the committee and at least one representative from
each ward. Mayor Gibson replied that he would give it serious
consideration.
Councilman Lilly also asked for a Finance Committee meeting
to be held on Tuesday, July 23, at 6:30.
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business.

Councilman Dewey Mann: No new business, but Councilman Mann
remarked that the order to enforce parking regulations at the
park must be working. Councilman Casebolt added that it is now
possible to drive in to load or unload without any trouble.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:

No new business.

Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman Priddy asked
about the insurance on the City's bank account. He was informed
that it is insured for $200,000.00 in addition to the Federal
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Reserve amount of $20,000.00. He also wanted to know if something could be done about the Penn Central trains blocking the
crossings for long periods of time, especially during peak traffic
periods. Mayor Gibson replied that he had not received any
complaints about the crossings being blocked lately, but if this
were the case, he would place a notice on the bulletin board in
the Police Station asking the Police Department to check on this
situation.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt wanted to
question when the city can get started on plans for the proposed
city garage to be built on the Smith Street landfill. With all
the new equipment now owned by the city, he would like to see the
garage started as soon as possible so the equipment can be
protected next winter. Mayor Gibson replied that nothing could
be done until the deed had been received from the West Virginia
Water Company, and he had just received the deed a few days ago.
Now that we have the deed, we can take steps to have the land
rezoned and get the plans under way.
Councilman Casebolt also suggested that the Police Department
have the area patrolled closely, and perhaps we should have some
"No Trespassing" signs installed. Mayor Gibson stated that he
would instruct the Police Department to patrol this area frequently.
Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.

Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy. The motion
carried.

William D.Gibson, Mayor
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Tom Melton,Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

August 6, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on August 6, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Dewey ManTT"and
City Attorney Frank Armada. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
and Councilman Thomas Lilly were on vacation.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of the St.
Pauls United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR JULY 16, 1974:
Mayor
Gibson reminded council members that each had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
made a motion that the minutes be approved as presented. Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the motion. The motion passed by
unanimous vote.
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 1974: In the absence of Councilman
Thomas Lilly,Chairman of the Finance Committee, the following
report was read by Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder:
Cash Balance as of July 1, 1974

9,781.95

Receipts for July

64,453.11
74,235.06

Disbursements

56,133.03

Balance

18,102.03

Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Youth Minister of the
Cross Lanes Bible Church which asked permission to hold an
evangelistic street meeting on the evening of August 10, 1974,
conducted by their college age group. Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist made a motion that approval be given. Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy seconded the motion. All present voted in
favor.
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Mayor Gibson also read a letter from Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation concerning a right-of-way across a portion of
the Blakes Creek Watershed property. He passed out copies of a
blueprint showing where this right-of-way is needed, and also
copies of a proposed agreement for this. Mayor Gibson recommended
that this matter be given to the Building & Planning Committee,
and since it does concern Ridenour Memorial Park, the Recreation
Committee should also be included. Councilman at Large Keith

Priddy asked if the Soil Conservation Commission would not also
need to be included in the agreement. Mayor Gibson replied
that he feels sure they have already been contacted. However,
a copy of the letter from Columbia Gas along with a copy of the
blueprint should be sent to them for their review.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had given each councilman a
copy of a letter from Senator Robert Byrd with attached Notification of Grant Award Action in the amount of $20,250.00. This
is the Step 2 grant of our sewage treatment project.
The Mayor stated that he had received a copy of a resolution
from the Business and Professional Mens' Association, but since
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen is the only member of Council who
is also a member of this association, he would withhold further
comment until Dr. Allen returns from vacation.
As a further announcement, Mayor Gibson stated that as of
today, the Nitro Sanitary Board and the Rock Branch Public Service
District had reached an agreement after working many long hours
on this project.
NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist asked if something could be done to cut down on, or
eliminate, bicycle riding on the sidewalk in the business area,
particularly on First Avenue near Gasto Hardware. In this area
cars sometimes pull up too far and partially block the sidewalk
and there is just not enough room for bicycles and pedestrians.
It was suggested that signs be erected in the congested areas
stating that bicycles were prohibited on the sidewalk.
Councilman
at Large Tidquist said he believed that there is an ordinance on
the books about this. Councilman Paul Hill suggested we also
provide parking racks for bicycles at different locations, since
bicycle riding is becoming so popular with both children and
adults. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if it would be
possible to have a patrolman on foot patrolling the congested
area. Mayor Gibson replied that he would check into it, but he
was not sure whether this would be possible on a large scale.
He assured Council, however, that the matter would be given
attention.
Councilman Paul Hill:
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No new business.

Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann asked what the
developments were concerning the drainage problem in Brookhaven.
Mayor Gibson stated that Appalachian Engineering has already done
a tremendous amount of engineering in the area and it seems that
the Department of Highways may have to enlarge the drainage pipe
that goes under the highway or install a new one. They should
already have given us a report on this, but as of this date it has
not been received. He stated that through telephone conversations,
he has been given to understand that they will give at least two
solutions to the problem. The work could then be advertised for
bids. Mayor Gibson added that he will get in touch with the
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firm and have a report by next council meeting.
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Councilman Mann asked about the contract with the Rock Branch
Public Service District. He was of the opinion this would be
signed without the approval of Council. Mayor Gibson replied
that this had been changed along with several other amendments
to the agreement which he was sure would please council members.
He also stated that Mr. Armada, the city attorney, and Mr. Vaughn,
the attorney for the Sanitary Board, had studied the contract.
Mayor Gibson added that each councilman would soon receive a
packet in the mail giving him a copy of the revised contract
along with other information, including a revised Sanitary Sewer
Rate Ordinance that has been approved by the Nitro Sanitary Board.
Councilman Paul Hill asked about the status of street lights
for the 18th, llth, and 6th Street areas between Second and
Third Avenues. Mayor Gibson replied that we had been waiting
for the entire new lighting system to be completed and then
have these areas checked, plus other areas throughout the city,
to see if additional lights were needed. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy stated that he would check with Mr. Jones of Appalachian Power regarding the program and also the status of lights
at Ridenour Memorial Park.
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy also mentioned the fact
that we have a broken power pole on First Avenue near Eighth
Street that has been there for some time. Appalachian Power
Company should be contacted about this also. Mayor Gibson stated
that he would check into the matter.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt stated that a month ago he made
a proposal that an alley between Layne and Main Avenues be opened.
Since that time he has talked to more people in the area, and he
is of the opinion that the majority do not want this alley
opened, so he asked that his original proposal be withdrawn.
Mr. Charles Miller, spokesman for the residents of Layne
and Main Avenue, gave several reasons why the residents did not
want this alley opened. (1) It is a good area for children to
play in the back of the homes. (2) Ten years ago the residents
had the street paved so they could be away from dirt, cinders
and gravel. If the alley were opened as an unpaved street, they
would be back in exactly the same situation. (3) Sewer lines
run underneath the alley and they fear the traffic or the heavy
church busses would break the sewer lines. (4) The lady who
lives on the end of the street has a garage near the alley, and
there is one across the alley. They think it would be almost
impossible for busses to turn the corner without hitting one of
them. And Boundary Street is too narrow.
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Mr. Miller asked permission to speak to Council on another
subject. He says when we have a substantial rain, the water runs
curb deep on Layne Avenue, and it seems to be worse now than it
was five years ago. He asked about the storm drains for Broadway
Gardens. Mayor Gibson replied that the storm drains from Broadway
Gardens are connected to another that runs directly into Kanawha

River. Mr. Miller asked if it would be possible to get something
done that would relieve the water problem. Mayor Gibson replied
that we will do the best we can to keep the storm drains open
and free of debris, until we can come up with a plan of relief
that is financially feasible. He also stated that we have several
trouble spots around the city that get flooded following a heavy
downpour. Councilman Dewey Mann stated that the Finance Committee
has discussed the problem of drainage throughout the city and they
are well aware of the existing problems, and have expressed a
desire to do something about it. Mayor Gibson stated that there
might also be the possibility of getting some federal matching
funds for this.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he did appreciate the citizens
coming out to council meeting and expressing their views.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt stated that he wanted to propose
that our City Attorney draw up an ordinance limiting our Mayor
to two consecutive terms in office. This was one of the promises
we made to the people before we were elected to office. Mayor
Gibson suggested that this be put into the Ordinance Committee
for their recommendations to be presented to council. Councilman
Casebolt stated that he would like for the Ordinance Committee to
have their recommendations ready for next council meeting.
Councilman Casebolt asked what progress was being made on
the proposed city garage. Mayor Gibson replied that it takes a
lot of time to get all the data collected, the engineering studies
done, etc. The Mayor stated that he is having the engineer check
the water levels over the last 50 years for the area, and also
we are having a lot of dirt hauled into the area, so progress is
being made.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that the Penn Central Railroad
had written a letter confirming a telephone conversation with
Mayor Gibson about the crossings being blocked for long periods
of time. Mayor Gibson stated that he had been very firm in his
conversation with the gentlman, and this gentleman had promised
to write letters to the people involved. Also our Police Department
has been asked to watch for unnecessary blockage of the crossings.
The Mayor further stated that the policemen have talked with some
of the engineers and told them to move on or else.
.,-;
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist asked about the status of
the dump truck which was advertised for bids some time ago.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has made numerous telephone calls to
Stewart Equipment Company of Charleston and J. D. Moores, Inc.,
of Cross Lanes in an effort to get faster delivery of this truck.
The delay seems to be in parts for the hoist and the bed. Delivery
should be some time soon.
Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment
which was seconded by Councilman Paul Hill.
Reverend James Arbogast gave a closing prayer.
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August 20, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on August 20, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, City
Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman
Thomas Lilly and Councilman Dewey Mann.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of the
St. Pauls United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR AUGUST 6, 1974: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
made a motion for approval of the minutes. Councilman Dewey Mann
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.
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APPROVAL OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR JULY 1974:
Chairman
of the Finance Committee, Mr.Thomas Lilly,asked that approval
of the financial statement be delayed until next council meeting
since the Finance Committee had not had an opportunity to review
the report.
ORDINANCE REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF LIMITING THE MAYOR
TO TWO CONSECUTIVE TERMS IN OFFICE?Councilman Dewey Mann,
Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, reported that the Ordinance
Committee had a meeting August 12, 1974. At this meeting it was
decided there should be no ordinance to limit the Mayor's tenure
of office. It is recommended that this be treated by incorporating
it in a City Charter. By Charter, it would be a direct mandate of
the people.
NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Gibson stated that he was very happy to announce to
Council that we are bringing to Nitro Colonel Lawrence Craft, who
originally started out in State Police work in April, 1947, with
a detachment assigned to Nitro. Colonel Craft will be appointed
to Police Chief effective September 1, 1974. Over a period of
years he worked his way up through the ranks to become second in
command over the entire state of West Virginia in the Department
of Public Safety. He added that he was sure Colonel Craft would
be a tremendous asset to the police force of the city of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen said he felt that the city is
very fortunate to get a man of this caliber, and that other
communities had wanted him also. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
stated that all comments have been very favorable, and that people
have told him they consider Colonel Craft a good policeman, that

he knows his business, and that he would be an asset to the
community.
Mayor Gibson read the following statement: A meeting involving the Nitro Sanitary Board was held at Nitro City Hall on
July 6, 1974. By unanimous vote it was decided that the Nitro
Sanitary Board should introduce the proposed amendment to the
existing Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance for the Nitro City Council's
consideration. The vote of the Sanitary Board also included that
certain resolutions or documents be drawn up in a legal manner
and that the Nitro citizens be kept informed as prescribed by law.
The primary objectives of the Nitro Sanitary Board are as follows:
(1) Up-grade our present sewage treatment plant to meet state
and federal secondary treatment standards. (2) Provide sanitary
sewers to various areas inside our corporate limits, including the
areas of Riverdale Acres and the 40th Street Road section. (3)
Provide better maintenance in the future to the overall Sanitary
Sewer System. (4) To provide 25% matching money, thereby making
it possible to take advantage of approximately $1,166,250.00 of
75% matching federal grants. The Mayor stated that all Councilmen
had been given a copy of the proposed amendment to the Ordinance,
and he strongly recommended that Council consider enacting this
Ordinance and have the first reading tonight. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion that we accept the rate Ordinance at
the first reading. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded the motion.
The vote of approval was unanimous. City Recorder, Tom Melton,
read the title for the new Ordinance as follows: "An Ordinance
Amending an Ordinance Relating to the Construction, Acquisition,
Operation and Maintenance of a Sewage Disposal System in the City
of Nitro, the Discharge of Sewage and Industrial Waste to the
Municipal Sanitary Sewage System and the Imposition of Rates for
the Use of the Service Rendered by the Sewage System and for the
Construction, Acquisition, Operation and Maintenance of a Secondary
Treatment Sanitary Sewage Disposal System in the City of Nitro and
Sewer System Extensions for the 40th Street and Riverdale Acres,
and the Imposition of Rates for the Use of the Services Rendered
by the Secondary Treatment Sanitary Sewage System." A copy of the
same is made a part hereof and attached hereto.
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, also read aloud the Resolution
passed by City Council to hold a public meeting Friday, September 6,
1974, at 7:00 in the P.M., in the Council Chambers for the purpose
of allowing the citizens an opportunity to discuss the proposed
rates. Mayor Gibson stated that the Resolution announcing the public
meeting would be published in the Kanawha Valley Leader. The
Resolution carried by a majority vote and reads as follows: "Be
it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia,
at a regular meeting held on August 20, 1974, that notice be given
to all subscribers and users of the Sanitary System of the City
of Nitro of a public meeting to be held on Friday, September 6,
1974, at 7:00 o'clock in the P.M.,'in the council room of City
Hall as required by Chapter 8, Article 16, Section 7 of the Code
of West Virginia of 1931, as last amended, by publication as
therein specified.
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Mayor Gibson stated that all councilmen had received copies
of the engineering report from Appalachian Engineers, Inc., on
the Brookhaven storm drain system. He recommended that this be
given to the Storm Drain Committee for study, and have them make
a report back to Council at their earliest convenience. Perhaps
the Finance Committee should work with them on this.
Mayor Gibson also stated that he has checked on the broken
pole at 6th Street and First Avenue, and has found that it does
not belong to the Appalachian Power Company, but belongs to the
Penn Central Railroad. He has talked with Penn Central about this
by telephone and it should be taken care of very shortly.
Tom Melton, Recorder:
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No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt brought up
the subject of uncompleted work at Broadway Gardens, and trash
left in the area by the contractors. He cited an incidence of a
fire in a pile of trash a few days ago, and he wanted to know if
the city had a law under which it could make the contractor complete the project according to specifications. Mr. Frank Armada,
City Attorney, replied that the city cannot compel an individual
to complete a project contracted with another individual. The
city issues a permit, but is not a party to the contract. However,
if a hazardous condition exists, then, the city can, throuch its
police powers, have the condition corrected. The people who have
bought the apartments can bring suit against the contractor to
force him to finish his job, but the city cannot. Councilman
Casebolt stated that he would like to have the Mayor instruct
the Police Department to contact the builders about cleaning up
the area just north of the apartments. He believes this area is
hazardous to children who might play in the area. Councilman
Casebolt also asked Mayor Gibson if he would call the Charleston
Federal Savings and Loan to see if they could also put pressure
on the contractor to clean up the area. Mayor Gibson added that
Fire Chief King had also called Mr. Davis, the contractor for the
apartments, and that Mr. Davis had assured him that it would be
cleaned up.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the Fire Department Committee
has received a copy of the Southern Standard Fire Prevention Code1974 Edition, and they would like to have time to study it before
making recommendations to Council.
Councilman Casebolt recommended that consideration be given
to forming a Charter Board for the City of Nitro. He asked if
a Charter Board is appointed by the Mayor, or voted on by the
people. Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, replied that he had
had no recent experience with forming a Charter Board, and he
would like a little time to research the code.
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large Priddy
recommended that we erect signs at the park giving recognition to
our Little League baseball team, and our girl's softball team
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for becoming state champions this year. Mayor Gibson suggested
this be given to the Recreation Committee for recommendation as
to the size and type of signs, etc.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen reported that the central heating and air conditioning
have been installed in the Library and are operating well. It
makes a much nicer place to visit.
Councilman Dewey Mann:
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No new business.

Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Hill asked about the
possibility of installing flashing lights on Second Avenue near
Nitro Elementary School and on Park Avenue near the Junior High
School to warn motorists that they are approaching a school zone.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen replied that the Traffic Committee
would have to join with the Finance Committee for a study on this.
Mayor Gibson added that the PTA at Nitro Putnam Elementary had
purchased the lights for use at the school, and the City had
agreed to pay the electric bill for their use. Councilman Hill
added he would like to have the Traffic Committee study this, and
if necessary, put it in the hands of the PTA, but he does not
think this should go unnoticed.
Councilman Hill asked again about having the Street Light
Committee study the possibility of having extra lights installed
on 6th, llth, and 18th Streets. He said he gets many calls about
dark areas.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly gave the following
report of the Finance Committee meeting held July 24, at 6:30 P.M.:
Those present were Mayor Gibson, Dewey Mann, Dr. Allen, Tom Melton
and himself. The first item on their agenda was Workmen's Compensation for volunteer firemen. Under a new enactment of the state
legislation, volunteer firemen can come under our Workmen's Compensation laws. Councilman Lilly made a motion that Council authorize
an amendment to the budget so this Workmen's Compensation for the
volunteer firemen could be paid. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded
the motion. All councilmen voted in favor.
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The second item on the agenda of the Finance Committee meeting
was to find an insurance company to write a policy for Police
Professional Liability. Councilman Lilly made a motion that this
policy be purchased to cover all eleven of our policemen. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion. The motion
passed by unanimous vote.
Councilman Lilly stated that during the March 5, 1974, council
meeting a vote authorized the hiring of a full time building
inspector. He wanted to re-affirm this, and requested a motion be
passed that the Mayor search for and hire a full time building
inspector. Mayor Gibson asked what salary Council expected to pay
a building inspector. Councilman Mann asked about the duties of
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the building inspector, and if there was some way it could be
determined if he were doing the job satisfactorily, and he wanted
to know approximately how many building permits were issued. Tom
Melton replied that approximately 10 to 15 permits a week are
issued during the spring and summer. Councilman Casebolt seconded
the motion made by Councilman Lilly, adding that he believed the
job required a full time man, and he thinks we should hire one if
the money is available. Mayor Gibson said he had searched a long
time before hiring our present building inspector, and ads were
run in the Charleston Gazette and the Charleston Daily Mail for at
least two weeks. Several made application when the job was
advertised, but most of them lived as far away as Hurricane or
Charleston. Mayor Gibson also stated that he feels we need to
know how much we can pay a man and what his working conditions
will be before we can interview applicants for the job. Councilman Keith Priddy asked if it were necessary for the inspector to
live in the City of Nitro. Mayor Gibson replied that he thought
it would be unconstitutional to require someone to live in the
city to work here, but he thought it would be better if we could
hire someone who does live here. Mayor Gibson said he thought
the matter should be given to the Building and Planning Committee,
and they, in working with the Finance Committee, could report
back perhaps at next council meeting. Councilman Dewey Mann
said there seems to be no objection to hiring a full time building
inspector, but he feels that Council should give the Mayor some
idea of the salary they would expect to offer. Councilman Lilly
mentioned $800.00 to $1,000.00 per month, but stated that by
negotiation it might be possible to attract a qualified person
for considerably less. Mayor Gibson again stated that he was
perfectly willing to cooperate with Council to get a building
inspector, but he feels he should have some guidelines on salary,
whether we will furnish a car, or pay for gasoline, etc. The
Mayor further stated that he would not interview anyone until he
knew the salary and working conditions. At this point Councilman
Lilly asked Mayor Gibson if he had a vote of Council when he hired
the Chief of Police. The Mayor stated that he very definitely did
and it was so stated in the Current Fiscal Budget. Councilman
Dewey Mann stated that some time ago in Council the possibility of
hiring a retired person for this job was discussed, a person who
could only work part time because of being on Social Security.
Now the opinion seems to be changed, and the feeling is that we
need a full time man. Councilman Mann suggested that this be put
into Committee for study and some research done on it before
reaching a decision. He also stated that he believes St. Albans
has a retired man doing their job as building inspector.
Mayor Gibson stated that he personally thinks Mr. Jarrell
is a very conscientious man, he has worked hard, he has cooperated
with everyone connected with the city administration. He doesn't
want anyone to think the conversation taking place here tonight
has any reflection on Mr. Jarrell. Councilman Thomas Lilly added
that Mr. Jarrell had told him he would like to have a chance at
the job if it was declared. At this point a vote was taken on

Councilman Lilly's motion to hire
and was defeated. Voting against
Large Dr. Allen, Councilman Mann,
and Councilman Paul Hill. Voting
Large Priddy, Councilman Casebolt

a full time building inspector
the measure were Councilman at
Councilman at Large Tidquist,
in favor were Councilman at
and Councilman Lilly.

In other new business, Councilman Lilly asked about the
progress on the city maintenance building. Mayor Gibson replied
that progress is being made. The Appalachian Engineers have been
assigned to the job, deeds to the two pieces of property have been
sent to them, from these they can come up with the property
dimensions and give us elevations, water levels over the last
several years, and they can also give us drawings of the garage
if we so desire. The wheels are very definitely in motion on this
project. Councilman Vernon Casebolt stated that we have a problem
in this area and we will have to get on with the city garage and
get the whole area taken care of, or we will have to put forth
some money to correct an area where the city dump was first started.
He stated that the area he is referring to has been bulldozed and
now water is standing in the hole creating a health hazard for
residents. Approximately 200 feet of pipe would be needed for the
city to drain this. This water is on city property, but it is
causing damage to private property nearby. This is on what is
supposed to be a 12 foot alley. He added, however, if we are going
to move ahead with the plans for the garage, then this problem will
take care of itself. If not, the city will have to move in to
correct this problem or perhaps the landowner will take legal action
against the city. Councilman Casebolt added that he was hoping the
plans could go ahead under the proposal and the whole area could be
taken care of. The money has been set aside for it, and he would
like to see it done before winter time. Mayor Gibson stated that
we have been having dirt hauled into the area. We had three trucks
running four days and two another. Councilman Casebolt agreed that
approximately 300 yards of dirt had been hauled into the landfill,
but said they were not in the area he was talking about. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that Mayor Gibson had been working
real hard to get something done up there, and he felt more had
been done there in the last two years than had been done in the
ten previous years. Councilman Casebolt agreed, but he reiterated
that we need pipe to drain this water in the area where the landfill started. He repeated that when the proposal came up, he was
of the understanding we would have a contractor fill the area, build
the garage, landscape it, and make it a place of beauty instead of
the hazard that it is now. Mayor Gibson stated that he could not
understand the problem, since he has already informed Council that
he has Appalachian Engineers working on it, we had the land donated
to us just recently, no longer than a month ago, and as far as he
is concerned the wheels are in motion full speed ahead to bring
this about. "Quite frankly" he added, "I do not understand your
problem." Councilman Casebolt remarked that the Mayor should go
up to Nitro Electric and look over the back side of their property.
The Mayor stated that he had been up there at least two times.
Mayor Gibson replied that we are going to take care of the problem,
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August. . .,19. .7 A, and ending with the issue of. .2.9 .day of. August. ., 19. .7.4 ., and that the cost of publishing said
$908 . . .
annexed notice was .."*.'....

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this . . ? . . . day o f . . Sept.,., 19.7.4 . . .
My commission expires
June. 1.3../
1.9.8.2

T> otary I'ublic of .'.<;. f:-&2,tt-:Z*Z^.
County,
West Virginia
FORM OF AFFIDAVIT RECOMMF.NDED BY THE. W E S T VIRGINIA PKF.SS ASSOCIATION

LEADER
1ST AVENUE

AT 35TH STREET

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF

.P.U.TNAM

to wit:

I, .M • K•Buster being first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am
Manager
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I have been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularily published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that such newspaper is a newspaper of "general circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice of:
Proposed Ordinance
Operation, Maintenance, Sewage Disposal System

City of Nitro
was published in said newspaper once a week f o r . . ? . . . successive weeks commencing with the issue of the.. 22 day of.
August.. M 1974 ., and ending with the issue of. .?9 . day of. August.., 19. 7.4 ., and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was ..§231,54.

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this . 5 . . . . day o f . . S.ept.., 19. 7.4 . . .
My commission expires
June.13.'...1982

•VL ".//

v > <-...:.??&g7r/.
^
Notary Public of ..f.-rfzc..
County,
West Virginia

FORM OF AFFIDAVIT RECOMMENDED BY THE W F S I VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION
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but he understood that we were going to do it all in one operation,
but if Council decides that they want to approach the problem in
three or four projects, then he needs to know. If Council wants
pipe put up there between now and the next council meeting, he
should be told, and he will see if we can get the pipe in, but
even with that we will have to get estimates, have it surveyed,
get elevations, etc. He added that as far as he is concerned,
he feels we have made tremendous progress, and that we have
acted in good faith, and he believes most people realize this.
It takes time. We are involved in trying to upgrade so many
things throughout the city. It takes quite a bit of time, and
we depend on other people to help us in these matters, just like
the comprehensive report that was given you earlier on the Brookhaven drainage system. Mayor Gibson added that he would like for
the councilmen to look through the report to see how much
engineering work was involved, and that this type of work cannot
be done in a day if you want to do a professional job. However,
if Council wants pipe installed in the area under discussion,
he will try to get it done before next council meeting. Councilman
Casebolt stated that he wanted to point out the necessity of getting
this job done, especially since we have no where to park city
equipment, and he feels that this should be No. 1 priority.
In other new business Councilman Lilly asked about the
zoning maps which were to be made up following council approval.
Mayor Gibson replied that these have been ordered.
Councilman Lilly brought before Council the problem of
parked cars blocking access to the Old County Road behind Thomas
Tire Shop. He stated that he has received complaints from
residents of the area. Cars park in there late at night and
residents who need to go to work early in the morning cannot
get through. They are asking that signs be erected to prohibit
parking. Mayor Gibson stated that the Police Department should
check on this, and if the road is being blocked it should be
corrected. Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, stated that the
car owners could be cited for obstructing traffic whether
or not there are "No Parking" signs in the area. One of the
residents of the area spoke with Council about the problems of
the area. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist remarked that he,
too, was familiar with these parking problems, and he also stated
that it would be impossible for a fire truck or garbage truck to
get through the road with the way some of the cars are parked.
Mayor Gibson said he would ask the Street and Traffic Committee
to investigat this, and could possibly have some signs erected.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist said that he has been asked if it would be possible for
the city to build a boat dock on the recently acquired land on
the Kanawha River. Mayor Gibson replied that he, too, has been
asked this at least a dozen times and a boat dock is something
to be given serious consideration. Councilman Keith Priddy

C, !

added that a launching ramp would make it easier for the Fire
Department to get to the river to test their pumps.
Motion for the adjournment of the meeting was made by
Councilman Paul Hill. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

I

The benediction was given by the Reverend James Arbogast
of the St. Pauls United Methodist Church.

William D.Gibson, Mayor

Tom Melton, Recorder

I
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September 3, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on September 3, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, City
Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul
Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist. Councilman Dewey Mann was on vacation.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR AUGUST 20, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that each had received a copy of the
minutes for the meeting of August 20, 1974, and had been given an
opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
made a motion for approval of the minutes. Councilman Vernon
Casebolt seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF THE JULY FINANCIAL_STATEMENT: Councilman Thomas
Lilly"Chairman of the Finance Committee, asked if everyone had
received the amended copies of the financial statement, and if
there were any questions. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
made a motion that the financial statement be approved. Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist seconded the motion. The vote of approval
was unanimous.
AUGUST FINANCIAL REPORT:
following report:

Councilman Thomas Lilly gave the

Balance July 31, 1974

18,102.03

Receipts for the month of August

58,435.10
76,537.13

Disbursements for August
Balance

I

46,270.02
$ 30,267.11

ENGINEERING REPORT ON _THE _ STORM DRAINS AT BROOKHAVEN:
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,Chairman of the Storm Drain
Committee, stated that the Storm Drain Committee feels they should
have additional time to study the Engineering report, and they
would like to have a meeting with the Finance Committee and the
Engineer, in order to make the determination on the best possible
solution. He also feels that if the State Department of Highways
is going to install a larger drain under the highway, this should
be done before the city starts work on the project. The larger
drain will be needed regardless of which plan the city decides
to use.

REPORT ON UPGRADING OF THE STREET LIGHTS: Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy,Chairman of the Street Lighting Committee, gave the
following report: The up-grading of the street lights has been
completed as per the engineering survey that Appalachian Power
Company made. Councilman at Large Priddy asked that each councilman
check his ward to see if the lighting is adequate and give what
recommendations he may have by next council meeting, and then the
Street Light Committee will act on it.

I

SOUTHERN STANDARD FIRE PREVENTION CODE: Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Committee, stated that
his committee has been unable to complete their study of this,
and he would like to wait until next council meeting before making
recommendations.
BLOCKING OF OLD COUNTY ROAD: Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, reported that he and
another councilman visited the area before council meeting and that
the road was clear. He also stated that in conversations with the
lady who had visited council meeting, she told him that the road
is being kept open. Mayor Gibson said that he had advised the
Police Department of the problem, and had asked them to make sure
the road is not blocked any more.
REFERENCE TO THE CHARTER BOARD: Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney,
gave the following report:There is an alternate plan for amending
a city charter, which would be required if you wish to put a limit
on the number of terms of the mayor, city recorder, or a member of
council. The alternate plan, which is included in Chapter 8, Article
4, Section 8, Code of West Virginia, is that Council by Ordinance
may propose the amendment, and that the public is to be given notice
of a public meeting in regard to the consideration of that ordinance.
In the event that there is one or more written protests in regard to
the proposal, then an election must be held. It could be either
at the next general election, or Council by two-thirds vote could
provide for a special election. Mr. Armada stressed that Council
can propose the ordinance, but must remember that it is not like a
regular ordinance because you must give the people notice and
eventually it would probably involve a vote of the people on the
question.
Councilman Thomas Lilly asked about the procedure to draft a
complete new charter. Mr. Armada replied that he had not researched
this, but it would appear to be a rather involved procedure. Mr.
Armada added that we are operating now under Chapter 8 of the West
Virginia Code, as most cities are, and this code was up-dated by
the West Virginia legislature in 1969. The alternate plan_he had
already described is for amending one specific area of a city
charter. To consider forming a complete new charter, Council would
need to have a two-thirds vote and call for a special election of
the people to determine if they want a new charter. If this vote
passes, then there are special provisions in the code in regard
^
to forming a Charter Board, etc. If Council wishes to be informed
on this area, Mr. Armada stated that he would research it. Mr.
Armada stated that apparently Council's major concern was with an
amendment,
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of certain elected officials succession rather than a complete
new charter. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked "What do we really
expect to gain by a new charter?" Councilman Casebolt replied,
"If you mean limiting the Mayor, you ought to know that ....
Particularly you and Dr. Allen." Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
responded "If it's a matter of saying the Mayor or an elected
official should only serve two terms, couldn't this group pass
a resolution which is a moral obligation .... wouldn't that
suffice?" Councilman at Large Keith Priddy stated that it was
the Ordinance Committee's thought that our city charter is fortytwo years old, and possibly should have some changes made in it.
Mr. Armada replied that our charter has been amended whether we
like it or not by the state Legislature in 1969. When Chapter 8
of the West Virginia Code was recodified it stipulated that
should a city charter be silent on a subject,the West Virginia
code would apply; and if a city charter is in conflict with the
Code, the Code would still apply. Mr. Armada told Council, "In
regard to forming a new charter, you must have agreement of the
Charter Board members, and in that you're talking about a year
of debate before you can present it to the public." Mr. Armada
stated that he knew of no local municipality that has adopted a
new charter, and once again pointed out that the 1969 amendment
of the State Legislature recodified municipal laws.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson read a letter from the United Fund
of Kanawha Valley asking permission to continue their yearly fund
drive in the city. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a
motion that permission be granted. Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist seconded the motion. All councilmen voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that there have been some leaks on
different occasions in the roof of the city building. We presently
have a bad leak in the Police Department. Some repairs will be
made as soon as it is dry enough. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy
stated that a leak had also appeared in the Fire Department. Mayor
Gibson recommended that the Building and Planning Committee investigate the possibility of having a new roof installed since it
appears that the present roof is the original one installed when
the City Hall was built.
Mayor Gibson reported that one police cruiser has well over
100,000 miles on it, and he would like to recommend that consideration be given to buying a new cruiser. He asked that the Police
Department Committee study this matter.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist:
Councilman Thomas Lilly:
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business.

No new business.

No new business.

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:
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No new business.

Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy wanted to know if our community had been asked to
participate with the proposed Putnam County Clinic. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen replied that he has had a few conversations
with them on the telephone.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt asked that
a storm drain at the corner of DuPont and Dogwood be checked. He
also asked that the Street Committee look into the matter of
food trucks using the back streets behind Fas Chek Market.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he has calls about cars speeding
in the vicinity of Main Avenue near Ash and Kapok Streets and
the bridge. Another area of speeding is between Lock and West
llth on Broadway. He asked if this area could possibly be
designated a 15 miles per hour zone.
Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment of
the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy. The motion carried.

William D. Gibson, Mayor

To'm Melton,

I
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September 17, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on September 17, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman
Dewey Mann and Councilman Paul Hill. Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist was absent. Also present were City Attorney Frank
Armada and Street Superintendent Gene Williams.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 3, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy
of the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the
minutes be approved as presented. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST,_1974, FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Councilman Thomas Lilly,Chairman of the Finance Committee, asked
if there were any questions regarding the August financial statement. Councilman at Large Priddy questioned an expenditure of
$459.00 to Smith & Lewis Trucking Company. Mayor Gibson explained
that a tandem truck with a driver was rented from the company to
haul dirt from the Church of Christ church to the City's landfill.
The Church of Christ furnished equipment and loaded the truck.
Councilman Lilly moved that the financial statement be accepted
as presented, and it was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen.
The vote of approval was unanimous.
SECOND READING OF THE PROPOSED SANITARY SEWER RATE ORDINANCE:
The second reading of the proposed Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance
was read by Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen moved that the Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance be accepted,
The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly. Councilman Vernon
Casebolt expressed disapproval of the Ordinance, saying that an
increase in sewer rates would be a hardship on people with fixed
incomes who have been hard hit by rising prices. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen said he, too, feels sympathy for these people, but
the sewage disposal plant is something that must be built. The
first grant approved by the Federal Government for this will
expire unless ground is broken for the beginning of the plant
soon. Councilman Lilly added that for every month of delay,
Council may expect the cost estimates to increase from 3 to 7
per cent, and should the first grant be lost, it could very well
be possible for sewer bills to run a $15.00 or $20.00 minimum.
And then, too, there are some areas of Nitro that have been
promised sewers for a long time. Councilman Lilly also explained
that the first grant approved through the Federal Government is
for $604,500.00 toward the secondary improvement of our existing
primary plant. The second grant is in the process of approval at

this time, and it will be in the approximate amount of $300,000.00,
and unless we take advantage of what we currently have at this
time, and break ground by December 12, we stand the possibility
of losing the 75% matching money on the first grant. At this
point a vote was taken, and all present voted in favor except
for Councilman Vernon Casebolt. A copy of said Ordinance is
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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SOUTHERN STANDARD FIRE PREVENTION CODE: Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Committee, stated that
the Fire Department Committee had met with Chief K. K. King, and
after reviewing the Southern Standard Fire Prevention Code, they
would like to recommend an ordinance be drafted adopting this
code for the city of Nitro. This would be the 1974 edition of
the code. His motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly,
and was passed by unanimous vote.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STREET LIGHTS: Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Chairman of the Street Light Committee, stated
that he has two requests for street lights from the Fourth Ward,
and he feels they are justified, but he would like to keep this
matter in committee until he has heard from all Councilmen so
the recommendations can all be handled at one time.
ROOF REPAIRS TO THE CITY BUILDING GARAGE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENT:Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and
Planning Committee, presented each Councilman with a set of specifications and made a motion that bids be advertised for the
reroofing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. All
Councilmen voted to let out bids for reroofing per specifications.
Sealed bids are to be opened at next council meeting on October 1,
1974.
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NEW POLICE CRUISER: Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the
Police Department Committee, presented each Councilman with a
set of specifications and moved that bids be let for a new 1975
Police Cruiser to replace the 1971 Dodge which has more than
100,000 miles on it. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the
motion, and it passed by unanimous vote. Sealed bids are to be
opened at regular Council meeting October 1, 1974.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson stated that there has been a good
deal of damage done to city owned land near the Ridenour Memorial
Park by the Burdette Oil & Gas Company. In an effort to get
heavy equipment in to the site of an old oil or gas well, the
company had bulldozed a new road, torn down several trees, and
had equipment stuck in the mud. They had obtained no permit to
be working in the area at all. Among personnel investigating the
situation were Mr. Kenneth Rumbaugh of the Department of Highways,
and Mr. Tighe of the West Virginia Water Resources Department.
The state conservation officers, Mr. Mearns and Mr. Dunn, issued
a citation to Mr. Burdette for operating a sewage disposal system
without a permit. Mr. Burdette is to appear before Magistrate
Al Shepherd. Others investigating were Mr. Chester Johnson,
project coordinator for the watersheds in Kanawha County; and
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Mr. Dixie Shreve of the U. S. Soil Conservation office. The
Mayor further stated that Mr. Armada and Chief Craft had taken
a look at the area. Mayor Gibson recommended that we turn this
matter over to our city attorney, Mr. Frank Armada. He can
work along with Mr. Hayne, the city engineer, and Mr. Dixie
Shreve of the Soil Con servation District to document how much
damage has been done to city property. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that he personally has gone up to see the
damaged area, and he recommended that each councilman should
go to see it. He said there was quite a bit of mud on the road
and during the rainy season it was slippery and dangerous.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that this matter
be turned over to our city attorney. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt asked about an area on the north
side of the lake that appears to need seeding. Mayor Gibson
replied that he thought this was a recommendation of Mr. Dixie
Shreve in recent correspondence from him. Mayor Gibson also
mentioned that he has had correspondence from Mr. Shreve; Mr.
Ken Judy of Applachian Power; and Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
regarding the Columbia Gas Transmission Company's request for
permission to install a ground bed in an area near the lake.
If Council has no objection he would like to have Mr. Armada
make a study of this and have it put on the agenda for next
council meeting.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Putnam County School
Board's director of music requesting permission to have a parade
on Saturday morning, September 21, and asking for police
cooperation in stopping traffic and escorting the parade.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made the motion for approval,
which was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. All present
voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson also read a letter from the Kidney Foundation
of West Virginia asking permission to have a candy sale during
the month of October. Councilman Thomas Lilly moved that
permission be granted. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded.
All voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Chairman of the Storm
Drain Committee, had requested that a meeting be called for
involving the Storm Drain C ommittee, the Finance Committee,
and Mr. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers, in order to make faster
progress on the storm drains for Brookhaven. This meeting was
set for Wednesday, September 25, 1974, from 9 to 11 A. M. , to
be held in the Mayor's Conference Room.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he has received a letter from
Etna Life & Casualty Company which questions our claim for
damages sustained by our fire truck and emergency vehicle while
fighting a fire at Fike Chemical. If Council has no objections,
he will turn this letter over to Mr. Frank Armada, the city
attorney, and request that he answer the same.

' Y\n
~t Thomas Lilly:

Councilman Lilly asked about the

progress on the plans for the garage. Mayor Gibson replied that
Appalachian Engineers are still working on their study of the
area and we should have their full report in time for next council
meeting. The recently ordered zoning maps should be ready for
us by the last of this week.
*
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Councilman Lilly also asked about the mobile home that
had been moved into a residential area. Mr. Frank Armada stated
that he was waiting until we receive the zoning maps from
Appalachian Engineers before any action is taken.
Councilman Lilly's next question concerned the water that
stands by the road across from the Bobbie Brooks plant. Mayor
Gibson replied that Mr. John Miller of the State Department
of Highways, who is an assistant to Commissioner Ritchie, has
been down to check on the situation, and be feel? sure something
will be done soon. The Department of:.Highways is trying to force
the original contractor to return and fix the drainage.
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business.

Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann reported that he
has had recent conversations with Mr. Sublet of the Miche
Company and he has been informed they hope to speed up the
process of codifying the ordinances for the city of Nitro. No
definite date could be set for the conference on this, but he
did request that the conference be held in Charlottesville.
Mr. Sublet will send a letter as soon as a definite date can
be set for the conference. Mr. Sublet also stated that they will make the amendments to the city charter which were passed '
recently by the West Virginia Legislature.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that the Lions Club wanted him to express their
appreciation to the city government and to the Police Department
for their cooperation during the Antique Car Show held last
Saturday.
In regard to Councilman Casebolt's remarks about trucks
using the back streets near Fas Chek Market, Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that this seems to be a universal problem. He
believes that when a truck enters a side street in order to make
a delivery, they are permitted to proceed to the next exit. A
discussion followed regarding busses traveling on Second Avenue.
Dr. Allen said he had also had a complaint about church busses.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt asked
about the status of lights at Ridenour Memorial Park. Mayor
^s^»
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Members .-T the Ai tro Oi •'>;, •
Mann; Councilman, Ton Lilly; 'bimcilmnr;
Large, Dr. R. V. Allen. Members of the
Paul Hill; Councilman, Vernon Oasebolt;
City Recorder, Tom Melton.

Council prese; e were: Go un oilman, Dewey
at Lar^e, Keit.h I'rlddy; Councilman at
Nitro City Council absent: Councilman
Councilman vtt Large, Hugo Tidquistj and

; •
Members oT the Vitro Sanitary Board in attendance were: Chairman,
Mayor Gibson, Beard member, T^u;--;l-s Bess. Absent was Donald Karnes, Board member.
The meeting uspeech, thanking those citix
Pul-.lic Hearing on the N? t,ro
present V7ishi;r>; t- 1 ."3k quo 6:
to stnto the:; r Maine, bf ;> r -ro

called to order by Mayor Gibson followed by a welcoming
en of hitro for beinp; concerned enough to attend a
•••nifc.-.v, i -. ; r^ r?.;-..t." Crr.'o. -'layor Gi.bson asked that those
•;::::, •.. • o"lv;.-'.i;e r; ;. ;;R t K c;J lira: i t-^ be reco^niaed, then
••••(,• ] .-; ai lc, ; . - ; : • -.jf t : i i > ^ .
I : . ;;:>n pr xu-:r'''Oi:i r-^ ;-oad items of importance

A meeting inv.-.^vin/; the l:-S5ti'o Sanitary Board was held at the Nitro
City Hall on July 6, ly'/i;, •'>;; unsrdwouG vote ii was decided that the Nitro Sanitary
Board should introduce -: ,iro;;o3od nmeiidment lo the exi.Tting Sanitary Sewer Rate
Ordinance, for the Nitre* Cit,./ Council ' a consideration. The vote of the Sanitary
Be- • vd also included that cerLain Reso'lulion or documents be drawn up in a legal
nannar, and the Nitro Gitiz.eng be kepi informed a 8 pr^-rcribsd by law. The prirrriry
objectives of the Nitro Sanitary Board, are HS fellows;
1. Up-,];rrde our present r^wer ti-oatmon'., plant, to meet State '
and Federal Secondary treatn:-:- 1 t at'-r.lsrds.

T-, preside ?^% m a t c l d n g inorey, thereby, meking it possible
l e tako oHv-jnta'je c p ayprixim-itely :;Jl/6£ ,2^0.00 of 75/3 Federal
Matching ,. rants.

).(..

Provide bc-.ter in.'dr.tcnance. in the f u t u r e to the over-rll
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Frovj.de Sanitary Sev/ers to various areas within our corpora to
limits, ii eluding r v ;o areas e f > Riverdale Acres and the
l-lOth Streei. Roa.d poction.

2.

." Resolution ves par; sod b;:' the ;.'.itr"> r-i4'

r

Council as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED BY TIC OCIl?i3N irUMCH, ;': rai CITY OF NITRO, NITRC
WES'TI yiRGIUIA, AT A REGULAR I-33OTIKG IIET-D ON y.I/GUJT ?0, I'i^it, THAT IfcTICE 3E
GIY:%F T~ ALL SUBSCFlIBEilS AND USERS C? THE SAi-:ir/RY o:3TEl; :: ? THE CITY OF NITRO,
OF •'; riJBLIG MEETING TO BE IIELD ffilD^Y, 3ErTE!r?r. 6, 1 -7)4. AT 7:00 TM, IN THE
OOUWCIL ROOM OF CITY HALL; AS REQUrp.EJ) BY a i ^ i T H R 8, ARTICLE 16, SECTION 7 OF
THE CDDE OF WEST VIRGINIA, •:•-' 1931, ay LAST /j'lEIlDED ^ <; I TJ3LT CATION AS HEREIN
Sl-EGIFIED.
I;o have p u b l i r - s - l ever;, ;;hln;; ir: ". r r ; e , ' •-• ews riedia, the K-?n?.whp.
V-Moy L°.--l«r, vilh a- e- 1 :- .; e p p - . - r - ' e - Le 4 • ' •• •••"-'.•-- jo '. p - p e r , the Daily M-il,
inf-minj L-he e ;';;..;. ::eii3 : • ' '. ";• "' o'" :' ' ! "c ey
'e1:-; • .;,-; t;. do.

At this point ..la '/or Gibson intreiAieed r,l;:. o> mombers oC the Ilitro

City Council and. the Nitre ,'xj.nitary Board to '/.lo cibii..jns present.
The meeting was then opened .for questions from citizens of Nitre.
Q. Leo Knowl ton; I no Lice that tbo old set-joj;^ rate was $2.60 based on
LljlOO gallon, now it is go in.-; bo be raised to -I'.'J.?^ baaed on 2,5>GO gallons of water
uc.'-d.

••

A. rlayor Gibson; I ovidii. i we have a r^cond roading, approved by Nitro
City Council on thin pnpor d Rate-. Ordinance, ; .id pro-..I din;* the Public Service
Cojomission of v.'est Virginia ypprovos the rate , tructu 'o.
City Council . ,ut>t voie again aft.-' the ..oconu reading, then '/re ;:;ust
go to the Public Service Coi;;,.iiGJi r "! for their • laal -vproval.
Q.

Leo KnovTlto.n:

correct?

"hir; ^o-" int-o of"":, at ru .irdy'it tonight, is this
", ,

/.. Mayor Gibson; To sir, i : . does no . ife ; , . - " . bring it before Council
again, then 'Council has to decide or, the matt r, vote •„>,> accept or reject the rate.
If passed, then it will be taken int :• the lub'.'.:•;• Sewic*: Commission for the final
decision.
Q.

Douglas Bo,:.::?:

. yor .-••••?, some c y / ^ t i O i , 4,' er th; n the rates going up?

Leo Knowlton; .. can K•*<.-• possibly • Tisiny, the Minimum fee, but I canr.ot
sec raising the Amount o" y HOIIL.
A. Douglas Berjj: ,.;." "TO ':. ak,/ the pryy;:;ed r- ^ for lj,000 gallons, which is
th : same as it is t o d p y , which wv.ld no!-, be t - : - - nini... .... The proposed rate now is,
::£.?0 if you used h,OCO gal'oar; yf w- >,er per ,•: -.-i;;h, •• . opposed to the $2.60, but the
crment'i we had at the last. , jbli-.j ;i-aring fov the proposed rate ordinance, there
wx '••, --. number of coirwients, - I t h o i y i i ! he h,'j(V' y'J.lono '..ad been the minimum ever since
there was a. sewage fee. 'II. •.' the.ro ;.re a lot . . T el dor'y that do not use that much
wa. er, hut they pay for th;/ amount. The previous pro.oonal was that the rate be
ba:ed on i|,OOC) gallons per .-.•.!;ith, ;J.io reite w o u L d havo heen $5-10; which would have
re:raited in the minimum fe<-> .v'iny fr.>:fl $2 .60 to $£.10. This would be almost double,
presently it is $£.?0, trhic 1 ii; more than double, but -.That we have done, is response
to the comments we have rec :ived before. I 'hink so;1;/ of the Council thought perhaps
in the same way, that we s'. nla drop back the :;rlniravi;.. useage, so that those people
th'.t use a lower amouirt of rater without the rate doubling. IfJhat ir. essence, this
does is' that those who sre .ird.ng more wrter -rre payin:; somewhat more. The rate the
la'-t' time represented almost a doublir.p; betireen the bill and the proposed rate. It
is still in essence doublin.; the rate, tliis as I am nire you }<now, due to the fact
that we must acquire r. certain amount of bonded indebtedness to build a. Secondary
Treatment Plant. Thin the State of v/cet Yiryir.ia hac told us that this is our
responsibility to provide this secondary treatment, r ;.us the fact that the most recently
annexed areas, the people there deserve, as citizens -f Nitro, to have sewage.
There is a construction project, consisting o ! ? about :l,500,000.00, the local share
being about $350,000.0'".) and the bonded indebto/lness ;. paying that off, accounts for
part of the increase, the b-lance of the :Lncro..-re is o cover the cost of operating
a secondary treatment plant.
Dr . /.lien : To :.e'Lp you viewer i'j.', Ivnowl- - i n ' s question, we did not just
pi.r:r this out of the air, ; t, iho l.-.rt protest r .ectin
c.s rli' . Bess stated, there were
he- e representing the 3eni -. - C i t ^ a - ^ -, ajid tlij ••: was ; • >f the things they brought K o
ov- •. attention. Alyo :.•'. IV: ';ino HO went bef,: •• • he j - ;/l;.o Soi'vice Commission, they

"",
»

stated that the percentage o'.' the people liv.i;v;; vriUrj..-; our community that use less
than 2,000 gallons of water. Those people arc the ones that cannot really afford
•to pay a large bill. This is the roasori we <uide the change in the gallons of useago.
l!i'. Lilly may have the percontoge bro'kdoKn or; thoso coming under this low useage.
A'
'i'o?" 1'ilj.J- The percentage i:.i 1{2'" using Toss than 2,000 gallon. Mi of
this is geared Into tho ra'.e otructu-.-e. Had Uie former rate as proposed gone all
.the way, with the approval, of City 'iotmcil, then Ihc --.pproval of the Public Service
Commission, then the elder*!.,.; retiree! couple uairi;^ say less than 2,f>00 gallons, they
would have been paying a mi imum of 'i^.lO at that tine. 1'fi.th the cost of constructior
going up at this time, the 'ate would have been $5.70 minimum, had we used the same
11,000 gallons.

The Council nr, thai odme, i - t h o r than h.->ve a .yeater burden on this particul?area, we would rather char-o the m.i rdrnurn that v-he rai.r is based on. Tri other words,
spread it around a little more, so that the parole that were in a position to pay
would be paying a little bi I more, GO that <;ho peoplf that were not in a position to
pay would still be able to have the uceage of the service.
A. Douglas Bess: \x you xnov/. thorr- .-re counter a.gruement s that we have
discussed about that. 1 fel might be worth ;- r'tioriir. >:. One of the thoughts being
that you have to have a seva.^o treatment plaid built, it must be built to handle the
capacity of sewage we may r^.ch, s<,? oven thor.r-;b you d ' - n ' t use water, you can't charge
soley on the basis of water, in o t h e r words, If. you «:on't use any water yo\ don't get,
billed that month. Because a tra&tnfint planL bad to be built in the anticipation
that you mi^ht UGC some w a i e r . I f/!iiiil; that Is the reason behind the minimum charge.
I think the feeling of 'the Sanitary Board when we went into the last hearing,
we did propose ii,000 nxinimu,: stay at that amount. I --juess we chose not to make a
c h - n g e in the minimum. 1 think some lo.^ic behind that is that the origional rate
wont into effect in 195?, probably $2.60 in 1}9}, and $5.10 in 19lk, are not too far
fr:-m being equivalent in number of dollars. .->t: Mr. Lilly pointed out there seemed
to be the feeling on the part of the people at i-he last; meeting that they would like
to sec the minimum figure dropped, lie have ju;.;t responded to that. A person using
14,000 gallon will pay $5.70 'under tho propose! new r&.!,3 structure, as opposed to the
$5.10 under the rate struct ..^e as proposed at the beginning of the year. I think we
feel that this sesms to be • ;-e?so?i.Tole approach.

Leo Knowlton;

Q.

Douglas Bess;

A.

Leo Knowlton;

Q.

- :; t h i n disposal, plant been built?
Jo, it has not beeu built.
^as this brought up sever/ ' years ago?

A . Douglas Bess; Tes, as a matter of Tact the State required this in 1366,
asking that all Liinicipalit'..ers in the valley ' < • build a waste treatment plant. I
believe we received the Or< -;r from the State :'n 1968. Vie did not rush out to build
this, as you can readily seo. It ±3 a long r;Landing > rder, it is something the other
cities of Dunbar, St. Albarr;, as I understand it are .-t the point of starting
construction. The City of "harleston, the City of So. Charleston also has to do this.
Probably in the order of population, we may be a little bit further behind than some
of the other cities are.
Yes, we have been require-;; by the Stc.t of 'v:•••'•. Vi; ;jinia, of course, the 197^
Fe eral Water ."eHution Cor.-.r^ Ac'.. ,--.;;•> re-.^r -•; tho we '--ave secondary treatment
by 1977.

A. Dewey Mann; Mr. i^owlbon. on thai \\2% that was mentioned was not too
clear, the \\2% of the residents were using les a than the minimum, which was li,000.
let they pay, then 13?: of the residents use Irar; than 1,000 gallons, and 26% uae less
than 2,000, but they pa./ tho minimum.
That is the reason the.y thc-aght "to sh,iP : , the Pui'dea of payment to those wh.o
actually used more.
Q. G. P. Sizemore; In connection with tho .minimum on the Sanitary fee, along
with that the West Virginia 'feter Company, ha;., all but doubled our water rate, the
power company is putting about 2Q% more. Now .-ay question is, is the City of Nitro
protesting this huge water rate, or taking tba 3 into consideration?
A. Mayor Gibspn;
'e have faith, or ; t ".east I do, those who are up on how the
Public Service Commission op ates, realizes tha:, the ublic Service Commission deals
w i t h a real iron fist, and
at r e a o a ' l y the Tolophon- Company has had to refund about
$10,000,000.00 to the ucwra
Pot :,,,o long b a > , , they •• ade the Power Company refund
some money, as well as at c ; tiiuu: the: Pater
-pan;/. The Public Service Commission
if; under the gun all tho tr].<>•?., and you have t- conviaae them that the charges are
r.orepsary. They have o x p e r ; a on i i : a Commisci'- . they have an engineering staff, end
an attorney staff, sonic ver '-naalo ratable pe.'.a-» : !G ar connected with the PSC.
It is just the ide; hat iP ara are ar Pr; too v iuch, not using good business
judgment, with the staff o, •<:-r^inb we are surrounding ourselves with, an awful
lot of this information wo avo Pas been supplied to us by Certified Public Accountants, registered prof e--> si era .1 civil "•ngineers> again as Dr. Allen pointed out awhile
?. go, we are not just pulliia r figures out of tho air, these have been documented and
;;UK. c be approved by tho Pub. PC G'-rvlce Coitini;:;;ion. This is just a matter of upgra-iirig the treatment r;,,'cte;;', Batter O f taking advantage of over $1,000,000.00 in
Federal money, vro must crcv thp;> to the Public Service Commission.
If we are off base, then thup ial'11 ant approve the rate increase, they will
majai us cut it down.
I have a letter fror th? State of iJer.at Virgin- ; a, Department of Health, anyone wanting a copy may have .:>a? if so do TO red. "M.s ." :.; over the signature of C. Russell
Pacer, dated Kay 1, Y)l\\. Tho letter is addrosjod to no and reads as follows:
: 'T>-ar Mayor Gibson: On MonPrj', April 29t••>.., l'"7h, I inspected the sewage treatment
pi "P' for the City of P i t r o , The-overall operation o.P the treatment plant could only
be considered poor., there a . - o sovera'l -'U.-mc that neod your prompt attention, end
sin aid be corrected inunedj i tely. Ae> you -ill "a'r- vrell aware, only one of the two
clrragesbers is in operatic., and is u ^ t dojng a very good job of removing settable
3 > P i d s . The claragester, that is daw-, needr e' r ten?ive repairs to all weir, baffles,
pea apers, and als:> needs the t >p of -the digcatrr repaired (it has several large
cracks in i t . ) The flow me'.-^r i;;; .j,ca- lajrking a* id naeds to be repaired. The Par shall
flaa'e needs to be re*-n:-i-:ed P.a? t;> tba extensive erosion of the sides. The chlorine
co; tact chamber was acting laPo -'. a-,-.;, i^Pary settling basin and needed to be cleavioj.
I ^ ^uld not cl.'.'-.clc the chlo^ !.ie poed because the buildPng w-s locked and no operator
war t'-ere. The cludg^ drylu^; beds 'P:aV t appear to V>e iKj^d ;>s often as they should.
riy feeling is that pour llcon^ed opoia t ;-• f .?r this plant should be at the
plra.t during tho entii'o shrpr't except for f.me.i';a-.acie::. Your operator is rarely a t the
plant. '1th the nhape that your ;"• aiirty ia lr;_ tho --'erator would not have to look
for w-rk to do.

I realize nil o.l t l e a o items-, cost mouoy, but :. K has come to the point i;i
ti-.-i3 that people are g >lng t -. h-- % ve to pay f . - t ,-.?.caning the enviromeat.
I Should cl ;:•:•-• ro;aii;<'! you tb: > • if you ---vi get ;•, ,vur sewage rate up so that the
riant is ooerated a;- •• business and. ••shows a j . r o f ' j t , '.V'or, some of the areas such, as
ii.--h Street, Ilitro l a r k 'Vdul Lion, • :• ! i.he up T J.vor err' of -town could and should be
petered, 'ms onl;, "ay I kr>.>yj o-? d.-.i,,;-, these a i - i n g r ; i :: with a rate increase.
As .you f.ro awaro, t' e Federal monies to up-gr- de your plant by adding
trickling filters and .-• settling D M sin -.re rcho.luled to expire December 1, 197k,
unless construction is s t a r r e d . This infornrtj. >n in from I i lr. Warren Keans, Departiner.t of Natural Resources, "ederol i'ljney Go-o^dlaator. T.f you lose this federal
grant, you can be as cured ','vt it will be a 1 i: tiinf before Ilitro receives another
federal grant, Tlien the pe a'le v;o^;l'.] really -• In for- a big rate increase to upgrade their sewage trertmer;' plar.t .
If I can be of any - scisbanc""1 on any

/' these problems, please advise me."

Mr. Rader is tVie Re.' i o n a l 'T.:inoer fr n; '-he 3..rte of vvest Virginia Departmsnt
of Health.
'ftie pre3ent r Les U i ••(• uhco sani • ry BOKaye system has, have not been
sufficient to maintain >rha'. %TS liav - nov> T . /Ill ••.o iiavo now is just the Primary Sewage
treatment. Fe have tiro ern. .. jy~er, '.otal, tryin .; to operate the system. If we have
a problem anywhere, in the l i n e s o/ ^rv/vhero else, we have two men that answer the
call, that is day and n i g h t . You --roul be r,urprj sed how many times at night they
must go out. We have two rroa op»r"tiri? the entire sewer system, that includes ths
plant and the lines, '-'e hr .3 one pick-Kp truc'l., it J.G a 1/J6> Model Ford. Ho other
equipment. We have been ii "jnancial fJifficulty for some time, you can tell from
the letter from the Health itepartmeut that v:e havc to do something to maintain what
\7e do have.

Leo Knowlton;

A.

Dewey Mann:

Q.

Da:' you ash. when the : v te wo-jid go into effect?
, thought the papr-- s 'id sonewhere around midnight tonigh",

^' iiSZHL^ikSSE1
his is i'lcorrect. 'i : :-e '\ato Ordinance would not go into
e f f e c t until the Public Service Coinr'isaion. gi •• es their approval, and then not until
th-'- project of construction has been p r e t t y •-? -11 completed.
^ * Mrs. G._i_. ^ianr.:oro_: •'eceutl;/'., I re; d in one of the Daily papers that
i'irs. Hall a nan stated that ; ' , o had. received on;.y 'ive complaints from Nitro about the
increase of the Water Hates. 3he if? r. mwrriber o.!? the I'ublic Service Commission, and
further that the reason she had not received 'icre, being that we were enjoying the
wonderful water that was r,o-j available to us.
I am wondering wh;-. ...ore do riot complain about the water rates in Nitro?
^' -fe*/or ^bg°": ": think thirj goeo b;:ck to quite a few years ago, when
a . arge amount of perpone la Nitro were very upset about the very poor water we were
receiving from Kanawha Riv••:.>.•, over here at the water treatment plant.
The Water flompair/ vr-s having to treat the water so much with chemicals to
get it where it was drink', b l c , thst the vJefit Virginia v-/ater Company saw fit to raise
enough money I...-) put a j6 ! :.ine tvbrrti.-ig abcw1 ?'^' >~ ox 29th Street, and went all the
wa;; into C3ia.rloGt.on w i t h i b i s lino, t a k i n g >T t p - fr\ iElk River. They put in a
!T:oc,ern plant i v - the aro^ ; . rre, ar;. ; ..•••.•;" wa,f-,c'
; ••::". . : Tron "Elk River,

I think a lot of poraons remember when we did have very distasteful water
T,O drink, and I think they realize that it di/l take a tremendous amount of money
to put the line to Charleston, and to build w'";at I understand is one of the most
modern treatment plants in. the country.
Q. Ed Maguire: I was recently rathf^ s so-eked to Gee an ad you had put in
the paper, concerning the Revenue Sharing moi,,rj that r ou intend to spend this year
and you asked for comments from tho citizens, which I am attempting to give here
toriiight, that you iirere goring to spend something like $100,000.00 as operational
maintenance, rather than as capital expense, xrhi-h I believe that the majority of
the revenue money has up t•> this time been u :nd as cr.pital expense. In view of the
way some of these politici:"G are moving around lately, I hate to see you fellows
leave here and leave us in the habit of spending $3..UO, 000.00 a year for operating
expenses and then have the Revenue Sharing st >j.:•.
^"

-• ^- -A-llen:

-T 'ton't think that • • • • . s any point in this meeting.

Ed Maguire: I t d o e s n ' t , but like 1 :-aid, it asked for comments, this is
s Public Meeting, and I air :.vdng t. throw tt>r t i.;.
jl'
Major Gibson: '.'his i;-. a Itiblie lU^rln^ to discuss the sanitary sewer
system of the City of i':it;v.

Q. TS_du Haguire;
this money then?

Is it possible that vie can talk about Revenue Sharing on

A. Tom Lilly; Revenue Sharing mone,y under the guidelines as laid down by
the Federal Government, c; nnot be used .ss matching money, in otherwords, it cannot
be to match other money i':••••>.a tho Federal Goverrsmcnt. Since the 1$% total cost of
the whole project io j''eder-a]. money ; wo carmoi. use any portion of the money as our
25% matching money.
Q. Ed Maguiro:
e could though, use tb". noney to operate the personnel,,
the chemicals and so f o r t h .
A.

Tom Lilly:

lea, it oould be used for operation expense.

Q* Ed Ma^uirc: T notice we do not ! -:vc a st.'/tertient of the Sanitary Board
of the past year. Does that roirio out every ;- :> o 'ten?
*" May of Qibg^n ; It is due to be published oon. The Auditors each year
audit the books, and ?c'"ci-.>a as they ;-et the!;; figure ; calculated, and all the facts
are 'in, then our Secretary publishes tliis in 'die papr .
^* E f i Maguire;
during the last year?

"oa don't, know at t1 is time '? you lost money or made money

^ • I^s. Stephcyc: Our in :oii!f> was ~r sat 'T tl n our expenses, but thin
was due to collecting rielinquencies that lipve bnn ou standing for several years.
^" Ed Mpguire: :fes fi!\ of , the out,', tar; ling .iebt paid off, or is that
information available at thi.r, time.
A. Mr. JTouglce r:';r-B -ad i^s. Stepiie: -•;. The mount of $3,7^0.00 a raonth
u-•-; paid toward retirrnervt '' tho bonded inde' /:-c iesp. Mr. Bess added, this info ma tit
w-;•; available in tho rej^' v " : -md ''—;-!. r,he S t . - ! • • ? /:r>?nt inn that.

Q. Ed Maguire : J did not see arythir.; this lime about the rate that we
vri.ll be charging itock Breach J ublic Service .District. Is this covered by this F?te
Ordinance?
A. Dmglas Bess: No, th-st wrll be c.n-ored by an agreement with Rock Branch
; ublic Service District, llr: 5; i;j a Jtond Rate -rdinanfo for the City of Nitro, 1
agree that there i;; ai> out o P city rate, but tiv'.r- would be ."in out of city pasririg
through the Nitro sewer system, rather than g, i n g directly i n t o the treatment plant.,
su.ch as Rock Branch will do.
Q' M Msyiire; Some of the figures ] h;.ve heard here tonight., 13$ use
lees thru 1,000 gallons, 26'.'.' use less than 2 .,000. and U2$ use less than U,000 gallons.
Bess: V ' o n e are no!, adder' •• tot.-i of 1;2£ use less than the
1+,000; 13> and the 26;;' i's , --I o<" -;.'\ \i2f/., .fi gv. "v;.
'^' M Maguirc : Ovo.rr.ll t ; > e rates th- ;, .,ou aro showing us here tonight <?re
pretty muoh 10/1 higher tna1-; 1-hcv were bock in >,he f i r ' • of the year when you voted
and accepted, them. '\fov~Ln ,,<,•'? cere !,o explain --^.'ether i:his is due to inflation or
"".o lower 5 nn; the tainimuin rale';'
'"" jjr • Bess: It j .e- actual ly . though J c'inno't break these down, a combination
of th-3 two. There wss s>me ;nflati«.r. dee to *'•' - 1 c?stir \te of the capital cost of the
project being higher th; n it wrs at that time- '.i"icre \ also some modification as a
result of chanjin^ the rate- .jtructu.re.
"'• Sd Iicjnire : Ra^- yoa >•"!! eve:/ fi;-/.: ?e-:3 out., how you will keep from
loosing this governraeat ••lo-'.o :!,. l^rcombt-.r?
;

I don 1 b ;:.r.oiT t h a t it has e%rer been documented that we are

goinr: to loose it.
Q. Ed i'Ia:-Tuire : The last meeting I attended down here you set a timetable
ap, and according to that liwclablc on July 17, you ha to file your rate increase
at that tirne in order t,-i p;f-t. this done b;/ the 28th day of December. This is the
6th of September.
: Bess_;
s'^nt was our efjtimat^d schedule, the schedule we hoped
_
to be able to follovr, we were not able to folio --r that schedule. The whole problem
is the length of time that i:; taJ^es us t.o go to the Public Service Commission, as I
am sure you know. Our hop f :; s, that we can per-'-aade the Public Service Commission
to promptly hear our can ; ' •••>•' • au ;:e o f t?0 j? ijnpor...;.in;j: pc .ential for loosing the 7nderal
gr?Tit. 'tve certainly hop-?' 'i-.t the .Federal Government ill be sympathetic to the
fact- that we are moving, a r'1 moving as fast as ~re can, rou know \re can't get any
assurance that we cannot : oose that ^ r - n t .
Q. Ed Ka.guire ; Just one nv/re questio: , and 1 am sure that this will be one
of ,heir leading questions ' • > tl^ere; '-Jiy (.tidrft yon. uc • the rates that had been
approved back in February? '.,ny did Council change the :ir minds?.
A. Keith Priddy ; I might -mswor t h a t . I thi
motion to revert back to or-r origrlonal rate structure.
Ooinraission in a conference a:.:d duo to the infv.-. ,"ma tion
guidelines and suggestions and avln because v:" some
people on fixed incime: ue ' >lt :i t iras not a ?.••:•.: iistic
by the re-englnecririg a :•:•:! ' " - ' " : inflr-ion factor , : ; , > r oii
Lve have had to r<r> -rad^ the enr'inee.r:' , -, ooca

!c 1 was the one that made the
We met with the Public Service
e received at this time, the
C the comments made by our
fi^'ire. As it turns out now,
i not have been a roalisvic
ye of the inflatlca factor

the fact we had a new engineering report on the figures., and inflation has advanced
quite a bit. Not just since February but since the origional plans were made on it,
Q. Bd Ilapuire ; The figures that. you gave back in June 29, you said that
they had increased frr-rn r. $1,200,000.00 up" in Ol,^ 0,000. 00, which is pretty close
20^ increase.
It keeps bugging me, why you didn't g , on wit:, that increase that you had.
this isn't the right one, are you going to ch-mge your minds .again?

I?

A<
Keith Priddv; That figure didn't change 20$ from February to June, it
changed in two years. The origional plans were node -.bout two years ago and the
figures we had in February were based on therr: figure;;. Then two years later, they
were refigured because of the inflationary f:l -;ures, cud came up 20^ higher.

Q' Ed Maguire: Surely when you get Into handling that kind of money you
are taking inflation and ;yo".r engineers are '-.-•king i iflation into consideration.
Ma at kind of figures are yo , using today., her; is Jur:: 29, with $1,200,000.00, what
are your figures going to look like today'/
A.

Dr. Allen:

Those fig.,><es vwre esv-'K'.inhed two years ago, the $1,200,000.00

Q. Ed Maguire : You mean your engin<February about something thai happened two y
A.

-s

would come here and tell us in
'-.jo?

Mayor Gib 33 n ; fe requested that 1/1) e,y up-grade the figures.

Q. Ed j-laguire ; ]Jo y.-.'i t,hi?<k that the figures that you have here tonight
will do the job with this r vte ii;.cr;jac;e?
A.

Mayor Gibson:

,te ?re very con.fid.ejvt that it will.

A- Ton Lilly : As in hopes to thri s answer, wh m the primary plant was
initially proposed or engineered and an estimate was ,-'Jven for construction. The
total cost, factor was in the idegl bor'iood of about $6' ;'^000.00, this is what we
currently have our primary financed. However, by the time this had been done, the
rates had been secured, and the plant w ~ s - actually co ctructed, we ended up with a
bor.d indebetedr.es s of $7^-0^000.00 plus $l5£,0r'0.00 fr< n the Federal Government. So
you can see, even then,, the/e must have been somethin; going by the time you
engineered, something, get a:, estimahe, file Tor your .. ->.tes, etc., the cost had gone
up.
Again when the initial rr.tes wero or ee orbed t- us 3 $1,2^0,000.00 for the new
con struction aspect, this './• s ?.ll based, on f,n --stimat. completed in 1972. After the
first public meeting; before yon can 'uve a go. -.d publ . ) meeting, Council has to do
sor.e action. So Council took l.he libei-ty of going rhr-icl and approving the initial
reading of the first .Rale Ordinance, oo thai, uo could iave a Public Meeting. V/e
never have anyone come ond Day anything unless you do iiave a Public meeting. Then
thf citizens come in :P.J. voice their 'eeiings, they !• '•:, ib be knoi-m.
At that last :ne3ting, after:1 they had voiced t> 3 pros and cons, we took
this under advisement: o.nd decided that one, we didn't think there was enough money
to actually do the job. So we requested the Sonitary Board, to go back and have this
re-estimated. This the/ di-J, ./yd. th-x 1 " ^s^is b.-.--k mtli the estimated cost factor
?.s of right new. ?k>Tf, chaac;o-3 or'';., eve:; if vre break \v,nnd by December 1, to save
thr first grrj t; we h-:-v--. tw-- T :-"--; *, 1 ;v-.lved . T. '- •'•'. it grant we have received
i?oCH, 500.0'.) a\:d ±r we :.' •--> ^••-a;iu h, the lyt ;;:.,r, o-" :)eco;nbor thrj.s is Sfile.
This

is just for the primary up-grading of the primary to the secop.dr.ry treatment piano.
We have the second grant, the-.', will bo forth-com ing to complete the collection
lines into the J^Oth Street area and. the Piivordale area. Those people have been
pr-'.Tdsed sewage since 1?6[>, this was p:>rt, of their deal of coming into the city,,
they would get sewage treatment.
By the time all this is said, Bond Ordinances are written, you go to the
market to find people that will lend us rroney; it ia conceivable that we might end
up having to have another Rate Ordinance passed before it is ever completed. To
go back to the Riblic Service Commission to ask for tn^re money. Because it is no
use of going through what we went through before. Someone dropped the ball somewhere by not going back and asking .for a rate increase after the last plant was
built. They took money that was used bo operate the plant and paid on bonds, so
this has meant that over all these years now, the pla it has not been operated
properly. As we read the audit reports, we f i n d that fche City, form the General
Fund, has subsidised each year the operation c f the plant. So that money that
should have gone for garbage collect ion, street repair o, and things of this nature,
has actually been put into come maintenance to be dono on the sanitary plant itself.
So, in response to ,y»n.r queoti ^, no one knows, because we do not know whrt
is going to happen tomorrow
You rec.'ivod. your electricity bill in the last couple
of days, what is going to happen \-:h-?r> it goo;? on a monthly basis? There is an
exonerated figure jacked :'u;::.o the program, in other words, you do have some inflationary cost that is already in the program, which you are allowed under guidelines.
I don't know if it is 15'"' or what that io on top of everything else. Chances are
that could be eat up in a month or two months, really we do not know, I can only
say this, that as a member of Com ::i.3 , .if when i t comes to pass, if there is not
enough money to operate it ; roperl , '.hen I wovld ask for another rate increase.
Q. Ed Haguire; It seems to :ne that we are getting an awful lot of money
and very, very, very few f i g u r e s here tonight. Other than two year old figures
and the figures from the Public Service ConaniGsion on how many people use water here
in the City of Kitro.
A.

Douglas Bess;

vhnt would you like 'o have?

Q" ^d Maguire; Uir/t d--- you estimate you are going to sell your bonds H,
and what amount of bonds do yvm hope to sell?
ATorc_Lilly; I a;;i the •^ria-ce Chairman for the City of Nitro, and it is
the City of Nitro that actually Rfllr, the bond.:-, it is not the Sanitary Board, the
Sanitary Board has petitioned, the Council that they noed more money to operate and
that- they need more money to add (he addition;! servi*. e, to up-grade the plant, add
the collective lines, etc. Presently, it look?.- as thr ugh we will have to sell
$388,000.00 in bonds. This is 33C b' -'ids, we w'11 hav< to sell them at a 5% Discount,
and we are hoping at o 7/' interest, f a c t o r , -o , right now, if you go to the market
on bonds, there is no taker.•:*,, what this actually amour ts to, everything looks as
though we will end up with in the neighborhood of abort $!|3,000.00 a year that you
pry your fees that you ppv '>aok t)-ese bonds over a 3?' year period.

Back this up a little bit, you are currently paying roughly $53,000.00 a
year now for 3^ years for that $7^0,000.00 you used to build the primary plant, back
when. Currently'there is about $700,000.00 owod on that, so you still have $£3,000
of your income right novr from, the users based on the .^.60 rate means primarly that
the Sanitary Board ir: rece:;vin - in the neighborhood o. $100,000.00 a year. You have
$?3,000.00 of that goiiv, fro' bord indobtodners the additional $1*7,000.00 of that
must go for materials, e q u i L > n n ? ' t , processing a i d the i,oeration costs of this partieui
facility. The new cost of op<-;ration ,n.ll practically double, in other words, if we

anticipate about $1(3, 000. DC more dollars of bonded indebtedness, you can see we
are close to $100,000.00 each year just beinj paid for borrowing money. Now if there
is some way, and we are looking at meadins to alleviate this situation, hopefully we
can save some money on this -oute. Now we cnrnot use Revenue Sharing money, if we
could we would. "Jf: get au; ;••••'• lorn:; r,«?ly $15' 0,000. 00 each year in Revenue Sharing money.
If we could h?ve used i,M.K mouey, r > , d t f 'or . - i - o , and I pin sure that each of the
C'.ur.cilrri^r; a; id •11 c • > : ' nrn-v! w - ' i ' H "• .7 l o t o • • • • c •>!.] '".his money and use for matching
money grid leave trie r;.-tej wi-i.-.-.t !'::•;•.- --.ru, If • is n o o : u be done, this is what we would
have done.
Ite can use Revenue Sharin;j money for operation money for the plant, there is
no criteria there, ft the 3=1:13 token, we arc riot .sure Revenue Sharing is going to
continue, so we would ;;nd up \n th the .same ballgame again. We have to go for more
rates to get operating mone,/ , so actually we ore deuyAn^ the city improvements that
have long been overdue.
:
~ ^h^'- a ' r ^ r - -'•••IT-ly made •; statenent there which is very, very
trr.e. You go out on the bond market od-T, oad try t,- sell 388 bonds, or $368, 'TOO. OC
we are rroir.g ''-o h^ve a tou^i time, ;ss they don ' '•• w-nt to p-' ck that type of Njr ing
up. ^Ihey sre dealing in millions of dollars, ie. p--e -;it,:Jeip-iti:ig 1%, they n;^ charj'
UP ?£. "tJlierc do we stand,, ho;; -.-.?n we p-jl f:i;;i; sf> out" JO.l tliis, even the bonds, have
bo be approved by the I'ubii;; S'-.r-vioe OomiaiPoia. ; they -.-rill make us protect the bond
holder p.

'" Tom Lilly; The Oity of SI or-.no r jupt corapleted a bond sale, and the only
people that would buy them *\ras the FHA, and they p;ickod them up, and Eleanor ia on
the hook for the rest of everyone's life dovm there. The discounts and the interest
frctor is out of this world. :;c 'v.ve a good be id bac'-rjro'jaa, the City of Nitre is
in good accord, because we don't >r,,;o that type .->f mono./, xfe are hoping that if ire
nuct go to the bond r.r.rkct, t-r- r ; i ; - -ot ?,r:e ^.^-.il ^ecy-le oh at '-rill pick up tho oond?,
In all .fairness?, a ^ dificotutt, Ihi- nc^a;-; ''.''-•;- ovc^y ^100.00 you deduct %%. 7ou get
?5 lose, say $>50.00 or .Tvery $1,000.00 bond. T'beref -re, you must sell a lot', more
bo/,ds to come up with the "x" i,uuiber 'lO.l^r^ f initi lly match the moneys with.
At 1%, this means as ;•. bare minimura, you liavo $388,000.00 bonds, and it, vri.ll
cost you, depending ors hou ••,-hc inar ••;..-:•'•. j.s, anyi-rhore f r; ui $115-00 to $13U.OO per bo»:d
per year for 35 yearn. If ,/ou fi -u-c i.hat :jut, it is somewhere close to $i|.0,000.00
fvnd $^0,000.00 a year jast to bori'o1.; $.'j38,000.00. True, we should have dons something: z long time ago, ^0 should h^e done it b.-acl: in 1?66, when the first citation
came out. Nothing had been done, we arc hop-in;; to movo now, before things get any
higher.
A. i lay or Gib so r ; •;•;• --u'c- ^Li:^ to be f vrced in^o it, the Federal Government.
;:-aid Cts.te Goverii'iie.ubj Tiiey ;jr-i- foi-ciii:-:, not only 'Nitro, they are forcing all local
governments to up -^r ado their oowa;:o trentrnent .>-.> secondary treatment.
Just like thj c letter frou the State of ^oct Virginia, Dspartment of Health,
from their head engineer . To menticPt, in the last par igraph, ;'As you are aware,
the Federal monies to up-grade your plant by adding tr .ckling filters and settling
basin are scheduled to erpi -e Itecembo, 1, 197'! , voiles:; construction is started. Thin
information is from I-ir. vfarren Me.vms, R'partineiit of Natural Resources, Federal Honey
Coordinator. If you lose this federal jrrant, y.ra can be assured that it will be a
long time before liitro receives mother federal grant. Then the people would rerll;/
be in for a bi ; ; rate increoso i ? up-r,> -vie theii sewage treatment plant.
If I c f n be of any a-- si s t a i r - ou <• -ay of herse v-'ablems, please advise nu-;
. Russell Rader, Regional •iiv-ri^R^-' . ."^ar.e lie'-l,,:. O^p-rtment. "

So we are forced into doing something, not only that but you know, as someone
else stated there awhile ago, I think it was ilr. Lilly, that when Riverdale Acres
and It3th Street Road area, were annexed into Mitro, these citiaens were promised fire
protection, police protection, street ;ua;i.ntrn.'.'jice, street lights, garbage and trash
pDok-upj they were promised these tilings. They were promised eventually, within a
reasonable length of tirno to have o<"'Wage trcuUn.ont service. Those citizens from
about Blackwood all the way up to tuo end of the City Limits, then out l|0th Street
from about Bailes Drive out, were promised sanitary sewer systems. These people are
crying for sanitary sewage treatment and the fact that they ara within our Corporate
limits, they are entitled to this service.

Mayor Gibson; The*' ai'o not receiving the service.

A.

A. Gab any;

Q-

ifcy^rJ^ib&JH:

A*

A. Gabany:

Q.

Are theae people paying sewer fees now?
No, thdy ; ra not.

viiy not?

Q. A Gab any t They are goi^.j v- receive the service, it seems to me that they
should have been charged the sorvjcc when they were brought into the city.
/•. Mayor Gibson: Y^ni can.'c, really charge a sanitary sewer service if they
are having to maintain their ov;n septic tan!\o.
Q- A. Gabaiy; You are c'lar^j.n^ the sanitary sewer rate on the amount of
water used, they axe usin.-v; water aren't the/'". If _you promise the people something,
than you should charge the;:, for what they ,^et.

A. C-abfiny; They :;ould. h;.'vc had tlie service had they been paying fron the

Q-

Mayor Gibson:

' A '*

Ti.ey iiavn' I fyi'l b!ic service ao yet.

.

A. _Gaiiany_!

Q'

Kay_or Gibson;

A.

It i y n ' t th-.it <5asy or that .simple.

V;ell, you woclc. have had the lii'-noy, lets put it that way.

G. I . Siaemorf;: I would like to throw th; s out, South Charleston tried
this and had to refund, the noney,
'u Tom Lilly; The rubli<--. Serxrice Oowmission, we had asked this question
when we were at the previous Meeting with thai>, arid they said by no means will
anyone pa^r one nickel until they am ac;tuall;;. receiving the service. This moans that
even now, we are looking at a possible wait until the;, are actually connected, they
in. 11 not pay the initial rate. Un-il everything is constructed, the pipes ere in and
they can turn the water on that goes out, wo can't charge them.
I for one, and the res f - of the Councilman, for the. last year, we have
attended a lot of meetings, locked at a lot of things, looked from every angle we
could. We have requested at numerous times that the Sanitary Board go back and have
the engineers check about letting our plant go to waste and piping into St. Albrns,
or South Chariot-ton. ~:]Q h - v e looked, at '-very aspect of this thing. T'fe have looked
at figures on every avenue, hoping laat we could keep everything down to the bare
minimum, that the citiscsna of Mitro would, have to pay.

'We cm see no w-.y, other than g.>'.mg ahead with what we have while we
have the Federal mono;; available. A r. the letter indicated, if we do not use this
money, and we loose the grant, Iho Federal Government is going to make us go to
Secondary Treatment and they will not give us any heir, then we will have to pay
100|2 of the cost. If if, co;;t en the average o" $125.00 on the year for each $100.00
what would it cost .for another one or two nriili MI dollars to do the job. That is one.
Second, the Federal Government says, after these last grants, all the grants have
nore guidelines added to then. In other words, the grants we are getting, we have
to provide under a certain amount of supervision from the Federal Government, how
these plants are operated. It will cost us i;; the neighborhood of about $60,000.00
a year to operate these now, under the Federal guidelines. This is going to be a
requirement of accepting these grants.
The next grants have more, if you .start looking at what you have to
quality for these other grants, it would be out of this world.
Q. R. A. Collins; This question to .r-lr. Lilly. Tflir.t was the total amount
of the improvement cost on the sewage treatment plant plus the other improvement3?
A. Tom Lilly; On the plant itself, the old figure, was $80^,000.00. In other
words, in 1972, when the engineering wau cornul.ctod and they got a cost estimate, it
vould cost $8c5,000.00j thir.; ic what, Llt.ro submitted to the Federal Government.
The Federal Government approved this and came back and said we are giving
you $60it,500.00 to work this project, tjo have received approval of the grant, in
other words they have approved and we have the $6oU,500.00 waiting to start the
project on. Now, before; just on that one project, we have gone back: What is it
going to cost now, with the inflationary trend for everything, and the new figures
are $1,555,000.00 with '(*? notching rru.ncy frora the SPA is $1,166,250.00.

Mayor Gibson;

.A.

Torn Lilly;

A'

- a -'- A « Collins;

Q-

Then llitro has to c-cao up w.'.th the difference?

Yes, wi tb rou,;;alv $aCO,COO.OO.
The "jrount is f>388,000.00, as presently calculated.

Q* R > A - Co U ins; To Mr. Lill.>. Will the Rock Branch Public Service
District pay anything to this plant project?
A. Tom Lilly; The arreerient that the Idtro Sanitsry Board and the Rock
Branch Public Service District reached, was to treat their sanitation. They have in
for a grant, they have received the grant, however, this would be contingent on
someone agreeing to treat their TJaetes.
The Idtro Sanitary- Board has entered into ?Ji agreement with the Rock
Branch Public Service District and, I might add it is a very good agreement for the
City of Hitro, why I say for the Gi by of Nitro, ic tlv o the operation costs and the
cost of building the secondary plant, money is going :-o come from them on this. In
other words, the difference in liaviu- a plant to service say 10,000 people and treat
it, and r. plant to service 12,500 people, i r roughly $55,000.00 additional cost
factor. Rook Branch is putting up the difference in vhat useage they would be having;
really what it amounts to is, since they are doing this, it actually reduces our
cost factor on the operations.
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It is a good agreement that they did enter into, and it was beautiful
that ii happened at this particular time, because this could be geared in to keep
onr rates down. This is why when they were trying to solicit the Sanitary Board to
enter on to our syntax, we said lots find out what it would cost us to enter into
St. Alb an s, and let them build a larger setup, arid treat all our sewage. After we
found out the cost factor in this, i t seemed better to go ahead with what we initially
had proposed to do here.
Dr. Allen; I would like for Doug Bess, with is Union Carbide interest and
experience, to make a few comments, with everyone seem to think we may not have enough
money, or are not going to have enough money, he may make a comment on the Carbide
experience along the lines of the costs of materials.
Mr. Bess; Carbide ic running into the situation now, just in general buying,
of large pieces of equipmen t for new facilities that are being installed, where the
delivery times are becoming outrageous. You cannot get a firm price quoted on a
piece of equipment now: you will get todays price, but when you pruch&se the equipment you purchase it- at the then current price. In the past we have run into the
situation whsre they would provide r;<-!;.c potential estimation in delivery, but at the
present thine each piece of equipment, we buy we will pay the price that is current
when it is ready for deliver'7, ".Je are running into 9° weeks in delivery time when
it use to take less than a year. fe are also having our own problems of having
estimated a cost of a project a couple of year:? ago, and decided to build it today,
and find that it h-s inflated quite seriously.
This is most certainly a universal problem, by their refusing to quote
on something, unless they Ivve the material on hand and can do tho job the next day.
Mr. I-Iaguire, you asked a question -'bout the cause of the rate increase.
noticed that Mr. Krisher stated in a letter that overall sewer rate increases is
somewhat higher than oriajioaiall o f f e r e d , but he says that there is an approximate
lOf- ir.creaco, and he attributes that to tha change in the cost of the project.

I

I l£ypr_ Gibson; I wculd like to elaborate a little on the Rock Branch sgreenerit.
'fe did enter int.) an agroemcn^ honevor^ we are not responsible in any way for any
maintenance of their linos. Ml ""n. have agreed to do is accept their sewage end to
give them a fair price. Again thl;:- will hava to be approved by the Public Service
-'Co'-Tirii-scion. /ll wo arc willing to o j and all r? have agreed to do is to treat their
sewage at a fair arico to th? City ;.-f hia'arc ana :a Fock Branch Public Service "istriat,
l-fe will not go to Rock Branch, we ar=? not responsible to them in any
:i'.rmsr for their mrir; tenants. Thev ha'vo organized ? ,'ublis Service District of
their own, and they altm murt •'leal, wiih the l u h l - c Service Commission.
^*

^d liagjrjre:

h/hen do ^or ea-pa-ci U - vote 0:1 this as a City Council?

A'
*^ror_ 'jibson: Tbic will no up to t'n; Council, but there is a chance
tha'o thsy :,.a/ vote on it in th.c: next Council ranting, a.nd a slight chance th?.t we
nay call a special meeting.

I-,r. Bess: I would like to make a roip.ruG.rit. In '..-ur dj.scussion with the Gouiaoil,
as you kno-- tho last time, r..T: h,,d a j \iblic meeting, which was immediately followed, b a
"the Council meting, a. nrof or of -the C'->uairil nicaiberc have rarde it clear tc the
Sanitara; Buard th:.t rre wore puehing /h.c Ccnnoil 'tryir.j tr got them to expedite their
approval. It was expressed by several OouJicil .\e:ibercr "that they did not want to get
into that 3 J i , r a t i . - n a-air:, hhat the r wanted to .ave cone t:; r between this publi:
hearing and the na"t co..vn;,,,; a" the Git;/ Council. ThiG, ir. rase sonething would

be brought up that c-nxld not be immediately .-'/lingered, and some chance for Council
to reflect upon the comi.ientr made by the public.
Keith Prjddy; If I V'.-.ay summarize ny o^iuion on this project that we are
considering now. ;Jhon we hrd the origional rM:,e increase ordinance, I had misgivings about it, and bec;;ut>'? I \r-.\s not re,->l r'.-)nilir.r with the engineering and the
accounting that had gone into it, .->;n<\n afloi: i-rc lv 0 the conference with 'the
RID lie Service Commission, I had some further doubts. All this has been re-engineered, since that tine, the accountants has taken the engineers cost figures thr,t he
has to have to build the plant, aid 1 OP satisfied that the accountants have put this
on a more equitable basis by lowering the minimum. Thr.t was one of my big hang- up s,
I knew there were people on i:>~ed incomes, bo go from $2.60 to $5-10 and use less
than 2,000 gallons of water, just didn't hold right. I am satisfied with the new
rate structure that it is on an equitable basis, we have no choice but to build the
plant, and supposedly our engineers and our account ants are qualified, certified
people, and anyone you go t-.: for an opinion, if you are not going to accept their
expertise, then you are wasting your t.jjrie a:r:; theire to go to them to begin with.
I feel that our main objective at this tino j.c to go ahead with the
project, xjhatevcr decision ir, in,- d o ',. '' \rc do docido to rdopt this Rate Ordinance, we
con break ground and not loose Ihi-j Voder..!. vuviev that ic involved. It would put
all of us in a very embarrassing a:iv.u.".<tion to loo 50 the grant, and still have to go
ahead with the plant. I fool it is -:c equitable an it can be made and I an sure that
?.s the Mayor pointed out awhile ago, if the Public Service Commi ssion does not feel
that it is, they are not bashful about lehtinj; us knot;.
Q. A. Gab any : Coin- back on this price a^ain, if this rate increase goes
through, when do you expect the customer to have t.-> start paying? ^J.so, then if it
goes through, and. you start y«-ur construction, when do you expect construction to
be ended so that the new people that ?re jetting the benefits of it will start paying their fair share?
A. Ilayor Gibgon : '-Turabcr onej it i:; our understanding that the Public Service
Commission will not allov/ us to ch;,r_~e ;irtyo:ie for sewage treatment, unless they are
in fact being allowed to tie on and take advarrtage of the facilities.
It ie n Pub 'lie Jorvice QirianiGs^or; ?"uling that they will not allow us to
charge raiyone for a -service t)ut the,/ ;>vc, not supplied with.
Q* A« Gabaiiy ; That is not answering m,y question, if the rate goes through,
when do those persons on the system start p, vying the new rate? After the construction gets started, when do you expect it to be ended, so that the new people who
are not p?j/"ing rates at rll ifill have to start paying their fair share.
Gibson: The first thing is going to be to up-grade our prionary
treatment plant, to second rry sewage treatment. Those who are already tied in, when
this plant is completed., then nt that time they would have to start paying. Not
before then, the plent will be completed, maybo a year to a year and a half. It
depends on how fast the contractor can get the job completed. . This was the opinion
that we received during our conference with the Public Service ("foiraui ssion .
A . Douglasi Beos stated that the date for completion must be by mid 1977.
am guessing the constructs or. period w?ll bo ~-\r to 1? months.

I

A.. Tnri_Io.ll.v : In dorr i<'ic:' lion of thip,. there is two that is being started.
In other wc~cls,~~V'7c''"Vr; .gr.v.rp wi.ll start on t^o plant itself, convert from primary to
secondary treatment; "t the. G-'J:IG i-ir-e we arc hopeful V> let contracts to the extension
lines to" great; that 'arc not sewagcd at this tjuo, we -re hoping that it will all be

completed during the same interim. There again it would all depend on how fast we
can get people to do this, when they car, get the materials, etc.
In response to your second quest! n ; until you actually get useage of the
secondary } you do not pay j r . y addiii ^al rate. The nor persons not currently being
sewered at this tine, u.; .til fie li •. •;: are in, ; ••:?;.? d-j • >t start paying for it. You
must receive the benefit bcr'^re yov.. !i-y for i 1 ,
In the interim, rs have v:i have tki •: mono.; to pay the contractors before,
this is where the bond indeatediier;;-.: comes in.
,e id.ll have a lot of out-go, but no
income from it, so this is the possibility of 1L; months to tiro years paying for all
this construction. How it works is -' contractor cornea in, does a months work, then
submits a bill to the Contracting Of :"Iocr, which will be in ,?11 probability, the
Mayor. The Contracting Officer, t i i e u has to ) : - v e thi::; Certified by one of the current
engineers, making sure this .ir. correct. Then Mas is aent on. to the Federal Government, they send back their 71-v.', vre h.--.\e to h;vvo our 2 1 ' ' to p?.y this man. Generally
it is two months after he hrr-, rtubnd!.«ed his f i r ^ t bil" before he gets his first check.
The contractor is working tvo or ohr.^e months '>;'Pore li • ,^ets his first payment. This
goes on and on until complel/on o f I he total i • • > • • tract, they must be inspected and
certified before any revenue is .-^ri-.oi'atod.
At this point Mayor Gibr-on asked ;: .' there -/ore any other questions. As
there were no further quest!, us, I-i~y.tr Gibson outerbp,iaed the motion that the meeting
be adjourned.
The motion for adjournment vras mado by Cou. oilman at Large, Dr. R. V.
Allen, and seconded by Gounciljaan I>Tfoy Harm.
All present voted una.n;irK'usly for •xl'journii! -:;nt.
Re snec tf ully Submitted :

Constance J. Stephens
Secretary-Treasurer

Via. D. Gibson
Mayor-Chalrman/Nitro Sanitary Board

Tom Melton
Nltro City Recorder
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tif Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher o: the n<-v\spaper t-ntillc'i Uie Kan«>\vha VaJley Leader; that I have been duly
•authorized by the Board of Directors of (he corponuion !o execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior u> publi'catum of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularity published weekly, for at leas! fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality «f Nitro, Kanawha and
I*utnarn Counties; West Virginia: that such ueuspaper is a n'nvspap 1 r of "g«>n»M-al circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three. Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virjjmia. l«):|i , as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties^ the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, ami Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages,- exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice-of;

Notice of Public Meeting, Sept. 6, 1974
.
City of Nitro
:,
,"

,

'; '*"•'.
V. .'•"•-.-.'.

'L - ' ' " '

*5 *J

was published in said newspaper once a week for . . . .? successive wc< ks commencing with the issue of the.,.,. . day o f . .
A u g u s t . . , ( 1 9 . . 7.4, an d ending With the issue o f . 2^. .day o f . August. .. 19. .7.4 ., and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was . . . . . 9 . . . . . .
'
'

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this, . .5. . . day o f . .Sept..., 19.7.4 . . .
M\n expires
v'.urif} 13., 19.8.2

\,

•'•'
t,

. .

Notary i'dblic of .."^VZT/.ifiir.-..V.i. ... County,.
West Vio,;nh

~.

f

LEADER
1 ST AVENUE A! 35 ! " STREET

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
to wit.:

I. .M.. K. Buster j$ejng first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that 1 am ....... Mart
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled (he Kanawha Valley Leader; that 1 have been duly
authorized by the Hoard of Directors of the Corporation to exocuio this affidavit of Publication; that such ttewspa per has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice 'described below; that such newspaper is
''tvtfularily published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that sin'h newspaper is a newspaper of 'general circulation," as that term is defined in
1 Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the < 'ode of West Virginia, 1WI, as amended, Within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of N i t i o and the Municipalities of F'ooa, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
.'newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; Ihat such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices, the annexed notice of :

Proposed Ordinance
Operation, Maintenance, Sewage Disposal System
City of Nitro
was published in said newspaper once a week for ..?... successive weeks commencing with the issue of the .'.22. day of
" JtaSV1?.^.... 19.7 4. ,,and ending with the issue of . .2.9. .day of . August. ., 19. 7.4 ., and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was ..§231, 54
,

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this . 5.
My commission expires .............. .J.une.. .1.?..'.. J:.982 .....

day of . S.ept, ., 19. 7.4 .

. .tary Public of. ..>f.-z'<&.*.

:... County,
West Virginia

1st AVENUE A r - ' 3 5 i r t STREET

NiTRO, WEST
VIRGINIA 25143
'
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OK WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF

.....

*

%*>.

_ .

.....

.

.....

to wit .

' I, *.*.*.• . . « b e i n g first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am
«f Kanawha Valley leader, Inc., publisher Of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I hat* been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper hat
' been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that sin* newspaper is
},
.
•
«
"
•
/
'
.
'
*
regularity published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
; Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that sui-h newspaper is a newspaper oi "general circulation," as that term is defined In
Article Three, Chapter Fifty nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, Within the publication areas of Putnam
* and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resort* for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
• announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and otln-r notices; the annexed notice of :

Addition to Proposed Amendment
To Sanitary Sewer Rate
«

City of

Nitro

, :.
-

/
;•

was published in said newspaper once a week for . . < ? . . . successive weeks commencing with the issue of the 3 ?. . . day of . .
August . ; ., 19. .74 anrf ending with the issue of 2 '). day of August . .,19. 7.4. ., and that the cost of publishing said
g 1 c oq
annexed notice was ..*...'... . . .

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this .. 5. .. day of . .Sept. ., 19.74
y commission expires
June
' 1982
•\

:j"

}

.?fv?.;.r. . . . ..County,
West Virginia

Notary Publ ic of . . /..'?. ~.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN O R D I N A N C E
RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE
DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE
DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES
TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND
THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE
SERVICE RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND
FOR THE CINSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION
AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT
SANITARY SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY
OF NITRO AND SEWER SYSTEMS EXTENSIONS FOR
40th STREET AND R I V E R D E L L ACRES, AND THE
IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE
SERVICES R E N D E R E D BY THE SECONDARY TREATMENT
SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM.

-

W H E R E A S , the City of N i t r o , Kanawha and Putnam Counties,

West V i r g i n i a , presently own a sanitary sewage system and proposes
to acquire and construct a secondary treatment sanitary sewage
system supplying sewer system in and to the City of Nitro and
surrounding territory, and sewer system extensions for 40th Street
and Riverdell Acres; and
WHEREAS, the West V i r g i n i a Department of Natural Resources
has cited the City of Nitro,—which c i t a t i o n required the said City
to cease and desist from p o l l u t i n g the Great Kanawha River with the
sewage from said City, and to construct a secondary sanitary sewage
system; and
WHEREAS, the compliance w i t h the citation of the West
Virginia Department of Natural Resources required the construction
and acquisition of a secondary sanitary sewage system in the City
of Nitro; and
WHEREAS, the City of N i t r o , in order to promote the health,
safety, and welfare of the people of the City and to comply with
the citation of the West V i r g i n i a Department of Natural Resources
aforesaid, deems it a d v i s a b l e to construct and acquire a secondary
sanitary sewage system and extensions of the existing system for
residents of 40th Street and Riverdell Acres; and

WHEREAS, the estimated cost of the acquisition and
construction of a secondary s a n i t a r y sewage system and extensions
according to estimates prepared by Robert Y. Hayne, of A p p a l a c h i a n
Engineers, Inc., Consulting Engineers is approximately $1,555.000.00
and
WHEREAS, the City does not have available funds for the
construction and acquisition of the addition to its present sanitary
sewage system as required by the c i t a t i o n of the West V i r g i n i a
Department of Natural Resources; and
WHEREAS, the C i t y of Nitro does not have funds w i t h i n the
sources now a v a i l a b l e to it to pay the costs of administration,
management, operation, maintenance, a c q u i s i t i o n , enlargement and
replacement of the present sanitary sewage system, and the
intercepting sewer l i n e s , p u m p i n g stations, treatment works and
appurtenances; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to impose rates
and charges for the use of the services afforded by theproposed
secondary sanitary sewage system to obtain such funds; and
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency of the
United States of America as authorized to grant the City of Nitro
through the West V i r g i n i a Department of Natural Resources the
amount of $1,166,250.00 or seventy five (75%) percent of the cost
of the project, and w h i c h grant- requires the said City of demonstrate
to the Environmental Protection Agency of United States of America,
its ability to pay the remaining cost of said project; and
WHEREAS, it is the o b l i g a t i o n of the producers of sewage
and industrial waste to supply such revenue to the City 1n an
equitable manner and in proportion to the service rendered to the
benefits derived; and

WHEREAS, the City of N i t r o , is authorized under the
authority of Chapter 8, Article 8, of the West V i r g i n i s Code of
1931, as last amended, to fix, establish, and maintain, by
ordinance, just and equitable rates or charges for the use of the
services and facilities to be rendered upon completion of any
works and system necessary to comply with any citation issued by
»
the West V i r g i n i a Department of Natural Resources; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, after
proper investigation has determined that the rates and standards
for the use of the secondary sanitary sewage system and the
computation of rates to be charged therefor as fixed by this
ordinance are reasonable, necessary and proper for the work required
to be done by the citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources aforesaid, and have petitioned the City Council of the
City of Nitro, to enact this ordinance establishing such rates and
standards; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro has previously
enacted an Ordinance providing for rates and standards for the use of
the existing sanitary sewage system; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that the certain Ordinances
previously enacted by the City Council of the City of Nitro, entitled,
"AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION,
AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO,
THE DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY
SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM" is amended, to reflect the following
new .rates for the construction, acquisition, operation and maintenance
of a secondary sanitary sewage system, but in all other regulations and
such ordinances shall remain in full force and effect unless otherwise
Amended by this Ordinance.

' 1

DIVISION 1-- Amending Division 5-SEWER S E R V I C E SCHEDULE OF RATES:

1.

There is hereby levied and assessed against all

owners* tenants, or occupants of each and every lot or parcel of
real estate or b u i l d i n g h a v i n g any active connection with the
public sanitary sewage system or otherwise discharging sewage,
»
Industrial wastes, water or other l i q u i d s , either directly or
Indirectly unto said system or any part thereof, a service charge
payable as hereinafter provided for and in the amount hereinafter
provided.
2.

The service charge for any owner, tenant, or occupant

of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or b u i l d i n g situated
w i t h i n or outside the corporate l i m i t s of the City of N1tro, h a v i n g
any connection with the City's p u b l i c sanitary sewage system and
discharging sewer, i n d u s t r i a l wastes, water or other liquids into
said system, shall be as follows:

iCHE_DULELJL1
A p p l i c a b l e w i t h i n the corporate l i m i t s of the City of
Nltro.
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE
A v a i l a b l e for sanitary sewer service.
RATE (Based upon the metered amount of water supplied)
First
Next
Next
Next
Next
A l l over

2,000
3,000
25,000
70,000

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

used
used
used
used

per
per
per
per

month
month
month
month

100,000 g a l l o n s used per month
200,000 g a l l o n s used per month

$ 1.55
1.30
1.00
.88
.70
.54

MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE - 2,500 gallons per month

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

$3.75

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY

The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid In full
w i t h i n (10) days of the date of b i l l , ten percent (10%) w i l l
be added to the net amount shown.

gallons!
gallon!
gallons]
gallons!
gallons!
gallons]

QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly
or by-monthly b a s i s , providing no lower charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY

On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy
buildings, each family or business unit shall be required
to pay not less than the minimum monthly charge herein
established. Motels and hotels shall pay according to the
metered amount of water used. So-called mobile homes or
hjOuse trailers grouped on so-called trailer courts will be
billed like any other multiple-occupancy units.
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites
other than a park or court shall be b i l l e d in the same
manner as any other family or business unit and, 1f applicable,
subject to the multiple occupancy provision of this rate
schedule.
SCHEDULE l_2

Applicable outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATE (Based on the metered amount of water supplied)
First

Next
Next
Next
Next
All over

2,,000 gal 1 ons
3,,000 gal 1 ons
25,,000 gal 1 ons
70,,000 gal 1 ons
100,,000 gal 1 ons
200,,000 gal 1 ons

used
used
used
used
used
used

per
per
per
per
per
per

month
month
month
month
month
month

$1.94
1.63
1.25
1.10
.88
.67

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

gal lot

gallons?
gallons
gallons
gallons
gal Ions

MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE - 2,500 gallons per month - - $4.70
DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY

The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full
within ten (10) days of the date of b i l l , ten percent (10%)
will be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING

The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly
or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY
On apartment b u i l d i n g s , or other m u l t i p l e occupancy b u i l i n g s ,
each family or business unit shall be required to pay not
less than the minimum monthly charge herein established. Motels
and hotels shall pay according to the metered amount of water
used. So-called mobile homes or house trailers grouped on
so-called trailer courts will be b i l l e d like any other multiple
occupancy units.

House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites
other than a park or court shall be billed in the same manner
as any other family or business unit and, if applicable,
subject to the m u l t i p l e occupancy provision of this rate
schedule.
SCHEDULE

'i

IN Dp STRIAL SERVICE

The charge for the treatment of industrial waste w i l l be
calculated on the basis of the following formula:
Ci=VoVi+BoBi+SoSi

Ci=charge to industrial users per year.
Vo=average unit cost of transport and treatment
chargeable to volume, in dollars per gallon.
V1=Volume of waste water from industrial users, in
gal Ions per year.
Bo=average unit of cost of treatment, chargeable to
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), in dollars per pound.
Bi=weight of BOD from industrial users, In pounds per
year.
So=average unit cost of treatment (including sludge
treatment) chargeable to total solids, in dollars per
pound.
Si=weight of total solids from industrial users, in
pounds per year.
When and industrial user is to be served, a preliminary
study of its waste, and the cost of transport and treatment thereof
w i l l be made. Waste containing materials which, 1n the judgment
of the Sanitary Board, should not be introduced into the sewer
system need not be handled by it. The results of this preliminary
study w i l l be used to determine the feasibility of the proposed
sewer service and the charge thereof, based upon the formula set
out above.

Thereafter, industrial sewage w i l l be monitored on a regular
basis at the conclusion of each fiscal year, based on the investi gatioif
aforesaid and audit of Sanitary Board records, new costs figures will
be calculated for use in the above formula. The cost of establishing
the monitoring facilities shall be paid by the industrial user.
%
Based on these audited figures, additional b i l l i n g s covering the
past fiscal year w i l l be made for payment by each industrial user,
or refund given by the Sanitary Board, as the case may be. Such
audited figures w i l l be used for the preliminary billing for the
next fiscal year, at the end of which an adjustment will be made as
aforesaid.

SCHEDULE # 4

APPLICABLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE
CITY OF NITRO.
Where the amount of sanitary sewage discharge Into the
Nitro waste treatment system by certain industrial plant
or plants cannot be accurately determined by the use of
the plant's water meter or meters, a special formula
will be used whereby such plant or plants will pay to
tjhe Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro a sewer charge
calculated at fifty (50) gallons of water per each employee
at the plant each working day.
SCHEDULE f 5

Applicable inside and outside the Corporate limits of the
City of Nitro.
SERVICE CONNECTION FEE

1.

Service Connection Inspection Fee - $25.00
To apply where the service connection 1s in place
ready for the owner to connect, generally at the
property line.

2.

Service Connection Fee - $150.00
To apply where an opening must be made by the Sanitary
Board in said Sanitary Board's collector sewer, and
service line laid from such opening (tap) to owner's
property line.

Gibson replied that both he and Councilman Priddy have talked
with Mr. Ken Judy-of-Appalachian Power and they are working
on it. Right now, however, he is unable to give us an exact
time.
Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made the motion for adjournment,
which was seconded by Councilman Paul Hill. The motion carried.

Mayor, William^. Gibson

Recorder Tom Melton

Affidavit of Publication
No.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:
I,

• -n

Q] Sunday Gazette-Mail

t.nvn^h

of the

Q Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaper Q Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
swear that the annexed notice of

T^n-

T^r; • ' . o - : n . > rv..

was duly published in said paper once a
successive

r-

day of

'"

T't.h

**••"

for

"•

commencing with the issue of the
.

, 19 7)'

:-h

, and ending with the issue of the

day of_

./ 19

^1 , and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the

""'-•-_

Dates' Published:

day of_

>

?,

'*

"-^-•t,._

0-

?!i

J

'

:>

jbscribed and sworn to before me this 3°

0^

' »

n

, 19

„

> - » -

day of • ' ? 4 '" . 19.

Notary Public of Kanawha'County, West Virginia
My Commission expires
Printer's Fee $

-? '

!.O

_

/" ^i .,. ^T,.,r -i ^ i'')nn
'
' ~ »
/

'

ACCT-7

^!.

Affidovit of Publication
No.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:
I,

'•'.?"-*

I""! Sunday Gazette-Mail

of the

|~j Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaper p-j Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
swear that the annexed notice of

was duly published in said paper once a
successive _

•,:

day of

^'"v

for

_

commencing with the issue of the _

* .

"' "

, 19 7k . and ending with the issue of the
, 19

day of

"i\\ and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the _

:

day of _

•"""" •_

, 1 9 7l

Date/ Published:

: , -'% 21', ^, ?.f>,27, 28, B<\

"^M
day of_

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

Notary Public of KanawhaJCounty, West Virginia
My Commission expires
Printers Fee $

..--,,.,. .- r

"I ''

~

f's'V',

~ '' - ' - • ' ' •

'

ACCT-7

Affidavit of Publication
No.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:
I
*i

' • n • ••-r^ T-.-.-1-,

Q Sunday Gazette-Mail

of the

(3 Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaper [~] Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
swear that the annexed notice of

'

was duly published in said paper once a
successive
day of

'

for

°

commencing with the issue of the
•'''••
_day

, 19 ?'•

, and ending with the issue of the

.' 19 7-1

of_

, and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the

'"" "^

day of_

opt._

Dates' Published:

t,. ?1, ??, 3!, ?5, 2^, 27, 2R, • • ' , 197L

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

, 19 T

-.19

Hday of_

Notary Public of Kanawha'County, West Virginia
My Commission expires
Printer's Fee $__!"_

_)
'

ACCT-7

Affidavit of Publication
No.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Kanawha County, to-wit:
of the

I,

nSunday Gazette-Mail

Q Charleston Gazette, a daily Democratic

newspaper ffi Daily Mail, a daily Republican newspaper, published in
the City of Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia, do solemnly
swear that the annexed notice of

i V>- reroof Cit--

was duly published in said paper once a
successive

al

for

commencing with the issue of the _
-7 I .

day of

'
_day of_

_, 19

, and ending with the issue of the
" •"•*•,.
"'I;
^
, 19
_, and was posted

at the front door of the Court House of said Kanawha County, West
Virginia, on the_
Date Published:

_day of_

., 1°.
;>],, 3$, -?$t 27, 2%

ubscried and sworn to before me this

day of

, 197L

1 9_

Notary Public of Kanawha3County, West Virginia
My Commission expires_
Printer's Fee $
ACCT-7

LEADER
1 S1 AVENUE

AT 3 5 T H STREET

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF ..... ?U™AM

............

to wit:

I, r r
. . , being first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I have been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularity published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that such newspaper is a newspaper of "general circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice of:
INVITATION TO BID

1975 Police Cruiser

was published in said newspaper once a week for . . A . . successive weeks commencing with the issue of the. 26 .day of. .
. .S.eP.t . * . . . . , 19. 7 4 ., and ending with the issue of. 2.6. . . day of .Sept.
, 19.74. ., and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was .$5.. .6.8
U-

,...V

Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this. .26. .day of. Sep.t/.. .,19.74
. .
.
June 13, 1982
My commission expires

Notary Public o f . : <

FORM OF A F F I D A V I T RECOMMENDED BY THF WEST VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION

'.s&:. '„.,,.. County,
West Virginia

1S1 AVENUE AT 35IH STREET

nf

SEP 2 7 l

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
AFFIDAVIT

OF

PUBLICATION

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF

.....

............

, to wit:

I, M ? K. Buster being first duly sworn upon my oath, do depose and say that I am
Manager
of Kanawha Valley Leader, Inc., publisher of the newspaper entitled the Kanawha Valley Leader; that I have been duly
authorized by the Board of Directors of the corporation to execute this affidavit of Publication; that such newspaper has
been published for more than one year prior to publication of the annexed notice described below; that such newspaper is
regularily published weekly, for at least fifty weeks during the calendar year, in the Municipality of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia; that such newspaper is a newspaper of "general circulation," as that term is defined in
Article Three, Chapter Fifty-nine of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, within the publication areas of Putnam
and Kanawha Counties, the City of Nitro and the Municipalities of Poca, Bancroft, Eleanor, and Buffalo; that such
newspaper averages in length four or more pages, exclusive of any cover, per issue; that such newspaper is circulated to
the general public at a definite price or consideration; that such newspaper is a newspaper to which the general public
resorts for passing events of a political, religious, commercial and social nature and for current happenings,
announcements, miscellaneous reading matters, advertising and other notices; the annexed notice of:

INVITATION TO BID
Reroofing of City Hall, Garage, & Fire Station

was published in said newspaper once a week for. 1.. . successive weeks commencing with the issue of the ?.^ . day of
. .SeP.t.v . . . , 19. 7.4., and ending with the issue o f . 2 6 . . day o f . Se.Pt:
, 19.74. ., and that the cost of publishing said
annexed notice was .. .$.5...6.8. . . .

k
Taken, subscribed and sworn to before me in my said county this 26. .. day o f . .Sept...., 19.74
June' 13, 1982
My commission expires

Notary Public of . .;.•;'.<<rc.<?.;f.>:7., County,
West Virginia
FORM OF A F F I D A V I T Rl-COMMENDED BY THE W t S T VIRGINIA PRESS ASSOCIATION
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

October 1, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on October 1, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those
present included Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Dewey Mann and
Councilman Paul Hill. Also present for the meeting were City
Attorney Frank Armada and Street Superintendent Gene Williams.
Absent were Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist and Councilman
Thomas Lilly.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Mayor Gibson reported that Councilman at Large Tidquist
was on vacation and stated that he was sorry to have to report
that Councilman Lilly was in St. Mary's Hospital due to injuries
resulting from an automobile accident. The mayor stated that he
had been in touch with Mrs. Lilly, and three of the councilmen
had been to visit Mr. Lilly at the hospital.

I

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 17, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a
copy of the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had
been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy made a motion for approval of the minutes, which
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. The vote
of approval was unanimous.
SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder,
read the following financial report:
Cash balance as of September 1, 1974

30,267.11

Receipts for the month of September

31,036.48
61,303.59

Disbursements

37,583.52

Balance September 30, 1974

23,720.07

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING THE ADOPTION OF THE
SOUTHERN" STANDARD FIRE PREVENTION CODE (1974 EDITION); Mr. Tom
Melton,City Recorder, read the following ordinance!

I

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
"Save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted,
modified, or amended, the 1974 edition of the Southern
Standard Fire Prevention Code adopted as the Fire
Prevention Code of the City and incorporated by reference
herein as fully as if set out verbatim and from the date
on which this chapter shall take effect shall be governing
and controlling for the purposes therein set forth,
mentioned and described."

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that this be accepted as
the first reading. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded. Approval was
unanimous.
BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR 1975 POLICE CRUISER: Councilman Paul
Hill, Chairman of the Police Department Committee, announced that
three bids had been received. These were opened and read as follows
Childers Chevrolet, $4,458.87 less the
trade in allowance of $468.87

$3,990/00

C & 0 Motors, $4,523.43 less the
trade in of $400.00

$4,123.43

Capitol Chrysler Plymouth $5,144.83 less
trade in of $500.00

$4,644.83

I

Councilman Paul Hill made a motion that this matter be given
to the Police Department Committee with authority to act after
the specifications have been checked. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
seconded the motion, and all present voted in favor.
BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR REROOFING OF CITY BUILDING GARAGE AND
FIRE DEPARTMENT:" Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building
and Planning Committee, passed out the four bids to be opened, as
follows:
Don Ray Roofing Company
South Charleston, West Virginia

$10,820.00

Harris Bros. Roofing
Charleston, West Virginia

$10,277.00

Hills General & Painting Co.
Charleston, West Virginia

$22,562.50

Tri State Roof and Sheet Metal Co.
Charleston, West Virginia

$12,536.00

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that this be given
to the Building & Planning Committee with authority to act. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy asked about the funding for this project,
and wanted to know if it had been established that the money was
available. Mayor Gibson replied that the money is available.
Whether it will come from the general fund or Revenue Sharing
hasn't been decided yet. Councilman at Large Priddy told Council
that he had discussed the question of funds that afternoon with
Councilman Lilly while visiting him at the hospital. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen stated that something had to be done soon.
Mayor Gibson agreed and said "Winter is just around the corner."
After a brief discussion, the motion was brought to a vote. All
present voted in favor of the motion except Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy.

I

I

9

I

I

COLUMBIA GAS COMPANY'S REQUEST TO INSTALL A GROUND BED IN
THE AREA OF RIDENOUR PARKT Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, gave
the following report:Columbia Gas Company wants to install
certain items in regard to protecting their pipeline which is
already across the area. In so doing they will of necessity have
to remove the top soil, disturb the terrain, etc. According to
their agreement, this would all be put back in proper condition.
However, we have had problems with proper seeding in some areas
and it could happen in this area which already has a drainage
problem. Mr. Armada feels that the Columbia Gas Company should
pay the city for the use of this property, since they will need
future access to the area too, and there is the possibility of
problems in the future. The matter was turned over to Mr. Armada
to see if he could reach a satisfactory agreement with Columbia
Gas Transmission Corp.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTS IN EACH WARD:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,Chairman of the Street Light
Committee, stated that he has recommendations from two wards,
and that he should have all of them in time to give a report at
next council meeting. Councilman Dewey Mann gave the report
for his ward. He stated that he has made a survey, and he feels
that lights are needed on 24th through 39th between First and
Second Avenues. Also on 40th Street in the same area. He also
feels a light is needed on East 31st Street near house No. 71.
A burned out light needs to be replaced at the corner of 40th
Street and Easter Road. Councilman Mann stated that people are
very pleased with the possibility of getting additional lights,
and also that he has heard compliments on our garbage service.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. David
Tidquist of Nitro Junior High requesting permission to have a
parade on October 4, 1974, Friday evening before their homecoming
football game, and asking for police escort. The motion for
approval was made by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and
was seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt. All present voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson also read a letter from the Nitro Fire
Department asking permission for a parade on October 10, 1974,
during Fire Prevention Week. Again the motion for approval
was made by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt. All present voted in favor.

I

Mayor Gibson announced that the gentleman who had made a
bid to purchase the 1969 garbage truck and dump bed had been in
and had made the purchase. Mayor Gibson also asked that Council
give serious consideration to selling the 1948 Model Ford Fire
Truck, and the 1953 Model Ford panel truck which was replaced
recently with the purchase of the new Fire Department emergency
truck. He suggested that this be given to the Fire Department
Committee for study and let them make a report perhaps by the
next council meeting.
The Mayor reported that Trick or Treat night has been

discussed recently, and other nearby municipalities had decided
on October 31. Council agreed it should be on that date and the
hours should be from 6 to 9 P.M. Councilman at Large Priddy made
a motion for the approval of this , and it was seconded by Councilman
Vernon Casebolt. All present voted in favor.

I

Mayor Gibson gave each councilman a list of the revised
committees which included the addition of two new committees.
(1) Consumer Protection Committee and (2) Emergency Ambulance
Service Committee. A copy of the revised committee list is attached
hereto and made a part hereof.
Tom Melton, Recorder:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt had a request
from some residents in his ward that the curb at Juniper Street
and Main Avenue, and Dogwood and Main Avenue be painted yellow for
15 feet, if possible, from the corner. When cars are parked near
the corner, it is impossible to see oncoming traffic on Main Avenue.
Mr. Gene Williams, Street Supt. , was asked to have this checked.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that the Storm Drain Committee had met with the city engineer,
Mr. Hayne, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 1974, to discuss the recommendations made for the storm drains at Brookhaven. The Storm Drain
Committee would like to recommend that we proceed with the first
alternate plan listed in the engineer's report. Councilman at Large
Priddy made a motion that we advertise this for bids according to the
specifications in the engineering report. Councilman Dewey Mann
seconded the motion. It was agreed that more detailed specifications
would have to be prepared by Appalachian Engineering, Inc. The vote
of approval was unanimous .

I

Councilman at Large Dr. R V. Allen: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen asked about the possibility of making two or three parking
spaces to be designated for 5-minutes only in front of City Hall,
for people who are stopping only long enough to pay bills, etc. He
asked if someone could observe for a few days and see if this is
needed. Mayor Gibson stated that there was a parking problem, and
requested that Mr. Melton assist him in watching the traffic pattern.
Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann wanted to know about
repairs for the bad section of 21st St. that has been damaged by a
slide. He stated that the engineer seemed to think this could best
be corrected by leveling with asphalt. Mr. Williams, Street Supt.,
stated that he has already contacted Orders and Haynes Paving Company
about making an inspection of this, and some work should be done soon.
Councilman Paul Hill;

No new business.

Councilman Paul Hill made the motion for adjournment of the
meeting which was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The motion
carried.

Mayor

Recorder
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REVISED - OCTOBER !_, 1974

Dewey Mann (Chairman)
Keith Priddy
Dr. R. V. Allen

To assist the Putnam County Health
Committee and the Putnam County
Court in their efforts to establish
an out Patient Clinic in Putnam County

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

CLINIC.COMMITTEE

Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Thomas Lilly
Dewey Mann

Paul Hill (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
Dewey Mann

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

BUILDING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

Thomas Lilly (Chairman)
Keith Priddy
Dr. R. V. Allen

Dewey Mann (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Thomas Lilly

INSURANCE COMMITTEE

ANNEXATION COMMITTEE

Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Keith Priddy
Dewey Mann

POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
Paul Hill (Chairman)
Dewey ILinn
William Pibson

Keith Priddy (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
Paul Hill

Keith Priddy (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
Dewey Mann

SIDEWALK COMMITTEE

DOG POUND COMMITTEE

Hugo Tidquist (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Vernon Casebolt

Thomas Lilly (Chairman)
Hugo Tidquist
Keith Priddy

RECP.EATIOM CO^IITTEE

COIISUMER PROTECTION COMMITTEE

SERVICE

COMMITTEE

To assist Kanawha County Court and
Putnam County Court in their efforts
to establish an ambulance service
Thomas Lilly (Chairman)
Hugo Tidquist
Keith Priddy

«

STORM DRAIN COMMITTEE
Hugo Tidquist (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Keith Priddy
STREET AND TRAFFIC COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Paul Hill
Vernon Casebolt

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Dewey Mann (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Paul Hill
William Gibson
Tom Melton

STREET LIGHT-STREET NUMBERING
AND STREET SIGN COMMITTEE
Keith Priddy (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
Paul Hill
.'

FIRE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE

Vernon Casebolt (Chairman)
Hugo Tidquist
Paul Hill
GARBAGE- HEALTH AND TRASH COMMITTEE

'

Paul Hill (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
William Gibson
BRIEF COMMITTEE GUIDELINES

1. The Chairman should cause all committee meetings to function properly,
with every member being notified in advance of said scheduled" meet ings,
2. The Chairman should cause the minutes of each committee meeting to
become a matter of public record by placing a copy of the same in the
office of the City Recorder.

William D. Gibson, Mayor

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

October 15, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on October 15, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those
present for the meeting were: Mayor William D. Gibson, City
Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, and Councilman Dewey Mann. Also
present was Street Superintendent Gene Williams. Absent were:
Councilman Paul Hill and Councilman Thomas Lilly.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 1, 1974, MEETING: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
made a motion that the minutes be approved as presented. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. All
present voted in favor.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 1974, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Dewey Mann,Chairman of the Finance Committee,remarked that
a copy of the September financial statement had been sent to each
councilman for their review, and he read the following:
Cash balance September 30,1974

33,762.39

Less outstanding checks

10,042.32

Net balance September 30, 1974

$ 23,720.07

Councilman Mann made a motion for the approval of the financial
statement. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen. The vote of approval was unanimous.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTS: Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy,Chairman of the Street Light Committee, stated
that he would like to keep this in committee until next meeting.
The committee has run into a problem of trying to locate lights
in areas where there are no poles. He stated they should have
this worked out and have a complete report by next council
meeting.

I

POSSIBILITY OF SELLING THE 1948 MODEL FORD FIRE TRUCK AND
THE 1953 MODEL FORD PANEL TRUCK: Councilman Vernon Casebolt.
Chairman of the Fire Department Committee, stated that he would
like to have these trucks advertised for bid, and have it listed
in the description of these trucks that they are in excellent
condition. Also that the committee has the right to accept or
reject all bids, and that bids should be in Council hands by
8:00 P.M. the 19th of November, 1974. Councilman at Large Hugo
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Tidquis.t asked if there would be a use for the 1953 panel truck
in some other department, or if the Fire Chief would have a
use for it. Councilman Casebolt replied that all departments
have good trucks, and this one for sale is small. Also, there
could be a problem getting parts if needed. Mayor Gibson stated
that he had discussed this with the Fire Chief, and he agreed
it should be sold. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that these
trucks be advertised and the sealed bids be opened at regular
council meeting November 19, 1974. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. The motion passed by unanimous
vote.

I

NEW BUSINESS: In the absence of Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building & Planning Committee and the Police Department
Committee, Mayor Gibson announced to Council that the order for the
new police cruiser had been awarded to Childers Chevrolet of
Nitro who gave the lowest of three bids with a price of $3,990.00;
and the bid for reroofing the city building and fire station had
been awarded to Harris Brothers Roofing Company of Charleston
who submitted the lowest of four bids for the job with a price of
$10,277.00.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Salvation Army asking
permission to use kettles or booths in Nitro to collect donations
to be used for their Christmas fund. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated that it has been the city's customary policy to cooperate
with the Salvation Army, and he made a motion that permission be
granted. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dewey Mann. All
present voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has had several inquiries from
citizens about the city not providing a school guard to help
the children cross First Avenue at 19th Street. He stated that
he has talked with Chief Craft who has checked the area, and is
in agreement with the requests that we place a school guard there.
It is the opinion of many that a school guard may be needed there
more than in other areas where we have guards. Councilman Casebolt
asked why we are unable to get a stop light for 19th and First
Avenue, as this is one of the busiest areas in town. Mayor Gibson
replied that the Department of Highways had checked, but did not
approve a light for this area, because they could not synchronize
the light with the Penn Central Railroad crossing, though one was
approved for 40th Street and First Avenue. Councilman Dewey Mann
stated that he feels the crossing at 19th Street and First Avenue
is hazardous to adults and is certainly more so for children.
He has been told by one lady that she takes her children to school
because she will not allow them to try to cross the highway, and
also that he has been told one school guard has said the area is
too dangerous for her to work in. He made a motion that this be
considered an emergency and a crossing guard be placed there.
This motion was seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt. The
question was discussed of identifying or easily seen clothing to
be worn by the crossing guard. Several suggestions were made.
The motion for a guard to be placed at 19th Street passed by
unanimous vote.
,
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Mayor Gibson stated that he has talked with Street Superintendent Gene Williams, and it has been decided that November shall
be designated as the month for special leaf and tree trimming
pick up. One truck will start in Brookhaven on November 1, and
the other one will start in Riverdell Acres on November 1, and
each work toward the center of town. This should be announced
in the paper to keep the public informed.
Mayor Gibson also said he has been asked to check and see if
some 10-minute parking spaces were needed by people stopping
long enough to pay bills here at city hall. He asked City
Recorder Tom Melton for a report on this. Mr. Melton recommended
that all four spaces on 20th Street in front of City Hall be
reserved for 10-minute parking. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that this recommendation be accepted and that the four
parking spaces in front of City Hall be limited to 10-minute
parking between the hours of 9 to 5, Monday through Friday.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist. The motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that Gene Williams, Street Superintendent,
has asked two or three asphalt paving companies for an estimate
on the amount of asphalt needed to repair 21st Street in the
area damaged by a slide. The estimate called for approximately
105 tons of asphalt to be placed in the area with proper drainage
at an approximate cost of $2,000.00. He recommended that we
advertise this for bids, so the work can be done before winter
sets in. Councilman Casebolt questioned if the money were
available for street repair. Mayor Gibson replied that we do
have a fund set aside for street repair through Revenue Sharing.
Councilman Casebolt stated that this street is traveled by a lot
of traffic, and gets busier all the time with traffic going to
Ridenour Memorial Park. He made a motion that this street repair
be advertised for bids, with bids to be in by next council
meeting at 8:00 P.M. He said some people like to bring their
bids in personally. The motion was seconded by Councilman Mann,
and was passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson also announced that Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
are drawing up specifications for the Brookhaven storm drains.
They are also doing a considerable amount of engineering at our
landfill for the proposed city garage, and are working with the
Department of Highways in an effort to clear up the water
standing by the road near the Bobby Brooks plant. They are also
working on our zoning maps which they brought down yesterday
and discussed with him. They may have to get with the City
Attorney and maybe City Council before the zoning maps are
finished. It is taking a tremendous amount of work on these
various projects.
Councilman Dewey Mann:

I

No new business.

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist asked about the proposed purchase of a salt spreader
for the street department's use this winter. He stated that

councilmen had been presented with a rough sketch of the salt
spreader, and he and Gene Williams had gone over this and marked
what they thought was needed. Councilman at Large Tidquist made
a motion that we have the specifications typed and advertise for
bids with bids to be opened in council meeting November 5, 1974.
Councilman Dewey Mann asked about the cost and was told that the
money had already been allocated for its purchase. Councilman at
Large Tidquist said the price quoted previously had been between
2 and 3 thousand dollars, but we do not know how much it will have
increased. Councilman at Large Priddy asked about the type truck
needed for pulling. Superintendent Williams replied that we will
use the Chevrolet truck we already have. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dewey Mann, and was passed by unanimous vote.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Allen told Council that the Library Committee met with the Library
Commission on October 14, 1974, and they are moving forward with
their program at the Library and hopefully they can do some work
that is necessary before winter. They are enthusiastic, and they
are doing a good job.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large Priddy
expressed concern over possibility of not being able to meet the
dates set for completion of certain projects under the first
Entitlement of Revenue Sharing Funds. Mayor Gibson replied that
he feels the time limit on the funds can be extended by written
request if we see that for some reason we are not able to complete
a project. Councilman Priddy asked when we received the first
funds under the First Entitlement period. Recorder Tom Melton
said he thought it was in December and has not been two years ago.
Councilman Priddy asked if we will be able to get started on the
treatment plant, after advertising the specifications for bid, etc.,
before the time limit expires. Mayor Gibson replied that he hopes
we can. The treatment plant plans have been approved by the West
Virginia State Health Department plus the drawings for the interceptor and collector lines. The Environmental Protection Agency
has the plans and specifications. He also said that he has written
Mr. Warren Means and requested an extension on the grant, and
while he feels sure it will be allowed, he has no guarantee of it.
Two other municipalities in the area have been awarded extensions,
and we have every reason to believe that our extension will be
granted.

I

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Vernon Casebolt said
he would like to have the city attorney look into the matter of
oil in the lake at Ridenour Park.
City Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment
which was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. The motion
carried.

Nay or

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 5, 1974
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The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on November 5, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those present
for the meeting were: Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly
and Councilman Dewey Mann. Mr Frank Armada, City Attorney, was
also present. The meeting was called to order by Mayor William D.
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 15, 1974, MEETING: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen made a motion that the minutes be approved as presented.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist and
all present voted in favor.
OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Dewey Mann, Chairman
of the Finance Committee gave the following report:

I

Cash balance September 30, 1974

23,720.07

Receipts for the month of October

90,921.98
114,642.05

Disbursements for October
Balance October 31, 1974

I

53,592.11
61,049.94

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTS IN EACH WARD:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,Chairman of the Street Light
Committee gave a report on the recommendations of each ward
councilman. In Ward I lights were recommended for No. 71 31st
Street, and in the middle of the block on 39th, 38th, 37th, 32nd,
31st, 30th and 29th Streets. In Ward II lights were recommended
for 18th, llth and 6th Streets in the middle of the block. In
Ward III lights were recommended for the corner of Boundary and
Layne; 100 block of Kanawha; corner of Kapok and DuPont; in the
middle of the block on Dogwood, Washington and Kanawha; and the
middle of the block on Minor Avenue. In Ward IV lights were
recommended for. Plank Drive, entrance to Red Oak Drive and
Michigan Avenue. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he would
supply a list showing pole numbers and where new poles might be
needed. Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion that these
recommendations be approved. Councilman Dewey Mann asked if a
light could be included for the area near the American Legion
Hall on Second Avenue. After some discussion, it was decided to
include this light in the motion for approval. Councilman Paul
Hill seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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BIDS TO BE OPENED ON PAVING OF ONE SECTION IN THE AREA OF
2129 and 2130 21st STREET:Two bids were received on this work.
Councilman Dewey Mann opened the bid from Orders & Haynes Paving
Company which quoted $26.00 a ton for approximately 100 tons of
asphalt, or a total of $2600.00 including labor. Councilman
Vernon Casebolt opened the bid from Lone Star Paving Company
which quoted $18.00 a ton for approximately 100 tons of asphalt,
or a total of $1800.00 including labor. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen asked what type of drainage was in the specifications.
Councilman Casebolt replied that the specifications requested
proper drainage with the building of a curb with asphalt if
necessary. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he feels
this will have to be watched very closely to be sure we do get
proper drainage in, because it could throw water on the people
across the street very easily. Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked about the driveways coming into the street in the area.
Superintendent Gene Williams replied that both bidders had
inspected the section of the street to be paved and had been
informed that the entrance to the driveways would have to be fixed
in such a way that cars would not drag going in or out, The bids
from both paving companies are attached hereto and made a part
hereof. (Amended Nov. 19,1974, meeting, see side of page*)
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BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR SALT SPREADER FOR PICK UP TRUCK:
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at large Hugo Tidquist,Chairman of the Special Committee, said
four sealed bids had been received as follows: Councilman Paul
Hill opened one from Machinery, Inc., of Charleston, bidding on
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1 Taco Big Scottie Jr. FOB Nitro
Delivery 30 to 45 days

Councilman

$ 1,955.00
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Councilman Dewey Mann opened one from Logan Corporation of
Nitro, bidding on
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Big Scottie Jr., FOB Saratoga
Springs, New York, delivery
30 to 45 days

1,780.00
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy opened one from Rish Equipment
Company of St. Albans, bidding on
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Swinson Model KV-200, delivery
45 days after order, FOB factory
(This is a standard model and does
not necessarily meet specifications)

2,092.50

Councilman Vernon Casebolt opened one from West Virginia Tractor
& Equipment Company of Charleston, bidding on

1

Highway Model P self-propelled
FOB Nitro, Delivery approximately 45
days. For payment within 15 days you
may deduct $81.00

1,630.00

A copy of the advertised specifications are attached hereto and
made a part hereof. Letters were received from Walker Machinery of
Charleston and Interstate Equipment of Scott Depot stating they
were unable to bid.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that these be given to
committee, with authority to act. He would like to have Councilman
at Large Tidquist work with the Street and Traffic Committee in
checking the specifications on the Salt Spreaders, and if they
meet the city's specifications, they would have authority to accept
the low bid, otherwise the second lowest bid. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy asked if we could legally give a committee the power
to act on a purchase. Mr. Frank Armada, city attorney, replied
that Council can delegate its authority to a duly constituted
committee of Council. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Paul Hill. All present voted in favor.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING THE ADOPTION OF THE
SOUTHERN"STANDARD FIRE PREVENTION CODE (1974 EDITION)?CTty
Recorder Tom Melton read the ordinance for adoption of the
Southern Standard Fire Prevention Code (1974 Edition) as follows:
"Be it ordained by the Common Council of the City of
Nitro: Save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified, or amended, the 1974 Edition
of the Southern Standard Fire Prevention Code adopted
as the Fire Prevention Code of the City and incorporated
by reference herein as fully as if set out verbatim
and from the date on which this chapter shall take
effect shall be governing and controlling for the
purposes therein set forth, mentioned and described."

I

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that it be accepted as
second reading. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion,
which passed by unanimous vote.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Muscular
Dystrophy Association asking permission to conduct a campaign for
funds in the city of Nitro during November. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion that permission be given. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly. All councilmen voted in
favor.
Mayor Gibson also read a letter from Mr. Warren Means,
Special Engineer with the West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources, to Mr. Warren Carter of the Advanced Coordination
Division, Environmental Protection Agency in Philadelphia, Pa.,
regarding the city of Nitre's Sanitary Treatment Project
No. C-540179, in which he asked for an extension of time to begin
construction on the project. A copy of this letter is attached
hereto and made a part hereof.

I

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist, Chairman of the Recreation Committee, gave a brief
report on the meeting held by the Recreation Committee on October 17,
1974. He stated that Mr. Mullins had given out reports on what had
been done this past year, and what his plans are for the coming
year. He also stated that the income from the pool had not been
up to expectations because of the bad weather this summer. The
income from the boat rental at Ridenour Memorial Park was above

'98
expectations for the year. He believes Mr. Mullins has a very
good program. The Recreation Committee will continue to meet on
the first Thursday of each month. Mayor Gibson said he would
like to add that Steve Mullins, our Recreation Director, is very
enthusiastic, seems to be dedicated, and aside from putting in his
hours every day, he is around on Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, or
whenever he is needed. He stated that he has had no criticism
whatsoever from the general public regarding Steve's ability to
perform. Councilman Casebolt remarked that they were having a
little trouble getting the public to return questionaires given
out by the Recreation Department concerning recreation needs in
Nitro. He said these would be a real help in planning future
recreation for the area.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:

No new business.

Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Hill said he had been asked
if the city could help furnish rain gear for the children who
assist as school patrols. He asked that this be given to committee
for a report back at next council meeting. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen recommended that this go into the Police Department
Committee. Mayor Gibson added that it has been brought to the
attention of the Police Chief Craft regarding our school crossing
guard for 19th and First Avenue which was voted on at last council
meeting. He stated that he is doing everything possible to find
one, and if anyone has someone in mind, he would appreciate
hearing about it.
Councilman Hill asked if there were any plans to work on the
ball fields over at the park during the winter months. Councilman
at Large Tidquist replied that he had planned to discuss this with
the Recreation Director at the meeting of the Recreation Committee
next Thursday.

I

Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann stated that he would
like to report on the codification of the Ordinances. He said
he has talked with Mr. Charles Sublett on October 23, and asked
why the long delay. Mr. Sublett said that progress is being made,
each ordinance must be checked thoroughly for punctuation, etc.
No definite date was set, but Mr. Sublett did say the manuscript
would be ready before too long. He also requested that any new
ordinances adopted be forwarded on to them. Councilman Mann
reported that the original contract with the Miche Company did
not specify a time limit. After a discussion it was decided that
Mr. Armada should write a letter to the Miche Company asking if
he could come down and examine what has been done so far.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen said he would like to announce that the Library
Committee meets with the Library Commission on the first Monday
of each month at 7:00 P.M. Dr. Allen asked if it were a city
law that each business have a suitable container to put trash in.
Mayor Gibson said there was and any problem should be reported to
Gene Williams. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also requested that
a stop sign be installed on North 21st Street where it joins

I
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21st Street. Dr. Allen made a motion that this sign be erected
as soon as possible. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt. All present voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he felt the
governing body of the city should write a letter to our congressman
or senator stating that we are highly in favor of continuing
railroad service between Nitro and Point Pleasant. Mayor Gibson
said he would be glad to do so. Councilman Thomas Lilly asked if
it would be possible to expound a little more and say that we are
also in favor of Revenue Sharing being continued. Councilman
Dewey Mann made a motion that these letters be written. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. All voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he would have a
report on the Health Clinic for next council meeting.
In other new business, Councilman at Large Allen said he
would like to refer to the Building and Planning Committee the
job of writing specifications for the carpeting and tile needed
for the library and already voted on and approved as needed by
the Library Commission. This would probably have to conform to
the Fire Marshall's standard.

I

Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy asked about the signs which were to be erected at the
park announcing that our senior Little League and the girl's
soft ball team were the state champions. Councilman at Large
Tidquist said he had asked the director of Little League, Ivan
Meadows, about the type sign and the wording they would like to
have, and he has had no answer. Councilman Casebolt suggested
this be discussed at the meeting with the Recreation Committee
on Thursday night.
Councilman at Large Priddy also said he felt there should be
some meeting on the Emergency Ambulance Service, since the deadline
is getting closer and certain requirements have to be met. Mayor
Gibson said he attended a meeting at the office of the Mayor of
St. Albans on October 31 and that the Emergency Ambulance Service
was discussed. The meeting was attended by the Mayor of Dunbar ,
the Mayor of South Charleston and a representative of the South
Charleston Chamber of Commerce. He said that another meeting
is to be called soon which will include other representatives
of city government, plus members of the Kanawha County Court.
It is hoped a county wide plan can be developed.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: No new business.
Recorder Tom Melton:

I

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment of
the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly.
The motion carried.

-^-
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SPECIFICATIONS

Steel Hopper Body Salt Spreader
for
Pick Up Truck

HOPPER BODY: Hopper length- 7 foot long, level capacity of 1.5 cubic
yards. This all welded hopper shall have 45° sloping sides; fully
boxed, top edges to accept a top grid or hopper extension; shall
have a 2-3/8" O.D. steel longitudinal member with midship cross brace
and single point balanced lifting eye; shall have channel cross bars
underneath with three external gussets for each side; shall have a
10 gauge internally hinged gate providing for maximum and minimum
discharge rates; shall have four 1/4" thick anchoring pads; shall
have steel guide rails for locating slide-in type material conveyor
systems j auger type material conveyor, (or equal)
POWER UNIT: Shall consist of a 7 H.P., 1 cylinger, 4 cycle air-cooled
heavy duty gasoline engine with all necessary controls. Engine
Starting - 12 volt electric starting with generating system. This
engine with one gallon capacity fuel tank to be mounted on a 3/16"
thick pressed steel base and designed as a cartridge type unit
for <Juick removal. This engine to be equipped with a centrifugal
type clutch; having cadmium dichromate finished corrosion resistant
parts; to have output power in excess of 40 foot pound torque at
3000 R.P.M.; to have internally mounted dual "B" section belt sheaves.
A sturdy'sheet metal cover supplied shall: have 180 square inches of
ventilating area; be secured by three (3) spring-loaded fasteners;
hinged down for complete engine accessibility; be detached by removing
three (3) bolts, (or equal)
AUGER CONVEYOR ASSEMBLY: A 3-1/2" O.D. auger with 3/8" thick hard
surfaced flighting turns on 1" sealed self-aligning external pillow
block bearings. As part of this complete assembly there is: a
fully enclosed stainless steel material discharge chute fitted with
an internal spread control device and provisions for receiving a
tubular, telescoping material deflector assembly; a 14" diameter
stainless steel spinner disc with four (4) replaceable stainless
contoured vanes secured by stainless bolts to a 1-1/4" diameter
spinner shaft having 5 inches of vertical adjustment equipped with
lower rust-proof bearing; sealed, right: angle gear box spinner drive
having.hardened gears equipped with internal upper and lower roller
bearings spaced apart a minimum of 5-3/4" and driven by a roller
chain protected by a steel guard. This entire cartridge-type assembly
to be installed or removed from the hopper body as a fully assembled
unit, (or equal)
THROTTLE CONTROLS:
truck cab window.

To be manually controlled by driver through

STORAGE BATTERY: A 55 ampere hour, 12 volt battery with hold downs
and all required power and ground cables.

/I Continuted

Specifications - Salt Spreader - - - - - - - -

. - _ _ _ _ _ Page 2

DEFLECTOR ASSEMBLY: To be of tubular design, telescoping for vertical
adjustment with two adjustable hinged deflectors.
HOPPER CLAMPING DEVICE: Four (4) threaded clamping devices, having
6" minimum threaded adjustment with flexible means to fit pick-up
truck stake pockets.
TOP GRID: One piece galvanized top grid in angle iron frame having
2" openings shall be supplied with the attaching hardware.
FLASHER LIGHT: Two mounted 7" diameter, amber, rear blinking safety
lights to be supplied fully installed with flasher unit.
TARPAULIN: A water and mildew resistant tarpaulin with brass grotnmets
and tie down cord to be supplied for top of hopper with tie down
clips spaced evenly along sides of hopper.
PAINTING: The spreader shall be treated with two coats of zinc
chromate primer and a finish coat of chrome yellow enamel unless
otherwise specified.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS:
Width of Hopper at Top:

Overall Length: 8 ft. 9 in. Height: 32 in.
54 in.

APPROXIMATE DELIVERY DATE:

Council reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

*:

SPECIFICATION® FOR PAVING ONE SECTION (30* x 233*) IN THE AM* OF
2129 AMD 2130, 2l»t STREET, NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA v ; . . . . * . . <
VI. CLIAM AMD SWEEP AREA AS MEASURED. , . '

ft,

.

': '>*;• :\'

'".

'j

•
' , » • - ,
',1
2. PAVE WITH HOT LAID AS 'HALTIC CONCRETE WEARIHG COW! At FR«
1 1/2" TO 8" COMPACTED DEPTH,
, ,

'

3. ONE HUNDRED (100) TON 5 OF MATERIALS TO BS USED WITH LABOR
4. IT IS RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED THAT THE RSPAIftg BE IfeDE II
SUCH A MANNER THAT ADEQUATE DRAINAGE WILL BK PROVXMTO;
SUCH AS BUILDING UP A CURB WITH ASPHALT IF MECESiARt.
THIS REQUEST EXCLUDES ANY DIGGING OH CONSTRUCTION OT
MANHOLES ETC.

1
-.'
H*

5. WEIGHT TICKETS OF MATERIAL TO BE FURNISHES fO THE CITY OF
NITRO UPON COMPLETION.
f
,- 1
' ''; /
DATE YOU EXPECT TO COilPLETE JOB

jj
nr

7 t/
7)

THE COUNCIL RESERVES THE RIG IT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS.

&.* 4^ ;•
Signature

ft

>-'.;i*
"* .;1

;^

^ V '

7) 4f>

\

QUOT ATIOI

IFIDERS
AYNES

PAVING CO., INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 9444
6416 MacCORKLE AVE. S.W.
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W, VA. 25309
ST. ALBANS. W. VA. 25177
TELEPHONE: 304XW0r*»CK
768-0007

City of Nitro
Nitro
West Virginia
Attention:
PROJECT

November 5, 1974

Mayor Wm. D. (Bill)

Gibson

Paving one Section (30' X 23.')

1.

Clean and sweep area as measured.

2.

Pave with Hot Laid Aspha.l \ic Concrete Wearing Course at from
1 1/2" to 8" compacted d< >th.

3.

Weight tickets will ho fii-nished.
Approximately 100 tons ' $26.00/ton

If accepted, please sign and

~-turn one copy.

CORRECTED COPY
STATC OF WEST V I R G I N I A

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
CHARLESTON 25305
RAS. LATIMER.Jr.
Director

October 31, 1974

Mr. Warren L. Carter, Director
Grants Coordination Division
Environmental Protection Agency
Region III
6th & Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106
Re: City of Nitro, West Virginia
C-540179
Dear Mr. Carter:
Enclosed is a copy of a letter from William D. Gibson, Mayor and Chairman of the Sanitary Board, Nitre, West V i r g i n i a , requesting an extension of
time for trie referenced ptoject to begin construction until April 15, 1975.
To the six (6) listed items relating the current history of the project
can be added that the plai-s and specifications have been approved by this
agency and forv/arded to yi ur "agency for your review.
It is felt that this project has moved vn'th good effort and the state
concurs with this request and desires tiat this extension be granted if
indeed the rate structure by the West V i r g i n i a Public Se -vice Commission is
not received in time to permit advertising and contract .uvard by the 24 month
deadline.
Very truly yours,
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION

^u^<~Warren H. Means, P. E.
Head
Municipal Wastes Section
WHM/lt

enclosure
c: William 0. Gibson, Mayor of Nitro
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
Donald Krisher, Accountant
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Bids- Salt .'^reader

day

was duly published in said paper once a
successive

rfa?/s

day of

rcfr*
Ofi
t.

3fah

for

commencing with the issue of the
, 19 7u

day of

, and ending with the issue of the

TTnvt

, 19

-fl. , and was posted
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Printer's Fee $
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 19, 1974

I

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on November 19, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, City
Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul
Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy
Trinity Catholic Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 5, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that each had received a copy of
the minutes for the meeting of November 5, 1974, and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Paul Hill made
a motion that the minutes be approved, which Councilman Dewey
Mann seconded. Councilman Lilly stated that under Item No. 4,
Paving one section of 21st Street, the minutes do not show what
action Council took on this bid. He believes a motion was made
and seconded to award this job to the low bidder, with all councilmen voting in favor. Councilman Mann made a motion that the
minutes be amended to conform. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded
the motion and all voted in favor.
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APPROVAL OF OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Dewey
Mann, Chairman of the Finance Committee,asked that approval of
the financial statement be delayed until next council meeting.
Due to extra work, the city recorder had been unable to get the
report ready before today.
BIDS TO BE OPENED ON 1948 MODEL FIRE TRUCK AND 1953 MODEL
PANEL TRUCK FOR SALE:Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Chairman of the
Fire Department Committee stated that 21 sealed bids had been
received on the equipment. Each councilman took part in reading
the bids which were as follows:
On the 1953 Model Ford Panel Truck James Marion, Marions Autoville
4411 Washington St. West
Charleston, WV

I

$

1,202.00

Richard Wheeler, 1318 Tenth Ave.
Huntington, WV

702.60

Clay V. Miller III
105 First Street Oak Drive
Spencer, WV 25276

463.00

Jerald E. Withrow, 202 Broadway Ave.
Nitro, WV 25143

410.00
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Thomas M. Miller, 8 Main Ave.
Nitro, WV

401.00

John L. Trullutos
945 Lotus Road, St. Albans, WV

395.00

Steve Adams
716 Jefferson St., South Chas., WV

386.00

James D. Woodrum, 924 Lincoln Drive
South Charleston, WV

380.00

Charles Gunnoe, 1017 Tenth St.
Nitro, WV

353.00

Robert W. Lowe, Jr.
414 Spotswood Road, Charleston, WV

325.00

Sam Elmore
P.O. Box 3184, Charleston, WV

311.13

K. H. West
#5 Washington Avenue, Nitro, WV

301.00

William W. Fortune
204 DuPont Avenue, Nitro, WV

301.00

John C. Huffman
233 Fairview Avenue, Beckley, WV

111.11

Paul Wright
1510 Lewis St., Charleston, WV

169.00

John C. Callihan, Jr.
102 Juniper St., Nitro, WV

151.00

Ben Gee, Vice President
Williamsburg, V.F.D., Trout, WV

126.00

Orvan E. Hammen, Jr.
P.O. Box 72, Glasgow, W
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50.00

On the 1948 Model Fire Truck David L. Carte
903 Washington Ave., Nitro, W

777.77

Ben Gee, Vice President
Williamsburg V.F.D., Trout, WV

776.00

Jay Goldman
1014 Bridge Road, Charleston, WV

321.17

William S. Shultz
201 Sargeant St., St. Albans, WV

301.00
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Marions Autoville
4411 Washington St., Charleston,WV
As is
With equipment restored
If put back in running condition

256.00
306.00
406.00

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the 1953 Ford Panel
Truck be sold to the high bidder, Marions Autoville, for the bid
of $1,202.00. Mr. Marion asked if he could use the signs "City
of Nitro" on the truck since it would only be used for parades,
etc., as an antique vehicle. City Attorney Frank Armada said he
did not think the city should give permission for this as it
might be misleading to the public, although this would not be
intended. He also said the city could not prevent the use of
the signs. After some discussion it was decided to leave the
matter of the signs dormant. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded
the motion to sell the truck to the high bidder. The vote of
approval was unanimous.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the 1948 Fire
Truck be sold to the high bidder, Mr. David Carte, the high bid
being $777.77. Also included in the motion was the stipulation
that the vehicle be paid for within one week after notification
by registered letter of the awarding, and if it were not paid for,
then it would go to the next highest bidder. Councilman Paul
Hill seconded the motion. It was suggested that in the future
a time be set for delivery of equipment advertised for sale.
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR INSTALLATION OF CARPETING IN THE NITRO
LIBRARY!Councilman at Large Dr. Allen requested that this be
left in committee until the chairman of the Building and Planning
Committee gets the final specifications written. This should be
ready for presentation at the next council meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a
letter dated November 7, 1974, from Mr. Jeffrey H. Schiff, Manager
of Intergovernmental Relations, Office of Revenue Sharing, in
regard to Section 51-40B of the Revenue Sharing regulations.
Accompanying the letter was a copy of the July 1974, newsletter,
and the October 4, 1974, check letter. Both of these discuss the
24-month time limit in great detail. Councilman Dewey Mann asked
if this letter means that we are OK as far as the 24-month time
limit on the first entitlement. Mayor Gibson replied that it
was explained to him by telephone that we are completely safe
and within our limits and guide lines. Copies of these letters
had been previously mailed to the councilmen. Copies of these
are attached hereto and made a part hereof.

I

The Mayor also stated that he had received a letter from
Mr. Darrell Brightwell of Ade Ambulance Service pertaining to
his desire to offer emergency ambulance service in the city of
Nitro. Several attachments were with the letter, including copies
of letters from members of the South Charleston Chamber of Commerce
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regarding their meeting on Emergency Ambulance Service. The Mayor
asked that these letters be made a part of the minutes if no one
has any objection. Councilman Thomas Lilly recommended that these
letters be given to the Emergency Ambulance Service Committee for
study and a report back at a later date. He made a motion to
that effect. It was seconded by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy.
It was passed by unanimous vote that these letters do not become
part of the minutes, but be given to the Committee for study.

I

Another letter called to the attention of councilmen by Mayor
Gibson was dated November 6, 1974, from the Fire Chief to the
Mayor. An inspection of the Library by the Chief resulted in the
following recommendations: A metal trash can with lid for the
rest room; remove all trash from underneath building; cover the
mail chute - recommend metal box inside of chute with lid; one
2-1/2 gallon pressurized water fire extinguisher. Councilman
Thomas Lilly made a motion that this be given to the Library
Committee for a report back after their next meeting which will
be early in December. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy seconded
the motion and all present voted in favor.
The Mayor also reported that Mr. Hayne and Mr. Danny Warner
of Appalachian Engineers had been to his office today. They have
assured him that the zoning maps for Nitro will be ready by next
council meeting. They made an inspection of several problem sites
in Nitro including the area where water stands near the Bobby
Brooks plant and Weather-Tite, the intersection of Bailes Drive
and 40th Street where they did quite a bit of surveying, and the
18th Street hill section. The Mayor said he had been assured they
would have the final specifications on the storm drains for
Brookhaven by next council meeting.
A request was presented to council for permission to have
a parade on December 7, 1974, sponsored by the Nitro Business and
Professional Men's Association. Mayor Gibson said Chief Craft
feels it would be all right. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion
for approval of the request. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman Mann made a motion that Council pass a resolution
giving the Mayor authority to grant permission for parades without
bringing these before council. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded
the motion. This passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson said he would like to inform Council that the
Sanitary Board has organized a study budget for the months of
July, August, September and October. At the last Sanitary Board
meeting the budget was accepted by vote. The Mayor requested that
a meeting be set up for the Sanitary Board with the Finance
Committee so this could be studied in detail. Councilman Lilly
wanted to know when this would be presented to Council. He was
told it would probably be next council meeting.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist - Councilman at Large
Tidquist said he had a request for street signs at Easter Road and
at East 39th Street. He understood there had been signs there at
one time, but they are no longer there. Mayor Gibson remarked
that we have had our fair share of trouble in some areas trying
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to keep signs in place. We try to keep a close watch on this,
but it is not always possible. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
if it would be better to make a survey of the entire city for
street and traffic signs rather than approach it piecemeal.
Councilman Casebolt said he thought the signs requested by
Councilman Tidquist should be ordered and erected. Superintendent
Gene Williams said the signs were already on order, but have not
arrived.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly reported that
the Emergency Ambulance Committee held their first meeting on
November 12, 1974. So far they have nothing new to report to
Council.
Councilman Paul Hill:

I

No new business.

Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann asked about the bids
on the salt spreader.He wanted to know who had been given the
order. Councilman at Large Tidquist replied that the order had
not been placed yet. Councilman Mann also stated that Dr. Allen
had told him that the low bidder did not meet the city's
specifications. Councilman at Large Tidquist reported that three
or four items which he feels are really necessary had been left
off the low bid. These items included a grating, flasher lights,
and a tarpaulin. When the price of these items was added, this
bid was higher than the next one. Councilman Mann also asked
about the freight charges. It was suggested that in the future
we request all equipment be bid FOB Nitro. Councilman Casebolt
said he felt the order should go to Logan Corp. with a bid of
$1,780.50 less 4-1/2 per cent ($81.12) if paid in 10 days, and
we should get it ordered. He was informed that the Committee
had already been given authority to act on this.
During a pause for a tape change in the TV recorder, Mr.
Jim Marion asked if he could speak. He said he had asked
permission to have a small car and an underage driver in the
antique car parade in Nitro and had been told by the Nitro
Police Department that he could not do this. He said it has
been done in other cities and he wondered if it could possibly
be done in Nitro. He was referred to Mr. Romie Hughart who was
chairman of the Antique Car Show.
Councilman Mann asked about the crossing guard for 19th
Street and First Avenue. Mayor Gibson said he has given this to
the police chief, Lawrence Craft, and he is attempting to locate
one. The Mayor asked the councilman if they knew of anyone that
they could recommend. Councilman Mann made a motion this be
advertised in the newspapers to see if we can find someone for
the job. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All voted
in favor.
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Councilman Mann reported that the Ordinance Committee held
a meeting November 5, 1974, after regular council meeting and
those in attendance were: Dewey Mann, Keith Priddy and Dr. R. V.
Allen. The purpose of the meeting was to recommend that certain
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ordinances be brought before council for passage, and have the
first reading November 19, 1974. The recommendations were as
follows:
1. All contractors performing work in the city to obtain
a City License each year and the fee to be $15.00.
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Here Councilman Mann made a motion that the first reading be
made tonight, but after a short conference with the City Attorney
he withdrew the motion, and stated that he would read all the
ordinances the committee recommends. The motion is that an
ordinance be drawn for the first reading at our next council
meeting.
1. All contractors performing work in the city to obtain
a city license each year and the fee to be $15.00. This was
seconded by Councilman Casebolt. Passed unanimously.
2. Give the Mayor authority in respect to the appointment
of city officials. This was in the form of a motion. It was
seconded by Councilman Casebolt. Passed by unanimous vote.
3. Councilman Mann made a motion that we adopt an ordinance
as recommended by the Humane Society of the United States applicable
to our City and to include provisions in our present City-County
operation pertaining to animals. Councilman at Large Priddy
seconded this motion. All voted in favor.
4. A motion for - Approval by Council for solicitation of
funds within city by any person or organization. Application
forms requiring pertinent data pertaining to applicant to be
furnished by City. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion, but
added that the forms would have to be in two, or sometimes three
weeks before the solicitation time, or council would be forced to
have a special meeting. Councilman Mann said all he is asking
here is that it be required to get council approval. When the
ordinance is written, it can spell out the details. Councilman
Casebolt seconded and all voted in favor.
5. Councilman Mann made a motion that bids be required for
any materials, labor, or materials and labor that cost as much as
$250.00 and separate invoicing to circumvent this provision or
colusion between Vendors so as to prevent fair bidding be prohibited
and punishable. Councilman Casebolt seconded this motion. Mayor
Gibson said he would like to offer a statement. He said he thought
this would tie at least one of his hands behind him and often times
both hands unless there would be a stipulation in there that in
case of emergency he could exceed the $250.00. With today's prices
the way they are, and inflation the way it is, $250.00 just doesn't
go very far when you try to operate a city this size. Mayor Gibson
stated that if Council feels that this is right and wants to
operate this way it is fine with him, but he thinks you will find
we will have to have some special council meetings pretty often.
He said he is willing to do this if council members are willing to
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be a part of it. The Mayor said "If you pass an ordinance like
this I do not intend to violate it." He added that on a week to
week basis things do crop up where you have to make decisions to
make certain purchases or suffer the consequences, but again he
said he would leave it up to Council, but he wanted Council to know
that he feels $250.00 is too low. Councilman Keith Priddy stated
that he had checked our October financial statement, and other
than budgetary items such as salaries, he did not see any expenditures over $250.00. The Mayor said "We need to spell out - for
instance such as the purchase of gasoline--" Councilman Priddy
interrupted with "Isn't that a contractural item?" The Mayor
said the contract had expired and with gasoline the way it has
been, we have all been advised we had better stay where we are,
with prices the way they are and the gasoline shortage. He said
if Council wants to have an ordinance like this, he wants it
spelled out in detail exactly where he stands on any purchase he
might make, whether it be on gasoline, or whether it be on a good
buy on motor oil we would happen to run into. Mayor Gibson said
he and Mr. Gene Williams, Street Superintendent, try to buy as
cheaply as they can and if they find a good buy, try to take
advantage of it. As an example, he cited Prestone. Mr. Williams
said he bought it for $4.89 a gallon and could only get 60 gallon.
Councilman Mann stated that in order to know whether you get a good
buy or not you have to have a bid. Councilman Mann stated that
the state of West Virginia right now operates with a $200.00
limitation, and if labor is involved, it must go through the
purchasing regardless of the amount. Councilman Mann said he
would like to add that these ordinances have been passed and
after they were passed it was voted to have these ordinances
drawn up by the Michie Company in Charlottesville, Virginia,
about a year ago, and the purpose of this meeting was to see
whether or not we couldn't go ahead and get them in force, because
it is taking this publishing company so long to codify our
ordinances. And, he added, they are not really dragging their
feet as far as I am concerned, it took 1-1/2 to 2 years to finish
South Charleston's code, so apparently Mr. Sublett is on the level
when he says they are working on it. Councilman Mann stated this
particular ordinance has been approved previously at a Council
meeting on April 19, of this year and it was submitted by letter
from the Mayor to the publishing company to be put in force. He
stated that it was not intended to tie anybody's hands, and as
he was looking through the financial statement, there were very
few items that amounted to more than $100.00. The Mayor asked
what we were going to do about gasoline. Councilman Casebolt
asked if Council doesn't let the contract to whoever keeps our
tank full. Councilman Lilly stated that it is a bid item,
however due to the gasoline shortage, since the last bidder that
had been the low bidder the previous year had indicated we saw
what happened to the city of Charleston when they advertised for
bids (they got no bids, or maybe one) they would agree to continue
serving the city of Nitro under the previous contract with
basically the same figures on it. The only thing this ordinance
is going to mean is that we will have to go back and ask for bids.
Mayor Gibson stated that he is not against the ordinance, but
he could not operate the city of Nitro in an efficient manner
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with restrictions of this nature.
Superintendent Gene Williams asked what he would do if a
pump went bad on a garbage truck, would this have to go out on
bids? Councilman Lilly replied that it would have to if it exceeds
$250.00. Councilman Casebolt asked how much one would cost. Supt.
Williams replied about $400.00. Councilman Mann said, "I don't
see any reason why - - i s there any reason why you couldn't get a
bid on it?" Supt. Williams replied that with the pump out the
truck could be down six weeks. Keith priddy asked if it takes
that long to get a bid. Councilman Mann said "I'm not talking
about it being down, I'm talking about getting it repaired. How
long would it take to get a bid and get it repaired?" Gene Williams
replied, "Before we can go have it repaired, we have to buy a pump
or have it rebuilt. We have to let somebody order one, let somebody turn in a bid on one." Councilman Lilly asked how many concerns
we have in Nitro that can do this type of work. Gene Williams
replied "One." Councilman Lilly said that if there is only one
concern that does that type of work, then we could only get one
bid. Gene Williams asked if it would have to run in the papers.
Keith Priddy said that depends on whether a person is asking for
sealed bids, or getting three estimates from different concerns.
Councilman Lilly remarked that he thought there should be no
objections along this line except for possibly asphalt. Asphalt
you might buy in $500.00 lots. He said if this presents a problem,
then we can amend it to solidify the purchase of asphalt, or any
other item for that matter. Councilman Lilly added, this is a
start. In the beginning we know there will be problems that will
have to be looked at and worked out. Councilman Mann said he
doesn't think the other cities, or the state, are any smarter than
we are, and if they can operate under ordinances like this, we
can too.
After some additional discussion this was put to a vote.
councilmen voted in favor.
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All

6. Councilman Dewey Mann made a motion that expenditures
exceeding $100.00 must have council approval, but excluding
emergencies. The ordinance is to define emergencies. Councilman
Keith Priddy seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson said, "Again I
want to tell you gentlemen you are tying both hands behind me.
There is no way I can operate this city on this basis, and I do
protest this type of an ordinance. And I will make a further
statement that you just may have a resignation from William D.
Gibson, Mayor of the city of Nitro, if council wants to tie my
hands behind me to this extend. The resignation will probably
come pretty soon. Any other questions?" Councilman Mann stated
that in the Police Department in October only four out of 21 items
amounted to $100.00. In the Fire Department one out of ten items
amounted to over $100.00; in the Garbage Department three out of
14; in the Street Department excluding salaries, out of 13 items
none of them exceeded $100.00. Councilman Mann added that he would
like to state that this council has been charged by the people of
Nitro to be responsible for the expenditures and to govern the
finances of the city, and in order to do this, they have to know
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what is being spent before they spend it. Councilman Mann said
he would like to continue with his report. He asked it it had been
seconded and was informed it had been. The motion was put to a
vote and the motion carried. Councilman at Large Tidquist
abstained, and Councilman at Large Dr. Allen opposed. Dr. Allen
stated that he was against this, he stated that he has sat in
Council and he knows the responsibility that is placed on the
Mayor, or anyone who sits in that chair. He said he is for
the recommendation on the $250.00 and up being let for bids, but
not for the $100.00 on items necessary for the operation of the
city. The question was asked if other cities operate this way.
Dr. Allen replied that they have to have more money. The
question was asked if other cities operate under a restriction
like this. He replied, "Not a $100.00 restriction." Mayor
Gibson stated that he has a copy of the minutes of a meeting
held August 21, 1973, wherein Councilman Lilly stated he would
make a motion, which was passed, that Council authorize all
department heads to be able to issue and sign purchase orders
for amounts up to and including $100.00. Councilman Lilly
further stated in the August 21, 1973, meeting minutes, that
since July 1, 1972, when all departments were reorganized the
department heads had been assigned and given their department
to operate. Councilman Lilly added that as a result of this,
this city has a $100.00 limitation. Councilman Lilly said he
had visited a city today that operates under the $100.00 limitation
and it works like this: A requisition is filled out prior to
issuing the purchase order. The requisition states who is making
the purchase, who it is ordered from, the quantity they are purchasing and the description, the dollar amount of the order, what
department is requesting this, was it approved by the department
head, and was it approved by Council if the purchase exceeds
$100.00. Councilman Lilly said this city he is talking about
has made two exceptions, one is for asphalt for the Street Department, and the other is for overtime for one of the Police Departments,
and they have had this in force for numerous years. There again,
it seems to work because it shows the requisition number, the
date, the purchase order number and invoice number. This allows
appropriate control over the expenditures for all concerned. You
have to have a requisition number to match up with the purchase
order and the invoice, and everything being equal, you pay the
bills. It hasn't been any detriment to the one community, which
incidently is a lot larger than our community, but it has seemed
to work with a couple of exceptions. Councilman Keith Priddy
stated that this is the reason for the second part of the
recommendation which says that the ordinance will define an
emergency. Councilman Lilly added that this could be something
good for the city of Nitro, and on the other hand, if it doesn't
seem to work, we can ask the Ordinance Committee to reconsider.
Councilman Dewey Mann said he would like to add, this was
brought up in the Finance Committee meeting last April, and was
discussed and was recommended by the Finance Committee, and was
given to the Ordinance Committee. He also said he would like to
go ahead and finish his report on Item No. 6. He said that in
the Ordinance Committee meeting on November 5, the Chairman,
(at this point Councilman Lilly passed a copy of the requisition
form under discussion to the Mayor^ a C0py is attached here to
and made a part hereof)
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Dewey W. Mann, pointed out that the above recommendations, except
No. 2 were introduced and approved by Council April 19, 1974,
including No. 6, that expenditures exceeding $100.00 should have
Council approval, but excluding emergencies; the ordinance is to .
define emergencies. And that No. 6 was deleted from the official
minutes and was not included in the letter to the Michie Publishing
Company transmitting the subject ordinances to them for drafting
and codification. Councilman Mann said that this seems highly
irregular. Mayor Gibson said that we have the tape of that council
meeting, and at this time he would like for Mrs. Frazier to go
get the tape and play it for council members so they may hear how
this report was made to Council. A short recess was called in
order for this to be done.
After the recess, the tape had been placed into the hands
of the city recorder, Tom Melton, and Mayor Gibson asked Council
if they would like to hear the entire tape or just the part where
Councilman Mann had made the recommendation for ordinances, which
is on Page 232 of the copies of the minutes for the meeting which
were passed out to councilmen. Mayor Gibson explained the minutes
should show the date of April 16, 1974, instead of the 19th, which
was a typographical error. He also passed out a copy of a letter
he had written on April 17, 1974, transmitting the ordinance
recommendations to the Michie Company and a copy of their reply
dated April 22, 1974. He asked that these letters be made a part
of the minutes. Councilman Casebolt asked why we were to listen
to the tape. Mayor Gibson replied that it was to document the
accuracy of the minutes for that particular meeting, because the
minutes had been questioned as to their accuracy. Councilman
Keith Priddy asked if Council had not approved copies of the
minutes making them official. And he asked if a copy of the
minutes for the Ordinance Committee meeting had been given.
Councilman Mann stated that he had written a letter on the first
Ordinance Committee meeting which contained 7 items including a
schedule of salaries and that he had been charged with the
responsibility of making this report to Council with the exception
of No. 2. The question was asked if the motion had carried on
No. 6. Keith Priddy replied that the motion had carried. Councilman at Large Priddy said he thought we should play the tape to
clarify that the minutes were typed accurately. Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist was also in favor of hearing the tape played.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt said he did not think it was necessary
to hear the tape, that it would just take up time. Councilman
Mann stated that Council has approved the recommendation and they
will be in this week's minutes. Councilman Paul Hill asked just
what is considered the official record of the meeting, would it
be shorthand or the tape of the meeting. City Attorney, Frank
Armada stated that he doubts that any procedure has been established
as the official method of taking notes. Shorthand was not taken
at the meeting in question, a tape is not good evidence as far as
a court of law is concerned, but since shorthand was not taken at
that time, the tape is used for the minutes of the meeting. Councilman Lilly stated that official minutes are what we have written
and approved by Council, and there was no motion made to change
these. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes be
presented to Council as they have in the past, only within three
or four days after council meeting. He said that we have a tendency
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to forget, and if we can get them early we can remember what
was said. Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, said that minutes
are only a summary of what took place at a meeting. Councilman
Mann refers to minutes about ordinances, you made no ordinances,
you made recommendations. Councilman Casebolt gave this summary
of the discussion thus far: 'These ordinances were recommended
by the Ordinance Committee to be sent to the Michie Company for
codification in our ordinances, and when they were sent to the
company, No. 6 was left out. In our minutes then you state that
No. 6 has been changed to read the Vacation Schedule for our
city employees and this has been moved up from No. 7 to 6. At
the time we got our minutes just prior to, maybe on Friday or
so before next council meeting, when you read this you skipped
over and did not know it, and we approved a group of pages, as
Mr. Armada said, a record of our last council meeting, just a
transcript of what happened in our last council meeting, which
doesn't have any bearing at all.' Councilman Casebolt added,
"This is why I made the motion I made. I would like to have
the minutes soon enough that you can remember all of the items
that you put in this, such as the ordinances that you propose
here, although I know this is not an ordinance. I know this
did not adopt the ordinances, but the question is it was left
out. Maybe by oversight, maybe just, I don't know." Mayor
Gibson said that is why he would like to have the tape played
just to clarify it in the minds of everyone around the table.
He said he was not trying to - Councilman Mann interrupted
saying "I second that motion." A vote was taken on the motion
and the motion carried. Councilman mann said, "Now that is a
motion that we will get our minutes sooner." Councilman
Casebolt said "three days, 3 or 4 days."
Councilman Dewey Mann said he had a statement he would like
to make, "I talkedto the Mayor about two hours I guess on the
phone probably pertaining to this matter, and I only said that
they were deleted, I did not say how it was done or in what manner
it was done, but I said that it should be looked into and that
our secretary and recorder, and I understand that the recorder
is actually responsible for the official minutes, and he should
read the minutes before they are typed, and because he is elected
to do this, and I know that in the past, and the only thing I
contend is that there was an error made and I could listen to a
thousand tapes and I still say that I made that report just as
I say I did." Mayor Gibson asked why not listen to the tape it
would just take a jiffy. City Attorney Frank Armada suggested
that all future committee reports should be submitted in writing
to the council over the signature of the committee chairman, and
these reports made a part of the minutes. Actually all the
minutes are to do is summarize the meeting. Councilman Priddy
added that this was why he had asked if Dewey had turned in his
recommendations in writing. Councilman Mann said that he thought
he did give it to Bill. He added that he was the one who
suggested that we put our committee meeting in writing and he
said that he knew we had to have a copy of it, had to have it to
send the report to the Michie Company. Mayor Gibson stated that
we had a rough draft copy. Councilman Casebolt said that this
is a reason this could easily have been overlooked, that he did
not feel there had been any reflection thrown on anybody here.

Mayor Gibson said he thought it was unfair to the lady who typed
the minutes and who is responsible for taking down the minutes
and that it was unfair to him to say that there was an error made
in the minutes when the minutes were copied off the tape and he
thought if you would play the tape -- Councilman Mann said, "The
only thing is, if you play the tape I'll reject what's on it.
As far as I'm concerned I could swear under oath that I made that
report - - - " Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that we leave
the matter dormant and continue council business. Motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist. All voted in favor.
Councilman Dewey Mann continued. He stated that this has to
do with an ordinance dated March 4, 1948, pertaining to the
Sanitary Board. He read a section of the ordinance which he was
concerned with. He said this was brought up in council before
some time ago and nothing was pursued as to its advocacy. Before
Section 3 of this ordinance, the Board shall elect a vice-chairman
from its members and shall designate a secretary and treasurer who
may be one and the same person who need not be members of the
board and who shall hold office at the will of the board. Each
member of the board other than the Mayor shall receive a salary of
$25.00 a month and shall be entitled to payment for his reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of his duties. He stated that
he has discussed this with the Mayor and there are minutes which
change this, and to pay the Mayor $100.00 and the Board members
$50.00, council minutes subsequent to this date. Councilman Mann
stated that he would like to bring this up, because it seems to
him that we need an ordinance to substantiate the minutes. He
said he was sure the minutes would not over ride an ordinance.
Councilman Casebolt said that what is being asked for, then is
another ordinance to establish the fee paid the members and the
Mayor. Councilman Casebolt asked Mr. Armada if it would be possible
to amend the ordinance which Mr. Mann had read to read that the
Mayor will receive $100.00 and the members $50.00 per month. Mr.
Armada said it would have to be passed by Council. Councilman
Mann asked before the motion be made "With all due respect to your
remarks, Bill, about resigning, nobody had any intention of causing
that, but I do think we ought to be able to coordinate our activities
and see eye to eye, I don't think the Mayor is being paid enough,
and I think everybody will agree with me, and the reason I said to
hold up on that, if there is any legality in the thought to maybe
increasing it a little bit in this manner then maybe this should be
considered. That is my suggestion, that's the reason I wanted to
discuss it." Councilman Priddy asked if it would be better to do
this through the general fund rather than through the Sanitary
Board because at some future date it might make the difference in
the Sanitary Board operating in the black or in the red. The Mayor
stated that he had minutes from the meeting of March 23, 1959, of
the Sanitary Board, which state that members and officers will be
paid as follows: Chairman of the Board $100.00 per month, Secretary
and Treasurer $75.00 and members of the Board $50.00 retroactive to
January 1, 1959. And then on April 7, 1959, in the copy of the
minutes of City Council meeting it states that the salaries were
recommended by the Sanitary Board as follows: Chairman $100.00,
Secretary and Treasurer $75.00 and Members $50.00. These were
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passed by Council and made retroactive to January 1, 1959.
Photo copies of these minutes were passed out to each councilman.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that our city attorney draw up
an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 94 to read - (there was some
question about the correct ordinance number ) Book No. 15 - to
read that the salary for the chairman of the board shall be $100.00
and the members $50.00. Councilman Mann asked if there was a way
the salary could be increased and was told no, that it would have
to be approved by the Sanitary Board. Councilman Casebolt changed
his motion to amend the previous ordinance instead of making a
new one. Councilman Mann seconded. After a discussion with
City Attorney Frank Armada it was decided an ordinance was not
required, since there was an ordinance already regarding the
payment of salaries, and Council could approve the rate increase.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the attorney draw
up an amendment to the Ordinance in Book 15 regarding the
Sanitary Board, that the Chairman be paid $100.00 and the
members $50.00. He stated that this is the Sanitary Board's
recommendation to City Council which was approved. He stated
that Council cannot raise the Chairman's salary without a
recommendation from the Sanitary Board. Councilman Keith Priddy
suggested that the matter be turned over to the Ordinance
Committee who can work with the attorney to decide just exactly
what is needed here.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked to Mr. Saber of the
Kanawha County Health Dept. about regulations governing the
Sanitary Board of numicipalities and had been sent a copy of
these regulations. Councilmen were given a copy of these
regulations.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy;

No new business.

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt asked
about the progress on the signs for the Little League. He was
informed that they have been received and the decision on where
to place them has not been made. It will possibly be over the
main gate or somewhere near by.

I

Councilman Casebolt said that a few weeks ago the subject
was discussed to limit the term of office of the Mayor to two
terms. He said he had been informed by the City Attorney that
this would have to be done through an amendment to the city
Charter. This would have to be advertised, a protest meeting
held, and if one person voiced an opinion against it, then an
election would have to be held, and voted on by the people.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that our city attorney have an
ordinance drawn up and ready for the first reading at the next
council meeting to change our charter to read that the Mayor
cannot serve more than two consecutive terms in office, and
after the first reading he would like to have this published and
at that time set the date for the public meeting and then take
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it from there. Councilman Casebolt changed his motion to ask for
the first reading the second meeting in December instead of the
first. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if the ordinance is drawn
up and the protest meeting held, do we have any alternative but
to go ahead with the full process. He was told no. Councilman
at Large Allen said the election must be held within a certain
period of time. Mr. Frank Armada said he would need to do some
research on this to be absolutely certain of this. He would study
this and report back. Councilman Casebolt withdrew his motion,
and asked that Mr. Armada also research what steps would need to
be taken to set up a Charter Committee, or to change our Charter
to set up a two party system in Nitro and let us have a report
back by next council meeting.

I

Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment which was
seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy. All voted in favor.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

December 3, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on December 3, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those
present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill,
Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman Dewey Mann. Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen was absent. Also absent was the city
attorney, Mr. Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 19, 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a
copy of the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had
been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Lilly made
a motion for approval of the minutes, which was seconded by
Councilman Mann. The vote of approval was unanimous.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman Dewey
Mann, Chairman of the Finance Committee,reported that the
financial statement had been sent to each councilman so that
each could have time to go over it. The bank balance as of the
end of October was as follows:
Balance October 31, 1974

67,276.67

Less outstanding checks

6,226.73

Balance

$ 61,049.94

Councilman Mann said if there were no questions, he would move
that the statement be approved. Councilman Lilly seconded the
motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
NOVEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Mann gave the following
report:
Balance October 31, 1974

61,049.94

Receipts for November

35,640.18
96,690.12

Disbursements for November

43,272. 06

Balance

I

$ 53,418.06

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES PROPOSED BY ORDINANCE COMMITTEE:
Mayor Gibson said that in the absence of the city attorney,he had
been asked to inform Council that the attorney is working on these
ordinances and hopes to have them ready by next council meeting.
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Councilman Dewey Mann, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee,
reported that he has good news on the codification of the
ordinances. An editorial conference can be held here in Nitro
as early as December 9. It would take two days. Councilman
Mann said "These ordinances on the agenda have been brought up
at this time as there was no assurance when the Michie Publishing
Company would complete their work. Apparently the time is here.
These people are experts at writing ordinances. They are
specialists as far as the laws of West Virginia are concerned.
Mr. Sublett, the president, has informed and convinced me that
they will provide us with a well organized, codified set of laws
with which the city of Nitro can be fairly and properly
administered. I am sure their recommendations will well be worth
considering and waiting for. In view of this, I would like to
make a motion that these prepared ordinances be held over and
worked out with these trained experts." The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR INSTALLATION OF CARPET AND TILE AT THE
NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY:In the absence of Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen,Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning
Committee, made a few minor changes in the specification sheet
on the carpet. He also made a motion that this be let for bids,
with bids to be opened at next council meeting, December 17, 1974.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. It was recommended that
a completion date for the work be added to the specification
sheet. This was to be listed as Item No. 16 and the completion
date to be January 17, 1975. The motion carried.
Councilman Mann stated that he had been informed that two
dusk-to-dawn lights at the library are not working, also that
the Library Commission had accepted the recommendation of the
Fire Chief.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a
letter from Mr. Robert Hayne of Appalachian Engineers, Inc., with
several attachments, including a supplemental agreement to be
signed by the Mayor as the contracting officer of the Blakes
Creek watershed project; copy of a letter dated September 14, 1972,
from Mr. Joseph S. Jones, State Highway Engineer of the construction
department; and copy of a letter dated October 22, 1971, from '
Mr. Norris R. Caryl, Assistant State Conservationist with the
U. S. Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service,
Morgantown, West Virginia; copy of a letter dated May 26, 1972,
to Mayor Alexander from Mr. Joseph H. Jones; and other attachments.
The Mayor stated that he has been communicating with Mr. Hayne
and Mr. Armada, city attorney, over a period of several months
trying to bring this matter to a rapid conclusion.
This supplemental
agreement concerns the road changes and repairs which took place
during the building of the dam. After this agreement is signed
by both the city and the Department of Highways, the city may
invoice the Department of Highways for $10,170.00. The city of
Nitro is due this $10.170.00 as a result of money paid when the
road had to be raised in the last stages of construction of the
watershed. (Secondary Route 25-1). These letters are attached
hereto and made a part hereof.
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Another letter the Mayor called to the attention of Council,
was from Appalachian Engineers concerning the storm drains for
Brookhaven. Attached was one print of plan and profile sheet on
this project, plus 17 pages of specifications, which is a pretty
comprehensive report. Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to
put this in the hands of the Storm Drain Committee and request
they discuss it with Mr. Armada and make a report back by next
council meeting. Councilman Priddy said he thought Council had
already voted to let the first phase for bids as soon as we got
the specifications. The Mayor replied that these specifications
are to a point in rough draft, and he would like for the attorney
to go over them for any legal aspect that might be necessary. He
said we had approved for Appalachian Engineers to draw up the
specifications, but he did not think Council had voted to accept
the specifications as they are now written. The Mayor further
stated that he had just received the specifications today and
had not had the time to look them over thoroughly.
Councilman
Priddy stated that what had been voted on was Mr. Hayne's
recommendation that we complete the work in three phases, and it
was voted to proceed with phase one on which he had an approximate
cost and money was in the escrow account to cover it. Mayor Gibson
remarked that the first report was in very brief form.
Councilman
Priddy said we had been waiting on the specifications to advertise
it for bids. The Mayor said that the specifications were rather
lengthy, but if Council wants to review them and make a decision
tonight, and vote on these specifications, he has no objections.
Councilman at Large Tidquist, Chairman of the Storm Drain
Committee, stated that he would prefer to have Mr. Armada go
over the specifications because of any legal technicalities
that might be in them and we, as laymen, might not understand it.
Councilman Mann wanted to know if the committee could go over
this with the attorney and have authority to go ahead and advertise for bids without bringing it back to council.
Councilman
Lilly stated that we only have $14,000.00 to spend, which is
allocated for Phase I of the project, and this is the bids we
will recommend and receive. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that it be put in committee with the attorney to go over it,
and if any drastic changes need to be made, it should be brought
back to Council, but if no big changes are needed, then the
committee should have the authority to act. Councilman Mann
seconded the motion. The motion carried by majority vote.
The two opposing councilmen were Priddy and Lilly.
Another letter brought to the attention of Council by the
Mayor was also from Appalachian Engineers concerning the zoning
map for the city. He recommended that the letter and the
accompanying map be turned over to the Building and Planning
Committee, with a suggestion that they may want to touch base
with the city attorney, Mr. Frank Armada, who will make a
report back at the next council meeting. Mayor Gibson said
that Appalachian Engineers feel that this map is in complete
agreement with a zoning map adopted by Council October 6, 1970,
but is more clearly written with better instructions as to
zoning areas, etc. When the committee makes its report to
Council, he would like it made part of the minutes.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he has spent a tremendous amount
of time on the National Flood Insurance Program, and that he
disagrees to a great extent with the map that was sent to the
city of Nitro by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
He had prepared a letter to the Corps of Engineers, Huntington
District, Huntington, West Virginia, which he read. A copy of
this letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from West Virginia State College,
with an attached copy of a resolution stating that Council feels
a community college is needed at West Virginia State. The
resolution was read to Council as follows:
"WHEREAS, The City Council of Nitro sees the need for
expanded career programs for citizens of our area; and
WHEREAS, West Virginia State College has demonstrated
its ability to provide valuable educational and community
services;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council requests that
the West Virginia Board of Regents establish a
Community College at West Virginia State College."
Councilman Lilly made a motion that Council adopt the resolution.
This was seconded by Councilman Priddy, and passed by unanimous
vote.
The Mayor stated that he has a letter from the Regional
Intergovernmental Council regarding meetings to be held in the
near future pertaining to the Kanawha County Transportation
Citizen's Advisory Committee. He feels there may be times when
he will be unable to attend these meetings, and he asked if any
Councilman would like to attend as the representative of Nitro.
Councilman Mann indicated that he may attempt to attend and
questioned as to the time and place of the meetings.

I

The Mayor stated that he had attended a meeting of the Mayors
on November 21, 1974, regarding the Western Landfill. As soon as
he receives a copy of the minutes of the meeting, he will forward
them to councilmen.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist announced that the bid on the salt spreader was awarded
to the Logan Corp., because after going through the specifications
.they were the low bidder.
Councilman Tidquist asked about the possibility of putting a
weight limit on Main Avenue from the corner of Lock Street to
Boundary Street. He said he has had complaints of heavy cement
trucks and busses using the street. Councilman Casebolt remarked
that construction in the area would make it necessary for trucks
to be on this street. Councilman at Large Tidquist said perhaps
the Traffic Committee could study this.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:

No new business.
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Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Hill said he had been
asked if anything could be done to open a ditch on 18th Street
hill where the road is closed. Superintendent Gene Williams
explained that Mr. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers felt this
street should remain closed until they finish an engineering
study of the situation. A slide is causing damage to the street.
Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann remarked that he
was glad Mayor Gibson could make it tonight. The Mayor replied
that he was glad to be here, that the Man up above had been good
to him all his life, and the Mayor added that he was happy that
everyone else in the Council Chambers were in attendance.

I

Councilman Keith Priddy: Councilman Priddy said he had
received numerous complaints yesterday and again this evening
from residents of the Easter Road area. He said he had been
told that they have been unable to get a response from the
Dog Warden even though they have made both phone and written
requests. One lady told him she had been in and signed a
complaint and still nothing had been done. Another complaint
was that the garbage trucks have been tearing up the embankment
as they try to avoid chuck holes in the road and pull off the
pavement onto the berm. The third complaint was that these
same residents have been unable to get a street light replaced
that has been burned out. Councilman Priddy was told that
residents had notified Appalachian Power as well as the city
office at least three times. Councilman Priddy said he thought
these things should be investigated. It was suggested that he
get the pole number of the burned out light so this information
could be sent to the power company. Mayor Gibson said he would
check with the Police Department regarding the Dog Warden. He
is supposed to be in Nitro every third day.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt said we
have a serious problem with traffic at the corner of Lock and
Main Streets. He suggested that a blinking light be considered
to make this corner a 4-way stop instead of 3-way. He said
he thought the Traffic Committee should study this and give
their recommendations.
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Councilman Casebolt asked if we have an ordinance prohibiting
dumpsters in the city. Mayor Gibson replied that we do. Councilman Casebolt said that on a recent visit to South Carolina, he
noticed that Aiken County has a system of dumpsters county-wide
and it seems to work well. He wanted to know what the reasons
were for not allowing them in Nitro. The Mayor said he did
not know just what the specific reasons were, the ordinance
was passed prior to his administration. Councilman Casebolt
said he feels the dumpster is better and cleaner than bins such
as is used behind Rite-Aid and other business establishments.
He wondered if Council would consider amending the ordinance
to allow business places to use them, if they continue to pay
their municipal service fee. Mayor Gibson said he thought
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this should go into the Garbage, Health & Trash Committee and
let them do some research on it.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Paul Hill. The motion
carried.

Mayor
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Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNTIL MEETING
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December 17, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on December 17, 1974, at 8:00 P.M.
Those present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Thomas
Lilly and Councilman Paul Hill. Also present was Mr. Frank
Armada, City Attorney.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order.
Item I on the agenda was the approval of minutes for the
December 3, 1974. meeting which all councilmen had received
in the mail.
Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that the first two
items on the agenda be suspended; and on Item No. 3 Bids to
be Opened for Carpet for the Nitro Public Library, that these
bids be opened and given to the Library Committee for action
on the low bid; and that the meeting be recessed in memory
of Mrs. Betty Gibson. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Paul Hill. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
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Bids on carpet for the Library were as follows:
Lawson's, Inc.

1,606.35

Kanawha Office & Equipment

1,500.00

Modern Supply

1,569.23

King Floor Covering

2,247.46

Mayor
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January 7, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on January 7, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
for the meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Thomas Lilly
and Councilman Paul Hill. Also present were City Attorney
Frank Armada and Street Superintendent Gene Williams. The
meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 3, 1974, MEETING: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen made a motion for the approval of the minutes. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The vote of approval was
unanimous.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 17, 1974, MEETING: Mayor
Gibson mentioned that these minutes,too, had been mailed to
each councilman. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that these
minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Thomas Lilly. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1974 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Councilman
Dewey Mann, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that all
councilmen had been given a copy of the statement. He made a
motion that it be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Tidquist. Councilman Lilly stated that he had a question.
He then presented three purchase orders; #1443 dated Sept. 25, 1974,
for $180". 00, #1487 dated October 2, 1974, for $166.95, and #1488
dated October 3, 1974, for $129.20; each exceeding $100.00 and
signed by a department head. He said that on August 21, 1973,
Council had voted to allow department heads to make purchases up
to and including $100.00. He also questioned the fact that one
department under Budget Line Item No. 11 as of the month of
November had used $8,000.00 of its estimated yearly budget of
$10,000.00. He asked if anyone was aware of this. The Mayor
replied that he was aware of the three purchases, and that he
had told the department to make the purchases and that he would
sign the purchase orders over or under the department head's
signature. Councilman Lilly repeated that Council action on the
21st of August, 1973, authorized purchase orders to be signed by
the department head up to and including $100.00, and these three
exceed that amount. The Mayor stated that he knew about the
purchases in advance, that he told the department head that he
would sign either over or underneath his signature. He asked
Councilman Lilly if he were trying to say that this department
head is guilty of wrongdoing. Councilman Lilly replied that he
was just saying this department head has no premission to sign

purchase orders over $100.00, yet he has on three of them. The
Mayor said, "He had permission from me to sign them." The Mayor
also called to their attention a purchase order #1373 dated
November 29, 1974, as yet unsigned that covered a front tire for
the Mack fire truck. However, he stated that he did intend to
sign the purchase order. The Fire Chief had called to report
the punctured tire, and it was needed in a hurry in order to
keep the fire truck in running condition. The Mayor had given
permission by telephone to purchase the tire from Wright Tire
and Battery Company in Charleston, purchase price $140.66. He
added"What is the use of having a $50,000.00 fire truck if you
can't run it because of a tire?"
Councilman Priddy said"! think what Councilman Lilly is
trying to point out, Mayor, is that Council took action which
carried, but evidently that action hasn't been followed, so it
has seemingly little value." The Mayor said that he would
recommend very strongly that Council seriously consider giving
the department heads more leeway in making purchases. Councilman
Lilly remarked, "If this is an example of the leeway that they
exercise with what they've got, I recommend taking everything
from them on purchases whatsoever." City Attorney Frank Armada
asked if this was an ordinance which was passed or was it a
resolution as far as council policy was concerned. Tom Melton
replied that he did not believe it was a formal resolution, the
minutes record it as a motion made and passed in council meeting.
He further stated that the purchases were uniforms for new
policemen and such purchases had been authorized by Council.
Councilman Lilly said he was not questioning the purchases, only
who signed the purchase order, that Council's direction was for
department heads to sign for purchases up to $100.00. The Mayor
stated that he felt Councilman Lilly was making an issue over a
very petty thing, and unless some other councilman had something
to add, he would like to continue with Council business.
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Councilman Mann said he would like to add one thing. He feels
that the ruling on the purchases to exceed $100.00 should either
be changed or complied with. Mr. Frank Armada offered the
suggestion that Council have an ordinance drafted covering
purchasing policy, providing for penalties, etc., instead of
doing it by an informal resolution. Councilman Paul Hill
suggested that perhaps the limit should be revised from $100.00
to $200.00, since we will have to go with the times, and at
today's prices it is hard to buy anything for $100.00 to be used
on our equipment.
The motion for approval of the November financial statement
was brought to a vote. Voting in favor were City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilmen Dr. Allen, Hugo Tidquist, Vernon Casebolt
and Dewey Mann. Opposing votes were from Councilmen Thomas
Lilly and Keith Priddy. Councilman Paul Hill abstained. The
motion carried.
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DECEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT:
following report:

Councilman Dewey Mann gave the

Balance December 1, 1974
Receipts

$ 53,418.06
48,499.99
101.918.05

Disbursements
Balance December 31, 1974

48,748.18
$ 53,169.87

NEW BUSINESS:

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Church of Christ asking
for an area of Main Avenue near the church to be marked for church
parking only. He recommended that this be given to the Street
Sign and Traffic Committees for a recommendation at the next
council meeting.
Councilman Casebolt asked if he could give
an explanation of the request. He explained that the area asked
for is on Main Avenue beside the church, and they would like to
be able to leave the church busses there during the Sunday
morning services. The longest they would be parked in this
area at any given time would be two hours, then they would be
parked on the parking lot across the street. A copy of the
letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
A letter from the Kidney Foundation of West Virginia asked
permission for a solicitation campaign to be held during the
period of March 16 - 23, 1975. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion that permission be granted. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
A letter from the Kanawha County Unit of the American Cancer
Society requested permission for a campaign from March 15 to
May 15, 1975. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that approval be
given. The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly, and passed
by unanimous vote.
The Mayor asked if a list of poles or pole numbers was
available showing where lights were needed following a recent
survey of all wards. Councilman Keith Priddy, Chairman of the
Street Light Committee, replied that all lists have not been
given to him by the ward councilmen. Just as soon as these are
given to him, he will compile a complete list to be sent to
Appalachian Power Company.
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The Mayor stated that he had been contacted by Mr. Lyons, the
principal, and Mr. Vance, the football coach, of Nitro High School
about making a connection to the water line in the City Park near
the basketball court for the purpose of installing a sprinkler
system at the football field. The Mayor said he has talked with
Mr. Harry Curtis of the West Virginia Water Company and has been
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informed that a meter would be installed that would be flush with
the ground and no liability hazard. The Mayor said he has asked
that a diagram or plan be forwarded showing what they intend to
do. Mr. Thomas, of the school board is expected to forward a
letter making the formal request for this. The Mayor suggested
that the Building and Planning Committee and the Recreation Committee
study this and perhaps have a report by next council meeting.
The Mayor reported that he has talked with Mr. Jack Whiting
and Mr. Charles McQueen of the Regional Development Authority
regarding the possibility of being considered for an Urban
Renewal Block Grant under the new Federal Housing and Community
Development Act recently passed.
Mayor Gibson said that if Council had no objections he would
like to replace Mr. Paul Hill of the Policemen's Civil Service
Commission with Mr. Mel Pennington. None of the councilmen
objected to Mayor Gibson's appointment.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist reported on a recent meeting of the Recreation Committee.
Discussed were the possibility of placing rocks or shrubbery
around the lawn of the swimming pool to prevent cars from being
driven onto the grass; resurfacing the volleyball court; making
a combination volleyball and basketball court; filling in of the
baby pool at the swimming pool because of such little use and
sanitation problems; shortening the pool hours; and closing the
pool on Mondays for cleaning and maintenance. Also under
consideration is the building of a small building to be used as
a combination storage/concession stand at Ridenour Memorial
Park. A drawing of this has been sent to Mr. Dixie Shreve of
the Soil Conservation Commission.
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Councilman Casebolt asked if there had been any progress
made on the electricity for Ridenour Memorial Park. A request
was made for this over a year ago. A concession stand, etc.,
could not be run until electricity is installed. Mayor Gibson
said both he and Councilman Priddy had contacted Mr. Judy of the
Appalachian Power Company. A committee meeting was being held
this week, and Mr. Judy hopes to be able to let us know something
by the end of the week.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly reported that the
Emergency Ambulance Committee has had a series of meetings during
the last two months, and have also had meetings with the County
Court and various concerns. He recommended that Council pass a
resolution stating that the City of Nitro is in favor of the
Western Regional Concept of Emergency Ambulance Service. The
"western region" encompasses a four-county area which includes
Kanawha.
Mr. Fred Cooke of Cooke & Pauley Funeral Home explained
that as of now, Nitro does not have an ambulance service. Ambulances
are coming in from other communities, but if you have an
emergency you do not have a service that can be rendered within
eight minutes right now, which leaves the city vulnerable. He
added that he realizes that the committee Mr. Lilly heads is
looking for an alternate solution, but the county court proposal
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may be several months before it is even started.
Nitro is sitting without anything.

In the meantime

Councilman Lilly stated that as of right now there are
some ambulances that can be stationed in the area, but when the
new regulations go into effect as of the first of February,
many of these will not be able to operate, and we do have a
problem. Right now, he added, you could probably get five
ambulances of some sort within ten minutes, but after February 1,
you would be lucky to get one within one-half hour. Councilman
Lilly said that hopefully between now and then the county will
identify the position they will take in this ambulance service.
The feeling of the committee is that they would correlate the
ambulance service within the county, and the second thing that
we could hope to receive from them would be the communication
system which would be tied in with the Sheriff's department.
Mayor Gibson asked Councilman Lilly to define the area
that makes up the "western region."
Councilman Lilly stated
that this is the name given to the area of West Virginia made
up of four counties, Kanawha, Clay, Putnam and Boone. In the
national plan, West Virginia is divided into three areas.
Councilman Lilly's motion that Council go on record as
favoring the Western Regional Concept was seconded by Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy.
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Some further discussion of the ambulance service followed,
during which Mr. Cooke stated that he had had to refuse 33
ambulance calls since the first of the year. Councilman
Casebolt asked what happens now that it is against the law for
Mr. Cooke to furnish ambulance service. Councilman Thomas
Lilly stated that as of right now there are two or three
ambulances parked in Nitro and it is conceivable that if you
called one you might have eight or ten in a matter of ten minutes.
After the first of February, many of these so-called ambulances
will not be able to operate because of the new regulations on
equipment. Councilman Lilly suggested that perhaps before next
council meeting there could be a special session called just to
discuss the ambulance service.
The motion was brought to a vote and passed by unanimous vote.
Councilman Paul Hill:
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No new business.

Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann stated that on his
street light survey, he had stated that lights were needed on
24th through 39th. It had been discussed that perhaps if the
lights on First and Second Avenues could be turned a little, this
area might have sufficient illumination. Some of the areas where
lights were recommended have no poles, so getting pole numbers
would be impossible.
Councilman Mann also informed Council that the representative
from the Michie Company is in town and conferences are being held
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with the city attorney on the codification of our ordinances,
which should be completed this week.
Councilman Mann also reported that he attended the meeting
of the Kanawha County Transportation Citizen's Advisory Committee
on December 4, 1974, in Charleston. A traffic light for 40th
Street was discussed and he was told that the Highway Department
has no schedule of funds obligated for the light at this time. It
was recommended that this be given priority to be done in early
1975. It was estimated that a traffic light for the area would
be $26,000.00.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had written Commissioner Ritchie
asking that a crosswalk be painted on First Avenue at 19th Street
and Plant Road for school children crossing in the area. He added
that he had been told that the Department of Highways is doing an
in-depth survey on the traffic light at 40th Street and First Avenue
with the possibility in mind of making a third lane to turn right
off of Plant Road.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen reported that there was some discrepancy in the
bidding on the tile for the Library in the bid from Kanawha
Office Supply, who was the low bidder. Since his specifications
did not meet the requirements, Council voted to award the bid to
the next lowest bidder, Modern Supply Company of Nitro with a
bid of $1,569.23.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large Priddy
presented a letter dated January 7,1975, from a delegation of
residents from Fourth Street expressing their concern for the
situation at 416 Fourth Street, heavy traffic to and from this
house, as well as loud noises at night. They expressed concern
that sewage from this house is not going into the sewer system,
but is running onto the street. Mayor Gibson informed the
citizens that the Kanawha-Charleston Health Department is
working on the matter, and he read portions of a letter from the
Health Department addressed to Mr. Pauley, the owner of the house,
in which he was told that legal action would be taken. The
letter, bearing date of January 3, 1975, over the signature of
Charles R. Saber, Chief Sanitarian, is attached hereto and made
a part hereof.
Regarding the other problems, Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney,
said that 90% of all crimes punished are the result of a witness
coming forth and identifying the criminal. He recommended that
the citizens cooperate with the police in calling the police in
the event they witness the law being broken, or going down and
swearing out a warrant and identifying the individuals involved.
The group asked if they could get extra police patrols on
their street. The Mayor said he would have their letter posted
on the bulletin board in the Police Department. He also asked
them to obtain license numbers of cars that were blocking
driveways, or other illegal things. The Mayor assured the group

I

I

they would have cooperation from his office and from the Police
Department, and thanked them for coming to council meeting. A copy
of the letter from the residents bearing date of January 7, 1975,
is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Priddy asked if a crossing guard had been obtained
for the 19th Street-First Avenue area. He was told a man had been
hired for the job.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked about the year-end financial
report that is supposed to be advertised. He asked if this had
been done. Tom Melton, City Recorder, replied that this is being
typed now, and just as soon as he can have a meeting with the
Finance Committee, it will be ready.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if anything had been heard
on the EPA Grant. The Mayor replied that by telephone he had
been told that the time had been extended for a period of 90 days,
but so far he has received no letter confirming this.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt asked if we
do have an ordinance limiting the amount our department heads can
sign a purchase order for. Mr. Armada said that an ordinance has
been proposed, the amounts have not been set.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment, which was
seconded by Councilman Lilly. The motion carried.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
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ELDERS
Jack Di«hl
Jim Lander a
Delmar Tucker

Lock & Main

Nitro.WA/a. 25143

Genrge A'bshir

December 11, 197k
Grover Shamb51i

Honorable William I). Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitre, West Vriginia 25lU3

DEA0NS
Covert
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Bill Hutson
Bill Priddy

Jim Casebolt

Your Honor:

As you know, we are we11 into the construction of a
substantial educational addition to our present
bui Iding.

Ronald Tucker-

Due to the future increase in attendance we are
anticipating, we would, like to request that street
signs reading, "Church Parking Only", be installed
from the corner of Lock Street to and including house
No. lii, which is church owned property.

Frank Eggleston

Please advise if this is possible.

Brent Stover

In His service,

MINISTER
Ted Black-wood
Office - 755-5738
Horns - 7 5 5 «=• 5 7 71

ft

The "elders

January 7, 1975
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TO:

Mayor and Councilman
City of Nitro

PROM: Residents of 4th. Street Hill, Nitro, W.Va.

25143

We the undersigned are here tonight asking your help to
either stop or get under control certain element's that? constantly
harrass, disturb and make life misable for the residents of
4th. Street-Hill.
There is a house at 416 4th Street that? to the best of our
knowledge is owned by L. Fred Pauley. This house is and has been
rented to some girls. What" all takes place at this house we
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don't'know, but one thing is for certain whatever it is suredraws a crowd. Persons freqenting this house parks anywhere
and everywhere regardless of who owns the property and regardless
of what' damage is done, these same people are seen earring
open bottles of beer to and from said residence. The empty
bottles wind up where ever they deem convenient.
Racing of motors and spinning of wheels at all hours of
the night make sleeping next to impossible.
There is a steady strem of sewer that runs down 4th. Street.
We understand this has been cloecked by the city and by the
County Health Department-, but as of tonight the sewer still
flows freely.
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The lawn was mowed once last spring. Cars has bee^i over
the hill and tore down trees, spinning out grass and gravel.
They have blocked driveways so we could' not get our cars off of
the street^.

-2They have blocked the street for as long as two hours.
Gentlemen each of us at one time or another has called
the police department asking for help.
We ask that our street be patrolled on a scheduled basis
with heavy emphasis on weekends night and holidays. We realize
that the Police force is small with a lot of area to cover
but we need help.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

January 21, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on January 21, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
for the meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman Paul
Hill. Councilman Dewey Mann was absent. Also present were
City Attorney Frank Armada and Street Superintendent Gene
Williams.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES JANUARY 7, 1975, MEETING: Mayor Gibson
reminded Council that each had received a copy of the minutes in
the mail and had been given an opportunity to review them.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt made the motion for approval, which
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. The vote of
approval was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF DECEMBER, 1974, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Tom
Melton, City Recorder,stated that a copy of the financial
statement had been mailed to all councilmen, giving them an
opportunity to study it. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
about the balance in the Revenue Sharing Savings Account. Mr.
Melton explained that $25,000.00 was being transferred from
the savings account to the checking account. Councilman at
Large Priddy also asked about the item listed as an error on
the last report. Mr. Melton explained that it had simply
been an error in subtraction on the check book. Approval of
the financial statement was brought to a vote. Councilmen
Dr. Allen, Tidquist, Hill and Casebolt voted in favor of
approval. Councilmen Lilly and Priddy opposed.
Mr. Melton said he would like to elaborate on a question
raised by Councilman Lilly at the previous council meeting.
Councilman Lilly had asked about Item No. 11, Police Department
General Expenses, being close to being over the proposed budget.
Mr. Melton explained that he had added up the expenses under
this item for the first six months of the 1973-74 fiscal year
which totaled $3,390.00 over our average, and for the first
six months of the current year it was $3,399.36, which means
there was only $9.00 difference from the year before. On
Item No. 46, Mr. Melton stated that there is possibly $93.00
or $94.00 difference from the year before.
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Mr. Melton explained that, as far as the overall outlook
of the budget is concerned, comparing the first six months of
the previous year and the first six months of the current year,
the budget shows we are $98,000.00 to the good, however, this
figure is not completely realistic because we receive some items
once a month and some items only three or four times a year such
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as money due from the sheriff. Considering all figures
realistically, we are approximately $30,000.00 to the good.
Councilman Lilly said it was Item No. 44 he had questioned
instead of No. 46 which pertains to salaries instead of
expenses. Mr. Melton replied that the difference in the
figure for salaries could be du.e to longevity, and he would
check this.
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INSTALLATION OF WATER METER AT CITY^PARK: Mr. Paul Hill,
Chairman of the Building & Planning Committee, stated that he
had received a letter from the Kanawha County Board of Education
regarding the installation of the water meter to be used for
a sprinkling system at Underwood Field. He also expected a
letter from Mr. Curtis of the West Virginia Water Company
giving specifications for the line and the meter which will be
installed at no cost to the city. Councilman Hill made a
motion that they be allowed to go ahead with this project.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt. All
voted in favor.
STREET MARKED "FOR CHURCH PARKING ONLY" AT THE CHURCH
OF CHRIST ON MAIN AVENUE: Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that he
had met with the Fire Chief, but he would like to delay this
matter until next council meeting until he has had an
opportunity to meet with the Police Chief to discuss it.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Jack Whiting
of the Regional Development Authority and Mr. Charles McQueen
who is Director of County Planning. These gentlemen were here
to explain the Federal Housing and Community Development Act
recently passed by Congress concerning Urban Renewal Block
Grants. Mr. Whiting's talk dealt with approximately $458,000.00
in undesignated money that could be applied for by Nitro and
other towns that do not already have an Urban Renewal plan.
The amount of money to be made available escalates in 1975 and
1976. The idea is to get cities ready with some type of planning
program or projection of need in the area. Sewers would be an
eligible cost, or recreation. If Nitro wanted to further
develop the lake, that would be an eligible cost. Mr. Whiting
stated that one of the problems in the development of applications
for communities is the reluctancy of people to do capital program
planning. He was referring to a program of capital expenditures
being programmed over a series of years based on the actual need.
Council must come up with their own cost estimates, but Mr.
Whiting stated that he and Mr. McQueen would help with the
public hearings, and the actual application.
Mr. Charles McQueen stated that this program replaces the
Urban Renewal, Open Space, Recreation Grants, Beautification,
etc., with the Federal government. The cities that already
have programs allocated under previous programs will be
continued to completion. Some cities create a Community
Development department, some appoint an assistant to the Mayor,
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or an administrative officer, but generally in smaller communities
the Mayor can handle it depending on how much time he can devote
to it, but somebody has to be designated as the person responsible
for handling Community Development affairs.
Mr. McQueen listed several specific things that must be
completed when putting in an application for Community Development funds. These included: Cities must submit a three-year
Community Development plan for the city to include specific
needs of low-income people in the neighborhood, estimates of
what it will cost, general location and how it relates to the
general neighborhood, a sketch or map, plan for where the money
is to come from, and an environmental impact report. Also
needed is a five-part housing assistance plan, which most
communities have the Charleston Housing Authority plan for them.
A Community Development budget is also required, and last, a
certification signed by the Mayor. Public hearings and citizen
participation in the planning are required. Revenue sharing
funds can be matched with Community Development funds also.
It is mandatory in the development of the application for
Community Development funds that we seek funds from other
sources first. If no funds are available, then the application
for Community Development funds can be made.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Appalachian Engineers to
Mr. J. Speed Jones, Department of Highways, dated January 16,
1975, with reference to the Blakes Creek Project Supplemental
Agreement. This Supplemental Agreement provides for the payment
of $10,170.00 to the City of Nitro for supplemental work on
the reconstruction of a section of Secondary Route 24-1 at the
Blakes Creek Watershed project. Enclosed with the letter were
several attachments. Mayor Gibson requested this letter be
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Tidquist remarked that some time ago there
were complaints about the repaving of Blakes Creek Road. The
pavement was some inches higher than the berm. Nothing has
been done to correct this. The Mayor replied that this has
been discussed with Mr. Jones who says that he is going to try
to flare the berm out at his earliest convenience.
Mayor Gibson stated that Exhibit 42, plans and specifications for the upgrading of our sewer system,have been filed
with the Public Service Commission, and there is to be a public
hearing on March 31, 1975.
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Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman Tidquist
stated that he has no new business, except that he has been
called by a lady who lives on Easter Road asking if it could
possibly be repaired so they can get in and out. The lady also
mentioned being bothered by dogs in the area. Councilman at
Large Tidquist asked if the Humane Officer does give any report
on the dogs he catches, what area, etc. The Mayor replied that
we have a new Humane Officer, who has only been on the job
approximately three weeks. He is supposed to give a report

on the animals picked up. This man was a trainer of dogs in the
service for seven years, and the Mayor said he feels this man
will do an outstanding job. The Mayor said one dog was picked
up in the Easter Road area recently and taken to the pound in
Charleston, and has since been reclaimed by his owner.
The Mayor stated that it was his understanding that Easter
Road was paved years ago as a joint venture of the citizens of
the area, and it has deteriorated until there is not much road
left. We have done a lot of repair work on the road in the
last two years and are willing to do more. He said if Council
wants to get estimates from a blacktop company, or put out
specifications for bids, or appropriate some money for repairs,
he would be in favor of it. Councilman Tidquist said perhaps
the city engineer should look at it and make recommendations.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman
of the Emergency Ambulance Committee, stated that he had given
each councilman an abbreviated form of the report from the
committee, and that the complete report would be given to the
City Recorder. He gave an outline briefly of the different
alternatives discussed by the committee to obtain ambulance
service for the city. Their chief points of discussion were
as follows: (1) Effective January 1, 1975, all emergency vehicles
must have trained personnel; (2) Region 3, including the four
counties of Boone, Clay, Putnam and Kanawha. The report itself
is rather large on this; (3) For the city of Nitro to provide
its own emergency ambulance service. The estimated cost
annually for this would be $83,000.00, to provide one ambulance
equipped and operated by Emergency Medical Personnel, etc. In
looking at the 1969 survey, we had 730 ambulance calls that
year and this would result in a cost per call of $113.00; (4)
Kanawha County committee report on ambulance service; (5) Western
Kanawha County proposal with the city of Nitro to join Putnam
in a regional concept that would contain four counties.
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The Emergency Ambulance Committee's recommendation is that
the city of Nitro enter into a 6-month agreement with United
Ambulance Service, with the thought in mind that eventually the
Kanawha County Court will proceed with the plan to combine
ambulance service for the four county area which Nitro will be
a part of. Taking the estimated $50,000.00 per year as presented
on the last page of the proposal, and using the 730 calls per
year, this gives you a cost of $68.00 per call as compared to
the $113.00.
Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion that the city
enter into this agreement. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded
the motion. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the committee
had only one recommendation of one service. Councilman Lilly
replied that numerous recommendations are in the report, but the
committee's recommendation is for United. Councilman Dr. Allen
asked if bids had been received from other ambulance services.
He was told several bids had been received. Dr. Allen asked
about the approximate cost to the city for this service. He was
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told by Councilman Lilly the estimate was between $4,500.00 and
$5,000.00 per month. Dr. Allen stated that he felt this should
be discussed with Councilman Mann who is chairman of the Finance
Committee as to where this money will come from. We do not have
a line item for this. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that
we do need the service, but over a period of four months this
could run $20,000.00, which is a lot of money for a community
of our size. Mr. Armada, city attorney, was asked about the
legality of such a contract. It was decided he should study it.
Councilman at Large Priddy said he would like to change his
motion to make the agreement subject to approval of the contract
and allocation of funds to finance it. Councilman at Large
Tidquist agreed to the change in the motion. Dr. Allen asked
Mr. Whiting just what the county is doing at the present time
on this emergency ambulance service. Mr. Whiting replied that
they would be investigating for six months the feasibility of
a radio net work for the region, looking into methods of
financing that individual cities can go to for funds, and also
working with the C & P Telephone Company on the establishment
of an emergency telephone number for the area. A vote on the
motion was called and the vote carried unanimously.
Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of
the Building and Planning Committee, made a motion that the
specifications for the improvement of the storm sewers at
Brookhaven as prepared by Appalachian Engineers be let for
bids and have the bids opened at the first council meeting in
March. Councilman Casebolt asked for the location of the
improvements. He was told the plans were for Brookhaven Circle,
and is the first of three steps recommended by the Appalachian
Engineers. Councilman Casebolt questioned the advisability of
starting the corrective measures in Brookhaven Circle.
Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion. Councilmen Hill, Lilly,
Allen and Priddy, and Recorder Tom Melton voted in favor, with
Councilmen Casebolt and Tidquist opposed. The motion carried.
Councilman Hill presented a drawing of a counter for the
Police Department. He made a motion that Council approve the
purchase of this for a cost of $950.00 which included labor and
material. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion.
The vote of approval was unanimous. Mayor Gibson stated that
the purchase would be paid out of revenue sharing.
Councilman Hill commented that we are working on the road
problem on 18th Street hill. He has talked to Mr. Williams
about it, and Appalachian Engineers have been asked to check
out the matter and give their recommendations.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V Allen: Councilman at Large
Allen stated that in the absence of Councilman Mann who is
chairman of the Ordinance Committee, he would like to make a
motion that Council approve for payment a statement from the
Michie Company for $1,000.00. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Priddy, and passed by unanimous vote.
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Councilman at Large Allen presented a rough draft of the
proposed ordinance and made a motion to have this as the first
reading for the Bid and Purchasing Ordinance. All councilmen
had previously voted for this in an Ordinance Committee meeting.
The city attorney will have this typed in legal form for the
second reading. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the motion.
All voted in favor.
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Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that a "No Parking"
sign be installed on Frederick Street at Kapok near the corner.
Recently a fire truck had trouble getting through the area. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly and the vote of approval
was unanimous.
Councilman at Large Allen also reported that the carpet
and tile is being installed at the library this week.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy asked if the crossing guard has started working yet at
19th Street. Tom Melton explained that he was waiting until the
streets are cleared enough to get the cross walk painted by the
West Virginia Department of Highways before starting work as a
school guard.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked about the Revenue Sharing
Fund. Once money is allocated in an Entitlement Period for a
certain project, does it stay on deposit until that project is
undertaken? His specific question concerned the money allocated
for the maintenance garage. Tom Melton, City Recorder replied
that part of it had been spent for the purchase of land, and
Council had approved the use of some for an extra policeman. The
Mayor explained that he had recently given each councilman a letter
over the signature of Mr. Schiff from Washington, D. C., which made
exception of the first two checks. Mayor Gibson stated that he
would give Mr. Priddy another copy of the correspondence.
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CqunciIman Vernon GaseboIt: Councilman Casebolt stated that
he had some forms on the new Fire Prevention Bureau that is being
set up by the Fire Department, and he would like for the city
attorney to examine them.
Councilman Casebolt reported that Main Avenue just above the
landfill is getting some pretty big pot holes.
Councilman Casebolt moved for adjournment. The move was
seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist. The motion carried
unanimously.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 4, 1975
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The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on February 4, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
for the meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill
and Councilman Dewey Mann. Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney,
was also present.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend William Westlund
of the First Presbyterian Church.
Approval of Minutes January 21 1975^, Meeting: Mayor Gibson
reminded Council that each had received a copy of the minutes in
the mail and had been given an opportunity to review them.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion for the approval of the minutes.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and the vote of approval
was unanimous.

I

Street Marked for "Church Parking Only" at the Church of
Christ on Main AvenueTCouncilman at Large Dr. Allen presented
Mr.Charles Miller of Main Avenue, who had asked to speak to
Council regarding the parking on Main Avenue. Mr. Miller stated
that there is a traffic problem on Main Avenue between Boundary
and Lock, and he feels that the church using the area the way
they are for bus parking is creating a hazard. He also said
that he feels the fire truck would not be able to get through
in the event of a fire while the busses are parked. He said
there is just not enough room on the street for busses and the
traffic that parks there.
Dr. Allen stated that, as the situation is now, the busses
are coming in, unloading and then moving on.
Councilman Casebolt noted that, as far as parking the busses
across the street on the parking lot, we are the only church in
the city of Nitro that does not use street parking. We park
every automobile that comes to services there on our parking
lot. With the busses on the parking lot, we would have to take
up the street parking with automobiles.
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A lengthy discussion followed covering such points as: The
inability of the fire truck to turn right from Lock Street to
Main; Mr. Miller was worried about the street giving way where
Main and Boundary Streets meet; If the street were used more
in one direction than in the other; Heavy amount of traffic due
to the park, swimming pool, etc.; The busses would not be parked
in the area during working hours, or plant shifts; Drivers not
familiar with the area sometimes drive heavy trucks onto that
end of Main Avenue while they really need to get to Route 25;
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Possibility of new signs marking Route 25 or saying "No Through
Traffic"; Suggestions for weight limit on the street; Possibility
of having the Department of Highways make a traffic survey in
the area; Letter from Mr. Russell of the zoning board concerning
serious traffic problem in the area; Was recommendations of Police
Chief and Fire Chief obtained; Councilman Casebolt asked Mr.
Miller if they would keep the busses off the street would he
agree to opening up the alley; Mayor Gibson asked if there were
any objections to the way busses come in now and unload and
leave; Possibility of unloading in front of church; Safety of
children main concern for wanting to park the busses on Main
Avenue by the church; Possibility of making Main Avenue one way
on that block.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he felt there would be no
reason for the fire truck to turn right onto Main Avenue from
Lock. He also stated that he would like to see a dump truck or
even a garbage truck go up Kanawha Street from Hickory, or go out
Washington Street and turn west from Hickory to Cedar. There is
no way the fire truck could turn onto these streets. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen said he would recommend that the matter be
given further study and leave as is at the present time. Councilman Paul Hill made a motion that the matter be tabled for future
study. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion.
Councilman Casebolt said he would like for the study to include
not only church parking at Lock and Main, but the church
parking throughout the city. Councilman Hill said the motion
was for the study of the church parking as listed in the agenda
and someone would have to make another motion for the additional
study. On the vote, Councilman Casebolt abstained, all others
voted in favor.
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NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson stated that the job of replacing
the roof was put out for bids, the lowest being $10,277.50 from
Harris Brothers Roofing Company of Charleston. The Mayor said
he would entertain a motion that the $10,277.00 be paid out of
General Operating expense account. The motion was made by
Councilman Paul Hill and seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked what line item this would be.
The Mayor replied that it would not be a line item, no line item
had been provided. We could not forsee when we made out the
levy estimate last March that this problem would be encountered,
so there is no line item. The Mayor said he spoke with Mr. Gene
Hill in the Tax Department who said go ahead and pay the bill if
the money is available in the General Account. He also said
there is no problem, the adjustment can be made any time in the
future. Councilmen Casebolt, Hill, Allen, Tidquist and Mann
voted approval. Councilmen Priddy and Lilly opposed. The
motion carried.
The Mayor said the first reading at the last meeting of the
ordinance regarding the purchase practices of the city was in
rough draft, and Mr. Mann has the ordinance prepared by Mr.
Armada ready for the first reading tonight. Mr. Armada explained

I

339

I

I

that a first reading is usually an introduction to the ordinance
and if, after study, there are changes which should be made,
these can be made before the second reading. Councilman Mann
read the title of the ordinance as follows:
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED
IN PURCHASING ANY AND ALL SUPPLIES, MATERIALS AND
SERVICES; CREATING THE POSITION OF PURCHASING DIRECTOR;
PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE BIDDING; NOTICE; DEFINING AN
EMERGENCY SITUATION; EMERGENCY PURCHASING PROCEDURES;
OFFENSES AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; ADMINISTRATION
AND ENFORCEMENT.
The Mayor said it was his understanding that after the
second reading this ordinance would become effective, and would
be sent to the Michie Company to be included in the codification.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked if we did not have the first
reading at the last council meeting. Mayor Gibson replied that
it was just a rough draft. Attorney Frank Armada explained that
what was submitted at the last meeting was actually a report of
Mr. Mann's meeting, he was not here. It wasn't actually an
ordinance as there was no ordinance here at that time.
Councilman Priddy said that the minutes which had just been
approved stated that the first reading was of the rough draft
and that the attorney would have it typed in legal form for the
A second reading. The attorney explained that the proper thing
to do would be to correct the minutes, since there was no
ordinance prepared at that time. The minutes should be corrected
to read that a report was accepted at the last meeting. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the minutes be corrected.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Mann, and passed
unanimously. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that
tonight's reading be accepted as the first reading of the Bid
and Purchasing Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Paul Hill and passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist reported that the American Legion Hall has been cleaned,
utilities turned on and will soon be ready to use as a recreation
center. The American Legion is in the process of deeding this
property to the city.
Councilman Tidquist said he had been asked how well the
2-hour parking is enforced, and also the 15-minute zone down
near the Post Office. Mr. Tidquist suggested this be checked
into and also to see if the 15-minute zone needs to be repainted.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:
Councilman Paul Hill:
Councilman Dewey Mann:
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No new business.

No new business.
Councilman Dewey Mann gave the
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following financial report;
Balance December 31, 1974

$53,169.87

Receipts in January, 1975

49,050.98

Disbursements January, 1975
Balance January 31, 1975

38,193.17
64,027.68
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Councilman Mann stated that he would like to see the city
get some money under the "Block Grant" program which has been
discussed. He made a motion that the Mayor be authorized to
proceed with an application for a Community Development Block
Grant from HUD and that he be the official agent in this capacity.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and was passed
by unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:

No new business.

Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that several months ago Mr. Hayne indicated to
Council that he had made application on behalf of the city for
a refund from EPA in the amount of $17,000.00 to $19,000.00 as
a result of our primary sewage plant fund only being 50% at
the time. He asked if we had gotten this refund. Mayor Gibson
said that it had been reported in the paper that a couple of
councilmen assumed that we had and it should be on the financial
statement some where, but he referred the question to the city
recorder. Mr. Melton stated that the reason it has never shown
up on the financial statement is because we have never received
it. Any funds that are received are shown on the very next
financial statement. We have never received any funds from EPA.
The Mayor added that it has been insinuated in the paper that
the money had been received and that it had not been shown on
the account, and that he thought before statements like that
are made they should be checked out for accuracy.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt proposed
a resolution of City Council regarding the duties and responsibilities of the City Recorder regarding distribution of minutes
of Council meetings. Councilman Casebolt read the proposed
resolution and made a motion that it be adopted by Council
tonight. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dewey Mann.
City Recorder Tom Melton said that if the resolution were passed,
he would have to have more help in the office. The Mayor said
he thought this should be stalled until July 1 until more money
could be appropriated for clerical help.
Mr. Melton asked Mr. Casebolt if he were indicating that he
was not trying to get the job done. Mr. Casebolt replied that
he was not indicating anything, that all he was saying was that
Council approved a motion unanimously that the minutes be
received within three or four working days after council meeting.
The Mayor added that we do have to have priorities. We
cannot turn our back on people who come in to pay B & 0 Tax or
get a building permit, etc. Mr. Melton asked if Council would
object to hiring another girl part time. He said he believes
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there may be enough money in this particular lined item, and
we do need more help here in the office.
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Councilman Paul Hill asked if Councilman Casebolt wanted
the minutes typed word for word. Councilman Casebolt replied
that they are not being typed word for word now. Councilman
Hill repeated the question - should the minutes be typed word
for word? No one answered this.
Councilman Mann stated that he doesn't think there is
anything more important than the work, the business, that is
conducted in this body of men right here. There isn't anything
more important! Tom Melton asked "In other words, you would
like for me to put this on top priority over everything else?"
Councilman Mann said "Yes, that is what we have said here."
A heated discussion followed between Mayor Gibson and
Councilman Casebolt during which Councilman Casebolt referred
to the previous motion as a "bag of wind".
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that Council will have
to make a decision to say get the minutes out and forget about
the rest of it, or go ahead and do it the best way you can and
get them to us as soon as you can.
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Additional discussion followed during which Councilman
Casebolt remarked that he thought Councilmen deserved the courtesy
of getting the minutes early enough that they could read them
while their minds are still fresh on what did happen at Council
meeting.
Another point of discussion was whether or not the Mayor
should sign the minutes, and if the minutes would be more
accurate if done early, and the length of time needed to get
the minutes done. Recorder Tom Melton recommended that if the
budget checks out, we check with the finance committee and see
if we can hire someone else part time for the rest of this fiscal
year.
Mr. Frank Armada said that he thought Council should
determine first a matter of policy, and it has never been done,
What you want contained in your official minutes. If you are
going to go on a verbatim transcription of everything that is
said, or whether or not you are going to go on the official
motions that were made, ordinances presented, the official
action of council. Mr. Armada said he thought Council should
decide what they want in the minutes first, and then proceed
from there.
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The motion was brought to a vote. Voting in favor were
Councilmen Thomas Lilly, Keith Priddy, Vernon Casebolt, and
Dewey Mann. Opposed were Councilmen Hugo Tidquist, Paul Hill
and Dr. R. V. Allen. City Recorder Tom Melton abstained. The
motion carried.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that he had been informed by the
attorney that this resolution had to be signed, so he read the
following: "The forgoing resolution was adopted by Council of the
City of Nitro February 4, 1975. Attested:" and asked the Mayor
to sign it, which he did. The Mayor stated that more help would
be needed or it might not be possible to get the minutes any
sooner. Councilman Casebolt read a portion of the resolution
"Failure of the Recorder to comply with these provisions hereof
shall constitute grounds for action by council for misfeasance in
office" and he added there are laws that have set up fines for
not following through on resolutions adopted by Council. A copy
of this resolution is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Allen asked "What happens if he couldn't get
the minutes out?" After some discussion the information was
that it would come back to Council to determine if any action
should be taken. Councilman Casebolt said that he felt that
the men on Council are broadminded enough that if something
important comes up, or something breaks down, they could certainly
see this as the reason for the minutes not being done.
Councilman Casebolt said that some time ago he had met with
an engineer who had drawn up plans for our Smith Street landfill
for our city garage. He asked if anything had been done on it.
The Mayor said we had run into the problem of the flood map. He
had written a lengthy letter protesting the flood map and had
received a revised one that is much better. The new one is in the
hands of the Appalachian Engineers and they are doing some more
research to see how accurate the new map is. He mentioned also
that one of the larger cities in West Virginia had rejected
completely their flood map. Until we get the flood map straightened
out, we have been advised to wait. We do plan to use some federal
money, and we want to be sure we are compatible with them in
every respect.
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Two gentlemen from Ade Ambulance Service, Mr. Jack Dearien
and Mr. Carl Cobb, were present and gave the Mayor a letter
which they asked to have read to Council. The Mayor read the
letter aloud. Mr. Dearien wanted to know why his proposal of
ambulance service was not presented to Council. Councilman
Lilly explained that all proposals and letters were included
in the committee's report, which is on file, and there are still
many things to be considered and ironed out. Mr. Dearien stated
that he would be glad to meet with Council and the citizens of
Nitro to answer questions about his equipment, personnel, or the
type of service he could provide to the citizens of Nitro.
Councilman Lilly explained that he had not received bids from
ambulance services, all he had asked for was proposals of what
each company would provide. Mr. Frank Armada explained that
under the new purchasing procedures ordinance, a service of this
type would have to be advertised for competitive bidding.
Mr. Armada stated that Council should consider, too, the
fact that this will not be a straight contractural agreement
between the city and the ambulance service. Instead the city
would be subsidizing a private concern. The city would be
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appropriating a certain number of dollars for the service, and
they would in turn be charging customers.
Mr. Dearien said that if and when the time comes, Nitro
does decide to go for private ambulance service, he would like
the privilege of making a bid on the service.
Councilman Mann made a motion that the letter from Ade
Ambulance Service be made a part of the minutes and withhold
further discussion, because this is bigger than we could settle
tonight. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt.
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
City Recorder Tom Melton said that he would like to have
two points clarified. In the resolution it stated that the
minutes should be delivered in five days. He wanted to know if
this means five working days or would it mean Sunday? It was
decided this should mean five working days. Mr. Melton said
that he would like for the finance Committee at their next
meeting to see if there is any money in the finances to hire
some more help.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for adjournment.
This was seconded by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. The
motion carried.
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is to be make a part of the minutes of the February 4, 1975 \l Meet
ADE EMERGENCY SERVICES, INC.

p. o. BOX 533

ST. ALBANS, WEST VIRGINIA, 25177

TO:

City of Nitro
Nitro
West Virginia

ATTN:

Honorable Mayor Gibson and Members of City Council

I am writing to each of you concerning the bid proposal for an
Ambulance Service for the City of Nitro. I read in the newspaper where
a bid proposal that was submitted to the city by United Ambulance
Service for the sum of between $20,000 and $25,000 for a six month
period was under study. This has disturbed me very much and I wondered
why a bid such as this was even being considered when I had submitted
a bid proposal for a much smaller fee.
I was told in December, 1374 by Mr. Fred Cook of Cook and Pauley
Funeral Home that I should contact Mr. Tom Lilly to make a bid proposal
because he was the head or chairman of the bid committee. I contacted
Mr. Lilly and he informed me that this was true. 3o I asked him if it
was to late to make a proposal and he told me no. I then told him that
my proposal would be for $12,000.00 for a year and that the patient
would pay 50$ of tne normal rate on any emergency transportation. He
told me to submit this in a letter to him and leave it at City Hall in
his name, which I did. I did not state any of the contract conditions
other than the price as stated above in the letter but I did ask in the
letter for an appointment to further discuss conditions and agreements.
The following day I called Mr. Lilly and asked him if he received my
^,
letter and he said he did. I also asked him if I could come over and
show him the new ambulances that we had purchased so that he could see
the type of equipment that we were offering. He said that he would
like to call the entire committee and. see if he could arrange a time
when all of them could see the equipment and he would call me back. I
never did receive a return call from him. A few days later I called Mr.
Lilly back and aaked him Just what was happening on the proposals and
if & decision had been made. He said that Council was meeting that
night and that the committee was going to recommend that no action be
taken at that time because the County was having a meeting the following
night and they felt that everyone was wanting to wait and see what the
County was going to do. I did not hear anything further from Mr. Lilly
or anyone else until the article came out in the newspaper stating
that the proposal submitted by United Ambulance Service was under
study. I then called Mr. Lilly again and told him that I had seen the
article and ssked him why. He said that the committee felt that this
was the way that they should go. I asked him why. I told him that I
knew that it could not be because of tne price because my price was far
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below that submitted by United Ambulance Service. I also told him that
it could not be because of the service or conditions because I had requested an appointment in my letter to him to discuss this matter and
he had never granted me the courtesy of a phone call. So I asked him
if he voted for United Ambulance Service and he said yes. I aeked him
what his reason for voting for them was since it could not be for price
or conditions and he asked me if I was a citizen of Nitro. I told him
no and he said he didn't have to tell me the reason then. I told Mr.
Lilly that I was going to contact Mayor Gibson and the members of Council
and find out about this and that I was also going to write an article
in the newspaper to let the citizens of Nitro know what had taken place.
He said for me to go ahead. I contacted Mayor Gibson and was told by
the Mayor that he knew nothing of my proposal. He aaid that Mr. Lilly
was asked on Council floor if any other bid had been submitted and he
said yes but United Ambulance Service's was the only one worth considering. I also contacted Martha Smith of the Gazette and told her what
had happened and gave her the information to put in the Gazette. This
information was supposed to appear in the form of a newspaper article
so that the people of Nitro would know what had happened. As of this
date the article has never appeared in the paper.
I again am stating my bid proposal. I will provide emergency
transportation to the citizens of Nitro for $12,000.00 per year and
grant a *}Q% discount to each patient. I will use new ambulances and
state qualified EMT personnel on this equipment. I would appreciate
the oppourtunity to appear before Council and the citizens of Nitro
on the council floor on the night of the next council meeting so that
I may further broaden the terms of my proposal and also to answer
any questions that Council, the Mayor or the citizens of Nitro may
have .

Thank you for any consideration given in this matter and hoping
that I may appear before you.
incerely yours,

'Jack Dearien
Ade Ambulance Service
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 18, 1975

I

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on February 18, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman
Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt and Councilman Thomas Lilly.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order.
Approval of Minutes February 4, 1975: Mayor Gibson reminded
Council that each had received a copy of the minutes in the mail
and had been given an opportunity to review them. The motion
for approval was made by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt. The vote of approval
was unanimous.
Approval of January Financial Statement: Councilman Dewey
Mann, Chairman of the Finance Committee, noted that the financial
statement had been mailed to all councilmen for review, and he
made a motion for approval. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and was passed by unanimous vote.

I

Second Reading of Ordinance Regarding Purchasing Practices
of the City of Nitro:Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the
title of the ordinance as follows:
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED
IN PURCHASING ANY AND ALL SUPPLIES, MATERIALS AND
SERVICES; CREATING THE POSITION OF PURCHASING DIRECTOR;
PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE BIDDING; NOTICE; DEFINING AN
EMERGENCY SITUATION; EMERGENCY PURCHASING PROCEDURESOFFENSES AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; ADMINISTRATION
AND ENFORCEMENT.

Councilman Mann stated that he had some points which he felt
should be considered before accepting this as the second reading.
The following items were discussed and voted on:
(1) On page one of the Ordinance, under Section 1, Line 2
the word "appointed" should be changed to read "elected".
Motion was made by Councilman Casebolt for this amendment,
seconded by Councilman Mann and unanimously approved.
(2) On Page 1, Paragraph 1, Line 2, that the word "equipment"
be added to the list encompassing "supplies, materials,
and services". This motion was made by Councilman Lilly,
seconded by Councilman Mann and passed unanimously.
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(3) On Page 1, Section 2, Article A, Councilman Mann made
a motion to have added to this section "It shall be
noted on the requisition or purchase order the cost
of the materials or services, or the reason why it
could not be obtained". The motion was seconded by

Councilman Priddy. Voting in favor were Councilmen
Casebolt, Lilly, Mann, Priddy and Recorder Melton.
Opposed, Councilman Hill. Councilmen Tidquist and
Allen abstained.
(4) On Page 2, Section 2, Article (b), Councilman Casebolt
made a motion to add the words "or written" in line
six of the first paragraph, and to omit the word"orally"
in Line 7 of the second paragraph. This motion was
seconded by Councilman Priddy. This passed by
unanimous vote.
(5) On Page 3, under Section 3, Article (b), Line 2, Councilman
Lilly made a motion to insert the words "and upon
approval by Council". The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote. At
this point Mr. Armada stated that he felt the exact
wording should read "After receiving the requisition
form as set forth in sub-section A, the purchasing
director shall submit the same to Council for its
approval" or something of a similar nature in order to
make the meaning perfectly clear. It was agreed to
leave the exact wording to Mr. Armada.
(6) Still under Section 3, Page 4, Article (b), sub-section
(1), Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion to
eliminate the word "hour" in Line 8. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Lilly and passed by unanimous vote.
(7) Under the same Section 3, Page 4, Article (b), sub-section
(1), Councilman Casebolt made a motion to have inserted
the words "or any portion thereof" after the word "bids"
in Line 11, This motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Priddy. All councilmen voted in the affirmative
except Councilman Hill, who opposed. The motion carried.
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(8) Mr. Armada suggested that Article (c) under Section 3,
on Page 4 be rewritten in order to clarify the language
a little better and to state that the bids would be
presented to Council in a sealed condition by the
purchasing director and that the bids would be opened
by council members on the council floor. Councilman
Casebolt moved that this recommendation be taken. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly and approved by
all.
(9) Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the wording be
included that all bids be submitted in sealed envelopes
noted on the outside as bids. Also that the bids
should be submitted on forms furnished by the city,
and signed by a responsible person. This move was
seconded by Councilman Priddy, and was approved by
unan imou s vo t e.
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(10) Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that the entire
last paragraph of Section 4, appearing on Page 6, be
omitted. This motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Priddy and passed unanimously.
Mr. Frank Armada stated that since the ordinance had been
materially changed, he would have it rewritten and ready for
the second reading at the next council meeting.
Councilman Mann made a motion to insert penalties for
violation in the ordinance, but after Mr. Armada explained
that punishment would come under the criminal laws of West
Virginia, and warrants would come through the Kanawha County
Circuit Court, the motion was not voted on.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that apparently the
ordinance had been discussed in great detail before coming to
council meeting, but that he wasn't asked to come to any
ordinance meeting. Councilman Mann replied that no meeting
was held, but people did call and discuss things with him.
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NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson stated that we are in desperate
need of a new photo-copying machine, and that we have one here
on a trial basis. It is a more expensive machine than the one
previously used and is a heavy duty model designed for an operation
as large as the city of Nitro has. Mr. Tom Melton said that,
according to calculation of the Pitney Bowes representative,
we run approximately 40,000 copies a year. Discussion followed
concerning the price difference, which was approximately $80.00
per month as compared to approximately $30.00; difference
in operation of the machine; terms of the lease agreement; and
the service agreement. The conclusion was reached that it would
be to the best interest of the city to continue with leasing
rather than buying a machine. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a
motion that the figures be conveyed to the Finance Committee, and
if they have the money to put in the budget for it, that this be
done. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion which passed by
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson announced that he had received a telephone call
from Mr. Ken Judy of Appalachian Power Company and had been
informed that as a result of the Public Service Commission's
ruling on the refund of $37,000,000 to their customers, they would
be in no position to tell us when lights can be installed at
Ridenour Memorial Park. Councilman at Large Tidquist said he
could not understand their attitude on this, since we have had
our bid in for such a long time on the lights. Councilman Lilly
made a motion that a letter be written to the Public Service
Commission regarding this by the city attorney. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
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The Mayor stated that in conversations with Mr. Jack
Whiting of the Regional Development Authority, Mr. Whiting is
willing to attend public meetings to be held for the citizens

who wish to help set up priorities for the Community Development
Block Grant money. It is necessary that two public meetings be
held. Mayor Gibson recommended that the first one be held
Friday night the 21st of February at 7:00 P.M., and the second
one the following Friday at the same time, both to be held in
the Council Chambers at City Hall. This would be a news release
in the Kanawha Valley Leader and the Charleston papers. Councilman Lilly made a motion that this be done. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Casebolt and approved unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Putnam County Court
concerning the bicentennial celebration. He suggested that
the letter be turned over to our recreation director for followup. All councilmen seemed to agree with this.
The Mayor read a letter from the Greater Kanawha Valley
Heart Association stating they wish to make a solicitation in
the city on February 23, 1975. Councilman Lilly made a motion
that permission be granted. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by unanimous vote.
Another letter was from National Multiple Schlerosis
Society requesting permission for solicitation from May 11, 1975,
to June 15, 1975. Councilman Casebolt made a motion this be
approved. Motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy
and the vote of approval was unanimous.
A letter from the Cross Lanes Junior Woman's Club requested
permission to have a solicitation for ads for the Child Study
Day booklet. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion
the request be granted. Councilman Paul Hill seconded the
motion. Six councilmen voted in favor with Councilman Casebolt
abstaining. The motion carried.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Fraternal Order of
Police in which they state that Paul B. Hill of 3614 36th Street,
Nitro, had been appointed as the FOP Lodge representative on the
Nitro Police Department Civil Service Commission. Mr. Hill is
replacing Mr. James Jeffries.
The Mayor stated that all councilmen had received in the
mail a copy of a proposal by United Ambulance Service dated
February 10, 1975. He also stated that he has written a letter
to Mr. David J. Kostelansky, State Manpower Coordinator of the
West Virginia Manpower Program asking if it would be possible
to use manpower monies to support the ambulance service for the
city as outlined in the proposal by United Ambulance Service.
Mayor Gibson said he had received a letter from the
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, over the signature
of Harold W. Beemer, concerning our flood maps. Mayor Gibson
explained that the maps are in the hands of an engineering firm
and they should have a report on this by next council meeting.
The Mayor added that he has been in touch with the Department
of Highways about the cross walk on First Avenue, and he has
been assured that the cross walk will be painted as quickly as
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weather permits.
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Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist reported that the Legion Hall has been repaired and
cleaned and that Mr. Mullins is in the process of getting furniture
and other needed items so it can be used. The Mayor added that
we have a letter giving us permission to use the building and
the attorneys are working out the deed.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly made a motion that
business that is presented for discussion on council floor and
is not acted upon be placed on each and every agenda until some
council action is taken on that item of business. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. Under question, Councilman Lilly
explained that items of business such as the trailer in his ward
that he believes is in violation of zoning laws, and the city
maintenance building should be placed on every agenda until they
are resolved. On the vote Councilmen Casebolt, Tidquist, Priddy,
and Lilly voted in favor. Recorder Melton opposed and Councilmen
Allen, Hill and Mann abstained.
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Councilman ^Paul Hill: Councilman Hill stated that there is
a street light in Ward 4 on Cleveland Avenue that is being paid
for by an individual and he made a motion that this be checked,
and if it is on a city street, that the city take over the cost
of the operation. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All
voted in favor.
Councilman Hill said he had been asked to make a determination on ownership of a ditchline between 4th and 5th Streets.
Some residents of the area would like to fill this area and
install a drain. The conclusion was that the property would
belong either to the State Department of Highways or the property
owners in the area, the city does not own any property in the
area, Perhaps an engineering study should be made.
Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann stated that at the
last Ordinance Committee~meeting it was decided to have an
ordinance on the use of voting machines in the city elections.
He wanted to know if this had been forwarded to the Michie
Company. The Mayor replied that Mr. Armada is working on it.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion to have a small area marked for noparking in front of the Masonic Hall on Second Avenue, so
people could get in and out. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion. Councilman at Large Tidquist brought up the fact that
the various churches are supposed to have a small area for
loading and unloading in front of the entrance. When Second
Avenue was repaved after the installation of the water company
line, the areas in front of the churches were never repainted.
This matter was referred to Gene Williams, Street Superintendent.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he had received
a letter from the president of the Nitro Library Commission
recommending that the city of Nitro notify Mr. Winowich that it
wishes to receive the sum of $1,092.00 from the West Virginia
Library Commission as a grant to expand and upgrade the Nitro
Public Library. This money is to be used to extend the hours
of the Nitro Library from its present 16 hours to 30 hours per
week. He asked that the letter be written. The le'tter from the
Library Commission is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:
Councilman Vernon Casebolt:
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No new business.

No new business.

Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. Motion was seconded by Councilman Hill, and all
voted in favor.

Mayor"

'

Recorder

I

I

Dear Dr. Allen
Please convey to the appropriate persons the following
information. If questions arise please feel free to call
me at home this evening.
1.

It is recommended by the Fitro Public Library
Commission that the City of Fitro notify Mr.
Winowich that it wishes to receive the sum of
$1,092 from the West Virginia Library Commission
for a grant to expand and upgrade the Fitro
Public Library.
This money is to be used to extend the hours of
the "Nitro Library from its present l6 to 30 hours
per week from March 1>_._1$75> through June 3&rin the following manner: . . _ . _
4.

To increase Mrs. Paxton's wages from the
current f$2.50/hr. to a monthly salary of
$14.00./mo. (based on a 30 hour week).

B.

To increase the wages paid Mrs. Harmon
from $2.00 to §2.25 per hour and extend
her hours from 10 to 19 hours weekly.
(Mrs. Paxton has presented information
to us indicating this amont of tours
would permit the Library to remain open
30 hours per w e e k . )

This program was approved by the West Virginia
Library Commission and we are therefore eligible for the
grant in the amount of $1,092 to be spent for salaries
and fringe benefits for the time period mentioned.
2.

It is also recommended that should this trial
period prove satisfactory th» Library should
continue to operate within the above recommendations and the salary and wages be provided
in the next city budget. If Council does not
intend to provide for continuation of this
program then it would be unfair to those concerned to even attenpt a trial period. Of
course if, during the trial period, the additional hours prove unnecessary, then another
evaluation would be needed to determine the
future status of the Library
Since) rely
;eveh E. West
President, Fitro Library Commission

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

March 4, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on March 4, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly and City Attorney
Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of the
St. Paul United Methodist Church.
Approval of Minutes February 18, 1975: Mayor Gibson
reminded Council that each had received a copy of the minutes
in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review them.
The motion for approval was made by Councilman Vernon Casebolt.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly and passed by
unanimous vote.
February Financial Report:
the following financial report:
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City Recorder Tom Melton read

Balance January 31, 1975

$64,027.68

Receipts for February

42,513.13

Disbursements for February

44,157.00

Balance February 28, 1975

62,383.81

Second Reading of Ordinance Regarding Purchases: City
Recorder Tom Melton read the title of the ordinance as follows:
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED
IN PURCHASING ANY AND ALL SUPPLIES, MATERIALS, AND
SERVICES; CREATING THE POSITION OF PURCHASING DIRECTOR;
PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE BIDDING; NOTICE; DEFINING AN
EMERGENCY SITUATION; EMERGENCY PURCHASING PROCEDURES;
OFFENSES AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; ADMINISTRATION
AND ENFORCEMENT.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that this ordinance
be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and
passed by unanimous vote. Council agreed this ordinance should
become effective immediately upon passage.
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Bids on Bropkhaven Storm Drains: Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist,Chairman of the Storm Drain Committee, announced
that six bids had been received. These were passed out for the
councilmen to open. Bids were as follows:
K. M. Dunn Company, Inc.

$11,356.00

Valley Development of West Virginia,Inc.

7,560.00

Park A. Cadle Contracting Co.

11,690.00

0 & W Associates

10,287.00

Town & Country Construction Co.
G. E. Ray Construction Co.

I

8,576.00
11,376.00

Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion that the low bid be
accepted if the bidder meets all specifications. If, after
study, the low bidder does not meet specifications, then the
bid will be awarded to the next lowest bidder. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy and passed by
unanimous, vote.
NEW BUSINESS; Mayor Gibson read aloud the following letter
from Dewey Mann, elated February 20, 1975:
Dear Mayor Gibson: Effective immediately I deem it advisable
and do hereby resign from the City Council of Nitro for
personal reasons. Signed: Dewey W. Mann, Councilman, First
Ward.
A copy of this letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson stated that he intended to write Mr. Mann a
nice letter thanking him for his service to the city. Councilman
Casebolt said he would like for the Mayor to ask Mr. Mann to
reconsider. The Mayor said he felt sure Mr. Mann had given
the matter a lot of thought before writing the letter, and he
did not feel that he would reconsider. The Mayor said he
thought it was normal procedure that a vote be taken on a
resignation of this type. A motion was made by Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist that the resignation be accepted. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and passed
by unanimous vote.
The Mayor stated that as a replacement for Mr. Mann, he would
like to recommend to council Mr. David A. Hart of 210 Brookhaven
Drive. He stated that Mr. Hart, who is area operations manager
for Columbia Gas Company, is very civic-minded and has served
on different committees and organizations. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion that the nomination be accepted.
Councilman Lilly asked if this were the only nomination. The
Mayor replied, "As far as I know." Councilman at Large Tidquist
asked if this were the Mr. Hart who worked with the Community
School program. Mayor Gibson stated that he was.
Councilman
Tidquist seconded the motion made by Dr. Allen. Voting in favor
were Councilmen Tidquist, Hill, Allen, Casebolt and Recorder
Tom Melton. Opposing were Councilmen Lilly and Priddy. The
motion carried. The Mayor asked that Mr. Hart be called and
asked if he could come to the council meeting.
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February 20, l f //p

i'he honorable V.'illiarn Gibson
Llayor of Isitro
City Kail
Kitro, '.Vest Virginia
Dear Mayor Gibson:
Effective immediately I deem it advisable
and do hereby resign from the City Council of IJitro
for personal reo3:;ns.

Yours truly,
•

-

•

-

•

Dev;ey W.1 L'lann,
Councilman 1st Ward
BWM/vrb

I
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The Mayor stated that the following is a list of needs for the
city expressed by both officials and citizens at the two public
meeting held on February 21 and 28, 1975, in connection with
the Community Development Block Grants.
1.

Upgrade primary sewer plant, collectors, and
extensions.

2.

Storm Sewers throughout the city.

3.

House inspection program.

4.

For the 4th Ward, storm drains, sanitary sewers
and paving.

5.

Library.

6.

Mini-park. This included renovating old West
Virginia Water Intake building and arrange
a boating facility including a boat dock, pave
road and parking lot, and a maintenance garage.

7.

Brookhaven storm drains.

8.

Enclosing swimming pool to make it a year round
facility, and possibly adding two large rooms
approximately 20" X 20' to be used as a
community center.

9.

Adding upstairs to building on Second Avenue at
22nd Street. (Originally the American Legion
Building)

(Libraries are not an eligible item.)

10. Adding upstairs to City Hall.
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(This is not eligible)

11.

Paving road and parking lots at Ridenour
Memorial Park.

12.

Storage building at Ridenour Memorial Park
including concession stand.

13.

Two fire department sub-stations.

14.

Re-surface Easter Road and storm drains for area.

15.

Recreation facility in Brookhaven area.

16.

Overhead crossing on 19th Street at First
Avenue for vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

17.

Mixed housing for low-income families and
senior citizens.

18.

Storm drainage at Broadway Gardens and Main Ave.

354
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he felt the first
application should be for projects which have already been planned
and engineered. The first year's allocation ends June 30, 1975,
and the application would need to be made very soon. After
July 1, the city can file another application for other projects.
The projects favored for the first application were the sewage
project, storm drains, and the mini-park with boating facilities
and the maintenance garage, or paving the road and parking lot
at Ridenour Memorial Park.
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Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman Tidquist stated
that he does not have a committee report, but that the Recreation
Committee will be meeting on Thursday evening, March 6.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business.

No new business.

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:
Councilman Vernon Casebolt:

No new business.

No new business.

No new business.

Two ladies from Broadway Gardens Apartments, Mrs. Dolly
Withrow and Mrs. Sara Hines, had brought several documents pertaining
to the building and sale of the Broadway Gardens Apartments. Mayor
Gibson stated that he would like to have a copy of all documents to
turn over to the Building and Planning Committee and the City
Attorney, Mr. Armada, who can review this and give a legal opinion
as to how much the city would be able to help with the problems
encountered at the apartments.
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Mr. David Hart arrived at council meeting, and after being
congratulated, he was sworn in as Councilman for Ward 1 by
Mayor Gibson.
Councilman Lilly stated that he would like to ask some questions
before the meeting adjourned. First, what is the status of the
zoning map? Attorney Frank Armada stated that the map is ready for
certification by council, and he feels that it should be certified
at the next council meeting. Second question, what about the flood
insurance maps for the city of Nitro? Mayor Gibson replied that a
lot of work has been done on this, and he would predict that a
report would be ready by next council meeting. He added that the
City of Charleston has been having a lot of trouble with the flood
maps, and had also refused their first map. Saint Albans has
encountered problems, too. He said he was not about to accept a
map that he felt would not be good for the citizens of Nitro, and
added that thousands of dollars can be saved the citizens of Nitro
by driving a hard bargain now. The Mayor stated that he has written
the Corps of Engineers in Huntington, and has a meeting scheduled for
the next morning with two gentlemen to try to put the finishing
touches to this matter.
Councilman Paul Hill made a motion for adjournment, which was
seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The motion carried.

Mayor"""

Recorder

I

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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March 18, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on March 18, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present for
the meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V.
Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Dave Hart, and Councilman Thomas
Lilly. Also present was City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Wilbur Turner the
assistant pastor at St. Pauls United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MARCH 4, 1975, MEETING: Mayor Gibson
mentioned that each member had received a copy of the minutes for
the previous meeting in the mail and had been given the opportunity
to review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that these
minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas
Lilly. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 1975 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Tom Melton
mentioned that all councilmen had received a copy of the statement
showing that the balance was $62,383,81 for the end of February.
Councilman at Large R.V. Allen made a motion that the statement
be approved. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. All council
voted to approve except Councilman Lilly who opposed.
CERTIFICATION OF ZONING MAP: Mayor Gibson stated that City
Attorney Frank Armada had worked with Appalachian Engineers in
the preparation of the new zoning map. Mayor Gibson also read a
letter from Mr. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers stating that no
changes were made on the map except specific details. A copy of
this letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof. Councilman
Lilly made a motion that the zoning map be approved. Councilman
at Large Allen seconded the motion. The vote of approval was
unanimous.
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FLOOD INSURANCE MAPS FOR THE CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Gibson
emphasized that a lot of work has been done on this project. -The
Mayor also stated that on May 7, 1974, Council did pass a couple of
resolutions to the effect that they wanted to comply with federal
rules and regulations pertaining to the Flood Insurance Program.
The Mayor was sent the maps and he consulted Appalachian Engineers
for advice. The company felt the maps were off base, and that the
Mayor should write a letter to the Corps of Engineers in Huntington,
West Virginia. Later the Mayor received the new maps with the
improvements thereon. These will be forwarded to HUD for their
approval and modification of the original Flood Hazard Map. The
Mayor read a letter from Mr. Robert Hayne, of Appalachian Engineers
Inc. concerning the National Flood Insurance Program. Mayor Gibson
reported that there were approximately 800 houses in the area

covered by the corrected map. At 50 dollars a year per house
this amounts to a savings of about $40,000.00 for the citizens
of Nitro. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy questions why
Hillside Drive is not covered by the Flood Insurance. Mayor
Gibson says it probably is not included because the damages
have been so recent or because of the 100 year flood level.
Mayor Gibson states that it is his understanding that persons
who live outside the flood prone area can still buy the
insurance if they so desire. Councilman at Large R.V. Allen
makes a motion that the voting wait until the next meeting
of Council. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart. The
vote of approval was unanimous.The letter from Mr. Robert Hayne is
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
NEW BUSINESS:
Mayor Gibson states that the City of Nitro has been
awarded a new grant in the order of $575,000.00 for sewage
improvements in the River Dale Acres area and on 40th Street
road area. Also a few months ago Nitro received a grant in
the amount of $604,000.00 to upgrade our primary sewage facility
to a secondary and treatment plant.
Mayor Gibson asked City Attorney Frank Armada if he had
reviewed the documented evidence in Kanawha County Court House
on the Broadway Garden Complex. City Attorney Armada stated
that he found no official dedication accepted by the city on
the dedication of the streets, except a map showing that it
is there. He also stated that he would like to meet with their
counsel and discuss the possibility of city aid, but he added
that the city could not expend its funds for private purposes.
Dolly Withrow speaker for Broadway Gardens stated that there are
only twelve owner occupied dwellings in the Gardens and the
vast majority of the complex is owned by someone else over
which they have no control. She stated that they were in the
minority and have no idea who the counsel will be.

I

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter dated March 8, 1975 from Mr.
and Mrs. Morris of Valentine Circle. The letter complimented
the city employees for their efficient job on clearing a large
amount of tree limbs from their lawn on March 4, 1975.
Mayor Gibson passed out a revised list of committees
effective March 18, 1975, as a result of the appointment of
the new Councilman for Ward I, Dave Hart. The revised list is
as follows:
ANNEXATION COMMITTEE

INSURANCE COMMITTEE

Dave Hart (Chairman)
Dr. R.V. Allen
Thomas Lilly

Thomas Lilly (Chairman)
Keith Priddy
Dr. R.V. Allen

BUILDING AND PLANNING

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Paul Hill (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
David Hart

David Hart (Chairman)
Thomas Lilly
Dr. R.V. Allen
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APPALACHIAN

E N G I N E E R S . INC

3OI OTT BUILDING — 215 DUNBAR STREET
CHARUEBTON, WEST VIRGINIA
a 5 3oi
304

3-43-B211

March 18, 1975

Mayor William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia
Re: Zoning Map
Dear Mayor Gibson:
Pursuant to your instructions, we have redrafted the City of Nitro
Zoning Map onto a large scale map of the City. A copy of the large scale
zoning map is attached. The large scale map will permit more specific
location of zone boundaries than was heretofore possible. There is also
attached a narrative description of each of the zones which specifically
delineates
each zone.
*
The map and the narrative description are exactly the same as contained
~~tn your Zoning Ordinance. Howeverr~the lim4-ts~Gf the zones have been more clearly defined. It is suggested that you use the new map and the narrative
description for resolving future zoning questions.
If you wish to have Council approve the large scale map and narrative
description, I do not believe it would affect your existing zoning ordinance
except to clarify the boundaries of the existing zones.
Very truly yours,

Robert Y. Hayne
RYH:lh
Attachments:
(1) Zoning Map Scale 1"=400'
(2) Narrative Description of Zones

CONSUMER PROTECTION
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COMMITTEE

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

Thomas Lilly (Chairman)
Hugo Tidquist
Keith Priddy

Dr. R.V. Allen (Chairman)
Keith Priddy
David Hart

DOG POUND COMMITTEE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Keith Priddy (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
David Hart

Paul Hill (Chairman)
David Hart
William Gibson

EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE
TO ASSIST KANAWHA COUNTY COURT AND
PUTNAM COUNTY COURT IN THEIR EFFORTS
TO ESTABLISH AN AMBULANCE SERVICE.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE

Hugo Tidquist (Chairman)
Dr. R.V. Allen
Vernon Casebolt

Thomas Lilly (Chairman)
Hugo Tidquist
Keith Priddy

SIDEWALK COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Keith Priddy (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
Paul Hill

Tom MeIton(Chairman)
Dr. R.V. Allen
Paul Hill
William Gibson
David Hart

STORM DRAIN COMMITTEE
Hugo Tidquist (Chairman)
Dr. R.V. Allen
Keith Priddy

FIRE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
STREET AND TRAFFIC
Vernon Casebolt (Chairman)
Hugo Tidquist
Paul Hill

COMMITTEE

Dr. R.V. Allen (Chairman)
Paul Hill
Vernon Casebolt

GARBAGE-HEALTH AND TRASH COMMITTEE
Paul Hill (Chairman)
Dr. R.V. Allen
William Gibson

Mayor Gibson read a
to Mr. James M. Mills of
that having a trailer at
city zoning ordinance. A
all the Councilmen.
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STREET LIGHT-STREET NUMBERING
AND STREET SIGN COMMITTEE
Keith Priddy (Chairman)
Vernon Casebolt
Paul Hill
letter that was written March 18, 1975,
1104 First Avenue South, notifying .him
this location is in violation of our
copy of this letter was distributed to

Mayor Gibson also read a letter addressed to Mr. Laymen Smith,
Division Engineer for District 1 of the Department of Highways.
The letter was dated February 19, 1975, in reference to the City
of Nitro's drainage problems on Route 25, at the bowling alley
and 40th Street, near Bailes Drive. The letter was signed by

/P" O
!08

Robert Y. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
Mayor Gibson stated that he received word from an engineer of the Department of Highways stating that they would like
to meet with the Mayor and several plant managers to discuss
putting a third lane into Plant Road at the lower end of
Nitro near 41st Street, and also a stop light at the end of
40th Street. Mayor Gibson said that he has a meeting set up
in a few days to start the planning, and that he would
possibly, have more details at the next council meeting.
Mayor Gibson reported that he had written a letter to
Mr. William Richie, State Road Commissioner, asking him to give
an up-to-date traffic survey on the traffic flow on 19th
Street and First Avenue. Mayor Gibson said that he had been
advised that the letter had been received.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter dated
March 14, 1975, from the Winfield Elementary PTA, asking
permission to solicit in Nitro for their school carnival. The
Mayor asked council what they would like to do about the matter.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that it be given to the Consumer
Protection Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hill. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist stated that the low bidder did meet the specifications on the Brookhaven storm drains and was awarded the
contract. Councilman Tidquist also reported on the recent
meeting of the Recreation Committee. Discussed was the summer
program for the City of Nitro. Councilman Tidquist stated
that the Recreation Director, Stephen Mullins, was present
and asked if he had anything to add.
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Stephen Mullins, Recreation Director, spoke on the
tentative summer program.
Councilman Casebolt complimented Stephen Mullins for
the great work he had done at Ridenour Memorial Park.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Thomas Lilly reported
on the recent meeting of the Library Committee. Councilman
Lilly stated that the committee was working on plans to upgrade
the exterior of the library. Tentative plans will be presented
to council some time in the future, Councilman Lilly stated.
Also the library has stayed open an increase of 16 to 30 hours
extra a week.
Councilman Paul Hill: No new business.
Councilman Dave Hart: No new business.
Councilman at Large R.V. Allen: No new business.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: No new business.
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Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Vernon Casebolt
brought up for discussion the Smith Street Land Fill which has
left a hole in Mr. West's property on Washington Avenue. After
discussion by Council, City Attorney Frank Armada, said that
first the city should determine if there is any liability on
their part. He said he would like to get with the street commissioner or council and find out the history of this matter before
we use city equipment on it. Councilman Casebolt agreed that if
the hole was not dug by the city, we should not fill it in. He
stated that he had been led to believe that the city was responsible. Councilman R.V. Allen made a motion that this problem
be given to the Storm Drain Committee. Councilman Casebolt
seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman Casebolt asked City Attorney Frank Armada if a
camping trailer parked on Main Avenue, with a man, wife, and
two children was against the zoning ordinances. Councilman
Casebolt said that if it was against the ordinances then he
would like a letter of notification sent to the owner of the
trailer.
Councilman Casebolt asked "What about Ivy Street?" Mayor
Gibson said that Ivy Street was in the block grant list of
catagories.
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Councilman Casebolt said that at the last meeting, Council
has asked that a letter be sent to the Public Service Commission
and a copy to the Appalachian Power requesting about lights at
Ridenour Memorial Park. City Attorney Frank Armada said that
the chances of our getting the lights were very good, due to
a recent change in policy of Appalachian Power Company.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that Council go on record
for supporting the Blue & Gold Football Game, April 19, 1975,
at the Nitro football field. Councilman at Large Allen seconded
the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
City Recorder, Tom Melton: Tom Melton stated that he would
like to have a special Council meeting to approve the budget
for the next fiscal year. The tentative date is Tuesday the 25th
of March at 5:00.P.M.
Mayor Gibson recognizes Mr. & Mrs. Romie Hugart of Nitro.
Mayor Gibson states that Mr. Hugart had C & P Telephone Company,
the company for which he works, to donate a truck to the
recreation department. Mr. Hugart commented that the Lions
Club may need financial help with next years Christmas lights.
City Recorder, Tom Melton make a motion that the meeting
be recessed until Tuesday the 25th of March at 5: 00.P.M.. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. The motion carried.
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•&&
Mayor

^

Recorder
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Monsanto
MONSANTO INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS CO.
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Phone: (304) 755-3341

March 14, 1975

Members of Council
City of Nitro
City Building
Nitro, West Virginia

25143

Gentlemen:
RE;

SEWER FACILITIES

It is our understanding that you are in the final stages of
decision making with respect to raising funds for your Sanitary
Board to be used as the basis for receiving additional federal
and state funds for use in upgrading and installation of sewer
facilities for and in the City of Nitro. Further, one of the
financing plans you have under consideration is the issuance of
revenue bonds which would have to be retired from increased rates
payable by users of the sewer system. We are advised that local
funds in the amount of approximately $388,750 will have to be
raised to be combined with government funds in order to produce
total funds required for the project.
In order to save the City of Nitro (or the users of its sewer
system) the cost of bond funding, our Association has polled its
members and has received assurance from present members that they
will make advance contributions to the Association in such amounts
as will allow the Association to provide to the city a lump sum
of $388,750 which can be transferred to the Sanitary Board for
the purpose of providing the local funds needed to finance the
pending sewer project.
The assurances and commitments from our present members have been
made only upon the understanding that their respective present
contributions to the Association will be advance payments of future
annual contributions and they will not be called upon for future
annual contributions until such time as the prepaid amount has
been amortized over a period of ten (10) years. This means that
the Association will not have funds for future annual contributions
to the city for its then current operating budgets, except to

a unit of M o n s a n t o Company

Members of Council
March 14, 1975
Page 2
the extent that the Association may then have new members who
will be obligated for current annual contributions because they
will not have prepaid for the purposes outlined above.
If you desire to accept the offer of the Association on the condition that future annual contributions by the Association will
be reduced over the next ten (10) years by the amount of the
total advanced payment, we ask that you take appropriate action
and so advise us.
Sincerely,
CIVIC BENEFITS ASSOCIATION

cGuire
Ident
BGM/fr
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL RECESSED MEETING
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March 25, 1975
The Council met in recessed session on March 25, 1975, at
»
5:00 P.M. to discuss the Levy Estimate for the next fiscal year.
Present at the meeting were Honorable William D. Gibson, City
Recorder, Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman'
at Large R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
Thomas Lilly, Councilman David Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt
and City Attorney Frank Armada and Councilman Paul Hill.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor William D. Gibson.
City Recorder, Tom Melton stated that everyone in council had
*
received a copy of the Levy Estimate for the next fiscal year.
Mr. Melton made a motion that the Levy Estimate be approved as
the 1975-76 budget. Councilman Hill seconded the motion. Councilman
Casebolt asked why the estimated income this year was $3,000 less
than last year in the Recreation Department. Tom Melton stated
that the Finance Committee overestimated last year with its
estimate of $10,000, so the Finance Committee this year is estimating
the income will be $7,000. The vote of approval for the Levy
Estimate was unanimous.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter dated March 14, 1975, from Mr.
E.G. McGuire President of Civic Benefits Association. The letter
had been distributed earlier to all councilmen and it outlined
the Civic Benefits plans to finance the construction and installation
of sewer facilities in the City of Nitro. The above mentioned letter
is attached hereto and made a part hereof. Mayor Gibson stated
that a meeting between the councilmen and the Sanitary Board was
called March 17, 1975 to discuss this letter. In this meeting it was
decided to give serious thought to accepting this plan. The matter
was turned over to City Attorney Frank Armada who working with
the Sanitary Board Attorney prepared a Resolution. This Resolution
was distrubuted to the Councilmen and read by City Recorder,
Tom Melton. The Resolution is as follows:
,
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
ACCEPTING A GRANT OFFER BY THE CIVIC BENEFITS
ASSOCIATION, A WEST VIRGINIA CORPORATION
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, a West Virginia Municipal Corporation, by and through it's Sanitary Board is presently in the
process of acquiring and constructing a secondary sanitary sewage treatment system and related facilities for the purpose of
treating domestic, commercial and industrial wastes, and
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WHEREAS, said project will provide for the improvement, extension and up-grading of the sanitary sewer service available to
the citizens of Nitro and its immediate surrounding area, and
WHEREAS, the Civic Benefits Association, a West Virginia Corporation, has generously offered to grant unto the City of Nitro,

'
*

362
the sum of Three Hundred Eighty-Eight Thousand Seven Hundred
Fifty Dollars ($388,750.00) to partially defray the cost of
said project with the expectation that said grant will obviate
the necessity of the City incurring any bonded indebtness in
financing said sewer project, and
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WHEREAS, by letter dated the 14th day of March, 1975, from
B. G. McGuire, President of the Civic Benefits Association, a
West Virginia Corporation, the City was informed of said grant
offer by said Association, and
WHEREAS, it is understood by the City that said grant will
be in lieu of the monthly contribution heretofore made by the
Association to the City for a ten (10) year period commencing
as of the date the City receives said grant funds from the
Association, and
WHEREAS, it is understood by and between the City and the
Association that said grant in the sum of Three Hundred EightyEight Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($388,750.00) will
be transferred to the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro for
the exclusive purpose of partially defraying the cost of the
aforesaid project.
THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Nitro, Kanawha
and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, does hereby resolve that
it will accept the grant offer of the Civic Benefits Association,
a West Virginia Corporation, in the sum of Three Hundred EightyEight Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($388,750.00) pursuant to the conditions and representations previously alluded
to herein and as further set forth in the Association's letter
dated March 14, 1975, a copy of which is hereto annexed, attached
and made a part of this resolution and the Mayor is hereby
authorized and directed to communicate to the Association the
Council's acceptance of the grant offer.
Introduced and passed on this the 25th day of March, 1975,
at a recessed session of the City Council of the City of Nitro.
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APPROVED BY:

MAYOR

RECORDER

Councilman Allen make a motion that council pass this Resolution. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote of
approval of the Resolution was unanimous.

I

I

Councilman Thomas Lilly spoke on the Flood Insurance
Program and the Zoning Map. He explained that when the program
was first presented at the last council meeting he thought that
people outside the flood prone area could not buy the insurance.
Councilman Lilly stated that he had done a lot of research and
had found that anyone in this area could purchase the insurance
from any Casualty Insurance agent they so desire. Councilman Allen
made a motion that the Revised Flood Insurance Map be voted on
at this council meeting instead of waiting until the next regular
session of council as he requested in the meeting of March 18, 1975
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote of approval
was unanimous. Mayor Gibson stated that he has invited the citizens
and a representative from Governor Moore's office to come to the
next council meeting and discuss the Flood Insurance Program.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that council accept the new map
and the recommendations of the Mayor. Councilman Casebolt seconded
this motion. The vote of approval was unanimous. At this point
of the meeting Councilman at Large Priddy arrived late.
Councilman Thomas Lilly asked if on the Levy Estimate, if
council had just voted on the receipts? Mayor Gibson stated that
council voted on the whole Levy Estimate, and Tom Melton assured
Councilman Lilly that council had voted on the whole Levy Estimate
for the 1975-76 fiscal year. Councilman Lilly said that he had
not signed the Levy Estimate. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that the meeting be adjourned. Councilman at Large Allen seconded
the motion. The motion carried.

Mayor
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

April 1, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on April 1, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present for
the meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Councilman David Hart, Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Councilman Paul Hill and City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor William D. Gibson.
Invocation was given by Reverend Arlie Carvens of the Nitro Church
of God.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MARCH 18 1975 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that each member had received a copy of the
minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been given
an opportunity to review them. Councilman David Hart made a
motion that these minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MARCH 25 1975 RECESSED SESSION
COUNCIL MEETING:" Mayor Gibson stated that these minutes had
also been sent to the members of Council and they had been given
a chance to review them. Councilman Paul Hill stated that his
name had been left off the minutes for the recessed session and
that he had been present for the March 25, 1975 meeting. Councilman Hart made a motion that Councilman Hill's name be added to
the minutes. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote
of approval was unanimous. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made
a motion that these minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt. The vote of approval was unanimous.
MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT: City Recorder Tom Melton stated that
the balance on hand for March 1, 1975, was $62,383.81. The receipts
for the month of March were $42,504.14, with disbursements being
$46,929.23, which left a balance of $57,958.72 on March 31, 1975.
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DRAINAGE PROBLEM-SMITH STREET LANDFILL: The drainage
problem at the Smith Street landfill had been turned over to the
Storm Drain Committee at the last regular council meeting. The
chairman of this committee, Councilman at Large Tidquist, stated
that he wanted City Attorney Frank Armada to discuss the legal
technicalities of the landfill. Attorney Armada stated that he
and Councilman Casebolt had looked at the drainage problem and
they believed this could be alleviated by filling in the hole
with several loads of dirt. Councilman at Large Priddy made
a motion that Council approve Attorney Armada's recommendation
of filling in the hole. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt. The vote of approval was unanimous.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson asked Council to give approval
to his reappointing E. Robert Hamilton, Cecil Lemma, William
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Thacker, Harry Russell and Kermit Thompson to the Zoning Appeals
Board for a term of three years. Councilman at Large Allen made
a motion for the approval of these appointments. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson read a resolution passed March 28, 1975, by the
Nitro Sanitary Board. The resolution is as follows:

I

RESOLUTION OF THE NITRO SANITARY BOARD
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, ACCEPTING
$388,750.00 TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF SECONDARY SANITARY SEWAGE FACILITIES AND RELATED FACILITIES
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, was on March 14, 1975, extended an offer of Three
Hundred Eighty Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars
(388,750.00) to partially defray the cost of a secondary
sanitary sewage treatment system and related facilities for
the purpose of treating domestic, commercial and industrial
wastes; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, has agreed to make the sum of $388,750.00
available to the Nitro Sanitary Board to partially defray
the cost of said project; and
WHEREAS, the payment of this sum would defray the
necessity to employ bond council, a financial adviser as
well as all other related bond costs and the payment of
any interest on the principal sum; and
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WHEREAS, it is understood by the Nitro Sanitary Board of
the City of Nitro that the payment of $388,750.00 would
deplete certain credits which were received by the City
of Nitro from the Civic Benefits Association, a West Virginia
corporation; and
That in consideration of all of the same the said Nitro
Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, does
hereby agree, after the payment of all operating expenses
relative to the operation and maintenance of the Nitro
Sanitary Board and the sewage treatment facilities aligned
therewith to pay the sum of $38,875.00 annually to the
general fund of the City of Nitro for the advance payment
hereinabove referred to, and the Chairman of the Nitro
Sanitary Board is hereby authorized and directed to communicate
to the City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia the
acceptance of said offer on behalf of the said Nitro Sanitary
Board.
Introduced and passed on this the 28th day of March, 1975
at a special meeting of the Nitro Sanitary Board, City of
Nitro, West Virginia.
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Approved by:
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(Signed by) William D. Gibson,Chairman
F. Douglas Bess, Member
Constance J. Stephens, Sec.
Councilman Lilly asked if this resolution had been conveyed
to the city attorney to be used for Exhibit 42. Mayor Gibson
stated that the resolution had, and that it had also been
introduced to the Public Service Commission yesterday during
the Sanitary Sewer Rate hearing. The Mayor stated that they
should have a reply from the Public Service Commission in
approximately five or six weeks.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated March 27, 1975, from
Mr. Escoe Haverty complimenting the Mayor, City Council, and the
Sanitary Board members on their efforts in obtaining Federal
grants for sewers in the 40th Street and Riverdell Acres areas.
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Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Gary L. Johnson who is State
Coordinator of the Flood Insurance Program. Mr. Johnson gave a
presentation on the program and spoke on Nitro's flooding problem.
Mr. Johnson stated that Nitro was in the emergency stage of the
program which would last two or three years. After this time,
there will be a rate study done which will determine the hundred
year elevations in the city of Nitro. When the rate study is
finalized, Nitro will have to pass actual flood plane management
ordinances or amendments to the present zoning ordinance. Mr.
Johnson stated that the insurance rates are 25C a hundred dollars
for residences and 40C a hundred dollars for businesses. The
insurance can be purchased from any local agent and it covers
(1) an unusual arrived accumulation of water from any source,
(2) a river overflow, (3) and mudslides. Mr. Johnson stated that
he had worked with Mayor Gibson for 4 or 5 months trying to reduce
the size of the original map. Mayor Gibson stated that they had
approximately 800 homes taken out of the flood-prone area, so
these citizens would not have to purchase the insurance unless
they so desire. Councilman Lilly asked if the citizens of the
Hillside Drive area could purchase the insurance even though
they were not in the flood prone area. Mr. Johnson stated that
anyone living inside the corporate limits could purchase the
insurance if they so desired. Mayor Gibson stated that Hillside
Drive was in the flood-prone area as outlined on the flood map.
Councilman at Large Priddy questioned Mayor Gibson's accuracy.
The Mayor finally stated that no matter what, the citizens of
Hillside Drive could purchase the insurance. Attorney Armada
asked when the insurance would be available. Mr. Johnson said
that it would probably be about ten days. Mr. Johnson also
mentioned that it would take about two months for the map to be
approved. Councilman Lilly asked Mr. Johnson about a home
improvement loan. Mr. Johnson stated that you were required to
purchase the insurance if the improvement amounted to over 50%
of the present value of your property. Councilman Lilly asked
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if certification could have taken place last May 2 when Council
first passed the resolutions. Mr. Johnson stated that it could
have, but that he had advised the Mayor to wait. Mayor Gibson
complimented Mr. Johnson for his dedication on this program and
thanked him for attending the council meeting.
Mayor Gibson talked about a letter he had received from
Mr. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers concerning the gas leak in
Fenton Circle. Mayor Gibson said that he would like to turn the
matter over to Attorney Armada and the Building and Planning
Committee so they could advise council at the next council meeting.
Councilman Hart stated that, in his opinion, no one was responsible
for the leak and there were no records or logs of its existence.
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Martin Glasser, an attorney for
Mr. Jerry Goldberg who operates Dunbar Supply and Sash Company.
Mr. Glasser spoke on the land Mr. Goldberg owns in the Sattes area.
He stated that Mr. Goldberg was planning to construct a large
building on this land and a question had been brought up that
maybe the city of Nitro owned some of the land. Mr. Glasser said
he didn't want any questions about the matter to arise after a
$200,000.00 improvement had fceen made, so he would like the city
to pass a quitclaim deed to the land. Mr. Glasser also said he
would like the city of Nitro to relinquish whatever title it may
have on some of this land, and in exchange for this, he would give
to the city clear title to some parcels of land on the other side
of the street. Mr. Glasser showed a map of the land and explained
all the details of the area, and he stated that he would come back
in several weeks to get a resolution from Council. Mayor Gibson
asked Mr. Glasser if he would give Council some information about
the planned building. Mr. Glasser stated that the building was
to be approximately 10,000 square feet, and it would be occupied
by Dunbar Supply and Sash or one of its subsidiaries. Mayor Gibson
stated this matter would be given to the Building and Planning
Committee under the guidance of City Attorney, Mr. Armada.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter from the
Regional Development Authority discussing the EPA 208 Planning
Grant. He said that he would mail each of the councilmen a copy
so they could review it for the next council meeting.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman Tidquist stated
that he had a Resolution from the Recreation Department regarding
the Little League baseball. Councilman Tidquist said that he would
like to discuss the Resolution with the Recreation Committee and
he would try to have more details at the next council meeting.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly stated that he
would like to make a motion to the effect of granting the Winfield
Elementary School a permit to solicit in the town of Nitro for
their spring carnival. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the
motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Hill stated that there was
a large ditch area on Main Avenue between Rich Oil Station and the
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Moose Lodge. Councilman Hill said this was a hazard to the
children and it should be taken care of before someone drowns in
the ditch. Mayor Gibson informed Council that he had talked to
an engineer of the Department of Highways and was reassured that the
drain pipe would be cleaned out. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
like this matter placed in the Storm Drain Committee so the
Committee could assist in the matter.
Councilman David Hart:

No new business.

Mayor Gibson stated that he had received three letters this
week and he would mail these letters to all the council members.
Two of the letters discussed the traffic flow problems (1) at
19th Street-Plant Road and Route 25 intersection and (2) 41st
Street-Plant Road at the intersection of Route 25. The other
letter discussed the drainage problem at Route 25 near the bowling
alley and the drainage problem at Route 25 near Bailes Drive.
Councilman at. Large Dr. R. V. Allen:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:
Councilman Vernon Casebolt:
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No new business.

No new business.

No new business.

City Recorder Tom Melton: City Recorder Tom Melton stated
he had a couple of letters discussing the spending of the City's
Revenue Sharing money. Mr. Melton said that there had been some
question about this spending and that he had sent a letter to the
Intergovernmental Relations Office in Washington, D. C., and he
had received a letter giving answers to the questions. Recorder
Melton stated that he would like the letters to be made a part
of the minutes of the meeting. Councilman Lilly recommended
that the letters be put on the agenda for the next council
meeting so everyone could discuss them. A copy of the above
mentioned letters are attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Lilly stated that between Route 25 and Hillside
Drive there was a swamp which was causing a drainage problem
and a back-up of water on the street. Councilman Lilly stated
that this problem should be given to a committee so something
could be done to alleviate this drainage problem. Mayor Gibson
said it would preferrably be the Storm Drain Committee. A few
citizens from Hillside Drive spoke on the drainage problem they
had, and what an eye-sore the swamp was to the people of this
area. Mayor Gibson stated that Attorney Frank Armada would
try to have an answer to the problem at the next council meeting.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the meeting
be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Priddy. The
>-te of approval was unanimous.
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g>tate QTax department
CHARLESTON, 253O5
NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF THE LEVY ESTIMATE
BY THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER OF WEST VIRGINIA
Municipality of Nitro
In accordance with the provisions of Article 8, Chapter 11 of the West Virginia
Code, as amended, and contingent upon compliance with the provisions of Article 6,
Section 38 of the West Virginia Constitution, I, as State Tax Commissioner of West
Virginia, do hereby approve the Levy Estimate for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
1975HOWEVER, APPROVAL IS CONDITIONED UPON THE CORRECTION
OF THE FOLLOWING DEFICIENCIES:
NONE

I find that any levy rates to be imposed in excess of those prescribed by the
West Virginia Constitution were legally authorized by a vote of the people.
I find that the proper rates of levy are being used to retire any existing general obligation bond debt, 'and that such total debt is within the limits prescribed
by the West Virginia Constitution and Code.
Given under my hand this

11

day of

April

TAX COMMISSIONER
LGR

12:60

1975.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 15, 1975
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The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on April 15, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present for the
meeting were Honorable William D. Gibson, City Recorder, Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large R.V. Allen, Councilman Tom Lilly, Councilman
Paul Hill, Councilman David Hart and Councilman Vernon Casebolt.
The meetingwas called to order by Mayor William D. Gibson.
Invocation was given by Reverend Arley Cravens of the Nitro Church
of God.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 1, 1975, MEETING: Mayor Gibson
stated that each member had received a copy of the minutes of the
previous meeting in the mail and had been given the opportunity to
review them. Councilman Lilly made a motion that these minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen. The
vote of approval was unanimous.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 1975,_FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City Recorder Melton
Chairman of the Finance Committee stated that all councilmen had
L
received a copy of the finance statement showing that the balance
was $57,958.72 for the end of March. Councilman Lilly asked City
Recorder Melton if there was going to be any revisions make on the
X,
expenditures. City Recorder Melton stated that there were and it would
be either in May or June . Councilman at Large Allen made a motion
that the statement be approved. Councilman Hill seconded the motion.
All councilman voted in favor of the statement except for Councilman
Lilly and Councilman at Large Priddy.who opposed.
GAS LEAK, FENTON CIRCLE: Mayor Gibson stated that this matter
was to be discussed by City Attorney Frank Armada who was not present
at the meeting because he was in court in Huntington, West Virginia.
SWAMP BETWEEN FIRST AVENUE & HILLSIDE DRIVE: This was also
to be discussed by City Attorney Frank Armada who was not present
for the meeting.
E.P.A. 208 PLANNING GRANT: Mayor Gibson stated that he had
talked with Mr.Ken Howe who had suggested that Council wait because
he feels there should be some changes make in the Resolution.
LETTER FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS: Tom Melton, City
Recorder,stated that before he reads the letter from the Intergovernmental Relations, Council would have to go through the process
of laying the levy for the next fiscal year. City Recorder Melton
stated that he had gotten a letter back from the W.Va. Tax Dept.
which stated that there were no deficiencies in the levy estimate.
The letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that the levy rates by accepted by Council.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist. All councilmen voted in favor except Councilman Lilly and Councilman at Large
Priddy who opposed.
City Recorder Melton read the report which is as follows:
The following report is a series of documented answers to the
j
charges leveled at the Executive Department and other Councilmen
'
of the City of Nitro by Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman at
*
Large Keith Priddy. The charges appeared in the Charleston Gazette on
January 16, 1975, and the Kanawha Valley Leader on January 16, 1975.
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This rebuttal was delayed until now to allow for complete
documentation of all answers, (this includes correspondence
from Federal Agencies) as well as to allow time for an audit
to be completed by the W.Va. Tax Department.
The charges that were made have not caused any undue
interference with the performance of the duties of Mayor and
City Recorder, but this report is necessary to settle these
matters once and for all. Because the good people of Nitro
are entitled to know that the charges were for political gain
and were totally false in nature.

I

ACCUSATIONS IN THE CHARLESTON GAZETTE AND KANAWHA VALLEY
LEADER:
Accusation # 1. "Revenue Sharing money earmarked for construction
of a city garage has been spent for other things
resulting in violation of Federal Revenue Sharing
regulations."
A. Letter from Revenue Sharing showing no violation of Revenue
Sharing Funds.
B. Minute Book #13, page 251, council meeting date, June 18,
1975. The money designated for construction of a city garage
is still in account. Council has spent $9,500.00 for the
purchase of land from the W.Va. Water Company.
Accusation # 2. "The City Budget has been ignored and four unauthorized employees have been hired. One policeman and three weed cutters for the Street Dept.
were hired despite a budget line item specifying
the number of employees to work in each department, they contend."
A. Minute Book #13, page 225, council meeting date, April 2, 1974
Councilman Lilly made a motion to hire policeman and pay from
Revenue Sharing. Vote was unanimous with only Councilman Hill
absent.
B. Minute Book #13, page 250, council meet ing June 18, 1975.
List of authorized employees in Tom Lilly's own hand writing
showing from Street Department 4 people in Revenue Sharing
and one policeman. Budget Revenue Sharing showing allocation.
C. Minute Book #13 page 41, council meeting, April 17, 1973.
Lilly states that Tax Department recommends the amendments
be made at one time.
Accusation # 3. "Lawrence Craft was hired as police chief without
approval of Council and without a salary allocation
in the budget. Lilly said the City has never had
a fulltime chief, but has given the chief's job
to a police captain. The chief's salary, he said,
is a captain's wage plus $100.00 a month. Craft,
a retired state policeman, was hired at an announced salary of $12,000. "Where did his salary
come from?" Lilly asked, "Who authorized it?"
A. Minute Book #13, page 269, council meeting, August 20, 1974.
Mayor Gibson announced Lawerence Craft chief effective starting
date as September 1, 1974.
B. Copy of resignation from acting chief and sergeant of Police
Department by Thomas Blasingin. July 1, 1972.
C. Chief Craft's salary is $10,560.00 on list of authorized Police
Department employees. He is paid captain's pay plus $100 a
month for chief, less amount authorized for longevity. The
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captain's vacancy in the department cannot be filled until the
Civil Service requirements are met. The addition of Chief Craft
to the department has not increased the budgetary allotment in
police salaries.
Accusation # 4. "Bills arrive at City Hall without purchase order
or formal authorization. Department heads make unauthorized purchases above a $100 ceiling set by
council. One such purchase was an $800.00 table
top.
A. Purchase orders over the authorized amount for department
heads are co-signed by either the Mayor or City Recorder.
B. The table top purchased from Capital Top Company was for 138.00
not $800.00. Purchase Order #1031, dated February 25, 1974,
signed by Mayor Gibson, canceled check #274.
Accusation # 5. "The 1973-74 city financial report has not been
submitted to the State Tax Department and is
nearly seven months late. Failure of the city
recorder to comply with a four-week deadline
constitutes a misdemeanor."
A. The City Recorder contacted Thelma Stone, Section Chief, of
Local Government Relations office by phone and determined
that there were no administrative problems incurred by the
report being turned in late. The City Recorder was further
informed that other Municipalities were often times late in
submitting reports of this nature. The extension of time
was approved verbally. Statement was late in being prepared due
to the high administration workload of the Recorders office.
Accusation # 6. "Mayor Gibson demanded that his secretary get a
raise from $375.00 to $600.00 a month because
the Dunbar
Mayor's secretary gets a comparable
sum."
A. This has never been stated at any time. This remark is totally
without merit or basis and no such demand was ever made in
public or private. Mayor Gibson is not concerned with the
salaries of the Dunbar of St. Albans Mayors, much less the
salaries of their secretaries. All raises are approved by
council.
Accusation # 7. Mayor Gibson made an unauthorized purchase of an
electric typewriter costing about $500.00 for
his secretary who cannot type.
A. Minute Book #13, page 51, council meeting May 15, 1973.
Councilman Lilly stated that a typewriter was purchased.
Councilman Lilly made the motion to accept the April Financial
Statement. All council voted in favor.
B. Copies of purchase orders #371 and #723 for typewriters dated
March 30, 1973.and December 27, 1973. Authorized by Mayor
Gibson. The Mayor's Secretary is an able typist who has typed
not only for the Mayor but for various department heads. During
the period 4/15/74 to 4/29/74 when the city recorder's
secretarial job was vacant, all secretarial duties (including
typing were performed by the Mayor's secretary).
Accusation # 8. A $19,000 refund from the :Enviromental Protection
Agency reportedly approved EPA several,months
ago has not been reported as received on the
City financial statement."
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A.

Letter fom Program Specialist of Federal State Relations
stating that the United States Congress has not appropriated
any funds for reimbursement and no money can be shown on
any financial statement until that money has been received.
Accusation #9. Lilly stated $42,988 in Revenue Shading moneywas not used within the two-year period required
by the Federal Government. He added that the
money has not been kept in reserve, but has
been spent for other purposes including more than
$10,000 to re-roof City Hall.
A. Letter from office of Secretary of Treasury of Mayor Gibson
dated November 7, 1974 concerning the time limit on use of
General Revenue Sharing Fund.
Accusation #10. Councilman Lilly said, "The chairman of the
Building and Planning Committee asked me if
we had the money. I told him no and advised him
to spend $1,800 to fix the roof, then put a new
roof on after we get the next allotment of
federal money. There is a legal question here.
That money was to be spent for a garage not
for a new roof. The new roof was financed from
the $42,000."
A. Minute Book #13, page 281, council meeting September 17, 1974
voted to let bids for re-roofing. All councilmen voted in
favor with Hugo Tidquist adsent.
B. Minute Book #13, page 287, council meeting October 1, 1974.
Mayor Gibson stated that money was available, but Finance
Committee stated whether it will come from the general fund
or Revenue Sharing.
C. The money for re-roofing has not been spent from the Revenue
Sharing Fund, but paid out of the city's General Fund with
Check #6886.
Accusation #11. Lilly also charged that salaries for a policeman
and three weed cutters for the Street Department
are being paid from Revenue Sharing money not
yet received by the City. "The money was all spent
before they got the first check," he said. "They're
paying from nonexistent funds."
A. Since Revenue Sharing came into existence I have had telephone
conversations and sent letteis to offices of Revenue Sharing,
Washington, B.C., concerning the spending of the city's
Revenue Sharing allotments.
Accusation #12. "Councilman Lilly, who prepared Revenue Sharing
reports his removal from the Finance Committee, said
the Mayor never examined a report, although they
were on file in city hall."
A. Copies of Revenue Sharing Reports have been signed by the Chief
Executive Officer, Mayor Gibson, before published in local newspaper as required by law.
Accusation #13. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy on the other hand
admits that he had been in the Gibson Administration
"dog house" since he was not one of the Gibson team
slated candidated in the 1972 City Election.
A. Although Mayor Gibson and City Recorder Melton were on opposing
slates in the 1972 election it has not hampered their ability
to work in a smooth and efficient manner for the good of the
citizens of Nitro.
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Copy of documents attached hereto and made a part hereof
Councilman Casebolt stated that City Recorder Melton had

1

to^ver thinj°b ^ ^^ ^£&lt th&t tMS reP°rt had the answers
Mayor Gibson stated that it appears to him that the business
ot Nitro has been conducted in a business-like fashion and if
anyone can prove City Recorder Melton wrong he should do so
Councilman at Large Allen make a motion that this report
i
be made a part of the minutes. Councilman Casebolt seconded the
motion. The vote of approval was unanimous. Councilman at Large
Priddy asked Mayor Gibson if under revenue sharing are accounting
procedures the same as with the general fund? Mayor Gibson stated
that the revenue sharing procedures were completely different
Mayor Gibson stated that the City had an auditor in to review'
all the check books and the City was given a clean bill of health
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a copy of the
Community Development Application which would be sent to the
Federal Government for the block grant money that the city hopes
to receive. Some of the objectives that the Mayor read were
constructing storm sewers, paving a parking lot on 21st Street
and the development of the city's recreational equipment. Mayor
Gibson stated that the City of Nitro would like to begin solving
the slump in housing by caring for the elderly population. This
the Mayor stated had affected the economic status of Nitro. Mayor
Gibson stated that he would give the members of Council a copy of
the application if they so desired.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated April 10, 1975 from James
Amburgey, President of the Nitro Little League Baseball. The
letter asked permission for the team to sell candy and conduct
"Tag Day" April 14th through April 19th. Councilman at Large Allen
made a motion that the team be able to solicite in Nitro. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The vote of approval
was unanimous.
Stephen L. Mullins, Recreation Director read a verbal request
dated April 15, 1975 from Mr. Mike Null of the Exploring Committee
of the Buckskin Council about holding the Explorer Olympics in
Nitro. Mr. Mullins stated that they would be using several of
Nitre's recreational facilities. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that Nitro allow this event to take place in the City of Nitro.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist. The vote
of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated April 11, 1975 from the
Senior Citizens of Nitro discussing the possibility of making a
central location for the paying of all the utilities. Council
agreed that the City should look into this further. Councilman
Dave Hart stated that there are many problems with utility companies
having external collecting places. There is a big problem transferring
the data from the collecting place to the utility company,and
often times due to delay in transmitting, utilities are cut off.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated April 10, 1975 from Russell
C. Frashier of 321 Knollwood Drive in Charleston. The letter
congratulated the Mayor and his officials on their many
accomplishments in the City of Nitro.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that the Recreation Committee met last Thursday night April
15 1975 He stated that maintance for the city of Nitro was well
on'its way and that the summer program had been discussed at the
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meeting. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that the committee
would make a recomendation to the Little League that they could
enforce their own rules for the team. Councilman at Large Tidquist also mentioned that Monsanto had donated $200.00 for the
repaving of the volleyball court.
Stephen Mullins, Recreation Director stated that Mr. & Mrs.
Jack Moody donated 25 large shrubs to the city of Nitro, that
were placed at Ridenour Memorial park and at the Nitro pool for
protection and beautification.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: Councilman Lilly made a motion that
a letter be sent to Mr. & Mrs. Moody from the members of Council.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: No new business.
COUNCILMAN DAVID HART: Councilman Hart,stated that the Library
Commission has met on a regular basis for the past year to bring
about improvements and have a planned open house the last of April.
Councilman Hart also stated that he had met with Mr. Paul Greenlee
of the Estill & Greenlee Realty and had discussed the storm drains
at the Brookhaven Subdivision. Councilman Hart asked if he could
meet with Councilman at Large Tidquist at the close of the meeting
to discuss this problem.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had met with the Businessmen's
and Professional Association about a clean-up month in the City
of Nitro.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE R.V. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Allen stated
that he had talked with someone about the drainage problem at
the Moose Club. He stated that the water seeps out of the drain
which could mean that a line is busted by the W.Va. Water Company.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PR1DDY: No new business.
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT-. No~new business.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Paul Hill. The vote of
approval was unanimous.

Mayor
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.The following report is a series of documented answers to
the charges leveled at the Executive Department and other Councilmen
of the City of Nitro by Councilman Thomas Lilly and Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy.

The charges appeared in the Charleston Gazette on

January 16, 1975, and the Kanawha Valley Leader on January 16, 1975.
This rebuttal was delayed until now to allow for complete
documentation of all answers, (this includes correspondence from Federal
Agencies) as well as to allow time for an audit to be completed by the
West Virginia State Tax Department.
The charges that were made have not caused any undue interference with the performance of the duties of Mayor and City Recordei',
but thi^repoFt~Ts necessary to settle these matters once and for all}
Because the good people of Nitro are entitled to know that the charges
were for political gain and were totally false in nature.

ACCUSATIONS IN THE CHARLESTON GAZETTE AND KANAWHA VALLEY LEADER:
Accusation # 1. "Revenue Sharing money earmarked for consturction of a
city garage has been spent; for other things, resulting
in violation of Federal Revenue Sharing regulations."
A.

Letter from Revenue Sharing showing no violation of Revenue Sharing
Funds.

B.

Minute Book #13, page 251, council meeting date, June 18, 1975.
The money designated for construction of a city garage is still in
accotmt. Council has spent $9,500.00 for the purchase of land from
the West Virginia Water Company.

Accusation # 2.

"The City Budget has been ignored and four unauthorized
employees have been hired.|0ne policemanjand three
weed cutters for the Street Department were hired
despite a budget line item specifying the number of
employees to wor'c in each denartnent, they contend."

Minute Book #13, page 225, council meeting date, April 2, 1974
Councilman Lilly made a motion to hire policeman and pay from
Revenue Sharing. Vote was unanimous with only Councilman Hill
being absent.
Minute Book #13, page 250, council meeting June 18, 1975.
List of authorized employees in Tom Lilly's own hand writing
showing from Street Department 4 people in Revenue Sharing and
one policeman. Budget Revenue Sharing showing allocation.
C.

Minute Book #13, page 41, council meeting, April 17, 1973.
Lilly states that Tax Department recommends the amendments be
made at one time.

Accusation # 3.

"Lawrence Craft was hired as police chief without
approval of Council and without a salary allocation in
the budget. Lilly said the City has never had a fulltime chief, but has given the chief's job to a police
captain. The chief's salary, he said, is a captain's
wage plus $100.00 a monthMCraf t, a retired state
policeman, was hired at an announced salary of
$12,000. "Where did his salary come from?"

Lilly asked. "Who authorized it?^
A.

Minute Book #13, page 269, council meeting, August 20, 1974.
Mayor Gibson announced Lawrence Craft chief effective starting
date as September 1, 1974.

B.

Copy of resignation from acting chief and sergeant of Police
Department by Thomas Rlasingin. July 1, 1972.

iTt
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Chief Craft's salary is $10,560.00 on list of authorized Police
Department employees. He is paid captain's pay plus $100 a month
for chief, less amount authorized for longevity. The captain's
vacancy in the department cannot be filled until the Civil Service
requirements are met. The addition of Chief Craft to the department
has not increased the budgetary allotment in police salaries.

Accusation # 4. "Bills arrive a I: City Hall without purchase orders
or formal authorization. Department heads make unauthorized purchases above a $100 ceiling set by council.
One such purchase was an $800.00 table top
A.

...... _.

Purchase orders over the authorized amount for department heads
are co-signed by either the Mayor or City Recorder.

B.

The table top purchased from Capital Top Company was for $138.00
not $800.00. Purchase Order #1031, dated February 25, 1974, signed
by Mayor Gibson, canceled check #274.

Accusation # 5.

"The 1973-74 city financial report has not been
submitted to the State Tax Department and is nearly
seven months late. Failure of the city recorder to
comply with a four-week deadline constitutes a misdemeanor . "

A.

The City recorder contacted Thelma Stone, Section Chief, of i.~c,-J t^
Relations office by phone and determined that there were no
administrative problems incurred by the report being turned in
late. The City Recorder was further informed that other
Municipalities were often times late in submitting

reports of this nature. The extension of time was approved
verbally. Statement was lat;e in heing prepared due to the high
administration workload of the Recorders office.

Accusation # 6.

"Mayor Gibson demanded that his secretary get a
raise from $375.00 to $600.00 a month because the
Dunbar Mayor's secretary gets a comparable sum."

A.

This has never been stated at any time. This remark is totally
without merit or basis and no such demand was ever made in public
or in private. Mayor Gibson is not concerned with the salaries
of the Dunbar or St. Albans Mayors, much less the salaries of
their secretaries.

Accusation # 7.

All raises are approved by council.

Mayor Gibson made an unauthorized purchase of an
electric typewriter costing about $500 for his
fisecretary
?jfr

A.

who cannot tyne.Jfr
'

mi1-

Minute Book #13, page .51 ,~coundir meeting May 15, 1973.
Councilman Lilly stated that a typewriter was purchased.
Councilman Lilly made the motion to accept the April Financial
Statement. All council voted in favor.

B.

Copies.of purchase orders #371 and #723 for typewriters dated
March 30,1973 and December 27,1973. Authorized by Mayor Gibson.
The Mayor's Secretary i>s an able typist who has typed not only
for the Mayor but for various 'department heads. During the
period 4/15/74 to 4/29/74 when the city recorder's secretarial
job was vacant, all secretarial duties (including typing were
performed by the Mayor's secretary.

Accusation # 8 .

A $19,000 refund from the Enviromental Protection
Agency reportedly approved EPA several months ago
has not been reported as received on the city
financial s t a t ernen t. "

A.

Letter from Program Specialist: of Federal State Relations stating
that the United States Congress has not appropriated any funds

for reimbursement and no money can be shown on any finance
statement until that: money has been received.
Accusation # 9.

Lilly said $42,988 in Revenue Sharing money was not
used within the two-year period required by the
Federal Government. He added that the money has not
been kept in reserve, but has been spent for other
purposes including more than $10,000 to re-roof
city hall.

A.

Letter from office of Secretary of Treasury to Mayor Gibson,
dated November 7, 1974 concerning the time limit on use of
General Revenue Sharing Fund.

Accusation #10.

Councilman Lilly said, "The chairman of the Building
and Planning Committee asked me if we had the money.
1 told him no and advised him to spend $1,800 to fix
the roof, then put a new roof on after we get the
__ __„ ._.
next allotment of federal money. There is a legal

.

question here. That money was to be spent for a
garage not for a new roof .'(I The new roof was
"»
from the $42,000.",

financed

*>:%

A.

Minute Book #13, page 281, council meeting September 17, 1974
voted to let bids for re-roofing. All councilmen voted in favor
with Hugo Tidquist absent.

B.

Minute Book #13, page 287, council meeting October 1, 1974.
Mayor Gibson stated that money was available, but Finance Committee
stated whether it will come from the general fund or Revenue Sharing.'^'-

I'fistofc

|Cj|
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The money for re-roofing has not been spent from the Revenue

Sharing

Fund, but paid out of the city's General Fund with check #6886.
Accusation #11.

Lilly also charged that salaries for a policeman and
three weed cutters for the Street Department are being
paid from Revenue Sharing money not yet received by
the city. "The money was all spent before they got
the first check," he said. "They're paying from

I
"'

nonexistent funds."
Since Revenue Sharing came into existence I have had telephone
conversations and sent letter to office of Revenue Sharing,
Washington, D.C., concerning the spending of the city's Revenue
Sharing allotments.
B.

Letter dated, February 25, 1975 over the signature of Gail Boyle
from Revenue Sharing Office, Washington, D.C.

Accusation #12.

"Councilman Lilly, who prepared Revenue Sharing reports
his removal from the Finance Committee, said Mayor
Gibson never examined a report, although they were
on file in city hall.

A.

Copies of Revenue Sharing Reports have been signed by the Chief
Executive Officer, Mayor Gibson, before published in local
newspaper as required by law.

,-U Large Ko.i t.h P.ri.ddy _JQIL. the_o±hjg.r_.
admits that he has been in the Gibson Administration
"dog House" since he was not one of the Gibson team
slated canidates in the 1972 City Election.
A.

Although Mayor William Gibson and City Recorder Tom Melton were
on opposing slates in the 1972 election it has not hampered their
ability to work in a smooth and efficient manner for the good of
the citizens of Nitro.

Mayor William Gibson
Page 2
March 17, 1975

Mr. Johnson stated that HUD realizes that the original flJ hazard
mapping and also the Corps of Engineer flood hazard mapping is i/Pr®c^se_^
correct. We are advised that HUD will enter into a new flood ejuati°n '.
which will completely remap the flood hazard areas. We believer6 new inaPP^n9
will be more favorable than the present mapping. We are also ap56^ tha
is some movement afoot to modify the 100-year criteria for the7pa1acn^a
In our opinion, the 50-year flood criteria would be more accepple f°r
area.
It is recommended that you write a letter to Mr. Gary JcfSpn, authorizing
him to submit the application which he has been holding pendinlyout ^iTXYteT
instructions. There is attached a copy of our interpretation ff the Corps of
Engineers Flood Hazard Zones.
.Very truly yours,

Robert Y. Hayne.

RYH:lh

cc: Gary Johnson

APPALACHIAN

ENGINEERS.

sol OTT BUILDING - 215 DUNBAR STREET
C H A f» L. F. ft T ' :> N, W E S T
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March 17, 1975

Mayor William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia
Re: National Floo Insurance Program
Dear Mayor Gibson:
I met with Mr. Gary Johnson of the Governor's Offi e of Federal/State
Relations on March 1?, 1975 to discuss your Natiortal Flod Insurance Program.
Mr. Johnson stated that he had all the information from you, including
application, zoning ordinance, building code ordinance, And resolutions entered
and passed by Council on Maj. 7 » 1 974 , all of which are sufficient for making
application for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.
/

I discussed w i t h Mr. Johnson the difference between the Corps of
~ n g rieeta fluou'
uou lia^dt
ia^dt J u.v".a
u.v".a a!'.j! the o i - i f j iisal < .neiuU lmz.uM ui LU ui tiller mined—-

by HUD representatives. He made a copy of the Corps of Engineers revised
flood zone map, which we will forward to HUD, requesting a change in the
flood hazard boundary map.
Mr. Johnson further stated that the present regulations of the federal
agency do not require a flood zone ordinance at this time. In his opinion it
will be two or three years before such ordinances are required. In the interim,
the City officials are required to notify prospective builders who contemplate
building in the flood hazard zone of these conditions and request that they
comply with good building procedures and that the City will actively support x
the actions stated in the resolution.
,
Mr. Johnson recommended that you authorize him to submit the application
as originally prepared, at this time and at the same time he will submit the
Corps of Engineers flood zone boundary map to HUD,requesting a modification
of the original map. He stated that acceptance of the application would be
within two to three weeks, but that the revised map would take two to three -,"•
months. We concur with this recommendation.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 6, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on May 6, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. Present for the meeting
were Honorable William D. Gibson, City Recorder, Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large R.V. Allen, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman
Tom Lilly, Councilman David Hart, and Councilman Vernon Casebolt.
Also present for the meeting was City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: APRIL 15, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that each member had received a copy of the
minutes of the previous meeting in the mail and had been given the
opportunity to review them. Councilman Hill made a motion that
these minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt. The vote of approval was unanimous.
APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City Recorder Melton, Chairman
of the Finance Committee read the following financial report for
April 1975:
Balance March 31, 1975
$57,958.72
Receipts April
61,856.12
$119,814.84
Disbursements April
50,458.82
Balance April 30, 1975
69,356.02
City Recorder Melton stated that there was a Finance Committee
Meeting May 5, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. The committees recommendations
for budget revisions are as follows:
BUDGET REVISIONS
Receipts
Estimated

I

Accident Reports
Special Licenses
General Licenses
Bid. Permits
Sewer Permits
Utilities 2%
Miscellaneous

100.00
800.00
4,000.00
1,500.00
100.00
30,000.00
5,000.00
41,500.00

Consumer Sale
Domestic Animal
Plumbing License
Watershed Rec.

20,000.00
250.00
400.00
10,000.00
30,650.00

Revisions
492.00
1,167.00
4,212.00
2,150.00
356.00
32,562.00
26.560.00
67,499.00
Increase
$25,999.00
17,046.00
223.00
220.00
4,484.00
21,973.00
Decrease
$8,677.00
Net Increase $17,322.00
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Disbursements
#8
#23

Estimated
21,600.00
30,000.00
51,600.00

#11
#13
#20
#24
#25
#27
#32
#35
#38
#41
#46
#49
#50
#60 B

10,000.00
27,000.00
1,700.00
3,400.00
500.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
7,500.00
500.00
9,000.00
5,000.00
1,100.00
800.00
75,500.00

Revisions
17,900.00
26,943.00
44,843.00
Decrease
13,877.00
27.450.00
1,975.00
4,000.00
10,777.00
3,310.00
3,481.00
3,383.00
9,247.00
1,500.00
12,383.00
5,240.00
1,790.00
1,166.00
99,579.00
Increase
Net Increase

$6,757.00

$24,079.00
$17,322.00

Councilman at Large Allen asked City Recorder Melton why
the estimated receipts in miscellaneous had uppered from 5,000.00
to 26,560.00? Melton stated that this was caused by a 10,000.00
Saving Certificate that was cashed in and also a 9,500.00 refund
from the W.Va. Water Company.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the revisions
be accepted and sent to the State Tax Department. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. All councilman voted in
favor of the revisions except for Councilman Lilly and Councilman
at Large Priddy who opposed.
GAS LEAK, FENTON CIRCLE: City Attorney Frank Armada stated
that he had looked into the Gas Leak at Fenton Circle and he
recommended that something be done about the matter. Armada stated
that the gas leak should be referred to a committee so they could
check the cost of fixing the leak so the City would not have to
worry any longer about being liable should anyone get hurt. Mayor
Gibson stated that Appalachian Engineers had determined that it
was an old capped off well which was not capped properly. Council
recommended that the problem gas leak be put in the Street Committee,
SWAMP BETWEEN FIRST AVENUE & HILLSIDE DRIVE: City Attorney
Armada stated that the swamp was on private property. He stated
that the swamp was a result of the State Road Commission changing
Route 25. Armada stated apparently the elevation of the road was
uneven with the land. Armada stated that the drain pipes were
probably stopped up and the State Road Commission could unstop
the drains and then by filling in the land even with the storm
drain that takes the water to the river. Armada stated that the

I
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City could not do anything legally now since it was private
property and that the matter should be studied further.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Kanawha Regional
Transportation Authority. The letter is attached hereto and made
a part here of.
Mayor Gibson read a petition from the citizens of Dupont
Avenue concerning a house that is a health hazard to the community. The letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Casebolt stated that the Fire Chief should be sent
to the house to check the wiring and see if it is a potential
fire hazard to the citizens of this area.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked with the Businessmen's
and Professional Association about a clean-up month in the City
of Nitro, Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to have the
clean-up month start the 19th of the May nad include the first
two week of June. Gibson stated that he had several plans for
the campaign and felt sure it would be a big success this year.
CITY RECORDER TOM MELTON: No new business
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT: No new business
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE 'KEITH PRIDDY: No new business
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Allen
stated that he had attended the Library Committee meeting and that
there was an increase of books checked out since the hours of the
library had been extended. He also stated that there had been
puppet show to several of the grade schools which had been a big
success. Councilman at Large Allen stated that the library needs
some upgrading such as repairs to the doors and that he recommends
that this matter be placed in the Building and Planning Committee.
Councilman at Large Allen also mentioned that the dusk to dawn
lights were working.
COUNCILMAN DAVID HART: No new business
COUNCILMAN THOMAS TlLLY: No new business
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: No new business
COUNCILMAN AT LARGlTHUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large
Tidquist stated that he thought the State should move along on
the stop lights needed in the City of Nitro. He also stated that
the drainage problems on 40th Street and the high berm on the
road to Ridenour Memorial Park should be taken care of. Mayor
Gibson stated that the drainage problem at the Moose Club and
Rich Service Station seemed to have been taken care of. Mayor
Gibson said that the State had long before now promised to put
up the stop lights the City aeeded.
Mr Thompson of 39th Street East, Nitro, stated that two new
one way signs had been placed at Bailes Drive and 40th Street and
39th Street East. He stated that this was very inconvenient for
the people of 39th Street E. to have to travel the dirt road
from the school to get on 40th Street. Thompson stated that
the citizens would like the one way sign taken down from the
school to Bailes Drive. Mr. Thompson also stated that the dirt
road to the school should be paved because it was bad for the
children walking to the school. Council said that the sign would
be taken down since there was not any authorization to put the
sign up in the first place. Councilman Lilly told Mr. Thompson
to present a petition to council about the road being paved and
that it would be discussed at council meeting.
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Mr. Rutherford of 39th Street, Nitro, Stated that the
children were playing in water that was coming down from a
septic tank on the hill. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
send Mr. Wygal, the plumbing inspector, down to look at the
drain.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart. The
vote passed unanimous.

Mayor

City Recorder
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April 30, 1975
Town Council
City of Nitro
Nitro, W.Va.
Gentlemen:
Enclosed please find list of signatures which is self
explanatory. Will you kindly notify me as to what date
you will possibly take this matter up in council at my
Charleston address:
Foster B. Burdette
P. 0. Box 6789
Charleston, W.Va.

25302

Thanking you in advance, I am,

Very truly yours,

Foster B. Burdette
FBB:vlr

•

LL

I!
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April 15, 1975
Town Council
City of Nitro
Nitro, W.Va.

'•"Gentlemen:

/ . - - - >.;•/'

,

"

"

''"'

' •"''".""

There is a house prestpfely located :at 205 Dupont Avenue,
Nitro, W.Va., that either needs to, be updated or completely
torn down. As all^of the Town Council members know, I am sure,
this area consists of homes ranging in price from $20,000.00
to $40,000.00, and the house above mentioned completely ruins
the entire neighborhood.
We feel, as votefcs in the City of Nitro, that we deserve
some consideration in %his matter, and listed below are the
signatures of some of the concerned citizens, that wish to
have something done:
*

,,///. $L
Vl4<P<lg>1^ *• «,r
tf\jtA

&,

^J

Your immediate action on this proposal would be greatly
appreciated.
Very truly yours,

Foster B. Burdette,
209 Dupont Ave.,
Nitro, W.Va.
Please note that you w©«ld have to contact:
Mrs, Virginia Williams
110 HOlley St.
St. Albans, W.Va. Phone 727-6532
^Mrs. Williams looks after this property for her brother
wti© lives in Florida.
^tsr"^

X?^^ ^ /f?J^~
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KANAWHA VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
GENERAL OFFICES: 1550 FOURTH AVENUE

•

P. O. BOX 1188

•

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25324

•

PHONE (304) 343-7586

s

April 11, 1975

Hon. William Gibson
Mayor of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia

25143

Dear Mayor Gibson:
Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation Authority is becoming
an important factor in the day-to-day transportation needs of
all Kanawha County citizens. The higher cost of gasoline and
inflationary increases in all living costs have added an increased importance to the future development of our community's
public transportation system.
The KVRTA Board would like to extend an invitation to the
City of Nitro to join the Authority as a voting member of the
Board. Your participation as a full voting member will help to
insure that the citizens of Nitro have a voice in the future development and planning of the County's public transportation
system.
Board membership requires a $500 one-time contribution, which
will be returned to the city's representative at the rate of $50
for each meeting he attends.
The KVRTA Board of Members meets on the third Thursday of each
month and presently has the following members: Messrs. Thomas
V. Beatty, Carl R. Smithers, Richard G. Guter, and Dewey E. S.
Kuhns, representing Kanawha County; Messrs. Jerry P. Thompson,
Thomas H. Carroll, and Henry E. Payne III, representing the City
of Charleston; Mayor J. Alfred Poe, South Charleston; Mr. Edward
Cannon, Dunbar; Mr. James R. Randall, St. Albans; Mr. Sammy
Fragale, Montgomery; and Mr. William Harper, Belle.
We look forward to your participation and assistance in planning
the future of public transportation in the Kanawha Valley.
Sincerely,

HAM/eb

Harold A. Miller
General Manager

>I S !>
i
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>tate 8Tax Bepartment
CHARLESTON, 253O5

CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL
THIS WILL CERTIFY THE STATE TAX COMMISSIONER'S APPROVAL FOR
THE REVISION OF THE OFFICIAL LEVY ESTIMATE DOCUMENT (BUDGET) NOW
ON FILE WITH THE STATE TAX DEPARTMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
JUNE 30, 1975.
FISCAL BODY

city of Nitro

DATE OF LETTER OF REQUEST_

May 7,

DATE REQUEST RECEIVED

May 8, 1975

DATE OF THIS CERTIFICATE_

May 13,

1975

1975

CONDITIONS OF THE APPROVAL:

Under the provisions of Code ll-8-14b, 26, 26a, the Tax Commissioner
may authorize the revisions of the annual approved Levy Estimates to
permit expenditures for purposes for which no, or insufficient, appropriations was made i n - t h e original Levy Estimate. In view of these provisions of the Code, this departmentjaull not disturb the proposed use
of funds, provided such expenditj*fes do\not create a deficit for the
fiscal year ending June 30,
CERTIFI^ATE^ERIFIED
Richardf L.jDiiley>*-6«nmissioner,
tt

By Jotfn Of. Melton, DirectoF
jLocal/Government Relations Division
RLD:JRM:ts
Enc. Copy of request for revision

ClhjofcNitro
P. O. BOX SIB

NITRO, WEST V I R G I N I A
WM. D. ( B I L L ) GIBSON
MAYOR
755-5643

RFCBYFQ

25143

' ~o<j ;-„
.
,!JERftf

i-.it
;- ..

Looking to the Future

T. MELTON
RECORDER-TREASURER

t i ; ' ' ) ' ?j r ;" .;'. • •' : •.-..•--,- 7SB-3S21

May 7, 1975

State Tax Commission
Capital Building
Charleston.. W 25305
Attention: Director of Local Government

Dear Sir:
Enclosed is a copy showing the amount estimated shown
on the budget and the revisions to be made. The net total
increase to the budget is $17,322.00.
The revisions were passed by council in regular session
May 6, 1975.
If you have any questions, please call us.

Tom Melton
City Recorder
JTM/dh

BUDGET REVISIONS
Receipts
Estimated
Accident Reports
Special Licenses
General Licenses
Bid. Permits
Sewer Permits
Utilities 2%
Miscellaneous

100.00
800.00
4, 000.00
1.,500.00
100.00
30,000.00
5,000.00
41,500.00

Revisions
492.00
1,167.00
4,212.00
2,150.00
356.00
32,562.00
26,560.00

677499.00
Increase

Consumer Sale
Domestic Animal
Plumbing License
Watershed Rec.

20,000.00
250.00
400.00
10,000.00
30,650.00

Disbursements
Estimated
#23

21,600,00
30,'655!00
51,600.00 "'

#11
#13
#20
#24
#25
#27
#32
#35
#38
#41
#46
#49
#50
#60 B

10,000. 00
27,000, 00
1 ,700, 00
3;,400, 00
500, 00
3 ,000, 00
3 ,000, 00
3 ,000, 00
7 ,500, 00
500, 00
9 ,000, 00
5 ,000 00
1 ,100 00
800 oo,
75,500. oo/

<K

$25,999.00

17,046.00
223.00
220.00
4,484^00
21,973700
x
Decrease $8,677.00^
Net Increase 17^.3.22^00

Revisions
17,900.00
26,943.00
44,843.00
Decrease $6,757.00 /
13,877.00
27,450.00
1,975.00
4,000.00
10,777.00
3,310.00
3,481.00
3,383.00
9,247.00
1,500.00
12,383.00
5,240.00
1,790.00
1,166.00
99,579.00
Increase $24,079.00
Net Increase
17,322.00

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE

DATE:

OUR REF:

5/7/75

SUBJECT: Re-numbering of first block of Washington St.

TO:

W.D. Gibson- Mayor
City of Nitro
Nitro, WV 25143

The Postmaster at Nitro, WV recommends that the first
block of Washington Street be renumbered so as to conform
to the standard practices of street numbering (sequential)
The following list is recommended:
Left side of street
Cavander
1
New house
9
vacant
5
Priddy
7
Persinger
9
West
11
Crest
13
Hively
15
Vacant lot
17
n
n
19

Right side of street
2 or 4
Mechaire (2Hots)
6 or &
Wills 2-lots)
10
King
12A
Bradley
12B
Heill
Vacant lot
14
16
Nichols
18
Vacant lot
20
vacant lot

21

I would appreciate notification of any action taken upon the
above recommendation.

o/O
Harold R. Eomine-Postmaster

P.O.CL-
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Regional Intergovernmental Council
410

Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia
'
3

Benjamin F. Howatt, AIP

25301

..
_
executive Director

c

April 17, 1975

Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor
City of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
SUBJECT:

File No. K-04175-CD
1975 Community Development
application

Program

Dear Mayor Gibson:
This is to advise you that the City of Nitro 's 1975
Community Development Program application has been reviewed
and found to be consistent with regional as well as local
goals, objectives, plans and priorities. This, then/ is to
certify that the requirements set forth in the Office of
Management and Budget's Circular A-95 have been met.
We sincerely hope your application will be favorably
considered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development
You are to be commended for your efforts in this endeavor.
Sincerely,

Benjamin F. Howatt, AIP
Executive Director
BFH/sb
cc:

RIC Executive Committee
R. V. Barill, State Clearinghouse

Telephone: 304

348-7190
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 20, 1975

I

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on May 20, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present for the
meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman
Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman David Hart, and
City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MAY 6, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING:; Mayor
Gibson stated that each member had received a copy of the minutes
of the previous meeting in the mail and had been given an opportunity
to review them. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that these
minutes be approved. Councilman Lilly seconded the motion. The vote
of approval was unanimous.
APPROVAL OF APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City Recorder Melton,
Chairman of the Finance Committee stated that all councilman had
received a copy of the statement and had been given a chance to
review them. Melton stated that there was a correction to be made
on page 6 of the Miscellaneous Reciepts. The reciepts was 1,518.67
instead of 15,818.67 which changes the total to 594.272.75. Councilman
at Large Priddy stated that there was a mistake on page 5, line 27
of the Disbursements and Legal Publications Budget. Melton stated
that the number should be 37 and also the Library number 59 with
Salaries and Expenses of $560.00. Councilman Lilly asked Melton
about our Revenue Sharing Savings Account on page 3. Melton stated
that the Bank only sends him Savings Account Statements twice
a year and that he would record the amounts when the statement arrived.
Melton made a motion that the statement be approved. Councilman at
Large Allen seconded the motion. All councilman voted in favor of
the statement except Councilman Lilly and Councilman at Large Priddy
who opposed.
GAS LEAK, FENTON CIRCLE: Councilman at Large Allen stated that he
and Councilman at Large Tidquist had went and looked at the gas leak
on Fenton Circle. Councilman at Large Allen said that he had talked
with Mr. Bailey who said the well was drilled and that it was dry.
City Attorney , Frank Armada stated that he had talked with Mr. Lyle
Sattes. He stated Mr. Sattes had no idea who had drilled the well.
Sattes stated that he would try to find out by some member of his
family. City Attorney Armada stated that something should be done soon
before anyone gets hurt. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the City
proceed to correct this problem and proceed with bid letting.
•'
Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion. The vote of approval , **
was unanimous. Mayor Gibson stated that an exact set of specifications
would almost be impossible. It was suggested that Appalachian Engineers
be contacted to assist with this matter.
'
Mayor Gibson stated that the bids for the Sanitary Sewer
Improvements were received. Gibson stated that the bids were over the
estimate and the Sanitary Board would like to meet with members
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of Council in an informal meeting Thursday, May 22, at 7:00 P.M.
SWAMP BETWEEN FIRST AVENUE AND HILLSIDE DRIVE: City Attorney
Armada stated that he had talked with Mr. Sattes about this problem
and he stated that at one time he had tryed to fill in this swamp.
Mr. Sattes stated that he would do anything he could to help but
unfortunately he would not finance the project. Armada stated that
maybe fly ash could be dumped into the swamp. Mr. Armada agreed
to attempt to get written permission from Mr. Sattes to permit
dumping on this property.
KANAWHA VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY REPORT:
Councilman at Large Allen gave a report on the purpose and history
of the Authority. Councilman at Large Allen stated that Nitro could
have a member on the board for $500.00 which would be rebated for
attending the meetings. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion
that Nitro become a member of the board. Councilman Lilly seconded
the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous. Councilman Hill
stated that he would like to see Councilman Hart to attend the
meetings. Councilman Hart stated that he would try to attend the
meetings for awhile.
DWELLING AT 205 DUPONT AVENUE: Mayor Gibson stated that he would
attempt to have a report for the next meeting because the State
Fire Marshall and State Sanitary Board was checking out this matter.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Gary Johnson thanking the
members of Council for excellent planning in the flood insurance
program.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Jay Robert Hunter who stated
that he is authorizing the sell of flood insurance for the citizens
of Nitro,April 21, 1975.
Mayor Gibson read a letter of thanks from Mr. Sam Lee, Principal
of Nitro Junior High for the fine work the city workers did in
picking up trash and pulling up fence posts, part of the work being
done while not on the City Payroll.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from L.R. Craft of the Nitro Police
Department recommending James Coins to permanent status.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Community Development System.
The letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Romine of the Nitro Post Office
requesting the renumbering of the first block of Washington Street.
The letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
• CITY RECORDER TQM MELTON: City Recorder Melton read a letter
from the State Tax Department. The letter is attached hereto and
made a part hereof.
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt stated that he
had received a letter of appreciation from John P. Connell of the
South Charleston Fire Department for the help they received from
the Nitro Fire Department in the recent South Charleston housing
development fire. Councilman Casebolt asked about the hole behind
the alley of Main Avenue and Washington Street and when it was
going to be filled. Mayor Gibson stated that the weather had been
bad and the city hasn't had a chance to fill in the hole. Gene
Williams stated that there was one drain on private property. It
was suggested that this problem area be looked at again before
repairs be made.

RAPID
REAL
ESTATE
RESULTS

f

Estill &

212 ROANE ST.
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 25302
(304) 3434411

\jrX*G6XlJ.GQ REALTORS
April 18, 1975

806 CROSS IANES OR.
NITRO, W. VA. 25143

(304) 77*4B92

WIWIEID INTERCHANOI
RT. 34 - BOX 41*1
HURRICANE, W. VA. 2552*
(304) 75543M
1034 BRIDGE RO.
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 25314
(304) 3434B31

Mr. David Hart
City Councilman
210 Brookhaven Drive
Nitro, West Virginia

610* "V STRUT
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W. VA. 25303
(304) 744.9445

Dear Mr. Hart:
Pursuant to our conversation regarding further
development in the Brookhaven Subdivision, and in consideration of the City approving the subdivision of 91
additional lots, in addition to our agreement to pay
$750.00 per lot toward the improvement of the storm drain
system, let me assure you on the following point.
You and I are in agreement that, in those cases
where we are unable to feed the captured water into the
storm drain system, we will construct an adequate sump pit
system to accommodate and retard the run off water. Of
course, we are referring particularly to those houses which
are located below street grade. The ones above street
grade will present no problem in introducing the captured
water into the system. We will place this requirement on
any building on these lots and acquaint all of the contractors
with this agreement.
We appreciate your consideration in this matter.
Very truly,

Paul Greenlee
President

P&:g

- *
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THIS AGREEMENT, Made and entered into this

day of

, 1975, by and between THE CITY OP NITRO, a
municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Vest Virginia,
party of the first part, and ESTILL & GREENLEE, INC., a West
Virginia corporation, party of the second part,
WHEREAS, the party of the second part owns certain
acreage located in the city limits of the party of the first
part; and
WHEREAS, the party of the second part desires approval
of two maps, the first entitled "Brookhaven'Subdivision Section
#14 Lots 1 through 34 xxx," prepared by D. K. Carr, R.P.C.E.,
dated August 21, 1972, subdividing part of its acreage into
thirty-four (34) lots, and the second is entitled "Brookhaven
Subdivision Section #15 - Lots'V- to !37~inclU8ive xxx,-" prepared
by D. K. Carr, R.P.C.E., dated January 1, 1973, subdividing part
of its acreage into fifty-seven (57) lots; and
WHEREAS, said ninety-one (91) lots as proposed to be
subdivided comply in all respects with all ordinances and subdivision rules and regulations of the party of the first part;
and
WHEREAS, the existing surface water drainage system
serving lands that adjoin said ninety-one (91) lots is deemed
by the party of the first part to be overtaxed, and as a
consequence thereof, the party of the first part will not
approve the subdivision of said ninety-one (91) lots unless

the party of the second part makes provision for the party
of the first part to receive the sum of Sixty-Eight Thousand
Two Hundred Fifty Dollars (S68.250.00) toward the improvement
of said surface water drainage system.
NOW, THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH: That for
and in consideration of the premises and in the further consideration of the party of the second part's agreement to
impose as a covenant running with the land that the owner of
each of said ninety-one (Q1) lots, as a one time only charge,
wilj. °n application to the party of the first part for a building
permit to construct a dwelling house and accessory structures on
said lot tender the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars
($750.00) which sum shall be retained by the party of the first
part when it issues said requested building permit on the terms
and conditions hereinafter set forth;
(1) That the party of the first part hereby approves
the subdivision of the aforesaid ninety-one (91) lots and will
immediately cause its approval to be properly entered on said
two maps showing said ninety-one (91) lots in recordable form
so that the party of the second part can file said maps in the
office of the Clerk of the County Court of Kanawha County, West
Virginia, in compliance with all applicable laws.
, (2) That the party of the first part will issue all
building permits requested by the party of the second part, its
successors and assigns, for the construction of dwelling houses

?•

-s-

** •'^f*
and accessory structures on said ninety-one (91) lots, provided all proposed construction complies with the zoning
ordinances of the City of Nitro as now exist.

Such permits

will be issued within five (5) days from the date of the
request.
(3) That all monies received by the party of the
first part from the covenant to pay to it the sum of Seven
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($750.00) on the issuance of the
building permit to construct a dwelling house and accessory
structures on each of said ninety-one (91) lots will be held
by the party of the first part as a trust fund in that it will
not be used for any purpose other than improving the surface
water drainage system serving and lying within the subdivision
known as Brookhaven.
(4) That if the party of the first part does not,
for any reason other than failure to comply with the zoning
ordinances of the City of Nitro as now exist, issue to the
party of the second part, its successors and assigns, building
permits to construct dwelling houses and accessory structures
on each of said ninety-one (91) lots, it will return to the party
of the second part, its successors and assigns, said Seven
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($750.00) tendered with the building
permit request.
(5) It is understood- and agreed that upon payment of
the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars($750.00) for each

of said ninety-one (91) lots, that each such lot shall be free
of said covenant and all future building permits sought for
such lot shall be issued without payment of any sum pursuant
to the terms of this Agreement and said covenant running with
the land. Further, the issuance of a building permit for each
such lot shall be conclusive evidence that said covenant has
been complied with and be tantamount to a release of said lot
from said covenant.
This Agreement is binding on the parties hereto and
their employees, successors and assigns.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The City of Nitro, a municipal
corporation, has caused its name to be signed and its seal to
be affixed hereto by its duly authorized officer, and Estill &
Greenlee, Inc., a West Virginia corporation, haa caused its
corporate name to be signed and its corporate seal to be affixed
hereto by its duly authorized officer, the month, day and year
first above sritten.
THE CITY OF NITRO,

a municipal corporation
(Seal)

By

Tts Mayor
ESTILL & GREENLEE, INC.,
a West Virginia corporation
(Seal)

By,

Its President

- 4-
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY: Councilman at Large Priddy
asked City Recorder Melton if the City had received any word on the
year end audit. City Recorder stated that the City had not received
word as of yet.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Allen
stated that the Kanawha County Vector Control Program is now in
operation. Councilman at Large Allen stated that it costs the City
about $1,500.00 a year to have the bug truck spray in our area.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that 21st Street should be patrolled
more by our Police Department since there is alot of traffic going
up the highway to Ridenour Memorial Park.
City Attorney Armada stated that due to recent Supreme Court
*
rulings he thought that council should look into a blanket coverage
of liability insurance for the City. Councilman at Large Allen
stated that the City has an Insurance Committee that can handle
this matter.
COUNCILMAN DAVID HART: Councilman Hart stated that in the survey
that Appalachian Engineers made in the Brookhaven area they indicated
that in several instantances there has been drainage pipes put in
the creek to extend yards. Councilman Hart stated that at 113
Brookhaven Drive there is 80ft. of 30in. casing to be removed from
a woman's yard. Councilman Hart stated that this piping is the
City's for the asking. Mr. Armada agreed to prepare a rough draft
granting permission to remove some of the pipe. Councilman Hart
stated that he has an Agreement from Estill & Greenlee Realtors
and that all the councilmen have a copy of the Agreement. The
Agreement is attached hereto and made a part hereof. This financing
Agreement should help to correct the storm drain problem in this
area. City Attorney stated that the wording on the Agreement should
be changed some in different places. Councilman Hart made a motion
that council accept this Agreement with minor changes made by Mr.
Armada in the wording. Councilman at Large Priddy seconded the
motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson complimented Gene Williams and crew for the good
work they had done considering that the garbage trucks were damaged
in the break-in at the sewage plant Saturday night. Mayor Gibson
gave a small report.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: Councilman Paul Hill stated that on Main
Avenue near St. Albans Bridge, Stadlers Greenhouse wants to know
who owns the alley behind him and stated that he is having water
problems. Mayor Gibson stated that alot of research had been done
about this matter and that he has found that there is an unimproved
street parallel with the Rail Road Crossing on the side next to
the hillside. Councilman Hill stated that the Library needs new
doors and that they would cost about $250.00 to put them in.
*•
Councilman Hill stated that more remodeling is needed but that he
A
recommends that the new doors be purchased now. The recommendation
j
was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen. The vote of approval was
^
unanimous.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: Councilman Lilly asked if the trailer
on Kanawha Avenue South had been moved yet? Mayor Gibson stated that
action had been taken against the owner and that they were due to
appear in Court this coming Thursday night.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: NO NEW BUSINESS

Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The
vote passed.

Mayor

I

City Recorder

I

I
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PAGE TWELVE

LEGAL ADVERTi:
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
CITY OF NITRO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
SEWAGE SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION AND REVISED RATES
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, at a regular meeting held on
December 18, 1973, that notice be given to all subscribers and users of the Sanitary System of the City of
Nitro of a public meeting to be held on January 15, 1974, at 7:00 o'clock in the p.m. at the Council Room of
the City as required by Chapter 8, Article 8, Section 3 of the Code of West Virginia of 1931, as last
amended, by publication as therein specified.
(Signed) Wm. D. Gibson, Mayor
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE
DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND
THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT
SANITARY SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO AND SEWER SYSTEMS EXTENSIONS FOR 40th
STREET AND RIVERDELL ACRES, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICES RENDERED
BY THE SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM.
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro.Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, presently own a sanitary
sewage system and proposes to acquire and construct a secondary treatment sanitary sewage system
supplying sewer system in and to the City of Nitro and surrounding territory, and sewer system extensions
for 40th Street and Riverdell Acres; and
WHEREAS, the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources has cited the City of Nitro, which citation
required the said City to cease and desist from polluting the Great Kanawha River with the sewage from
said City, and to construct a secondary sanitary sewage system; and
WHEREAS, the compliance with the citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources
required the construction and acquisition of.a secondary sanitary sewage system in the City of Nitro; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, in order to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the people of the City
and to comply with the citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources aforesaid, deems it
advisable to construct and acquire a secondary sanitary sewage system and extensions of the existing
system for residents of 40th Street and Riverdell Acres; and
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of the acquisition and construction of a secondary sanitary sewage system
and extensions according to estimates prepared by Robert Y. Hayne, of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
Consulting Engineers is approximately $1,275,000.00; and
WHEREAS, the City does not have available funds for the construction and acquisition of the addition to its
present sanitary sewage system as required by the citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural j
Resources; and
f
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro does not have funds within the sources now available to it to pay the costs of
administration, management, operation, maintenance, acquisition, enlargement, and replacement of the f
present sanitary sewage system, and the intercepting sewer lines, pumping stations, treatment works and L
appurtenances, and
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to impose rates and charges for the use of the services afforded by •
the proposed secondary sanitary sewage system to obtain such funds; and
I
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency of the United States of America as authorized to grant
the City of Nitro through the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources the amount of $950,000.00 or
seventy five (75 ) per cent of the cost of the project, and which grant requires the said City to demonstrate
to the Environmental Protection Agency of United States of America, its ability to pay the remaining cost of
said project; and
WHEREAS, it is the obligation of the producers of sewage and industrial waste to supply such revenue to
the City in an equitable manner and in proportion to the service rendered to the benefits derived; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, is authorized under the authority of Chapter 8, Article 8, of the West Virginia
Code of 1931, as lost amended, to fix, establish, and maintain, by ordinance, just and equitable rates or
charges for the use of the services and facilities to be rendered upon completion of any works and system
necessary to comply with any citation issued by the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, after proper investigation has determined that the rates
and standards for the use of the secondary sanitary sewage system and the computation of rates to be
charged therefor as fixed by this ordinance are reasonable, necessary and proper for the work required to
be done by the citation of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources aforesaid, and have
petitioned the City Council of the City of Nitro, to enact this ordinance establishing such rates and
standards; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro has previously enacted an Ordinance providing for rates
and standards for the use of the existing sanitary sewage system; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM
COUNTIES, that the certain Ordinances previously enacted by the City Council of the City of Nitro, entitled,
"AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF
A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL
WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE
OF THE SERVICE RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM" is Amended, to reflect the following new rates for
the construction, acquisition, operation and maintenance of a secondary sanitary sewage sytem, but in all
other regulations and such ordinances shall remain in full force and effect unless otherwise Amended by
this Ordinance.

DIVISION 1 - Amending Division 5 SEWER SERVICE SCHEDULE OF RATES:
1 . There is hereby levied and assessed against all owners, tenants, or occupants of each and every lot or
parcel of real estate or building having any active connection with the public sanitary sewage system or
otherwise discharging sewage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or indirectly into
said system or any port thereof, a service charge payable as hereinafter provided for and in the amount
hereinafter provided.
2. The service charge for any owner, tenant, or occupant of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or
building situated within or outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro having any connection with the
City's public sanitary sewerage system and discharging sewer, industrial wastes, water or other liquids
into said system, shall be as follows:

Applicable within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
AVAILABLILITY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATE (Based upon the metered amount of water supplied.)
2,000 gallons used per month
First
3,000 gallons used per month
Next
25,000 gallons used per month
Next
70,000 gallons used per month
Next
100,000 gallons used per month
Next
200,000 gallons used per month
All over
MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE

$1.38 per thousand gallons
$1.17 per thousand gallons
.98 per thousand gallons
.85 per thousand gallons
.69 per thousand gallons
.53 per thousand gallons
$5.10

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full within ten (10) days of the date of the bill, ten
percent (10 ) will be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower
charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY
On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy buildings, each family or business unit shall be
required to pay not less than the minimum monthly charge herein established. Motels and hotels shall pay
according to the metered amount of water used.
TRAILER (MOBILE HOME) COURTS
For house trailer courts served by one or more master water meters, no bill shall be rendered for less than
the following:
Four Dollars and eight cents ($4.08) per month multiplied by the number of units situated on the court site
at the time the water meter or meters are read, or the sewer bill based on the water used during the
month, whichever is higher.
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites other than a park or court.shall be billed in the
same manner as any other family or business unit and, if applicable, subject to the multiple occupancy
provision of this rate schedule.
SCHEDULE NO. 2
Applicable outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
. AVAILABILITIY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATES (Based on the metered amount of water supplied.)
2,000 gallons used per month
First
3,000 gallons used per month
Next
25,000 gallons used per month
Next
70,000 gallons used per month
Next
100,000 gallons used per month
Next
200,000 gallons used per month
All over
MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE

$1.73 per thousand gallons
$1.45 per thousand gallons
$1.23 per thousand gallons
1.06 per thousand gallons
.86 per thousand gallons
.67 per thousand gallons

'

$6.35

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full within ten (10) days of the date of the bill, ten
percent (10 ) will be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower
charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY*
On appartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy buildings, each family or business unit shall be
required to pay not less than the minimum monthly charge herein established. Motels and hotels shall pay
according to the metered amount of water used.
-._

.

200,000 gallons used per month
All over
MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE

.53 per thousand gallons
$5.10

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full within ten (10) days of the date of the bill, ten
percent (10 ) will be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower
charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY
On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy buildings, each family or business unit shall be
required to pay not less than the minimum monthly charge herein established. Motels and hotels shall pay
according to the metered amount of water used.
TRAILER (MOBILE HOME) COURTS
for house trailer courts served by one or more master water meters, no bill shall be rendered for less than
the following:
Four Dollars and eight cents ($4.08) per month multiplied by the number of units situated on the court site
at the time the water meter or meters are read, or the sewer bill based on the water used during the
month, whichever is higher.
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites other than a park or court.shall be billed in the
same manner as any other family or business unit and, if applicable, subject to the multiple occupancy
provision of this rate schedule.
SCHEDULE NO. 2
Applicable outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
• AVA1LABILITIY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATES (Based on the metered amount of water supplied.)
2,000 gallons used per
First
3,000 gallons used per
Next
25,000 gallons used per
Next
70,000 gallons used per
Next
100,000
gallons used per
Next
200,000 gallons used per
All over
MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE

,

month
month
month
month
month
month

$1.73 per thousand gallons
$1.45 per thousand gallons
$1.23 per thousand gallons
1.06 per thousand gallons
.86 per thousand gallons
.67 per thousand gallons
$6.35
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DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY
IV
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full within ten (10) days of the date of the bill, ten
percent (10 ) will be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower
charges.
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MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY'
On appartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy buildings, each family or business unit shall be
required to pay not less than the minimum monthly charge herein established. Motels and hotels shall pay
according to the metered amount of water used.
uodn
Apms
TRAILER (MOBILE HOME) COURTS
i|noqs
LHoa.it
For house trailers courts served by one or more master water meters, no bill shall be rendered for less
than the following:
oa 15
Five Dollars and ten cents ($5.10) per month multiplied by the number of units situated on the court site
at the time the water meter or meters are read, or the sewer bill based on the water used during the I0||0p
month, whichever is higher.
Da o$
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites other than a park or court shall be billed in the
same manner as any other family or business unit and, if applicable, subject to the multiple occupancy
provision of this rate schedule.

ibe i.a
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tbeog

SCHEDULE NO. 3
ibe (
INDUSTRIAL SERVICE
The charge for the treatment of industrial waste will be calculated on the basis of the following formula:
Ci equals VoVi plus BoBi plus SoSi
Ci equals charge to industrial users per year.
Vo equals average unit cost of transport and treatment chargeable to volume, in dollars per gallon.

Kemawha Valley LEADER

SEMENT

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

Vi equals Volume of waste water from industrial users, in gallons per year.
Bo equals average unit of cost of treatment, chargeable to Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), in dollars
per pound.
Bi equals weight of BOD from industrial users, in pounds per year.
50 equals average unit cost of treatment (including sludge treatment) chargeable to total solids, in
dollars per pound.
51 equals weight of total solids from industrial users, in pounds per year.
When an industrial user is to be served, o preliminary study of its waste, and the cost of transport and
treatment thereof, wilt be made. Waste containing materials which, in the judgment of the Sanitary Board,
should not be introduced into the sewer system need not be handled by it. The results of this preliminary
study will be used to determine the feasibility of the proposed sewer service and the charge thereof, based
upon the formula set out above.
Thereafter, industrial sewage will be monitored on a regular basts and at the conclusion of each fiscal
year, based on the investigation aforesaid and audit of Sanitary Board records, new costs figures will be
calculated for use in the above formula. The cost of establishing the monitoring facilities shall be paid by
the industrial user. Based on these audited figures, additional billings covering the past fiscal year will be
made for payment by each industrial user, or refund given by the Sanitary Board, as the case may be. Such
audited figures will be used for the preliminary billing for the next fiscal year, at the end of which an
adjustment will be made as aforesaid.
SCHEDULE NO. 5
PROPOSED RATES
APPLICABLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF NITRO.
Where the amount of sanitary sewage discharged into the Nitro waste treatment system by certain
industrial plant or plants cannot be accurately determined by the use of the plant's water meter or
meters, a special formula will be used whereby such plant or plants will pay to the Sanitary Board of the
City of Nitro a sewer charge calculated at forty (40) gallons of water per each employee at the plant each
working day.
SCHEDUIE NO. 6
Applicable inside and outside the Corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
SERVICE CONNECTION FEE
1 . Service Connection Inspection Fee .....

$25.00

To apply where the service connection is in place ready for the owner to connect generally at the
property line.
This explanation is not part of the rate schedule - The purpose of this fee is two-fold, (a) To require
registration at the Sanitary Board office of all new users and (b) to be sure that the connection is made
in a workmanlike manner thus eliminating a potential maintenance problem.
2. Service Connection Fee -

$150.00

To apply where an opening must be made in the Sanitary Board's collector sewer and service line laid
from such opening (tap) to owner's property line.
This explanation is not part of the rate schedule - Sewer connection or tap permits will be issued to
applicants in above situation if the sewer service is availbale to said applicants property lines.
DIVISION 2 - AMENDING DIVISION 11 - EFFECTIVE DATE —
This Ordinance shall become effective immediately after the public hearing required by Chapter 8, Article
8, Section 3, of the West Virginia Code of 1931, as last amended, and approval of and in compliance with
the requirements of the Public Service Commission of the State of West Virgina.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
June 18, 1974
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on June 18, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Those present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas
Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill and Councilman Dewey Mann.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Invocation was given by the Reverend James Horton of the First
Baptist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR JUNE 4, 1974: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review
them. Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of the Finance Committee,
asked that a correction be made in the June 4, 1974, minutes. The
"Financial Report for May" should be corrected to read as follows:
Cash Balance April 30, 1974
(Includes $10,000.00 savings)

19,413.83

Cash Receipts for May

52,854.12
72,267.95

Disbursements

42,978.41

Cash Balance on hand May 31, 1974

$ 29,289.54

He explained that this does not change the May Financial Statement,
which is correct, but merely changes the verbal report given at the
first meeting. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the
minutes be approved as corrected. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by unanimous
vote.
APPROVAL OF MAY FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance Committee"offered as an explanation that
the "Cash Balance" of $38,171.82 is made up of $19,413.83 cash and
$18,757.99 in outstanding checks. Then after receipts and disbursements for the month, the cash balance as of May 31, 1974, is
$29,289.54 Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion that
the financial statement be approved. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded
the motion. All present voted in favor.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING LONGEVITY PAY, VACATION
PAY, E T C . : M r . T o m Melton,City Recorder,explained that Mr~Frank
Armada,CTty Attorney, had prepared two ordinances, one to cover

i

longevity pay and one to cover vacation pay. The title of the
first ordinance is: "An Ordinance Amending Sections (A) (B) and
(C) of Ordinance 148, contained in Ordinance Book 2, at Page 235,
Pertaining to Vacation Pay and Enacting a New Section (D) Pertaining
to Paid Holidays." Councilman Dewey Mann, Chairman of the
Ordinance Committee, made a motion that this ordinance be approved
as read. Councilman Vernon Casebolt seconded the motion. All
councilmen voted in favor.
The title of the second ordinance is: "An Ordinance Amending
Sections 1 through 4 of Ordinance 100 Contained in Ordinance
Book 2, at Page 85, Pertaining to Longevity Pay of City Employees."
Councilman Dewey Mann made a motion that this ordinance also be
passed as read. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded the motion. All
councilmen voted in favor.
Copies of these ordinances are made a part hereof and attached
hereto.
OPENING OF BIDS FOR WEED CUTTING EQUIPMENT: Councilman Dewey
Mann opened and read the bid from the Logan Corporation which
quoted a price of $7,631.57, Net 30 days, F.O.B. Factory, shipping
date - 180 days. Councilman Vernon Casebolt opened and read the
bid from Interstate Equipment Sales, Inc., Winfield, West Virginia,
which quoted a price of $6,743.00, Net 30 days, delivery date 3 days. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that we accept
the low bid from Interstate Equipment Sales, Inc. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist. All present voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson presented Council with an itemized work sheet
of the planned expenditures of the Revenue Sharing for the Fifth
Entitlement Period which is July 1, 1974, through June 30, 1975.
He recommended that this Planned Use Report be approved. Councilman Dewey Mann moved that this be approved. Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the motion. AlJL_jDresent voted in favor .
Copies of this work sheet, showing the following figures, are
attached hereto and made a part hereof.

One Police Cruiser

4,000.00

Police Department - Remodeling
One Policeman
employees for weed^cxitting plus_-

3,000.00
8,000.00

24,000.00
Michie Company
/5'nnn'nn
Recreation
47'0°2'22
Fire Department, including fire hose
20,000.00
Street repairs
^'noo'oo
Storm Drain
ic'XXn nn
Back Hoe on rubber tires
15,000.00
Public Safety (miscellaneous
11,882.00
Total
$ 151,082.00
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
APRIL 2,
1974

\

The regular meeting; of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers April 2, 1974. Tliose present were: William D. Gibson, Mayor; Tom
Melton, City Recorder; Councilman at large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Councilm-'in at 1,-irge Hugo Tidquist:, Councilman Vemon Casebolt,
Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilnvin Thomas Lilly and Mr. Frank Armada, Nitro
City Attorney. Councilman Paul H i l l was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.

T
I
i

APPROVAL OF MARCH 19, 1974, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman at Large
Dr. R.V. Allen made a motion that the Minutes be approved. Councilman Lilly
seconded. All Council voted in favor.
MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT: Councilman Thomas Lilly, Chairman of Finance Committee
reported that the balance at the close of February business was $20,531.65.
Proceedes through the month of March $24.027.81, making a total of $44,559.46.
Expend:tures for the month of March $il,6M.92, making a cash balance at the close
of business the last d-iy of March $1? .8%. V».--

,.
,/*•*

CatlMTY_SCjTOL'S RIOQ1!EST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Chairman of the Finance OoTiinittcc, stated that the Finance Committee would like to
have the opportunity to meet with sonic of the members who are now operating the
Community School Program. He went on to say that he understood the majority
of the members nave been replaced since the last meeting with the Finance Committee.
He recommended that again the officals of the Community School meet with the Nitro
Citv Council Finance Gwnittee and discuss the financial situation.
**"• B^ett Burgess, Legal
Representative for K.inavha Cable TeTevIsion presented to Council a proposed
..nnendment to the franchise' 'hat was enacted in 1965. Mr. Burgess gave a copy to
Mr. Melton, City Recorder /mil to the City Attorney, Mr. Armada. He stated that the
proposed amendment was in one area only and it was to raise the subscription fee
from $5.00 to $6.25 per single family unit, for an additional outlet in a single
family unit per rate of $1.00 to $2.00. The franchise section that is being amended
is Section 7 in paragraph C it presently calls for monthly charges for domestic
services for the first outlet in a single family residence, each additional outlet
being SI.00, the proposed change would only change the $1.00 amount. He went on to
say that under Section 9 of the franchise that was established for the Company to
pay the City of Nitro 27, of gross income received for less than twelve hundred
subscribers or 3% from twelve- hundred to twenty five hundred subscribers. Mr. Don
Patton, Manager of Kanawha Cable Television stated there are eight hundred and
forty two subscribers in the City of Nitro and they expected to have one thousand
to one thousand and seventv five subscribers this year, he added that the fee to
the City of Nitro is now one thousand dollars but with the new rate the fee should
go up between one thousand three hundred dollars and one thousand three hundred and
fifty dollars. Councilman Tally asked about the Riverdale Acres area. Mr. Burgess
replied that the problem had been getting the poles in that area. He added that
the Appalachian Power Company had advised them that the power poles may have to be
moved "or additional road widening, however, he went on to say, regardless of
of whether or not the Appalachian Power Company moves their poles Kanawha Cable
Television anticipates going into that area this sunnier. Mr. Burgess stated that
the Company has started movies to offset die rate increase and to attract new
subscribers as well as keen the present subscribers. He requested the first reading
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be held at the present Council Meeting and any additional information the Council or Finance ConnLttee might desire could be available between how and the second
reading of the ordinance. He also stated that the Company would stand the cost
for legal advertisement. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen asked Mr. Burgess
if the F.C.C. had any control over the Company. Mr. Burgess answered yes, but
that this was an area where a franchise can be changed without F.C.C. approval.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also asked if the Public Service Commission
had any control over the company. Mr. Burgess answered no, they do not have.
Mayor Gibson asked how far info the Riverdale Acres area the Kanawha Cable
Television went. Mr. !'at (.on an:, -we red that i t was this side of the W.M.U.L. Studio.
Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that the City of Nitro would stand the cost
for legal advertisement. Councilman Lilly made a motion that the Council approve
the first reading of the ordinance. Councilman Priddy seconded. All Council
voted in favor.
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the ordinance as follows:
An ordinance to amend an ordinance granting Kanawha Cable T°levision
Company a franchise to erect and operate a system of distributing and
relaying signals by means of wire cable, or other like connections in,
through, under, over and from the streets, alleys, public ground and
public places to receiving sets of subscribers to its service in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, enacted January 19, 1965 to increase
the monthly charg.es for domestic services.
BIDS FOR FIRE HOSK: Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Committee reported to C-ouncil that, at the last meeting Council approved
specifications for bids on fire hose which was 1500 feet 2% inch and 600
feet 1-i inch. He stated that the Insurance Rating Bureau recommended that
750 feet 2\h anil 750 feet 3 inch hose be used for the new fire truck.
Councilman Cxisebolt made a motion to accept bids for 750 feet 2% inch and 750
feet 3 inch fire hose for (lie new fire truck Councilman Lilly seconded. All
Coijncil voted in favor.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR A WJL Tr^WM^J^CK_:_ Councibnan at Large Dr. Allen nrde
a motion for the approvaT to advertise for bids for a one ton dump truck and
request1 that bids be returned within thirty days. Councilman Lilly seconded.
All Council voted in favor. Councilman at Large Keith Priddy asked if this would
replace the ones we current ly have up for bids. Mayor Gibson answered no and
asked Mr. Melton if he had sent a legal advertisement in concerning the old
vehicles the City has for sale. Mr. Melton answered yes he had given each
Council Member a copy of that advertisement. Councilman Lilly asked if this
350 V-8 engine would be adequate for this type of vehicle. Mr. Williams,
Street Superintendent answered yes.
Mayor Gibson presented to Coucni 1 the Western Landfill Agreement signed
June 15, 1972, by his predecessor the former Mayor W.W. Alexander. The agreement was also signed by Mi-. Avri 1 Ramsey, former Mayor of St. Albans and by
former Mayor Dana Thumm of Dunbar. Councilman Lilly referred to paragraph 2
of the agreement which read as follows: RDA hereby recognizes the Mayors of
the Municipalities as an Advisory Board to establish operational and management policy, set the amount of service fees, and to function in a general
overseership capacity for the landfill; such policies shall be set forth in
writing from time to time. Councilman Lilly asked if any of this had taken
place. Mayor Gibson answered that of recently this has taken place. He
also mentioned that even though lie had looked for the agreement several
times it was only about three weeks ago that he located it.

Mayor Gibson reported to Council that recently a test was given by the
Policemen Civil Service Commission and twenty nine policemen made application.
He asked Council to consider continuing with the eleven policemen for the next
fiscal year and the policemen be paid out of Revenue Sharing funds. Councilman
Lilly made a motion that, the aforementioned be approved. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded. All Council voted in favor.
Councilman Dewey Mann, Councilman Themis Lilly and Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist had no new business to report.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt reported that a few months ago City Council
advertised for bids for a one ton cab <-ind chassis for an Emergency Fire Truck
and that Childers Chevrolet, Inc. were low bidders. The truck came in without
the power pack and color specified e:>n the specification sheet, he added that
they wanted $289.00 more for the power package and they could not do the paint
job on the cab of the truck. Councilman Lilly suggested to Council that the
truck be painted elsewhere for approximately $120.00, if the next lowest bid
was $600.00 higher. However, Chi iders will probably decide to meet the specifications.
Councilman Casebolt ask Mr. Melton if he had received any information pertaining to Ivy Street Engineering,. Mr. Melton stated that he received the information
that morning and after going through the past Council Meeting Minutes he found
the name of the Engineer, Mr. Jess Gandee, and although he did not talk to Mr.
Gandee he had talked to Mr. Robert Anderson the present City Engineer who had
been in touch with Mr. Gandee. Mr. Melton stated that in the Minute Book 1967
it shows a figure of $18.40 a foot. After talking to Mr. Gandee, Mr. Anderson
said the figures ir October, 1969 were $16.15 a foot. Total cost of the project
$21,873.00 with $1,354.98 ;\t accessible, this included four drop inlets and
two manholes, 70 feet of ten inch pipe was used for drainage of the water from
Ivy Street to the river. This also included a rock base and black-top twenty
feet wide with a curb, 'Hie figures are out dafeel anel the price since 1%9 has
increased from S16.15 to :X'';.00 or $30.00 per loot...
Councilman Casebolt ntntioned he had been called to the Smith Street Landfill three times since last. Council Meeting, he had heard that there was plenty
of dirt available at. Tvler Mountain, however, the only problem was hauling the
dirt. He went on to say the situation at the landfill was a health hazard and
he wondered if perhaps a few loads of trash, not garbage, could be used to fill
and then covered with dirt. Mr. Williams, Street Stjperintendent, said only
dirt could be used. Councilman Casebolt asked Mr. Williams if dirt were hauled
in would the storm drains have to be dug up. Mi-. Williams answered that there
would have to be a drain put in from the Smith Street end and over. Mayor Gibson
asked Mr. Williams if he had anything further to report. Mr. Williams said he
had made arrangements to have the enelloader moved to the Smith Street Landfill
that day. Mayor Gibson reminded Council that the Low-Boy had been stolen some
time ago, he asked Mr. Williams if he had yet made arrangements with Mr. H.M.
Christian for the Citv to borrow his. Mr. Williams said he had contacted Mr.
Christian and he had agreed to let the City torrow this piece of equiptment.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy had no new business.
Councilman at Large Or. Allen made a motion the meeting be adjourned. Councilman
Casebolt seconded. All (buncil voted in favor.
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were mailed to recipient governments prior tc July 1, 1973, but were ex- what expenditures were mad* and
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July 1, 1f73 and Juna SO, 1t74. This before Fifth Entitlement Period monies since this will cause delay. This year's
amount it preprinted on the top sec- can be released, since this form con- AUR has a post card attached to tha
tion of the report The amount does tains certifications by the chief execu- form. When tha report is received at
not ir elude the final payment for the tive officer that revenue sharing funds ORS, we will mail this post card back
Fourth EntHtemarit Period which was have beer, spent only in priority areas to the government as an acknowledgeand have not been used in violation of ment of receipt.
Issued after the close of the fiscal year
(July 5, 1i74). Howeyer, it does in- the matching fund provision (Block E).
To make the report moro responsive
clude the final payment for the Third
Down the Hatch
Entitlement Period which was made on to the needs of local citizens, an exA recent Statement of CongresJuly 9, 1873. Governments must then planatory statement has been added
to the top of this form. In addition, the sional Intent clearly stipulataa that i'
enter on line 3 the amount of interest
earned from tevenue sharing funds AUR now has a space in which the was not the intention of Congress
and credited to the trust fund between government must state where records make the Hatch Act applicable to st/
Ju»y 1, 1973 and June 30. 1874. The documenting the contents of tho re- and local government employe
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or in part with genera! rr
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18^
'-cal g< •> n-n«^;; ;^~ < . •
I w :>te or r par* wiu- federa! urds)
om parlicip aing in cortam types of
oil* :al acK ty. Tl-.e Office r Revnue Sharing has >naintatnea that the
latch Act was not applicable to local
ovemment employees paid with revnue sharing funds, while the Civil
torvice Commitsion has contended
feat the Hatch Act is applicable to
Meh employees. Th« matter is now
•tore the Office of Legal Counsel of
ha Justice Department for final deterMnetion.
The Statement of Congressional Inwrt was issued by ranking members
if the Senate Committee on Finance
tnd the House Committee on Ways
ind Means as a response to the Civil
Bervira Commission's position that
the Hatch Act was applicable to state
and local officials paid wit' genera'
revere sharing fu^ds It emphasizes
the fact that peneral revenue sharing
was a naw concept >n federal fiscal
programs which sought to avoid »he
-eompiwwty a1"** -restrictions ;.,' pr«v
ous federal urant prop,rams. For ttvs
rear ->n the State and Local Ciscai
As? 'tgnf? Act o' "972 SDCC;< '" "y
appncanle c niy two ! -dei . - o laws: anti-discrimination and
Davis-Bacon wage provisions. Although federal criminal laws are applicable, t was not the intent of Congress to have any other federal program laws apply to the recipients' use
of revenue sharing funds.

cannot spend <-ev-

partic

Another case occurred in Ind arm

-:; n that "'" 1

. ..;»d :• •• pc

•

nue sha"*.n fun- .,
expend rh> ov n
b.r not 'T i--:
revn^a
w;;
•ific cas-'S \i
rutvft r,n ie »O
attention o the
Sharing a^ re ent
Office o' Reven
laws passed in Illinois and Ind ana.
The Miinois law, passed by the 1973
Generr Assembly, authorizes townships t > spend revenue sharing funds
in any of the priority expenditure
categories set forth In the revenue
sharing act. However, the statute does
not grant a township additional authority to spend the township's own revenues. An opinion by the Chief Counsel o! the ORS states that any unit of
local government expanding federal
revenue sharing funds for purposes
for wt tch it Is not authorized to spend
its .r*n fur^s would not b« in '?OIT>plianrp with ibf revenue sharing law
T TltS'

O 5pf

of

'BO/' ate:"1 tt •>•

bo a 'a.

.!

rev-'iue-, '.•••' libraries becau ^ "he,
are ser-ea by special library dist-icts
Acjftin, the opinion of the Chief Coun
se1 indicated that tha s'tta law e x pands the power of municipal. ties ">
spnnd revenue sharing funds and r t
th« powar toaxpand H»own revenue?
While wa recognize tha irrawit of this
legislation, auch laws are ineffective
under Section 123 (t) (4) of tha Act.
Any slate latfalator or state official
who has a quaatton regarding the applicability of an existing or panding
state law to Section 123 (a) (4), ahouM
contact the Chiaf Counsel of the ORS.
The Office of Revenue Sharing wot.ld
prefer to comment on description* of
the legislation or excerpts of the questionable language rather than on de^,led bills.

I
I'

Void Where Prohibited
By State Law
In keeping with the Congressional
Intent, revenue sharing funds are conaMered a government's own revenues,
net federal grant monies. Section 123
(a) (4) of the revenue sharing legislation requires that a recipient government provide for the expenditure of
entitlement funds anty In accordance
with the laws and procedures applicaMa to the expenditure of its own revenues. If a governmental jurisdiction
cannot spend its own revenues in a

• y

^wg-'!i(,.i; 'ft« v.-jf opini- r"i «i'* "imp"j!i,nt alfigfi rpvwuo^.iafiri^'li^
, 'r«\'. Dp.<\*pii »a tcK-ijHf.lerB' fajte*'oo*. «>» «*l"jhat A it facsrVJHf &rtt
*}* '<pl|t. vftbff**1 and *'„! 4Vaiu. t?0a witfr^ pidei n&*s«iN<ift
h* ,'of>n' •** * n8*»r« th3 (^oc-ra^i 1

f

- ' * "V r

The rejgutetiona governing general
revenue sharing (Saction 51.40) stipulate that recipients muet use, obligate
or appropriate their revenue sharing
fund* wMMa 24
e.g., check* issued
for the Third Entitlement Period (January 1-Jun* JO, 1973) muet be ueed.
obligated, or appropriated by June 30,
1971 However, under the Interim reginaring fund* ieeued
year 1972 (the Fh»t and
Entmement Period*) muet be
Mid, obligated or appropriated wKMn
For government* which
received their ftret revenue sharing
cnecfc on December 12, 1972, this
money muet be used, obligated or
•iMan^imi • TafcMjl fc*kj MlMitefl^A^^V 49 4A9£
ejiiii'uui
laieu By iMMeniBv* •«» iw»*.
The pffloe of Revenue Sharing QDefates on a firtt Iq. first out accounting
procedure, Thjs rpeana |ha| if a, government received tS.OQO In revenue
aherino fuqda lor the Flfit Entitlement
fariod. we would aeeurne that the ftrat
tiJOBI tpen< or appropriated or oblifrom the trust fund would be

haa enacted an ordinance sWing that
and the costs of hiring . _
evanue sharing funds will be uaed to ante and auditors would quality aaaasl
construct a municipal building to be
Although adminlaiiatlon of an smstarted In 1975, It ha* compiled with
pian or ft
the two-year limit. Thus, a recipient
does not actually have to spend ita
revenue sharing funds within the twoyear time limit as long aa it haa obligated or appropriated the funds.
Should it be necessary, a recipient
government may be granted an extension of time by applying in writing to
the Compliance Manager, ORS, stating
the reason for the request and the
amount of time required.

FlnsincInQ
FlfMHICGs)

The revenue sharing act prohibits
the use of revenue sharing funds for
the operating expenses of general
government. However, maintenance
and operating expense! for financial
administration are allowable expenditures under the law and therefore may
be paid for with revenue sharing
funds.
_?'n.ci many govern mente_ do
distinguish general government affain
from financial functions, we wfM pro*
vide some examples of the types of
activities which typically fatt under tha
Period.
in Section 61.40 of the Regulations, heading of nMrtnsMano* ant aaarallnf
tt to tmeortant to note the terms "obli- expenees for H9nanelal administragate" and "appropriate." Many gov- tion." Operating and maintenance oxernments have) applied needlessly for pensee for departments such aa tha
an exteneion of time when they have Treasurer's Office, Finance Departformally appropriated or obligated ment, Budget Department, Tax Assesstheir revenue sharing funds. For pur- ment and Collections, would fall within
poses of this program, the term "obli- the category. Also Included as "finangated ' (encumbered) implies that a cial administration" would be manage*
wctpient haa entered into a contrac- ment of governmental debt and
tual or other legatty binding agreement adminlstrat'on of investments. Allow•ejgarding me use of the funds. When able under the law woHd be the audit
9ia recipient's tegiatative body has en- department; the cost ' independent
acted an ordinance or aiatute author- audits; evaluation studies of revenue
izing the expenditure of rovemie snar- sharing or government fiscal health;
tng fund* for • specific purpose and publications; seminars and workshop*
wNWn a specific period of time, the related to financial management, intomts ate conaldeted to have been cluding revenue sharing.
appropriated. If a government cannot
Such activities aa updating or
•eke tony term appropriations under revamping of accounting systems, inetate and local law, it must then re- cluding cos:s of management consultenact the ordinance regarding the ap- ants employed In the update, the rental
prepriaeen each year. If a recipient costs of automated accounting eya>
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me* be oh*rge* to revenue ana**
the salary at ai
•or
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owthe
taintna bank eoconnte.
financial
tkaa nMusrad to aftaMf
inga, kaap tJ» minutes and
other duties of a non-financial
In addition, expenses that
reasonably related to one of thaaa
tuncttane wader financial a«
tion may be paM with nwanue i
funda. Thus, the coat at
revenue sharing report forms would be
an eligible item. Among the tea* obwK
out items am: 1) the coats of aortal
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expense* sue* aa to
recruitment sap) traiittna. that
.specifically determined to be
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V."

•4PM Veer el Letter ftaMnge en Oenerei Ravenue
is*}: A Ptsjset has been published by the Department of
the Treasury. The publication presents a compilation of
answers to most of the legal questions which went rais -.d
by recipient governments and interested citizens during
fee period October 20,1972 to September 30, 1973.
Since many of (he questions addressed in this digest
are recuwing ones, it is hoped that recipient governments, their representatives and citizens will be able to
gee thle publication a* a reference source for questions
which mey ariee in the future. (Copies of this publication
ens eveilebte from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.
Document number T-1.2.R 32/8/972-73; $.75 per copy.)

•The iswent paeeeji ef Me Disaster Relief Act ef 1*74
(P.L. W-2W) included an amendment to Title I of the State
•nd LooeJ Fiscal Aseistance Act of 1972 (general revenue
The amendment provides that the Secretary of the
Treasury shall disregard any change in data used to determine the entitlement of a state or local government for a
period of five years, if that change is the result of a major
oleaster determined by the President under Section 301
of MM Disaster Relief Act of 1974 ana* reduces the amount
ef »» entitlement of'-that state or local government.
The amendment now appear* as Section 145 of the
and Local Piece* Aseistance Act of 1972 and was
made effective Aprtt 1, 1974. Specific procedures for
Implementing this amendment will be worked out by the
OM end the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration
of MUO, In the next Yew months.
tor the final quarter of Entitle4 were mailed July S, 1974. Over 37,000 state

i*" ,

."•'it
•j.',
*4 •

*•

end local government* wef* tho recipient* of $1
bringing the total amount of general reforms *ha<
distributed

• Fifth EntittoaMfit
recipient government* want 4v* Am* M, 1914. To
we have received 35,000 reports. Thoaa govamrnaat*
which have not submitts* their parted S PUP* about*
•o immediately. Fatlur* to *ubm»t fh* vaqufestf
could result in a determination of naneampNanaa wttt Mf
Act and a possible dotay of *Hure

• The!
mf have entered into « format »areem*nt whereby m»
New York Department of Auttt and Control wftt atatj
regularly all general revenue aharlng fund* patt to ta>
State and local government* of New Vo»*.
The audits will be performed in aeassdano* whit ila
procedures suggested by OHS In i*l "*u«tt Qutde ant
Standards for Ravenuo Sharinf
audit reports which intfioate
with the revenue sharing law and isaulaHen* wtft be *a*>
mltted to the Complianot Dn**ton of OM by the f**w
York State Comptro«er. Ill edeWon. OM§ wm be
of all governments whoa* auitt rapart* are m
ance with the law.
ORS win rety on me atsta auaHs uatee* o
against a unit of government by a eHJaan at
is determined to warrant an ln'*a*tlgaUan by the Treasury
Department. Under the eapeament, OH8 etW may t
Its own audlta on a random basis vpeti BjaamaMlon to'
State Comptroller. State, govetnmerrt*. m*MH**d la <
Ing into a similar

•I

contact the Compliance Manager,

iTt.»0«
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

October 4, 1974
Ornct or Mtvuul IHABIIM
ItOO PwmrkVANU AVCKVC. N,W,
WMM1HCTON. DC.

*OSI«

Dear Revenue Sharing Recipient:
Enclosed is your government's general revenue sharing
payment for the first quarter of Entitlement Period 5. The
Fifth Entitlement Period began on July 1, 1974 and ends
30, 1975. You should expect the other three checks
is period in January, A p r i l and July 1975.

^!i1o'ilii Lin1?, kinii
G e n e r a l revenue s h a r i n g p a y m e n t s f o r tile F i r s t and
find Entitlement Periods were m a i l e d on December 11,
* 'afV8 "Jarijaly 8, i?", r e s p e c t i ve i \
The r e g u l a t i on;
H > ^ c l . v^vern t h o s e t v ) p e r i o d s r< q u i r e t h a t t h e s h a r e d
. _ . . . ' . ^ c ^ m u s t be u s e d cj a p p r c - p r . a t e .1 o_r o b i .1 g a t e a
Ler... .....bered) v . i t h i n 24 m o n t h s ox t i t C C d 11: 01 I j i '^ ^. . ; C C K .
We w o u l d like to r e m i n d you t h a t these tine limits are
: a s'.: a r> p r o a c 1 ri n g .
k

o

s tate t h at the noney
The regulations
within two years. I
involved must be
could he spent,
ic_n or a
•en
crance
ing commitmen
*~ also be
sui ficient to satisfy the 2-year limit.
i'.ir as ,. _,ui accounting is concerned, you
need not demonstrate that the specific money
from these two entitlement periods has been
used, obligated or appropriated; you must- be
able to show that the required action has been
taken on an amount of money equal to your
payments for the first two periods.

Thus, if your government received $50ftO in its Decembt-j
1 Q ~2 payment and $4900 in its January 1973 payment, the 24
month requirement is met if your records can show that at
r least $5000 of all the shared revenae^ which you have re^ ..eived to date have been used or o b l i g a t e d or appropriated
I by December 11, 1974 and that s i m i l a r a c t i o n has been taken
I •. .1 . ; 0 t h < : f41">00 c-," , - . , . , ,,..
. . . - , > s h a r i n g v -v Januar\, io?s.

'2
Financial Data for FY74
The Bureau of the Census, which is our primary data
collector for general revenue sharing purposes, currently
is collecting adjusted tax and intergovernmental transfer
information for ORS use. The data being requested is for
Federal Fiscal Year 74 or your local accounting year which
ended prior to June 30, 1974.
Most governments in the country have received a
Census form RS-9 for use in reporting this information
directly. In seme states, the Census Bureau compiles
this financial information from records on file with the
state goverr.nent. These states are Flc.ida, New Hampshirr
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, Washington and Wisconsin. Governments in these
states w i l l rc-ce'vo an F.S-8 forr for verification cnccthe compiled data have been entered onto the forir from
state report*. A small number of rjovernnents with
jeper.dc-nt school systems reccRStor
at "en i loi; tc :.he?e forr-s and retuj
•then tc the Census Bureau as quick; a> pc.9=.' h 1 e i i you
have nc^ already done so. The ir.fr: -T.at i on -n them will
be very i'-.po: t.'.r" when we comput^ _.

p r o g r 3 T or a c t i v : t y funded i_n _wh' hij?_ o
revenup; r. .1. r:f.-" .1 » s c r ini na to agninr. t
of race, c o l o r , n^ioral origin, or' .-•
ORS has lui i S'.Ii r" i en to act again-' d
emp Icyrner.t in a department (like f MO
even if :-harud revenues uere used on;
men* (li>c a police car).

•""
~ r '•"•;! - any
n_rart. Kith

shared
i y o r . e on the ground!
Tiii 5 means th'at
• r i r i i n a t i ^n i n
'. T. ce d e p a r t m e n t )
,> n i c n a s e e q u i p

After one recipient government appropriated $600,000
to b u i l d a rr"K facility for the local volunteer fire
departmc-i. * , the .local N'AACP chap-tf-r alley/"] discrimination
hrcau c ' the-re were no minority members of the fire department. o;j.s conducted an investigation, and as a result, the
city i n v o l v e - i requested that the fire company amend its
const i tut i'it; ;ij)j b y - l a w s to eliminate anv appearance of
d i'-.crin,; r;n t.: on c v;v^yed by certain sections. Since rh.ls
actacn, jni/iority persons have beer; a d m i t t e d a: members of
tne fire company. It i? of. great importance to note that

ORS took jurisdiction in this case of employment discrimination even though the only expenditure which had been made
out of the $600,000 appropriation was for preliminary
architectural fees for the new building.
We_|_re_ Moving
On Monday, October 7, 1974 the Office of Revenue
Sharing will move to a new consolidated location. Our
new address is:
Office of Revenue Sharing
U.S. Department of the Treasury
2401 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20226
-.-Our telephone numbers wil 1 r em a in__th_e__s ame ; we ' re 1 us t
yclVsT^Ing. building c and w i l l Fe iri™iTre~CoTurb i a Plaza
coRpl'e*». As always, whenever you're in Washington you
are welcome"tc stop by for a visit.
Whi.'e we're on the subject of moving -- if you have
2tte.T.ptc--,j t •? correct your m a i l i n g address 'lately by
:;n the face of either the Actual or Planned
Use Report, please notify us again by letter. With so
-;nny report forr.s coming in, we're afraid that we might
sor.e of vour notes.
Hhen requesting an address change please
your 9-digit revenue sharing account number, your eld
address and the new address. Please do not use personal
"sties; a r.ip?t office box would help,
Send these requests to:
M a n a g e r , Systems ana Operations
Office of Revenue Sharing
Washington, D. C. 20226
What s Your Number
From time to time we find it necessary to contact
recipient governments very quickly and must try to find
correct telephone numbers. Since many governments are
quite s m a l l , this search is sometimes very difficult,
especially if your government's business is conducted
^ior.i a prii.jt,: : es idence. Therefore wt request t h a t you
include in any letters which vou send to ORS the correct
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area code and telephone number where we can call an official
of your government. In this way, we can respond by phone to
many of your inquiries and can contact you rapidly if the
need arises.
Once again, all of us in the Office of Revenue Sharing
wish to thank you for your continuing cooperation in making
the general revenue sharing program a success for your
community and the Nation.
Sin

Graham W. Watt
Director
Office of Revenue Sharing

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

February 25, 1975

"*-*!»

OFFICE OF RIVCNUC
1»OO PENNSYLVANIA AVKNUK, N.W.
WASHINGTON, O.C.

tOX>«

Dear Mr. Milton:
This is in response to your recent inquiry regarding accounting procedures on the expenditure of general revenue
sharing funds.
Section 51.40 of the Regulations governing general revenue
sharing (enclosed) details budgetary procedures and requirements
on the expenditure of shared revenues. Among other things, this
Section stipulates that revenue sharing accounts must be maintained in a manner sufficient to permit the tracing of entitlement funds to a level of expenditure sufficient to establish
that such funds have not been used in violation of the revenue
sharing Act and Regulations. However, there is no requirement
that such funds must be accounted for separately by entitlement period. The ORS uses a first in, first out accounting
procedure in examining revenue sharing expenditures. Under
this procedure, the first revenue sharing funds received by
a recipient are the first funds presumed to be spent.

rt™

In your February 4, 1975 letter you question whether it
is permissible to spend an allotment at the start of a fiscal
year in July when the first quarterly payment of that allotment
will not be received until October. You also state that there
are sufficient funds from prior revenue sharing allocations to
do this until funds are received in October. As stated previ*»
ously recipients are not required to account for shared revenues
separately by entitlement period. Hence this procedure appears
to be in line with present revenue sharing requirements, provided
that there are no state or local laws which would prohibit this
type of transaction with the City's own revenues.

February 25, 1975
page 2

I hope that this information is helpful.

Sincerely,

Gall Boyle
Intergovernmental Relations
Office of Revenue Sharing
Mr. Tom Milton
City Recorder
P. 0. Box 515
Nitre, West Virginia 25143
Account No.

K
i*

rn-.---

49-2-020-009

Cit o
p o max BIB
NITRO. WEST VIRGINIA
WM

25143

D. (BILL) GIBSON

l.ookitit' 1o the Fnturr

MAYOR
7B8 B64S

JERRY T. MELTON
DKM~TReA
7Sa-98t1

February 4, 1975
Miss Karen Spaight
Intergovernmental Relat ions
The Office of Revenue Sharing
Department of the Treasury
2401 E Street N. W.
Washington, D. C 2 02 21'>
Dear Miss Spai ghi.
Some questions have arisen regarding the spending of an
allotment at the start, of the fiscal year in July when
the first check w i l l not; be received until October.
There is a s u f f i c i e n t amount of money in the City of Nitro
Revenue Sharing Account from the previous year's allocation
until the check is received in October.
The Revenue Sharing money in question is set aside for
salaries of the fiscal year and when the last check of the
allotment period i s received in J u l y everything will be
equal.
It is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h i s it; acceptable and our
telephone convernation of February 3, 1975 confirmed this
to be correct .
I would appreciate a letter from you confirming our conversation regarding rry question.
Thanking you in advance for your cooperation in this matter,
Sincerely,
Tora Melton
Citv Recorder
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Mayor Gibson recommended t h a t Council approve the appointment
of the following commi ss i oners to t h e N i t t o Housing Authority:
Reverend .Fanes A'hegast , I v c / i r , 'I1
Gone Kurdotte . 2 years, Mr.
Russell Casto, .Jr. , '. .'ears, Mrs '.irnet Galloway, a- years; and
Mr.. ( ' barrv Smi ' h , :• '''ear:;
Couno : i m a n Vernon Casebolt made a
motion thai 'he r.aues he appro-ed as presented. Councilman at
T h i s m o t i o n was approved by
barge A l l e n seconded 'he : H )' ion
unani mous vot e.

r-.al m e e t i n g of Councilmen
and the Sanitary Hoard members woe, hi he h e l d sometime later next
week .
Mavor G i b s o n announced t \

Mayor Gibson h a - r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from the Nitro Fireman's
Civil Service C o m m i s s i o n am iounc i i ;.r t h a t Fire Chief Kenneth King
passed his t e s t s and recommends t h a t he be promoted to the rank of
Captain. James '.. Mover and C l y d e H a r r i s both passed the tests
for Sergeant and recommends t h a t t h o v he promoted to that rank.
These promotion..1- are r e t r o a e r i v e ro May 1. 1974. Councilman Vernon
Casebolt" made a mot ion ;hai w accep' the Civil Service Commission's
recommendations on those promo' ions. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded
the motion. A l l present vote,! in !a f or.
Mayor GLhson s t a ' e d t h a t ]u, h,-).; been in touch with Mr. Armada
Citv Attorney, who IMS been working w i t h attorneys for the West.
V i r g i n i a W a t e r Comp.mv, asd ho would l i k e to recommend to Council
that, we g i v e 'lie C i t v Pecordc i permission to write a check for
o^,r)00.00 to t h e w ) ! « • • - company lor 'ho purchase of a strip of land
near S m i t h S t r e e t and b o l d e r i n j - t h e K.mawha River. J^ouncjjLrnan
Vernon Caseboht ^-aidj^j_jjQoj_j_o,n j_h i', 41 e r ini .sjsj on be gi ven _ t o wjr 11 e
i 1 man Thi »mas L i l l y secondT-'d
t be checK i or _ t h t
i
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Councilman Devi v Mann - Counc i ! iaan Mann stated that there
has been a request for ..tree; r e p a i r on Brentwood road.
Councilman Paul M i l l - Councilman Hill made a motion that
the C i t v purchase an a u d i t ional un i t orm for street and garbage
department employees. This would he t.wenty-one uniforms at an
approximate cost of SS.OO each. Councilman Thomas Lilly seconded
the m o t i o n . All present vol. i d in favor of purchasing these
uni forms .
Councilman M i l 1 asked about sett ing, the bleachers repaired
where the'y have been disman; led, and painted at the northwest corner
of the l i t t l e League field at .the park. Mayor Gibson replied that
he would have t h i s m a t t e r checked.
Councilman H i l l also h.cjuired about the status of street
l i g h t s in the areas of 6th., !!;h, and 18th Streets. He asked
about the p o s s i b i l i t y of a d d i t i o n a l lights. Tt was decided to
wait u n t i l the present ! i c,h t i:i>- program is completed and then
check to see i f r.ion' ! i g h t s -ire needed.
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Dear Mr. Gibson:
This 1 otter .: : S.M >~< >
concerning the < |;v,, s -v:, <
funds.

-•ur 1- lophone inquiry
;onor i revenue sharing

Section 5i.40(b o >
specifies that, these i ;md:
appr op r la ted wi t. h i r; 2 4 ni. i
period for whioh eaeh '-h, Chocks (Oeeo!::be> j 1 , | •> /.
' a on 11 > th i s ;'"< -. f i or . i :
therefore, -in in,o<in! e^u
i-e spent , oh i 1 , 1 t<.'i' < ; ,: .an amount ocuuii '. o t.i.L ;;<
ob.I'ig<j ted oi~ .;;•; i':>p' . . • ; f - - -

r.liar ng regulations
s<:d, bligated or
end ( f the entitlement
0 ible. The first two
V" • ''7TI are an excop^ i t >, I %st Virginia
• s i c: ock <$65,.U2) must

1 have -/'no ^ oso : ; • .
r_eve_Ne\v_s, and; i.hc <>,.• rvj-;r. >
which discuss tl.c- ?''.-ni'-«;i: '
hope t-iaf t;h >. :-: ,' 'rfo! :.-.o ;

:>• Ho, T;b< r 11 , 1974 and
1 '* (> 2 , - 7 G )
.;

:ust be

spent,

1 •.-.-,

! i »'
'74, newsletter
'v>_:k . .'tter, both of
' i n ' ore d'etai. 1 . I
'<:
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Je-f 1 r«'-.- !i. :]i . i f f
."'lanai}!" , jnf.i • gov .-rnmental Relations
: 'f t i •.: Re( -nuc Sharing
Mr . W.i. i 1 iam '.i ••••.Mtro :.'.ity "il \ i
Kit ro. Wes t ' '"• ,
i-.nclosi res
Aoct. No.' 4'V-2--'-

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 1 , l f >74

iV

The regular rne t inp of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chamber; on Occtobor 1, 1974, a t 8:00 P.M. Those
present included Ma ..,- Wi 1 1 i mn I) Gibson, City Recorder Tom M e l t o n ,
Comic i Iman .'i t La rge i'e i t!i '•iddy, COUTH;i 1 man at Largo Dr R. V
Al len , Count1 i Ini.'in V rnon ( ;obolf , Count1 i Iman Dewey Mann and
present ; or the meeting were City
A I:
Counci Iman Paul H i I 1
'reet
Superintendent Gene Williams.
Attorney Frank Armad. i and
irge Huro Tidquist and Councilman
Absent were Counc i 1 r in at
Thonas Li 1Iv
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Mayor Gibson reported that Councilman at Large Tidquist
was on vacation and stated that he was sorry to have to report
that Councilman Lilly was in St. Mary's Hospital due to injuries
resulting from an automobile accident. The mayor stated that he
had been in touch with Mrs. Lilly, and three of the councilmen
had been to visit Mr. Lilly at the hospital.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 17. 1974:
Mayor~Glbson remintfecT Council' that each member had received a
copy of the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had
been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy made a motion for approval of the minutes, which
was seconded by Councilman at Largo Dr. R. V. Allen. The vote
of approval was unanimous.
SEPTEMBER _F INANC1 AJ^EPORT^ Mr . Tom Melton, City Recorder,
read tTTe ~ToT"Iowi .r!g"TTnanci aT report:
Cash b a l a n c e as of September 1 , 1.974

30,267.11

Receipts for the month of September

31,036.48
61,303.59

Disbursement s

37,583.52

Balance September 30, 1974

23,720.07

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING THE ADOPTION OF THE
SOUTHERN STANDARD FIRE PREVENTION CODE (1974 EDITION): Mr. Tom
Me 1ton, CTty Recorder, read the To 1 lowing ordinance:

f

*f

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
"Save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted,
modified, or amended, the 1974 edition of the Southern
Standard Fire Prevention Code adopted as the Fire
Prevention Code of the City and incorporated by reference
herein as fully as if set out verbatim and from the date
on which this chapter shall take effect shall be governing
and controlling for the purposes therein set forth,
mentioned and described."

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that this b-e accepted as
f i r s t reading. Councilman Dewey Mann seconded. Approval was
unanimous
_
_ Councilman Paul
BIDS TO BE OPENF\D_ FOR JL^/'i JH)I,ICK_ CRUISRR
, announced that
Hi 1 1 , " Cha i rmari~~bT~tn e Toll c"e" lie pa ftfmen t Comm'fttee
'
three bids had been received. These were opened and read as follows
C h i 1 ' l e r s C ! u > v r < > l < > ? $4 , v> ; . 8 7
trado in a l l o w a n c c • > f s/»(>,..»/C £* 0 Motors , $4,5. '>.
trade in of $400.00--

I t s s th<

Capitol Chrysler Plymouth $ 5 , 1 4 4 . 8 3 less
trade in of $500.00

s:
Pi
f
*"<*

if

•$3,990.00

-.123.43
$4,

Councilman Paul Hill made a motion that this matter be given
to the Police Department Committee with authority to act after
the specifications have been checked. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
seconded the motion, and all present voted in favor.
RIDS TO RE OPENED FOR REROOFING 0£ CITY BUILDING, GARAGE AND
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Councilman * Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building
anc[ Planning Committee, passed out the four bids to be opened, as
follows:
Don Ray Roofing Company
South Charleston, West Virginia

$10,820.00

Harris Bros. Roofing
Charleston, West; Virginia

$10,277.00

Hills General & Painting Co,
Charleston, West V i r g i n i a —

•$22,562.50

Tri State Roof and Sheet M e t a l Co.
Charleston, West V i r g i n i a

•$12,536.00

v' Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that this be given
to the Building & Planning Committee with authority to act. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. Councilman
at Large KejL_th_Pjriddy asked about the funding for this project,
and wanted to Tknow if it had been estabTTsTfelPthat the money was
available. Mayor Gibson replied that the money is available.
Whether it will come from the general fund/or>Revenue Sharing
hasn't been decided yet. Councilman at Large Priddy told Council
that he had -discussed the question of funds that afternoon with
Councilman Lilly while visiting him at the hospital. Councilman
at Large Dr.TTlen staTed that something had to be done soon.
Mayor Gibson agreed and said "Winter is just around the corner."
After a brief discussion, the motion was brought to a vote. All
present voted in favor of the motion except Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy.
*Z^
"*

COLUMBIA _G^JCOMP^^S_ R^UEST_TO_JNSTALL A GROUND BED IN
j* - ^ Y^E AR"FX (5F~RTDENOUF: PARK : Mr. FranT Armadlf^City "Attorney, gave
THo fol lowTng repoT? "Coluirbia Ga ; ''.ompan • wants to install
• •
c e r t a i n i t e m s i n res < r d t ' - i - r o t e c t i n ; t h e i r pipelln<> which i s
,j]r, t j ;)e:'>:s ' •
e.
; : • ) •!•••'';'• t h < " w i l ' of p o e e s s i t v ha"e
' <••' r 'Hi' ••.'(> t ne t • H s- .
i . • ' it ; > ' ' • i r "a ' :i , etc . Accord i n>, '
t h e i r i g r o i m e ; . 'h:
-:^u ! i i l ! h<' ; > • t ha. " in proper co;;dit i oHowever, W" have had pro! : ei. ; w i t h p:oper Deeding in sonic areas
and it could happen in t h i s area w! ieh already has a drainage
problem. Mr. Armada H o l s 'hat the Columbia Gas Company should
pay the city for the use of this property, since they will need
future access to the area too, and there is the possibility of
problems in the future. The matter was turned over to Mr. Armada
to see if he could roach a satisfactory agreement with Columbia
[?.'•''
Gas Transmission Corp.
I

I
|r~
c|>' .
f*
!F
I

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTS IN EACH WARD:
CouncTTman at "Large- 'TTel. tTTTYTclcTy , CFaTrman of the Street Light
Committee, s t a t e d that he has recommendations from two wards,
and that he should have all of them in time to give a report at
next council meeting
Councilman Dewey Mann gave the report
for his ward. He s t a t e d t h - i t he has made a survey, and he feels
that l i g h t s are neo.'.M or. ?»th throu-,h ^9th between First and
Second Avenues. Also on 40th Street i n the same area. He also
feels a light is needed on East 31st Street near house No. 71.
A burned out light needs to be replaced at the corner of 40th
Street and Easter Road. Councilman Mann stated that people are
very pleased with the possibility of getting additional lights,
and also that: he has heard compliments on our garbage service.
NEW BUSINESS^ Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. David
Tidquist of Nitro Junior High requesting permission to have a
parade on October 4. 1974, Friday evening before their homecoming
football game, and asking for police escort. The motion for
approval was made by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and
was seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt. All present voted
in favor.
Mayor Gibson a ! u> read a l e t t e r from the Nitro Fire
Department asking permission for a parade on October 10, 1974,
during Fire Prevention Week
Again the motion for approval
was made by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and was seconded by
Councilman Caseholt.. All present voted in favor.

«
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Mayor Gibson announced that the gentleman who had made a
bid to purchase the 1969 garbage truck and dump bed had been in
and had made the purchase. Mayor Gibson also asked that Council
give serious consideration to selling the 1948 Model Ford Fire
Truck, and the 1953 Model Ford panel truck which was replaced
recently with the purchase of the new Fire Department emergency
truck. He suggested that this be given to the Fire Department
Committee for study and let them make a report perhaps by the
next council meeting.
The Mayor reported that Trick or Treat night has been

discussed r e c e n t l y , and other -icarby mnn i.c i pa lit ies' had -decided
"or October 31. C - u n c i l agreed it should be on that d a t e and the
h e i r s should be from i , - « 9 i 1 "!. Coi;; .»• i Iman at Large Priddv made
a motion for the .appro a! . i f ' l i s , airl i ' wa
sec:onded bv Council an
Vernon Casebolt. All present voted in favor.

Mayor Gibson pave each councilman a list: of the revised
committees which i n c l u d e d t h e a d d i t i o n of two new committees.
(1) Consumer I'rot ect i on Goinr.ii tt.ee and (2) Kmergcncy Ambulance
Service Committee. A copy of the. revised committee list is attached
hereto and made a part hereof.
Tom Melton, Recorder:

new lousiness

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt had a request
from some residents in TiTs warcT~that; the curb at Juniper Street
and Main Avenue, and Dogwood and Main Avenue be painted yellow for
15 feet, if possible, from the corner. When cars are parked near
the corner, it is impossible to see oncoming traffic on Main Avenue.
Mr. Gene Williams, Street Supt., was asked to have this checked.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large Priddy
stated that the Storm Drain Committee*had met-with the city engineer,
Mr. Hayne, on Wednesday. Sept. 25, 1974, to discuss the recommendations made for the storm drains at Rrookhaven. The Storm Drain
Committee would like to recommend that we proceed with the first
alternate plan listed in the engineer's report. Councilman at Large
Priddy made a motion t h a t we advertise this ror bids according to the
specifications in the engineering report. Councilman Dewey Mann
seconded the motion.
I t was agreed that; mor.' detailed specifications
would have .to be prepared by Appalachian Fn> ineering, Inc. The vote
o: approval v/as u;,.riir -is.

I* %

Counc i ] man a' l.argo Dr. I',. V. A l l e n - . Councilman at Largo Dr.
Al len asTTefcI "about, the p o s s i b i l i t y of mak'Ing two or three parking
spaces to be designated for rj minutes only in front of City Hall,
for people who are stopping only long enough to pay bills, etc. He
asked if someone could observe for a few days and see if this is
needed. Mayor Gibson stated that there was a parking problem, and
requested that Mr. Melton assist him in watching the traffic pattern.
CounciIman'Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann wanted to know about
repairsfor the bad section of 21st St. that has been damaged by a
slide. He stated that: the engineer seemed to think this could best
be corrected bv levelin w i t h asphalt
Mr. Williams, Street Supt.,
stated that he ha;, already - o n t a c t e d Crders and Haynes Paving Company
;>.'• out miking an "--sr>cv ! ion >f t h i s , .'ind soim work should be done soon.
:nc i_ma:
;ne . 1 rna
vh:f h

Mayor

r a d j o u r n m e n t 'f f:hc
ebo] t . T h e mot. .on

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on September 17, 1974, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman
Dewey Mann and Councilman Paul Hill. Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist was absent. Also present were City Attorney Frank
Armada and Street Superintendent Gene Williams.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 3. 1974:
Mayor Gibson reminded Councilthat each member had received a copy
of the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that the
minutes be approved as presented. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST, 1974, FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Councilman Thomas Lilly,Chairman of the Finance Committee, asked
if there were any questions regarding the August financial statement. Councilman at Large Priddy questioned an expenditure of
$459.00 to Smith & Lewis Trucking Company. Mayor Gibson explained
that a tandem truck with a driver was rented from the company to
haul dirt from the Church of Christ church to the City's landfill.
The Church of Christ furnished equipment and loaded the truck.
Councilman Lilly moved that the financial statement be accepted
as presented, and it was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen.
The vote of approval was unanimous.
SECOND READING OF THE PROPOSED SANITARY SEWER RATE ORDINANCE:
The second reading of the proposed Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance
was read by Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen moved that the Sanitary Sewer Rate Ordinance be accepted.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly. Councilman Vernon
Ca,sebolt expressed disapproval of the Ordinance, saying that an
increase in sewer rates would be a hardship on people with fixed
incomes who have been hard hit by rising prices. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen said he, too, feels sympathy for these people, but
the sewage disposal plant is something that must be built. The
first grant approved by the Federal Government for this will
expire unless ground is broken for the beginning of the plant
soon. Councilman Lilly added that for every month of delay,
Council may expect the cost estimates to increase from 3 to 7
per cent, and should the first grant be lost, it could very well
be possible for sewer bills to run a $15.00 or $20.00 minimum.
And then, too, there are some areas of Nitro that have been
promised sewers for a long time. Councilman Lilly also explained
that the first grant approved through the Federal Government is
for $604,500.00 toward the secondary improvement of our existing
primary plant. The second grant is in the process of approval at

£0
this time, and it will be in the approximate amount of $300,000.00,
and unless we take advantage of what we currently have at this
time, and break ground by December 12, we stand the possibility
of losing the 75% matching money on the firs!: grant. At this
point a vote was taken, and a l l present vote 1 in favor except
for Councilman Vernon -.asebol;. A cony of said Ordinance is
attached hereto and ma<;c a part hereof.

SOUTHERN STANDARD FIRE PREVENTION CODE: Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Chairman of the Fire Department Committee, stated that
the Fire Department Committee had met with Chief K. K. King, and
after reviewing the Southern Standard Fire Prevention Code, they
would like to recommend an ordinance be drafted adopting this
code for the city of Nitro. This would be the 1974 edition of
the code. His motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly,
and was passed by unanimous vote.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STREET LIGHTS: Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Chairman of the Street Light. Committee, stated
that he has two requests for street lights from the Fourth Ward,
and he feels they are justified, but he would like to keep this
matter in. committee un:il he lias heard from all Councilmen so
the recommendations can all bt handled at one time.
ROOF REPAIRS TO THE CITY BUILDING GARAGE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENT:Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building and
Planning Committee, presented each Councilman with a set of specifications and made a motion that bids be advertised for the
reroofing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. All
Councilmen voted to let out bids for reroofing per specifications.
Sealed bids are to be opened at next council meeting on October 1,
1974.
NEW POLICE CRUISF.R: Councilman !';.ul H i l l , Chairman of the
Police Depar tme-. t O>mmi ' t < -e , r>resen!e<: each Councilman with a
set of s p e c i f i e a t i < '~s a :d me -i- 1 that b Is IM let for <: new 1 Q 75
Police Cruiser to repl/ ce hi L971 DooY : whi^h has more than
100,000 miles on :t. ' ouneilr in Vernor Casebolt seconded the
motion, and it passed j y un.'.n. .ious ve;i . Sealed bids are to be
opened at regular Council meeting October 1, 1974.
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Gibson stated that there has been a good
deal of damage done to city owned land near the Ridenour Memorial
Park by the Burdette Oil & Gas Company. In an effort to get
heavy equipment in to the site of an old oil or gas well, the
company had bulldozed a new road, torn down several trees, and
had equipment stuck in the mud.
They had obtained no permit to
be working in the area at all. Among personnel investigating the
situation were Mr. Kenneth Rumbaugh of the Department of Highways,
and Mr. Tighe of the West Virginia Water Resources Department.
The state conservation officers, Mr. Me irns and Mr. Dunn, issued
a citation to Mr. BurcK-tte for operating a sewage disposal system
without a permit. Mr B u r d e t t e is to appear before Magistrate
A1 Shenherd. O4 her s i : v e s i i -it; ing were Mr. Jhesfer Johnson,
project coordinate! fo" t h e • :tersheds in Kanawha County; and

—^
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Mr. Dixie Shreve of the U. S. Soil Conservation office. The
Mayor further stated that Mr. Armada and Chief Craft had taken
a look at the area. Mayor Gibson recommended that we turn this
matter over to our city attorney, Mr. Frank Armada. He can
work along with Mr. Hayne, the city engineer, and Mr. Dixie
Shreve of the Soil Con aarvation District to document how much
damage has been done to city property. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that he personally has gone up to see the
damaged area, and he recommended that each councilman should
go to see it. He said there was quite a bit of mud on the road
and during the rainv season it was slippery and dangerous.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made .1 motion that this matter
be turned over to our city attorney. Councilman Vernon Casebclt
seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
Councilman Vernon Caseholt asked about an area on the north
side of the lake that appears to need seeding. Mayor Gibson
replied that he thought th;s was a recommendation of Mr. Dixie
Shreve in recent correspondence fro i him
Mayor Gibson ilso
mentioned tl.at he h,-is had Correspondence from Mr. Shrevt , Mr.
Ker. Judy of Ap placl' * an ;'owor; and Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
regarding the Columbia Gas Transmission Company's request for
permission to -install a gr mnd bet! in an area near the lake.
If Council has no objectio i he would like to have Mr. Armada
make a study of this and have it put on the agenda for next
council meeting.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Putnam County School
Board's director of music requesting permission to have a parade
on Saturday morning, September 21, and asking for police
cooperation in stopping traffic and escorting the parade.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy male the motion for approval,
which was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. All present
voted in favor.
Mayor Gibson also read a letter from the Kidney Foundation
of West Virginia asking permission to have a candy sale during
the month of October. Councilman Thomas Lilly moved that
permission be granted. Councilman Yernon Casebolt seconded.
All voted in favor.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Chairman of the Storm
Drain Committee, had requested that a meeting be called for
involving the Storm Drain C ommittee, the Finance Committee,
and Mr. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers, in order to make faster
progress on the storm drains for Brookhaven. This meeting was
set for Wednesday, September 25, 1974, from 9 to 11 A. M., to
be held in the Mayor's Conference Room.
Mayor Gibson s La ted that he has received a letter from
Etna Life & Casualty Company which questions our claim for
damages sustained by our fire truck and emergency vehicle whilo
fighting a fire at Pike Chemical. !f Council has no objections,
he will f urr tr ic l c ' 'er -v cr to Mr Frank Ar: ada
the city
attorney, and reque.< L that; he answer the same.

i

Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly asked about the
progress on the plans for the garage. Mayor Gibson replied that
Appalachian Engineers are still working on their study of the
area and we should have their full report in time for next council
meeting. The recently ordered zoning maps should be ready for
us by the last of this week.
%
Councilman Lilly also asked about the mobile home that
had been moved into a residential area. Mr. Frank Armada stated
that he was waiting until we receive the zoning maps from
Appalachian Engineers before any action is taken.
Councilman Lilly's next question concerned the water that
stands by the road across from the Bobbie Brooks plant. Mayor
Gibson replied that Mr. John Miller of the State Department
•>f Highways, who is ar. assistant to Commissioner Ritchie, has
been down to check on the situation, and be feelr sure something
will be done soon. The Department of Highways is trying to force
the original contractor to return ana fix the drainage.'
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business.

Councilman Dewey Mann: Councilman Mann reported that he
has had recent conversations with Mr. Sublet of the Miche
Company and he has been informed they hope to speed up the
process of codifying the ordinances for the city of Nitro. No
definite date could be set for the conference on this, but he
did request that the conference be held in Charlottesville.
Mr. Sublet will send a letter as soon as a definite date can
be set for the conference. Mr. Sublet also stated that they
will make the amendments to the city charter which were passed
recently by the West Virginia Legislature.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that the ~LTcms Club" wanted him to express their
appreciation to the city government and to the Police Department
for their cooperation during the Antique Car Show held last
Saturday.
In regard to Cousuv 1m r; Casebolt : s remarks about true :s
iisin/, '.he back s t r e e t s near ! as Chek 'arkc' Councilman a' La -ge
Dr. Allen seated that (his seems to be a universal problem. He
believes that whim a truck er ters a side street in order to make
a delivery, they are permitted to proceed to the next exit. A
discussion followed r^g.-irdi" busses traveling on Second Avenue.
Dr. Allen said he had also aad a complaint about church busses.
Councilman at La .-gc Kei' h_J^rjLdrv_:
^f'Uncilman Ver no•: Ca s c "• • U: :
abon '

the

s ' a * i.s

T ''••-]•• s

No new business.

Cc u•: c i 1 -n;; -. C a s o b o 1 * asko d

""R"' .It ar :

F> •.••,-• r . a l '.'ark.

Ma-o-

•V t

Gibson replied that both he and Councilman Priddy have talked
with Mr. Ken JudyT")S—Appn lichian Power and they are working
on it
Right now, howeve . he is n 'able t o pive u;- an exact
^. .
time
Recorder Tom_M(.>_lJ;on :_

*Io new

bnsines ( >.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made the motion for adjournment,
which was seconded by Councilman Paul Hill. The motion carried.

. ,

.. S-y S, s

Mayor, William D'" Gibson

.'r?*/ //
Recorder Tom Melton
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' DELIVERED BY

1
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

JUNE 3, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on June 3, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. Present for the
meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Councilman David Hart, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt. Also present for the meeting was City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson, Invocation was given by Reverend James Horton of the First
Baptist Church of Nitro.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MAY 20, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor Gibson
stated that each member had received in the mail a copy of the
minutes of the previous meeting and had been given a chance to review
them. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion. The vote of
approval was unanimous.
FINANCIAL REPORT - MAY 1975; City Recorder Melton, Chairman of
the Finance Committee read the following Financial Report for May
1975.

I

Balance April 30, 1975

69,356.02

Reciepts
Disbursements

35,839.17
34,020.00

Balance May 31, 1975

71,175.19

GAS LEAK, FENTON CIRCLE: City Attorney Frank Armada stated that
he had talked with Robert Dodd of the Department of Mines, Oil and
Gas Division, about this problem. Armada stated that if this leak
is an abandoned well it may be plugged by the Department of Mines
with no charge to the City. Armada stated that he gave them the
exact location of the leak and they are going to inspect it.
Councilman Hart stated that we should get all the records we could
on this matter before having an expensive rig to come in and try
plugging this leak.
BROOKHAVEN STORM DRAIN AGREEMENT: City Attorney Armada stated
that he would like to meet after the meeting with the Storm Drain
Committee to go over the agreement with them.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the petition presented to Council
about 205 Dupont Avenue is being worked on by the Health Department
and by a representative of the State Fire Marshall's Office. Gibson
stated that there has been a delay on this petition because of an
incorrect address stated. Mayor Gibson stated that he would attempt
to have a report by the next meeting of council.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Department of Housing and
Urban Development concerning the Community Development Block Grant

cs
Program. The letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Kananwha County Manpower
Program concerning the Summer Youth Program Enrollment. The
letter stated that anyone interested in a summer job should
fill out an application at the Employment Security Office.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from William M. Kelley, Jr.,
President of the Kanawha Valley Soap Box Derby Association.
The letter ask if a few boy could solicite in the City of Nitro
to raise funds for the Association. Councilman Lilly made a
motion that the boys be able to solicite in the City. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The vote of approval was
unanimous.
Mayor Gibson stated that he and Councilman Casebolt had
attended a meeting of the Zoning Appeals Board, May 29, 1975 at
8:30 P.M. Mayor Gibson stated that the meeting was called to
discuss the rezoning of City owned land at the Smith Street
Landfill for a Municipal Maintance Garage. The citizens in
this area wanted the original plans changed and the garage moved
to the East end portion of the Landfill. Mayor Gibson read a
letter for Danny Warner of Appalachian Engineers concerning this
problem and showed Council the revised blueprints. Councilman
Hill made a motion that the revised plans be accepted. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that the City Maintance Crew had been working on the
drainage problem on 18th Street Hill and had been doing a good
job.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: Councilman Lilly stated that he
would like to have a meeting with the Insurance Committee
set up in a week ot so. Lilly stated that he would contact all
the members when the meeting was scheduled.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: No new business.

I

I

COUNCILMAN DAVID HART: Councilman Hart stated that he and Tom
Melton had a meeting with John Melton of the State Tax Department
about the deficiencies noted on the Audit Report.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN; Councilman at Large Allen
stated that there is a traffic problem in the area between Broadway
Avenue and Park Avenue. Allen stated that the citizens of this
area did not want cars running up on the sidewalk because it is
damaging them. Councilman at Large Allen suggested that the area
be painted yellow and a sign be erected stating No Driving on the
Sidewalk. Councilman Hill stated that we should paint the curb
yellow and put up the sign and study the problem further. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that this be done. Councilman
at Large Tidquist seconded the motion. The vote of approval was
unanimous.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY: No new business.
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt stated various
complaints about the Recreation Facilities at Ridenour Memorial
Park. Councilman Casebolt stated that the lake was so dirty
that you could not fish in it, and that the restrooms were locked
and there were no garage cans at the picnic tables. Councilman
Casebolt also stated that he had never seen the Recreation Director

1

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND U R B A N DEVELOPMENT
PITTSBURGH A R E A OFFICE

=>• *

TWO ALLEGHENY C E N T E R
PITTSBURGH, P E N N S Y L V A N I A 15212
R E G I O N HI
Curtis Building
6th. and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

IN R E P L Y R E F E R TO:

3.1CM

Mr. William D. Gibson, Mayor
Town of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia
Dear Mr. Gibson:
Subject: Application for Metropolitan Discretionary Funds
Community Development Block Grant Program
We have been recently informed that the qualification process for
urban counties and the revalidation of grant amounts for entitlement
cities has reduced the balances available for metropolitan discretionary funds to a point where the Department will probably not be
able to fund any applications for such funds this fiscal year.
We will retain your application in the event that through a
national reallocation or supplemental appropriation some discretionary funds may become available for municipalities in metropolitan
areas .
If you have any questions concerning the above, please contact
Mr. Raymond Hluska of my staff at 1412-6141-2830.
Sincerely,

f]

.

Charles Heinz, Director
Community Planning & Development
cc Mr. Benjamin F. Howatt, Exec. Dir.

Flood Insurance Deadline Nears
The National Flood Insurance
Program provides low cost, federally
subsidized, insurance coverage for
flood losses. The Act also requires
that if identified flood prone communities do not participate in the
program, no federal grants or loans,
or even federally insured grants or
loans (such as FHA loans, FDICA
bank mortgages), may be expended in
the actual flood prone section of the
community.
The deadline to enter the program
is near. Municipalities notified as of
July 1, 1974 by the Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) that they are flood prone must
qualify by July 1,1975. Other affected
communities and counties have one
year from their official date of notification to participate in the program.
To enter the first phase of the program, a community must adopt two
resolutions, complete an application
and adopt at least a building permit
system. Then over the next few years,

HUD will have a detailed hydrologic
study and survey conducted which
will more accurately identify the
actual flood prone areas as well as
the flood levels in these areas. At that
time, a community will have to adopt
flood-related building codes (at least
for the flood prone area) and a permit
and inspection system. When these
steps are completed, the community is
fully covered by the program and
residences may obtain even higher
amounts of insurance at a reasonable
cost.
Once the community is eligible
under the first phase, any resident
may purchase flood insurance
through any agent of his choice. Every
insurance agent selling property
insurance can sell flood insurance
policies.
If RIC members have any questions, or would like for a representative to discuss this program,
please call Council office or Mr. Gary
Johnson, State Flood Insurance
Office, 348-2246.

Fourth Annual Meeting
New officers and awards highlighted the Fourth Annual Meeting
of the Regional Intergovernmental
Council (RIC). The informal dinner
affair was attended by RIC members
and their spouses as well as federal,
state and local officials.
The officers for this coming year
included Charles E.-Farley, Jr.,
Chairman; Donald Price, 1st ViceChairman; John Lee Hudnall, 2nd
Vice Chairman; John G. Hutchinson,
3rd Vice Chairman; Donald L.
Samples, Secretary; John W. Parr,
Treasurer; and Kelly L. Castleberry,
Executive Vice Chairman.
Awards were given to three areas
of regional interest including the
"RIC Man of the Year" award, the
"RIC 'OFF' " award and "Regional
Citizen" awards.
The "RIC Man of the Year" award
is given to the RIC member "in
recognition of his outstanding contribution to the Council and his dedication to the spirit of intergovernmental cooperation." The Council
members select the recipient by secret

ballot. This year's voting resulted in a
three-way tie among John Lee
Hudnall, Mayor of Cedar Grove;
Donald Price, Mayor of Madison; and
Charles E. Farley, Commissioner of
Putnam County Court.
The "RIC OFF" award was presented to Warren Means of the West
Virginia Department of Natural Resources, and to Tom Frazier, West
Virginia Commission on Aging. This
plaque is given by the RIC staff to
"Our Favorite Friend" for "having
distinguished himself in an exemplary
manner in his support of the Council
and its activities."
The Council also recognized the
services performed by several residents of the region by identifying
them as an "Outstanding Regional
Citizen" for their "unselfish and tireless contributions in behalf of the
welfare of the people of Boone, Clay,
Kanawha and Putnam Counties."
Recipients included Bob Byus,
Madison; Beverly Hanlon, Madison;
Avis Moore, Clay; Jeanne Skaggs,
Charleston; Mike Wenger, Charleston; and Sally Holliday, Winfield.

REGIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL

Oops!
Community Development Act Slips
The Regional Intergovernmental Council (RIC) was recently advised by the
Pittsburgh Area Office that the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) will not have any monies available to fund discretionary applications from
metropolitan areas this fiscal year. This means that within this Region, nineteen
(19) units of local government (with a total population in excess of 162,000) will
not receive any assistance under this Act.
Region I in its Newsletter asks, "What Happened to the Community Development Funds" and the RIC staff must reiterate the same question: What
Happened?
Apparently, HUD's central office miscalculated in its estimate of the number
of "urban counties." Initially, there were seventeen (17) counties classified as
urban; however, following the formal publication of the CD allocations, seventythree (73) large counties applied for "urban" county status and a majority of
these were approved. The money to fund the greatly expanded "urban" county
category was taken from the metropolitan discretionary balanced nationally;
thus, depleting the funds that originally were available to the nineteen (19)
governments in Kanawha and Putnam Counties.
The only entities to receive CD funds in the Charleston metropolitan area are
the City of Charleston (entitlement city), the city of Dunbar and the City of St.
Albans. The latter two are eligible due to prior HUD experience in urban
renewal. It should be noted that there are not any counties that qualify as "urban
county" within this region or the entire state of West Virginia.
The municipalities directly affected by this loss of federal assistance are Bancroft, Belle, Buffalo, Cedar Grove, Chesapeake, Clendenin, East Bank, Eleanor,
Glasgow, Handley, Hurricane, Marmet, Nitro, Poca, Pratt, South Charleston,
and Winfield. Kanawha and Putnam Counties are also included in this category.
Nine of these governmental units either had made application or were in the
process of making application for CD funds.
To date, RIC has not been advised
as to the probable status of funds allocated for Fiscal Years 1976-1980. It
appears that the only action the RIC
can take is to continue to wonder
"What Happened?" and to ask
"What is going to happen next year?"

See Chairman's Message
(page 4)

* **

APRIL 1975

Call 1-800 642-8597
Over 60? Have a problem? Need
assistance? Live in Boone, Clay,
Kanawha or Putnam Counties? Then
call 1-800/642-8597. This is the Information and Referral Services
(I & R) of the Regional Intergovernmental Council (RIC).
The primary purpose of the I & R
is to link the elderly in need of services
with the resources available in this
region. I & R is not simply a convenience, but is designed to give information and assistance to older
Americans who, without the service,
would probably not have their needs
met.
In many cases, services are needed
that are not presently available in this
region. I & R can document the need
for additional services or point out
gaps in existing services; thereby,
providing planners with the substantive information.
I & R is more than a telephone
number. It is personnel and resources,
but even more important, it is a
system, which after learning of a
problem, locates the applicable
agency and arranges for the services

GRANTS APPROVED
During its March meeting, the
Governor's Committee on Crime,
Delinquency and Correction approved
four grants totaling $8,691 for local
governments in this Region III.
South Charleston received $2,510.82
to update its police communication
while Hurricane obtained $4,341.81
for the same purpose. Kanawha
County Commission received $904 for
special training for juvenile probation officers and $935 was awarded
to the Boone County Commission to
purchase reference material for its
County Law Library.

of the agency to reach the elderly
person with the problem.
The I & R service has been in operation since March 7 and, with only
infant publicity to date, has handled
over 30 inquiries. It should be noted
that in accordance with Federal
legislation all personal and identifiable information is confidential. In
general, however, telephone requests
have ranged from social security
matters to welfare problems; from
seeking affordable housing to locating
employment opportunities.
The service is not limited to only
this Region. Through the Commission
on Aging (COA), I & R is available to
the elderly in all of the eleven (11)
Regions in the State. COA provides
75% of the operational and administrative cost of the program.
In conjunction with the Information
and Referral services, the RIC operates the Outreach project also under
a grant from the COA.
The Outreach project has personnel
throughout the Region daily seeking
and visiting aged persons who are
isolated and withdrawn from the
mainstream of society. Once located,
these people are linked to the service
agency which meets their needs.
As in the I & R program, all
inquiries and personal information
are confidential. Both programs are a
requirement for Title III funds under
The Older American's Act of 1965, as
amended.

Regional Intergovernmental Council
Messenger
Ken Eigenbrod
Editor
"The preparation of this Report is financially aided through
Federal grants from the United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development, under the Urban Planning Assistance
Program authorized by Section 701 of the Housing Act of 1954,
as amended, and the Appalachian Regional Commission under a
302 (a) Administrative Grant."
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The Rural Development Act was passed and signed into
law in 1972. Rural America saw this as an important national
commitment to a more balanced use of federal resources;
however, the Act was not, and to date is not, fully funded.
Consequently, many opportunities for non-metropolitan development have been
delayed.
Problems, such as inflation, energy costs, fixed incomes and decreasing tax bases,
which affect all areas of the United States seem to hit rural areas the hardest. In part,
this is due to a narrow-based economy, characteristic of rural areas, as well as a
limited number of federal programs designed to assist the rural segment of the United
Staresr.^The^ederal dollar has almost become a necessity if rural America is to survive.
Since its inception, RIC has urged full implementation and funding of the Rural
Development Act of 1972. Unfortunately, many of our suggestions have fallen upon
deaf ears and most important provisions of the Act remain dormant. Although the
whole bill was passed by the Congress and the whole bill was signed into law by the
President, it has only been implemented in part.
It is time for full funding of all of the programs of The Rural Development Act.
There is an urgent need for these programs, particularly Section 106 and 111 which
will provide the resources to establish policies and plans necessary to have rational
and orderly^development as well as provide technical and management support in our
rural areas.
I strongly urge the United States Congress to provide the necessary funds to
implement this legislation which will return an equitable share of the federal
resources to Rural America.
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LAW O F F I C E S OF

THEODORE H. GHIZ

DREXEL M.VEALEY

BOO KANAWHA BOULEVARD, EAST
CHABLESTON, WEST VIHOINIX 25301
( 3 0 4 ) 346-0718

July 29, 1976

Frank M. Armada, Esq.
Attorney at Law
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Re:

Alley Abandonment

Dear Frank:
In order to resolve the above matter I thought that I
would give you some facts that may help the City Council in its
deliberations concerning the abandonment of the alley that was
the subject of a discussion of Council at its last meeting.
1. In Deed Book 178, at page 451, dated February 8,
1918, Daisy Sattes Blackwood conveyed to J. W. Cart a 17 acre
tract that is now East Crawford Addition. She did reserve for
herself the Blackwood Reservation as shown on the map of said
Addition.
2. J. W. Cart, I believe, was the owner and developer
of East Crawford Addition, because on the same day as the above
deed, he conveyed to H. T. Smarr by deed dated February 8, 1918,
of record in the Clerk's office in Deed Book 178, at page 453,
several parcels of land which included Lots 1 through 12, inclusive, in Block P. This is the block in which the alley is located,
and which is presently in dispute.
3. In the same deed to H. T. Smarr, J. W. Cart stated
that "An alley 10 feet wide is intended to be laid out and is hereby
dedicated for public use between the north line of Lot No. 1 of
Block N and the right of way line of said railway. And all streets
and alleys laid down on said plat, are hereby dedicated for public
use."(Underlined by the undersigned for emphasis)
4. Apparently J. W. Cart fell upon hard times because the
Vendor's Lien reserved in the Blackwood to Cart deed was enforced,
and by virtue of a decree the property remaining in the Addition was
conveyed to Daisy Sattes Blackwood by Special Commissioners on
March 7, 1922 (Deed Book 236, Page 297).
5. In her Will of record in Will Book 217, at page 363,
Daisy Sattes Blackwood purports to devise her undivided interest in
all alleys, streets and public ways to her daughter, Mrs. Jean B.
Collins.

Frank M. Armada, Esq.
July 29, 1976
Page 2
As I understand the situation, East Crawford Addition
was not incorporated into the City of Nitro until recently, but
certainly not at the time of the formation of either East Crawford
or Nitro. However, upon its being annexed to the City, I am of
the opinion that the Addition as it was originally platted was
taken into the City. There is case authority (148 111. 51) which
states "That by platting of a village the streets in their entire
width and length are dedicated to the use of the public, and it
may vacate them, if in their discretion, determine the street is
no longer required for public use.
In 54 W. Va. 263, the W. Va. Court held that "while
acceptance by formal adoption is necessary to impose on the public
the duty to keep in repair a dedicated street, still that is not
necessary to the consummation of the dedication so as to cut off the
owner from the power of retraction, or to subject the dedication to
the public use whenever the wants of the public require it for the
purpose for which it was originally given."
In my opinion once the plat was recorded, the streets
were dedicated,..automatically. The City need take no action to
accept them, unless, of course, the City desires to pave or make
repairs, then I believe the case law requires the City to accept
the dedication. In any event, the Addition was created by J. W.
Cart, and in his first out-conveyance (Deed Book 178, page 453) he
dedicated the streets and alleys.
While I have not researched the authorities on the enforcement of Vendor's Liens, I do not believe the Special Commissioners had the authority to convey the streets and alleys to Daisy
Sattes Blackwood. As a matter of fact, the Special Commissioners
did not convey the streets and alleys to her. If you wilL look at
her deed (Deed Book 236, pagB~1297)you can see that the conveyance
was of the unsold parcels in the Addition. However, the last line
of the deed states, and it is a paragraph of one sentence only,
"And all the streets and alleys in said East Crawford as shown on
map or plat thereof." No words of conveyance relative to the streets
or alleys is made other than this sentence.
In any event, if we follow the ruling of the aforementioned
Illinois and West Virginia cases, the streets and alleys were dedicated the instant the plat was recorded. I might add that the developer or owner of the tract did not reserve the right to alter the
streets or alleys in any way, as many have in the past. Further,
once the lots on or in Block P or any other Block were sold and conveyed, the streets and alleys became permanent.

Frank M. Armada, Esq.
July 29, 1976
Page 3
Therefore, it is our position that the streets and alleys
in East Crawford Addition, and now a part of the City of Nitro,
belong to the City, and pursuant to W. Va. Code (Ch. 8, Art. 12,
Sec. 5) the City has the general power, among other things.to vacate, discontinue, and close streets, avenues, roads, ways, sidewalks, etc. Since the alley which is the subject of this letter
has never been opened or used as such, and since the abutting
property owners have other means of access to their properties,
there is no need for its use. No one's rights is abridged or
destroyed.
In closing, I would like to cite a statement from a W. Va.
Case (48 W. Va. 170) as follows: "Non use of a highway by the
public for many years is prima facie evidence of abandonment, but
the abandonment must be voluntary and intentional." In the instant
matter, I do not believe that anyone can deny that this alley has
been abandoned since 1918, as it has never been used, except in
isolated instances, and the abandonment has been voluntary.
I trust that you will bring these facts before the City
of Nitro Council at its meeting on Tuesday, August 3_, 1976.,, I
would hope that the Council will formally abandon this alley.
Sincerely.

A

Theodore H. Ghi
THG:ehc
c. c.

Mickey H. Lemon

232 Brookhaven Drive
Nitro, West V i r g i n i a

Mayor W i l l i a m G. Gibson
City Hall
Nitro, West V i r g i n i a
25143

25143

:

Dear B i l l :
It is with sincere regrets that I write this letter-ami—tender my resignation as C o u n c i l m a n , 1st Ward. As you know, I was
recejitly promoted by U n i o n Carbide to a position w h i c h w i l l
necessitate my moving-from Nitro to the Houston, Texas area.
I wish-to take this opportunity to thank you, the Council
members and our fine city employees for all the help and
assistance they have accorded me since I was first appointed
to the C o u n c i l . It has been a memorable, gratifying experience,
My best wishes to you and the Council for a very productive
term serving the citizens of Nitro.
rely,

Ron R i t c h i e
CounciIman
1st Ward
RR/gt

Mr. Ron Ritchie
232 Brookhaven Drive
Nitre, West V i r g i n i a

;
25143

JULY4.1776

Mayor W i l 1 i a m G. Gibson
City H a l l
Nitro, West V i r g i n i a

25143

THIS AGREEMENT, Made and entered into this the

V
£?

day of June, 1975, by and between THE CITY OF NITRO, a Municipal Corporation under the laws of the State of West Virginia,
party of the first part, and ESTILL & GREENLEE, INC., a West
Virginia Corporation, party of the second part.
WHEREAS, the party of the second part owns certain acreage
located in the City limits of the party of the first part; and
WHEREAS, the party of the second part desires approval; of
!

two maps, the first entitled "Brookhaven Subdivision Section
#14 Lots 1 through 3^ xxx," prepared by D. K. Carr, R.P.C.E.,
dated August 21, 1972, subdividing part of its acreage into
thirty-four

r

(3*0 lots, and the second ji_s entitled "Brookhaven

Subdivision Section #15 - Lots 1 to 57 inclusive xxx," prepared

i

by D. K. Carr, R . P . C . E . , dated January 1, 1973, subdividing part of its

acreage into f i f t y - s e v e n ( 5 7 ) lots; and

WHEREAS, said ninety-one ( 9 1 ) lots as proposed to be subdivided comply in all respects w i t h all ordinances and subdivision
rules and regulations

of the party of the first p a r t ; and

WHEREAS, the existing surface water drainage system serving
lands that adjoin said ninety-one (91) lots is deemed by the party
of the first part to be overtaxed, and as a consequence t h e r e o f ,
the party of the first part will not approve the subdivision of
ninety-one (91) lots unless the party of the second part makes

provision for the party of the first part to receive the sum of
Sixth-Eight Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars

($68,250.00) to-

ward the improvement of said surface water drainage system.
NOW, THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH : That for and in
consideration of the premises and in the further consideration of
the party of the second part's agreement to impose as a covenant
running with the land that the owner or each of said ninety-one
(91) lots, as a one time only charge, will on application to the
party of the first part for a building permit to construct a dwelling house and accessory structures on said lot tender in addition
to the required building permit fee, the sum of Seven Hundred Fifty
Dollars ($750.00) which sum of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00)
shall be retained by the party of the first part when it issues said
requested building permit on the terms and conditions hereinafter
set forth.
(1)

That the party of the first part hereby approves the sub-

division of the aforesaid ninety-one (91) lots and will immediately
cause its approval to be properly entered on said two maps showing
said ninety-one

(91) lots in recordable form so that the party of

the second part can file said maps In the Office of the Clerk of
the County Court of Kanawha County, West Virginia, in compliance
with all applicable laws.
(2)

That the party of the first part will issue all building

permits requested by the party of the second part, its successors
and assigns, for the construction of dwelling houses and accessory
structures on said ninety-one (91) lots, provided all proposed construction complies with the zoning ordinances of the City of Nitro
-2-

and any and all applicable State and Federal laws and regulations.
Such permits will be issued within a reasonable time from the date
of the request.
(3)

That all monies received by the party of the first part

from the covenant to pay to it the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty
Dollars ($750.00) on the issuance of the building permit to construct a dwelling house and accessory structures on each of said ninety-one (91) lots will be deposited by the party of the first part
in a special account that will not be drawn upon for any purpose
other than improving the surface water drainage system serving and
lying within the subdivision known as Brookhaveri.
(4)

That if the party of the first part does not, for any re-

ason other than failure to comply with the zoning ordinances of the
City of Nitro as now exist, issue to the party of the second part,
its successors and assigns, building permits to construct dwelling
houses and accessory structures on each of said ninety-one (91) lots, it will return to the payee the said Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars
($750.00) tendered with the building permit application.
(5)

It is understood and agreed that upon payment of the sum

of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) for each of said ninety-one
(91) lots, that each such lot shall be free of said covenant and all
future building permits sought for such lot shall be issued without
payment of any sum pursuant to the terms of this Agreement and said
covenant running with the land. Further, the issuance of a building
permit for each such lot shall be conclusive evidence that said covenant has been complied with and be tantamount to a release of said

lot from said covenant.
This Agreement Is binding on the parties hereto and their employees, successors and assigns.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Nitro, a Municipal Corporation,
has caused its name to be signed and its seal to be affixed hereto
by its duly authorized officer, and Estill & Greenlee, Inc., a West
Virginia Corporation, has caused its corporate name to be signed and
its corporate seal to be affixed hereto by its duly authorized officer, the month,' day and year first above written.
THE CITY OF NITRO,
a Municipal Corporation

(SEAL)

BY :

Its
ESTILL & GREENLEE, .INC.,
a West Virginia Corpgratlon

(SEAL)

BY:
Its President
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at Ridenour Park. Mayor Gibson stated that this was a complete
surprise to him and that this was the first time he had ever
heard of these problems. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
visit the water shed and inspect the problems.
CITY RECORDER TOM MELTON: City Recorder Melton stated that
the Finance Committee had met and discussed the corrections made
on the Financial Statement for April 1975. Melton stated that there
was a ten cent error on the statement and that he was trying to
find it. City Recorder Melton stated that the Finance Committee
had met about the Planned Use Needed for 75-76 Revenue Sharing.
He stated that the City had $143,959.00 in Revenue Sharing money.
City Recorder Melton stated that the Finance Committee had approved
the allocations for the City after spending hours in a Finance
Committee Meeting. Melton made a motion that the allocations
be approved by council. Councilman Hill seconded the motion.
Councilman Lilly stated that the entire council was suppose to
decide on the utilizations of the revenue sharing money and that
he wanted
to have some input on this matter. Mayor Gibson stated
that he intended to call a special meeting on the revenue sharing
budget and that he would notify members in writing. The motion
at this time was withdrew from the floor. The Revenue Sharing
report is as follows:
Policeman
Police Cruiser
Street Repair
Storm Drain
Maintenance Man
Public Safety
KVRT Membership
Recreation Department
Library
General Government
Municipal Garage
Exterior City Hall & Office

8,000.00
4,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
7,000.00
14,500.00
500.00
48,000.00
20,000.00
459.00
17,000.00
4,500.00

Mayor Gibson stated that council meeting be recessed until
June 5, 1975. Councilman Casebolt made a recommendation that the
meeting be recessed. Councilman Hill seconded the motion. The
vote passed.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL RECESSED MEETING
JUNE 5, 1975

The Council met in recessed session on June 5, 1975, at
8:00 P.M. to discuss the Nitro Sanitary Board Rate Case and
related Resolution. Present at the meeting were Mayor William
D. Gibson, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul
Hill, Councilman David Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt. Also
present for the meeting was F. Douglass Bess, Sanitary Board
Member, Dennis Vaughan Jr., Attorney Nitro Sanitary Board, Mr.
Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Mr. Habib, Appalachian
Engineers and Stephen Mullins, Recreation Director.
The meeting was called to order by Honorable William D.
Gibson.
Dennis Vaughan, Attorney for Nitro Sanitary Board stated
that the Public Service Commission of the State of West Virginia
on June 3, 1975 intered an Order Case Number 8,099. The rates have
been granted as requested and approved with the exception of the
rate as applied to the outside rate for the customers situated
outside City limits. Attorney Vaughan passed out to the members
of Council copies of the order as handed down by the Public Service
Commission. The order is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman at Large Allen asked if outside customers were including
Rock Branch. Mr. Vaughan stated that this did not relate to Rock
Branch as they come under the contract agreement. He stated that
this contract agreement had been approved by the Public Service
Commission as shown in the Order on page 5 item number three.
Attorney Vaughan passed out to members of Council copies of the
Resolution as pertains to interim financing which was passed by the
Sanitary Board June 5, 1975. A commitment has been received from
the Bank of Nitro for interim financing up to the sum of $400,000.00
Mr. Vaughan stated that funds will be coming from the Governor's
Office, State of West Virginia and E.P.A. Federal Grants and also
the Civic Benefits Association. The interim financing will provide
the actual starting of cash for construction. The Bank of Nitro has
commited to give the interim financing fund to the Nitro Sanitary
Board at the rate of 5% per annum. Mr. Vaughan stated that the Bank
of Nitro had set forth conditions to be met by the Nitro Sanitary
Board. One of these being a Resolution and other documentation.
Mr. Vaughan further stated that the Nitro Sanitary Board met June
5, 1975 at 10:30 P.M. to pass the Resolution which he passed out
for Council's review. Mr. Vaughan also stated that the Bank of
Nitro wanted an opinion from him that the Sanitary Board had met
the requirements as set forth by them. The Resolution is as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE NITRO SANITARY BOARD
This Resolution made this 5th day of June, 1975, by the Nitro
Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, at a special
meeting of said Board,

WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, has made application to the United St at e~s Environmental
Protection Agency for a grant totalling One Million Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($1,200,000.00) for the construction of a secondary
sanitary sewage treatment facility and the extension of sewer lines
into the annexed areas of 40th Street and Riverdale Acres, and
WHEREAS, the said United States Environmental Protection
Agency has approved grants totalling One Million Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($1,200.000.00) and
WHEREAS, the State of West Virginia has made a grant to the
Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, totalling
Forty Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($40,600.00) to help finance
the proposed secondary sanitary sewage treatment project, and
WHEREAS, the Rock Branch Public Service District has agreed
to pay the sum of Nine Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Four Dollars
($9,654.00) in aid of such project, and
WHEREAS, the Civic Benefits Association has agreed to make
a contribution in the sum of Three Hundred Eighty Eight Thousand
Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($388,750.00) in aid of such project,and
WHEREAS, it will be necessary to have interim financing until
all of the grant monies have been received so as to start construction
as soon and expeditiously as possible,
NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, and interim financing agreement be entered
into with the Bank of Nitro, Nitro, West Virginia, with interim
financing up to an amount not to exceed Four Hundred Thousand Dollars
($400,000.00) with interest theron at the rate of five percent (5%)
per annum, such interest to commence upon the utilization of such
financing and to fund only on the amounts utilized and borrowed by
said Board, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Chairman/Mayor, William Gibson, is
hereby authorized by the Nitro Sanitary Board to execute any and all
ducuments relative to said interim financing agreement.
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Chairman
Member
At this point Mr. Vaughan stated that he has to be sure that
there is some method of paying the contractors before the Sanitary
Board can let them begin construction. Attorney Vaughan stated that
there was one Resolution which needs City Council's action and what
this Resolution does, on the first page, is to tract the history of
this, the reason for the constrction, this being the citation from
the Department of Natural Resources, you also have the projected
original cost of the project, the application to the E.P.A. and the
approval of E.P.A. of a grant for $1,200.000.00; the last item is
the State grant, for $40,000 for ineligible costs related to the
project. Then, you have the Rock Branch Public Servic-e District
agreement to make contributions in the amount of $9,654.00, then
the Civic Benefits Association agreement to provide $388,750.00
to defray the local share of the project. Next you have the approval
of Case Number 8099 of the PSC of the Rate Structure, then the
statement that the bids were taken from contractors and the purpose

I
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being, that the project was broken into two parts, then we have
the results of those bids and included therewith is the computation of the total project costs. The total bid costs of
$1,807,842.00, with additional costs thereon of $480,420.00
for a total eligible project cost of $2,216,262.00. Giving
a difference of $616,262.00. The original local share is
$400,000.00 and the present projected local share is $554,065.00.
The rounded difference is $156,000.00. Next you have the actual
Resolution which is the Council authorizing Nitro Sanitary
Board to make application to the United States Enviromental
Protection Agency to increase the original grant up to the sum
fo $1,662,196.00 being 75% of the present total project cost.
Mr. Vaughan stated that the next item authorizes the issuance of
revenue bonds issued by the Sanitary Board at the interest of 5%
per annum to the contractors to cover this $156,000.00 difference.
The final item is a further Resolution authorizing the Sanitary
Board to proceed with the processing of the application to the
Farmers Home Administration for the sum of $149,000.00 which is
the upper limits on their grants and the remaining $7,000.00 had
been covered through the Nitro Sanitary Board depreciation account
or such other funds as shall be available to the Nitro Sanitary
Board. Attorney Vaughan stated that the reason for the Resolution
is to provide a way to close this deal and start the contractors
working. The Resolution which was signed by all Councilmen with
the exception of Hugo Tidquist who was adsent reads as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL
This Resolution made this 5th day of June, 1975, at a recessed
meeting of the Nitro City Council, Nitro, West Virginia.
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, had been cited by the West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources for failure to have secondary sanitary sewage treatment
facilities, and
WHEREAS, the needed secondary sanitary sewage treatment plant
was projected to cost One Million Six Hundred Thousand Dollars
($1,600,000.00), and
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board has made application to
the United States Environmental Protection Agency for a grant to
construct a secondary sanitary sewage treatment facility and extension
of the existing sewer lines into the annexed areas of 40th Street
and Riverdale Acreas, and
WHEREAS, the said United States Environmental Protection Agency
had approved grants totalling Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000.00)
for ineligible costs related to the aforesaid project, and
WHEREAS, the Rock Branch Public Service District has agreed
to make a contribution in the sum of Nine Thousand Six Hundred
Fifty Four Dollar ($9,654.00) in the furtherance of such project, and
WHEREAS, the Civic Benefit Association had agreed to make a
contribution in the sum of Three Hundred Eighty Eight Thousand
Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($388,750.00) to defray the local share
of such project, and
<
WHEREAS, the Public Service Commission of the State of West
Virginia has by Order entered on the 3rd day of June, 1975, in
case number 8099, being the application of the City of Nitro
(Sanitary Board), approved the rates requested to provide funds,

8
necessary under the original proposed financing for such project,
and ,
WHEREAS, bids have been taken from contractors on the total
project which was broken into two parts for the purpose of
bidding, and
WHEREAS, on Contract No. 1, Kenneth M. Dunn was low bidder
for the sum of Nine Hundred Thirty Seven Thousand Thirty One
Dollars ($937,031.00) and Union Boiler was low bidder on Contract
No. 2 for the sum of Eight Hundred Seventy Thousand Eight Hundred
Eleven Dollars, ($870,811.00) for a total low bid by the way of
construction costs of One Million Eight Hundred Seven Thousand
Eight Hundred Forty Two Dollars ($1,807,842.00) and further costs
totalling Four Hundred Eight Thousand Four Hundred Twenty Dollars
($408,420.00) for a total eligible project cost of Two Million
TWQ Hundred Sixteen Thousand Two Hundred Sixty Two Dollars ($2,216,262.00)
thus leaving a total of Six Hundred Sixteen Thousand Two Hundred Sixty
Two Dollars ($616,262.00) difference between the original project
cost and the present project cost, and
WHEREAS, the local share of the present total of eligible project
cost is now Five Hundred Fifty Four Thousand Sixty Five Dollars
($554,065.00), for a difference of One Hundred Fifty Six Thousand
Dollars ($156,000.00) over said original eligible project cost of
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00), the same being additional
funds as the local share,
NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia, shall make application to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency to increase the original grant
up to a sum of One Million Six Hundred Sixty Two Thousand One
Hundred Ninety Six Dollars ($1,662,196.00) (being 75% of the present
total eligible project cost) and further,
BE IT RESOLVED that said Board is to enter into an agreement
with Kenneth M. Dunn on Contract No. 1 and Union Bioler Company on
Contract No. 2 whereby the excess difference of One Hundred Fifty Six
Thousand Dollars ($156,000.00) (being the additional needed local
share) shall be paid by way of the issuance of revenue bonds issued
by the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, to the
contractors, such revenue bonds to bear interest at the rate of five
percent (5%) per annum, and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City
of Nitro, West Virginia, is authorized to pursue the processing of an
application to the Farmers Home Administration for the sum of One
Hundred Forty Nine Thousand Dollars ($149,000.00) the remaining Seven
Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) to be obtained from the Sanitary Board
depreciation account or such other funds as shall be available to
Nitro Sanitary Board.
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William Gibson, Mayor
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON
At a session of the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST
VIRGINIA, at the Capitol in the City of Charleston on the 3rd day of
June, 1975.
CASE NO. 8099
THE CITY OF NITRO (Sanitary Board),
a municipal corporation.
Application for authority to change
rates, tolls and charges for furnishing
sewer service.
PROCEDURE
On December 13, 1974, The City of Nitro (Sanitary Board), a
municipal corporation, filed an application, duly verified, for authority
to change rates, tolls and charges for furnishing sewer service at Nitro
and vicinity, Kanawha and Putnam Counties.
By order entered on January 14, 1975, this matter was set
for hearing to be held in the Commission's Hearing Room at the Capitol
in the City of Charleston on March 31, 1975, at 9:30 a.m., EDST.

Said

order directed the applicant to appear and prosecute said application,
*
and ieave^was granted to interested parties to appear and file objection
to said application at any time on or before the date of hearing.
The aforesaid order further required the applicant to give
notice of the filing of said application and of the time and place of
hearing thereon by posting a copy of the order in a conspicuous place
where bills for sewer service are paid for a period of at least twenty
(20) days prior to March 31, 1975, for public inspection, and by publishing a copy of the order once a week for two (2) successive weeks,
/

the first publication to be made not more than thirty (30) days nor
less than fifteen (15) days prior to March 31, 1975, in newspapers published and of general circulation in the Counties of Kanawna and Putnam,
making due return thereof to the Commission on or before the day of
hearing.
Proper notice was given and the hearing was held as scheduled.
The applicant was represented by Dennis R. Vaughn, Jr., its counsel; L
William Gibson, Mayor of the City of Nitro; Donald D. Krisher, Accountant; and Robert Hayne, Engineer.

The Commission's staff was represented,

by C. Terry Owen, Attorney; Harold M. Howie, Accountant; and Jack Vickers
Engineer.

There were no letters of protest in the file and no protest-

ants appeared at the hearing.

At tho close of the hearing on March 31,

PUBLIC SKMVICB COMMISSION
Of WEST VIRGINIA
CHAKLt*TOM

1975, the case was submitted for decision,
EVIDENCE
The applicant, City of Nitro (Sanitary Board), provides sewer
service to approximately 2,229 customers in Nitro and vicinity, Kanawha
and Putnam Counties.

Also, upon completion of the proposed project the

applicant will treat the sewage from the Rock Branch Public.Service
District.

In this case, the applicant proposes to make improvements
«

to its sewage system consisting of extension of the sewer line into
annexed areas of 40th Street and Riverdale Acres, and to upgrade its
sewage treatment plant to provide secondary treatment sufficient to meet
the requirements of the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources
and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The proposed improvements

are estimated to cost $1,600,000 plus an estimated $25,000 interest cost
for interim financing.

The project is to be financed by a grant from the

Environmental Protection Agency in the amount of $1,200,000; a grant from
the State of West Virginia in the amount of $40,600; a contribution from
the Rock Branch Public Service District in the amount of $20,000; and
a contribution from the Civic Benefit Association in the amount of
$388,750

_This would leave $24,350 above what is estimated to be needed

for the project to be used for certain inelgible grant items.
The applicant originally proposed to finance these improvements with a bond issue of $396,000 for 35 years, requiring an annual
debt service of $39,758.

Subsequently, the Civic Benefit Association,

which is composed of various chemical plants in the area and who in the
past have made regular monthly contributions to the City of Nitro, agreed
to make a contribution of $388,750 to the City of Nitro to be used by
the Sanitary Board for its proposed sewer improvements.

It was also

understood that the Civic Benefit Association would make no more contributions to the City of Nitro for the next ten years and the Sanitary
Board would in turn transfer $38,875 each year for the next ten years
to the City General Revenue Fund.

As a result of this rather unique

arrangement, the applicant will in effect be obtaining an interest free
"loan" to be repaid in ten years rather than having to discharge the
,\y proposed bond issue of $396,000

period.

The benefit and saving to the customer is obvious.
The accounting evidence presented by the applicant and that

presented by the Commission's staff differ in several areas, none of
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which do we believe to be pertinent to the deciding of this case. On a
cash basis, the staff report showed that under the proposed rates the
applicant would have a cash surplus of $8,702 after all necessary expenses and obligations are paid.

For the same test year, the applicant's

accounting evidence showed a cash surplus of $14,677.
COMMENTS

It appears that the only issue to be decided in this case is
the matter of the proposed rates applicable outside the corporate limits
of the City of Nitro, representing a 25% increase over the rates proposed
in the City.

Although the rates presently approved for the applicant

contain a higher rate for customers outside the City, those customers
have always been billed at the same rate as the in-city customers.
Since the applicant introduced no cost evidence to justify this increased
rate outside the City and since the applicant further stated that the
effect of this outside rate on its revenues would be minimal, we see
no reason to deviate from past practice and will deny the proposed rates
applicable outside the city limits.
FINDINGS
(1)

The rates and charges under which the applicant is pre-

sently operating are not just and reasonable in that they do not produce
sufficient revenue to enable applicant to pay its reasonable and necessary operating expenses, service its debt, and provide a reasonable surplus for replacement, improvements, and the necessary expansion and
upgrading of its present sewer system.
(2) The applicant should be granted a certificate of convenjience and necessity to construct, operate and maintain a sewer system at
iNitro and vicinity, Kanawhaaid Putnam Counties.
(3)

The rates and charges as hereinafter set forth are just

and reasonable for the aforesaid purposes and should be approved.
(4)

The agreement between the applicant and the Rock Branch

Public Service District, dated August 6, 1974, should be approved.
'"''-'

,

ORDER

(1) The applicant is hereby granted a certificate of convenience and necessity to construct, operate and maintain a sewer system in
Nitro and vicinity, Kanawha and Putnam Counties.
(2)

The following rates and charges are hereby approved for
PUBLIC ••HVICB COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA
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sewage service furnished by the applicant to its

customers as of the date

of the completion of the improvement, extension and upgrading of its

sew-

age system:
APPLICABILITY

SCHEDULE #1

Applicable inside and outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE

Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATE (Based upon the metered amount of water supplied)
Hist
Next
Next
Next
Next
All Over

i

2,000 gallons
3,OOO gallons
25,000 gallons
70,000 gallons
100,000 gallons
200,000 gallons

used
used
used
used
used
used

per
per
per
per
per
per

month
month
month
month
month
month

MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE - 2,500 Gallons Per Month

$1.55
1.30
1.00
.88
.70
.54

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand gallons
thousand gallons •
thousand gallons
thousand gallons
thousand gallons
thousand gallons

$3.75

IELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY

The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full within ten (10) days
of the date of bill, ten percent (10%) will be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING

the above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly or bi-monthly basis,
providing no lower charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY

On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy buildings, each family or
business unit shall be required to pay not less than the minimum monthly charge
herein established. Motels and hotels shall pay according to the metered amount
of water used. So-called mobile hones or house trailers grouped on so-called
trailer courts will be billed like any other multiple-occupancy units.
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on sites other than a park
or court shall be billed in the same manner as any other family or business
unit and, if applicable, subject to the multiple occupancy provision of this rate
schedule.
APPLICABILITY

SCHEDUIE #2 '

INDUSTfllAL SERVICE

The charge for the treatment of industrial waste will be calculated on the basis of
the following formula:
Ci=VoVi+BoBi+SoSi
Ci=charge to industrial users per year.
Vo=average unit cost of transport and treatment chargeable to volume, in dollars
per gallon.
Vi=volune of waste water from industrial users, in gallons per year, r
-Bo=average unit cost of treatment, chargeable to Biochemical Cyygen Demand (BOD),
in dollars per pound.
Bi=weight of BOD from industrial users, in pounds per year.
So=average unit cost of treatment (including sludge treatment) chargeable to total
solids, in dollars per pound.
PUBLIC •KMVICK COMMIIAION
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Si=weight of total solids fron industrial users, in pounds per year.
When an industrial user is to be served, a preliminary study of its waste, and
the cost of transport and treatment thereof, will be made. Waste containing
materials which, in the judgement of the Sanitary Board, should not be introduced
into the sewer system need not be handled by it. The results of this preliminary
study will be used to determine the feasibility of the proposed sewer service and
the charge therefor, based upon the formula set out above.
Thereafter, industrial sewage will be monitored on a regular basis and at the conclusion of each fiscal year, based on the investigation aforesaid and audit of
Sanitary Board records, new cost figures will be calculated for use in the above
formula. The cost of establishing the monitoring facilities shall be paid by
the industrial user. Based on these audited figures, additional billings covering the past fiscal year will be made for payment by each industrial user, or
refund given by the Sanitary Board, as the case may be. Such audited figures
will be used for the preliminary billing for the next fiscal year, at the end of
which an adjustment will be made as aforesaid.
APPLICABILITY

SCHEDULE #3

Applicable inside and outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
Where the amount of sanitary
system by certain industrial
the use of the plant's water
whereby such plant or plants
a sewer charge calculated at
the plant each working day.

sewage discharged into the Nitro waste treatment
plant or plants cannot be accurately determined by
meter or meters, a special formula will be used
will pay to the~Sanitary Board of the .City of Nitro
fifty (50) gallons of water per each employee at

APPLICABILITY

SCHEDULE #4

Applicable inside and outside the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
SERVICE OCNNECTICN FEE
1. Service Connection Inspection Fee -

$25.00

To apply where the service connection is in place ready for the owner to
connect, generally at the property line.
2.

Service Connection Fee -

$150.00

To apply where an opening must be made by the Sanitary Board in said Sanitary
Board's collector sewer, and service line laid from such opening (tap) to
owner's property line.
(3)

The agreement between the applicant and the Rock Branch

Public Service District, dated August 6, 1974, is hereby approved.
(4)

Applicant shall file with the Commission as of the date

of the completion of the improvements and upgrading of its

sewer system

a tariff or tariff sheets stating the rates and charges herein approved.

A Copy.

S.'Grbver Smith//J:W'
Secretary
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I
Council

Members

ATTEST:
I, Thomas Melton, do hereby attest to the following signatures
of the above individuals, being members of the Nitro City Council
present at the recessed meeting held on June 5, 1975.
Thomas Melton, Recorder

I

I

The Nitro Sanitary Board Wastewater Collection and Treatment
Financial Analysis is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion to pass the Resolution.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen. The vote
of approval was uananimous. Councilman at Large Allen asked when
the project should be starting. Mr. Robert Hayne stated that it
would be between July 1, and the 15th.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like Council to go over
the Planned Use Needed For 75-76 Revenue Sharing which was first
discussed during the June 5, 1975 Council meeting. Mayor Gibson
stated that Councilman at Large Tidquist and City Recorder Tom
Melton were not present for the meeting but that they would go
along with council on the approval of the Revenue Sharing Plan.
Mayor Gibson stated that this plan had to be sent to the Department
of Treasury in Washington, D.C. before June 24, 1975. Councilman
Lilly asked how long the City had had the application? Mayor
Gibson stated that the City received it on April 25, 1975.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked what the $7,000.00 for maintenance
man was exactly for? Councilman Hart stated that this was for
the weed cutter but that they wanted to give a different name
for it because he does more than cut weeds. Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that he had no idea what had been discussed and how
much time had been spent on this matter.- Priddy asked about the
$14,500.00 allocated for Public Safety? Mayor Gibson's answer was
rather vague as to what this was for at this particular time.
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that in years past all of
Council has gone over the plans and decided all the allocations.
Mayor Gibson stated that this was what he was attempting to do
now. Councilman Hart read over the following plan and emphasized
the main points:
Policeman
Police Cruiser

8,000.00
4,000.00

IU
Street Repair
Storm Drain
Maintenance Man
Public Safety (Miscellaneous)
KVRT Membership
Recreation Department
Library
General Government
Municipal Garage
Exterior City Hall & Office

10,000.00
10,000.00
7,000.00
14,500.00
500.00
48,000.00
20,000.00
459.00
17,000.00
4,500.00

Councilman Casebolt stated that the planned expenditures
looked good to him. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that on
the last Revenue Sharing Plan for the Library we allocated $26,000.00
and this one we allocated $20,000.00 and he wondered why we
needed the additional? Councilman Hart stated that only the cheaper
things such as carpet and the air conditioning had been purchased
and there were a lot of exterior expenses to be met. Councilman
Lilly stated that the entire Council was suppose to be a part
of Revenue Sharing Committee and that he had never been invited
to attend a meeting on this matter. Councilman Lilly stated
that he didn't appreciate this at all and that he wanted to have
some input in this matter. Mayor Gibson stated that he was being
asked now for his input. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he
had not even had an accounting of the expenditures of last years
Revenue Sharing money. Councilman at Large Allen emphasized to
Mr. Priddy that he did not appreciate any implication of dishonesty
on his part and that he should come to City Hall and get a monthly
account on the expenditures if he so desired. Councilman at Large
Allen made a motion at this time to adjourned the meeting.
Councilman Hill seconded the motion. All Councilmen voted in
favor of adjourning except for Councilman at Large Priddy and
Councilman Lilly who opposed.

Mayor
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 17, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on June 17, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. Present for
the meeting were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman
David Hart, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson, Invocation was given by Reverend James Horton of the
First Baptist Church of Nitro.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: JUNE 3, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor
Gibson stated that each member had received in the mail a copy of
the minutes of the previous meeting and had been given a chance to
review them. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the minutes
be approved. Councilman Hill seconded the motion. On page 3 of the
minutes, under the Financial Report, Councilman Lilly asked if the
statement was in April or May. Treasurer Melton replied that it
was in April. Councilman Lilly also brought up the $10,000.00
mistake in May. Treasurer Melton then replied that the mistake
was in the total figures in July. It was a typographical error
and the original figure was $56,133.03. The total at the bottom
agrees with the total disbursements through the month of April.
Councilman Lilly then stated that as near as he could recall, it
was during this time that a motion was made to accept the Finance
Committee plans for Revenue Sharing, this motion was seconded,
and while the motion was on the floor it was asked if there were
any questions. Councilman Lilly stated that the statement he
made was by act of council that all of the councilmen were on
the Revenue Sharing Committee. Lilly stated that he for one wanted
to know how the funds were being spent. At which time the Mayor
stated that he intended to call a special meeting and he believed
that it would be notified in writing. The motion and second was
withdrawn. Councilman Lilly then suggested that these corrections
be added to the minutes. The motion passed by unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR; JUNE 5, 1975 RECESSED MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that these minutes, also had been mailed to
each councilman. Councilman Hill made a motion that these minutes
be approved. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. It was then
questioned by Councilman Lilly on page 13 of the minutes that in
addition to Councilman at Large Tidquist being absent at this
meeting Thomas Melton was also not present. He asked that notations
be placed in the minutes that when the question was asked about the
Public Safety on the Revenue Sharing report of $14,500.00 that
it was vague as to what it was for at that time. On the following
page Councilman Lilly stated that as the question was on the
floor concerning the Revenue Sharing that there was a motion

IZ
to adjourn
that there
Councilman
was passed

and a second. He wanted it to be shown in the minutes
were two councilmen who voted against the adjournment,
at Large Priddy and Councilman Thomas Lilly. The motion
by unanimous vote.

APPROVAL OF MAY 1975 FINANCIAL STATEMENT; Recorder Melton,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that all councilmen
had been given a copy of the statement. Recorder Melton then stated
that the corrections had been as Councilman Lilly had suggested,
but that the figure at the bottom was correct in the July statement.
At the end of May our cash on had was $71,175.19 as was reported
at the last Council meeting. He then made a motion that it be approved
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill. Councilman Lilly stated
that he had only had the Financial Statement for approximately
7 to 14 minutes and had not had a chance to review it. Recorder
Melton stated more time was utilized in the preparing of the
financial statement to eliminate typographical errors and to ensure
accuracy. Councilman at Large Priddy then asked if there was any
report on the Revenue Sharing Savings. Recorder Melton stated no,
but he telephoned the bank and received a figure as of that day
$122,246.54, that was in the savings account. There was one check
in this fiscal year to be received the first week of July. Councilman
at Large Priddy stated that Revenue Sharing Guide Book states that
the same accounting auditing reporting procedures apply for Revenue
Sharing after it is received by the municipalities as applied to the
other funds in there General Revenue Receipt. The Mayor then stated
that the Revenue Sharing account was recently audited by the
State Tax Department. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he
was only concerned with a monthly Revenue Sharing Report. Recorder
Melton said this could be arranged. Mayor Gibson then asked Recorder
Melton if he had conducted the financial statement the same as he
had in the past months. Recorder Melton replied, yes I have. When
questions for changes are brought up they go before the Finance
Committee. Councilman Lilly then asked if it had been suggested that
a statement be made for example, Revenue Sharing savings account,
with any withdraws or additions. Recorder Melton stated that
Councilman Priddy had asked why the Revenue Sharing Savings Statement
is not monthly the reason given was the bank sends a statement
twice a year, but it had not been asked to be made monthly. Melton
stated that it could be placed on as of a certain date, and will
be from now on. All councilmen voted in favor except for Councilman
at Large Priddy and Councilman Lilly.
APPROVAL OF GENERAL REVENUE SHARING REPORT FOR ENTITLEMENT
PERIOD JULY 1, 1975 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1976; TREASURER MELTON,
CHAIRMAN FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE; Treasurer Tom Melton stated that
the only minor changes in this allotment were made, such as the
City Garage and a payment under the column of General Government a
figure of $459.00 . Mr. Melton stated that since the Finance
Committee recomendation was unanimous as chairman he would make a
motion that the allocations be sent to the Federal Government for the
Fiscal year of 1975-1976. It was then seconded by Councilman at Large
Allen. Councilman Lilly then stated that he had a question.
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Councilman Lilly stated that he is an elected representative
to the fourth ward to the City of Nitro and he wanted it to be
known to the fourth ward that he'd been denied the opportunity
for input of Planned Use in the Revenue Sharing Report for
July 1, 1975 - June 30, 1976. Mayor Gibson then stated that
Councilman Lilly was completely incorrect in his statement,
that he has had an opportunity in the two meetings to have
any amount of input he might want. Councilman Lilly then referred
to the recessed minutes of June 5, 1975, on the last page, that
immediately proceeding the first voice of input, that following
one question leading to adjournment of which he objected,
because he had no opportunity for any input. Lilly stated that
on council minutes of April 16, 1974, there was called a Revenue
Sharing Meeting of the council. Then on June 18, 1974 after two
meetings it was announced and approved on council floor. All
councilmen had an opportunity for input in to this. He had no
knowledge of the amount of Revenue Sharing until the last
council meeting stated Councilman Lilly. The Mayor asked if there
were any more questions. All councilmen voted in favor of the
Report except for Councilman at Large Keith Priddy and Councilman
Lilly who opposed.
BROOKHAVEN STORM DRAIN AGREEMENT: In the absence of Frank
Armada, City Attorney, Councilman Hart made the report. Each
Councilman was given a copy of the agreement between the City
of Nitro and Estill and Greenlee. The agreement is attached hereto and
made a part hereof. The agreement was signed on June 16, 1975 by
Mayor Gibson and Paul Greenlee so that they might proceed with
the opening of two sections within the Brookhaven Subdivision.
GAS LEAK, FENTON CIRCLE: Mayor Gibson reported on this leak.
Mayor Gibson stated that he looked over the location with Robert
Dodd of the Department of Mines, Oil and Gas Division, about this
problem. Mr. Dodd indicated that the problem would be taken
care of, in possibly two months.
./
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to appoint Michael
Kent Toney as Commissioner of the Housing Authority, in the City
of Nitro for the remainder of Charles Smith unexpired term. He
also stated that he had talked to the Michie Publishing Company
in effort to find out when the City Code would arrive. There
was no opposition to Mayor Gibson's request.
Mayor Gibson stated the Fire Chief of Nitro had informed him that
the wiring needs to be brought up to dace. He asked the Building
and Planning and Fire Department Committees to check out the problem
and report back. Also the Fire Chief is checking the fire hydrants.
Mayor Gibson then read a letter from Appalachian Engineers
*--'
concerning the new Maintenance Garage. The letter is attached
hereto and made a part hereof. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that as soon as the specifications came in that the garage go up
for bids. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. The
vote of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson stated that Lefty Burdette of Burdette Oil and
Gas, Inc., was fined for the degrading of property at 21st Street.
Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion to contract Mr. Armada to
take some action against him. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded
the motion. The voted of approval was unanimous.

Mayor Gibson read a letter from Nitro Lion's Club Little
League asking if they could have Hat Day on the 23rd and 24th
of June. Councilman Lilly made a motion to accept their
recommendation. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The
vote of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson received a letter from Mr. Ken Kobetsky the
Director of Traffic Enginneering Division. This letter had
to do with the widening of Plant Road, and the relocation of
a light pole. Councilman Lilly made a motion to relocate the
light pole. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion.
The vote of approval was unanimous. The letter is attached hereto
and made a part hereof.
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CITY RECORDER, TOM MELTON: No new business.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY: No new business.
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt asked if
the lights at Ridenour Memorial Park would be put up soon? Mayor
Gibson stated that hopefully they would be put up by the end of
the summer.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that the Insurance Committee had a meeting and they
suggested that the City update the current requirements for liability
insurance and street and sidewalk insurance which is due for renewal
on July 20, 1975. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made the motion
that these requirements be approved. Councilman at Large Priddy
seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous with
Councilman Lilly abstaining.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had been trying to get the doors
fixed on the Library but could not get a hold of a carpender .
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COUNCILMAN DAVID HART: Councilman Hart stated that fire hydrants
were needed on Barrington Road, and Brentwood Circle. Councilman
Hart made a motion that the fire hydrants be installed. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. Councilman Lilly then requested
that the fire hydrant in front of City Hall be fixed. Councilman
Hart at this time withdrew his former motion and stated that proper
installation of fire hydrants were needed in the area of Brookhaven
and in front of City Hall. It was then seconded by Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen. All councilmen voted in favor.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: No new business.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: No new business.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that a Recreation Meeting was held, and a police check was
needed on 3rd Avenue and 15th Street because people were not
observing the one way sign.
Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The
vote passed.
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 1, 1975
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on July 1, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Those present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill and City Attorney
Frank Armada. Absent were Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, and Councilman David Hart.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gib son.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JUNE 17, 1975, MEETING: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each member had received a copy of
the minutes for the previous meeting in the mail and had been
given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hill. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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JUNE, 1975, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Chair:
Finance Committee, gave the following report:
Balance on hand May 31, 1975
71,175.19
Receipts for the month of June
37,963.20
Disbursements for June
54,381.62
Balance June 30, 1975
54,756.77

i of
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WIRING AND BATHROOM REPAIRS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT AND
IMPROVEMENTS TO CITY HALL: Councilman Hill, Chairman of
and Planning Committee, explained that his committee and the Fire
Department Committee had been working together on the specifications
and planning. At this point he passed out specifications. Councilman Hill made a motion that the material be purchased and the
rewiring be installed by a licensed electrician for the Fire
Department. This motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and
passed by unanimous vote. Councilman Hill's second motion was for
the material for the Fire Department bathroom, Municipal Service
Office and exterior window enclosings to be let for bids, with the
bids to be opened at the regular council meeting on July 15, 1975,
at 8:00 P.M. Also mentioned was to hire a carpenter and electrician
to install the material. This motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and passes by unanimous vote. It was agreed this would be
paid for out of Revenue Sharing Funds.
NEW BUSINESS

I

Mayor Gibson announced that he would like to appoint a new
member to the Library Commission to fill the unexpired term of
Mr. David Hart who was recently appointed as Councilman of the
First Ward. His choice for the appointment was Mr. Kenneth
C. Scott of 107 Norwood Road, Nitro, West Virginia.

Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Joseph S. Jones, State
Highway Engineer of Construction, regarding the installation of
a traffic light at the intersection of Route 25 and 40th Street
in Nitro. With the letter was a Resolution and an Agreement to
be signed by the Mayor. Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, explained
that the agreement is a standard contract which the Department
of Highways uses with the installation of highway traffic
control devices. It simply outlines the responsibilities of
the state and the City in reference to the installation and
maintenance. Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the title of
the Resolution as follows:
RESOLUTION BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA,
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS WITH REGARD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL
LIMITS OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.
A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Resolution be
adopted. Councilman Hill seconded the motion. All present voted
in favor of approval.
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RECORDER. TOM MELTON: No new business.
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT;Councilman Casebolt wanted to know
if the City of the State were responsible for correcting the high
berm left along Blake Road just below the dam when the road was
repaved, and also who would be liable in case an accident resulted
from this. Mr. Frank Armada stated that it was the responsibility
of the State to maintain this road. Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Armada
to write a letter to the Department of Highways concerning this
matter. Mr. Armada suggested that the City install a sign to warn
drivers of the potential danger. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that two signs be installed to warn approaching motorists of the
danger. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist
and the vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman Casebolt presented to Council a petition signed
by nineteen residents of Washington Avenue between Smith and Ash
Streets. After some discussion, Councilman Casebolt made a motion
that the earlier vote on renumbering of Washington Avenue be repealed and no action taken until City Council studies the matter
further. Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion. The vote
of approval was unanimous.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to have this
matter referred to the Street Numbering Committee, and if possible
have a report back for the next council meeting.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN: No new business.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL; No new business.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist reported that the residents of Hulbert Heights and
Cochran Circle would like to have street signs erected at the
intersection of 40th Street Road. He made a motion that this be
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done. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The vote of
approval was unanimous.
Councilman at Large Tidquist reported on the Recreation
Committee stating that the pool had been closed one day because
of too much iron in the water, and one day because of a burned
out motor, which had been repaired. Mr. Tidquist reported that
the City does not have a standby motor for the pump at the pool,
and he thought it would be a good idea to buy one. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that the recommendation be followed and
a motor be purchased. Mr. Tidquist added that the Recreation
Department had purchased a scale for the chlorine cylinders
at the pool. This was required by the health department. Councilman
at Large Tidquist seconded the motion made by Councilman Casebolt.
All present voted in favor.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like for the
Recreation Department to purchase five additional sets of oars
for the fishing boats at Ridenour Memorial Park.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill. The motion carried.
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uaounrzoi BT TOE COCHCIL OF TEE cmr o* nmw. wm vntcmA,
THE BtBCUTtOH OF AS AfiRBHHWT VtTH THE WF.ST vnCTXIA !>1?AF.T*B!ST Of HXCfWATi
WITB REGARD TO TW ISTABUSISIEST AW) MAirTTOA!lCB OF TRAFFIC COSTtOl
WITBXH TRI HUniCIFAL LIWTTS OF TUB C1TT OF ?tlTt«. WIST 7IRCW1A.
BE IT RESOLTE1) BY TRE CTTT OF K1TRO, FCTHAM CUUSI1, WOT
AB FOLLOWf t

X. That th« dcly *nd le?*llv *uthorlK«d mod c<matitut*d official
ef th« City of ^Itrw, wawt Virginia, b* and »»« In h«»r«1>T authorl««d ta
axacata, acknowledge and deliver on babalf of tha City aa agraavant vlth tha
Uaat Virginia DapartiMitt of J'lfchv«v« with ragar4 to tha aatabllahiwat aad
•alatananca ef traffic control device* wltbjn Ita eoraeraUi lltdta, a 0*07 of
which agreaaiant la attached hereto and nad« a part haraof.
2. JUeolv»«i further that tha City Clark or Reeordar d* prcparly
attaat tha •iffoattirn of Mid official and affix tb« aaal of thai City to aald

On notion duly wide by
aaconded hy

. the City Council of

_

Hitro, Uaat Virginia, do«a hereby apottn

and authorise tha adoption of aald

raaolatlon.
STATE OF WKST VTHCXKIA

cotum* OF mrrsAM
KUM1CIPALIT? OF MITRD

I, „,

, CITY CLEM AID HCOIOIVQ OFFICE!

of aald Municipality, do hereby certify that the foregoing ara true eepiea
from tha racorda or order «ada and entered by tha Council of aald •wi
on tha

day of

, 19_______..

CLEtX AKD ItCOffiEK

A C R E S K E 3T

TITS ACtlEMEKT. na4a this
It

Say of

, by and batvaen tha Vaat Virginia Oapartaant of Hajayafa, a

haralnafter daaignatad "Dapartnaat," party of tha firat part, and tha City af
Vitro, a Municipal corporation, Putnan County, Ve«t Virginia, hereinafter
daoignatod aa "City," party of tha aacond part,

T11AT WHEREAS, Dapartnant and City hare Mutually agread with reapect
to tha Installation of a traffic signal at tha intersection of WA Haute 25
and County Route 25/7 (40th Street) in Hitro, and
WHEREAS, pursuant to tha terns and provisions of tha Offlaial Coda of
West Virginia, 1931, as axmtded, Chaptar 17, Article 2A, Section I, Subsection
32, and Chaptar 17C, Article 3, Sections I. 2 and 3, at aaa,., tha Coamisaionar
of tha West Virginia Dapartaent of Highways has tha power end authority to
enter into the ««ld agreement for the piecing and Maintaining of traffic control
devices and siana on State highway*, and
VHCKEAS. by resolution bearing data tha
19

day of

,

, tha Council of tha City of Nltro, hava authorlaad and dlra«to4 tha

propar authoritiaa to axacnta, acknowladga, and dallvor an agrsannnt an bohalf
of aaid City, aattlng out tha tama.and condltiona tharaof, a copy of ufeleh
maolutlon la afflxad to this agraennnt and aada a part haraof, and
UKUtKAS, Departnant and City ara daairoua of eaonorating in tha
adoption of ntlan, ragulatlooa, stipulations and conditions in ord*r to
aataaliah thair Mutual rcsponalbllltlas and oblipationa with ragard to tha
future naintenanca and oparstlon of aaid traffic signal,

mr, nnEroiK, TPT? tcKF.WKEFr nrnvn WITRESSEIF, that in eonaidaration of tha nutual eovsnants herein «nt«re*l into and tha autual bonafits to bo
darivnd by tha parties hereto, said Dapartnant an4 City do horaby
foil omit

It le agxattd that tl.e duties oiul ifcapouaibilltias with regard to thia
agraaacut inaofar a« i*|>&ru*int lu icoucurned »lu»ll canalat of tha following:
1. Pay ICO percaut of tha total cost of tha installation of tha
traffic si£cal syttt*.

2. Lat a contract for too construction of tha propoaad traffic
signal ayataa.
It ia furthar agraad that the dutlaa and raapoaaibilltiaa of City
with ro*ard to thia apracnant sliall conaiat of tha following:
1. Proparlr p«rfor« all aaiatonanca on tha laatallation.
2. Pay for ttta continuing jxwwir coat for tha traffic •I***!
ayatan.
3. IA no way altar or raa*<n any fMurt of tha traffic algaal
ayatan without prior approval of tha DasaxtajMt.

4. Vandt tha plaelnx on City prop«rty of a«y pola. aig»al»
' "'••' •ign"luf>porta> or any otnar appurtananeaa maeoaaary for
tha eoMplatia* of tha projact.
5. Vftlaimraa tha Dopartajant for any fMintanaaaa wa*fc or ropalr
worV that mat ba dona by tha Dopartawat wha« tha wort ia
bayoatf tha capabilltlaa of tha City.
6. To aoact appropriate lagialation and/or ragvlatlooa naaaaaai
to accoopliah the purpoaaa of thia afraoMat aad to aaforca
ai
IK WITNESS wWCTEOr. Waat Tiritiaia Papa t fa-tat of Bifhvaya. a
tion, haa eauaad it» eorporata naa« to ba ainnad harato by Ita Coioviaaioaar,
W. s. Ritchie, Jr., and It* corr*cr*ee 4*nl to ba affiaad harato by Ita
Rxacutlva Sacrotary, Edward n. Pout, both official* tharavnto duly authorlaod,
and III WITNESS MHCTlor, tb« City of Nitro, a Municipal corporation, haa caaaad
ita corporata aaaa to ba aiaaW horato by ita Mayor aad ita aarparata aaal to
ba affixad harato by Ita Citv Clark, having baoa dmly authoriaad vaaar aa4 by

1

Tirtue of a raaolutle!FutTifl'rc, OK, tT'a

Aw.' of

r. C.-«rsc-f.1 of i-t.a City of JUltro, Bounty »f
,

.,...._» J1',

..., a* of th« dir? «nd date
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

JULY 15, 1975

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers on July 15, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. Present for the meeting were Mayor
William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
David Hart, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Thomas
Lilly.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: JULY 1, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor Gibson stated that
each member had received in the mail a copy of the minutes of the previous
meeting and had been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Casebolt
made a motion that the minutes be approved. Councilman Hill seconded the motion.
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
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APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR JUNE. 1975: Recorder Melton, Chairman
of the Finance Committee, stated that all councilmen had been given a copy of
the statement. Melton stated that the balance for the end of June 1975 was
$54,756.77. Councilman Lilly asked Recorder Melton if he could get the Financial
Statement out any earlier? Melton stated that he was trying to get it out earlier
but that it was a problem at times to get it out any earlier. Councilman at Large
Tidquist asked if the Finance Statement could be held until next Council meeting?
Mayor Gibson stated that it could if Council so desired. It was decided to delay
approval until the next Council meeting.
BIDS OPENED FOR WIRING & BATH ROOM REPAIRS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT PLUS
MUNICIPAL SERVICE OFFICE AND ENCLOSED WINDOWS AT CITY HALL: Councilman Hill,
Chairman of the Building and Planning Committee stated that there was one bid
on the material and it was from Southern Supply of Nitro. Councilman Hill
stated that the bid from Southern Supply for the material was $3,468.21. This
bid does not include the exterior of City Hall for the moulding around the
windows which would be purchased directly from Central Glass of Charleston for
$700.00. With this amount added on to the original figure it makes the total
$4,168.21 stated Councilman Hill. This figure covers the Fire Department
restrooms, exterior of City Hall, the Municipal Service Office. Councilman
Casebolt stated that this bid did not include the power because it was not
that much. He stated that all the remodeling material except the box and the
rewiring of the fire department would be included in the total figure. Councilm'an
at Large Priddy asked how the labor would be handled? Councilman Hill stated that
the City would hire a carpenter and helper plus and electrician to do the work
at the going rate. Councilman Hill stated that the money would be coming out of
Revenue Sharing money. Recorder Melton stated that some of the money left over
from last years Revenue Sharing money would be used first. Councilman Hill
made a motion that the City purchase the material for the remodeling. Councilman
at Large Tidquist asked if that meant to accept the bid from Southern Supply?
Councilman Hill stated yes that this was the only bid received and that we should
accept it. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion on purchasing the
material. The vote of approval was unanimous.
STREET NUMBERING, WASHINGTON AVENUE: Councilman at Large Priddy stated that
he was absent last meeting and that he didn't know what was going on with the

matter and that he would like to meet with the Ward Councilman and discuss this
matter. Councilman at Large Priddy stated that after he talked with the Ward
Councilman he would call a committee meeting to settle this problem.
Mayor Gibson stated that the specifications for the Maintenance Garage
were being advertised. Councilman Casebolt stated that the specifications
were here and if anyone wanted to see them they could. The bids will be opened
and read aloud at the next council meeting.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked with Mr. Robert Dodd of the Oil and
Gas Division of the Department of Mines and that Mr. Dodd would like for the City
to write a letter stating that the City would be responsible for the repairs to
the street damaged by the repairing of the gas leak in the Fenton Circle and Main
Avenue area. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the letter be written.
Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote of approval was passed by unanimous
vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had a petition from the citizens of the Riverdale
Acres area concerning the bank errosion. The petition stated that the City should
take immediate action on adopting the Resolution directed by the Army Corp. of
Engineers to prevent and retard bank errosion which is deminishing the Kanawha River
Banks. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that Council accept the petition
and write a Resolution to this effect. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The
vote of approval was passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter from the Michie City
Publishing Company concerning the completion of the editorial work on the Nitro
City Code.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter from Mel Pennington asking
Council to pass a Resolution to make August 16, 1975 as "Band Day" in the City of
Nitro. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that this be passed. Councilman Lilly seconded
the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Award Contracts were given this week for upgrading
the Sanitary Sewer Plant and also the installation of Sanitary Sewer Lines in the
Riverdale Acres area and 40th Street Road area. One contract was awarded to the Union
Boiler Company for the construction of the wastewater treatment plant and the pump
stations. The other contract was awarded to Kenneth M. Dunn for the interceptors
and collection lines to be layed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that
|
there was a Recreation Committee meeting last Thursday evening. Councilman Tidquist
stated that Stephen Mullins should be congratulated on all the good work he has
done for the City of Nitro. Councilman Casebolt stated that the fireworks and the
4th of July celebration was a great success.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that on East 31st Street the street is
real narrow and some people have driveways that are being blocked by cars on the
other side of the street. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that maybe signs
should be put up stating no parking by these driveways. Councilman at Large Tidquist
also stated that there is a small piece of road connecting 31st Street East and
Easter Road that needs to have gravel put down in case of an emergency. Councilman

I

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAW-H'A AMD PUTNAM COUNTIES
WEST VIHGINTA
We the underslpned property,owners whose lands are situate
within the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia
upon the bank of the Great Kanawha River do hereby petition the City
Council of the City of Nitro, Kanawha County and Putnam County, West
Virginia to adopt by proper and lawful means a Resolution directed to
the Army Corp of Engineers directing that it take immediate and proper
action to prevent and retard the serious problem of bank erosion which
is diminishing, dispelling and destroying the river banks and adjacent
property all to the detriment of said property owners and the residents of the City in general.
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at Large Tidquist made a recommendation for the City to fix the road. Mayor
Gibson stated that maybe this should be put into the Street and Traffic Committee
until next council meeting. Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion that this
matter be put in the committee. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion. The vote
of approval was unanimous.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: No committee reports.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: Councilman Hill stated that the Ambulance Service
from St. Albans came to the scene of an emergency in Nitro and in 70 seconds
they had the man and were gone. Councilman Hill stated that he had sent a postcard
to the Temcorp Corporation about a dome to be placed over the swimming pool so
the City could use it year round. Councilman Hill stated that he would like for
someone to take this and get more information about this matter. Councilman Hill
,also stated that he would like to challenge someone to look into getting a
miniture golf course errected in the City of Nitro.
COUNCILMAN DAVID HART; No committee reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that
if anyone had any complaints about the bug misting being done by the Health
Department should call City Hall and give their suggestions. He stated that the
man operating the equipment is trying to do a good job.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that a new door had been put on the
library.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he had received a lot of compliments
concerning the traffic cop on 19th Street and the plant road area.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY; No committee reports.
COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt stated that on Washington
and Dogwood Streets the curb is broken out and the water is washing around the
drain and it is causing a problem. Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like
Gene Williams check this problem.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like for Stephen Mullins to purchase
an electric horn to use at Ridenour Memorial Park by the boat attendants so they
, can communicate with the people out in the boats.
Councilman at Large Tidquist asked why there was not a sign in front of the
Library? Councilman Hart stated that he had contacted a sign painter but it
was recommended that it be brought in with the overall remodeling plans for the
Library. Mayor Gibson stated that in the mean time he would have a couple of
small signs errected.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Councilman
Hill seconded the motion. The vote passed.

Mayor
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Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

August 5, 1975

The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held August 5, 1975, at
8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. Those present were Mayor William D. Gibson,
City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman David Hart and City Attorney
Frank Armada. Absent were Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt and Councilman Paul Hill.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JULY 15, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor Gibson reminded
Council that each had received a copy of the minutes for the previous meeting
in the mail, and had been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman Thomas
Lilly made a motion for approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by
Councilman David Hart. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF JUNE 1975 FINANCIAL STATEMENT; Mayor Gibson stated that all
councilmen has received a copy of the financial statement and had been given
an opportunity to review it. Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the
Finance Committee, explained that one small correction had been made on the
statement, with a copy of the correction being mailed to all councilmen. This
was in the Revenue Sharing Checking Account. Part of the Social Security Deductions
had been posted in the wrong place, but has been corrected. Councilman at Large
Hugo Tidquist made a motion that the financial statement be accepted as corrected.
Councilman David Hart seconded the motion. The motion carried with Councilmen
Hart and Tidquist and City Recorder Melton voting for approval. Councilmen Lilly
and Priddy opposed.
JULY 1975 FINANCIAL REPORT; Mr. Tom Melton, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, gave the following report:
Balance July
Receipts for
Disbursements
Balance July

1, 1975
the month of July
for July
31, 1975

$

54,756.77
39,263.11
44,739.80
49,280.08

SEALED BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MAINTENANCE GARAGE: Six bids had
been received. These were given to the Councilmen for opening and were read as
follows:
C. A. Branham, Inc.
.
Earl T. Browder, Inc.
Robert E. Agsten, Inc.
E. L. Harris & Son, Inc.
Union Boiler Company
Meade Construction Co., Inc.
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$ 330,620.00
273,425.00
237,470.00
236,656.00
243,974.00
199,440.00

Mayor Gibson stated that the apparent low bidder was Meade Construction
Company, and he asked Councilman at Large Priddy to read a break down
of the bid by sections which was given as follows:
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section

1,
2,
3,
4,
5,
6,
7,

Maintenance Garage
Site work
Base course
Chain Link Fence
Bituminous concrete paving
Portland cement concrete paving
Fuel tanks

152,814.00
12,324.00
15,876.00
11,191.00
2,117.00
1,325.00
3,793.00
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Councilman Lilly asked about the amount of money the city has set aside for
this project. He was informed the amount was approximately $110,500.00.
After some discussion, Councilman David Hart made a motion that this be referred
to Building and Finance Committes for study both in terms of the break-down
of the bids and also the financial situation regarding this. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Lilly and passed by unanimous vote.
STREET NUMBERING WASHINGTON AVENUE; Councilman Keith Priddy, Chairman of
the Street Light, Street Numbering and Street Sign Committee, stated that he
had talked with Councilman Casebolt after the last council meeting and has also
spoken with the acting postmaster and the route delivery man on Washington
Avenue. He stated that the Committee's recommendation is that the numbers
on Washington Avenue remain as they have been and that the two new houses be
assigned numbers 1A and IB. He made a motion that this be done. The motion was
seconded by Councilman David Hart. The vote of approval was unanimous.
UP-GRADING OF ONE SECTION OF EAST 31ST STREET: In the absence of
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee,
Mayor Gibson recommended that this be left in committee until next council
meeting.
RESOLUTION ON RIVER BANK EROSION:
the following resolution:
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Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, read

WHEREAS, the common Council of the City of Nitro, Putnam and Kanawha
Counties, West Virginia, has received a Petition executed by twenty-six (26)
property owners abutting the great Kanawha River within the City of Nitro,
Putnam and Kanawha Counties, West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, said Petition declares that the said property owners are being
subjected to a loss of their river front property by river erosion; and
WHEREAS, the Council is of the opinion that this is a serious and dangerous
condition which should be remedied.
WHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of Nitro is hereby
directed and empowered to contact the Army Corp of Engineers, who have lawful
jurisdicition over said river, and to direct them to take immediate and proper
action to prevent the continued erosion of the river bank and be it further
resolved that the Mayor is hereby directed to inform said Army Corp of Engineers that the Mayor and Council will co-operate with the Army Corp of
Engineers in any manner in which it is requested to aid the said Army Corp of
Engineers in alleviating and remeding the situation and to prevent further
loss to the citizens affected.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that the resolution be accepted. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hart and approved by unanimous vote.

I

2.6-

I

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NITRO HIGH SCHOOL BAND:
City Recorder, read the following resolution:

Mr. Tom Melton,

WHEREAS, the Nitro High School Band has accepted an invitation to
participate in the Bicentennial Celebration at Disney World, Florida; and
WHEREAS, the Nitro High School Band must raise Twenty Thousand Dollars
($20,000.00) to pay for it's trip to Disney World; and
WHEREAS, the common Council of the City of Nitro, Putnam and Kanawha
Counties, West Virginia, is of the opinion that said trip would be in the best
interest of said band members and promote the recognition of the City of Nitro; and
WHEREAS, said Council desires to aid and assist the Nitro High School Band
in the raising of said funds.
WHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that there is hereby declared "Band Day" to be held
and on the 16th day of August, 1975, in order that activities may be held and had
by said band to raise the aforesaid sum to finance the band's trop to Disney World and
be it further resolved that the common Council of the City of Nitro, Putnam and
Kanawha Counties, West Virginia, does hereby urge each and every one of it's citizens to contribute, support and promote the "Band Day" activities.
Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion that the resolution be accepted. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy and approved by unanimous vote.
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. David
A. Reisdorf of Gannett Fleming Corday & Carpenter, Inc., regarding the revised
Special Flood Hazard Boundary Map for the City of Nitro. The map was passed to
Councilmen, who agreed it seemed to be in order. A copy of the letter is hereto
attached and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson also read a letter from Mr. Charles J. Lieberth, Area Director,
Department of Housing and Urban Development, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which
confirmed recipt of an application from the City of Nitro for funds from the
Community Development Block Grant Metropolitan discretionary funds. A copy
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Another letter read by the Mayor was one written to Mr. Charles Saber, Chief
Sanitarian, Kanawha-Charleston Health Department, regarding sewage problems on
Red Oak Street in Nitro. In the letter the Mayor stated that unless the area
was annexed into the City of Nitro, the Sanitary Board should not extend services
to the area. The Mayor recommended that this matter be give to the Annexation
Committee for further study.
A letter from the Woman's Club of Nitro asked permission to solicit area
merchants for aid in projects connected with the Antique Car Show. Councilman
Thomas Lilly made a motion that permission be granted. Councilman at Large
Priddy seconded the motion. All present voted in favor.
A letter from Mr. Ray Ashworth of St. Albans asked permission to set up mist
nets to catch barn swallows and purple martins for banding and study of migration.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion that permission be granted. Councilman David Hart seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked with Mr. L. F. Pomykata, of the
Appalachian Power Company regarding the lights for Ridenour Memorial Park. Mr.
Pomykata will try to have a definite answer for the City by next Council meeting.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST:
Councilman at Large Tidquist
had no committee reports, but he did bring before Council the possibility
of purchasing a small portable concrete mixer for use by the Street Department, to be used on the present city tractor. The price would be in the
neighborhood of §00.00 or $900.00. He stated that many times the Street
Department must order more concrete than it needs because the ready-mix
companies do not supply small amounts of concrete. Councilman at Large
Tidquist had literature and prices for consideration by the other councilmen.
Mayor Gibson suggested this be given to the Street and Traffic Committee for
further study, because Mr. Gene Williams stated that he estimated that the
mixer would pay for itself in one (1) year.
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COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY:
Councilman Lilly had no committee reports,
however, he did bring before Council a problem existing in the Riverdale
Acres area of the city. Several residents of the area were attending the council
meeting to protest proposed line changes for the new sewer construction in
their area. Councilman Lilly stated that the group wanted to know why the
sewer line could not be built on the original line that was surveyed and
engineered and for which the residents had signed right-of-way agreements.
The Mayor stated that the possibilities were good that the original line would
have to be followed. He also stated that Mr. Hayne had told him that no final
decision had been reached.
Mr. Frank Armada asked about the type of right-of-way agreements signed;
if they had stated actual footage, etc., or were just general right-of-way
across the property. The residents stated that they had shown the amount of rightof-way required and location. Mr. Armada stated that if they showed actual
locations, then this could not be changed without a new agreement being signed.
He also stated that he would try to get copies of these agreements for them.
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After further discussion the Mayor offered to have a meeting with the
residents, Councilman Lilly, Mr. Hayne, and City Attorney Mr. Armada, in an
effort to reach a final decision on this. The Mayor's secretary placed a call
to Mr. Hayne to see if a time could be set for the meeting. Mr. Hayne was not
at home and could not be reached by telephone.
Councilman Lilly again stated that the majority of the people in that
particular area wanted the line to go where it was originally planned, and
it seems logical to do this. Councilman Lilly suggested that the engineer be
contacted to ascertain if the original line can be followed, and if for some
reason it could not be, then a meeting could be arranged. The Mayor asked
that each one of the group sign his name and telephone number on a sheet of
paper so they could be contacted. Councilman Lilly thanked the group for
coming to Council Meeting.
COUNCILMAN DAVID HART: Councilman Hart stated that he had two preliminary
sketches of the plans for remodeling the Nitro Library, one done in pebbleboard
and one in brick. He also had samples of pebbleboard. He made a motion that the
two preliminary sketches and the samples of material be referred to the Building
and Planning Committee, with input from the Library Committee and the Library
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy and
approved by unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY:
RECORDER TOM MELTON:

No committee reports.

No new business.
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy made a motion for adjournment,
was seconded by Councilman Lilly. The motion carried.

The motion

D E P A R T M E N T O c HOUSING A M D U R B A N DEVELOPMENT
f'il T S B U k G H A N f . A O r F l C E
TWO ALi-cGHENY CtNTER
P I T T S B U R G H , P E N N S Y L V A N I A lbi!2
REGION III
Curtis B u i l d i n g
6"h, a n d V v a l n u i S t r e e t s
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1910S

JUL 2 8 1975
IN R E P L Y R E F E R TO:

3.1CM

Mayor William D. Gibson
Town of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mayor Gibson:

This letter confirms that your previously submitted full
application for Community Development Block Grant Metropolitan
discretionary funds is being held by this office. All fall
applications received ty September 30 > 1975 will, be jointly
lations, and to determine v/hicti applications best meet
established priority criteria.
We will be in touch with y^a. again aa soon as possible after
September 30. Should you have any questions in the interim,
please call your Community Development L Representative.
Sincerely,

Clmrles J. Lieberth
Area Director

cc: Carl Bradford - Office of Federal State Relations
Benjamin F. Howatt - BCKP Regional Intergovernmental Council

W. HOWARD CORDDRY
JOHN R. DIETZ
CHARLES H. KRESSLER
SAMUEL I.ZACK
JAMES A.ROMANO
CECIL M. PEPPERMAN
MAURICE A.WADSWORTH
H. BRUCE GERBER
GEORGE BURCIN
WALTER K.MORRIS

GANNETT FLEMING CORDDRY AND CARPENTER, INC.
ENGINEERS

PERRY C.SNYDER
ALBERT C. HOOKE
JAMES H. HERENDEEN
WILLIAM G. DRURY
J.DOUGLASS BERRY
CHARLES W. PICKERING
WILLIAM H.ALLEN
JOSEPH W. LIPSCOMB

City of Nitro
Box 515
Nitro, WV 25143

P. O. BOX 1963
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17105
PHONE:7I7 238-0451
CABLE ADDRESS: GANFLEC

July 18, 1975

MARCELLO H. SOTO
HAROLD T. WADDINGTON
FRANK J. DONATELLI
JAMES R. MADARA
HERMAN R. STARTZENBACH
JOHN E. WATERS
PHILIP P. AMPOLLINI
GILBERT G. BRINCKERHOFF
JAMES L.LONG
ANTON F. MIORIN
RAY F. STAUFFER
F.JAMES KNIGHT
C.KENNETH MYERS
PAUL E.PAUL
GEORGE H. SMITH
ROBERT J. DIET2
RONALD J.DRNEVICH
RUSSELL S. KLINGENSMITH
EDWARD W. MONROE

JUL211975

Attention William Gibson
Subject: Revised Special Flood Hazard Boundary
Map for City of Nitro, WV
Gentlemen:
Enclosed herewith is a copy of the revised Special Flood Hazard
boundary Map for the subject community. Please review and return it if you
feel changes are necessary.
If we do not hear from you within two (2) weeks, we will assume that
the map was correct, and we will submit it to the Federal Insurance Administration.
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please call at your
convenience.
Very truly yours,
GANNETT FLEMING CORDDRY AND CARPENTER, INC.
l

DAVID A. REISDORF
Engineer, Hydraulic Division
DRAr
Enclosure
cc: File 6259

ATTENTION: To expedite the
revision of this map, please
review promptly and make all
comments immediately known to
Mr. Edward Bricker or Mr.John
Tomochik. Please call collect:
717-238-0451 Ext. 376 or 374.
Thank you
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 19, 1975

The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the Council
Chambers on August 19, 1975, at 8:00 p.m. Those present were Mayor William
D. Gibson; City Recorder, Tom Melton; Councilman at Large, Hugo Tidquist;
Councilman at Large, Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large, Keith Priddy;
Councilman, Thomas Lilly; Councilman, Paul Hill; Councilman, Vernon Casebolt
and City Attorney, Frank Armada. Councilman David Hart is on vacation. The
meeting was called to order by Honorable Mayor William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AUGUST 5, 1975, MEETING: Mayor Gibson
mentioned that all council members had received a copy of the minutes in
the mail and had been given an opportunity to review them. Councilman
Lilly made a motion for approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded
by Council at Large Priddy and passed by unanimous vote.
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APPROVAL OF JULY 1975 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City Recorder Melton
stated that the financial statement was not ready to be presented to Council
because he had baen on vacation,he asked that this be tabled until next
council meeting.
UP-GRADING OF ONE SECTION OF EAST 31st STREET; Councilman at Large
Tidquist gave the following report for the Street and Traffic Committee,
as Dr. Allen had been on vacation. He stated that the section of road being
discussed had been open and used as a road at one time. He felt that grading,
ditching, and adding gravel could make the road usable again. The distance
to be up-graded would be between 200 and 300 feet. Mayor Gibson stated that
Mr. Hayne, the city engineer, says there is a right-of-way through the area.
Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion that this road be up-graded provided money is available for this. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen. When questioned about the cost, Councilman Tidquist
stated that he did not know the amount, but that the work would be done with
city employees. The vote for approval of the motion was unanimous.
BID TABULATION - CITY MAINTENANCE GARAGE; Councilman Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning Committee, stated that copies of the bid
tabulation and the letter from Appalachian Engineers had been given to the
councilmen. The low bidder was Meade Construction Company, Inc., of
Catlettsburg, Kentucky, and the building manufacturer was Gulf States. Councilman Hill stated that there was some question about the amount of money available
for completion of this project. The City presently has $110,000.00 allocated,
and the low bid is $199,440.00. Mr. Hill explained several alternatives for
the additional money. Mayor Gibson suggested that this be held in committee
for another two weeks until the Building and Planning Committee and the
Finance Committee have a chance to discuss the alternatives. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that this be kept in committee for study. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Hill and passed by unanimous vote.
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RIGHT OF WAY FOR SEWER, WARD IV; Councilman Lilly stated
that a meeting had been held with the Sanitary Board and the residents
of Ward IV. The residents were shown a map with the original line
and the reason why the changes were necessary. This was approved, and
there no longer is a problem.
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EXTERIOR REMODELING PLANS, NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY: Councilman
Hill had sketches of the proposed remodeling of the exterior of the
Nitro Library, which he passed around to the other members of Council.
An open discussion followed and it was decided that the pebbleboard
exterior was preferred over aluminum siding, the landscaping of the
Library grounds should be done with the front to have two planters.
Also to be included was identification of the building as a Library.
Councilman Casebolt suggested that the Building and Planning Committee
have the specifications and plans ready for Council approval by September
2, 1975, if possible.
NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Gibson reported
that he had received a letter from Mr. Robert L. Sergent, County
Supervisor, Farmers Home Administration, United States Department of
Agriculture, Winfield, West Virginia, which gave in detail conditions to
be met by the City before a loan application could be considered for the
$149,000.00 needed for the completion of the new sewer system. Mr. Frank
Armada, City Attorney, stated that these are standard FHA conditions and
regulations which we must comply with in order to receive FHA funds.
He said there are about sixteen items involved and seven positions. He
also said the Sanitary Board has reviewed this and will comply. Mr.
Dennis Vaughan, attorney for the Sanitary Board, presented to Council
a petition from the Sanitary Board requesting that Council pass an
ordinance permitting the Sanitary Board to issue a maximum of $149,000.00
in Sewage System Revenue Bonds for use in the completion of the new
system. The petition reads as follows:
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TO:

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
Comes now the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, by its Chairman, and does respectfully petition
the City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, to pass
and enact a certain ordinance entitled:
"ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $149,000.00
SEWERAGE SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 1975, OF THE CITY
OF NITRO TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS OF ACQUISITION AND
CONSTRUCTION OF THE IMPROVEMENTS FOR EXISTING SEWERAGE
SYSTEM OF THE CITY: DEFINING AND PRESCRIBING THE TERMS
AND PROVISIONS OF THE BOND: PROVIDING GENERALLY FOR THE
RIGHTS AND REMEDIES AND SECURITIES OF THE HOLDER OF THE
BOND AND FOR A STATUTORY MORTGAGE LIEN UPON THE SEWERAGE
SYSTEM: AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT."
The subject Ordinance is attached hereto and made a part
hereof for all pertinent purposes.
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Said Ordinance would authorize the issuance of $149,000.00
in revenue bonds to be purchased by the Farmers Home Administration
or a lesser sum of bonds if a lesser sum of monies is needed to
complete the construction of the secondary sanitary sewage treatment plant and extensions for 40th Street and Riverdale Acres.
Further, this Ordinance is in compliance with the Resolution of
the Nitro City Council adopted and passed on the 5th day of June,
1975.
This Petition is submitted pursuant to the authorization of
the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,West Virginia, at its
regularly scheduled meeting held on August 14, 1975, after having
reviewed the same in all of its particulars.
Nitro Sanitary Board
William D. Gibson
Chairman
F. D. Bess
Member
Attested:
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Constance J. Stephens
Secretary
Prepared By
Dennis R. Vaughn, Jr.
Councel for the Nitro Sanitary Board
450 Second Street
St. Albans, West Virginia
Attached to the petition was a copy of the Bond Ordinance which Mr. Vaughan
suggested by passed as first reading tonight. Mr. Greg Gorrell, Bond Counsel,
explained that this ordinance is a standard bond ordinance used by bond
attorneys around the State of West Virginia and will bring the City of Nitro
into compliance with state statutes relating to the issuance of bonds. He
also stated that he would be happy to answer any questions now, or at the
second reading. Councilman Priddy asked if this would affect our present
bonds. He was told no. Councilman Dr. Allen asked if this bond issue had
been considered when the rate increase was applied for with the Public
Service Commission. He was told yes. Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney,
recommended that we go ahead and have the first reading, and should amendments or changes be necessary, this could be done before adoption of the
ordinance at the second reading. Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion
to have the first reading tonight. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen. The motion carried by unanimous vote. Mr. Vaughan explained
that the statute requires two publications. If this can be started immediately, it might be possible to have the second reading by the next council

meeting. A certain amount of time needs to be allowed between the
publication and the second reading. Also the second reading is actually a public hearing, when any citizen may question the ordinance.
City Recorder Melton read the title of the Bond Ordinance, as first
reading, as follows:
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CITY OF NITRO
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $149,000 SEWERAGE
SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 1975, OF THE CITY OF NITRO
TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS OF ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE EXISTING SEWERAGE
SYSTEM OF THE CITY; DEFINING AND PRESCRIBING THE TERMS
AND PROVISIONS OF THE BOND; PROVIDING GENERALLY FOR THE
RIGHTS AND REMEDIES AND SECURITIES OF THE HOLDER OF THE
BOND AND FOR A STATUTORY MORTGAGE LIEN UPON THE SEWERAGE
SYSTEM; AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT.
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the ordinance be accepted
as read and authorized for publication. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Tidquist, and passed by unanimous vote. A copy of
the same is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter from Ade
Emergency Services, Inc., setting forth three proposals for providing
ambulance service to the City of Nitro. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion that this be turned over to the Emergency Amublance Service
Committee for their recommendations. This motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Robert L. Dodd, Deputy
Director, Oil and Gas Division, Department of Mines, State of West
Virginia, concerning what needs to be done to cap the gas leak at the
Fenton Circle area. The Mayor stated that this w,as discussed earlier.
He asked that this letter be made a part of the minutes for this meeting,
as requested by Mr. Dodd. Councilman Lilly made a motion that this letter
be complied with so the work could get started. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and passed by unanimous vote. A copy
of the letter is attached hereto arid made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson read a memorandum from Mr. Joseph Laughery of the
Kanawha Charleston Health Department regarding his inspection of the
property at 205 duPont Avenue. His inspection was in response to some
complaints of the condition of the property. His memorandum does not
recommend any solution, but merely states that the people living at this
location are having a roach problem and there is a junk problem located
in the back.
The Mayor stated that all the councilmen had received a letter
from Steve Mullins regarding the meeting of the Bicentennial Commission.
He stated that it was a very fruitful meeting, and he hoped to have more
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Jltrgtma
Department of ^ttines
®tl ana <§as Bhitsiott
(Eljarleston 25305

August 5, 1975

Mayor William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
P. 0. Box 515
'Nitro, West Virginia
Re:

Gas Leak - Fenton Circle and Main Avenue Area

Dear Sir:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 31, 1975, along
with a copy of the City Council Minutes of July 153 19/5.
After reading your letter and the paragraph in the minutes relative
to this matter, it is apparent that I did not make myself perfectly clear.
It is my opinion that the general public and the City Council should be
made aware of the fact that repairing a gas leak of this type is more complex than merely repairing a pipeline.
I feel that it is very important that both you, and the City Council
understand that the damages necessary to locate this 'Leak could be considerable. There is a possibility that we would have to go to a depth of
five to ten feet and this could result in a sizable portion of the street
having to be excavated. Not only would the redrilling of the well be an
inconvenience to the residents of the area (due to the noise and unpleasant
odor), but Fenton Circle would have to be blocked from the first driveway
to Main Avenue, for the time it took to find the well top, redrill and
adequately plug the well, and reclaim the area, which would consist of filling,
tamping and resurfacing. This could, under ideal conditions, take as long as
sixty (60) days.

Mayor William D. Gibson
August 53 1975
Page Two
Mould you please make this letter a part of your official minutes so
that the City Council will be made fully aware of the fact that this project
could entail considerable expense.
The contract bid is to be opened on August 93 1975, at 2:00 p.m. However,
I do not feel that it should be executed until the City Council is made aware
of the situation and has an opportunity to act on this letter.
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call me.
Very truly yours,

Robert L. Dodd3 Deputy Director
Oil and Gas Division
RLD/ls
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to report in the very near future.
Mayor Gibson read a short letter from the office of Dr. Scott
of West Virginia State College regarding the attendance of the management workshop by Gene Williams, Director of Public Works.
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Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Paul Van Buren, Mr. Van Buren
wanted to present some of the ideas discussed in a meeting of the
'business and Professional Men's Association on helping to alleviate some
of the parking and traffic problems confronting Nitro businesses. His
first question concerned the possibility of paving the parking area on
the south side of First Avenue. He said he understood the City owned a
strip between First Avenue and the railroad from 19th Street to 37th
Street. He suggested the possibility of the business men paying part of
the expense of this. Mr. Van Buren mentioned the problems of customers
parking on the south side of First Avenue and trying to cross during
heavy traffic. He asked about the possibility of a traffic light or
police patrolmen assisting during heavy rush hour traffic. Mr. Van Buren
stated that parking space on the north side of the street in some places
has been purchased and up-graded by different individuals. Another
suggestion was for the City to pave the parking area and lease space to
businessmen. The Business Men's Association is interested in improving
parking and traffic in order to make shopping in Nitro more appealing
to customers. With the Putnam Village Shopping Plaza and the new mall
opening soon in St. Albans somthing needs to be done. Another suggestion
was a parking area for the businessmen and their employees in order to
leave the downtown parking spaces for customers. Councilman at Large
Priddy suggested an informal meeting between the Businessmen's Association
and Council members to see what could be worked out.
Mr. Van Buren asked about the City putting trash cans in the area
of his store. If it is impossible to have the large drums, how about the
small green wire baskets bolted to telephone poles?
Mr. Van Buren's next question concerned the possibility of upgrading 40th Street. He was told 40th Street comes under the jurisdiction
of the State Department of Highways.
Mr. Van Buren brought up for discussion the possibility of parts
of Cross Lanes being annexed into the City of Nitro. He asked what would
be necessary to start a petition for annexation. He was told the petition
would have to originate with the citizens in the area making a petition to
be annexed into Nitro. After a petition is presented to Council, then it
can be studied. It was suggested he get legal counsel in drawing up a
petition.
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MR. TOM MELTON;

No new business.

COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT; Councilman Casebolt asked whether
the City or the West Virginia Water Company would be responsible for damage
caused by water leaking from a spillway from their water tank to Blakes
Creek. He was told this would be the responsibility of the water company.

Councilman Casebolt said he has received numerous calls and
complaints about the speeding at the corner of Lock and Main Streets.
He said he felt that part of this could be eliminated if Council would
consider making this a 4-way stop. The corner already has a 3-way stop.
After some discussion it was decided to have the Traffic Committee work
with the Police Committee and make a report.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY;
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No new business.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN:
Allen had no new business.

Councilman at Large Dr.

COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL; Councilman Hill presented a letter from
Mrs. Marjorie Sales of the Community School Advisory Council which had
attached a complete resume of Community School income and expenses.
Councilman Hill made a motion that the $700.00 needed to get the school
started be sent to them. Council had previously allocated $1,000.00 in
the budget for Community School use. After some discussion on Community
Schools, another motion was made by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen to
send $700.00 to the Community School. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt, and passed by unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: Councilman Lilly had two families
represented from the Fourth Ward. One gentleman, Mr. Pontier, spoke
with Council about the drainage problem in his area. He stated that one
drainage pipe was three feet higher than the ditch, and there seems to be
some question about whether the city or the Penn Central Railroad is
responsible for the drainage pipe. The Mayor asked Mr. Frank Armada to
check this matter out with him.
COUNCILMAN HUGO TIDQUIST:
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No new business, or committee reports.

Councilman Casebolt made the motion for adjournment. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist, and passed by unanimous vote.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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September 2, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers September 2, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman David Hart, Councilman Paul
Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Vernon Casebolt and
City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Wilbur Turner of St.
Paul United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, AUGUST 19 1975, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that each councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
review.them. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion
for approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
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APPROVAL OF JULY, 1975,^FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Tom Melton,
Chairman of the Finance Committee,stated that the July statement
showing a balance of $49,280.08 had been mailed to all councilmen
for their review, and asked if there were any questions. There
were no questions so Mr. Melton made a motion that the financial
statement be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Vernon Casebolt. The motion carried with five councilmen and
Recorder Melton voting in favor and Councilmen Lilly and Priddy
opposed.
AUGUST FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Chairman of the
Finance Committee,gave the following report:
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Balance August 1, 1975

49,280.08

Receipts for August

71,022.32

Disbursements for August

57,842.91

Balance -

62,459.49

CITY MAINTENANCE GARAGE REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, City
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave .the following
report on the financing of the city maintenance garage. During
the fiscal year 1974-1975 the amount of Revenue Sharing already
allocated for the garage was $93,500.00. In other departments
during fiscal year 1974-1975 the amount of Revenue Sharing carryover was: Recreation $7,700.00;. Library $8,100.00; Street Repair
$5,400.00; Storm Drain $3,300.00; Weed Cutting $10,000.00; planned
purchase which was not made of a backhoe $15,000.00; for a total
of $49,500.00 that can be re-allocated toward construction of the
municipal garage. In the current budget for the year 1975-1976,

$17,000.00 has been allocated for the garage. The departments
that can have funds re-allocated are: Library $10,000.00; Public
Safety $14,500.00; Street Repair $5,400.00; Storm Drain $10,000.00.
This brings total available financing to $199,900.00. Mr. Melton
stated that all councilmen had discussed this in a Finance
Committee meeting and Mr. Melton made a motion that the Revenue
Sharing carry-over for the fiscal year 1974-1975 in the amount of
$49,500.00 and the proposed adjustment in Revenue Sharing allocation
for the fiscal year 1975-1976 be made. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt. Councilman Tidquist asked if the other
departments would be hurt by the smaller budget. Mr. Melton replied
that some things like the backhoe would just not be purchased, and
possibly later in the year there would be extra money in the general
fund or carry-overs in other departments of Revenue Sharing that
could be re-allocated. The vote of approval for the re-allocation
adjustment was unanimous.
Councilman Hill, Chairman of the Building and Planning
Committee, made a motion that the low bid from Meade Construction
Company be accepted for construction of the maintenance garage.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by
unanimous vote.
Councilman Hart made a motion that Appalachian Engineers
establish a definite procedure for inspection, and that they be
hired to follow through on inspection procedures. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by unanimous
vote.
Councilman Hill stated that all seven items on the garage
specifications will be completed.
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REMODELING PLANS - NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY: Councilman Hart made
a motion that plans for remodeling the Library be kept in committee
until financing can be determined. This motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
POSSIBILITY OF STOP SIGN AT INTERSECTION OF LOCK AND MAIN
STREETS?Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street
and Traffic Committee, stated there would be some difficulty
placing a stop sign on one corner of this intersection. He said
he would like this matter left in committee until he has an
opportunity to get more information and cost figures on an
overhead stop sign or blinking light.
SECOND READING OF BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$149,000.00 SEWAGE SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS: Mayor Gibson stated that
this would have to be held over until next council meeting because
of a lack of sufficient time for advertising.
NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mrs. Mary Wilbur, Aging
Specialist, with the Regional Intergovernmental Council, regarding
the special needs of the elderly for housing. She also mentioned
the possibility of setting up a nutrition site in the Nitro area,
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Regional Intergovernmental Council
410 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Benjamin F. Howatt AIP

Charleston, West Virginia

Executive Director

25301

August 21, 1975

Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor
City of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25413
Dear Mayor Gibson:
It was great having the opportunity to discuss needs and
problems of the Elderly in the Nitro area. As you know,
many problems exist and hopefully, we will be able to help
solve some of them in tho near future. At least, we will
try to keep communication open at. all times.
At our neeting this week, August 18, 1975 the following
items were discussed: (1) A nee<l for contact with the
senior citizens to document the n-^eds of the area. This
service will be initiated by our Outreach worker, Mrs.
Bertha Carlson - who will be in your cicy on Tuesday's and
Thursday's 8:30 to 4:00. She will meet with the Senior
Citizens groups to inform them of the service and to help
locate the isolated older persons in need, and link them
up with the Agencies to best serve their needs. (2) A
discussion was held on the great need of elderly housing
in the Nitro area. Housing is a major problem of the
elderly. Housing conditions of the elderly are severe.
Approximately 19% of tho population, age 65 and over in the
State of West Virginia live in housing units lacking
some or all plumbing facilities, compared to 8.5% for the
United States.
Our Housing Specialist, Mrs. Linda Polly, will be in contact
with you to furnish the necessary statistics and information
necessary to help build an active program in your area. By
already having a Housing Authority Commission appointed,
plans for future housing needs hould be speeded up somewhat.

1970

Telephone. 304

348-7190

Honorable William D. Gibson
Page 2
August 21, 1975
(3) Further discussion was on the need to create a
nutrition site in the Nitro area with the u:;e of Title VII
fusds provided by the West Virginia Commission on Aging
using existing facilities at (1) American Legion Hall
(to be donated to city and with the use of a kitchen) , or
the possibility of using the (2) Nitro Women's Club building
The Nutrition program would serve the older low income/
minority (60 or over) population.
Mr. Stuart MacCorkle, Nutrition Director for Region III,
has been contacted and plans are being made to meet with
you soon and further discuss this service.
Again, thanks for meeting with us and feel free to contact
either of us, at any time, for assistance at 348-7190.
Sincerely ,

Mary S Wilbur
Aging Specialist
MSW/jc
cc:
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Mr. Tom Frazier
Commission on Aging

*7
either in the American Legion building or the Woman's Club building.
A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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Councilman at Large.Hugo Tidquist: Councilman Tidquist had
no new business, but announced that there would be a Recreation
Committee meeting on Thursday, September 4, at 8:00 P.M.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:, No reports.
Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Hill said he had received
several complaints from residents about trucks and heavy equipment
on 18th Street hill, and about the trucks traveling in the wrong
direction .on a one-Way street. The Mayor stated that the owner
of the trucks had been told to comply with the one-way street and
is now traveling around Penwood Avenue and down 15th Street. A
discussion followed regarding the possible damage to the streets
with over-loaded trucks and the possibility of placing load limit
signs. Also, there were complaints that the trucks were speeding
in a zone marked for 15 M.P.H. .Two citizens from the area, Mr.
Elmer Dodson and Mrs. Patty Cook, spoke regarding the problems.
Mr. Frank Armada suggested we have the Street Committee and the
Street Superintendent check the area for the possibility of damage
to the streets and make a recommendation on the load limit.
Councilman Hill recommended that this be put in committee for
study with a report back by next council meeting if possible.
Councilman David Hart:
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No reports.

Councilman ^ at Large Dr. R. V Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen mentioned that a burned outstreet light at the end of
Holly Street had been reported but had not been replaced by the
Appalachian Power Company.
Councilman Hart asked if any progress had been made on the
fire hydrants needed for Brentwood and Barrington Road in Brookhaven and the repair of one near City Hall. Mayor Gibson replied
that the Fire Chief was working with the West Virginia Water
Company and should be making progress on it.
Mayor Gibson stated that two gentlemen from the Nitro Lion's
Club were present. Mr. Romie Hughart, Chairman of the Antique
Car Show, and Mr. Hiriam King, President of the Lion's Club, each
spoke about the Antique Car Show which is scheduled for September 13,
1975. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen will be parade marshall for
the show. A street dance is being planned for Friday night,
September 12, for the young people.
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Councilman at Large Keith Friddy: No reports.
Councilman
Priddy said he would go to visit Appalachian Power to see if the
lighting project at Ridenour Memorial Park could be hurried up a
bit. Mayor Gibson said sixteen lights had been approved according
to his last telephone conversation with them. Mayor Gibson also
said the ten-year contract for street lighting is up for renewal,
and might possibly be ready to be presented to Council by next
meeting. Mayor Gibson added that the lighting for the park would

be on poles to be erected throughout the park, and would not
be under ground.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt said the
curb at the corner of Dogwood and Washington Avenue is badly in
need of repair, and that he has brought this up at previous
council meetings. He feels the city would possibly be liable
for injuries caused should an accident occur. He also stated
that a child had fallen on Sunday, but was not injured. Mayor
Gibson stated that he and Mr. Gene Williams had checked the spot
and that Mr. Williams was supposed to have started work on it
right away, but has been extremely busy.
City Recorder Tom Melton:
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No reports.

Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment.
The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist and passed by
unanimous vote.

Record er
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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September 16, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers September 16, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman David Hart,
Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt and City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Wilbur Turner of St.
Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 2, 1975 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that each councilman had received a copy of
the minute-s in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
review them. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion for approval
of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt
and passed by unanimous vote.
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APPROVAL OF AUGUST, 1975, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Tom
Melton, Chairman of the Finance Committee,stated that the August
financial statement had been mailed to all councilmen for their
review, and asked if there were any questions. Councilman Hart
asked if the Brookhaven Storm Drain account was in savings. The
answer was yes, so he asked that the word "Savings" be put on
future financial statements. Mr. Melton also stated that
additional interest would be added as of September 30, 1975. Mr.
Melton asked if there were any other questions. There were none.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion for approval of the financial
statement. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist. The motion carried with Councilmen Tidquist, Hill,
Hart, Allen, Casebolt and Recorder Melton voting in favor and
Councilmen Priddy and Lilly opposed.
SECOND READING OF BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE
OF $149,000.00 SEWAGE SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS: Mayor Gibson stated
that Council at the August 19,1975 meeting had authorized a public
meeting, in accordance with state statutes, for September 2, 1975,
which was the last council meeting. There were no protests at
that meeting, but due to a lack of sufficient time for advertising,
the second reading was delayed until tonight. City Recorder Tom
Melton read the title of the proposed ordinance as second reading
as follows:
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ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $149,000 SEWERAGE
SYSTEM REVENUE BOND, SERIES 1975, OF THE CITY OF NITRO
TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS OF ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE EXISTING SEWERAGE
SYSTEM OF THE CITY; DEFINING AND PRESCRIBING THE TERMS
AND PROVISIONS OF THE BOND; PROVIDING GENERALLY FOR THE
RIGHTS AND REMEDIES AND SECURITIES OF THE HOLDER OF THE

BOND AND FOR A STATUTORY MORTGAGE LIEN UPON THE SEWERAGE
SYSTEM; AND PROVIDING WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT.
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
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Mayor Gibson stated that an informal meeting had been held on
Tuesday, September 9, 1975, with the Sanitary Board and city
councilmen to discuss the bond ordinance in detail. Also
present for the meeting of September 9, 1975, were Mr. Frank Armada,
city attorney; Mr. Dennis Vaughan, attorney for the Sanitary Board;
Mr. Lee Hill, attorney and bond counsel of the law firm of Jackson,
Kelley, Holt, and O'Farrell; and Mr. Robert Sergent with Farmer's
Home Administration. Councilman Hart made a motion that the bond
ordinance authorizing the issuance of the $149,000.00 revenue
bonds be adopted on the second reading. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt. Councilman Lilly stated that during the
meeting on Tuesday it was requested that a check be made to see if
the 15-year schedule could be used, or if a supplement with
the 15-year schedule could be included. He asked if this had
been checked. Mayor Gibson replied that he had spoken with Mr.
Sergent and had been informed that the 40-year bond ordinance
could not be changed. Mr. Sergent had stated that he would put
forth as much effort as possible, should it be desired, to insert
the 15-year item as an extra page.
Mr. Frank Armada said that when council passes an ordinance
dealing with the generation of revenue, the statutory provisions
contained in Chapter 8, Article 11, Section 4 of the code require
that the public be notified. After the bond ordinance is passed,
it will again be published in the newspapers in its entirety and
a public meeting is set for October 21, 1975, so anyone who wishes
to do so may come in to voice their opposition. A petition with
signatures of 30% of the free-holders of the city would be
necessary to stop the bond ordinance. If there is opposition,
a 4/5 vote by council is needed to continue the bond issue. Mr.
Armada also stated that this ordinance really does not increase
the revenue of the city since all revenue is already pledged to
repay the bonds, but in any event, the people are being notified
twice and are being given another opportunity to voice their
opinions.
Councilman Lilly asked since there was some general interest
from some of the councilmen in regards to the 15-year supplement,
would it not be appropriate to view concil's desires on this
prior to the ordinance being presented. Mr. Armada stated that
as far as the agreement with Farmer's Home Administration, and
that is who would provide for and agree to this supplemental
agreement between the city and the Sanitary Board, it has nothing
to do with the ordinance. The ordinance that is being passed now
deals with the issuance of the revenue bonds and the pledge of the
revenue there from to pay the obligation. He also stated that if
the Sanitary Board individually wants to enter into a contract
with the city and pledge that they will pay the monies off at
an accelerated rate, it can be done, but as far as it being
contained in the bond ordinance, it should not be.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked Mr. Hill what he
thought would be the possibility of marketing the bonds if the
15-year supplemental agreement were attached. Mr. Hill replied,
"I think the reason the Farmer's Home Administration has refused
to allow you to amend the ordinance to reduce the maturity
schedule from 40 years to 15 years is the reflection of their
inability to market any securities with that short a period of
maturity. As Mr. Sergent indicated to you gentlemen, in
collateral agreements you may be able to take care of that
problem if that is your desire to reduce the maturity schedule,
but that is, as Mr. Armada says, beyond the scope of what I
am here to do, and that is to answer any questions that you
may have in regard to the adoption of the bond ordinance."
Councilman at Large Priddy stated that he had understood
Mr. Sergent to say that the supplement could be added. To leave
the 40-year language in the ordinance and add the supplement as
an extra page. Mr. Hill replied that he understood the official
position of the Farmer's Home Administration is that a bond
ordinance adopted with a 15-year maturity schedule is not an
item which they will find acceptable because the bonds are not
saleable productions with that maturity schedule. He indicated
that part of what you are doing is signing a loan agreement
between the city and Farmer's Home Administration and as a part
of that loan agreement, which is entirely separate and distinct
from the bond ordinance, you might be able to insert a supplement
which would cover this reduced maturity schedule. Councilman
at Large Priddy stated that he had talked with Mr. Sergent's
office on Wednesday and was told that the supplement would be
approved. He said he was even given the annual payment for the
15-year supplement. Councilman Priddy stated that he was under
the impression that this supplement would be added and made a
part of the bond ordinance if council so desired. It would be
an additional page added to it. Mr. Hill stated that it would
effect the market of the bonds, and as he understood Mr. Sergent
during the discussion on Tuesday evening, as a supplement to
their agreement with the city as opposed to being a supplement
to the bond ordinance, he thought he might be able to arrive at
an agreement. Mr. Hill added that the government would still
take this bond out and sell it as a 40-year bond. Councilman at
Large Priddy asked if this agreement shouldn't be reached before
the bond ordinance is passed. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated that at Tuesday's meeting he had asked if the supplement
would be an amendment, and he was told that the bond ordinance
could not be amended. Mr. Hill said that he thought Councilman
at Large Priddy's question was, quite frankly, whether to adopt
a 15-year maturity schedule or not adopt a bond ordinance at all.
Mr. Armada-stated that it was possible that when Mr. Sergent
was talking about inserting an extra page, he was talking about
the loan docket which he must fill out and send to the federal
government.
Councilman Lilly asked if his understanding was correct
that Farmer's Home Administration had stipulated to the City
of Nitro officially that it would have to be a 40-year bond and
it could not be a 15-year bond. The Mayor replied that it was

his understanding from Mr. Sergent that this bond could not be
lowered to 15-year. Councilman Lilly stated that he also understood that the supplement could not be attached to the bond
whatsoever with a 15-year schedule, however, the supplement
could be attached to the Ravenswood Savings & Loan who would be
the buyer of the bond, providing they would accept it, but there
is no provision as to whether or not they would accept it.
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Mr. Hill stated that this would be the Federal Government's
problem. That is, ie, marketing the bond beyond its acceptance
of it. The federal government will pay the city the money and
while it will not be the ultimate purchaser and holder of the
bonds, that is its problem.
The second reading of the bond ordinance motion was brought
to a vote. Voting in favor were Councilmen Tidquist, Hill, Hart,
Dr. Allen and Casebolt, and Recorder Melton. Opposed were Councilmen
Lilly and Priddy.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen added that he would like to
pursue the possibility of attaching the supplemental agreement
mentioned by Mr. Sergent.
Mr. Dennis Vaughan, attorney for the Sanitary Board, asked
Council to approve a resolution authorizing publication of the
ordinance. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the
resolution be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hart. The motion carried with one opposing vote by Councilman at
Large Priddy.
APPALACHIAN POWER STREET LIGHT CONTRACT RENEWAL: Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Chairman of the Street Light Committee, stated
that he had just received the contract and had not had time to go
over it thoroughly. The proposed increase on the contract would
raise the cost of street lighting from $1,414.31 to $1,863.25
per month. Councilman at Large Priddy said he would like to keep
this in committee until they have time to have a meeting and
examine the contract more closely.
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TRAFFIC PROBLEMS ON 18th STREET HILL AND THE POSSIBILITY OF
PLACING''LOAD LIMIT SIGNS: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman
of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that he had visited
the 18th Street hill area, and that he has an appointment with the
city engineer to make an inspection on Thursday afternoon. He said
that he hopes to have a report for next council meeting.
POSSIBILITY OF OVERHEAD STOP SIGN OR BLINKING LIGHT AT
INTERSECTION OF LOCK STREET AND MAIN AVENUETCouncilman at
Large Dr. Allen,Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee,
said he has inspected this area. The difficulty lies in the
fact that one corner of the intersection does not have a place
to put a pole. The suggestion was made that the city use a stop
sign suspended on two cables, similar to the ones used in the
city of South Charleston. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said
he would like to get a little more information and give the
matter more study before making a recommendation.

I

Regional Intergovernmental Council
Suite 908 Nelson Building
1018 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
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Benjamin F. Howatt
Executive Director

September 4, 1975

Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor
City of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25413
Dear Mayor Gibson:
Mr. Roueche' and I would like to thank you for inviting us
to Nitro to discuss housing for the citizens of your city.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development has been made
aware of your need for low to medium income housing in your
area with emphasis on the elderly with fixed income through
your application for Community Development funds.
Unfortunately, at this time the staff at RIC can not promise
housing as much as we would like to see you receive it.
The new regulations which are still to be finalized state
that if a community does not receive Community Development
funds, its housing assistance plan will be kept on file since
they are a housing organization.
The Community Development Task Force at RIC will help keep you
posted on any new developments and other avenues for housing
for your elderly.
Mr. Switzer and I are in the process of getting the regional
housing authority to work again which will hold a bright
outlook there.
If you or your citizens have any questions please feel free to
contact RIC at any time.
Sincerely,

Linda M. Polly
Housing Specialist
LMP/jc
Telephone:

304

344-2541

NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had passed out to the councilmen
a cash budget study for the fiscal year 1975-1976 for the
Sanitary Board. The budget did not require council approval,
but he wanted them to be familiar with it.
Mayor Gibson said he had a letter from Mr. Kenneth King,
Fire Chief, regarding the fire hydrants recommended by the West
Virginia rating bureau. Councilman Lilly suggested that the
matter be referred to the Fire Department Committee and the
Finance Committee, and be placed on the agenda for a report from
them. A motion was made that this be done by Councilman Lilly.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and
passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Eloise Ord asking permission
to solicit in Nitro for the Rock Branch School carnival. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion for approval. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by unanimous
vote.
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The Mayor also read a letter from Linda M. Polly, Housing
Specialist with RIG, regarding their discussion on housing for
persons with low and medium income. A copy of this letter is
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
City Recorder Tom Melton:

No reports.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt had no
committee reports, but he stated that he would like to commend
Gene Williams, Street Superintendent, on the job he did on the
street at the corner of Dogwood and Washington Avenue, and also
on the good job he is doing on the Smith Street landfill.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large Priddy
had no reports, but he added that a committee meeting would be
planned to study the new contract with Appalachian Power Co.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that he had received calls about the mosquito problem
along Hillside Drive. The Mayor' stated that Mr. A. James Manchin
planned to be in Nitro the following day to make an inspection
of the swampy areas with him. He also added that Kanawha County
had promised to send the larger spray truck into Nitro two days
a week. Councilman Casebolt suggested a low lying area along
Layne Avenue be sprayed. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated
that anyone having special requests for spraying should call
City Hall. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if the capping
of the gas well on Fenton Circle was just about completed. Mayor
Gibson replied that the capping is completed, but the street
has not been repaired yet. Councilman Lilly asked if the fire
truck could come into the area and flush out the storm sewers.
He believes some oil and gas was accidently gotten into the drains
during the capping of the well.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he, as a member
of the Lion's Club, would like to thank the city for all the help
given during the Antique Car Show on the 13th of September. Mr.
Romie Hughart, who was chairman of the Antique Car Show, stated
that the help of the city, the Fire Department, and the Police
Department was very much appreciated.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had sponsored a picnic at
Ridenour Park on Monday evening for the senior citizens of the area.
Mayor Gibson stated that he has appeared in court twice
recently as a result of a mobile home being placed in an area
against the zoning ordinance. The municipal judge has ordered
the mobile home to be moved, or the owner will be cited for
contempt of court.
Councilman David Hart: No committee reports. Councilman
Hart stated that on East "39th Street there is a small foot bridge
that needs to be repaired, and also some weeds need to be cut near
the bridge. School children use the foot bridge. Councilman Hart
stated that part of the road has slipped on Fairview Drive in front
of the Green residence. He said he would like to have Gene Williams
check the situation to see if it would be possible for the city to
do something about it.
«•*
Councilman Paul Hill:

No reports.

Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly asked if the
Lion's Club takes care of the Christmas Lights in the city. Mr.
Hughart said the lights were actually financed by the business
community with the Lion's Club administering the fund and
installing and removing the lights, paying the electric bill, etc.
Councilman Lilly said he thought perhaps the city should get
involved, and offer some assistance. Mr. Hughart said last year
the electric bill for 30 days was $215.00, and right now many of
the lights need repair.
Councilman Lilly stated that he read in the paper that
Mr. Henry's office had mailed out some grants. He wanted to know
if ours was mailed out. Mayor Gibson replied that he had not
received an application in the mail yet.

,,

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: No committee reports.
Councilman Tidquist stated that receipts at the pool were up this
year in every category.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and passed by unanimous vote.

Mayoar
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Nitro City Council Meeting
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October 7, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers October 7, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman David Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Thomas Lilly and City Attorney Frank Armada. Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen and
Councilman Paul Hill were out of town on business.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of the
St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 16, 1975, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated~that each councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
review them. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for
approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hart and passed by unanimous vote.
SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Chairman of
the Finance Committee,gave the following report:
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Balance August 31, 1975
Receipts through September
Disbursements for September
Balance September 30, 1975

62,459.49
63,546.84
51,686.84
74,319.49

-"

APPALACHIAN POWER STREET LIGHT CONTRACT RENEWAL: Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy,Chairman of the Street Light Committee,
reported that he had gone over the contract and he recommended that
it be accepted as written. Councilman at Large Priddy made a
motion for approval of the contract. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hart and approved by unanimous vote.
TRAFFIC PROBLEMS ON 18TH STREET HILL AND THE POSSIBILITY OF
PLACING LOAD LIMIT SIGNS: Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Chairman of the Street & Traffic Committee, was absent from the
meeting and Mayor Gibson recommended that this matter be held in
committee until next council meeting.
POSSIBILITY OF OVERHEAD STOP SIGN OR BLINKING LIGHT AT
INTERSECTION OF LOCK STREET AND MAIN AVENUE: In the absence of
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, the Mayor recommended that this
be kept in committee until next council meeting.
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mayor Gibson stated that St. Albans and Dunbar were having
trick or treat night on October 30, and he suggested that Nitro
choose the same night. Councilman Lilly made a motion that
October 30, from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M., be designated as trick
or treat night. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart and
passed by unanimous vote.

The Mayor stated that he would like to appoint Mr. Victor
Wilford of 116 Brookhaven Drive, to the Sanitary Board to complete
the unexpired term of Mr. Donald Karnes, whose term expires on
November 21, 1975. He stated that Mr. Wilford is a registered
professional sanitary engineer. Councilman Lilly made a motion
for approval of the appointment. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and approved by unanimous vote.

^
•
•

The Mayor said that since this term on the Sanitary Board
would expire on November 21, 1975, he would like council approval
to continue Mr. Wilford's appointment for the following three-year
term. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made the motion for approval.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart and passed by unanimous
vote.
Mayor Gibson also announced that the work has been started
on the city maintenance garage. Councilman Casebolt asked if
Appalachian Engineers had been contacted regarding the follow-up
inspections of the work. The Mayor replied that they had.
The Mayor said that the fire chief had contacted West Virginia
Water Company regarding the fire hydrants recommended for the city
and Mr. Dawson is to give him a report regarding installation costs,
etc. Councilman Casebolt stated that it had been recommended on
the old fire hydrants the outlets be replaced with 4" ones. This
is not mandatory, but it is recommended that we change them as soon
as possible. On the new ones the 4" outlets are a must in order to
maintain the insurance rating. Mr. Dawson has been contacted and
he has a man checking the area for the new fire hydrants. We should
have a report by next council meeting as to the cost.
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The Mayor reported that the gas well on Fenton Circle had
been repaired, and the street department was repaving the street
at the location today.
He also stated that the Department of Highways had sent a
backhoe to work on the drainage problem near the Bobbie Brooks
plant but had stopped work temporarily due to utility lines in
the area.
The Mayor stated that as a result of his Police Court hearings
the mobile home in River Dale Acres that was in violation of the
zoning laws has been removed.
The Mayor stated that he had received
Mr. Ed Henry, and that it has already been
to his office on the money that we hope to
treatment project from the Water Resources

an application from
completed and sent in
get for the Sanitary
Division.

Mayor Gibson read a letter which had been written to the
governor concerning an additional grant of $53,255.00 on Contract #1,
Interceptor & Collector Lines, EPA Project C-540288. A copy of
this letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

I
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Mayor Gibson said he had a meeting with about twelve citizens
from the Dupont Avenue area and a gentlemen by the name of Bill
Hanrahan from the Department of Welfare, in regard to a number of
complaints about a house on Dupont Avenue. He said he feels sure
the problems can be eliminated or minimized soon.
The Mayor read a letter from Michael F. Goff, staff engineer
of the Health Department, to Mr. Robert Y. Hayne of Appalachian
Engineers, regarding the possible use of a site on Heizer Creek
for a Class III landfill. Mr. Goff states that the site is
unacceptable because of the instability of the soil and the
excessively steep access road required.
Another letter read was from Mrs. Charles Mann, Junior Dept.,
Nitro Woman's Club, requesting permission to organize a collection
for UNICEF on October 31, 1975. Councilman at Large Priddy made a
motion that permission be given. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
Another letter read was from Mr. Lawrence Craft, Nitro Police
Chief, which gave the results of an election held September 10,
1975, to fill the vacancy on the Policemen's Civil Service
Commission when Mr. Paul Hill of 3614 36th Street resigned,
effective September 9, 1975. Mr. H. Max Galloway of #2 Blake
Road was chosen.
Recorder Tom Melton:
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No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt said he would
like to have the area of the Smith Street landfill checked for pest
control. He said there have been reports of rats on the back side
of it.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mrs. Diana Ball, Secretary of
the PTA at Nitro Elementary school, asking permission to solicit
the businesses of Nitro for prizes for the school carnival. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that permission be given. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hart and passed unanimously.
Councilman Casebolt said that Appalachian Power is installing
the lights at Ridenour Memorial Park, and that he has been told
the park looks very good at night with the lights on. So far
only six have been installed, so the work is not completed.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:

No new business.

Councilman David Hart: Councilman Hart stated that
everyone had received a copy of a booklet "Rules and Regulations
for the Nitro Police Department". Since Councilman Paul Hill is
chairman of the Police Department Committee, and he could not
attend tonight, Councilman Hart asked that this be kept in
committee.
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Councilman Hart also stated that he had attended a meeting of
the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation Authority, and Mr. Frank
Armada should contact Mr. Tom Potter to clarify the voting status.
Councilman Hart said he would welcome any comments regarding the bus

service, and suggestions for improvement which he could relay to the
Transportation Authority. The meetings are the third Thursday in
each month. One thing that has met with success for the Transportation
Authority is the reduced fare for the handicapped and the senior
citizens.
Councilman Hart wanted it brought to the attention of the
Street Department that some weeds on Third Avenue just below 21st
Street and just before you get to 31st Street need attention.
Mr. and Mrs. James Green, owners of Nitro Beverages on First
Avenue, were present and were asked if they wished to speak to
council. Mr. Green stated that he had received a letter from
the police department informing him that he would have five days
to remove equipment he has stored beside the Penn Central Railroad
tracks and First Avenue across the street from his place of
business. Mr. Green said that he had called the police department
and asked for a 10-day extension and had been told to come to
council meeting and discuss it. He explained that it is refrigeration
equipment and he plans to use it, or part of it, in the remodeling
of his business and sell the remaining pieces. He was asked about
the timetable for completion of the remodeling. He replied that
he also works in the mines and the remodeling is done as he can
get to it. He also said that the equipment is on private property,
which belongs to a Mr. John Ray who lives in Charleston. The Mayor
explained that there had been several complaints about the
equipment being stored there. Councilman Lilly said that he felt
the decision on the extension would be something the Mayor and the
Police Chief would work out, and was not really a matter for council.
Councilman Hart said he recommended that the Mayor and the Police
Chief work out some extension with Mr. Green, since he seems to be
getting rid of the items in a prudent manner, but should Mr. Green
leave the items stored in the area for an unreasonable amount of
time, then something would need to be done.

I
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Councilman Lilly made a motion for adjournment. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
Reverend Arbogast gave a closing prayer.

Mayor ^

Recorder
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September 18, 1975

The Honorable Arch A. Moore, Jr.
Governor State of West Virginia
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Re: City of Nitro
Contract #1, Interceptor &

Collector Lines
EPA Project C-540288
Dear Governor Moore:
The residents of the City of Nitro are in the process of
constructing new sewers in areas which were without sewers.
This is to comply with State and Federal laws and also to improve
the unsanitary conditions prevailing within the City. Construction
contracts were awarded on July 15, 1975.
The total cost of this project will be $1,114,737. However,
EPA has determined that $79,640 will be ineligible cost with regards to their grant participation. This requires that the City
will have to come up with $345,917 as local share which is in
excess of 30% of the project cost.
We request that you make a grant to the City in the amount of
$53,255 to represent 57» of the eligible project cost. This will reduce the local share to $292,662, approximately 25.5% of the total
project cost.
Your office has previously made a grant to the City of Nitro
for Contract No. 2, EPA Project C-540179 for Sewage Treatment Plant
Improvements. This project is already under construction. The requested additional grant of $53,255 is for a companion project which
was inadvertenly omitted from the list, when the previous grants
were made.
Very truly yours,
William D. Gibson
Mayor
cc: Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
Attachment
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Sanitary Board
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Contract *1 (Interceptor and Collector lines) EPA Project C-540288
Financial Analysis
Item

Tc>tal Cost

Ineligible Costs

Eligible Costs

Construction

$ 937,031

$ 49,455

$ 887,576

18,740
65,592
56,222
20,300
46,852

3,460
2,965
20,300
2,470

Other Costs
Administrative
Basic Engineering
Inspection & Supervision
Legal & Fiscal
Contingencies
Total

$1,144,737

900

$ 79,640

17,750
62,132
53,257
-0 -

44,382
$1,065,097

EPA Grant at 75% of eligible cost = 0.75 x 1,065,097 = $798,820
Local Share = $1,144,737 - 798,820 = $345,917
State aid @ 5% of eligible project cost = 0.05 x 1,065,097 = $53,255
New Local Share = $345,917 - 53,255
= $292,662

CITY OF NITRO
$149,000 Sewerage System Revenue Bond,
Series 1975
MINUTES OF MEETING RE: PUBLIC HEARING ON
ORDINANCE FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF
ORDINANCE AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
I, Tom Melton, Recorder of the City of Nitro, hereby
certify that the following is a true and correct excerpt of the
minutes of a Special meeting of the Council of Said City held
to provide opportunity for public hearing pursuant to Section 6,
Article 13, Chapter 16, of the Code of West Virginia.
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The Council of the City of Nitro met in Special Session,
pursuant to notice duly given, on the 21st day of October, 1975,
at Nitro, West Virginia, at the hour of 7:30 p.m.
Present: Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman David Hart, Councilman
Thomas Lilly, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist and Coucilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen.
Absent:

None

The Mayor announced that a quorum of members was present
and that the meeting was open for any business properly to come
before the Council.
Thereupon the Mayor asked for protests and suggestions
regarding the Bond Ordinance for the $149,000 Sewerage System Revenue
Bond, Series 1975.
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There being none, upon motion by Councilman at Large Dr. R.
V. Allen and seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt, the action by
Council previously taken in connection with the Bond Ordinance was
ratified and confirmed.
There being no further business to come before the meeting,
on motionn duly made and seconded, it was ordered that the meeting
adj ourn.

fa,
Recorder

ayer
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I further hereby certify that the foregoing action of the
Council remains in full force and effect and has not been amended
or repealed.
WITNESS my signature on this 21st day of October, 1975.
Recorder
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
1201 DUNBAR AVENUE
DUNBAR. WV 25O64
t'

(304) 348-3612

October 10, 1975
CERTIFIED MAIL
Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor, City of Nitro
City Building
Nitro, WV "25143
Your grant application has been reviewed. In processing your application, it
is determined your project has 13 points out of a possible 15. At this time,
this places your project in the top ten on the priority list and thus makes
your project eligible for immediate processing of a grant.
It should be pointed out your project must proceed into the construction phase
to'assure the payment of the WDA grant funds. Payment of WDA grants will be
based essentially on completion "of work, much the same as the EPA grant payments.
There will be no payment prior to the initiation of construction; however,
payment may be made ahead of the EPA payments during the project construction.
i
In the event your project does not proceed into construction, it may be replaced
on the priority list by projects that move into construction. In this case,
vour project would be carried on the priority list and then adjusted periodically
as it progresses further toward construction. A subsequent grant would then
be awarded, provided funds were available for that purpose.
The WDA grant is to be for an amount not to exceed $100,000 and is subject to
the conditions set forth in the grant agreement and enclosed regulations.
If vou desire further to participate in the WDA grant program, please sign the
enclosed grant agreement and forward the original and first copy to this
office "Also, a copy of the City of Nitre's resolution designating the
signee'of the grant agreement must be returned along with the signed grant
agreement. 7

' -^h

Edgar N. Henry, PE
Director
cc Senators
Delegates
EPA-Wheel ing
Water Resources Division
Regional Planning Council
Federal-State Relations
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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October 21, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held
October 21, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. Those
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman At Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman David Hart and City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson.
Reverend Wilbur Turner of St. Paul's Methodist Church
gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 7, 1975, COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor
Gibson reminded Council that each had received a copy of the
minutes for the previous meeting in the mail, and had been given
an opportunity to review them. Councilman Lilly made a motion
for approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER, 1975, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr.
Tom Melton, City Recorder and Finance Chairman stated that all
council members had received a copy of the Financial Statement
and asked if there were any questions. Councilman Lilly asked
about the $1,500 that was withdrawn from the Policeman's Pension
and Relief Fund. Mr. Melton explained that one of the policemen
had resigned and had requested his savings.
Balance September 30, 1975 - $74,319.49
Councilman Hart made a motion to accept the Financial
Statement, the motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. The
motion passed with all council members voting in favor with the
exception of Councilmen Lilly and Priddy.
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TRAFFIC PROBLEMS ON 18th STREET HILL AND THE POSSIBILITY
OF PLACING LOAD LIMIT SIGNS: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman
of Street and Traffic Committee, stated that he had been in the area
and spoke with the City Engineer and he recommended "NO HEAVY TRUCKS
ALLOWED" signs, but he would not make a recommendation on the load
limit on that street. The City Engineer felt that it should be
cleared with Mr. Armada, City Attorney. Mr. Armada is to confer with
City Engineer as to the interpretation of load limits. Mayor Gibson
recommended that this be kept in committee until Mr. Armada conferred
with the City Engineer.

52
POSSIBILITY OF OVERHEAD STOP SIGN OR BLINKING LIGHT
AT INTERSECTION OF LOCK STREET AND MAIN AVENUE:Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of Street and Traffic Committee, said
that he felt a blinking light was out of the question because
of the cost factor involved and that maybe an overhead sign would
be sufficient, but there would have to be some other signs in
conjunction with it. There was some suggestions from the Council
on painting the street with a large "STOP" sign until a more
permanent arrangement could be made. It was decided to leave
this in committee until Councilman at Large Dr. Allen could
report back to Council.
CITY OF NITRO, POLICE DEPARTMENT: RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NITRO AS PROMULGATED
BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE AND
TO BE APPROVED BY THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL:Mayor Gibson stated
Council had approximately three weeks to review the Rules and
Regulations governing the Police Department and asked if there
were any questions. Councilman Hill, Chairman of the Police
Department Committee, made a motion to accept the adoption of
the Resolution. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt.
Councilman Hart stated the motion should read that the Rules and
Regulations should supersede any previous Rules and Regulations
that might conflict in any way. The motion was so amended. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion as amended. The motion carried
with the exception of Councilman Lilly, who was opposed. The
Resolution reads as follows with a copy of the Rules and Regulations
attached hereto and made a part hereof:

I

I

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NITRO TO ACCEPT THE
ADOPTION OF THE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NITRO AS
PROMULGATED BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
On a motion to accept the adoption by Councilman Hill, Chairman
of the Police Department Committee, and duly seconded by Councilman
Casebolt, it is hereby resolved that the departmental regulations
for the City of Nitro Police Department is hereby adopted; and any
prior rules or regulations in conflict with these rules and
regulations are hereby repealed.
It is
consist of
govern the
Department

further resolved that the aforesaid police regulations
fifteen chapters and sixty-six pages, and same shall
conduct, procedures and actions of the Nitro Police
of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, from this day forward.

Passed by Nitro City Council in a regularly scheduled council
meeting held on the 21st day of October, 1975, at 8:00 P.M.

Recorder
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CITY OF NITRO
POLICE DEPARTMENT

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE

I

POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NITRO
AS PROMULGATED BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER
AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE AND
APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL.

I

54

I

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER
I
II
III

PAGE

Organization of the Nitro Police Department...

1

General Rules

2

Courtesies

21

Prisoners

23

Bonds and Collateral

24

Chief of Police

30

Lieutenants and Sergeants

33

Sergeants

34

IX

Dispatchers

37

X

Secretaries

40

Patrolmen

41

Cruiser Patrol

46

General Principles of Law

50

Disciplinary Procedure

59

General

65

IV
V
VI
VII
VIII

XI
XII
XIII
XIV
XV

I

I

55
CHAPTER I

I

ORGANIZATION OF THE NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT

Section 1.

The Nitro Police Department of the City of

Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, shall consist
of one chief of police, one lieutenant, sergeants, and patrolmen
as the Council of the City of Nitro may from time to time authorize.
Section 2.

The civilian employees of the Nitro Police

Department shall consist of such number of secretaries, clerks,
laborers, and dispatchers as the Council of the City of Nitro may
from time to time authorize.
Section 3.

To be eligible for appointment as a member of

the Nitro Police Department of the City of Nitro an applicant must

I

comply with all of the West Virginia State Civil Service laws
governing the police of municipalities under civil service in the
State of West Virginia.
Section 4.

Applications for appointment on the Nitro

Police Department shall be made on forms furnished by the City
Clerk

of the City of Nitro, which forms may be procured from

said City Recorder's office.

Such application shall be in the

handwriting of and signed by the applicant and shall be filed with
the Recorder of the City of Nitro.
Section 5.

Appointments to the police department are for a

probationary period of one year; continuation in the service after
the expiration of that period being dependent upon the conduct of

I

the appointee and his capacity for the performance of the duties
to which assigned, as indicated -by reports of his superior officers.

CO
LO
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CHAPTER II

I

GENERAL RULES
Section 1.

It shall be the duty of every member of the

department to thoroughly familiarize himself with such chapter or
chapters of the Nitro police manual as deal specifically with the
duties of the rank or grade of such member within five days from
the date of issuance of such manual, and to thoroughly

familiarize

himself with all sections of such manual within thirty days of the
issuance thereof.
Section 2.

Notwithstanding the assignment of specific
(

duties and responsibilities to members of Nitro Police Department
by the provisions of this manual, all members of the department
shall perform all such other duties as may be required of them

I

by competent authority.
Section 3.

In carrying out the functions of the department,

namely the preservation of peace, the protection of life and
property, the prevention of crime, and the arrest of violators
of the law, all members of the force and employees of the department and all branches and bureaus thereof shall direct and coordinate
their efforts in such manner as will tend to establish and maintain
the highest standard of efficiency.
Section 4.

Members of the department are held to be always

on duty, although periodically relieved from the routine performance
of it; are always subject to orders from the proper authorities
and to call from citizens, and the fact that*they may be technically

I

off duty shall not be held as relieving them from the responsibilities
of taking proper police action in any matter coming to their attention
requiring such action.

I

I

I
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Section 5.

I

Members of the department shall promptly obey

any order emanating from any superior officer.

Should any such

order conflict with a previous order from any other superior
officer, or with any general, special or memorandum order, or
provisions of the manual, the member of the department to whom
such order is given shall respectfully call attention to such
conflict of orders, and if the officer giving the order does not
change same so as to obviate such conflict, his order shall stand
and the responsibility shall be his, and the person obeying same
will not be held in any way responsible for disobedience of any
orders theretofore issued.
Section 6.

When employed as a member of the department for

permanent duty, a member shall immediately report his correct

I

residence address and telephone number within
to the chief of police.

twenty-four hours

Every member of the department shall be

required to have a telephone at his residence address.
Section 7.

On the occurrence of disturbance it is the duty

of the police to restore order and disperse the crowd by moderate
efforts or persuasion, if possible.

If such efforts fail, force

must be used and the principals arrested.
Section 8.

Members of the department shall display coolness

and firmness at all times and shall act in concert and protect each
other in times of peril.

Any shrinking from responsibility or

danger will be deemed gross neglect of duty, for which penalty is
removal from the department.

I

Section 9.

Every member of the department shall be held

responsible for the proper performance of the duties assigned him
and for strict adherence on his part to the rules and regulations
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I

adopted from time to time for the government of the police
department, and it will not be received as an excuse or justification for anything he may do contrary to rules and regulations
or for anything he may omit to do that, he followed the advice or
suggestion of any other person, whether connected with the police
department or not, except when an officer of higher rank may take
upon himself the responsibility of issuing direct and positive
orders.
Section 10.

For any serious neglect of duty or violation

of the rules of the department an officer may suspend from duty
any subordinate, and for similar causes the chief of police may
be suspended by the mayor.

When a member of the force is suspended,

a report will be made in writing to the chief of police, who, if

I

he approves of the same, will make recommendations to the mayor.
Section 11.

Gambling in any form by any member of the

department in the police station is strictly prohibited; nor shall
members of the department frequent buildings or premises known as
or suspected of being resorts except in the line of duty.
Section 12.

Members of the department shall not be concerned,

directly or indirectly, in any compromise or arrangement, between
suspected violators of the law and persons who are alleged to
have suffered by their acts.
Section 13.

Members of the department shall not communicate,

verbally or in writing, directly or indirectly, in any manner or
form, any information which may enable persons guilty of criminal

I

or quasi-criminal acts to escape arrest or punishment, or dispose
of or secrete any money or other valuables which are the proceeds
of crime, or to destroy any evidence which would establish guilt.
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Section 14.

I

Members of the department shall not, except

by permission of a superior officer, communicate to any one but a
member of the force any information concerning cases in hand or
respecting orders he has received, or about his contemplated
movements.
Section 15.

Members of the department shall not, directly

or indirectly, seek publicity through the public press, or give
any information to any member of the press without the permission
of the chief of police.
Section 16.

Members of the department shall not carry

cigars, pipes, cigarettes, or tobacco of any form in their mouths
while in uniform on any public place.

They shall not smoke or

carry unlighted cigars, pipes, or cigarettes in their mouths if

I

on detail at any public or private assembly, while directing
traffic, while riding on motorcycles, or while engaged in conversation with citizens or superior officers.
Section 17.

Members of the department shall not wear their

badges when off active duty, but shall carry them in such a manner
as to permit ready display when necessary.

When off duty and in

civilian clothes any place in the City of Nitro except in their
residences, they shall carry their badges and service revolver at
all times.

When off duty and not in full uniform, members of the

force shall wear their service revolver in such a manner as to
conceal them from view.
Section 18.

I

Members of the department shall not'testify

in civil cases unless legally summoned to do so.
Section 19.

Members of the department shall not interfere

with the cases of other members, except by consent of such other
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members or their commanding officer.

I

Section 20.

Members of the department shall not carry an

umbrella while in uniform.
Section 21.

Members of the department shall not swing or

toy with their batons (mace).
Section 22.

Members of the department shall not have their

hands or batons (mace) in their pockets while in uniform, with the
exception of during extremely cold weather when it may become
necessary to place their hands in mackinaw pockets to prevent
freezing.
Section 23.

Members of the department shall not engage in

any line of business where such action will in any manner, directly
or indirectly, interfere with the proper and efficient performance

I

of police duty.
Section 24.

Members of the department shall not perform at

any time for wage, salary, fee, gift, or other compensation, any
work or service of any character for any person, firm," or corporation
other than that required by their official position in the police
department where such work will, directly or indirectly, interfere
with the proper and efficient performance of police duty.
Section 25.

Members of the department shall not play cards

or games in the station house at any time when actually on duty.
Section 26.

Members of the department shall not use their

revolvers except:
(a) To defend themselves from death or serious injury.

I

(b) To defend another person unlawfully attacked from death
or serious injury.
(c) To effect the arrest or to prevent the escape, when

CO
CO

67
every other means for effecting the arrest has been

I

exhausted, of a convicted felon or of a person who
has committed a felony in the policeman's presence or
whose guilt is clear, or when a felony has been committed
and the policeman has reasonable grounds to believe the
person he is attempting to apprehend committed the
felony,
(d) To kill a dangerous animal, or to kill an animal so
badly injured that humanity requires its removal from
further suffering.
A policeman who fires a revolver in a public place takes many
risks and must do so in such a manner as will not jeopardize the
lives of innocent persons.

I

Section 27.

Members of the department shall at all times

maintain decorum and command of temper; shall be patient and
discreet, and shall not use harsh, violent, profane or insolent
language, and be courteous and considerate under all circumstances.
Section 28.

Members of the department shall be punctual in

reporting for duty at the time and place designated by their
superior officers.
Section 29.

When members of the department sever their

connections with the department they shall deliver to their
commanding officers their badge, cap plate, and all other property
and equipment furnished to them by the City of Nitro.
Section 30.

I

Members of the department shall report to their

immediate superiors any violation of Section 8, Chapter II of the
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rules of the Nitro Police Department by any other member of the

I

department, the penalty for which may be dismissal from the
department.
Section 31.

Members of the department shall familiarize

themselves with the statutes of the State of West Virginia and
the ordinances of the City of Nitro, and failure to do so, or to
take action respecting violations of such statutes and ordinances
coming to their attention or about which they have knowledge will
be deemed neglect of duty.
Section 32.

Members of the department shall make full

reports, at the station, of all crimes, accidents and injuries to
persons, damage to property, persons found sick in public places,
missing persons or any other type of report not specifically set

I

forth above or required by this manual but which is required in
any general or memorandum order of the police department on any
matter coming to their attention.

Any report form of said depart-

ment on which instructions appear, shall constitute an order of
said department.

All the reports required by this section shall

be completed in detail and submitted promptly.
Section 33.

In cases where arrests for the commission of

crimes are made on the spot, without any previous report having
been made, a report will be filed in the same manner and form as
though no arrest had been made and shall include the fact that the
case has been cleared by arrest.

Such reports to be completed

in detail and made promptly.

I

Section 34.

Personal injuries on public space and

damage to city property.

All reports made by police officers

relating to this section shall clearly state the source of the

8
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information contained therein.

I

PERSONAL INJURIES ON PUBLIC SPACE:

In all cases involving

falls of persons on public space or any other cases resulting in
personal injury to persons on public space, the police officer
witnessing or hearing of such an accident shall, if a witness,
immediately mark the point of the fall or incident, or, if he
hears of the accident, shall obtain the name and address of the
injured party and determine from the injured party if possible
all the circumstances including the precise location of the fall
or incident, and forthwith mark the same, and shall determine
the names and addresses of all witnesses who have information
regarding the circumstances of the fall or incident.

Whether the

officer has completed his investigation or not, he shall cause the

I

Mayor or his representative to be notified immediately or at any
event not later than the morning following the accident in order
that he may arrange for photographs to be taken and measurements
made.

Upon completion of his investigation, the officer shall

promptly make a full report through channels to the Mayor or his
representative.
DAMAGE TO CITY PROPERTY:

All accidents involving damage to

city property or involving city vehicles, shall be promptly reported
through channels to the department head in writing and he in turn
will report same to chief executive.
Section 35.

Members of the department shall be vigilant

in observing the condition of streets, sidewalks, alleys, or other

I

parcels of ground in the City of Nitro; shall promptly report any
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defects in, obstruction on, or other conditions likely to cause

I

injury to persons or damage to property.

They shall, if necessary,

take prompt action to barricade the same during the day, and to
see that such places are properly lighted at night.
Section 36.

Any member of the department who loses his

badge or other equipment or insignia through carelessness in failure
to properly secure or attach same, or who, having lost any part
of his equipment, fails to report such fact promptly, in writing,to
his commanding officer, shall be deemed guilty of neglect of duty.
Section 37.

Members of the department shall be vigilant

in the matter of locating persons suffering from malignant, or
epidemical diseases, reporting such cases promptly to the health
department through their station.

I

Section 38.

In all cases of accident or illness requiring

an officer's attention, members of the department shall render
prompt assistance, taking such action as may be necessary in the
premises.
Section 39.

Members of the department shall not, through

threat or recommendation, or in any other manner directly or
indirectly, use their office for the purpose of influencing the
lawful business, profession, or occupation of any person or
persons.
Section 40.

When a member of the department discovers a

fire he shall first, make every effort to arouse the occupants of
the premises and in order to better accomplish this end, he should

I

seek all possible aid from.persons available at the scene.

10
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then sound an alarm of fire by telephone to fire-alarm headquarters,

I

or turn in an alarm from the nearest fire alarm box, whichever
means is more readily available.

He shall prevent interference

with the firemen by pedestrians and traffic, and make a report at
the station of all facts and circumstances.

If the fire is suspicious

in origin he shall make a thorough investigation with a view to
prosecution.
Section 41.

Members of the department on patrol duty shall,

when they hear fire apparatus, immediately communicate with their
stations and ascertain the location of the fire.

If the fire is

on their beat, they shall respond promptly; if not on their beat
they shall comply with the instructions issued them at the time of
their inquiry.

I

It is the duty of police at fires to clear the immediate area
of traffic and spectators and to prevent persons from crowding '
or standing near entrances to the burning building and to facilitate
in every way the activities of the Fire Department.

All persons,

except firemen, shall be kept out of the building until the
occupant has resumed possession.

Persons bearing fire actuary

passes, or employees of the gas or electric company may be permitted
to enter such premises in connection with their official duties,
but representatives of the press shall be excluded from the premises
although they may, if identified by properly displayed current
press passes, operate within fire lines.

In the case of fires in

unoccupied or closed premises the police shall notify the occupant,

I

owner, or agent thereof.

It is very important that the contents

of the building be protected against larceny by those who might
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take advantage of the confusion existent at the scene of fires.

I

Section 42.

Any member of the department who finds a dead

body or learns of a case where death has ensued without a physician
having been in attendance, shall immediately notify the dispatcher
on duty where the body is found and receive instructions relative
to further proceedings.

The officer on the scene shall note all

particulars, not disturb or permit the disturbance of the body or
surroundings and shall allow no unauthorized person within the
premises or near the point where the body is found until such time
as the coroner has arrived and taken charge.

He shall not handle

or permit the handling of weapons, glassware, furniture, or other
smooth surfaced objects.

He shall maintain the possible crime

scene in exactly the same condition as discovered by him.

I

He

shall carefully preserve all fingerprints, handprints, footprints,
and tireprints.

He shall take the names of persons who may have

knowledge of the occurrence, and if necessary detain any individual
whose statement might be needed in establishing any fact in connection with the case and shall arrest any person against whom
there exists a reasonable suspicion of guilt supported by facts,
circumstances, or credible information

and shall make a complete

report at the station of all facts and details connected with the
case.
Section 43.

Members of the department while on duty shall

devote their whole time and attention to the business of the
department.

I

Section 44.

Members of the department shall give their names

and badge number to persons who request them.
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Section 45.

I

Except by permission of the chief of police

or the commanding officer of the bureau or division, no information
concerning the status of any matter or case under investigation,
or concerning contemplated changes in either the policy or personnel
of the department, shall be given to any one not a member of the
department, nor shall members of the department deliver addresses
at public gatherings concerning the department except by direction
of the chief of police.
Section 46.

It shall be the duty of every member of the

force to report in writing to the commanding officer any injury
to his person or any damage to city property in his charge whether
such injury to person or damage to property occurs when such
member of the department is on or off duty, such report to be

I

in detail and to give the names and addresses of all witnesses.
Where a member of the department is injured to such an extent
that he is physically unable to make such report same will be
made by his immediate superior officer.
Section 47.

Members of the department shall, when they use

their revolvers, batons (maces),or blackjacks, make a complete
report of same to their commanding officer who shall make a
thorough investigation of the case.
Section 48.

Whenever a member of the department is called

to the scene of a rape, robbery, serious assault, housebreaking,
or other high crime, he shall take immediate steps to prevent any
disturbance of the crime scene or visible or latent evidence such
as fingerprints, footprints, bloodstains, documents, etc.- He shall

I

prevent the entrance of any unauthorized person or persons,
question all witnesses who may have knowledge of the circumstances
and obtain their names and addresses.

Where it is evident the
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crime is of a serious nature, he shall make a full report of all

I

facts at the station.
Section 49.

In all cases involving the arrest of persons

as fugitives from other jurisdictions, members of the department
shall immediately notify the officer in charge of the circumstances
under which the arrest is requested.

Where the arrest need not

be made at once to prevent the escape of such wanted person, and
in all cases where warrants are forwarded to this department for
service, such arrests shall be made by or under the direction of
a member assigned to that duty or some member of the department
designated by competent authority.
Section 50.

Members of the department shall serve all

warrants promptly and in the cases of assault or threat warrants

I

or other warrants for serious offenses shall, when such warrants
are given them for service, make careful inquiry as to the whereabouts of the defendant; where he is employed, etc.

The officer

having the warrant in his possession shall immediately take such
action as is necessary for the prompt service of the warrant.

If

it is necessary to send a lookout on the radio to all cars,
obtain proper description and send such lookout.

Members of the

department are reminded that proper handling of such warrants
could possibly result in the saving of some person's life and
failure to properly and immediately act in such cases will be
deemed gross neglect of duty.
Section 51.

I

When questioned by superior officers in

connection with matters relating to the official business of
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the police department, it is the duty of the subordinates to

I

respond to such questions as are asked.

Refusal to respond to

such questioning is in itself a violation of the rules of the
department and subject to disciplinary penalties.

In any case

where a subordinate declines or refuses to answer proper questions
relating to his official duties, it will be the duty of the
superior officer to make a complete report of the circumstances
together with a recommendation for appropriate disciplinary action
based on the refusal of the subordinate to make a statement as
directed.

This is in addition to any other charges against the

offender which the circumstances may warrant.
Section 52.

When a member of the department takes a

weapon alleged to have been used in the commission of a crime,

I

he shall mark the same in such a manner as will enable him to
identify it afterwards, and the return sent to the chief of
police with the weapon shall contain a description of such
marks.

Where property is found in the possession of prisoners,

recovered from pawnshops, or secondhand dealers, or otherwise
recovered by a member of the department, and is claimed to be
the proceeds of crimes, such property shall be marked in a like
manner.

All marks required by this section shall be clearly

legible to any person having occasion to examine the same when
it is introduced as evidence.
Section 53.

Members of the department who finds aban-

doned vehicles on public space shall, before having such vehicle

I

hauled into a garage as abandoned property, make a thorough
investigation to determine ownership.
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include canvas of the immediate vicinity in which the vehicle

I

is found and a check of the license number, if any, with the
records of the West Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.

If

the owner cannot be found and the vehicle is hauled to a garage,
the officer impounding the vehicle shall furnish department of
public safety communications with the license and engine numbers
to be checked against the listing of stolen vehicles.
Section 54.

All property or money alleged or supposed to

have been feloniously obtained, or which shall be lost or
abandoned, and which shall be thereafter taken into custody of
any member of the police force or which shall come into such
custody, shall be, by such member, given into the custody of the
chief of police and kept by him.

I

Section 55.

All such property and money shall be particularly

registered by the chief of police, or someone in the department
whom he shall designate, in a book kept for that purpose, which
shall contain also a record of the names of the persons from
whom such property or money was taken, the names of all claimants
thereto, the place where found, the time of the seizure, the date
of the receipt, the general circumstances connected therewith,
and any final disposal of such property and money.
(a) Upon satisfactory evidence of the ownership of property
or money described in the preceding paragraph, the chief of
police shall deliver the same to the owner, his next of kin, or
legal representative and to him or them only.

I

If in any case,

it is proven impracticable for such owner, next of kin, or legal
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representative to appear, the chief of police may deliver such

I

property or money to any person having a duly executed power of
attorney from such owner, or his next of kin, or legal representative, upon the filing of such power of attorney in the office
of said chief of police and the signing of a receipt for such
property or money.
(b)

In the event two or more persons claim ownership of any

such property or money, the chief of police may give notice by
registered mail to all such claimants of whom he shall have knowledge
of the time of a hearing in the municipal court to determine the
person to whom the property or money shall be delivered.

At the

time so designated, the judge of the municipal court shall hear
and receive evidence of ownership of the property or money concerned

I

and shall determine the identity of the owner.

After such hearing,

the municipal court judge shall order the chief of police to
deliver the property or money to the person whom the municipal
court judge shall determine is the owner, his next of-kin, or
legal representative, and to him or them only.
(c) No property or money in the possession of the chief of
police alleged to have been feloniously obtained or to be the
proceeds of crime shall be delivered under this section if it is
required to be held, unless the prosecuting attorney of Kanawha
County or Putnam County or the municipal judge of the City of
Nitro shall certify that such property or money is not needed as
evidence in the prosecution of a crime.

I

Section 56. Whenever property or money shall be taken from
persons arrested, and shall be alleged to have been feloniously
obtained, or to be the proceeds of crime, and whenever so brought
with such claimant and the person arrested before any court for
17
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trial, and the court shall be satisfied from evidence that the

I

person arrested is innocent of the offense alleged, and that the
property rightfully belongs to him, the chief of police shall
return such property or money to the accused person himself or
to an agent authorized by the accused person to receive the
property or money.
Section 57.

When perishable property is turned over to

the chief of police as the proceeds of a crime, he may deliver it
to the owner on ample security being taken by the court for his
appearance to prosecute the case.
Section 58.

It shall be the duty of the members of the

department to respect and obey the orders of the mayor, chief of
police, and the officers of the Nitro Police Department subject

I

to rules, regulations and general orders of said department.
Section 59.

The chief of police shall provide specific

rules for uniform clothing of the police department, and any
member shall be removed from the force for not complying with
such rules.
Section 60.

If any member of the police force shall neglect

to make an arrest for an offense which is committed in his presence,
he shall be deemed guilty of misconduct and subject to dismissal
or other administrative punishment which the mayor shall direct.
Section 61.

No member of the police department shall receive

or share in, for his own benefit, under any pretense whatever, any
present, fee, or emolument, for police service, other than the
regular salary and pay provided by law except by consent of the

I

mayor or chief of police.

This rule will not prohibit any police

officer from receiving any unsolicited presents by legitimate
friends and business people during the Christmas season.
1Q
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For meritorious and extraordinary services rendered by any

I

member of the police department, in the due discharge of his duty,
the chief of police may permit such member to retain for his own
benefit any reward or present tendered him therefor.
Section 62.

It shall be deemed misconduct for any member

of the police department to receive any donation or contribution
or other things of value from any person for assisting in causing
the procuring of any lawyer or bondsman for a person under charge.
Section 63.

It shall be deemed misconduct for any police

officer, in advance of any raid by police or other peace officers
or public officials or the execution of any search warrant or
warrant for arrest, to give or furnish either directly or
indirectly, any information concerning such proposed raid or

I

arrest to any person other than those officially entitled to
such information by virtue of office:

PROVIDED, however, that

it shall not be deemed misconduct for any police or other
peace officer, in conducting any raid or in executing any search
warrant or warrant of arrest, to communicate to any responsible
person any fact necessary to enable such officer to obtain from
such responsible person information necessary to enable such
officer to carry out said raid or execute such process.
Section 64.

No Police Officer shall attempt, in any manner,

to communicate with or influence the Police Civil Service Commission
or any member thereof with respect to any matter under their
jurisdiction, except in a matter provided by law.
Section 65.

I

Each member of the Police Department will be

required, for the purpose of personnel records, to furnish a
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I

photostatic copy of their marriage certificate or other certified
proof of marriage, and a photostatic copy of the birth certificate
of each child under eighteen years of age.
Section 66.

Each member of the department must at all

times appear neat and clean, and keep his clothing and equipment in proper order.

Whenever he appears before the public he

must be properly shaven, hair properly groomed, and clean as to
his person and clothing.

When necessity causes any uncleanliness

or lack of neatness, the member will avail himself of the first
opportunity to remedy this condition.
The official uniform may be worn at any time in cool weather
and shall be worn upon all ceremonial or other appropriate

I

occasions as specified.

The two uniforms will be worn when the

Commanding Officer specifies.

The manner of dress when appearing

before the court must be above reproach.

I
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COURTESIES
CHAPTER III

I

Section 1.

Courtesy.

Members of the department shall at

all times treat citizens, associates, and superior officers with
respect and civility, and shall, even in the face of provocation,
refrain from the use of harsh, profane, or abusive language.
Section 2.

When members of the department are assigned along

parade routes, they shall face the crowd at all times unless otherwise directed.

Salutes to the colors shall be given by the

commanding officer of the section.
Section 3.

Salute to national anthem.

Whenever the

national anthem is played where members of the force are present
and not in formation, they shall stand at attention, and, if in

I

uniform and equipped with baton (mace), they shall render the
baton salute at the first note of the anthem, retaining the
position until the last note of the anthem.

If in uniform,

covered and not provided with baton, they shall render the hand
salute.
(a)

If not in uniform and covered, they shall uncover at

the first note of the anthem, holding the headdress opposite the
left shoulder and so remain until its close, except that in
inclement weather the headdress may be slightly raised.
(b)

If in formation, the organization shall be brought

to attention and the salute rendered by the officer in command.
Section 4.

I

Salute to flag.

When uncased colors pass,

members of the department in uniform will render the hand salute
if not equipped with baton (mace), and the baton salute if so
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equipped; if in civilian dress and covered, they will uncover,

I

holding the headdress opposite the left shoulder with the right
hand.
(a) Like honors will be rendered in connection with funerals
where the casket or caisson is draped with the American flag.

I

I
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CHAPTER IV

I

PRISONERS
Section 1.

When an officer makes an arrest he shall

convey, or cause to be conveyed, the prisoner to the station
without delay.
Section 2.

When a prisoner is brought to the station, the

prescribed entries shall be made on the arrest records.

Such

records shall show the full name; for example, Jones, Thomas Jackson;
not Jones, Thomas J. or Jones, T. J.

The spelling of all names

must be correct and plainly written.
Section 3.

Before being placed in confinement, prisoners

shall be thoroughly searched and all weapons and other articles
with which they might injure themselves or effect an escape, money,

I

jewelry, other articles of apparent material value, billfolds and
contents, ties, belts, and suspenders taken from them.

A record

shall be made on the arrest card in the space provided for that
purpose; showing money, weapons, and jewelry taken from such
prisoner.

If more than one line is required for making entries

of the prisoner's property, additional lines shall be used.

The

officer recording the arrest shall enter his name and the name of
the officer searching the prisoner on the arrest card.

After

being recorded on the record of arrest, the property shall be
placed in an envelope upon which shall be written the name of the
prisoner, and the date of arrest:

PROVIDED, That the property to

be held as evidence or as proceeds of crime shall be recorded

I

separately on the record of arrest and held separately.

Personal

property and other articles shall be returned to him upon their
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being released, upon proper receipt being given, such receipt

I

to show each article returned.

When a prisoner is released on

bond or collateral, or finally released by court, all property
except property held as evidence and firearms shall be returned
to him and proper receipt therefore.

All firearms shall be

checked with the National Crime Information Center and then
forwarded to the chief of police with an evidence tag for final
disposition.
Section 4.

Persons arrested, unless released from jail

on bond or collateral, or otherwise, as provided by this manual
or by existing law, shall be conveyed to the first session of
court after arrest.

In appropriate cases, persons arrested shall

be arraigned before the Municipal Court of the City of Nitro or

I

such other court as may be directed by the mayor or chief of police.
The officer or officers responsible for the arrest shall be present
in the court to prosecute or to present evidence.

An appropriate

charge or charges will be placed against the persons arrested
before arraignment.

Any officer who, without good cause, fails

to be present in court to prosecute a case, or any member of the
department receiving a message that a case has been set for trial
and fails to promptly notify the witnesses of same, will be
deemed in neglect of duty.
Section 5.

When it is necessary to have a female prisoner

searched, the jail matron shall be notified and shall conduct the
necessary search.

I

Section 6.

Immediately upon an arrest being recorded at

the station, inquiry shall "be made of the prisoner as to the
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person or persons he wishes notified of his arrest, and the

I

dispatcher shall at once make every reasonable effort to communicate with such person or persons, except where such action might
serve to defeat the ends of justice or entail expense to the city.
Section 7.

No one except persons duly authorized shall

be permitted to visit or converse with a prisoner while confined
at the station house, except as to members of the department and
counsel for prisoners, such visit and conversation shall be in
the presence of the officer in charge or an officer designated
by him.
Section 8.

When an attorney visits the station for the

purpose of interviewing a client who is being held as a prisoner,
such client shall, if requested and practicable, be brought from

I

the cell room and afforded every reasonable opportunity for confidential consultation with such attorney, consistent with proper
safeguards against escape or the commission of any unlawful act.
Section 9.

Where the condition of a prisoner is such that

it is difficult to determine whether he is ill or intoxicated, or
when a prisoner is taken ill in the station, he shall be immediately
conveyed to a hospital.
Section 10.

Prisoners shall be treated with consideration.

Harsh, violent, or obscene language on the part of officers toward
prisoners will not be tolerated.

The use of force beyond that

necessary to maintain an arrest or restrain a prisoner may subject
the offending officer to removal from the department.

I

Section 11.

It is the policy of the Police Department to

avoid creating a record in regard to juveniles who have not
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previously had any contact with the law.

I

Accordingly, an

investigation should be made to determine the possibility of
avoiding the making of a record before transferring a child to
the custody of the juvenile bureau.

When a child has been taken

into custody by the police and parents or guardian cannot be
found, or where the parents or guardian fail or refuse to promise
in writing to produce the child for a hearing before the juvenile
court, and where investigation indicates that the making of a
record for the child cannot be avoided, the child, regardless of
sex, under the age of 18 years, shall be conveyed to the police
station where proper record shall be made, and shall then be
transferred to the custody of the juvenile authorities.

Under no

circumstances or conditions will any child under the age of 18

I

years be detained in the police station beyond the time necessary
for a brief investigation leading to the possibility of avoiding
making a record for such child, the possibility of transferring
custody of the child to his parents or guardians for production
in court, or for proper recording of the case, and the transfer
to an authorized representative of the juvenile authority.
In case of lost children, fugitives from parents, juvenile
fugitives from institutions, a report of the circumstances and
facts will be immediately reported to the juvenile authorities.

I
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CHAPTER V

I

BONDS AND COLLATERAL
Section 1.

The chief, lieutenant, sergeants, patrolmen,

dispatchers and secretary assigned to duty at desk shall have the
authority, the same as the clerk of the municipal court, to receive
bail or collateral for the appearance of defendents in court from
persons charged with offenses triable in the municipal court of
the City of Nitro.

Collateral shall only be taken in the office

of the dispatcher.•
Section 2.

Except in cases where the amount of collateral

to be deposited for the appearance of a defendant in court is fixed
by specific orders from the court, or in his absence, by the officer

I

in charge.

In those cases in which the minimum amount of collateral

to be deposited for the appearances of the defendant in court has
been approved by the municipal court, no amount of collateral less
than the minimum specified will be accepted.
Section 3.

When a prisoner makes a request for a bondsman,

the provisions of this manual and the Code of the City of Nitro
shall be strictly complied with.
A typewritten or printed list alphabetically arranged of all
persons engaged under authority of the circuit courts of Kanawha
and Putnam Counties in the business of becoming surety upon bonds
for compensation in criminal cases shall be posted in a conspicuous
place in the dispatchers office and the city jail, and one or

I

more copies thereof kept on hand; and when any person who is
detained in custody shall request any person in charge thereof
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I

to furnish him the name of a bondsman, or to put him in communication
with a bondsman, said list shall be furnished to the person so requesting, and it shall be the duty of the dispatcher or person in
charge of such place of detention within a reasonable time to put
the person so detained in communication with the bondsman so selected.
Section 4.

No member of the department or employee of the

department shall, directly or indirectly, by inference or suggestion,
or in any manner whatsoever, initiate a request for the services
of a bondsman.
Section 5.

Commanding officers and persons in charge of the

station, desk, or other places where prisoners are held in custody
will see that bondsmen, agents, clerks, or representatives of

I

bondsmen strictly comply with the provisions of the Code of the
City of Nitro.

When the conditions set forth in the Code of the

City of Nitro have been complied with, the bondsman or his authorized
agent shall be permitted to see the prisoner concerned, but in no
case shall a bondsman or his representative be permitted to enter
the cell room or other room where prisoners are confined.
No bondsman, agent, clerk, or representative of any bondsman
shall enter the dispatcher's office or the city jail or other
places in which persons in the custody of the law are detained in
the City of Nitro for the purpose of obtaining employment as a
bondsman, without having been previously called by a person so
detained, or by some relative or other authorized person acting
for or on behalf of the person so detained, and whenever any person

I

engaged in bonding business as principal, or as clerk, agent, or
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representative of another, shall enter the dispatcher's office or

I

the city jail or other place where persons in the custody of the
law are detained in the City of Nitro, he shall forthwith give to
the person in charge thereof his mission there, the name of the
person calling him, and requesting him to come to such place, and
the same shall be recorded by the person in charge of such place,
and the failure to give such information or the failure of the
person in charge to make and preserve such a record, shall
constitute a violation of the rules and regulations and such
person shall be subject to such administrative punishment as
the mayor shall direct.

I

I
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CHAPTER VI
CHIEF OF POLICE

I

Section 1.

The chief of police is the executive officer

of the Nitro Police Department, and in the exercise of his powers
and duties as such shall be subject to such orders, rules and
regulations as may, from time to time, be issued by the mayor and
council of the City of Nitro and the Civil Service Commission of
the Nitro Police Department, and he shall be responsible to the
said mayor and council of the City of Nitro and the Civil Service
Commission of the Nitro Police Department for the proper and
efficient conduct, control and discipline of the department.
Section 2.

He shall take such measures as will insure

prompt and vigorous enforcement of all criminal statutes, laws,

I

regulations and ordinances, the enforcement of which come properly
within the scope of the police function and power.
Section 3.

He shall promulgate all orders, rules and

regulations of the mayor and council of the City of Nitro and the
Civil Service Commission of the Nitro Police Department which
pertain to the work of the Nitro Police Department, and shall
issue such instructions, and promulgate such orders, rules and
regulations, not inconsistent with law or with the orders of the
mayor and council of the City of Nitro and the Civil Service
Commission of the Nitro Police Department, as he may deem proper
in the exercise of his functions as chief executive of the
department.
Section 4.

I

Except as otherwise provided by law or the

provisions of this manual,'he shall order and direct such assignments
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to duty, details, and transfers as he may deem necessary in the

I

interest of the public service of such officers as may be assigned
to duty in the Police Department by the mayor and the Civil
Service Commission.
Section 5.

He shall, when necessary, immediately proceed

to the scene of any riot, tumultuous assemblage, or other unusual
occurrence and take command of the force and direct its efforts
in the work at hand.
Section 6.

He shall have power to summarily suspend or

order the suspension from duty of any member of the department for
any misconduct, and shall report such suspension, together with
the facts in the case, to the mayor and Civil Service Commission.
Section 7.

I

When charges are filed with him against any

member of the department, he shall, when in his judgment the best
interests of the department are to be subserved thereby, refer
such charges to the mayor and Civil Service Commission.
Section 8.

He shall exact from all members of the

department unquestioned loyalty, unfailing energy and strict
obedience and shall take prompt action in vigorously prosecuting
any member guilty of interfering with, or in any manner obstructing
or attempting to obstruct, the orderly and efficient operation and
conduct thereof.
Section 9.

He shall, at such times as he deems it necessary,

make a thorough inspection of the department under his command,
which inspection shall include the personnel, the building, and

I

all property of the department.
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Section 10.

I

He shall order and direct such instruction and

training for and by the members of the department as he may deem
necessary.
Section 11.

If it should become necessary for him to take

sick or annual leave, he shall designate a commissioned officer
to act as commanding officer in charge of the police department
in his absence.
Section 12.

He shall make a written report annually to

the mayor of the City of Nitro as to the operations of the
department for the fiscal year ending June 30, and shall submit
recommendations for improvements, together with estimates of the
amount necessary for its conduct and operations for the year
subsequent to the date of such report.

I

He shall make such other

general and special reports as may be required.
Section 13.

He shall set up and maintain in his office all

personnel, service, and efficiency records and supervise the pay
rolls and all expenditures of the police department.
Section 14.

He shall frequently confer with all divisions,

bureau and platoon commanders as to conditions in respect to their
division or platoon.
Section 15.

Not less than ten (10) days prior to the

expiration of the probationary term of each patrolman, he shall
make a written report to the mayor as to the fitness and
qualifications of that patrolman, including his recommendations
for the promotion of such patrolman to permanent department status

I
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CHAPTER VII

I

LIEUTENANT AND SERGEANTS
Section 1.

Each lieutenant or sergeant will be held

responsible during his tour of duty for the preservation of
peace, maintenance of order, the prevention of crime, and the
detection of criminals within the bounds of the City of Nitro;
for the enforcement by himself and by his subordinates of all
laws, regulations, and ordinances for the enforcement of which
the police department is responsible; for the proper performance
of police duty by the members of his command; for the enforcement
of all rules and regulations of the department, and for the rigid
maintenance of police discipline in his division or platoon.
Section 2.

I

In case of riot or other grave emergency, the

commanding officer shall immediately proceed to the scene with all
available force and direct the efforts of the police in protecting
life, property and preserving the peace.

I
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CHAPTER VIII

I

SERGEANTS
Section 1.

Sergeants shall have immediate supervision

of patrolmen.
Section 2.

They shall give the members of their shift

their assignments and enforce attention to the reading of dispatches,
orders, and complaints; shall see that warrants, subpoenas,
notices and official papers are given to the proper men for
service or attention, and note name of officers to whom given on
proper record.
Section 3.

They shall familiarize themselves with laws

and regulations in force in the City of Nitro and with the orders,
rules, and regulations for the government of the Nitro Police

I

Department and shall advise and direct the actions of those
subordinate to them.
Section 4.

They shall communicate with the station through

the patrol signal system at least once each hour and shall not
leave the confines of the city without permission of the officer
in command.
Section 5.

They shall note and promptly report any

misconduct or violation of the rules and regulations on the part
of any subordinate.
Section 6.

At the expiration of their tour of duty they

shall carefully examine the patrol signal system record for the
purpose of ascertaining if the men have communicated with the

I

station in accordance with the rules, and shall investigate and
report any discrepancy in time or figures.
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Section 7.

I

They shall report to the station at the

expiration of their tour of duty and receive reports from the
section reporting off duty, and shall ascertain if all summons,
warrants, and notices given to their section for service have
been properly disposed of.

They shall note the condition and

appearance of the men, and shall call the attention of the
officer then in command to any unusual circumstances in connection
therewith.
Section 8.

They shall be chargeable with enforcement of

law, the prevention of crime and disorder, and shall instruct
and assist those under their supervision in the proper performance
of their duties.
Section 9.

I

They are strictly enjoined to at all times

require from their subordinates a proper attitude of respect
and obedience.
Section 10.

They shall set an example to their subordinates

in sobriety, discretion, skill, industry, the observance of proper
discipline, and shall at all times appear neatly attired, clean
in person and equipment.
Section 11.

They shall jointly be responsible with other

supervising officers for the proper care and condition of all
police vehicles and to this end shall make thorough inspection
of such vehicles and equipment assigned thereto at the completion
of their tour of duty.

They shall promptly report any loss,

damage, or defects to the chief of police.

I
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I

Section 12.

Inasmuch as the efficiency of the patrol

force depends largely upon the manner in which the sergeants
perform their duty and enforce discipline, they shall be held
jointly responsible with the commanding officers for the proper
conduct and appearance of subordinates, and will be deemed
guilty of neglect of duty and inefficiency where those under
their command and supervision are habitually lax and indifferent
in the performance of their duty.

I

I
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CHAPTER IX

I

DESK DISPATCHER
Section 1.

Dispatcher assigned to desk communications

while so assigned shall be obeyed and respected.

When on active

duty and during the absence of other superior officers they shall
be in charge of the station.
Section 2.

Insofar as applicable, the rules for police

officers shall apply to dispatcher assigned to duty at desk.
Section 3.

They shall perform the clerical work of the

station in recording arrests, preparing reports, requisitions,
and property returns; receive, send and record telephone and
radio messages, and perform such other duties as may be required
of them.

I

Section 4.

They shall receive, and where necessary, record

complaints of citizens made to them, and shall take such action
as may be necessary according to the circumstances.
Section 5.

When reports of murders, housebreaking,

robberies, and other high crimes are made to them, they shall
immediately make a report of such crime on the required records
at the desk and immediately notify the officer then in command.
Section 6.

They shall, while on duty, give their entire

time and attention to the business of the department, and shall
not leave the station house except with the permission of the
officer then in command.
Section 7.

I

They shall be discreet and courteous and shall

call the attention of their superiors to any matters requiring
special attention.
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I

Section 8.

They shall be held responsible for money

received as collateral, property taken from prisoners, either
as evidence of crime or for safe keeping, and for any other
money or valuables entrusted to them by virtue of their official
position and they shall see that all property which should be
forwarded to the chief is forwarded to that officer in conformity
with law and department orders.
Section 9.

When prisoners show evidence of injury, the

desk dispatcher shall immediately advise the officer in command,
who shall institute a prompt and thorough investigation to
ascertain how the injury was sustained, and where necessary, submit
a complete report to the chief of police with recommendation.

I

Section 10.

Desk dispatchers shall be responsible for

the dispatching and regulating of radio communications between
the police station and the motorized patrol.
Section 11.

They shall, upon going off duty, report to the

officer relieving them the condition of the patrol signal system
and shall invite the attention of such relieving officer to any
unfinished business or any matters which should be made known to
such relieving officer.
Section 12.

They shall carefully and accurately enter

upon the patrol signal system call sheet opposite the name of
each officer on duty the exact time such officer communicates
with the station and car number through which he communicates.
Section 13.

I

Whenever any officer, other than an official,

who required to communicate with the station at designated periods
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fails to so communicate at the specified time, the desk dispatcher
shall immediately call the attention of his superior officer to

I

the dereliction and shall make a notation on the signal system call
sheet as to the name of the superior notified and the time of
notification.

When the officer finally communicates with the

station, the desk dispatcher taking the call shall, unless directed
otherwise by a superior officer, enter the time of the call in red
ink.

If the officer is not heard from until the next call period,

the space for the missed call period shall be left blank.
Section 14.

They shall render necessary assistance in

securing and searching prisoners.
Section 15.

They shall, when men are detailed, record on

the patrol signal system sheet the place of detail, the reporting
time and time of return.

I

They shall in like manner, record

assignments to traffic posts and school crossings.

I
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CHAPTER X

I

SECRETARIES
Section 1.

Duties.

The secretary shall report directly

to the chief of police of the City of Nitro.
Section 2.

The secretary shall perform such duties as

dictation, typing, filing of reports and correspondence, communicate with the public by telephone, and handling normal routine
office functions such as collecting fines, issuing receipts and
receiving complaints from citizens.
Section 3.

The above duties shall in no way be considered

as the total of possible tasks, since as local conditions dictate,
other duties may be assigned.

I

I
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CHAPTER XI

I

PATROLMEN
Section 1.

The prevention of crime being the most

important object in view, from a police standpoint, patrolmen
shall familiarize themselves with the laws and regulations they
are required to enforce, examine and become thoroughly acquainted
with every part of the city, and give the persons coming under
their observation such attention as will best accomplish that end.
Section 2.

They shall report for duty properly uniformed

and equipped, and shall give careful attention to dispatches,
orders and instructions read and issued by the officer then in
command.
Section 3.

I

They shall acquire such knowledge of the

residents of the city as will enable them to promptly recognize
and furnish information respecting them.
Section 4.

During their tour ,of patrol duty they shall

frequently examine the front and rear doors, transom, low windows,
and area-ways of buildings on their beats, with a view to ascertaining if they are properly secured at night; and shall also
give vacant houses the same attention.

If any are found open,

they shall be reported at the station after steps have been taken
to secure them.
Section 5.

They shall form impressions of persons they

meet on the street at night so as to enable them to afterwards
recognize them, and shall, if the circumstances are of a

I

suspicious nature, ascertain the names and addresses if possible
and communicate such information to the desk sergeant and
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detective bureau in their field interrogation reports.

I

Section 6.

They shall give persons of known bad character

such attention as will make it apparent to them that they are
under observation and that detection will follow the commission
of a crime, and shall note and report to the desk sergeant the
appearance of such persons within their beats and the premises
visited.
Section 7.

They shall inform themselves as to houses and

buildings on their beats in which violations of the law are
believed to exist and shall take necessary police action, and, if
uncertain as to how to proceed, shall report the facts to the
officer then in command.
Section 8.

I

They shall especially observe vehicles on the

streets at night which arouse their suspicions, and shall
investigate any suspicious circumstances in connection with same,
and shall make note of the license numbers of such vehicles for
future reference.
Section 9.

They shall note and make proper report of all

incidentals coming under their observation on their beats - unsafe
structure, lamps not burning during the prescribed hours (giving
time out and location), public property which may be found
defective or broken, such as drains, pumps, fire plugs, sewers,
water pipes, broken and dangerous trees, dangerous holes on
public or private property; and shall take such measures as will
protect the public interests until the conditions have been properly

I

corrected.

Such reports to be made at the expiration of their

tour of duty except in cases where the public interest requires
immediate action.
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Section 10.

I

They shall observe and report all traffic

signal lights not operating properly, or any obstruction to signal
lights or traffic signs.

They shall also report all damage to

traffic lights, traffic signs and posts.

They shall not interfere

with the normal operation of traffic control signals, PROVIDED,
That this shall not be construed to prevent an officer from
turning off a signal device that is mechanically defective.
Section 11.

They shall immediately investigate all

damage to public property such as schools, street light poles,
patrol boxes, parking meters, traffic signal light poles and
fire alarm boxes, and make a full report on proper record at
police headquarters.

Such reports to include a notation whether

the person or persons responsible will indemify the City of Nitro

I

for the damage.
Section 12.

When on patrol duty they must not walk or

talk with citizens except such brief conversations as are likely
to foster good public relations or for the purpose of communicating
or receiving information pertaining to the police department.
Section 13.

When members

of the department on patrol

duty meet on the confines of their beats, they shall not walk or
talk with each other unless it is for the purpose of communicating
or receiving information pertaining to police business, and then
they shall be as brief as possible.

This provision shall likewise

apply to men assigned to duty on posts.
Section 14.

I

They shall constantly patrol their beats,

unless otherwise directed by a superior officer.
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Section 15.

I

If they observe anything which seems to be

irregular or unsanitary, and which cannot be remedied at once,
they shall immediately report the same to the proper department
of the city government.
Section 16.

They shall promptly report to the proper

department of the city government any apparent violation of the
plumbing, building and' health code of the City of Nitro.
Section 17.

Whenever they observe anything being done

for which a permit is required and none had been procured, they
shall promptly advise the proper department of the city government.
Section 18.

Patrolmen shall be provided with memorandum

books and shall make note of matters of interest coming to their
attention within the scope of their duties, such memorandum books

I

to be subject at all times to examination by their superior officers.
Section 19.

They shall communicate with the station

through the patrol signal system at intervals of one hour at
such time as may be directed by the officer then in command.
Section 20.

Lunch period, insofar as practicable, shall be

limited to a single period of 30 minutes.
Section 21.

Unless otherwise directed, they shall not

leave the city until the expiration of their tour of duty, and,
upon leaving the same, shall proceed by the most direct route to
the station and report to the desk dispatcher any matters of
police interest which properly should be called to his attention.
Section 22.

I

They shall be held responsible for the

preservation of peace, the prevention of crime and disorder, and
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the arrest of offenders, and for the enforcement of all statutes.

I

Section 23.

They shall observe children on the street at

late hours of the night or in unsuited places, ascertain the
reasons therefor, obtain their names and addresses and report
the facts to the parents of such children.

They shall give the

same attention to children on their beats who have absented themselves from school without legitimate reason.

Where the facts

and circumstances are such as to become evident the children are
devoid of proper home or parental care, they shall report such
facts to the juvenile authorities.

I
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CHAPTER XII

I

CRUISER PATROL
Section 1.

Cruiser cars will have two officers assigned

thereto, when possible, and they shall not permit any other
person to ride in the car without permission of a superior officer,
except in the case of an emergency.
When two or more officers are assigned to one radio equipped
vehicle, the senior officer shall be held responsible for the
proper observance of all orders relating to the operation of such
vehicle.
Section 2.

Immediately upon receipt of a radio message

directing a unit to proceed to a given point, one of the officers
in the unit shall immediately make a notation of the exact time

I

the message was received and a brief notation of the facts given
by the dispatcher.

The unit shall then proceed to the location

given and make a notation as to the exact time of arrival at the
scene, and they shall immediately investigate the cause of the
call for police service and see that proper action is taken.
Upon completion of service at the scene, the members shall
immediately report briefly to the dispatcher the nature of the
trouble, the action taken, and the unit shall then return to
service.

Prior to leaving their station at the expiration of

their tour of duty, the officer assigned to each unit shall
make entry on the proper record as to each call received by
them during their tour of duty, giving all necessary facts in

I

connection therewith.

It is very important that when officers

respond to a call and a lookout is to be sent that same be given
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to the dispatcher at once, so it can be broadcast; a permanent

I

record shall be kept at the station of each lookout sent.
Section 3.

A unit shall not be left unattended except in

cases of grave emergency where the conditions are such to demand
the physical presence of all members of the unit.

In cases where

the physical presence of the entire crew is essential, extraordinary
effort shall be made to see that the unit is kept in view in order
to prevent its being tampered with.

At lunch periods both officers

will be allowed to call off at a given place if the radio dispatcher
is notified of such place and the phone number, but if there is
no telephone at such place, only one occupant of the unit shall
leave at one time for the purpose of procuring lunch, and lunch
periods, insofar as practicable, shall be limited to a single

I

period of 30 minutes for each member of a crew in any one tour of
duty.

In the absence of specific orders to the contrary, no such

lunch periods shall be taken during the morning, noon, or
afternoon "traffic rush hours".
Section 4.

Radio equipped units shall maintain a constant

patrol within the territory assigned them and shall, except in
cases of emergency, observe all traffic regulations.
Section 5.

Members of radio units shall not under any

circumstances or conditions tamper with the radio sending or
receiving sets, except in the operation of the volume control,
nor shall they make any attempt to effect repairs.

When a unit

is to be left for any extended period, or when the crew leaves
the same to enter their station, they shall turn off the radio

I

until they return.
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Section 6.

I

In proceeding to the scene of a call classed

as an emergency, drivers of the radio equipped units are authorized
to proceed with the greatest possible speed consistent with due
regard for the safety of life and property, and will use the
warning devices only when necessary.
It is important that radio equipped units, upon approaching
the scene of a call, should do so as quietly as possible, so as
not to give warning of their approach and thereby permit the
possible escape of a criminal.
Section 7.

Members assigned to radio units shall be

required to perform general police duty and shall take necessary
action in all cases of violations of the laws and regulations
coming to their attention.

I

Section 8.

No one shall be permitted in the dispatcher's

room except members of the department detailed for duty therein,
or persons there on official business.
Section 9.

The crew reporting to duty shall, in company

with the members they are to relieve, make a thorough

inspection

of the vehicle to which they are assigned and shall, if the vehicle
is found damaged or unfit for service, report this fact to the
officer then in command who shall promptly investigate and fix
the responsibility for such defect or damage and make detailed
report, with recommendation, to the commanding officer.
Section 10.

Members of radio equipped vehicles shall be

held responsible for the maintenance of their vehicles and the

I

equipment attached thereto in a clean condition and in proper
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working order.

I

Upon completion of their tour of duty they shall

see that the radiator, gasoline tank, and oil reserve of the
vehicle to which they are assigned are filled and that the lights
are in good working order and tires properly inflated.
Section 11.

They shall make immediate report of any

defects in or damage to the vehicle operated by them, such report
to be complete in detail as to the nature of the defect or damage
and the causes therefor.

They shall be held pecuniarily responsible

for such damage unless they can show conclusively that such damage
is not the result of negligence or carelessness on their part.
Section 12.

No unnecessary material shall be kept in any

department vehicle.
Section 13.

I

Cruisers parked on the ramp will be backed in

with front of vehicle headed out.

This will save time when

answering emergency calls and possibly avoid accidents that
could happen if backing out into traffic.
Section 14.

The rules and regulations of the Federal

Communications Commission licenses police radio stations for
emergency messages only.

Any communications that do not come

within this category shall be transmitted by telephone or other
means of transmission.

The use of obscene, indecent or profane

language by means of radio communication is a serious offense and
is deemed misconduct punishable by such administrative action as
may be directed.
Section 15.

I

Insofar as applicable, the rules for patrolmen

shall apply to members of the force assigned to any duty mentioned
in this chapter.
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CHAPTER XIII

I

Section 1.

A felony is a grave crime, such as punishable

by death, as murder, or by imprisonment in the penitentiary, as
manslaughter, rape, assault with a deadly weapon, grand larceny,
forgery, housebreaking and bribery.
Section 2. A misdemeanor is a lesser offense, punishable
with fine or imprisonment in the jail or workhouse.
Section 3.

Any person who is present when a felony is

actually committed is justified in arresting the offender. A
police officer is justified in arresting one whom he has reasonable
grounds to believe has committed felony even though the person
arrested should afterward prove to be innocent.
Section 4.

I

If a police officer knows or has reason to

believe that a felony has been committed and if he has probable
cause to believe because of facts known to him or communicated
to him by a reliable informant that an individual is guilty of
the felony, he has the right and duty to arrest that individual
with or without a warrant.

A police officer has probable cause

if he has either personal knowledge of facts or has received
information such as will justify a man of prudence in believing
that a felony has been committed and that the person arrested
committed it.

The officer shall take into consideration the

manner, action and conversation of an individual as factors in
determining whether he has probable cause to make an arrest.
Section 5.

A police officer may use no more force than

is necessary to make or maintain an arrest.

I

Use of force in

excess of that which is necessary to make or maintain an arrest
may render the officer guilty of an assault.
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amount of force necessary the officer may take into consideration

I

all surrounding circumstances known to him.
Section 6.

If an officer is called upon to justify an

arrest, either in a civil suit against the officer for false arrest
or imprisonment, or in a criminal prosecution of the person arrested
or otherwise, he should in felony cases be in a position to
establish that he, at the time of the arrest, knew of or had
been advised of facts which would reasonably establish probable
cause for believing that a felony had been committed and that the
individual arrested was guilty of the felony.

If the arrest is

for a misdemeanor the officer must show in his justification that
the offense was committed in his presence and that he had personal
knowledge thereof.

I

Section 7.

If a misdemeanor is charged by a citizen to

have been committed and the officer has not witnessed the commission
of the offense, in all ordinary cases a warrant should be secured
before any arrest is made.

Officer should advise complainants of

the, proper procedure when applying for warrants.
Section 8.

Any member of the police department may legally

arrest without a warrant in the following cases:
(a) When a felony had been committed or when the
officer has reason to believe that a felony has been
committed, whether in his presence or not, and the
officer in good faith has reasonable grounds for
believing from facts within his knowledge or from
facts communicated to him by a reliable informant

I

that the person be arr.ested has committed the felony.
(b)

For breaches of the peace, such as assaults

and batteries, affrays, riots, unlawful assemblies,
51
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and forcible entry and detainer, committed in his

I

presence, and for all violations of municipal
ordinances or State and Federal laws when committed
in the presence or view of the officer.
Section 9.

Ordinarily no arrest can be made without a

warrant for a mere misdemeanor unless the offense was committed in
the officer's presence.

If the offense was not committed in the

officer's presence he should procure a warrant before attempting
to arrest the offender.
Section 10.

A police officer may legally break and enter a

building to make an arrest without a warrant where all of the
following circumstances exist:
(a) When a felony has been committed or when he has

I

probable cause to believe that a felony has been
committed; and
(b) When he has probable cause to believe that the
felon is within the building involved; and
(c) After he has identified himself, stated the
nature of his business, demanded entrance and
entrance has been refused; and
(d) Where the circumstances of the case are such
that to attempt to secure a warrant would, in all
probability enable the felon to flee and prevent
the officer from making the arrest.
In all cases where it is possible for the officer to secure a

I

warrant he should do so before attempting to break and enter
and arrest without a warrant.

A vague belief in the officer's
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mind, suggested by his own thoughts, is, under no circumstances,

I

probable cause.

There should be reasonable grounds for suspicion,

supported by circumstances sufficient to warrant a cautious man
believing that the party is guilty of the offense.
Section 11.

To constitute an arrest there must be personal

coercion, the person must be deprived of his liberty or be controlled
by the will of another.

To make an arrest lawful it is necessary

that the subject of arrest should have notice that he had been
arrested by lawful authority, either by the person making the
arrest giving notice of his purpose and reason therefor, or from
his being a known officer, or by seeing his uniform or badge of
office, or by being arrested while actually committing the offense
against the law or while fleeing from the scene of such offense.

I

Mere words do not constitute an arrest unless there is a voluntary
submission to the same.
Section 12.

An arrest unlawfully made cannot be made good

by a warrant taken out afterwards.
Section 13.

An officer armed with a lawful warrant, or in

making a lawful arrest without a warrant, has the right and it is
his duty to use every necessary means to make the arrest.

If

resisted, he may use such force as is necessary to overcome the
resistance.
Section 14.

In all cases the force used to make an arrest

must be only so great as is necessary to effect the object in view.
Section 15.

I

A policeman shall not use his revolver except

in extraordinary cases such as in the actual defense of his own
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or another's life, when attacked with deadly weapons, or in active
pursuit of escaping felons or those charged with such serious
crimes as murder, rape, robbery, housebreaking, arson, etc. , or
those persons concerning whom the officer has probable cause to
believe are guilty of a felony when all other means of apprehending
the individual have been exhausted.

Shooting at another is a crime

except when proven to be done as authorized by law.

Therefore, if

a policeman sworn to execute the laws, should, through cowardice,
passion, or malice, shoot at, wound or kill another, he would be
a criminal in a double sense; for the reason that in so doing he
would be guilty of violating his oath of office.
Section 16.

If an officer witnesses a misdemeanor and,

departs the scene and returns, ordinarily he cannot arrest without

I

a warrant for such previous offense.
does not affect the question.

The shortness of the interval

To justify an arrest for a mis-

demeanor committed in the presence of an officer, the arrest must
be made immediately.
Section 17.

An arrest cannot be lawfully made in a court-

room or in the precincts of the court unless for an offense
committed there and after the arrest has been ordered by the court.
Section 18.

Senators and members of the Legislature are

privileged from arrest during their attendance at or within
their respective Houses and in going to and returning from the
same, except upon the charges of treason, felony, or a breach of
the peace.

I

Section 19.

A foreign ambassador, minister or other envoy

who is a representative of his country is not amenable to the
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laws of the country to which he is accredited.

I

He is consequently

exempt from any charges whatsoever, even the most heinous, and this
is equally true of every member of his official, as distinguished
from his domestic, household.

Their attaches and domestics are

likewise exempt if their names are registered at the State Department.

Under the Constitution of the United States it is a serious

offense to make such an arrest, but no such privilege attaches to
the office of consul, who is not recognized as a diplomatic officer.
Section 20.

An officer to whom a warrant is delivered for

service must take notice of its contents and see that upon its face
it appears to have been issued by an authority having jurisdiction
of the subject matter, upon a legal cause shown, and for a person
who is named or particularly described therein.

I

Section 21.

The fact that a warrant has been issued and is

in the hands of another officer for service is sufficient grounds
to authorize an arrest for a felony by an officer who does not
have the warrant with him, but it is to be remembered "that is only
in cases of a felony that the officer is justified in arresting one
for whom a warrant has been issued and is in the hands of another
officer.

For past offenses, less than a felony, an officer cannot

lawfully arrest unless he has the warrant with him at the time
or is in company with or assisting the officer who has.
Section 22.

Confessions.

A confession is a voluntary

statement made by a person charged with the commission of a crime,
wherein he acknowledges himself to be guilty of the offense charged

I

and disclosed the circumstances of the act or his participation
therein.

To be admissible in court, it must be shown
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that the confession was voluntary in fact, that the person was

I

not subjected to any force or violence, that he was not threatened
or

promised leniency if he should confess.

A confession secured

as a result of or during a period of unauthorized detention may
be rendered inadmissible in evidence as a result thereof.
Section 23.

Confessions may be either oral or written,

but whenever possible such confessions should be reduced to
writing, read to the accused or by him and signed in the presence
of one or more officers or witnesses who were present at the time
the statement was read and signed.
Section 24.

Dying Declarations.

A dying declaration is a

statement made by one conscious of approaching death, in which he
refers to the manner the injuries causing his death were received,

I

or in which he refers to the person causing his injuries.

To be

admissible it must be clearly evident the declarant at the time
the statement was made, believed he was about to die.

This may

be shown by his statement or by actions which clearly"indicate
this fact.
Section 25.

As in the case of confessions, Dying Declarations

may be either oral or written, however, in most cases the dying
person

will be unable to write and in many cases unable to read.

Therefore, it is the duty of the officer taking the statement
to record the same in his notebook for reference in court, and
witnesses by any persons who may have overheard the declaration.
Section 26.

I

In all cases of serious injury coming to the

attention of members of the force they shall immediately take any
statements the injured person will make concerning the cause of
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his injuries and the person or persons who inflicted such injuries,

I

and retain the same for use as dying declarations under the
conditions set forth in the preceding sections.
Section 27.
(a)

Competency of Witnesses.

The law recognizes naturally incapacitated

persons and they therefore are incompetent to testify.
Among these are persons insane at the time they are
called to testify.

They are not excluded on the

mere grounds of insanity unless the insanity be
shown at the time they are called as witnesses.
(b)

There is no definite rule as to the age at

which a person is qualified to testify, the question
is an individual one for the court to decide, and

I

had been based on the capacity of the person to
understand an oath or to recognize the truth.
Where the testimony of a child is essential, the
officer should not base his decision on the "age
of the witness, but instead, if he believes the
child is capable of giving testimony, take the child
to court as any other witness.
(c) A wife or husband is competent to testify for or
against each other, but cannot be compelled to do so.
Therefore, where a wife or husband is called to
testify against the other, they may refuse to testify
and their testimony cannot be compelled.

I

(d) A defendant cannot be compelled to testify
against himself, and may refuse to take the witness
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stand and testify in any case in which he is a

I

defendant.

Notwithstanding this fact, a police

officer must obtain the defendant's criminal record,
if any, in all serious cases and furnish the
prosecutor with a copy before the case is called to
trial.
Section 28.

Capacity of Children to Commit Crimes.

A

presumption of evidence declares a child under the age of seven
years to be incapable of committing a crime.

Therefore, where

a child under seven years of age is apprehended in the commission
of an unlawful act, he must be proceeded against through proper
welfare authorities and not before the court.
Section 29.

I

Use of Criminal Records.

In the preparation

of cases involving serious infractions of the law, such as
felonies, assaults, and serious misdemeanors, members of the
department shall be required to obtain not only the record of
the defendant required by this chapter; but shall also supply
the prosecutor with the criminal records of the complaining
witness, if any.

The purpose of this section is to acquaint

the prosecutor with any facts which might be referred to by the
defense in an effort to attach the credibility of the principal
government witness.
Section 30.

The mayor or municipal judge, shall have the

authority to issue warrants for all offenses committed within
the police jurisdiction of the City of Nitro.

I
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CHAPTER XIV
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE

I
Section 1.

Officers in charge will be authorized to

suspend subordinates, for just cause, for a period not to exceed
three days.

In such cases report shall be made in writing to the

chief of police for review.

Such subordinates shall be afforded

the privilege of appealing his suspension to the chief of police
for the purpose of pleading his case, and upon his request shall
be afforded the privilege of having formal charges placed against

him.
Section 2.

All suspensions, for just cause, of four days

or more shall be made only by the chief of police, who shall
immediately forward to the mayor of the City of Nitro the charges,

I

specifications and recommendations against such member of the
police department for the review and official action of the
mayor.

When such member has been dismissed or suspended, for

just cause, by the mayor of the City of Nitro, he shall be furnished
with a letter from the mayor informing him of such action, which
letter shall set forth such charges and specifications.
Section 3.

Whenever a suspended or dismissed member of

the Nitro Police Department desires to appeal the action of the
mayor of the City of Nitro in connection with such disciplinary
action, under the provisions of law he shall, within ten days, file
his appeal before the Police Civil Service Commission of the Nitro
Police Department.

I

The said member of the police department will

be furnished at his request, the necessary assistance of the
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I

administrative staff of the City of Nitro in preparing his papers
of appeal.

It shall, however, be the duty of the member under

charge from thereon to conduct his own defense of said charge,
without legal assistance from the City of Nitro.
Section 4.

Any member of the Nitro Police Department

charged with any of the following offenses shall suffer such
administrative penalty as the mayor of the City of Nitro may direct
(a) Being under the influence of alcoholic beverages or
narcotics while on duty.
(b) Taking narcotics, unless upon the prescription of
a reputable physician, or being noticeably under the
influence of alcoholic beverage in a public place when
off duty.

I

(c) Drinking alcoholic beverage, as described in the
"Liquor Control Act", while in uniform off duty.
(d) Malingering or feigning illness or disability in
order to evade the performance of duty.
(e) Willful disobedience of orders or insubordination.
(f) Willful and knowingly making an untruthful statement
of any kind in any verbal or written report pertaining to
his official duties as a Nitro Police Officer to or in
the presence of any superior officer, or intended for the
information of any superior officer, or making any
untruthful statement before any court or before a police
trial board.

I

(g) Upon evidence submitted to the chief of police or
mayor showing the conviction of any member of the
department in any court of competent jurisdiction of
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any criminal or quasi-criminal offense, or of any offense

I

tending to bring discredit upon the department.
(h)

Inefficiency as evidenced by repeated and well-founded

complaints from superior officers or others concerning the
performance of police duty or neglect of duty.

Three sus-

pensions within a period of twelve months upon charges
involving violations of the rules and regulations of the
department shall be prima facie evidence of inefficiency.
Superior officers shall, upon the third conviction within
a period of twelve months of any member of their command,
either submit a report recommending to the chief of police
that the officer be cited before the mayor for inefficiency,
or submit a report giving the reason why the officer should

I

not be cited on the charge of inefficiency.
(i)

Receiving money or other valuable consideration

contrary to the rules and regulations of the department
or the laws in force in the City of Nitro.
(j) Absence from duty without leave.
(k) Willfully maltreating or using unnecessary violence
toward a prisoner or other person.
(1) Neglect or refusal to pay a just debt contracted
during time of service, provided the debt, unless admitted
shall be evidenced by final judgment of a court of competent
jurisdiction.
(m) When frequent intervention by the department is required

I

to compel the liquidation of a just debt.
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(n) Conduct unbecoming an officer, which may include, in

I

addition to acts determental to good discipline or tending
to bring discredit to the department, violation of any
law of the United States or any law, municipal

ordinance,

or police regulation of the City of Nitro.
(o) Willful failure to report promptly to the chief of
police, through the proper channels, or direct, any disloyal
or suspected disloyalty to the United States or to governments

of the state of West Virginia or City of Nitro; or

to report promptly any violation by any member whomsoever,
without or within the Nitro Police Department, of the
Criminal Code of the United States or the Codes of the
State of West Virginia or the City of Nitro, or to report

I

the violations of Section 8, Chapter 11 of the rules and
regulations of the Nitro Police Department, the penalty
provided for which is removal from the department,
(p) Neglect of duty to which assigned, or required by
rules and regulations adopted from time to time by the
department.
(q) Disobedience or failure to obey any order of a
superior officer, or order issued by the mayor or the
chief of police.
(r) Any conduct not specifically set forth herein which is
prejudicial to the reputation and good order of the police
department, or involving failure to obey or properly^ observe

I

any of the regulations and orders relating to the discipline
of said department.
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Section 5.

I

The fact that a member of the police department

has been charged with and is awaiting trial for a criminal offense
involving matters prima facie prejudicial to the reputation and
good order of the police department as defined in this chapter,
in this or any other jurisdiction, shall not be a bar to his
immediate suspension.
Section 6.

No officer or member disabled for further duty

by reason of disease contracted or injury incurred other than in
line of duty shall be allowed to continue to serve in the
department.

In such cases of disease or injury, the mayor shall

order the examination of such disabled member by competent
physicians appointed by the City of Nitro or the Police Pension
Board, and the said physician shall examine the said member and

I

report in writing upon the individual, and, if such disability
is found and individual is not entitled to retire, or being
entitled to retire fails and refuses to request retirement, the
mayor shall cause to be prepared either (a) a charge of
ineffiency, or (b) a charge of disability precluding further
service in the department, or (c) both of said charges, in his
discretion, and in the case of such members being able to retire,
refer the case to the Police Pension Board; and, in the case
of such member not being eligible to retire, the mayor shall
order such member's dismissal from the department, but such
order of dismissal for disability precluding further service
in the department shall state that such dismissal is without

I

delinquency or misconduct.

The said member so dismissed shall

have the right of appeal to the Police Civil Service Commissio n
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upon such dismissal, as provided by law.

I

In all cases of members of the Nitro Police Department who
are eligible for retirement under the Police Pension laws, who
may become permanently disabled by reason of such disease or
injury, action may be taken by the mayor before such retirement
of said member as described in the preceding paragraph:

Provided,

that any individual under charge of disability precluding further
service in the department shall have the right to resign or retire
from said department in the manner prescribed by law.
Section 7.

Any member of the department who enters into

a conspiracy, combination, or agreement with the purpose of
substantially interfering with or obstructing the efficient conduct
or operation of the police department of the City of Nitro by a

I

strike or other disturbance, shall be guilty of misconduct and
subject to dismissal from the department or such other
administrative punishment as may be directed by the mayor.

I
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CHAPTER XV

I

GENERAL
Section 1.

All books, records, and printed forms used in

the Nitro Police Department shall be approved by the chief of
police, who shall direct the style and forms to be used and who
shall from time to time make such changes and additions as the
exigencies of the service may require.
Section 2.

All official communications in writing shall

be through proper official channels.
Section 3.

All members of the department in forwarding

communications or reports requiring their signatures shall affix
their first and last name in full.

The middle name, if any,

shall be represented by an initial.

I

Section 4.

All communications and reports shall be made

upon the blank forms provided for the purpose, or, in the case of
reports or communications for which no special forms are provided,
upon official department letterheads, which shall, where practicable,
be forwarded flat, without crease of fold.
Section 5.

All official papers shall be endorsed over the

signature of the officer through whose hand they pass, and shall
be forwarded as expeditiously as is practicable.
Section 6.

Erasures or alterations of records are prohibited.

Should a correction be necessary, a red ink line shall be drawn
through the original entry and the correction made above or in
the margin, and the person making the correction shall initial

I

same in ink.
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Section 7.

I

All correspondence with the authorities of

other jurisdictions concerning the investigation of crime or the
apprehension of criminals shall be conducted either through
or with the approval of the chief of police.
Section 8.

There shall be established and maintained at

headquarters, such records, books, and indexes as may be directed,
from time to time, by the chief of police.
Section 9.

Every member of the department shall be

required to have a valid operator's permit to operate a vehicle.
Section 10.

All orders, general, special, and memorandum,

which do not conflict with the provisions of this manual, are still
in full force and effect.
Section 11.

I

Nothing contained herein shall contravene the

authority over the Police Department granted to the Mayor or the
Civil Service Commission by the Charter of the City of Nitro or
the statutes of the State of West Virginia.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 21, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held
October 21, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. Those
present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large. Keith
Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Councilman David Hart and City Attorney Frank Armada.

I

CITY OF NITRO, POLICE DEPARTMENT: RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NITRO AS
PROMULGATED BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
COMMITTEE AND APPROVED BY THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL. Mayor Gibson
stated Council had approximately 3 weeks to review the Rules
and Regulations governing the Police Department and asked if
there were any questions. Councilman Hill, Chairman of the
Police Department Committee, made a motion to accept the
adoption of the Resolution. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. Councilman Hart stated the motion should read
that the Rules and Regulations should supersede any previous
Rules and Regulations that might conflict in any way. The motion
was so amended. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion as
amended. The motion was carried with the exception of Councilman Lilly, who was opposed.

* * **
I, Tom Melton, Recorder of the City of Nitro, hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct excerpt of
the minutes of a regular meeting of the Council of said City
held on October 21, 1975, at 8:00 P.M.

TOM MELTON, Recorder
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NITRO TO ACCEPT
THE ADOPTION OF THE RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE
CITY OF NITRO AS PROMULGATED BY THE
COMMANDING OFFICER AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
COMMITTEE
On a motion to accept the adoption by Councilman Hill, Chairman
of the Police Department Committee, and duly seconded by
Councilman Casebolt, it is hereby resolved that the departmental
regulations for the City of Nitro Police Department is hereby
adopted; and any prior rules or regulations in conflict with
these rules and regulations are hereby repealed.
It is further resolved that the aforesaid police regulations
consist of fifteen chapters and sixty-six pages, and same shall
govern the conduct, procedures and actions of the Nitro Police
Department of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, from this
day forward.
Passed by Nitro City Council in a regularly scheduled council
meeting held on the 21st day of October, 1975, at 8:00 P.M.

I

Mayor, City of

Recorder, City of Nitro
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BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $149,000.00
SEWAGE SYSTEM REVENUE BONDiMayor Gibson stated there was a public
meeting October 21,1975, at 7:30 P.M., just prior to this Council
Meeting and there were no protests.
Mayor Gibson had given each Councilman specifications
on a new police cruiser that Police Chief, Lawrence Craft, would
like to have put out for bids. There would be a 1973 model Plymouth
to be traded in on the new vehicle. Councilman Hill said there had
been a recommendation by the Committee to delete the air conditioner
and the A M radio. Council then discussed the advantages and disadvantages of the economy size car. Councilman Hill made a motion
to put the specifications out for bid on an economy size car without air conditioning and A M radio, using the 1973 Plymouth as
trade-in and sealed bids were to be accepted until 8:00 p.m.
November 18, 1975, and the bids would be opened during the Council
meeting. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from Nitro Police Chief,
Lawrence Craft, in the interest of Michael Brightwell, requesting
that he be removed from his probationary period and be continued
as a member of the Nitro Police Department. Chief Craft stated in
his letter that Officer Brightwell was an outstanding officer and
was very well qualified for this position.
Mayor Gibson said that he had received a letter from
the Salvation Army signed by Warren H. Fulton, Brigadier, asking
permission to place the traditional kettles in front of larger
places of business during the Christmas Season. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen moved that the City let the Salvation Army continue with
this project, the motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and
passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson explained the Michie Company had contacted
him by telephone, in regard to the City Code and it would be shipped
on October 26, 1975, one copy will be sent first class mail and
several other copies will be shipped by express.

I

Mayor Gibson passed around to each Councilman a letter
dated October 21, 1975, regarding the maintenance garage. The Mayor
read the letter from Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
in reference to the new maintenance garage. A copy attached hereto
and made a part hereof. Councilman Lilly asked if this would affect
our contract with them and should this be agreed on tonight and
ratified later after the contractor agrees. Mr. Armada stated there .
could be a proviso in the Resolution that it was agreed upon provided
that we have authorization from the contractor. Councilman Dr. Allen
made a motion in form of a resolution to agree to the changes outlined *
in the letter if the contractor agrees, so there would not be any
further delay in getting construction started. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hill and passed unanimously.

Mayor Gibson stated that there was a Resolution needed
to designate Councilman Hart to serve on the Kanawha Valley Regional
Transporation Authority as a representative member, and the approval
of payment of $500.00 for a participating member. Councilman at
Large Allen so moved this Resolution be prepared and approved, it
was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist and passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE TIDQUIST:
COUNCIL LILLY:

I

No committee reports

No committee reports

COUNCILMAN HILL: Councilman Hill said he received a letter
pertaining to Ade Emergency Ambulance Service and questioned if
there had been anything in Council about it in his absence. Councilman Lilly asked if the Mayor or Council would like a report on this.
Mayor Gibson said that they were in operation and as far as he knew
there had been no complaints from the police department or from the
citizens of Nitro. Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that he had
been questioned as to why Nitro did not have the same service as
Dunbar. Councilman at Large Tidquist suggested this matter be checked
into so the citizens of Nitro could be better informed on the
situation. Councilman Lilly stated that his committee would meet
Friday, October 24, 1975, at 7:00 P.M., in the conference room at
City Hall to confer on this matter and all Council members were invited
to attend.
COUNCILMAN HART: Councilman Hart had no committee
reports but wanted to know what had been resolved by the Mayor and
Chief of Police concerning the Party Beer Store at 38th Street in
that the condition had not changed with the refrigeration equipment. Mayor Gibson stated that the time had expired Ocotber 20, 1975.
Council then agreed that the Ordinance should go in effect since
they had given him more than ample time to get the cooler cases and
other materials cleaned up. Mr. Armada stated that Mr. John Ray,
possible owner of some of the property, should also be notified of
this situation. Mr. Armada stated this would give Mr. Ray an
opportunity to take care of his property.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen felt there should be some way to enforce motorbikes and
bicycles to observe the rules and regulations of the City Streets.
He said they were not observing the signs, Councilman Lilly suggested
that some warnings be issued and some of the parents notified, for
the safety and protection of the children.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt had no committee
reports but would like to question the "STOP" sign on Second Avenue
and Seventh Street, if it was in the proper location. Council
members and City Attorney Armada agreed that it was properly placed.

I

APPALACHIAN

E N G I N E E R S , INC,

3OI OTT BUILDING — 213 DUNBAR STREET
CHARLESTON, WEST V I R G I N I A
2 53O 1

3O4.

3.43-9311

October 21, 1975

Mayor William D, Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia
Re: Maintenance Garage
Dear Mayor Gibson:
This.is to confirm our discussions regarding the foundation
conditions at the Maintenance Garage Site, After it was determined that
an old garbage fill extended into the area of the proposed Maintenance Garage,
we excavated a series of trenches in various locations to probe the extent of
the garbage fill and the location of firm foundation.
It is our recommendation that the width of the Maintenance Garage be
reduced from 50 feet to 40 feet and that the garage be shifted 6 feet toward
the property line. It is our further recommendation that a concrete retaining
wall-foundation be constructed along the end of the building adjacent to Main
Avenue and approximately 75 feet along the property line in lieu of column
foundations and grade beams. It is also recommended that the floor elevation
be raised by 2 feet to elevation 586 to minimize the height of the retaining
wall and also coincide with the 100-year flood elevation.
Together with certain other minor revisions to the facility, we estimate
that the proposed changes would result in a net reduction of approximately $7,500
in the contract price.
It is our recommendation that you proceed on this basis. If you concur
in the matter, please advise and we will notify the contractor to resume work
in accordance with the proposed revisions.
Very truly yours,

Robert Y. Hayne
RYH:lh

APPALACHIAN

E N G I N E E R S , INC.

301 OTT BUILDING — 215 DUNBAR STREET
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA
2 5 3 O 1

3O4 343-9211

June 17, 1975

Mayor William Gibson
Nitro City Building
Nitro, West Virginia

Re: Maintenance Garage Drawings
Dear Mayor Gibson:
There is attached one (I) set of drawings showing the proposed Maintenance
Garage in a revised location. These drawings are essentially complete and
as soon as the specifications have been reproduced the project is ready for
advertising for bids.
We anticipate that the specifications will be ready on before June 23
and the project can be advertised thereafter. We would suggest that you
allow at least four weeks for receipt of bids which would set the bid date
as July 22, 1975.
Very truly

Robert Y. Hayne
RYH:jb

VJ
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COUNCILMAN PRIDDY:

No committee reports.

CITY RECORDER MELTON:

No committee reports.

Councilman Casebolt made a motion to adjourn, it was
seconded by Councilman Priddy and passed unanimously.

MOTOR

RECORDER

I

I

00
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Si-

R E S O L U T I O N
WHEREAS, there is a vacancy existing in regard to
the appointment of the City of Nitro representative to the
Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation Authority, and
WHEREAS, City Council is of the opinion that the
interests of the City of Nitro would best be promoted by
having a representative from the City Council to serve on
the said Authority,
THEREFORE, be it resolved that David Hart is hereby
appointed the duly authorized representative of the City
of Nitro to the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation
Authority.
This motion was duly made and seconded, and passed
by unanimous vote on the 21st day of October, 1975. at
regular council meeting.

Mayor

Recorder

I

minimal red tape and federal restrictions;
WHEREAS, Efficient government calls for wellplanned advance budgeting;
WHEREAS, The current revenue sharing program
expires December 31, 1976 and July through June fiscal
year governments must begin budgeting the previous
spring;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Nitro City Council
that general revenue sharing be re-enacted by the
first session of the 94th Congress providing local
governments with advance dollar figures that can be
used for efficient, responsive planning of programs
and budgets and that can be identified for more than
half of their fiscal '76 year and can be incorporated
in long term effective planning.

I

Mayor Gibson said he had been requested by some of the
business men to have the two-hour parking restriction enforced.
He said he had given a letter to the police chief on it, and
it is being enforced. Since then he has had requests from some
areas for Council to consider changing the two-hour restriction
on 22nd Street and 20th Street. He said the feeling is that
21st Street and Bank Street, plus a small section of Second
Avenue, are the only ones that need it.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman Tidquist had
no new business, but a short memo from Stephen Mullins, Recreation
Director, was read to Council. Mr. Mullins' memo stated that Nitro
had officially gotten underway for the Bicentennial celebration
on Monday, October 27, and he wanted to express his appreciation
to Mr. Ronald Lyons, Principal of Nitro High School, and to the
bands and band directors of the High School and Junior High
School bands for their musical presentation.
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business.

Councilman David Hart: Councilman Hart stated that he had
made a survey of the main streets in his ward regarding pot-hole
paving, leaf pick-up, etc., and also had checked on the refrigeration
equipment that had been stored at 37th Street.

I

Councilman Hart also stated that Mr. William Fortune,
president of the Golden Oldies Street Rod Association, had asked
permission to have their annual car show at Ridenour Memorial
Park, or, as a second choice, City Park, on the weekend of
April 24-25, 1976. Mr. Fortune was asked several questions by
the councilmen concerning the proposed show, including space
needed for parking, the amount of camping that would be done,
the distance for the planned parade, etc. After some discussion,
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it was decided that Mr. Fortune should go with Lt. Webb or
Chief Craft and survey the parking areas at Ridenour Park to see
if the facilities would be adequate, and if they are not, then
consider Nitro City Park, before a decision is made by Council
in granting the request. The decision would be made at next
council meeting.

I

Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy had no reports, but asked about the progress on the
changes in the plans on the maintenance building. The Mayor
replied that our Engineers are working with Meade Construction
Company of Kentucky to make sure everything is exactly right.
Recorder Tom Melton:

No reports.

Councilman Casebolt made the motion for adjournment.
motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and was approved
unanimously.
'

The

Recorder

I

I

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, local governments in West Virginia budget from
July through June and make long term budget commitments to
efficiently meet the needs of their citizens;
WHEREAS, local governments depend on general revenue
sharing dollars for essential local government programs;
WHEREAS, Revenue sharing dollars enable local governments
to fill locally determined vital needs with minimal red tape
and federal restrictions;
WHEREAS, Efficient government calls for well-planned
advance budgeting;
WHEREAS, The current revenue sharing program expires
December 31, 1976 and July through June fiscal year governments
must begin budgeting the previous spring;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Nitro City Council that
general revenue sharing be re-enacted by the first session of
the 94th Congress providing local governments with advance dollar
figures that can be used for efficient, responsive planning of
programs and budgets and that can be identified for more than
half of their fiscal '76 year and can be incorporated in long
term effective planning.
This motion was duly made and seconded, and passed by
unanimous vote on the 4th day of November, 1975, at regular
council meeting.

M£yor

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

November 4, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers November 4, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman David Hart and
City Attorney Frank Armada. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
and Councilman Thomas Lilly were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Garland O'Dell of the
Otterbein United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 21, 1975, PUBLIC MEETING
ON BOND ORDINANCE: Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist made a motion
for approval of the minutes of the public meeting. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Casebolt and was approved by unanimous vote.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 21, 1975, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that each councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review
them. Councilman Casebolt made a motion for approval of the
minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and approved
by unanimous vote.
OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Chairman of the
Finance Committee, gave the "Troll owing report:
Balance September 30, 1975
Receipts for October
Disbursements for October
Balance October 31, 1975

74,319.49
86,066.51
53,237.40
107,148.60

POSSIBILITY OF OVERHEAD STOP SIGN OR BLINKING LIGHT AT
INTERSECTION OF LOCK STREET AND MAIN AVENUE?Mayor Gibson
recommended that this be left in committee s"ince Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street & Traffic Committee, was
ill and unable to attend council meeting.
TRAFFIC PROBLEMS ON 18TH STREET HILL AND THE POSSIBILITY OF
PLACING LOAD LIMIT SIGNS: Mayor Gibson stated that this had
already been reviewed by the city engineer, and he wanted Mr.
Armada's opinion on it. Mr. Armada stated that the city
engineer and the Street Committee would need to make a recommendation as to the maximum weight load they would want on the
street, and then he would draft the appropriate ordinance.

I

APE AMBULANCE SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF NITRO: In the
absence of Councilman Lilly,Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance
Service Committee, Mayor Gibson recommended this be kept in
committee.
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Lucas of
#4 Smith Street, complimenting the City and Gene Williams
especially for the improvement in the landfill area at Smith
Street.

I

The Mayor stated that he wanted to inform Council that an
in-depth investigation is under way in certain areas of Nitro
to try to determine who is inserting dangerous articles into
candy on Halloween. A discussion followed, and the suggestion
was made to explore the idea of having parties in various
locations throughout the city next year instead of "Trick or Treat'
The Mayor read a letter from the West Virginia Department
of Highways, Office of the District Engineer, signed by Mr. Frank
Ramsey, regarding a Pre-Construction Conference set for
November 17, 1975, to discuss the traffic signal for 40th Street
and First Avenue.
Another letter read by Mayor Gibson was from the Office of
the Governor. This letter stated that an award of $1,133
($1,019.70 in federal, $56.65 in state and $56.65 in local
funds) had been awarded for updating police communications in
the Nitro Police Department.
The Mayor reported that the Zoning Appeals Board had approved
an application from Mr. M. S. Giersch for a zoning change in order
to build a warehouse and had disapproved an application from
Mr. Oshel Craigo to build a warehouse between Frederick Street and
First Avenue. After some discussion, Mr. Armada stated that
should Mr. Craigo wish to change his original application, he
would need to re-apply to the Zoning Appeals Board, or appeal
their decision.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter from the
Regional Intergovernmental Council signed by Benjamin F. Howatt,
regarding the renewal of General Revenue Sharing. Also included
was a suggested Resolution for Council's consideration. Copies
of the letter and resolution had been given to all councilmen.
Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion that the Resolution be
adopted. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion, which was
passed by unanimous vote. The Resolution is as follows:
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, local governments in West Virginia budget
from July through June and make long term budget commitments
to efficiently meet the needs of their citizens;
WHEREAS, local governments depend on general revenue
sharing dollars for essential local government programs;
WHEREAS, Revenue sharing dollars enable local
governments to fill locally determined vital needs with

I

We, as residents of the city of Hltro, do petition the city of
Nitro, Kanavha County, West Virginia, to keep the street of
Caufeld open for public use

0
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 18, 1975

I

The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers November 18, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman David Hart, Councilman Vernon
Casebolt and Councilman Thomas Lilly. Councilman Paul Hill was
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Garland O'Dell of the
Otterbein United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 4 , 1975, COUNCIL MEETING;
Mayor Gibson stated that each councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
review them. Councilman Casebolt made a motion for approval of
the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Tidquist and approved by unanimous vote.

I

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City Recorder
Melton stated that the financial statement had been mailed to all
councilmen. He reported that the cash balance of $107,148.60 was
the same as given in the financial report at the previous meeting.
Mr. Melton stated that he had discussed with the finance committee
the possibility of investing a portion of this amount in a liquid
type savings account which can be withdrawn at any time should the
money be needed. The finance committee was of the opinion some
of this money should be drawing interest, and Mr. Melton reported
that he has transferred $50,000.00 into a savings account.
Councilman Hart asked about the item on the financial statement
shown as a "refund $615.56" under Recreational Revenue Fund. Mr.
Melton replied that $600.00 of the amount was for chlorine tanks
returned and the deposits refunded. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion for approval of the financial statement. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. Voting for approval
of the financial statement were Councilmen Tidquist, Hart, Allen,
and Casebolt; and Recorder Melton. Opposed were Councilmen
Lilly and Priddy. The motion carried.
POSSIBILITY OF OVERHEAD STOP SIGN OR BLINKING LIGHT AT
INTERSECTION OF LOCK STREET AND MAIN AVENUE: Councilman at
Large Dr.Allen,Chairman of the Street & Traffic Committee,
reported that the committee had held a meeting on Friday evening,
and it was recommended that the city have a sign erected on Main
Avenue to read "Dangerous Intersection Ahead". This sign to be
erected in the area that presently has "Slow" and "Curve" signs.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for the approval of
the committee's recommendation. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
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SEALED BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR POLICE CRUISER: Councilman
Hart read a letter from Mr. Earl Marion of United Dodge which
stated that when he first received the invitation to bid on the
1976 police cruiser, United had nothing to offer which met the
specifications. He had just today received some literature from
the factory on a model which he felt could meet the specifications.
He asked if the bidding could possibly be extended until next
council meeting so that he could have time to submit a bid.
Councilman Hart stated that the bids were advertised in a legal
manner with a deadline, and he felt if exceptions were made to
our normal procedure of bidding, which is very legal, we would
be opening the door for some kind of precedence. He stated that
we have to have an orderly procedure for the bidding operation.
The councilmen present agreed with Councilman Hart, so it was
decided to proceed with opening the bids. The bids were as
follows:

I

Tag Galyean Chevrolet
Charleston, West Virginia
1 Chevrolet Nova

4,653.75

Less allowance for fleet discount
and trade-in of 1973 Plymouth
Net amount

524.28
350.00
3,779.47

Capital Chrysler Plymouth, Inc.
1 Plymouth Valiant

4,444.08

Less trade-in
Net Amount

I

850.00
3,594.08

The bid from Capital Chrysler Plymouth
listed several deviations from the
original specifications.
Childers Chevrolet, Inc.
1

1976 Chevrolet Nova sedan

4,786.10

Less trade-in

1,277.00

Net amount

3,509.00

Delivery in 45 days.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that the bid be awarded to Childers
Chevrolet, as the low bidder, provided they met all the specifications. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and was
passed by unanimous vote.

I
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GOLDEN OLDIES CAR SHOW: Councilman Casebolt stated that
Mr. Fortune and Chief Craft had inspected Ridenour Memorial Park
and had come to the conclusion that there would not be enough
room for parking and they would have traffic problems, so Mr.
Fortune had requested permission to have the show at City Park.
Councilman Hart made a motion that City Park be reserved for the
Golden Oldies Car Show on the weekend of April 24-25, 1976. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by
unanimous vote.
REGIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL, UP TO DATE REPORT ON
VARIOUS~PROJECTS, SUCH AS HOUSING AND BLOCK GRANTS:The Mayor
introduced Mr.Ben Howatt of the Regional Intergovernmental Council,
who with his three staff members, Mr. Gerald Roueche, Deputy
Director; Mr. Kenneth Eigenbrod, Regional Service Director; and
Ms. Linda Pauley, Housing Specialist, came down to give council
a status report on the various projects that they have been
working on for the City of Nitro. Two projects in particular
are housing and Block Grant projects. Mr. Howatt stated that
he has heard nothing on the city's applications under the
Community Development Act. These are still pending with HUD in
Pittsburgh. He said that he felt sure he would have some information on them by the middle of December.

I

I

The Community Development Act was passed in 1972, and was
designed to replace the old categorical programs administered
by HUD. The legislation is new, and it took a while to write
the guide lines and get the program moving. The Community
Development Act was aimed primarily at the big cities. The
larger cities 50,000 and over are designated as Entitlement
Cities, which means that they are going to get a certain sum of
money which has already been set aside for them. All they have
to do is file an application for it. The second category is for
medium sized cities who have already had experience with HUD
programs such as Urban Renewal, etc. The average of the previous
five years spending on Urban Renewal is held aside for them and
all they have to do is make application for it. The third
category covers cities like Nitro, and others without previous
HUD funding, No amount is reserved for each city, but each one
can make application for any or all of the balance of the Block
Grant funding for the area. Mr. Howatt explained that even
though we haven't received information on the funding on the
previous applications, Nitro should begin now thinking about next
year's applications. Mr. Howatt stated that of 18 projects
funded by HUD, all but one were related to health and safety,
water or sewer. Also, he explained HUD officials like to combine
their funding with other federal money for projects. Some other
points brought out during the discussion were the fact that the
amount of money available through these Block Grant Funds will
be increased in varying amounts in the next few years, and that
new applications need to be filed each year. Mr. Kenneth
Eigenbrod gave a brief description of the method of filing
applications for 1976. He said that HUD this year is going to
a type of pre-application that is only two pages long. These
will be filed from February 1 to March 15, 1976. These,will be
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reviewed, and the communities with projects selected for funding
will be invited to file a final application. He stated that
projects meeting certain criteria are more likely to be funded.
These are, imminent threat to public health and safety; substandard or low housing; high unemployment rate due to national
policy; and low economic conditions. There are also to be
public meetings to allow for citizen input into the planning of
projects for the community.

I

Ms. Linda Pauley, Housing Specialist, said that on the
housing application, a new application could be made or the
previous one could be used again which used the 1970 census
figures as a guide line. She asked if there had been any recent
surveys done on housing needs. A lengthy discussion followed,
with the councilmen asking questions about many different points
concerning the applications and funding. It was brought out that
the RIG staff is available to help the smaller towns and cities
with applications for many different kinds of federal funding.
One question concerned the length of time allotted for spending
the grants. The reply was that it should be used within a
reasonable amount of time. There is no specific date limit.
The Mayor stated that housing is desperately needed in
Nitro, and he asked why Nitro has been unable to obtain housing
while St. Albans and Dunbar have. Ms. Pauley stated that
unfortunately Nitro did not participate in Urban Renewal several
years ago while St. Albans and Dunbar had done so, and they were
able to buy property and get the housing started through Urban
Renewal. Some housing projects are privately funded, and some
housing can be privately administered and still be federally
funded. Ms. Pauley said that what she is working on now, is
to get the Housing Authority started back in Nitro, and to work
under the new program at the end of the Housing & Community
Development Act 1974, which is called Section 8. The Mayor
stated that a group had been recently appointed as a Housing
Authority, but an ordinance had not been passed giving them
authority to perform certain duties. He suggested that a joint
meeting be arranged between the staff members of RIG and the
members of the Housing Authority, and possibly Mr. Roger Switzer.
Mr. Howatt suggested that the public meetings required for the
citizen input be held soon so Council will have time to analyze
the needs before making the new application. Councilman at
Large Allen stated that Nitro is a town with a lot of older
people, and that he is being asked constantly what Nitro is doing
to obtain housing for its elderly citizens. The Mayor stated
that he would be willing to go to Washington to talk to officials
there if it would help. It was pointed out that the needs would
have to be documented, so there would be no doubt of the need for
housing. It was suggested that a survey be taken in order to
find the percentage of elderly and widows as compared to the
total population. After some further discussion it was decided
to have the members of the Nitro High School Band to conduct the
survey in the city, and Ms. Pauley would arrange for the proper
questionaire to be used in the survey. It was suggested that the
press releases on the survey be out at least a week before it is

I
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to be taken, so everyone will be aware of what the young people
are doing. It was brought out that people will be more inclined
to answer the questions promptly and accurately if they are aware
of the use of the survey.
Mr. Howatt suggested that the City should be looking now
for possible locations for the housing. This also will be needed
before filing the application.
The Mayor and
Mr. Howatt and his
with them, and the
from RIG on future

Councilmen stated that they did sppreciate
staff coming down and sharing their knowledge
Mayor added that he would appreciate any help
projects.

NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mayor Gibson said that he had given councilmen a copy of a
resolution concerning the High School Band. Mr. Melton read the
resolution. Councilman Casebolt said he thought it should be
added to the resolution that the band would be doing the survey
for the City. The completed Resolution reads as follows:
RESOLUTION

I

WHEREAS, the Nitro High School Band has accepted
an invitation to participate in the Bicentennial Celebration
at Disney World, Florida; and
WHEREAS, the Nitro High School Band must raise
Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to pay for its
trip to Disney World; and
WHEREAS, the common Council of the City of Nitro,
Putnam and Kanawha Counties, West Virginia, is of the
opinion that said trip would be in the best interest
of said band members and promote the recognition of
the City of Nitro; and
WHEREAS, said Council desires to aid and assist
the Nitro High School Band in the amount of$ 2,000.00
toward raising of said funds.
In addition to the above, be it resolved that
the City of Nitro is desirous of further assisting
said Band in their efforts to raise $20,000.00 by
furnishing city trucks for one Saturday to canvass
certain areas of the City in collecting soft drink
bottles,
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And be it further resolved, in an effort to
show sincere appreciation and as a means to repay the
City of Nitro, the Nitro High School Band members will
conduct a housing survey which will be supervised by
the Regional Intergovernmental Council,
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And be it further resolved that the common
Council of the City of Nitro, Putnam and Kanawha
Counties, West Virginia, does hereby urge every one
of its citizens to contribute, support and promote
the Band activities.

I

May OP-x
Recorder
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the City
assist the band fund raising by a donation of $1,500.00.
Councilman Casebolt asked that the motion be amended to read
$2,000.00. The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly and
passed by unanimous vote to assist in the amount of $2,000.00.
Mayor Gibson stated that the traffic problem on 18th Street
hill, Penwood Avenue, and 15th Street had been discussed at recent
council meetings. He asked Mr. Melton, City Recorder,«to read
the' first reading of an ordinance drafted to establish weight
limits on these streets. Mr. Melton read the ordinance as
follows:
ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED by the common: council of the City
of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia,
that 18th Street Hill, Penwood Avenue and 15th Street
Hill, that vehicular traffic shall be restricted
according to weight not to exceed 8000 pounds gross
vehicle weight. Any person, firm or corporation
violating this ordinance shall be fined not less than
$10.00 nor more than $100.00 or imprisoned not more
than ten days or both fined and imprisoned. This
ordinance shall become effective as of date of passage.
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Councilman Casebolt made a motion that this be accepted as
first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen and passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr-. Robert Cunningham,
Secretary of the Nitro Business & Professional Association, in
which he asked that the two-hour parking limitation be discontinued on 20th Street and 22nd Street. After some discussion,
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the Limited
Parking Ordinance be amended as follows:
1.

That 20th and 22nd Streets be excluded from the
two-hour parking restriction;

2.

That parking signs be erected in front of Nitro
Elementary School to conform with the ones at the
High School which say "No Parking 7 to 9 AM and .
2 to 4 PM";

I

APPALACHIAN

E N G I N E E R S , INC,

3OI OTT BUILDING - 215 DUNBAR STREET
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343-9311

November 18, 1975

Mayor William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143

Re: Nitro Maintenance Garage
Dear Mayor Gibson:
We have contacted Mr. Bob Lewis of Meade Construction Company to see when
they can resume construction on the above referenced project. Mr. Lewis assured this
office that they would have all of the prices firmed up for the additions and deletions
to the Contract by Friday, November 21, 1975, and that construction would resume
by December I, 1975.
Very truly yours,

Ted T. Zachwieja
TTZ:jb

ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS
NITRO MAINTENANCE GARAGE

Delete the following work
Section 1 - Maintenance Garage
t

1.

Foundations and grade beams

2.

Floor area - 1500 sq. ft.

3.

Building - net difference 10' in width (40 x 150)

4.

Trench and grating inside building and mud sump

5.

Oil interceptor and piping

6.

Floor drain and piping from grease pit

7.

Underground roof drain connections

8.

550 gallon waste oil tank

9.

Concrete block walls for wash rack, 196 sq. ft.

10.

Concrete apron, 750 sq. ft.

11.

Grease pit with block walls

12.

Work bench - 52 lineal feet

4

Section 2 - Site Work
1.

Concrete block retaining wall with footer

2.

Reinforced concrete gutter behind building

3.

CMP Storm sewer, 226 lineal feet

4.

Type "G" inlets, 4 each

5.

Manhole, 8.5 vertical ft.

Section 3 - Base Course
Delete entire item at lump sum bid price ($
Section 4 - Chain Link Fence
No Change

)

Section 5 - Bituminous Concrete Paving
Delete entire item at lump sum bid price ($
Section 6 - Portland Cement Concrete Paving
Delete entire-.item at lump sum bid price ($
-I.
Section 7 - Fuel Tanks
Delete entire item at lump sum bid price ($

Add the following work
Section I - Maintenance Garage
1.

Compacted fill within f ooting lines, 170 cubic yards

2.

Footings and foundation walls for building
»

3.

Concrete block walls for wash rack, 550 sq. ft.

4.

Rearrange locker room, parts room, storage area, and stairway.

5.

Change location of propane tank

6.

Grease Pit - concrete walls

7.

Floor drain and piping in wash area

Section 2 - Site Work
1.

Corregated metal pipe, 226 lineal feet

2.

Type "B" inlets, 3 each

3.

Compacted fill outside of footing lines, 2075 cubic yards

4.

Drop manhole, 16 vertical feet

Section 3 - Base Course
I.

Crushed stone - 6" thick, 460 sq. yds. (driveway only)

Section 4 - Chain Link Fence
No Change
Section 5 - Bituminous Concrete Paving
I.

Bituminous concrete paving for driveway - 2" thick, 370 sq. yds.

Section 6 - Portland Cement Concrete Paving
I.

In lieu of the concrete paving, use 6" black base where indicated, - 360 sq. yds.

Section 7 - Fuel Tanks
To be Omitted
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3.

On Second Avenue opposite the scl ools, to
extend the 2-hour parking limita ion from
21st Street to 19th Street;

4.

The fine for overtime parking if paid within
48 hours to be $1.00, after 48 h urs to be
$5.00.

This motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy and
passed by unanimous vote.
Another letter read by the Mayor was from the Business and
Professional Association asking permissio to have their annual
Christmas parade December 6 at 11:00 A.M. They also asked for
participation from the Fire Department an the Police Department
The Mayor stated that he had attende a meeting on Monday
with the Department of Highways and they lave awarded the
installation of the traffic light at 40th Street and First
Avenue to Bayless & Ramey, Inc., and they have allowed the
company until September, 1976,to start co struction because of
the length of time it takes to obtain the complicated equipment
needed to install a light. The xvork is t be completed by
November, 1976.

I

The Mayor stated that copies of a le :ter dated November 18,
1975, over the signature of Ted T. Zachwi ;ja, from Appalachian
Engineers concerning additions and deleti >ns to the maintenance
garage had been given to all councilmen. He asked that this
letter and attachments be made a part of .he minutes. Councilman
Casebolt asked if this item would have to be let for bids again
with these changes. The Mayor replied th it this would not be
necessary. It has been discussed with Mr Armada, and council
had voted during council meeting of Octob :r 21, 1975, approval of
a letter dated October 21, 1975, over the signature of Robert Y.
Hayne, to allow some changes in the speci :ications.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the reater Kanawha Valley
Heart Association asking permission to cojnduct its annual fund
drive during the month of February, 1976. Councilman Lilly made
a motion for approval. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Tidquist and passed by unanimous vo te.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Textile Workers Union of
America, Local #7, in which they thanked the city for the services
of the traffic director at First Avenue a nd Plant Road. They
stated that this was a great help to the workers in getting out
of Plant Road. The Mayor stated that Mr. Holley felt that he
should have more money than the other school patrols because he
has to be on the job three times a day an d during the afternoon
for longer hours than the others. Counci Iman at Large Dr. Allen
je see if they could
recommended that the Police Department
not raise his salary to $150.00. The May or stated that if the
Councilmen had no objections, he felt the man should have the
increase. There were no objections.
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Mayor Gibson said he thought it would be very nice if the
city could become involved in arranging for a Christmas party for
the elderly. Perhaps have it at the Woman's Club and have some
form of entertainment for them. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
mentioned that should a party be planned, it should include all
senior citizens of Nitro, and not just the ones that belong to the
Senior Citizen's Clubs. Dr. Allen also stated that he felt it
would be a nice gesture, and would not be very expensive as most
of the items would be donated. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
for approval of this. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Tidquist. The motion passed, with all voting in favor except
Councilman Lilly who abstained. Councilman Lilly stated that he
did not oppose doing things for the elderly, but he questioned the
legality of spending city funds on a party for the elderly. Councilman Casebolt said he felt that the senior citizens did not complain
when the city donated $1,000.00 to the Community School for the
younger people, and they will not complain that we are donating
$2,000.00 to the band, and he feels there will be ho question and
no resentment for this.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist:

No new business.

Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly said he thought
the public meetings ort the Block Grant money should be scheduled
in December. He suggested they be held at 7:30 P.M. on the same
dates as the December council meetings. This suggestion met with
approval, and also approved was the suggestion that the public
meetings be advertised in the papers.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:

I

No new business.

I

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: No new business.
Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.

Councilman Casebolt made the motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas Lilly and passed by
unanimous vote.

M

a

y

o

r

—

^

R

e

c

o

r

d

e

r

I

211
PUBLIC MEETING ON BLOCK GRANT FUNDS

I

December 2, 1975
7:30 P.M. - Council Chambers
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Present were Mayor Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman David
Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, and City Attorney Frank Armada.
Councilman Paul Hill was absent.
Mayor Gibson stated that the public meeting was called in
order to give citizens an opportunity to express their priorities
for applications for Block Grant Funds. Councilman Hart asked
if the questionaireswere ready for the housing survey. The
Mayor replied that Ms. Pauley had informed him that they were
ready. She said she would like to meet with the band members
and fully explain to them the use of the questionaire. The
Mayor said he had given this information to Mr. Mel Pennington.
There being no further discussion on this matter, Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for adjournment of the public
meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Vernon Casebolt
and passed by unanimous vote.

I

I

Mayor ^^

Recorder
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December 2, 1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on December 2, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman David Hart and City Attorney
Frank Armada. Councilman Paul Hill was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of St.
Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 18, 1975, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that each councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to
reviextf them. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and approved by unanimous vote.
NOVEMBER, 1975, FINANCIAL REPORT:
Recorder gave the following report:

I

Balance October 31, 1975
Receipts through November
Disbursements for November

Mr. Tom Melton, City
107,148.60
38,375.45
93,374.74

Mr. Melton explained that the disbursement figure includes the
$50,000.00 which was transferred to savings, while the actual
disbursements would be $43,374.74. The balance as of November 30,
1975, would be $52,149.31 in checking and $50,000.00 in savings.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING WEIGHT LIMIT
RESTRICTION ON 18TH STREET HILL, PENWOOD AVENUE AND L5TH
STREET HILL:Recorder Melton read the Ordinance as follows:
ORDINANCE
BE IT ORDAINED by the common council of the City
of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia,
that 18th Street Hill, Penwood Avenue and 15th Street
Hill, that vehicular traffic shall be restricted
according to weight not to exceed 8000 pounds gross
vehicle weight. Any person, firm or corporation
violating this ordinance shall be fined not less than
$10.00 nor more than $100.00 or imprisoned not more
than ten days or both fined and imprisoned. This
ordinance shall become effective as of date of passage.

I

Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the Ordinance be approved
as the second reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen and was approved by unanimous vote.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECEIPT OF NEW CITY CODE: Mayor Gibson stated
that the new City Code had been received from the Michie Company
and that copies had been given to the councilmen for review. The
Mayor stated that Mr. Armada is preparing an ordinance to enact
the Code. A meeting time for all councilmen and Mr. Armada to
discuss the Code was set for December 9, 1975, at 7:00 P.M. in the
Council Chambers.

I

NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist:
committee reports.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:

No new business or

No reports or new business.

Councilman David Hart: Councilman Hart stated that he
thought it would be a good idea to examine the possibility of
a block party concept for "trick or treat" night in Nitro. He
made a motion that Mr. Steve Mullins, Recreation Director, do a
feasibility study on this for next year. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt and the vote of approval was unanimous.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that he had received a call stating that there was
no street light on 24th Street between First and Second Avenues.
Councilman Hart said he would check on this on his way home
and if there was a light out he would call and report it the
following morning.
Mayor Gibson said he would appreciate council approval to
have a 21,000 Lumens Mercury Vapor light installed at the city
owned property on Broadway Avenue where the old West Virginia
Water intake used to be. Some city trucks and equipment are
being parked there, and good lighting would reduce the threat
of vandalism. Councilman Priddy made a motion that the light be
installed. It was questioned whether one light would be enough
for the area. Councilman Hart asked that the motion be amended to
read "proper illumination" instead of one light. Councilman
Casebolt seconded the motion as amended and it passed by unanimous
vote.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he has received
favorable comments on the parking area on First Avenue opposite
21st Street. He said that Mr. Gene Williams did a good job on the
area.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated November 25, 1975, from
Mrs. J. A. Withrow, in which she thanked the Mayor and City
Council for the repairs made on the parking area.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked about the progress on
the party for the senior citizens. The Mayor replied that the
party is scheduled for December 8 at 5:30 P.M. at the Nitro
Woman's Club, and that all senior citizens are welcome to come.
The Mayor encouraged the councilmen to attend.

•
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tdy: Councilman at Large
Councilman at Large Keith Pridd
Priddy asked about the progress on the maintenance garage. The
Mayor replied that he had been informed by Mr. Hayne that there
had been a death in the contractor s family, but he feels they
should have the figures within a few days. After they review
the figures from the contractor, Mr. Hayne said he would like to
have a meeting with the councilmen to discuss all the details,
The Mayor said it might be possib le to have this ready for
discussion at the meeting already scheduled on the City Code.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt asked
what could be done about the drainage problem behind the
apartment building at Main Avenue and Kapok Street. He was
told that the drain is on property belonging to the Penn Central
Railroad, and that Gene Williams has been up there several times
in an effort to clear this drain, A drainage problem exists
for several blocks in this area, In one place the drain pipe
is higher than the ditch. The di tch cannot be built up with
dirt because then water would overflow into the yards. Councilman
Lilly suggested the residents con.e to the public meeting on
December 16, and list the drainag e problem as a priority for
application for Block Grant mone}
Councilman Casebolt made a nption for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilmar at Large Dr. Allen. All present
voted in favor.
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December 16, 1975
7:30 P.M. - Council Chambers
A public meeting was called for 7:30 P.M. December 16, 1975
in the council chambers to give the citizens of Nitro a chance to
attend and voice their opinions on priorities for Block Grant
Funds. No one came to voice opinions or objections. Councilman
David Hart moved for adjournment of the public meeting. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed unanimously.
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December 16 ,1975
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on December 2, 1975, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman David Hart, Councilman
Paul Hill and City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson, with invocation being given by Reverend James Arbogast
of St. Paul's United Methodist dhurch.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 2, 1975, PUBLIC MEETING:

Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion for approval of the
minutes. The motion was secondeld by Councilman at Large Tidquist
and approved by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson announced that the Nitro High School band members
had started the housing and family characteristic survey in Nitro
this past week end. Mr. Melton estimated that 1700 survey sheets
had been turned in.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 2, 1975, COUNCIL MEETING:

The Mayor stated that copies of the minutes had been sent to each
councilman for review. Councilman Lilly made a motion for approval
of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt
and approved by unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1975 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Tom Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of tte Finance Committee, said that the
statement had been mailed to the councilmen for review. He also
stated that the general fund balance of $52,149.31 does not
include the $50,000.00 in the lijquid savings account. This is
listed as a separate item on the financial statement. Mr. Melton
also reported that the Finance Cormmittee had recommended that an
additional $35,000.00 be transferred to savings, which would earn
5-3/47o interest until needed,
1. Cjouncilman
Co
at Large Priddy asked
about the amount of $375.00 under both line items #23 and 46. Mr.
Melton explained that this was for the purchase of a low-boy to be
used for both the garbage and street departments, so the cost
was split between them. Mayor Gibson asked if there were any
other questions. There were nor e
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion that the financial statement be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilm n Casebolt. Councilman Hart,
Hill, Tidquist, Allen and Casebclt and Recorder Melton voted
for approval with Councilmen Lilily and Priddy opposed.

I

NEW CITY CODE MEETING DECEMBER 9, 1975: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen,Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, reported that
this meeting was more of a geneializat ion meeting to delegate
sections of the code for different groups to study. This was
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recommended by Mr. Armada, City Attorney. The study will take
some time and Councilman Dr. Allen suggested that the Ordinance
Committee meet after council meeting and set up a time for the
entire council to meet with Mr. Armada to review and discuss the
Code. Councilmen Hart and Priddy agreed.

•
H
™

STATUS REPORT ON MAINTENANCE GARAGE: Since Councilman Hill
had been unable to attend the last meeting, Mayor Gibson gave
the report. Both Mr. Armada, City Attorney, and Mr. Hayne of
Appalachian Engineers had studied the matter and there were four
proposals for Council's consideration:
1.

Accept Meade Construction Company's new proposal
of $252,189.00, with revised drawings.

2.

Advertise for bids for site preparation, with Appalachian
Engineers preparing specifications, and have bids opened
in next council meeting.

3.

Have the city attorney terminate the contract with
Meade Construction Company at an equitable cancellation
charge.

4A. Re-bid the original package as originally planned
with additional site preparation.
4B. Re-bid and revise scope of work with smaller garage.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that proposal No. 2, "Advertise
for bids for site preparation with bids to be opened at next
council meeting," be accepted. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hill. Councilman Casebolt asked if this would hold
Meade Construction to the original plans for the building, not
the revised plans. The answer was yes, the new bids would be
to remove the unsuitable soil and garbage that is there and
have it hauled to the Western Landfill, and the area filled with
dirt. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked about the time factor.
Mr. Armada replied that this should be no problem, that usually
it is the contractor who asks for an extension due to weather,
etc. Mr. Armada also stated that Meade Construction Company
could be held to the original contract. Councilman at Large
Tidquist asked about the amount of material to be moved. The
answer was approximately 2500 to 3000 cubic yards. Other points
discussed were the depth - this information should be furnished by
topographical maps; time needed for site preparation - estimated
two weeks after bid is awarded; bids are to be opened at Council
meeting January 6, 1976; there may be some unpleasant odor when the
work is being done. The vote on this motion was Councilmen Lilly,
Hill, Hart, Allen, Casebolt and Priddy and Recorder Melton in
favor, with Councilman at Large Tidquist opposed.

I
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:

I

Mayor Gibson announced that Santa Glaus would be at City
Hall on Saturday, December 20, during the hours of 9:00 A.M. 12:00 noon, and 1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. All children are welcome
to come to see Santa.
The Mayor reported that the senior citizen's Christmas
Approximately 120 of
party was held December 8 as planned
the senior citizens attended, Eh/eryone seemed to have a
wonderful time.
The Mayor read a letter from the West Virginia Department
of Highways over the signature of L. S. Smith, District Engineer
concerning the drainage problem on 40th Street at Bailes Drive
is attached hereto and
and on39th Street East. This
made a part hereof. The Mayor stated that he would like to pursue
this matter further and would li|ke to get the Department of
Highways to stay involved and assume the responsibility for
correcting this drainage problem by a more direct route if at
all possible. After some discussion Council agreed that the
State Department of Highways sho uld stay involved.

I

The Mayor stated that he had received a letter and a statement
from the Michie Company showing a balance of $4,511.09 due on
the new Code books, and that Mr. Armada said he would like to
check the contract on this again
The original contract was for
$3,200.00 with $14.25 per each additional page.
Tom Melton, City Recorder: Mr. Melton reported on the
Finance Committee meeting held en December 4. Items discussed
were - possibility of raises for Mayor, Recorder and Councilmen
for the next term of office; excess levy election to be held in
February; new gross sales tax fcrms ; amendments to the budget
after 1/3 fiscal year. Mr. Melton said he would like to have
another meeting soon. Also disqussed at the meeting was the
transfer of $35,000.00 from general checking account to the
savings account.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: No reports. Councilman Casebolt
said he would like to have the 5 treet Light Committee check into
the possibility of having a ligh t installed in the middle of the
block on Washington Avenue between Dogwood and Elm. It was
decided to have someone check te see if there is a pole at this
location.
Councilman at Large Keith Pi iddy:

No new business or reports

Councilman at Large Dr. R. \n. asked
steps theatCity
Allen:what
Councilman
Large
could take to make sure that
parking lots are kept clean.

I

Councilman at Large Allen asked if the letter had been
written to our Congressmen and enator asking that they extend
Revenue Sharing. He was told tl at a letter and resolution had
both been sent.
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Councilman at Large Allen asked about having a ditch opened
up on Third Avenue between 17th and 18th Streets. He said the
water is running on the street. He also said he had gotten called
about tires being slashed on 24th Street, and there being no
street light in the middle of that block. David Hart said he
had checked, and from 21st Street down, the streets with poles
nearby on First Avenue have a light in the middle of the block,
and the others do not. It was suggested that Appalachian Power
be called about the possibility of getting new poles installed.

I

Councilman David Hart: Councilman Hart said he attended a
meeting of the Kanawha County Citizen's Transportation Advisory
Committee. He said this Committee does have some input into what
is to be done, and should council have need of information or
recommendations they should contact him to have it passed along.
Councilman Paul Hill:

No new business or reports.

Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly stated that he
would like to commend the Street Department for some of the work
they have done on the ditches in the Fourth Ward.
Councilman Lilly said the Insurance Committee had a meeting
December 9, and the committee agreed they would like to have a
resolution presented to City Council. Mr. Melton read the
resolution as follows:
RESOLUTION'OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
AUTHORIZING THE PARTICIPATION AND COVERAGE OF
CITY EMPLOYEES, IN THE WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES INSURANCE
PLAN.

I

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is desirous of continuing insurance
coverage upon its employees and
WHEREAS, employees of the City of Nitro are now eligible to
participate under the West Virginia Public Employees Insurance
Plan, and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro is of the
opinion that such membership under such plan would be of benefit
to the aforesaid employees.
THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Nitro, Kanawha
and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, does hereby resolve that the
City be and is hereby authorized to apply to the West Virginia Public
Employees Insurance Board for the purpose of extending coverage to
all city employees commencing on the
day of January, 1976.
Introduced and passed on this the 16th day of December, 1975,
at a regular session of the 16th day of December, 1975.
APPROVED BY:
Mayor
Recorder

I
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Councilman Lilly made a motion tha ; Council adopt the Resolution
The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by
unanimous vote.
Councilman Lilly commented about the draining of the large
pond of water along Route 25. The Department of Highways had
opened up a drain that cleared one section of the water.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidqaist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist stated that Mr. Bill Harris of Fenton Circle had remarked
that the area paved after the gas /jell repair had a dip that was
letting water stand in the street, Councilman Lilly said that it
was a temporary repair and would b re-paved again after it compacted,
Councilman Hart stated that Steve Mullins had prepared a
feasibility study and had come up with several plans on the Block
Party concept for Halloween, which he felt had a lot of merit.
Councilman Hart said he feels that Council needs to help Steve
develop this. There is a lot of g ood in this and a lot can be
done with this plan.
Councilman Hill made a motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman lasebot. The motion carried.

I
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RESOLUTION OP THE CITY CO JNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
AUTHORIZING THE PARTIC PATION AND COVERAGE OF
CITY EMPLOYEES, IN THE WEST VIRG NIA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES INSURANCE PLAN
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro i » desirous of continuing insurance
coverage upon its employees and
WHEREAS, employees of the Ci y of Nitro are now eligible to
participate under the West Virgin a Public Employees Insurance
Plan, and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro is of the
opinion that such membership unde • such plan would be of benefit
to the aforesaid employees.
THEREFORE, the City Council if the City of Nitro, Kanawha
and Putnam Counties, West Virgin!a, does hereby resolve that the
City be and is hereby authorized to apply to the West Virginia Public
Employees Insurance Board for the purpose of extending coverage to
all city employees commencing on

day of January, 1976.

Introduced and passed on thi 3 the 16th day of December, 1975,
at a regular session of the 16th lay of December, 1975-

APPROVED BY:

/ &*?
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January 6, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on January 6, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Thomas Lilly,
Councilman David Hart, Councilman Paul Hill and City Attorney
Frank Armada. Councilman Vernon Casebolt was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Arley Cravens of the
Nitro Church of God.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 1975 , PUBLIC MEETING:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made the motion for approval of
the minutes of the public meeting on Block Grant Funds. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist and approved
by unanimous vote.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 1975, COUNCIL MEETING:
The Mayor stated that each councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review
them. Councilman Lilly made a motion for approval of the minutes
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart and was approved by
unanimous vote.
DECEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Recorder and
Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the following report:
Balance November 30, 1975
Receipts for the month
Disbursements

52,149.31
44,672.79
89,148.78

Mr. Melton explained that included in the figure for receipts
is $20,000.00 which was transferred from savings to checking,
leaving the actual receipts figure $22,672.79. Included in the
disbursements is $35,000.00 which was transferred from checking
to the savings account early in the month. This leaves the
actual disbursements at $54,148.78. At the end of December
the balance in checking was $7,673.32 and the balance in savings
was $65,000.00.
BIDS TO BE OPENED ON SITE PREPARATION SPECIFICATIONS FOR
MAINTENANCE GARAGE:Mayor Gibson stated that contrary to what
has been reported in the newspapers, there has never been any
footers dug or any concrete poured on the project. Four bids
have been received as follows:
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G. E. Ray Construction Company
Item 1.
28,500.00
Item 2.
9,000.00
Item 3.
17,250.00
Total
54,750.00
Bid bond 570, completion 60 days

Kanawha Stone Company, Inc.
Item 1.
15,570.00
Item 2.
4,635.00
Item 3.
7,380.00
Total
27,585.00
Bid bond $1,400.00, completion 120 days.

I

Excavators, Inc.
Item 1.
27,750.00
Item 2
9,000.00
Item 3.
18,375.00
Total
55,125.00
Bid bond over 5%, completion 60 days.
Kenneth M. Dunn & Day Construction Co.
Item 1.
36,000.00
Item 2.
6,000.00
Item 3.
9,600.00
Total
51,600.00
Bid bond 5%, completion 60 days.
Councilman Paul Hill, Chairman of the Building & Planning
Committee, made a motion that if all specifications are met, the
bid be awarded to Kanawha Stone Company with the low bid of
$27,585.00. This motion was seconded by Councilman Hart and
passed by unanimous vote.
NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor William D. Gibson: Mayor Gibson read a letter from
Mr. James S. Bennett of the United States Department of Agriculture,
Soil Conservation Service, concerning the completion and upkeep on
the Blakes Creek Watershed Project. A copy of this letter is
attached hereto and made a part hereof. Councilman Lilly asked
if the City would set up a file on the maintenance of the area.
The Mayor replied that our Recreation Director has already set
up a file, and we do plan to keep a close check on it.

I

The Mayor read a memo from Mr. Edgar Henry of the Water
Development Authority stating that he was enclosing a check for
$100,000.00 as their grant to the City of Nitro for payment of
the nonfederal share of the construction on the Sanitary Sewer
project. A copy of same is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Councilman Hart asked if this were the money that the Regional
Intergovernmental Council was talking about possibly being available
by the middle of December. The answer was, no, what RIG was
discussing was Community Development, Block Grant Funds. Nothing
has been heard on these yet.
The Mayor stated that every three years a special levy
election is held. The last election was held in February, three
years ago, so this must be brought before the citizens soon. He
stated that more details on this would be presented at the next
council meeting.
City Recorder Tom Melton:

No new business.

I
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman Priddy stated
that he had been in contact with Appalachian Power Company concerning the lights which had been under discussion. He reported
that they no longer set poles for 3500 lumens lights. They will
install poles for either 7000 or 21,000 lumens lights. The 3500
lumens lights are to be phased out. The cost per month for the
7000 lumens is $4.00 per month per light, which is $1,00 more,
but it gives twice the amount of light. After the city establishes
the locations for the lights, Appalachian Power Company is to be
notified by letter, and the total time for installation should
be approximately 4 weeks. Councilman Priddy stated that he
thought it would be a good time to re-check the wards and see
just how many lights are needed. It may be that not so many
will be needed with the brighter lights. Councilman Priddy
reported that the lighting for Ridenour Memorial Park should
be completed shortly.
Councilman
contacted about
along a stretch
Club and Karnes
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at Large Tidquist reported that he had been
the possibility of installing street lights
of Route 25 (First Avenue between the Moose
Gulf Station.

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Allen asked that the city attorney prepare an ordinance to adopt
the amended city code, and have the ordinance ready for the
first reading by the next council meeting.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that a number of street
signs around the city are being damaged, or defaced, by accidents
or vandalism. He said he felt that if possible the guilty person
should be held responsible for the cost of replacement. The
Mayor stated that in the case of automobile accidents, a report
is made by the investigating officer, and the municipal judge
handles it.
Councilman David Hart: No committee reports. Councilman
Hart did report that some holes in 40th Street between the bridge
and Third Avenue need attention. Also he wanted it clarified
that the City of Nitro is a bird sanctuary.
Councilman Paul Hill:

No reports.

Councilman Thomas Lilly: No committee reports. Councilman
Lilly didstatethatthechangeover of employee insurance seems
to be going smoothly.

I

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: No committee reports.
Councilman Tidquist said he had been asked about the possibility
of having a stop sign installed at the intersection of Old County
Road and Red Oak Drive. Residents are worried about school
children who catch the bus nearby. The Mayor stated that he
had also been contacted about this. It was decided to turn this
matter over to the Street & Traffic Committee and Police Chief
Craft for consideration.
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The motion for adjournment was made by Councilman Hill.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy and carried
by unanimous vote.

Mayor

I

Recorder

I

-\
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
1201 OUNBAR AVENUE
OUNBAR, WV 25064
(304) 348-3612

December 29, 1975

Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor, City of Nitro
P. 0. Box 515
Nitro, WV 25143
Pursuant to Agreement No. C-540288-01, enclosed is check No.
8793922 for $100,000 which is full payment of the Water Development Authority grant to the City of Nitro for payment of the
nonfederal share of the cost of its construction project.
If you have any questions or if we can be of further assistance in
this matter, please let us know.
"yV-V-

/'
Edgar N. Henry, PE
Di rector

"

bb

Enclosure
cc Senators
Delegates
EPA-Wheeling
Federal-State Relations
Water Resources Division
Regional Planning Council
Consulting Engineer
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 20, 1976

I

The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on January 20, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Those present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman
David Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt and City Attorney Frank
Armada. Councilman Paul Hill was absent from the meeting.
The Honorable William D. Gibson called the meeting to
order. He also welcomed as guests at the meeting, Cadette Girl
Scout Troop #2486.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JANUARY 6, 1976, MEETING: Mayor
Gibson stated that each councilman had been sent a copy of the
minutes in the mail and had been given an opportunity to review
them. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for approval
of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Tidquist and passed by unanimous vote.

I

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Recorder Melton
reported that the financial statement shows a balance of $7,673.32
in checking in the general fund and $65,409.86 in the savings
account. In the savings account $409.86 is the interest that
has accumulated since opening this account. Mr. Melton reported
that $35,000.00 had been deposited in savings during December,
but $20,000.00 had been withdrawn. Mr. Melton asked if there
were any questions. Councilman at Large Priddy asked if there
were some reason why Line Item #61, Contingent Fund, was exceeding
the estimate. Mr. Melton replied that the larger amount was
carried over from the previous month, and he would need to check
on the item. Later in the meeting, he explained that $2,000.00
of this item was for the Nitro High School Band to help with
their fund raising for a trip to Disney World, Florida. The
High School Band in return did the housing survey for the city.
Mr. Melton made a motion for approval of the financial statement.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt. Councilmen
Tidquist, Hart, Allen, Casebolt and Recorder Melton voted for
approval of the financial statement, with Councilmen Lilly and
Priddy opposed. The motion carried.
SPECIAL OR EXCESS LEVY ELECTION: Mr. Melton, City Recorder,
stated that a letter had been received from the State Tax Department
stating that the current excess levy is due to expire on June 30,
1976. A special election to continue this levy has been held
each three years. The last one was on February 24, 1973. Mr.
Melton gave the first reading of the resolution calling for the
special election to be held on February 21, 1976, as follows:

I

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
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TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE
That a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro,
State of West Virginia, held on the 20th Day of January, 1976,
the following order was made and entered of record. TO WIT:

I

The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that the
maximum levies for current expenses authorized by Article B,
Chapter 11 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, will not
provide sufficient funds for the payment of the current expenses
of the City of Nitro, including expenditures for the purposes
hereinafter set forth, and that an election should be held to
increase such levies under the provisions of Section 16, Article 8,
Chapter 11 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, it is hereby
ordered:
1. That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is
as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental
2. That the approximate amount for each purpose is as
follows:
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Street Maintenance and Repairs, $7,000.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,532.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
Firemen's Wages, $8,000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
Additional Street Lighting, $5,500.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three years.
Policemen's Wages, $13,500.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three years.
Library, $5,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.
Fire Hydrant Rental, $2,000.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
3. That the total approximate amount for said purpose or
purposes is $47,532.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three
years.

I
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4. That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of
each class of taxable property within the municipality of Nitro
is as follows: Class I, $1,684,818; Class II, $11,710,531;
Class IV, $14,848,729; Aggregate $28,244.078.
5. That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on
each class of property is as follows: Class I, 6.25C; Class II,
12.50; Class IV, 25£.
6. That the proposed years to which the additional levy
shall apply are the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1976; July 1,
1977; July 1, 1978.
7. That the question of such additional levy shall be
submitted to a vote at a special election, to be held on the
21st day of February, 1976.
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8. That the notice calling such election shall be given by
the publication of this order at least once each week for two
successive weeks before said election, within fourteen consecutive
days next preceding the election, in the Kanawha Valley Leader,
a newspaper of general circulation in said Municipality and the
only qualified newspaper published therein and of general
circulation in the City of Nitro. Printed copies of this order
shall also be posted at each place of voting at least ten days
before said election. All the provisions of the laws concerning
General Election shall apply as far as practicable, except that
a separate ballot shall be used at such election when held in
connection with any other election.
9. That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in
form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION
Special
fiscal years
1978 for the
set forth as

election to authorize additional levies for the
beginning July 1, 1976; July 1, 1977; and July 1,
following purposes and in the approximate amounts
follows:

For street maintenance and repairs, the
annual approximate amount of

I

$ 7,000.00

For parks and recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

6,532.00

For firemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

8,000.00

For additional street lighting, the
annual approximate amount of

5,500.00

For policemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

13,500.00
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For Library, the annual approximate

amount of

5,000.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual
approximate amount of

2,000.00

1

The annual total approximate amount to
be expended during the term of this
levy is $47,532.00
Additional levy shall be on Class I property 6.25C; on
Class II property, 12.5C; Class IV property, 25c.
( ) For the Levies
( ) Against the Levies
Instructions: Those favoring the additional levies, place
(X) in the square before "For the Levies"; those against such
levies place (X) in the square before "Against the Levies".
Council of the City of Nitro
Lfcfayor
Attest:
Recorder
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that this be accepted
as the first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote. Councilman Lilly said
it should be made clear that this is not an additional levy to
raise taxes, but is a continuation of the present levy, which has
been in effect for a number of years. Mayor Gibson said voting
machines would be used, and that he would be in touch with Mr.
Pauley, Kanawha County Clerk, about arranging for their use.

I

ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE AMENDED CITY CODE (FIRST READING):
Mr. Frank Armada,City Attorney,said that the effective date of
the ordinance should be February 18, 1976, instead of February 4,
in order to allow for the proper length of time between publication
and the second reading. Mr. Melton read the title of the ordinance.
The ordinance reads as follows:
ADOPTION OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO
ORDINANCE NO.
An ordinance adopting a revision and codification of the
ordinances of the City of Nitro, entitled the "Code of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia," providing for the repeal of certain ordinances
not included therein, with certain exceptions, and for other
purposes hereinafter set out.
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Nitro:

I
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Section 1. There is hereby adopted by, the City Council
that certain Code entitled the "Code of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia," containing certain ordinances of a general and permanent
nature as compiled, consolidated, revised, codified and indexed in
Chapters 1 to 22, both inclusive, of which Code not less than
three copies have been and are now filed in the office of the
city recorder-treasurer, where they shall remain on file and be
made available to the public for inspection and use during all
regular business hours.
Section 2. The provisions of such Code shall be in force
on and after February 18, 1976, and all ordinances of a general
and permanent nature adopted on final raading and passage on or
before February 1, 1975, and not contained in such Code are
hereby repealed from and after February 18, 1976, except as
hereinafter provided.

I
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Section 3. The repeal provided for in the preceding section
of this ordinance shall not affect any offense or act committed
or done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any contract or
right established or accruing before February 18, 1976; nor
shall it affect any prosecution, suit or proceeding pending or
any judgment rendered prior to February 1, 1975; nor shall such
repeal affect any ordinance or resolution promising or guaranteeing
the payment of money for the City or authorizing the issue of any
bonds of the City or any evidence of the City's indebtedness
or any contract or obligation assumed by the City; nor shall it
affect any annual tax levy; nor shall it affect any right of
franchise conferred by ordinance or resolution of the City
Council on any person or corporation; nor shall it affect any
ordinance adopted for purposes which have been consummated; nor
shall it affect any ordinance which is temporary, although general
in effect, or special, although permanent in effect; nor shall it
affect any ordinance relating to the compensation of the City
officers or employees or serve to reduce the compensation of
any present City officer or employee; nor shall it serve to
deprive any person of any lawful retirement, disability, death
or other benefit accrued or accruing; nor shall it affect any
ordinance annexing territory to the City; nor shall it affect
any ordinance naming, renaming, opening, accepting or vacating
streets, alleys, easements or rights of way in the City; nor
shall it affect any ordinance relating to zoning; nor shall it
affect any ordinance adopted on final reading and passage after
February 1, 1975; nor shall it affect any of the following
ordinances or amendments thereto: (a) Any ordinance or part of
any ordinance now in effect which was enacted as a home rule
ordinance pursuant to authority of prior chapter 8A of the Code
of West Virginia, including Ordinances No. 66, 73 and 105; (b)
Any ordinance not codified in or in conflict with the City Code
adopted by Section 1 of this ordinance which directs or authorizes
the establishment or maintenance at any location within the City
of any traffic-control sign, signal, marking or other device or
which, for the enforcement thereof, a traffic-control sign,
signal, marking or other device is by law required to be in place
at the place or within the area affected thereby; (c) Ordinance
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No. 133, approving rules and regulations of the board of trustees
of the policemen's pension and relief fund; (d) Ordinance No. 139,
enacted May 4, 1965, relating to the city swimming pool facilities;
M
and (e) Ordinance No. 108, providing for certain insurance coverage •
for the municipal sewage system.
•
Section 4. Whenever in the Code adopted by this ordinance
or in any rule, regulation, notice or order promulgated by any
officer or agency of the City under authority of such Code duly
vested in him or if any act is prohibited or is made or declared
to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or the doing of any
act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be
unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, where no specific
penalty is provided there'for, the violation of any such provision
of such Code or any such rule, regulation, notice or order shall
be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding thirty days, or by both
such fine and imprisonment.
Except where otherwise provided, every day any violation
of such Code or any such rule, regulation, notice or order shall
continue shall constitute a separate offense.
Section 5. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the
City Council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses
and phrases of this ordinance and the Code hereby adopted are
severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or
section of this ordinance or the Code hereby adopted shall be
declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid
judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, such
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections
of this ordinance or the Code hereby adopted.

I

Mayor
Recorder
Date or enactment
Councilman Lilly made a motion for approval of the first reading.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and
passed by unanimous vote.
POSSIBILITY OF STOP SIGN AT INTERSECTION OF OLD COUNTY
ROAD AND RED OAK DRiyE:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen read a
petition he had received from the residents of Red Oak Drive and
Old County Road,which was signed by 28 residents, requesting that
the city install a stop sign at the intersection of Old County Road
and Red Oak Drive. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that
the stop signs be erected as requested. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Hart, and passed by unanimous vote. The petition
is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

I
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NEW BUSINESS
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Steve Mullins, Recreation
Director and Chairman of the Bicentennial Commission. The letter
stated that the Bicentennial Commission has now received its
incorporation charter from the Secretary of State, and is now
eligible for partial funding by the City of Nitro. He requested
$750.00 to start projects for the Bicentennial celebration. It
was stated that he would like to purchase a Bicentennial flag for
each school, public building and park in Nitro. This would be
approximately 10 flags at $20.00 each. Councilman Casebolt made
a motion that Mr. Mullins be given permission to use this amount
from his budget, since he is within his budget, and later money
can be transferred from other areas after the Finance Committee
has had an opportunity to meet and study this. Councilman at Large
Tidquist seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous, '
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Gay N. Warner concerning
an area beside his home that was designated as a street by the
Sattes heirs, but has never been improved by the City of Nitro.
Mr. Warner asked that the city abandon the section as a street and
give him title to it. After some discussion, Mr. Armada, city
attorney, stated that there is some doubt that the City of Nitro
owns the property unless it was dedicated from the Sattes heirs
to the city at the time it was incorporated into the city. Mr.
Armada pointed out that Mr. Warner should contact Mr. F. L. Sattes
about getting the Sattes heirs to arrange for a quit-claim deed
for this small area which they had reserved as a street. Mr. Armada
stated that he would also contact Mr. Sattes and give him a copy
of the letter and also a copy of the deed. The letter from Mr.
Warner is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
The Mayor reported that he had contacted Mr. Casto of the
Department of Highways about repairing holes in 40th Street Road
in the Putnam County section. Mr. Casto had promised that it
would be repaired as soon as weather permits.
Tom Melton, City Recorder:
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No reports.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: No committee reports. Councilman
Casebolt asked for a study of the possibility of the city installing
a storm drain from the railroad track to connect with the drain on
Main Avenue in the vicinity of the Union Hall. He stated that the
water is draining from both directions into this section. The
distance would be approximately 80 to 120 feet. In the discussion
it was brought out that a drainage problem exists through that
particular area almost as far as the Nitro-St. Albans bridge.
Councilman Lilly said he would like to see the facts documented
in the event an application could be made for Block Grant Funds
for storm drains. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that this be
given to the Storm Drain Committee for study. Councilman Hart
seconded the motion. The vote of approval was unanimous.
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Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: Councilman at Large
Priddy stated that he would like for each councilman to survey
his ward and make a list of locations where additional street
light poles are needed. He would like to get the list together
by next council meeting for submitting to the power company for
placement.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen; Councilman at Large
Allen said he hoped the residents in the Riverdale Acres area and
40th Street would be tolerant during the construction of the sewer
lines . Should there be unusual problems , he said he felt the
contractor would make corrections, but while the construction is
in progress there will have to be mud.
Councilman David Hart : Councilman Hart said he did appreciate
the Scout Troop having an interest in finding out what goes on in
their city.
Councilman Thomas Lilly:

No reports.

Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that a new regulation from the Health Department might make
it necessary to close the wading pool at City Park. Council was
informed by Mr. Melton that a waiver had been granted allowing
its use provided the pool is drained and cleaned every day.
Councilman at Large Tidquist stated that the sidewalk on
East 39th Street leading to the grade school is lower than the
road and it gets splashed with a lot of mud. He wondered if the
city could see about helping keep this sidewalk clean.
Another thing Councilman Tidquist asked about was the
area on Second Avenue where the grassy area is being ruined by
automobiles being parked on it. The Mayor asked Mr. Armada if
anything could be done about this, since there are no signs in
the area restricting parking. One suggestion was to have "No
Parking" signs installed. It was also suggested that the Police
Chief or one of his policemen be asked to talk with the persons
responsible and ask them to refrain from parking there.
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The Mayor at this point allowed a short period for the girls
from the Cadette Troop to ask questions.
Councilman David Hart made a motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed unanimously.

Mayor

Recorder
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

.

Post Office Box 865, Morgantown, West Virginia

26505
December 23, 1975

Mayor William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mr. Gibson:
I am sure that you share our satisfaction in having successfully
completed the Blakes Creek - Armour Creek watershed project. The
Capitol and Western Soil Conservation Districts, city of Nitro, and
the County Commission of Kanawha County as sponsors of the project
can take pride in a job well done.
The project completion date is December 31, 1975. Final construction
work on the recreational facilities was completed July 30, 1973.
The city of Nitro will be responsible for operation and maintenance of:
the completed project in accordance with agreements previously executed;
except that, during a 3-year establishment period following completion; of the structural measures, the Service may bear the cost of needed
vegetative repairs not considered to be routine maintenance.
Will you please indicate your concurrence in project completion and
date thereof by signing the copy of this letter attached hereto and
returning it to me.
Sincerely,

James S. Bennett
State Conservationist
Please indicate your agreement by signing the carbon copy and returning
it to: James S. Bennett, State Conservationist, Soil Conservation Service,
P. 0. Box 865, Morgantown, West Virginia 26505.
Concurred in,
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llaydr, City of Nitro
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PETITION

We the undersigned, being residents of Red Oak Drive and
the Old County Road, Nitro, West Virginia, do hereby respectfully petition the elected officials of the City of Nitro to
errect a stop sign at the top of the hill on Red Oak Drive
at the intersection of Red Oak Drive and the Old County Road.
The purnose of this request is to safeguard against the
possibility of the school children getting hurt while going
to and from school.

In our opinion this sign has been needed

for the past several years.
ADDRESS

NAME
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

February 3, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on February 3, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large
Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
David Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill and
Councilman Thomas Lilly. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist
was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Reverend Wilbur Turner of St. Paul's United Methodist
Church gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that copies of the minutes of the previous
meeting had been sent to each councilman for review. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion for approval of the minutes. Councilman
Lilly seconded the motion which passed by unanimous vote.
JANUARY 1976 FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Chairman
of the Finance Committee, gave the following report:
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Balance in checking December 31, 1975
Receipts
Transfer from savings
Disbursements
Balance in checking January 31, 1976
Balance in Savings January 31, 1976

7,673.32
56,597.40
22,000.00
54,777.16
31,488.56
43,409.86

SPECIAL OR EXCESS LEVY ELECTION (SECOND READING): City
Recorder Tom Melton gave the second reading of the Resolution for
the Excess Levy Election to be held February 21, 1976, as follows:
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR
ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE
That a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro,
State of West Virginia, held on the 20th day of January, 1976,
the following order was made and entered of record. TO WIT:
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The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that
the maximum levies for current expenses authorized by Article B,
Chapter 11 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, will not
provide sufficient funds for the payment of the current expenses
of the City of Nitro, including expenditures for the purposes
hereinafter set forth, and that an election should be held to
increase such levies under the provisions of Section 16, Article 8,
Chapter 11 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, it is hereby
ordered:
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1. That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is
as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental

I

2. That the approximate amount for each purpose is as
follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs, $7,000.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,532.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
Firemen's Wages, $8,000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
Additional Street Lighting, $5,500.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three years.
Policemen's Wages, $13,500.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three years.
Library, $5,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.
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Fire Hydrant Rental, $2,000.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
3. That the total approximate amount for said purpose or
purposes is $47,532.00 for each fiscal year for a period of three
years.
4. That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of
each class of taxable property within the municipality of Nitro
is as follows: Class I, $1,684,818; Class II, $11,710,531;
Class IV, $14,848,729; Aggregate $28,244,078.
5. That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on
each class of property is as follows: Class I, 6.25C; Class II,
12.50; Class IV, 25c.
6. That the proposed years to which the additional levy
shall apply are the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1976, July 1,
1977; July 1, 1978.
7. That the question of such additional levy shall be
submitted to a vote at a special election, to be held on the
21st day of February, 1976.
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8. That the notice calling such election shall be given by
the publication of this order at least once each week for two
successive weeks before said election, within fourteen consecutive
days next preceding the election, in the Kanawha Valley Leader,
a newspaper of general circulation in said Municipality and the
only qualified newspaper published therein and of general
circulation in the City of Nitro. Printed copies of this order
shall also be posted at each place of voting at least ten days
before said election. All the provisions of the laws concerning
General Election shall apply as far as practicable, except that
a separate ballot shall be used at such election when held in
connection with any other election.
9. That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in
form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION
Special
fiscal years
1978 for the
set forth as

I

election to authorize additional levies for the
beginning July 1, 1976; July 1, 1977; and July 1,
following purposes and in the approximate amounts
follows:

For street maintenance and repairs, the
annual approximate amount of

$ 7,000.00

For parks and recreation, the annual
approximate amount of

6,532.00

For firemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

8,000.00

For additional street lighting, the
annual approximate amount of

5,500.00

For policemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

13,500.00

For Library, the annual approximate
amount of

5,000.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual
approximate amount of

2,000.00

The annual total approximate amount to
be expended during the term of this
levy is $47,532.00
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Additional levy shall be on Class I property 6.25C; on
Class II property, 12.50; Class IV property, 25$.
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( ) For the Levies
( ) Against the Levies
Instructions: Those favoring the additional levies, place
(X) in the square before "For the Levies"; those against such
levies place (X) in the square before "Against the levies".

I

Council of the City of Nitr
Attesl
Recorder
Mr. Melton asked that a sample ballot be made part of the
minutes. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the
Resolution be passed on second reading. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt and approved by unanimous vote. Mr. Melton
was asked about publication of the notice of the election. He
replied that it would be published two consecutive weeks prior
to the election, and also that he had already sent an application
to the Board of Education for permission to use the schools.
STREET LIGHT SURVEY FROM WARD COUNCILMEN CONCERNING NEW
POLES AND STREET LIGHTS: Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Chairman of the Street Light Committee, stated that some of the
Councilmen had not had time to complete the survey of their
wards, and he would like this kept in committee until next
council meeting.
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor William D. Gibson: Mayor Gibson read a letter from
Mr. Joe Savilla, president of the Nitro-Putnam Elementary School
PTA, asking for permission to solicit in the city of Nitro for
their school carnival. Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion
that permission be granted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mrs. Charles Mann, President
of the Junior Woman's Club, asking for permission to stop traffic
on First Avenue at Lock Street on February 8 to solicit donations
for the heart fund. The Mayor said he had discussed this with
the Police Chief and he had no objection to the solicitation of
funds from people in the automobiles, he did question the
advisability of stopping cars on busy First Avenue. He thought
it might be better to have the solicitation done in an area that
already has a stop sign, and traffic would be stopping anyway.
Councilman Casebolt said it would be a bad time to be stopping
traffic at that location because of church traffic. Councilman
at Large Allen made a motion that permission be granted to allow
for solicitation, and that the Mayor and Police Chief contact
Mrs. Mann to work out a suitable location for the "Car Stop".
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Councilman Lilly seconded the motion which passed by unanimous
vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. H. M. Galloway addressed
to the Police Chief in which he submitted his resignation from
the Police Civil Service Commission. The resignation to be
effective December 1, 1975. The letter was dated November 26,
1975, but reading of it had been delayed at the request of Mr.
Armada because of the involvement of Mr. Galloway in the strike
at the Monsanto plant. His letter is attached hereto and made
a part hereof.
The Mayor introduced Ms. Linda Hill of the Regional
Intergovernmental Council. Ms. Hill passed out to the councilmen
copies of the new pre-application for Block Grant funding for the
fiscal year of 1977 which begins July 1, 1976. Mayor Gibson
stated that on Item No. 6 - Design and construct swimming pool
enclosure - for $7,000.00, he felt there may have been an error made
on the price of this. Councilman Hart questioned Item No. 12 Housing Inspection $20,000.00. He asked why the priority of new
housing wasn't listed. Ms. Hill explained that on the preapplication only community projects are listed. If HUD likes
some of the projects and invites the City of Nitro to make an
application for certain particular projects, then a housing
assistance plan survey may be submitted. The cost estimate on
No. 7 was also questioned. Mayor Gibson suggested the cost
estimates on the various projects be discussed with Mr. Hayne
of Appalachian Engineers and corrected if need be. Ms. Hill
stated that her superiors at RIG felt that the 1970 census would
be more favorable to the city in the Housing Assistance plan than
the recent survey undertaken. Councilman Lilly pointed out that
the population figure on the application was too low. He thought
it might be possible that only the Kanawha County population of
Nitro had been used and this would need the Putnam County
population of Nitro added to it. After some discussion, Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the Mayor be authorized to
sign the application after the corrections that are deemed
necessary are made. Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion
which passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that the West Virginia Council of Towns
and Cities had called a meeting of the Mayors and had met with
Mr. McManus and Mr. Brotherton to support the passage of Senate
Bill No. 14 on State Income Tax. This bill, if passed, would
allocate 10% of the state income tax to municipal governments
and counties. The Mayor encouraged everyone to support the bill.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly: No committee reports. Councilman
Lilly stated that he would like to make a suggestion that our
representative on RIG put before the legislature the possibility
of returning to the cities a percentage of gasoline taxes on a
pro-rated basis to be used in street repair. Councilman Lilly
stated that this was not a proposal for a tax increase on gasoline,
just share with the cities a portion of the taxes which are
ear-marked for road repair and maintenance.
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Councilman Paul Hill; Councilman Hill stated that Sixth
Street near Third Avenue has deteriorated very badly. He
suggested that Mr. Gene Williams or Mr. Hayne of Appalachian
Engineers check this out with the possibility of repaving the
street.
Councilman David Hart: Councilman Hart said that a section
of East 39th Street between 40th Street and the Nitro-Putnam
Elementary school is in very bad shape and in need of repair.
He compared it to a "corduroy" road full of chuck holes.
Councilman Hart stated that there are only two residences on this
section of road which is used by school buses, delivery trucks
to the school, and parents driving children to and from school.
He stated that Mr. Riffle, one of the residents, did not feel
that he alone should bear the expense of paving. Mr. Melton asked
if the street were one-way. Councilman Hart replied that it is.
Councilman at Large Allen said that a few years ago he had gone
with a group to the Putnam County Board of Education to ask if
they would help maintain or repair this street. The answer was
"no". Councilman at Large Allen said he would be glad to be part
of a group to contact the Board again to see if they would be
interested. Mayor Gibson said that the road has been built up
at different times and now the road is higher than the walk.
This results in a lot of mud on the sidewalk. During further
discussion it was brought out that most of the heavy vehicles
using the street are school connected. Councilman Hart said
that Mr. Riffle was not asking for an expensive paving job, but
just gravel or rock to make the street more usable.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen said that some time ago it was stated that the city
owns a strip of land 12 ft. wide between First Avenue and the
railroad. He asked where the city line begins and the state
property ends. The Mayor replied that he had been informed by
the engineers that the state right-of-way extends 10% ft. from
the pavement, then the city owns 12 ft. between that and the
railroad. This is between 22nd and 35th Sts. The city does not
own any land below 35th St. The Mayor stated that any chuckholes
that are within 10% ft. of the pavement are the responsibility of
the Department of Highways. The Mayor read an item from the "Hot
Line" of the Charleston Daily Mail which stated that the State
Department of Highways planned to widen the highway by 4 ft.,
two feet on each side, as soon as this can be approved and funding
becomes available.
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Mayor Gibson said he has had some complaints about the
condition of 40th Street Road, especially in the Putnam County
section, and that he has communicated with Mr. William S. Ritchie
and has asked them to please give this their immediate attention.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy: No committee reports.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked about the fill that is being
done with fly ash along Route 25. He wanted to know if the
owners were complying with the city's fly ash ordinance. The
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Mayor replied that they have been given a copy of the ordinance
and they are trying. They have the equipment and the dirt to
cover the fly ash, but because of the weather conditions they
have not been able to get it all done.
Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt stated
that he visited the fire department to get first hand information
on the training they are having. He said that each fireman and
volunteer fireman are being trained, and he believes this
training is paying off for the citizens of Nitro.
Councilman Casebolt stated that citizens following the
fire truck, and other sightseers are blocking the streets so
additional fire equipment and ambulances have a hard time
getting through. He said he wished there were some way
people could be educated to stay out of the way.
Councilman Casebolt made the motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hart and passed by unanimous
vote.

r
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1
November 26, 1975

Mr. L. R. Craft, Chief of Police
City of Nitro
City Building
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mr. Craft:
I am submitting my resignation from the Nitro Police Civil Service
Commission, effective December 1, 1975.
My duties at the present time are much greater than I anticipated
and I cannot devote the time to the Nitro Police Civil Service
Commission that is necessary.
Yours truly,

H. M. Galloway

cc: The Honorable William D . Gibson
Mel Pennington
Nedra Brace
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 17, 1976
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The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on February 17, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman
David Hart, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Paul Hill,
Councilman Thomas Lilly amd City Attorney Frank Armada.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy was absent. The meeting was
called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 3, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that copies of the minutes had been mailed to
each councilman for review. Councilman Casebolt made a motion for
approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Lilly and approved by unanimous vote.
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APPROVAL OF JANUARY, 1976, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City
Recorder Melton stated that a difference of $42.93 in disbursements
between the financial report of last meeting and the financial
statement for the end of the month was for new checks ordered
through the bank and not recorded until the bank statement was
received. Councilman Casebolt made a motion for approval of the
financial statement. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen. Voting for approval were Councilmen Allen,
Tidquist, Hill, Hart and Casebolt and Recorder Melton.
Councilman
Lilly opposed. The motion carried.
ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE AMENDED CITY CODE (SECOND READING):
City Recorder Tom Melton read the title of the ordinance as follows:
"An Ordinance adopting a revision and codification of
the ordinances of the City of Nitro, entitled the "Code
of the City of Nitro, West Virginia," providing for the
repeal of certain ordinances not included therein, with
certain exceptions, and for other purposes hereinafter
set out." A copy is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, asked if there were any motions
for changes or amendments. Councilman Lilly made a motion for
approval of the second reading. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt. The new code books were passed out for
inspection. Mr. Armada stated that he felt Council should be
commended for the job completed on the Code books. He also
stated that a limited number of the Code books would be available
for sale at a price of approximately $50.00. The vote for approval
of the ordinance to adopt the amended city code was unanimous.
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APPROVAL OF SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION WORKERS TO WORK AT POLLS
ON FEBRUARY 21, 1976:Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder,reported
that councilmen had been given a list of workers for their review
and approval. A class is scheduled for Thursday night to go over
the machines and procedures. The voting machines have been checked
and locked. Approval has been received from the Boards of Education
for the polling places in both Putnam and Kanawha County. The polls
will be open from 6:30 A.M. to 7:30 P.M. Councilman Lilly made a
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motion for approval of the list of workers. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hart and passed by unanimous vote.
STREET LIGHT SURVEY FROM WARD COUNCILMEN CONCERNING NEW
POLES AND STREET LIGHTS"Councilman at Large Priddy who is
chairman of the Street Light, Street Numbering and Street Sign
Committee, was absent from the meeting, so it was decided to
keep this in committee until next council meeting.
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Gibson stated that the city attorney had prepared an
ordinance pertaining to the up-grading of the Sewer Use Ordinance
as required by the Environmental Protection Agency in connection
with the two construction projects now under way. These are
Project Nos. C540179 and C-540288, the sewage treatment plant and
the new sewer lines for 40th Street area and Riverdale Acres.
Mr. Frank Armada, city attorney, stated that the adoption of this
ordinance is required by EPA, and the city agreed by accepting the
grants on the projects that an ordinance would be enacted. Mr.
Armada explained that it is a basic ordinance that follows federal
guidelines regarding what can and cannot be deposited in the
sewer system. Mr. Armada stated that a petition had been received
from the Sanitary Board asking that the ordinance be passed. The
petition is as follows:
P E T I T I O N
Comes now the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro
West Virginia, and does respectfully Petition the Honorable
Council of the City of Nitro, Nitro, West Virginia,
and does respectfully request that they do entertain and
enact the following attached proposed ordinance entitled:
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"AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
SEWERS AND DRAINS, PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL, THE INSTALLATION AND CONNECTION OF BUILDING SEWERS, AND THE DISCHARGE
OF WATERS AND WASTES INTO THE PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF IN THE CITY OF
NITRO, COUNTIES OF KANAWHA AND PUTNAM, STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA"
Dated this 12th day of February, 1976.
Signed: William D. Gibson, Chairman
Councilman Lilly asked if this ordinance would supersede existing
ordinances on sewer use. Mr. Armada said it would. The Mayor
read a letter from the United States Environmental Protection
Agency dated February 2, 1976, in which they give their approval
of the new Sewer Use Ordinance. This letter is attached hereto and
made a part hereof. Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, read the title
of the ordinance which is as follows:
"AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE SEWERS AND DRAINS, PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL, THE INSTALLATION AND CONNECTION OF BUILDING
SEWERS, AND THE DISCHARGE OF WATERS AND WASTES INTO
THE PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS THEREOF IN THE CITY OF NITRO, COUNTIES OF
KANAWHA AND PUTNAM. STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
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Be it ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of
Nitro, State of West Virginia, as follows:
ARTICLE I
Definitions
Unless the Context specifically indicates otherwise, the
meaning of terms used in this ordinance shall be as follows:
Sec. 1. "BOD" (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall
mean the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation
of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5)
days at 20° C, expressed in milligrams per liter.
Sec. 2. " Building Drain" shall mean that part of the lowest
horizontal piping of a drainage system which receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls
of the building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning
five (5) feet (1.5 meters) outside the inner face of the building
wall.
Sec. 3. "Building Sewer" shall mean the extension from the
building drain to the public sewer or other place of disposal.
Sec. 4. "Combined Sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving both
surface runoff and sewage.
Sec. 5. "Garbage" shall mean solid wastes from the domestic
and commercial preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, and
from the handling, storage, and sale of produce.
Sec. 6. "Industrial Wastes" shall mean the liquid wastes
from industrial manufacturing processes, trade, or business as
distinct from sanitary sewage.
Sec. 7. "Natural Outlet" shall mean any outlet into a
watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of surface or groundwater.
Sec. 8. "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company,
association, society, corporation, or group.
Sec. 9. "ph." shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal
of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of solution.
Section 10. "Properly Shredded Garbage" shall mean the wastes
from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of foods that have
been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried
freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public
sewers, with no particle greater than one half (1/2) inch (1.27
centimeters) in any dimension.
Sec. 11. "Public Sewer" shall mean a sewer in which all
owners of abutting properties have equal rights, and is controlled
by public authority.
Sec. 12. "Sanitary Sewer" shall mean a sewer which, carries
sewage and to which storm, surface, and ground waters are not
intentionally admitted.
Sec. 13. "Sewage" shall mean a combination of the watercar rTe~cT~was~tes from residences, business buildings, institutions,
and industrial establishments, together with such ground, surface,
and stormwaters as may be present.
Sec. 14. "Sewage Treatment Plant" shall mean any arrangement
of devices and structures used for treating sewage.
Section 15. "Sewage Works" shall mean all facilities for
collecting, pumping, treating, and disposing of sewage.
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Sec. 16. "Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying
sewage.
Sec. 17. "Shall" is mandatory. "May" is permissive.
Sec. 1ST "Slug" shall mean any discharge of water, sewage,
or industrial waste which in concentration of any given constituent
or in quantity of flow exceeds for any period of duration longer
than fifteen (15) minutes more than five (5) times the average
twenty-four (24) hour concentration or flows during normal operation.
Section 19. "Storm Drain" (sometimes termed "storm Sewer")
shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface water and
drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other than
unpolluted cooling water.
Sec. 20. "Suspended Solids" shall mean solids that either
float on the surface of, or are in suspension in water, sewage,
or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering.
Sec. 21. "Watercourse" shall mean a channel in which a flow
of water occurs, either continuously or intermittently.
Sec. 22. "Nitro Sanitary Board" shall mean those members
appointed by the Mayor of the City of Nitro, and confirmed by the
City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, and any person
acting under direction of said Board as an employee or agent.
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ARTICLE II.
Use of Public Sewers Required
Sec. 1. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit,
or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or
private property within the City of Nitro or in any area under the
jurisdiction of said City any human or animal excrement, garbage,
or other objectionable waste.
Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural
outlet within the City of Nitro, or in any area under the
jurisdiction of said City any sewage or other polluted waters,
except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance
with subsequent provisions of this ordinance.
Sec. 3. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful
to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage.
Sec. 4. The owner of all houses, buildings or properties used
for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes,
situated within the City and abutting on any street, alley or right
of way in which there is now located or may in the future be located
a public sanitary or combined sewer of the City is hereby required
at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and to
connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in
accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, within ninety
(90) days of official notice to do so, provided that said public
sewer is within one hundred (100) feet (30.5 meters) of the
property line
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ARTICLE III
Private Sewage Disposal
Sec. 1. Where a public sanitary or combined sewer is not
available under the provisions of Article II, Section 4, the
building sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal
system complying with the provisions of this article.
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Sec. 2. Before commencement of construction of a private"
sewage disposal system the owner shall first obtain a written
permit signed by the Secretary of the Nitro Sanitary Board. The
application for such permit shall be made on a form furnished by
the Nitro Sanitary Board which the applicant shall supplement by
any plans, specifications, and other information as are deemed
necessary by the Nitro Sanitary Board. A permit and inspection
fee shall be paid to the Nitro Sanitary Board at the time the
application is filed as hereinafter provided in Article IV,
Section 2.
Sec. 3. A permit for a private sewage disposal system
shall not become effective until the installation is completed
to the satisfaction of the Nitro Sanitary Board. It shall be
allowed to inspect the work at any stage of construction, and in
any event, the applicant for the permit shall notify the Nitro
Sanitary Board when the work is ready for final inspection, and
before any underground portions are covered. The inspection shall
be made within forty-eight (48) hours of the receipt of notice
by the Board.
Sec. 4. The type, capacities, location and layout of a
private sewage disposal system shall comply with all recommendations
of the Department of Health of the State of West Virginia. No
septic tank or cesspool shall be permitted to discharge to any
natural outlet.
Sec. 5. At such time as a public sewer becomes available
to a property served by a private sewage disposal system as
provided in Article III, Section 4, a direct connection shall be
made to the public sewer in compliance with this ordinance, and
any septic tanks, cesspools, and similar private sewage disposal
facilities shall be abandoned and filled with suitable material.
Sec. 6. The owner shall operate and maintain the private
sewage disposal facilities in a sanitary manner at all times, at
no expense to the City of Nitro or to the Nitro Sanitary Board.
Sec. 7. No statement contained in this article shall be
construed to interfere with any additional requirements that may
be imposed by the Nitro Sanitary Board, the West Virginia Department
of Health or any other duly authorized government agency.
Sec. 8. When a public sewer becomes available, the building
sewer shall be connected to said sewer within sixty (60) days and
the private sewage disposal system shall be cleaned of sludge and
filled with clean bank-run gravel or dirt.
ARTICLE IV
Building Sewers and Connections
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Sec. 1. No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any
connections with or open onto, use, alter or disturb any public
sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written
permit from the Nitro Sanitary Board.
Sec. 2. There shall be two (2) classes of sewer service
connection fees: (a) for service where the service connection
is in place ready for the owner to connect, generally at the
property line; and (b) for service where the Sanitary Board must
first make an opening in the Board's collector sewer and then
extend the line to the owner's property line. In either case,
the owner or his agent shall make application on a special form
furnished by the Nitro Sanitary Board. The permit application
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shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications, or other
information considered pertinent in the judgment of the Nitro
Sanitary Board. A permit and inspection fee of Twenty Five
Dollars ($25.00) for in service sewer inspection (a) and One
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for an in service connection
fee (b) shall be paid to the Nitro Sanitary Board at the time the
application is filed.
Sec. 3. All costs and expenses incident to the installation
and connection of a building sewer shall be borne by the owner.
The owner shall indemnify the Nitro Sanitary Board from any loss
or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the
installation of the building sewer.
Sec. 4. A separate and independent building sewer shall
be provided for every building; except where one building stands
at the rear of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is
available or can be constructed to the rear building through an
adjoining alley, court, yard, or driveway, the building sewer
from the front building may be extended to the rear building and
the whole considered as one building sewer.
Sec. 5. Old building sewers may be used in connection with
new buildings only when they are found, on examination and test
by the Nitro Sanitary Board to meet all requirements of this
ordinance.
Sec. 6. The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction
of a building sewer, and the methods to be used in excavating,
placing of the pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling the trench,
shall all conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing
code or other applicable rules and regulations of the Nitro Sanitary
Board and the City of Nitro. In the absence of code provisions, or
in amplification thereof, the materials and procedures set forth
in appropriate specifications of the A.S.T.M. and W.P.C.F. Manual
of Practice No. 9 shall apply.
Sec. 7. Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought
to the building at an elevation below the basement floor. In all
buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity
flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building
drain shall be lifted by an approved means and discharged to the
building sewer.
Sec. 8. No person shall make connection of roof downspouts,
exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of
surface runoff or groundwater to a building sewer or building
drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public
sanitary sewer.
Sec. 9. The connection of the building sewer into the public
sewer shall conform to the requirements of the building and
plumbing code or other applicable rules and regulations of the
Nitro Sanitary Board, or the procedures set forth in appropriate
specifications of the A.S.T.M. and the W.P.C.F. Manual of Practice
No. 9. All such connections shall be made gastight and watertight.
Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be
approved by the Nitro Sanitary Board before installation.
Sec. 10. The applicant for the building sewer permit shall
notify the Nitro Sanitary Board when the building sewer is ready
for inspection and connection to the public sewer. The connection
shall be made under the supervision of the Nitro Sanitary Board
or its representative.
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Sec. 11. All excavations for building sewer installation
shall be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so as to
protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and
other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall
be restored in a manner satisfactory to the Nitro Sanitary Board,
and the City of Nitro.
ARTICLE V
Use of the Public Sewers
Sec. 1. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged
any stormwater, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted
industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer.
Sec. 2. Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall
be discharged to such sewers as are specifically designed as
combined sewers or storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved
by the Nitro Sanitary Board. Industrial cooling water or
unpolluted process waters may be discharged, on approval of the
Nitro Sanitary Board to a storm sewer, combined sewer or natural
outlet.
Sec. 3. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged
any of the following described waters or wastes to any public
sewers:
(a) Any gasoline, benzene, naptha, fuel oil, or other
flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas.
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(b) Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous
solids, liquids or gases in sufficient quantity,
either singly or by interaction with other wastes,
to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment
process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals,
create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in
the receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant,
including but not limited to cyanides in excess of
two (2) mg/1 as CN in the wastes as discharged to
the public sewer.
(c) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5
or having any other corrosive property capable of
causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment,
and personnel of the sewage works.
(d)
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Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such
size capable of causing obstruction to the flow in
sewers, or other interference with the proper operation
of the sewage works such as, but not limited to, ashes,
cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass,
rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground
garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, hair and
fleshings, entrails and paper dishes, cups, milk
containers, etc. either whole or ground by garbage
grinders.

Sec. 4. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged
the following described substances, materials, wastes or waters
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if it appears likely in the opinion of the Nitro Sanitary Board
that such wastes can harm either the sewers, sewage treatment
process, or equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiving
stream, or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property, or
constitute a nuisance. In forming its opinion as to the acceptability of these wastes, the Nitro Sanitary Board will give consideration to such factors as the quantities of subject wastes in
relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of
construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process,
capacity of the sewage treatment plant, degree of treatability of
wastes in the sewage treatment plant, and other pertinent factors.
The substances prohibited are:

H
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(a) Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher
than one hundred fifty (150) degrees F. (65 C);
(b) Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease,
or oil, whether emulsified or not, in excess of
one hundred (100) mg/1 or containing substances
which may solidify or become viscous at temperatures
between thirty-two (32) and one hundred fifty (150)
degrees F. (0 and 65°C);
(c) Any garbage that has not been properly shredded.
The installation and operation of any garbage
grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths
(3/4) horsepower (.76 hp metric) or greater shall
be subject to the review and approval of the
Nitro Sanitary Board;
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(d) Any waters or wastes containing strong acid iron
pickling wastes, or concentrated plating solutions
whether neutralized or not;
(e) Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium,
copper, zinc, and similar objectionable or toxic
substances; or wastes exerting an excessive chlorine
requirement, to such degree that any such material
received in the composite sewage at the sewage
treatment works exceeds the limits established by
the Nitro Sanitary Board for such materials;
(f) Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other
taste-or odor-producing substances, in such concentrations exceeding limits which may be established
by the Nitro Sanitary Board as necessary, after
treatment of the composite sewage, to meet the
requirements of the State, Federal or other public
agencies of jurisdiction for such discharge to the
receiving waters;
(g) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such halflife or concentration as may exceed limits established by the Nitro Sanitary Board in compliance
with applicable State or Federal regulations.
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(h) Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5.
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(i) Materials which exert or cause:
(1) Unusual concentrations of inert suspended
solids (such as, but not limited to,
Fullers earth, lime slurries, and lime
residues) or of dissolved solids (such
as, but not limited to sodium chloride
and sodium sulfate).
(2) Excessive discoloration (such as, but
not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable
tanning solutions).
(3) Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand, or
chlorine requirements in such quantities
as to constitute a significant load on
the sewage treatment works.
(4) Unusual volume of flow or concentration
of wastes constituting "slugs" as defined
herein.

I

(j) Waters or wastes containing substances which are not
amenable to treatment or reduction by the sewage
treatment processes employed, or are amenable to
treatment only to such degree that the sewage
treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction over
discharge to the receiving waters.
Sec. 5. If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are
proposed to be discharged to the public sewers, which waters
contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated
above, and which in the judgment of the Nitro Sanitary Board may
have a deleterious effect upon the sewage works, processes,
equipment, or receiving waters, or which otherwise create a hazard
to life or constitute a public nuisance, the Nitro Sanitary Board
may:
(a) Reject the wastes;
(b) Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition
for discharge to the public sewer;
(c) Require control over the quantities and rates of
discharge, and/or
(d)

I

Require payment to cover the added cost of handling
and treating the wastes not covered by existing
taxes or sewer charges under the provisions of
Section 10 of this article.

If the Nitro Sanitary Board permits the pretreatment or
equalization of waste flows, the design and installation of the
plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval
of the Nitro Sanitary Board, and subject to the requirements of
all applicable codes, ordinances,and laws.
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6. Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided
when, in the opinion of the Nitro Sanitary Board they are necessary
_
for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in
•
excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful •
ingredients; except that such interceptors shall not be required
"
for private living quarters or dwelling units. All interceptors
shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Nitro Sanitary
Board and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible
for cleaning and inspection.
Sec. 7. Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing
facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be
maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation
by the owner at his expense.
Sec. 8. When required by the Nitro Sanitary Board, the owner
of any property serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial
wastes shall install a suitable control manhole together with such
necessary meters and other appurtenances in the building sewer
to facilitate observation, sampling, and measurement of the wastes.
Such manhole, when required, shall be accessibly and safely located,
and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the
Nitro Sanitary Board. The manhole shall be installed by the owner
at his expense, and shall be maintained by him so as to be safe
and accessible at all times.
Sec. 9. All measurements, tests, and analyses of the
characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is made
in this ordinance shall be determined in accordance with the
latest edition of "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water
and Wastewater," published by the American Public Health Association.
and shall be determined at the control manhole provided, or
upon suitable samples taken at the control manhole. In the event
that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole
shall be considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the
public sewer to the point at which the building sewer is connected.
Sampling shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to
reflect the effect of constituents upon the sewage works and to
determine the existence of hazards to life, limb, and property.
(The particular analyses involved will determine whether a twentyfour (24) hour composite of all outfalls of a premise is appropriate
or whether a grab sample or samples should be taken. Normally, but
not always, BOD and suspended solids and analyses are obtained from
a 24 hour composite of all outfalls whereas pH's are determined
from periodic grab samples . )
Sec. 10. No statement contained in this article shall be
construed as preventing any special agreement or arrangement
between the Nitro Sanitary Board and any industrial concern whereby
an industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted
by the Nitro Sanitary Board for treatment, subject to payment
therefore, by the industrial concern.
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ARTICLE VI.
Protection from Damage
Sec. 1. No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully,
or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper
with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of
the sewage works. Any person violating this provision shall be

I
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subject to immediate arrest under charge of disorderly conduct."
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ARTICLE VII.
Powers and Authority of Inspectors
Sec. 1. The Nitro Sanitary Board or other duly authorized
employees of the Nitro Sanitary Board bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter into properties
for the purposes of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling
and testing in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.
Sec. 2. The Nitro Sanitary Board or any of its duly
authorized employees bearing proper credentials and identification
shall be permitted to enter all private properties through which
the City of Nitro or the Nitro Sanitary Board holds a duly
negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not limited to,
inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair, and
maintenance of any portion of the sewage works lying within
said easement. All entry and subsequent work, if any, on said
easement, shall be done in full accordance with the terms of the
duly negotiated easement pertaining to the private property
involved.
ARTICLE VIII
Penalties

I

Sec. 1. Any person found to be violating any provision of
this ordinance except Article VI shall be served by the Nitro
Sanitary Board or the City of Nitro with written notice stating
the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit
for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall,
within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently
cease all violations.
Sec. 2. Any person who shall continue any violation beyond
the time limit provided for in Article VII, Section 1, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined
in the amount not exceeding One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each
violation. Each day in which any such violation shall continue
shall be deemed a separate offense.
Sec. 3. Any person violating any of the provisions of this
ordinance shall become liable to the Nitro Sanitary Board for
any expense, loss, or damage occasioned the Nitro Sanitary
Board by reason of such violation.
ARTICLE IX
Validity
Sec. 1. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict
herewith are hereby repealed.
Sec. 2. The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence,
or provision of this ordinance shall not affect the validity of
any other part of this ordinance which can be given effect
without such invalid part or parts.

I

ARTICLE X
Ordinance in Force
Sec. 1.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect
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from and after its passage, approval, recording, and publication
as provided by law.
Sec. 2. Passed and adopted by the Nitro City Council of
the City of Nitro, West Virginia on the
day of
1976, by the following vote:
Ayes:
Nays :
Approved this
day of
1976

Attest
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the
ordinance be accepted as first reading. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Hart. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
regarding the city maintenance garage site. The letter stated
that they felt the contract with Meade Construction Company should
be terminated, and the city should consider the use of an alternate
site for the garage. The proposed new site would be between
Lock Street and the old water intake property. With the letter
was a preliminary site plan showing the boundaries of the property.
The area would have to be rezoned and the construction re-bid.
The Mayor stated that, at the request of Mr. Hayne, an informal
meeting was held at City Hall on Tuesday night to discuss this,
and all councilmen were invited to attend. Both Mr. Armada and_
Mr. Hayne were present. Mr. Armada stated that his recommendation
to Council was for the city to disclaim the contract with Meade
Construction Company. Meade Construction Company has been unable
to fulfill the contract due to circumstances surrounding the
condition of the subsoil at the landfill. Meade Construction
Company has asked $8,000.00 for the work which they have done.
Our engineers are collecting data to substantiate the amount of
work done. Mr. Armada said that Meade Construction Company has
indicated that they would like to re-negotiate the contract, but
he feels this cannot be done. It would have to be re-bid. The
Mayor displayed a drawing showing the proposed alternate site
for the garage. He explained that the city could obtain a 60-day
option on this property for the sum of $500.00. An additional
60-day option could be obtained for an additional $500.00. Total
cost of the property would be $40,000.00.
Councilman Lilly stated that he had been unable to attend the
meeting on Tuesday. He wanted to know if it would not be possible
to still consider using the landfill, since all the preliminary
work has been done, and possibly getting some additional consultation on it. Councilman Hill pointed out that the city could
purchase the alternate site with the funds that would be needed
to re-bid allowing for the removal of the garbage and refilling
with dirt. Councilman Lilly stated that changing the location of
the garage would still leave a landfill to be renovated. The
original plans were to renovate the landfill and acquire a city
maintenance garage at the same time. He also asked if the alternate
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site would need to be rezoned, and if core drillings had been
made. The Mayor stated that the purpose of the 60-day option is
to allow time to have the land rezoned, and engineering work done
to see if the site is suitable before the actual purchase.
Councilman Hill stated that as well as he could remember the
renovation of the Smith Street landfill was to have been a longrange program, probably carrying over into the next administration.
He added, that some time ago one of the chemical companies had
offered the city a site for the garage near Armours Creek. This
site proved unsuitable. Then it was decided to go with the
landfill site which has also proved unsuitable.
Councilman
Hill said he feels that, through the meeting on Tuesday night, we
are again moving in the right direction. He said Mr. Hayne had
not ruled out the possibility of renovating the landfill and
having a building there some day, but probably something that
would not require such deep footers. Recreation facilities are
planned. Councilman Hill said that the purpose of the meeting
was to find out if council wanted to spend the extra money,
and the property is probably worth more, and go to the alternate
site.
Councilman Casebolt stated that he would like to make a
motion that the city retain the property for $500.00 on a 60-day
option, and then see if it can be rezoned. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hart. Councilmen Allen, Tidquist, Casebolt,
Hart and Hill, and Recorder Melton voted for approval. Councilman
Lilly opposed. Councilman Lilly stated that he would like to
entertain a motion that the city get another consultation from
some other engineering firm as to the landfill site versus the
other site to see whether the landfill can be renovated for a
city garage. There were no motions to this effect.
Mayor Gibson read a letter concerning Library Appreciation
Day, which will be February 22, 1976, from 2 to 4 P.M. in the
John V. Ray room at the Kanawha County Library.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Multiple Sclerosis
Society asking permission to solicit for funds in Nitro from
May 9, 1976 to June 20, 1976. Councilman Lilly made a motion
that permission be granted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
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The Mayor presented a petition he had received from
approximately 24 property owners of the Washington Avenue area
requesting that the property between the 600 - 700 block of
Washington Avenue be used as a landfill, to be filled with
trash, not garbage. The Mayor said he thought the petition
should be turned over to Mr. Armada, city attorney for study.
Councilman Casebolt said if it were at all feasible, he would
recommend it, because he feels the area is a health hazard as
it is now.
Mayor Gibson read portions of the Block Grant Application
which listed items on the application in order of priority as

follows:

1.

Construct storm sewers in 1976 in Brookhaven
area No. 2, Ivy Street, Kanawha Avenue, River
Avenue and Old County Road.

2.

Pave city owned land between Penn Central
Railroad and State Department of Highways.

3.

Pave Easter Road, Ivy Street, Kanawha Avenue
River Avenue and Old County Road.

4.

Develop Smith Street landfill mini-park to
include site preparation, access road and
parking, stone building, recreation equipment
and boat ramp.

5.

Develop recreational facilities on 40th St.

6.

Design and prepare a plan and specifications
for swimming pool enclosure.

7.

Design and prepare plans for a second floor
for the Recreation Building.

8.

Develop Ridenour Memorial Park - Pave parking
and access road and construct storage and
concession building.

9.

Design storage and concession building at
Ridenour Memorial Park.

10.

Design renovation of the old water intake
building.

11.

Design and prepare specifications for two
fire stations.

12.

Implement housing inspection program.

I
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The list of priority projects was compiled from suggestions
and citizen input at public hearings held on the Block Grant Funds.
Mayor Gibson recognized a group from the Nitro Business Men's
Association who had asked to speak to council concerning improvements needed in the parking area along First Avenue. Present were
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Van Buren, Mr. Bill Javins, Mr. Mervin Gibson
and Mr. Rusty Gasto. Mr. Paul Van Buren, spokesman for the group
asked what his group, and what the city could do to improve and
maintain the parking area from 19th Street to 40th Street. He
said he was aware that some of the property belongs to the State
Department of Highways, some to the City and some to the Railroad,
but something needs to be done and he asked for advice on what
should be done. He said the business men are also interested in
40th Street. The street is in serious need of repair, needs to
be made wider, in order to make it more attractive for the
residents of the Cross Lanes area to come to Nitro for their

I
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shopping. Mr. Van Buren was concerned about the loss of business
in the Nitro area, partially due to the new malls at St. Albans
and Winfield. He pointed out that a loss of retail business means
a loss in the city income as well. Mr. Van Buren pointed out
how hard it is to cross First Avenue in the afternoons because
of heavy traffic, and suggested the possibility of crosswalks
being painted. He was told the State Department of Highways
would have to paint them if approved, since it is a State
highway. Councilman at Large Tidquist agreed that something
needed to be done, and he said he thought it would have to be a
joint project. Mayor Gibson pointed out that the city engineers
had been working on the project for several months, and that he
had been in contact with the State Department of Highways on
both the parking and repairs to 40th Street. Mr. Van Buren said
he was not aware of this.
City Attorney Frank Armada asked just what the business
community was willing to contribute toward the upkeep or
maintenance of the parking area. Mr. Van Buren said he was
sure there were people who were interested in leasing the parking
area from the state and improving it. This has been discussed in
the meetings of the Business Men's Association.

I

Mr. Van Buren asked if it would
of the Business Men's Association to
an "at-large" chair on council. Mr.
this could not be done. It would be

be possible for a member
be elected or appointed to
Frank Armada replied that
unconstitutional.

Councilman Hart asked Mr. Van Buren if he thought traffic
control and adequate parking facilities were the major steps
needed to take care of the situation. Mr. Van Buren replied
"Collectively, yes."
There was some further discussion regarding the business
area of Nitro, and the possible remedies for the parking situation.
The Mayor also presented two letters that had been written about
the condition of 40th Street. One from Councilman Hart, and one
written by the Mayor to Highway Commissioner Ritchie. Councilman
Casebolt added that the contract has already been let for the
installation of a traffic light at 40th Street and First Avenue.
Mr. Van Buren said he would like to apologize if he had
been guilty of badgering anyone.
Mayor Gibson said he felt that he had not only been badgered,
but that he felt he had been lied upon if what was printed in the
paper earlier was correct.
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Mayor Gibson presented a set of maps of First Avenue
showing the area that belongs to the city. The maps were made
by Appalachian Engineers and were taken from records of the
Kanawha County Courthouse.. Mr. Armada stated that the maps
were drawn to clarify what land is owned by the city. Mr. Van
Buren asked, suppose we do pave the parking, how do we patrol
it for the protection of the citizens getting across. He was
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told this would be a matter for the police department. During
further discussion Mr. Van Buren and the other businessmen were
invited to return to council meeting at any time. And it was
decided, in order to further communication between city council
and the business community, copies of Council meeting minutes
would be forwarded to the president of the Nitro Business Men's
Association and copies of the minutes of their meetings would be
sent to council.

fl|
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Mr. Van Buren asked if a petition signed by the merchants
would be of any help. He was told it would prove helpful.
Reverend Joe Kimble of the Nitro United Baptist Mission on
Main Avenue stated that last fall there had been a problem with
the workers from a nearby carwash dumping residue from the
carwash up against the railroad tracks, which made an eyesore.
He stated that Mr. Casebolt had been instrumental in getting that
stopped. Now these people are dumping the residue in the middle
of the street, and it makes quite a mud hole. Rev. Kimble stated
that if Council would get the mud removed, the church will put
some gravel there. It was decided that the owner or his employees
should be notified to discontinue dumping in the street, and
also, that Mr. Williams, Street Superintendent, should check
on having the mud removed from the street.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman Tidquist
stated that each councilman had been given a list of recommended
changes for the pool. He would like for these to be studied
and recommendations on the proposed changes be made at next
council meeting.
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Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly said there may
be some trouble with water run-off onto Frederick Street from the
fill being made by Tom Rhule motors. It was decided to have the
building inspector check this out.
Councilman Paul Hill:
Councilman Hill asked if Mr. Williams
had had an opportunity to check the paving on Sixth Street. The
Mayor stated that he has asked both Mr. Williams and Mr. Hayne
to check into it.
Councilman David Hart:

No new business.

Councilman At Large Dr. R. V. Allen:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt said he has
had a request from a group of young men who want to remove the
curb from a section of street, pour concrete beside the street
and put up a basketball pole and net. He stated that the young
people have been playing basketball in this area for years,
and the basket gets knocked down by a passing truck. Councilman
Hart said he felt the concrete would need to be re-enforced and
made as strong as the original curb, also it would have to be
joined to the street properly, and properly drained. The Mayor
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said it might be possible to have a basketball court installed
somewhere nearby, if the city acquires the additional land
under consideration. Another suggestion was that perhaps an
area of the landfill could be used for basketball.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen. The motion
carried.

Mayor

I
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Recorder
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ADOPTION OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO,

I

ORDINANCE NO. I
An ordinance adopting a revision and codification of the
ordinances of the City of Nitro, entitled the "Code of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia," providing for the repeal of certain ordinances
not included therein, with certain exceptions, and for other purposes
hereinafter set out.
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Nitro;
Section 1.

There is hereby adopted by the City Council

that certain Code entitled the "Code of the City of Nitro, West
^Virginia," containing certain ordinances of a general and permanent

I

nature as compiled, consolidated, revised, codified and indexed in
Chapters 1 to 22, both inclusive, of which Code not less than
three copies have been and are now filed in the office of the
city recorder-treasurer, where they shall remain on file and be
made available to the public for inspection and use during all
regular business hours.
Section 2.

The provisions of such Code shall be in force

on and after February"18, 1976, and all ordinances of a general and
permanent nature adopted on final reading and passage on or before
February 1, 1975> and not contained in such Code are hereby repealed
from and after February 18, 1976, except as hereinafter provided.
Section 3-

I

The repeal provided for in the preceding section

of this ordinance shall not affect any offense or act committed or
done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any contract or right

established or accruing before February 18, 1976; nor shall it
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affect any prosecution, suit or proceeding pending or any judgment
rendered prior to February 1, 1975; nor shall such repeal affect
any ordinance or resolution promising or guaranteeing the payment
of money for the City or authorizing the issue of any bonds of the
City or any evidence of the City's indebtedness or any contract or
obligation assumed by the City; nor shall it affect any annual tax
levy; nor shall it affect any right or franchise conferred by
ordinance or resolution of the City Council on any person or
corporation; nor shall it affect any ordinance adopted for purposes
which have been consummated; nor shall it affect any ordinance
which is temporary, although general in effect, or special, although
?>
•permanent
in effect; nor shall it affect any ordinance relating to
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the compensation of the City officers or employees or serve to
reduce the compensation of any present City officer or employee;
nor shall it serve to deprive any person of any lawful retirement,
disability, death or other benefit accrued or accruing; nor shall it
affect any ordinance annexing territory to the City; nor shall it
affect any ordinance naming, renaming, opening, accepting or vacating
streets, alleys, easements or rights of way in the City; nor shall
it affect any ordinance relating to zoning; nor shall it affect any
ordinance adopted on final reading and passage after February 1, 1975;
nor shall it affect any of the following ordinances or amendments
thereto:

(a) Any ordinance or part of any ordinance now in effect

which was enacted as a home rule ordinance pursuant to authority

t

of prior chapter 8A of the Code of West Virginia, including
Ordinances No. 66, 73 and 105; (b) Any ordinance not codified

in or in conflict with the City Code adopted by Section 1 of this
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ordinance which directs or authorizes the establishment or
maintenance at any location within the City of any traffic-control

c

sign, signal, marking or other device or which, for the enforcement
thereof, a traffic-control sign, signal, marking or other device
is by law required to be in place at the place or within the area
affected thereby; (c) Ordinance No. 133, approving rules and
regulations of the board of trustees of the policemen's pension and
relief fund; (d) Ordinance No. 139, enacted May *J, 1965, relating
to the city swimming pool facilities; and (e) Ordinance No. 108,
providing for certain insurance coverage for the municipal sewage
system.
Section 4. Whenever in the Code adopted by this ordinance
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or in any rule, regulation, notice or order promulgated by any officer
or agency of the City under authority of such Code duly vested in
£
him or it( any act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful
or an offense or aMisdemeanor, or the doing of any act is required
or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an
offense or a misdemeanor, where no specific penalty is provided
therefor, the violation of any such provision of such Code or any
such rule, regulation, notice or order shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding five hundred dollars or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
Except where otherwise provided, every day any violation
of such Code or any such rule, regulation, notice or order shall

t

continue shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 5.

I

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the

City Council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and
phrases of this ordinance and the Code hereby adopted are severable,
and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this
ordinance or the Code hereby adopted shall be declared unconstitutional
or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment or decree of a court of
competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall
not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs
and sections of this ordinance or the Code hereby adopted.
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DATE OF ENACTMENT

t

I

|

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
-

f^

REGION 111
6TH AND WALNUT STREETS
PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA

Re:

19106

FEB 2 1976
C-540179
C-540288-02
City of Nitro
West Virginia

Honorable William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
P. 0. Box 515
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mayor Gibson:
In accordance with January 19, 1976 request of the West Virginia
Department of Natural Resources, this is to advise that the proposed
Sewer Use Ordinance is acceptable to this agency.
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Approval of the proposed Sewer Use Ordinance satisfies the general
conditions incorporated into the December 28, 1973 Grant Agreement, for
Grant'C-540179 and, April 3, 1975 Grant Agreement for Grant C-540288-02.
Should you have additional questions, or require furthes assistance
in this matter, please contact this office.
Sincerely yours,

R. Fenton Roudabush, Chief
Virginia/West Virgini a Section
Facilities Management Branch

cc:
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Mr. John Hall
Appalachian Engineering, Inc.'

CITY OF NITRQ
SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION
FEBRUARY 21, 1976
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I
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Precinct 368

West Sattes Elementary School

Clerk

Loucille Callihan, 102 Juniper Street, 755-3578

Clerk

Evelyn Shepherd. 210 Lee Street, 722-3203

Supply Commissioner

Majorie Hudnall, 103 Juniper Street, 755-4526

Commissioner

Bonnie Jones, 200 Juniper Street, 755-3658

Commissioner

Nell Carney, 801 Dupont Avenue, 755-4617

Precinct 369

West Sattes Elementary School (East End of School)

Clerk

Jaunita Hastings, 1406 Sattes Circle, 727-8456

Clerk

Reba Lewis, 1343 Valentine Circle, -727-3555

Supply Commissioner

Majorie Sales,1358 Valentine Circle, 727-1189

Commissioner

Mrs. John Shiflett, 1307 1st Avenue, 727-8688

Commi s s i oner

Wanda Smith, 203 Walker Street, 727-7801

Precinct 370

West Sattes Elementary School

Clerk

Ollie Hancock, 711 Kanawha Avenue, So. 727-3792

Clerk

Loucille Caldwell, 715 Kanawha Avenue, So. 722-3832

Supply Commissioner

Sue Goodwin, 103 Cleveland Avenue, 727-3780

Commissioner

Rita Shahan, 706 Kanawha Avenue, 727-0384

Commissioner

Amy Yates, 712 Michigan Avenue, 727-1270

Precinct 22

Nitro-Putnam Elementary School

Clerk

Mrs. Roland Carroll, 3818 38th Street, 755-1198

Clerk

Hazel Townsend, 4122 3rd Avenue, 755-2213

Supply Commissioner

Bertha French, 4060 40th Street, 755-3158

Commissioner

Stella O1Gorman, 3802 38th Street, 755-3432

Commissioner

Florence Mollohan, 3813 38th Street, 755-4553

SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION

I
I
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CITY OF NITRO
FEBRUARY 21, 1976
Precinct 364

Nitro High School

Clerk

Garnet Galloway, 2 Blakes Creek Road, 755-2482

Clerk

Joan Stephens, 111 Brookhaven Drive, 776-2822

Supply Commissioner

Jacqueline Mallett, 2507 25th Street, 755-2805 >.

Commissioner

Tillie Mynes, 2158 21st Street, 755-2651

Commissioner

Cfiarmagne Mazze, #1 Barrington Road,776-3125

Precinct 365

Nitro Elementary School

Clerk

Reba Mathes, 1612 16th Street, 755-2633

Clerk

Velma Kinder, 1816 18th Street, 755-3123

Supply Commissioner

Viola Regel, 1619 16th Steet, 755-2669

Commissioner

Joyce Middleton, 1922 19th Street, 755-2883

Commissioner

Mrs. John Perry, 2122 21st Street, 755-3133

Precinct 366

Baker Elementary (Multi-purpose Room)

Clerk

Myrtle Adkins, 113 llth Street, 755-1319

Clerk

Jessie Raynes, 1123 llth Street, 755-3525

Supply Commissioner

Ruth Carpenter, 1022 10th Street, 755-2430

Commissioner

Mrs._. LEllJtsiJFinch, '1018. 10th Street, 755-5505

Commissioner

Audry Deeter, 722 7th Street, 755-5406

Precinct 367

Baker Elementary (Multi-purpose Room)

Clerk

Golda Roark, 1332 W. 13th Street, 755-1343

Clerk

Elsie Simmons, 305 Kanawha Avenue, 755-3776

Supply Commissioner

Lillian Mannix, 15 Main Avenue, 755-1870

Commissioner

Carolyn Luker, 1319 W. 13th Street, 755-2432

Commissioner

Reba Webb, 1227 West 12th Street, 755-1238

^
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Nitro City Council Meeting
March 2, 1976
•

The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on March 2, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Those present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Vernon Casebolt,
Councilman Paul Hill and Councilman Thomas Lilly. Councilman
David Hart was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Leroy Beyer of the
Holy Trinity Catholic Church.
Mayor Gibson gave recognition to Mr. Harold Casebolt, father
of Councilman Casebolt, who was visiting from South Carolina.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 17 1976, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that the minutes had been mailed to each
councilman for their review. Councilman Casebolt made a motion
for approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Tidquist and approved by unanimous vote.
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FEBRUARY, 1976, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Recorder
and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the following report:
Balance in general fund February 1, 1976

31,450.63

Receipts for the month

45,957.89

Disbursements

47,833.29

Balance in checking account

29,575.23

Balance in Savings

43,409.86

Mr. Melton reported that disbursements included over $1,000.00
spent on the Special Levy election.
REPORT ON SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION ON FEBRUARY 21, 1976: Mr.
Tom Melton reported on the Special Levy Election held on
February 21, 1976. Only 193 people voted, with 178 for the Levy
and 15 against. Percentages were 927» for and 8% against. The
voting machines have been canvassed and everything was in order.
Following is a list of the votes of each precinct.
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Precinct No.
TT
364
365
366
367

Machine No.
36652
36653
36654
36655
36656

For the levies
30
31
29
19
29

Against
5
1
3
0
3

Total
35
32
32
19
32

264
368
369
370
Totals
Percent

36657
36658
36659

12
22
6
T7S
92

0
12
2
24
1
7
1319T
8

100
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PROPOSED CHANGES FOR NITRO SWIMMING POOL OPERATIONS:
Councilman at Large Tidquist, Chairman of the Recreation Committee,
reported that a list of the proposed changes had been given to
each councilman for their review and recommendations. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that changes be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist. Councilman Lilly said
he had a question concerning Item (a) which proposed to allow
full time employees of the city to buy season passes to the
pool for half price. He said he thought there might be something
in the original bond ordinance which would prohibit this. After
some discussion, Councilman Casebolt withdrew his motion, and
Councilman at Large Tidquist withdrew the second. Mr. Steve
Mullins, Recreation Director, explained some of the reasons for
the proposed changes for the pool. He also stated that he would
check into the legality of Item (a). Councilman Lilly made a
motion that Items (b), (c) and (d) be approved and Item (a) be
brought back for discussion after being checked. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote. A
list of the proposed changes is attached hereto.
STREET LIGHT SURVEY FROM COUNCILMEN CONCERNING NEW POLES
AND STREET LIGHTSTCouncilman at Large Keith Priddy, Chairman of
the Street Light Committee, reported that each councilman had
surveyed his ward, and the total lights requested is 39.
Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion that the list be
submitted to Appalachian Power Company, and let their engineering
department determine the location for new poles, and if lights are
needed in all the areas requested. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt. Councilman Lilly asked if a further survey
should be undertaken to determine if all 39 lights were really
needed. Councilman Priddy replied that where there are no
existing poles, the power company's engineering department would
let us know if they feel lights are needed, or if existing lights
can be relocated to better illuminate certain areas. In any event,
their report will come back to City Council for approval before
any poles or new lights are installed. The vote for approval of
Councilman Priddy's motion was unanimous.

•
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NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Gibson stated that both he and Councilman Casebolt had
received a petition from area residents near the proposed site for
the city maintenance garage. Councilman Casebolt stated that the
petition was signed by 55 residents, several of whom were in
attendance at the council meeting. Councilman Casebolt stated
that the city has looked at several sites for the proposed
_
maintenance garage, one in the western edge of the city, the Smith
Street landfill, and now the Milhoan property. He also stated

•
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that in view of the petition from so many residents, the city
is continuing to look for available property. Mayor Gibson
reported that he has contacted numerous people in an effort to
locate suitable property for the city garage, but so far nothing
has proven satisfactory. Among those contacted were John Ray,
Elmer Fike, Angus Payton, Leo Cavender, Bill McDavid. The Mayor
said he would recommend that a letter be written to all the people
on the petition asking for their help in locating a piece of
property for the construction of the maintenance garage. Councilman
Casebolt said he thought this would be a good idea, and that he
would recommend that the city hold up on exercising the option
on the Milhoan property until a further search is made for
other property to locate the garage on.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that Council accept the
petition and that it become part of the record. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and passed by unanimous vote.
A copy of the petition is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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Councilman Lilly remarked that he still couldn't get it in
mind that the garage could not be built on the Smith Street
landfill. Councilman Casebolt replied that if we want to spend
the money to prepare the property it probably could be done, but
if we can find a suitable piece of property for the amount of
money it would take to prepare the landfill, then we would be
better off to do so. There was some further discussion concerning
Meade Construction Company and renovating the landfill.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from residents of Hillside Drive
concerning problems in the area. The letter is attached hereto
and made a part hereof. The Mayor stated that he had called the
ladies and assured them that we are concerned. The City Attorney
has also been involved in trying to clear this up. The Mayor
said he felt the city is in a better position to get something
done since the adoption of the new city code which was enacted
during the last council meeting. He also said he has located
the owners of the property. Mayor Gibson stated that the city
was not responsible for the drain system along Route 25, this was
installed by the State Department of Highways. The land in
question is lower than the drainage system, and there is no way
the water can drain off. The area needs to be filled enough so it
will properly drain. Councilman Casebolt suggested a letter be
written to the property owners giving them a specified time to
get something done. Councilman Lilly said he thought the City
Attorney was supposed to arrange a meeting with the property
owners and see if something could be worked out.
Mayor Gibson stated that there is a problem he has been asked
by Chief of Police Craft to bring to the attention of council.
This concerns automobiles being parked on the city streets without
a license. They are not abandoned or junked. The Mayor stated
that he would like for the ordinance committee to study this and
see if the ordinance could be amended so that the removal of these
cars can be enforced.
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The Mayor stated that the Sewer Use Ordinance second reading
had been delayed until next council meeting in order to have
sufficient time for advertising.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mrs. Mary A. Veazy, Secretary
Nitro High School Band Patrons, in which she thanked the members
of city council for their contribution to the band's trip to
Disney World.
Mayor Gibson announced that he had spoken with Senator
Randolph and had been informed that the City of Nitro has been
awarded $106,000.00 in Block Grant Funds. He stated that he
has not received the confirmation in writing. This allocation
is from last year's application.
Mayor Gibson stated that the city attorney is working with
the attorney for the American Legion on completing the deed for
the American Legion building. The persons who will sign this
deed transferring the building to the city of Nitro are: Mr.
Thomas R. Boch, 1520 West 15th Street; Mr. Shelton Brewer, Poca,
West Virginia; and Mr. Golden T. Jones, Poca, West Virginia.
The Mayor stated that the approximate appraisal value of the
building is $37,000.00. This building is a gift to the city from
the American Legion.
Tom Melton, Recorder:

No new business.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt said that
he has received a complaint that people are dumping rubbish into
the swampy area at the end of Washington Avenue. He made a motion
that the city have "No Dumping" signs installed. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist and passed by unanimous
vote. Councilman Casebolt also requested that the police patrol
this area in an effort to catch the persons dumping there.
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Councilman Casebolt stated that he had previously brought
before Council the possibility of a group of boys building a
basketball court on the street, but since this wasn't feasible,
he would like to have the approval of Council to have the city
install a regulation size basketball court on part of the landfill
property. He said this would not be a great expense, and the boys
are willing to donate their labor, but it would be necessary to
hire someone experienced to supervise the project.
Councilman
Casebolt made a motion to have this done. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:

No reports.

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Allen stated that the new stop signs on Red Oak Drive have already
been stolen. A discussion followed about methods of installing
signs in order to make it more difficult for them to be vandalized.
The Mayor stated that Gene Williams is aware that the signs are
missing and that he plans to replace them. Councilman at Large
Allen also reported that some of the one-way signs along Third
Avenue are missing and should be replaced.

I
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Councilman Paul Hill:

No reports.

Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly stated that it
was discussed at last council meeting about water run-off on
Frederick Street caused by the filling that is being done, and
he wanted to know if the building inspector had checked on this.
The Mayor replied that he had personally contacted Mr. Rhule,
the building inspector had been up there, and Mr. Hayne had
been down, and as best they could determine Mr. Rhule is doing
everything possible to provide proper drainage. He has installed
a large manhole on the lower corner of his lot and has run a
drain to it. The Mayor stated that Mr. Rhule is also elevating
his lot so that any water will run in the direction of this
large manhole. The Mayor added that the surrounding land is
low-lying land, but he could not find where Mr. Rhule is taking
any short cuts or doing anything out of the ordinary other than
trying to do a good job.
Councilman Lilly stated that the part causing concern is the
section designated as an alley between the landfill and the
private property. Councilman Lilly added that it appears to him
that this fly ash that is being dumped in and not being covered
is completely over in the alley already and is imposing on the
alley itself, and that he cannot see how any drain is going to
carry any residue from this alley back up hill to drain this off.
He asked when this is completed what is going to drain the water
that would accumulate in the alley and come back on these people's
property. Councilman Lilly said this is the concern voiced to
him in this particular area.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said he had been in this area
on numerous occasions and the water did not just come because
of the fill. He felt, too, that Mr. Rhule should take every
precaution to protect the neighboring property there. He also
added that if Mr. Rhule is filling up the alley, he should be
required to take it out, and our engineers should go up and
check it out. Councilman at Large Allen stated that he is
familiar with the property, and for the last five years he has
been receiving phone calls about it.
Councilman Lilly stated that the feeling is that when this
is finished, there will be no drain, apparently, that the water
from the run-off that accumulates in the alley would have no where
to go except back up on these people's property. Councilman Lilly
said he thought perhaps a pipe from the alley to the drain would
solve the whole problem. Councilman Lilly stated that the city has
issued a permit for this, and if it runs water on these people's
property, then the city is a party to this. Councilman Lilly
said he had heard there would be a law suit over this if the filling
continues, and this is why he brought it up. Mayor Gibson asked if
he had looked at the manhole. Councilman Lilly stated that if there
was a pipe running from the alley to the manhole to take off the water
that runs down the side of the property, he did not think there would
be any complaints. He also said that what Mr. Rhule has should
adequately drain the property on top once the fill is completed,
but on the side when the water runs down the side, there is no
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where for it to go except on these people's property behind.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen again stated that the water was
on this property before whenever it rained. Councilman Lilly
said there would be more when you put a hill there, and you
cannot drain water on people's property.
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The Mayor stated that he has had the engineer look at it,
the building inspector looked at it, and he personally looked
at it.
Councilman Lilly stated that in Chapter 15, Article 17, it
states that fly ash will be covered every day at 8:00 P.M., and
there is fly ash in the area, and pictures taken of it, where it
wasn't covered on a week end. He stated that the city is in
violation for not enforcing this regulation. He asked if the
regulation could be enforced. The Mayor said he thought Mr. Rhule
was doing a pretty good job, and that the owner of the Volkswagen
garage did a good job, and he also thought the church was doing
an outstanding job. Councilman Lilly repeated that the fly ash
wasn't covered by 8:00 P.M. on the three days that he inspected
the place, and was completely down in the alley, and over on
the other people's property, and that they have pictures of it.
Councilman Lilly said he wanted to know what we are going to do
about the situation.. The Mayor replied "I think we have
be-labored this long enough." Councilman Lilly said "I don't
think we have - -."
Mayor Gibson said "Well, I think we have
and I am the chairman."
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist:

No reports.

I

The Mayor stated that he would entertain a motion for
adjournment. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made the motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen. The motion carried.
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ALL MEMBERS OF NITRO CITY COUNCIL

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, RESIDENTS AND VOTERS LIVING IN THE
AREA OF LOCK AVENUE, LOCK STREET, BROADWAY AVENUE, MINOR
AVENUE, SMITH STREET AND THE IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING AREA,
ARE SUBMITTING THIS PETITION OF PROTEST TO THE PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION OF A CITY GARAGE ON THE PROPERTY COMMONLY
KNOWN AS "MILHOAN PARK".

IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT

THIS PROPERTY IS PRESENTLY ZONED AS RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
AND IT IS OUR REQUEST TO THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE ZONING
COMMITTEE THAT THE PROPERTY ZONING REMAINS THE SAME.
WE TRUST THAT OUR ELECTED AND APPOINTED CITY OFFICIALS
WILL GIVE THIS PETITION THEIR MOST SERIOUS CONSIDERATION.
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STEPHEN L. MULLINS
Director

February 17, 1976
From:

Recreation Director

To:

Mayor and Council

Subject:

Recommendations regarding pool operation for the
1976 pool season.

1. I have the following proposals or recommendations
operation of the pool during the 1976 season:

regarding

a.

I propose that all full-time employees of the city
of Nitro who have at least a year's longevity be
permitted to purchase season passes for the swimming
pool at 1/2 price. This is not expected to significantly
effect pool pass revenues, but is intended only as a
fringe benefit for city employees.

b.

I propose that season pool passes be offered on a
pro-rated basis for the 1976 pool season. The prorated schedule is as follows:
Beginning of season - June 30
Full price
July 1 - July 31
3/4 price
August 1 - End of season
1/2 price
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The season pass prices are currently:
Family - $36.00
Single - $18.00
The reasoning behind this proposal is that newly arrived
Nitro residents could buy a pass during the season without
having to pay for the full season. This also allows a
price break for persons who, for one reason or another,
cannot afford a pass for the entire season. This change
should not significantly effect pool pass sales.
c.

t

I propose that the entrance fee at the gate be reduced
to half price after 4:00 P.M.
This would allow for
late-comers to the pool, especially working people who
cannot swim until after 4:00 P.M. This is seen as a price
break which would make the pool more readily accessible
to Nitro residents without significantly effecting gate
receipts. It is an extra consideration which hasn't
been offered previously.

d.

f

I propose that the pool hours of operation remain
the same as last season, which was highly successful
and lent itself to efficient personnel- scheduling
and economical operation.
Those hours are:
Tuesday - Sunday
Monday

12:00 - 8:00 P.M.
CLOSED

2. These proposals have been well thought out and are mainly
responses to perceived needs or situations which have arisen
in the past.

>teptten L. Mulrins

I
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February 24, 1976
The Honorable Mayor Gibson
Nitre City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Your Honor,
This letter comes to you from some of the concerned residents of
H i l l s i d e Drive, Nitro, West Virginia. Up to now sporadic efforts
on the part of residents of this street to eliminate what they see
as one of our problems have been fruitless. Now we are attempting
to communicate directly with the City Government to obtain action
on this problem.
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As you know, there is a vacant lot and a swampy area across the
street from 222 H i l l s i d e Drive. Weeds on the vacant lot have grown
quite tall and are never cut during the summer, thus providing
breeding places for various types of snakes, rodents and mosquitos.
Several phone calls were made to the Nitro City Police Department
during late summer 1975, requesting the weeds be cut, but nothing
has been done.
The swampy area, as we understand it, is the result of improper
drains on this street, installed by the City of Nitro, to carry
away the water resulting from rains and snows. The drain that is
to carry this pooled water from in front of our homes to the river
is not situated properly to do its job.
These two areas have posed potential problems for some time, but now
we find the situation worsening. Due to the outbreak of St. Louis
encephalitis in Nitro in 1975, we have become more concerned.
Encephalitis is caused by a virus that is transmitted to man by means
of an infective mosquito. On H i l l s i d e Drive we have had mosquitos
so thick that they appear to be hanging in clouds - this occurs at
any time of the day or night. As of December 2, 1975 we s t i l l had
mosquitos present in this area due to the larvae in the swamp
maturing and hatching. Weekly and twice-weekly sprayings of the swamp
by the Public Health Department do not seem to help control the mosquitos,

I

=2-

t

Information on encephalitis maintains that winter carry-over of the
source of encephalitis may be by reptiles and rodents. Method of
control of encephalitis recommends "destruction of larvae and
elimination of breeding places of known or suspected vector mosquitos."
Therefore we would like to have two things done to help ensure the
safety of ourselves and our children from the threat of encephalitis:
1. The property owner of the vacant lot be required (as he is by law)
to keep his lot mowed and trimmed.
2. Proper drainage be provided for run off water, and the drains
from the "swamp" be corrected so that the "swamp" w i l l be
eliminated.
We hope to receive some action on these requests as soon as possible,
as we plan to pursue this with the hope of eliminating this problem
by Spring.
Very truly yours,

I
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Residents of H i l l s i d e Drive
Nitro, West Virginia

"
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

1

March 16, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on March 16, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman at
Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Thomas Lilly
and Councilman David Hart. Councilman Vernon Casebolt was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 2, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor
Gibs on stated that the minutes had been mailed to each counciIman
for their review. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
for approval of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart. Councilman Thomas Lilly stated that on Page No. 268
of the minutes he thought something had been omitted. He stated
that he had been called out of order during the discussion of
the fly-ash fill, and he would like to have this change made in
the minutes. The Mayor said he did not think this had been said.
Councilman Lilly asked about the tape of the previous meeting.
It was suggested that the tape be played to have this checked. The
vote for approval of the minutes was: Councilmen Allen, Tidquist,
Hart, Hill and Recorder Melton voting in favor, with Councilmen
Lilly and Priddy abstaining.
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Councilman Lilly made a motion that the minutes be changed
to reflect that he was called out of order. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Priddy. Councilman Tidquist stated that
he felt if this were on the tape of the meeting then it should be
added to the minutes. Councilman Hart asked if the motion and
second were that the change be made in the minutes if this was
on the tape of the last meeting. He was informed that this was
correct. The vote of approval of this motion was unanimous.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY, 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Recorder
Melton stated that the financial statement had been mailed to
the councilmen. Mr. Melton made a motion for approval of the
financial statement. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hart.
Councilman at Large Priddy asked about the figure $535.66, under
Item 11 of the Disbursements. Mr. Melton explained this is for
equipment ordered for the Police Department and will be paid for
by a grant under the Governor's Committee on Crime, Delinquency
and Corrections. The city pays for the equipment, and. then will
be reimbursed for the federal and state amount through the grant.
Councilmen Allen, Hill, Hart, Tidquist and Recorder Melton voted
for approval of the financial statement. Councilmen Lilly and
Priddy opposed.

I

SEWER USE ORDINANCE - SECOND READING: Recorder Tom Melton
read the title of the ordinance which is as follows:
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AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
SEWERS AND DRAINS, PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL, THE
INSTALLATION AND CONNECTION OF BUILDING SEWERS, AND
THE DISCHARGE OF WATERS AND WASTES INTO THE PUBLIC
SEWER SYSTEM AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS
THEREOF IN THE CITY OF NITRO, COUNTIES OF KANAWHA
AND PUTNAM, STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

I

Be it ordained and enacted by the Council of the City of
Nitro, State of West Virginia, as follows:
ARTICLE I.
Definitions
Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the
meaning of terms used in this ordinance shall be as follows:
Sec. 1. "BOD" (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean
the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of
organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5)
days at 20° C, expressed in milligrams per liter.
Sec. 2. "Building Drain" shall mean that part of the lowest
horizontal piping of a drainage system which receives the discharge
from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the
building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five (5)
feet (1.5 meters) outside the inner face of the building wall.
Sec. 3. "Building Sewer" shall mean the extension from the
building drain to the public sewer or other place of disposal.
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Sec. 4. "Combined Sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving both
surface runoff and sewage.
Sec. 5. "Garbage" shall mean solid wastes from the domestic
and commercial preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, and
from the handling, storage, and sale of produce.
Sec. 6
"Industrial Wastes" shall mean the liquid wastes
from industrial manufacturing processes, trade, or business as
distinct from sanitary sewage.
Sec. 7. "Natural Outlet" shall mean any outlet into a
watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of surface or groundwater.
Sec. 8. "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company,
association, society, corporation or group.
Sec. 9. "pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of
the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of solution.
Sec. 10. "Properly Shredded Garbage" shall mean the wastes
from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of foods that have been
shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely
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under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers,
with no particle greater than one half (1/2) inch (1.27 centimeters)
in any dimension.
Sec. 11. "Public Sewer" shall mean a sewer in which all
owners of abutting properties have equal rights, and is controlled
by public authority.
Sec. 12. "Sanitary Sewer" shall mean a sewer which carries
sewage and to which storm, surface, and groundwaters are not
intentionally admitted.
Sec. 13. "Sewage" shall mean a combination of the watercarried
wastes from residences, business buildings, institutions, and
industrial establishments, together with such ground, surface, and
stormwaters as may be present.
Sec. 14. "Sewage Treatment Plant" shall mean any arrangement of
devices and structures used for treating sewage.
Sec. 15. "Sewage Works" shall mean all facilities for
collecting, pumping, treating, and disposing of sewage.
Sec. 16.
sewage.
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Sec. 17.

"Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying
"Shall" is mandatory.

"May" is permissive.

Sec. 18. "Slug" shall mean any discharge of water, sewage,
or industrial waste which in concentration of any given constituent
or in quantity of flow exceeds for any period of duration longer
than fifteen (15) minutes more than five (5) times the average
twenty-four (24) hour concentration or flows during normal
operation.
Sec. 19. "Storm Drain" (sometimes termed "storm sewer")
shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface water and
drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other than
unpolluted cooling water.
Sec. 20. "Suspended Solids" shall mean solids that either
float on the surface of, or are in suspension in water, sewage,
or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering.
Sec. 21. "Watercourse" shall mean a channel in which a
flow of water occurs, either continuously or intermittently.
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Sec. 22. "Nitro Sanitary Board" shall mean those members
appointed by the Mayor of the City of Nitro, and confirmed by the
City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, and any person
acting under direction of said Board as an employee or agent.
ARTICLE II.
Use of Public Sewers Required
Sec. 1.

It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit,
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or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public
or private property within the City of Nitro or in any area
under the jurisdiction of said City any human or animal excrement,
garbage, or other objectionable waste.
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Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural
outlet within the City of Nitro, or in any area under the
jurisdiction of said City any sewage or other polluted waters,
except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance
with subsequent provisions of this ordinance.
Sec. 3. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful
to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank,
cesspool or other facility intended or used for the disposal of
sewage.
Sec. 4. The owner of all houses, buildings or properties
used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purpose,
situated within the City and abutting on any street, alley or right
of way in which there is now located or may in the future be located
a public sanitary or combined sewer of the City is hereby required
at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and
to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer
in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, within ninety
(90) days of official notice to do so, provided that said public
sewer is within one hundred (100) feet (30.5 meters) of the
property line.
ARTICLE III
Private Sewage Disposal

I

Sec. 1. Where a public sanitary or combined sewer is not
available under the provisions of Article II, Section 4, the
building sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal
system complying with the provisions of this article.
Sec. 2. Before commencement of construction of a private
sewage disposal system the owner shall first obtain a written
permit signed by the Secretary of the Nitro Sanitary Board. The
application for such permit shall be made on a form furnished by
the Nitro Sanitary Board which the applicant shall supplement by
any plans, specifications, and other information as are deemed
necessary by the Nitro Sanitary Board. A permit and inspection
fee shall be paid to the Nitro Sanitary Board at the time the
application is filed as hereinafter provided in Article IV,
Section 2.
Sec. 3. A. permit for a private sewage disposal system shall
not become effective until the installation is completed to the
satisfaction of the Nitro Sanitary Board. It shall be allowed
to inspect the work at any stage of construction, and in any event,
the applicant for the permit shall notify the Nitro Sanitary Board
when the work is ready for final inspection, and before any underground portions are covered. The inspection shall be made within
forty-eight (48) hours of the receipt of notice by the Board.
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Sec. 4. The type, capacities, location and layout of a
private sewage disposal system shall comply with all recommendations
of the Department of Health of the State of West Virginia. No
septic tank or cesspool shall be permitted to discharge to any
natural outlet.
Sec. 5. At such time as a public sewer becomes available
to a property served by a private sewage disposal system as
provided in Article III, Section 4, a direct connection shall
be made to the public sewer in compliance with this ordinance,
and any septic tanks, cesspools, and similar private sewage
disposal facilities shall be abandoned and filled with suitable
material.
Sec. 6. The owner shall operate and maintain the private
sewage disposal facilities in a sanitary manner at all times,
at no expense to the City of Nitro or to the Nitro Sanitary Board.
Sec. 7. No statement contained in this article shall be
construed to interfere with any additional requirements that may
be imposed by the Nitro Sanitary Board, the West Virginia
Department of Health or any other duly authorized government
agency.
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Sec. 8. When a public sewer becomes available, the building
sewer shall be connected to said sewer within sixty (60) days and
the private sewage disposal system shall be cleaned of sludge
and filled with clean bank-run gravel or dirt.
ARTICLE IV
Building Sewers and Connections
Sec. 1. No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any
connections with or open onto, use, alter or disturb any public
sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written
permit from the Nitro Sanitary Board.
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Sec. 2. There shall be two (2) classes of sewer service
connection fees: (a) for service where the service connection
is in place ready for the owner to connect, generally at the
property line; and (b) for service where the Sanitary Board
must first make an opening in the Board's collector sewer and then
extend the line to the owner's property line. In either case, the
owner or his agent shall make application on a special form
furnished by the Nitro Sanitary Board. The permit application
shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications, or other
information considered pertinent in the judgment of the Nitro
Sanitary Board. A permit and inspection fee of Twenty Five Dollars
($25.00) for in service sewer inspection (a) and One Hundred Fifty
Dollars ($150.00) for an in service connection fee (b) shall be
paid to the Nitro Sanitary Board at the time the application is
filed.
Sec. 3. All costs and expenses incident to the installation
and connection of a building sewer shall be borne by the owner.
The owner shall indemnify the Nitro Sanitary Board from any loss
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or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the
installation of the building sewer.
Sec. 4. A separate and independent building sewer shall be
provided for every building; except where one building stands at
the rear of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is
available or can be constructed to the rear building through an
adjoining alley, court, yard, or driveway, the building sewer from
the front building may be extended to the rear building and the
whole considered as one building sewer.
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Sec. 5. Old building sewers may be used in connection with
new buildings only when they are found, on examination and test
by the Nitro Sanitary Board to meet all requirements of this
ordinance.
Sec. 6. The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction
of a building sewer, and the methods to be used in excavating,
placing of the pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling the trench,
shall all conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing
code or other applicable rules and regulations of the Nitro Sanitary
Board and the City of Nitro. In the absence of code provisions or
in amplification thereof, the materials and procedures set forth in
appropriate specifications of the A.S.T.M. and W.P.C.F. Manual of
Practice No. 9 shall apply.
Sec. 7. Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought
to the building at an elevation below the basement floor. In all
buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity
flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building
drain shall be lifted by an approved means and discharged to the
building sewer.
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Sec. 8. No person shall make connection of roof downspouts,
exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of
surface runoff or groundwater to a building sewer or building drain
which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public
sanitary sewer.
Sec. 9. The connection of the building sewer into the
public sewer shall conform to the requirements of the building and
plumbing code or other applicable rules and regulations of the
Nitro Sanitary Board, or the procedures set forth in appropriate
specifications of the A.S.T.M. and the W.P.C.F. Manual of Practice
No. 9. All such connections shall be made gastight and watertight.
Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be
approved by the Nitro Sanitary Board before installation.
Sec. 10. The applicant for the building sewer permit
shall notify the Nitro Sanitary Board when the building sewer is
ready for inspection and connection to the public sewer. The
connection shall be made under the supervision of the Nitro
Sanitary Board or its representative.
Sec. 11.

All excavations for building sewer installation
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shall be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so as to
protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and
other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall
be restored in a manner satisfactory to the Nitro Sanitary Board,
and the City of Nitro.
ARTICLE V
Use of the Public Sewers
Sec. 1. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged
any stormwater, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface
drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial
process waters to any sanitary sewer.
Sec. 2. Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall
be discharged to such sewers as are specifically designed as
combined sewers or storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved
by the Nitro Sanitary Board. Industrial cooling water or unpolluted
process waters may be discharged, on approval of the Nitro Sanitary
Board to a storm sewer, combined sewer or natural outlet.
Sec. 3. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged
any of the following described waters or wastes to any public
sewers:

I

(a) Any gasoline, benzene, naptha, fuel oil, or other
flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas.
(b) Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous
solids, liquids or gases in sufficient quantity
either singly or by interaction with other wastes,
to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment
process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals,
create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in
the receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant,
including but not limited to cyanides in excess of
two (2) mg/1 as CN in the wastes as discharged to
the public sewer.
(c) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5
or having any other corrosive property capable of
causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment,
and personnel of the sewage works.
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(d) Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such
size capable of causing obstruction to the flow in
sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of the sewage works such as, but not limited to
ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal,
glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground
garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, hair and
fleshings, entrails and paper dishes, cups, milk
containers, etc., either whole or ground by garbage
grinders.
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Sec. 4. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged
the following described substances, materials, wastes or waters
if it appears likely in the opinion of the Nitro Sanitary Board
that such wastes can harm either the sewers, sewage treatment
process, or equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiving
stream, or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property, or
constitute a nuisance. In forming its opinion as to the acceptability of these wastes, the Nitro Sanitary Board will give consideration to such factors as the quantities of subject wastes in
relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of
construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process,
capacity of the sewage treatment plant, degree of treatability of
wastes in the sewage treatment plant, and other pertinent factors.
The substances prohibited are:
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(a) Any liquid or vapor having a termperature higher
than one hundred fifty (150) degrees F. (65 C);
(b) Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease,
or oil, whether emulsified or not, in excess of
one hundred (100) mg/1 or containing substances
which may solidify or become viscous at temperatures between thirty-two (32) and one hundred
fifty (150) degrees F. (0 and 65°C);
(c) Any garbage that has not been properly shredded.
The installation and operation of any garbage
grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths
(3/4) horsepower (.76 hp metric) or greater shall
be subject to the review and approval of the
Nitro Sanitary Board;
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(d) Any waters or wastes containing strong acid iron
pickling wastes, or concentrated plating solutions
whether neutralized or not;
(e) Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium,
copper, zinc, and similar objectionable or toxic
substances; or wastes exerting an excessive chlorine
requirement, to such degree that any such
material received in the composite sewage
at the sewage treatment works exceeds the
limits established by the Nitro Sanitary Board
for such materials;
(f) Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other
taste-or odor-producing substances, in such concentrations exceeding limits which may be established by the Nitro Sanitary Board as necessary,
after treatment of the composite sewage, to meet
the requirements of the State, Federal or other
public agencies of jurisdiction for such discharge
to the receiving waters;
(g) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-

•
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life or concentration as may exceed limits established by the Nitro Sanitary Board in compliance
with applicable State or Federal regulations.
(h) Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5.
(i) Materials which exert or cause:
(1) Unusual concentrations of inert suspended
solids (such as, but not limited to, Fullers
earth, lime slurries, and lime residues) or
of dissolved solids (such as, but not
limited to sodium chloride and sodium sulfate).
(2) Excessive discoloration (such as, but not
limited to, dye wastes and vegetable
tanning solutions).
(3) Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand, or
chlorine requirements in such quantities
as to constitute a significant load on
the sewage treatment works.
(4) Unusual volume of flow or concentration
of wastes constituting "slugs" as defined
herein.
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(j) Waters or wastes containing substances which are not
amenable to treatment or reduction by the sewage
treatment processes employed, or are amenable to
treatment only to such degree that the sewage treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of
other agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to
the receiving waters.
Sec. 5. If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are
proposed to be discharged to the public sewers, which waters contain
the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated above, and
which in the judgment of the Nitro Sanitary Board may have a
deleterious effect upon the sewage works, processes, equipment,
or receiving waters, or which otherwise create a hazard to life
or constitute a public nuisance, the Nitro Sanitary Board may:
(a) Reject the wastes;
(b)

Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition
for discharge to the public sewer;

(c) Require control over the quantities and rates of
discharge, and/or
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(d) Require payment to cover the added cost of handling
and treating the wastes not covered by existing
taxes or sewer charges under the provisions of
Section 10 of this article.
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If the Nitro Sanitary Board permits the pretreatment or
equalization of waste flows, the design and installation of the
plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval
of the Nitro Sanitary Board, and subject to the requirements of
all applicable codes, ordinances, and laws.
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Sec. 6. Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be
provided when, in the opinion of the Nitro Sanitary Board they
are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing
grease in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or
other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors shall not
be required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All
interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the
Nitro Sanitary Board and shall be located as to be readily and
easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.
Sec. 7. Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing
facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be
maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation
by the owner at his expense.
Sec. 8. When required by the Nitro Sanitary Board, the
owner of any property serviced by a building sewer carrying
industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole together
with such necessary meters and other appurtenances in the building
sewer to facilitate observation, sampling, and measurement of the
wastes. Such manhole, when required, shall be accessibly and
safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with
plans approved by the Nitro Sanitary Board. The manhole shall
be installed by the owner at his expense, and shall be maintained
by him so as to be safe and accessible at all times.
Sec. 9. All measurements, tests, and analyses of the
characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is made in
this ordinance shall be determined in accordance with the latest
edition of "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and
Wastewater," published by the American Public Health Association,
and shall be determined at the control manhole provided, or upon
suitable samples taken at the control manhole. In the event that
no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be
considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the public
sewer to the point at which the building sewer is connected. Sampling
shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to reflect the
effect of constituents upon the sewage works and to determine the
existence of hazards to life, limb, and property. (The particular
analyses involved will determine whether a twenty-four (24) hour
composite of all outfalls of a premise is appropriate or whether
a grab sample or samples should be taken. Normally, but not always,
BOD and suspended solids and analyses are obtained from a 24 hour^
composite of all outfalls whereas pH's are determined from periodic
grab samples.)
Sec. 10. No statement contained in this article shall be
construed as preventing any special agreement or arrangement
between the Nitro Sanitary Board and any industrial concern whereby
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an industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be
accepted by the Nitro Sanitary Board for treatment, subject to
payment therefore, by the industrial concern.
ARTICLE VI
Protection from Damage
Sec. 1. No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully,
or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper
with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of
the sewage works. Any person violating this provision shall be
subject to immediate arrest under charge of disorderly conduct.
ARTICLE VII
Powers and Authority of Inspectors
Sec. 1. The Nitro Sanitary Board or other duly authorized
employees of the Nitro Sanitary Board bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter into properties
for the purposes of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling
and testing in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.
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Sec. 2. The Nitro Sanitary Board or any of its duly
authorized employees bearing proper credentials and identification
shall be permitted to enter all private properties through which
the City of Nitro or the Nitro Sanitary Board holds a duly
negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not limited to,
inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair, and
maintenance of any portion of the sewage works lying within said
easement. All entry and subsequent work, if any, on said easement,
shall be done in full accordance with the terms of the duly
negotiated easement pertaining to the private property involved.
ARTICLE VIII
Penalties
Sec. 1. Any person found to be violating any provision of
this ordinance except Article VI shall be served by the Nitro
Sanitary Board or the City of Nitro with written notice stating
the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit
for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall,
within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently
cease all violations.
Sec. 2. Any person who shall continue any violation beyond
the time limit provided for in Article VII, Section 1, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be
fined in the amount not exceeding One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
for each violation. Each day in which any such violation shall
continue shall be deemed a separate offense.
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Sec. 3. Any person violating any of the provisions of this
ordinance shall become liable to the Nitro Sanitary Board for
any expense, loss, or damage occasioned the Nitro Sanitary
Board by reason of such violation.
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ARTICLE IX
Validity
Sec. 1. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict
herewith are hereby repealed.
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Sec. 2. The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence, or
provision of this ordinance shall not affect the validity of any
other part of this ordinance which can be given effect without
such invalid part or parts.
ARTICLE X
Ordinance in Force
Sec. 1. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect
from and after its passage, approval, recording, and publication
as provided by law.
Sec. 2. Passed and adopted by the Nitro City Council of
the City of Nitro, West Virginia, on the _
day of _
1976, by the following vote:
Ayes :
_
Nays :
_
Approved this _

day of _

,

,1976.

Attest:

************
Councilman Lilly made a motion that the ordinance be accepted at
this second reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Allen and approved by unanimous vote.
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO UNLICENSED VEHICLES PARKED ON
CITY STREETS:Councilman at Large Allen,Chairman of the Ordinance
Committee, said he would like to keep this in committee until next
council meeting. Mr. Armada, city attorney, had not had an
opportunity to work with them on this.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR BIDS ON BASKETBALL COURT:
Councilman at
Large Tidquist,Chairman of the Recreation Committee, explained
that the preliminary sketches prepared by Appalachian Engineers
show two sizes. He said he thought the smaller one which is the
Junior High size would be more suitable. He added that he has
noticed that the younger people who play at City Park seem to
prefer the smaller size court. Mr. Steve Mullins stated that the
sketch shows two types of construction. He suggested getting
bids on both types. Councilman at Large Priddy said that the
plans seemed rather elaborate, that it was his understanding
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the labor was to have been done by a group of boys. Also that
the fact that the city maintenance garage may still be built
in the area would need to be taken into consideration. Councilman
at Large Tidquist said he understood the basketball court would
be built on the south side, away from the area of the proposed
garage. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that the
Recreation Committee give this further study and have a report
for next council meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Tidquist and passed by unanimous vote.
BLOCK GRANT AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $106 OOP: The Mayor
stated that he had received a letter from Robert C. Byrd, U. S.
Senator, confirming the HUD Community Development Grant of
$106,000. The Mayor also read part of a letter from Mr. Robert
Barill of the Governor's Office, Federal-State Relations, stating
that they have received the pre-application for this year's
allocation of Community Development grants, and that it is in
line with state guidelines. Another letter read was from R.I.C.
regarding receipt of the pre-application.
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Councilman Lilly asked what comes next on the $106,000. The
Mayor replied that it was his understanding that approximately
$80,000 is to be used for storm sewers, and approximately $20,000
to be used to set up a housing inspection plan. Councilman
at Large Allen asked about the time element. The Mayor said he
thought plans were to be under way in 90 days, but he has nothing
in writing on this.
NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Mayor asked Mr. Melton to read a petition which had been
received from the Nitro Business Men's Association regarding
the paving and upkeeping of the parking area. Mayor Gibson
stated that unless Council had objections, he would send the
petition to the Department of Highways with a letter showing
the city is in agreement on trying to upgrade the parking area
through the business area of Nitro. Councilman Lilly made a
motion that this petition be forwarded with a letter. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen and passed
by unanimous vote.
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The Mayor introduced Mr. & Mrs. Edwards, who had come to
speak to Council about the possibility of the Nitro Post Office
becoming a sub-station of Charleston. Mrs. Emogene Edwards is
an employee of the Nitro Post Office. Mr. Edwards explained
some of the reasons they are against the Nitro Post Office
becoming a sub-station. He stated that a town loses its identity
when it becomes a sub-station of a larger post office. The service
is curtailed, and the number of employees is usually very small,
possibly only one window clerk at a time. Customers will have
to stand in line to get waited on. Only one dispatch of mail
each day. Special delivery mail will come out of Charleston once
a day. Mr. Edwards stated that he hoped the Mayor and councilmen
will do all they can to see that the Charleston Post Office does
not make Nitro a sub-station. Mr. Edwards said he would like to

see the business men have petitions for citizens to sign to be
sent to our congressmen to let them know how people feel about
it. Councilman Hart made a motion that the information distributed
by Mr. & Mrs. Edwards be made a part of the official minutes. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly and passed by unanimous
vote. It was suggested that perhaps a committee of three
councilmen could be appointed to work on this. Mrs. Edwards
said they thought the change would take effect June 1, 1976.
Estimated number of patrons served by the Nitro Post Office
is 10,000 or more.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from Harland Bartholomew and
Associates concerning Master Plans for recreational development
and land use of the Winfield, Marmet and London Navigation
pools on the Kanawha River. The Mayor said he thought the city
should send this firm the preliminary plans for the proposed
recreation area on the river. Councilmen agreed.
The Mayor read a letter from Jackie Peel, secretary of
Winfield Elementary School PTA asking permission to solicit the
merchants in Nitro for prizes for their school carnival.
Councilman Hart suggested that the Mayor consider and act on
this request rather than have it an official act of Council.
Other councilmen agreed to this. It was agreed that a packet
from Sunrise should be handled in the same manner.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Monsanto Chemical Company
complimenting the city on the work of Mr. Orville Holley, who
is directing traffic at the plant entrance and also a school
crossing guard.
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Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, reported the statement
from the Michie Company for the new code books seemed in order
and he recommended that it be paid. Mr. Armada said that the
books had been given to the councilmen and everyone had had an
opportunity to review them. Councilman at Large Allen made a
motion that this be paid. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Lilly and approved by unanimous vote.
The Mayor stated that a copy of a letter written to Mrs.
Barbara Bacon had been given to all councilmen. The letter was
in reference to the complaints the city has been receiving
about the swampy area owned by the Sattes heirs. A question
was asked about the swampy area on the west side of the highway.
The Mayor said the engineering firm is working with the Department
of Highways to get them to repair the drain and possibly keep
this area drained.
Recorder Tom Melton: Mr. Melton stated that he would like
to have the first reading of two ordinances regarding salaries
paid to the Mayor and Recorder. The title of the first ordinance
is as follows:
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 1,
SECTION 2-2 OF THE CITY CODE OF NITRO, WEST
VIRGINIA, RELATING TO THE SALARY OF THE CITY x
RECORDER OF THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND
PUTNAM COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that the first
reading be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly
and passed by unanimous vote.
The title of the second ordinance reads as follows:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 1,
SECTION 2-2 OF THE CITY CODE OF NITRO, WEST
VIRGINIA, RELATING TO THE SALARY OF THE MAYOR OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES,
WEST VIRGINIA
Councilman Hart made a motion that the first reading be
accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and passed
by unanimous vote.
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Recorder Melton stated that it was time again to approve the
current levy estimate. He reported that Finance Committee meetings
had been held, and also meetings with all the councilmen. Mr.
Melton made a motion that the levy estimate be passed for the
budget for 1976, 1977. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hill and passed by unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy:

No new business or reports.

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that Steve Mullins, Recreation Director, had
given him a copy of a portion of the bond ordinance relating
to the swimming pool. He asked for Mr. Mullins1 comments.
Mr. Mullins stated that he had read the ordinance to see if it
would be illegal to reduce the pool passes to half price to city
employees, and the only thing he could find was the section which
says such fees, rentals and other charges shall not be reduced so
as to be insufficient to provide revenue for payment of the bonds.
Mr. Mullins said the reduction in rates would not reduce the
revenue any significant amount, in fact, it might increase it.
Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, stated that in his opinion
it could be done.
After some further discussion it was decided to leave this
in the Recreation Committee for further study and report back on
it at the next council meeting.
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Mayor Gibson said that while the Ordinance Committee is
working on an ordinance for unlicensed vehicles, he would like
for them to work on one for a contractor's license for the city
of Nitro. Contractors pay B&O tax, but at the present time there
is no license required. Also he said he would like to have them
work on a subdivision ordinance.

Councilman David Hart: Councilman Hart said that Mr. Armada
has a letter from the Library Commission requesting clarification
of their position under the new city Code. He still has this under
consideration. Councilman Hart stated that there is a good bit
of trash needing to be picked up on 40th Street. And on East 39th
Street near a creek relocation project, the city should keep a
check on this.
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Councilman Paul Hill: Councilman Hill asked if the list of
requested street lights has been sent to Appalachian Power. The
answer was yes.
Councilman Thomas Lilly: Councilman Lilly reported that
some gravel had been spilled on the highway right near the
bridge approach of the Nitro-St. Albans bridge near Johnson
Amoco. He has had complaints of this gravel being tossed by
the wheels of passing cars and trucks. He said he felt this should
be checked out about cleaning it up and also trying to find out who
is responsible for this.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist: Councilman at Large
Tidquist said he has been asked again to have the city government
contact the utility companies and see if a collecting station
could not be established in Nitro. Councilman Tidquist made a
motion that a letter be written to this effect. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. It was suggested that
a copy of the letter be sent to the Public Service Commission.
Councilman Hart stated that he thought the Business Men's Association
should be asked to work on this problem. He said he felt it was
more a function of theirs than it is the city governments. This
is something they can do for the citizens. The vote on Councilman
Tidquist's motion was unanimous except Councilman Hart who
abstained.
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A motion for adjournment was made by Councilman Hill. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Keith Priddy. The
motion carried.
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AN ACT

WHEREAS, Article I, Section $, Clause 7, of the Constitution
of The United States of America provides that the Congress shall
establish post offices; and
WHEREAS, Article I, Section S, Clause 7 of the Constitution
of the United States has not been amended as provided for by
Article 5 of the Constitution of the United States; and
Y/HEREAS, "The Postal Reform Bill", (Public Law 91-375, 91st
Congress, H. R. 17070, August 12, 1970, Congress having "delegated"
its powers under Article I, Section 3, Clause 7, of the Constitution
of the United States to another Agency; and
WHEREAS the Congress of the United States is prohibited bjr the
Constitution of the United States of America to "delegate" authority
given to Congress by the Constitution; and
WHEREAS, members of the City Council of the City of Kitro,
County of Kanav.'ha, State of West Virginia, have taken an oath
to uphold the Constitution and must hold as a sacred trust their
responsibility to protect the freedom and liberties of the
citizens of this City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA that, "The Postal Reform Bill", (Public Law 91-375,
91st Congress, H.R. 17070, August 12, 1970), though having the
form and name of lav;, is in reality no lav;, but is wholly void
and ineffective for any purpose; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that neither the Legislative,
Executive, nor Judicial Departments of the federal government can
lawfully exercise any authority beyond the limits marked out by
the Constitution, and where rights secured by the Constitution are
involved, there can be no rule-making or legislation which would
abrogate them; and
THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY OF NITRO, KAKAVJHA COUNTY,
STATE OF WEST VIRGI. IA, that any person, or persons, acting
within the law and jurisdiction of, "The Postal Reform Bill",
(Public Lav; 91-375, 91st Congress, H.R. 17070, August 12, 1970),
who attempts to alter the present operating structure of the
Post Office in the City of Nitro, County of Kanawha, State of
Test Virginia, shall be charged with a violation of Section 23^4,
Title 1$, United States Code, and be subject to prosecution by
the City of Nitro under said U.S. Code.
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NITRO CITY CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 6, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on April 6, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman Paul Hill,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Vernon Casebolt and City
Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gibson and
Reverend Wilbur Turner of St. Paul's United Methodist Church
gave the invocation.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 16, 1976: Mayor Gibson
stated each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes by
mail for their review. Councilman Lilly made a motion for
approval of the minutes, the motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen, the vote of approval was unanimous.
MARCH 1976 FINANCIAL REPORT:
following report:
29,575.23
32,030.14
59,716.81
1,881.56
43,409.86

Recorder Melton gave the

Balance in General Fund February 29, 1976
Receipts
Disbursements
Balance in Checking Account March 31, 1976
Saving Account

Recorder Melton stated that the disbursements included
Social Security contribution for the full quarter.
SECOND READING TO AMEND ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE SALARY
OF THE MAYOR:Recorder Melton stated that City Attorney Armada
combined the Ordinance for the salary of the Mayor and Recorder
in one ordinance which reads as follows:

I

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER TWO:
SECTION TWO; SUBSECTION (a); OF THE
CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST
VIRGINIA, 1976; AS AMENDED BY ADDING
THERETO A NEW SECTION DESIGNATED AS
SUBPARAGRAPH (1); PROVIDING FOR SALARIES
TO BE PAID THE MAYOR AND CITY RECORDER.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE CITY OF
NITRO: that Chapter two; Section Two; Subsection (a) of the
Code of the City of Nitro; 1976; as amended by adding thereto
a Subparagraph (1) to read as follows:

I

SALARY OF MAYOR AND CITY RECORDER
Commencing on the 1st day of July, 1976, the Mayor shall
receive a monthly salary of One Thousand One Hundred Fifty
Dollars ($1,150.00) per month and that in addition thereto
he shall be additionally compensated at the rate of Two
Hundred Twenty Five Dollars ($225.00) per month provided
that in addition to his duties as Mayor he is serving as
Municipal Judge and in the event the Mayor is not serving
as Municipal Judge, the said salary of Two Hundred Twenty
Five Dollars ($225.00) per month shall be paid to the person
appointed and serving as Municipal Judge.
Commencing on the 1st day of July, 1976, the City
Recorder shall receive a monthly salary in the sum of Eight
Hundred Seventy Five Dollars ($875.00) per month.

RECORDER

•
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept
the Ordinance as second reading, the motion was seconded by
Councilman Lilly and passed unanimously.
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO UNLICENSED VEHICLES PARKED ON
CITY STREETS:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the
Ordinance Committee stated the Ordinance Committee had met and
discussed this and were referring this matter for advice from
the City Attorney. City Attorney Armada said this is a situation
where the streets are public and parking could not be restricted.
It appears that a commercial establishment is using the street
for parking vehicles, which is a perfectly legitimate
operation, since they are putting dealer plates on the vehicles.
We cannot restrict parking to that extent. There is some
indication that we could pass a suggestion by passing an
ordinance restricting commercial parking on the street. We
would have to pass an ordinance restricting parking between
designated hours for every one on that street or another
alternative, not restricting hours but restricting areas.
It would have to be uniformly administered and it has to be
a uniform ordinance. We can draw up an ordinance but it is
not going to alleviate the problems that exist there or the
complaints that the people are lodging.

I
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Mayor Gibson asked if there was anyway of combating this problem.
City Attorney Armada said it was a policy decision that the
Street Committee will have to resolve as to restricting parking
during specific hours which would alleviate some of the problem,
and that would probably be the best alternative. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen stated that he would call a meeting of the
people in the area and send out an inquiry and in the inquiry
ask their feeling on this.
SPECIFICATION FOR BIDS ON BASKETBALL COURT: Councilman at
Large Tidquist, Chairman of the Recreation Committee ask that
Stephen Mullins, Recreation Director, comment on this subject.
Mr. Mullins stated he and Councilman at Large Tidquist felt
that a half size court would be sufficient, but if it is the
total picture of the recreation development of the City, then
we should go ahead and put out bids for a full court. The
Junior High size is 74 X 42 and High School size is 84 X 52.
Mr. Mullins felt that the Junior High size would be more than
sufficient. He further stated when the bids went out they
should ask for bids of half-size court as well as a full size
and then depending on availability of money, make a decision
of the size. Councilman at Large Priddy ask what the
approximate cost might be on the court. Mr. Mullins said he
did not know exactly but from other asphalt work, he felt it
would be approximately $3,000. for a full size court but that
may be a conservative figure. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion to advertise for the bids for a full size and half size
court and ask that the bids be returned by the next regular
Council Meeting. Council then could make a decision after
the bids were opened. They would also have the right to accept
or reject the bids at this time. Councilman Hill seconded the
motion, it was passed by all Councilmen except Councilmen Lilly
and Priddy, who were opposed.
Mayor Gibson proceeded by reading a letter of resignation
from Councilman Dave Hart, Councilman for the first ward for
the City of Nitro. Councilman Hart stated in his letter that
he had accepted employment in Washington, Pennsylvania. The
Mayor ask Council for their approval of Councilman Hart's
resignation. Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman Hart had been
a very dedicated, civic minded representative of the citizens of
his ward and there were many nice things that could be said
for Mr. Hart. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept Mr. Hart's resignation, the motion was seconded by
Councilman Lilly and passed unanimously.

1

Mayor Gibson then respectfully requested the appointment of
Mr. Ronald Ritchie, 232 Brookhaven Drive, to fill the unexpired
term of Mr. Dave Hart. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Ritchie
was recommended very highly by Mr. Hart. Mr. Ritchie has a
B.A. Degree from Otterbein College, Masters Degree from Rutgers
University, he is an Air Force Veteran and currently employed
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at Union Carbide Technical Center as Senior Employee
Relations Supervisor, Mayor Gibson entertained a motion
to appoint Mr. Ritchie to the Council for the City of Nitro.
Councilman Hill made a motion to accept the appointment, the
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. All
Council members voted in favor of the appointment with the
exception of Councilmen Lilly and Priddy, who were opposed.

—
,•
•

Mayor Gibson read a letter dated April 5, 1976, from Dr.
William Wallace, Crusade Chairman of American Cancer Society
applying for permission to enact its Education Funds Crusade
from door-to-door in the City of Nitro, from April 15 to May
15, 1976. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for the
permission to be given, the motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Tidquist and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated March 22, 1976, from
Nitro Community School over the signature of Marjorie Sales,
Advisory Council. Mayor Gibson stated that he would furnish
the Council members with photostatic copies of the information pertaining to this letter. He stated from all
indications that Nitro Community School was asking for a
donation of $800.00. This will be kept in Committee until
next Council Meeting.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated March 19, 1976, over
the signature of W. S. Ritchie, Jr., Commissioner, West Virginia
Department of Highways. The letter was in reference to the
maintenance of Kanawha County Route 35/1, 40th Street Road.
Commissioner Ritchie had been informed by Mr. Layman S. Smith,
District Engineer, that Route 35/1 is included in the 1976-77
Special Maintenance Program and they plan to repave, berm
and ditch 40th Street Road. Commissioner Ritchie further
stressed that the Special Maintenance Program is contigent
upon the Legislature appropriating the necessary funds for the
Department of Highways to support the requested 1976-77
budget and the project will be let to contract as soon as
funds are available. Mayor Gibson felt this letter was not
very encouraging, that it would probably be sometime before
the Legislature funded the money.

I

Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter from Lin Hill,
Regional Intergovernmental Council, in reference to the plans
for the Nitro Marina that is to be built on the landfill. The
letter stated that the City would receive a 507o grant to match
the City's ownership. Mayor Gibson stated that from all
correspondence, the Boat Marina for Nitro was very encouraging.
Mayor Gibson brought to the attention of Council, a landslide in Brookhaven. The Mayor's first knowledge of this
problem was March 29, when he received two calls. Mayor
Gibson introduced Mr. Libmann of Barrington Road. Mr. Libmann
is a resident of this area and directly involved with the
situation. Mr. Libmann stated the drainage system was in very
poor shape and seemed the main factor in the slip. He stated
further that he didn't know who built the streets or who was

I
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responsible for the upkeep on them. Councilman Casebolt ask
if the street had been turned over to the City of Nitro, and
from all knowledge and information available, it would appear
that Estell and Greenlee were still responsible for the streets
in this particular development. Councilman Casebolt further
stated the City has had similar problems of this nature in the
past and the City cannot do maintenance on streets that are
owned by a developer. Mayor Gibson stated that he had contact
with Mr. Greenlee on March 29. Mr. Greenlee came to the
Mayor's office a few days later and said he was going to Brookhaven himself. Mr. Greenlee also had a gentleman call Mr.
Williams, Superintendent of Public Works for the City of Nitro
and ask Mr. Williams to meet one of his representatives at the
slide on Monday, Mr. Williams did meet him there but the Mayor
has not had any response form Mr. Greenlee since the meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked to City Attorney Armada
and in the four years he has been Mayor that Estell and Greenlee
have not gone through any formality of giving the street to the
City. City Attorney Armada stated since the City had no responsibility in this matter that he would be glad to meet with Mr.
Libmann after Council Meeting and advise on what they should
do as a group because at this point there is nothing the City
can do.
Councilman Lilly suggested that the information be
documented and the City render any assistance possible. City
Attorney Armada advised Mr. Libmann to contact his own personal
attorney on this matter.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated April 1, 1976, from the
Law Firm of R. Brawley Tracy and Fred M. Frisk, Jr, in reference
to an agreement between the City of Nitro and Estell and
Greenlee, Inc. This in connection with an agreement the City
negotiated with Estell and Greenlee June 16, 1975. Mayor Gibson
stated that City Attorney Armada had an opportunity to review
this and he had recommended that it be kept in Committee until
the next regular Council Meeting. This is in reference to Estell
and Greenlee revising their map and adding three more lots.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that construction had started on the
traffic light at 40th Street and First Avenue in Nitro, the poles
are set and in addition to this traffic light being constructed, he
received a letter from the Nitro Chief of Police, dated March 26,
strongly recommending a traffic light at the Nitro - St. Albans
Bridge, on the Nitro side. The Chief of Police gave detailed
information that he had compiled on the number of accidents,
injuries and property damage. The Mayor sent the letter to
William S. Ritchie, Commissioner, West Virginia Department of
Highways strongly recommending they assist the City of Nitro in
correcting this hazardous traffic situation. Councilman Hill
said that several citizens had contacted him and questioned the
traffic light being installed at 40th Street, as to the provisions,
if any that have been made for the intersection adjacent or just
northwest of the traffic light. Mayor Gibson stated it had been
explained to him that they were going to put a median coming up
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river and make two lanes going down they intend to put an
extra lane coming out of Plant Road, so that traffic coming
out and wanting to turn right can do so.

I

Mayor Gibson introduced Doris Lemon in connection with
a problem some of the residents in the area of Blackwood
Street and Kanawha Avenue, South are having with an alley.
Mr. and Mrs. Casto and Mr. and Mrs. Bateman were also present
to discuss this. Mayor Gibson said this problem had been
brought up in 1973, when James E. Kessinger was City Attorney.
City Attorney Armada stated that he discussed this problem
with them briefly before Council Meeting, and this is an
alley that abuts their property but has never been used.it
appears to be an alley in name only. The property was subdivided by Carte Land Company and developed. There is an
individual now that wants to use the alley and the question
is the City's particular interest in the alley. City Attorney
Armada said that City Recorder Melton would have to examine the
past minutes to determine if in fact Carte Land Company
dedicated streets and alleys to the City, as to wheather or
not there is actually an alley there or just in name only.
A complete physical inspection or an actual dedication
could reveal this information. One alternative for the City
could be one of abandonment,but this decision would have to
be made by Council.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large
Tidquist stated there are some residents in the inner circle
of Sattes Circle wanting street lights for a dark area. Five
or six years ago there were no street lights in the inner
circle of this area and City Council recommended they be put
up. One property owner didn't want the pole put next to
his property because there would have to be a guy wire and it
would come back in his yard, since that time this property has
been sold and the other people would like to have a light in
this dark area. Councilman at Large Tidquist explained
where the other street lights were and that he would like the
Street Committee to look into this to see what action could be
taken. Councilman Lilly stated he believed when the request
for street lights had been turned over to Appalachian Power
Company they indicated that this street didn't have lights.
Councilman at Large Priddy said they will have the Street
Committee check on this situation.
COUNCILMAN LILLY:
COUNCILMAN HILL:

I

No reports
No reports

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PRIDDY:
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT:

No reports

No reports

No reports

RECORDER MELTON: Recorder Melton read a letter dated
March 31, 1976, addressed to Nitro City Council over the

I
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signature of Robert Hurley requesting a license for an office
at 11 Kanawha Avenue, this area is zoned for general residential
use. Council decided that Mr. Hurley should write a letter
to Mayor Gibson giving specific details of the business and in
turn Mayor Gibson would give the letter to the Zoning Board
for their consideration. Councilman Hill stated he had discussed
this matter with Mr. Dolin, one of the partners, and they were
wanting to start and establish a business. They would be working
out of a portable or back of a pick up-truck. They would like
to build up a business before moving to a permanent location.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to adjourn, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist and passed unanimously,

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 20, 1976

I

The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held
April 20, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. Those
present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy, Councilman Ronald Ritchie, Councilman Thomas Lilly
and Councilman Paul Hill. Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist
and Councilman Vernon Casebolt were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D.
Gibson. Invocation was given by the Reverend Wilbur Turner of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to congratulate
Ronald Ritchie on being appointed Councilman of Ward I to
fulfill the unexpired term of David Hart.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 6, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that the minutes of the previous meeting had
been sent to all councilmen for their review. Councilman Lilly
made a motion for approval of the minutes. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by
un an imous vo t e.

I

APPROVAL OF MARCH, 1976, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Tom
Melton City Recorder,reported that the financial statement
had been mailed to all councilmen. The statement shows a
balance of $1,888.56 in the general fund checking account and
$43,409.86 in investment savings account. Recorder Melton
made a motion for approval of the financial statement. Councilmen
Allen, Hill, Ritchie and Recorder Melton voted in favor of
approval. Councilmen Lilly and Priddy opposed. The motion
carried.
BIDS FOR BASKETBALL PLAYGROUND: Mayor Gibson reported that
bids for the basketball playground would be opened at council
meeting on May 4, 1976. The additional time was needed for
sufficient advertising as prescribed by law.
ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHT IN SATTES CIRCLE: Councilman at
Large Priddy reported that he had checked on this, and this
additional light had already been included in the report sent
to Appalachian Power Company.
NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

I

Mayor Gibson reported that the city attorney, Mr. Frank
Armada, had been working with the attorney for Estill & Greenlee
in an effort to determine responsibility for fixing the slip on
Barrington Road. He stated that Mr. Armada feels that the City
of Nitro is not liable since Estill & Greenlee have never
dedicated the streets to the City of Nitro. However, Mr. Armada
does feel that the city is morally obligated to assist the
citizens in this area since Estill & Greenlee do have a working
arrangement with the city and do contribute money into an

escrow account to help alleviate the storm drain problems in
the Brookhaven area. Also, the Mayor stated that Mr. Armada
is working on an agreement which he feels will be fair and just
to all concerned. The agreement would be drawn up and approved
by both attorneys, and would stipulate that the city would
furnish the labor to repair the slippage and Estill & Greenlee
would furnish all materials needed. A discussion followed
between the councilmen and the delegation of gentlemen from
the Brookhaven area concerning the probable causes, and possible
repairs to the damaged road. The Mayor reported that Mr. Hayne
and Mr. Warner of Appalachian Engineers had also inspected the
site, but have not given any cost estimates on the job yet.
Councilman Lilly said he thought we should get the cost estimates
from the engineering firm, and possibly call a special meeting
to discuss it. Councilman at Large Allen suggested having the
contract written and bring it before council for approval. The
possibility of the road getting worse in the event of rain was
also discussed, and the need to do some drainage work or temporary
repairs immediately.
Councilman Paul Hill made a motion that we authorize city
employees to make temporary repairs, such as installing a drain
pipe, etc., while the agreement for the permanent repairs is
being worked out. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen. The vote of approval was unanimous. Councilman
at Large Allen added that he thought this was a wise thing to do
until the engineering firm can present cost estimates and an
agreement can be reached.

I
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Mayor Gibson reported that several months work had gone
into the plans for up-grading the fire hydrants in the city.
He read a letter from Fire Chief Kenneth King which gave the
recommendations of the Insurance Service of West Virginia Rating
Bureau as hydrants 400 ft. apart in the business and more
populace areas, and 800 feet apart in the residential or less
populace areas. Another letter read by the Mayor was from the
Fire Chief to the West Virginia Water Company itemizing the
proposed hydrants. On April 1, 1976, Fire Chief King and a
representative of the water company again toured the areas of
the proposed hydrants, and the city hopes to have the cost on
the installation of these in the very near future.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
signed by Mr. Robert Y. Hayne, concerning the storm drain
extension from 40th Street to Armour Creek. He also passed
the drawing on this proposed extension for councilmen to examine.
Mr. Hayne stated that a right-of-way across some private property
would be needed for the installation. Councilman at Large Allen
made a motion that the city attorney be asked to obtain easements
or right-of-way for this installation. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Ritchie and passed by unanimous vote.

I
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The Mayor read parts of a letter from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, Pittsburgh Area Office, confirming
the allocation of $106,000 grant to the City of Nitro of Block
Grant Funds. Of this $106,000, $20,000 is allocated for a housing
inspection program, $80,000 for storm drains, and $6,000 for
administrative costs. A special account has been opened in the
Bank of Nitro to handle these funds. The Mayor also read a letter
from Mr. Robert Y. Hayne addressed to the Department of Housing &
Urban Development in which he had forwarded the following required
items:
1. HUD Form 7082 with standard contract
provisions
2.

SF 1194-101 (Signature Card)

3.

HUD-274 (Designation of Depository)

4.

Certification of specimen signature

Copies of both letters have been given to all councilmen for
review.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that copies had been given to the
councilmen of the Storm Sewer Improvement Environmental
Assessment - Funding CD Block Grant, which had been prepared
by Appalachian Engineers. Listed in the Environmental Assessment are the following projects:
1.

Brookhaven Storm Sewer Project

2.

Ivy Street Storm Sewer

3.

River Avenue Storm Sewer

4.

Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer

5.

Old County Road Storm Sewer

The Mayor stated that one area of storm drains had been repaired
last fall in the Brookhaven area, and preliminary engineering
work has been done at two other locations. Other tentative
plans include the funding allocation for each project and the
construction schedule as follows:
Brookhaven #2

I

$27,000

Ivy Street

28,000

Kanawha Avenue

12,000

River Avenue

6,500

Old County Road

6,500
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Construction Schedule
Plans and Specifications

May 10, 1976

Advertise for bids

May 11, 1976

Receive Bids

May 25, 1976

Award Contracts

June 22, 1976

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the Ordinance Committee has been
working on a subdivision ordinance for the City of Nitro. He
said the ordinance could possibly be ready to have the first
reading by the next council meeting.
Mr. William Fortune reported that plans for the Golden
Oldies Car Show are in good shape. He said they are expecting
approximately 400 cars, and at least 15 states will be represented.
This will bring quite a few out of state visitors to Nitro. Mr.
Fortune also stated that City Park is in good condition for the
show.
Mayor Gibson read a letter addressed to Mr. Layman Smith,
District Engineer, West Virginia Department of Highways, from
Mr. Robert Y. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers. Mr. Hayne was
asking what the Department of Highways intended to do about the
drainage problem off Route 25 near the Weathertite Corporation
building. The Department of Highways had opened a hole on the
shoulder of Route 25 in an attempt to locate the cross drain,
but nothing further has been done.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mrs. Marjorie Sales of
the Community School Advisory Council in which she stated that
Community School expenses are approximately $800.00 more than
the tuition charges for classes.
Another letter read was from Mr. Jerry Barker of 806 Kanawha
Avenue, Nitro, West Virginia, asking for a license to be issued
for a rubber stamp manufacturing business to be operated from
his home. It was agreed this should be turned over to the zoning
appeals board.
Mayor Gibson stated that with the help of the West Virginia
State Fire Marshall's office, he hoped to declare war on
delapidated buildings in the City of Nitro. He passed out
copies of an order from the Fire Marshall's office for the
removal of a delapidated building at 1122 First Avenue. Recently
passed legislation gives the Fire Marshall's office more
authority in matters such as this.
A letter from Mr. John L. Fennessey, Crossgates, Inc.,
McMurray, Pennsylvania, was passed out to the councilmen. Mr.
Fennessey stated that he was very interested in pursuing the
opportunity of constructing elderly housing in Nitro. Mayor
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Gibson stated that this same company is in the process of
entering into a construction agreement with the City of St.
Albans to build over one hundred units there.
Mayor Gibson reported that the sewer construction in
Riverdale Acres and 40th Street areas is approximately 757o
completed, and the sewage treatment plant is on schedule.
The Mayor reported that all of the legal work has been
completed on the deed for the American Legion Building, and all
that is needed now is the signature of the trustees.
TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER: Mr. Melton stated that every
year on the third Tuesday in April the city must lay the levy.
This is to give an opportunity to hear any objections to the levy
rates. The rates are the same as when the budget was passed for
the fiscal year. Mr. Melton made a motion that the levy be
passed and sent to the State Tax Department. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by
unanimous vote.

I

Mr. Melton stated that the Revenue Sharing Budget needed
to be passed and sent to the State Tax Department. The
estimated receipts which he presented to council was for 1/2
year, which would be from July 1, 1976, to December 31, 1976,
in the amount of $71,979.50. This same figure will need to be
passed again in June. Mr. Melton made a motion for approval.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and
passed by unanimous vote. The categories and amounts are as
follows :
Public Safety
Police Department
$8,436.34
Fire Department
Environmental Protection

13,604.66

Health
Crematory & Garbage

22,654.00

Recreation
Parks & Playgrounds

23,984.50

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KEITH PRIDDY :

No reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN:

I

No reports.

Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to report on the
vacant land near the Weathertite building that is owned by
the Sattes heirs. He said he has spoken with Mrs. Harvey
and Mrs. Bacon, two of the heirs, and has also sent them a
letter outlining in detail the health hazards of the swampy
area and giving them 10 days to take care of the problem.
Mrs. Bacon had replied by letter stalling that the Department
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of Highways was guilty of installing a faulty or mal-functioning
drain. Mr. Armada, city attorney, feels that the city should
have the engineering firm document this from an engineering
standpoint whether the Department of Highways did indeed install
a faulty drain before any further pressure is brought about the
area being cleared. The Mayor said the engineering firm is
checking this out and will send a written report on it in the
very near future.
COUNCILMAN RONALD RITCHIE:

I

No reports.

COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: Councilman Hill stated that he has
received a lot of complaints about the berm along the road leading
to the dam at Ridenour Memorial Park. He feel that this is very
dangerous and he would like to see something done.
The Mayor stated that the Department of Highways had repaired
one side of the road but did nothing to the other, and that he
would get in touch with them to see if they would come back and
finish the job.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY:

No reports.

Councilman Lilly made a motion for adjournment.
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen.

The motion

I
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Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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May 4, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held May 4,
1976, at 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. Those present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman
at Large Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Ronald Ritchie, Councilman
Thomas Lilly, Councilman Vernon Casebolt and Councilman Paul Hill.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor William D. Gibson
and the invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 20. 1976, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated that the minutes of the previous meeting had
been sent to all councilmen for their review. Councilman Lilly
made a motion for approval of the minutes. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed by
unanimous vote.
FINANCIAL REPORT^FOR APRIL, 1976: Mr. Tom Melton, Recorder
and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the following report:

I

Balance April 1, 1976
Receipts for month of April
Disbursements for April
Balance in checking
April 30, 1976
Balance in Savings
BIDS OPENED ON BASKETBALL COURT:
bids were as follows:
Description

I

1,888.56
69,403.60
48,523.39
22,768.77
43,409.86
The tabulation of the

W.VA.Black Rock

Orders & Haynes

74' X 42' play area
8" Aggregate Base

4,900.00

3,200.00

37' X 21' play area
8" aggregate base

2,900.00

1,550.00

74' X 42' play area
4" coated aggregate

4,300.00

3,200.00

37' X 21' play area
4" coated aggregate

2,300.00

1,550.00

Councilman Casebolt asked which type of surface Mr. Warner thought
would be best. Mr. Warner replied that he felt the coated
aggregate, or black base, would be better. Councilman at Large
Tidquist asked if these quotations include the backboards and
striping. He was told no by Mr. Warner who further stated that
the Mayor felt that the backboards and striping could be installed
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cheaper using city labor, rather than advertising this for bids.
Councilman Hill made a motion for accepting the bid from Orders &
Haynes for the small size court. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt. Councilman Casebolt asked why not go for
a full court instead of the small size. It was also asked if
the asphalt play area would have to be moved in the event the
maintenance garage would be built in the area. Mr. Danny Warner
of Appalachian Engineers stated that this would be located in the
area set aside for playground in the total plans for the area. The
motion by Councilman Hill and the second by Councilman Casebolt
were withdrawn. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the city
accept the bid for the full size court. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Ritchie. Councilman Priddy asked how this would
fit in with the original plan of the garage. Mr. Warner replied
that at the first public meeting on the original plan there had
been quite a bit of opposition from residents, so this was the
reason for approving the alternate site. He added that as far
as we know, that site will never be considered again for a
maintenance garage. Councilman Casebolt added that should the
maintenance garage be built on the alternate site, it would not
take the play area. Other points brought up T>y
Councilman at Large Priddy for discussion were the fact that the
basketball court was originally planned with volunteer labor and
is now becoming an expensive item; parking facilities for the
play area; lights; supervision and insurance. Councilman at Large
Tidquist asked if the Finance Committee had determined if funds
were available for this. Mr. Melton replied that it would have
to be paid for either with accrued interest on savings, or from
the recreation budget. The vote on the motion for accepting the
bid on a full size court from Orders & Haynes was Councilmen
Tidquist, Hill, Ritchie, Allen and Casebolt and Recorder Melton
voting for approval. Councilmen Priddy and Lilly opposed. The
motion carried.

I

I

SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
reported that the city attorney advised delaying this at this
time until he has had an opportunity to study the matter and
possibly rewrite portions of the ordinance which would not be
applicable to Nitro.
ENGINEERING REPORT ON ROAD SLIPPAGE IN BROOKHAVEN: The
Mayor read two letters from Mr. Robert Y. Hayne of Appalachian
Engineers concerning the condition and repairs to Harrington
Road in Brookhaven. The first letter dated April 22, 1976, stated
that it is difficult to determine the cause of the slip other than
to assume that the slip is due to improper filling operations on a
potential slide area during the original construction. Mr. Hayne
also stated that the matter of responsibility for correction of
the slide should be determined by Mr. Armada and the attorney for
the developer. In the second letter Mr. Hayne listed the following
as a preliminary cost estimate:
Remove slide - 2000 CY @ $2.50
Compacted earthfill - 2000 CY @ $6.00

5,000.00
12,000.00
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Remove Concrete Street - 20 CY @ $50.00

1,000.00

Replace concrete street - 100 sq.yd. @$25.00

2,500.00

Replace catch basin - 2 ea. @ $750.00

1,500.00

12" Storm Drain - 100 LF @ $20.00
Sub Total

2,000.00
24,000.00

Engineering & Design @ 15%

3,600.00

Contingencies @ 25%

6,000.00

Total Estimated Cost

33,600.00

Mr. Armada feels that this should be held until the responsibility
is determined. Councilman Ritchie asked if the cost estimate was
based on the work being contracted through bids. Mr. Warner
said yes. Councilman Ritchie added that if the work was done
with city employees, the cost would go down considerably.
CERTIFICATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MUNICIPAL ELECTION: Mr.
Tom Melton, City Recorder, presented the petitions for the
following candidates for office in the Municipal Election to
be held June 1, 1976:
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Mayor
William D. Gibson
1302 Valentine Circle
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
202 Kanawha Avenue
Thomas B. Lilly
1504 Fenton Circle
Recorder
Tom "Bucky" Melton
2819 28th Street
Council at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen
2177 21st Street
Donald G. Karnes
101 Holly Street

I

Mel Pennington
104 Beech Street
Keith E. Priddy
1527 West 15th Street

306
Councilman - First Ward
B. I. Bailey
217 Brookhaven Drive
Dewey M. King
2438 Third Avenue

I

Ronald Ritchie
232 Brookhaven Drive
Cleo F. Smith
4005 40th Street
Councilman - Second Ward
Homer L. Thomas, Jr.
1934 19th Street
Councilman - Third Ward
Dean Miller
2 Smith Street
Elmer H. Rhodes
1439 Park Avenue
Councilman - Fourth Ward
Gus C. Bailey
101 Blackwood Avenue

I

Councilman Casebolt made a motion that all candidates be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and
passed by unanimous vote.
NEW BUSINESS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Kenneth M. Dunn Company
addressed to Appalachian Engineers, Inc., regarding City of Nitro
Contract No. 1. In the letter Mr. Alan L. Shreve, Area Superintendent, listed streets which he felt the City of Nitro would
want to consider for complete paving when the contractor does
the ditch line paving. The list, which follows, shows the amount
of paving required of the Kenneth M. Dunn Company and the amount
of square feet to be paved by the City.
K.M.D.
Total St.
City
Street
Sq. Ft.
Sq. Ft.
Sq. Ft.
Cleveland
2,660
5 , 4 0 0 2 , 7 4 0
Kanawha Ave.So. 1,328
3,600
2,272
Hickory Rd.
5,146
16,428
11,282
31st St.
3,068
19,950
16,882
Easter Road
2,596
13,068
10,472
40th Street
2,160
6,480
4,320
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Mr. Danny Warner of Appalachian Engineers stated that in the
near future the contractor would like to start the final
paving restoration. The contractor had brought it to his
attention that the city might want to consider working with them
to completely pave some of the streets which are badly in need
of paving. Mr. Warner stated that he thought the City might
want to get the feeling of some of the residents on this by
calling for a public meeting. The Mayor said he thought this
would be a pretty good opportunity for some of the property
owners. However, Mr. Warner stated that if the residents on any
particular street did not want to participate in this complete
street repaving proposal, then the contractor would proceed with
paving obligations as set forth in the Contract #1 sewer line
specifications. Mr. Warner further explained that by compliance
with the specifications the street surfacing would equal or
exceed pavement conditions prior to construction.
A reference was made to 40th Street being on the list. The
Mayor said he feels that 40th Street will probably be paved by
the State Department of Highways within the next thirty days. He
has been assured that the traffic light at 40th Street will be
in operation soon, possibly by June 1, and the paving on 40th
Street should be finished about the same time. Mayor Gibson
stated that he thought each person on the streets considered for
paving should be notified by letter of the time specified for the
public meeting, and that he would like to have a representative
from the contracting firm and Appalachian Engineers present for
the meeting. It was also suggested public meetings be held in
different areas instead of trying to have one large meeting for
everyone. Councilman Ritchie asked if it would be possible to
give an approximate cost for the property owners. Mr. Warner
replied that the larger amount of paving would make the cost per
square yard less, so it would be impossible to quote the price
at present. The contractor would have to get additional cost
estimates for the additional paving. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen said he thought we should go ahead with the meetings as
soon as possible. The Mayor said if there were no objections he
would proceed with this.
Mayor Gibson stated that a letter of credit had been received
on the $106,000 Block Grant allocation. The plans and specifications
for the Brookhaven #2 Storm Drain project will be ready to advertise
for bids by May 11. The schedule calls for advertising for bids
on May 11, receiving bids by May 25 and awarding bids June 22, 1976.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that this schedule
be followed. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt
and passed by unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson announced that he had received the deed to
the Nitro Community Center, previously known as the American
Legion Building. Signatures of Mr. T. R. Boch, Mr. Shelton
Brewer and Mr. Golden T. Jones, trustees of the American Legion,
are needed to finalize the deed. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made
a motion that the Mayor proceed with obtaining the needed
signatures for the deed. The motion was seconded by Councilman

"at Large Tidquist.

The vote of approval was unanimous.

Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to appoint
Councilman Ronald Ritchie to replace David Hart as Nitre's
representative on the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation
Authority. Councilman Vernon Casebolt made a motion that
this appointment be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hill. All voted in favor except Councilman
Ritchie who abstained.
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Mayor Gibson said he had received a telephone call from
a firm called Crossgates, Inc., who build housing units for the
elderly, and their representative has been in Nitro checking
for suitable building sites.
The Mayor read a letter from Mr. Joe Philpott, Twin City
Communications Club, asking permission to solicit in Nitro
for prizes to be awarded at the spring festival of the club.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion that permission be given.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill and approved by
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Stephen Mullins,
Recreation Director, submitting his resignation as of
May 26, 1976. Councilman Lilly said he thought a letter
should be written to Mr. Mullins recording the facts about
what he has accomplished while here. He said he feels that
Mr. Mullins has done an outstanding job, and everyone hates
to see him leave, but he has accepted other employment.
Councilman Lilly made a motion that the resignation be
accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and
passed by unanimous vote.
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The Mayor read a letter from the West Virginia Department
of Highways concerning the problem with traffic at the
intersection of West Virginia 25 and Center Street near the
Nitro-St. Albans Bridge. Mr. Joseph S. Jones, State Highway
Engineer, stated that he had requested a traffic study in the
area and will prepare a report of their findings.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had met with Lyle Sattes
concerning the swampy area along Hillside Drive, and that
they hope to start filling the area this week. They have
requested that the city help supervise to see that it will
properly drain.
The Mayor stated that he had given the councilmen a copy
of a letter from Mr. D. K. Carr, Operations Manager, West
Virginia Water Company, addressed to Mr. Kenneth K. King,
Fire Chief, regarding the cost estimate for the installation
of additional fire hydrants in the City of Nitro. Following is
a list of the proposed hydrants and the estimated cost of each:
1.
2.
3.

First Avenue at 4114 (One Hydrant)
40th St. Rd. every 800 ft. from Easter Rd.
to State Route #62 (6)
Harrington and Brentwood Rd. (one Hydrant)

1,160.00
*
*

I
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4.
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
9A.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16,
17,

I

Norwood Road, 800 ' from existing hydrant and
an additional hydrant at 800 ft. intervals (2)
*
Third Ave. 800 ft. from hydrant at 31st St. &
Second Ave. toward Pine Grove Add.
980.00
Third Ave. 800 ft. from hydrant at 21st St. &
Third Ave. West
960.00
18th St. and First Ave. (One Hydrant)
1,530.00
Penwood Ave. 800 ft. from Short St.
*
15th St. West & Park Ave. (one Hydrant)
1,570.00
Park Ave. & llth St., W. (one hydrant)
1,580.00
Broadway Ave. & Boundary St. (One Hydrant)
1,030.00
800 ft. north of hydrant at Lock St. &
Main Ave. (one hydrant)
1,080.00
Kanawha Ave. & Dogwood St. (one hydrant)
(233' of 6" and 391' of 8" water main etc.)
8,500.00
Kapok St. & First Ave.,So. (133' of 6" main
and one hydrant)
2,450.00
Deleted
So. Kanawha Ave. 800 ft. from north end
800 ft. east of fire hydrant at 1100 First
Ave. So., (850 ' of 6" water main and
one hydrant)
8,300.00
800 ft. east of fire hydrant at Walker
and Benamati Sts. toward Valentine Circle
(one hydrant)
1,200.00
Move fire hydrant on llth St., W. to curb of
street (see Item #9)
Deleted
Estimated cost total
30,340.00
*Items 2, 3, 4, & 8 above have not been estimated
at this time and are not included in the total cost
due to the fact that these particular installations
require additional engineering study. We will
submit to you our estimated costs for said items
at a later date.
Items #14 and #17 were deleted at your request to our
Mr. Harry Curtis, Distribution Supervisor, Nitro Area.
The approximate cost of replacing an existing two (2)
way fire hydrant with a new three (3) way hydrant
(2 - 2%" nozzles and 1 - 4" pumper nozzle outlet)
is $1,000.00 each.

Mayor Gibson said he felt this should be given to the Fire
Department Committee and the Finance Committee for study and they
can report back on what can be done. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that he would like for the Fire Department to
designate what areas are Priority I and Priority II, so we could
have something to work with.
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist:

I

Councilman Thomas Lilly:
Councilman Paul Hill:

No reports.

No reports.

No reports.

Councilman Ronald Ritchie:

No reports.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:

No reports.

Councilman Vernon Casebolt: Councilman Casebolt asked
how soon the work could be started on the basketball court.
The Mayor replied that it would be as soon as the contractor
could get to it.

I

Recorder Tom Melton: Recorder Melton gave Councilman
a list of proposed poll workers for the city election to be
held on June 1, 1976. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that
the workers be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hill and passed by unanimous vote. Councilman at Large Keith
Priddy asked about alternate workers. Mr. Melton said there
should be one alternate for each precinct. The following
people were approved as workers:
Precinct 364
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

Nitro High School
Joan Stephens, 111 Brookhaven Dr. 776-2822
Valieda McClanahan 71 N. 21st St. 755-2452
Garnet Galloway, 2 Blake Rd. 755-2482
Tillie Mynes, 2158 21st St. 755-2651
Charmagne Mazzei, 1 Barrington Rd. 776-3125

Precinct 365
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

Nitro Elementary School
Reba Mathes, 1612 16th St. 755-2633
Velma Kinder, 1816 18th St. 755-3123
Viola Ragle, 1619 16th St., 755-2669
Isabelle Hudnall, 1522 15th St. 755-3422
Marguarite Grover, 1409 14th St. 755-2620

Precinct 366
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

Moose Club
Myrtle Adkins, 1113 llth St., 755-1319
Jessie Raynes, 1123 llth St., 755-3525
Ruth Carpenter, 1022 10th St., 755-2430
Mrs. Ellis Finch, 1018 10th St., 755-5505
Audry Deeter 722 7th St., 755-5406

Precinct 367
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

Baker Elementary School Multi-Purpose Rm.
Golda Roark, 1332 W. 13th St. 755-1343
Elsie Simmons, 305 Kan. Ave., 755-3776
Carolyn Luker, 1319 W.13th St., 755-2432
Ruby Hustead, 2 Main Ave., 755-4217
Janice Amburgey, 1426 W.14th St. 755-3870

Precinct 368
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commis s ioner
Commissioner

I.A.M. Union Hall 801 Main Avenue
Lucille Callihan, 102 Juniper St. 755-3578
Nell Carney, 801 Dupont Ave. 755-4617
Marjorie Hudnall, 103 Juniper St.,755-4526
Bonnie Jones, 200 Juniper St. 755-3658
Iris Miles, 708 Main Ave., 755-4417

Precinct 369
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commissioner
Commis s ioner

West Sattes Elem. School East End of School
Ruth Phalen, 1372 Valentine Circle 727-5829
Reba Lewis, 1343 Valentine Cr. 727-3555
Evelyn Sheperd, 210 Lee St., 722-3203
Mrs. John Shiflett, 1307 First Ave. 727-8688
Wanda Smith, 203 Walker St., 727-7801
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Precinct 370
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commissioner
Commis s ioner

Jim Walter Homes 606 First Ave.
Ollie Hancock, 711 Kan.Ave. So. 727-3792
Vesta Arman, 707 Kan. Ave.,So. 727-0796
Sue Goodwin, 103 Cleveland Ave. 727-3780
Rita Shahan, 706 Kan. Ave. 727-0384
Amy Yates, 712 Michigan Ave. 727-1270

Precinct 22
Clerk
Clerk
Supply Commissioner
Commis s ioner
Commissioner

Nitro-Putnam Elementary School
Mrs. Roland Carroll, 3818 38th St. 755-1198
Hazel Townsend, 4122 Third Ave. 755-2213
Bertha French, 4060 40th St. 755-3158
Stella O'Gorman, 3802 38th St., 755-3432
Florence Mollohan, 3813 38th St. 755-4553

Mr. Melton said that he had given everyone a copy of
House Bill 815 referring to compensation for police and fire
department personnel who are required to work on holidays.
This has been given to Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, for study.
A motion for adjournment was made by Councilman Casebolt.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. The
motion carried.

I
Mayor

I

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

May 18, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held
May 18, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. Those present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy,
Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Ronald Ritchie,
Councilman Thomas Lilly, Councilman Vernon Casebolt and Councilman
Paul Hill.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MAY 4, 1976, MEETING: Mayor Gibson
stated that the minutes of the previous meeting had been sent to
all councilmen for their review. Councilman Vernon Casebolt
made a motion for approval of the minutes. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Ronald Ritchie and passed by unanimous
vote.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL, 1976, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City Recorder
Tom Melton reported that the financial statement had been mailed
to all councilmen, and that the balance in the general fund
checking account was $22,768.77 and the balance in the general
fund investment savings account was $43,409.86 as of April 30,
1976. Mr. Melton made a motion for approval of the financial
statement. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt.
Councilman Priddy asked about Line Item #61 - Contingent fund why the amount was so high for the month. Mr. Melton explained
that he had paid for repairs to two trucks that had been damaged
in minor accidents in the approximate amount of $1,700.00. Money
had been received from insurance companies to cover most of this
and was deposited in the general fund under "Miscellaneous". The
vote on approval of the financial statement was: Councilmen
Tidquist, Hill, Ritchie, Allen, Casebolt and Recorder Melton in
favor, with Councilmen Lilly and Priddy opposed. The motion carried.
Councilman Casebolt asked permission to ask a question. He
asked Councilman Priddy why he has been voting against the
financial statement for the past two years. Councilman Priddy
replied that if he did not agree with some of the expenditures
on a financial statement he would vote against it. When asked
what expenditures he did not feel were right, he replied that
he felt the salary paid to the police chief was not in the budget
and that was his reason for voting against this particular
financial statement. Councilman Casebolt said that Council had
voted to hire the Chief, and that a salary had always been paid
to the Police Chief. Councilman Priddy did not say why he had
voted against the financial statement for the previous month.
Mayor Gibson asked for another vote on the financial statement.
The vote was the same as before.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Kanawha Valley Astronomical
Society, signed by Mr. Nelson M. Richardson, President, in which
they asked permission to have some of their monthly meetings at
Ridenour Park. Also in the letter they suggest the possibility of
constructing a small observatory, at the Astronomy Club's expense,
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at Ridenour Park. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the
club be permitted to have their meetings at the park, and that
the matter of the small observatory be checked out with the Soil
Conservation Commission to see if this is permissible before
a decision is made on this. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Lilly and passed by unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to have council
approval of two Ballot Commissioners, Mrs. Viola Ragle of 1619
16th Street and Mrs. Velma Kinder of 1816 18th Street.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that these be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt
and approved by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Union Boiler Company
regarding the purchase of land owned by the West Virginia Water
Company. The Mayor also presented two maps showing proposals
for the city to acquire a portion of this land with a building
suitable for a maintenance garage for the price of $100,000.00.
The letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof. Mayor
Gibson stated that Union Boiler Company is willing to buy the
land from the West Virginia Water Company for $200,000.00 and
is offering the city the two proposals from which to make a
choice for $100,000.00. The first proposal is a strip of land
180 feet wide along the Kanawha River, extending all the way
to Plant Road. The second proposal is for approximately seven
acres facing on Viscose Road. The brick building located on
the property, which can be used as a garage, will need larger
openings cut for entrance of trucks. Union Boiler Company has
offered to furnish the equipment for this with the City
furnishing the labor. After some discussion, Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that the city purchase this land from
Union Boiler Company (Proposal No. 2 - the seven acres facing
Viscose Road). The motion was seconded by Councilman Hill
and approved by unanimous vote. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
said he would like for the Mayor to write Mr. McDavid of
Union Boiler Company and thank him for what he is doing for
the city.
The Mayor read a letter from Mr. Harold W. Beemer, Chief,
Engineering Division, Department of the Army, Huntington District
Corps of Engineers, Huntington, West Virginia, regarding the
development of the boat marina and recreation complex at the
Smith Street landfill. The Mayor explained that the land would
be appraised and the appraisal would be used as the city's share
of the matching funds for the development. The letter requested
a response by May 28, 1976. Councilman Casebolt said this would
save the city a tremendous amount of money in the development
of this site for recreation. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
if there would be a percentage of matching funds after the City
reached the total of land valuation. Mayor Gibson replied that
development above the cost of the land would be the City's
responsibility. Councilman Casebolt made a motion that the
Corps of Engineers be notified to move forward with the appraisal,
Councilman Lilly asked if we have the appraisal are we
committed to completing the project. He also asked about the
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feasibility study of a cost of maintaining the facility.
Councilman Casebolt said he felt the marina might pay for itself
with the docks, gasoline sales, etc. Councilman Hill seconded
the motion for the appraisal. The vote of approval was unanimous.
Copies of the letter and drawings are attached hereto and made
a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson said he has had several citizens and some of
the councilmen suggest that the city should have "Open House" and
allow the citizens of Nitro to come in and see the improvements
that have been made inside City Hall. He stated that all the
present administration had been involved in the improvements
and he felt now would be a good time to have "Open House". This
is scheduled from 1 - 5 P.M. Saturday, May 22, 1976. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen said he thought it was a good idea, especially
since three of the council members are not running for re-election
and this would show some appreciation to them. Councilman Lilly
said he thought it was a good idea, but he would like to see it
some other time besides this Saturday. Councilman at Large Priddy
said he had to work on Saturday. Councilman Casebolt made a
motion that the "Open House" be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. The vote was: Councilmen
Tidquist, Hill, Ritchie, Allen, Casebolt and Recorder Melton in
favor of approval. Councilmen Lilly and Priddy opposed.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. William M. Kelly, Jr. ,
asking permission to solicit in Nitro for the Soap Box Derby
Fund. Councilman Thomas Lilly made a motion for approval. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casebolt and approved by
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr. ,
concerning the traffic problem at the intersection of Route 25
and Center Street. Governor Moore stated that he felt sure a
prompt response from Commissioner Ritchie would be received.
The Mayor said he had been swamped with inquiries about
when the city would plan another outing for the senior citizens.
After talking with them, Thursday, May 27, 1976, was chosen for
a picnic at Ridenour Memorial Park. The Mayor stated that all
councilmen were invited to take part. Councilman Paul Hill
made a motion that the picnic be held. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Casebolt. All voted in favor except Councilmen
Lilly and Priddy who opposed.
Mayor Gibson reminded Council that the next regular council
meeting would fall on the day of the city election. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that the meeting be moved to June 8, 1976.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Lilly and approved by
unanimous vote.
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RECORDER TOM MELTON:

No new business.

COUNCILMAN VERNON CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt stated that
he had received a list from the Fire Chief giving the priority
for fire hydrants proposed by the West Virginia Water Company.
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He said he would like for the Finance Committee to study this.
He added they may need to get in touch with the Water Company
because an engineering report has not been received on No. 3,
4, and 5. Also, No. 2 location has been changed from Dogwood
and Kanawha Avenue to Dogwood and Washington Avenue. Councilman
Ritchie asked how soon we may expect the engineering report on
Nos. 3, 4, and 5. Councilman Casebolt said he did not know.
Councilman Lilly asked about the reason for the deletion of the
fire hydrant on Kanawha Avenue South. Councilman Casebolt said
he would have to check on this.
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Councilman Casebolt asked about the status of the lights
at Ridenour Memorial Park. The Mayor said he would check on
this. Appalachian Power Company has agreed to install the lights.
Councilman Casebolt said he has reported before about
complaints along Third Avenue where the West Virginia Water Company
pumps water that runs down the hill and through the 12" storm
drain at Third Avenue. He stated that in places the drain has
been washed out and the water is damaging property. He asked that
this be checked.
Councilman Casebolt asked if the stop light at 40th Street
is still on schedule. The Mayor replied that as far as he knows
this is on schedule.
Councilman Casebolt said he had received a copy of a letter
addressed to the Mayor from Bill Javins, President of the Nitro
Business and Professional Association. He said he thought the
letter was in very poor taste and that he was offended.
Councilman Casebolt said the area the business men wanted paved
does not belong to the city. Councilman Casebolt also said he
did not believe the business men were making any effort to pave
the parking area, except the owner of the Dairy Queen, who has
paved areas for his customers to use. Councilman Casebolt noted
from the minutes of the Business Association meeting that they
had spent $1,500.00 for lights. He suggested this could possibly
have been used for paving. Councilman Paul Hill asked if the
city does not have in the planning stage, plans for paving its
portion of the property along the Penn Central track. The Mayor
read that it is included in our Block Grant application. Councilman
Casebolt added that Council was told the Business Association would
be in touch with the Department of Highways about getting them to
pave their portion of the property, and so far we have seen
nothing in their minutes about this being done.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PRIDDY:

I

No reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Allen stated that he, too, resented the letter from the Business
Association. Councilman at Large Allen stated that he would
like to warn the senior citizens to call City Hall and check on
contractors who approach them with cheap prices for roofing,
electrical work, or other repairs. Councilman Ritchie said
the picnic on May 27 would be a good time to do this.
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The Mayor stated that he has had complaints about the young
people riding bicycles on the sidewalk in the business area. He
said there is an ordinance against riding bicycles on the sidewalk
and he would like to request that parents ask their children not
to ride on sidewalks.
Mayor Gibson said he has had some inquiries about whether or
not the contractor on the sewer lines will pave the areas of the
streets where the sewer lines are being installed. He wanted to
assure citizens that the streets will be returned to an equal or
better condition.
COUNCILMAN RONALD RITCHIE: Councilman Ritchie said at last
council meeting it had been discussed about the possibility of
completely paving some of the streets in connection with the
paving of the sewer line and about possibly having public
meetings to see if the citizens were willing to absorb the additional expense. He wanted to know if anything further had
developed on this. Mayor Gibson replied that Mr. Hayne had
advised against rushing into this. He felt the City should
wait until the Federal Government has completed the final
inspections of the sewer lines. Any negotiations completed now
might have to be changed in some areas.
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Councilman Ritchie asked what progress had been made with
the attorneys concerning the slip on Harrington Road. The Mayor
said the attorneys have discussed it, but so far no decision has
been reached. Councilman Ritchie said anything that could be
done to expedite the matter would be helpful as the slip may
get worse and result in a bigger job. The Mayor said he felt
he should write a letter to Estill & Greenlee, with copies to
both attorneys.
Mayor Gibson said he was concerned about the outside of the
library building. He said repairs to the outside of the building
had been delayed because of financial pressure caused by the
maintenance garage, and he felt that it should at least have a
good painting. Councilman Casebolt suggested waiting until we
have a definite figure on the cost of the garage and possibly
using a portion of the remaining Revenue Sharing to brick the
outside of the Library. Money was originally transferred from
the library fund to assist with the garage.
COUNCILMAN PAUL HILL: Councilman Hill said it is unfortunate
about the timing of the letter from Mr. Javins. He said he felt
sure the business men have priorities to go by and they should
know that the city also has to go by priorities. The paving will
be a priority in the future and it will be taken care of in due
time.

I

COUNCILMAN THOMAS LILLY: Councilman Lilly said over the
last few years there has been a growing number of utility companies
closing their collection offices in Nitro, and we have discussed
this with such businesses as Marrs Jewelry and the Bank. Councilman Lilly said that if contact were made with the various utility
companies, there was a good possibility that the city could be
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placed in a bonded fiduciary capacity to provide this service
to the senior citizens particularly and all the citizens in
general. He said that approximately 5,000 people paying five
different utilities is a considerable amount of money.
Councilman Lilly stated that there has been a considerable
amount of votes on a lot of different subjects tonight and it
is possible these things could have been put on the agenda. in
representing the people of the 4th Ward, some of these things
quite possibly need to be discussed with the people in order
to vote the way they want. He suggested that if possible,
these things be put on the agenda in the future so he could have
a little time to study them.

I

Mayor Gibson said he has had a collection box made with a
slot in the door for the deposit of city municipal service and
sewer bills, where they can be paid even when the office is closed.
In further discussion on the payment of utility bills,
Councilman Casebolt said he thought it might be a good idea to
write some of the utility companies to see what could be done.
Councilman at Large Allen suggested having a representative
from the utility companies come to council meeting to discuss
the possibility of having somewhere to pay utility bills.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE HUGO TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that several months ago,the recreation department
accepted donations to resurface the volleyball court at City
Park. He wanted to know what has been done about this. Mr.
Melton said he would check on this.

I

Councilman Casebolt made a motion for adjournment.
Reverend Arbogast gave a closing prayer.
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UNION BOILER
COMPANY

f

POST OFFICE BOX 425

«

NITRO. WEST VIRGINIA 25143

TELEPHONE A R E A CODE (304) 755-3322

May 18,

1976

Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor, City of Nitro
Nitro, W. Va. 25143
Dear Mayor Gibson,
Attached please find a copy of the W. Va. Water Company map
of the property reviewed with you and Mr. Haynes yesterday,
May 17, 1976.
We are pleased to offer the following proposal to you and
your council for consideration, the sale of which is subject
to the usual approvals of the public service commission for
the disposal of utility property. No problem is anticipated
here by the West Virginia Water Company.

I

The gross sale price with no commissions applicable is $200,000.00.
The city share of this cost based on the proposals is $100,000.00.
Union Boiler Company will retain either portion as outlined on
the attached map.
If we can be of additional assistance please advise.
Very truly yours^

McDavid
President

/bks

I

I

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HUNTINGTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

P. O. BOX 2127
HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25721
REPLY TO
A T T E N T I O N OF:

13 May 1976

ORHED-PR

Honorable William Gibson
Mayor of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, WV 25143

Dear Mayor Gibson:
Reference is made to a letter dated 10 March 1976 from the consulting
firm of Harland Bartholomew and Associates relative to them preparing
Master Plans for the Winfield, Marmet, and London Navigation Pools,
Kanawha River for this office. Subsequent to that meeting, the consultant has prepared concept plans for the three projects.

I

Inclosed for your review and comments is a copy of the Winfield Navigation Pool concept plan exhibits and excerpted Sections VIII and IX of
the text relative to potential site developments which have been identified at this stage of planning. It would be appreciated if your
agency's response could be transmitted to this office by 28 May 1976 so
that we may furnish consolidated review comments to the contractor
within the time period specified in the contract.
Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. Should you have questions concerning the review of concept plans, please contact this
office.
Sincerely yours,

2 Incl
1. Concept Plan Exhibits
2. Excerpted Text Sections
VIII & IX

I

W. BEEMEJ
Chief, Engineering Division
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JUNE 7, 1976
The Nitro City Council met Monday, June 7, 1976, at 7:00 p.m.
at Nitro City Hall. Members present were Mayor William D. Gibson,
City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo Tidquist
and City Attorney Frank Armada. Councilmen Vernon Casebolt, Thomas B.
Lilly, Paul Hill and Ronald Ritchie were absent.
Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting to order and ask
for a resolution to have Council for Board of Canvassers. Councilmam
at Large Dr. Allen so resolved the Council into a Board of Canvassers
to canvass the City Election held June 1, 1976, and Councilman at
Large Tidquist seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
The Board of Canvassers then proceeded to Dunbar, West Virginia,
to canvass the voting machines used in the Municipal Election.
The voting machines were unlocked by a Voters Registration
Official and City Recorder Melton announced the following results
from each voting machine:
PRECINCT 22

I

MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

147
124
88

CITY RECORDER
Tom "Bucky" Melton

252

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
Dr. R. V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

209
187
168
178

COUNCILMAN - WARD ONE
B. I. Bailey
Dewey M. King
Ronald Ritchie
Cleo F. Smith

I

101
128
83
28

PRECINCT 364
MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

319
56
102

320
CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton

368

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
DR. R.V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

I

330
342
290
180

COUNCILMAN - WARD ONE
B.I. Bailey
Dewey M. King
Ronald Ritchie
Cleo F. Smith

148
120
206
3

PRECINCT 365
MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

87
38
59

CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton

138

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
Dr. R.V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

112
131
106
92

COUNCILMAN - WARD TWO
Homer L. Thomas, Jr.

129

PRECINCT 366
MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

95
54
40

CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton

138

I

321

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
Dr. R.V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

116
126
104
83

COUNCILMAN - WARD TWO
Homer L. Thomas, Jr.

155

PRECINCT 367
MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

CHALLENGED
223
87
105

+1

328

+1

CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE

I

Dr. R.V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

266
270
258
196

+1

COUNCILMAN - WARD THREE
Dean Miller
Elmer Rhodes

224
175

+2

PRECINCT 368
MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

105
42
40

+1

145

+1

122
145
119
88

+1
+1
+1

CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE

I

Dr. R.V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy
COUNCILMAN - WARD THREE
Dean Miller
Elmer Rhodes

115
65

BALLOTS COUNTED
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PRECINCT 369

I

MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

218
30
93

CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton

247

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
DR. R. V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

227
257
208
133

COUNCILMAN - WARD FOUR
Gus Bailey

283

PRECINCT 370
MAYOR
William D. Gibson
Dana "Shorty" Johnston
Thomas B. Lilly

76
21
60

I

CITY RECORDER
Tom Melton

113

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
DR. R. V. Allen
Donald G. Karnes
Mel Pennington
Keith E. Priddy

90
117
74
69

COUNCILMAN - WARD FOUR
Gus Bailey

142

City Recorder Melton brought forth the sealed envelopes
containing the challenged ballots from each precinct.
City Recorder Melton had two absentee ballots that were received
at Nitro City Hall, by mail, June 2, 1976, that could not be
counted. The ballots were received from Sada Whited, 3205 32nd Street
and Irene Bright 3415 34th Street.

I
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PRECINCT 22
The sealed envelope was opened and it contained one challenged
ballot of Mr. Romie S. Smith, 4005 40th Street. Mr. Smith did not
register until May 27, 1976. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion
not to count the ballot, the motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Tidquist and the motion passed unanimously.
PRECINCT 364
The sealed envelope was opened from Precinct 364 and it contained
four challenged ballots. The first name called was Mrs. W. D. Dooley
of 2620 2th Street. Mrs. Dooley's name had not appeared in the
Registration Book from Kanawha County Registration Office. The Board
of Canvassers ask City Attorney Armada his advice of this situation
and Mr. Armada stated the Board should decide on this. After a
through discussion the Board decided decided not to count any Voters
Ballot that was not listed in the Voters Registration Book. The
motion was made by Councilman at Large Tidquist, seconded by
Councilman at Large Allen and passed unanimously.
of:

I

The three other challenged ballots in the envelope were those
Madolyn Carol Reed, Box 217 40th Street-Not in Registration Book
Freda Mae Haverty, Box 1 Escoe Drive
-Not in Registration Book
Escoe Haverty, Box 1 Escoe Drive
-Not in Registration Book

Motion was made by Councilman at Large Tidquist not to count
these votes, motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen and
passed unanimously.
PRECINCT 367
The sealed envelope from Precinct 367 was opened and it
contained eight challenged ballots.
Edward A. Blackwood, 14 Main Avenue
Not in Registration Book
Linda Marie Blackwood, 14 Main Avenue
Not in Registration Book
Betty Rutherford, 204 Broadway Avenue
Not in Registration Book
Arden Ashley, 201 Broadway Avenue
Not in Registration Book
Frances Kay Postelwait, 415 DuPont Avenue - Not in Registration Book
Gary W. Botkins, 1124 llth Street
Not in Registration Book
Robert Prior, 105 Washington Avenue
Not in Registration Book
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion not to count these ballots,
the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist and passed
unanimously.
The eight ballot was John D. Cox of 506 Main Avenue,
challenged in the fact that absentee ballot was in wrong precinct. The
Board agreed that the ballot was in proper precinct and accepted and
counted Mr. Cox' vote.
PRECINCT 368

I

The sealed envelope from Precinct 368 was opened and it contained
two challenged ballots. Anna Jewell Raynes, 514 DuPont Avenue did not
register until May 21, 1976. Registration is required Thirty (30) days
before election. Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion not to
accept the vote, Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion, the
motion passed unanimously.
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The second challenged vote was Bobby K. Raynes Clock
4064 40th Street. Mrs. Bobby Clock was registered in the
Voters Registration Book as Bobby K. Raynes, she married recently
and her name had not been changed on the Registration Book.
Councilman at Large Priddy made a motion to accept the vote to
be counted, Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion and the
motion passed unanimously.

I

PRECINCT 369
The sealed envelope from Precinct 369 was opened and it
contained four challenged ballots:
Glen Joe Jividen, 1306 Valentine Circle-Not in Registration Book
Michael G. Holmes 1405 Main Avenue-Not in Registration Book
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion not to accept the ballots,
Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion aid the motion
passed unanimously.
Iva V. Wallace, 1104 Benamati Avenue and
Alfred L. Wallace 1104 Benamati Avenue did not complete or
sign envelope no. 2 that was required for completion of records.
Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion not to accept the ballots
Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.
All ballots opened and unopened were placed back in a sealed
envelope and signed over the seal by all the Coard of Canvassers.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion that Council sitting as
Board of Canvassers certify the above results of the canvassing
Board and Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion, the
motion passed unanimously.

I

Councilman at Large Tidquist made a motion for adjournment of
the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Priddy
and passed unanimously.

l^XL&v^
CITY RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 8, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on June 8, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present were Mayor
William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at
Large Hugo Tidquist, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt.
Councilmen Thomas B. Lilly and Ronald Ritchie were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William D. Gibson.
The Reverend Robert Blixt of the First Baptist Church gave the
invocation.
APPROVAL OF MAY 18, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Mayor Gibson
stated that each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes through
the mail for their review. Councilman Casebolt made a motion for
approval of the minutes, Councilman Hill seconded the motion, which
passed by unanimous vote.
MAY 1976 FINANCIAL REPORT:
following report:

I

Balance May 1, 1976
Receipts
Disbursements
Balance May 30, 1976
Balance in Saving

City Recorder Melton gave the
22,768.77
45,352.00
42,699.35
25,421.42
43,409.86

SEALED BIDS FOR STORM DRAIN PROJECT:
Councilman at Large Tidquist
passed to various Councilmen five(5~5sealed bids received on the Storm
Drain Project for Nitro. The following bids were submitted, all
containing the required bid security of a Bid Bond in the amount of
570 of Total Bid and the agreement to commence work within ten (10) days
of the date set out in the Purchase Order Contract and to fully
complete the entire project on or before 120 calendar days.
KENNETH M. DUNN COMPANY, INC. P. 0. BOX 9367, SO CHARLESTON W.VA.
Brookhaven Storm Sewer-Brookhavan Drive & Norwood Road
80,570.00
Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive
48,015.00
River & Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
28,530.00
Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
24,405.00
Old County Road
24,307.50
Total Bid Price of Entire Project
205,827.50

I

KINSMAN, INC. 1500 KANAWHA BLVD.E, P.O. BOX 3327, CHARLESTON, W.VA.
Brookhaven Storm Sewer-Brookhaven Drive & Norwood R o a d 6 6 , 5 8 0 . 0 0
Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive
35,770.00
River & Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
25,400.00
Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
21,450.00
Old County Road
22,771.00
Total Bid Price of Entire Project
171,971.00
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G.E. RAY CONSTRUCTION CO., P. 0. BOX 9335, SO. CHARLESTON, W.VA.
Brookhaven Storm Sewer-Brookhaven Drive & Norwood R o a d 5 6 , 5 6 0 . 0 0
Brookhaven Drive & Fairvlew Drive
35,640.00
River & Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
25,170.00
Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
21,090.00
Old County Road
25,088.50
Total Bid Price of Entire Project
163,548.50

I

VALLEY DEVELOPMENT OF W.VA. 5900 MacCORKLE AVE. S.W. ST. ALBANS, W.VA.
57,567.00
Brookhaven Storm Sewer-Brookhaven Drive & Norwood Road
29,573.75
Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive
19,275.50
River & Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
14,957.80
Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
16,771.08
Old County Road
138,144.13
Total Bid Price of Entire Project
WILSON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, P.O. BOX 1863, HUNTINGTON, W.VA.
Brookhaven Storm Sewer-Brookhaven Drive & norwood Road
34,777.00
Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive
25,574.65
River & Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
17,850.80
Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
14,640.65
Old County Road
16,136.10
Total Bid Price of Entire Project
108,979.20
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to put the bids in Committee
unitl next Council Meeting since there was such a variation in the
total bid price of the project. Councilman Casebolt suggested
that Appalachian Engineers meet with the Committee to confirm that
specifications meet all the requirements. Councilman Tidquist
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson read a petition from the residence of 27th
Street requesting that 27th Street be made a One-Way Street. The
original attached hereto and made a part hereof. Mayor Gibson
asked Mr. Charles Banning of 2714 27th Street, if there was anything
he would like to add. Mr. Hanning stated there was too much traffic
on the street, that something needed to be done. Discussion followed
on load limits, school buses and delivery trucks. Councilman
Casebolt made a motion that this be turned over to the Street and
Traffic Committee for study with the Police Department also investgating the situation. Councilman at Large Allen seconded the motion,
the vote was unanimous.
Mayor Gibson introduced Jack Eastwood, the new Recreation
Director, with a brief summary of his qualifications. Mr. Eastwood
stated that he felt it a privilege to have the position and he
would do the best job possible for the City. Mr. Eastwood^elaborated
on some of the activities he had planned for the Bicentennial
Celebration and the 4th of July.
Mayor Gibson asked City Recorder Melton to read a Resolution
from the Nitro Woman's Club for displaying the flag of the United
States continuously from June 14th through July 4th as a symbol
of rededication to the principles upon which this Nation was founded.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept this Resolution
and Councilman Casebolt seconded the motion and it passed unanimously
A copy of which is hereto attached and made a part hereof.

I
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Mayor Gibson read a letter dated June 5, 1976, from Jack
C. Whiting, Executive Director of Regional Development Authority
of Charleston, West Virginia, stating Jyly 5, 1976, that R.D.A.
would close the Western Landfill. Mayor Gibson stated that he
was negotiating with several of the neighboring municipalities trying
to find a solution to this problem.
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had a letter before them
dated May 17, 1976, over the signature of Jane E. Galyean of Keep
a Child in School. Mrs. Galyean asked permission from City Council
to allow several of the deprived children, covered under this program,
in Nitro Municipal Swimming Pool free. Mayor Gibson stated he felt
,
City Attorney Armada and the Recreation Director should study this
matter before any decisions were made. Councilman at Large Allen
*
stated he also felt this should have a close investigation, in the fact '
that Nitro has several under-privileged children.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter from Mr. Mel Pennington dated April 1, '
1976, resigning from the Police Civil Service Commission. Mr.
Pennington stated in his letter he was a candidate for Councilman at
Large and according to the West Virginia Code it impossible for
him to continue as a member of the Police Civil Service Commission.
Councilman Casebolt made a motion to accept Mr. Pennington's
resignation, the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Tidquist
and passed unanimously.
CITY RECORDER MELTON: City Recorder Melton said he had no new
business but he had passed out to all Councilmen a copy of the
Official results of the Board of Canvass, of the Voting machines,
held June 7, 1976. Recorder Melton further stated there had only
been 16 challenged ballots, 14 of which were not counted because they
were not in the Voters Registration Books from the Kanawha County
Voters Registration Office.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt said he had no new
business but he would like to ask if there had been any replies about
the lights for Ridenour Park or the State Road coming to fix the
berm. Mayor Gibson stated he had no further information on these
matters, but he was very pleased with the results on the paving of
40th Street. Mayor Gibson stated an outstanding job was being done
on 40th Street, the best in the history of the road. Councilman
Casebolt further stated he would like to see some action taken on
the use of Ridenour Park. Councilman Casebolt stated he would like
to have a uniformed attendant employed or a "User Fee" imposed to
stop some of the littering that is taking place in the park.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PRIDDY:
no reports or new business.

I

Councilman at Large Priddy had

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE ALLEN: Councilman at Large Allen stated he
would like to have something done about the traffic on 21st Street.
Councilman at Large Allen stated that the sign Committee should
investigate the traffic and see if a One-Lane-Traffic sign would help
alleviate the situation.

'

COUNCILMAN HILL:
business.

Councilman Hill had no reports or new

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist
state he had no new business but he would like further consideration on the suggestion that Councilman Lilly had last Council
Meeting on the Collection Station for public utilities. Discussion
followed on the advantages this would have for Nitro senior Citizens
as well as all of the citizens. Mayor Gibson stated he would be
happy to write a letter to the Public Service Commission on behalf
of the citizens.

i

Councilman Casebolt made a motion to adjourn seconded by
Councilman at Large Tidquist and passed unanimously.

CITY RECORDER

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 15, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers on June 15, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present were Mayor
William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V.
Allen, Councilman at Large Keith Priddy, Councilman at Large Hugo
Tidquist, Councilman Paul Hill, Councilman Vernon Casebolt, Councilman Ronald Ritchie and City Attorney Frank Armada. Councilman
Thomas B. Lilly was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William
D. Gibson, with the Reverend Robert Blixt of the First Baptist
Church giving the invocation.

I

<_
APPROVAL OF JUNE 7, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Mayor
1
Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes in j
the mail for their review. Mayor Gibson further stated they were the
minutes for the canvassing of the voting machines for the Municipal
flection held June 1, 1976. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion
tre minutes be approved, Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the
mot>ion, the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 8, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Mayor
Gibson stated that Council members had also received these in the
mail and had an opportunity to review them. Councilman Casebolt made
a motion the minutes be approved, seconded by Councilman at Large
Tidquist, the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MAY 1976, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Recorder Melton
stated each Councilman had received a copy of the Financial Statement
and there was one correction, it was reported the disbursements for
the Month of May was $42,699.35. This was a mistake in the addition
and it should have been $39,"909.45. This mistake was only in the
report, the Financial Statement is correct. Recorder Melton made a
motion the Financial Statement be approved, the motion was seconded
<
by Councilman Casebolt, the motion passed unanimously with the
exception of Councilman at. Large Priddy, who opposed.
BIDS FOR STORM DRAIN PROJECT: Councilman at Large Tidquist
stated that Appalachian Engineers were going to examine the two
lower bids further and they were also going to check with H.U.D.
Councilman at Large Tidquist felt the bids would probably be ready
for next Council Meeting. Councilman Ritchie questioned how long
the money would be available from the Block Grant Program. Recorder

I

oou

Melton stated that he had no information of a definite length of
time for the use of the money. Councilman at Large Priddy asked
long the bids were in effect. Mayor Gibson stated he didn't
know of an effective date, but the City had sufficient time to
study the bids and make a decision.

i
1

I

Mayor Gibson stated he had a petition that was given
to him by O.B. Hager, petitioning the City of Nitro to keep Cauffiel
Avenue open for public use. The original hereto attached and made
a part hereof. Councilman at Large Tidquist asked if this was a
designated street. Mayor Gibson stated that it was on the Tax
Map and also on the deeds of all property owners in that area.
Councilman Casebolt said the street had been in use for the past
20 or 25 years and he did not see how it could be closed.
Councilman Casebolt asked City Attorney Armada his opinion. Mr.
Armada stated that officially the City had not taken any action
on this situation. Mr. Armada stated that it appears the Sattes
heirs has written a quitclaim deed on the property which means a
person relinquishes to another a claim or title to some property
or right without guaranteeing or warranting such title. Mr. Armada
further stated although, the City never maintained that particu^^r*
street, the general public has used it for a number of years.
The City is going to place the people on notice that it should
not be blocked off. The general public has acquired a prescription right to use it, regardless of whom it may belong.
Councilman at Large Allen stated if the residents in the area
see a sign, they should notify the Council of this.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a Resolution
from the members of the Woman's Club and members of the Junior
Woman's Club of Nitro. Mayor Gibson passed the Resolution to
Recorder Melton who read it aloud.
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the people of the United States of America will
celebrate and honor their country by putting a light in the window
the night of July 3rd and the morning of July 4th, 1976,
WHEREAS, the people of the United States will celebrate
the anniversary of the birth of this great nation by ringing a bell
at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday, July 4, 1976,
THEREFORE, it is only fitting and proper that the Nitro
Fire Department blow their siren at 1:58 P.M. on Sunday, July 4,
1976 to let it be known to the citizens of Nitro it is time to
ring the bells.

I

i
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the people of the United States of America are celebrating the 200 anniversary of the birth of this great nation,
and
WHEREAS, the congress of the United States has declared the
21 days from Flag Day through Independence Day as a period to
honor America and conduct public gatherings and activities at
which the people of the United States can celebrate and honor
their country in an appropriate manner, and

i

WHEREAS, the continuous display of the flag of the United States
throughout this 21-day period has been declared by the American
Revolution Bicentennial Administration to be a meaningful expression complementary to the common effort to ensure a national commemoration touching "the hearts and minds of all citizens
THEREFORE, it is only fitting and proper that these Bicentennial
Communities join with all other communities throughout the land
in a Bicentennial 21-Day Flag Salute and urge all to fly the flag
of the United States continuously from June 14th through July 4th
as a symbol of rededication to the principles upon which this nation
was founded.
Resolution recommended by the members of the Woman's Club of
Nitro and members of the Junior Woman's Club of Nitro.
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Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept the
Resolution, Councilman at Large Tidquist seconded the motion and
it passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated there is a possibility the City of
Nitro will be asked to write a check in the amount of Ten Thousand
Dollars ($10,000.00) as a means of good faith on the City's part
toward purchasing the seven acres of land adjacent to City Park
and Plant Road, from the West Virginia Water Company and Union
Boiler Company. Mayor Gibson entertained a motion that he and
Recorder Melton be able to do this. Mayor Gibson stated this
$10,000.00 would be paid out of Revenue Sharing and would go
toward the total purchase price of One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00) for the land. Councilman Casebolt made the motion
for the request to be honored, it was seconded by Councilman at
Large Tidquist and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson passed out copies, to each Councilman, the
proposed 1976-77 Fiscal Year Budget for the Nitro Sanitary Board.
Mayor Gibson stated there was no need for a vote on this, it was
just a matter of presenting it to the Council to see if there were
any questions. The proposed budget was observed by those present
but no questions were asked.

I

Mayor Gibson stated he had been contacted by the attorney
representing Estill and Greenlee in regard to the Harrington Road
land slide. The attorney stated to the Mayor that Estill and
Greenlee felt they could repair the road for $5,000.00. Mayor
Gibson stated he told the attorney that if this could be done the
City would have no objections, but the City would not be doing any
of the work. Mayor Gibson stated that he would present it to
Council and see if Council agreed to pay up to Two Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) on the work. City Attorney Armada stated
before the City could participate in the repairing of the street,
there would have to be an agreement made by and between Estill and
Greenlee and the City, both being in full agreement, before the City
could take any course of action in doing any maintenance work on
Barrington Road. Mayor Gibson stated that Gene Williams, Director
of Public Works, had been making periodic examinations of the slide
for the protection of the citizens in that area. The City has
also put up railing and flashing horses to provide the citizens
with further protection.
RECORDER MELTON: Recorder Melton stated that each Councilman
was in possession of a copy of the Lined Item Budget Adjustments
for the fiscal year 1976-77 and asked if there were any questions on
the figures or adjustments. The adjustments were as follows:

I
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RECEIPTS
POLICE FINES
CIVIC BENEFITS
GROSS SALES
UTILITIES
FRANCHISE
PLUMBING LICENSE
RECREATIONAL
BUILDING PERMITS
TOTAL

ESTIMATED
BUDGET
25,000
18,000
125,000
35,000
1,000
400
7,000
1,500

ADJUSTED
TO
16,634
-0160,000
50,000
2,000
250
6,000
3,000

NET
^~8~ 366
-18*000
+35,'000
+15,000
+ 1 000
150
- 1 000
+ 1 500
24,'984

•
•
•

DISBURSEMENTS
LINED ITEM:
11
13
14
16
21
24
26
27

30
31
34
35
38
41
46
49
51
59
60
60-A
61
62
65
TOTAL

13,000
29,520
72,530
8,000
85,860
3,400
3,000
3,000

850
18,500
600
3,000
7,500
500
15,400
5,000
150
9,250
25,000
17,000
3,000
9,600
8,636

13,500
30,000
74,030
6,000
84
4,200
3,700
3,500

1,000
20,000
1,900
4,300
11,900
3,900
17,000
7,000
2,000
13,250
22,000
23,000
10,000
10,600
-0-

+
500
+
480
+ 1,500
- 2,000
- 1,860
+
800
+
700
+
500

+

150

+ 2,000
+ 1,300
+ 1,300
+ 4,400
+ 3,400
+ 1,600
+ 2,000
+ 1,850
+ 4,000
- 3,000
+ 6,000
+ 7,000
- 1,000
+8,636
24,984

I

Recorder Melton made a motion that the adjustments be
made and sent to the Tax Department, the motion was seconded by
Councilman Casebolt and passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN CASEBOLT: Councilman Casebolt had no committee
reports, but stated he would like to take the opportunity to say
how much he enjoyed working with the Council. Councilman Casebolt
stated he would like to see the City move ahead on the housing
for the elderly, maintenance garage and the Smith Street Landfill,
recreation facility. Councilman Casebolt said he wished the new
Council all the luck in the world. Mayor Gibson stated the Council
would miss him and it had been a pleasure to work with him.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PRIDDY: Councilman at Large Priddy
had no reports.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE ALLEN: Councilman at Large Allen
had no reports but asked how often the City made inspections on
downspouts going into the sanitary sewers. Mayor Gibson stated
there were no routine inspections made on this but it was a
violation of the Ordinance and he would appreciate knowing if
anyone was violating this ordinance. Councilman at Large Allen
stated he had not forgotten about the petition for 27th Street
being made a one-way-street, but he would have to get further
information from neighboring streets and would probably take
quite sometime to get it worked out properly.
COUNCILMAN RITCHIE: Councilman Ritchie had no reports ,
but asked about the open meetings with the residents off of 40th
Street, in regard to repair work being done on the streets after
the sewer line was completed. Mayor Gibson reported he had
written each property owner a letter in these various areas about
this. Mayor Gibson stated he had been informed that Appalachian
Engineers have a meeting scheduled at 10:00 A.M. on June 16, 1976,
to meet with Dunn Construction Company to go over all streets,
drive-ways, sidewalks, etc, to be repaired and if any of the
Councilmen wanted to attend the meeting they would be wlecome.
Mayor Gibson stated that all repairs would probably be completed
within the next month. Councilman Ritchie asked if the letter
had been written to the Public Service Commission on the matter
of getting a central collection agency in Nitro for all the public
utilites. After some discussion it was decided by Council to invite
a representative from each of the Utility Companies to attend
Council meeting for an open discussion.
COUNCILMAN HILL: Councilman Hill had no committee
reports but stated he had enjoyed working with the "City Fathers"
and would like to thank everyone for their cooperation. Mayor
Gibson said he would like to thank Councilman Hill for his
cooperation and dedication to his office.1
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE TIDQUIST: Councilman at Large Tidquist
had no reports but wanted to thank everyone. Councilman at Large
Tidquist made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hill and
passed unanimously.
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BIDDERS

: G, E, Ray
C o n s t . Company

Kinsman, lnc<

A m o u n t ; Unit Prlc*

Amount

Unit Prlw

300.00

3bO:00

880.00

1 .000.

1

:16,771.08

880.00

Certified

25,088.50

A moon t

1 .000.00
1

22,771.00

Engineers
Estimate

K,H, Dunn; Inc,
Unit Prln

1 .000.

A mou nt

Unit Prl<«

1 .000.00

$24,307.50

Amoun t

Unit Price

Amount

3^0.00

330.00
23,727.00
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Amount
UnltPrlc*
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C O N T R A C T S t o r m Sewer Improvem nts

STORM DRAIN IMPROVEMENTS
-1

TABUlATtON

T^T^t'

J

'Certified

r

^^

Correct.

BIDDERS
G, E, Ray
Const. Company

Valley
Dev. of ' W ' . V a l '
Unit Prlc«

Amount

Unit Pric*

Amount

Kinsman, Inc,
Unit Prlc*

Amount

Engineers
Estimate

K,/-), Dunn, I n c 4
Unit Prlc.

A moo nt

Unit Prl«

Amount

Unit Prlc

Amount

*
V
t ,•

BID SI) ^MARY
\
]>

Brookhaven . S t o r m Sewer
Brookhaveri Drive £ Norwood Roa 1

' '"•

.j

. • • .1 '

r1 * i"1!

' ' ' '.

Brookhaveni Storm Sewer
Brookhaven-DriVe' 5 Fa i rviev Dr i ve ' ' .

' ''

'

' * *: i .'
• *•
, V '

-

• .

Riyer & Kanawha As enue
Storm Sewer ''•
f

35,640,00

'•

(•' • 1 i p ' !>
'17,850.80

19,275.50

25,170.00

!

35,770.00

48,015,00

30,965.00

25,400.00

28,530.00

24,970.00

21,450,00

24,405,00

20,460.00;

'

1

. :'•;•. '."••, v •:...-•*/

- ,14, .640, 65

Kanawha' Aveirue'.Stc >rm 'Sewer

f

54,835.00

1

,'' -•' .;'- .

;

80,570,00

- ,

'• :•'<'"•

• •>•,!•-;••'.*,..••

- • ''. - '

29,573.75

66^580.00

!

25V57A.65

• ' • .' '- '<','•'• -\'- "~

.

56,560.00

^ 'i

\

1

57,567.00

, '. '•

»•' ij >

34,777:00

21,090,00

14,957.80

i

i

• ' '• '•''•/ ' •'''.'•'•:'••/:

";l • •

";.•'•• •••'•l' •<".''.•.' .
Old County Road S1 orm Sewer

^

•

•

'

25,088.50

'

22,771,00

24,307,50

23,727.00

l
$ 08,979.20

. ' -' -' ; ' . ' - , - " ' - ; ' ' •"

^$
'•

.

•

163, 548. 5C

$

171,971,00

$ 205,827.50

<V 154, 957. oc

•

u

•
•

$

•

;

- -

138,145.1;

i

.

;•

^Corrected

•

1
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TOTAL PROJECT BID P R I C E
•

16, 771. -08

•16 1-136. 10

•
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Cih/ofcNltro
P. O. BOX 515
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
WM. D. (BILL.) GIBSON
MAYOR

t

T ...•••„ f . xt,_ p,,f,,TLooking to the Future

JERRY T. MELTON
RECORDER-TREASURER

755—5643

755—3521

July 6, 1976

Department of Housing & Urban Development
Pittsburgh Area Office
2 Alleghney Center
Pittsburgh,' Pennsylvania 15212
Attention:

CPD Processing Branch
Re: Nitro CD Block Grant
Grant No. B-75-DF-54-0017
Storm Sewers

Gentlemen:

I

We are in receipt of "Notice of Removal of Grant Conditions"
HUD Form 7015.16 (7-75). However, we have not received Treasury
Form GFO-7578 (Request for Payment on Letter of Credit and Status '
of Funds Report) .
Bids were received for the storm sewer project on June 8,1976.
The low bid in the amount of $101,580.72 exceeds the available CD
Block Grant of $80,000 by ^21,580.72. The City of Nitro does not
have resources to fund the difference. Under the circumstances,
we would like to take the following action and ask that you concur
in it.
The storm sewer project consists of installation of storm
sewers in five different locations.
-

I

' DESCRIPTION

BID PRICE

1.

Brookhaven Drive & Norwood Road

2.

Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive

21,406.25

3.

River & Kanawha Avenues

16,895.50

4.

Kanawha Avenue

17,917.90

5.

Old County Road

15,199.97

TOTAL LOW BID

$

35,166.20

$ 101,580.72

Department of Housing & Urban Development
Page 2

July 6, 1976

t

Please note that the area of Brookhaven is getting two
storm sewers. We would like to delete one project, namely,
Brookhaven Drive and Fairview Drive, resulting in a revised
contract price of $101,580.72 - $21,406.25 = $80,174.47.
The City of Nitro will fund $174.47 and any other expenses
over the HUD grant of $80,000.
A meeting was held with the residents of Brookhaven area
along with their Councilman Mr. Ritchie. The residents are
in agreement with the proposal as outlined above.
We feel that we have received excellent bids and would
like to award the contract to Valley Development of West Virginia,
Inc. The last date for awarding the contract is August 6, 1976.
The labor officer designated for this project is Mr. John
Aeiker, Appalachian Engineers, Inc., 215 Dunbar Street, Charleston,
West Virginia. Telephone Number - 304-343-9211.
Please notify us regarding the debarment status of the lowest
responsible bidder namely, Valley Development of West Virginia, Inc.
5900 MacCorkle Avenue, SW St. Albans, West Virginia 25177.

I

We will appreciate a prompt reply.
.—.

Very truly yours,
William D. Gibson, Mayor
City of Nitro

cc:

t

Appalachian Engineers, Inc.

APPALACHIAN

E N G I N E E R S . INC.

3OI OTT BUILDING — 215 DUNBAR STREET
CHARLESTON, WEST V I R G I N I A

f

2 s 3 oi
3O4

343-9211

July 2, 1976

Mayor William D. Gibson
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143

Re: Storm Sewer Project
Analysis of Bids
Dear Mayor Gibson:
We have analyzed the bids received for the Storm Sewer Project and attach
our recommendations. We have also discussed the procedures to follow with
representatives of HUD at the Pittsburg office. We attach a draft of a letter for
you to send to HUD concerning the strom sewer contract.
It is recommended that you accept the adjusted low bid from Valley
Development, Inc. in the amount of $80,174.47 and make award of the contract,
subject to final concurrence from HUD. If you should have any questions in this
regard please contact Mr. Habib of this office.
Very truly yours,

Y. Hayne
RYH:jb
Attachments: (1)
(2)

Bid Analysis
Draft of Letter to HUD

ANALYSIS OF BIDS
CITY OF NITRO
STORM DRAIN PROJECT

June 17, 1976
The City of Nitro received a Community Development Block Grant from the
Department of Housing and Urban Development for installation of storm sewers in
certain areas of Nitro. Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,prepared plans and
specifications for the project and bids were received on June 8, 1976. Bids
were received from five {5) contractors and ranged from $108,979 to $205,827.
The Engineer's Estimate was $154,957.- A tabulation of bids is attached.

a

During the late pre-bid period, it was determined that the specifications
called for asbestos bonded bituminous coated corrugated metal pipe, which is a
premium pipe coating for specialized purposes and not essential to this project.
Time did not permit the issuance of an addendum to permit the use of bituminous
coated corrugatecL metal pipe, (BCCMP-) without asbestos bonding... In view of thelate discovery,-Appalachian Engineers decidedito proceed with receipt of bids
based on the specified material and then prior to award of contract, effect a
cost reduction reflecting the difference in cost of pipe by Change Order.
The difference between the low bid by Wilson Construction at $108,979 and
Valley Development, Inc., at $138,145, is accounted for by the net difference
in cost of the pipe, as indicated by the attached analysis of the three low bids
and the Engineer's Estimate.

t

On June 9, a representative of Wilson Construction Company called
Mr. Dan Warner of this office, and stated that upon review of their work
papers, it was found that Wilson had used the bituminous coated corrugated metal
pipe (BCCMP) price instead of the asbestos bonded bituminous coated corrugated
metal pipe price. He further stated that Wilson would not accept award of the
contract on the basis of the specified material, Wilson Construction Company
confirmed this conversation by letter dated June 17, 1976, and attached hereto.
Courses of action open to the City are as follows:
1,

Accept Wilson low bid on basis of alternate material
BCCMP. This would not be fair to other bidders.

2.

Accept Wilson low bid and require use of specification
material or corresponding reduction-in price, Wilson
refused to accept contract under these conditions.

3,

Award Contract to second low bidder and retain Wilson bid
bond in the amount of $5,499. This would not be
best cost to City,

4.

Request adjusted price from Valley Development, the second
low bidder on basis of using alternate BCCMP material.

Valley Development has submitted letter dated June 17th revising their
Bid on basis of using alternate^BCCMP material, which will decrease the bid by
$36,563,41, for a net cost to the City of $101,580.72. The revised Bid price by
Valley is $7,400 less than the Wilson Bid price. The difference is greater than
the Wilson bid bond forfeiture by $1,900. Material Cost calculations using the
net difference in cost of the material from quotations by two material suppliers
for the three low bidders and the engineer's estimate is tabulated on the
attachment. The revised Bid of Valley Development, using alternate BCCMP material
is less than the irregular bid submitted by Wilson Construction.

t

It is recommended that the City reject the Bid of Wilson Construction
Company, without forfeiture of Bid Bond, The Bid was non-responsive to the
invitation and specifications and constituted an unintentional error on the
part of the contractor for which he should not be unduly penalized.
i

It is further recommended that the City tentatively accept the revised
bid of Valley Development, Inc,, and submit the documents to Department of
HUD for approval of award of contract to Valley Development, Inc.
It is recommended that the Brookhaven Storm Sewer Project at Brookhaven
Drive and Fairview Drive be deleted from the Contract,

Deletion of the revised

amount of $21,406.25 for this section will bring the total project construction
cost within $150 of the Community Development Block Grant.

Robert Y. Hayne
APPALACHIAN ENGINSORS, INC.

301 Ott Bldg. - 215 Duntar St
Charleston, West Virginia

June 17, 1976

1

CITY OF NITRO
STORM DRAIN IMPROVEMENTS

MATERIAL -COST ANALYSIS:

Item

65" x 40"
Bands

36"
Bands

-

18"
Bands

Asbestos
Bonded

Bituminous
Coated

Price
Difference

Quantity

Amount

$42,37 LF
57.20 Ea.

$18.11 LF
7,90 Ea.

$24.26
49.30

560 LF
32 Ea.

$13,585.60
1,577.60

20.14 LF
20.14 Ea,

10.16 LF
4.74 Ea.

9.98
15.67

495 LF
28 Ea.

4,940.10
438.76

9.99 LF
9,99 Ea.

4.23 Ea,
1.80 Ea,

5.76
8.19

1806 LF
99 -Ea;

10,402.56
810.81

TOTAL ADJUSTED MATERIAL COST

$31,755.43

1
BID ANALYSIS: (3 Low Bids)
BIDDERS -

WILSON

VALLEY

RAY

BID PRICE

$108,979

$138,145

$163,549

$ 154,957

31,755

31,755

31 ,755

$ 123,202

LESS MATERIAL
DIFFERENCE

-0-

ADJUSTED BID
PRICE

$108,979

$106,390

$131,794

BID BOND'- 5%

$ 5,449

$ 6,907

$ 8,177

REVISED BCCMP
PROPOSAL

NONE

$101,580

NONE

I

ENGINEER 'S ESTIMATE

NONE

phone (area code 304) 429-5531

wilson

I

construction co.
p. o. box 1863
huntington, west Virginia 25719

June 17, 1976

Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
301 Ott Building
215 Dunbar Street
Charleston, WV

Attention: Dan Warner
Re: Nitro.Storm Sewers
Nitro, WV
Gentlemen:

I

We Rave reviewed our bid on this project and feel that it is
not feasible for us to construct the storm sewers using the asbestos
bonded pipe at our bid price.
Apparently our firm name was omitted from a list of prospective
bidders and we did not receive prices on various items including the
asbestos bonded pipe. This probably also accounts for our failure to
receive Addendum #3.
We will-Be..glad to proceed-with the project using-ihe type vf
pipe quoted by" Carolina Culvert Mfg, Co., but request that we be permitted to withdraw our bid with no penalty if the asbestos bonded pipe
is to Be. required,
THank you for your cooperation in this matter and we hope that
some -mutual agreeable solution can be arranged.
Yours very truly,
WILSON CONSTRUCTION CO.

L', W. Watts.
General Manager

I

LWW;vs

Valley Development Of W. Va., Inc.

I

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
5900 MacCORKLE AVENUE, S. W.
ST. ALBANS, W. VA. 25177
Phone (304) 768-9426

DAVID L. SOUTHALL
HEAVY CONSTRUCTION
SEWER AND WATER LINE
BORING AND JACKING
TUNNELING

PRESIDENT

VERNON L. WITH ROW
VICE PRESIDENT

Appalachian Engineers
Ott Building
Charleston, W.Va.

Att.

Mr. Bobb.Hayne

In regards to are conversation of June 14, 1976 concering a decrease in the "bids, that were given on the Nitro Storm
Sewer Improvements, Project.
I am prepared to make a decrease in my bid of $36,563.41..
providing it is permissible to substitute asphalt coated corrugated metal culvert in place of the asbestos bonded corrugated
metal culvert pipe.
I have also prepared from my record a substitute bid on the
original bid proposal blank, so you will be able to see the ad- justment in my bid. Most of which comes from the differents tn
the cost of material.

Sincerely;
Valley Development of W. Va. Inc.

t

David L. Southall Pres.

The Bidder understands that the Bid Proposal will be considered by sections and that

ft

the Owner may eliminate one or more sections as may be necessary to come within budget
I
.••
.'„••'
•
limitations. Any sections to be eliminated from the Contract shall be selected by the

Owner."
The Contractor is cautioned notto unbalance his bid for the various sections.
Apparent unbalanced of bids by sections shall be cause for rejection of the entire-Bid
Proposal.

^

.

;

UNIT PRICE
UNIT BID PRICE
The Bidder hereby proposes to furnish all labor, equipment jmfek^&^tftfTesf

and

other incidentals necessary to improve the strom sewer at City of Nitro in accordance with
the Drawings and Specifications for the following unit prices:
Unit Price Schedule
Brookhaven Storm Sewer - Brookhaven Drive & Norwood Road
Item No.

Approx. No.

Item

Unit Price

Total for Item

, i

1

560 LF

65" x 40 ' Arch Storm
Sewer Pipe

$jfj>ze Per L F

* f*. V??. ^
S

- -

L.

2

1 Each

Headwall

$^yy£^Per Ea.

$ 3.f3<jZ£-

3

1 Each

Wingwall

^Jfjy^er Ea.

$ ^5"^v ££

4

20 CY

Dumped Rock Gutter

$ Jj- 2^-~C Y -

5

150 S Y

Concrete Pavement
Removal & Replacement

$yg^ d£$ Y

6

2 Each

Drop Inlet

$ /^/5-^Per Ea.

$ 2030,
2fi/

7

LS

Construction Layout

$ ^tfrtzQ. S

S

Total Bid Price - Brookhaven Dr. &
Norwood Rd.

Bid Proposal
Page 3

$

7/sr, *=*-

$

^ >00,<Z3-

70g, ^

^3S>J£6,^

Revised May 24, 197<

Unit Price Schedule
Brookhaven Strom Sewer - Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive

Item No.

Unit Price

Item

Approx. No.

Total for Item

1

495 LF

36" Storm Sewer Pipe

$ ^^ &£- Per L F

$

2

2 Each

Headwall

$ <%& <^ Per Ea.

5 Jf: d d , ^~

3;

35 C Y

Dumped Rock Gutter

$ -3S-,Z* C Y

e

4

100 S Y

Concrete Pavement

$ ;%-,&• S Y

5

5

LS

Clean Existing Channel

$^1000, <* L S

$ •% ao0f <^~

6

LS

Construction Layout

$ ^^-LS

$

Total Bid Price - Brookhaven Dr.
& Fairview Dr.

/v

3SJ.0c

. g-i"

JFoo,^

2&&, ^

$7J/ ytt,,*-

Unit Price Schedule

River & Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer -

I

Item No.

Approx. No.

Item

Unit Price

Total for Item

680 L F

18" Storm Sewer Pipe

$ /?*£ Per L F

$ /^y ^^S1,^2

2

1 Each

Headwall

$ ^00,42- Per E a.

$

7^;«2

3

5 Each

Drop Inlets

$ fttfo, £*-'Per E a.

$

^^ ^

4

10 CY

Dumped Rock Gutter

$ J^Z^CY

S'35-?^

5

LS

Ditch Line Grading

$

S je^ez

6

LS

Construction Layout

$ /5*>LS

_^

,

/**>> S

Total Bid Price - River &

"

$ /^ 5;^;^

I
Bid Proposal
Page 4

Revised May 24, 1976

Unit Price Schedule
Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer
Item No..

1

Approx No.

605 L F

Item

Unit Price

18" Storm Sewer Pipe

$ /J.^PerLF

Total for Item
$ y/ 55-%*.
s

2

1 Each

Headwall

3

3 Each

4

$ 7^4'^PerEa. '

$

?#(?,<&

Drop Inlets

S^^PerEa.

$

IOC Y

Dumped Rock Gutter

$J^CY

$

5

LS

Ditch Line Grading

$ //#.<*- s

$ .fioo,^

6

LS

Construction Layout

$ w^«*L S

$

>

Total Bid Price - Kanawha Avenue

?

</^ ^

?5 - 7 ,££.

7^^-

$ / 9 ^ /I

2J

Unit Price Schedule

I

Item No.

Old County Road
Approx. No.

Item

Unit Price

Total for Item

1

521 L F

18" Storm Sewer Pipe

$/7^'PerLF

$

2

6 Each

Drop Inlets

55"7^,"PerEa.

$ j^^«g

<f.2t/?fr_

/

3

1.5CY

Dumped Rock Gutter

V?^^CY

$

^-^^

4

LS

Ditch Line Grading

$^^,^LS

$ 30*0,**-

5

10 Ton

Aggregate for Surfacing

$ /^^ Ton '

$

6

L§—-

Construction Layout

S,7^^/^LS

$ .?^, ^;;

Total Bid Price - Old County Road

I
Bid Proposal
Page 5

y<§^

eg.

The following is a summary by Sections of the Total Unit Price Bids for
Brookhaven Storm Sewer Brookhaven Drive & Norwood Road

$

Brookhaven Storm Sewer Brookhaven Drive & Fairview Drive

$_

River and Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer

$_

Kanawha Avenue Storm Sewer

$_

Old County Road Storm Sewer

$

TOTAL BID

$

L

"

/

IP/. .6'

The Bidder further understands and agrees that his Bid may not be withdrawn for a
period of sixty (60) days after the scheduled closing time and opening thereof, and that
the Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in

ft

the bidding.
Respectfully submitted,

,-^Name of BM

Street Address

^r

~<^zC.,,.,

Signature and Title

City and State

(Corporate Seal)
Signature and Title

Bid Proposal
Page 6
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I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 6, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on July 6, 1976 at 8:00 P.M.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Ronald Ritchie, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.
Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus Bailey and City
Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the
Honorable William D. Gibson. Mayor Gibson welcomed all
the new Councilmen and Recorder Melton.

I

APPROVAL OF JUNE 15, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy in
the mail for their review. Councilman at Large Allen made
a motion the minutes be approved, the motion was seconded
by Councilman Ritchie and passed unanimously.
APPROVAL^OF JUNE FINANCIAL REPORT:
Melton gave the following report:
Balance June 1, 1976
Receipts
Disbursements

28,211.32
42,481.90
62,855.96

Recorder
General Fund

Recorder Melton stated the disbursements included Social
Security Contribution for the full quarter and all election
expenses. This left a balance of 7,837.26 in checking
account for June and 33,409.36 in Special Investment Saving
Account.

I

RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO RIVERBANK EROSION:
Recorder Melton read the Resolution to all Councilmen from
the Kanawha Valley Planning Commission. A copy attached
hereto and made a part hereof. Councilman at Large
Pennington asked if the Corps of Engineers was going to do
the work on this project, the Mayor replied the Corps would
be doing the work. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion
to accept the Resolution, the motion was seconded by
Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously. The Resolution
is in Resolution Book One at Page One.

336
RESOLUTION, KANAWHA VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY:Mayor Gibson recognized Melton Back, Assistant
Manager of KVRTA, who stated KVRTA was asking the citizens of
Nitro to support the transit levy that would be voted on July 20,
1976. Councilman at Large Pennington asked if the property
owners would pay the tax. Mr. Back replied that it would be a
personal property tax. Recorder Melton read aloud the resolution
to all Councilmen a. copy attached hereto and made a part hereof.
The Resolution is in Resolution Book One at Page Two. Mr. Back
stated further it would take a 60% vote for the levy to pass and
it would not increase taxes. Councilman Ritchie made a motion
to accept the Resolution The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Allen and passed unanimously.

I

POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A COLLECTION STATION
FOR PAYMENT OF UTILITY BILLS IN NITRO:Mayor Gibson recognized
the following representitatives of the Utility Companies:
Diana Allen, C & P Telephone Company
R. S. Dawson, W. Va. Water Company
E. J. Shaver, Jr., Appalachian Power Company
I. D. Christian, Columbia Gas Company
Don Patton, Kanawha Cable/Vision
Mayor Gibson asked Councilman at Large Allen to be
spoksman for this discussion since he had been more involved
in trying to get a central collection agency for the benefit
of the Senior Citizens. Councilman at Large Allen asked the
represent.atives as a wholelif^theite were any reasons there- '
could not be a central Collection agency. Mr. Dawson,
representing W. Va. Water Company, stated the Bank of Nitro
was collecting for their company and doing an outstanding
job. Diana Allen, C & P Telephone Company, stated they had
contacted the Bank of Nitro to collect for their company and
was still waiting a reply. A lengthy discussion followed on
the pros and cons of the City itself becoming a collection
agency. There were questions of the space, personnel, salary,
and compensation from the individual companies. All the
Companies were in favor of a central collection agency and
would cooperate in this matter, if a business or the Bank
of Nitro would be willing to establish themselves as a
collection agency. Councilman at Large Allen stated he
would go to the Bank of Nitro as a representative of the
Utility Companies and the citizens and see if the Bank of
Nitro would be in agreement. The various representatives
also agreed that the Bank of Nitro would be the most logical
collection point and indicated a desire to work toward this
accomplishment.

I
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ALLEY CONTROVERSY ADJACENT TO PROPERTY SITUATED
ON BLACKWOOD AVENUE:Mayor Gibson asked Councilman Bailey
for his report on this situation. Councilman Bailey stated
there were several of the residents present to take part in
this discussion. Those present were:Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Collins, Mr. George McClure, Mr. and Mrs. William Casto,
Mrs. Doris Lemon and Mickey Lemon, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bateman,Jr.,
Clarence Watt, Attorney at Law, present in behalf of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Collins, Ted Ghiz, Attorney at Law present in
behalf of Mr. and Mrs. William Casto, Mrs. Doris Lemon and
her son, Mickey Lemon.
Attorney Watt speaking in behalf of his clients
stated the map which is the subject matter laid out
particular lots that demonstrates and illustrates an alley
approximately 10 feet in width. We received information
sometime ago there was a delegation that attended Council
Meeting asking the City to abandon the alley and give the
10 feet to the respective property owners. We do not feel
the City has the right or authority to do this. The alley is
there and at this point we will ask that it remain an alley
to be used by any one that wants to use it.

1

Attorney Ghiz speaking in behalf of his clients
stated that in his search of the Kanawha County Courthouse
records could not find where the City had accepted these
streets and alleys. The present use of them would become
streets and alleys by prescription rather than formal
adoption by the City. The alley while in existance, that is
the land is there, is not an alley, and the only one that
uses it is Mr. Collins, but the other residents that abut
on it use it as their lawn. I do feel the City could pass a
resolution that this particular alley could be abandoned and
not give the land away because I do not feel the City has
that authority.
Each of the residents present were given time to
explain the situation as they felt it affected or concerned
their property.
Attorney Watts speaking in behalf of Mr. and Mrs.
Collins stated that Mr. and Mrs. Collins did not want to
damage anyone's property and would certainly take care of
any damages inflicted or make compensation.
Attorney Ghiz speaking in behalf of his clients,
Mr. and Mrs. William Casto, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bateman, and
Mrs. Doris Lemon, stated he recommended that Council abandon
it because it is not an alley.

1
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Attorney Watt speaking for Mrs. Collins stated
when the property was originally acquired by Mrs. Blackwood,
mother of Mrs. Collins, the alleys were conveyed to her and
may I direct your attention to the deed in Deed Book 236 at
Page 297 in which the alleys were conveyed to Mrs. Blackwood
with reference to this particular alley which was included
in the conveyance. Secondly, at the time Mrs. Blackwood wrote
her will she devised certain properties to Mr. and Mrs.
Collins which included also the alleys and it included this
particular alley and her will is also of record in the Clerk's
Office at the Kanawha County Courthouse.

I

City Attorney Armada speaking in behalf of the City
Council stated first it would have to be determined if the
City had an interest in that property. Also, the fact of the
will puts a different light on the situation. Attorney
Armada recommended the Council take no action on this until
he could determine if Mr. and Mrs. Collins were fee title
owners to the land. Attorney Watt agreed, and was willing to
give City Attorney Armada all information concerning the will
of Mrs. Blackwood and the deed to the properties in this
location. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion this
be tabled until the first Tuesday in August at the regular
Council Meeting at 8:00 P.M., Councilman at Large Karnes
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. Kermit Thompson
spokesman for a delegation of citizens residing on 39th Street,
East. Mr. Thompson stated that Mrs. Connie Stephens, Secretary
for the Sanitary Board, asked the property owners in that
vicinity to give the City a 10 foot easement for the sewer
system. Mr. Thompson stated to proceed with the sewer line
would cause a number of problems for the residents in this
area. Mr. Danny Warner, Engineer of Appalachian Engineers,
Inc., stated there were several alternate routes and they
intended to propose to the Sanitary Board on July 8, 1976 at
their regular meeting. Mayor Gibson stated he had discussed
this matter with Mr. Thompson on a previous occasion • and
told Mr. Thompson that the Sanitary Board may withdraw on this
matter if it would cause undue hardship on the residents in
the area, and it was going before the Sanitary Board for
further consideration. Mayor Gibson further stated the
Sanitary Board would be meeting on July 8, 1976 at 4:00 P. M.
and this was on the Agenda for discussion. Mayor Gibson
stated the engineers had done some more research in this
location and there would be other recommendations made.
Mayor Gibson invited all the residents in that area to attend
the Sanitary Board meeting of July 8, for further discussion
of this matter.

I

I

339

I

AWARDING OF BID INVOLVING BLOCK GRANT FOR STORM
DRAIN PROJECTS;After much discussion and a change in
the original plans, council awarded a contract for a storm
sewer project.
Valley Development of West Virginia, Inc., of
St. Albans will construct the project for $80,174.47.
The company originally bid $138,144.38 but the
price tag was cut by changing the type of pipe used and
eliminating the Brookhaven Drive-Fairview Drive portion
of the project.
The reductions were necessary because the city
has received a federal grant for only $80,000.
Engineer Danny Warner approved the changes and
said residents in the area which was dropped agreed to
the change. A meeting was held with the residents in the
area resulting in the agreement.

I

At the time bids were opened in June, the
apparent low bidder was Wilson Construction Co. of
Huntington but that company had included the price for
a type of pipe different from the one in the Valley
Development bid. i.When the Valley Development bid was
adjusted, it was lower. Motion to accept bid of Valley
Development, Inc. by Councilman at Large Dr; Allen
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, passed
unanimously.
Councilman Ritchie made a motion that Mayor
Gibson be given permission to write a letter, addressed
to H.U.D. advising them of Council's decision and changes
involved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey
and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson passed out the list of the new
Committee Members effective July 1, 1976. Mayor Gibson
asked the list be made part of the minutes of the meeting.
The new committee members are as follows:
ANNEXATION COMMITTEE
Ronald Ritchie (Chairman)
Dr. R. 7. Allen
Dean Miller
BUILDING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
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Gus Bailey (Chairman)
Mel Pennington
Ronald Ritchie
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BUSINESS AND CIVIC BETTERMENT COMMITTEE
Mel Pennington (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Ronald Ritchie

I

CONSUMER PROTECTION COMMITTEE
Donald Karnes (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Homer Thomas, Jr.
THREE CITY HUMANE ASSOCIATION
Homer Thomas, Jr. (Chairman)
Mel Pennington
Ronald Ritchie
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE
TO ASSIST KANAWHA COUNTY COURT AND
PUTNAM COUNTY COURT IN THEIR EFFORTS
TO ESTABLISH AN AMBULANCE SERVICE
Gus Bailey (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Donald Karnes
FINANCE COMMITTEE
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Tom Melton (Chairman)
Donald Karnes
William Gibson
Ronald Ritchie
Dr. R. V. Allen
FIRE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
Mel Pennington (Chairman)
Gus Bailey
Homer Thomas, Jr.
GARBAGE HEALTH AND TRASH COMMITTEE
Donald Karnes
Dean Miller
William Gibson
INSURANCE COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Donald Karnes
Gus Bailey

I
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE
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Ronald Ritchie (Chairman)
Gus Bailey
Dr. R. V. Allen
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Ronald Ritchie
POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Mel Pennington
William Gibson
RECREATION COMMITTEE
Mel Pennington (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Donald Karnes
SIDEWALK COMMITTEE
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Homer Thomas, Jr. (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Donald Karnes
STORM DRAIN COMMITTEE
Dean Miller (Chairman)
Gus Bailey
Homer Thomas, Jr.
STREET AND TRAFFIC COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Homer Thomas, Jr.
Mel Pennington
STREET LIGHT-STREET NUMBERING &
STREET SIGN COMMITTEE
Dean Miller (Chairman)
Donald Karnes
Gus Bailey
BRIEF COMMITTEE GUIDELINES

I

BRIEF COMMITTEE GUIDELINES
1.

The Chairman should cause all Committee Meetings to
function properly, with every member being notified
in advance of said scheduled meetings.
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2.

The Chairman should cause the minutes of each
Committee Meeting to become a matter of public record
by placing a copy of the same in the office of the
City Recorder and/or request a copy of the same be
attached to the minutes of the next Council Meeting.
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Mayor Gibson requested Councilman Bailey to read
a letter from the Nitro Lions Club in behalf of the Annual
Antique Car Show to be held September 11, 1976 . The letter
requested the closing of 21st Street between Bank Street and
Second Avenue, affecting only this section of 21st Street
for the dance. Also, requesting the closing of 21st Street
and the West end of Bank Street to Second Avenue. Councilman
At Large Pennington made a motion to comply with the requests,
of the letter, Councilman Ritchie seconded the motion.. The
motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from Reverend Arley
Cravens Nitro Church of God requesting permission for a
parade July 24, 1976, 1:00 P.M. for their Vacation Bible
School. The letter futher requested a Police Escort and
use of a fire truck with children riding on the truck.
A discussion followed involving advice from Mr.
Armada on the facts the Council should not give permission
for any citizen to ride on a fire truck, but the fire truck
could be in the parade. They could also have a police escort.
Councilman Bailey made a motion for the permission of the
parade, seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and passed
unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson had in his possession a letter dated
July 1, 1976, from William L. Wilshire, Jr., Assistant Director,
Traffic Engineering Division, West Virginia Department of
Highways, in regard to speed zoning on West Virginia Route 25
in Nitro. Mayor Gibson briefly summarized the letter and
turned it over to the Traffic Committee for further study. The
Traffic Committee will study the recommendations made and
report back to Council on their decision.
Mayor Gibson reminded Council of the new
Legislation "House Bill 815" for the Police and Fire
Departments. This Legislation is in connection with legal
holidays and compensation for working holidays. Mayor
Gibson asked Councilman at Large Allen, Chairman of the
Ordinance Committee, if he had a recommendation to make.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen recommended that City Attorney
Armada compile an Ordinance in order that the City be in
compliance with House Bill 815. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated it would have to be retroactive as of June 8,
1976, effective date of the Bill.

I
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Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept House
Bill 815, the motion was seconded by Councilman Ritchie
and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson requested that Councilman at
Large Allen give his report on 27th Street being made a
one-way street. Councilman at Large Allen stated the
Traffic Committee had not made a decision on this. They
were waiting for the stop light to be erected at 40th
Street to see what the effect would be on traffic in
this area. Councilman at Large Allen stated further on
the dangerous and hazardous condition of the incline
coming off the dam at Ridenour Memorial Park.
Councilman At Large Allen reminded Council this was a
State Highway, but there were signs of some nature that
needed to warn vehicles of the curves and low berm.
Mayor Gibson recommended Council to reappoint
Judge James H. Crewdson as City Judge. Discussion
followed on the length of the appointment. City Attorney
explained to Council that an appointment by them for any
official was not for a definite length of time.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the appointment
be made. It was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed
Tinanimously.
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Mayor Gibson recommended to Council to reappointc
Frank Armada as City Attorney. Councilman at Large Karnes
made a motion for the reappointment, seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recommended that Appalachian
Engineers be reappointed as City Engineering Firm.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for the
reappointment, seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington
and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson told Council the City had 18
children working on the Summer Youth Program with IK
to the City. Mayor Gibson said he felt the chil "
deserving and he was happy the City was in
the children to work.
Mayor Gibson stated he had t
McKittrick, Attorney for Estill and
this date and Mr. McKittrick info
two contractors surveying the s
Estill and Greenlee, as to cost
soon be resolved.
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Mayor Gibson stated he hav
and they informed him they had recei\t Virginia Water Company regard
ascertaining the old water intake propt

Mayor Gibson informed Council the contractors
had put down the black base on the basketball court, but
there was a wearing course that is yet to be applied to
finish the project, after the black base has set up properly.
No new business or
reports
Councilman at Large Pennington: No new business or
reports
Councilman Bailey: No reports or new business
Councilman Ritchie: Councilman Ritchie asked if
their reports from the
West Virginia Water Company
on the requests for the fire
hydrants in the Brookhaven
area. Mayor Gibson stated
that he had not received any
reports from them as of yet.
Councilman at Large Allen: No new business or
reports
Councilman Miller: Councilman Miller stated he
would like to have the Smith
Street Landfill put on the
Agenda for next Council Meeting,
Councilman Miller also had some
question on procedures at
Ridenour Memorial Park. Mayor
Gibson asked Councilman Miller
to call the Recreation Director
in regard to any complaints
that he receives from the
users of the facilities.
Mayor Gibson requested that
anytime a Councilman receives
a complaint to immediately
contact someone in charge or
to call him so any situation
can be rectified as soon as
possible.
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Councilman At Large Karnes:

Recorder Melton:

I

No new business or reports

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
Adjournment, seconded by Recorder Milton, and passed
lanimously.

I
Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July 20, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on July 20, 1976 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean Miller, and
Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson.

I

APPROVAL OF JULY 6, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy in
the mail for their review. Councilman at Large Allen made
a motion the minutes be approved, the motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller and passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF JUNE, 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Recorder Melton furnished each Councilman with a copy of
the June, 1976, Financial Statement. Mr. Melton made a
motion that the Financial Statement Report be accepted^ and
the motion was seconded by Councilman Karnes and passed
unanimously.
SMITH STREET LANDFILL PROPERTY: Councilman
Miller stated that the people who had contacted him, and
who had stated they would attend the Council Meeting, were
not present. He said there were problems and he felt an
explanation of the use of the landfill property to those
who were supposed to be at the meeting would have been
helpful. Therefore, Councilman Miller made a motion to
refer this matter to the Recreation Committee and the
Garbage-Health and Trash Committee. Councilman at Large
Pennington seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.

I

SPEED ZONING STUDY, WV ROUTE 25, (FIRST AVENUE)
RECOMMENDATION:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a
statement that the Councilmen had received a copy of the
survey made by the West Virginia Department of Highways.
Councilman at Large Allen felt that the recommendation of a
speed limit of 50 miles per hour for all vehicles 300 east
of the intersection with Lock Street, and running east
50 feet west of the intersection with Kapok Street should be
reconsidered.
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Councilman at Large Allen, then, made a motion that Mayor'
Gibson contact The West Virginia Department of Highways and
ask them to reconsider their survey dated July 1, 1976. The
City recommends 40 miles per hour speed limit rather than the
50 miles per hour. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington and passed unanimously. Mayor Gibson stated
that Municipal Judge Crewdson had recommended lowering the
50 mile per hour speed limit to 40 mile per hour previously.
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO "HOUSE BILL 815"
POLICE AND FIREMEN:Mayor Gibson stated that in the absence
of City Attorney, Mr. Armada, that the above subject would
be discussed at a later date at which time Mr. Armada would
be present.
Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter from
Lynn B. Daniels of The Housing And Urban Development in
response to his letter of July 6, 1976 requesting their
concurrence in the deletion of the 2 storm sewers in the
Brookhaven area as CD funded projects. They concurred, and
Lynn B. Daniels wrote, "I commend you on the prompt action
you have taken in putting your CDBG program to use for the
benefit of the citizens of Nitro." A copy of the same is
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
Mayor Gibson stated that, as a result of a meeting
with Mr. Charles C. Steele at City Hall, he had received a
letter from Mr. Charles C. Steele, Deputy Director of The
West Virginia Housing Development Fund dated July 15, 1976.
Mayor Gibson felt that Mr. Steele was optimistic about the
City of Nitro being eligible for a Housing Development for
the elderly. Mayor Gibson said that he considered this to
be one of the primary priorities in the next four years and
wanted to get action.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
table for two weeks discussion that was a result of a
letter from West Virginia Citizen Action Group. The letter
ask for permission to solicit door-to-door for funds.
Councilman at Large Pennington felt that the letter was vague,
and Councilman at Large Allen pointed out that it was also
misleading. Councilman Bailey seconded the motion and it
passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson said that the City had been having a
lot of difficulty with the burglary alarm system, and that
Police Chief Craft had mailed letters to the various business
houses and communication companies and has called a meeting
at 2:00 p.m., July 27, in the Council Chambers to discuss
this matter. Mr. Flanagan, who is with the Department of
Public Safety, and is the communication technician for the
City of Nitro will be present for the meeting.
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Mayor Gibson ask that Mr. Paul R. Hill a former
Councilman of 615 6th Street, be appointed as a member of
The Police Civil Service Commission to fill the vacancy,
which was as a result of Councilman at Large Pennington's
resignation. Councilman Bailey made a motion to appoint
Mr. Paul R. Hill as a member of The Police Civil Service
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson ask for the Committee Chairmen
Reports.
Councilman at Large Karnes:
reports.

No new business or

Councilman at Large Pennington:
or reports.
Councilman Bailey:

I

I

'
No new business

No new business or reports

Councilman at Large Allen: Councilman at Large
Allen introduced Mr. Hanning and Mr. Forest
Lanham who spoke in reference to a petition
requesting that 27th Street be made one way,
from 1st Avenue to 2nd Avenue. The Mayor
said that in time the committee would make
a decision.
Councilman at Large Allen referred the
recommendations on the road coming down off
the crest of the dam at Ridenour Memorial
Park toward 21st Street to Councilman Miller.
Councilman Miller made a motion to erect two
signs, "Slow-Congested Area", and "One Lane
Traffic Ahead." Councilman at Large Allen
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
Councilman Thomas:

No new business or reports

Councilman Miller:

No new business or reports

Recorder Melton: Recorder Melton made a motion
that approximately nine thousand five
hundred twenty-two dollars ($9,522.00) be
allocated to the upgrading of the outside
of the library(Item 57), and that one
hundred dollars ($100.00) be allocated for
office supplies (Item 27). This money
would come from The Coal Severance Tax. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Allen, and passed unanimously. Mr. Melton
further explained that this was an approximate
amount and that the figure had been obtained
by his making a telephone call.
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Mayor Gibson entertained a^motion for adjournment.
Councilman at Large Dr<. Allen made a motion for adjournment,
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and passed
unanimously.
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Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor, City of Nitro
P.O. Box 5l£
Nitro, Vest Virginia 2$ih3
Dear Mayor Gibson:
Subject:

Revision to Nitro CDBG Program
Grant No. B-75-DF-5U-0017
Storm Sewers

This is in response to your letter of July 6, 197& which requests our
concurrence in the deletion of the 2 storm sewers in the Brookhaven area
as CD funded projects. Your letter clearly explains that';the bids
received for the implementation of the CD program exceeded your CDBG funds
by $21,580. We concur in your decision to delete the 2 storm sewers
proposed for the Brookhaven area and accept your statement that the City
of Nitro will fund any other expenses incurred in the execution of the
CDBG Program which are in excess of the BUD grant of $80,000.
You will be receiving under separate cover comments from our Labor Relations
Officer regarding the designation of Nitro Labor Officer and the debarment
status of the lowest responsible bidder.
Please find enclosed copies of Treasury Report GFO-7578 (Request for
Payment on Letter of Credit and Status of Funds Report).
I note with pleasure that you intend to award the project contract by
August 6, 1976. I commend you on the prompt action you have taken in
putting your CDBG program to use for the benefit of the citizens of
Nitro.

Cynn B. Daniels
Program Manager
cc:

Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 3, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 3, 1976 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean
Miller and City Attorney Frank Armada. Absent were Councilman
Ronald Ritchie, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and
Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend Leroy
Beyer of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church.

I

APPROVAL OF JULY 20, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at
Large Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and passed
unanimously.
JULY 1976, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
^following report:
Balance July 1, 1976
Receipts for the Month
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
Balance in savings account

7,912.26
52,437.03
55,850.50
4,498.79
24,679.02

General Fund

ALLEY CONTROVERSY ADJACENT TO PROPERTY SITUATED
ON BLACKWOOD AVENUE: Mr. Armada, City Attorney, stated
that Mr. Ghiz supplied him with a letter dated July 29, 1976
wherein Mr. Ghiz set forth some legal authoritativeness which
Mr. Ghiz felt substantiated his position. A copy of the same
is attached hereto and made a part hereof.Mr. Ghiz was present
in behalf of Mr. and Mrs. William Casto, Mrs Doris Lemon and
Mickey Lemon.
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Mr. Clarence Watt, Attorney at Law, present in
behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Collins felt the the City
should have a "hands-off" policy on the alley matter in
question.
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Mr. Armada stated that the City of Nitro had not
established dominion over the alley, nor had the general
public used the alley. Mr. Armada stated that the matter
would probably have to be settled in court.
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion
that the Council take no action as recommended by Mr. Armada.
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes seconded the motion. All
present voted in favor with the exception of Councilman Dean
Miller who opposed. The motion carried.
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO "HOUSE BILL 815,"
POLICE AND FIREMEN:Mr. Armada stated that the ordinance
amending Article 4 Section 2-4 which the Council had before
them was prepared for first reading, and the ordinance was in
direct compliance with the state law. The City Recorder, Mr.
Melton, read the ordinance which was as follows:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 4 SECTION 2-4
VACATION LEAVE AND PAID HOLIDAYS BY ADDING
THERETO A NEW SUB-PARAGRAPH (D) PERTAINING
TO HOLIDAYS FOR POLICEMEN and FIREMEN.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES,
that certain ordinance identified as Section 2-4

I

vacation leave and paid Holidays be amended by
adding thereto a new -sub-paragraph (D) to read as
follows:
(D) All members of the Nitro Police and
Fire Departments shall, if requested to
work during a legal Holiday as defined
in Section 1, Article 2, Chapter 2, of
the Code of West Virginia as amended, or
if a legal Holiday falls on the members
regularly scheluled day off, be allowed
equal time off at such time as may be
approved by the chief executive officer
of the department under whom he serves,
or in the alternative, shall be paid at
a rate not less than one and one-half
times his regular rate of pay.
This ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon passage.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR '

TOM MELTON, C1TX RECORDER

••
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept the ordinance on first reading. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Homer Thomas, and passed unanimously.
REPORT ON MEETING OF JULY 27. 1976 PERTAINING
TO BURGLARY ALARM SYSTEM: Councilman a t Large Pennington
reported that as a result of the meeting, a letter is
expected from A D T Security Systems specifying what they
have done in Parkersburg and Beckley. Councilman at Large
Pennington suggested the Council should delay any decisions
until the Police Depatment Committee received information
from A D T which could possibly be used as guidelines.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to table any
action until the Police Department Committee had received
the letter from A D T. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Pennington and passed unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter
from Mr. Ron Ritchie, postmarked July 21, 1976, tendering
his resignation. A copy of the letter is attached hereto
and made a part hereof. Mayor Gibson entertained a motion
to accept Mr. Ritchie's resignation. Councilman Miller made
a motion to accept Mr. Ritchie's resignation. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson asked the Council to accept the
appointment of Dr. Guy Cassell to fill the unexpired term
of Mr. Ritchie. Councilman at Large Pennington made a
motion to accept the appointment of Dr. Guy Cassell. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Lyons, principal at
Nitro High School, offered to the City of Nitro the lights
recently taken down from the football field. Councilman at
Large Pennington made a motion to accept the lights. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed
unamiously.
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Mayor Gibson stated that the exterior of the
library should be faced with brick to complement the Nitro
pool building, the Nitro Junior High School and other
buildings in the area. He entertained a motion to have
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. draw up specifications for the
remodeling, and advertise for sealed bids, to be opened at
the first council meeting in September. Councilman Miller
made the motion to have specifications prepared, and
advertised, and to be opened 8:00 p.m. September 7, 1976.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and
passed unanimously.

Mayor Gibson stated that the Council had before
them a copy of an agreement made June 15, 1972, between The
Regional Development Authority of Charleston-Kanawha County,
West Virginia Metropolitan Region, and the Municipality of
Dunbar, and the Municipality of Nitro, and the Municipality
of St. Albans. The RDA is apparently determined to go out
of the landfill business, the Mayor said. Mr. Armada stated
that the City had not received a 60 day notice of the closing
of the landfill. Mayor Gibson stated that St. Albans and
Nitro, and possibly Dunbar may jointly seek a landfill of
their own.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter from Ronald Lyons,
principal of Nitro High School, commending the Nitro Police
Department, and conveying to the officers involved his
"thanks for a job well done." The officers apprehended a
person that broke into Nitro High School, and recovered an
estimated one thousand four hundred dollars ($1,400.00) worth
of sound equipment which had been taken from the school office,
Mr. Ray Ashworth, 322 Parkview Drive, St. Albans
in a letter, dated August 2, 1976, requested permission to
continue last year's project of studying the purple martin
population. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
grant the request. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Karnes and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson entertained a motion to advertise
for sealed bids a 1967 half-ton Chevrolet pick-up truck,
sealed bids to be opened the first council meeting in
September. Councilman at Large Karnes made the motion to
advertise for bids a 1967 half-ton Chevrolet pick-up truck,
with bids to be opened September 7, 1976, at 8:00 p.m. The,
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and
passed unanimously.

i

Councilman Miller made a motion to advertise for
bids a 1961 street sweeper, sealed bads to be opened the
first council meeting in September. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated the problem of the slide on
Harrington Road had not been resolved. Mr. Armada suggested
we do nothing at this time, other than what we have done.
Mr Armada was to contact Parrish McKittrick, attorney for
Estill Greenlee, on the matter.

i
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Mayor Gibson asked for the Committee Chairman
Reports.
Councilman at Large Karnes:

No reports

Councilman at Large Pennington: Councilman at
Large Pennington stated that he had the
honor of representing the Mayor, August 1,
at the Sattes Reunion held at the City Park.
They presented Councilman at Large Pennington
with a map that was Sattes in 1940 and 1941.
He presented the map to the City of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to accept the map and display it in Council
Chambers. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously.
Councilman Thomas:

No reports

Councilman Miller: No reports, but he urged a
meeting of the Recreation Committee and the
Garbage-Health and Trash Committee before
the next council meeting in regard to the
Smith Street landfill property.

I

Recorder Melton:

No reports

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment,
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and passed
unanimously.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER

I

,
I

354

I

I

r
k

I

355

I

NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 17, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on August 17, 1976, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.,
Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Gus Bailey and City Attorney Frank Armada. City Recorder Tom
Melton and Councilman at Large Don Karnes were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson.
Mayor Gibson welcomed Dr. Guy Cassell to the City
Council, as Councilman of the First Ward. Councilman Cassell was
appointed to replace Ronald Ritchie, who had been transferred
to Texas. Mayor Gibson had previously given to Council Members
an up-dated list of the Committees and Members. The up-dated
list is as follows:
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ANNEXATION COMMITTEE
Dr.Guy Cassell(Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Dean Miller
BUILDING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
Gus Bailey (Chairman)
Mel Pennington
Dr. Guy Cassell
BUSINESS AND CIVIC BETTERMENT COMMITTEE
Mel Pennington (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Dr. Guy Cassell
CONSUMER PROTECTION COMMITTEE
Donald Karnes (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Homer Thomas, Jr.
THREE CITY HUMANE ASSOCIATION
Homer Thomas,Jr.(Chairman)
Mel Pennington
Dr. Guy Cassell
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EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE
TO ASSIST KANAWHA COUNTY COURT AND
PUTNAM COUNTY COURT IN THEIR EFFORTS
TO ESTABLISH AN' AMBULANCE SERVICE
Gus Bailey (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Donald Karnes
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
Tom Melton (Chairman)
Donald Karnes
William Gibson
Dr. Guy Cassell
Dr. R. V. Allen
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Mel Pennington (Chairman)
Gus Bailey
Homer Thomas, Jr.
GARBAGE-HEALTH AND TRASH COMMITTEE
Donald Karnes(Chairman)
Dean Miller
William Gibson
INSURANCE COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Donald Karnes
Gus Bailey
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Dr. Guy Cassell (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Gus Bailey
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Dr. Guy Cassell
POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Mel Pennington
William D. Gibson
RECREATION COMMITTEE
Mel Pennington (Chairman)
Dr. R. V. Allen
Donald Karnes

I
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SIDEWALK COMMITTEE
Homer Thomas, Jr. (Chairman)
Dean Miller
Donald Karnes
STORM DRAIN COMMITTEE
Dean Miller(Chairman)
Gus Bailey
Thomer Thomas, Jr.
STREET AND TRAFFIC COMMITTEE
Dr. R. V. Allen (Chairman)
Homer Thomas, Jr.
Mel Pennington
STREET LIGHT-STREET NUMBERING AND
STREET SIGN COMMITTEE
Dean Miller(Chairman)
Donald Karnes
Gus Bailey

I

APPROVAL OF AUGUST 3, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes by mail for their review. Councilman at
Large Allen made a motion the minutes be accepted, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and passed
unanimously.
APPROVAL OF JULY, 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mayor
Gibson stated that Recorder Melton was on vacation and
entertained a motion that the approval of the Financial
Statement be held until the next regular Council Meeting.
Councilman Miller made the motion to hold the Financial
Statement until next Council Meeting, the motion was seconded
by Councilman Thomas, and passed unanimously.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO "HOUSE BILL 815"
POLICE AND FIREMEN: Councilman at Large Allen stated
this was the seconded reading of the ordinance pertaining to
amending Article 4, Section 2-4, which reads as follows:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 4 SECTION 2-4 VACATION LEAVE AND
PAID HOLIDAYS BY ADDING THERETO A NEW SUB-PARAGRAPH (D)
PERTAINING TO HOLIDAYS FOR POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that certain
ordinance identified as Section 2-4 vacation leave and paid
Holidays be amended by adding thereto a new sub-paragraph (D)
to read as follows:

I
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(D) All members of the Nitro Police and Fire
Departments shall, if requested to work during a
legal Holiday as defined in Section 1, Article 2,
of the Code of West Virginia as amended, or if a
legal Holiday falls on the members regularly
scheduled day off, be allowed equal time off at
such time as may be approved by the chief Executive
officer of the department under whom he serves, or
in the alternative, shall be paid at a rate not
less than one and one-half times his regular rate
of pay.

I

This ordinance shall become effective immediately
upon passage.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER

Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to approve
the second reading, the motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas
and passed unanimously.
BURGLARY ALARM SYSTEM UP-DATING: Councilman at Large
Allen stated the present burglary alarm system in the Police
Department had been creating problems and it is necessary to
have it modernized. Councilman at Large Allen stated it was
necessary to have an ordinance prepared in order for the Council
to act on up-dating the system. Councilman at Large Allen
asked City Attorney Armada to have the ordinance ready for the
next Council Meeting for the first reading. Councilman at Large
Allen requested that each Council Member receive a copy for
study before the next regular Council Meeting.
STREET NUMBERING - WASHINGTON AVENUE: Councilman
Miller stated that on Washington Avenue there were two number
1's and .two number 3's and some of the mail was being delivered
to the wrong addresses. Mr. Larry Pauley is one of the number
3's and he would like to have his property designated as 3-A.
Councilman at Large Allen stated this had been before Council
previously on August 5, 1975, and at that time some of the
property owners felt it would be necessary to have their deeds
changed and it would entail legal fees and services. The former
Council recommended that Washington Avenues' numbering system
remain as it had been and not be changed. A letter of
recommendation from the Post Master, and a copy of the minutes
of August 5, 1975 were given to each Councilman verifying
Councilman at Large Allen's remark in reference to the action
of the previous Council.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to stay
with the ruling of the past Council and continue with 1-A and
1-B etc. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen
and passed unanimously.
KANAWHA CABLE TELEVISION COMPANY - REQUEST FOR RAISE
IN RATES: Mr. Don Patton, Manager of Kanawha Cable Television
and Bennett Burgess, Attorney for Kanawha Cable Television
were present to discuss and answer questions pertaining to the
rate increase. Mr. Burgess speaking in behalf of the company
stated this was only the second time the company had to come
before Council to request a rate increase on domestic service.
Mr. Burgess stated that pole rental had increased by a margin
of 407o, this constitutes a major portion of the operating cost
of K.C.TV. As a result of this increase K.C. TV finds themselves
in a position of having to ask for another increase. The increase
would be from $6.25 per month to $6.75. A lengthy discussion
followed on the completed service for Riverdale Acres, litigation
in Washington, D.C. and adding channel 19 from Cincinnati.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to refer the ordinance
to the Ordinance Committee for further study, the motion was
seconded by Councilman Thomas. Councilman Bailey requested that
a stipulation be added or considered by the Ordinance Committee
that construction must be completed by November 1, 1976, or
Council had the right to cancel the approval. The vote was
unanimous.
Mayor Gibson stated he was in possession of two letters
in reference to the Brookhaven Subdivision streets, one dated
August 10, 1976, from Jack D. McGuffey, Professional Engineer,
stating after inspecting the area he felt the slip was primarily
due to improper shelving and benching and could be corrected
for approximately $9,000.00. Mayor Gibson read the accompaning
letter from Parrish McKittrick, Attorney for Estill and Greenlee,
dated August 12, 1976, stating Estill and Greenlee would like
to proceed with the re-establishment of the street in question
upon an agreement submitted from the City of Nitro to the effect:
(a) The City of Nitro will agree to let Mr.
McGuffey manage the work and the City will
give Estill and Greenlee the appropriate permits;
(b) A prior agreement from the City of Nitro to
pay one-half of the costs of repair up to
the maximum of $9,000.00 and
(c) A prior agreement by the City of Nitro to
execute the appropriate documents for the
dedication of the streets in question to the City.
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Mayor Gibson stated he felt the City should get an
independent contractor to give an estimate of the cost of the
of the repair since there had been such variation in figures,
Appalachain Engineers estimated the cost would be approximately
$31,000.00. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to refer
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this matter to the Street Committee for a complete study, the
motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously,
the letters are attached hereto and made a part hereof
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City Attorney Armada stated the City should not enter
in to an agreement or contract until the City's obligations and
responsibilities were firmly established.
Mayor Gibson read a letter from United Way of Kanawha
Valley, Charleston, West Virginia, over the signature of R. F.
Smith, President, asking permission to conduct their campaign
in the City of Nitro. The campaign will begin October 2, and
continue through December 15, 1976. Councilman at Large Allen
made a motion that permission be given, the motion was seconded
by Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson read two letters from Arley K. Cravens,
Pastor of the Nitro Church of God, the first letter dated August
10, 1976, was in behalf of the congregation and himself, thanking
the City Government for permission of the Vacation Bible School
Parade, police escort and the participation of the fire truck.
The second letter from Reverend Cravens commended the
the Nitro Police Department of their alertness and concern for
Church property. The City Police had seen unwarranted lights
on in the church, in the night, and promptly called Reverend
Cravens in order that they could investigate.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:
or new business.

Councilman Miller had no reports

I

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Councilman Thomas stated that he
had some complaints about the new traffic light at 40th Street.
The trees were blocking the view of the traffic light. Mayor
Gibson stated that he concurred with these complaints and
would send the Department of Highways a registered letter requesting
the trees be trimmed.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Allen stated he would like to refer to the Street Sign Committee
the request to erect a "Stop" sign at the end of Bailes Drive
and 39th Street, East, as well as "Children Playing" sign.
Councilman at Large Allen felt these signs were very important
to this area.
Councilman Miller stated he would like to see a sign
erected on an unimproved street in the 1300 block of Main Avenue,
reading Cauffiel Avenue, giving the street its proper identity
for better police protection. After considerable discussion
regarding the importance of the various signs mentioned by
Councilman at Large Allen and Councilman Miller it was decided
that Council would act on the matters. Councilman Bailey made
a motion that the signs be erected, the motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller and passed unanimously.
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Councilman at Large Allen stated he would like some
information on who was stealing the street signs and painting
them. Mayor Gibson stated the "Stop" sign on Red Oak Drive had
been tampered with on several occasions. Mayor Gibson stated
further that a street light was also needed in that area.
Council decided to refer this matter to the Street Light Committee
for further study to see if a new pole would be necessary. It was
also stated that if a pole presently existed that the pole number
should be obtained.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL
or new business.

Councilman Cassell had no reports

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated that the
sign directing traffic to Dunbar is to close to Main Avenue.
Traffic coming off the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge is turning up
Main Avenue. The sign should be placed closer to the Dunbar
turn-off. Councilman Bailey brought to the attention of Council,
two railroad crossings that were in bad need of repair located
in the Kinder's Lane and Owen Street area. Councilman Bailey
stated it was not the actual crossing but the approaches.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington had received the master plan, preliminary drawing
for the recreational facilities at Smith Street land fill that
was proposed by the Harland Barthlowmew and Associates of Atlanta,
Georgia, who is doing the work for the Corp of Engineers from
Huntington. In approximately two weeks there will be a representitive from the Corp of Engineers in Huntington to make an appraisal
of the Smith Street Land fill. Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion to accept the preliminary drawing in order for the
appraisal to be made. Councilman Miller seconded the motion, the
motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Pennington was in possession of a
petition from the residents of 25th Street requesting that 25th
Street be made a one-way street from First Avenue to Second
Avenue. Councilman at Large Pennington requested the petition be
referred to the Street Committee for complete study and recommendation. The original petition is here to attached and made a
part hereof.
Councilman at Large Pennington brought to the attention
of Council that James Arbogast, Minister of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church of Nitro, had been named Minister of the Year
for the Charleston District. Councilman at Large Pennington
requested a letter of congratulations be written to Reverend on
behalf of the Nitro City Council.

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated as Chairman of
the Fire Department Committee, that Chief Kenneth K. King, Nitro
Fire Department had submitted to him the following list of Fire
Hydrants needed in Nitro. The list is presented in order of
priority. Councilman at Large Pennington pointed out . the fact
that 40th Street was one of the streets with top priority, and
felt this was very much in order since this area had such high
insurance rates.
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FIRE HYDRANT'S PRIORITY FOR THE
CITY OF NITRO
1.

Broadway Avenue across street from #106 Broadway Avenue.

2.

Dogwood Avenue at Washington Avenue.

3.

40th Street Road every 800 feet from Easter Road to
State Route #62. (6 plugs)

4.

Norwood Road every 800 feet from existing hydrant, which
is located at Norwood Road and Brookhaven Drive.

5.

Barrington Road

6.

First Avenue at 4114 First Avenue.

7.

800 feet East of hydrant a Benamati and Walker at about
1220 Main Avenue.

8.

800 feet of hydrant at Lock Street and Main Avenue, about
143 Main Avenue.

9.

800 feet from hydrant at 31st Street and Second Avenue
toward Pine Grove Addition.

at Brentwood Road.

(2 plugs)

10.

800 feet from hydrant at 21st Street and Third Avenue down
Third Avenue about 2340 Third Avenue

11.

Kapok Street and First Avenue

12.

800 feet East of hydrant at 1100 First Avenue, South.

13.

Park Avenue and llth Street, West

14.

18th Street and First Avenue

15.

15th Street and Park Avenue.

I

(Library)

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington then read a letter from the
West Virginia Water Company dated August 6, 1976, addressed to
Kenneth K. King, Fire Department Chief. The letter gave an estimate
of $11,000.00 for several hydrants there were needed. Six were
for Easter Road and 40th Street, two for Brentwood, two for
Barrington Road and one for Norwood Road. The letter is attached
hereto and made a part hereof.
^
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion for adjournment, the
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and passed unanimously.

WILLIAMMD. GIBSON, MAYOR

\M MELTON, CITY RECORDER

I

I

364

I

I

I

yauana>n/
a

August 12, 1976
Sfi. S»*. " t

304

Mayor William Gibson
City of Nitro
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia
Dear Bill:

I

Herewith., please find enclosed an appraisal by Jack
D. McGuffey, P. E. , which was submitted to Paul Greenlee
concerning an inspection of the condition of the street in
Brookhaven Subdivision. >Ir. McGuffey, a Registered Professional
Engineer, who currently handles construction projects for
Estill & Greenlee, feels the slippage can be corrected for a
cost of approximately $9,000.00. Estill & Greenlee would like
to immediately proceed with the re-establishment of the street
in question upon an agreement submitted to us from the City of
Nitro to the effect:
(a) The City of Nitro" will agree to let Mr.
McGuffey manage the work and the City will
give Estill & Greenlee the appropriate
permits;
(b) A prior agreement from the City of Nitro to
pay one-half of the costs of repair up to
the maximum of $9,000.00; and
(c) A prior agreement by the City of Nitro
to execute the appropriate documents for
the dedication of the streets in question
to the City.
I would appreciate your submitting these proposals to
City Council for their approval and then contacting me as soon
as possible.
Thank you for your continued cooperation concerning
this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me at
your convenience.

Very truly

I

(
If McKittrick
Parrish
PMcK/mm
Enc.

*Ua Z5177
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RAPID
REAL
ESTATE
RESULTS

Estill&
Greenlee

212 ROANE ST.
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 25302
(304) 343-4411
806 CROSS LANES DR.
NITRO, W. VA. 25143
(304) 776-4892

REALTORS
August 10, 1976

WINF1ELD INTERCHANGE
RT. 34 — BOX 4161
HURRICANE, W. VA. 25526
(304) 755-3386
1034 BRIDGE RD.
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 25314
(304) 343-8831

Mr. Paul Greenlee, President
Estill & Greenlee, Inc.
21 2 Roane Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25302
Re:

610-B "D" STREET
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W. VA. 25303
(304) 744-9445

BROOKHAVEN SUBDIVISION

Dear Mr. Greenlee:
I inspected the condition existing in the street
in Brookhaven Subdivision this morning, along with Mr.
Allen VanHorn, P.E., of VTN, Inc.

I

We "both
improper shelving
fill operations.
the fill area and

feel that the slip is primarily due to
and benching of undisturbed grades during
This will be verified after cutting out
replacement.

The piping and catch basin should be able to be
salvaged without difficulty. Only a small portion of the
concrete street will have to be removed since the subgrade under the street appears to be in good condition.
By utilizing Pinch Paving and Excavating Company
now working for you on your Hunters Ridge project we feel
the problem can be corrected for a cost of approximately
$9,000.00. We would expect to obtain extra fill material
from your property in the vicinity.
Please let me know if I
in this matter.

of further service

ack D. McGuffey, P.E.
JDM:g

t

THE RESIDENTS OF 25th STREET, NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA,
REQUEST THAT OUR STREET BE MADE ONE WAY

t

West Virginia Water Company
KANAWHA VALLEY DISTRICT
AN AMERICAN WATER WORKS SYSTEM COMPANY
BOX 1906

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25327

(304)

344-US31

August 6, 197.6
125 - 443

Mr. Kenneth K. King, Fire Chief
Nitro Fire Department
P. O. Box 515
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mr. King:
Subject:

f

Request for Cost Estimates
for Fire Hydrants in the
City of Nitro, West
Virginia.

We have completed our engineering study referred to in
our letter to you dated April 20, 1976 relative to Items #2, 3 and 4.
We submit the following cost estimate:
1.)

Item #2 - Fire hydrants along 40th
Street Road Tr-nr'jfcBfffiP^ ' ^frr-Yin Easter
Road to State Route #62 and one
additional hydrant on Easter Road
(six hydrants)
. $ 7,500

2.)

Item #3 - Barrington and Brentwood
Road, two fire hydrants @ 800 ft.
spacing

2,400

Item #4 - Norwood Road, one fire
hydrant @ 800 ft. spacing

1,200

3.)

Estimated Total

t

$11,100

The above proposed fire hydrants will provide for a minimum
fire flow of 500 gpm at 20 psi residual pressure.
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Mr. Kenneth K. King
Nitro, West Virginia 25143

- 2 -

August 6, 1976
125 - 443

The requested fire hydrant, under Item #8, on Penwood Avenue,
800 ft. from Short Street, will require 450' of 8" water main along
Blake Drive from Third Avenue and will be located at an elevation of
690'+. This will only provide for a fire flow of approximately 235 gpm
@ 20 psi residual pressure. We, therefore, feel that the estimated cost
of $9,300 is somewhat impractical since the fire flows would still be
substandard to the required 500 gpm @ 20 psi.
After reviewing our proposal, please advise our office in
writing as to which of the above fire hydrant installations, including
those covered in our letter dated April 20, 1976, you wish to authorize
the Water Company to install at this time.

f

If you have any questions relative to this matter, please
contact our office.
Very truly yours,

D. K. Carr
Operations Manager
DKCrib
cc:

f

Mr. R. S. Dawson
Mr. B. B. Galford
Mr. A. C. Nutter
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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SEPTEMBER 7, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on September 7, 1976, at 8:00 P.M.
Present were the Honorable William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus Bailey,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell and City Attorney Frank Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William
D. Gibson with Reverend Arley Cravens of the Nitro Church of God
in charge of the invocation.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 17, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each member of Council had received
a copy of the minutes by mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be accepted, Councilman Bailey
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
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APPROVAL OF JULY 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Recorder
Melton stated he was on vacation at the previous Council meeting
and the approval of the July Financial Statement was held over
to this meeting for any questions the Council may have. There were
no questions and Recorder Melton made a motion the Financial
Statement be approved. Councilman at Large Karnes seconded the
motion which passed unanimously.
AUGUST 1976, FINANCIAL_REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton, Recorder
and Chairman of the Finance Committee gave the following report:
Balance August 1, 1976
Receipts for the month
Disbursements
Balance in Checking Account
Balance in Savings Account

I

4,498.79
76,192.09
41,450.01
39,240.87
24,679.02

General Fund

SEALED BIDS ON 1967 CHEVROLET HALF-TON PICKUP TRUCK:
Councilman at Large Dr.Allen,Chairman of the Street
Committee stated that we had received three sealed bids on the
Chevrolet truck which he passed to Councilman Miller, Councilman
Thomas and Councilman at Large Karnes. Councilman Miller opened
the first bid from Mark D. Matheny of Route 2, Box 120, Hurricane,
WV, in the amount of $151.00. Councilman Thomas opened the second
bid from Arthur Cole of 813 Chestnut Street, South Charleston, WV,
in the amount of $105.00. Councilman at Large Karnes opened the
third bid from Golden Willis. Mr. Willis had not included his
address, only his telephone number 755-3892. Mr. Willis was
highest bidder with $156.97. Councilman at Large Allen made a
motion to accept the highest bid of Mr. Willis with the provision
that the money would be submitted in a specified length of time or
the truck would be sold to the second highest bidder. Councilman
Thomas seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.
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SEALED BIDS FOR SALE OF 1961 STREET SWEEPER: Councilman
at Large Dr\Allen stated there were no bids submitted for the
street sweeper and made a motion that the street sweeper be advertised
again with the bids to be opened at the regular Council Meeting on
October 5, 1976. Councilman Miller seconded the motion and the
motion passed unanimously.
FIRST READING OF RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO
DEPARTMENT ALARM SYSTEM^Councilman at Large Dr.
that City Attorney Armada had prepared a Resolution
the Police Department to act on their Alarm System
City Recorder Melton to read the Resolution aloud.
read as follows:
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POLICE
Allen stated
in order for
and asked
The Resolution

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A CENTRAL BURGLARY
ALARM SIGNAL RECEIVING SYSTEM
WHEREAS, the City is presently permitting the use of
space in Police Department Headquarters for the installation and
maintenance of certain various burglary alarm systems, and
WHEREAS, said alarm systems have not, at all times,
properly functioned due to the various and sundry types of connections
made to said alarm system, and
WHEREAS, the public safety of the City would best be
promoted by replacing said system with a uniform central signal
receiving alarm system providing for one hookup for each facility
to be protected, and

•
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WHEREAS, A.D.T. Security Systems Inc., is desirous of
installing a central signal receiving alarm system to be paid for
by the subscribers to said service.
THEREFORE, the City Council of rhe City of Nitro, Kanawha
and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, does hereby resolve as follows:
1. That they will permit A.D.T. Security Systems, Inc.,
to install a central signal receiving alarm system hookup in the
headquarters of the Nitro Police Department.
2. That all persons, firms, associations and incorporations
subscribing to said service and connecting to such alarm systems shall
utilize and install without expense to the City a 131 Ademco module
which shall be maintained by the subscriber owner of said hookup.
3. That in the event there should occur a total of four_
(4) false alarms in any one calendar month from any such installation
the owner subscriber of said hookup shall pay unto the City of Nitro
a penalty of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) per response for any
additional responses occuring within that calendar month whether
such further responses be a false alarm or actual emergency.

••
•
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4. That in the event of a tsfcal of four (4) false
alarms per calendar month for two (2) consecutive calendar months,
the City may, at it's option, cause the owner subscriber of said
hookup to remove such equipment and to discontinue service.
5. The .City of Nitro hereby expressly reserves the right,
for good cause shown, to require the said A.D.T. Security Systems,
Inc. to remove it's equipment in Police Headquarters when, in the
opinion of Council, said system is not properly providing the
service for which it's installation is being permitted.
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Councilman at Large Allen made a motion to accept this
as the first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter dated
August 22, 1976, from Eloise L. Ord, President of the Rock Branch
Elementary P.T.A asking permission for the P. T. A. to solicit
for donations in the Nitro area for their annual school carnival.
Councilman Miller made a motion the permission be granted, the
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed
unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson had also received a letter from Mrs. Paul
Spangler, Chairman of the Jr. Department of Woman's Club of Nitro,
dated August 30, 1976. Mrs. Spangler asked permission to conduct
a door-to-door campaign for "The Breath of Life Week" by the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. The date for the campaign is September
11-24, 1976. Councilman at Large Allen made a motion this request
be granted. Councilman Bailey seconded the motion, the motion
passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated he had received several letters
pertaining to various phases of City projects. Mayor Gibson read
excerpts of the letters and asked that they be briefly explained
in the minutes and further requested that the letters be filed
in a folder to be kept in the City Recorders. A brief summary
of the letters follows:
1. The first letter dated August 13, 1976, over the
signature of Joseph S. Jones, West Virginia Department of Highways,
in reference to a traffic signal at intersection of West Virginia
Route 25 and Center Street. Mr. Jones stated in the letter it
would probably be in mid 1977 before the design and plans could
be completed.
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2. The second letter was addressed to Appalachian Engineers
Inc., dated August 13, 1976, from Kenneth M. Dunn Company, Inc.
This letter is in reference to the repair and/or replacing the
pavement over the sewer lines on the following streets for a sum
of $4.00 per L.F.

368
Cleveland Avenue

Michigan Avenue

Red Oak Drive

31st Street

Washington Avenue
Dupont Drive
Blackwood Lane

Old 40th Street
Easter Road
Hickory Road
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3. The third letter was addressed to Mayor Gibson, dated
August 18, 1976, from Ken F. Kobetsky, Director of Traffic
Engineering Division of the West Virginia Department of Highways.
Mr. Kobetsky stated a survey of Railroad Crossing Standardization
indicated that Nitro would need 10 signs and 1 pavement marking.
The Federal Government provides 90% of the cost and the City the
remaining 10%. The total cost to the City is $82.00. The
installation of signs and markings would begin before December 1, 1976.
4. The fourth letter addressed to Mayor Gibson dated
dated August 18, 1976, over the signature of Robert Y. Hayne
of Appalachian Engineers, Inc., is in reference to the landfill
project at the Sattes Property on Route 25. Mr. Hayne stated
in his opinion the landfill operation of the Sattes property
would have no signficant effect on the Weather Tite property.
5. Mayor Gibson stated he had written a letter to Mr.
William S. Ritchie
Jr., Commissioner, WVA Department of Highways
requesting the trees be trimmed back at the traffic light at 40th
Street and Route 25. Mayor Gibson stated he mailed the letter
return receipt requested, and the signed receipt had been returned to him. Mayor Gibson stated that as of this date he had
not received a reply.
6. Mayor Gibson read a letter from the Honorable Arch
A. Moore, Jr., Governor of West Virginia, in response to the
Mayor's letter of July 31, 1976, concerning sanitary waste disposal.
Governor Moore stated the alternative and effective solution to
sanitary and solid waste disposal was not yet in sight.
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7. Mayor Gibson was in possession of two letters concerning
the Nitro Maintenance Garage. Both letters were over the signature
of Robert Y. Hayne. Mr. Hayne had written to Mr. Frank Armada,
City Attorney, on August 24, 1976, pertaining to Meade Construction
Company for the discussion of settlement and the release of Meade
Construction Company's Performance Bond.
8. My Hayne's second letter was written to William H.
Jones, Jr., Attorney for Meade Construction Company. Mr. Hayne
stated that he would be in contact with Mr. Jones as soon as he
could make a convenient appointment with Mr. Armada, for all
concerned
9. Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter from
Marge Sales of Nitro Community Schools, dated August 27, 1976.
The letter was in reference to the Community School's progress and
their up-coming budget for 1976-77 year. Mayor Gibson also had
a letter from William W. Fortune, Community School Supervisor,
announcing the formation of a Family Recreation Night. The time
will be from 6:; 30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. on each Monday night that
school is in session beginning September 20, 1976.

I
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10. Mayor Gibson read excerpts from a letter over the
signature of Don Patten, Manager of Kanawha Cable Vision,
dated September 9, 1976. Mr. Patten stated in his letter that
F.C.C. had granted permission to add WXIX channel 19 to their
system, and they would be able to retain channels 5 and 6.
Mr. Patten further stated construction for River Dale Acres
should begin by the end of September.
Mayor Gibson again read the letter from Kenneth M.
Dunn Company, Inc. in its entirety in reference to the repair
and/or replacement of pavement over the sewer lines the company
had installed. The following residents of this area were
present for discussion:
Mr.Homer Zigler of Kanawha Avenue, South
Mr. Elbert Flanagan of 703 Kanawha Avenue, South
Mr. 0. B. Meadows 407 Kanawha Avenue, South
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bird Kanawha Avenue South
Mr. E. L. Goodwin of 103 Cleveland Avenue
Mr. Mervin Gibson of Cleveland Avenue
Mayor Gibson had each person present state their concern
and interest for the repair and/or replacement of pavement needed.
A lengthy discussion followed on the potholes, manholes, drainage
systems and general damage of the streets.
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City Attorney Armada stated one of the most difficult
problems whether it be a paving project or sewer project is to
determine what caused certain damages. Also damages have to be
documented, as specifically what damages was caused by the
construction, and not normal wear. Mr. Armada further stated
that Kenneth M. Dunn Company would be obligated to make any
repairs to private property that were caused by the construction.
Mayor Gibson stated he appreciated the questions,
comments and suggestions that the various citizens brought forth,
stating that they would be helpful in dealing with the engineering
firm and the contractor. Mayor Gibson stated further that
Kenneth M. Dunn was very anxious to start the repair work on the
streets. Mayor Gibson stated that he did not know where the work
would begin, but that it would probably begin in the next two
weeks.
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Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter from Mr.
John Lilly, President of the Nitro Midget Football League, dated
August 25, 1976, asking permission for Nitro City Park for
practice.
Mayor Gibson said a vote of Council was not necessary;
it was just a routine letter for permission to use Nitro City Park.
Mayor Gibson explained further that the league also was allowed
to ask for donation for parking on the parking lots during High
School football games and if Council had no objections the league
would continue this practice. There were no objections or
questions.
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Mayor Gibson stated he had several telephone calls about
the school buses using 18th Street during the school session.
Mayor Gibson stated some of the residents suggested the buses
rotate streets each school year. Councilman Thomas stated he
also had several telephone calls, but as far as he could see
there was no simple solution. Mayor Gibson asked the Traffic
Committee to take this under advisement.
RECORDER MELTON:
new business.

A
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Recorder Melton had no reports or

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that the
"Stop" sign on Red Oak Street and Old County Road had been
completely painted over, and he recommended that a new sign be
erected and a street light installed. Councilman Miller stated
that a pole would have to be erected for the street light.
Councilman Miller made a motion the new "Stop" sign be erected
and a street light installed at this intersection, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed unanimously.
Councilman Miller asked if Mayor Gibson would write the
Department of Highways and request the Dunbar sign be moved from
the Corner of Main and Center Avenue to the other side of the railroad tracks. Councilman Miller made this request in form of a motion,
the motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:
or reports.

Councilman Thomas had no new business

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that he had a conference with the City Attorney
regarding the slip on Harrington Road and would like for Mr. Armada
to elaborate on this subject.
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City Attorney Armada explained briefly that an inspection
of the slip had been made by Jack D. McGuffey, Professional
Engineer, employed by Estill & Greenlee.
Mr. McGuffey reported that his professional opinion was
the slip was caused by improper shelving and benching of the road
prior to the pavement. Therefore, it was Mr. Armada's opinion that
any fault lies with the developer and the City has no responsibility
or obligation. City Attorney Armada stated the City had the right
to take a position of not being liable and not participate in the
expenditureof any funds.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that these residents
needed help and ask if there was anyway it could be done legally.
City Attorney Armada stated that the City could possibly take a
position of moral obligation.

I
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also brought to the
attention of Council there had been two accidents involving
children riding their bicycles on City Streets in the business
area. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen requested the news media to
help by an article in the paper stating there is an Ordinance
against riding on sidewalks.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated the problem of
cars and trucks blocking streets was arising again and he felt
the law should be enforced on this.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that the Community
School had increased their budget and he would like to meet
with the Financial Committee to decide what the City can do.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that Mr. Don
Patten, Manager of Kanawha Cable Vision and Attorney Bennett
Burgess were present in reference to an increase in rates they
had presented to Council on August 17, 1976. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that he and City Attorney Armada were
working on the Ordinance to present to Council and it would be
ready as soon as possible.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
no reports or no new business.

Councilman Dr. Cassell had

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey requested the
Mayor to write a letter to the Department of Highways to paint
Route 25 at the North end of Center Street. The traffic merges
from two lanes at this point into one lane and the pavement is
unmarked. There is only one graphic sign to indicate the merging
of traffic and there has been a number of accidents in this area.
Mayor Gibson said he would be glad to write the letter and
requested Councilman Bailey's assistance, to make certain the
letter was properly worded.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington expressed his gratitude to the Fire Department and
Police Department on their promptness when they were needed.
Councilman at Large Pennington had needed their assistance, the
Fire Department was there in two minutes and the Police Department
as there in three minutes. Within twenty-for hours the Police
Department had apprehended the three youths responsible for the fire.
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Mayor Gibson stated he would like to reinstate the
practice of using the fire whistle as a curfew time signal.
The curfew hours would be 10 o'clock p.m. Sunday through Thursday
and 11 o'clock p.m. on Firday and Saturday. Alll minors would have
to be off the streets at this time unless they were accompanied
by an adult. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to this
effect, the motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and passed
unanimously.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes stated there is a considerable amount of vandalism in the City
and some of the paper boys are getting accused of being responsible. Councilman at Large Karnes felt that it may be helpful
if the news media would furnish paper boys with some identification.
Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. Romie Hughart in reference
to the Antique Car Show to be held September 11, 1976. Mr. Hughart
stated Councilman at Large Dr. Allen would be Parade Marshall and
Mayor Gibson was asked to make the welcoming address again. Mr.
Hughart also expressed his gratitude to the IFire Department, Police
Department and Street Department for their help and participation.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment, the motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and
passed unanimously.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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SEPTEMBER 21, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on September 21, 1976, at 8:00 P.M.
Present were the Honorable William D. Gibson, City Recorder
Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., and City Attorney Frank
Armada. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington and Councilman Dean
Miller were absent.
The Honorable Mayor William D. Gibson called the meeting
to order. The Reverend Arley K. Cravens, Pastor of the Nitro
Church of God, gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 7, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each member of Council had received
a copy of the minutes by mail for their review. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be accepted, the motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
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APPROVAL OF AUGUST 1976, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mayor
Gibson stated each Council Member had received a copy of the
August 1976, Financial Statement for their review. Recorder
Melton made a motion the Financial Statement be approved, the
motion was seconded by Councilman, at Large Karnes and passed
unanimously.
SECOND READING OF RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO POLICE
DEPARTMENT ALARM SYSTEM:Mayor Gibson asked Recorder Melton to
read the resolution for the second reading. Recorder Melton
read the resolution as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A CENTRAL BURGLARY
ALARM SIGNAL RECEIVING SYSTEM
WHEREAS, the City is presently permitting the use.of
space in Police Department Headquarters for the installation and
maintenance of certain various burglary alarm systems, and
WHEREAS, said alarm systems have not, at all times,
properly functioned due to the various and sundry types of connections made to said alarm system, and
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WHEREAS, the public safety of the City would best be
promoted by replacing said system with a uniform central signal
receiving alarm system providing for one hookup for each facility
to be protected, and
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WHEREAS, A.D.T. Security Systems Inc., is desirous of
installing a central signal receiving alarm system to be paid for
by the subscribers to said service.
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THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Nitro, Kanawha
and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, does hereby resolve as follows:
1. That they will permit A.D.T. Security Systems, Inc.,
to install a central signal receiving alarm system hookup in the
headquarters of the Nitro Police Department.
2. That all persons, firms, associations and incorporations subscribing to said service and connecting to such alarm
systems shall utilize and install without expense to the City a 131
Ademco module which shall be maintained by the subscriber owner of
said hookup.
3. That in the event there should occur a total of four
(4) false alarms in any one calendar month from any such installation
the owner subscriber of said hookup shall pay unto the City of Nitro
a penalty of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) per response for any
additional responses occuring within that calendar month whether
such further responses be a false alarm or actual emergency.
4. That in the event of a total of four (4) false
alarms per calendar month for two (2) consecutive calendar months,
the City may, at its option, cause the owner subscriber of said
hookup to remove such equipment and to discontinue service.

I

5. The City of Nitro hereby expressly reserves the
right, for good cause shown, to require the said A.D.T. Security
Systems, Inc., to remove its equipment in Police Headquarters when,
in the opinion of Council, said system is not properly providing
the service for which its installation is being permitt
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the Resolution
be passed for the second reading, the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed unanimously.
SEALED BIDS FOR REMODELING OF EXTERIOR OF LIBRARY BULIDING:
Councilman Dr. Cassell , Chairman of the Library Committee,"
stated that only one bid had been received for the remodeling and
ask Councilman Bailey to open the bid. Councilman Bailey read aloud
the bid from Ed-Pat Construction Company of $24,900.00. Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion that since the bid was so much greater
than the sum of capital that was allocated in the budget for the
project that the bid be rejected; and further that the City advertise
for bids again, using the same specifications, with bid to be opened
at the regular scheduled Council Meeting on October 19, 1976, at
8:00 o'clock, p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen and passed unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson recognized a delegation of residents from
18th Street, which were present for the discussion of school buses
and heavy truck using their street for egress and exit. Those
present were Dorothy Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tidd, Mr. and
Mrs. Albert Harmon and Mr. Charles Smith.
Mrs. Davis, spokeswoman for the residents, stated that
all the school buses going to Nitro Elementary and Nitro High
School used their street on a daily basis and it was causing
considerable damage to the street and they were responsible for
the paying of the pavement repairs. Several alternatives were
discussed on re-routing the buses and painting some of the curb
on 19th Street at Second Avenue in order for the buses to be able
to make the turn more easily into Second Avenue from 19th Street.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street
and Traffic Committee, stated that he would contact the Kanawha
County Board of Education and the citizens in the area and
discuss the situation with them. Councilman at Large Allen
stated he would try to have a solution to this problem within the
next two months. Councilman at Large Allen further stated there
were many other traffic problems of concern, the Traffic Committee
was attempting to solve. Mayor Gibson stated that traffic
problems were in many areas of the City.
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had given each Councilman
a copy of a letter from Nitro Community School asking the City
for $1,500.00 donation. Recorder Melton stated that only $1,000.00
had been allocated in the Revenue Sharing Budget for this purpose.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that $500.00
be donated now, the remaining $500.00 be donated the first of
1977; and the remaining $500.00 would have to wait until the
Financial Committee could evaluate the results of the Revenue
Sharing Budget as the months of this fiscal year advances further.
Councilman Bailey seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. William Fortune, Community
School Supervisor. Mr. Fortune was present to explain the new
Family Night, Industrial Night, and proposed Summer Program.
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Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter and several
attachemnts dated September 13, 1976, over the signature of Mr.
Harold W. Beemer, Chief, Engineering Division, Department of the
Army, Huntington District, Corps of Engineers, Huntington, WV,
regarding the development of the Smith Street Landfill as a
recreational facility, including a boat marina. Mayor Gibson
read the letter and attachments verbatim which contained a
complete discription of the future recreational facilities and
boat marina for this area. The discription reads as follows:
NITRO SITE: The Nitro site (shown on Exhibit 5) is
conceived to be an all-purpose facility with emphasis on water
recreation access.
a. Location - Within the City of Nitro (population
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8,019 - 1,316 within Putnam County, 6,703 within Kanawha County)
on the right bank of the Kanawha River at river mile 44.2, the Kitro
site is combined from that of an abandoned water intake plant and a
completed sanitary land fill. Access is from Main Street near
both the center of the Nitro population, another major park
(not water related), schools and other civic building. Nitro is
13 miles above the Winfield Dam and 16 miles downstream from
Charleston.
b.

H
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Physical characteristics relative to development

1. Size and configuration - The Nitro Site is an irregularly
shaped parcel comprising 4.5 acres extending 750 feet from the river
and averaging 200 feet in width. A spur of land along the river
bank gives the site over 500 feet of river frontage.
2. Topography - Elevations range from 575 near the river
to 585 near Main Street. The terrain is gently rolling; it is a
former sanitary land fill, shaped to provide surface drainage. Normal
river pool elevation is 566.
3. Vegetative cover - Trees and river bank brush exist
within the first 100 feet from the river and the remainder is bare
of vegetation. Nice trees exist around much of the boundary.
4. Other uses - The site is not presently used except for
a small play court in one corner of the site. This is compatible
with the proposed uses. Surrounding uses are residential. The
spur of river frontage contains an abandoned water intake structure not
now in use but which (from exterior inspection) appears to be
structurally sound.
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5. Access to the river - There is no impedence to access
to the river. The bank is gentle and the grade differential from
normal pool is not too great for a launching ramp.
6. Location of channel line - The river at normal pool is
approximately 700 feet wide at this location and the channel line is
450 from the site or two-thirds of the way toward the other bank.
C.

Environmental characteristics relative to development

1. Erosion, wind and wave action - The bank in this
location is relatively stable, with vegetation to help protect from
erosion for much of the river frontage. There is always wave action
from barge traffic but the distance to the channel line helps to
reduce the effect from waves caused by traffic.
2. Flooding - Much of the site is subject to the 100 year
flood of elevation 586. Twenty-five year flood elevation is 583, twenty
year 577, ten year 576, five year 574 and two year 572. Structures
should be designed accordingly but the flood frequency and depth are
not considered serious enough to preclude use of the site for uses
which can stand infrequent flooding.
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3. Interference from commercial navigation - There
is ever-present commercial navigation on this part of the river
but it is not considered incompatible with the proposed uses.
Traffic is normally maintained closer to the opposite bank.
There is a shoal of less than the maintained 9 foot channel depth
for approximately 100 feet from the shore at normal pool which
would preclude commercial navigation from coming close to this site.
4. Pollution - Water and air quality have been discussed
for the entire pool and apply accordingly to this site. No specific
point source of pollution exists.
D. Description of Plan - All indicated facilities
are proposed for initial development; the needs analysis for
Putnam and Kanawha Counties indicates need in excess of all proposed recreation facilities in the Winfield Pool Master Plan.
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The major objective of the Nitro plan is to take advantage of the ideal access to the river afforded by the relatively
gentle bank and the expanse of the river frontage available.
Two boat launching ramps with a courtesy pier and a boat dock for
transient boaters are provided. A picnic area in a wooded river
front site is included which will hold 4 picnic units. Parking
for 50 cars and trailers (25 per launching ramp) and 45 car
parking spaces are provided. One picnic shelter with 10 tables
for non-boaters is provided on a part of the site farther from the
river. One comfort station is provided for the entire site.
The existing paved play court would remain as part of the play
ground.
An existing Appalachian Power Company transformer
substation would be retained on the site. It is located in a
corner and constitutes no impedence.
The abandoned water intake structure on the river bank
appears to be structurally sound and might be renovated for a
water-related or recreational use such as power squadron meeting
place, Coast Guard safety classes or a yacht club facility if
docks were added. The location and facility would make an excellent
fueling station for boats. There is a critical need for fuel
sources on the river. Mitch's Marina at St. Albans is currently
the only source in the Winfield Pool. A structural analysis is
necessary and concurrence by the city before a definite use can be
proposed.
All required utilities exist at the site.
There are no off-site uses which would adversely affect
the site for the proposed uses. Concurrently, the proposed uses
would be compatible with surrounding uses.
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E. Status of participation - The City of Nitro verbally
has indicated interest in sharing the cost of proposed development
and operation. The City owns the land, which it would contribute
toward its share of development costs. It is understood that
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tennis courts and possible fuel facilities would not be subject to
cost sharing funds.
Mayor Gibson stated this would not obligate the City
•in any respect at this time. The Huntington District Corps of
Engineers were just requesting approval of their Master Plan as
it is to date. The City Officials all seemed very enthused with
the Corps of Engineers report. Councilman at Large Allen made a
motion to let the Huntington Corps of Engineers continue with the
development of the plans, the motion was seconded by Councilman
Thomas and passed unanimously.

•
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Mayor Gibson stated he had written a letter to William
Ritchie, Department of Highways, in regard to the low hanging
tree limbs that are blocking the view of the traffic light at
40th Street, and Mr. Ritchie replied to the letter stating he had
turned the matter over to Mr. Laymon Smith, District Engineer,and
the trees would be trimmed as soon as possible.
Mayor Gibson stated he had also written a letter to
Mr. Ken F. Kobetsky, Director of Traffic Engineering, about the
"Dunbar" sign at Center Street and Main Avenue being moved.
Mayor Gibson stated he had received a letter from
Appalachian Power Company stating thay had established a collection
agency at the Bank of Nitro. Mayor Gibson stated that he had been
informed that all utilities could now be paid at the Bank of Nitro
with the exception of C & P Telephone Company and Kanawha Cable
Vision.
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Mayor Gibson stated he had attended a meeting at the
Capitol Building with representatives from Core of Engineers concerning the Flood Insurance Program. Mayor Gibson stated approximately one year age the Federal Government forced a Flood Insurance
Program on cities throughout the United States. Mayor Gibson said
the City had disapproved of the original Flood Prone Map for this
area, and had Appalachian Engineers to do considerable research as
to the Federal Government's findings. As a result of the research
the Federal Government revised their Map thereby saving the property
owners of Nitro approximately $40,000.00. Mayor Gibson stated that from
all indications the Government was continuing their flood prone
study in this area; it appeared that there would be a better insurance
rating in the future for the City of Nitro.
Mayor Gibson stated he had a copy of a letter sent to
Valley Development of West Virginia, Inc., over the signature of
Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, requesting extreme care
and traffic control during the installation of the Brookhaven Storm
Sewer which should be under construction soon.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large Karnes
stated that some of the residents on 28th Street had requested a
street light at 28th Street and Third Avenue. Councilman at Large
Karnes further stated that there were some requests for a sign at
the corner of Pennwood and Short Street and requested the Street
Light and Street Sign Committee to take these two matters under
advisement.
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated he and
Mayor Gibson had not had the opportunity to write the letter
to the Department of Highways regarding the intersection at the
North end of Center Street and Route 25. Mayor Gibson said he
would call the Department regarding the situation and follow
up with a letter to them.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
no reports or new business.

Councilman Dr. Cassell had

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen asked City Attorney Armada if he had any contact
with the attorney for Estill & Greenlee. City Attorney Armada
stated he had spoken to Mr. McKittrick, attorney for Estill &
Greenlee, on the Barrington Raod situation and Mr. McKittrick
had cited some authority on case laws. Mr. Armada stated he
was in process of doing research on the citation and he is
to get back in touch with Mr. McKittrick and give him his
opinion.
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Councilman at Large Alen then asked City Attorney
Armada if he had the opportunity to review the proposed
ordinance which had been presented to City Council for consideration
by Kanawha Cable Vision. City Attorney Armada stated that Mr.
Bennett Burgess, Attorney for Kanawha Cable Vision was present
present to ask Council to make two amendments in the proposed
Oridnance that was orginally submitted. The two amendments were:
Change the beginning increase in monthly charges from October 1,
1976, to November 1, 1976; and change the increase from $6.75 per
month to $6.50 per month. Attorney Bennett Burgess requested
Council to have the first reading of the proposed ordinance at
this meeting. City Recorder Melton read the Ordinance as amended
as follows:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO KANAWHA CABLE
TELEVISION COMPANY A FRANCHISE TO ERECT AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OF
DISTRIBUTING AND RELAYING SIGNALS BY MEANS OF WIRE CABLE OR
OTHER LIKE CONNECTIONS IN, THROUGH, UNDER, OVER AND FROM THE
STREETS, ALLEYS, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES TO RECEIVING
SETS OR SUBSCRIBERS TO ITS SERVICE IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST
VIRGINIA, ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965, AS AMENDED, TO INCREASE THE
MONTHLY CHARGES FOR DOMESTIC SERVICE.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:

I

That an ordinance entitled: "An ordinance granting to Kanawha
cable Television Company a franchise to erect and operate a system
or distributing and relaying signals by means of wire cable, or
other like connections in, through, under, over and from the streets,
alleys, public grounds and public places to receiving sets of
subscribers to its service in the City of Nitro, West Virginina" as
amended be amended as to Section VII thereof in Paragraph "C" to
read as follows: On and after November 1, 1976, monthly charges
for domestic service for the first outlet in a single family residence, Six Dollars and Fifty Cents ($6.50), for each additional
outlet in the same family residence, for the same immediate family
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on the same premises, Two Dollars($2.00) .
In all other respects the aforesaid ordinance enacted January
19, 1965, shall remain in effect.
This ordinance was introduced and read for the first time at
a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 21st day of
September, 1976, and will come up for second reading and adoption at
a regularly meeting of the City Council to be held on the 5th day of
October, 1976.

MAYOR

I

CITY RECORDER

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept this
ordinance as the first reading, the motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:
new business.
RECORDER MELTON:

Councilman Thomas had no reports or
Recorder Melton had no reports or new

business.
Recorder Melton made a motion for adjournment, the motion
was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously.

MAYOR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 5, 1976
The regular meeting of Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 5, 1976 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman
Dean Miller, Councilman Gus Bailey, and City Attorney Frank
Armada.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson. Invocation was given by Reverend
William Westlund of The First Presbyterian Church.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 21, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell
and passed unanimously.
'
SEPTEMBER 1976, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance August 31, 1976
Receipts for the Month
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
Balance in savings account

39,240.87
48,667.02
58,583.46
29,324.43
24,679.02

General Fund

KANAWHA CABLE VISION-SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE
TO AMEND ORDINANCE ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965: Mayor Gibson
asked for the second reading of the Ordinance. City Recorder
Melton read the Ordinance as follows:

1

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO KANAWHA CABLE
TELEVISION COMPANY A FRANCHISE TO ERECT AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OF
DISTRIBUTING AND RELAYING SIGNALS BY MEANS OF WIRE CABLE OR
OTHER LIKE CONNECTIONS IN, THROUGH, UNDER, OVER AND FROM THE
STREETS, ALLEYS, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES TO RECEIVING
SETS OR SUBSCRIBERS TO ITS SERVICE IN THE CITY OF NITRO WEST
VIRGINIA, ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965, AS AMENDED, TO INCREASE
THE MONTHLY CHARGES FOR DOMESTIC SERVICE.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA:
That an ordinance entitled: "An ordinance
granting to Kanawha Cable Television Company a
franchise to erect and operate a system or
distributing and relaying signals by means of
wire cable, or other like connections in, through,
under, over and from the streets,alleys, public
grounds and public places to receiving sets of
subscribers to its service in the City of Nitro,
West Virginia" as amended be amended as to Section VII
thereof in Paragraph "C" to read as follows:
On and after November 1, 1976, monthly charges
for domestic service for the first outlet in a
single family residence, Six Dollars and Fifty
Cents ($5.50), for each additional outlet in the
same family residence, for the same immediate
family on the same premises, Two Dollars ($2.00).

I

In all other respects the aforesaid ordinance
enacted January 19, 1965, shall remain in effect.
This ordinance was introduced and read for
the first time at a regular meeting of the City
Council held on the 21st day of September, 1976,
and will come up for second reading and adoption
at a regular meeting of the City Council to be held
on the 5th day of October, 1976.

I

RECORDER
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to accept the Ordinance on second reading, the motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
SEALED BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR SALE OF A 1961
STREET SWEEPER:Mr. Melton stated that only one bid
had been received on the 1961 Austin Western Street
Cleaner. Dr. R.V. Allen, Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee, read the bid from Mr. Dale McAvoy,
Production Manager, for Putnam Fabricating Company. The
bid was for one hundred five dollars ($105.00).Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept the bid. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and
passed unanimously.

1
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept the resolution to appoint Dr. Guy Cassell to the
Kanawha Regional Transportation Authority. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
Councilman Miller made a motion to appoint
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes to the Nitro Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr.
Cassell and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated, "I am sure everyone in
this room is aware that recently, last Friday, we had
a sad experience here in Nitro. In fact, a tragic
automobile accident took the lives of two of our young
high school students, Randall Williams and Harold Scott
Booth, and also leaves a lady in Thomas Memorial Hospital
in bad condition. She was in one automobile and the two
young adults were in the other automobile."

I

Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Lyons, Principal of
Nitro High School, Mr. Mays, Vice-Principal of Nitro High
School, Mr. Brendan O'Leary, and Mr. Booth, father of
Harold Scott Booth were present. Mr. Booth said, "Believe
me, I am not vindictive . . . ." Mr. Booth asked for the
Council's backing in approaching the Board of Education
with the recommendation that the driving of vehicles by
students during school hours be restricted. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion that the Mayor write a
letter to the Board of Education asking if it were possible
to adopt a policy at Nitro High School restricting the use
of vehicles by students during school hours. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated the Chief of Police, Chief
Craft, had recommended that Thursday, October 28, 1976,
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. be set aside as Halloween
Trick or Treat Night for the City of Nitro. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion that October 28, 1976,
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. be set aside as Halloween
Trick or Treat Night for the City of Nitro. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Miller and passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
that 21 pages of specifications for modular homes which
were approved by FHA be referred to The Nitro Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington and passed unanimously.

I
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Mayor Gibson mentioned the following correspondence
received and sent to Councilmen since last Council Meeting:
1.

To Mayor Gibson

2.

To Mayor Gibson

3.

To Mr. John Lilly
From Mayor Gibson
#1 Woodbury Circle
Nitro, WV 25143
In reference to the parking charge during Nitro
School Football Games.

4.

To Union Public Service District
5110 Washington Street, West
From Mayor Gibson
Charleston, WV 25312
In reference to the overflowing of manholes near
#97 Norwood Road and #102 Brookhaven Drive.

5.

•
•

From William J. Bonnett
District Manager
Charleston Newspapers
In reference to the Gazette carriers being required
to carry I. D. cards, and the problems involved.
From Ken F. Kobetsky
Director Traffic
Engineering Division
WV Department of Highways
In reference to Mayor Gibson's letter of September 10,
1976, concerning the Dunbar sign at the intersection
of Main Avenue and Center Street (WVA Route 25 Spur).

I

To Mayor Gibson

From Mr. Sam F. Lee, Jr.,
Principal, Nitro Jr. High
Request for a Do-Not-Enter or an Exit Only sign to be
erected at the lower end of the school parking lot.
Councilman Miller made a motion to erect both a
Do-Ndt'Enter and an Exit sign at the lower end of the
Junior High School parking lot. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

6.

To Mr. Harold W. Beemer
From Mayor Gibson
Chief, Engineering Div.
Dept. of the Army
Huntington District,
Corps of Engineers
Thanking Mr. Beemer for his letter and attachments
dated September 13, 1976, regarding the master plans
as they pertain to the City of Nitro, the development
of the Smith Street Landfill as a recreational facility,
including a boat marina.

I
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7.

To Mr. Ken F. Kobetsky
From Mayor Gibson
Director, Traffic
Engineering Division
W.Va. Dept. of Hignways
Regarding a driving or safety hazard which exists
going West on First Avenue (Route 25) as you approach
the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge intersection.

8.

To Colonel Scott Smith
From Mayor Gibson
Huntington District,
Corps of Engineers
Requesting that the Huntington District, Corps of
Engineers give the City of Nitro serious consideration
as a demonstration project for construction of
Streambank Erosion Control.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for the Committee Chairman
Reports.
Councilman at Large Karnes:

I

No reports.

Councilman at Large Pennington: Referred a
letter from The Nitro High School Wildcat Band to the
Recreation Committee. The band had requested permission
to have a carnival using city property within the city
limits. Mr. Armada stated that he would personally
examine the ordinances to see if there was an ordinance
against having a carnival in Nitro.
Councilman Bailey:

No reports.

Councilman Dr. Cassell:

No reports.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen: Asked Mr.
Armada to schedule a meeting with Estill & Greenlee in
regard to the slip on Barrington Road. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that he had received the information
he had requested on buses using 18th Street, 19th Street,
20th Street, and 21st Street from Mr. Alfred Welch, Bus
Supervison-St. Albans Division. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen said that the Finance Committee would meet with
the Police Department Committee and the Fire Department
Committee before next Council Meeting in reference to
recently enacted legislation. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen reported that the stop sign on Red Oak Street was
defaced again and that the city should attempt to
prosecute those responsible.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
have two lights installed on the land the City is in the
process of buying from W. Va. Water Co. on Plant Road,
in an effort to protect the city vehicles which are being
parked there.
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Miller: Councilman Miller made a
motion to erect signs "School Zone" and "15 Mile Per Hour"
on 19th Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenue , and 21st Street
between 2nd and 3rd Avenue, and on 3rd Avenue between 19th
and 21st Street. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington and carried unanimously.

I

It was decided to put into the Street and
Traffic Committee for further study as to what the speed
limit should be on 3rd Avenue between 21st Street and 31st
Street, and also from 19th Street to 4th Street. After the
survey is made by this committee, Council will then consider
these areas.
Reverend William Westlund gave the closing prayer.
Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Melton, and the motion passed
unanimously.

Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 19, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 19, 1976, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Gus Bailey,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell. Councilman
Homer Thomas and City Attorney Frank Armada were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor
Gibson. Reverend Wilbur R. Turner of the St. Paul's United
Methodist Church gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 5, 1976, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes by mail for their review. Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion the minutes be approved, the motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed unanimously.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER, 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mayor
Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the Financial
Statement by mail for their review. Councilman at Large Karnes
made a motion the Financial Statement be approved, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and passed
unanimously.
LIBRARY REMODELING - SEAL BIDS: Mayor Gibson stated only
one had been received for the remodeling of the exterior of the
library. Councilman Dr. Cassell opened the bid from Ed-Pat
Construction Company of Charleston. The bid was in the amount of
$24,000.00. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to turn
the bid over to the Library Committee to work with Appalachian
Engineers for further study and consideration. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
SPEED LIMIT FOR THIRD AVENUE: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee stated
he had made a study of the speed limit in this area and the speed
limit on Third Avenue from 21st Street to 6th Street was 20 miles
per hour and from 21st Street to 31st Street the speed limit was
25 miles per hour. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated he could
not see any reason that would dictate a change in the prevailing
speed limits at this time. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
recommended that the present speed limits continue. There were
no objections to this recommendation.

I

SCHOOL BUS ROUTE: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated this situation is going to take some time; that he
had gathered some information but one of the members of the
Traffic Committee has been ill and they would try to make a
decision in the next two weeks for the next Council meeting.

i

SCHOOL CARNIVAL ON CITY PROPERTY PER REQUEST OF
NITRO HIGH SCHOOL BAND:Councilman at Large Pennington
suggested that no action be taken on this matter since City
Attorney Armada was not present to interpret the Ordinance,
and requested that it be put on the agenda for the next
Council Meeting.
BARRINGTON ROAD REPAIRS: City Attorney Armada
was notpresent to give a progress report on this matter.
Mayor Gibson stated he would like to recommend to
Council that Olaf Walker of 2104 Third Avenue, Nitro, be
reappointed to the Nitro Planning Commission as Chairman
since his term had expired. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion that Mr. Walker be reappointed to this position,
the motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Gassell. The motion
passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated he had several letters that he
would like to bring to Council's attention. Mayor Gibson
stated that each Council Member had received a copy of these
letters and that a copy of the same wa~s in a supplement file
to the Minutes for future reference.

I

The letters were as follows:
1. Mr. John P. Lilly, President of the Nitro
Midget Football League, had written Mayor Gibson on October 4,
1976, in reference to the contribution of one dollar donation
for parking on City property during football games.
2. Mayor Gibson corresponded with William S. Ritchie, Jr.,
Commissioner of West Virginia Department of Highways on October 6,
1976, requesting a meeting between Commissioner Ritchie and
representatives of local businesses in reference to a solution
to the traffic congestion.
3. Mayor Gibson had a copy of a letter directed to
Ronald Lyons, Principal of Nitro High School, from Donald W.
Booth, dated October 11, 1976. Mr. Booth made several recommendations in his letter on the control of student driving
during school hours.
4. Mayor Gibson had written the Kanawha County Board
of Education on October 7, 1976, urging the Board of Education
to adopt a policy for Nitro High School prohibiting the students
from driving their vehicles during regular school hours.

I
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5. On October 12, 1976, Mayor Gibson made a written
request to Mr. James E. Thompson, Sales Representative for
A.D.T. Security Systems, to install a Security Alarm System
in the Police Department.
6. R. S. Dawson, Vice President and Manager of the
West Virginia Water Company, wrote Mayor Gibson a letter dated
October 19, 1976, stating the Bank of Nitro is now accepting
payment for the following utilities; West Virginia Water
Company, Columbia Gas and .Appalachian Power Company. Mayor
Gibson stated that he had also talked to Dr. Temple, President
of the Bank of Nitro, and Mr. Temple assured him that in the
near future C. & P. Telephone Company would also have a
collection agency located in the Bank of Nitro. Mayor Gibson
stated he appreciated the Bank of Nitro performing this function,
particularly for the benefit of our senior citizens.
7. Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated October 5,
1976, from Larry R. Edens, Manager of Union Public Service
District, in regard to the overflowing manholes in Brookhaven.
Mr. Edens stated that an investigation was in progress to
determine the cause of this problem.

I

8. Mayor Gibson received a written request from
Warren H. Fulton, Brigadier, City Commander of the Salvation
Army requesting the placement of their kettles in fromt of the
business places in the Nitro area. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that the Salvation Army be granted
this request, the motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and
passed unanimously.
RECORDER TOM MELTON: Recorder Melton stated the
Finance Committee had met in reference to the W. Va. Legislation
"House Bill 815" granting the Fire Department and Police
Department time and a half for over time and holidays. Recorder
Melton stated after a thorough study of the present budget for
the City of Nitro, the Finance Committee recommended to give
these departments eight (8) extra vacation days for the present
fiscal year. Recorder Melton further stated that the Lined
Items in the budget would have to be adjusted in these two
salary catagories.
COUNCILMAN DEAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated
that he had received two requests for street lights, but that
he had not had an opportunity to investigate the area to comfirm
the request.

I

Councilman Miller stated that he had been approached
about the increase in the Municipal Service Fee and asked who
determined the increase. Mayor Gibson explained the increase
was a necessity, that the Municipal Service Fee covered many
areas of the budget for the City. Mayor Gibson stated one of
the major items covered by this fee was street lighting.

390
He gave the following figures on the increase of street
lighting for the City:
Fiscal
Fiscal
Fiscal
Fiscal
Fiscal

year
year
year
year
year

1972-73 amount $ 9,934.00
1973-74
12,512.00
1974-75
13,300.00
1975-76
16,800.00
1976-77
21,800.00 approximately

I

Mayor Gibson further stated this fee also covered
the fire hydrants for the City and it was recommended by the
West Virginia Water Company that Nitro needed $40,000.00
more in fire hydrants.
Mayor Gibson stated this fee also covered street
maintenance, street repairs, equipment repairs, salaries and
numerous other items. Inflation in general has caused the cost
of operation to increase greatly.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Director of Public Works
has^the responsibility of the rate of increase on commercial
accounts according to the Ordinance. (The Ordinance was
adopted in 1971, in Ordinance Book No. II, Ordinance No. 163.)
Mayor Gibson said the increase was also due to the
fact that now we have to pay for a place to dump the trash. In
the past this was free because we were privileded to dump at
the Smith Street Landfill and down near the Sanitary Treatment
Plant below the Interstate.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen recommended the Street and Sign Committee put a
School Zone sign on Second Avenue.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell
statedhe was interested in the progress of the Harrington Road
slip. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that City Attorney
Armada had been working very diligently on this and was trying
to get something done immediately and felt that Mr. Armada
would have a report at the next Council Meeting.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated the
Department of Highways had done some painting on the intersection at Center Street and Route 25 but he still felt that
it was not satisfactory. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated
the Traffic Committee is in the process of setting up a meeting
with the Commissioner of the West Virginia Department of
Highways, William Ritchie, Jr., and this is one of the items
that will be brought to his attention and discussed.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington had no reports or new business.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large Karnes
had no reports or new business.Councilman at Large Karnes stated
that he had several compliments on Gene Williams, Director of
Public Works, and the work his men were doing.
Councilman at Large Allen made a motion for adjournment,
the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and
passed unanimously.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SPECIAL MEETING
OCTOBER 24, 1976

A special meeting of the Nitro City Council was held on
Saturday, October 24, 1976, at 4:00 P.M. in the Council
Chambers. Those present were Mayor William D. Gibson,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman Homer Thomas and Councilman Dean Miller.
Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order.
Mayor Gibson stated this was a Special Session to discuss
the Kanawha County Special School Bond Election that is
to be held on November 2, 1976.
Mayor Gibson stated this Bond would produce a building
and renovation program for the Kanawha County Schools.

I

A lengthy discussion followed on the advantages of this
Bond; the benefits for the pupils and the future of the
Kanawha County School system.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that the
Nitro City Council go on record in support of the Thirty-Nine
Million Dollar School Bond Issue, the motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Allen and passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for adjournment of this Special Meeting, the motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes and passed unanimously.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 2, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on November 2, 1976, at
8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder
Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean Miller, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman at Large Donald Karnes
and City Attorney Frank Armada were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 19, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell
and passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 23, 1976 SPECIAL COUNCIL
MEETING REGARDING KANAWHA COUNTY SCHOOL BOND ELECTION:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the Special
Council Meeting Minutes of October 23, 1976, regarding the
Kanawha County School Bond Election be approved. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion, and the motion passed
unanimously.
OCTOBER 1976 FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom. Melton,
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance October 1, 1976
Receipts for the month
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
Balance in savings account

I

27,019.48
102,469.72
59,343.50
70,145.70
10,063.79

General Fund
General Fund

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to accept the
Financial Report. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Thomas and passed unanimously.
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SCHOOL BUS ROUTE: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated that the Traffic Committee had been meeting, but
that they had run into more complications, and felt that
they should delay a decision until more study had been
made.

I

BARRINGTON ROAD REPAIRS: Mr. Frank Armada,
City Attorney was not present. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated he would like to see the matter resolved quickly.
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell stated that he did not feel that
the City has a real responsibility other than to support the
citizens of that area. However, Councilman Dr. Cassell felt
that the City Attorney, Mr. Armada, should advise residents
of that area what action they can take.
SCHOOL CARNIVAL ON CITY PROPERTY PER REQUEST OF
NITRO HIGH SCHOOL:Mr. Armada was absent.Councilman at
Large Pennington made a motion that the Nitro High School
Band begiven permission to use the City Property for a
carnival, contingent on the findings of the City Attorney,
Mr. Armada. The motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas
and passed unanimously.
REPORT ON REMODELING OF THE NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY:
CounciIman Dr. Cassell, Chairman of the Library Committee,
made a motion to reject the only bid received, in the
amount of twenty four thousand dollars ($24,000.00) from
Ed-Pat Construction Company. The bid was for the remodeling of the exterior of the library. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller and passed unanimously. Mayor Gibson
read the bid from Neil W. Ball, dated October 30, 1976, for
masonry material and labor on the renovation of the Nitro
Public Library. Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to
accept the bid of Neil W. Ball in the amount of thirteen
thousand eight hundred sixty-three dollars and sixty-eight
cents ($13,863.68). The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington and passed unanimously. A copy of the
bid is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to bring
to Council's attention two letters. Mayor Gibson stated
that each Council Member had received a copy of these letters
and that a copy of the same was in a supplement file to the
Minutes for future reference. Also, there is a copy of a
Vehicle Invoice No. 5187. The letters and invoice were as
follows:
1. Commissioner Ritchie had written Mayor Gibson
on October 15, 1976, in reference to the improvements for
the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge. Commissioner Ritchie asked
that the City submit to them a letter stating that the City
of Nitro desires for them to initiate this project, which
is necessary in order to meet federal requirements.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to table this
until November 16, 1976, in order to give Mayor Gibson an
opportunity to write a letter, on Council's approval, to
Commissioner Ritchie on the possibility of additional
improvements some of the Council have expressed they want.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed.
Councilman Miller and Councilman Bailey opposed the
motion.
2. Mayor Gibson had written Commissioner
Ritchie October 28, 1976 in reference to a meeting
involving Commissioner Ritchie and the Nitro Area Plant
Managers concerning traffic congestion problems in the
Nitro area.

I
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3. Mayor Gibson stated that a 1974 Chevrolet
t
.<
pickup truck which had been used primarily by the
*•
Recreation Department had been totaled in an accident
October 21, 1976. A copy of Vehicle Invoice No. 5187
showed that the City had paid three thousand one hundred
fifty-two dollars and ten cents ($3,152.10) for the truck.
Jack Eastwood, Recreational Director, was the driver of
the truck. The driver of the other vehicle and Mr.
Eastwood had a head-on collision on Goff Mountain Road,
and both vehicles were totaled. Mr. Max Weaver of the
insurance company involving the other vehicle offered a
settlement of three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500.00).
There was a tow bill of fifty dollars and fifty cents ($50.50).
Councilman Bailey made a motion to accept the settlement of
three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) plus the
fifty dollars and fifty cents (50.50) tow bill. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed
unanimously.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to advertise for bids on a new truck using the same
specifications as was on Vehicle Invoice No. 5187. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed
unanimously.
The Councilmen not Mr. Melton had no new business
or reports.

S>
Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington
and passed unanimously.

I
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SATISFACTION

FJUE
[STIMATt;?

NI-IIL W. B A L L
5 0 2 K A N A W H A AVENUE
'NITRO, '.VEST VIRGINIA 25143

MASONRY
SERVICE

—
—

TELEPHONE
755 - 4 5 0 8

October 30 1976

f-'.r. Willism D. Gibsdn
iXsyor, City of Nitro
Nitro, y. Va.

,»•
Dear Bill;
The below is my price for masonry labor on the renovation of the
rvitro Public Library. The price includes all labor and equipment
necessary to complete this project,,
S 1,025,00

Very Truly Yoi^rs
A—
l~'
Neil W. Ball

List of m a t e r i a l s nece-ssaz-

to complete masonry

Face Brick - 19,400 ,^35X Guyan Blend- Harbours ville' Clay Mfg. Co.
& 96.50/M
4" hollow block

Peerless Block Co.

.

/

.

Concrete nails

.. Casto Hardware

5? B coirm.on nails
Wall ties

"

""

"

Peerless_ Block Co.

-

S 1,872.10

g .300.

-

6 Ib,

g 1.35 --.,.-,-

8.10

ID lb;

8 .450 ' v

4.50

2000

g 15.90/M

31.80

Annie iron lintels for doors &. windows - W. Va. Steel Co
stone caps for Planters & Gas -.eter enclosure - sills for
doors &.. Windows. "
- - K.= nawha Brick ^ Block co.
f-'.Ortar Materials.

Pfaff & Smith. - Approx. 215 ba^s mortar a 2,63
"
26 ton reason sand S 8.10

Brick cleaning material
- ..."

147.00

Peerless Block Co. 6 gal. rr/euratic acid
''
.
@ 2.85
4 Acid brushes
a 2.80

S5.00

161.75
565.45
210.60
17.10
11.20

footers for Planters & Gas meter enclosure
.

'

4- .'-'.ijtal doors S^ fr.Jines.

2 yds. Concrete @ 30.00
SO ft. -£4 re-bars S 20.10

-

- Trojan B u i l d i n g Products

60.00
16.08
860.00

/> ±-a ,

?<>

*w?
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NITRD CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 16, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on November 16, 1976,
at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson,
Recorder Tom Melton, City Attorney Frank Armada,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Dean Miller was
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the
Honorable Mayor Gibson. The Reverend William Westlund,
Pastor of The First Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and the
motion carried.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER, 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Recorder Melton stated each Councilman had a copy of the
October, 1976 Financial Statement. Mr. Melton made a
motion that the Financial Statement be accepted. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and
the motion carried. All Counciltnen voted approval of the
Financial Statement, with the exception of Councilman at
Large Pennington who abstained.
HARRINGTON^ROAD REPAIRS: Mayor Gibson stated
that Council had received a letter from City Attorney, Mr.
Frank Armada, in regard to this matter. Attached to this
letter were three more letters. (Copies of the letters
are in Supplement File to the Minutes for future reference.)
The letters were as follows:
1.

I

A letter dated November 15, 1976 was written
to Mayor Gibson from Mr. Armada in regard to
the City's position in regard to the
Barrington Road slip.

4UU
ATTACHED LETTERS
A.

A letter dated May 3, 1976, was written
to Mayor Gibson from Appalachian Engineers,
Inc. in regard to the Harrington Road land
slide and a preliminary cost estimate.

B.

A letter dated August 12, 1976, was written
to Mayor Gibson from Mr. Parrish McKittrick,
attorney for Estill & Greenlee, in regard
to the slippage of Harrington Road in
Brookhaven Subdivision and an appraisal cost
by Mr. Jack D. McGuffey, P. E.

C.

A letter dated August 10, 1976, written
to Mr. Paul Greenlee from Jack D. McGuffey,
P. E.,in regard to the slip on the street
in Brookhaven Subdivision, and his opinion
on the cause of the slip.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street &
Traffic Committee, asked that Mr. Armada address the Council.
Mr. Armada referred the Council to the letter (No. 1) dated
November 15, 1976, which he had supplied the Mayor. Mr.
Armada stated that his opinion on the legality of the City
expending public monies in the repair of the slip on
Barrington Road had not changed, and that the City can do
nothing. In order for the residents of Barrington Road
and Estill & Greenlee to understand the City's position,
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to arrange a
meeting at City Hall with Estill & Greenlee and the residents
of Barrington Road Tuesday, November 23, 1976, at 7:30 p.m.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed
unanimously.

I

I

REMODELING OF THE NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY: Councilman
Dr. Cassell, Chairman of the Library Committee, stated that
the brick used in the remodeling of the Library was not the
same color as the brick used in the construction on the
Nitro Junior High School and the swimming pool building.
POSSIBILITY OF SCHOOL CARNIVAL LOCATION
(LEGAL ADVICE)": Nitro City Attorney, Mr. Frank Armada' s
advice was to begin the carnival, if it was the desire of
Council.
REPAIRS TO NITRO-ST. ALBANS BRIDGE: Mayor
Gibson referred to a letter to him dated October 15, 1976,
from Commissioner Ritchie concerning improvements of the
Nitro-St. Albans Bridge. ( A copy of the letter is in the
Supplement File to the November 2, 1976 Council Meeting.)

I
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I

The Mayor stated that that there were questions that had
come up in the November 2, 1976, Council Meeting, that
were unanswered, and he was to prepare a letter to
Commissioner Ritchie asking certain questions. Mayor
Gibson explained that at the meeting held November 5,
1976, with Commissioner Ritchie, and representatives of
the Nitro Area Plant Managers, that the various problems
with traffic flow, from one end of Nitro to the other,
were discussed. The Mayor and Chief Craft, Chief of the
Police Department, also attended the meeting.
Mayor Gibson referred to plans for the Nitro
area mentioned in the 1977 Kanawha County Transportation
Improvement Program.
These include:
1.

Traffic signal which will be installed at
WV 25 & WV 25 Spur Intersection in Nitro,
contract plans in progress, construction
to start December, 1976.

2.

Two 9 foot surfaced treated lanes and 4
foot shoulders which will be constructed
on Blake's Creek Road, 6 mile East WV 25
to .8 miles East WV 25 (Dam Site # 7),
construction est. completion, October, 1976.

I

(Mayor Gibson stated that the lanes had
been completed; The shoulders had not been
completed.)
3.

Approaches to US 60, which will be widened
andnew deck will be constructed, at US 60
. St. Albans to ,.14 mile South WV 25-Nitro,
construction to start April, 1977.
(The question of widening the approaches
to the bridge were one of the questions
that came up in the November 2, 1976
Council Meeting.)

4.

I

Railroad flashers & Surface at Nitro, 19th
Street will be installed, construction to
start April, 1977, ROW (right of way)
in progress.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to write a
letter requesting that WVDH initiate the improvements for
the Nitro St. Albans Bridge. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Council had received
copies of three letters since last Council Meeting. (Copies
of letters are in Supplement File to the Minutes.)

I

The letters were as follows:
2.

Mr. James V. Wysong had written Mayor
Gibson on November 4, 1976, on behalf of
the three Public Television Stations in
West Virginia, thanking the Mayor and the
Nitro Police Department for their help
October 31 and November 1.

3.

Mr. John F. Santrock had written Mayor
Gibson November 8, 1976, in reference to
the school bond issue which had the support
of the City of Nitro administration and
City Council.

4.

Mr. J. W. McDavid had written Mayor Gibson
offering to the City of Nitro the opportunity
to purchase the balance of the West Virginia
Water Company property located north of and
adjacent to the City owned Park, for the
cost of one hundred thousand dollars
($100,000.00). Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion that Council go and look at the
property Saturday, November 20, at 12:30 p.m.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington and passed by unanimous
vote.

_
•
•

Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a check
for three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars ($3,550.00)
from the insurance company for the 1974 Chevrolet pickup
truck which had been totaled in an accident October 21, 1976.
Mayor Gibson asked that Council amend the specifications on
a new 3/4 ton truck they will purchase, by the sealed bid
procedure, to specify 4-wheel drive. Councilman at Large
Karnes made a motion that the specification on a new 3/4 ton
truck, previously discussed, be amended to specify 4-wheel
drive. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and
passed. The purpose in wanting a 4-wheel drive vehicle
will be to make it safer for the employees to spread salt
in the hill sections.
COUNCILMAN at LARGE KARNES:

No new business or

reports.
COUNCILMAN at LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman
at Large Pennington stated that the Annual Senior Citizen's
Christmas Dinner has been scheduled at the Nitro Women's
Club December 12, at 2:00 p.m. Councilman Pennington
referred the repair problems of the sidewalk on 21st Street
to Councilman Thomas, Chairman of the Sidewalk Committee.

I
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Councilman Pennington also expressed his desire
for The Business and Civic Betterment Committee meet
with the people who own the lot on the corner of 21st
Street to look into the possibility of getting the lot
paved to use for additional parking.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: No reports, but Councilman
Bailey stated that he was interested in getting a traffic
light at Center and Main Street. Mayor Gibson stated that
he would be happy to write a letter and ask the WVDOH to
give this matter consideration.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: No committee reports.
Dr. Cassell stated that the construction of the storm
sewers at the end of Brookhaven is proceeding and should
be completed shortly.

I

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that the
question of painting the curb on 19th Street and Second
Avenue, at the vacant lot, which is owned by the Bank of
Nitro had been discussed previously. Mr. Temple,
President of the Bank of Nitro, had no objections to the
painting of the curb on 19th Street at the intersection
of Second Avenue, the Mayor said, and it would make it
easier for the drivers of school buses to negotiate the
turn there. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
that the curb on the corner of 19th Street and Second
Avenue be painted. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cassell
and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson read the letter of resignation
dated November 10, 1976, from Sergeant David Walter,
Nitro Policeman, written to Chief Craft, Chief of the
Police Department.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that the City had to get some
easements, and purchase approximately 350 feet of
18 inch pipe, plus labor in order to get the water
drainage problem corrected on East 39th. Street near the
Nitro-Putnam Grade school. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion to do whatever was necessary to correct the
drainage problem on East 39th Street near the NitroPutnam Grade School as soon as possible, because this
bad drainage problem has been a long standing hazard
to the school children and residents of that area. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and
passed.

I

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: No reports, but Councilman
Thomas asked when the sewer system on 18th Street Hill
would be put in. Mayor Gibson stated that they had been
waiting on equipment, and that the equipment had just
recently arrived.
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MR. MELTON:

No new business.

I

Reverend Westlund gave the closing prayer
Councilman Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington and passed unanimously.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 7, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on December 7, 1976,
at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City
Recorder Tom Melton, City Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean
Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend James B. Arbogast, Pastor of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 16 1976 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the minutes
be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr.
Cassell and the motion passed.
NOVEMBER 1976. FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance November 1, 1976
Receipts for the month
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
Balance in savings account

70,145.70
45,085.81
56,832.31
58,399.20
10,063.79

General Fund

BIDS OPENED FOR 1977 MODEL 3/4 TON 4-WHEEL DRIVE
PICKUP TRUCK": Council opened and read the bids.
The bids were as follows:

I

1.

Childers Chevrolet, delivery date 4 to 6 weeks,
$5,416.65.

2.

Tag Galyean Chevrolet, delivery date 7 to 8 weeks,
$5,380.11.

3.

Joe Holland Chevrolet, Inc., no delivery date mentioned,
$5,441.59.
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4.

Interstate Equipment Sales, Inc,delivery date 6 to
8 weeks, $5,898.11.

5.

Harvey Shreve Ford, no delivery date mentioned,
$5,764.00.

6.

United Dodge, Inc., delivery date 90 to 120 days,
$5,368.80.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that
the bids be kept in the Street and Traffic Committee,
and Council give the committee authority to make a
decision on which bid to accept. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson informed Council of a meeting
scheduled December 14, 1976 at 11:00 a.m. to discuss
making repairs to Harrington.Road. Those expected to be
present for the meeting are Mr. Parrish McKittrick,
attorney for Estill & Greenlee, Mr. Frank Armada, Nitro
City Attorney, engineers from Appalachian Engineers,
engineers from Estill & Greenlee, Mr. Paul Greenlee,
First Ward Councilman, Dr. Guy Cassell, and Mr. Naseef,
a representative from Harrington Road.
DECISION OF COUNCIL REGARDING THE LAND OFFER
MADE BY J. W. McDavid IN HIS LETTER DATED NOVEMBER 8, 1976:
Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Building & Planning
Committee, stated that the committee had met and the
committee was in full agreement to recommend to Council
the purchase of the land, contingent upon recommendations
of Mr. Armada with respect to a clear title thereof. The
land runs parallel with Kanawha River and is adjacent to
The Nitro City Park. Councilman Bailey made a motion to
purchase the approximate seven acres of land for
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) out of revenue
sharing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell
and passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received in the mail copies of correspondence.
(Copies of letters are in Supplement File to the Minutes.)
The letters were as follows:
1.

Colonel Scott B. Smith had written Senator Jennings
Randolph on November 8, 1976 regarding streambank
erosion problems along the Kanawha River in Nitro.
ATTACHED LETTERS
a.

Senator Randolph had written Mayor Gibson October 18,
1976 stating that he had written to Colonel Smith
in regard to the streambank erosion problems along
the Kanawha River in Nitro.

I
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b. A rough draft of a letter written to
Scott B. Smith, Colonel
District Engineer
Corps of Engineers
502 8th Street
Huntington, West Virginia 251721, from
Mayor Gibson.

I

Councilman Bailey made a motion for Mayor
Gibson to write a letter as outlined in the rough draft
(b) to Colonel Scott B. Smith. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed by a unanimous
vote.
2.

Robert Y. Hayne of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
had written a letter November 4, 1976 to Mayor
Gibson recommending that Mr. Landers submit
additional engineering data in reference to the
proposed Landers Place Subdivision.
Attached to this letter was a letter dated
November 17, 1976 to Mr. Landers from Mayor Gibson
informing Mr. Landers that additional engineering
data was needed.

I

3.

Mrs. Helen Lodge, President of the Kanawha Valley
Heart Association, had written a letter to Mayor
Gibson November 29, 1976, requesting permission to
conduct its Annual Heart Fund Drive in the Town of
Nitro during the month of February, 1977.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
the Kanawha Valley Heart Association be given permission
to conduct its Annual Heart Fund Drive in Nitro during
the month of February, 1977. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Police Civil
Service Examination is scheduled December 15, 1976, and
that the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission is
presently advertising this notice in the Charleston
Gazette and the Charleston Daily Mail. Mayor Gibson
supplied Council with Nitro Police Department's Rules
and Regulations.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at
Large Karnes had no new business or reports, but he
stated he had had several complaints from citizens on
traffic violations, in general, which he felt were going
on in various sections of the city, unnoticed by the
Police Department.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman
at Large Pennington stated that the railroad crossing
at Lock Street was in bad shape.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington said he had
a letter from Police Chief Craft, dated December 3, 1976,
to Mayor Gibson asking for a 1977 police cruiser car.
Specifications of the same were available to Council.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to advertise
for sealed bids based upon those specifications for a
1977 police cruiser, with the bids to be opened at the
December 21, 1976 Council Meeting. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded the motion, and the motion passed
unanimously.
Councilman at Large Pennington referred a
letter from Mr. Fike, President of Fike Chemical Company,
to the Traffic Committee.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated
he had no reports but that the railroad crossing at Walker
Street is in terrible shape.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
had no reports.

Councilman Dr. Cassell

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
Large Dr. Allen had no reports.

Councilman at

COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

Councilman Thomas had no

COUNCILMAN MILLER:
new business.

Councilman Miller had no

I

reports.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes and passed unanimously.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 21, 1976
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on December 21, 1976,
at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City
Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean
Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. City Attorney Frank
Armada, and Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen were
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend James B. Arbogast, Pastor of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 7, 1976 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the minutes
be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr.
Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy
of the November, 1976, Financial Statement in the mail.
Mr. Melton made a motion that the November, 1976, Financial
Statement be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington and passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORT ON 1977 3/4 TON 4-WHEEL DRIVE
PICK-UP TRUCK:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman
of the Street and Traffic Committee, was absent. However,
Councilman at Large Pennington, a member of the Street
and Traffic Committee, reported that the truck had been
purchased from United Dodge, Inc., who was the low bidder,
and that delivery had been made.

I

BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR 1977 POLICE CRUISER:
Council opened and read the bids.
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The bids were as follows:
1.

C&O Motors, Inc., delivery date 90 days from date of
firm order:
1977 Chevrolet Nova, 4-door sedan
TOTAL 6,000.85
Less trade-in of one 1974 Police Cruiser
(Plymouth)
1,084.85
NET TOTAL 4,916.00

2.

Childers Chevrolet, delivery date 4 to 6 weeks from
date of firm order:
1977 Chevrolet Nova, 4-door sedan
TOTAL 5,9,47.55
Less trade-in of one 1974 Police Cruiser
(Plymouth)
1,127.18
NET TOTAL 4,820.37

3.

United Dodge, Inc., delivery date 45 to 60 days from
date of firm order:
1977 Dodge Aspen, 4-door sedan
TOTAL 4,801.00
Less trade-in of one 1974 Police Cruiser
(Plymouth)
300.00
NET TOTAL 4,501.00

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that the
bids be referred to the Police Committee, and Council
give the committee authority to act. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
MEETING 11:00 A.M., 12-14-76 REGARDING
BARRINGTON ROAD:Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, CounciIman
from Ward I,sEated that those in attendance at the
meeting were Mr. Greenlee, Mr. Estill, their attorney,
and their engineers, Mayor Gibson, Mr. Frank Armada, City
Attorney, the City's engineers, Mr. Naseef, a resident of
Harrington Road, and himself. Councilman Dr. Cassell
explained to Council the reason for the difference in the
estimates to correct the slip on Barrington Road, which
were made by Estill & Greenlee's engineers and the City
of Nitro's engineers. Councilman Dr. Cassell further
stated that Estill & Greenlee's engineers and the City's
engineers were to make new estimates on the correction of
the Barrington Road slip and then come back to Council.
Mayor Gibson stated that the City of Nitro had
the allocation of one hundred six thousand dollars ($106,000)
grant of Block Grant Funds. Of this one hundred six thousand
dollars ($106,000), eighty thousand dollars ($80,000) was
allocated for storm drains, and twenty thousand dollars
($20,000) was allocated for a housing inspection program.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that the City had until
June 1, 1977, in which to use the twenty thousand dollars
($20,000) allocation for the housing inspection program.

I

I

I
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He further stated that he was experiencing difficulty
in finding someone qualified who was available to go
out into the homes and perform these inspections.
Mayor Gibson requested a recommendation of a person from
the Councilmen , should they have anyone to suggest,
further stating that he had been in contact with the
Federal Officials and there was a good possibility that
the twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) could be used for
street paving should a request be made to the Department
of Housing and Urban Development. Councilman Dr.Cassell
stated that he may be in a position to recommend someone
and that he would communicate with the Mayor on the
matter.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a
letter dated December 14, 1976, from A. W. Sue,
District Manager, of Greyhound Lines, Inc., in reference
to bus parking. (Copy of letter is in Supplement File
to the Minutes.) Councilman at Large Pennington made a
motion to refer this letter to the Street and Traffic
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter addressed to him,
dated December 14, 1976, from Kenneth K. King, Chief of
the Fire Department. Chief King expressed his wish to
retire as Chief of the Fire Department, effective
January 1, 1977. Councilman Miller made a motion to
accept Chief King's resignation. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Thomas and passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to appoint Mr. Clyde Harris as acting Chief of the
Fire Department to fill the vacancy created by Chief
King's resignation.
The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion carried. All
the Councilmen voted approval of the appointment of
Mr. Harris, with the exception of Councilman Thomas who
abstained.
Mayor Gibson stated that Chief Craft had received
a letter of resignation from Ronald D. Lusher of the
Police Department. The letter was dated December 15, 1976,
effective December 16, 1976.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:
new business.

I

No reports, no

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: CounciIman
*at Large Pennington made a motion for the Mayor to write
a letter to the property owners on 21st Street in reference
to the repairs needed in front of their property. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas and passed
unanimously.
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey asked
about the railroad crossing repairs. Mayor Gibson stated
that he had been assured that all the railroad crossings
would be upgraded in due time.

I

Councilman Bailey expressed his appreciation
to FMC for the company's decision to expand the Nitro
facility, and referred to a news release he had received
from FMC.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

No reports.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER:

No reports.

RECORDER MELTON: Mr. Melton, City Recorder,
read the first reading of an ordinance drafted to purchase
approximately 14 acres of the property owned by the
West Virginia Water Company upon the site occupied by
its previous filtering plant, for the purchase price of
two hundred thousand dollars ($20Q,000). Mr. Melton read
the ordinance as follows:
ORDINANCE

I

AN ORDINANCE TO PURCHASE APPROXIMATELY
14 ACRES MORE OR LESS OF THE PROPERTY OWNED
BY THE WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY UPON THE
SITE OCCUPIED BY ITS PREVIOUS FILTERING PLANT,
FOR THE PURCHASE PRICE OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($200,000).
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept this as the first reading. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes and passed unanimously.

M

S

Y

O

R

R

E

C

O

R

D

E

R

I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 4, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on January 4, 1977, at
8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City
Recorder Tom Melton, City Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr Guy Cassell,
Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean Miller, and
Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend Robert I Blixt, Pastor of The
First Baptist Church Of Nitro, gave the invocation.

1

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: DECEMBER 21, 1976
COUNCIL MEETING:Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had
received a copy of the minutes in the mail, and had an
opportunity to review the minutes. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and passed by
a unanimous vote.
DECEMBER 1976 FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance December 1, 1976
Receipts for the month
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
Balance in savings account

58,399.20
21,987.26
43,713.38
36,673.08
10,063.79

General Fund

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO PURCHASE
14 ACRES MORE OR LESS OF THE PROPERTY OWNED BY THE
WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY:Mr. Melton, City Recorder,
read the second reading of an ordinance drafted to purchase
approximately 14 acres of the property owned by the
West Virginia Water Company upon the site occupied by
its previous filtering plant, for the purchase price of
two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000).

Mr. Melton read the ordinance as follows:
ORDINANCE

I

AN ORDINANCE TO PURCHASE APPROXIMATELY
14 ACRES MORE OR LESS OF THE PROPERTY OWNED
BY THE WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY UPON THE
SITE OCCUPIED BY ITS PREVIOUS FILTERING PLANT,
FOR THE PURCHASE PRICE OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($200,000).
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to accept the second reading of the ordinance to purchase approximately 14 acres of the property owned by
the West Virginia Water Company upon the site occupied
by its previous filtering plant, for the purchase price
of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000). The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
Councilman Miller asked, "Does this mean we
are going to buy the property, and what sequence follows
now in regard to the purchase of the property?" Mr. Armada,
City Attorney, stated that the title has been examined
relative to the marketability of it, and there is going
to be negotiations relative to the payment of the funds to
the seller. Councilman Miller wanted to know that in regard
to the recent litigation if this was going to affect the
purchase of the property in any way. Mr. Armada said that
should the seller want all their money at one particular
time that this could forestall the purchase, but this does
bind the city to go ahead with the purchase. Mr. Armada
stated that if the seller does not want to meet our wishes
relative to payment on it the city will not buy it.
The Councilmen voted approval of the second
reading of the ordinance, with the exception of Councilman
Miller who abstained.
REPORT ON DECISION OF POLICE COMMITTEE TO AWARD
BID^FOR 1977 POLICE CRUISlHCouncilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of the Police Committee, stated that he had nothing
to report at this time. Councilman at Large Pennington stated
that the Police Committee had not had a meeting and suggested
that this matter be continued.
STATUS REPORT ON HEARING BEFORE JUDGE PATRICK CASEY
DECEMBER 30, 19% REGARDING JUDGEMENT PENDING AGAINST THE CITY
OF NITRUlMayor Gibson stated that this judgement was a result
of an automobile accident that happened on Wilson Street in
February, 1972, prior to him becoming involved in city
government.
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I
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Mr. Armada, City Attorney, stated that judgement
was rendered by a jury in The Circuit Court of Kanawha
County in favor of Mrs. Mae L. Haynes, a passenger in a
vehicle that went upon the Penn Central Railroad tracks,
as a result of no barricades being erected and no
railroad crossing being present. Mr. Armada said that
the street on both sides of the tracks was paved, and the
crossing was removed by Penn Central 13 months before the
accident occurred. Mr. Armada stated that the street
banked up to the tracks and therefore you could not see
that there was no crossing until you were actually
physically on top of it, and as a result of the accident
Mrs. Haynes was severely injured, and judgement was
recorded against the city.
According to Mr. Armada the suit was appealed
to the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, and that
the Supreme Court of Appeals will let the city in for the
purpose of hearing its appeal on only one question, on
whether or not Judge Herbert Belcher committed error
in directing a verdict for Penn Central holding them not
liable. He said that the Supreme Court will hear our
appeal on whether or not Penn Central Railroad should
contribute to the payment, however Mrs. Haynes has a
legal, forceable judgement against the city, and that
Mr. Masinter, counsel for Mrs. Haynes, instituted a
mandamus proceeding before Judge Patrick Casey in the
Circuit Court of Kanawha County telling the city to pay.
Mr. Armada explained that up until recently until
the city got an opinion from the Revenue Sharing people,
that the city had no money from which to pay other than
what was in the general fund which was not enough to
satisfy that judgement. Now, Mr. Armada said we have a
ruling from John R. Melton, Director of Local Government
Relations Division of the State Tax Department of
West Virginia, who says that the Office of Revenue Sharing
has indicated that revenue sharing money can be used to pay
the judgement. With this in mind, Mr. Armada stated that
his advice to the city is that the judgement be satisfied
out of the revenue sharing funds.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that
there were three things that bothered him:
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1.

The two hundred thousand dollars($200,000) that
was earmarked to buy the West Virginia Water
Company property.

2.

What action was taken in obtaining the money
from the Kanawha County Commission or some other
agency, and where was the money coming from if we
didn't have it?

3.

What was the amount of the judgement?

Mr. Armada replied that up until we received
this directive from Mr. John R. Melton there was no
indication that revenue sharing could be used. Mr. Armada
stated that the money could come from extending a levy,
which could only be extended at levy time, which is in
March.
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Mr. Armada further stated that the amount of
judgement as of last Tuesday (December 28, 1976) was
ninty-five thousand nine hundred sixty-eight dollars and
sixty-five cents. ($95,968.65)
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to pay
the judgement to Mrs. Mae L. Haynes out of revenue sharing
funds. Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the motion, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson mentioned a letter he had received
from the Union Public Service District and he will supply
Council with a copy of the letter. This letter was in
reply to a letter the Mayor had written to Union Public
Service District dated September 29, 1976. (Supplement
File to the Minutes, October 5, 1976)
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received in the mail copies of the following
Correspondence. (Copies of letters are in Supplement File
to the Minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated December 29, 1976
from the West Virginia Department of Highways confirming
the meeting fahich he had requested previously) held with
various local plant managers of the Hub Industrial Park
in the Commissioner's Conference Room, Novenber 5, 1976.

2.

A letter dated January 3, 1977 was sent to Mr. Clyde
Mynes from Mayor Gibson in reference to the deteriorated
sidewalk situated at 110 21st Street.
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Mayor Gibson supplied the Council with the
Nitro Fire Department Rules And Regulations which were
up-dated and adopted February 6,1973.
Mayor Gibson stated he would supply Council with
the Zoning Ordinance Booklet. Mr. Armada stated that minor
changes or variances were made by the Zoning Board of Appeals,
ard that Council changes zoning by ordinance when major
changes are needed.

I
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Mayor Gibson said that at the December 21, 1976
Council Meeting he had requested a recommendation from
the Councilmen in locating someone qualified to appoint
to the Housing Inspection Program which will be financed
by a federal government block grant.
Councilman Dr. Cassell recommended Mr. Charles
Collins, a retired gentleman from West Virginia State
College.
Mayor Gibson informed Council that he had
talked to both Mr. Charles Collins, and to Mr. Kenneth
King, recently retired as Chief of the Nitro Fire Department
Mayor Gibson told the Council he would like to have their
approval of his appointment of both Mr. Charles Collins
and Mr. Kenneth King to the Housing Inspection Program.
He further stated that these gentlemen could perhaps direct
a lot of their attention to vacant and dilapidated
property.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to approve Mayor Gibson's appointment of Mr. Charles
Collins and Mr. Kenneth King to the Housing Inspection
Program. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey
and passed by unanimous vote.
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RECORDER MELTON: No new business, but the
Finance Committee is meeting next week.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated
that he wished they (referring to city officials) could
have a 6 month, 1 year, 5 year, or a 10 year plan to show
what council's intentions are, and tell citizens where
we are going and be realistic about it.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No new business.

COUNCILMAN at LARGE PR. ALLEN: Councilman
at Large Dr~! Allen wished to compliment Mr. Williams
and the Street Department on the nice work they have been
doing in salting the streets.
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MR. ARMADA, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Armada stated
that the only reason we have a government is to provide
a service, and certain things come up that you are not
going to be able to anticipate. He said that a city is
subjected to a lot more variances in what may happen than
when you are operating a legitimate business whose sole
goal is profit making. Mr. Armada further stated that
we should establish priorities, but realize that there
are a lot of things you can't accomplish that you want
to accomplish.
COUNCILMAN PR CAS SELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell
told Council that they didn't have the data back from the
core drilling on Harrington Road.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated
that the dirt streets in Ward IV are virtually impassable.
The streets he referred to were: Spring Street, Owens Street,
Dupont Avenue, Kanawha Avenue South, Michigan Avenue South,
and Old County Road.
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Councilman Bailey said that he was getting
complaints from the citizens of this area constantly.
Councilman Bailey stated, "I was in talking
with Mr. Williams and I was somewhat appalled at what
he told me, and I quote, 'That the basis of our street
repairs as they relate in that area to the streets was
on a complaint basis' unquote."
Councilman Bailey asked for consideration to
put a cover on these dirt streets, and then on a regular
schedule monthly basis fill in the potholes.
Councilman Bailey stated cinders is not the
answer, and that rock balast is good for the deep holes
but is not good for cover on the streets.
Mayor Gibson stated that money was put in
general funds for maintaining equipment, but this year
there was no money allocated from revenue sharing for
stone. The Mayor suggested the citizens of this area
sign a petition in favor of street paving.
Councilman Bailey stated that he needed
assistance in regard to the City Ambulance Service.
Councilman Bailey said that in talking to
merchants, there is a need for more parking space in
the business area. Councilman Bailey introduced Mr.
Earl Marion from the Businessmen's. Association.
Mr. Marion said that they will present a plan to
Mayor Gibson in regard to this need.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington stated that the railroad crossings were
being repaired.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Reverend Robert I. Blixt gave the closing prayer.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 18, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on January 18, 1977,
at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson,
City Recorder Tom Melton, City Attorney Frank Armada,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.,
and Councilman Dean Miller. Councilman Gus Bailey was
absent.
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The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend Robert I. Blixt, Pastor of The
First Baptist Church Of Nitro, gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: JANUARY 4 1977
COUNCIL MEETING:Mayor Gibson stated each CounciIman
had received a copy of the minutes in the mail for their
review. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1976 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the December, 1976, Financial Statement in the mail.
Mr. Melton made a motion that the December, 1976,
Financial Statement be accepted. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Pennington and passed unanimously.
REPORT ON DECISION OF POLICE COMMITTEE TO
AWARD BID FOR 1977 POLICE CRUISER"! Councilman at Large
Dr.Allen,Chairman of the Police Committee, stated
that the Police Committee had met, and it was the
decision of the Police Committee to award the bid to
Childers Chevrolet.
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RESOLUTION TO BE PRESENTED BY THE NITRO
MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION REGARDING AMBULANCE SERVICE:
Father Leroy Beyer,President Of The Nitro Ministerial
Association, and Councilman Gus Bailey, Chairman of The
Emergency Ambulance Service Committee, were not present.
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Mr. Melton, City Recorder, read the Resolution
regarding ambulance service presented by the Nitro
Ministerial Association. The Resolution was read as
follows:
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RESOLUTION
Whereas Nitro is the center of a large number
of people, and
Whereas the nearest hospital is eight miles
away, and
Whereas the nearest ambulance service is seven
miles away (Cross Lanes) and three and a half miles away
(St. Albans); and when the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge is
closed the distance will be increased to seven miles (The
time that it would take for any of these ambulances to
get to Nitro would ordinarily be fifteen minutes [this
time would increase with traffic problems, bridge closing
etc.l) and,
Whereas some citizens of Nitro have asked their
ministers to work for an ambulance stationed in Nitro,
and
Whereas efficient, professional, and quick
ambulance service can be instrumental in saving lives,
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The Nitro Ministerial Association recommends that
the Mayour and City Council of Nitro take immediate steps to
secure professional ambulance service to be located in Nitro
Resolution approved by all members of the
Nitro Ministerial Association.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Leroy 0. Beyer, President
Robert Blixt, Sec.-Treas.
James Arbogast
William Westlund
Arley Cravens
Wilbur Turner
Garlen O'Dell

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this to the Emergency Ambulance Service Committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I

I

Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received in the mail copies of the following
correspondence: (Copies of the following letters are in
Supplement File to the Minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated January 5,
1977, to Colonel Scott B. Smith, 502 8th Street,
Huntington, West Virginia. Mayor Gibson requested
further assistance from the Corps under the Streambank
Erosion Control Evaluation and Demonstration Program,
and requested a detailed on-site investigation of the
bank erosion problems at Nitro.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had in the last
few days received a phone call from the Corps of
Engineers by Mr. Ted Newsome. Mr. Newsome assured the
Mayor that his letter had been received, and that after
the weather clears up they will further study streambank
erosion in Nitro.
2. Mayor Gibson wrote a letter dated January 5, 1977,
to Mr. Roy Stricklen,Eastview Land Company, Kanawha
Valley Bank, One Valley Square, Charleston, West Virginia,
in reference to the deteriorated sidewalk situated at the
corner of Bank Street and 21st Street in Nitro.
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Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, stated that
Meade Construction Company had made a claim on the City
of Nitro in regard to the termination of its contract
for the garage, in excess of some eight thousand dollars
($8,000), which they claim was the cost that they incurred
as a result of sub contractors going upon the job and
performing varied services, incidental fees, and their
anticipated completion of the contract. Mr. Armada said
that the contract was terminated when it was discovered
the building site for the garage was improper.
Mr. Armada told Council that Meade Construction
Company has a legitimate claim, and stated that Mr. Hayne
of Appalachian Engineers, after reviewing several of the
estimates that were given to him indicated in his letter
dated January 14, 1977 to Mayor Gibson that the sum of
five thousand six hundred twenty-six dollars ($5,626)
should be paid. (The above mentioned letter is in the
Supplement File to the Minutes.)
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Mr. Armada stated
of negotiating a settlement
and recommended this matter
Committee with the authority

that they were in the process
with Meade Construction Company,
be referred to the Finance
to settle this matter.

10
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to refer
this matter to the Finance Committee as requested. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion
passed.
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Mayor Gibson stated that a check for
ninety-six thousand ninety-six dollars and twenty-four
cents ($96,096.24) had been written to Mrs. Mae L. Haynes
as a result of an automobile accident that happened on
Wilson Street in February, 1972, prior to him becoming
involved in city government. Mr. Armada further stated
that releases have been secured.
Mayor Gibson said that he had received a letter
dated January 14, 1977, from Mr. Paul R. Hill and Ms. Nedra
Brace submitting their resignation from the Nitro Police
Civil Service Commission effective January 14, 1977.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a
letter dated January 18, 1977 from Mr. Earl Marion,
President of the Nitro Business and Professional Association,
saying that Mr. James A. Marrs of 201 Lee Avenue, Nitro, had
been appointed to the Nitro Police Civil Service Commission
to fill the vacancy created by Ms. Brace's resignation.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept the
appointment of Mr. James A. Marrs to the Nitro Police Civil
Service Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed. ( The letter
mentioned above is in the Supplement File to the Minutes.)
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept Mr. Paul R. Hill's resignation from the Nitro
Police Civil Service Commission effective January 14, 1977.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
and the motion passed.
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Mayor Gibson recommended the appointment of
Mr. Omar Cunningham of 104 Broadway Avenue to the Nitro
Policemen's Civil Service Commission to fill the vacancy
created by Mr. Paul R. Hill's resignation. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion to accept the appointment
of Mr. Omar Cunningham to the Nitro Policemen's Civil
Service Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Thomas, and the motion passed.
Mr. Bill Fortune, President of the Golden Oldies
Street Rod Association, Inc., read a letter to Council
requesting permission for the usage of Nitro City Park on
the weekend of April 22-24, 1977 for the purpose of holding
their 4th Annual Street Rod Meet. (Copy of letter is in
Supplement File to the Minutes.)
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to give the Golden Oldies Street Rod Association Inc.
permission to use the Nitro City Park on the weekend
of April 22-24, 1977, for the purpose of holding their
4th Annual Street Rod Meet. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson told Council that he had an
inquiry from a gentleman who was interested in building
a small apartment building with off-street parking.
The location of the proposed apartment is 2210
Twenty-Second Street. The Mayor further stated that
he was of the opinion that this location was presently
zoned for an apartment building and wanted the
Councilman's remarks if they felt otherwise.
Mayor Gibson asked for the Committee Chairman
Reports.
RECORDER MELTON:

I

No Committee Reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: No Committee Reports.
Councilman Miller suggested the Mayor write a letter
to Mr. Williams commending the Street Department for
the manner they have kept the streets during the recent
bad weather.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No Committee Reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

No Committee

Reports.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

No Committee Reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman
at Large Pennington stated that he had a letter addressed
to the Mayor and Council from the Nitro Firemen. The
letter was in regard to the State Code, Chapter 8, Act 15,
Section 10, total hours of duty for firemen and Fire
Depatment employees on overtime requirements.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to refer this letter to the Finance Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas, and the motion
passed.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: No Committee Reports
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
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Reverend James B. Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's
United Methodist Church, gave the closing prayer.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 1, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on February 1, 1977, at
8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City
Recorder Tom Melton, City Attorney Frank Armada,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Dean Miller, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.
was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend Garlen O'Dell, Pastor of The
Otterbein United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.
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APPROVAL OF JANUARY 18 1977 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had
received a copy of the minutes in the mail for their
review. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller and the motion passed.
JANUARY 1977 FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance January 1, 1977
Receipts for the month
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
Balance in savings account
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36,673.08
40,880.49
70,668.05
6,885.52
10,234.48

General Fund

LETTER FROM KANAWHA VALLEY BANK REGARDING
SIDEWALK ON CORNER OF BANK STREET AND 21st STREET:
Mr.Roy Stricklen had written a letter dated January 19,
1977, to the Mayor in reference to the sidewalk on the
corner of Bank Street and 21st Street. This letter was
in response to a letter dated January 5, 1977 which
Mayor Gibson had sent Mr. Stricklen. (Copy of letter is
in supplement file to the minutes.)
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FISCIAL YEAR HUD COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT METRO
DISCRETIONARY FUNDS (TWO PUBLIC MEETINGS NECESSARY):
Mayor Gibson stated that two public meetings were
necessary before submission of preapplication for the
FY 1977 HUD Community Development metro discretionary
funds. (Mayor Gibson received a letter from HUD dated
November 1, 1976, in regard to FY 1977 HUD Community
Development metro discretionary funds, which is in the
supplement file to the minutes.)
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Councilman Bailey made a motion to hold the
meetings February 15, 1977 at 10:00 a.m., and at 8:00 p.m.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and
the motion passed unanimously.
RECIPROCAL FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE CITY OF SOUTH CHARLESTON AND THE CITY OF NITRO:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to accept
the reciprocal fire protection agreement between the
City of South Charleston and The City of Nitro, and to
accept the reciprocal fire protection agreement between
The City of Dunbar and The City of Nitro.(Copies of
agreements are in the supplement file to the minutes.)
The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the
motion passed by unanimous vote.
CONSENT TO FIRSTMARK FINANCIAL CORPORATION
REGARDING KANAWHA CABLE/VISION:(Copy of consent is in
supplement file to the minutes.) Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that Council consents to the
assignment to Firstmark Financial Corporation, 110 East
Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indianna 46204, of the
current franchise, as amended, of Kanawha Cable Television
Company (Kanawha Cablevision). The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed. (Copy of
consent is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
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Mayor Gibson stated that in the past four years
The City of Nitro had adopted:
1. The Southern Standard Plumbing Code,
2. The Southern Standard Building Code, and
3. The Southern Standard Fire Prevention Code.
Mayor Gibson told Council that Mr. Collins, who
was appointed to the Building Inspection Program, and he
had attended a meeting with two gentlemen from Pittsburg
in the office of The Regional Intergovernmental Council.
They recommended The City of Nitro adopt:
1. The Southern Standard Gas Code,
2. The Southern Standard Housing Code, and
3. The Southern Standard Excavating and Grading Code.

I
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Councilman Bailey made a motion to adopt;
The Southern Standard Gas Code,
The Southern Standard Housing Code, and
The Southern Standard Excavating and Grading
Code
on the first reading. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.
1.
2.
3.

Mayor Gibson stated that Council had on their
desk a letter written to him,dated January 27, 1977, from
Mr. William A. Hartig of the West Virginia Department of
Highways in regard to the installation of a new traffic
signal at the intersection of WVA Route 25 and Center
Street in Nitro. (Copy of letter is in supplement file
to the minutes.)
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
the agreement between the West Virginia Department of
Highways and The City of Nitro be signed and executed
by the Mayor in regard to the installation of the new
traffic signal installation at the intersection of
WVA Route 25 and Center Street in Nitro. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson supplied Council with a contract
between The City of Dunbar and Ade Emergency Services,
Inc., and a contract between The City of South Charleston
and Ade Emergency Services, Inc. (Copy of contract
between The City of Dunbar and Ade Emergency Services,
and copy of contract between The City of South Charleston
and Ade Emergency Services is in the supplement file to
the minutes.) Councilman Bailey suggested the Nitro
Ministerial Association be sent copies of the contracts.
Mayor Gibson referred to the January 20, 1977,
Minutes of The Board of Zoning Appeals meeting, in
regard to a request from Mr. A.R.Thomas, representing
Thomas Tire Service, Inc., for an exception to the present
zoning laws to allow the construction of a parking area,
service area, and to expand the present facilities of
lots located adjacent to the Old County Road and Thomas
Tire Service. (Copy of the January 20, 1977, minutes
of The Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting is in supplement
file to the minutes.)

I

Mayor Gibson stated that Lieutenant Ernest
Hedrick of the Fire Department was promoted to the rank
a
h
e §uidelines of the Firemen's Civil
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RECORDER MELTON: Mr. Melton stated that the
Finance Committee had met January 31, 1977. Mr. Melton
said that overtime for the years 74-75, 75-76 for all
City of Nitro employees was discussed, but primarily
the discussion was about the Police Department's, and
the Fire Department's overtime.
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Mr. Melton told Council there was one thousand
eight hundred dollars ($1,800) in the general fund (due
to the fact that we are currently short of men in the
Police Department), seven thousand five hundred ninety
dollars ($7,590) (interest in revenue sharing funds),
and four thousand three hundred dollars ($4,300) (in
various items in revenue sharing) which could be used
to pay the overtime. He stated that the money in the
general fund ($1,800) did not need to be reallocated,
however the interest ($7,590) in revenue sharing funds,
and the $4,300 under various items in revenue sharing
would have to be reallocated.
Mr. Melton further stated that money for the
balance owed ($1,700) on the 1977 4-wheel drive truck
that was purchased for the Street Department would also
have to be reallocated.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to pay the City employees their overtime for 74-76, and
75-76. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and
the motion passed.
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Councilman Miller made a motion to reallocate
the funds from revenue sharing to pay the City employees
overtime for 74-75, and 75-76, and to pay the balance owed
($1,700) on the 1977 4-wheel drive truck. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed.
Mayor Gibson, at this point asked for the
Council Committee Reports.
t

COUNCILMAN MILLER:

None.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

None.

None.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey expressed
his thanks to Mr. Gene Williams, for his help on the
streets in Ward IV, and Councilman Bailey also thanked
the Nitro Ministerial Association for their help in regard
to securing professional ambulance service to be located
in Nitro.

I
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Councilman Bailey suggested a letter of
congratulations be written to F.M.C. of Nitro. F.M.C.
had gone one year without a disabling injury.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

None.

None.

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed.
The Reverend James B. Arbogast, Pastor of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church gave the closing
prayer.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 15, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on February 15, 1977,
at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson,
City Recorder Tom Melton, City Attorney Frank Armada,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Homer Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean Miller and Councilman
Gus Bailey. Councilman at Large Donald Karnes was absent
There were fourteen (14) citizens present for
the meeting. Namely:
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I

1.

Harvey Collins,
1436 Sattes Circle,
Nitro, WV

8.

Larry Donegan,
2170 21st Street,
Nitro, WV

2.

Clarence Hudson,
Four Gravely Drive,
Nitro, WV

9.

Jack Eastwood,
Nitro,
WV

3.

Hershel Facemyre,
1316 13th Street,
Nitro,WV

10.

Romie C. Hughart,
1834 18th Street,
Nitro, WV

4.

Jean Keener,
3971 39th Street,
Nitro, WV

11.

Reverend Gar1en 0'De11,
117 Lock Street,
Nitro, WV

5.

Betty Parker,
3974 39th Street,
Nitro, WV

12.

Loretta Daniels,
1370 Valentine Circle,
Nitro, WV

6.

Ruth Donegan,
2170 21st Street, N
Nitro, WV

13.

Earl Marion,
United Dodge, Inc.,
Nitro, WV, and

7.

Tom Boch,
1520 W. 15th Street,
Nitro

14.

Rusty Casto,
Casto Hardware,
Nitro, WV.
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The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend Garlen O'Dell, Pastor of The
Otterbein United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.
Mayor Gibson informed those present that in
addition to this being a Council Meeting it was a Public
Meeting in an effort to qualify for Community Development
metro discretionary funds, and that each citizen would
be given an opportunity to make recommendations and to
ask questions.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; FEBRUARY 1, 1977 COUNCIL
MEETING: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman Bailey asked that a correction be
made on page 16, last paragraph, of the February 1, 1977,
Council Meeting Minutes.
The paragraph read as follows:
Councilman Bailey expressed his thanks to Mr.
Gene Williams, for his help on the streets in Ward IV,
and Councilman Bailey also thanked the Nitro Ministerial
Association for their help in regard to securing professional
ambulance service to be located in Nitro.
The paragraph should have read as follows :
Councilman Bailey expressed his thanks to Mr.
Gene Williams, for his help on the streets in Ward IV,
and Councilman Bailey also thanked the Nitro Ministerial
Association for their expressed interest in having a
permanent ambulance service in our City.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
minutes be approved as corrected. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the January, 1977, Financial Statement in the mail. Mr.
Melton made a motion that the January, 1977, Financial
Statement be accepted. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Pennington and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.
FISCAL YEAR HUD COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT METRO
DISCRETIONARY FUNDS (TWO PUBLIC MEETINGS FEB. 15th AT
10:00 A.M. AND AT 8:00 P MTT1The second Public Meeting
was held during the regular scheduled Council Meeting in
the Council Chambers of Nitro City Hall at 8:00 p.m. on
February 15, 1977.

I
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Mr. Tom Melton briefly highlighted the First Public
Meeting held February 15, 1977, at 10:00 a.m.
(Copy of February 15, 1977, 10:00 a.m. Public Meeting
Minutes is in supplement file to the minutes.)
In complying with the federal requirements
of the preapplication certification Recorder Melton
made a motion to give Mayor Gibson the authority to
sign the preapplication certification and other
necessary papers. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.
There was a question and answer period for
the citizens present, and the citizens suggested the
priorities they felt were important. In was the
consensus of the citizens that housing for the elderly
was high on their list of priorities.
After a lengthy discussion, Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion to accept the following
priorities:

I

1.

housing for the elderly (purchase of land)

2.

paving city owned parking areas - parking lots
and roadways at the City Park and Ridenour
Memorial Park

3.

Cost of installing lights at Nitro City Park.
(The lights were donated by the Nitro High School
to the Recreation Department.)

4.

paving of unpaved streets:
Ivy Street,
River Avenue,
Kanawha Avenue,
Old County Road,

5.

Spring Street,
Cedar Street, and
Owens Street,

up-grade storm sewers from 21st Street to
4th Street on 3rd Avenue.

The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.

I

Mayor Gibson introduced Ms. Betty Parker. Ms.
Parker stated that she is the owner of the Little Princess
Beauty Salon at 21st Street and 2nd Avenue. With Ms. Parker
wereMr. Clarence Hudson, a representative of the First
Baptist Church on Second Avenue, Ms. Ruth Donegan, a
representative of Holy Trinity Catholic Church on
Second Avenue, and Mr. Tom Boch, a representative of
Holy Trinity Catholic Church on Second Avenue. Mr.
Hershel Facemyre and Jean Keener were also present.
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Ms. Parker said that she had a petition, signed
by approximately 100 people, which the Mayor asked that
she read. The petition read as follows:

I

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED CITIZENS (CUSTOMERS & BUSINESS PERSONS)
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, DO HEREBY SIGN THIS PETITION AS A
REFLECTION OF OUR PROTEST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY
ORDINANCES AGAINST THE PARKING SITUATION FROM 21st. STREET
TO 23rd. STREET AND AROUND THE PROPERTY OPERATED BY
UNITED DODGE, INC.

WE PROTEST THIS COMPANY USING THE CITY

STREET FOR PARKING THEIR SERVICE VEHICLES AND CUSTOMERS
VEHICLES LEAVING NO PARKING PLACES FOR OTHER BUSINESSES
OR CUSTOMERS IN THIS AREA:
(Petition is in supplement file to the minutes.)
Ms. Parker stated this parking problem had cost
her a loss of business.
Several alternatives were suggested: the leasing
of property for the parking of vehicles, parking meters,
and a two-hour limit on parking.
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Mr. Boch stated that Father Beyer had informed
him, Mr. Earl Marion, owner of United Dodge, Inc., is taking
steps to remedy this parking problem.
Mr. Marion stated that he had bought the service
station on the corner of 21st Street and 2nd Avenue for
the purpose of parking customer's cars. Mr. Marion further
stated that he got a bid for 200 trucks that has to be
serviced, undercoated, and had to be ready for delivery,
and that every day he has been delivering trucks to
Buckhannon. He said that once he gets the state trucks
out of there that it is going to eliminate the biggest
percentage of the parking problem.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to refer this petition to the Ordinance Committee, and
to the Street and Traffic Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.
Councilman Miller and Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
abstained from voting.

I
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked for an
immediate meeting of the business people in Nitro.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would also like for the
ministers and any interested citizens to attend the
meeting to discuss the parking problem.
SECOND READING TO ADOPT SOUTHERN STANDARD
GAS CODE HOUSING CODE, EXCAVATING AND GRADING CODE:
Mayor Gibson stated that the City Attorney, Mr. Armada
had informed him that the other which was read as
the first reading at the last Council Meeting was
more of a resolution type reading, and should not be
considered as the first reading. Mr. Armada had
presented the Mayor with the final draft of the
ordinance, and the Mayor informed Council that we
need to have the first reading of the ordinance tonight .
Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Melton to read
the title of the Ordinance.
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FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND
ESTABLISHING MINIMUM STANDARDS GOVERNING HOUSING,
EXCAVATION AND GRADING AND THE INSTALLATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF GAS PIPING:City Recorder, Mr. Melton,
read the title of the ordinance which reads as follows:
ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND ESTABLISHING MINIMUM STANDARDS
GOVERNING HOUSING, EXCAVATION AND GRADING AND THE
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF GAS PIPING
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to accept
the first reading of the ordinance. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the
motion passed unanimously.

I

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
FEBRUARY 3, 1977:Mayor Gibson referred to the
February 3,1977 minutes of The Board of Zoning Appeals
meeting, and to a letter dated February 7,1^7/, written
from The Board of Zoning Appeals to Mr. A. R.(Ray) Thomas.
(Copy of The Board of Zoning; Appeals Meeting Minutes ,
February T~,1977,and a copy of the letter to Mr.
Thomas is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
Mr. Harry B. Russell, Chairman of the Board of Zoning
Appeals, advised Mr. Thomas the zoning classification on
lots 142A, 143A, 144A, 145A, and 146A of Dupont Place
Addition to St. Albans, City of Nitro, Union District,
located in Section 18 of Nitro Zoning map will be changed
from "R3" to "Bl".
Council concurred in the decision of the Board
of Zoning Appeals.

Mayor Gibson referred to the following letters
which is in the supplement file to the minutes.
A brief summary of the letters follows:
1.

I

Mrs. Marjorie Sales had written Mayor Gibson a letter,
dated February 4, 1977, asking the City of Nitro to
allot the Community School one thousand five hundred
dollars ( $1,500) for the coming year.
This request was referred to the Recreation
Committee and the Finance Committee.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to pay the
second payment of five hundred dollars ($500) to
the Community School for the year 76-77. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion passed.

2.

G. C. Smith of the West Virginia Water Company had
Written Mayor Gibson a letter dated February 7, 1977,
in reference to the West Virginia Water Company's
former Nitro Treatment Plant Property situated near
the City Park.

3.

Truda Null, Executive Director of the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, had written a letter to
the City of Nitro requesting a permit to solicit funds
from April 25 to June 1, 1977.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to permit The National Multiple Sclerosis Society to
solicit funds April 25 to June 1, 1977. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and the motion
passed.
4.

Phares E. Reeder, President, Kanawha County Unit of
the American Cancer Society,had written Mayor Gibson
a letter dated February 10, 1977, to apply for permission to solicit funds April 1 to May 15, 1977.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
give the American Cancer Society permission to
solicit funds April 1 to May 15, 1977. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion passed.

Mr. Tom Melton referred to a letter to
Mr. Frank Armada from William H. Jones, Jr., attorney for
the Meade Construction Company, dated January 29, 1977.
(Copy of letter is in supplement file to the minutes.)
Mr. Melton, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated
that the Finance Committee had agreed to pay Meade Construction Company six thousand five hundred twenty-six
dollars ($6,526) as a final settlement.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that he needed to make
two reappointments and an appointment to the Planning
Commission. Mayor Gibson asked for a vote of Council
on the following reappointments and the appointment
to the Planning Commission:
reappointment of Mr. Tom Townsend of
Seven Main Avenue, Nitro
Councilman Pennington made a motion to approve
the reappointment of Mr. Tom Townsend to the Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
reappointment of Mr. William Curtis Woods
of 812 Kanawha Avenue, Nitro
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
to approve the reappointment of Mr. William Curtis
Woods to the Planning Commission. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion passed.
appointment of Mr. Lonnie Norvell of
Valentine Circle

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
to approve the appointment of Mr. Lonnie Norvell to
the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
Councilman
Miller abstained from voting.
Mayor Gibson asked for new business and
Committee Reports.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller made
a motion that a street light be erected on Planck Street.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington
and the motion passed.
Mr. TOM MELTON:

No new business.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No new business.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that the Bank of Nitro is
collecting for the C & P Telephone Company and all other
utility bills with the exception of Kanawha Cablevision.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

No new business.
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey reported
that on 1135 Main Street there was a large hole 18 inches
to 20 inches deep, that needed repaired.

I

Councilman Bailey stated that he had been
informed by Mrs. Harper that Dunbar Supply and Sash
Company had fenced in a part of Michigan Avenue South.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

No new business

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Miller and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

MAYOR

RECORD

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 1, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on March 1, 1977, at
8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City
Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Homer Thomas, Jr., and Councilman Gus Bailey.
Mr. Frank Armada, City Attorney, and Councilman Dean
Miller were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.

I

APPEOVAL 07 MINUTES: FEBRUARY 15, 1977
COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman
had received a copy of the minutes in the mail, and had
an opportunity to review the minutes. Councilman at
Large Pennington made a motion that the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
FEBRUARY 1977, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave
the following report:
Balance January 31, 1977
Receipts, February
Disbursements, February
Balance in checking account
February 28
Balance in savings account
General Fund

I

6,885.52
58,127.30
47,999.21

General Fund

17,013.61
10,234.48

SCHEDULED MEETING WITH KANAWHA COUNTY COURT
COMMISSIONERS - KANAWHA COUNTY COURT HOUSE MARCH 2, 1977 10:30 A.M.:Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, reported that as a result
of the action of Mayor Gibson the meeting was set forth
with the Kanawha County Court Commissioners March 2, 1977,
at 10:30 a.m., and Councilman Bailey urged each member
of Council to be there if possible.
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Councilman Bailey stated that Father Leroy
Beyer, Pastor of Holy Trinity Catholic Church, and
Reverend James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church, will be there to lend support in
the presentation.
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PUBLIC MEETING WITH BUSINESS PEOPLE OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA"! Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated
that the meeting would be held at City Hall Saturday,
March 5, 1977,at 2:00 p.m. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
asked that the various news media be notified of the
meeting. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that this
meeting would be held in regard to any parking problems
within the- City of Nitro.
REPORT ON BARRINGTON ROAD: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen reported that Mr.Robert Y. Hayne, of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. has written to Estill &
Greenlee and told them what the great difficulty was
with the area out there in relationship to the use of
the garbage trucks and the Fire Department to get to
the area because of the slide on Barrington Road.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that
Mr. Hayne had requested some alternate plans of construction
for the road repairs from Mr. McGuffey, engineer for
Estill & Greenlee. There are three different proposals
(resulting from Mr. Haynes request) to correct the situation
of the Barrington Road slide in the letter written by
Mr. McGuffey, stated Councilman at Large Dr. Allen.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that the cost of the
three different proposals to correct the Barrington Road
slide ranged from nineteen thousand three hundred sixty-five
dollars ($19,365) to twenty-nine thousand dollars ($29,000).
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Mayor Gibson stated that Council had agreed to
meet Estill & Greenlee half way, up to four thousand five
hundred dollars ($4,500) as originally quoted by
Mr. Jack McGuffey in his letter dated 8-12-1976.
Mayor Gibson further stated that the City's Engineering Firm
has concurred with the nineteen thousand three hundred
sixty-f ive^dollars ($19,365) proposal to correct the
Barrington Road slide.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to refer the Barrington Road Slide problem to the Street
and Traffic Committee, and give the Street and Traffic
Committee authority to act as they deem necessary. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received in the mail copies of the following
correspondence. (Copies of letters are in Supplement File
to the Minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated February 17,
1977, to Mr. Paul T. Cain, Area Director of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development in
reference to the Block Grant Preapplication, and with
this letter was other necessary data.

2.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated February 17,
1977, to Mr. Earl Marion, President of the
Nitro Business and Professional Association, bringing
the Nitro Business and Professional Association up
to date on the problem in reference to the Nitro
Policemen's Civil Service Commission appointment.

3.

Mr. Earl Marion had written a letter, dated March 1,
1977, to Mayor Gibson, informing the Mayor that at the
Nitro Business & Professional Association's special
meeting on February 24, 1977, they had appointed
Mr. V. E. Townsend, of 1436 14th Street, for a
four-year term on the Nitro Policemen's Civil
Service Commission.
Mr. Earl Marion was present at the
meeting and stated that Mr. James Marrs had resigned
from The Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission.

Mayor Gibson stated that he had several requests
in regard to Holley Street and Wilson Street being blocked
by railroad cars setting on side tracks. Mayor Gibson
said that he had talked to Mr. Fenneken, a train master,
and that the railroad cars would not block the street
in the future, and that the railroad cars would be
moved on down the river.
Mayor Gibson asked for new business and
committee reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at
Large Karne~sstated that the primary reason the problem
came up about the railroad cars blocking the area back
of Big Star, was that the school bus stop for the Nitro
Jr. High students had been changed, and the students had
to cross the railroad tracks to get to the bus stop at
Nitro Furniture Store on First Avenue.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman
at Large Pennington reported that Chief Craft was in
the hospital, and asked the Council to sign a card to
be sent to Chief Craft, which Ms. Frazier had given him.
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey thanked
the Mayor for the letter he wrote to Mr. Leo Cavender,
Plant Manager of the FMC Corporation. The letter was in
reference to the Nitro FMC Plant's excellent safety record.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

Nothing to report.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that a
letter will be written to the C & P Telephone Co. thanking
them for their help in getting the Christmas decorations down.
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Romie Hughart, a representative
of the C & P Telephone Company.
Mayor Gibson said that he had a copy of a
summons type ticket that he would refer to Mr. Armada,
the City Attorney. The City of Nitro has had complaints
about dogs, and this summons type ticket may simplify
things for the humane officer.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen asked if ConRail had completed the
work on the railroad crossing at Lock Street. Mayor
Gibson said he had been told that ConRail had not been
able to get the materials they needed to repair the railroad crossing, but he had been assured that when the
materials were available the work would be completed.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:
MR. MELTON:

No reports.

I

No reports.

Councilman Bailey made a motion for Adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 15, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on March 15, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The Reverend Arley Cravens, Pastor of the
Nitro Church of God, gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MARCH 1, 1977 COUNCIL
MEETING: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the February, 1977, Financial Statement in the mail. Mr.
Melton made a motion that the February, 1977, Financial
Statement be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
SECOND READING OF AN
ESTABLISHING MINIMUM STANDARDS
EXCAVATION AND GRADING AND THE
OF GAS PIPING:City Recorder,
reading of the ordinance which

ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND
GOVERNING HOUSING,
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE
Mr. Melton read the second
reads as follows:

ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND ESTABLISHING MINIMUM STANDARDS
GOVERNING HOUSING, EXCAVATION AND GRADING AND THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF GAS PIPING

I
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WHEREAS, in order to protect the health, safety and
welfare of the citizens of the City of Nitro, the City

I

Council has found that a basic minimum housing standard code,
an excavation and grading code and a gas code should be
adopted and
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the 1976 edition
of the standard housing code, the 1975 edition of the standard
excavation and grading code and the 1976 edition of the
standard gas code as adopted and promulgated by the Southern
Building Code Congress International, Inc. and
WHEREAS, copies of the aforesaid codes have been made
available to the general public at the Mayor's and Clerk's
Offices for their inspection and
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that the

I

adoption of said codes would promote the general health,
safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the City of Nitro and
WHEREAS, the City Council is desirous that said codes
become enacted into law and made a part of the Nitro City Code,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, THAT the 1976
edition of the standard housing code, the 1975 edition of the
standard excavation and grading code and the 1976 edition of
the standard gas code as adopted

by the Southern Building

Code Congress International, Inc. and as the same have been
amended by Council, be, and the same are hereby, enacted and
adopted as law for the City of Nitro to the same extent as if
the same were duly

set out and printed herein.

I
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It is further ordained and enacted, that ten copies
of each code shall be on file in the Office of the City
Recorder for the inspection and use of the general public
and sufficient additional copies of said codes shall be
kept for distribution to the public on demand.
Introduced on first reading on the 15th day of
February, 1977.
Adopted upon second reading on the 15th day of March,
1977.

I

RECORDER
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept the second reading of the ordinance. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
REPORT REGARDING PUBLIC MEETING PERTAINING TO
PARKING PROBLEMS.(MEETING DATE MARCH 5, 1977, 2:00 P.M.)
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee, stated that the meeting was a very
fruitful meeting as far as the input that the citizens put
into the areas that were in question, and that since that
time the Street and Traffic Committee has been visiting
areas to correct some of the situations that exist. We
have not corrected them all, Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
said, but we are still working on them.
Councilman Miller asked about the problem on
21st Street and Bank Street. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
stated that when he had an opportunity he would talk to
hief^Craft about the parking problem on 21st Street and
ank Street.

I
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AGREEMENT PERTAINING TO HARRINGTON ROAD LAND SLIDE
REPAIRS: Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,Chairman of the
Street and Traffic Committee, explained that we have a
tentative agreement, and that Mr. Armada had requested that
certain minor changes be made in the agreement pertaining
to the sanitary sewer because Brookhaven is served by the
Union Public Service District.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion
to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement as corrected by
Mr. Armada which had been prepared by the attorney of
Estill & Greenlee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
(Copy of agreement is in supplement file to the minutes.)
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING WITH
KANAWHA COULNTY COURT COMMISSIONERS (MEETING DATE MARCH 2. 1977.
10:30 A.JXL.; : Councilman Bailey, Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, explained that the purpose of the
meeting with the Kanawha County Court Commissioners was to
emphasize the need for ambulance service. Councilman Bailey
pointed out that Nitro had a population of approximately
8,900 people, and the population was well scattered geographically
Councilman Bailey further said that another point they emphasized
was the closing of the Nitro - St. Albans Bridge in regard to
this need. Councilman Bailey stated they were seeking avenues
of financial assistance from the Kanawha County Court
Commissioners.
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EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING WITH
MR. JACK WHITING, REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND MR. JACK
DEARIEN, APE AMBULANCE SERVICE (MEETING DATE MARCH 9, 7:30 P.M)
Councilman Bailey, Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance Service
Committee, stated that the purpose of the meeting was for
determining cost factors, and for determining the protection
we can give the citizens of Nitro, if and when we are able
to enter into a contractual agreement for a permanent
installation of an emergency ambulance here in our city.
Councilman Bailey said that a second meeting with
the Kanawha County Court Commissioners had been scheduled
Wednesday, March 23, 1977, at 11:30 a.m., in the hearing room
on the 1st floor of the Kanawha County Court House, and at this
meeting they would give the Kanawha County Court Commissioners
data that had been received at the March 9, 1977, meeting.
Councilman Bailey referred to a letter from The Nitro
Ministerial Association, dated March 14, 1977, which was in
regard to their recommendations in reference to ambulance
service. (Copy of letter is in supplement file to the minutes.)
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Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Olaf K. Walker,
Manager Of Governmental Affairs, with Columbia Gas of
West Virginia. Mr. Walker read the resolution to support
the Arctic Gas Project.
RESOLUTION
Memorializing the President and Congress to support
the Arctic Gas Project.
WHEREAS the United States suffers economically and
environmentally from a severe shortage of natural gas; and
WHEREAS the events of this past winter and the
natural gas shortages which we incurred here in West Virginia •
and in other states, dramatically points up the need for
quickly establishing the best method of bringing the natural
gas reserves of the Prudhoe Bay area of Alaska to the lower
48 states, and

I

WHEREAS the major supplier of natural gas to the
State of West Virginia, Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation,
is a participant in the Arctic Gas Project designed to move
Prudhoe Bay gas by large diameter pipeline through Canada to
eastern and midwestern markets, including those served by
Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation in this and six
neighboring states, thereby affording the most direct means
by which Alaskan gas can be made available to markets in this
State, and
WHEREAS our nation's chief architect of Federal
Power Planning and Action, the Federal Power Commission, in
its December, 1976 meeting issued staff recommendation for
certification of the Arctic Gas Project as being "vastly
superior" when compared with alternative projects, and
WHEREAS virtually all of the assemblage of data
thus compiled indicates that the proposed overland pipeline
route through Alaska and Canada will afford the safest, most
environmentally acceptable and economically prudent method
proposed to date for the movement of Arctic Gas to markets
in the lower 48 states: now, Therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the municipal Council of the City of Nitro
Kanawha County, West Virginia hereby expenses its support for
the Arctic Gas Project.
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RESOLVED further, This Council urges the President
of the United States, the Secretary of the Interior, the
Congress of the United States, and other responsible federal
agencies to expeditiously take all necessary action for the
furtherance of the authorization of the construction and
operation of"the proposed Arctic Gas Project.
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The Clerk of the City is directed to forward copies
of this resolution to the West Virginia Congressional Delegation.

I

Mayor*;~ Wrlliam D. Gibson
City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia
DATE

City clerk,

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson read a petition addressed to the Mayor
and Nitro City Councilmen. The petition was signed by 79
citizens, and they petitioned the Nitro City Government to
provide them with whatever assistance possible and proper to
provide them with relief from the conditions which have been
common since the establishment in the community of the
business known as the "Pub." Many of the citizens who signed
the petition and live in the area were present and expressed
much dissatisfaction in general regarding the way the "Pub"
is being operated. (Copy of petition is in supplement file
to the minutes.)
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Mayor Gibson referred to a letter, dated March 10,
1977, he had written to Mr. Patrick B. Boggs Commissioner
of the Alcohol Beverage Control, and with this letter Mayor
Gibson had enclosed a copy of the petition, and the Mayor
requested The Alcohol Beverage Control's full cooperation
in this matter. (Copy of letter is in supplement file to the
minutes.)
Mayor Gibson read a petition dated March 10, 1977,
which he received March 15, 1977. The petition stated that
a 31 foot air stream camper parked at 614 6th Street was >
blocking driveways and causing parking problems on the street.
( Copy of the petition is in supplement file to the minutes.)
Councilman Miller recommended the petition be referred to the
Ordinance Committee.
Mayor Gibson introduced Rose Pontier and Karen
Harpold from Nitro High School. Rose read a letter which
stated the recommendations of the NHS traffic sub-Committee
in reference to the vehicle traffic situation.

I
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Karen said that the recommendations had been passed by a
unanimous vote by the Student Council. (Copy of letter
is in supplement file to the minutes.)
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to commend the Traffic Sub Committee of Nitro High School
for their recommendations. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
seconded the motion, and the motion passed by a unanimous
vote.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received in the mail copies of the following
correspondence. (Copies of correspondence are in
supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

The City of Nitro had received a notice
dated February 28, 1977, from The Kanawha
County Commission stating that effective
March 15, 1977, the price at the Western
Landfill for the disposal of solid waste
will be $4.00 per ton which was increased
from $2.75 per ton.

2.

Joseph S. Jones, Commissioner of the West
Virginia Department of Highways had written
a letter to Mayor Gibson acknowledging the
Mayor's letter to them, dated February 8,
1977, requesting initiation of the improvements to the Nitro - St. Albans Bridge.

3.

Roy Stricklen, Real Estate Department of the
Kanawha Valley Bank, had written Mayor Gibson
a letter dated March 3, 1977, stating that he
did not have the authority to make the repairs
on the sidewalk on the corner of Bank Street
and 21st Street, Nitro, but that he had
directed a copy of the Mayor's letter to the
owner, Andrew Payne, Jr.

4.

Robert Y. Hayne had written a letter to Mayor
Gibson,dated March 11, 1977, in referance to
their recommendations on Armour Creek Bridge
just off 40th Street Road near Brookhaven.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for committee reports and
new business.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

I

No new business.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

No new business.
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey reminded
council of the meeting with the Kanawha County Court
Commissioners, March 23, 1977, at 11:30 a.m.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

No new business.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that the problem
of the train blocking the street in the east end had been
corrected, and that the rail road crossings had been up graded
at Lock Street and Eleventh Street.
COUNCILMAN DR. ALLEN:

No new business.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No new business.

COUNCILMAN MILLER:

No new business.

MR. MELTON:

No new business.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER

I

I

39

I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 5, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on April 5, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D, Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Mr. Armada,
City Attorney, and Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen were
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, MARCH 15, 1977 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Bailey, and the motion passed.
MARCH 1977, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance February 28, 1977
Receipts, March
Disbursements, March
Balance in checking account
March 31, General Fund
Balance in savings account
March 31, General Fund

I

17,013.61
34,574.70
50,207.94

General Fund

1,380.37
10,234.48

EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING WITH
KANAWHA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (MEETING DATE MARCH 23, 1977^
11:30 A.M.):Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, stated that they had met with
the Kanawha County Commissioners, and at the request of the
Kanawha County Commissioners they had a meeting last evening,
April 4, to pursue another area of concern as it relates to
our ambulance service. Nitro is in a two county area and
this presents a host of legal technicalities, Councilman Bailey
said.
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Councilman Bailey further stated that they were pursuing this
area now, and hopefully within three to four weeks they will
be able to announce the final results of these meetings.

I

AGREEMENT PERTAINING TO BARRINGTON ROAD LAND SLIDE:
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, was out of
West Virginia on business, and Mayor Gibson announced that the
agreement had been signed by both Estill & Greenlee Realtors,
Inc. and The City of Nitro.
Mayor Gibson stated that the public meeting on the
Revenue Sharing Budget was held April 2, 1977 at 1:30 p.m.
This meeting was advertised in the Kanawha Valley Leader
March 31, 1977 as prescribed by law.
Mayor Gibson referred to a letter dated March 23,
1977, from Mayor Gibson to Mr. Patrick B. Boggs, Director of
Enforcement Division of the West Virginia Alcohol Beverage
Control regarding the "Pub" on Main Avenue.
Mayor Gibson also referred to a letter with attachments to him dated March 28, 1977, from Jack B. Lavender,
Director of Enforcement Division of the West Virginia Alcohol
Beverage Control. The letter stated that the Commissioner
had suspended the license of The Pub effective April 12 until
June 30, 1977.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received in the mail copies of the following
correspondence. (Copies of correspondence are in supplement
file to the minutes.)
1.

2.

I

Mayor Gibson received the following letters in regard
to the resolution adopted by The Nitro City Council
in support of the Arctic Gas Project:
(A)

from Honorable Robert C. Byrd
a letter dated March 23, 1977

U. S. Senator,

(B)

from Honorable Harley 0. Staggers, Congressman,
a letter dated March 24, 1977

(C)

from Honorable John Slack, Congressman, a letter
dated March 26, 1977

(D)

from Honorable Robert H. Mollohan, Congressman,
a letter dated March 31, 1977

Mayor Gibson referred to the following letters which
were in reference to lower Plant Road 42nd Street,
Nitro, Con-Rail railroad crossing:

I
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(A) from Bud Miller, Building & Industrial Whsle. Co.,
a letter dated March 21, 1977, to J. J. Dwyer,
Director, Railroad Safety Division, Public Service
Commission
(B) from Mayor Gibson a letter dated March 22, 1977,
to J. J. Dwyer, Director, Railroad Safety
Division, Public Service Commission
(C)

from A. S. Thomas, Jr., a letter dated March 22,
1977, to Mayor Gibson

Mayor Gibson read the letter dated March 25, 1977, to
Mr. Robert Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. from
Mayor Gibson, asking for an inspection and an up-todate report in reference to the hump in the road near
the residence of Dr. R. V. Allen on 21st Street.

I

I

A delegation from 31st Street, East was present and
informed council of the bad condition of the road on 31st Street,
East, the slip on 31st Street, East, and the drainage problems
on 31st Street, East.
The delegation also voiced their
complaints about three old houses, and about junked cars and
junked trucks in the area.
The citizens present are as follows:
Gilbert Cook
49 31st Street, East

Richard McGrew
50 31st Street, East

Alma Cook
49 31st Street, East

Mary Cook
51 31st Street, East

Edna McClanahan
32 31st Street, East

Ralph Cook
51 31st Street, East

Jack and Violet Cavender
80 31st Street, East

Ruthie McGrew
50 31st Street, East

Orville Q. Miller
63 31st Street, East

James E. Hackett
46 31st Street, East

Hugh M. Lunsford
77 31st Street, East

Louise Hackett
46 31st Street, East

Charles Boggess
64 3Ist Street, East

R. A. Daily
61 31st Street, East
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer problems of 31st Street, East to the Storm Drain
Committee because it appeared that the storm drains needed
to be upgraded first. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

I

Mr. Earl Marion asked about the railroad crossing
that had been taken out beside Center Street near a business
which he operates. Mr. Marion stated that there was no way
of getting to the body shop except going through the car lot.
Mayor Gibson referred to a letter from the Kidney
Foundation of West Virginia, Inc. dated March 21, 1977, in
which they requested a solicitation permit for April 9, 1977.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
give them permission to solicit April 9, 1977. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson also referred to a letter from The
Tri-River Council Camp Fire Girls, Inc., in which they requested
a permit to solicit in the City of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to table
the decision on giving The Tri-River Council Camp Fire Girls,
Inc. permission to solicit in The City of Nitro until more
research could be done. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter
dated March 22, 1977, from Samuel L. Britten, Lt Col, Corps of
Engineers, Huntington District, in reference to the Final Draft
Plans pertaining to the proposed boat marina and other recreational
facilities situated between Kanawha River and Main Avenue near
Smith Street.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that
Mayor Gibson correspond with the Corps of Engineers to inform
them that Council concurs with the Final Draft Master Plans
encourage them to proceed.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Thomas and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would supply Council
with the appraisal and deed on the track of land situated at
Cochran Hollow off Bailes Drive which had been offered to The
City of Nitro for one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500).
Located on this land is a tower which supplies The City radio
communications.

I
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Mayor Gibson said that Nitro Firemen's Civil
Commission scheduled an examination in an effort to promote
a fireman to sergeant, and to promote a sergeant to
lieutenant at City Hall April 18, 1977 at 7:30 p.m.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Policemen's Civil
Service Commission had started the public hearing of
Mr. Jerry Summers, a former policeman at 7:00 p.m.,
March 30, 1977. The Mayor further stated that the hearing
had been continued to April 6, 1977, at 7:00 p.m. because
they were unable to finish the hearing in one night.
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, and Chairman of
The Finance Committee stated that The Finance Committee
and Council had met April 2, 1977, and that Council needed
to vote on the budget estimate for the fiscal year 1977-1978.
Mr. Melton stated that all full time employees
would receive a $25.00 per month raise. This would not
include elected officials, Mr. Melton said, but that The
City would pay all full time employee's hospitalization
insurance, however, this would not include the employee's
family.
1977-1978 tentative Revenue Sharing Budget is as

I

follows:
POLICE DEPARTMENT
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0
0
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CREMATORY AND GARBAGE DEPARTMENT
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0

0

0

20,000
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After a lengthly discussion on priorities Mr. Melton
made a motion to vote on the approval of the budget estimate
for the fiscal year 1977-1978. Councilman at Large Karnes
seconded the motion, and the motion passed. Councilman at
Large Pennington opposed, and Councilman Miller abstained
from voting.

I

(Copy of the Budget estimate for the fiscal year 1977-1978 is
in the supplement file to the minutes.)
Mr. Melton asked the Mayor and Council to sign the
budget estimate.
Mayor Gibson asked for committee reports and new
business.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that
he had received a call from Kenneth West who lived on
Washington Avenue about a broken storm sewer that resulted
in water on Mr. West's property.
Councilman Miller said that people were concerned
about the heavy traffic and heavy equipment which would be a
result of the apartments being built on the Milhoan property
complex. Councilman Miller felt that the City should document
the condition of the street at this time because the people
were concerned about the continued deterioration of Lock Street
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No new business.

I

COUNCILMAN CASSELL: Councilman Cassell asked if
the work on the storm sewer at the entrance to Brookhaven
had been accepted. Mayor Gibson stated he would report to
him when the work was fully accepted as being complete.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey asked that
a letter be sent to The Department of Highways asking them
to ditch on First Avenue, South from Red Oak Drive down to
United Dodge. Mayor Gibson stated that perhaps a telegram
could be sent to The Department of Highways that this might
be more effective.
Councilman Bailey stated that on Michigan Avenue
off Blackwood Street there was an area around a manhole
three feet deep that he felt the contractor should repair.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington stated the crossing guard who was supposed to be at
the Plant Road crossing at 2:30 p.m. when the school children
got out of school sometimes was not there.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

No new business.
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Mr. Paul Hill of 615 6th Street asked if any
action had been taken on the petition in reference to
the thirty-one foot camper parked at 614 6th Street which
was discussed at the March 15, 1977 Council Meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee was absent
but had been contacting some of the other cities in an
effort to obtain information.
Mr. Earl Marion expressed his thanks for the
upgrading of the parking lot at 21st Street.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 19, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on April 19, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Frank Armada, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes , Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer
Thomas, Jr., Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.

I

PUBLIC HEARING ON REVENUE SHARING MONIES APRIL 2, 1977, MINUTES:
Mr. Tom Melton, Chairman of The
Finance Committee, made a motion the Minutes of the April 2,
1977, Public Hearing On Revenue Sharing Monies be put in
The Minutes Book as a matter of official record and that
The Revenue Sharing Allocation be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
The April 2, 1977 Minutes of The Public Hearing On Revenue
Sharing Monies is as follows:
PUBLIC HEARING, REVENUE SHARING
APRIL 2, 1977
The Revenue Sharing Public Hearing was called to
order on April 2, 1977 at 1:30 p.m. o'clock at Nitro City Hall
by the Honorable William D. Gibson. Present were City Recorder,
Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at
Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Dr. Roy Allen,
Councilman Gus Bailey and Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell and Councilman Dean Miller were absent
The first item for discussion was the removal of one
policeman's and one Street Department employee's salary from
Revenue Sharing Fund and transferred to the General Fund. This
would give additional monies in the Revenue Sharing Fund for
other expenses. The decision to transfer the two salaries
will go into effect July 1, 1977.
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The Council then took under consideration giving
all City employees an annual salary increase from the
Revenue Sharing Fund. After a lengthy discussion, Treasurer
Tom Melton explained that any increase in salaries is a
continual expense and Revenue Sharing Funds are disbursed
by the Federal Government and there was a possibility at
some future date these funds could be terminated.
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Further discussion followed on how the Revenue
Sharing Funds should be allocated, those present decided
that the monies should be used as follows:
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES, APRIL 5 1977 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman Thomas made
a motion the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.
APPRAISAL AND DEED ON THE TRACK OF LAND AT
COCHRAN HOLLOW OFF OF BAILES DRIVE: Mayor Gibson stated that
The City of Nitro had been offered a half undivided interest
in the track of land situated at Cochran Hollow off Bailes
Drive where a tower is located which supplies The City radio
communications.

I
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Councilman Bailey made a motion to purchase a half
undivided interest in the track of land situated at
Cochran Hollow off Bailes Drive where a tower is located
which supplies The City radio communication for
one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) from
Mrs. Clarence Jones, contingent on the findings of The City
Attorney. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of The Finance
Committee made a motion the March, 1977 Financial Statement
be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller,
and the motion passed.
STORM DRAIN PROBLEMS ON 31st STREET, EAST:
Councilman Miller, Chairman of The Storm Drain Committee,
stated that 80 to 90 per cent of the storm drains on
East 31st Street were not in operation, and that it would be
a major undertaking to up grade the storm drain system.
Councilman Miller made a motion to have Appalachian Engineers,
Inc. to investigate the storm drains on East 31st Street and
for them to come up with a proposed plan which would be
submitted to the residents for their approval. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.

I

LETTER FROM TRI-RIVER COUNCIL CAMP FIRE GIRLS INC.:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to table the
decision on giving The Tri-River Council Camp Fire Girls, Inc.
permission to solicit in The City of Nitro. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that on March 23, 1977, he did
on behalf of Nitro sign an agreement with Estill & Greenlee Co.
to start repairs on Harrington Road and restore the area to its
original condition before the slide took place. He further
stated that he had been in touch with Union Public Service
regarding the breakdown of the sanitary sewers in the area.
The sanitary sewers and the sanitary sewer service is provided
by The Union Public Service District, Mayor Gibson said.
Mr. Robert D. Schwartz
17 Harrington Road,

Mrs. Debbie Criste
12 Harrington Road, and

Mr. Gerald J. Trosper
20 Harrington Road,

Miss Karen Harpold
24 Harrington Road,

were present as a delegation from Harrington Road.

I

Miss Harpold expressed her concern over the delay
in beginning the repairs of the slide. Mayor Gibson assured
her everything was being done that could be done.
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Miss Harpold stated that a representative of Estill & Greenlee
told her that they would not get the steel to be used in the
repairs until the end of the month.

I

Mrs. Criste said that she felt that the residents
should be asked to use their garage and driveway instead of
parking their cars on Harrington Road because of the problem
the firemen had in getting up and down Harrington Road when
they went to a recent fire on Harrington Road.
Mr. Schwartz asked that a fire hydrant be put at
the top of the hill on Harrington Road.
Chief Clyde Harris of The Nitro Fire Department
explained that The Fire Department had two tanker trucks,
a Mack Truck that carries 1,000 gallons of water, and a
67 Ford Truck that carries 500 gallons of water. Chief Harris
said that each truck has 1500 feet of 2% inch hose, 600 feet
of 1% inch hose, and 200 feet booster lines. He stated that
they had permission to go through a yard to get up the hill,
and that they could and would answer all fire calls.
Councilman Dr. Gassell made a motion to erect
"NO PARKING" signs on the right side of Harrington Road from
Brentwood Circle up to the slip until the slip is corrected.
The motion was seconded by Dr. Allen, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
Mrs. William Harper of 311 Michigan Avenue, South
explained that Mr. Gerome Goldberg had put above her property
a fence across Michigan Avenue. She stated that she owns
Lot 36 and Lot 37, and beside Lot 38, Lot 39, and Lot 40
in the street was where Mr. Goldberg had piled dirt, trash,
and trees, and that he had completely blocked the street, and
there was no way out. Mrs. Harper said that her driveway
comes from First Avenue, South, through to the back of her
house.
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Mayor Gibson replied that Mr. Goldberg had petitioned
The City to abandon the right of way behind the Dunbar Supply
& Sash, and The City had abandoned it i:
Mr. Armada told Mrs. Harper that the critical
question was is the debris on Mr. Goldberg's property or is
it on the unpaved street. Councilman Bailey stated that there
was no question, it was in the street.
Mrs. Harper said she would supply Mayor Gibson with
a map which listed Lots 38, 39, and 40 as unknown.
Mrs. Harper said there were three houses that
Mr. Goldberg owned that was not on the sanitary sewer system.
Mayor Gibson assured her the problem would be looked into.

I
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When asked if she had any comment, Mrs. Trout
of 1st Avenue, South said that she had nothing to say,
that Mrs. Harper had said it all.
Mayor Gibson stated that on October 21, 1975, the
former City Council adopted a resolution and passed an
ordinance giving The Sanitary; Board permission to issue
bonds for the amount of one hundred forty-nine thousand
dollars ($149,000).
Mayor Gibson referred to a letter to him from
Dennis R. Vaughan, Jr. dated April 4, 1977, and to the
copy of a Resolution awarding the one hundred forty-nine
thousand dollars ($149,000) Series 1975 City of Nitro
sewage system revenue bond to the United States Department
of Agriculture, Farmers Home Administration at 5% per annum.
The resolution is as follows:
CITY OF NITRO
$149,000 Sewerage System Revenue Bond,
Series 1975

I

RESOLUTION AWARDING $149,000 SERIES 1975
CITY OF NITRO SEWERAGE SYSTEM REVENUE BOND
AND FIXING THE RATE OF INTEREST THEREON
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, West Virginia, by Bond
Authorizing Ordinance heretofore duly adopted on the 16th day
of September, 1975, authorized, among other things, the issuance
of an $149,000 Series 1975 Revenue Bond of the City; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ENACTED, that
the City of Nitro hereby formally accepts the bid of the
United States Department of Agriculture, Farmers Home
Administration, for the Bond, does hereby award such Bond to
said successful bidder, and does further hereby set the interest
rate on the Bond at 5% per annum, all other terms, provisions
and conditions of said Bond to be as provided in the aforesaid
Bond Authorizing Ordinance; and it is ordered that this
Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its adoption.
Resolution Adopted:

I
Clerk
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by unanimous
vote.

I

Mayor Gibson told Council that the Drainage Project
on East 39th Street had been pending four years. The water
comes off Bailes Drive down onto 40th Street and onto
East 39th Street which is paved. The Mayor stated that an
agreement had been prepared, for the property owners
signatures but the owners would not sign the agreement.
Mayor Gibson stated that the engineering work had
been done on The Drainage Project on East 39th Street
starting on the property owned by Freda Patton, however,
The City must obtain a right of entry on property owned
by Orville Q. Miller and Cathy E. Miller before they can
proceed with the project.
Mayor Gibson asked the Council's approval for
The City Attorney to get a twenty foot in width right of
entry for the drainage project on East 39th Street.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for The City Attorney to get a twenty foot in width right
of entry onto the Miller Property for the drainage project
on East 39th Street. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson asked that the file he presented
before Council on the drainage project on East 39th Street
be made a part of the supplement file to the minutes.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Harvey Collins had
requested that the Nitro Little League Baseball players be
given permission to conduct a parade at 10:30 a.m. April 30,
1977, with a police escort from 21st. Street down 1st Avenue
up 19th Street and out Plant Road to the ball park.
Councilman
Miller made a motion to give them permission to conduct the
parade with police escort. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson said that he had a request from
W. D. Henson for Council's approval on the removal of a
street light between 1460 and 1462 Sattes Circle. This
request was referred to the Street Light - Street Numbering
& Street Sign Committee.
Mr. Armada announced his resignation as City Attorney
and commended The Administration and Council on the open
Council Meetings.
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Mr. Armada recommended Layton F. Cottrill of
Poca, West Virginia who is presently Assistant Attorney
General for the State of West Virginia as his replacement
as City Attorney for Nitro. Mr. Armada stated that he
would prepare a letter to Mayor Gibson setting forth the
exact date of his resignation.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to accept
the resignation of Mr. Armada, and as per Mr. Armada's
request, that Mr. Layton F. Cottrill be employed to
replace him. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson asked for committee chairman reports
and new business.
MR. MELTON, RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE:Mr. Melton made a motion Council approve the
Rates of Levies for fiscal year 1977-1978 for the State
Tax Department. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed by a unanimous
vote.
(Rates of Levies are in supplement file to the minutes.)
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COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller suggested
the citizens be asked to participate in the clean up of
city streets.
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

No new business or committee

reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that he would consult with Mr. Cottrill
on the problem of trailers being parked on the streets, and
that he would ask for a definition of terms in reference to
trailers and recreation vehicles.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

No new business or committee

reports.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said that he
had a request from Mr~Charles Johnson for Mrs. Lola Parsons
who lives on Michigan Avenue off Cleveland Avenue for a
"QUITE, SICKNESS" sign to be erected.

I

Councilman Bailey, Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, stated that The Kanawha County
Commissioners were willing to support Nitro financially
6 months and on a month to month basis while the
St. Albans- Nitro Bridge is closed, however, Ade Emergency
Services, Inc. will not enter into a contract with
The City of Nitro for a period less than one year.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
Councilman
at Large Pennington asked about the crossing guard at
19th Street. Mayor Gibson stated that the gentleman
who was the crossing guard had resigned and a replacement for him had not been hired, but that in the meantime
the police were taking care of traffic at 19th Street.
The Mayor encouraged the Councilmen to assist him in
his efforts to obtain a replacement.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at
Large Karnes stated that he had several complaints
about drivers in vehicles speeding at Valentine Circle,
and he suggested that some signs might be erected such
as "CHILDREN PLAYING" and perhaps a school zone sign.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 3, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on May 3, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr., and Councilman
Gus Bailey. City Attorney Frank Armada, and Councilman Miller
were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. Reverend Wilbur Turner, Associate Pastor of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, APRIL 19 1977 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APRIL 1977 FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Tom Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, gave the
following report:
Balance March 31, 1977
Receipts, April
Disbursements
Balance in checking account
April 30, General Fund
Investment Saving,
General Fund

1,380.37
84,611.64
64,126.60

General Fund

21,865.41
10,373.27

LETTER FROM TRI-RIVER COUNCIL CAMP FIRE GIRLS:
CounciIman Dr. Allen stated that he had talked to Ms. Toby
Pino, Charleston Area District Director of The Tri-River
Council Camp Fire Girls, and that there were no Camp Fire
Girl Units in the City of Nitro, but there were units in
surrounding communities.

I

Councilman Bailey made a motion to give The
Tri-River Council Camp Fire Girls, Inc. permission to
solicit businesses in Nitro. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
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City Recorder Melton, Councilman at Large Pennington, and
Councilman at Large Karnes opposed the motion; Councilman
Thomas, Councilman Dr. Cassell, and Councilman Bailey
voted in favor of the motion. Councilman at Large Allen
abstained from voting and Mayor Gibson cast the deciding
vote in favor of the motion.

I

REMOVAL OF STREET LIGHT BETWEEN 1460 AND 1462
SATTES CIRCLE:Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman Miller,
Chairman of the Street Light Commitee, was out of town,
but that Councilman Miller had talked with the residents
who had requested permission for removal of the light,
and Councilman Miller felt that the light should be
removed.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to
give permission for the removal of the street light
between 1460 and 1462 Sattes Circle. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion passed by a unanimous,vote.
STREET CLEAN UP REQUESTING THE CITIZEN'S
PARTICIPATION!Mayor Gibson said that he had talked
with Mr. Williams, Director of Public Works, and that
Mr. Williams would like to start the street clean up
June 1, with the trucks picking up the debris from the
streets each Wednesday in the month of June. The
debris should be put in bags, boxes or metal containers
and placed on the curb, Mavor Gibson said.

I

Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the Minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 26,
1977, from Reverend Leroy 0. Beyer in reference
to the new Church they are planning to build.
2.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter, dated
1977, to Reverend Leroy Beyer, informing
the site plan of New Holy Trinity Church
the building requirements of the City of
in all respects.

April 28,
him that
meets
Nitro

3.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to residents
of Barrington Road dated April 28, 1977, regarding
the status of pending repairs to Barrington Road.

Mayor Gibson stated that he talked with
Mr. Paul Greenlee on the phone and that Mr. Greenlee
expected delivery of the steel May 4, 1977, and that work
should start immediately thereafter.

I
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4.

The Recreation Department received a letter dated
April 28, 1977, from the Community School in regard
to the closing of the building, effective April 28,
for the Wednesday evening Recreation Program.

5.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter, dated May 1,
1977, to Mr. Henry Booth in reference to a
discrepancy in building permit regarding
number of apartment units and estimated cost of
of construction requesting that Mr. Booth pay
an additional two hundred dollars ($200) for
his building permit.

Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Booth had in fact
already complied with his request.
6.

I

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated May 3, 1977,
to Mrs. Leona O'Neill in reference to two dwellings
owned by Mrs. O'Neill situated on the corner of
Walker Street and Lee Avenue stating that the buildings had to either be torn down or repaired in
compliance with the City of Nitro Building Code.

Mayor Gibson said that he had received a letter
from ADT Security Systems, and that the Heck's Store under
construction in Cross Lanes wanted to tie into the Nitro
Police Department's Alarm System.
This matter was referred to the Police Department
Committee, and Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the
Police Department Committee, was to give a report at the
May 17th Council Meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated that at the May 17th Council
Meeting he would have the facts about which streets needed
to be repaved and a cost estimate from Mr. Hayne of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he had requested
Mr. Jerry Thornton submit a bill to the City for an
appraisal of property on Bailes Drive he had made for
the City. Councilman Dr. Cassell who had arranged for
Mr. Thornton to make the appraisal said that Mr. Thornton
is a native of Nitro and did this at the wishes of the
City and Mr. Thornton does not wish to send a bill, and
there will be no fees involved. The Mayor stated that he
had already written a letter of thanks to Mr. Thornton,
and further stated that Mr. Thornton had done excellent
work in this regard.
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Mayor Gibson stated the Police Chief, Colonel Craft,
felt that in order to have a well balanced Police Department
there was a need for the establishment of rank of corporal
in the Police Department. He is of the opinion that a
policeman should serve as corporal before becoming sergeant
and that The Police Department Rules And Regulationswhich
were adopted by City Council October 21,19/5 be amended
accordingly.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that Police
Chief Craft's wishes be complied with and that this matter
be referred to the Police Committee for their review, with
the committee given the authority to act on Colonel Craft's
request. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and
the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman
reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes said that at the Walker Street railroad crossing a
tie was missing. Councilman at Large Karnes stated that
there was a dangerous situation on Route 25 at Lum's
Restaurant created by drivers of vehicles making "U TURNS"
at the break in the median there.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to request
the West Virginia State Road Commission designate that
vehicles not be allowed to make "U Turns there. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Allen and the motion passed
unanimously.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington, Chairman of the Recreation Committee stated that
anyone wanting to purchase a season pass for the pool in the
future would be required to fill out an application. Councilman at Large Pennington submitted Mr. Eastwood's proposed
changes in prices on season passes and other price changes for
the pool, on shelter rentals at Ridenour Park, and on boat
rental at Ridenour Park.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that in the future
pool passes purchased by people living outside the City limits
of Nitro would be doubled as compared to what Nitro residents
will pay. This also includes passes purchased at the gate.

I
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The new prices for the pool are:
RESIDENTS OF
THE CITY OF NITRO
SEASON PASSES AT POOL
Family pass
$50.00
Single pass

$25.00

AT POOL GATE
12 yrs. of age
or over
$ 2.00
Under 12 yrs.
of age

I

$ 1.25

THOSE RESIDING OUTSIDE
NITRO CITY LIMITS
SEASON PASSES AT POOL
Family pass
$100.00
Single pass

$ 50.00

AT POOL GATE
12 yrs. of age
or over
$

4.00

Under 12 yrs.
of age
$

2.50

The new price for shelter rental at Ridenour
Park will be $10.00 for % day, and $15.00 for all day.
At Ridenour Park the paddle boats rent for
$1.50 for % hour. The John boats rent for $1.50 for
1 hour.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that the
new prices be acceptd, and that any person more than
three months in arrears on municipal service or sanitary
service be denied season passes at the pool. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey referred
to a letter from Barbara B. Bacon requesting assistance
be given to Mr. Kenneth Turner to obtain sewer facilities
next to Hansford Cochran's lot.
(Copy of
letter is in supplement file to the minutes.)

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the Sanitary Board had
been working on this problem several months in an effort to
provide this service and further informed Council that
Mr. Cochran with the approval of the Sattes heirs had gone
through the procedure of closing an alley designated on
property maps in this area. The Mayor further stated that
Attorney Vaughan's opinion was that this alley had not been
legally closed and that he was researching this transaction
further in an effort to make a final decision.
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Councilman Bailey reported that a glass
had been broken on the sign of The First Presbyterian
Church of Nitro on 21st Street, Saturday, April 12th.
Previously, window lights had been broken on the
back side of the church on 22nd Street.

I

Councilman Bailey asked for assistance in
doing something about the deplorable condition of the
vacant lot near The Dunbar Supply & Sash Company.
Mayor Gibson stated that a junk yard business had been
operating there for many years prior to being annexed
into the City, but that he was willing to cooperate in
everyway possible to clean up the area.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell
had no reports.Councilman Dr.Cassell asked about a
committee to take care of the old houses that should be
torn down. Mayor Gibson stated that the Building and
Planning Committee could handle this.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
that the month of June be declared Nitro Beautification
Month. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that the
City had one man for the electrical inspections and one
man for the building inspections. Mayor Gibson said he
felt that one man should be employed to fill the double
role of electrical inspector and building inspector.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for the Mayor to locate and hire one man to fill the
positions of both electrical inspector and building
inspector. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen had no reports 7
COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

Councilman Thomas had no reports

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed.

MAYOR

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 17, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on May 17, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman
at Large Donald Karnes and Councilman Thomas were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. Mayor Gibson, on behalf of the elected officials,
welcomed the citizens who were in attendance. Mayor Gibson
introduced Mr. Layton Cottrill, Nitro's new City Attorney.

I

Reverend Wilbur Turner, Associate Pastor of
St. Paul's United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, MAY 3. 1977: Mayor Gibson
stated each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes
in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion the minutes be approved.
The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed.
APPROVAL OF APRIL 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of
April, 1977, Financial Statement in the mail. Mr. Melton
made a motion that the April, 1977, Financial Statement
be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I

APT SECURITY SYSTEMS - HECK'S STORE CROSS LANES:
CounciIman at Large Dr. Allen Chairman of the Police
Department Committee, requested that this matter be put
on the agenda for the June 7, 1977 Council Meeting.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen explained that he had
talked with the Heck's Company, and that they Ifenew very
little about the request to tie into the Nitro Police
Department's Alarm System, and that he wanted to talk to
the gentleman from ADT Security Systems and determine just
what our Police Department's responsibilities are because
the Nitro Police Department cannot answer calls in
Cross Lanes.
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STREET REPAVING REPORT (APPALACHIAN ENGINEERS):
CounciIman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of The Street
Committee, stated that Appalachian Engineers were getting
facts and cost figures, and that Mr. Hayne wanted the
Ward Councilmen to contribute input into the program in
order that they have a more comprehensive program.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell asked about assistance
on East 31st Street. Mayor Gibson stated that a cost
estimate on upgrading the drainage system on East 31st
Street had been requested from Appalachian Engineers by
Council.
Councilman Miller stated that a gentleman from
400 Washington Street had asked Council to consider
paving Cherry Street. This matter was referred to the
Street Committee.
Councilman Bailey stated that there was a cave
in where they built the manhole for the sewer on Michigan
Avenue off Blackwood Street. Councilman Bailey asked if the
contractors who did this work were under obligation to
correct this cave in. Mayor Gibson stated that they were
under obligation to correct this cave in.
STATUS REPORT ON HARRINGTON ROAD SLIDE:
Councilman Dr.Guy Cassell of the first ward reported that
they had steel on site and equipment on site, and hopefully
we will see a lot of action in the very near future.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that the "NO PARKING"
sign placed on each side of the slip on Barrington Road is
not sufficient. He explained they need several signs reading
"NO PARKING ON THIS SIDE" erected as you approach the slip on
the upper side. Mayor Gibson said that he would talk to
Mr. Williams about this problem.
Mayor Gibson stated that there was a delegation of
citizens from 34th Street present.
They are as follows:
Betty Pennybacker
3404 34th St.

Dortha Slowin
3407 34th St. and

Ed Pennybacker
3404 34th St.

Gene Slowin
3407 34th St.

Clarence Hedrick
3403 34th St.

I
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Mayor Gibson read a letter written to Mr. and
Mrs. Gene Slowin, 3407 34th Street, from John P. Carter,
Attorney and Counselor at Law, dated May 10, 1977.
Mr. Carter represents Mr. Denny L. Dickerson. The letter
requested that Mr. and Mrs. Slowin refrain from crossing
and trespassing upon Mr. Dickerson's property.
Mayor Gibson stated that it appears that the
property referred to was a City right of way. Mayor Gibson
said that a letter would be sent to Mr. Denny L. Dickerson
asking him to take down the wheels and cross bar connecting
the same which is on the City right of way.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the
Minutes.)

I

1.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 10,
1977, to Mr. Charles Saber, Chief Sanitarian, of
Kanawha Charleston Health Department in reference
to a large pile of cans and garbage situated at the
head of a driveway across 40th Street Road near the
C & J Beer Tavern.

2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 14, 1977,
from William R. Costello of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development in reference to
the Community Development Block Grant Program for
the fiscal year 1977 which stated that the City of
Nitro is not being invited to submit a full
application and that funding would not be provided
for fiscal year 1977.

3.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 20, 1977,
from The Honorable Robert C. Byrd, U. S. Senator,
in reference to the Community Development Block
Grant application.

4.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 2, 1977,
from E. E. Flanagan. Mr. Flanagan recommended
replacement of the radio presently installed in
the 1966 Ford fire truck at an approximate price of
Five hundred fifty dollars ($550).

Councilman Dr. Allen made a motion to refer the
decision t'o the Fire Department Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

I

5.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated May 10, 1977,
to Mr. Kyle Hilbert, Jr. of 3710 37th Street in
reference to the City of Nitro Ordinance governing
health standards pertaining to the keeping of dogs
within the corporate limits of Nitro.
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6.

Pool Pass Application ( Had been sent to each Councilman
for their review.)

7.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 11, 1977,
from the West Virginia Home Mission on Benimati
Street requesting a "No Parking" zone in front of
the Church.

I

Councilman Miller made a motion for a "No Parking" zone in front of the Church for two car spaces. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
8.

Nitro City
1977, from
requesting
businesses
which they

Council received a letter dated May 11,
Nitro-Putnam Elementary School PTA
permission to solicit merchants and
in Nitro for advertisements for a cookbook
are preparing.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to give
the Nitro-Putnam Elementary School PTA permission to solicit
merchants and businesses in Nitro for advertisements for a
cookbook. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and
the motion passed.
Councilman Bailey asked that a committee be appointed
to govern solicitations of businesses and the professions.
Mayor Gibson said that he would appoint a committee.
9.

Mayor Gibson said that a petition had been received
from residents on Michigan Avenue in reference to
mail delivery. The residents also stressed the
need of street and road repairs in that section.

I

Mayor Gibson said that the petition would be
forwarded to the Post Master.
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman Thomas had
called him about a request which he had received from a
citizen in regard to establishing a bicycle route down Main
Street to Lock Street to the City Park, and on 2nd Avenue.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this request to the Street and Traffic Committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and the motion
passed.
Mayor Gibson asked for new business and committee
chairman reports.
MR. MELTON, RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE: No reports.

I
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COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that
he had an inquiry from a senior at the high school who was
on the tennis team about the need for tennis courts.
Councilman Miller said that during the summer there was
only one tennis court where the net remained up.
Councilman Miller asked if any tennis courts were planned
at the Smith Street Landfill. It was decided that the
preliminary drawing presented by The Corps of Engineers
indicated a tennis court. This matter was referred to the
Recreation Committee.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

No reports.

No reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey, Chairman
of the Emergency Ambulance Service Committee, stated that
Ade Ambulance Service would not sign a contract for less
than one year, and that there were several avenues he
could pursue. Councilman Bailey said that he could
schedule a meeting with Mr. (Jerry) Quentin Roper who is
in charge of the Ambulance Service in Putnam County, and
The West Virginia Department of Emergency Services.
Councilman Bailey said that The First Presbyterian Church
of Nitro would like to erect a sign on Mr. Graves property
on 1st Avenue and Bank Street. There were no objections.
Councilman Bailey asked if the closed railroad
crossing near Stadler Greenhouse was a State right of way.
Mayor Gibson stated that it was.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington stated that he had anestimated total
cost for nine (9) fire hydrants for the City;
five (5) fire hydrants along 40th Street Road from
Easter Road to State Route #62,
one (1) on Easter Road,
two (2) on Barrington and Brentwood Road,
and one (1) on Norwood Road.
Councilman at Large Pennington referred to a letter
dated 8-6-76 from the West Virginia Water Company and stated
that the estimated total cost for the nine fire hydrants
was eleven thousand dollars ( $11,000)and further stated that
the City would be billed monthly by the West Virginia Water Co.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to accept this
proposal from the West Virginia Water Company. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington asked that a stop sign be
thf^Mr
dvay an5 L°?k Streetthat Mr.avi^^
Williams
would take care ofMaYor
this Gibson
matter.stated
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated that the
backboards for basketball would be up May 18th. Mayor Gibson
stated that this may have to be moved further down on the
priority list and stated several reasons why.

I

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller suggested a
letter be written to Mr.Jerry Jeffries of 201 Fredrick
Street to commend him on the attractive appearance of his
home which was recently remodeled.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that there was a need for the purchase of an
additional truck for trash pick up.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that the
Police Department Committee felt that there was a need for
two corporals in the Police Department. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that a test be given for the
positions of two corporals, and that The Police Department
Rules and Regulations which were adopted October 21,1975
be amended accordingly, and that this be placed in the
Ordinance Book in ordinance form if necessary. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion
passed unanimously.
Betty Knowlton reported that the sidewalk on
Second Avenue between 35th Street and 36th Street needed to
be repaired.

I

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Allen, and the
motion passed by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 7, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on June 7, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom
Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at 'Large Donald Karnes ,
Council Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.,
Councilman Dean Miller and Councilman Gus Bailey. City
Attorney Layton Cottrill was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson, Mayor.
Reverend William W. Westlund of the First Presbyterian
Church gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF MAY 17, 1977 MINUTES: Mayor Gibson
stated"each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes in
the mail for their review. Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion that the minutes be approved. Councilman Bailey
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
MAY 1977, FINANCIAL REPORT: City Recorder Melton gave
the following financial report:
Balance April 30, 1977
Receipts: May 1977
Disbursements: May 1977
Balance 31, 1977 in checking
Saving Account General Fund

10,947.41
55,759.02
45,149.35
21,557.08
10,373.27

General Fund
General Fund

APT SECURITY SYSTEMS - HECKS STORE, CROSS LANES:
Councilman at Large Dr.Allen,Chairman of the Police Committee,
stated after reviewing this request for the hook-up to the ADT
in the Police Department, it was his recommendation and motion
that the request be denied at this time. Councilman at Large
Pennington seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

I

STREET REPAYING REPORTS: Councilman at Large Dr. R.V.
Allen, Chairman of the Street Committee, stated that each
Councilman had received a letter from Appalachian Engineers
asking that each Ward Councilman and each Councilman at Large
to prepare a list of streets that they desire in their respective Wards to be paved. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated he
felt the Councilman had not had opportunity to review this and
made a motion that it be delayed until next Council Meeting
Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.
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STATUS REPORT ON BARRINGTON ROAD: Councilman Dr.
Cassell stated there had been some progress on Harrington Road
and it was now passable. The re-enforcing steel had been
put in and it had been filled and graded. Councilman Cassell
stated the residents on Barrington Road did have access to
their homes now, but there was some dry weather cracking
in the fill.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he had a conversation with
Paul Greenlee, and Mr. Greenlee informed him that the fill
would have to settle for approximately 6 weeks before work
could resume involving the paving.
STATUS REPORT ON CLEAN UP AND PAINT UP MONTH: Mayor
Gibson stated on behalf of all the City Officials of the City
of Nitro, he wanted to sincerely thank Mr. William Blake of
the Kanawha Valley Leader for doing such an outstanding job
on presenting the importance of paint up and clean up
throughout the City. Mr. Blake was very complimentary of
Councilman Miller. Councilman Miller stated he thought it
was an excellent front page story and he was very appreciative
of Mr. Blake pointing out some areas. Councilman Miller
stated he hoped the article would encourage citizens to
participate in this effort.
SOLICITATIONS COMMITTEE: Mayor Gibson was of the
opinion that the Committee of Business and Civic Betterment
would be very capable of handling requests for soliciting
in the City of Nitro. Mayor Gibson stated the Members of
this Committee were:

I

Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
Councilman Dr. Cassell.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to attract
the Committee's attention to some of the Ordinances that
are in the Code Book, starting at page 83 through 87 and
page 198 through 200, and it does stipulate that an
application should be completed in the Recorder's Office.
Mayor Gibson briefly outlined the following
correspondence received and answered since the last Council
Meeting. (Photostatic copies are on record in the supplement file to the Minutes).
1. Mayor Gibson had received a letter of facts
dated May 13, 1977, from the Nitro Policeman's Civil Service
Commission pertaining to the recent Public Hearing conducted
involving former Police Officer, Jerry Summers.
2. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter
directed to the Nitro Policeman's Civil Service Commission,
dated May 17, 1977, from Charles A. Riffee, II, Attorney at
Law, representing Jerry Summers and requesting a copy of the
Commission's findings as well as the transcript. The letter
indicated there would be an appeal.

I
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3. Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated May 18,
1977, over the signature of Robert Y. Hayne of Appalachian
Engineers, Inc., in reference to the slip of 21st Street.
Mayor Gibson read the recommendation that was made by
Appalachian Engineers, and stated that several years ago,
that the same steps had been taken and several Hundreds of
Dollars were spent on the slip. Mayor Gibson stated he
felt that it should be placed in the Street and Traffic
Committee for their recommendation.
4. May Gibson stated he had written a letter to
Mr. Dewey Johnson of 307 Mercer Street, Dunbar, West Virginia,
regarding the high weeds on the corner of Center Street and
Fenton Circle, in Nitro, owned by Mr. Johnson. Mayor Gibson
had requested that Mr. Johnson clear this property of the
weeds, which Mr. Johnson promptly did.

I

5. Mayor Gibson had four letters on Union Boiler
stationary, all letters being dated May 20, 1977, in
reference to the West Virginia Water Company property on
Plant Road. These letters were written in an effort to
close out the 14 acres of property. Mr. William R. McDavid,
of Union Boiler Company is purchasing 7 acres of the property
and the City of Nitro is purchasing the remaining 7 acres,
totaling 14 acres. Each of the 7 acres has a brick building
and the City would like to upgrade the building that is
constructed on the City's 7 acres and use it for a
maintainence garage for City equipment.
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Appalachian
Engineers over the signature of Robert Y. Hayne and dated May
24, 1977, in reference to the Street Improvement Program.
Appalachian Engineers requested that each Ward Councilman
furnish them with a list of important projects within their
ward before they started any engineering work, so they could
focus their attention to the critical areas. The letter also
stated that they had looked into the drainage problem on 31st
Street, East, and the City would receive their recommendation
in the near future.
7. Mayor Gibson stated he had written a letter to
Mr. Denny L. Dickerson of 3406 34th Street, Nitro, on May 24,
1977, requesting that Mr. Dickerson remove the two wheels and
cross bar on the public right-of-way in Nitro. Mayor Gibson
stated that Mr. Dickerson had compled with the request.
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8. Mayor Gibson had received a letter from Mr.
Harold Carr, Principal of Poca High School, requesting
permission for band supportes to solicit renewal advertisements in the City for their Putnam County Band Festival.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to grant permission,
the motion was seconded by Councilman Miler and passed
unanimously.
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9. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 1, 1977,
from the Nitro Church of God requesting permission for a
parade advertising Vacation Bible School on July 16, 1977,
to begin at 1:00 p.m. They further requested permission for
a Police escort and a Fire Truck with the Minister riding
on the Fire Truck.
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Discussion followed on the insurance coverage of
a private citizen riding on the fire truck, it was decided
that this matter would have to be taken under consideration
with the City Attorney and the insurance checked.
City Recorder Melton made a motion that the
permission be given for the parade, but not for a passenger
on a fire truck, until it could be checked on, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and passed
unanimously.
10. Mayor Gibson had sent a letter to Mr. Laymon
Smith, District Engineer for the Department of Highways, dated
June 3, 1977, in reference to the drainage problem at the end
of the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge in the area of the United
Dodge Car Lot. Mr. Ben Henry of Hillside Drive had received
a large amount of property damage approximately two months ago
during the heavy rain. Appalachian Engineers, Inc., wrote a
letter to Mr. Smith on April 14, 1977, and have not received
an answer from this, as of this date, so this letter was a
follow-up of June 3rd. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Henry
had called him recently and told him that someone from the
Department of Highways had been there but he was not at home
at the time.
Mayor Gibson stated he had a letter prepared to
Mr. Paul T. Cain, Department of Housing and Urban Development, Pittsburg Area Office, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in
reference to the 1975 Community Block Grant Award that the
City of Nitro received in the amount of $106,000.00. There
was $80,000.00 allocated for up-grading of storm drains in
various sections of the City and $20,000.00 for Housing
Inspection Program. We have been working for the last
several months to get someone to take charge of this Inspection
Program. The late Mr. Charles Collins agreed to take charge
but unfortunately he had a heart attack and passed away. The
former Fire Chief was willing to help but now he feels that he
doesn't have the time. At this time, Mayor Gibson stated, he
felt that we should ask the Department of Housing and Urban
Development to allow the City of Nitro to use this $20,000.00
to further up-grade some storm drains in the Brookhaven section,
which was deleted before. We had $21,406.25 of estimated engineering work that was included in our application to HUD which
needed to be done in that section. Mayor Gibson requested
permission to send this letter and request that they allow
the City to transfer this money and use it on storm drains.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that the Mayor be
allowed to send the letter, Coucilman Miller seconded the motion
and it passed unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson stated that several months ago, he received
a petition from residents of Kanawha and Washington Avenues,
requesting that the 600 to 700 Block of Washington Avenue be used
as a landfill. Mayor Gibson stated that he had acquired a map
of the area that was marked off in lots and he and the City
Attorney felt this map would be very useful in working out an
agreement with the residents. The area is approximately the size
of a city block and would be very beneficial to the City, not
only saving the City considerable revenue, but it would also
get rid of a very swampy area and add beautification to the City.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he had spoke with
several of the residents of this area and they were most anxious
to have the City use this as a landfill. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion to have the City use this with the
stipulation of what the City Attorney found out about the
feasibility and legalities. Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the
motion. Councilman Miller stated that he was opposed to the motion,
because of the past experience of the area in which he resides
having previously been used as a landfill. The Mayor explained
that this was a different situation entirely, this would not
be used for any household garbage or chemicals, this would be
strictly trash, brush, discarded household items, etc. The
motion passed with only Councilman Miller opposing.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Don Patton, of Kanawha
Cablevision had passed out a packet of information and was
supplying the City Attorney with the same information for
study and would like to have this discussed at the next Council
Meeting.
Mayor Gibson stated he had done some investigation of
the fire truck radio request that the Fire Department and Mr.
Flanagan had submitted and there was definitely a need for a new
radio. Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he had looked
into the matter also and he agreed that it was necessary.
Councilman at Large Pennington moved that a new radio be purchased,
the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and
passed unanimously.
CITY RECORDER MELTON:
reports or new business.
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City Recorder Melton had no

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that he had
no reports but had received several complaints on the "Pub".
Mayor Gibson stated has written a new letter to the Alcohol
Beverage Commission, just recently. Mayor Gibson stated he felt
that the City was doing as much as possible to cope with the
problem. After a lengthy discussion of what the Police Department could do and the problems the Pub was causing, it was
decided that the Council would have Mayor Gibson write another
letter to the Alcohol Beverage Commission and all Councilmen
would sign it.
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COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Councilman Thomas did not
have any reports but stated he had a note from Arthur Coleman
of 605 Main Avenue, saying the sidewlk in that area was
deteriorating. This complaint was given to the Sidewalk
Committee for further study.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that someone had made a request for a bicycle
path into town and further stated he wanted to discuss this
with some other Communities before taking any action. He also
stated he would like for the Council Members to consider this
request and where to put a bicycle path.
Mayor Gibson stated he would like to inform Council that
he had appeared in Court last Thursday night in regard to dogs
on Michigan Avenue. One of the dogs did bite a child, but the
child was in the dog owners yard at the time it occurred.
Mayor Gibson further stated that Kanawha County Dog Wardens are
deputized by the Kanawha County Sheriff and have actual policing
powers, they carry a gun and have a badge and the authority to
make an arrest if it is necessary. The Tri-City Animal Warden
does not have any of these powers, and it may be necessary to
consider giving him more authority in the future and perhaps
discuss this with the Cities of St. Albans and Dunbar.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell had no
reports but stated he had received several calls about the
trash pick up in the Brookhaven area. Mayor Gibson explained
because of the holiday there had been some confusion and an
error had been made but it had been rectified.
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Counciman Bailey stated that there
is a hazardous situation with a large hole exposing the new sewer
line, diagionally toward the hill from Spring Street. Councilman
Bailey stated that one car had already gone into it. Mayor
Gibson stated he did not know that and would certainly check it
the first thing the next day.
Councilman Bailey stated there was some trash and tree
limbs on the corner of Blackwood and Main Avenue and they had
been there approximately two months. Mayor Gibson stated there
had been some difficulty with the City's chopper cutting the
tree limbs because they were so dry and it would be taken care
of as soon as possible. Mayor Gibson also stated that the City
may have to purchase another truck in order to take care of the
increasing growth of trash.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON; Councilman at Large
Pennington stated on behalf of Mr Foster, Band Director and
Jack Legg, Band Boosters President, he wanted to thank the
Mayor and Council for allowing the carnival to use the property next to the swimming pool. Councilman at Large Pennington
stated that he had checked the area and the band members had
it cleaned up.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large Karnes
stated he did not have any Committee reports but he would like to
mention the fact that Third Avenue had a total of 8 streets that
needed "One-Way" signs and West Sattes School needed a "Children
Playing" sign. Councilman at Large Karnes ask that this be put
in the Street Sign Committee
Mayor Gibson ask Reverend Westlund if he had any
suggestions or anything he felt the City could improve on.
Reverend Westlund did have have at this time.
Reverend Westlund gave the closing prayer.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for adjourment,
the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and passed
unanimously.

William D. Gibson, *TTayor
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Tom Melton, City Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 21, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on June 21, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V.
Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Dean
Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr.
was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson,
Reverend James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church, gave the invocation.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JUNE 7, 1977, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman Bailey seconded the motion and the motion passed
by unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF MAY, 1977, FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
City Recorder Melton, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
May, 1977, Financial Statement. City Recorder Melton made a
motion that the Financial Statement be accepted. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and passed by a
unanimous vote.
STREET PAVING REPORTS: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that he
would have a complete report to present at the next council
meeting on July 5, 1977.
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE MEETING JUNE 15. 1977.
KANAWHA COUNTY COMMISSION COURTROOM AT 7:30 P.M.;
Mayor Gibson stated that Council had received a copy
of the minutes of May 25, 1977, of the Emergency Ambulance
Service Meeting held in the Kanawha County Commission Courtroom.
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Councilman Bailey, Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance
Service Committee, stated that there is a concerned effort
being expended now by our County Commissioners through involving
as many of the communities willing to be involved throughout the
county as it relates to the Emergency Ambulance Service.
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Councilman Bailey said there were perhaps forty
people at the meeting June 15, representing most of the areas
of Kanawha County. They are hoping to iron out problems each
community is confronted with: cost, number of amublances,
the equipment, the trained personnel, etc. Councilman Bailey
stated then they will make a detailed report to the Kanawha
County Commissioners.
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Councilman Bailey stated that there is another
meeting scheduled the second week in July, with people
involving expertise in various areas of this particular concern.
Councilman Bailey stated that this is a vast undertaking, onethat is needed, and one that is many years behind time,
REPORT ON KANAWHA VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY:
Councilman Dr. Cassell, City Representative of the
Kanawha Valley Regional Transporation Committee, stated that
the Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation Authority now has
all new buses, and that is it doing the best it can to serve
the community of Kanawha Valley, and in addition, looking for
ways to better serve the elderly and the handicapped.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that it was their
feeling that the bus service would be better utilized if there
were more dependence put into the schedules, and with this in
mind they voted to place radios in each of the buses, and in
case of breakdown a replacement bus could be dispatched
immediately. Councilman Dr. Cassell further stated that the
management is attempting to serve the community more by having
buses that would come to particular locations where parking
facilities would be available. They are considering one
possible site in Cross Lanes and one site in Nitro, and from
there "Through Buses" would be dispatched to the State House
and to the Tech Center.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that
this would be five days a week, from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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TITLE SEARCH 0.13 ACRES PLUS COMMUNICATION TOWER:
(LETTER FROM ATTORNEY COTTRILL
Mayor Gibson stated that Council had received a
letter from Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, and that Mr.
Cottrill had informed him that he needed to do more checking
on this matter before his final decision would be rendered.
KANAWHA CABLEVISION: Mr. Bennett Burgess, Attorney
for Kanawha Cablevision,stated Council had received a copy of
a proposed ordinance change in which there are six sections that
requires some changes with regard to the present franchise that
is in effect in Nitro. After considerable time spent in discussion, Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to refer
the proposed ordinance change to the Ordinance Committee in
order that Council have time to talk to Mr Cottril, City
Attorney. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and
the motion passed. Councilman Bailey opposed the motion.
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Mayor Gibson read a letter of resignation from
Councilman Homer Thomas, Jr. of 1934 19th Street, Councilman
for Ward II, effective June 21, 1977.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept Councilman Thomas' resignation. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recommended that a very civic-minded
individual, by the name of Romie C. Hughart of 1834 18th Street
be appointed to replace Councilman Thomas and serve his
unexpired term as Councilman for Ward II.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to appoint Mr. Romie
C. Hughart as Councilman for Ward II to serve the balance of
Councilman Thomas' unexpired term. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson informed Council he had appointed Mr.
Charles Robert Sergent, who lives at 454 Blake Road, to serve
in the capacity of both electrical inspector and building
inspector, and if there were no objections, Mr. Sergent's
appointment would become effective July 1, 1977. (Mr. Cole has
been serving as the electrical inspector and Mr. Alva Jarrell has
been serving as building inspector).
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Mayor Gibson further stated that an ordinance may
have to be passed to establish the rates of electrical
inspection which would be basically the same as used in past
years, but the fees would be paid to the City of Nitro. It
was agreed upon that the same fee structures should be used
and Councilman at Large Penning ton made a motion that should
an ordinance be required for the rates on electrical inspections
to be paid to the City of Nitro, Mr. Layton Cottrill, City
Attorney prepare an ordinance. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Fireman's Civil Service
Commission hd given examinations for two positions April 19, 1977
Mayor Gibson suggested Council comply with the recommendations of the Fireman's Civil Service Commission and promote
James L. Stover from Sergeant to Lieutenant, with the promotion
be retroactive to April 1, 1977.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to promote
James L. Stover to the position of Lieutenant, with the promotion
being retroactive to April 1, 1977. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes and passed unanimously.
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In complying with the recommedation of the Mayor,
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to promote Dale Bruce
from Fireman to Sergeant, with the promotion being retroactive as of
April 1, 1977, the motion was seconded by at Large Pennington and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting,
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the Minutes).

I

1. Mayor Gibson had written a letter to Colonel
George A. Richer, District Engineer, Department of the Army,
Huntington District, Corps of Engineers, dated May 31, 1977,
in reference to the Corps of Engineers Master Plan for the
Winfield Locks and Dam Navigation Pool, Kanawha River.
2. Mayor Gibson had written a letter, dated June 6,
1977, to Mr. D. K. Carr, Operations Manager of the West
Virginia Water Company requesting installation of new fire
hydrants.
3. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 6,
1977, to Mr. Paul T. Cain, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Pittsburgh Area Office, Pittsburgh, PA 15212,
requesting the transfer of Twenty Thousand ($20,000.00) Dollars
from Code Enforcement to Public Works, facilities and site
improvements, involving storm sewers.
4. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 8, 1977,
to Mr. Joseph Jones, Commissioner of West Virginia Department of
Highways, in reference to a traffice hazard in front of Lums
Restaurant of State Route 25, in Nitro, requesting that "NO
U TURNS" signs be erected.
5. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 9,
1977, signed by the Elected Officials to Mr. Patrick B. Boggs,
Commissioner of the West Virginia Alcohol Beverage Commission,
in reference to the "Pub".
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6. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 13,
1977, to Mr. Paul T. Cain, Area Director of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, requesting a priority list of
activities showing the respective ratings.
7. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 15, 1977
from George H. Francis, Shelter Director of the Charleston
Humane Association, commending Mr. Dwain Whittington, Humane Officer,
8. The Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, fiscal
year 1977-78 Budget was submitted to each Councilman for their
review.
CITY RECORDER MELTON AND CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE:Recorder Melton stated that Council had received a
copy of the budget adjustment taken from May Financial Statement.
Recorder Melton made a motion that the budget adjustment be
accepted and sent to the State Tax Department. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Miller, and passed by a unanimous vote.
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COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller presented Mayor
Gibson with a list of things in need of attention in Ward III.
Councilman Miller requested this list be made part of the minutes.
(A Copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part hereof).
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen stated that he had been asked about an apartment complex
that has no back door, and referred Council to The Southern
Standard Building Code.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
no reports or new business.

Councilman Dr. Cassell had

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey asked if Mrs.
James Rader's property at Four Red Oak Drive was in Nitro
city limits. Mayor Gibson stated that it was.
Councilman Bailey stated
parking lanes on 21st Street to be
stated that there was a problem of
asked that something be put on the
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there was a need for the
repainted, and further
dust on Owens Street, and
street to keep down the dust.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington stated that the basketball court on Main Street at
the Smith Street Landfill was now in use.
Councilman Pennington made a motion for adjournemnt,
the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Allen, and
the motion passed unanimously.

WILLIAM D. GIBSOT1, MAYOR

TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER
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TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

-'William D. Gibson, Mayor

DATE:

June 21, 197*7

H. Dean Miller, Councilman
Ward III
Things in Need of Attention in Ward III

Storm Sewers

. . . ' . • •

Corner of Smith Street and Washington. This storm drain is
to the river but was never completed. It is now filled with
dirt and trash and needs to be cleaned and finished.
The two storm drains at the end of Washington Street where
it intersects with Smith have been stopped up for six years.
Needs to be repaired.
Smith Street Land Fill
Needs a general cleanup and all the weeds mowed.
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Basketball Court area where fill was made on Mrs. Vickers
needs some more dirt, the large pieces or" asphalt removed,
leveled down and sown to grass as promised.
Piles of dirt behind and toward the river need leveled down.
Piles of dirt in front of Basketball Court need leveled down
and drainage provided in this area. If Smith street were
paved in this area it would take care of this problem.
Grass Needing Cut

}

As stated previously all of Smith Street Land fill
Property in front of Smith Street owned by Tennessee Gas
Transmission with offices in Clendenin - Telephone 965-3661.
Resident at 800 Dupont
Complained of teenagers after curfew riding bicycles and playing at corner of Hickory and Dupont until late at nighi,
Eula Walker
Layne Avenue where C. J. Hughes (Water Company Contractor)
put in water line tore up driveway, curb, and street needs
replaced.
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-2-
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Where city put new sewer and tore out fence, hedge, etc.
Says city promised new fence and hedge and that contractor
is using old material. Further says City promised McNeil
Fence and is being replaced by Dunn.
Mrs. Madison
Main Street - Received call referred her to State A. B. C.
I will be happy to meet with Mayor, Street Commissioner or
whoever to review the above if necessary.

U
H. Dean Miller
Councilman, Ward III
2 Smith Street
Nitro, WV 25143
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 5, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on July 5, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were ;Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder
Tom Melton, City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and
Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.
Reverend Leroy Beyer of Holy Trinity Catholic Church
gave the invocation.
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Mayor Gibson, on behalf of the elected officials
welcomed Councilman Hughart aboard as a newly appointed
councilman for Ward II. Edith Ann, Councilman Hughart's
wife, was also recognized as being present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JUNE 21 1977 COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman Bailey seconded the motion and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
JUNE 1977 FINANCIAL REPORT: Tom Melton, City Recorder
and Chairman of the Finance Commit tee stated that because
Thursday was the end of the month and Monday was a holiday there
had not been sufficient time to prepare the report, but that
the June 1977 Financial Report would be presented at the next
council meeting.
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STREET PAVING REPORTS: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of The Street and Traffic Committee, reported that he
had just received from the various Ward Councilmen a complete
list of streets proposed for repair and pavement, and he
presented the Mayor with the list. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
requested Mayor Gibson set up a meeting with Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. in reference to their recommendations,
cost factors, etc.
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KANAWHA CABLE/VISION -ORDINANCE REQUEST:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Ordinance
Committee, stated that council did meet after last council
meeting with The Ordinance Committee, and that it was the
opinion of each and every person present that we can't
relinquish our rights of justifying to them that they can
dictate to us the cost of the rate increases they want
from time to time.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen further stated
that they, Kanawha Cablevision, would have complete control
over that proposed ordinance and he said, "I don't think we
can go that route."
TITLE SEARCH 0.13 ACRES PLUS COMMUNICATIONS TOWER:
Mayor Gibson stated "that"this track of land is situated at
Cochran Hollow off Bailes Drive where a tower is located
which supplies the City radio communications.

Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, stated that the
title search had been completed some time ago,but what he was
interested in was that this property was held as tenants in
common, with Mrs. Jones and Concrete Supply being the owners.
Mr. Cottrill stated that it had been expressed to
him that it was the City's desire to gain some type of control
of a portion of this property. He said that he had contacted
Mr. Dean Lewis, who owns Concrete Supply, and that Mr. Lewis
was willing to sell. Mr. Cottrill felt that it was preferable
for the City to own this track of landjrather than .a
portion of the land.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
table the decision on this track of land two weeks to give
Mr. Cottrill more time for research. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT B-75-DS-54-00171Mayor Gibson referred to a letter
he received from Lynn B. Daniels, Program Manager, Department
of Housing and Urban Development, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15212,
in answer to his request for an Amendment to Community Development
Block Grant, B-75-DS-54-0017, for the transference of approximately
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) from housing inspection to storm
sewer improvements for the Brookhaven section.
Mayor Gibson stated that two public meetings must be
held on the proposed Amendment to Community Development Block
Grant, and recommended the first meeting be held during the
next Council Meeting at 8:00 p.m., July 19, 1977, and the
second meeting be held at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 20, 1977.
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Everyone agreed that this would be a good approach to allow
the citizens two opportunities for input.
It was suggested that RIC send a representative
to the meetings, and that Appalachian Engineers, Inc. be
present for the meetings.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion that the
first public meeting on the proposed Amendment to
Community Development Block Grant be held July 19, at 8:00 p.m.
during the regular council Meeting and that the second public
meeting be held July 20, at 11:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington,
and the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
( Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the
minutes.)
1.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this matter to Appalachian Engineers, Inc. for
further study, and for the engineers to advise them
further on this matter. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
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Mayor Gibson received a letter from Robert Y. Hayne,
Appalachian Engineers, Inc., dated March 11, 1977,
in reference to the Brentwood Road drainage problem.

2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter from Harold A. Miller,
General Manager, Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation
Authority, dated June 21, 1977 in reference to a
Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 26, 1977 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Kanawha County Courthouse, on the application
to the Urban Mass Transportation Administration for
operating assistance funds for FY-78.

3.

Mayor Gibson wrote a letter to Mr. Jerome Goldberg,
800 First Avenue South, Nitro, in reference to
complaints from citizens regarding mud and damage
to the street caused by the hauling of dirt from
an excavation site under Mr. Goldberg's supervision.

4.

Mayor Gibson had written Mr. Laymon Smith, District
Engineer, District #1, W. Va. Department of Highways,
a letter dated June 28, 1977, in reference to property
damage resulting from water overflowing the ditch line
on the lower side of State Route 25 from Red Oak Drive
going in a north westerly direction to Modern Supply
Company, 501 First Avenue South, Nitro, West Virginia.
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5.

Mayor Gibson received a letter, dated June 29, 1977,
from Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in
reference to their recommendation to install handrails at the headwall on Norwood Avenue and also
along Rt. 62, near the entrance to Brookhaven.

6.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 29, 1977,
to the residents of Harrington Road in reference to
the repairs of Harrington Road. (Attached hereto
is a letter to Mayor Gibson, dated June 27, 1977,
from Paul Greenlee.

7.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter, dated June 29, 1977,
to Mr. W. H. Jones, Appalachian Power Company,
620 6th Street, St. Albans, West Virginia 25177,
informing Mr. Jones that Mr. Charles Robert Sergent
had been appointed to serve in the capacity of
Electrical Inspector for the City of Nitro, effective
July 1, 1977.

8.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to residents of
21st Street in regard to the 21st Street slip area.
(Attached to this letter was a letter dated May 18,
1977, from Appalachian Engineers, Inc. to Mayor Gibson.)

9.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter, dated July 1, 1977,
to Mr. Bob Brohard, Postmaster, Nitro Post Office,
Nitro, West Virginia 25143, in reference to a petition
from citizens who reside on Michigan Avenue. They
had requested that the City of Nitro assist them in
getting the postal authorities to deliver mail to their
residence in lieu of delivering it to mail boxes
located some distance from where they reside.

I

I

Mr. Bennett Burgess, attorney for Kanawha Cablevision,
stated that the proposed ordinance change to which the Council
took exception was the regulation of rates to subscribers. He
suggested for Council's consideration that on October 1, 1977,
a 50 cent increase be granted to enable Kanawha Cablevision to
get Chanel 17 from Atlanta, then on January 19, 1978 a 5 percent
increase could be available on an annual basis each and every
year thereafter for the life of the franchise. Copyright fees
and permit fees would be allowed to be passed to subscribers on
30 days notice, and thereafter there would be no longer
regulation by Council on rates.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to refer
the proposed rate increases to The Ordinance Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed
by unanimous vote.

I
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I

Mr. Denzil Starcher, 58 31st Street East, stated
that 31st. Street East, was in need of repair, and asked
if speed bumps could be installed to slow down traffic on
the street.
Mr. Danny Guthrie, 62 31st. Street
that where they worked on the sewer the bank
at 62 31st. Street East.
Mayor Gibson told
the contractor who did the work had not been

East, stated
had slipped
Mr. Guthrie
released.

Mayor Gibson asked for Committee Chairman Reports.
MR. MELTON, RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE:No new business.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that
the mud on Layne Avenue was caused by the contractor at
Broadway Gardens.
Councilman Miller said there had been a request
for a street light at 806 Dupont Avenue.
Mayor Gibson mentioned a request for a new street
light on Broadway Avenue just above the entrance to
Broadway Gardens.

I

COUNCILMAN HUCHART: Nothing to report, but
Councilman Hughart had a few question to ask regarding the
hump on Twenty First Street.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

No reports.

No reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated that
the surface drains in the Riverdale Acres area were higher
than the road and asked that a maintenance crew check this
problem.
Councilman Bailey made a motion for permission to ask OSHA
to help on a business in the area. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that
a house and garage,owned by Mrs. Cornwell on the Old
County Road, would be torn down by a church group if the
City could haul the debris away. The Mayor stated the City
would locate a truck when the debris could be loaded.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington stated that Kapok Street needed repair,
where the church had torn up Kapok Street putting in a sewer
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

No reports.

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed unanimously.

I

RECORDER

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 19, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on July 19, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder
Tom Melton, City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
and Councilman Romie Hughart. Councilman Dean Miller was
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JULY 5, 1977, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion and the
motion passed by unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the June, 1977 Financial Statement. Mr. Melton made a
motion that the June 1977 Financial Statement be accepted.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
STREET PAVING REPORTS FROM APPALACHIAN ENGINEERS,INC:
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Hayne from Appalachian Engineers, Inc
had informed him they need more time for the report, and to
inform Council that he appreciated their assistance.
(Councilmen input pertaining to street paving is in supplement
file to the minutes.)
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked Council if there
were additions to be added to the list. Several Councilmen
said they did have some minor additions.

I

TITLE SEARCH 0.13 ACRES PLUS COMMUNICATIONS TOWER:
Mr. Layton Cottrill, Nitro City Attorney, stated that
Mr. Dean Lewis, who owns Concrete Supply, did not wish to
convey his interest in the track of land situated at
Cochran Hollow off Bailes Drive to the City of Nitro.

However, Mr. Layton Cottrill stated that he would
prepare the necessary papers for the closing of the sale,
conveying Mrs. Clarence Jones's interest in the track of
land to The City of Nitro.

I

PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT B-75-DS-54-0017,
JULY 19, 1977, AT 8:00 P,M. ($20,000.00):Mayor Gibson
stated that the proposed Amendment to Community Development
Block Grant had been discussed at the July 5, 1977
Council Meeting, and the purpose of the amendment was for
the transference of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) from
the Housing Inspection Program back to Storm sewer improvements for the Brookhaven section.
Mayor Gibson stated that the engineering work
for the Brookhaven section had been done.
Mayor Gibson asked Council if they had any
recommendations or objections. There were no recommendations
or objections, however, those present were in favor of the
transfer of funds to the storm sewer project.
Mayor Gibson said the second Public Meeting on the
proposed amendment would be Wednesday, July 20, at 11:00 a.m.

Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

I

Mayor Gibson received a letter June 30, 1977 from
Paul T. Cain
Area Director
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Pittsburgh Area Office
Two Allegheny Center
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 15212
in reference to the Preapplication Review and
Rating System, FY '77.

2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 7, 1977, from
Joseph S. Jones
West Virginia Department of Highways
1900 Washington Street, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
in reference to NO U-TURN signs which will be installed
in the median opening adjacent to Lum's Restaurant on
WVA Route 25 in Nitro.

I
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I

3.

Chief Craft received a letter dated July 8, 1977,
from
American District Telegraph Company
James E. Thompson
Sales Representative
4508 MacCorkle Avenue, S.W.
South Charleston, West Virginia 25309
requesting Heck's Department Store burglar alarm
system be connected to the ADT Headquarters located
at the Police Department in Nitro.

4.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 14, 1977,
from
Ray 0. Darnall
Senior Vice President
Heck's Inc.
P. 0. Box 158
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
requesting permission to connect their alarm system
for a new store in Cross Lanes into the Police
Department's system.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
table the decision until next Council Meeting,
August 2, 1977. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Pennington and the motion
passed unanimously.
5.

Mr. Al Jarrell, the former Building Inspector
had written a letter dated May 6, 1977, to
Oshel Craigo
203 West Main Street
St. Albans, West Virginia

25177

in reference to a retaining wall being constructed
at 301 First Avenue, South in Nitro.
6.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 21, 1977
(Corrected date, July 11, 1977) to
Craigo Real Estate, Inc.
301 First Avenue, South
Nitro, West Virginia 25143

I

in reference to the pending application for a
building permit.
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7.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 18, 1977
from
Robert Y. Hayne
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
301 Ott Building
215 Dunbar Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

I

in reference to the Craigo retaining wall.
8.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 14, 1977
to
William E. Blake, Editor
Kanawha Valley Leader
P. 0. Box 38
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
in reference to the Nitro City Code, and in reply to
a letter dated July 11, 1977, from Mr. Blake.

9.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 13, 1977
to
Mr. Robert Y. Hayne
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
301 Ott Building
215 Dunbar Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

I

in reference to storm drain problems along Rt. 25
from Red Oak Drive to the five hundred block of
First Avenue. (Attached was a letter dated
July 5, 1977, addressed to Mayor Gibson from
L. S. Smith
District Engineer, West Virginia Department of Highways
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
in reference to this problem.)
10.

Residents of Michigan Avenue received a letter dated
July 12, 1977, from Mayor Gibson in reference to
postal service.
(Attached was a letter dated July 11, 1977, written
to the Mayor from
George E. Wright
MSC Manager/Postmaster
United States Post Office
Charleston, West Virginia

25301

in reference to postal service on Michigan Avenue.)

I
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I

11.

A memorandum, dated July 12, 1977, was received from
Richard Robb, Chairman
Jack C. Whiting, Secretary
in reference to the Emergency Ambulance Service
Committee meeting which will be July 29, 1977
at 7:30 p.m. in the Kanawha County Commission
Hearing Room.
Mayor Gibson stated he had been informed that
another meeting was scheduled Friday, July 22, 1977
at 10:00 a.m. with the Kanawha County Commissioners
at the Kanawha County Commissioner's Office.

12.

Mayor Gibson read a letter from
Mr. H. M. Graves, Jr.
Manager
Southern Supply Company
Nitro, West Virginia 25143

I

proposing to the City of Nitro that the elected
officials go on record regarding the
Lower Viscose Road designating it as Pickens Road,
and that the City of Nitro recommend to the
Putman County Executive Committee that
Lower Viscose Road be known as Pickens Road in the
future.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
City of Nitro change the name of Lower Viscose Road
to Pickens Road, and that the City of Nitro advise
the Putnam County Executive Committee of the change.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and
the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated he had been in touch with the
contractor working down on First Avenue where C and P
Telephone Company was putting in trunk lines. Mayor Gibson
said the contractor had assured him they will regravel the
area, clean out the storm drains, and raise the storm drains.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Jones, Commissioner
of the West Virginia Department of Highways, told him that
during the month of July they are supposed to let out bids
for the artery of roadway they are intending to build down
under the interstate.

I

Mayor Gibson stated the 40th Street traffic light
is in working order and that recent repairs were necessary.
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Mayor Gibson asked for new business and committee
chairman reports.
MR. MELTON:

No reports.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

I

No reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

No reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington referred a letter from Mrs. Paul Willard to
The Street Light Committee. (Copy of letter is in
supplement file to the minutes.)
MR. COTTRILL, NITRO CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Cottrill
informed Council that an appeal Mr. Armada had filed on behalf
of the City of Nitro in The Supreme Court of Appeals of
The State of West Virginia in the case of May L. Haynes
versus the City of Nitro will be heard October 11, 1977.
Mr. Cottrill said that Mr. Guy Bussi wanted his
fee modified for his work he will do on the appeal.

Mr. Bennett Burgess, attorney for Kanawha Cablevision,
asked about the modified ordinance on rates which was referred
to the Ordinance Committee at the July 5, 1977 Council Meeting.
Mr. Cottrill said that he would try to meet with the Ordinance
Committee before next Council Meeting.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington mentioned a summons
he had received from Patrick B. Boggs, Alcohol Beverage Control
Commissioner, to appear before the Alcohol Beverage Control
Commissioner, at Nitro City Hall on August 10, 1977, at 10:00 a.m.
in reference to the Pub. Mayor Gibson replied that all Councilmen
had received a summons.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

No reports.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.

OR

RECORDER

I
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SECOND PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT B-75-DS-54-0017
JULY 20, 1977, AT 11:00 A.M. ($20,000.00)
The Second Public Meeting on the proposed
Amendment to Community Development Block Grant B-75-DS-54-0017
was held in the Council Chambers on July 20, 1977, at 11:00 a.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Bailey, and Mr. William Cunningham, an employee of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order and declared
it to be a public meeting encouraging citizen's participation.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the purpose of the amendment
was for the transference of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000)
from the Housing Inspection Program back to the Storm Sewer
System Program. Mayor Gibson turned the meeting over to
Mr. William Cunningham who is with Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
Mr. Cunningham stated that basically the project is
an effort to pick up the portion of the Storm Sewer System
which was deleted due to federal funds not being available at
the time the original bids were let.
The actual scope of the project will remain the
same Mr. Cunningham said, with 36 inch pipe in Brookhaven Drive
and Fairview Drive. The estimate which the original contract
was let was for twenty-one thousand four hundred six dollars
and twenty-five cents ($21,406.25). Mr. Cunningham said that
Mr. Habib, who is with Appalachian Engineers, Inc. has
reviewed engineer digest and that Mr. Habib feels that if
the contractor can come back with an estimate of cost
approximately 8 to 8.8 percent increase of the original
contract that would be within reason, however, if the cost
exceeds this amount a contract would more than likely have to
be let for bids.
Everyone in attendance agreed that the
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) should be allocated for the
purpose of the Storm Sewer Project.

I

The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Gibson.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 2, 1977

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 2, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Attorney
Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
.Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, and Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson.

I

Reverend Robert I. Blixt, Pastor of The First
Baptist Church, gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF JULY 19 1977, COUNCIL MEETING:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman Hughart seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson stated
that by approving these minutes Council was also approving
the First Public Meeting on the proposed amendment to The
Community Development BlockGrant B-75-DS-0017 which was held
at the July 19th. Council Meeting. The motion passed by
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson said that attached to the July 19, 1977,
minutes were the minutes for the Second Public Meeting on the
Proposed Amendment To The Community Development Block Grant
B-75-DS-54-0017 which was held July 20, 1977, and he entertained
a motion that these minutes be approved.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion the Minutes for
the Second Public Meeting on the Proposed Amendment To The
Community Development Block Grant be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
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JULY, 1977, FINANCIAL REPORT: Mayor Gibson stated
that Mr. Melton,City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, had to be out of town, and Mayor Gibson gave
the following report:
Balance July 1, 1977
1,029.83
Receipts, July
58,665.91
Disbursements, July
46,961.69
Balance in checking account
July 31, 1977
12,734.05

I

General Fund

APT SECURITY SYSTEMS - HECKS STORE, CROSS LANES:
CounciIman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Police
Committee, is out of state on a trip, Mayor Gibson said.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to keep the request in
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
MODIFIED ORDINANCE ON KANAWHA CABLEVISION RATES:
Mr. Cottrill,City Attorney, presented to Council an ordinance
to amend an ordinance granting to Kanawha Cable Television
Company a franchise.

I

THE ORDINANCE READS AS FOLLOWS:

I

CITY OP NITRO
ORDINANCE NUMBER:

I

PASSED BY COUNCIL
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO KANAWHA CABLE
TELEVISION COMPANY A FRANCHISE TO ERECT AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OF
DISTRIBUTING AND RELAYING SIGNALS BY MEANS OF WIRE CABLE, OR OTHER
LIKE CONNECTIONS IN, THROUGH, UNDER, OVER AND FROM THE STREETS,
ALLEYS, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES TO RECEIVING SETS OF
SUBSCRIBERS TO ITS SERVICE IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA,
ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965, AS AMENDED TO COMPLY WITH RULES AND
REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, MODIFY
PAYMENT TO THE CITY, PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE OF RATE AND CHARGES,
PROVIDE STANDARDS FOR CUSTOMER COMPLAINT, DELETE PAY TELEVISION
PROHIBITION, PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY, AND PROVIDE CUSTOMER SERVICE
RATE INCREASE.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:

That an ordinance entitled: "An ordinance granting a
Franchise to the Kanawha Cable Television Company, a Corporation,
to construct, operate and maintain a community television system
for distributing and relaying signals by means of wire cables,
or other like connections, in, through, under over and from
public streets, alleys, public ways and public places to receiving sets of subscribers to said service in the City of Nitro,
West Virginia", as amended be amended as to Sections I, VII, IX,
XIII, and adding Sections XVIII & IXX all to read as follows:

I

SECTION I TERM OF FRANCHISE
THIS FRANCHISE IS GOVERNED BY AND SUBJECT TO ALL APPLICABLE
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION,
SPECIFICIALLY INCLUDING PART 76 AND BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA.

SHOULD THERE BE ANY MODIFICATION OF THE PROVISION

OF SECTION 76.31 OF THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION WHICH MUST BE INCORPORATED INTO THIS
FRANCHISE. PURSUANT TO SAID REGULATIONS.THE CITY AND GRANTEE AGREE
THAT SUCH INCORPORATION SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN ONE [1] YEAR
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE FCC'S ADOPTION OF THE MODIFICATION,
OR UPON THE RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE, WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST.
SECTION VII

I

RATES

C. MONTHLY CHARGES FOR DOMESTIC SERVICE FOR THE FIRST OUTLET IN A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE, SEVEN DOLLARS £ $7
]
FOR EACH ADDITIONAL OUTLET IN THE SAME FAMILY RESIDEN.CE,
FOR THE SAME IMMEDIATE FAMILY ON THE SAME PREMISES,
DOLLAR [
].

QO

D.
.

MONTHLY CHARGES FOR OTHER THAN DOMESTIC SERVICE, SUCH AS
BUT NOT LIMITED TO HOTELS, MOTELS, HOSPITALS, RESTAURANTS,
AND TAVERNS, FOR THE FIRST OUTLET,
DOLLARS I
J
FOR EACH ADDITIONAL OUTLET FOR THE SAME NON-DOMESTIC SUBSCRIBER, ON THE SAME PREMISES,
DOLLAR I
J.

[1].

J.

FOR SUBSCRIBERS ENGAGED IN THE SALE AND/OR SERVICING OR RECEIVERS, CAPABLE OF UTILIZING THE
GRANTEE'S SIGNALS, THE ATTACHMENT FEE AND MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGE FOR THE FIRST OUTLET SHALL BE
THE SAME AS OTHER NON-DOMESTIC SERVICE. HOWEVER,
ADDITIONAL OUTLETS DEEMED ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE
BUSINESS OF SELLING AND/OR SERVICING THE RECEIVERS
MAY BE INSTALLED AT A RATE LOWER THAN
DOLLARS
[
] PER ADDITIONAL OUTLET, AND MONTHLY CHARGE
OF LESS THAN
DOLLAR [
] PER ADDITIONAL OUTLET. THIS APPLIES ONLY TO THE SUBSCRIBERS SINGLE PLACE
OF BUSINESS ON THE SAME PREMISES.

I

THE GRANTEE SHALL FILE ITS CURRENT SCHEDULE OF RATES AND
CHARGES WITH THE CITY CLERK. WRITTEN NOTICE OF CHANGES
IN RATES AND CHARGES SHALL BE FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK
AND GIVEN TO ALL SUBSCRIBERS AT LEAST THIRTY [30] DAYS
IN ADVANCE OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF. NO CHARGES
OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFIED IN SUCH RATE SCHEDULE SHALL
BE MADE.

SECTION IX

PAYMENT TO THE CITY

FOR THE RIGHT AND PRIVILEGE OF THIS FRANCHISE, THE GRANTEE
SHALL PAY UNTO THE CITY AN ANNUAL FEE OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS

I

C$1,000.00], PAYABLE ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.
SECTION XIII
SECTION XVIII

DELETED
CUSTOMER COMPLAINT

"THE GRANTEE SHALL MAINTAIN A LOCAL OFFICE, AGENT, OR A
LISTED TOLL FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR RECEIVING COMPLAINTS AND
INQUIRIES.

EACH SUBSCRIBER SHALL BE MADE AWARE OF THE PROCEDURE

TO REPORT A COMPLAINT.
48 HOURS AFTER RECEIPT.

EACH COMPLAINT SHALL BE SERVICED WITHIN
IF A COMPLAINT IS NOT SERVICED AS STATED,

THE CUSTOMER SHALL NOTIFY CITY HALL OF SAID FAILURE."
SECTION IXX

SEVERALBILITY

"IF ANY PORTION OF THIS FRANCHISE IS HELD INVALID OR UNCONstltutional by any court or governmental body of competent JurISDICTION, SUCH PORTION SHALL BE DEEMED A SEEARATE AND INDEPENDENT

I

PROVISION, AND SUCH HOLDING SHALL NOT EFFECT THE VALIDITY OF THE
REMAINING FRANCHISE".

I

IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS THE AFORESAID ORDIN-

ANCE ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965, AS PREVIOUSLY AMENDED, SHALL REMAIN
IN EFFECT.
THIS ORDINANCE WAS INTRODUCED AND READ FOR THE FIRST TIME AT
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD ON THE 2ND
AUGUST

DAY OF

, 1977, and WILL COME UP FOR A SECOND READING

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON THE
16TH

DAY QF

AUGUST

1977.

MAYOR

WILLSKM GIBSON]

CITY CLERK

I

[TOM MELTON]

Councilman Bailey made a motion to accept the
presentation of the ordinance on first reading as prepared
by Mr. Cottrill, contingent on Kanawha Cablevision's addition
of Channel 17 to the system. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller, and the motion passed unanimously.

REQUEST FOR STREET LIGHTS: Councilman Miller, Chairman
of the Street Light, Street Sign and Street Numbering Committee,
made a motion that the request for Street Lights be kept in
committee until the first council meeting in September, when
he would be present. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.

I

EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE MEETING WITH KANAWHA COUNTY
COURT COMMISSIONERS HELD IN THE COMMISSIONER'S COURT ROOM
(MEETING DATE, JULY 22, 1977, 10:00 a.m.)^Mayor Gibson said
that he did attend the meeting along with Mayor Robb from
South Charleston, Mayor Randall from St. Albans, and
Mayor Leone from Dunbar.
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Mayor Gibson stated that the primary purpose of the
meeting was to be certain the four mayors would cooperate,
financially and otherwise with them in an effort to establish
a county wide Emergency Ambulance Service based upon formulas
that would have to be worked out in future months to come.

I

EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE MEETING HELD IN THE
COMMISSIONER'S COURT ROOM, RICHARD ROBB, CHAIRMAN WITH
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, (MEETING DATE JULY 29, 1977 7:30 p.m.) :
Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance
Service Committee stated that the meeting was very interesting:
Dr. Fred Cooley, Department Head of The West Virginia
Emergency Service, informed them on future plans the state has
for upgrading the emergency medical technicians and
paramedics, a gentleman from C & P Telephone Company talked
on centralized communication and an alternate system, and
Mr. Fred Melton from the Charleston Area Medical Center
explained the training facilities that are available for the
upgrading of ambulance attendants.

Mayor Gibson stated Council had received a copy of
the June 15, 1977, Emergency Ambulance Service Committee
Meeting. (Copy of minutes are in supplement file to the
minutes.)

I

Mayor Gibson stated that The City of Nitro is very
fortunate to have six young men from Nitro as players on the
Western All Stars Team which won the state championship
last Saturday. The Mayor said that he felt we are blessed to
have such outstanding young men as citizens of our town.
Mayor Gibson said he intends to write a letter to
Mr. Gene Brightwell and Mr. Barry McClanahan, residents of
Nitro, thanking them for the outstanding job they have done
as coaches of the team.
Mayor Gibson asked Council's approval to sponsor
the annual outing for the Senior Citizens. Councilman Cassell
made a motion to sponsor the annual outing for the Senior
Citizens. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that there was a request for
soliciting for the Matt Hodges Charity Fund which has been
established at the Bank of St. Albans. Matt Hodges is eight
years old, and has had several brain operations, and is
presently a patient in the Georgetown! University Hospital.

I
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I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to give
permission for soliciting for the Matt Hodges Charity Fund,
the motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recommended a request for permission
to solicit from Ms. Moreings and Ms. Hoppe be referred to
The Business and Civic Betterment Committee. They are
wanting to contact the local funeral home and bank in an
effort to sell them advertising and sighs whichwould read
SLOW CHILDREN PLAYING.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to refer this
request to the Business and Civic Betterment Committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the
motion passed by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibosn asked for committee reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey had no
reports. Councilman Bailey introduced Mrs. Clara Walker,
who lives at 31 21st. Street.

I

Mrs. Walker stated that she was distressed because
she felt that the planned repairs for the hump on 21st Street
w,erenot sufficient, and that not much consideration had been
given to the homes in the area. (Mrs. Miller's home,
Cavender's home, Harry Graves home, and her home.)
Mayor Gibson said that Appalachian Engineers and
Mr. Cottrill would be asked to inspect the 21st Street hump,
and advise council accordingly as to their recommendations.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: no committee reports.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that a STOP SIGN be
erected at Rockledge Drive where it intersects with
Brookhaven Circle. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Councilman Cassell asked that the city communicate
with the owners of certain property in Brookhaven where trees
and shrubs block the view in order to correct this hazard.
*

I

Councilman Bailey stated that at 325 Frist Avenue, South,
adjacent to Dunbar Supp_ly and Sash Company that the view was
obstructed by a pile of rocks.

* CORRECTION

Councilman Bailey stated that at 311 Michigan Avenue,

South that the view was obstructed by a pile of rock.
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MR. COTTRILL, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Cottrill
stated that Council had in its possession a copy of the
executed deed signed between Genevieve P. Jones and the
City of Nitro. Mr. Cottrill said the transaction is
consummated.

I

Mr. Cottrill reminded Council that should
anyone not be able to meet at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday,
August 10th., in reference to the subpoena from ABC
Commission they should contact him.
Mr. Cottrill stated that in regard to the
appeal of the Mae Haynes case it has been indicated
by the attorney presently representing the city he is
no longer willing to proceed as he had originally
indicated.
Mr. Cottrill highly recommended Betty Caplan
to take the case at a fee remaining for the original
contract price.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to
authorize Mr. Cottrill to obtain Ms. Caplan to take
the case. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed. Councilman Miller opposed the
motion.
Regarding a letter pertaining to property
owned by Mr. Egbert Morris of 305 Fredrick Street, Nitro,
dated 7-25-77 to Layton Cottrill from attorney, John P. Carter,
Mayor Gibson stated that he had checked a building permit(206-77)
and that Mr. Rhule felt that he had taken care of his
responsibilities. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
forward a copy of the building permit to each councilman.

I

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart made
a motion permission be granted by City Council for the
Nitro Lions Club to close off 21st. Street between 1st. Avenue
and 2nd. Avenue September 9th. from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
for the purpose of a street dance for teenagers; to close
off 21st. Street between 1st. Avenue and 2nd. Avenue, and
Bank Street between 21st. Street and 22nd. Street
September 10th. from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the purpose
of The Antique Car Show. Councilman Hughart also included
in his motion that they be given permission to have a
parade September 10th. at 2:00 p.m. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion
passed unanimously.

I
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I

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller expressed
his appreciation to the way Layne Street was cleaned up
this past weekend and asked that the contractor be requested
to clean the street on Friday afternoons prior to quitting
for the weekend. Councilman Miller also mentioned a
damaged area in the concrete street on Layne Avenue.
Councilman Miller said that he had received
numerous complaints from Broadway Gardens during the
heavy downpours of last week.
Mayor Gibson stated that the streets at
Broadway Gardens had not been dedicated to the city by
the owner and were not owned by the City of Nitro, but
Mr. Bud young who had recently purchased Broadway Gardens
wants to dedicate the streets to the City of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed unanimously.

MAYOR

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 16, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 16, 1977 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman
at Large Pennington and Councilman Miller were absent.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 2 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman Bailey
asked that a correction be made on page 101 of the last
paragraph. (Correction made.)

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed by unanimous
vote.
APPROVAL OF JULY 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Tom Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
asked that the July 1977 Financial Statement be tabled until
the September 6, 1977 Council Meeting because he had been on
vacation. Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion the
Financial Statement be tabled until next council meeting.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
passed.
APT SECURITY SYSTEMS - HECKS STORE CROSS LANES:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,Chairman of The Police Committee,
stated that after much discussion with the various council
members and the Police Department it was their recommendation
that Heck's system be entered to the Nitro Police Department.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
Heck's system be entered to the Nitro Police Department on
the basis that the City of Nitro is "held harmless", and
suggested that Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, or the Mayor
write a letter regarding an agreement with ADT and Hecks to
this effect, and also, the City can refuse to continue the
service by a written 30 days notice. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
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I
MODIFIED ORDINANCE ON KANAWHA CABLEVISION RATES
SECOND READING:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman
of the Ordinance Committee, asked that Mr. Melton,
City Recorder, read the ordinance.
Mr. Melton read the second reading of the Modified Ordinance
On Kanawha Cablevision Rates which reads as follows:

I

I
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CITY OF NITRO
ORDINANCE NUMBER

187

PASSED BY COUNCIL August 16. 1977

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO KANAWHA CABLE
TELEVISION COMPANY A FRANCHISE TO ERECT AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OF
DISTRIBUTING AND RELAYING SIGNALS BY MEANS OF WIRE CABLE, OR OTHER
LIKE CONNECTIONS IN, THROUGH, UNDER, OVER AND FROM THE STREETS,
ALLEYS, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND PUBLIC PLACES TO RECEIVING SETS OF
SUBSCRIBERS TO ITS SERVICE IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA,
ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965, AS AMENDED TO COMPLY WITH RULES AND
REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, MODIFY
PAYMENT TO THE CITY, PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE OF RATE AND CHARGES,
PROVIDE STANDARDS FOR CUSTOMER COMPLAINT, DELETE PAY TELEVISION
PROHIBITION, PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY, AND PROVIDE CUSTOMER SERVICE
RATE INCREASE.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:

I

That an ordinance entitled: "An ordinance granting a
Franchise to the Kanawha Cable Television Company, a Corporation,
to construct, operate and maintain a community television system
for distributing and relaying signals by means of wire cables,
or other like connections, in, through, under over and from
public streets, alleys, public ways and public places to receiving sets of subscribers to said service in the City of Nitro,
West Virginia", as amended be amended as to Section I, VII, IX,
XIII, and adding Sections XVIII & IXX all to read as follows:
SECTION I

TERM OF FRANCHISE

THIS FRANCHISE IS GOVERNED BY AND SUBJECT TO ALL APPLICABLE
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION,
SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING PART 76 AND BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA.

SHOULD THERE BE ANY MODIFICATION OF THE PROVISION

OF SECTION 76.31 OF THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION WHICH MUST BE INCORPORATED INTO THIS
FRANCHISE, PURSUANT TO SAID REGULATIONS, THE CITY AND GRANTEE AGREE
THAT SUCH INCORPORATION SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN ONE [1] YEAR

I

AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE FCC'S ADOPTION OF THE MODIFICATION,
OR UPON RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE, WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST.
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SECTION VII

RATES

C.

MONTHLY CHARGES FOR DOMESTIC SERVICE FOR THE FIRST OUTLET IN A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE, SEVEN DOLLARS I$7.00]
FOR EACH ADDITIONAL OUTLET IN THE SAME FAMILY RESIDENCE,
FOR THE SAME IMMEDIATE FAMILY ON THE SAME PREMISES, TWO
DOLLARS [$2.00].

J.

THE GRANTEE SHALL FILE ITS CURRENT SCHEDULE OF RATES AND
CHARGES WITH THE CITY CLERK. WRITTEN NOTICE OF CHANGES
IN RATES AND CHARGES SHALL BE FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK
AND GIVEN TO ALL SUBSCRIBERS AT LEAST THIRTY [30] DAYS
IN ADVANCE OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF. NO CHARGES
OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFIED IN SUCH RATE SCHEDULE SHALL
BE MADE.

K.

THE RATE INCREASE GIVEN GRANTEE IN PARAGRAPH C OF THIS
SECTION SHALL BECOME OPERATIVE ONLY UPON GRANTEES ACQUISITION OF CHANNEL 17-

SECTION IX

I

PAYMENT TO THE CITY

FOR THE RIGHT AND PRIVILEGE OF THIS FRANCHISE, THE GRANTEE
SHALL PAY UNTO THE CITY AN ANNUAL FEE OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS
[$1,000.00], PAYABLE ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.
SECTION XIII
SECTION XVIII

DELETED

I

CUSTOMER COMPLAINT

"THE GRANTEE SHALL MAINTAIN A LOCAL OFFICE, AGENT, OR A
LISTED TOLL FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR RECEIVING COMPLAINTS AND
INQUIRIES.

EACH SUBSCRIBER SHALL BE MADE AWARE OF THE PROCEDURE

TO REPORT A COMPLAINT.
48 HOURS AFTER RECEIPT.

EACH COMPLAINT SHALL BE SERVICED WITHIN
IF A COMPLAINT IS NOT SERVICED AS STATED,

THE CUSTOMER SHALL NOTIFY CITY HALL OF SAID FAILURE."
SECTION IXX

SEVERALBILITY

"IF ANY PORTION OF THIS FRANCHISE IS HELD INVALID OR UNCONSTITUTIONAL BY ANY COURT OR GOVERNMENTAL BODY OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION, SUCH PORTION SHALL BE DEEMED A SEPARATE AND INDEPENDENT
PROVISION, AND SUCH HOLDING SHALL NOT EFFECT THE VALIDITY OF THE

I
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I

REMAINING FRANCHISE".

IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS THE AFORESAID ORDIN-

ANCE ENACTED JANUARY 19, 1965, AS PREVIOUSLY AMENDED, SHALL REMAIN
IN EFFECT.
THIS ORDINANCE WAS INTRODUCED AND READ FOR THE FIRST TIME AT
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD ON THE 2ND DAY OF
AUGUST, 1977, AND

WAS 'ADOPTED UPON

MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD

SECOND READING AT A REGULAR

ON

THE 16TH

DAY OF

AUGUST, 1977-

MAYOR

^IWILLIAM GIBSONJ
n

I

CITY C L E R K [ T O M MELTONJ

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept the ordinance on second reading. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY REQUEST FOR AUGUST 20, 1977:
In the absence of Councilman at Large Pennington,Chairman
of the Business and Civic Betterment Committee, Mayor Gibson
read a letter from the American Cancer Society requesting
approval from the City to conduct a TAG DAY on August 20, 1977
from the hours of 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to give
approval. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart,
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

I

MEETING OF AUGUST 11, 1977 AT 10:00 A.M. WITH
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY OFFICIALS REGARDING
NITRO/ST. ALBANS BRIDGE:Mayor Gibson stated that the
West Virginia Department of Highways hopes to start repairs
on the Nitro - St. Albans Bridge in early spring and close
the bridge May or June of 1978.
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They plan to repaint the bridge, redeck the bridge, and
construct a third lane on the St. Albans end when the bridge
is closed. Mayor Gibson said they feel it will be be closed
eight to ten months.

I

Plans are for the West Virginia Department of
Highways to advertise for bids for the repairs to the
Nitro - St. Albans Bridge in October of 1977 with the bids
to be opened in mid December of 1977.

A delegation from 31st Street, East was present
and Mrs. Alma Cook of 49 31st Street, East stated that they
were here for the same purpose as when they were here four
months ago. ( April 5, 1977 Council Meeting: condition of
the road, the slip, and the drainage problems. Also complaints
about three old houses in the area, and junked cars.)
Mayor Gibson stated that the City felt that before
any repaving or major repairs were made that the drainage
problem should be corrected first. Mayor Gibson stated that
this had been turned over to Appalachian Engineers, Inc., and
that council should have a detailed report by the September 6,
1977 Council Meeting.
Mrs. Alma Cook asked about the slip, and said it's
moving all the time.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that a letter
be sent to the owner (Mr. Frank Given at 16 31st Street, East)
and request that within 30 days he outline his intended plans
in reference to the slip. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey and the motion passed.
Mr. Gilbert Cook of 49 31st Street, East asked if in
the mean time the road could be patched with blacktop.
Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Williams felt that it was a waste of
money to do this before the drainage problem was corrected.
Mr. Melton stated that the Street Department had approximately
one thousand three hundred dollars ($1,300) a month for the
use of materials in repairing streets throughout Nitro. Mr.
Cook stated that he did not think 31st Street, East was getting
their share.
Mr. Richard Dailey of 61 31st Street, East said that
the Simpson's house was ready to fall in. Mayor Gibson said
that this had been discussed before and that the attorney was
going to assist by working through the fire marshell's office.
Mrs. Sandre Lavigne of 45 31st Street, East said
that as she passed this area late one night she thought the
side of her car had been shot with b bs.

I

Ill

I

Mr. D. L. Starcher of 58 31st Street, East said
that under his driveway he had hot-water tanks for drainage,
and that when the contractors were working on the sewers
they tore this up, and at the time the contractors proposed
to fix it and never did.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received in the mail copies of the
following correspondence: (Copies of correspondence are
in supplement file to the minutes.)

I

1.

July 29, 1977 Ambulance Committee Meeting Minutes
held in the Kanawha County Commissioner's Hearing
Room.

2.

Copy of building permit (No. 206-77)issued to
Tom Rhule Motors
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Williams and he
had inspected the paved parking area, and that
it appears to them that Mr. Rhule has elevated
the paved parking area so that water does drain
toward the catch basin on First Avenue and that
Mr. Rhule had permission from the West Virginia
Department of Highways to construct the drain
and parking Area.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Rhule informed
him that he plans to put a four inch curb on the
back side of the parking lot.

Mayor Gibson announced that the Senior Citizen's
picnic held August 12th at the Nitro City Park was a smashing success. Councilman Hughart complimented Mrs. Frazier
who planned the picnic.
Mayor Gibson announced that Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen was elected as secretary of The Regional Intergovernment al Council.
Mayor Gibson asked for committee reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes said that at the corner of 36th Street and 2nd Avenue
the sidewalk right-of-way had been fenced and asked if a
building permit had been issued.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes also asked what kind of
fence may be going in on the corner of Walker Street and
Main Avenue at Kanawha Brick and Block Company. He further
stated that if it was going to be a chain link fence it
would probably not obstruct vision.
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COUNCILMAN^BAILEY.!.: Councilman Bailey stated that
there were five families on Michigan Avenue, South between
Owens Street and Dunbar Supply & Sash who were not getting
their mail delivered to their homes.

I

Councilman Bailey said that parked business vehicles
are obstructing the flow of traffic from Hillside Drive and
First Avenue South off of Wilson Street.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that after the
engineers determine where the City right-of-way is through
Wilson Street that a yellow line be painted on each side so
designating the same, erect the proper signs, and that the
owners of the two businesses be notified of this. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion
passed by unanimous vote.
Councilman Bailey said that the high weeds in the
highway medium at the intersection of Center Street and
First Avenue creates a safety hazard.
Councilman Hughart stated that there
pole down in the same general area.

is a light

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell said
that Union Public Service District provides the Sanitary sewers
for Brookhaven, and the residents are deserving of a little
better service than they are getting.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that he had received
several calls because of sewer backup, and that there was an
error somewhere that should and could be corrected.
Mayor Gibson said that he would write a letter to
the Union Public Service District informing them of this
condition in Brookhaven.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen said that he hopes the City can stay in contact
with the Construction firm doing work for the C and P Telephone
Company on First Avenue.
Mayor Gbison stated that a telegram had been sent to
James R. Campbell, district engineer of the West Virginia
Department of Highways, and the same telegram had been sent to
Mr. Marlin Davis, assistant to the district engineer, informing
them of a meeting (7-12-77) with the inspector for the
West Virginia Department of Highways, and with a representative
of Upton Construction Company at which time they were informed
the storm drains were not working properly. Gene Williams,
Director of Public Works, accompanied the Mayor at the meeting.
Mayor Gibson said that a copy of the telegram would
be sent to council.

I
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I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that from
five houses above the head of 21st Street down to
Third Avenue that there had been sewer water in the
basements of resident's homes.
COUNCILMAN HUGART: Councilman Hughart stated
that if we have an application for Water Infiltration Study
then we should follow up on it.
Councilman Hugart stated that the day of the
Antique Car Show (September 10, 1977) the world's
champion woodchopper will be there, and that they also
plan to have a 10,000 meter distance run. On the
10,000 meter distance run they are planning to ask the
Parks and Recreation Director, Mr. Eastwood to be the
director.
Councilman Hugart said that the parking lines on
21st Street and Bank Street need to be painted.
MR. MELTON, CITY RECORDER:

I

I

MAYOR -

no reports.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 6, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on September 6, 1977 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller,
Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The invocation was given by the Reverend
Wilbur Turner, Associate Pastor at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church.

I

APPROVAL OF AUGUST 16 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman Hughart made
a motion that the minutes be approved. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen seconded the motion, and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF JULY 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
stated each Councilman had received a copy in the mail of the
July, 1977, Financial Statement. Mr. Melton made a motion that
July, 1977 Financial Statement be accepted. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
REQUESTS FOR NEW STREET LIGHTS: Mayor Gibson asked
that requests for new street lights be kept in committee since
Councilman Miller was not present at this time.
STREET PAVING REPORTS: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that council
had received copies of the reports from Appalachian Engineers, Inc
and requested that council study these reports. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen said that the Street and Traffic Committee would
go over these reports in detail with Appalachian Engineers, Inc.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that these two reports were
distinct, separate reports, one report on 31st. Street East,
and one report on generally the streets throughout town.

I

Councilman Bailey asked that Wilson Street and the
lower half of Hillside Drive be added to the list.
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE MEETING WITH
KANAWHA COUNTY COURT COMMISSIONERS (MEETING DATE AUGUST 24, 1977,
7:30 P.TT•Councilman Gus Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, stated that the recommendations
to the County Commission would be submitted after Labor Day.
(Copy of Emergency Ambulance Service Meeting with Kanawha
County Court Commissioners, meeting date August 24, 1977, is
is supplement file to the minutes.)

Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney,
had drawn up an ordinance prohibiting the operation or parking
of any motor vehicle on city streets without the proper current year
registration plates.

I
The ordinance reads as follows:

I
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ORDINANCE NO.

I

SUBMITTED TO COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 6, 1977

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE OPERATION OR PARKING OF ANY
MOTOR VEHICLE ON CITY STREETS WITHOUT THE PROPER CURRENT YEAR
REGISTRATION PLATES AS PRESCRIBED BY CHAPTER 17A, ARTICLE 3,
SECTION 1, OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CODE OF 1931, AS AMENDED, OR
PARKING OF SAID VEHICLES WITHOUT A VALID REGISTRATION PLATE
»
ISSUED BY ANOTHER JURISDICTION; SAID ORDINANCE TO BE KNOWN AS
SECTION 21-131 OF THE NITRO CITY CODE AND SUBJECT TO THE PENALTIES PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 21 OF SAID CODE;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY OF NITRO:

I

NO

PERSON SH7iLL OPERATE OR PARK, NOR SHALL AN OWNER KNOWINGLY
PERMIT TO BE OPERATED OR PARKED, ANY MOTOR VEHICLE UPON ANY
STREETS OF THE CITY UNLESS THERE SHALL BE ATTACHED THERETO
AND DISPLAYED THEREON THE PROPER REGISTRATION PLATE FOR THE
CURRENT YEAR FOR SUCH VEHICLE AS REQUIRED BY SECTION "1, ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER 17A, OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CODE, 1931, OR A
VALID REGISTRATION PLATE ISSUED BY ANY OTHER STATE, PROVINCE
OR COUNTRY.
SUBMITTED FOR FIRST
SEPTEMBER-

I

READING THIS THE

SIXTH

DAY OF

./ 1977.

WILLIAM DT^GIDSOII (Mayor)

TO:i :iKLTO!l (Recorder)
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept the ordinance on first reading. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington. At this
particular time this motion was not brought to a vote.

I

Mr. Earl Marion stated that as President of
the Nitro Business and Professional Association, he was
against the ordinance and explained reasons why.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
amend the proposed ordinance before first reading giving
the person fifteen days to move the vehicle after a citation
has been issued. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Karnes, and the motion was defeated by lack of a
majority vote. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Councilman
Dr. Cassell, Councilman Miller, and Councilman Hughart
opposed the motion.
At this time Councilman at Large Dr. Allen's
previous motion to. accept on first reading as written
was brought to a vote, and the motion passed. Councilman
Miller and Councilman at Large Karnes opposed the motion.

Mr. Earl Marion, Jr., President of the Nitro
Business and Professional Association, informed council of
parking problems which were discussed at a special meeting
of the Nitro Business and Professional Association held
August 29, 1977. (Copy of the minutes is in supplement file
to the minutes.)

I

The recommendations of the Nitro Business and
Professional Association on the parking situation was
referred to the Street and Traffic committee on a motion
made by Councilman at Large Pennington. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson asked that Mr. Cottrill review the
City Code Book regarding the ordinance on two-hour parking.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 23, 1977 from
Ken F. Kobetsky, Director
Traffic Engineering Division
West Virginia Department of Highways
in reference to uniform traffic control devices
regarding CHILDREN AT PLAY.

I
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I

2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 25, 1977
from
Walter P. Pierson
Regional Director
Federal Insurance Administration
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Regional Office, Curtis Building, Sixth and Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19106
in reference to a flood insurance rate study
for Nitro.

3.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 22,
1977 to
Mr. James E. Thompson
Sales Representative
ADT Security Systems
4808 MacCorkle Avenue, S. W.
South Charleston, WV 25305

I

in reference to an agreement ADT Security Systems, Inc.
and Hecks, Inc. must sigh with the City of Nitro
before the new Hecks Store in Cross Lanes will
be allowed to tie into the ADT Security Systems, Inc.
situated in the Nitro Police Departmnet.
4.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 25,
1977 to
Mr. Charles E. Buerhaus
3618 36th. Street
Nitro, WV 25143
in reference to a request that a fence be moved
off of the city right-of-way at 3618 36th. Street.

5.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 26,
1977 from
George A. Bicher
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer
Department of the Army
Huntington District, Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 2127
Huntington, West Virginia 25721

I

in reference to the Nitro Park Project proposed
in the Winfield Navigation Pool Master Plan, and
cost-sharing requirements.
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6.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 28,
1977 to
West Virginia Department of Highways
Mr. Ed Hayne Building and Ground Supervisor
1334 Smith Street
Charleston, WV

I

in reference to a request that a light pole located
at Center Street and First Avenue, Nitro, which was
knocked down be repaired.
7.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 29,
1977 to
Union Public Service District
5110 West Washington Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25312
in reference to complaints on Brookhaven Drive,
Barrington Road, and Norwood Road that the
Union Public Service District sewer backed up
into the basements of residences during the night
of Saturday August 8, 1977.

8.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated Septmeber 1,
1977 from
Thomas T. Kirk, P. E.
Vice President
Wildwood Development Corporation

I

in reference to c-ompJaints from residents along
Brookhaven Drive about surface water.
9.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 30,
1977 to
Mr. Frank Given
Sixteen 31st. Street, East
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
requesting Mr. Given to remove the dirt from the
street right-of-way on Thirty First Street, East
which has accumulated due to a land slide on his
property.

10.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 31,
1977 to
Mr. Walter Smittle, III
West Virginia Fire Marshall
Room 634, Building 3
1800 Washington Street, East
Charleston, West Virginia

I
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in reference to the dilapidated building, first
house on the left as you start out 31st Street East,
Nitro, West Virginia owned by Mr. Carl A. Simpson
3311 33rd Street, Nitro.

I
11.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 31,
1977 to
Mr. Roy Stricklen
Real Estate Department
Kanawha Valley Bank
One Valley Square
Charleston, West Virginia

25326

in reference to a deteriorated sidewalk situated at
the corner of Bank Street and Twenty First Street.
12.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 31,
1977 to
Mr. Clyde Mynes
Western Auto Associate Store
110 21st Street
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
in reference to the deteriorated sidewalk at
110 21st Street. Nitro, WV.

I
13.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 31,
1977 to
Mr. George E. Wright
MSC Manager/Postmaster
United States Post Office
Charleston, West Virginia

25301

in reference to mail delivery to citizens residing
on Michigan Avenue, (300 block) Nitro, WV.

Mayor Gibson referred a request from Chief Craft to
sell a 1964 Plymouth by sealed bids to the Police Department
Committee.

I

Mayor Gibson stated there was a need to have a
Public Meeting on Federal Revenue Sharing Funds for the
Fiscal Year 1977-1978.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
have the Public Meeting on Federal Revenue Sharing Funds
for the Fiscal Year 1977-1978, Monday, September 19, 1977
at 7:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by unanimous vote. -

I

Mayor Gibson asked for committee chairman reports.
MR. MELTON:

none.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller said that he
had several calls from people who reported that a young boy
approximately 8 to 10 years old was seen; loitering near Kristi's
Dairy Bar, at the corner of Hickory Street and Main Avenue, as
late as 2:00 a.m. Councilman Miller said that because of
operators of vehicles driving recklessly in the area people
were afraid someone would be hurt.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated
that he had attended Municipal Court last Thursday, and he
commended Judge Crewdson and the officers present for the
manner in which police court was conducted.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen asked the help of the press to impress upon the
parents and children the importance of obeying traffic laws
when riding bicycles, such as not riding them on the sidewalk.

I

MR. COTTRILL, NITRO CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Cottrill
stated that a lease on the land for the proposed landfill
was possible.
Mr. Cottrill stated that an appeal which had been
filed on behalf of the City of Nitro in The West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals in the May L. Haynes case, and the
appeal will be heard October 11, 1977. (The West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals is located on the 3rd. floor,
East Wing of the Capitol.) Mr. Cottrill said the hearing would
be open to the public.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: no committee reports but
Councilman Dr. Cassell stressed the need of enlarging the
culvert and of enlarging the storm drains in certain areas of
the Brookhaven section and asked for an opportunity to present
the information to the Storm Drain Committee.
_
Mayor Gibson stated that it was necessary to advertise
again for sealed bids on the storm drain amendment to Community
Development Block Grant #B75-DS-54-0017. He further stated
that the contractor could not do the job for the original
contract price.

«
•
^*
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Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to advertise
for sealed bids on the storm drain improvement in
Brookhaven which had previously been withdrawn due to lack
of enough block grant money. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated that
Mrs. Louise Bailey's property at 209 Fredrick Street floods,
and said there was a need to improve drainage in the area.
Mayor Gibson stated that the water backed up because the
storm drain pipe was not large enough when heavy down pours
for a long period of time occur.
Councilman Bailey also stressed the need for ditching
on Owens Street, and said that water runs under the house
of Mr. Raymond Cremeans at 201 Owens Street.
Councilman Bailey said that there had been complaints
about the noise from the flow of traffic of trucks at night
at the junk yard in the area.
COUNCILMAN PENNINGTON:

I

none.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large Karnes
stated that he had not been successful in getting signs,
NO PARKING WITHIN 10 FEET OF ROAD, erected on First Avenue South
at Walker Street, Locust Street, and at the driveway of his
service station. Councilman at Large Karnes stated that
vehicles parking within 2 feet of the highway obstructed the
vision of drivers of vehicles entering First Avenue South.
Councilman Karnes was informed he should contact the
West Virginia Department of Highways and the possibility of
adopting an ordinance governing such parking would be checked
into.

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion passed unanimously.

RECORDER
* CORRECTION

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

Councilman at

Large Mel Pennington stated that it had been several months
since he had attended police court and he was very happy to
hear that Mr. Hughart was satisfied with the way police court
was conducted. He stated that when he attended it was
atrocious but if it had improved he was very happy.
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PUBLIC MEETING ON FEDERAL REVENUE SHARING FUNDS
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1977 - 1978
SEPTEMBER 19, 1977
A Public Meeting on Federal Revenue Sharing Funds
was held in the Council Chambers on September 19, 1977 at
7:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Gus Bailey,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, and
several citizens of Nitro, Mr. Tom Boch, 1520 West 15th Street,
Nitro, Mr. Kermit Thompson, 3953 39th Street, Nitro,
Mr. Charles H. Boggess, 64 31st Street, East, Nitro.

I

I

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. Mayor Gibson stated that the purpose of this
meeting has been advertised in the Charleston Gazette, the
Charleston Daily Mail, and the Kanawha Valley Leader for
approximately two weeks, and the public meeting was on
revenue sharing funds for the assurances for Entitlement
Period Nine, from October 1, 1977 to September 30, 1978.
At this time Mayor Gibson asked for the recommendations
from the citizens present and stated that this meeting is
being held so the citizens of Nitro could express their
views and recommendations on Revenue Sharing spending.
Mr. Kermit Thompson of 3953 39th Street, Nitro
proposed that storm drains that work on First Avenue, between
23rd and 28th Streets be given first priority. Mayor Gibson
explained that First Avenue was state maintained, and the
City of Nitro couldn't use money for that particular purpose
if it wanted to, and concurred that there was a definite
drainage problem in that area. Mayor Gibson explained
that telegrams had been sent to Mr. James R. Campbell and
Mr. Marlin Davis of the West Virginia Department of Highways,
1334 Smith Street, Charleston, West Virginia, advising them
of the problem. Mr. Thompson suggested that perhaps it could
be the city's drains going on out to the creek that may be
stopped up, and that this possibility should be explored.
Mayor Gibson had his secretary to get a copy of the
telegrams which the Mayor read as follows:

i V. '-* 1 LWJ |,
western union L
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2-045431E228002 08/16/77 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP CHWC
1 3047555643 MGM TDMT NITRO WV 08-16 0318P EST

I

CITY OF N I T R O , V GIBSON
20 ST AND 2 AVE
N I T R O WV 251 43

T H I S M A I L G R A M IS A CONFIRMATION 1 COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE:
3047555643 MGM TDMT N I T R O WV 145 08-16 0318P EST
ZIP
JAMES R CAMPBELL, D I S T R I C T E N G I N E E R
1334 SMITH ST
C H A R L E S T O N WV 25301

I
ON JULY 12, 1977 I P E R S O N A L L Y T A L K E D W I T H MR W I L L I A M J Y O U N G , I N S P E C T O R
FOR WEST V I R G I N I A DEPARTMENT OF H I G H W A Y S A N D ALSO TALKED W I T H MR JIM
U P T O N R E G A R D I N G T H E STORM D R A I N S N O T W O R K I N G CORRECTLY B E T W E E N 2 2 N D
STREET A N D 2 5 S T R E E T N I T R O WEST V I R G I N I A . T H E S T O R M D R A I N S A R E S I T U A T E D
ON 1ST A V E N U E ( R O U T E 25) ADJACENT TO C O N R A I L R A I L R O A D . THE UPTON
C O N S T R U C T I O N COMPANY WAS AT THAT T I M E AND S T I L L IS D O I N G WORK ON S T A T E
R I G H T OF WAY FOR THE C AND P TELEPHONE C O M P A N Y .
D U R I N G H E A V Y R A I N S , B E C A U S E O F T H E M A L F U N C T I O N I N G S T O R M D R A I N S WATER I S
A C C U M U L A T I N G I T I S G O I N G ACROSS R O U T E 2 5 I N T O B U S I N E S S PLACES C A U S I N G
C O N S I D E R A B L E DA MA AGE AND I N C O N V E N I E N C E . THE A C C U M U L A T E D WATER IS ALSO
C R E A T I N G A T R A F F I C H A Z A R D TO V E H I C U L A R T R A F F I C DUE TO S E V E R A L I N C H E S OF
W A T E R STAF.'DING ON THE H I G H W A Y .
I T I S R E S P E C T F U L L Y R E Q U E S T E D THAT I M M E D I A T E A T T E N T I O N B E G I V E N T O W A R D
CORRECTING THIS BAD SITUATION.
WILLIAM D GIBSON
MAYOR C I T Y OF Kl TRC WEST V I R G I N I A
1 523

EST

KGKCCKP KGM
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>-045S32E22U002 08/16/77 ICS IPKMTZZ CSP CHUB
1 3047555643 BGW-TDHT N I T R O - U V 08rl 6 0323P EST

I
CITY OF HIIRO, V GIBSOH

20 ST AND 2 AVE:
NITRO W 25143

THIS MAILGRAH IS A COBFIRMA-flON -COPY- OF. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE! 3047555643 MGH-TDBT BIJRO.W. 145 OSr-16 0323P EST

ZIP

KARL! IT DAVIS
1334 SMITH ST
CHARLEST08 UV 25301

I

OH JULY 12, 1977 I- PERSONALLY TALKED UITH MR IflLLIAM J. YOUBG, INSPECTOR
FOR UEST V I R G I N I A DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND. ALSO TALKED UITH MR JIM
UPTON R E G A R D I K G . T H E STORM DRAINS HOT WORKING CORRECTLY BETWEEN 22ND
STREET A N D 25 STREET HITRO UEST V I R G I N I A . THE STORM D R A I N S ARE SITUATED
OH 1ST AVENUE (ROUTE 25) -ADJACENT- TO CONRAIL RAILROAD. THE UPTON
CONSTRUCTION COr^ANY WAS' AT THAT- TIME AND STILL IS DOING WORK ON STATE
R I G H T OF UAY FOR THE C AND - P - TELEPHONE COMPANY. •
DU1IKG HEAVY R A I N S , BECAUSE Or THE MALFUNCnONINQ STORM DRAINS WATER IS
ACCUIIULATIW IT IS GOIt:3 ACROSS ROUTE 25 I ftTO BUSINESS PLACES CAUSING
CONSIDIRABLE DAMAGE AMD I N C O H V E H I E H C E . THE A CC ULULATED -VATER IS ALSO
CREATING A TRAFFIC HAZARD TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC DUE- TO SEVERAL INCHES OF
L'ATER S T A N D I K G OH THE HIGHWAY.
IT IS RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED THAT IMMEDIATE A T T E N T I O N BE GIVEH TOWARD
CORRECTIIJQ THIS BAD SITUATION.
W I L L I A M D GIBSON
t:\YOR CITY OF NITRO UEST V I R G I N I A
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Mr. Tom Boch stated that there was a need to
up grade the three tennis courts at the Nitro City Park
on Park Avenue.

I

Mayor Gibson ask Mr. Boggess if he had any
suggestions as to how the money should be spent and
Mr. Boggess stated that he had none.
Mayor Gibson stated that the second Public
Meeting on Federal Revenue Sharing Funds would be
September 26, 1977 at 7:00 p.m.
Mayor Gibson said that if there were no more
recommendations he would entertain a motion for adjournment. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 20, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on September 20, 1977 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Attorney Layton
Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Dean Miller, and Councilman Romie Hughart.
City Recorder Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, and Councilman Bailey were absent.
The Meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The invocation was given by the Reverend
James Arbogast, Pastor at St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 6. 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review.
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman at Large
Pennington's daughter was head majorette at Nitro High School
and was participating in the annual Majorette Festival at
Charleston tonight, and that Councilman at Large Pennington
felt that he should, by all means, be there.
Mayor Gibson said that Councilman at Large
Pennington requested that a copy of his comment regarding the
City Judge and Police Court which was left out of the
September 6, 1977 minutes be given to council. Mayor Gibson
gave a copy of the comment to each Councilman. Mayor Gibson
said that Councilman at Large Pennington felt the minutes of
September 6, 1977 should be amended to show this particular
comment. (Correction made.)
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that the
minutes be accepted with the amendment as requested by
Councilman at Large Pennington.
The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING ON FEDERAL
REVENUE SHARiNG FUNDS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1977-1978, HELD
ON MONDAY, SEFTaxtBttK. 19 19// AT / : UU F.M.:Mayor Gibson
stated that each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes for their review.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the next Revenue Sharing Public Meeting will be held next Monday, September 26,
at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, and he encouraged the citizens
of Nitro to attend and requested that the news media so
inform the citizens that we need their recommendations and
participation.
REQUEST FOR NEW STREET LIGHTS: Councilman Miller,
Chairman of the Street Light Committee, stated that the committee
had met and that there had been several requests for street lights
He said the committee recommends that on Broadway Avenue the
two lights on pole #112-C-53 be removed, and one light be
installed on pole #112-C-54, and one light be installed on
pole #112-C-52. The committee further recommends that on
llth Street a light be installed on pole #112-C-60, and a light
be installed on pole # 112-D-439 at the corner of Locust Street
and Okey Avenue.
Councilman Miller made a motion that the recommendations of the Street Light Committee be approved.
The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and the motion
passed unanimously.
Councilman Miller said that on the request to install
a light in front of Mr. Burdette's residence on Third Avenue,
the committee makes no recommendation, either to install or
not to install a light, and that there is no pole in front of
Mr. Burdette's residence.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to keep
this request in committee.
The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
STREET PAVING REPORTS: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that he
hasn't had an opportunity to meet with the engineers, but in
the near future when they meet he felt that all members of the
council should be present.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE OPERATION
OR PARKING OF ANY MOTOR VEHICLE ON CITY STREETS WITHOUT PROPER"
CURRENT YEAR REGISTRATION PLATES:Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen,Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, stated
that at the first reading of the ordinance there was some
discussion of the time element that would be alloted, and that
if a time element is going to be used that he was of the opinion
that 72 hours is sufficient time to remove the vehicle after
the vehicle has received a ticket. Councilman Hughart agreed
that 72 hours was a reasonable time limit. Mr. Layton Cottrill
recommended that, in light of a time element period, a fixed amount of time
should be used after a citation is issued.

I
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Mayor Gibson read the second reading of the ordinance
'
/

I

which is as follows:
ORDINANCE NUMBER 21-131

PASSED BY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 20, 1977

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE OPERATION OR PARKING OF ANY
MOTOR VEHICLE ON CITY STREETS WITHOUT THE PROPER CURRENT YEAR
REGISTRATION PLATES AS PRESCRIBED BY CHAPTER 17A, ARTICLE 3,
SECTION 1, OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CODE OF 1931, AS AMENDED, OR
PARKING OF SAID VEHICLES WITHOUT A VALID REGISTRATION PLATE
>
ISSUED BY ANOTHER JURISDICTION; SAID ORDINANCE TO BE KNOWN AS
SECTION 21-131 OF THE NITRO CITY CODE AND SUBJECT TO THE PENALTIES PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 21 OF SAID CODE;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY OF NITRO:

I

NO

PERSON SH7iLL OPERATE OR PARK, NOR SHALL AN OWNER KNOWINGLY
PERMIT TO BE OPERATED OR PARKED, ANY MOTOR VEHICLE UPON ANY
STREETS OF THE CITY UNLESS THERE SHALL BE ATTACHED THERETO
AND DISPLAYED THEREON THE PROPER REGISTRATION PLATE FOR THE
CURRENT YEAR FOR SUCH VEHICLE AS REQUIRED BY SECTION "1, ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER 17A, OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CODE, 1931, OR A
VALID REGISTRATION PLATE ISSUED BY ANY OTHER STATE, PROVINCE
OR COUNTRY.
ANYONE VIOLATING THE AFORMENTIONED SHALL BE -SUBJECT TO A
NOTICE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION AND SUCH ALLEGED VIOLATION NOTICE
SHALL BE AFFIXED TO OR PLACED WITHIN OR UPON SUCH VEHICLE.
SHOULD THE MOTOR VEHICLE INVOLVED BE BROUGHT INTO COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAW WITHIN SEVENTY TWO (72) HOURS BY ATTACH-

I

ING THERETO AND DISPLAYED THEREON THE PROPER REGISTRATION PLATE
FOR THE CURRENT YEAR FOR SUCH VEHICLE AS REQUIRED BY SECTION I,

132
ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER 17A, OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CODE, 1931
OR A VALID REGISTRATION PLATE ISSUED BY ANY OTHER STATE,
PROVINCE OR COUNTRY. IN THIS EVENT THE CHARGE OF VIOLATION

I

SHALL BE TREATED AS THOUGH IT HAD NEVER OCCURRED.
Introduced on first reading on the 6th day of
September, 1977.
Adopted upon second reading on the 20th day of
September, 1977.

MATOR

RECORDER

Councilman Hughart stated that the number pertaining to the ordinance should read 21-131A in lieu of 21-131.
Mr. Cottrill agreed and stated that the A had been left off
due to an oversight.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
approve the second reading of the ordinance as outlined
above and that the ordinance be numbered 21-131A in lieu
of 21-131. (Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he made
themotion with no intention to do anything except to do something for our residential areas within our city.) The
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.

COMMITTEE REPORT REGARDING THE SALE OF A 1974
PLYMOUTH POLICE CRUISER, BY SEALED BIDS:Councilman at Large
Dr.Allen,Chairman of the Police Committee, made a motion that
bid forms be sent out and that the sealed bids be opened at the
regular Council Meeting October 18, 1977. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that Baker Elementary Grade School
had called him and suggested that the City of Nitro designate
Monday October 31, 1977 as TRICK OR TREAT NIGHT. Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion the Mayor be given authority to make
the decision after checking with the other cities.

I
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the
motion passed by a unanimous vote.

Mayor Gibson circulated a map for each Councilman
to review. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Cottrill, City
Attorney, had requested council to vote on accepting the map
as prepared by Field Engineering Company, Charleston,
West Virginia dated August 15, 1977 as the official boundary
map for the proposed land purchase from West Virginia Water
Company.
The engineers had presented the map to Mayor Gibson
as being the legal boundaries of the acreage (6.177 acres)
with a brick building situated thereon, on Plant Road,
adjacent to the Nitro City Park and the Kanawha River.
R - E - S - 0 - L - U - T - I - O - N
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF NITRO
ACCEPTS SAID MAP AS DRAWN BY THE FIELD ENGINEERING COMPANY

I

OF CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA DATED AUGUST 15, 1977 AS THE
LEGAL BOUNDARY FOR SAID PURCHASE OF ACREAGE (6.177 ACRES)
FROM WEST VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY.
THE TRACK OF LAND LOCATED IN UNION DISTRICT,
KANAWHA COUNTY AND POCATALICO DISTRICT, PUTNAM COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF NITRO IS
DESIROUS OF THE PURCHASE OF THE ACREAGE (6.177 ACRES)
WITH A BRICK BUILDING SITUATED THEREON FOR THE SUM OF ONE
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($100,000)
Approved upon September 20, 1977.

RECORDER
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept the resolution as read. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed with one
opposing vote. Councilman Miller opposed the motion.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DONALD KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN DR. GUY CASSELL: no committee reports,
but CounciIman Dr. Cassell stated that he had several phone
calls regarding East 31st Street. Mayor Gibson stated that
Mr. Williams plans to start repairs tomorrow, September 21st.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
Copies of correspondence are in supplement file to the minutes;)
1.

City Council
September 6,
in reference
(Attachments

2.

Mayor Gibson received a complimentary letter dated
September 6, 1977, from Robert L. May, Vice-Principal
of Nitro High School.regarding good trash pick up,
fly and mosquito spray at Underwood Field, and thanked
the Police Department for providing security at school
activities.

3.

of Nitro received a letter dated
1977 from Betty L. Caplan, Attorney at Law,
to Mae L. Haynes vs City of Nitro.
included.)

I

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 6, 1977,
from Ben Henry in reference to a drainage problem at
603 Hillside Drive.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to
ask for the assistance of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
with this problem. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed unanimously.

4.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to
Robert Y. Hayne
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. dated 9-9-77
in reference to construction at 2176 21st Street, owned
by Mr. Charley Damron. (attachments included.)

5.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated 9-9-77 pertaining to
Ambulance Committee meeting with Kanawha County Commissioners
September 15, 1977 at 9:30 A.M.

I
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6.

Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, had written a letter
dated September 12, 1977 to Mr. John P. Carter,
Attorney at Law, in reference to the Egbert Morris
drainage problem.
Mr. Cottrill stated that on a follow up Mr. Carter
said that his client indicated to him that the
drainage problem still exists.
Councilman Miller made a motion to have
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. become involved and
supply cost figures on the needed improvements of
the storm drains from the Smith Street landfill
(and including the landfill) up to and including
the area of Walker Street. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.

7.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated September 12,
1977, to
Mr. C. Leon Mclntosh
WV Department of Highways
Maintenance Division
in reference to the storm drain problem along Rt. 25
from Red Oak Drive to the five hundred block of
First Avenue.

I
8.

City Council received a letter dated September 12,
1977 from The Children's Home Society of West Virginia
asking financial support for the new Kanawha County
Emergency Shelter for abused, neglected and
dependent children.
Councilman Miller made a motion to refer this
request to the Business and Civic Betterment
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson asked for the remaining committee

reports.
CQUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: no committee reports,
but Councilman at Large Dr.Allen recommended that council
have someone from the Regional Intergovernmental Council
meet with them at City Hall for the purpose of assisting them
in the city's applications for financial assistaance from the
various federal and state agencies.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes stated that he did have
applications and guidelines for housing for the elderly which
is funded by the West Virginia Housing Authority.
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COUNCILMAN HUGHART: no committee reports, but
Councilman Hughart thanked the Mayor and the various
departments who assisted the Lions Club during the Antique
Car. Show.

I

COUNCILMAN MILLER: no committee reports, but
Councilman Miller stated it was reported that there was
drinking of beer in front of childred at a playground area
near his residence. Councilman Miller made a motion that
an ordinance be prepared prohibiting intoxicating beverages
and beer on city property which would include the lake area and
the playground areas.
Mr. Cottrill suggested that this be referred to the
ordinance committee, in order to give him some guidance.
Councilman Miller made a motion to refer this matter
to the Ordinance Committee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion passed by a unanimous
vote.
Councilman Miller said that he had received a phone
call which reported the speeding of vehicles on Park Avenue.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.

MA3?OR

I
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PUBLIC MEETING ON FEDERAL REVENUE SHARING FUNDS
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1977 - 1978
SEPTEMBER 26, 1977
The Second Public Meeting on Federal Revenue
Sharing Funds for the assurances for Entitlement Period Nine,
from October 1, 1977 to September 30, 1978, was held in the
Council Chambers on September 26, 1977 at 7:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Recorder
Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
Dr. Cassell, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
Romie Hughart, and Councilman Dean Miller.

I

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. Mayor Gibson turned the meeting over to
Mr. Melton, Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee.
Mr. Melton stated that he had been on vacation
and that he didn't have the figures with him on how much
money they had to allocate from revenue sharing, but that
after the Finance Committee met, and there was a breakdown
on the Parks and Recreation Department budget with an adjustment due to the minimum wage, then the remainder of the
money would be what would be allocated to the various other
departments.
Mr. Melton recommended that neither salaries nor
salary increases be allocated from Federal Revenue Sharing
Funds.
Mayor Gibson stated that some citizens felt that
Nitro should purchase the other 6.177 acres of property
adjacent to the property which Nitro had agreed to purchase
from the Water Company.
Councilman Hughart stressed the need of an increase
in salaries, especially, in the Police Department and the
Fire Department.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes stated that what would
help Nitro and more people in Nitro would be to correct the
drainage problem. Councilman Miller concurred.
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Councilman Hughart stated that there was a need
for a fire hydrant to be installed on 18th Street hill.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that our major
problem, as in other municipalities, is the dire need
of more revenue to enhance the salaries of the city
employees because when you fall behind in salaries you
fall behind in the quality of work, too. We need to find
general revenue of a sufficient amount to increase salaries,
Councilman Dr. Cassell said.

I

Mr. Melton stated that the main source of general
revenue was from:
1.
2.
3.

property taxes,
municipal service fees, and
business and occupation taxes.

Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that in comparison
with some other states West Virginia's tax rates were much
lower.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that in years
past the big problem was in having the people pay the business
and occupation taxes.
Mr. Melton stated that approximately a year and a
half ago the City of Nitro had received from the state a rundown, their complete B & 0 listing of everyone who paid the
state which had the zip code 25143.

I

There being no further items to discuss Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for adjournment. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.

OR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 4, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 4, 1977 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The invocation was given by the Reverend
William Westlund, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 20, 1977, COUNCIL
MEETING: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman Bailey made a motion that the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and the
motion passed.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
August, 1977, Financial Statement.
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, gave the following report:
GENERAL FUND FOR AUGUST, 1977

Received

89,572.53

Disbursements

73,783.81

Balance August 31

25,303.26

Mr. Melton stated that as Chairman of the Finance
Committee he made a motion that the August, 1977 Financial
Statement be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I
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THE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY OF WV ASKING FINANCIAL
SUPPORT FOR THE KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY SHELTER:Councilman at Large Pennington,Chairman of the Business and Civic
Betterment Committee, stated that with council's approval
this request would be put back in committee, and then be put
on the agenda for the next council meeting, October 18th.

I

Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibosn had received an inspection report dated
9-14-77 from the West Virginia State Fire Marshal's
Office in reference to property on 31st Street East,
owned by Carl A. Simpson.
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, stated that he
would check the report out, that there was a
possibility of an error.

2.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated September 20,
1977, from Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
in reference to the Craigo retaining wall on 1st Avenue,
and the specifications and drawing which was prepared
by Brackenrich & Associates, Consulting Engineers.

3.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated September 26,
1977 from John E. Homer, Secretary-Treasurer, of the
Kings and Queens Chess Club requesting his aid in
publicizing National Chess Day, October 8, 1977, and
proclaiming this day Nitro Chess Day.
Mayor Gibson stated he was issuing a proclamation
to this effect.

4.

The Nitro Fire Department received a letter from
John G. Hutchinson, Mayor of Charleston expressing
his appreciation for their participation in the
Charleston Jaycees Firemen's Parade during the
Seventh Annual Charleston Sternwheel Regatta Festival.

5.

The City of Nitro received a letter dated 9-22-77
from Mrs. Patty Slack, President of the Nitro-Putnam
PTA requesting permission to solicit merchandise for
their fall school carnival during the month of October.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
give them permission to solicit. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion
passed.

Councilman Bailey submitted a petition from the
citizens of the Fourth Ward. Councilman Bailey read the petition.
A copy of the petition which Councilman Bailey read is as follows

I
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I

The undersigned citizens of the Fourth Ward, City of
Nltro, respectfully submit the following petition, of four
parts, to the Mayor and Members of the City Council, City of
Nitro for their .information, to affirm its validity and to
request that they take the necessary action for correction!
Heed of a drqlning ditch on the West side of Owens street fronting the oprperty of Mr.
& Mrs. KjU4Creameans .
Loud noiie from inbound and outbound
trucks of Raleigh Junk Company using Owens Street
. throughout the night hours, seven days a week.

I

• It Is suggested Jhat Mr. Hoffsinger. 727-8251,
Supervisor, Raleigh Junk Company be first given
the opportunity to correct this unpleasant condition*
To keep Dvens Street in a better state of repair
than Is how the case* This also includes
Michigan Avenue South from Its Western Terminus
from Spring Street to Its eastern terminus from
Owens street* Also Includes eastern portion of
Kanawha Avenue South*
-•
- a»
To request and 'hopefully demand the
State Department of Highways to coreect the
huge and deep chug holes leading onto Owens
Street from State Route 25 (First Avenue
South*)

{%^,^-A^

I

\^S&—*4~*e^t^r
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The undersigned citizens of the Fourth Ward, City of
Nitro, respectfully submit the following petition, of four
parts, to the Mayor and Members of the City Council, City of
Nitro for their information, to affirm its validity and to
.request that they take the necessary action for correction}

I

Meed of a drglning ditch on the West~-side
of Owens street fronting the -<oprperty of Mr.
& Mrs* x-'aAS
Creameans .
'
2*

Loud nolle from Inbound and outbound
trucks of Raleigh Junk Company using Owens Street
. throughout the night hours, seven days a week*

3.

.It is suggested >hat Mr. Noffsinger, 727-8251,
Supervisor, Raleigh Junk Company be first given
the opportunity to correct this unpleasant condition*
._ 'Street .In a better state of repair
-than 3.s how^the case* This also includes
-.Michigan Avenue South from its Vastern Terminus
~fr6m;3prlng .Street to its eastern terminus from
Owens street. 'Also includes eastern portion of
Kanawha Avenue South*
• a*
To request and hopefully demand the
State Department of Highways to coreect the
huge and deep chug holes leading onto Owens
Street from State Route 25 (First Avenue
South*)

I

y^-rjff^i

I
»-

«-.
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I

Mrs. Ray Cremeans stated that the noise of the
trucks' horns at night is disturbing and is making it
difficult to sleep.
Mrs. Brenda Shaffer who resides at 704 Michigan
Avenue and is in the Fourth Ward stated that she considers
the W. A. Braunlin property near Michigan Avenue hazardous.
She said there was a building on the property which was
unoccupied and unlocked that contains medicince. Mrs. Shaffer
said there was no fence around the property.
Mrs. Shaffer stated that equipment used for moving
houses which was on a vacant lot created an eye sore, and that
she wanted her neighborhood upgraded.
Mrs. Shaffer further said that there were undesirables
in the neighborhood, and that her neighbor, Brenda Ferrell, and
she had been threatened. She stated that she had obtained a
peace warrant for the individual.
Mrs. Shaffer said there was a serious drainage problem
in the area, and that the truck that sprays for mosquitos and
flies turns at 707 Michigan Avenue and starts spraying at 709
Michigan Avenue and didn't spray on down where she lives.

I

Council recommended that a letter be written to
W. A. Braunlin of First Avenue South resulting from complaints
from citizens in the area because of the buildings on his
property which are considered hazardous.

Mayor Gibson said that he had received a phone call
from Mr. Tom Knight, publisher of the Kanawha Valley Leader,
in response to a letter he had written to Mr. Knight on
behalf of the elected officials welcoming him to the
City of Nitro. Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Knight plans to
attend council meetings.
Mayor Gibson informed council of the Ambulance
Committee meeting with the Kanawha County Commissioners
Thursday, October 6, 1977 at 9:00 a.m. and encouraged
council to attend. Mayor Gibson said he would contact
Mr. Dearian (with Ade Ambualnce Service) and ask him to
attend the meeting.

I

Mayor Gibosn stated there had been a three hour
meeting with Mr. James Campbell, District Number One,
Engineer of the West Virginia Department of Highways, and
two of his assistants, Mr. Marlin Davis and Mr. Bill Wood.
Mayor Gibson said that Police Chief Craft and Mr. Williams
also attended the meeting.
Mayor Gibson said that the various problems in
Nitro were discussed and pointed out.
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Mayor Gibson stated that Monday night, October 31,
1977, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. had been selected for TRICK OR
TREAT NIGHT.
Mayor Gibson said that the building of a Best
Western Motel by a corporation by the name of Nitro Motel
Group Limited is in the final planning stages. The motel
will have 122 rooms, a meeting room, a restaurant with a
seating capacity of 130, and a coffee shop. The motel will
be located west of the Interstate across the railroad near
United Distributers.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman
reports.
MR. MELTON:

none.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller requested that
council entertain an annexation movement of the Rock Rranch
area, and stated that business was moving toward this area.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

nothing.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that the sealed bids on the 1974 police
cruiser would be opened at the next council meeting, October 18th.
MR. COTTRILL, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Cottrill stated the
hearing before the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals involving the case between Mae Haynes and the City of Nitro will
be the afternoon of October llth. and will be the last case on
the docket.

I

Mr. Cottrill stated that week before last the
West Virginia Supreme Court handed down a case which struck
down the requirement that a ninety day notice had to be given
as to suits against municapalities.
COUNCILMAN PR. CASSELL: no committee reports, but
Councilman Dr.Cassell thanked Mr. Williams for his support
to the Brookhaven Garden Club. Hel also thanked the Mayor
for painting a panel of the fence.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey reiterated
the importance of the petition turned in by the citizens in
the Fourth Ward.
Councilman Bailey stated that he had been approached
about the possibility of an annexing to the City of Nitro the
area from the traffic light at Cross Lanes west on Route 62
to the First Ward at Brookhaven.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON : no committee reports
Councilman at Large Pennington thanked the Mayor for a note
the Mayor had written to the Nitro High School Band and the
majorettes wishing them well at the Majorette Festival.
He suggested that a letter be written to Jim
Landers on the beautif ication of his building on Main Avenue.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would also send a
letter to Mr. Charles Baisden who owns Ace, Furniture
Company located at 1202 Main Avenue.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: no committee reports.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that in considering
annexations he would recommend that the loop be considered,
from Brookhaven down on Route 62 to the intersection of
Route 62 and Route 25, up Route 25 to the lower Nitro
city limits.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 18, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 18, 1977 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrdll. Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Dean Miller was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The invocation was given by the Reverend
William Westlund, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 4 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 26, 1977 PUBLIC MEETING
MINUTES ON REVENUE SHARING FUNDS:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion the September 26,1977 Public Meeting Minutes on
Revenue Sharing Funds be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 1977 FINANCIAL^STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated that council had received a copy of the
September, 1977 Financial Statement, and Mr. Melton made a
motion the September, 1977 Financial Statement be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and
passed unanimously.
THE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY OF W. VA. ASKING
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY SHELTER:
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,Chairman of the Civic
Business and Betterment Committee, requested that a decision
on this request be kept in committee.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington explained that there
were some questions he had, and that he would prefer to talk
with officials of the Children's Home Society of W. Va.
before a decision was made.
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SEALED BIDS FOR SALE OF 1974 POLICE CRUISER;
Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,Chairman of the Police
Committee, stated that there were no bids received, and
that he would make a recommendation later.

I

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENTS - STORM DRAIN BIDS, PERTAINING TO
BROOKHAVWlCouncilman Dean Miller, Chairman of the Storm
Drain Committee, was absent. Councilman Hughart, a member
of the Storm Drain Committee, passed out the sealed envelopes
to the various Councilmen. Members of council opened the five
sealed bids and read them.
The bids are as follows:
Councilman Hughart read the bid as follows:
BID I:- Valley Development of West Virginia, Inc.
AMOUNT
ITEM 1

$20,320.30

ITEM 2

3,700.00

ITEM 3

1,250.00

ITEM 4

540.00

ITEM 5

650.00

ITEM 6

720.00

ITEM 7

300.00

TOTAL BID PRICE

I

$27,480.30

Councilman Dr. Cassell read the bid as follows:
BID II- Lester Construction Company
AMOUNT
ITEM 1
$28,885.50
ITEM 2

3,910.00

ITEM 3

1,230.00

ITEM 4

486.00

ITEM 5

975.00

ITEM 6

1,152.00

ITEM 7

1,585.00

TOTAL BID PRICE

$38,223.50

I
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Councilman Bailey read the bid as follows .BID III - Wilson Construction Company
AMOUNT
ITEM 1

$32,487.00

ITEM 2

7,100.00

ITEM 3

2,300.00

ITEM 4

558.00

ITEM 5

712.50

ITEM 6

900.00

ITEM 7

1,200.00

TOTAL BID PRICE

$45,257.50

Councilman at Large Pennington read the bid as follows:
BID IV -

I

G. E. Ray Construction Company
AMOUNT
ITEM 1

$29,400.00

ITEM 2

4,000.00

ITEM 3

1,800.00

ITEM 4

540.00

ITEM 5

625.00

ITEM 6

960.00

ITEM 7

500.00

TOTAL BID PRICE

I

$37,825.00
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Councilman at Large Karnes read the bid as follows
BID V

-

Putillion Excavation Company

I

AMOUNT
ITEM 1

$14,896.00

ITEM 2

1,700.00

ITEM 3

1,200.00

ITEM 4

450.00

ITEM 5

625.00

ITEM 6

600.00

ITEM 7

500.00

TOTAL BID PRICE

$19,971.00

Councilman at Large Dr. Cassell made a motion to
refer the bids to the Storm Drain Committee, and give the
committee authority to act. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.

I

PROPOSED EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE CONTRACT:
CounciIman Gus Bailey, Chairman of the^Emergency Ambulance
Service Committee, stated that at a recent meeting Mr. Dearian
( of the Ade Emergency Services,Inc.) gave a presentation on
the proposed emergency ambulance service contract. Councilman
Bailey said that Ade Emergency Services, Inc. would provide
service to the City of Nitro for one year, (from October 15,
1977 to October 14, 1978) for a total cost of five thousand
seven hundred dollars ($5,700) to be paid quarterly in advance.
However, Mr. Bailey said that Mr. Cottrill, the city attorney,
advised that the city pay monthly four hundred seventy-five
dollars (475) in advance on a monthly basis.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to approve the
proposed emergency ambulance service contract. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion
passed unanimously. Mr. Cottrill stated that he would prepare
the contract.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter from
John D. Rockefeller IV, Governor, dated October 6,
1977, informing him that the amount of $1,423.50
had been approved in federal matching funds through
the Criminal Justice and Highway Safety Division,
for acquiring a breathalyzer for the Nitro Police
Department.

2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 12,
1977 from Carolyn Henshaw, President of the
Kanawha Valley Heart Association, requesting
permission to conduct its Annual Heart Fund
Drive during the month of February, 1978.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to grant the request. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed.

3.

I

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated October 13,
1977 to
Mr. Ray Joens
Executive Director
Criminal Justice and Highway Safety Division
1212 Lewis Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
requesting a grant for funds to purchase a
Speedalyzer Tri-Bar Moving Radar Unit for
the Police Department.

I

4.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated October 13,
1977, to Mr. Ray Joens requesting a grant for funds
for a Data Speed Model 40 Teletype for the Police
Department.

5

BID AND PROPOSAL FORM WITH SPECIFICATIONS ON A
1978 POLICE CRUISER - LESS TRADE IN OF A 19T5~
POLICE CRUISER
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Police Committee
Chairman made a motion to put bids out for a 1978
Police Cruiser, with the sealed bids to be opened
the second council meeting in November, the date
being November 15, 1977. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
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6.

STEEL HOPPER BODY SALT SPREADER FOR PICK UP TRUCK
SPECIFICATIONS
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to put bids
out for a salt spreader, with the sealed bids to be
opened at the November 1, 1977 Council Meeting. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
and the motion passed.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the City of Nitro is
sponsoring a Halloween Party for the Senior Citizens, with
the help of the Recreation Department, to be held at the
Nitro Women's Club October 31st at 1:30 p.m.
Mayor Gibson said that costumes for the party are
optional.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports
MR. MELTON: Mr. Melton, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated that there was a need to allocate the
money ($10,550) from the coal severance tax for this fiscal
year (1977-1978).
Mr. Melton made a motion to allocate the $10,550
from the coal severance tax to engineering. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed.

I

Mr. Melton stated that every local government is
required by law to file a Statement of Assurances for each
entitlement period of the General Revenue Sharing Program in
order to receive payments. Each Councilman has received in
advance during a meeting the budget material which includes
the City of Nitro Statement of Assurances for Entitlement
Period Nine (9) October 1, 1977 through September 30, 1978.

The Revenue Sharing Budget is as follows:

I
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I

REVENUE SHARING BUDGET
1.

One (1) Drill Per Month

Fire Dept.

1,245

2.

Hose

Fire Dept.

300

3.

Jaws of Life (Rescue Tool)

Fire Dept.

5,000

4.

Salt Spreader (Additional Cost)

Street Dept.

1,000

5.

One (1) Dump Truck - Heavy Duty

Street Dept.

12,000

6.

Gravely Tractor & Attachments

Street Dept.

2,500

7.

Two (2) Garbage & Packer Trucks

Street Dept.

40,000

8.

Police Cruiser

Police Dept.

6,000

9.

Street Signs - Etc.

Street Dept.

4,000

10.

Ten (10) C. B. Radios

All Depts.

500

11.

Over Time Pay - Emergency

All Depts.

10,000

12.

Bad Weather Gear

Police Dept.

13.

Two (2) Tennis Courts

18,000

14.

Road Scraper

10,000

15.

Recreation - July 78 to Sept. 78

12,815

16.

Street Maintenance

17.

Operation & Maintenance

18.

Emergency Ambulance Service

19.

Communications - Pagers

600

4,000
Garbage & Street

39,560
5,700

Fire Dept.

8,500
$181,720

Mr. Melton made a motion the Revenue Sharing Budget

I

be approved, and that the necessary forms be filled out and
sent to the federal govenment.

The motion was seconded by

Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed unanimously.
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COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion to increase the patrol guards salaries
from $100 to $125 a month and to increase the salary of the
gentleman who takes care of 19th Street and 41st Street
traffic plus assisting the school children from $150 to $200
a month. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart and
the motion passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN

BAILEY:

I

no committee reports.

no committee reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: no comments, however,
the new proposed landfill in the area of Fir Street and Gum
Street was discussed and it was decided to request Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. to assist the city attorney in locating the
various properties which would be involved.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: no committee reports.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I
RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 1, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on November 1, 1977 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. City Attorney Layton Cottrill was
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The invocation was given by the Reverend
Arley Cravens, Pastor of the Nitro Church of God.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 18, 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion that the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion passed.
THE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY OF W.V. ASKING
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY SHELTER:
Councilman at Large Pennington,Chairman of the Business and
Civic Betterment Committee, stated that he had talked with
Mrs. Sulek, and that the property does not belong to The
Children's Home Society, but the property is a church facility,
and the property is outside the Nitro city limits.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion based on
the information from the city attorney to refuse financial
support for the Kanawha County Emergency Shelter. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.
REQUEST FROM THE SALVATION ARMY, REGARDING
CHRISTMAS KETTLE: Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman of the
Business and Civic Betterment Committee, made a motion to give
permission to the Salvation Army to place the traditional
Salvation Army Christmas Kettles in Nitro. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.

I
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STORM DRAIN BIDS PERTAINING TO BROOKHAVEN:
CounciIman Miller, Chairman of the Storm Drain Coiinittee,
stated that the committee recommends that they accept the
low bid which was made by Putillion Excavation Company.

I

SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR SALT SPREADER: Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen,Chairman of the Street and Traffic
Committee, stated they had received four sealed bids and
requested that they be opened.
Councilman Miller quoted the price from the
envelope which he opened, $2,448.50
Logan Corporation
P. 0. Box 456
Nitro, West Virginia

25143, estimated shipping date, 30-45 days.

Councilman Hughart quoted the price from the envelope
which he opened, $1,983.20
Machinery, Inc.
5800 MacCorkle Avenue, S.E.
Charleston, West Virginia 25304, delivery, 4 to 5 weeks.
Councilman Dr. Cassell quoted the price from the
envelope which he opened, $1,626.00
West Virginia Tractor & Equipment Co.
P. 0. Box 473
Charleston, West Virginia, 25322, delivery, 1-2 weeks,
subject to prior sales.
Councilman Bailey quoted the price from the envelope
which he opened, $1,850.00
Stewart Equipment Company, Inc.
P. 0. Box 6784
Charleston, West Virginia 25302, delivery, 30 days after
receipt of order.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to refer the
bids to the Street and Traffic Committee for further study
in reference to the specifications, and to give the committee
authority to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed.
A.D.T. SECURITY REQUEST REGARDING MULTI-SOUND MUSIC
CORPORATIOif:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the
Police Committee, made a motion to refer this request to the
Police Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following brochures
and correspondence: Copies of the brochures and Correspondence
will be kept in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

brochure on the 707 super grader ( Street Department)

2.

brochure on the Motorola selective signaling alert
monitor (Fire Department)

3. Mayor Gibson received a letter from
Paul T. Cain, Area Director
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Pittsburgh Area Office
Two Allegheny Center
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
15212
informing him that on October 12, 1977, President
Carter signed the Housing and Community Development
Act. of 1977, which will alter many of HUD'S
existing programs and provide a new emphasis on
assistance to local governments and housing interest
groups.

I

4.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated October 23,
1977, to the Senior Citizens inviting them to a
Halloween Party sponsored by the City of Nitro at
the Nitro Woman's Club, Monday, October 31st at
1:30 p.m.

5.

Mayor Gibson wrote a letter dated October 24, 1977 to
Alfred L. Shepard, President
Kanawha County Court Commission
Kanawha County Court House
Charleston, W.est Virginia
expressing his appreciation for the bleachers for
the City Park recently received, which were made
available through the Kanawha County Court.

6.

Mayor Gibson wrote a letter dated October 24, 1977,to
Mr. Kenneth C. Shock
Administrator
Little League Association
5512 Lancaster Avenue, S.E.
Charleston, West Virginia

I

requesting his assistance in reference to obtaining
lights for the Little League Field at the City Park.
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7.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 24,
1977, from
Malmarie Sulek, Executive Director
The Children's Home Society of West Virginia
1118 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

I

to clarify their request for financial assistance.
8.

Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, wrote a letter
dated October 25, 1977 to
Mr. Frank Given
16 31st Street East
Nitro, West Virginia

25143

in reference to a request which Mayor Gibson had
made in a letter dated August 30, 1977 which received
no response regarding the removal of dirt from the
street resulting from the landslide.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had an appointment
November 2, 1977, with Mrs. Given to discuss this
matter.
9.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 26, 1977,
from

I

Sam F. Lee, Jr., Principal
Nitro Junior High School
Park Avenue
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
thanking him for taking part in the school activities,
and attending the dinner and Homecoming festivities.
Mayor Gibson said that Mr. A. James Manchin,
Secretary of State, was there and was well received.
10.

Mayor Gibson referred to an article in the Gazette,
October 26, 1977, which was very complimentary of
the fans who attended the foolball game at Nitro
when Nitro played George Washington.

11.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 28, 1977,
from Mr. Lee, Principal at Nitro Junior High School
requesting additional Police protection at the field
and school on November 5, at 7:30 p.m. for the
football game between Andrew Jackson Junior High and
Nitro Junior High.

I
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12.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 31, 1977,
from
James E. Amburgey, President
Nitro Junior High School Band Boosters
requesting permission to hold a well supervised
bond-fire pep-rally November 3, 1977 from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. on the city parking lot adjacent to the
baseball field and across the street from the
swimming pool, and he also asked that a police
crusier stand by.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
grant Mr. Amburgey1s request. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports

MR. MELTON: Mr. Melton, Recorder and Chairman of the
Finance Committee, had no reports.

I

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller, Chairman of
the Storm Drain Committee, stated that he had given his report
earlier in the meeting. However, he informed council of the
dangerous situation that exists on the hill near the Moose
Club on Route 25.
Councilman Miller stated that station wagons,
motorcycles, jeeps, and other vehicles were driving up this
steep dirt hill and he thought the vehicles were coming out
at Ridenour Park, and he requested the assistance of the
Mayor's office and the Police Department.in correcting this
dangerous situation. He suggested that a barricade . be
erected within the city limits, which could prevent access
to the hill.
Councilman Miller said that October 31, 1977 a
jeep had turned over on the hill.
Councilman Miller said that this dirt road on the
hill may be the property of the gas company or the power
company, which could have the right-of-way the vehicles are
using.
Councilman Miller suggested the property owners
be contacted.

I

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated
that there were several signs that needed to be replaced a
ONE WAY sign at 21st Street and 3rd Avenue, and DO NOT ENTER
sign at 23rd Street on 2nd Avenue
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Councilman Hughart wanted to know about the status
on 1st Avenue where gravel is to be put on the side of the
road on 1st Avenue where Upton Construction Company had been
working. The Mayor stated that he would check into it.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: no committee reports.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he understood that
Mr. A. James Manchin, Secretary of State, will try to get
legislation passed that will dispose of dilapidated houses
which are not occupied, and are beyond repair. He suggested
that a resolution be adopted by Council in reference to this.
Mayor Gibson stated that he felt it was proper that a resolution
be prepared and adopted by council on this position, and that
the resolution be presented to members of the legislature.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson referred to an invitation
to Nitro City Council and him from the Nitro Nazarene Church,
1400 Sattes Circle for Community Day Service, on November 6,
1977 at 10:00 a.m.
Mayor Gibson stated that a tentative meeting was
scheduled on November 14, 1977 at 7:00 p.m. with Appalachian
Engineers for the purpose of discussing street paving and
encouraged all Councilmen to be present.
Mayor Gibson stated that some young adults were
riding bicycles on the sidewalks, and that they should not.
He suggested an add be placed in the newspaper to the effect.

I

Councilman Hughart suggested that a schedule of the
trash pick up should be placed in the newspaper.
COUNCILMAN CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no committee reports.
no committee reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no committee reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large Karnes
requested that a petition given to him prior to the council
meeting which bears about 300 names be made a part of the minutes,
The petition was signed by people who were opposed to the proposed annexation of the Rock Branch area to the City of Nitro.
Councilman Dr. Cassell, Chairman of the Annexation Committee,
stated that the committee would receive the petition. The
Mayor stated that most of those signing did not give their
address. Councilman at Large Karnes stated that he knew people
who lived in the area who are definitely against an annexation.
A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part
hereof.

I
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Councilman Miller said that he realized they
couldn't annex anyone that doesn't want to be annexed.
Councilman Miller said,
But somehow I still feel that we are letting
a terrific tax base go...I must get just as
specific as I possibly can and that is out
here from Plant Road (19th Street) on down.

I

I just can't imagine why that we are sitting
here providing all of the services to the
plants and to'.;.all the businesses down, here
and we are just letting this go. We :are dying
anyway. If we are not concerned':about taking
in where the business is. going, let's just
annex ourselves to St. Albans, because we
don't have any business, and if we don't
take it in and control it and promote it
let's just become a part of St. Albans, if
we are not interested in growing. I guess that
is pretty strong, but that is exactly how I feel.
Here we sit, we have sat here since 1918 and
let all of these places over here legislate
themselves out of the city limits. I think
it is a crime to let all of these businesses
sit over there paying no B and 0 taxes or
anything else.
I have made it plain how I feel.

Councilman Romie Hughart said they were waga paying through the Civic Benefit Association.
Councilman Miller said, "My friend, you try to
annex them and see how they jump around here and spend a
lot of money trying to keep from being annexed." "There
must be a good reason why they do not want to be annexed."
"I feel quite strongly about this."
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 15, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on November 15, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell was absent because of the death of his father.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor Gibson. The invocation was given by the Reverend
Robert Blixt, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Nitro.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1, 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER, 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated that council had received a copy of the
October, 1977 Financial Statement in the mail, and Mr. Melton
made a motion the October, 1977 Financial Statement be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion passed unanimously.
STREET PAVING REPORT - MEETING NOVEMBER 14, 1977.
7:00 P.M.:Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of
the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that the meeting
would be rescheduled for Sunday, November 20, 1977 at 2:30 p.m.
because the meeting had been canceled because some of the
councilmen could not attend.

I

DECISION ON PURCHASE OF SALT SPREADER:
Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen,Chairman of the Street and Traffic
Committee, stated that a decision on the purchase of the salt
spreader had not been made, but that he had conversed with
the men who will operate this equipment and would like to have
their recommendations before making a decision later this week.
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A.D.T. SECURITY REQUEST REGARDING MULTI-SOUND
MUSIC CORPORATION:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman
of the Police Committee,made a motion this request be tabled.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes.

*

I

Councilman Hughart stated that he felt the City of
Nitro should negotiate some type of a fee with the company
which the city would receive, and he wanted the Police Committee
to know this.
After a lengthly discussion, the motion that
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made and was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes passed by a unanimous vote.
SEALED BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR PURCHASE OF NEW
POLICE CRUISER:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of
the Police Committee, stated there had been one bid received.
Councilman Hughart read the bid from
Childers Chevrolet
41st Street and First Avenue
Nitro, West Virginia 25143, for a Chevrolet Nova Sedan:
New 1978 Police Cruiser

Total

Less trade-in of one 1974 Police Cruiser

$6,517.80
1,059.75

Net Total

I

$5,458.05

Delivery: 45 days from Purchase Order.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to refer
this bid to the Police Committee, and to give the committee
authority to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated since last Council Meeting Council
had received copies of the following correspondence: (Copies of
the correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to the
minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson read an agreement dated October 15, 1977,
between The City of Nitro and Ade Emergency Services.
Councilman Bailey requested that the Nitro
Emergency Ambulance Service Committee be supplied with
the Kanawha County Ambulance Committee Meeting Minutes
in the future.

*

CORRECTION

-

Insertion of two paragraphs ( paragraph III and IV)
on this page (page 164) is found on supplement
page 164-A.

I

SUPPLEMENT PAGE 164-A

I

Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he was
'i

strongly opposed to granting A.D.T.*s request to add
Multi-Sound Music Corporation to their system.

I

Councilman

Miller, also, opposed granting A.D.T.'s request. .
Councilman at Large Pennington further stated
that he was also opposed when Hecks was added to the system,
and that he was opposed to Councilman Hughart's suggestion
that the City of Nitro should negotiate some type of a fee
with the company which the city would receive, and that he,
in fact, was opposed to A.D.T. connecting any business to
the system which is outsidevthe city limits.

I

I

I

I
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2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 27,
1977, from
George A. Bicher
Colonel,Corps of Engineers
District Engineer
Department of the Army
Huntington District, Corps of Engineers
in reference to the flood elevation study.

3.

All RIG Members received a memorandum from
Joseph J. Footen
208 Program Coordinator
Regional Intergovernmental Council
in reference to Region III Clean Water Program Review,
its appraisal and adoption.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen suggested that
they have Appalachian Engineers, Inc. study the
material and then schedule a meeting with
Appalachian Engineers, and have them appraise the
material for Council.
4.

Mayor Gibson had sent a mailgram to Upton Construction
Co., Inc. with a copy going to the C & P Telephone Co.
in reference to the parking area on First Avenue, which
Upton Construction Co., Inc. promised to restore to its
original condition.

5.

Colonel Craft, Chief of Police received a complimentary
letter dated November 6, 1977, from Mrs. Imogene S. Parker,
Roanoke, Virginia 24017, in reference to her purse
which had been lost.
Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated November 7,
1977, to Mr. James Landers, 149 Main Avenue, Nitro,
on behalf of all the city officials, expressing their
appreciation in reference to the improvements made
to his business building located at 149 Main Avenue.

I

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated November 7,
1977, to Mr. and Mrs. Baisden, 1202 Main Avenue, Nitro,
on behalf of all the city officials, expressing their
appreciation in reference to the improvements made
to their business building located at 1202 Main Avenue.
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8.

Mayor Gibson and Members of City Council received
a letter from
Sam F. Lee, Principal
Nitro Jr. High School

I

thanking them for their permission for the
Nitro Junior High School to have their Pep Rally
and Bonfire on the city parking lot, and for
the police protection given during the
Andrew Jackson - Nitro football game.
Mayor Gibson received a letter dated November 9,
1977, from Dan Warner, Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
outlining property owners and deed descriptions in
reference to the proposed landfill site located at
Elm Street - Hickory Street Area, Fry Thayer
sub-division.

Mayor Gbison introduced Mr. Romey Swanson.
Mr. Swanson gave a presentation on Youth With A Vision, Inc.
and requested that council approve the issuance of a general
store license to Youth With A Vision, Inc. by the Recorder,
Mr. Melton.
Mr. Swanson said that the youth center, Youth With
A Vision, Inc. would be located in the old Comstock Building
on 21st Street. The building is owned by Lemont Corporation
located at Charleston, West Virginia and is leased to Youth
With A Vision, Inc.

I

Mr. Swanson said that Youth With A Vision, Inc. is
a charitable non-profit organization chartered in the State
of West Virginia as a corporation.
Mr. Swanson stated, "We feel the ministery is
needed not only in the Nitro area, and this is just a beginning
place for it."
"We have visions of opening up other centers in other
cities."
Mr. Swanson said they were interested primarily in
ministering to youth with drug problems and alcohol problems.
Mr. Swanson stated that presently he and his family
are living at Hurricane, but when the building where the center
will be located is renovated, he and his family will live there.

I
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Mr. Swanson stated that the center will have
offices, a Christian book store, an assembly hall, a
short order restaurant, a game room and two dormitories.
The boy's dormitory will sleep 4 boys and a live in
counselor. The girl's dormitory will sleep 4 girls and
a live in counselor.
available

Mr. Swanson said there would be counsel rooms
staffed with qualified counselors.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
approve the issuance of a general store license by the
Recorder, Mr. Melton, to Youth With A Vision, Inc. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart and passed by
a unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
the request of Mr. Steve King in reference to parking
in front of Nitro Elementary School on 2nd Avenue from
18th Street to 19th Street involving vehicles being parked
where school buses need to load and unload be referred to
to the Street and Traffic Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Miller and passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports.
MR. MELTON: Mr. Melton, Recorder and Chairman of
the Finance Committee, had no reports.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller said that he
had no reports, but he wanted to know if the amount
contributed by the Civic Benefit Association went to the
general revenue fund or the Sanitary Board. Mr. Melton
stated the money originally went to the City of Nitro,
ten years in advance to help pay for the swimming pool, and
another time, five years in advance for Ridenour Memorial
Park. The money was advanced to the City of Nitro for the
Sanitary Board. The Sanitary Board is paying back $3,100
a month to the city.
Councilman Miller wanted to know if a study had
ever been made on the businesses from 19th Street down to
1-64 to compare the amount the city gets through them by
the Civic Benefit Association, and what the city might get
from them through B and 0 taxes, etc. Mr. Melton said he
knew of no such study.
COUNCIL HUGHART:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

no reports.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 6, 1977
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on December 6, 1977, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean
Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. The City Attorney,
Layton Cottrill was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by the
Reverend Arley Cravens, Pastor of the Nitro Church of God.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 15 1977 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington asked that the November 15,
1977, Council Meeting Minutes show that he was opposed to A.D.T
adding Multi-Sound Music Corporation to their system.
(Correction made on page 164 of the November 15, 1977, Council
Meeting Minutes.)
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
the minutes be approved with the correction Councilman at
Large Pennington requested. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
STREET PAVING REPORT - MEETING NOVEMBER 20, 1977:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee stated that at the meeting with Danny Warner
of Appalachian Engineers, Inc. several things were brought to
their attention:

I

1.

because of the time element required to get the job
done, the weather restricts them, and

2.

closure of asphalt plants in the very near future
restricts them.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that they
would continue to go along with the recommendations of the
ward councilmen, but that it may be spring before they can
complete all the work necessary to get this job going.
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Councilman Hughart mentioned the need to cut down
and straighten the hump on 21st Street, which is a traffic
hazard.

I

Mayor Gibson replied that there would be more work
involved than this, and that he had conversed with Mr. Hayne,
President of Appalachian Engineers, Inc. and that a decision
on this should be postponed.
Mayor Gibson further stated that the wheels are
in motion toward having the West Virginia Department of
Highways take into its system 21st Street from Route 25 to
the end of 21st Street near the Ridenour Memorial Park.
DECISION ON AWARDING THE_PURCHASE OF SALT SPREADER:
CounciIman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee, stated that the lowest bid ($1,626.00) was
from West Virginia Tractor & Equipment Company and the salt
spreader had been purchased from them. Mr. Melton said that
the salt spreader had arrived and was on the truck.
DECISION ON AWARDING THE PURCHASE OF 1978
POLICE CRUISER:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of
the Police Committee, stated that the only bidder on the 1978
Nova Sedan Police Cruiser was Childers Chevrolet, and that
the 1978 Police Cruiser was on order from Childers Chevrolet.
NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARKING PROBLEM BETWEEN
19th STREET AND 20th STREET ON 2nd AVENUE: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen,Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated
that he would talk to Mr. Steve King, acting principal, at
Nitro Elementary School, and he would report back at the next
council meeting. (January 3, 1978)

I

Mayor Gibson stated that the Senior Citizen's
Dinner will be held at Nitro Woman's Club December 11, 1977,
at 1:30 p.m. and will be sponsored by the City of Nitro.
Mayor Gibson said that Mrs. Frazier is in charge of the
arrangements. Mrs. Frazier said that the Gospel Light Quartet
will provide the entertainment.
Mayor Gibson stated since last council meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson read a letter from Reverend Cravens,
Pastor of the Nitro Church of God, dated December 6,
1977. The church requested permission to fly Santa
Clause by helicopter to the City Park on December 17,
1977 at 2:00 p.m.

I
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
grant the request. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.
2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter from Homer W. Hanna, Jr.,
Attorney at Law, dated November 15, 1977, in reply
to Mayor Gibson's letter to the Union Public Service
District, dated August 29, 1977, in reference to
sewer back up on Brookhaven Drive, Barrington Road,
and Norwood Road.

3.

HOUSING NEWSLETTER dated November, 1977 regarding
#208 Water Management Plan.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Charleston Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Development will go on
record requesting the Regional Intergovernmental
Coune.il to delay the review deadline from
December 13, 1977 for the Clean Water Program
until March 1, 1978. Mayor Gibson said that he
personally felt that the deadline should be delayed.

4.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated November 27,
1977 from (Mrs.) Mark H. Schaul, Acting Executive
Director, of Sunrise, Inc. requesting permission to
solicit in Nitro for the period from February 1 to
March 31, 1978.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
give them permission to solicit in Nitro. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes,
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
5.

MEMORANDUM dated November 22, 1977 To:
From:

B. G. Crookshanks, Chairman
B-C-K-P Regional Intergovernmental Council
Charles W. Macqueen, Planning Director
Kanawha County Planning Commission
718 Morris Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25311

in reference to 208 Water Quality Management Plan
Volume 4-Domestic Wastewater Report.
and attached was a preliminary review of
Volume 4-The Domestic Waste Water Report.

I

6.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated November 21,
19/7 from Mr. Warner of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
in reference to the side walk settlement on Broadway
Avenue. Mayor Gibson stated that he would communicate
with the builder.
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7.

Mayor Gibson received a carbon copy of a letter
dated November 23, 1977 to Mr. Dale Parsons, Director
Solid Waste Disposal Program
State Health Department

I

in reference to a Site Evaluation Request for an
approximate five acre tract in Kanawha County, in the
City of Nitro, for use as a Class III Landfill.
8.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated November 23,
1977 to
Mr. Quentin Rooper
Putnam County Ambulance Service
Box 336
Winfield, West Virginia
25213
thanking him for the prompt and efficient ambulance
service which he is providing Nitro.

9.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated November 28,
1977 to
Honorable Ralph Allen, President
Putnam County Court Commission
Putnam County Courthouse
Winfield, West Virginia
25213
thanking him and other Putnam County Court Members
for the prompt and efficient ambulance service
which is being provided for the citizens of Nitro
through the Putnam County Court and Putnam County
Ambulance Service.

10.

I

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated November 29,
1977 to
Mr. John Jennings
Head Football Coach
Poca High School
Poca, West Virginia

25159

on behalf of the elected officials and the citizens
of Nitro commending Mr. Jennings and members of the
Poca football team for winning the AA State Football
Championship.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports.
MR. MELTON: no reports.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

I

173
COUNCILMAN HUCHART:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

no reports.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that a request
from A.D.T. to connect Multi-Sound Music Corporation to
their system located at the Nitro Police Department had been
tabled at the November 15, 1977 Council Meeting by council.
Mayor Gibson stated that on Friday, November 18,
1977, A.D.T. had connected Multi-Sound Music Corporation to
their system located in the Police Department. Mayor Gibson
said that this wasn't discovered until Monday November 21,
1977, and at that time A.D.T. was immediately told that
council had not given them permission to do this, and to
disconnect Multi-Sound Music Corporation from the system.
Mayor Gibson stated that this was done. Mayor Gibson said
there was an apology made by an A.D.T. representative for
the misunderstanding.

I

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: no reports, however
Dr. Cassell made a motion that the next regularly scheduled
council meeting (December 20, 1977) be rescheduled to
January 3, 1978. Dr. Cassell stated that this motion was
made due to the proximity of the December 20, 1977 scheduled
council meeting and the Christmas holidays. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington made a motion to have citizen band radios
installed in the police cruisers. Councilman at Large
Pennington stated that this would assist the ambulance
drivers of the Putnam County Emergency Service in reaching
their destination,because they may not be familiar with the
area. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the
motion passed by a unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes stated that he had received several complaints about
the trash at the lower end of the city park parking area
toward the Water Company Plant and requested that Mr. Williams
check this.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

JANUARY 3, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on January 3, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus
Bailey, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell and Councilman Romie Hughart.
The Meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson. Reverend James Arbogast, Minister of St.
Paul's United Methodist Church gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 6, 1977 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman
at Large Karnes made a motion the minutes be approved, the
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart and passed unanimously,

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
City Recorder Melton stated there is a balance in
the General Fund of $33,837.92. City Recorder Melton made a
motion that the Financial Statement be approved, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and passed
unanimously.
NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARKING PROBLEM BETWEEN 19th
STREET AND 20th STREET ON SECOND AVENUE:Councilman at Large
Dr.Allen,Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated
that he knew what the problem concerned but he did not know
what time elements that Acting Principal, Mr. Steve King,
wanted and he would like for him to come to the next Council
Meeting to discuss this further.
Mayor Gibson stated he was in possession of the
following correspondence. (Copies of all the following
correspondence will be in the supplement file to the
Minutes).

I

1. Mayor Gibson stated that December 9, 1977, he
had written to Mr. John Coleman, Engineer, of Appalachian
Power Company, making a second request for two lights on
Pole #112-C53 be removed and one light be installed on Pole
#112-C-54 and Pole #112-C-52 on Broadway Avenue. Also, on
llth Street, a light be installed on Pole #112-C-60 and a light
be installed on Pole #112-0-439 at the corner of Locust Street
and Okey Avenue. Mayor Gibson stated that Appalachian Power
Company had called him and they were going to give this
request their undivided attention.

176
2. Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a
copy of a letter from Dan E. Warner of Appalachian Engineers,
Inc. dated December 14, 1977, addressed to Mr. Layton
Cottrill, City Attorney, forwarding one original and one
copy of executed Right-of-Way Agreements for Parcels No.
12 through 19 to facilitate construction of a new 36"
storm drain pipe in the area of Brookhaven and Fairview
Drive, for recording in the Kanawha County Courthouse.
City Attorney Cottrill stated the Right-of-Way Agreements
would have been recorded before this date but he had been
very ill and they would be recorded on January 4, 1978.

I

3. Mayor Gibson stated he also had a copy of a
letter dated December 16, 1977, over the signature of Harry
B. Russell, Chairman of the Board of Zoning Appeals, to
Mr. Bill Gibson, Twin City Furniture & Appliance, Inc.
The letter advised Mr. Gibson that his request to construct
a "Mini-Mall" on the corner of 21st Street and Bank Street
was approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals, But construction
must comply with existing city codes in all respects and it
would be necessary for him to obtain a building permit.
4. The Mayor had received a letter from Brackenrich & Associates, Inc., Consulting Engineers and Planners
of Lewisburg, West Virginia, dated December 16, 1977. The
letter was in reference to the retaining wall constructed
by Craigo Real Estate at 302 First Avenue, South. Mr.
Brackenrich stated in his letter that he had made intermintent
inspections of the wall during and after the construction
and in his opinion the wall was structurally sound and
the subdrainage is satisfactory. Mayor Gibson stated that he
had written Mr. Craigo a letter informing him that he would
have to conclude this matter before James H. Crewdson, City
Judge.

I

5. Mayor Gibson stated he had a form letter, dated
December 20, 1977, to All RIG Members from Chester E. Gates, Jr.,
Chairman, Policy Advisory Committee. The letter was in
reference to the wastewater management program "208 Process",
requesting any additional comments or suggestions before
Jaunuary 16, 1978.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that any
Council Members would be welcome to go to the next meeting
on January 26, 1978. Councilman at Large Allen stated the
program would have to be presented to the Govenor and the
E. P. A. for approval. Councilman at Large Allen stated that
he felt the program would pass because it was a very good
program.

I
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6. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter
dated December 21, 1977, from State of West Virginia, Department of Health, over the signature of Michael F. Goff, Staff
Engineer, Solid Waste Program, addressed to Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. Mr. Goff had met with Dan Warner of Appalachian Engineers on December 13, 1977, for proposed Class III
landfill for the City, to be located in an area beginning at
the Corner of Hickory Street and Dupont Avenue indicated
several items which must be addressed in an operating plan.
Mayor Gibson stated it appeared they were willing to approve
this site contingent upon certain rules and regulations that
would have to be met. Councilman Miller inquired about other
low areas that also needed to be filled in the vicinity of
Ivy and Main Streets. Mayor Gibson stated that he could not
forsee any problems in filling them, if the residents in these
areas requested it and were willing to enter into a properly
drawn contract.
7. Mayor Gibson asked that Councilman at Large
Pennington, Chairman of the Business and Civic Betterment
Committee, bring before Council a letter he had received.

I

I

Councilman at Large Pennington stated that
Rock Branch Boosters of the Rock Branch Elementary School
would like to obtain permission from Council to solicit for
their Spring Carnival. Councilman at Large Pennington made
a motion that they be allowed to solicit, the motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed unanimously.
8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated December
28, 1977, to Mr. Ray Joens, Executive Director of Criminal
Justice and Highways Division, in reference to obtaining a
grant for acquiring "Jaws of Life" through the Criminal
Justice and Highway Safety Division. Mayor Gibson stated
that Mr. Joens had called him and is going to send a
representative to Nitro this week to meet with the Fire and
Police Department Officials.
Mayor Gibson stated that each Councilman had a
copy of a resolution adopted April 19, 1977. Mayor Gibson
stated on October 21, 1975, the former City Council had
adopted a resolution and passed an ordinance giving the
Sanitary Board permission to issued bonds in the amount of
$149,000.00. Again on April 19, 1977, this governing body
adopted a resolution, and in view of these two resolutions,
the Federal Government had requested the Mayor bring to the
attention of Council certain forms, being: FMHA44247 Loan
Resolution, FMHA400-1 Equal Opportunity Agreement, FMHA400-4
Discrimination Agreement and FMHA442-7 Budgets. Mayor Gibson
stated these were standard forms, but he was making them
available for Council's review, as requested by the Federal
Government. Councilman Bailey made a motion that Council
concur with these forms, the motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell. The motion carried unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson stated that City Attorney Cottrill
had some business to discuss with Council concerning the suit
against the City of Nitro by Mae L. Haynes.
City Attorney Cottrill stated that on December 20,
1977, an order was filed by Justice Harshbarger, Supreme Court
of Appeals of West Virginia, stating that the trial Court
erred in dismissing Penn Central and that the City of Nitro
has a valid cause of action for contribution against Penn
Central. Therefore, the findings by the Trial Court were
reversed and remanded.
City Attorney Cottrill continued saying the City
now has a right to file suit against the Trustees of Penn
Central and attempt to seek any or all portions of the
money damages, up to one-half. He further stated that the
City should bring suit and had a legal right to do so,
established by the opinion of Justice Harshbarger, Supreme
Court of Appeals of West Virginia.
City Attorney Cottrill stated further, there
would be some damages available to the City from Penn Central
assets, on the basis of the time factor which would revert
back to the time of the suit rather than to the time of
judgment. The City would have a priority claim as in
bankruptcy court and there is still another possibility,
at the time of receivership there was still in effect some
type of liability insurance on the part of Penn Central

I

City Attorney Cottrill stated that he would
recommend to the City that in light of the questionable
amount of money that could be received that the City
attempt to sue and attempt to do it on contingency fee
retainer basis. This in fact would be, the attorney would
not be given any sum of money unless he won the suit.
A lenghty discussion followed on the payment of
an attorney, the feasibility of City Attorney Cottrill
taking charge of the suit or former City Attorney Frank
Armada being retained on a contingency fee.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
leave this decision in the hands of the City Attorney Cottrill
and the Mayor to act in negotiating legal council regarding
this matter. Councilman at Large Karnes seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that on Jaunary 4, 1978, at
2:00 p.m., the City of Nitro will close the transaction on the
approximate 6.177 acres of land located on Plant Road adjacent
to the City Park. The transaction will take place at the
West Virginia Water Company, in the office of Mr. Bob Dawson.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that the Kanawha County Ambulance
Authority would be having a meeting on January 4, 1978, at
7:30 p.m. at the headquarters at Smith Street and Ruffner Avenue.
There will be discussion on how to set up headquarters in
municipalities to keep cost at a minimum and in an effort to
provide prompt and efficient service in emergency situations.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a phone call
this day from Mr. Jim Mills of the Department of Highways,
wanting the area blocked off between Route 25 (First Avenue)
and Conrail Railroad from 22nd Street to 24th Street, so work
can begin to improve the berm in this area.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that when the Honorable Senator
Randolph was here that he was impressed that all of the
elected officials attended the meeting. Mayor Gibson informed
Council that Senator Randolph stated he would be in touch with
him by Tuesday. Further, that shortly after the Senator left,
the Mayor received a telephone call from Mr. Phil McGantz
stating that he had been informed that Nitro had a lack of
projects. Mr. McGantz stated that if they could, they would
send a representative to Nitro from Washington, B.C. Mayor
Gibson informed Mr. McGantz that the City of Nitro would like
projects in housing for the elderly citizens, the boat marina
and consideration given toward adding various rooms to the
swimming pool, making it a year .around facility and making it
a multi-purpose type building.
RECORDER MELTON: Recorder Melton had no reports or
new business.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:
or new business.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
or new business.

Councilman Miller had no reports
Councilman Hughart had no reports

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen ahd no reports or new business.
CITY ATTORNEY COTTRILL: City Attorney Cottrill stated
that he would be conducting an instructional meeting on Police
Civil Service Commission procedures on January 12, 1978, from
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., in Nitro City Hall and all the
Councilmen were welcome to attend.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
no reports or new business.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell had
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COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated he
would like to thank Gene Williams for the outstanding job
that is being performed in the fourth (4) ward on the streets.
Councilman Bailey stated that he would like a letter of
appreciation sent to Mr. James Noffsinger on the cooperation
that he had shown to the City.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington stated that Reverend James Arbogast of St. Paul's
Methodist Church, informed him shortly before Council Meeting
began, that he was getting several complaints about the Nitro Taxi
Stand. Councilman at Large Pennington also stated that he would
like to see something done about a sign on the door of the
Nitro Library, stating the hours that it is open to the public.
Councilman Hughart stated that he had complaints about
the Nitro Taxi Company also. Mayor Gibson stated that he would
be willing to do anything that Council would authorize him to do
in order to take action in getting it cleaned up. Council
decided to leave this in the hands of City Attorney Cottrill to
investigate legal steps that could be taken.
Councilman Miller asked what could be done about the
obscene literature that is being sold in the City of Nitro at
the News Stand and other stores. Mayor Gibson stated that the
City of St. Albans just recently adopted an ordinance on this
and he was going to request a copy, to see how they handled this
situation.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes had no reports or new business.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment, the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington and passed unanimously.

MAYOR
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RECORDED
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NITRO CITYjCQUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 17, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on January 17, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Attorney Layton
Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. City
Recorder, Tom Melton, was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by the
Reverend James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 3, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion that the minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Councilman Bailey made a motion to defer the approval of the
December, 1977 Financial Statement until February 7, 1978,
the next council meeting, because of the absence of Mr. Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the
motion passed by a unanimous vote.
RECOMMENDATION REGARDING A PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING
FEDERAL FUNDS FOR PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR THE CITY OF NITRO:
Councilman Gus Bailey read the proposal whicTh he submitted to
the Mayor and to council.

THE PROPOSAL IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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January 17, 197?

^Mr. Mayor, Gentlemen of the Council:
-

™

I submit to you the following proposal:

,":

In order for our city to be the recipient of federally
funded programs, we must have an official representative
of our city government for the express purpose of keeping
abreast of availability of such funds and the wherewithal
to secure them to meet the needs of our city.
As you already know, we have discussed this need, informally, for the past two or three months. We are indeed
fortunate to have a member of our City Council with the
academic credentials, with an abundance of common sense,
leadership experience and tenure that qualify him for any.
responsibilities we might wish to assign him. I am speaking
of Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman, First Ward of our city.

I

He

has expressed a great desire to accept this task assignment. ,
He has agreed to assume this additional responsibility without
salary per se.

This would also apply to any of his assistants.

For the benefit of everyone concerned I should like to
present to you some highlights of his credentials for this
particular assignment.
_a«_

Graduate, of Greervbank Hieh School,
BS Degree - in Agriculture — West Va. University.
MS
»
^ H Marketing
— Unlvprc;1ty of ?ifary7anrtr
Phd. V
- M Economics
—
H
it
it
Seventeen years serving a* a M^-pVpt.Ing F.<?nnr»mt?t
at No. Carolina State University. This job required bot'
np.gjpar/Vh xnfl 'Ryt.Qng1nnAof-.1v1t-.1p*; anfl in^T1^0^ p-nhl Jcati
of information for use by State Officials (Not Carolina)
" and DoypTnppri

I

Management training program for industrial groups
throughput thp f^gtp of* ^o, CqroHna.

*

Presently;: he is a Professor of Business Adninlstratton at West Virginia State College. He vas Chairman
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I

ion Department for six yearsr and now teaches Management,
Marketing and Economics. He Is nov Chairman of the
Education Policies Committee, He is also a member of the
Committee for-Economic Development - West Va. Chamber of
Commerce. He served as an Officer in the United States
Marine Corps in World War II and in the Korean. War, and
retired with the rank of Lt. Colonel - TTSMCR.
His credentials are truly outstanding for this particular
task.

-

I should like to present to you the following basic guidelines that are intended to be helpful "to Dr. Cassell in the
performance of his duties in this instance.
They are as follows:
1. To construct whatever criteria is needed to provide a
flexible and operable system of contact.

I

2. To work cooperatively with the Mayor and Council members to bring about a fruitful experience in the constant search for additional revenues.
3. To make whatever contact he deems necessary with our
county officials, State and Federal legislative representatives and/or their respective agencies.
4. All expenses (telephone calls, postage, travel expense, -. .
food, motel or hotel, short term travel insurance, et
cetera) incurred by Dr. Cassell and his assistants would
be reimbursed by the city government. A print-out of
expenses should accompany a request for reimbursement.
5. No formal action upon any application for county,
state, or federal funds assistance could be taken
without approval of the City Council. This would not
eliminate prior agreement of Council.
•»
6. His assistants would be such members of the City
Council .that he" chooses to call upon.
:

Mr. Mayor, Gentlemen of the Council, I move the adoption
of this proposal as presented.
*

I

":

Thank you,
Gus C. Bailey
Councilman, Fourth Ward
City of Nitro
The motion was -seconded by Councilman Hughart'.
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Mayor Gibson asked for any questions or comments.
Councilman Miller said that he would like the last sentence
of statement 4 on the second page amended to read sha.ll
instead of should.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes said that he agreed with
that, but "one other thing we might consider, not... but I
think all city officials are limited as to how much money can
be spent without prior authorization and this would not limit
him to any degree at all and I think there should be some
kind of limits."
Mayor Gibson said that he didn't quite understand
what Councilman Miller wanted done about number 4 being
amended.
Councilman Miller stated that he wasn't up on
Roberts Rules and perhaps he should make a motion. Councilman
Miller made a motion to amend the last sentence of the basic
guidelines, number 4, page 2, of the proposal changing the
word should to shall. The last sentence in the basic guidelines,
number 4 will r e a d : A print-out of expenses shall accompany a
request for reimbursement. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart.
Mayor Gibson asked, "Is there any questions on the
amendment, or any comments?"
Councilman at Large Karnes said that all departments
within the city are limited to what money can be spent without
prior authorization, and this would not limit that. "Not that
I really feel that it's necessary, but I don't really think
it's necessary in some of the other departments either, but
they are, and I think it should be uniform," he said.

I

Mr. Cottrill stated he would like to speak to that
issue. Mr. Cottrill stated that it might be wise for council
to consider adopting a set of regulations for expense accounts
in general.
Councilman at Large Karnes said that he did not mean
to limit motel bills and dinner expenses, but he said the way
this stands there is no limit to when and where Dr. Cassell
travels, and they would have no prior knowledge, necessarily.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that he didn't mean even to
infer that he was worried about a particular expense. For
example, he said, Dr. Cassell could leave for Washington D.C.
without anyone's prior knowledge and stay as long as he deems
necessary, and the word necessary is quite flexible, and they
would not have to be informed that he is gone, how long, or
anything else.
Councilman Dr. Cassell suggested adding to guideline
number 2, "with prior approval of the Mayor."

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington said chat he felt
that we should follow the suggestion of our attorney and
adopt it as it is, and then add the extra features as they
are needed as we see fit.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated, "I can't vote
for all expenses and no control, and that't what we are
voting for. I want you to know where I stand and I can't
vote for that."
After more discussion, Mayor Gibson called for a
vote on the motion made previously by Councilman Miller to
amend the last sentence of the basic guidelines, number 4,
page 2 of the proposal, changing the word should to shall.
The motion had been seconded by Councilman Hughart and the
motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibssn called for a vote on the motion
Councilman Bailey had made to move the adoption of this proposal
as presented. This motion had been seconded by Councilman
Hughart, and the motion passed.
Councilman at Large Karnes
and Councilman Miller opposed.

I

REPORT ON THE KANAWHA COUNTY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY
MEETING
Jan. 4, 1978 (7:30 p.m.) Charleston, WV:
Councilman Gus Bailey,Chairman of the Ambulance Service
Committee, stated that both he and Mayor Gibson attended
the meeting, and that the purpose of the meeting was
basically to determine the various aspects of their
requirements for the ensuing year to operate a county
funded ambulance service.
Councilman Bailey stated Mayor Gibson and the
Mayors of South Charleston, St. Albans, and Dunbar had met
a number of times to work out a criteria and a computing
factor cost of having an ambulance service in each of these
cities through county funding. Councilman Bailey said this
was contingent on approval of the Kanawha County Commissioners.
Mayor Gibosn said that the proposal for local
fiscal support was submitted to the Kanawha County Emergency
Ambulance Authority by Mayors Robb, Randall, Leone, and
himself, and that the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance
Authority would present the proposal to the Kanawha County
Commissioners.

I

Mayor Gibson explained that they proposed that the
Kanawha County Commission subsidize all the first half of the
total annual cost of the ambulance service based on the idea
citizens of the incorporated areas are county citizens and
taxpayers too. They further proposed that the Kanawha
County Commission and the cities of St. Albans, Nitro, Dunbar
and South Charleston subsidize all the costs of the second
half of the total annual cost of the ambulance service based
on their proportionate share by population.
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Mayor Gibson gave an example:
a.
b.

Total Annual Cost of Service
Kanawha County Commission pays

c.

St. Albans, South Charleston,
Nitro and Dunbar pays

d.

Kanawha County Commission pays

$400,000.00
200,000.00 or first 50%
of total.

I

88,QOO.Qti\ pay
112,000.OO/ second 50%.

The four cities pay 44% or $88,000.00 of the second 50% of the
total, based on the fact that they constitute 44% of the total
population. The Kanawha County Commission pays 56% or
$112,000.00, the remaining balance based on census, reports
showing that 56% of the population resides in the unincorporated
areas.
Mayor Gibson explained that the following population
figures were obtained from the 1970 Census reports.
South Charleston

16,333 = 34% of total of 4 cities

St. Albans

14,356 = 30% "

"

"

""

Dunbar

9,151 = 19% "

"

"

""

Nitro

8,019 = 17% "

"

"

""

I

47,859 = 44% of total population
Unincorporated

areas

Alum Creek
3,400
(Part of District 2)
District 3

16,780

District 4
41,075
(Excluding Elk River
Basin portion)
61,255 = 56% of total population

I

187

I

NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARKING PROBLEM BETWEEN
19th STREET AND 20th STREET ON 2nd AVENUE (MR. STEPHEN KING,
ACTING PRINCIPAL NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL):
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of the Street
and Traffic Committee, introduced Mr. Stephen King, Acting
Principal, of the Nitro Elementary School.
Mr. King stated that Nitro Elementary School had
children leaving school at various times of the day, and
they had to walk between parked cars in front of the school
to board busses stopped in the lane of traffic. Mr. King
requested restricting parking part of the time or all the
time in front of the school.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen wanted to know if
there was a bus driver who parks his bus in front of the
school from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mr. King said yes, the
bus driver works at the school.
Mr. King stated that repairing the sign which
was there that reads NO PARKING 7 to 9 a.m.,2 to 4 p.m.,
and adding 11 to 12 a.m. would take care of 95 per cent of
the problem, or to limit it to school busses only while
school is in session.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington stated he didn't
see any difference in walking between cars or walking
between busses and cars. Mr. King said the bus had never
been a problem.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Nitro Police
Department would keep the parking in front of Nitro
Elementary School under surveillance for two to four weeks.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
keep Mr. King's request in the Street and Traffic Committee
until a decision has been made.
The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.

I

REPORT ON THE POLICEMEN'S CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
PROCEDURE MEETING CONDUCTED BY THE CITY ATTORNEY, Jan. 12. 1978
(7:00 p.m. until 10:00 P.m.) CITY HALL:Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of the Police Committee, stated that
the meeting was not a meeting of any decision making policies,
but a meeting to be informed. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
commended Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, on explaining
The Civil Service Rules and Regulations, and said that he
knew that a lot of research had gone into the presentation
Mr. Cottrill had given them. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
said he would like for Mr. Cottrill to make any comments he
wanted to make.

Itftf
Mr. Cottrill thanked those who attended the meeting including the Policemen's Civil Service Commission
members, Mr. Omar Cunningham and Mr. V. E. Townsend, and he
pointed out that perhaps sometimes council underestimates
the difficulty of being a member of the Police Civil Service
Commission.

I

Mayor Gibson stated he wanted to introduce
Mr. Leo Bradley who was in attendance at this meeting.
Mayor Gibson said that council had met Mr. Bradley and had
already approved of him as the police chief. Mayor Gibson
further stated that Lieutenant Colonel L. R. Craft who had
tendered his resignation as Chief of Police was also very
much impressed with Mr. Bradley's resume.
Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Bradley was a graduate
of Dunbar High School and that Mr. Bradley's wife was a
graduate of Stonewall Jackson High School. Mayor Gibson
stated, "I'm sure I'm speaking for all the elected officials
when I say we are very proud and feel extremely happy to have
Mr. Bradley as our new chief."
Mayor Gibson explained that Mr. Bradley had worked
as a policeman at Hurricane and Dunbar, West Virginia, and
had worked nine years as a policeman with Indian Harbor Beach
City Police in Florida. Mayor Gibson further explained
Mr. Bradley has an associate degree in criminal justice from
Brevard Community College in Florida.

I

Mayor Gibson stated council had already given their
stamp of approval, and said that he would again like to ask
their concurrance with the hiring of Mr. Leo Bradley as Nitro's
Police Chief.
Councilman Miller made a motion concurring with the
hiring of Mr. Leo Bradley as Police Chief of Nitro. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
Chief Bradley expressed his appreciation for the
affirmative vote, and said that he needed their support and
the support of the citizens.
It's not a one man operation and I don't intend
to make it one. I intend to make it a firstclass police department, one the people will be
proud of and one the officers will be proud of.
I expect them to earn their money as I expect
to earn my own.
Any time this police department can be of
assistance.... If you have a complaint against
an officer or myself, or the police department
come to me.... If I don't hear the bad and
the good then I can't correct a mistake or give
a man a pat on the back when he deserves it.

I
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Mayor Gibson introduced Bill Fortune, President
of the Golden Oldies Street Rod Association, Inc., and
Jerry Withrow, Vice President. Mr. Fortune wanted
permission to conduct the 5th Annual Street Rod Meet at
the Nitro City Park April 21st, 22nd, and 23rd, 1978.
Mr. Fortune pointed out that they wanted to maintain
control over all matters dealing with the show and any
concessions.
Mr. Fortune said they were preparing for 500
cars this year, and with the bad weather last year they
had 250 cars, and estimated last year there were 4,000
people at the meet. Mayor Gibson suggested that they
work very closely with the Recreation Director and the
Recreation Committee if necessary.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (Copies of the correspondence will be
kept in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated
December 29,1977, with attachments from
Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
pertaining to 1978 Street Improvements Program.
Mayor Gibson said that he had discussed this
with Mr. Hayne, and any additional streets
council might want;considered they would be glad to
prepare the necessary information as requested.

2.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter from
Robert Y. Hayne dated December 30, 1977, with
attachments:

I

I

(1)

Letter from Department of Health dated
December 21, 1977, and

(2)

Exhibit A - Schedule of Rates and Charges
in reference to the Class III Landfill, and
their proposal to perform the necessary
Engineering Services for a fee to be
determined on the basis of the actual time
and costs incurred in accordance with
Exhibit A - dated January, 1976.

Mayor Gibson said that he had discussed
this with the city attorney, and Mr. Cottrill
felt he should sign the letter proposal indicating
his acceptance, but he had not done so yet, and he
would concur with council's decision.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that
Mayor Gibson sign the letter proposal. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I

Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated January 3,
1978 from Mr. Sam Pickard, Regional Vice President,
Monsanto Company, 1101 17th Street, N. W.,
Washington, D. C.
20038, who visited City Hall
when Senator Randolph was here, December 30, 1977.
4.

Mayor Gibasn received a letter dated January 4,
1978 from Philip M. Goldstein, D.D.S., Dental
Clinic Director, Kanawha County Dental Health
Council, Inc. requesting a contribution of $2,000.00.
This request was referred to the Business and
Civic Betterment Committee, and the Consumer
Protection Committee.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated he would
invite Mr. Leo Moses to come to the next council
meeting, February 7, 1978 to speak on this request.

5.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 5, 1978
from Ray N. Joens, Governor's Office of Economic and
Community Development informing him that the
Governor's Committee on Crime, Delinquency and
Correction had approved his request for a teletype
terminal.
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Mayor Gibson stated that this is funded
100 per cent through the governor's office. The
City of Nitro will pay for supplies and personnel.
The contract will have to be renegotiated each year,
and they will train our personnel to operate the
teletype machine.
Chief Bradley stressed the value of the teletype
terminal in which the information needed was quickly
received. He said it could be a life saver to a
policeman very easily by providing facts in advance of
becoming involved with a subject.
6.

The City of Nitro received a letter dated January 12,
1978 from Orders and Haynes Paving Co., Inc. in
reference to prices for 1978, effective January 15,
1978 which areas follows:

I
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Hot Laid Asphaltic Concrete Base Course
Hot Laid Asphaltic Concrete Wearing Course
All Stone
Sand

I

$17.00/ton
17.00/ton
7.25/ton
5.25/ton

Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman
reports.
COUNCILMAN MTTT.RR• Councilman Miller had no reports
but he wanted to know about his request of an ordinance to
prohibit beer and intoxicating beverages in the city parks,
which had been referred to the Ordinance Committee.
Mayor Gibson stated that there was an ordinance to
this effect, but signs will be erected in the city parks and
recreational areas prohibiting beer and intoxicating beverages.
Mayor Gibson stated that council and the city
attorney had received a copy of the ordinance St. Albans had
recently passed, on prohibiting the preparation, distribution
or exhibition of obscene matter to minors.

I

Mayor Gibson said that the City of Nitro has a
brief ordinance already along these lines, but it doesn't
go into detail like the St. Albans ordinance does, and that
as far as he knows the city attorney intends to tie this one
in with the ordinance Nitro has. Mayor Gibson said the
city attorney said the present ordinance Nitro has isn't
worth the paper it is written on, that it doesn't define
anything.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart said that
he didn't want to defend pornography, but the ordinance
St. Albans has, shut the door completely.
Councilman Hughart requested a flashing light be
put on the truck that spreads salt on the street for the
purpose of public relations and for the purpose of safety.
' Mayor Gibson appointed Councilman Hughart as a
committee of one with the assistance of the mechanic for
the city, Mr. Brown, to get a light and have it installed.
Mr. Cottrill said the light must be amber in color.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated the Street Committee will have to get together
on the Street Improvements Program, and requested Council go
over the list and add streets they want considered. He said
they should be mailed in to Eve Frazier, the Mayor's secretary,
at City Hall as soon as possible, that they wanted to get the
cost factor, and that the Finance Committee will meet
February 28, 1978 to study the budget for fiscal year 19781979 which will be submitted by the various departments.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that there
was a considerable amount to be paid for ambulance service
in the future that had not been anticipated, that will have
to be considered in the next budget.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen quoted the
Governor:
I've often said that being Mayor of a small
community is one of the most difficult jobs
in America. That is where the demands for
services are the greatest and where the
financial sources for providing these services are the least.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that they
selected a man here in Dr. Cassell who is very knowledgeable, who can do the job, and Dr. Cassell with the
assistance of Council will get some financial aid.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson said that we received
funding from the Governor's Office on the new breathalyzer,
that the policemen had been trained to operate it, and that
it was in service.
Mayor Gibson mentioned the teletype terminal
which he had explained previously, and briefly highlighted
a letter he had received from the Governors Office of
Economic and Community Development in response to a letter
from him requesting a Jaws of Life for the City of Nitro.
He said he felt Nitro's chances were good that they would
get funding for the "Jaws of Life". He further said that
the agency had sent a man to interview Captain Hedrick of
the Fire Department regarding the city's need for this
equipment.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that Nitro Police Department
and Nitro Fiie Department had responded to a request earlier
in the day to assist at the Poca Super Market where the
roof had caved in, and a police cruiser had escorted a
truck taking material from Southern Supply to the scene.
MR. LAYTON COTTRILL, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Cottrill
commended the two policemen from Nitro who actively assisted
in the movement of traffic, and assisted in keeping people
away from the scene at the Poca Super Market. He stated
they were very helpful and quite a credit to the City of
Nitro.

I
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I

Mr. Cottrill stated that Council requested that he
research the Public Service Statutes Rules and Regulations
in regard to vehicles,common carriers that are engaged in
transportation of passengers in regard to the Nitro Taxi
service. He said that Regulations 3.04 of those rules and
regulations provide that any violation of Chapter 17, 17A,
17B, 17C, or 17D is sufficient to suspend their ratification
of license with that encompassing the entire motor vehicle
statutes including licensing provisions and registration
provisions.
Mr. Cottrill said that another provision that
might potentially apply to this area that council is concerned about is regulation 5.07 which provides the responsibility for servicing and maintaining the vehicle and is on
the holder's certificate of authorizing operation that is
likewise failure to comply is subject to suspension of
ratification.
He said there are two ways you may go about it:

I

1.

you may proceed under Rule 6A informally by lodging a complaint with the Public Service Commission
upon which they will conduct an investigation and
try to conciliate the matter, or

2.

you can proceed formally under formal petition
under Rule 6B in which you file a petition alleging
certain violations. The defendant has an opportunity
to answer at a formal hearing.

Mr. Cottrill stated this is up to council's discretion.
Mr. Cottrill stated that council requested whether or not
council need approve a zoning variance for a mini mall. He said
that under Section 1602 subsection D, page 24,of the Nitro zoning regulations it appears that council had delegated all
authority in that regard to the Zoning Board of Appeals and the
Zoning Board, and as a result only upon an appeal would you
potentially be requested to vote upon it. He said, I see no
problem.
Mr. Cottrill said that the travel expense guidelines
as they pertain to official city business could be brought
into conformity to those used by the State of West Virginia.
Mr. Cottrill requested council's pleasure as to the method by
which approval is obtained.

I

Councilman Bailey said he thought it ought to be a polling of council rather than a constituted meeting because time
might be an element in various situations.
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Councilman Dr. Cassell said:
I greatly appreciate the confidence
and generous statements made by
Councilman Bailey, I have worked
in this capacity on several occasions,
and if Council wants me to use my own
discretion and go to meetings I'm going to have to find out who these
people are, where they are and it's
going to take a lot of time and"trouble.

I

I am not going to be placed at the
discretion of some individual that
wants to not worry about what I'm go
ing to accomplish but what I'm going
to put on my expense account. I'm
not going to be subjected to that.
Mayor Gibson said, "I don't blame you one bit,
Dr. Cassell."
Councilman Dr. Cassell further stated:
If I'm not an honorable individual
then let's forget the whole thing.
If your only concern is what I'm
going to put on my expense account
just forget it.

I

I would prefer to have the prior
approval of the Mayor in the evant of
a trip to Washington, and Dr. Allen
can tell you, these trips to
Washington may come at 10:00 this evening, I may be calling the airport for
a reservation the next morning and
in order for us to get the information
we need and make the contacts we need
it may have to be done in that manner.
I'm not going to Washington and then
worry about whether you're going to
pass on my expense account after I
get back, not with some of the concerns you have expressed here.
Councilman at Large Karnes said, my only concern was that it would be like handing you my credit
card, I'm not trying to say you're going to mistreat it
in anyway.

1
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I

He said he thought it would be fine for the Mayor's
office to approve a trip to Washington, and that it
would be ridiculous to expect for Dr. Cassell to be
policed as far as postage and phone calls, and said:
I think, in fact, all the city officials
are governed as to how much money they
can spend without authorization and this
would not limit you, and I think it
should fall under some kind of guidelines
along those lines.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that he was in
complete agreement with Councilman at Large Karnes
that some prior approval and the like was in order.
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, requested council's
proposals. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated, with
prior approval of the Mayor should be sufficient. Most
of the councilmen concurred with Dr. Allen's proposal as
Councilman Dr. Cassell had previously stated, that he
wished prior approval of the Mayor before making a trip.

I

Councilman Miller stated that he didn't think
it was intended for anyone to try to limit Dr. Cassell,
but someone may have to fill his job at a later date.
Mayor Gibson said that we're going to have another
council meeting in two weeks, (February 7, 1978) and
every two weeks thereafter and we can appoint someone
else or we can drop this appointment during any future
council meetings.
Councilman Miller said that any company
operates under guidelines for expense accounts, and he
thought it was foolish to assume we can operate without
guidelines.
Mr. Cottrill, the City Attorney, stated he
would provide council with some guidelines later.

I

Mr. Cottrill said that he had not reviewed the
ordinance in regard to obscenity, and cautioned that with
an obscenity ordinance it is a restriction of the First
Amendment, and if not written properly can cause trouble
with civil rights actions. He said he was not satisfied
i/ith the St. Albans ordinance, and was absolutely not
satisfied with the ordinance Nitro had.
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Mayor Gibson suggested that Mr. Cottrill take the
ordinance Nitro presently has, the one St. Albans has, and
any other ordinances which he may want to scrutinize on
obscenity, review them and come up with an ordinance on
obscenity that he can recommend.

I

Mr. Cottrill said that an ordinance of this
nature, the concern is that when it is enforced it does not
subject you to liability under 1983 Civil Rights Action.
where damages can be sought against the city for the denial
of free speech in the Federal Court.
Mr. Cottrill said he would attempt to come up
with the proper ordinance.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said that he
had a call on the Old County Road, where the cruiser had
gotten stuck up. Mayor Gibson said that this had been taken
care of Monday, January 16th. Councilman Bailey complimented
Mr. Gene William on the work done on Owens Street, Spring Street,
and Kanawha Avenue, South.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE^KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes had no reports, but said the only thing I want to
defend a little bit. I think this is just another side of
Dr. Cassell's dedication, this is quite a task, with no salary,
and I think he can depend on any of our support, I know he can
mine, and addressed Dr. Cassell:

I

If it were you who would always be there,
I believe I would go ahead and give you
my credit card.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 7, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on February 7, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman
Gus Bailey. City Attorney Layton Cottrill and Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by
Councilman Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - JANUARY 17, 1978 COUNCIL
MEETING: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received
a copy of the minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that the minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1977 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Me 11on, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated that council had received a copy of the
December 1977 Financial Statement in the mail, and Mr. Melton
made a motion the December 1977 Financial Statement be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.
DECISION TO BE MADE REGARDING A LETTER DATED
JANUARY 4. 1978 FROM DR. PHILIP M. GOLDSTEIN, D.D.S.,
KANAWHA COUNTY DENTAL HEALTH COUNCIL, INC. REQUESTING
CONTRIBUTION OF $2,000.00 (MR. LEO MOSES, REPRESENTATIVE):
Mr.John Buffington,Treasurer of the Kanawha County Dental
Health Council-, introduced the following people who are
interested and work in the clinics:
George Moses, Vice President of the Kanawha County
Dental Health Council,

I

Peggy Miller, President of the Kanawha County PTA Council,
Jerry Bondurant, full-time dentist,
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Bess Stahl, dental assistant, works at the Nitro clinic,
Ardith Rohmiller, Principal of the Nitro Elementary
Grade School where the Nitro clinic is
located,

I

Dr. Phil Goldstein, Director of clinics, and
Dr. Leo Moses, Member of the Board, and head of the
committee on clinics.
Dr. Leo Moses stated that the Kanawha County
Dental Health Council is a community organization through
out the county which in its inception (1955) was formed for
the basic purpose of the teaching and treatment of preventive
dentistry for all indigent children in Kanawha County.
Dr. Moses said that the council was formed after they had run
a survey which showed that there were over 12,000 children in
Kanawha County receiving no dental treatment.
Dr. Moses said they wanted to go further and they
formed the Kanawha County Dental Health Council, Inc. which
is the PTA's, the Kanawha County Board of Education, the
municipalities, the Kanawha County Commission, the Kanawha
Valley Dental Society, the civic organizations, and many
individuals who wanted to be a part of this program.
Dr. Moses stated that 5,000 to 6,000 students are
now being treated a year and that now they know that they
can treat preschoolers through the elderly indigent in the
clinics without any problem. He said they have the eight
clinics, they have the equipment, they have the supplies,
and they have the know-how; they need just one thing,
"dollar bills."

I

He said, "Now, we want to come back and say we've
got to be able to set a line item in every community and
this be the minimum they can contribute to us, that we can
have a budget in which we can say next year we know we have
this amount of money to work with."
Dr. Mosesi said that last year at the Nitro Clinic
they had done an estimated $3,400.00 worth of treatment.
"What did Nitro return to us? I'm not being critical, this
has to be a cooperative type .of thing, we've got to do it
together," he said.
Dr. Goldstein showed slides with a slide projector
of actual cases they have done at the dental clinics.

I
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Mayor Gibson introduced members of the Nitro
City Council to the guests. Mayor Gibson stated that in
the very near future the Finance Committee would start
having meetings to organize the City of Nitro's upcoming
fiscal year budget (July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979).
The Mayor further stated that an estimated amount of
approximately $20,000.00 was going to have to be allocated
for emergency ambulance service which would be a new line
item to our budget.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer the request of $2,000.00 from the Kanawha County
Dental Health Council, Inc. to the Finance Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION AMENDING THE BOND ORDINANCE, NUMBERED 182
AND PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO ON SEPTEMBER 16,
1975, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "CITY," TO INCREASE THE
AMOUNT OF INSTALLMENT PAYMENT, TO ESTABLISH THE AGGREGATE
AMOUNT IN THE REPLACEMENT FUND AND TO DELETE SECTION 5.01:

I

I
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CITY OF NITROf WEST VIRGINIA
$149,000 Sewerage System
Revenue Bond

I

Series 1975

MINUTES ON AMENDMENT
OF BOND ORDINANCE

.

The Council of The City of Nitro met in regular session

in Council Chambers at Nitro, in Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West
Virginia, at

8;00

_P-m. on Tuesday. V • the

0?th day of February;,

1978.
PRESENT:

ABSENT-

* * *

Councilman at Large Donald Karnes
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell
Councilman Romie Hughart
Councilman Dean Miller
Councilman Gus Bailey
William D. Gibson, Mayor •
Tom Melton, Recorder

I

Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen

* * *

* * *

•

The Mayor announced that a quorum of members was present.

Thereupon, the Mayor presented a proposed Resolution in writing
entitled:

I
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RESOLUTION AMENDING THE BOND ORDINANCE,
NUMBERED 182 AND PASSED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO ON SEPTEMBER 16,
1975, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "CITY,"
TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF INSTALLMENT
PAYMENT, TO ESTABLISH THE AGGREGATE
AMOUNT IN THE REPLACEMENT FUND AND TO
DELETE SECTION 5.01
and caused the same to be read, and there was discussion.
Councilman at Large
Councilman
upon, on motion of
Karnes
, seconded by
Bailey

There,

it was unanimously ordered that the said Resolution be adopted and
be in full force and effect on and from the date hereof.
* * *

I

* * *

* * *

a ted, February' 07 / 1978

Recorder
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Resolution Numbered

Introduced by w-nn an , n g-i.bgon, Mayor
Adopted by Council February 7, 1978

I

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE BOND ORDINANCE,
NUMBERED 182 AND PASSED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO ON SEPTEMBER 16,
1975, TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "CITY,".
TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF INSTALLMENT
PAYMENT, TO ESTABLISH THE AGGREGATE
AMOUNT IN THE REPLACEMENT FUND AND TO
DELETE SECTION 5.01
WHEREAS, this Council of the City of Nitro, Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia, by Bond Ordinance numbered 182 and
heretofore duly passed by said Council on the 16th day of September,
1975, authorized, among other things, the issuance of a single,
fully registered Sewerage System Revenue Bond, Series 1975, in the
aggregate principal amount of $149,000;

I

WHEREAS, "City" was defined in section 1.04 of said
Bond Ordinance as "the City of Nitro, in Kanawha County, West
Virginia";
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is situate in both Kanawha and
Putnam Counties, West Virginia;
WHEREAS, the sum of $730, derived from application of an
amortization factor of .00490, was set forth in the "bond form on
line 20, page 7, of said Bond Ordinance as the amount of monthly
installment of principal and interest to be paid after the first 24
months after the date of the Bond;

I
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WHEREAS, due to a change in the applicable amortization

I

factor from .00490 to .00491 since the Farmers Home Administration
letter of conditions in July 1975, said sum of $730 no longer
represents correctly the amount of monthly installment of principal
and interest to be paid after the first 24 months after the date of
the Bond;
WHEREAS, section 3.02(B)(4) of said Bond Ordinance
established a Replacement Fund as one of the required dispositions
of the Revenue Fund but did not provide for the aggregate amount
that must be maintained therein;
WHEREAS, the sum of $5,000 represents an adequate and

I

satisfactory amount to be maintained in said Replacement Fund;
WHEREAS, section 5.01 of said Bond Ordinance required
the City of Nitro to execute and file Financing Statements in
accordance with the Uniform Commercial Code of West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro was excluded by amendment
to the Uniform Commercial Code of West Virginia from the execution
and filing of said Financing Statements;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED:
That the Bond Ordinance, numbered 182 and duly passed
by the Council of the City of Nitro on the 16th day of September,
1975, be hereby amended as follows:

I

(A) The word "County" shall be deleted from the
definition of "City" in section 1.04, line 25, page 3, of said

204Bond

Ordinance, and the phrase "and Putnam Counties" shall be

inserted therein in its stead;

.

(B) The figure $730- shall be deleted from'the bond

I

form, line 20, page 7, of said Bond Ordinance, and the figure $732
shall be inserted therein in its stead;
(C) The figure $5,000 shall be inserted in section
3.02(B)(4), after the dollar sign ($) on line 47, page 12, of said
Bond Ordinance; and
(D) The title and paragraph following the phrase
"Section 5.01" shall be deleted from lines 3-9, page 21, of said
Bond Ordinance, and the word "RESERVED" shall be inserted therein
in their stead.

I

Resolution adopted:
February 7, 1978

RECORDER
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Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Earl Marion, President
of the Nitro Businessmen . and Professional Association, and
President of the Lions Club. Mr. Marion thanked Mayor Gibson
and Mr. Gene Williams, Director of Public Works, for the job
they had done during the heavy snow season, under extreme
hardships they have had this winter. Mr. Williams stated
that they couldn't satisfy everone, but they did try. He
also said that they had a snow plow ordered.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)

I

1.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 18,
1978 from The Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV
informing him that his proposal to acquire a speed
detection unit for the City of Nitro has been
approved in the amount of $1,250.00 in federal
matching funds made available through the Governor's
Criminal Justice and Highway Safety Division.

2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 23, 1978
from Jim Amburgey thanking the city and its workers
for the extra effort during the recent snow storm.

3.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 24, 1978
from Mary Elizabeth Wampler thanking the Police
Department who together with St. Albans Police delivered
a prescription to her during the recent bad weather.

4.

Mayor Gibson received a letter from John Bowyer,
114 Fairview Drive, Nitro in regard to the snow
piled on the streets in Brookhaven, and the fact
that the garbage truck did not go to Brookhaven
January 23, 1978.

5.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated January 25,
1978 from Chief Bradley, Nitro Police Department
expressing the extreme need of employing another
dispatcher, and that he felt that CETA could sponsor
a dispatcher for the Nitro Police Department.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.

I

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to
Mr. Curtis Hardman, Director
Kanawha County Manpower Program, requesting
two CETA workers as dispatchers!
6
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2.

6.

Mayor William D. Gibson received a letter from
Mr. Curtis Hardman, Director of Kanawha County
Manpower Office informing him that the
Kanawha County Commission has recommended one
position as a dispatcher for the Nitro Police
Department.
Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 25,
1978 from Marjorie Sales, Nitro Community
Education requesting the City's financial support
for Nitro Community Education, with attachments.
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Councilman Bailey made a motion to refer the
request for financial support for the Nitro
Community Education to the Finance Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
7.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 26,
1978 from the Honorable Harry L. Newell, House of
Delegates of the West Virginia Legislature. Enclosed
was a copy of House Bill No. 1319 allowing municipalities
to charge a two percent tax on retail sales which was
introduced January 26, 1978, and referred to the
Committee on Political Subdivisions.

8.

Mr. James Jefferies, 1119 W. llth Street, Nitro,
received a letter from Robert E. Sparks, Secretary
Fraternal Order of Police, St. Albans, Lodge
No. 88 requesting that Mr. Jefferies resign.

I

ATTACHMENT:
A letter of resignation from James Jefferies dated
January 27, 1978 from the Police Civil Service
Commission for the City of Nitro.
9.

Mayor Gibson sent mailgrams to the following:
President
Honorable
Honorable
Honorable
Honorable
West

Carter, White House,
Robert C. Byrd, United States Senate,
Jennings Randolph, United States Senate,
John Slack, House of Representatives, and
John D. Rockefeller, IV, Governor of
Virginia

at the request of the plant manager of Avtex Fibers, Inc.
in reference to the Lenzing Case.
ATTACHMENTS:
replies from the above mailgrams to Mayor Gibson.

I
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10.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 26,
1978 from Mayor Roy W. Alford, Jr. of the City
of Poca thanking Mayor Gibson and the Nitro
Police Department for their assistance when the
Poca Supermarket roof collapsed.

11.

Mayor Gibson and Chief Leo Bradley received a
letter January 27, 1978 from Ivan W. Neeley, Jr.
resigning as dispatcher of the Nitro Police
Department to become a patrolman at the
Charleston Police Department.

12.

Mayor Gibson received a letter January 27, 1978
from James Allen Coins resigning as patrolman of
the Nitro Police Department to accept a position
with Union Carbide in South Charleston.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman
reports.
TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: no reports, and he said that
he sympathized with Eve Frazier, the Mayor's secretary, that
he had received many phone calls in the last two weeks, none
complimentary and in most cases gave the telephone calls to
Eve.
Councilman Miller said that an irate citizen on
Park Avenue had been called out to work, and when he returned
someone had parked in his parking place. Councilman Miller
said he could park on the sidewalk or in the middle of the
street, and the man parked on the sidewalk, and received a
parking ticket. Councilman Miller said that under these
conditions he felt the police should not issue citations.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart said that
the light had been installed on the truck which spreads salt.
Mayor Gibson thanked Councilman Hughart for his suggestion
on having the light installed.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Cassell stated
that last Friday, February 3,T978 he, the Mayor, and
Chief Bradley had met at Lum's Restaurant with Mr. Doug Freeman,
who is with Facilities Development Department in the Governor's
Office, in regard to looking for funds.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell said that they found Mr. Freeman
to be very knowledgeable and very helpful, and that Mr. Freeman
made some pointed recommendations, that he would like to bring
them in to council soon.
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Councilman Dr. Cassell said that in order fro. go
about this systematically Mr. Freeman recommended a
Planning Commission or Planning Committee which would bring
into focus:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

I

Representatives of citizenry from each ward
The business community
The industry
Very likely the youth division, and
The education.

He said that if we get some real thinking together
and start out with:
1.
2.
3.

short range goals
intermediate goals, and
long range goals,

and tie these to things that will lend themselves to funding,
such as housing for the elderly, and the storm sewers, and to
show where this fits into the long range goals of the city.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that all members
of council meet in the Council Chambers Tuesday 14th at
7:30 p.m. in executive session'os that they can have input
to laying the groundwork and organizing guidelines for the
Planning Committee and to decide what areas of the City can
be best represented on the Planning Committee. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Hughart and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.

I

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated that
if the ice had melted sufficiently that help was needed to
clear the street in front of the Valley Cash Feed Store at
1511 Main Street, and in front of Snyder's Potato Chip Warehouse at 112 Blackwood Avenue.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington requested that a 3x4 or 3x5 sign be put on
the door of the Nitro Library posting the hours that the
library is open.
Mayor Gibson asked that Eve Frazier, his secretary
attend to this. Eve said that she had talked to Mrs. Paxton
about this and that she thought that this had been taken care of.
Mayor Gibson stated that signs, NO BEER OR ALCHOLIC
BEVERAGES PERMITTED, had been ordered and would be erected at
the parks and recreational areas.
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I

Mayor Gibson said that Chief Bradley had permission
to order signs, NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT IS ON CB CHANNEL 9,
to be erected at the various entrances to Nitro.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes said that he appreciated Dr.Cassell's report.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pgnnington, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 21, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on February 21, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Dean Miller was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 7, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review.
Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton"City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
stated that council had received a copy of the January 1978
Financial Statement in the mail, and Mr. Melton made a motion
the January 1978 Financial Statement be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion
passed unanimously.

I

STATUS REPORT ON AN APPROXIMATE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE
NECESSARY FOR FUNDING OF EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR THE
CITY OF NITRO (FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1978 to JULY 1, 19T9)
PROVIDING MANPOWER EMPLOYEES CAN BE UTILIZED: Councilman
Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance Service Committee,
stated that he didn't have a full detailed report because he
had just received the information a little while ago.
Councilman Bailey said that basically this is a proposed
budget, there are two offers which are as follows, 6 ambulances
and 9 ambulances that are being proposed to the Kanawha
County Commissioners by the Kanawha County Emergence Ambulance
Authority for consideration and hopefully for acceptance to
provide sufficient funds from various sources to have an
ambulance service throughout Kanawha County.
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Councilman Bailey stated that for Nitro to have
an ambulance stationed here Nitro must provide a facility
in which to house the ambulance, provide quarters for
personnel, insurance, uniforms, etc. He said the cost is
based on population, and Nitre's cost would be approximately
18% of half of the proposed budget. Councilman Bailey stated
that the City of Nitro would have to provide $,50,000 ( A ball
park figure) in order to have this service within the confines
of the city itself, and that this is a "ball park figure"
because the budget has not yet been approved by the Kanawha
County Court.

I

Councilman Bailey requested this matter be kept in
the hands of the Finance Committee for further study and
consideration.
NITRO PATROLMAN MR. DAVID DEAN REQUESTED THAT
RICHARD INGRAM, A ST. ALBANS POLICEMAN REPRESENTING FRATERNAL
ORDER OF POLICE, ST. ALBANS LODGE #88, BE ALLOWED TO ADDRESS
COUNCIL REGARDING A PAY RAISE FOR THE NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Mr.Richard Ingram,a St.Albans Policeman and an officer of
St. Albans Lodge Number 88 which Nitro is a part of listed
the qualifications and attributes of policemen.
Mr. Ingram stated that you want to attract people
and keep people, and that he didn't know till a while ago
what a large turn over you have here. He said that it took
2 to 5 years to train a police officer, and that Nitro has
7 or 9 officers with less than 5 years experience, and that
is a lot of inexperience.

I

Mr. Ingram said that they didn't expect to be paid
a lot of money, that they realize that they are civil servants
and that private enterprise is more profitable, but that you
have to make it somewhat competitive.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer the proposed salary increases, and benefits for the
Nitro Police Department to the Finance Committee.
The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes.
Mr. Melton, City Recorder, asked if this was a
proposed budget from FOP Number 88.
Mr. Ingram said no,
this is from the whole Nitro Police Department.
Mr. Melton asked Mr. Ingram, "Did the FOP Lodge
Number 88 or any of your members go to City Council over to
St. Albans with your plea for more money?" Mr. Ingram said
he headed a group, and they did not address council themselves, that they did it differently and went committee by
committee.

I
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I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen wanted to know how
much communication Mr. Ingram had with the Nitro Chief of
Police. Mr. Ingram said that he had just met the Chief of
Police today, that he was chosen as a representative of the
Lodge. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked, "Has any member
of our Police Department had any communication with him?"
Mr. Dean stated that he had given Chief Bradley a copy of the
proposed salary increases and benefits and that he had
requested that Chief Bradley put this in the budget.
Mayor Gibson stated that there was a motion on the
floor and that it had been duly seconded and called for a
vote on the motion made previously by Councilman at Large
Pennington to refer the proposed salary increases and benefits
for the Nitro Police Department to the Finance Committee. The
motion was previously seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes.
The motion as presented passed by a unanimous vote.

I

REQUEST FOR A NEW BALL FIELD FOR NITRO LITTLE LEAGUE:
CounciIman at Large Pennington, Chairman of the Recreation
Committee, requested that Mr. Eastwood, Recreation Director,
inform council on the request for a new ball field for
Nitro Little League. Mr. Eastwood stated that last summer
Mr. Clyde Willard and he had marked off land on the backside
of the pool for a new ball field for Nitro Little League.
Mr. Eastwood said that it would take an estimated $1,500.00
to have a fence and a backstop installed.
Mr. Eastwood stated that the main problem is the
Men's soft ball field. Mr. Eastwood said that there were
teams from St. Albans, Dunbar, and other teams from outside
the city that are in the league, and they think this is a
problem as far as Nitro people not getting to use the field.
Mr. Eastwood said that the Recreation Committee,
Little League, and he would have to draw lines and meet
half way with each other, and said that something can be
worked out.
Mr. Gene Brightwell introduced Mrs. Betty Landers
and Mrs. Judy Raynes. Mr. Brightwell stated that we have
one of the best recreational facilities around, here in Nitro.
He said the problem last year is that they didn't have
enough field space for the amount of kids they had playing
over there. Mr. Brightwell said that there is talk about
getting lights on the big ball field, and that would really
help out.

I

Mr. Brightwell said they brought the girls in
4 years ago, and last year 300 children were involved in
Little League, and it's really growing, and they don't have fields
f°5 ££em-^He ?aid tha£ last year he had a big league team
practice
y had t0 play on Sund*y> and had no field to
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Mr. Brightwell said he knew the Nitro Soft Ball
League has been in existence for years and that he wanted
to go on record he is not against it, that he thinks it's
great for men to get out and have their exercise but if
there's anyway we can arrange to use our fields that would
benefit everybody, especially the kids from Nitro, I think
we should go in that direction. He stated, "I don't want
to have them take anything away from the Men's Soft Ball
League but right now we just don't have room to play."

I

Councilman at Large Pennington stated that what
Mr. Brightwell has reference to is:
We have a name team 'Nitro Soft Ball'
it is, in fact, St. Albans, Dunbar,
Hurricane, and everyone else but Nitro.
There are maybe two teams from Nitro,
and everyone else is playing there using
our field, taking up one of our Little
League or Big League's field.
If we can work this out so that these
people can have fields for our children
to play on I'm not opposed to this
continuing as it has been, but if,
in fact, we can't supply these people
with a field and are not using our
facilities for Nitro people then those
people are going to have to find a field
elsewhere.

I

Mrs. Judy Raynes said that she didn't want to see
the Men's Soft Ball League done away with either, but that
she felt something should be worked out where Little League
could use that field certain days or certain times in the
evening. She said that Little League had been here since
1954, and that last year they had 19 teams with an average
of 15 people on a team, and that this did not include T-Ball.
Mrs. Betty Landers stated that teams should practice
3 times a week and that last year her daughter's team had to
practice on the football field.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this problem to the Recreation Committee. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
Mr. Melton, City Recorder stated that the Senior
League, Little League, and Minor League fields are utilized
100 per cent.

I
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I

Councilman Hughart Stated he would like to attend
the meeting of the next Recreation Committee providing this
would be in order. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated
that he would be happy to have Councilman Hughart in attendance
and he would let him know when the meeting would be scheduled.
Mayor Gibson introduced Nitro Police Chief as the
next person to be recognized.
Chief Bradley stated that the new radar equipment
had arrived, and that as soon as the men are trained they
are going to use it. He said the men will be trained
Thursday night, February 23, 1978, and March 2, 1978, and
further he has an instructor coming to assist him in filling
out license for the Federal Communication Commission because
they operate on the radio frequency and this requires a license,
Chief Bradley displayed and explained the radar
equipment (HR-8, MR-9, and computer) to the governing body.

I

Mayor Gibson gave to council a packet including a
deed pertaining to the 6.177 acres with a building on it
adjacent to the Nitro City Park that the City of Nitro
had purchased from the West Virginia Water Company, and
requested that this be made a part of the supplement file to
the minutes.
The packet which Mr. Cottrill supplied the Mayor
with included:
1.
2.
3.

release dated December 7, 1977,
release dated November 29, 1977, and
deed dated November 30, 1977.

Union Boiler Company had purchased the land
adjacent to the property Nitro had purchased. Mr. Cottrill
stated that Mr. Andrews, Attorney at Law, representing Union
Boiler Company, Mr. Bill McDavid, and he agreed that it was
necessary for both parties to have easements across the
particular piece of property for the purpose of utilities.
Mr. Cottrill further stated that council should give the
Mayor authority to sign said agreement and that a 40 foot
easement was to also be granted and conveyed to the Union
Boiler Company for a roadway adjacent to the property owned
by Allied Chemical Corporation.

I

Councilman at
give Mayor Gibson power
dated January 4. 1978.
at Large Dr. Allen, and

Large Pennington made a motion to
to ratify the easement agreement
The motion was seconded by Councilman
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
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On the set of uniform travel regulations
Mr. Cottrill suggested Mayor Gibson, himself, and someone
of council's choosing meet and look over the travel guidelines prior to presentation to council.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
Mayor Gibson, Mr. Cottrill, Mr. Melton, and Councilman at
Large Karnes meet in reference to the travel regulations
prior to their presentation to council. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1.

Mr. Melton, City Recorder, received a letter dated
February 6, 1978, from John R. Melton, Director
Local Government, Relations Division, State Tax
Department of West Virginia, in reference to an
inquiry from Mr. Tom Melton if Federal Revenue
Sharing monies may be used to retire an existing
debt consisting of revenue bonds remaining outstanding from a 1965 issue for the purpose of
constructing the swimming pool.
Mr. Melton, City Recorder, stated that
Federal Revenue monies could not be used for this
purpose because it didn't meet one of the provisions
(Number 3) based on regulation of the Office of
Revenue Sharing, revised August 1976.

2.

Mayor Gibaan sent a mailgram dated February 7, 1978,to
Mr. William Sloan, Director of Motor Carrier Division,
West Virginia Public Service Commission, regarding
complaints from various citizens about the poor
operation of the Nitro Taxi Cab Company.

3.

Mr. Jack Eastwood, Recreation Director, received a
letter dated February 7, 1978, from Mrs. Sarah Price
requesting a confirmation for Sunday, May 14th or the
21st, 1978 on the shelter at Ridenour Park.

I

Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer this
request to the Recreation Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
4.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated February 7, 1978,
from William P. Specht, President of Herbert J. Thomas
Memorial Hospital in reference to the Mayor's willingness and that of the Nitro Police Department to help
transport their employees during the blizzard two
weeks ago.

I
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5.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated February 8, 1978,
from Betty Jo Carpenter, 104 Brookhaven Circle,
in reference to the condition of the streets on
Brookhaven Circle.

6.

Mayor Gibson had sent a letter dated February 9,
1978 to Mr. Charles Miller, Commissioner
West Virginia Department of Highways
in reference to State Route 25/1, and a slide on
the hillside above No. 2176 21st Street.

7.

Mayor Gibson received a letter from
J. Howard Henderson, Director
Employment & Training Division
Governor's Office of Economic and Community
Development, dated February 10, 1978
acknowledging receipt of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Policy Statement for the City of Nitro,
and stating that it was in compliance with established
guidelines.

8.

I

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated February 11, 1978
from Robert E. Sparks, Secretary of FOP Lodge #88
proposing Mr. John F. Altano, 705 7th Street, Nitro
be appointed as the FOP Lodge No. 88 representative
on the Nitro Police Department Civil Service
Commission replacing James Jefferies.

9.NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT BULLETIN DATED FEBRUARY 13, 1978
ATTACHMENT
Schedule for Dispatchers
10.

Mayor Gibson sent a mailgram to Mr. James P. Jefferies,
Nitro Taxi, 2021 Second Avenue, Nitro, requesting
Mr. Jefferies communicate with City Hall for a
discussion and informing him that he had discussed
certain problems involving the Nitro Taxi Cab service
with two representatives from West Virginia Public
Service Commission.
Mayor Gibson stated he had received no answer
from Mr. Jefferies.

11.

I

Mayor Gibson received a letter February 15, 1978,
from Peter D. Ehrenhaft, Deputy Assistant Secretary
and Special Counsel (Tariff Affairs) Department
Of The Treasury,, Washington, D.C. 20220, in
reply to,Mayor Gibson's mailgram to President Carter
concerning their recent decision with respect to
the alleged dumping of rayon staple fiber by the
Austrian Company Lenzing, and stating they hope to

or not to
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12.

Chief Bradley, Nitro Police Department, received a
letter dated February 15, 1978, from the Manager of
United Finance Company, thanking his staff and
particularly Officer Shelby Harrison for the efforts
put forth when the door to the finance company was
found open.

13.

NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT BULLETIN NO. 2, DATED
FEBRUARY 20, 1978 from Mr. Leo Bradley,
Nitro Police Chief

I

Mayor Gibson recommended that council appoint
Dr. Charles Byrd, 603 Kanawha Avenue, South, Nitro to
replace Mr. Borden Gewin on the Nitro Planning Commission.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to appoint
Dr. Charles Byrd to the Nitro Planning Commission. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
unanimously.
Councilman at Large Pennington abstained from
voting.
Mayor Gibson recommended that council appoint
Mr. Lloyd Hart, 206 Brookhaven Drive, Nitro to replace
Mr. Phillip Morrison on the Nitro Planning Commission.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to appoint
Mr. Lloyd Hart to the Nitro Planning Commission. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion
passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson recommended to council the reappointment
of Mr. F. Douglas Bess, 73 North 21st Street, Nitro to the
Nitro Sanitary Board.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to reappoint
Mr. F. Douglas Bess to the Nitro Sanitary Board. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recommended to council the reappointment
of Mr. Victor Wilford, 116 Brookhaven Circle, Nitro, to the
Nitro Sanitary Board.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to reappoint
Mr. Victor Wilford to the Nitro Sanitary Board.
The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson recommended to council the reappointment
of Ms. Constance Stephens, Secretary-Treasurer of the Nitro
Sanitary Board.

I
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I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
reappoint Ms. Constance Stephens as Secretary-Treasurer of
the Nitro Sanitary Board for the City of Nitro. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman
reports.
TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER: no reports.
COUNCILMAN HUCHART:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that Mayor Gibson, Mr. Olaf Walker,
and he had attended the meeting of the Regional Intergovernmental Council, Saturday 18, 1978, and that they
had an election of officers. He said Mayor Robb of
South Charleston was elected president and that he was
elected secretary.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the
Police Committee said:

I

I resent this type of remark from the
gentleman from St. Albans
(Having
reference to the;policeman from St.
Albans.) and the method by which the
proposed budget was submitted.
I 'm on the Finance Committee and
I'm Chairman of the Police Committee,
and this is the only time I've ever
seen anything like this.
I think it's wrong that we have to
have someone from outside of the City
Government to speak for people
on our Police Department.
Mr. Melton, City Recorder asked if he could interrupt.
Mr. Melton stated that when this policeman, Patrolman Dean,
came in the same day he had given Chief Bradley a copy of
last year's budget and asked for the base salaries. Then,
Patrolman Dean was told that he (Tom Melton) had given this
to the Police Chief and assumed' that Patrolman Dean was
working with the Police Chief on the budget.

I

Mr. Melton stated that Chief Bradley is currently
working on a budget he is going to turn in to the Finance
Committee and he feels that the Finance Committee and the
governing body should work through the Police Chief.
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he
was on the Police Committee, and he was asked about this,
and he advised those concerned to turn this in to the
Police Chief, and then the Finance Committee, and they
did not follow his suggestion.

I

Mr. Melton said this (salary increases and benefits
for the Nitro Police Department)would still go to the
Finance Committee.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson said that on Friday
morning, February 24, 1978, at 11:00 a.m. he had been asked
to have as many councilman present as possible, that they
needed a quorum for the closing of the $149,000 FHA loan
The Nitro Sanitary Board and the City of Nitro has been
working on for 3 to 4 years.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell
stated thatKRT had established new bus routing which expedites
trips into town, that instead of the one hour trip it now
takes thirty minutes.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

no reports.

I

Mayor Gibson said that a Certificate of Appreciation
had been presented to Chief Bradley, Nitro Police Department,
by the Lions Club.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Karnes and the motion passed uanimously.

RECORDER
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JOINT SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
NITRO CITY COUNCIL AND THE NITRO SANITARY BOARD
COUNTIES OF KANAWHA & PUTNAM
FEBRUARY 24, 1978
ATTENDING:

I

Mayor Win. D. Gibson; Councilman at Large,
Dr. Roy Allen; Councilman Dr.Gassell; Councilman
at Large Donald Karnes; City Recorder, Tom Melton.
Also present were members of the Nitro Sanitary
Board, Mr. Doug Bess and Vic Wilford; Secretary,
Connie Stephens; Attorney for the Nitro Sanitary
Board, Dennis R. Vaughan, Jr.; Sanitary Board
Accountant, Bob Cunningham; Engineer, Robert Y.
Hayne of Appalachian Engineers, Inc. Representatives of Farmers Home Administration, Mr. Bob Sergent
and Mr. Max Crumb. Representatives of Jackson, Kelly,
Holt & O'Farrell, Bond Council for the Nitro Sanitary'
Board; Mrs. Taunja Miller and Mrs. Mary Gall. Also
secretary for Dennis R. Vaughan, Jr., Linda Ireland.

Mayor Gibson called the Joint Special Session of
the Nitro City Council and the Nitro Sanitary Board to order,
stating that there was a quorum present and the meeting was open
for business. Mayor Gibson asked each of those persons present
to introduce themselves.
At this point Mayor Gibson stated that he would turn
the meeting over to the Nitro Sanitary Board Attorney, Mr. Vaughan.
Mr. Vaughan stated that he had been authorized by Mr. Donald
Karnes to introduce a resolution to council on his behalf.
Mr. Vaughan stated that this Resolution provides
as follows:

I

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE BOND ORDINANCE,
NUMBERER 182 AND PASSED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO ON SEPTEMBER 16,
1975, TO REVISE THE PAYMENT DATE, TO
DELETE THE WORDS "PRIOR TO" FROM §4.04
THEREOF: TO REVISE THE PARITY REQUIREMENTS AND TO REMOVE THE EXCLUSION OF THE
CONSTRUCTION FUND FROM THE FIDELITY BOND
REQUIREMENT.
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Mr. Vaughan stated that he would like to call for
a vote on this Resolution and ask that it be passed by Council,
Dr. Roy Allen, stated that he would so move; this
was seconded by Dr. Guy Cassell, with the full vote for
unanimous passage of the quorum present.

I

Mr. Vaughan stated that at this time he would like
Council to authorize that there be no further need to read
the text of this Resolution in its entirety.
It was so moved by Mr. Donald Karnes, seconded by
Dr. Roy Allen, and passed by unanimous vote of the quorum
present.
As there was no further business to be discussed at
this time, the motion was made by Dr. Guy Cassell that the
Joint Special Session of The Nitro City Council and The
Sanitary Board be adjourned, this motion was seconded by
Dr. Roy Allen, with unanimous vote of the quorum present.

I
RECORDER

SECRETARY, SANITARY BOARD

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 7, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on March 7, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Wilbur Turner, Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist
Church.

I

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 21, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved.- The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
STATUS REPORT ON AN APPROXIMATE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE
FOR FUNDING OF EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR THE CITY OF
NITRO (FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1978 to JULY 1, 1979) PROVIDING
MANPOWER EMPLOYEES CAN BE UTILIZED:Mr. Melton stated that
council had received a packet from Mayor Gibson which included
an article where Mayor Gibson (Nitro), Mayor Robb
(South Charleston), Mayor Randall ( St. Albans), and Mayor Leone
(Dunbar) asked the County Commission to put a $2.5 million
excess levy on the ballot in November to fund the Emergency
Ambulance Service.
Mr. Melton stated that the Kanawha County Emergency
Ambulance Authority suggest a cost of $3,960 per ambulance
for the City of Nitro for Emergency Ambulance Service per
month if the city has manpower personnel.

I

Mr. Melton stated that the Kanawha County Emergency
Ambulance Authority suggests a cost of $47,032 per ambulance
for the City of Nitro for Emergency Ambulance Service per year.
Mr. Melton stated that a minimum of $55,000 would be needed for
tfeScEun?n0?M££ofiFSt ^?ar' an4 that he feels that most of
ierviJe
h nkS °Ur Cltlzens deserve a full time ambulance
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Mr. Melton said that he .felt sure the $55,000 would have to
come from Revenue Sharing and that this had been discussed
by the Finance Committee.

I

Mayor Gibson said there would be a meeting Friday 10,
1978 at 10:00 a.m. at the Kanawha County Courthouse, and
invited council to attend the meeting.
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT, MEETING OF MARCH 2,
1978, 7:00 P.M7:Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,Chairman
of the Recreation Committee, said there was a possibility of
obtaining property in Ward IV for a small play ground, and
on 40th Street in Ward I. He said they would be getting lights
for the big field at Nitro City Park.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that (Mrs.)
Sarah Price, President of Omega Chapter, Beta Sigma Phi Sorority,
5407 Ohio Street, South Charleston, WV 25309, will be given a
confirmation date on the reserving of the shelter located at
Ridenour Park.
He said Mr. Jack Eastwood was going to reschedule
Men's Soft Ball League games to 2 or 3 times a week in order
for the Little League to have use of the field.
The building of tennis courts on Main Avenue and
Park Avenue was discussed.
Councilman
summer people buying
receive the numbered
for the recreational

at Large Pennington said that this
passes to the Nitro Swimming Pool will
metal tags. He also expressed the need
vehicles to be marked.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1.

For an applicant for a job, list of lawful pre-employment inquiries and further stated that the city of Nitro
was in compliance therewith.

2.

The Honorable John Slack, House of Representatives,
Washington, B.C. 20515, had forwarded a letter to
Mayor Gibson written to Mr. Slack dated February 15,
1978 from Gene E. Godley, Assistant Secretary
(Legislative Affairs)
Department of The Treasury
Washington, D.C. 20220
in reference to the Treasury's decision to discontinue
its antidumping investigation involving Lenzing.

I
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I

3.

Chief of Police, Leo J. Bradly had written a letter
dated February 20, 1978 to Captain E. W. Hedrick
asking him to bring to the attention of his firemen
at his next meeting not to abuse the traffic laws
of the City of Nitro, mainly the speeding ordinances.

4.

The Nitro Fire Department received a letter dated
February 20, 1978 from Tyler Plaza, Inc. and Big
Star Supermarkets, Inc. expressing their appreciation
for the prompt and efficient manner the Fire Department
performed on Sunday evening February 19, 1978 in
connection with the fire loss to Big Star Supermarket
located at Tyler Plaza.

5.

HOUSING NEWSLETTER, VOL. II, NO.2, FEBRUARY 1978
from CHARLESTON REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND
DEVELOPMENT

6.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated February 24,
1978 from Earl F. Marion, Jr., President
Nitro Business & Professional Association
Post Office Box 453
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
thanking Mayor Gibson, Mr. Gene Williams and
employees of the various departments for the time
and effort put forth during the recent snow storm.

7.

Mayor Gibson received a letter from E. W. Hedrick,
Fire Chief, and Mr. Gene Williams, Director of
Public Works, requesting that 20th Street be made
a one-way street from Second Avenue to First Avenue.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to refer this request to the Street and Traffic
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Miller, and the motion passed.

8.

Mayor Gibson received a request from E. W. Hedrick,
Nitro Fire Department dated February 27, 1978
asking permission for the Street Department to
paint large yellow arrows in the middle of the streets
pointing to the location of fire hydrants.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer this
request to the Fire Department Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes
and the motion passed.

9.

I

Mayor Gibson received a request dated February 27,
1978 from Chief Hedrick, Nitro Fire Department,
asking for the additional space of the old city
maintenance garage when it becomes available.
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Councilman Miller made a motion to refer this
request to the Fire Department Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the
motion passed.
10.

I

Mayor Gibson read a letter addressed to him from
Chief E. W. Hedrick expressing the need for the
ninth man at the Fire Department.
Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman of
the Fire Department Committee stated he would
accept the request. Mayor Gibson suggested this
request be referred to the Fire Department and
the Finance Committee and that they both work
together. This was so approved.

11.

12.

13.

Mayor Gibson read a copy of a letter received
written by William E. Cunningham in reference to
a Partnership Grant Application which had been
submitted for approval in the amount of $175,000 for
paving 4 parking areas and access road in Ridenour Park, and installing
.storm sewers at Ivy St., Cedar St. Michigan Ave.,and Bailes Drive.

Mayor Gibson read a letter received dated March Z,
1978 regarding the application as mentioned above
from Daniel S. Green, Manager
Program Support Services, Governor's Office of
Economic and Community Development.
Mayor Gibson received a letter of thanks dated
February 28, 1978 from

I

Mr. Jack G. Knight
Plant Manager
Avtex Fibers, Inc.
in reference to mailgrams Mayor Gibson sent supporting
Avtex anti-dumping petition against Lenzing of Austria.
14.

Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter dated
March 1, 1978 to
Mr. Kenneth Shock
Little League Director
WV District No. 3 from
Mr. Thomas Black, President and
Mr. Alfred L. Shepard Commissioner
Office of the Kanawha County Commission
informing him his request of $55,000 for lighting
materials for 3 ballfields had been granted. (One
of the fields to be lighted is Nitro City Park Field.)

I
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15.

Mayor Gibson received a letter from
F. W. Wanner, Jr.
LTC, Corps of Engineers
Acting District Engineer
Department of the Army
in reference to the Nitro Park Project proposed in
the Winfield Navigation Pool Master Plan.

16.

The Mayor's Office received a letter dated March 2,
1978 from
John B. Rader
President, Kanawha County Unit
American Cancer Society
asking permission to enact its Income Development
Crusade from door to door and in the business
establishments within the City of Nitro, April 1
to May 15, 1978.

I

Councilman Bailey made a motion to refer this
request to the Business and Civic Betterment
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed.
17.

NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT BULLETIN NUMBER III,
FROM LEO J. BRADLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE

Mayor Gibson stated that there had been a request
that wasn't on the agenda, and asked Mr. Melton, City
Recorder to comment. Mr. Melton stated that Mr. Mark Bova
is present and would like to ask council for permission to
solicit in Nitro for the Unification Church.
Mr. Bova stated that they had been arrested before,
last year, for soliciting in Nitro without a permit, and
didn't see where they had to register with City Council.
Mr. Bova said that he had sent a letter to the
Mayor in January by registered mail. Mayor Gibson said
he had received no letter and inquired if Mr. Bova had a
receipt for the letter. Mr. Bova did not present a receipt.

I

Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, stated that under
Chapter 15, Section 3 of the NITRO CITY CODE BOOK soliciting
for charities or organizations, etc. requires an application
in writing to City Council and a statement of names, addresses,
and the purpose sought for solicitation.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
refer this request to the Business and Civic Betterment
Committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson recommended the appointment of
Janice Weibl, 203 Brookhaven Drive to the Planning Commission.
Councilman Hughart said that Ward I, Ward II, Ward III,
and Ward IV should be represented on the Planning Commission,
and was informed that there will be four subcommittees.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to appoint Janice
Weibl to the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, presented
council with (a) a lease agreement and (b) two sets of travel
regulations.
Mr. Cottrill said that he would like the Ordinance
Committee to work with him on an ordinance in reference to
license fee for contractors.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports.
TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER: Mr. Melton stated that
they have had a finance meeting, arid that more were scheduled.
He said he had received the final papers from Putnam and
Kanawha County for the budget.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Mr. Hughart suggested lights
at the 19th Street rail-road crossing.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

no reports.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Bryan Smithers
from St. Albans who is a candidate for State Senator for the 8th
Senatorial District.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington had given the Recreation Committee Report earlier
(No. 3 on the agenda). He asked that a card be sent to
Mrs. Mary Wears (1117 llth Street) on her 95th birthday.

I
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I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed unanimously,

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 21, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on March 21, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman
Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Wilbur Turner, Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist
Church.

I

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 24, 1978 JOINT SPECIAL
SESSION OF THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL AND THE NITRO SANITARY
BOARD:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
Minutes of the February 24, 1978 Joint Special Session
of the Nitro City Council and the Nitro Sanitary Board
be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 7 1978 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman has received
a copy of the February 21, 1978 Council Meeting Minutes in
the mail for their review. Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Tom Melton,City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, requested the February, 1978 Financial Statement
be tabled until next council meeting (April 4, 1978).
Mr. Melton stated that the proposed budget
(the general fund, revenue sharing fund, and the
coal severance fund) for Fiscal Year 1978-1979 was
prepared by the Finance Committee to present to council
for their approval.

I
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Mr. Melton said there were several things the
Finance Committee had proposed, two ordinances, one for
changing the city holidays for employees which would make
the holidays uniform for all city employees, and one for a
contractor's license to be purchased each year by each
contractor doing business in the corporate limits.

I

Mr. Melton said that $55,000 had been put aside
for emergency ambulance service in the budget, and that
funds had been provided for the hiring of the ninth fireman for the Fire Department. He stated that insurance for
the city employees will increase 20 to 30 per cent, and the
city will pay the insurance in total on each employee,
however, it will not pay for employee's dependants insurance.
Mr. Melton stated that the Finance Committee had
also taken into consideration that the city is going to
attempt to get federal monies (pot hole money) and that
will hopefully free other money in the revenue sharing fund.
He further stated that Mayor
with St. Albans, South Charleston, and
ambulance service, and that this could
may be dispersed to the city employees

Gibson had been working
Dunbar for the emergency
free some money which
in the form of pay raises..

Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he was
very much opposed to putting $55,000 aside for the purpose of
emergency ambulance service, denying employees raises or
compensation because of the $55,000. He stated he was not
taking anything away from the efforts you people have done.

I

Councilman Bailey, Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, stated that Nitro was going to
have to be a participant in it, until, by someway, or some
means, we can do otherwise.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion they
have a special session of council March 27, 1978 at 7:00 p.m.
to discuss and to vote on the Fiscal Year 1978 - 1979 Budget.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and
the motion passed by all voting in favor with the exception of
Councilman Miller. Councilman Miller stated that he voted
against having the special session because he could not be
present for the meeting as he would be out of town.
Councilman
Hughart stated that he could not vote on a budget that did not
give the city employees a raise in salary.
REQUEST FOR DOOR TO DOOR CRUSADE APRIL 1, 1978
THROUGH MAY 15, 1978 (AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY):Councilman at
Large Pennington^Chairman of the Civic Betterment Committee,
made a motion to grant the request of the American Cancer
Society. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and
the motion passed.

I
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SOLICITATION REQUEST FROM THE UNIFICATION_CHURCH;
CounciIman at Large Pennington, Chairman of the Civic
Betterment Committee, made a motion to keep this request
in committee until he had time to study the literature
on this. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Mrs. E. C. Colcord, Jr., Mrs. Violet Donahoe,
Mrs. Claude Williams, and Mrs. Gifford Sizemore were
present representing the Home Life Department of the
Nitro Womans Club.
Mrs. Colcord said they would like to help with
a city wide clean-up program such as posters and papers, or
to make the city wide clean-up program a special event.
Mrs. Colcord informed council that at 2110 21st
Street, at the apartment building which Mr. James W, Sovine
owns,the water run off from the hill brings down debris.
She, also mentioned other problems:

I

1.

trees on First Avenue need to be trimmed,

2.

high school students are speeding in vehicles
over the bump on 21st Street,

3.

the need for more trash cans,

4.

hidden corners where the view is blocked
a. Lock Street and First Avenue where the view
is blocked by a telephone pole,
b.

Betsy Ross Bakery at the corner of 35th Street
and First Avenue,

c.

llth Street wheie the weeds are grown up, and

5. the litter at the Nitro Womans Club, which is a
drop off place for newspapers.
The planting of a tree, and fixing up the flower
boxes at the Nitro Library ware discussed.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell, Chairman of the Library
Committee, stated they would welcome the opportunity to
work with them and he would like the Womans Club to be
highly represented on the Planning Committee, and asked
their help in establishing the time for the city wide
clean-up project.
Mayor Gibson and council expressed their sincere
gratitude to Mrs. Colcord, Jr., Mrs. Donahoe, Mrs Williams,
and Mrs. Sizemore.
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Mayor Gibson introduced Mr. Gerald R. Karnes
who lives at 1223 Park Avenue, Nitro. Mr. Gerald Karnes
informed council that he feared for the life and safety
of his children. On Sunday, March 19, 1978 a dog came
into his- yard and wrestled his 2 year old son to the
ground, and his wife and daughter were able to rescue him
with only scratches on his arm. He said that on Monday,
March 20, 1978 the same dog came into his yard, again
wrestled his son to the ground, and the dog bit his son
on the neck.

I

Mr. Gerald Karnes wanted to know what affirmative
action the city plans for minimizing such hazards for all
children. (Copy of Mr. Gerald R. Karnes statement is in
the supplement file to the minutes.)
Mayor Gibson stated that Mayor Leone, Mayor Randall,
and himself had met with Mr. Ken Pauley, director of the
Kanawha-Charleston Humane Association's animal shelter on
March 10, 1978 at which time the dog problems were discussed
at great length, and supplied council with a photo copy of
a summons used by the City of Charleston for violation
which would be signed by the humane officer. Mayor Gibson
said that council had been supplied with a copy of an ordinance
which the City of Charleston has in reference to this matter.
Mayor Gibson stated that the three Mayors were in
favor of all three cities adopting a uniform ordinance for
the three cities as this ordinance would much better serve
the needs.

I

Mr. Gerald Karnes stated he felt that the city is
taking affirmative action and that the problem is recognized.

Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder read the Resolution
requesting a speedy repair of the Nitro - St. Albans Bridge

The Resolution is as follows:

I
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R E S O L U T I O N

I

.REQUESTING A SPEEDY REPAIR OF-THE NITRO-ST. ALBANS BRIDGE
WHEREAS, the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge was constructed
in the year 1934 to foster and promote business, trade and
commerce; to stimulate growth, progress and prosperity, plus
speedy access between the two municipalities; to generate
cooperative activity for the benefit, welfare and economy
of the citizens, residents, homeowners and taxpayers of the
City of Nitro and St. Albans and their adjacent communities
•

and neighbors in Kanawha and Putnam Counties.

WHEREAS, the citizens and economic commerce, progress,

I

and prosperity is highly dependent in a large andsubstantial
measure upon the use of the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge for the
purpose of attending the church of their choice, banking,
shopping and transportation to and from their place of employment and numerous other reasons.
' WHEREAS, the State of West Virginia through the State
Department of Highways and its agents have deemed it necessary
to implement and provide necessary repairs which would result
in the closure of the said structure for public use for an
extensive period of time, more specifically for fifteen"(15)
months;, the events over the years, the bad winters, and the

I

shortage of gasoline dramatically points up the need for quickly
establishing the best and the fastest method to complete the
necessary repairs to the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge.-

"
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WHEREAS, virtually all of the assemblage of data

I

thus compiled indicates that the proposed closing of the
Nitro-St. Albans Bridge for a period of fifteen (15) months,
by the West Virginia Department of Highways will not serve
this city, the surrounding communities, its industrial and
commercial complex in a prudent manner, and will potentially
do irreparable harm.
•
"*

WHEREAS, the Nitro St. Albans Bridge provides such
expeditiously an important means of access between the two
communities and serves the good citizens of both Nitro and
St. Albans, the surrounding commercial and residential areas
which provides a sizeable portion of the taxes which finance

I

State Government and its agencies.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council
of the City of Nitro hereby goes on record that it would be
a prudent decision, fitting and proper that this governing
body express its concern for wanting this important roadway
of transportation repaired at an accelerated speed.
FURTHER, the Mayor and the City Council of the City
of Nitro urges Governor John D. Rockerfeller, IV, and Charles
Miller, West Virginia State Road Commissioner, to take all
necessary action to sufficiently provide the proper lighting
of the Nitro-St. Albans Bridge, so that workers can work three

I
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X3) eight hour shifts, thereby,, taking advantage of the good
weather during the upcoming months and hopefully complete the '.
necessary repairs in a fast and prudent manner for the benefit
of everyone served by this very important bridge.

CITY OF NITRO
CITY HALL
NTTRO
N11KU. WEST
wtoi VIRGINIA

slL _ ~
=
',, Q>
WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

;•; >"/
•V'.J:Y.V '

''

TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER..
' "

I
' ''"MAR6H 21, 1978

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
adopt the Resolution. "The rruption was seconded by
Councilman Bailey, arid the motion passed by a unanimous
vote.

I

'
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (Copies of the correspondence will be
kept in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

I

In response to a letter from Senator Byrd,
Mayor Gibson, Chairman of the Nitro Sanitary
Board, had written a letter dated March 7,
1978 to
The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States Senator
Washington, D. C. 20510
regarding Mr. and Mrs. Joe Thomas, 4123-41 st Street,
Nitro, West Virginia. Re: Mr. & Mrs. Joe Thomas
SSES, EPA Project:
C-540518

2.

Nitro Fire Department received a letter dated
March 7, 1978 from ADT Security Systems requesting
that their fire alarm services which will be installed
at NAPA, W. 19th Street, Nitro, be connected to the
ADT Headquarters located in the Nitro Fire Department.

3.

Mayor Gibson and the Fire Department Committee
received a letter dated March 17, 1978 from
Chief Hedrick, Nitro Fire Department, recommending
that the request of ADT Security Systems for their
fire alarm services for NAPA be connected to the ADT
Headquarters located in the Nitro Fire Department
be denied until their maintenance and service
is improved.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to deny the request of ADT Security Systems until
their maintenance and service is improved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and
the motion passed.
4.

Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter written
by Warren H. Means, P. E., Assistant Chief,
Municipal Grants Branch, Water Resources Division,
State of West Virginia, Department of Natural
Resources, dated March 9, 1978 to
Mr. Greene A. Jones, Director
Water Programs Division
Environmental Protection Agency
Region III
Philadelphia, PA 19106
stating that their office concurs with request for
a Sewer System Evaluation Survey and a State
Certification of Excessive Infiltration/Inflow for
the City of Nitro, and asking that the funding for
the SSES be made available from state funds.
Re: G549518, City of Nitro, Grant Amendment.

I
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I

5.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated March 13,
1978 from J. Kemp McLaughlin, Executive Director,
Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority with
a fiscal year 1979 budget document showing a
breakdown of expenses to cities of South Charleston,
St. Albans, Dunbar, and Nitro.

6.

There was also the Kanawha County Emergency
Ambulance Authority Interim Budget March 1, 1978
through June 30, 1978.

7.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated March 16,
1978 to Mr. J. G. Knight, Plant Manager of Avtex
Fibers, Inc. in reference to the mailgram concerning the Lenzing Corporation of Austria.

8.

Mayor Gibson and Robert Sergent, Building Inspector,
had written a letter dated March 16, 1978 to
Mr. Charley Damron, P. 0. Box 9186, Spring Hill
Station, 624 Chestnut Street, South Charleston,
in reference to Building Permits #136-77 and
136-77 as amended, and notifying him that the
work has not been completed in accordance with
the specifications and plans which had his signature
affixed thereto for the dwelling situated on
lots #2175 and #2176.

9.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to
Mr. Jacob Silver
Chief, Geography Division
Bureau of the Census
Washington, D. C. 20233
in reference to a certification of corporate
boundaries for Mr. Silver's assistance in
preparation for the 1980 Census of Population
and Housing.

10.

Mayor Gibson and Nitro City Council received a
letter dated March 21, 1978 from Chief Bradley,
Nitro Police Department requesting permission to
dispose of three shotguns which were ineffective
weapons.
?
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to
refer this request to the Police Committee. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.

I
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11.

Mayor Gibson and Nitro City Council received a
letter from Mr. Gene Williams, Director of
Public Works, requesting some changes necessary
in their monthly trash pick up.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to refer this request to the Finance Committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson asked for the commitee chairman

reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN PR CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell
stated there were nine families who live within the city
limits off 40th Street (Smith Addition), however, the
street has not been dedicated to the city, and is not
city maintained.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to permit
Mr. Gene Williams in case it becomes an emergency to help
these people in scraping the mud off the street should he
deem it necessary. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed. Councilman
Hughart and Councilman Miller opposed.

I

Councilman Miller questioned using city equipment
on private property. Councilman Dr. Cassell stated the street
would not be city maintained, but the city could take action
in event of an emergency to keep the street open for a fire
truck and the like.
Councilman Hughart stated that there were dirt
streets off Penwood Avenue which are designated city streets,
and there were no street lights or fire hydrants on these
streets. Councilman Miller said the streets at Broadway Gardens
had been left out.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that he had a
meeting at City Hall with Mr. Ed Goodno, Corps of Engineers
March 15, 1978, about the proposed boat marina in Ward III
(Councilman Miller's ward) and that he was optimistic, and
felt the city was in a good positon to receive federal monies
for this project. However, Mr. Goodno stated that we would
have to be very patient because it may involve 2, 3, or
4 years to bring the project around.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that
there was six inches of water standing in Mrs. Loretta Vickers
yard at One Smith Street. Mayor Gibson said that Mr. Gene
Williams, Director of Public Works, would inspect the drainage
problem.
Councilman Miller further stated that the alley way
at Mr. Kenneth West's home, Five Washington Avenue needs to
be cleaned up, and that at the former Diehls property on
the river side in the 700 block of Dupont Avenue there is
a one to one and a half foot deep hole beside the sidewalk.
MR. MELTON:

no reports.

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I
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REVENUE SHARING FUND

1

POLICE DEPARTMENT
New Equiptment

£

5}5;00

GARBAGE DEPARTMENT
General Expense

20 ,,000

STREET DEPARTMENT
Materials, Supplies,
and expenses

20 000

Parks and playgrounds,
Salaries, Supplies & Expense

57,436

Emergency Ambulance Service

55,000

UNCLASSIFIED

I

Kanawha County Dental Clinic
Total Estimated Disbursements

300
$158 236

COAL SEVERANCE FUND EXPENDITURES-•..
STREETS AND SEWERS
Salaries, Engineering Dept.
Total Estimated Disbursements

I

$ 12,000
$ 12,000

Recording Officer, anri ' ''-- * •'•-'"P

DR.l"Rl"'v':

ALLEN: GUS BAILEY, GUY CAS SELL; DONALD KARNF.S, AND- ROMIE^'^ ^y v

;^-^^IK^SfS^^

jHART -^ * >~'.f *^-'= .^ • y-fr .^'^^-~
HUGHART

In accordance with
to make an estimate
determine and estimate
'<•"••' •

I

y

—':•:• - •• • •

~—;

\>*3*z3j&*%$£&$^
• • - • • - •-••.«*-»%'"•?**• - :.v -_«v?w"':,>

^ --••-.—•

Section 14, Article 8, Chapter 11, of the West Virginia Codecs'Amended, the Council "proce'eded •;
of the amounts necessary to "be raised by levy^of taxes for/the current ^fiscal year, "and, doth x v ^y~/-v:
the several amounts to be as follows: 'y";^";j'J\;V*^''5^1$Z$-'L~\-£r*'&•*??;*'?^:~^^f.f:--'.?>:• ;' ; ''V ~'-^)f.'*'••
"• . • " • ' " ' • " " .'" -. t .."' - • •:-.'* ^'^'^'^'-^^U?";?: ^/;^:'--'''V"i:V-" -.••^v'i'^i'"^*'"^;'-" "- -^-^•'•.:' "C U R R E N T R E G U L A R MUNIOPAL P^RF^SES i; O j :," : ^ ^^I/ ' -: ;

Estimate Form No. 1 ' '
.,
ESTIMATE-""'"
r>
I(1) The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from every source during the fiscal .year,
EXCEPT FROM THE LEVY OF TAXES to be made for the year.
.
;
•
• ; . ^
•'".">::"'

Cash Balance on Hand (Estimated). .".\'-."..'....;...

':..'.

;

....

S

30, 500

Balance in Hands of Sheriff (Estimated). tV: r^^l^lv..._..-... ..r...;,»

30 .500

1
'
•
•' •
" " '- : ••-'•'••'- .-'."".''-V VV '%•;. *r.V"','"V '•"-.-' • ".:''-':' . ' • . • '
Redemption and Sale Delinquent Land .:..—*. ."J ;.>.."-, .'^....; .U .'..'....*.......-—.—".......
"
. . " • - . . _ - -.^
Y " - , , v - . » . ' * - " " " " • • • ' *r -; *
. ' - . -.
*

Police Fines and Costs.:

.

'• . -

-,
'

'•'•'." '^ -',•'-';"- ' ' • ' •
"' - •-• - '' • .
• -_»
v
' •'

'.'. — — ...-...-.....;...............•.;..;..•.",

.CIVIC . BENEFITS.;.-....;,...../.;.'. .....•.;'.;-.;;..::. .;.:.-;i^: i_30L^QOQ2±i
Federal Housing .-.-.
Rents-- Buildings ;md Concessions '. . I .'..'..".. .>."i :'. ..-..". .> .".-.. .f. .";.?.;. ... '. .". . .-. ... .....'___•

600

•

."" " - : •'-' •' -~~ . - • . - ' ' - » ' ' • " - . " • ' : - - . • ; ~ 'i" : •» V. .""» - ; -", : ", ' ' "' '
.
Taxes (Oihcr th:in Prorxrrty Taxes). ./......;.:...••....'./.;.,:...*..:...;;.... ......... ...... ..

9
^PQ^

292.000 ':
licenses ......:.V..-..i.;....':.'. :..;. ...I ...... '?/..:.-.'.'.'.".. ........ .. ............... ......... -

I

G r a n t s — ......I.'.-..'..
•''•'•'
."''•'>
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
MiNCcIlancous . .'. ..... .;.:....."......-....] ........ ....____...____.V......1.. ..... /.....':.

Total EvtTmat.-d Receipts

....:...:..:....'..'".. /;;:...

" ...

7^100

.

.

__

.

5^ JOQ

S_604 , 450

L^_

I

I

1

•

ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES:

1. Salary' of Mayor
2, Salary of Recorder or Clerk

Salaries of Chief and ;
10. New Equipment

VV^ 13. Salaries and Expenses Feeding Prisoners .'.V.:!......^.:.;..:^. v-VvVr^^Vt
" r - *14.
* * ' Salaries and Chief and ^ 0 '
'
3 ' '
Firemen .:. /. ::.-.:•: X^ -92
15. New Equipment Fire Department ..
* '.—• ' "* "" ' ^'^"f,'% Jv ,
16 General Expense Fire Department "..... -.
...;.......
: •
*
';•-- •*' *y < ^ >.'

•f'-~-. i--•> •-. - : ; . " • • . - : *-.--./•-i--c.- : ^*^ "':..-•• ; ; t " ' - . . . - • ' - . ' - ' " . - - . .

17
18

;,

- ' ^ •'."

. . . •-.'•• 17 ^QA^}^i^i r ~¥'

Firemen's Pension ^ Fund;-.-:.;..'. :>.'........
- • ••
_ . x 7 ' -*^" . . . - , v
Salaries Health" Commissioner and Employees . . . - ....-.:.... ...... .......... . . - • --2 ,300^' '—i * '

.'• •

•

*•'

" ' " -"'- :• •-'•:•• .•••.• : :- .*•'. ;"-••:•* -.•--.'.'•'•' . " - •

*-•-- - . - - ' - •.-'.-'-";-"••' '.'.'.'%'"'<" -•;'.'.•';.•.••.*-:

19. New Equipment Health Department . . . : . .....".... . . - - . .;. -> . - . ................
20. General Expenses Health Department ' /. ..,,'...:-. . .. .V.:.r.\vr..;."x:. ..;...;....,

I

; -

" .' ' '——

;:'; 2 , 750 ^'-^ ^ ' ;

21. Salaries, Creamatory and Garbage Employees . . .'. . .'. ... . - '. _.;. v- '-\"" :^--'^-:- •-?:'.' *:.. ?^..'.^^9 <^' i.'.-'* *'£r*22. New Equipment Crematory and Garbage Department
'
"
'' '"'
''
23. General Expenses Crematory and Garbage Department
24. Buildings Maintenance Salaries and Supplies ..........I.--......-.'.----. . . . . . ' _ - 25. Repairs to Jail and City Buildings
26. Furniture, Fixtures and Office Machines
27. Stationen-, Office Supplies and Equipment

.

,

•: •'•:--. - ..'.'.*."..'..'... .V..
...........

•

............

..

..........

'

";;

3 , 000 -^

^ •'

~ :*' '--3 , QQQ -

2,000.-

28. Postage - . . ..:........-......-.. •-. •: • • ....... • • • - - ........... - • • • - ---- • • • , —-—f —. ...v_.
29. Water-Fire Prorection, Streets and Sewers ...... ...... ' ........ .... ........... -8 f 500 30. Water-City Building and Other Purposes ...... , . ---- ....*..

...................

31. L'rght for Street Lighting
"
32. Light-City Building, Traffic Lights, Etc. ..

—o}' onn
•

33. Repairs, Street and Traffic Lights ....... J..........:........:........-...1..^

1,500 ^ '

-

34. Fuel-Heating City Building
• • • • • • •'• - • • • • • • . . . . . . . . .
. 2 » ^-00^ - \
35. Telephone and Telegraph (All Departments) ....
..................'.. 1:...:." ^ •' ^ ' 9 .!,! '.'
?
36. Rents-City Hall and Other" Buildings .....'....•.................."..
....".... -;J ' ; ' _ - -:;' -^ ' ;...

I

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Legal Publications ...:..'.-'.'-.".';
"• • •
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NITRO CITY SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 27, 1978
The special meeting of the Nitro City Council was
i
held in the Council Chambers on March 27, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
J
to discuss and to vote on the Fiscal Year 1978 - 1979 Budget. _ r
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, •>
Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington and Councilman Dean Miller
were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.
••^•MB

Mayor Gibson stated that the special meeting was
for the purpose of discussing and approving the Fiscal Year
1978 - 1979 Budget (July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979), and turned
the meeting over to Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder and Chairman
of the Finance Committee. Mr. Melton discussed the Nitro
City Budget forFiscal Year 1978 - 1979 which was presented to
council at the March 21, 1978 Council Meeting.

THE NITRO CITY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 1978 - 1979
(JULY 1, 1978 TO JUNE 30, 1979) - GENERAL FUND
REVENUE SHARING FUND
COAL SEVERANCE FUND
IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.

I

Mr. Melton brought up for discussion the two
ordinances the Finance Committee had proposed, one for
changing the city holidays for employees which would make
the holidays uniform for all city employees, and one for
a contractor's license to be purchased each year by each
contractor doing business in the corporate limits.
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Councilman Hughart wanted to know how much revenue
the contractor's license would bring in. Mr. Melton said he
estimated that it would be approximately $4,000 ($2,000 for
special license and $2,000 in gross sales taxes). Mr. Melton
stated that the contractor's license was needed not only for
revenue but it was needed for the protection of the people.
Mayor Gibson stated that he felt the contractors should have
to be bonded in many situations.

* t

*

I

Councilman Hughart requested an explanation of the
holidays proposed for city employees. Mr. Melton stated that
the State Legislature had passed a law that employees under
civil service (firemen and policemen) who worked these
13 holidays be given time off or be compensated for these
holidays, and that the Finance Committee recommended that
all city employees who work for the city have the same
holidays. He said that the city employees not under civil
service were now getting 7 holidays, and would get 6 additional
holidays.
The city employees not under civil service now
receive the following holidays:
1.

New Years Day

2.

Memorial Day

3.

July 4

4.

Labor Day

5.

Veterans Day

6.

Thanksgiving Day

7.

Christmas Day

I

Additional holidays are as follows:
1.

West Virginia Day

2.

Columbus Day

3.

Lincoln Birthday

4.

Washington Birthday

5.

Good Friday

6.

Election Day (not every year)

I
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I

Mr. Melton stated that insurance hospitalization
for the city employees will increase 30 percent, and the
city will pay 100 percent of this (including the 30 percent
increase) for the employee, however it will not pay the
insurance for the employee's dependants.
Mr. Melton made a motion that the holidays for
all city employees be in compliance with 814 2A and
815 2A, and the employees would receive the thirteen
holidays listed on the preceding page. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.

•
|

Mayor Gibson requested that Mr. Cottrill draft
an ordinance on a contractor's license.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated March 14, 1975,
from the Civic Benefit Association in reference to sewer
facilities and stated that the Civic Benefit Association
owes the City of Nitro $33,750 which is past due. A copy
of the letter is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

I

Councilman Bailey made a motion to refer this
letter to Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, and Mr. Vaughan,
Sanitary Board Attorney, to take under advisement. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the
motion passed by unanimous vote.
Councilman Hughart stated that it was now his
understanding that the budget can be amended at any time
council so desires. Mr. Melton said that was correct.
Councilman Hughart then made a motion for the adoption
of the proposed budget as presented for the Fiscal Year
1978 - 1979, and that the budget be sent to the tax commissioner,
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen wanted to know
where the $8 , 000 was that was to be paid for workmens
compensation. Mr. Melton stated this would have to come
in the form of an amendment to the budget.
Mayor Gibson reminded council of a critical
drainage problem on East 39th Street which had been
discussd before. He stated that the city does , now, have
an easement and will correct this problem. The drainage
problem is near the residence of Mrs. Freda Patton.
Councilman Bailey asked if the budget would have
to be amended prior to July 1, 1978 before it will be legal.
Mr. Melton. stated that it would have to be amended before
any pay raises.
Councilman Bailey asked if the $8,000 for
workmens compensation would have to be amended before July 1
before

M

as e

in December.

n°

'but ^Would

have to be

amended

O

Councilman Hughart stated that he didn't
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intend to wait till November to bring this subject up again.
After further discussion, the motion for approval of
the adoption of the proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 1978 1979 which Councilman Hughart had made, and which was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes was brought to a vote, and the
motion passed unanimously.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER

I

t
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 4, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on April 4, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman Dr. Guy Gassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart and Councilman Dean Miller. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington and City Attorney Layton Cottrill were
absent. Also present were Leo J. Bradley, Nitro Chief of Police
and Gene Williams, Director of Public Works.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson. Reverend William Westlund, Minister of
The First Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 21, 1978, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes
in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a
motion the minutes be approved, the motion was seconded by Councilman
Miller and passed unanimously.

I

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL SESSION COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES,
MARCH 27, 1978: City Recorder Melton stated that due to other
functional demands that there had not been sufficient time to
have the minutes typed for this meeting. City Recorder Melton made
a motion to have the approval of the Special Session Council Meeting
tabled until the next regular Council Meeting. Councilman at Large
Karnes seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City
Recorder Melton stated that the Councilman had received a copy of
the Financial Statement in the mail for their review and made a
motion that the Financial Statement be approved. Councilman Miller
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
SOLICITATION REQUEST FROM THE UNIFICATION CHURCH: Mayor
Gibson stated that Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman, of the
Civic Betterment Committee, was not present. Councilman Miller made
a motion in lieu of Councilman at Large Pennington's presence, that
the Solicitation Request from the Unification Church be tabled
indefinitely. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion.
Councilman Bailey stated that it would be out of order to
table it indefinitely since the Committee had not made a presentation.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he had
discussed this with Councilman at Large Pennington, on the telephone.
Further that Councilman at Large Pennington could bring this back
before Council at his discretion.
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withdraw

Councilman Bailey asked if Councilman Miller wanted to
his motion.
Councilman Miller stated "I do not want to withdraw my

motion."
Councilman Bailey stated that he would amend the motion
to the effect it was tabled definitely. Councilman Hughart seconded
the amendment.
Councilman Dr. Gassell, Councilman Bailey, Councilman Hughart
and City Recorder Melton voted to amend the motion. Councilman at
Large Karnes, Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and Councilman Miller
voted against the amended motion. The motion carried to amend Councilman Miller's original motion.
A vote was then taken to accept the motion as amended.
Councilman Dr. Cassell, Councilman Bailey, Councilman Hughart and
City Recorder Melton voted to accept the amended motion.
Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen, Councilman at Large Karnes and Councilman Miller
voted against the amended motion, the amended motion carried by
majority vote.
REQUEST FROM MR E. R. HIVELY
1611 16th STREET REGARDING
OPEN AIR SERVICE:Councilman Bailey made a motion to put this request
in the Civic Betterment Committee for further study, Councilman
Hughart seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had also received a request
for Solicitation of funds in the City of Nitro, from the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Southern West Virginia Chapter, over
the signature of Truda Null.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to keep this in
the Civic Betterment Committee, until the next regular Council
Meeting, the motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed
unanimously.
CLEAN UP CAMPAIGN DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL: Mayor Gibson
stated that each year during the month of April,the City tried
to have a clean up campaign and this involved two Committees, the
Civic Betterment Committee and the Garbage, Health and Trash
Committee. Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Williams, Director of Public
Works, was present and he was in favor of this clean up campaign.
Mayor Gibson stated that at last Council Meeting, the Nitro
Woman's Club, Home Life Department, had been represent by Mrs. C.E.
Williams, Mrs G. P. Sizemore, Mrs. Violet Donahoe and Mrs. E. C.
Colcord, with suggestions on city improvements. Mayor Gibson stated
he had written a letter to the Home Life Department of the Woman's
Club, thanking them for their concern and interest on March 30, 1978.
(Photostatic copy of the letter is on record in the supplement file
to the Minutes).

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that Mrs. Colcord had conversation
with Mrs. Ardith Rohmiller, Principal of Nitro Elementary
School, and they are trying to get all of the civic groups in
Nitro involved in one of the largest clean up campaigns, that
has been conducted in Nitro.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mrs. Rohmiller has scheduled
a meeting for this clean up and paint up campaign, on April 10,
1978, in the Multi-purpose room at Nitro Elementary School, at
7:30 p.m. and encouraged the Councilmen to attend, if their
schedules would permit.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a request
from the Emergency Ambulance Service Authority, wanting a
resolution to have a member present at each meeting. Mayor
Gibson stated that he felt that Councilman Bailey should be made
a member, since he is Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance Service
Committee, and further there should be another member to fill in,
if it were not possible for Councilman Bailey to attend.

i

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made motion that it be
resolved that Councilman Bailey be appointed as the member to
the Kanawha County Ambulance Authority and since Mayor Gibson
had been attending past meetings, that he felt the Mayor would
be the best alternate. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Miller and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that the Kanawha County Commission
had informed him that the Emergency Ambulance Service Authority
wanted the City of Nitro to pledge $1,300.10 each month until
the end of the fiscal year, 1978, which would be April, May and
June, to provide an ambulance, which would be stationed in the
Corporate Limits of Nitro.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to pay the Kanawha
County Commission the total sum of $1,300.10, each month, for
April, May and June, 1978, from Revenue Sharing Funds. Councilman
at Large Karnes seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

i

Mayor Gibson stated that he had a request from Mr.
Sammy Williams, 18 Layne Avenue, who has contacted the property
owners on Layne Avenue and they would like to have specifications
and approximate price for the paving of Layne Avenue, with asphalt.
The abutting property owner is Conrail. Mr. Williams requested
the Mayor get two estimates to do the paving of the street.
Mayor Gibson stated he had prepared a letter to Appalachian
Engineers, Inc., because he wanted to assist the citizens on
Layne Avenue, but felt the Council should be aware of the request,
as it was time to start considering any paving that should be done
during the paving season. Council Bailey and Coucilman Miller
stated they had also received requests for paving.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen requested that each
Councilman up-date their present list of paving needs and mail
them to him before the next Council Meeting, in order to
prepare the organizational factors.

•
H
™

Mayor Gibson stated that HUD Community Development Block
Grant Small City Briefing Session would meet for the Fiscal Year
1978-79, on April 4th and 5th at 9:00 a.m., at Coonskin Park, for
the West Virginia Communities. Mayor Gibson stated that he was
unable to attend the meeting on the 4th, but he and Councilman Dr.
Cassell would be attending the meeting on the 5th, and further that
if any of the Councilmen wanted to attend too, they would be welcome.
Mayor Gibson recognized Mrs Clara Walker, 31 21st Street,
Nitro, who was present to request help with the road conditions on
21st Street. Mrs. Walker elaborated on the drainage problem, the
damage and safety factors, this situation was creating.
Mayor Gibson explained in length and detail the steps that
are in progress to rectify this situation. Mayor Gibson stated
that it was a very costly project but he was hopeful that repairs
would be initiated in the near future, by the West Virginia Department of Highways, and he was willing to do anything Council was in
favor of to achieve the needed repairs.
Mrs. Walker also wanted to know if there was something
that could be done about the high school children not obeying
the traffic regulations at 21st Street and Second Avenue. She
stated that she had almost been hit twice and asked if a Police
Officer could be stationed there at noon hour.

I

Nitro Police Chief Bradley stated they were doing everything possible to control this area, and he had patroled the area
himself, but with the bridge closing,there were several areas
that were very congested and the Police Department was doing every
thing possible to patrol all the congested areas.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:
had no reports or new business.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:
new business.

Councilman at Large Karnes

Councilman Bailey had no reports or

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell had no
reports, but did ask about the dog ordinance, the City was in
progress of adopting.
Mayor Gibson stated that City Attorney, Layton Cottrill,
had telephoned, stating that due to his Father being ill, he could
not be at Council Meeting, but was working on an ordinance and
would try to have it ready for the next regular Council Meeting.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a telephone
call from Mr. Homer Messenger, of Concrete Supply, stating that
a blind shelter had been built up at the radio tower and asked
if the City had given permission for this. Mr. Messenger stated
they were using a four wheel drive vehicle and tearing up the road.
Mayor Gibson stated that he was unaware of this, but that
approximately one year ago, that the Federal Government had asked
permission to observe the John Amos Plant from the radio tower.
City Recorder Melton stated that he had not given
permission for anyone to use the road.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a thank you
note from Mrs. Sizemore, for the City's cooperation in a cleanup campaign and the City had taken care of the planter and top
soil for it at the Library.

I

Mayor Gibson stated he had communicated with Mr. Chaney
owner of a vacant service station at the corner of Main Avenue
and Lock Street, to use for the Emergency Ambulance Service
and ambulance attendents, that are stationed in Nitro. Mr.
Chaney stated that he would lease the building to the City for
one year for $100.00 per month.
Mayor Gibson stated that the
building had a bay for the ambulance and a small room with bathroom facilities. The Mayor also stated the building would need
a fresh coat of paint and some cleaning.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to put this
in the Emergency Ambulance Committee with permission from Council
to let them act upon these matters. Councilman at Large Karnes
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated he would like to know if the shotguns had been
destroyed, per Chief Bradley's written request dated March 21,
1978. Police Chief Bradley stated that he had not been given
permission to destroy the guns as of this date.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that Chief
Bradley be given permission to destroy them, the motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that Police
Chief Bradley also be given permission to trade one shotgun in on
two new ones, per Chief Bradley's written request dated March 21,
1978. Councilman Bailey seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. Gene Williams, Director of
Public Works.
Mr. Williams stated he would like Council's permission
to work his men 5 days a week, 10 hours per day or hire 4 parttime employees. Mr. Williams explained with the weather
conditions causing heavy road damage and needed street repair
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and painting, plus this being the season for heavy trash pick-up,
that he did not have enough time to get it all done. Mr. Williams
stated it would be better to work the 10 hour day rather than to
employ 4 inexperienced employees.

•
••

Councilman Miller asked for an approximate length of time
this would be necessary.
Mr. Williams stated approximately four to six weeks,
according to weather conditions, but they would only be working on
days that the weather permitted, they would not work if it rained.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that Mr. Williams be
granted permission to work at his discretion. Councilman Dr.
Cassell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
A discussion followed on the trash accumulation in Nitro,
where it was coming from, a means to find out who was illegally
dumping and what could be done to control the accumulation of trash,
which accumulates in many cases, shortly after the truck makes its
regularly scheduled pick-up. It was discussed that possibly an
extra charge should be imposed, if the trash crew had to make a
special trip to pick up trash that had been put out between the
scheduled time.
Mayor Gibson stated that consideration should be given
to adding certain percentages to building permits in an effort
to help subsidize the cost of the City for dumping. He stated
that in many cases there were one or more truck loads of debris
due to house remodeling and building.
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Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion that Mr. Williams'
written request, dated March 21, 1978, and directed to the Mayor and
City Council be put in the proper Committee for complete study. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart had no reports or
new business, but asked if it would be proper to appeal to the
public for help with the trash pickup, if the man of the house was
home, to give the City a helping hand.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller asked Mr. Williams,
Director of Public Works,if anything is in the planning in the land
fill area on the drainage problem.
Mr. Williams stated they were planning to haul in dirt in
an effort to correct the drainage problem.
Councilman Miller stated that if the situation could be
alleviated, it would take care of some of the problems in that area.
Councilman Miller also asked about the hole on the upper
part of Dupont that is causing problems.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated this was the Sanitary Boards
responsibility and that he would contact them the next morning
to be sure they were aware of this and have it corrected.
The Mayor gave reference to the following correspondence.
(Photostatic copies are filed in the supplemental file to the
Minutes).
1. William F. Carroll, Deputy Attorney General, had
written a letter to Fire Chief Hedrick, dated March 6, 1978, in
reference to the retirement of James Raynes, Fireman.
2. Mayor Gibson had received a letter over signature
of John Machita, Jr., Chief Grants Administration Branch, informing
the Mayor that West Virginia Department of Natural Resources had
forwarded Nitro's application for grant assistance under the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act.
3. Mayor Gibson also brought to the attention of
Council, Bulletin No. 4, dated March 27, 1978, from Police Chief
Bradley and complimented Chief Bradley on the Bulletin and the
outstanding job he was achieving in the Police Department.

I

4. Mayor Gibson had recived a photostatic copy of a
letter, dated March 27, 1978, and directed to William J. Tricarico,
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, Washington, D.C.,
over the signaute of John P. Cole, Jr., Kanawha Cable Television,
requesting that certification be issued to January 18, 1990, in
accordance with the Ordinance adopted January 19, 1965, as
amended, granting a cable TV franchise for a term of 25 years (Si).
5. Mayor Gibson had received a letter from Harold L.
Frankel, Mayor, City of Huntington, in reference to an earlier
letter dated March 21, 1978, regarding the proposed rate increase
by Appalachian Power Company. Mayor Frankel stated he was incorrect
in the rate increases. The rates will increase for homeowners by
27% and the Commercial increase was 29%.
6. Mayor Gibson stated he had written a letter to
Fire Chief Hedrick, dated March 29, 1978, with two requests concerning Fire Department personnel.
CITY RECORDER MELTON:
reports or new business.

City Recorder Melton had no

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment, the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes
and passed unanimously.

I

M A Y O R ^

CITY RECORDER

to
CJ1
G7D

I
PEOPLES FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION
The supervisory committee
is making an audit of your account.

If the balances do not agree,
please report any differences
immediately to:
Mr. Joe Gresham, Chairman
P. 0. Box 635
Nitro, WV
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

APRIL 18, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on April 18, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, and
Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dean Miller and City Attorney Layton Cottrill were
absent. Also present was Nitro Chief of Police Leo J. Bradley
and Director of Public Works, Gene Williams.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson, R.everend William Westlund, Minister of
The First Presbyterian Church gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL SESSION COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES,
MARCH 27, 1978:Councilman Hughart made a motion that the
Minutes be approved, as amended correcting the typographical
error under Salaries of Policemen to $111,820. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell. The motion passed by
a unanimous vote.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL 4, 1978, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated that each Councilman had received
a copy of the April 4, 1978, Council Meeting Minutes for their
review and inspection. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a
motion that the minutes stand approved, the motion was seconded
by Councilman Hughart. The motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 1978, FINANCIAL STATEMENT: City
Recorder Melton, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated
each Councilman had received a copy of the Financial Statement
for their review and made a motion that the Financial Statement
be approved. Councilman at Large Karnes seconded the motion,
the motion passed by unanimous vote.
SOLICITATION REQUEST FROM THE UNIFICATION CHURCH:
Councilman at Large Dr.Allen stated that in the absence
of Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman of the Civic Betterment Committee, and as a member of this Committee, he would again
make a motion that this request be tabled indefinitely.
Councilman at Large Karnes seconded the motion, the motion
carried with only Councilman Bailey opposing the motion.

I

SOLICITATION REQUEST FROM NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
SOCIETY: Mayor Gibson stated he had conversation with Truda
Null, Executive Director of the M.S. Society, and Mrs. Null
would like to have Council's decision before the first week of
May. In the absence of Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman
of the Civic Betterment Committee, Councilman Hughart made a
motion this request be taken out of Committee and be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed
unanimously.
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REQUEST FROM MR. E. R. HIVELY, 1611 16th STREET
REGARDING OPEN AIR SERVICE: Councilman Dr. Cassell, member of
the Civic Betterment Committee, stated that there had not been
a decision made in Committee on this request at present time.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion that this request
be tabled until the next regular Council Meeting the motion
was seconded by Councilman Hughart and passed unanimously.

I

COMMITTEE FOR A CLEANER NITRO REPORT OF MEETING
APRIL 10, 1978:Councilman at Large Karnes,Chairman of the
Garbage-Health and Trash Committee, stated the meeting was
very successful with Ardith Rohmiller, Principal of Nitro
Elementary School, presiding over the meeting. Mildred Barrickman was appointed secretary and Dolly Withrow was appointed
publicity chairwoman. The purpose of the meeting was to get as
many citizens interested and involved in the clean up campaign,
as possible. Councilman at Large Karnes stated that each Ward
Councilman was requested to get as many Team Captains as possible,
preferably one for each Street in Nitro. Further, that another
meeting was scheduled for April 24, 1978, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Multi-purpose room at Nitro Elementary School. Trash bags will
be furnished by the City and can be picked up at Nitro City
Garage or the Nitro Police Department. The Kick-Off date for
the Clean-up Campaign will be April 29, 1978.
Mayor Gibson stated that the National Guard had been
requested to furnish approximately five (5) trucks, in an effort
to help the City with this Clean-up campaign.

I

Mayor Gibson stated since the last Council Meeting, he
had sent the Councilmen copies of the following correspondence.
(The following correspondence is of record in the supplemental
file to the minutes.)
1. Richard A. Robb, Mayor of South Charleston, had
written to Dr. Frederick M. Cooley, Director, State Office of
EMS, on March 31, 1978, requesting training opportunities for
municipal employees, including Policemen and Firemen.
2. Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated April 3,
1978, over the signature of Richard A. Robb, Mayor of South
Charleston, in reference to the Kanawha County Levy Estimate of
receipts and the County Revenue Sharing receipts.
Councilman Hughart had questions on how the Revenue
Sharing Funds were disbursed. Mayor Gibson stated he would
encourage all Councilmen to attend the next meeting of the
Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority. The Mayor further
stated that there were many wrinkles that needed ironing out
regarding the fair share that the various cities should have to
pay opposed to the Kanawha County Commission.

I
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I

3. Mayor Gibson had written a letter to Mrs. Thomas
Jones, 1116 West llth Street, resulting from a telephone call,
dated April 3, 1978, in reference to Ridenour Memorial Park.
4. Mayor Gibson had written to the Honorable Harold
L. Frankel, Mayor of Huntington, congratulating him on his part
in the Channel 3 TV program, April Fool prank, abolishing Spring.
Mayor Gibson received a reply from Mayor Frankel, dated April 11,
1978, thanking the Mayor for his interest and comments.
5. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter
directed to Mr. David Accord, Kanawha County Board of Education
over the signature of Alvin Hicks, President of Nitro Lions
Little League, dated April 8, 1978, requesting the use of the
lot behind Nitro Jr. High School for girls Softball.
6. Mayor Gibson read verbatum, a letter directed to
him, over the signature of Alvin Hicks, President of Nitro Lions
Little League, dated April 8, 1978, requesting a field be
prepared behind Nitro Swimming Pool.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion that the
request for a field behind Nitro Swimming Pool be placed in
the Recreation Committee for further study, the motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed unanimously.
7. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 14,
1978, to Mr. Dave Thompson, Scout Master of Boy Scout Troop #77,
thanking the troop for planting flowers and trees at Ridenour
Memorial Park. The Mayor had also presented the troop with a
certificate of appreciation.
8. Mayor Gibson had written Mrs. Claude Deardoff,
1424 Sattes Circle, on April 14, 1978, in reference to the
streets in that area that needed repaired or resurfaced.
9. Mayor Gibson had received a request from Nitro
Police Chief, Leo J. Bradley, dated April 10, 1978, requesting
the two vacancies in the rank of Sergeant be filled.
Mayor Gibson responded to this request by letter
dated April 12, 1978, directed to Mr. Omar Cunningham,
President of the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission,
respectfully requesting the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service
Commission schedule a test for the rank of Sergeant at their
earliest convenience.
10. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 14,
1978, to Mrs. Edward Botkins, 1228 West 12th Street, acknowledging receipt of her complimentary and considerate telephone
call in reference to the Nitro Police Department and the
Emergency Ambulance Service.
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11. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April
14, 1978, to Mr. George Leslie, Charleston National Bank,
Charleston, West Virginia, in reference to a request my Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Boggs, requesting property situated at 106
Broadway Avenue be divided into two lots. Mayor Gibson
advised that the City of Nitro had no objections to the subdividing of this property in accordance with the plans and
specifications as submitted.

I

12. Nitro Police Chief, Leo J. Bradley, had
received a written request dated April 14, 1978, from Ardith
Rohmiller, Principal of Nitro Elementary School, for signs to
be installed at the driveway behind the building. Cheif Bradley
stated that "15 MPH Speed Limit" signs were needed on 19th Street.
Mr. Gene Williams, Director of Public Works, stated he would
erect the speed limit signs. It was Chief Bradley and Council's
feeling that signes on the Kanawha County School Board property
should be handled by the Kanawha County School Board.
Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. E.G. Childers, 3956 39th
Street, East; Mr. Simms 3958 39th Street East; and Mr. Fred
Kennedy of 3960 39th Street East. As spokesman, Mr. Childers
stated they were having a very bad drainage problem where the
new sewer line went through their individual properties. The
elevation was not done properly and the properties will not drain,
and leaves water standing. A discussion followed on the right-of
way privileges and responsibilities.
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Robert Hayne, Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. and Head Engineer for the City of Nitro, would
be available Tuesday, April 25, 1978, and that Mr. Hayne would
go see the property and take steps to see that it was corrected.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large Karnes
had no Committee reports or new business.
Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. Omar Cunningham, President
of the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission. Mr. Cunningham
stated the Commission was getting very well organized and wanted
to thank the Mayor and City Council for their cooperation.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated he had three
items to bring before the Council.
The first was complaints from the citizens in Sattes
Circle wanting relief from the potholes in that area.
The second were complaints from citizens about Modern
Supply Co. of 501 First Avenue, blocking Wilson Street with large
trucks and littering. Trucks are parking and extending to the
middle of the street making one-way traffic on Wilson Street.

I
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Councilman Bailey also had a report from the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee, of which he is Chairman. Councilman
Bailey stated the Committee had discussed the renting of the
building, owned by Mr. Chaney, at the corner of Lock Street and
Main Avenue, to house the ambulance attendants and ambulances.
Councilman Bailey stated since there would have to be a certain
amount of refinishing and furnishings added to the building that
he would make a motion to enter into a contractual agreement,
drawn up by City Attorney Layton Cottrill, that the City be
permitted to lease the building for one year, for One Hundred
Dollars ($100.) per month. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes and passed unanimoulsy.
Mayor Gibson stated, last fall, the Council did vote
in favor of determining the right-of-way between Nitro Furniture
Co. and Modern Supply Co. Mayor Gibson requested that Mr. Williams,
Director of Public Works, do the necessary yellow marking, to show
the right-of-way, as opposed to the berm. Mayor Gibson stated if
Mr. Williams had any questions, he could direct them to Mr. Robert
Hayne, Engineer of Appalachian Engineers.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell stated
that the storm drain line had been installed in Brookhaven and
most of the residents seemed well pleased, except in one area
that it did need to be dressed up.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell also requested that some new
signs be erected in the Brookhaven area.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen requested Mr. Williams,Director of Public Works, to get
the sign on 31st Street and First Avenue, that had been torn
down by a car.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen also requested that the lists
on street paving needs be delayed until next Council Meeting,
giving the Councilmen more time to study the needs in each ward.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated that he
had several complaints about citizens putting their household
garbage in plastic bags outside, and large dogs tearing the bags
open and spreading the trash. He requested Mr. Williams, Director
of Public Works to make a list of citizens that are responsible
of doing this, so they may be duly notified by letter of the Code
of the City of Nitro, Chapter 11, Section 11, which states that
garbage must be placed in a suitable container. It was Council's
decision that metal or plastic barrels would be suitable.

I
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CITY RECORDER MELTON: City Recorder Melton made a
motion that the Council lay the Levy Rates for the Budget
1978-79 fiscal year. The total Municipal Levy Rates are
Class I - 18.75 Cents
Class II - 37.5 Cents
Class IV - 75
Cents

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion
and the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson requested all Councilmen to be very
serious minded about the Spring Clean-Up Campaign and assist
in everyway possible to make the massive Spring Clean-Up a
smashing success.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment, the motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes and passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson requested a closing prayer be given
by the Reverend William Westlund, Minister of the First
Presbyterian Church.

CITY RECORDER

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 2, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on May 2, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
and Councilman Dean Miller. City Attorney Layton Cottrill,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, and Councilman Gus Bailey
were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL 18, 1978 COUNCIL_MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
REQUEST FROM MR. E. R. HIVELY, 1611 16th STREET
REGARDING OPEN AIR SERVICEiMayor Gibson read a memorandum
from Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman of the Civic
Betterment Committee. It was Councilman at Large Pennington's
recommendation to Mayor Gibson and to council that the request
be denied after discussing this with Mr. Hivley on the phone,
for the following reasons:

I

1.

It might place some of his neighbors in an
uncomfortable position,

2.

The area in question has elderly people and
shift workers, and

3.

Mr. Hively was not sure of the type of music
or the exact hours of the meeting.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept Councilman at Large Pennington's recommendation.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and the
motion passed. Councilman Miller did not vote.
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ELEMENTARY
Councilman
be denied.
Dr. Allen,

SOLICIATION REQUEST FROM ANDREW HEIGHTS
SCHOOL, TORNADO, WV SCHOOL CARNIVAL', MAYH57 1978:
at Large Karnes made a motion that this request
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
and the motion passed.

I

SOLICIATION REQUEST FOR POWDER PUFF BOWLING
LEAGUE BANQUET TO BE HELD MAY 23. 1978. SOLICIATIONS TO BE
MADE DURING THE WEEK OF MAY FEE1Councilman at Large Karnes
stated that the league bowled at Towne 'N' Country Lanes
located in Nitro, and he made a motion to give the league
permission to solicit. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.

Mayor Gibson stated that the newly adopted
Rules and Regulations of the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service
Commission had been mailed out to each councilman for their
review. Plus -a letter of 4/28773" Chief Bradley requesting that the rank
of Corporal be eliminated which had been established 5/3/1977.
APPROVAL OF THE NEWLY ADOPTED RULES AND
REGULATIONS OF THE NITRO POLICEMEN'S CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
MEETING HELD APRIL 24, 197F1Chairman of the Police Committee,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen stated that this is something that has been needed for a number of years, and
introduced Mr. Omar Cunningham, Chairman of the Policemen's
••
Civil Service Commission. Mr Cunningham recommended that
•
council accept the RULES AND REGULATIONS; as adopted April 24,
1978 by the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission. He
stated that a tremendous amount of work had gone into the
formulation of these rules and regulations and stated that
they would be a big asset to the Police Department.
Dr. Allen, Councilman at Large and Chairman of the Police Committee
stated that they should first act on Chief Bradley's letter and made
a motion to honor the request made by Chief Bradley that the rank of
Corporal be eliminated from the rank ;s:tructure: of the Nitro Police Dept.
and that it become effective immediately. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Donald Karnes. The Mayor ask if there were
any questions. There were no questions and the motion passed
unanimouslyr,

THE RULES AND REGULATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

I
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
OF THE

I

NITRO POLICEMEN'S
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
RULE I
ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES
At a regular meeting held in January of each year, the Commission
shall elect one of its number as President.

It shall be the duty of

the Commission to adopt, amend and enforce a code of rules for
examinations for positions in the police service of the City of Nitro
and for the appointments and promotions therein, and they may amend
the same from time to time or may temporarily suspend any of the

I

provisions of the rules upon giving due notifications and publication
of such amendment or temporary suspension in the manner provided by
law.

They shall supervise all examinations held under these rules

to ascertain the fitness and merit of candidates for the service of
the City of Nitro Police Department and for promotions therein, in
respect to ability, character and industry, shall estimate and
determine the relative excellence or standing of the persons examined,
and shall certify the same as herein provided.

The Commission shall

have the power to appoint such examiners, stenographers and clerks as
may be necessary from time to time, provided the City Council by
appropriation shall provide for such additional assistance.

It shall

be the duty of the Commission to keep an accurate record of its

I

proceedings and to make such recommendations to the Mayor, the Chief
of Police, and the City Council as it nay deem best for the interest
of the service.

-1-
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RULE II
QUORUM
Two members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business.

I

At least two members of the Commission must

supervise all examinations for appointments or promotions and
determine those to be certified to appointment or promotion.

In all

cases of appeal for reinstatement after discharge, the full Commission
will hear the evidence, provided, however, that should expediency
necessitate such hearing while one Commissioner is sick or unavoidably
absent, no decision will be rendered until such absent member has read
the transcript of the evidence submitted at such hearing, and a vote
of all the Commissioners is held on the case.

The individual votes of

the Commissioners shall be a matter of public record and records will
be made available upon request.

I

I
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RULE III
APPLICATION FOR EXAMINATION

I

The Commission shall require persons applying for admission to
any examination, provided for by the Civil Service Act passed by the
1937 session of the West Virginia State Legislature, and as amended in
1971, or by the Rules of the Commission herein prescribed, to file with
the Chief of Police, at least 14 days prior to the proposed examination,
a formal application which shall be in his own handwriting. The
application may be obtained at the City Police Department.
(1)

The Commission may refuse to examine or, after examination,

to certify as eligible, applicants found to lack any of the established
preliminary requirements for the examinations for which they apply;
or who are physically so disabled as to be rendered unfit for the

I

performance of the duties of the position to which they seek appointment; or who are receiving disability income from any source; or who
are addicted to the use of drugs or the use of intoxicating beverages
to excess or who have been guilty of a crime or a misdemeanor involving
moral turpitude or disgraceful conduct; or who have been convicted
of a felony, or who have been dismissed from the public service for
delinquency or misconduct; or who have intentionally made a false
statement of any material fact, or have practiced or attempted to
practice any deception or fraud in their applications, in their
examination or in securing their eligibility or appointment; or whose
character, in the opinion of the Commission, is unsatisfactory.

Any

of the foregoing disqualifications shall be sufficient cause for removal

I

of any appointee from the service if ascertained within five years
after appointment.
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(2) Any person who has or hereafter may resign under pending

H

charges, or who has been or may hereafter be dismissed upon charges,
shall not be reinstated or admitted to examination for any position
in the police service.
(3) No application for any position shall remain on file for more
than one year from the date of application unless he/she has been placed
on an eligibility list resulting from a competitive examination held
under the Policemen's Civil Service Provision.
(4) Any applicant who fails to appear for examination when
notified by the City Clerk, Police Chief or Mayor, by mail to the
last address given shall be disqualified from further examination
until the next examination is scheduled, unless a reasonable excuse
for such absence be given in writing to the Commission for such,

I

within 30 days and agreed upon by said Commission, City Clerk, Chief
of Police and Mayor.

I
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RULE IV
APPLICATIONS FOR ELIGIBILITY LIST FOR
POSITIONS PROBATIONER PATROLMAN

I

All applicants for examination for the position of probationer
patrolman shall be, in addition to the general requirements of RULE III,
The Nitro Civil Service Commission approve the following requirements as requested by the Police Department of the City of Nitro.

The

approval being given in order to upgrade the standards of the Police
Department.
HEIGHT

I

WEIGHT
MINIMUM

MAXIMUM

5'9"

155 Ibs.

185 Ibs.

S'lO"

155 Ibs.

195 Ibs.

5'11"

160 Ibs.

205 Ibs.

6'0"

160 Ibs.

215 Ibs.

6'1"

170 Ibs.

225 Ibs.

6'2"

170 Ibs.

235 Ibs.

6'3"

175 Ibs.

245 Ibs.

MAXIMUM HEIGHT 6'8"
MAXIMUM WEIGHT 275 Ibs.

MINIMUM HEIGHT 5'9"
MINIMUM WEIGHT 155 Ibs.

Required to pass a physical examination given by any Medical Doctor
who has an established practice in the City of Nitro.
Be required to pass, before appointment, if requested a psychiatric
examination given by the Medical Examiners approved by the State of
West Virginia.

I

Required to have been honorably discharged if he/she has had
previous military service.
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RULE V

I

PROMOTIONS

All applicants for examination for promotion from a lower grade
to the next higher grade shall be required to have completed at
least two years service in the next lower grade before they shall
be eligible for consideration for promotion.

I

I
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RULE VI

I

REINSTATEMENT
Applicants for reinstatement under the provisions of Section
8-14-12 of the Civil Service Act shall file a regular application
form and submit to a physical examination and psychiatric examination,
if requested in exactly the same manner as any new applicant with
Height and Weight requirements being a part of the Physical Examination,
Upon being properly certified by the Medical Examiner and meeting all
the Civil Service Requirements he/she shall report such fact to the
City Clerk, Chief of Police or Mayor, who in turn shall immediately
notify the President of the Commission and such applicant may be
eligible for reinstatement at the discretion of the Commission with
all pertinent facts being considered as outlined in 8-14-12 of the

I

West Virginia Code and certified to the Mayor within thirty days next
following the Medical Examiner's report, and he/she may then be
reappointed to the lowest in rank in the department next above the
probationers
No policemen of any grade who has been discharged or resigned
under charges due to an investigation in progress by the Chief of
Police or .Mayor and whose case has been reviewed by the Commission
and the discharge or resignation sustained by the Commission and who
has not been appealed as provided by law, shall be ineligible for
reinstatement.

I
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RULE VII
NOTICE OF EXAMINATION
Notice of competitive examinations to be held for appointment
to the Police Department shall be given by advertisements in at
least one newspaper of general circulation in the City of Nitro
for one issue at least thirty days prior to such examination.

If

examination is promotional in the department, notice shall be
posted conspicuously on the daily bulletin board of the Police
Department at least fourteen days prior to said examination.
All examinations shall be held at the City Hall in the City
of Nitro in the City Council Chamber, provided, however, that on
occasions when the Council Chamber is not available or cannot
conveniently accommodate the number of applicants expected, the

I

examination shall be transferred to a suitable public place and
all candidates notified of such change in a reasonable time prior
to the holding of such examination.

Notice published on the police

bulletin board twenty-four hours in advance of such change will be
considered a reasonable notice.

I
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RULE VIII
CONDUCT OF EXAMINATIONS FOR NEW APPLICANTS
SECTION 1.

EXAMINATIONS TO BE PRACTICAL:

All fitness tests

shall be practical in character, shall relate directly to those
matters which will fairly test the relative capacity of the person
examined to discharge the particular duties of the class of
position to which appointment is sought and shall include tests of
physical qualifications and health.
SECTION 2.

CONTENT OF EXAMINATIONS FOR APPLICANTS FOR

APPOINTMENT AS PROBATIONER PATROLMAN:

Applicants shall be graded

on a scale of 110 points to be comprised of 75 points for written

I

examination, 20 points for physical fitness and 10 points for oral
interview, and 5 points for two or more years of active Federal
Military Service.

At least 10 points of applicant's score must

have been awarded of the 20 points for physical fitness.
(A) WRITTEN EXAMINATION:

This part shall consist of a written

demonstration designed to show the familiarity of competitors with
the knowledge involved in the position to which they seek appointment, their ability in the use of English, the range of their general
information, intelligence and educational attainments, their capacity
to adjust their thinking to new problems and conditions, and to
ascertain any special character traits and aptitudes.

I

(B) PHYSICAL FITNESS:

This part shall consist of such number

of reasonable fitness and agility tests as may be prescribed by doctors
or experts in the field of physical fitness, designed to show the
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bodily condition, muscular strength, endurance, agility and physical
capacity of competitors.

Points shall be awarded only for the

I

successful completion of the individual tests prescribed, and at
least 10 points of the possible 20 points are required to pass
this phase of the examination.
(C) ORAL INTERVIEW;

This part to be conducted in a manner

deemed appropriate by the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission,

I

I
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RULE IX

I

CONTENTS OF EXAMINATIONS FOR APPLICANTS FOR
PROMOTION WITHIN THE CITY OF NITRO
POLICE DEPARTMENT
SECTION 1.

Applicants shall be graded on a scale of 100 points

to be comprised of points for written examination, efficiency and
service record, and seniority.

Subsections A, B, and C will be graded

on a score of 100 points each.

The three sections will then be

totaled and divided by 3 to obtain the applicant's score.
(A) WRITTEN EXAMINATION.

This part shall consist of such

number of questions as may be set forth by the Commission.

I

(B)

EFFICIENCY RATING AND SERVICE RECORD.

(C)

ORAL INTERVIEW.

1.

Efficiency Rating.

The possible 50 points to be awarded

for this part shall be computed by determining from the applicant's
personnel record his average efficiency rating for the past five years,
Efficiency ratings may be based on the following:

absenteeism,

accident rating, character and conduct, attitude, personal appearance,
initiative, industry, judgement, reporting ability, ability to work
under pressure and on dangerous assignments, ability to meet and
deal with others, ability to organize work, knowledge of duties, laws
ordinances and rules applicable to his work, accuracy and attention
to pertinent details, emotional stability, leadership and promoting
high morale.

I
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2.

Service Record.

The possible 50 points to this part shall

be computed by awarding 30 points to each applicant and adding 5
points for each citation or commendation he has received in the past

I

five years, up to 25 points; from this total, the following deductions
are then made:

2 points for each day of suspension in the past five

years, 1 point for each official reprimand in the past five years.
(C) Seniority.

The possible 100 points for this part shall be

under the responsible supervision of at least two members of the
Commission who shall be free from interference, participation or
influence of the appointing officer or of any persons other than the
examiners, experts or agents designated or employed by the Commission
in the direction of some phase or phases of the examination, and the
Commission is hereby authorized to designate or employ such assistants
or experts, and for this purpose may exempt from examination, under
these rules, any person engaged in private business who.shall render

I

it any professional, scientific, technical or other expert service of
an occasional or exceptional character.
SECTION 3.

Any applicant for appointment or promotion shall be

automatically disqualified if he attempts, in any manner, to
communicate with or influence the Commission or any members thereof
with respect to any other applicant or to any matter under their
jurisdiction, except in a matter provided by law.

Further, the

Commission shall not receive or consider any such communication
except such as it nay invite in accordance with its rules and
regulations or such as is submitted in a manner provided by law.

-12-
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RULE X
ELIGIBLE LIST

I

SECTION 1.

POSTING OF LISTS:

From the returns of each

examination, the Commission shall prepare and keep open to public
inspection an eligible list of the persons whose average grade in
the examination for the class is passing and who are otherwise
eligible.

Such persons shall be notified and take rank upon the

eligible list in the order of their relative grades without
reference to priority of time and examination.
Whenever it becomes necessary to hold a subsequent examination
in order to obtain additional eligibles, the Commission may
consolidate existing lists for the same class by rearranging the
eligible names therein according to their grades.

I

All persons whose

names appear on an existing list which is to be merged with a new
list shall have an opportuinty to compete in the second examination.
SECTION 2. DURATION OF LISTS:

The term of eligibility of

each list and of the names appearing thereon shall be fixed by the
Commission at not more than three years for original appointment or
as may be deemed necessary or expedient by a majority vote of the
Commission members.

I
-13-
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RULE XI

I

PERSONNEL RECORD
It shall be the duty of the Chief of Police and or the Mayor,
immediately after the adoption of these rules, to establish and
maintain a seperate personnel file for every member of the Police
Department of the City of Nitro, pertinent to the member's
employment.

I

I
-14-
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RULE XII

I

GRIEVENCES
' Any member or group of members of the Police Department of the
City of ^Nitro may file a written complaint with the Chief of Police
or the Mayor whenever he/she feel that any of the provisions of the
Civil Service Act or the Rules and Regulations of the Police Civil
Service Commission have been violated by virtue of any order or
instruction issued in the Police Department.

Such complaint shall

clearly set out the section or rule of which complaint is based
and likewise set out the full text of instruction or order that in
his or her opinion constitutes the violation.
be properly signed and sworn to.

I

I
-15-

The complaint must
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NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT
LEO J. BRADLEY, POLICE CHIEF
POSITION(S) APPLIED FOR:
TITLE'

APPLICATION FOR

J

EMPLOYMENT

PERSONAL.
Name (Lost)

(Middle)

(First)

Present Address

(Street)

Social Security Number

(City)

(State)

(Zip Code).

Telephone Number
Home
BusinessPerson to Notify in Case of Emergency
Name:

Telephone Number:

Address:

Do You Have a

No Q

Driver's License?

Yes Q

Have You Ever Been Discharged

No

or Forced to Resign From a Job?

Yes fj (Explain on page 4)

Will You Accept:
r

fj

Full Time Work Q
„.-,-.
,., ,
._.
Part-Time Work Q

Were You Previously Employed by the City?
Shift Work

No n

Yes Q

Q

(Explain on page 4)

Salary Desired (Minimum)

Temporary Work Q

Military Service:
None Q

Branch

Rank

Serial No.

Dates

Type of
Discharge

I

PHYSICAL DATA

Have you any physical handicaps, disease or other disability which should be noted?
Q Yes

Q No

If yes, give details:

-Name and Address of examining physician:

Date of last physical examination-

Are you subject to any recurring illness?.

_lf so, what?.

How much time have you lost during the past two years due to sickness?.
•

I
Have you received compensation benefits for injuries?.

_lf yes, please describe.

I

YEARS
ATTENDED
FROM - TO

COURSE
MAJORED IN

NAME OF SCHOOL

TYPE OF SCHOOL

DATE
.
GRADUATED

DEGREE

Last Elementary
Last High School

- -

College
Graduate or Special "
Work
Business or Trade
School
Corresp. or Night
School

--

-•. .

• - .

.

:-.-

" -

—-

•

._

.

'""" -•'.-••
• •- •
••-.-••+

- - -.. -• .-

.

*

• :" ' •

. - 1•

-

-

» ..

•

What are your present plans (if any) for improving your education?Describe academic honors, awards, scholarships

Describe special skills or abilities-

DICTATION SPEED

TYPING SPEED

LIST MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

WPM

WPM

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
List work experience, beginning with your present or most recent job. Describe each job separately. Give special attention to
experience relating to the job for which you are applying. Incomplete descriptions may result in lower ratings.

I

EMPLOYING FIRM

ADDRESS

YOUR TITLE

FROM-

NUMBER SUPERVISED

SUPERVISOR

.

TO-

Month
FULL TIME: Q

DUTIES

PART TIME:

Year

Q

VTAPTIKlr:

SALARY $
•— -

... —

May We Contact Your Present
Employer?
Q Yes
Q No

Reason for wanting to leave

EMPLOYING FIRM

•

LAST
SALARY $

' -

ADDRESS

-

FROM-

YOUR TITLE

NUMBER SUPERVISED

.

SUPERVISOR

Month

Year

Month

Year

TO-

DUTIES'

.

.

FULL TIME

Q

PART TIME:

Q

STARTING
SALARY $
1 ACT

I

SALARY $

Reason for leaving:

-coot-

Month
FULL TIME:

Q

PART TIME:

Q

Reason for leaving:"

ADDITIONAL

I

EXPERIENCE
Describe volunteer work, hobbies, or other experiences that may contribute to your qualifications for the job

REFERENCE'S.

,.,.,.

—

—

Do Not List Relatives or Former Employers
NAME

HOME ADDRESS

PHONE

BUSINESS

YEARS
KNOWN

I
•

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION
M Use This Space For Additional Comment Or Explanations As Necessary

I

I hereby certify that the answers given by me to the foregoing
questions and the statements made by me are true to the best of my
knowledge. I understand that any false statement or misrepresentation
of facts included in this application or supplements thereto is cause
for rejection of my application or discharge after my employment.

Applicant's Signature

Date

Permission is hereby granted by the applicant to the investigating
officer of the Nitro Police Department to complete the following and I heret
release said persons from any liability or claim whatsoever for issuing
this infromation.
(a) Check with family physician for previous medical history
(b) Prepare an approved set of fingerprints
(c) Credit Check
I also grant permission to the investigating officer to contact
previous employers listed in this application.

Applicant's S i g n a t u r e D a t e

I

(Mitre Police, department
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Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Phone 755-3356

NAME OF EMPLOYEE

DATE OF EMPLOYMENT
FULL-TIME POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL
KEY:

(Unacceptable
(Above Average

I

RANK

U)
A/A)

DATE THIS EVALUATION

(Below Average
(Excellent

B/A)

E)

(Average A)

(Non-Applicable

1.

Accuracy of Reports

2.

Neatness of Reports

3.

Spelling

4.

Terminology and Sentence Structure

5.

Conducts Thorough Investigation

6.

Ability to Reach Logical Decision (Common Sense)

7.

Works Without Supervision

8.

Job Knowledge (laws, rules of evidence, etc.)

9.

Performance During Emergencies

10.

Case Preparation and Testimony in Court

11.

Ability to Learn (Comprehend Duties)

12.

Interrogation and Interview Ability

13.

Leadership Ability

14.

Court Appearance (Punctuality)

15.

Ability to Work With Others

16.

Completes Assignment Readily

17.

Follows Instructions

18.

Attention To Traffic Law Enforcement

19.

Seeks Out Police Problems

N/A)

flB
|
|

I
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C/\lbro Police Jsepartment
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Phone 755-3356

I

PAGE II
20.

Honesty - Intergrity

21.

Courteous To The Public

22.

Ability To Handle People (Tact)

23.

Tempennent

24.

Loyalty To The Department (Enthusiam)

25.

Accepts Responsibility

26.

Accepts Changes In Methods and Procedures

27.

Uses Good English (Oral Expression)

28.

Neatness in Uniform (Haircut, leather, fit, etc.)

29.

Observance Of Safety Rules (Excluding Traffic)

30.

Physical Fitness (Overweight, etc.)

I

31.

Care of City Property

32.

Stays Within Assigned Boundaries

33.

Maintains Notebook

34. Does Not Violate Radio Procedures
**************************************
COMMENDATIONS SINCE LAST EVALUATION
DATE

TYPE

DATE

DISCIPLINARY REPORTS SINCE LAST EVALUATION
DATE

I

REASON (INCLUDE SUSPENSIONS)"

SICK DAYS UTILIZED SINCE LAST EVALUATION
Circumstances:

TYPE

C^Litro Police LDeparfnient
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Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Phone 755-3356

NITRO POLICE SEPT.

I

PHYSICAL FTTNRSS TEST

100 — Points

to

pass test

1. .CHIN UPS
• Minimum

2.

3.

-

8.

20 points

Minimum -

IjO

20 points

Number Completed

TOE TOUCHERS.
'

. Number Completed

SIT UPS.

20 points

Number Completed

Minimum

- ' U5

Minimum

- 25

20 points

Number Completed

Minimum

-

\\Q

20 points

ste^p
Number Complete^

Minimum

-

1:2$ 20 points

Number Completed

Minimum

- 9 sec. 20 points '

Number Completed

|. PUSH UPS...-,

$.

6.

7.

SQUAT THRUST.

1400 YARD RUN.

SHUTTLE RUN.

TOTAL SCORE
NAME
DATE
HTIGHT
WEIGHT

Teat vas given
UJLKS

I

O\lbro Police JJeparbnent
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Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Phone 755-3356
PROBATIONARY OFFICER:
DATE EMPLOYED:
DATE OF EVALUATION:
FIELD TRAINING OFFICER:

SATISFACTORY

UNSATISFACTORY

REMARKS

APPEARANCE:
CLEAN, NEAT WELL GROOMED
AND BUSINESS LIKE
ATTITUDE:
TOWARD POLICE DEPARTMENT,
JOB, FELLOW OFFICERS AND
HONESTY
JOB KNOWLEDGE:
LAWS, RULES & REGULATIONS
.PATROL PROCEDURES

f

^QUALITY OF WORK:
ACCURACY, SPEED,
NEATNESS, FOLLOW THROUGH
DEPENDABILITY:
ATTENDANCE, PUNCTUALITY,
FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS

H
1

}

POTENTIAL FOR ADVANCEMENT:
CAPACITY FOR ASSUMING
GREATER RESPONSIBILITIES

SUMMARY OF EVALUATION:

1
SIGNATURE OF FIELD TRAINING OFFICER

i

MAYOR WILLIAM D. GIBSON and
NITRO CITY COUNCILMEN

MONT

NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT
OFFICER

REPORTS REPORTS
FELONY MISDEMEANOR

FELONYS
CLEARED

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
PROPERTY DAMAGE
INVESTIGATED

OTHER CALLS FOR
TRAFFIC
ACCIDENTS P.I, POLICE SERVICE
'INVESTIGATED

TRAFFIC
CITATIONS

ARREST
OTHER THAN
TRAFFIC MIS .

WEBB

HARRISON/
ANGELL

BRIGHTWELL

i
DEAN

JOHNSON

PARSONS

JOYCE

HILL

TOTAL
CO
CO
CN

LEO J. BRADLEY, CHIEF
NITRO POLICE DEPARTMEN
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I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to accept
the RULES AND REGULATIONS as presented by the Policemen's
Civil Service Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hughart and the motion passed unanimously.
"CITIZENS IN ACTION FOR NITRO" - REPORT OF MEETING
HELD APRIL 17, 1978 and APRIL 24, 1978 (C.A.N.) ''CITIZENS IN
ACTION FOR NITRO":Councilman at Large Karnes, Chairman of
the Garbage, Health and Trash Committee, said that he didn't
know who had come up with the name "Citizens in Action For Nitro,"
(C.A.N.) and was informed by Mr. Tom Melton that Mrs. Dolly Withrow
was responsible for the name and that Mrs. Ardith Rohmiller
was chairwoman. Councilman at Large Karnes stated that the
people are really enthusiastic about the project, but there is
a need for more citizens and businesses to take an interest.
Councilman at Large Karnes said that on Frederick Street the
citizens were working and filling a lot of trash bags and he
mentioned an area of 40th Street Road which had been successful
and expressed his sincere appreciation toward Dr. Cassell and
his energetic group of citizens who were assisting him in
this most worthwhile project. Councilman at Large Karnes
mentioned other areas of the city where the citizens were
becoming involved.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes stated that the next
meeting for "C.A.N." (Citizens in Action for Nitro) will be
held Monday, May 8th, at 7:30 p.m. at Nitro Elementary School
and encouraged all of the councilmen to attend.
Councilman Hughart stated that he could really see some
changes on 18th Street hill, and that Patty Cook who is
chairperson in Ward II, had the teenagers in this area
cutting weeds and gathering trash. He requested that a
truck be sent on the 18th Street hill to pick up this trash.
Mayor Gibson stated that (Mrs.) Dolly Withrow was
present and was Publicity Chairman of C.A.N. (Citizens in
Action for Nitro) and asked that Dolly address council.
Dolly stated that she would give a few of the ideas
she had shared with the Mayor.

I

Dolly said that aside from the name and some of the
writing she had an idea for going into phase II to launch
the beautification phase, a parade. She described the coming
parade where the Mayor and Councilmen would be walking dressed
in work clothes carrying an empty paint can, a paint brush,
a hoe, etc. The majorettes would do a "Can Can Dance," and
a person with a dunce cap would be throwing litter, a parade
where citizens from the tiniest tot to the oldest citizen
would participate. Then a group would pick up the litter
as the parade moved along.

290
Dolly said that her job was to come up with new
and unusual ideas, and indeed, Dolly's new and unusual ideas
were met with an enthusiastic burst of applause from everyone.

I

Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. Calwell and Mr. Payton
from the law firm of Calwell, Steele, McCormick and Peyton,
and Mr. Gorman Wise who owns Nitro Furniture. Mr. Wise said
that he hopes it is the plans to make the paving on Main Avenue
in the 1300 and 1400 block to look as good as the houses.
Miles Robinson, manager of the Broadway Townhouses,
stated that Broadway Avenue needed to be repaved, and
Lock Street, llth Street, and Park Avenue needed to be repaired.
Mr. Robingson said that he has a problem with a resident of
private property at Number 16 Broadway Gardens who seems to
be running an automobile repair business. He said that the
resident keeps 6 to 8 cars and a wrecker parked in front of
his house, and complained about tires being placed against
the building and tires being placed in the parking area, and
a motorcycle parked against a fence at this address.
Mayor Gibson stated that if Mr. Robinson had documented
evidence that the resident was charging for automobile repair
the city could take action. The Mayor requested that Mr. Robinson
attempt to get a receipt signifying that charges for repairs
were being made.
Mr. Robinson also complained about vehicles speeding
on Broadway Avenue and Park Avenue, and about the garbage
pick-up service.

I

Mayor Gibson referred to a letter dated April 14,
1978 which had been given to each councilman, with an attached
drawing, the letter had been sent by Mayor Gibson to Mr. George Leslie,
an attorney representing the Charleston National Bank, Charleston,
West Virginia. The letter advised Mr. Leslie that the City of Nitro
has no objections to the sub-dividing of said lot and the
proposed 8 ft. right-of-way, situated at 106 Broadway avenue
owned by Mr. Charles Boggs and Diana Boggs. He further stated
that he had discussed the matter with Mr. Cottrill, the Nitro
City Attorney. Mayor Gibson stated that now it was requested
by Mr. Leslie, attorney, that they have city council's approval.
(Letter and map is in supplement file to the minutes.)
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to resolve
that the sub-dividing of the property and the proposed 8 ft.
right-of-way -was in order, situated at 106 Broadway Avenue
owned by Mr. Charles Boggs and Diana Boggs, and further stated
that the governing body had no objections to said request. He
further stated that Mayor Gibson's letter should have been
sufficient. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller and
the motion passed unanimously.

I
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I

I

•

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (Copies of the correspondence will be kept
in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 17, 1978 from
Charles F. Dodrill
Executive Vice President
Citizens National Bank
605-613 MacCorkle Avenue S.W.
St. Albans, WV 25177
in reference to Lots 39, 40 and 41, Block M, East Crawford
Addition to the City of Nitro, West Virginia and asking
for a review by the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance.
2.

Mr. Harry Russell
Zoning Board of Appeals
108 Holley Street
Nitro, West Virginia 25143 was sent a letter from
Mayor Gibson in reference to a request for a variance in
zoning by The Citizens National Bank of St. Albans
on Lots 39, 40, and 41, Block M, East Crawford Addition
to the City of Nitro, Kanawha County.

3.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to Mr. Charles Dodrill,
Executive Vice President, Citizens National Bank,
acknowledging receipt of letter dated April 17, 1978.

4.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to
Mr. Charles Miller, Commissioner
West Virginia Department of Highways
1800 Washington Street
Charleston, West Virginia in reference to State Route 25/1
regarding displacement of surface due to a slide on the
hill side above 2176 21st Street, Nitro, WV.

5.

Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder had written a letter to
Mayor Gibson dated April 20, 1978 in reference to the
need of a secretary-bookkeeper position, and suggesting
thatCETA could possibly sponsor a secretary-bookkeeper
for the City Recorder's office.

6.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter to
Mr. Curtis Hardman, Director
Kanawha County Manpower Program
P. 0. Box 442
Charleston, West Virginia 25332 in reference to letter
Number 5, as outlined above.
Mr. Omar Cunningham, President of Nitro Policemen's Civil
Service Commission, Nitro had written a letter to
Mr. Lyle S. Edmonds
5301 Lisa Court
F
Ve?B Virgin^ 25312 in reference to
JaSeS 5pf?P.fr dated Se?tember 27, 1977 directed to
?•
£ 6S recluesting reinstatement to the
i ™o ?
•
Polic
Nitro
Police
Department.
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Mr. Edmonds request for reinstatement was denied by the
Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Commission.
8.

A letter had been received from Kanawha County
Emergency Ambulance Authority, P. 0. Box 292, Charleston,
West Virginia 25321, dated April 24, 1978, regarding
a Special Meeting for Members on Thursday, May 4, 1978
at 7:30 p.m.

I

Mayor Gibson encouraged each councilman to be in
attendance if possible.
9.

Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated April 24, 1978
from Samuel P. Calabretta
Urban, Calabretta and Associates, Inc.
4500 Mobile Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43220, in reference to their interest
in leasing land from the city on a long-term basis.
Councilman at Large Er. Allen made a motion to refer
this request to the Business and 'Civic Betterment
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Karnes and passed by a unanimous vote.

10.

Mayor Gibson had sent a mailgram to
Mr. James Campbell, District Engineer
1334 Smith Street
Charleston, WV 25301, in reference to a stopped-up drain
which connects to the West Virginia Department of Highway
drain system that goes under State Route 25 located near
the Nitro Moose Lodge.

11.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 27, 1978 from
William B. Raney, CPA
Commanding
Company D
1092B Engineer Battalion (Combat) (Army)
West Virginia Army National Guard
St. Albans, West Virginia 25177 stating that 3-5 trucks
would be made available at 9:30 a.m. on May 6 for use in
the clean-up campaign, and their utilization will be under
Mayor Gibson's direction during the day.

12.

Nitro City Councilmen received a letter dated April 28, 1978
from Chief Bradley, Nitro Police Department requesting
that Council rescind the ruling made on May 3, 1977 which
created the rank of Corporal.

13.

Chief Hedrick, Nitro Fire Department sent a letter dated
May 1, 1978 to Mr. David Means, 923 Ninth Street, Nitro
thanking Mr. Means for his years of faithful service to
the Nitro Fire Department.

I

I
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I

Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman
reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes had no reports.He made a motion to refer a letter
from Mr. Charles Buzzard, Charleston Booking Agency,
3983 Mt. Vernon Building, Scott Depot, West Virginia 25560
to the Consumer Protection Committee, and give them authority
to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
and the motion passed Councilman Miller did not vote.
(Copy of the letter is in supplement file to the minutes.)
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
had no reports.

Councilman Dr. Cassell

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson respectfully requested
council members to attend "C.A.N." (Citizens in Action for
Nitro) meeting Monday 8, 1978 at 7:30 p.m. at the Nitro
Elementary School.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN::: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen referred to a letter to Mayor Gibson dated
April 11, 1978 from Mr. John F. Santrock, Superintendent of
Schools, Kanawha County. (Copy is in supplement file to the
minutes.) The letter was in reference to the renewal of
the excess levy for the operation of the Kanawha County
public schools during the period of July 1, 1979 - June 20,
1983 which the Board of Education will submit to the
electorate of Kanawha County on May 9, 1978.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made
this governing body go on record in favor of
County School levy. The motion was seconded
Hughart and the motion passed by a unanimous

a motion that
the Kanawha
by Councilman
vote.

Mayor Gibson stated that he was declaring May 16,
1978 Santrock Day in Nitro in honor of Mr. John F. Santrock.
The Mayor further stated that Mr. Santrock had taught him
when he was a student at Nitro High School and he has great
admiration for this most outstanding man.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen announced a meeting
of the Street and Traffic Committee Tuesday 9, at 7:00 p.m.
in reference to proposed street paving and requested that
all councilmen attend the meeting.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

I

Councilman Hughart had no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller had no
committee reports,buc requested that Mayor Gibson write to
Mrs. Betty Knowlton and Mrs. C. L. Mollohan requesting their
presence at council meetings.
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MR MELTON: Mr. Melton commended Mayor Gibson and
stated that Mayor Gibson had made John Priddy, a 12 year old,
very happy. Mayor Gibson had written John Priddy a letter
in reference to a no-hit baseball game John had pitched,
striking out 18 consecutive batters. Mr. Melton said John
had also received a certificate from the Recreation Department
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Melton is one of the coaches of
the team and was complimentary in this regard.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller
and the motion passed unanimously.

RECORDER

I

I
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I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
May 16, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on May 16, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart ,
Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman Dean Miller.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Arley Cravens, Pastor of the Nitro Church of God.

I

APPROVAL OF MAY 2^_. JL978
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Miller made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated
that council had received a copy of the April, 1978 Financial
Statement, and Mr. Melton made a motion the April, 197.8
Financial Statement be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
(C.A.N.) CITIZENS IN ACTION FOR NITRO - TRASH
PICK-UP DAY, MAY 6, 1978: Councilman at Large Karnes,
Chairman of the Garbage, Health and Trash Committee, stated
that Saturday, May 6, eighty tons of trash had been picked
up by the city and sanitary board employees ,) three trucks
from the National Guard and a truck that Mr. Jim Landers
had supplied. Mayor Gibson was very complimentary of Ms.
Connie Stephens, a sanitary board employee, who worked
with Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Police Chief Bradley,
Mike Lamb and himself.

I

"CITIZENS IN ACTION FOR NITRO" (C . A N . MEETING
MAY 8, 1978T1 Councilman at Large Karnes, Chairman of the
Garbage, Health and Trash Committee, stated that at the
meeting they basically came up with each organization that
will participate to have their own pet project for beautifying
a particular place.
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(Mrs.) Dolly Withrow, Publicity Chairman of Citizens in
Action for Nitro (C.A.N.), stated that she had spent three
hours today (May 16) personally visiting the merchants and
asking them to come to the meeting of C.A.N. next Monday,
May 22 at 7:00 p.m. and if they couldn't be there to send
a representative.

I

REPORT ON STREET PAVING MEETING HELD TUESDAY,
MAY 9, 1978 - 7:00 P.M.;Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that
he had some reports that will be attached to the first report
they had, and if there were no objections he would have to
meet with legal counsel and then turn it over to Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. He said if anyone had any corrections to
make, call him and he would be glad to delete or add to the
report.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter
and specifications from Appalachian Engineers Inc. as a result
of a request that had been made by Mr. Sammy Williams in
reference to the proposed paving of Layne Avenue, and that
four (4) copies had been given to Mr. Williams and copies
would be given to council.
Mayor Gibson said that the citizens on Layne Avenue would
like to work with the Church of Christ, and that Jim Landers
has been working with them, and that perhaps the property
owners could get a contractor to do the work for them and
the city stay out of it. "The Church of Christ owns abutting
property and the story I get is that they intend to pave
the church parking loty possibly, at the same time if and
when the street is paved," Mayor Gibson said.

I

KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF W.VA
INC. SOLICITATIONS
JUNE 17, and JUNE 18, 197"8~1Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Chairman of the Business and Civic Betterment Committee, made
a motion to give permission to the Kidney Foundation of W. VA.,
Inc. to solicit in Nitro on June 17 and June 18, 1978. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and the
motion passed unanimously.
KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE AUTHORITY
MEETING, THURSDAY MAY 4, 19781Mayor Gibson stated that
Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance Service
Committee, was unable to attend the meeting, but Councilman
Hughart and himself did attend the meeting. Mayor Gibson
said that he had received a copy of the minutes of the May 4
meeting and that council would receive a copy.
Councilman Hughart said that one of the main
unresolved questions was how each of the cities and county
is going to pay for the emergency ambulance service.

I
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I

Councilman Bailey said that from April 2 until
today (May 16) there had been 62 emergency calls the
emergency ambulance had made. (The emergency ambulance
is on call 24 hours a day and is stationed here.)
Councilman Bailey made a motion to rent the
building at the corner of Lock Street and Main Avenue
for the proposed sum of $100 per month for the period
of one year contingent on the advice of Mr. Cottrill,
City Attorney. (The building would house the emergency
ambulance and the E.M.Ts.) The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (Copies of the correspondence will be
kept in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 26, 1978
from Fred Cutlip, Manager, Facilities Development
Governor's Office of Economic and Community Development
informing him that his request for funds from the
Community Partnership Grant Program has not been approved.

I

2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 2, 1978
from Maria Maser, Secretary, Putnam County Planning
Commission stating that Mr. Joe Muck, a member of the
Putnam County Planning Commission, has been appointed to
serve as the County's representative to the Nitro Municipal
Planning Commission.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 4, 1978
from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner, West Virginia Department
of Highways in reference to the slide affecting Kanawha County
Route 25/1 in the vicinity of 2176 21st Street in the
City of Nitro.
4. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 5, 1978
from George A. Bicher, Colonel, Corps of Engineers, District
Engineer in reference to the proposed Nitro Park Project and
The Winfield Navagation Pool Master Plan. Attached were
copies of Congressional Record of the Senate dated 2-22, 1978
and 2-23, 1978.

I

5. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter written by
Dan E. Warner, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. to
Putillion Excavating Company, 805 Nease Drive, Charleston,
West Virginia 25312, in reference to the Nitro Community
Block Grant Program, Brookhaven Drive and Fairview Drive
Project informing them that inspection of completed work
for storm drains in the area of Brookhaven Drive and
Fairview Drive was held on May 5, 1978 and listing the items
which must be corrected prior to final payment.
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6. Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated May 8, 1978
from Frank P. Moats, 21 Main Avenue stating his objection
to Lock Street being paved from Main Street to Broadway Avenue.
at the property owner s expense.
7. Mr. Eastwood had received a letter dated May 8, 1978
from Mrs. Sue M. Shank, Teacher at Baker Elementary requesting
the use of the Nitro Swimming Pool on June 6th from 1:00 p.m.
until 2:15 p.m.
8. Mayor Gibson and Council received a letter dated
May 10, 1978 from Kidney Foundation of West Virginia, Inc.
Council took action on this request previously tonight.
9. Mr. Jack Eastwood, Recreational Director received
a letter dated May 10, 1978 from Jo Ann Meadows
Cub Scout Day Camp Director
Buckskin Council, No. 617
1319 Quarrier Street
Charleston, WV 25301
requesting the use of the swimming pool between 10:00 and 11.00 a.m.
Monday through Thursday June 19 to 22 and 26 to 29.
10. PRESS RELEASE in reference to the Nitro Cleanup C.A.N.
Mayor Gibson expressed his thanks to Mr. Tom Knight, Editor of
the Kanawha Valley Leader.
11. Mayor Gibson sent a letter dated May 15, 1978 to
Mr. John F. Santrock, Jr., Superindendent of the Kanawha
County Board of Education, Charleston, West Virginia informing
Mr. Santrock that he was proclaiming Tuesday, May 16, 1978
as John F. Santrock, Jr. Day in the City of Nitro.
Attached was the Proclamation.

I

12. Two cost estimates one from Motorola Communication
and Electronics, Inc. and one from Federal Signal Division
on equipment the Nitro Fire Department requested.
13. Information regarding the Recreation Department had
been sent out to the Councilmen.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT INFORMATION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

299

I

POOL OPENS MAY 27 , 19/i

THOSE RESIDING OUTSi HE

4ESIDKNTS OF

NTTRO CITY LIMITS

THE CITY JDF_NITRq
SEASON PASSES A_T._POOL

S :.^ON t- 1 -\SSE3 A T POOL

Family pass

$50.00

F.Miily pass

$100.00

Single pass

$25.00

Single pass

$ 50.00

AT POOL GATE

AT POOL GATE
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12 yrs. of age $ 2.00
or over

12 yrs. of age $
or over

Under 12 yrs.
of age

Under 12 yrs.
of age

$ 1.25

$

4.00

2.50

POOL HOURS ARE TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 12:00 TILL 8:00
SUNDAY

1:00 TILL 9:00

CLOSED MONDAY

S U L V M L N G LESSONS A R E FOR 6 YEARS OLD A N D OLOER, S FC^ UP AT THE POOL 0\f,
SWIMMING

KSSONS - : ^SC

:

.I-ne 1?t:h

23rd

!•> i iM-;:-;( ;!JR
: ' ! • • . • ; ? . T K R - KKMTAJL

I

$ 1 0 . 0 0 f o r \y
$ 1 5 . 0 0 for

' Yi'."> :

p . M l e boat:
j -V-i ho.Tt

9 :"0 ( i l l 3:00 or 3:00 Ml

.\\ c!.-:y

$] . 50 "'-r ' T -r
$1. 'iO p-.-L- i : o-u:
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept the fees listed for the Nitro Swimming Pool and the
fees listed for Ridenour Park. The motion was seconded by
Dr. Allen and the motion passed.

I

Mayor Gibson asked for the committe chairman
reports and new business.
MR. MELTON:
nor new business.

Mr. Melton had no committee reports

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller had no
committee reports nor new business.
COUNCILMAN HUCHART: Councilman Hughart had no
committee reports nor new business.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated that last Wednesday (May 10) Mayor Gibson
and he had attended a meeting of the Regional Intergovernmental
Council, and that at Nitro's next council meeting (June 6) that
two representatives from RIG would be present.
CHIEF OF POLICE, LEO BRADLEY: Chief Bradley requested
council consider adopting an ordinance which would prohibit the
sale of hypodermic syringes and hypodermic needles to anyone
without a prescription.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES introduced Mr. and Mrs.
Pat Oxley who reside at 201 Hillside Drive, Nitro.
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Mr. Oxley stated that they had lived at 201 Hillside
Drive over a year. He said that during this time they have
continuously had a problem with the trash build-up behind
Modern Supply Company, and that their house fronts to the
back of Modern Supply.
Mrs. Oxley stated that the street between Modern
Supply Company and Nitro Furniture was often blocked by
tractor-trailer trucks at Nitro Furniture, and further stated
that the city had promised to paint yellow lines to designate
this city street and this had never been done. Mr. Oxley
also mentioned the 60 percent deterioration of the street.
Mr. Cottrill, City
to the trash build-up behind
Modern Supply Company would
were in violation of Chapter

Attorney, said that in reference
Modern Supply Company that
be notified by letter that they
11, Section 3 of the City Code Book.

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell
had no reports. However, Dr. Cassell requested that the
Garbage, Health and Trash Committee get together with the
Ordinance Committee before next council meeting and take
action on Mr. Gene Williams letter dated March 21, 1978.
Dr. Cassell said that he would like to get some road blocks

I
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up at the end of East 31st Street.
Mayor Gibson requested that council consider
adding an extra percentage to the building permit fee for
people reroofing buildings and a percentage to remodeling
permits in an effort to help defray some of the cost of
hauling off trash.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

Councilman Bailey had no

reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
at Large Pennington had no reports.

Councilman

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes stated that the Putnam County Planning Commission
had requested that they be sent a notice when the Nitro
Planning Commission has a meeting. He said they suggested
that he could sit in on their meetings and asked for
council's approval.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
approve Councilman at Large Karnes as Nitro's representative
for attending the meetings of the Putnam County Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

IMYOR
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NITRO CITY SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 1, 1978
The special meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on June 1, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman
Gus Bailey. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington was absent.
Mayor Gibson stated the Notice of the Special Meeting,
June 1, 1978, would be made a part of the minutes and would
be attached thereto.
The purpose of the meeting is as follows:

I

(1) A briefing on how to obtain Federal Monies to
be conducted by the Regional Intergovernmental
Council, and
(2)

to discuss the advantages and/or disadvantages
of allowing branch banking in Nitro and the
possibility of rezoning a large portion of
Zoning District Number 18 as "B-2" creating
therefrom a new district hereafter to be known
as Zoning District Number 20.

The Mayor introduced Mr. Mike Russell and
(Mrs.) Pat White and requested that the other persons in the
room to start from left to right introducing themselves Mr. Olaf Walker, Dr. Charles Byrd, and Mr. Tom Townsend were
present.
Mr. Mike Russell and (Mrs.) Pat White from the
Regional Intergovernmental Council conducted a briefing on
how to obtain State and Federal Monies for the City of Nitro.
Mr. Russell and Pat White supplied the Council with information
that was requested and various persons in attendance asked
questions regarding different aspects related to obtaining
State and Federal Monies.

I

Mr. Melton, City Recorder read the Resolution
(in reference to creating a new zoning area district:) which
is as follows:
—
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RESOLUTION NO.

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Nitro
through the Mayor and Council are desirous of creating a
new zoning area district and denominating it as "B-2"
Central Business , said district being a portion of zoning
area district 18; and
WHEREAS, Chapter 8, Article 24 of the West Virginia
Code of 1931 as amended, and Article 17, Chapter 1703 of
"City of Nitro Zoning Ordinance" as incorporated and
reference in Chapter 22 of the Code of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia , requires submission of such proposed
ordinance to the Planning Commission for the City of Nitro

I

to allow for said Commission to study and make recommendation
as to the proposed ordinance to amend or change the zoning
ordinance of said city and further to allow said Commission
to prepare a report of its findings in

regard to said

proposed ordinance change; and
WHEREAS, the aforementioned statutes requires a nublic
hearing to be held upon any proposed change in accordance with
proper and adequate Class-I legal notice for said hearing; and

I
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City
Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia that the proposed
ordinance effectuating the changes in district are classification
and creation of an additional zoning area be and the same is
hereby submitted to the Planning Commission for the City of
Nitro for its report of recommendation and findings
said zoning change.

concerning

Furthermore it is directed by the

governing body that the Mayor of the City of Nitro transmit a
copy of this resolution and the proper ordinance to said
Commission.

Passed this 1st day of June, 1978, at a properly called

I

special meeting of Council to consider this matter.

SIGNED:
ipal Re
Tom Melton, Municipal
Recorder

^
^
. William
.^^^^
---Mayor
Honorable
D. Gibson,
At this point the proposed ordinance was introduced
and discussed at length. The ordinance would need to be adopted
by the City Council in order to make the new Zoning District as
"B-2", Central Business, said district being a portion of area
Zoning District Number 18 .

THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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ORDINANCE NO.

DATE

I

INTRODUCED BY

AN ORDINANCE DIVIDING ZONING AREA DISTRICT NUMBER
EIGHTEEN (18) AS SHOWN ON THE "OFFICIAL ORDINANCE MAP"
ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE ZONING OFFICER, CITY OF NITRO
AND CREATING THEREFROM A NEW DISTRICT HEREAFTER TO BE KNOWN
AS ZONING DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY (20) AND FURTHER PROVIDING
FOR CLASS "B-2", CENTRAL BUSINESS USE DESIGNATED AS PRESCRIBED.
IN ARTICLE 9 SECTION 901 ET SEQ OF THE "CITY OF NITRO ZONING
ORDINANCE" ADOPTED, OCTOBER .6, 1970, BY THE CITY OOUNCIE
OF NITRO AND INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE IN CHAPTER TWENTY TWO OF THE COD
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA; SAID ORDINANCE IN NORWAY
SHALL AFFECT THE CURRENT ZONING OF THE REMAINING AREA OF
ZONING AREA DISTRICT -18, NOW DESIGNATED "R-3" MOBILE HOMES
AND MOBILE HOME PARKS.
THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, that Zoning District Number 18 be divided and
the hereinafter described new district be created and enumerated
Zoning Area District 20 with zoning use designation of "B-2",
central business and designated as such in the mOfficial Zoning
Map" in accordance with the following description:
AREA NO. 20 (ZONING AREA B-2)
Beginning at a point on the Conn Rail Right of Way line
(formerly know as Penn Central Corp.) and a common corner to
areas 16 and 17; thence following in a North Easternly direction
the common boundry line of the areas 15 and 16 as adjoin former
area 18 to a point being the common corner of area 15 and former
area 18 (and also denominated as 1967 annexation South East of
Incorporation); thence S 53o 37' E 977 feet +; thence S 77° 01'
E 4,062 feet +; thence N 29° 35' E 31 feet; thence S 76° 39 E
150 feet; thence in a Southernly direction, S 17° 54' E 41 feet;
thence S,£fto 53' -W 530 feet + to the centerline of State Route
25 and following said center line 2,980 feet + in a North Westernly
_ ' • direction to a concrete box colvert under Route 25; thence running
'
along center of branch in a Southernly direction to the aforementioned
'•
rail road right of way line and following along said right of way
line in a north westernly direction to the -place of the beginning.
Passed by council this . r . t

day of

William D.^Gibsenf, Mayor

I
Tom Melton, Municipal Recorder
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Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion the
Resolution be approved, and that the Resolution and the
proposed ordinance be referred to both the Planning
Commission and the Ordinance Committee for further
consideration. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell.
Councilman Hughart stated that he felt that all
of the property adjacent to Route 25 from city limits to
city limits should be zoned "B-2 in an effort to keep
people shopping in Nitro and to make a better tax base.
Councilman Miller asked what criteria was used in
deciding what part of the old section would be used in the
new zoning area. Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, answered,
money," and further stated that he could arrive at certain
meets and bounds by doing it this way without having to
have any engineering work performed thereby saving the
city money. The Mayor stated that he thought these new
meets and bounds are proper and fitting.
Councilman at Large Karnes said that this was only
to refer the proposed ordinance and the Resolution to the
Planning Commission and for the Planning Commission to report
back to council.
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After further discussion the Mayor brought the motion
to a vote that the Resolution be approved, and that the
proposed ordinance and Resolution be referred to both the
Planning Commission and the Ordinance Committee for further
consideration. The motion carried by a unanimous vote.
At,this point Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made
a motion for adjournment. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.

MAYOR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 6, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on June 6, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Robert Blixt, Pastor of the First Baptist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES -MAY 16, 1978:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL COUNCIL_MEETING MINUTES - JUNE 1,
1978: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy
of the minutes earlier in the evening. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson explained that Councilman at Large Pennington
abstained from voting because he was not present at the
special meeting. Otherwise, the motion was approved by a
unanimous vote.
"CITIZENS IN ACTION FOR NITRO" (C.A.N.) MEETING MAY 22, 1978, AT 7:00 P.M.

I

"CITIZENS IN ACTION FOR NITRO" (C.A.N.) MEETING JUNE 5, 1978 HELD AT NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: Councilman at
Large Karnes said that due to the Nitro High School graduation
there was an extremely poor turnout at the meeting. He stated
that the Nitro Woman's Club was sponsoring a YARD OF THE MONTH
contest, and that Mrs. Tom Townsend at 755-2414 should be
called regarding any YARD OF THE MONTH which should be
considered. He said the winner would have a sign placed in
the yard for one month.
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Councilman at Large Karnes said he felt more
businesses should be involved, and that Monday, June 5,
Mrs. Rohmiller showed picture slides of the City of Weston
and what had been accomplished by planning, advertising, and
making facilities so that business is welcome.
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He stated that the guidelines will be out the
middle of June for entering the Chamber of Commerce's
ALL WEST VIRGINIA CITY for this year and that Nitro's
application will be entered.
Councilman at Large Allen said that signs will
be erected that will specify the LITTER LAW will be enforced,
and he further stated that for violation of this law there
is a maximum fine of $500.
KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE AUTHORITY
MEETING - MAY 29, 1978 - 1:00 P.M.:Mayor Gibson stated that
Mayor Leone of Dunbar and himself"had attended the meeting,
and called attention to the information supplied each of the
councilmen that the base share for ambulance service is $23,126.97
annually plus certain other expenses such as housing, utilities,
gasoline and minor repairs.
Mayor Gibson stated the Kanawha County Ambulance
Authority prepared the contract between the Kanawha County
Emergency Ambulance Authority and the City of Nitro and wanted
the agreement signed by Mayor Gibson.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated he felt that
this contract was the best Nitro was going to do, and further
said that he admired Mayor Gibson for asking the "Regional
Intergovernmental Council's Formula" be used and that this
cut Nitro's share tremendously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
authorize Mayor Gibson to sign the contract. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hughart. Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney,
said he found the agreement basically satisfactory.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion to
authorize him to sign the contract and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.
PROPOSED STREET PAVING REPORTS TO BE CLEARED THROUGH
THE CITY ATTORNEY AND THE CITY ENGINEER: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated
that he had placed the proposed street paving reports in the
hands of Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, and that Mr. Cottrill
would work in conjunction with the city engineers, and a
plan would be forthcoming.

I
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MINUTES OF THE NITRO POLICEMEN'S CIVIL SERVICE
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD APRIL 24, 1978~: Mayor Gibson stated
that each councilman had received a copy of the Minutes of
the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service Committee Meeting held
April 24, 1978, and called council's attention to one item
on page 5, paragraph 3 and paragraph 4 of the minutes.
Mr. Omar Cunningham, Chairman of the Nitro
Policemen's Civil Service Commission said that on the
physical fitness part for the sergeants test they could
find no requirement that they should take a physical fitness
test due to the fact they would have taken the test when
they were considered for patrolmen. He said that these
sergeants will come from the patrolmen ranks, and it was the
Commission's recommendation that the requirement of a
physical examination for sergeants be withdrawn from
the RULES AND REGULATIONS.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
the requirement of a physical examination for sergeants
be excluded from the RULES AND REGULATIONS. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.
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Mayor Gibson requested Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney,
check it out to make sure this was legal, and then called
for a vote on the motion made by Dr. Allen, and the motion
passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to the
minutes.)
1. MINUTES OF A SPECIAL
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY
Mayor Gibson stated that
his motion which was seconded
"RIG Formula" was defeated at
was a reversal which was made
Kanawha County Court members.

MEETING OF THE KANAWHA COUNTY
held on May 4, 1978 at 7:30 p.m.
the minutes would reveal that
by Mayor Leone to go with
this meeting, but later there
while in a meeting with the

2. PROPOSED 1978-1979 BUDGET FOR NITRO SANITARY BOARD
Mayor Gibson stated the proposed budget shows a 23 percent
rate, increase which will be necessary to keep the Sanitary
Board solvent. He stated that it will have to be approved
by the West Virginia Public Service Commission.
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3. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a memorandum dated
May 10, 1978 to Harold J. Kessel, Area Conservationist, SCS,
Parkersburg, WV 26101 from Dixie L. Shreve District
Conservationist, United States Department of Agriculture,
1422 Federal Bldg., 500 Quarrier Street, Charleston, WV 25301
in reference to proposed expanding of some basic recreation
facilities at Ridenour Park, Blakes Creek, Site 7.
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4. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter dated
May 12, to Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, from Dan E. Warner,
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in reference to NITRO SANITARY
LANDFILL EASEMENTS.
Mr. Cottrill stated .he felt a lease type agreement would be
preferable.
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5. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 18, 1978
from Alvin Hicks, President of the Nitro Lions Little League
requesting permission for their boys and girls to canvas the
neighborhood on June 3 beginning at 10:00 a.m. for their
annual "Tag Day."
6. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated May 22, 1978
to Mr. Omar Cunningham, President of the Nitro Policemen's
Civil Service Commission in reference to the minutes of their
meeting on April 24, 1978, the rank of corporal being eliminated,
and approval of the new RULES AND REGULATIONS.
7. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 23, 1978
from E. W. Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire Department, in
reference to new pagers.
8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter to Mr. Alvin Hicks,
President of the Nitro Lions Little League giving him official
approval for the Little League members to canvas the neighborhood on June 3, 1978 beginning at 10:00 a.m. for their annual
"Tag Day."
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9. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 26, 1978
from Alvin Hicks, President of the Nitro Lions Little League
in reference to the Little League Board meeting and the items
that were brought up and agreed upon that should be asked of
the city. There was also a copy of the minutes.
10. NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT BULLETIN NUMBER 5, DATED
May 23, 1978 which was signed by Leo Bradley, Police Chief
11. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter dated
May 31, 1978 sent to Ms. Maxine Pauley, Rt. 2, Box 81-A,
Hurricane, WV 25526 from F. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney
for Nitro, in reference to the alleged auto damage occurring
on or about October 4, 1977.
Mayor Gibson asked for the committee chairman reports.
MR. MELTON: Mr. Melton, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, read the Fiscal Year, 1978-1979 Budget Adjustment for
General Fund Expenditures and Revenue Sharing Fund which is
as follows:

I
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1978 - 79 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT
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GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
INCREASE
# 9

SALARIES, POLICE DEPARTMENT

1,000.00

#64

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

8,000.00

#67

INSURANCE

22.200.00

31,200.00

DECREASE
#23

GENERAL EXPENSE, GARBAGE DEPARTMENT

16,100.00

#46

GENERAL EXPENSE, STREET DEPARTMENT

15,100.00

31,200.00

REVENUE SHARING FUND
INCREASE

I

#23

GENERAL EXPENSE, GARBAGE DEPARTMENT

16,100.00

#46

GENERAL EXPENSE, STREET DEPARTMENT

15.100.00

31,200.00

DECREASE
#66

EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE

31,200.00

Mr. Melton made a motion these budget^adjustments
be approved for Fiscal Year, 1978-1979 and be sent to the
State Tax Department. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hughart, and the motion passed unanimously.

COUNCILMAN MILLER:

Councilman Miller had no reports

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated that
he felt the Business and Civic Betterment Committee should
offer their help and guidance to the businesses of Nitro.

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he had attended
a meeting some months ago of the Nitro Business and
Professional Organization and had offered assistance either
as a body or as a committee, and as yet has had no response.
Councilman Hughart said we should try again.

I

Councilman Hughart stated that Mayor Gibson deserves
a great deal of credit on the ambulance arrangements.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen questioned if there was an ordinance to prohibit
people from making repairs to vehicles on city streets, or if
one could be put on the books. The city attorney was to check
into this matter.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
no reports.

Councilman Dr. Cassell had

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey introduced
Mrs. Charles Brown who resides at 206 First Avenue South, and
Mrs. Vincent J. Pontier who resides at 217 Frederick Street.
Mrs. Brown requested that they prevent the trucks that service
a warehouse near the Nitro Veterinary Clinic from entering
Frederick Street.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to refer
this problem to the Street and Traffic Committee. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington. Councilman
Bailey said that the Telephone Company or the Power Company
has erected a pole and the guy wire from the pole prohibits
the trucks from backing to get to the warehouse. He stated
that gravel needs to be put on the streets. Councilman at
Large Karnes suggested a NO PARKING sign be erected on
Locust Street.

I

Councilman Bailey said that a petition was being
circulated for the cleaning out of a ditch from the culvert
at Locust Street down to Kapok Street. Mrs. Brown also
complained about trucks parking in the alley and blocking
traffic.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on Councilman at
Large Karnes motion that they refer the problem of trucks
using Frederick Street to service a warehouse to the Street
and Traffic Committee, and the motion passed.
Councilman Bailey said that he had a complaint
from Mr. M. T. Raynes who resides at 121 Hillside Drive
in reference to the grass and weeds that need to be cut at
United iDodge.

I
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Councilman Bailey said that Mrs. Means who
resides at 44 Old County Road informed him that the
STOP sign is down at Red Oak Drive and that he was
informed that Old County Road was being used as: a
drag strip. He further stated that there is a drainage
problem at the last house on the right, and that cinders
or gravel is needed for the holes on Old County Road.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington was very complimentary of the Cross Lanes
Woman's Club for sponsoring an all night affair at
Venture Lanes for the Nitro Seniors on June 5th.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:
Karnes had no reports.

Councilman at Large

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed unanimously.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 20, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on June 20, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey, Councilman for Ward IV.

I

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - JUNE 6, 1978:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF MAY 1978, FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
City Recorder Melton,Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated
each Councilman had received a copy of the Financial Statement
and made a motion that the Financial Statement be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote. (Copy of the May, 1978
Financial Statement is in supplement file to the minutes.)
CITIZENS IN ACTION FOR NITRO (C.A.N.) STATUS REPORT:
CounciIman at Large Karnes, Chairman of the Garbage, Health,
and Trash Committee, said that since last council meeting
there had been no meeting of C.A.N., but that he had met
with Mrs. Rohmiller, Chairwoman of C.A.N., and that a meeting
will be scheduled, hopefully soon.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that he had been
approached by seven Boy Scouts who are interested in earning
their Eagle Scout status, and each are volunteering eight
hours of work to the city. He requested council's
suggestions on where the Boy Scouts could be of service.

I
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Councilman at Large Karnes suggested the possibility
of acquiring the property at the intersection of First Avenue
and Second Avenue between Seventh Street and Eighth Street
and have the Boy Scouts work there to beautify the property.

I

Councilman Hughart suggested the Boy Scouts working
on the corner of Main Avenue and Lock Street where the
emergency ambulance and the employees will be housed.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING JUNE 6, 8:30 p.m.
AND JUNE 13, 7:30 p.m. 1978, PETITION FROM RESIDENTSTN
REFERENCE TO PROPOSED REZONINGlCouncilman at Large Karnes,
member of the Planning Commission, stated that the Planning
Commission had received a petition from the residents in
reference to proposed rezoning area at the June 13, meeting
and at that meeting there was not time to study the petition.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that the meeting of the
Planning Commission June 20, 1978 was to be a field trip
and an information gathering trip, however the chairman,
Mr. Walker, was called out of town, and, in effect, there
was no formal meeting, but a considerable amount of work
had been accomplished. However, he said there was a meeting
of the Planning Commission scheduled June 27, 1978 at 7:00 p.m.
and the petition would be discussed then.
STREET AND TRAFFIC REPORT REGARDING A PROBLEM
AS EXPLAINED BY MRS. CHARLES BROWN, 206 FIRST AVENUE, SOUTH,
AND MRS. VINCENT PONTIER, 217 FREDERICK STREET, NITRO"!
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee, stated that he wanted an opportunity to
talk to the owner of the business establishment in reference
to the problem, and that the Street and Traffic Committee had
a meeting scheduled Monday, June 26, 1978, and requested that
this be put on the agenda of the Council Meeting July 11, 1978.
ADVERTISING FOR PROPOSED STREET PAVING MEETING
BETWEEN THE CITY ATTORNEY AND APFATACTITA'N ENGINEERS, INC.
JUNE 14, 1978:Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, stated that he,
Mayor Gibson, and Mr. Haynes, and Mr. Warner of Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. had met and reviewed a similar proposal
submitted to council in 1971, and that any type of paving
ordinance requires an updating of the title of the property
abutting the street to be improved. He said that they had
conferred with Dr. Allen and that it was their recommendation
to council that a public meeting be held, and that it was
necessary for council to allow him to proceed and prepare
the Class II legal notices to inform the residents of the
proposed action.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to allow Mr. Cottrill
to proceed and prepare the Class II legal notices for the public
meetings on the street proposals. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey.

I
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Mayor Gibson wanted to know if this took into
consideration the changes that were made by the ward
councilmen. Mr. Cottrill said that the proposed changes
had not been submitted to him and requested a list of the
proposed changes. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that
he had the information. After further discussion, Mayor
Gibson called for a vote on the motion made by Councilman
Hughart, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
UP-TO-DATE PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PROPOSED
LANDFILL MEETING JUNE 14, 1978~:Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney,
said that in regard to the landfill they had met with
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. and that yesterday (June 19)
he was supplied with a list of the names of the property
owners as indicated from the assessor's cards in the
assessor's office in Kanawha County. Mr. Cottrill stated
that the cards can be inaccurate for a period of 11 months,
and the only true way to determine ownership of property
is the official records in the Kanawha County clerks office.
He said they now have the list of property owners that can
be updated.

I

Mr. Cottrill stated that the drainage system has
been established and located and that the elevation had
been considered. Mayor Gibson stated that they may have
to cut through a street to raise a drain pipe.
Mr. Cottrill said that the landfill would be
developed in three phases. The first phase would be the
area between Gum Street and Hickory Street, and stated that
his advice was to acquire rights to fill the entire portion
of the landfill at the beginning stage of the project.
Councilman Miller asked whether this property
will be filled according to the sanitary landfill
requirements of the State of West Virginia. Mr. Cottrill
replied, "Yes Sir, it will be specified in the lease."
Councilman Miller wanted to know if the landfill will be
inspected by the proper county or state authorities.
Mr. Cottrill said that it should be, but he couldn't
guarantee it. Councilman Miller wanted to know whether
this area would be filled by the solid landfill requirements,
and further stated that he wanted to be absolutely sure that
they do not have the same situation up there that presently
exists at the old landfill behind his house. Mr. Cottrill
said that they would comply with all state requirements.

I

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that
he thought Councilman Miller was failing to realize that
garbage was not going to be dumped into the proposed landfill
as had been the case at the Smith Street landfill.
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Mayor Gibson stated that in addition to garbage
there had been many barrells of chemicals from local industry
dumped at the Smith Street landfill, and this will not be the
case in the future.
Ward III.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

I

Councilman Miller introduced a delegation from
They are as follows:
Ed Machir, Washington Avenue and Smith Street,
Alan Cross, Two Washington Avenue,
and Mrs. Robert Chrest, Seven Washington Avenue,
Jim Hively, Nine Washington Avenue, and
V. Acharya, One N. Washington Avenue.

Councilman Miller stated that they were disturbed
because the city was making corrections at the Smith Street
landfill, and that the equipment had been moved out.
He said that on the private property of Mr. Kenneth West,
Five Washington Avenue, there was a stagnant pool of water
perhaps 50 feet in length, 15 to 20feet wide, and 4 feet deep.
Mr. Chrest requested some assurance of what the
city is going to do. Mayor Gibson stated that the city had
put in a new pipe, a new catch basin, and tied the pipe from
the catch basin to another manhole, and in order to put the
pipe in they had to dig up some old garbage that will be
hauled to the Western Landfill. Then, they will bring in
new dirt, and they intend to take care of the problem, hopefully
tomorrow. He further stated that one piece of equipment and
the operator was hired by the hour and after the ditch was dug
the equipment was moved out.
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Mr. Chrest said that there was a rumor that children
had been run off the playground (at the Smith Street landfill)
and that it had been sold. Mr. Melton said that he had heard
over at the park that it had been sold, and had assured the
person the property hadn't been sold.
Mr. Melton requested that the gentleman find out who
is running the children off the playground, and who supposedly
bought the property.
Mr. Machir mentioned the stopped up drain at Washington
and Smith Street. Councilman Miller said that Mr. Williams had
assured them that the drain would be corrected. Mayor Gibson
said that the city had only so much money and so many employees,
and he couldn't promise that the work would be done next week,
next month or next year, but if council wants to appropriate
the money he would have a contractor come in and do it.

I
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Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, stated he would
like to view the situation and consult with the city
engineers. Councilman Miller requested that Mr. Cottrill
meet with him and the property owners.
(Mrs.) Viola Nichols who resides at 504 Michigan
Avenue stated that she had contacted Mayor Gibson six weeks
ago about the water running under the state road (Rt. 25)
and backing up in the yards of property owners in the
500 block of Michigan Avenue. Mrs. Nichols said that she
had contacted Mr. Harris with the Department of Highways,
and that he had been down. Mr Charles V. Nichols, her
husband, said that the water had caused his garage to crack.

I

(Mrs.) Ellen Taylor who resides at 507 Michigan
Avenue stated that her father (Mr. Roy Stowers at 916 First
Avenue, South) had 3 to 4 feet of water backed up on his
property, and that he had been offered $80,000 for his
property, and that they were concerned about the possible
damage to the foundation of his house. His property is on
the corner of First Avenue and Dupont Lane, and this water
is stopped up on Dupont Lane at Mr. Delmer Redman's property
at 501 Michigan Avenue. She said that the city had sent
someone up with a rod to unstop the drain there just to let
the water run through.
She stated that they had to replace their
furnace twice at 507 Michigan Avenue because of the water.
Her husband, Mr. Gene Taylor at 507 Michigan Avenue said that
he had also lost his porch and some trees because of this
problem.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to have
copies of the deeds of the people concerned, and that
he would have copies made and he would have the city
attorney check this out to see who is legally responsible.
In reference to the petition in opposition to
rezoning the following citizens from Ward IV were present:
Mary Elizabeth Wampler, 111 Michigan Avenue,
Rosemary W. Young, 209 Michigan Avenue,
Kathleen Cremeans, 201 Owens Street,
Margaret A. Hudson, 105 Kanawha Avenue, South, and
Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood Street.
THE PETITION DATED JUNE 12, 1978

I

FROM: Nitro Citizens of the Proposed Rezoning Area
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TO:

Mr. Olaf K. Walker, Chairman, plus the other members of
of the Municipal Planning Commission City of Nitro

I

Council Members - City of Nitro
Zoning Board Members - City of Nitro
Mayor "Bill" Gibson - City of Nitro
Mr. Thomas A. Knight - Kanawha Valley Leader Newspaper Nitro
THE PETITION IS IN THE SUPPLEMENT FILE TO THE MINUTES.
Rosemary Young, 209 Michigan Avenue, questioned if there
was a member on the Planning Commission who lives in the area
that could be affected by the rezoning of the area. The reply was
nsu
Councilman:. .Dr. Gas sell said that council made recommendations
as to who was on the Planning Commission on the basis of wards
rather than areas within the wards.
Kathleen Cremeans, 201 Owens Street, stated that water
was standing in her yard and under her home and that she
would take her septic tank over the sewer any time.
Margaret A. Hudson, 105 Kanawha Avenue, South, asked,
"Why was this area chosen first for rezoning?" Councilman
at Large Karnes answered that the area meets the criteria for
businesses, a main highway, railroad, and it's not far from an
interstate, and the area does not meet the criteria for
residential property.
Miss Hudson
evading why that
Bank. She said,
click, that's my

I

said that it was her opinion that.:we are all
area was first, because it has to be Citizens
"Everything fell in line too soon, click, click,
opinion."

Miss Hudson stated that she had been to a Zoning Board
Meeting, a Planning Commission Meeting, and to the Nitro
City Council Meeting, and she said she wanted to be sure she
had the relation between all three of those clear. She said
that as she understood it the City Council asked that the
Planning Commission look into it and make recommendations as
to this property. Mr. Cottrill said that council had the
ultimate power and authority.
Miss Hudson asked who on the City Council was a member
of the Planning Commission. Councilman Bailey stated that
Councilman at Large Karnes was the only member on the
Planning Commission.

I
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Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood Steet, stated
that she had the names of 9 members of the Planning Commission
and there was one missing, and that they would like for one
to be appointed from their area. Mayor Gibson stated
that there were already three (3) members appointed in
Ward IV. Namely: Dr. Byrd, Lonnie Norvell, and Donald Karnes.
Ms. Tincher stated that when the Planning Commission
surveyed last Tuesday (June 13) why did they look only from
W.M.U.L. and out Blackwood Street and come and zero in on
this piece of prope±ty.
Mayor Gibson said that they were the only people
there and they were seemingly interested in that area, and
it was to make it convenient for those people. Because if they
had taken time to walk and look at the entire area there was
no way they could have had a meeting as had been scheduled.

I

Mr. Delmer Redman, 501 Michigan Avenue, wanted to
know if anything had been done about the trucks tearing up
the street, and the mud on Dupont Lane. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen said that they would be up there next Monday
evening
(June 26) to servey the problem. Mr. Redman stated
that Mr. Goldberg said that if he (Mr. Redman) parked on
Dupont Lane he (Mr. Goldberg) would take an endloader and
move his truck.
After further discussion on the proposed rezoning,
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting council
had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 8,
1978, from Thomas T. Kirk, P.E,
Vice President
Wildwood Development Corporation
Box 3626
Charleston, West Virginia 25335
aknowledging receipt of his letter dated June 5, 1978
concerning Section 14 of Brookhaven Subdivision. The
letter had to do with surface drainage problems.
2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 8,
from Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in
reference to Brookhaven storm sewers, complaints of creek
bank erosion in the area of 230 and 232 Brookhaven Drive.
This was an area which had been observed by Mr. Hayne, Danny
Warner, Dr. Cassell, and Mayor Gibson.

I

3. Mayor William D. Gibson received a letter
dated June 8, 1978 from Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers,
Inc. in reference to the drainage problem, Warzyniak property,
Brookhaven Sub-Division.
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4. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Dan E. Warner,
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in reference to Brookhaven storm
sewer, Community Development Block Grant Program. Reference
was made of complaint from Fred Weible, 203 Brookhaven Drive
regarding damage of 2 apple trees and one cherry tree during
construction of a 36" storm sewer.,

I

5. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 15,
1978 from Dan E. Warner, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in
reference to the proposed landfill site - Elm Street Hickory Street area and an attachment outlining property
owner's lot numbers.
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 19
1978 from Leo J. Bradley, Chief of the Nitro Police Department,
requesting the speed limit within Ridenour Memorial Park be
reduced to 5 miles per hour.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to lower the speed
limit within Ridenour Memoral Park to 5 miles per hour. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey. Mayor Gibson called
for a vote and the motion passed unanimously.
In reference to the Mayor's question to putting
used oil on the road up at Ridenour Park, Mr, Cottrill, City
Attorney, said that he felt a phone call to the Soil Conservation
Commission for their approval would be sufficient,
7. Schedule of events at Ridenour Memorial Park
for the Cub Scouts June 19, through June 22, and June 26
through June 29, 1978.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Jack Eastwood, Recreational
Director had told him he was resigning effective the end of June,
1978, but to this date he has not received anything in writing.
MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR THE COMMITTEE REPORTS.

MR. MELTON: Mr. Melton, Chairman of the Finance
Committee stated that council had received the budget revisions
for fiscal year 1977 - 1978 which are as follows:

I
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BUDGET REVISIONS
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FISCAL YEAR 1977 - 78
DISBURSEMENTS:

ITEM NO

ESTIMATE

11

GEN. EXP. POLICE

12

POLICEMEN PENSION

13

REVISED

DIFFERENCE

11,000

21,000

2,964

3,214

SALARIES, FEED PRISONERS

33,810

37,310

+ 3,500

17

FIREMEN PENSION

10,916

12,916

+ 2,000

24

BUILDING MAINT & SALARIES

4,500

5,500

+ 1,000

26

FURNITURE & FIXTURES

3,000

3,500

+

27
28
29

STATIONERY OFFICE SUPPLIES
POSTAGE
WATER - FIRE PROTECTION

3,000
2,000
8,500

4,000
2,400
10,500

30

WATER - CITY BUILDING

1,100

1,300

31

LIGHT FOR STREETS

21,800

22,800

+ 1,000

1

+10,000

+

250

500

+ 1,000
+ 400
+ 2,000
+

200

35

TELEPHONE ALL DEPTS .

4,000

6,000

+ 2,000

38

INSURANCE ON BUILDING

9,195

19,695

+10 , 500

39

OFFICIAL BONDS

500

1,000

+

41

ATTORNEY'S FEES

750

2,050

+ 1,300

46

GEN EXP. STREET DEPT.

*18,000

+ 3,000

50

AUDIT

51

ERRONEOUS PAY REFUND

53

PARKS SALARIES & SUPPLIES

59
60

. ' 15,000

500

1,300

1,600

+

300

150

500

+

350

1,000

1,500

+

500

LIBRARY SALARIES & EXP

12,000

12,500

+

500

SOCIAL SECURITY

27,500

34,500

+ 7,000

A

PUBLIC EMP. RETIREMENT

27,500

29,500

+ 2,500

m

EMPLOYEES INSURANCE

11,700

12,700

+ 1,000

61

CONTINGENT EXPENSE

3,900

15,500

+11,600

$3

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

4,300

5,800

+ 1,500

(

64,400
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FISCAL YEAR 1977 - 78
RECEIPTS:
ESTIMATE

REVISED

POLICE FINES & COST

20,000

26,300

+ 6,300

CIVIC BENEFITS

18,000

26,800

+ 8,800

184,000

200,000

+16,000

42,000

60,000

+18,000

190,000

200,000

+10,000

RECREATION

6,000

4,000

- 2,000

BUILDIING PERMITS

2,700

10,000

+ 7,300
64,400

GROSS SALES
UTILITIES
MUNICIPAL SERVICE

DIFFERENCE

Mr. Melton made a motion that these revisions be
approved, and be sent to the state tax department. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the
motion passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

I

Councilman Miller had no reports.
Councilman Hughart had no reports

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
Dr. Allen had no reports.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
no reports.

Councilman at Large

Councilman Dr. Cassell had

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey wanted to
know if a letter had been written to United Dodge in reference
to the complaint of weed and grass at United Dodge made by
Mr. M. T. Raynes who resides at 121 Hillside Drive. Mayor
Gibson stated that he had not written the letter.
Councilman Bailey asked what had been done up on
Old County Road where the motorcycles were using the road
for a drag strip. Chief Bradley of the Police Department
stated they were trying to send extra patrol up there.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
Large Pennington had no reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:
Karnes had no reports.

Councilman at

Councilman at Large

I
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Someone in the audience who had previously
been heard several times during the meeting held up his
hand and wanted to have the floor again.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed with two
cojjfltrTlmen voting against adjournment.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 11, 1978
The meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on July 11, 1978, at 8:00 p.m. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton, City
Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie
Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
William D. Gibson, Mayor. Mayor Gibson, on behalf of the
elected officials, welcomed each one present. The invocation
was given by Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman for Ward III.

I

APPROVAL OF JUNE 20, 1978, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman
Bailey made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.
STREET AND TRAFFIC REPORT REGARDING A PROBLEM AS
EXPLAINED BY MRS. CHARLES BROWN, 206 FIRST AVENUE, SOUTH, AND
MRS. VINCENT PONTIER, 217 FREDERICK STREET, NITRO:
Councilman at Large Dr.Allen,Chairman of the
Street and Traffic Committee, stated that they had talked
to the owner of the business establishment there and that
he did want to cooperate, and that he wanted to pave around
the building. The owner had requested that Appalachian
Power Company take down one of the guy lines so that there
would be better access into the parking area at the rear of
the building.
Councilman Hughart stated there was a real drainage
problem there. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that a
ditch line had been filled in and that another ditch would
have to be dug to take care of the problem. Councilman
Hughart said that the owner said that large trucks had been
parking there but they were not tractor trailer trucks.
REQUEST TO USE CITY RECREATION BUILDING FOR CLUB
MEETINGS THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH BY THE WHITE DOVE
NUMBER 1 DEGREE OF POCAHONTAS , A LOCAL WOMAN' S GROUP:

I
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Chairman of the
Business and Civic Betterment Committee, stated that he had
talked to Mrs. Kilgore but he didn't make a commitment, and
because the City was to have a new Parks and Recreational
Director, in the near future, Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion to keep this request in Committee, until the new
Recreation Director has an opportunity to get orientated. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and passed
unanimously.

I

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF JUNE 27, 1978, AND
JULY 11, 1978, AT 7:00 P.M., IN REFERENCE TO PROPOSED REZONING :
Councilman at Large Karnes, member of the Planning
Commission stated that they did not have a quorum at either
meeting and therefore did no business and that another meeting
will be scheduled.
Mayor Gibson stated that three members of the Planning
Commission were from Ward IV, two from Ward III, and three from
Ward I. He said that there were two more that should be
appointed to the Planning Commission, further that he felt that
both appointments should be made from Ward II because Ward II
was not represented on the Planning Commission.
Mayor Gibson appointed Mr. James E. Landers of #22
Tim-Mar Heights to the Planning Commission to replace Mr. Lloyd
Hart who had resigned.

I

Councilman Hughart made a motion to comfirm Mayor
Gibson's appointment of Mr. James E. Landers to the Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, the
motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson appointed Mr. Arthur F. Whaples, Jr.,
who resides at 1823 18th Street to the Planning Commission.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to confirm Mayor Gibson's
appointment of Arthur F. M&aples, Jr., to the Planning Commission.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, the motion passed
by a unanimous vote.
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, introduced and explained
a resolution in reference to the amended, recently enacted by
the State Legislature regarding Open Governemntal Proceeding
Act (Sunshine Law).
THE RESOLUTION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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RESOLUTION NO.
Whereas Chapter 6, Article 9A, et seq., of the
West Virginia Code of 1931 as amended (otherwise known as
the Open Governmental Proceeding Act) was amended by the
West Virginia Legislature on March 11, 1978 and said Amendment was to be effective ninety days from its passage, and
Whereas, such amendement of said act provided in
Section Three (3) that "Each governing body shall promulgate
rules by which the time and place of all regularly scheduled
meetings and the time, place and purpose of all special
meetings are made available, in advance, to the public and
news media, except in the event of an emergency requiring

I

immediate official action.", and
Whereas, the City of Nitro would constitute and
fall within the scope of the definition of a "governing body"
as provided in section One (1), subsection Three (3) of
said act,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council
does hereby promulgate the following rules and regulation in
compliance with the mondate of the Open Governmental Proceedings
Act as amended and providing for reasonable advance notice of
meetings by this body:
1.

A notice shall be posted by the Municipal

Recorder at the front door fo the Nitro City Hall the time

I

and place fixed for holding of regularly scheduled sessions.
If a particular regularly scheduled session is cancelled, a
notice of such cancellation shall be posted at the front door
of the City Hall.
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2.

A notice shall be posted by the Municipal Recorder

I

at the front door of the Nitro City Hall at least two days before
a special session to be held, stating the time, place, and purpose
for which such special session shall be held.

If the special

session is cancelled, a notice of such cancellation shall be
posted at the front door of the City Hall.
Passed by majority vote of Council the 11 day of July,
1978.

MAYOR

MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to accept
the resolution as read.

The motion was seconded by Councilman at

Large Karnes, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Chief Bradely introduced the two police officers who
had been promoted to the rank of Sergeant, Sergeant Shelby
Harrison and Sergeant John Johnson.
Mayor Gibson presented the Sergeant's badges to Mrs.
Jo Ann Harrison and Mrs. Yevone Johnson and stated they would
do the honors and pin the badges on their husband's uniforms.
Mayor Gibson announced that the hump on 21st Street
(caused by a slide) had been removed by the West Virginia Dept.
of Highways with more work yet to be performed.

Councilman at

Large Dr. Allen stated that Mayor Gibson had been very instrumental in accomplishing this.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence will be in the supplement file to the
minutes).
1.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 14,

1978, from the Honorable John D. Rockefeller, IV, in reference
to Mayor Gibson's proposal for $2,500 in Federal matching funds
for the City of Nitro, and informing him this had been approved.
Mayor Gibson stated that this was for a "Jaws of Life."
2.

Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter dated

June 22, 1978, to Mr. Cottrill from Danny E. Warner, Appalachian
Engineers, Inc., in reference to the proposed Nitro landfill,
Elm Street - Hickory Street area.

I

3.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 22,

1978, from Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority.
Enclosed was the copy of the Agreement of Participation.
4.

Mayor Gibson read a mailgram sent June 26,

1978, sent by Mayor Gibson to Mrs. E. E. Rogers on her
99th birthday.
5.

Mayor Gibson received the minutes of the

Nitro Lions Little League from Mr. Alvin Hicks on June 22,
1978.
6.

A letter had been sent to the former Recreation

Director, Mr. Jack Eastwood, dated June 28, 1978, from Mr.
Ronald C. Casabella, Assistant Director of the Bluegrass

I

Chapter, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Room 208, 1951 Bishop
Lane, Louisville, KY 40218.

This was in reference to their

request to conduct a Bike-A-Thon this fall in Nitro.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this request to the Recreation Committee.

I

The motion

was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion
passed unanimously.
Councilman Bailey resolved that a letter of
sympathy be sent to the Honorable John D, Rockefeller, IV,
Governor of West Virginia, due to the loss of his father.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Cassell and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CITY RECORDER MELTON:

Mr. Melton, City Recorder,

had no reports.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

Councilman Miller expressed

I

his appreciation to Mr. Gene Williams, Director of Public
Works, on his immediate action to eliminate the danger at
the Smith Street landfill.

He stated that there was more

work to be done but he was grateful for what has been
accomplished thus far.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart referred a
request for a street light on 18th Street between First
Avenue and Second Avenue to the Street Light Committee.
Councilman Hughart asked if the Building Inspector
was supposed to police construction sites.

He stated that

it was repoted to him that on 21st Street, on the proposed
site for a "Mini MalL". that a dangerous situation exists.
He said that it was reported there is a large hole beside the
sidewalk there, and at the alley there is a three foot drop
and there is no fence there.

H
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Mayor Gibson stated that this would be checked out.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

Councilman at Large

Dr. Allen stated that the City needed an ordinance in
reference to the building sites of contractors.

He said the

contractors should remove the debris from the sites or be
required to pay for the removal if the City removes the debris.
He referred an ordinance to Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, and
requested he come up with something that would be applicable
for the City of Nitro.
Mr. Cottrill, stated that he didn't feel an
ordinance was necessary.

He said that, in fact, it is a

violation of the City Code for the contractor to leave the

I

debris.

However, after more discussion it was decided that

the matter should be looked into further.
Councilman Dr. Cassell said that there should be
a limit imposed on the amount of trash the average citizen
puts out for pick and an extra charge for special pick-up
of trash.

He stated that he felt sure the Ordinance Committee

and Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney could come up with something
that would be applicable.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that he and
Councilman Hughart had gone into the area of Dunbar Supply
and Sash, (located at 800 Firest Avenue, South) and asked
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, if it would be possible to block

I

off the open end of a dead-end street (Michigan Avenue, South).
Mr. Cottrill said, "I could not give you an answer now."
Dr. Allen stated that he wanted Mr. Cottrill to see the
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location, if he could.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that the
first preferance would be to close the open end of

I

Michigan Avenue, South, making it a dead-end street and
the second preferance would be for Dunbar Supply and Sash
to use another entrance.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that the
gentleman had asked about a street (Kanawha Avenue, South)
across the railroad and that the Raleigh Junk Company had
fenced it off.

Dr. Allen said that as far as he could

determine there was no street, but this would have to be
no
researched. Mr. Cottrill said that a tax map was inAway
evidence, and that he thought that the City had an original
plat.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

Councilman Dr. Cassell

I

had no reports.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated that
a street light had been requested by Mr. Henry Brown at
1423 Sattes Circle.
Councilman Bailey introduced several people from
Ward IV.

Mrs. Harper who resides at 311 Michigan Avenue, South,

stated that Mr. Goldberg or an employee of his, today had a bull
dozer down below where he had put a fence across Michigan
Avenue, South.

She said they were grading that all out and had

pushed it out next to the highway and that when the water gets
up between her house and First Avenue there is no way out.
"You have to almost swim out," she said.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES : Councilman at Large
Karnes , Chairman of the Consumer Protection Committee, asked
that Chief Hedrick of the Fire Department check out abandoned
or temporarily abandoned fuel tanks within the City to see if
they are in compliance with the State and City Code.
Mayor Gibson stated he would like permission to
get approximately 18 to 24 signs to erect within the City
which would read as follows :
M A X I M U M

$500.

F I N E
TO

L I T T E R

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to

I

get and erect the signs within the City.

The motion was

seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, the motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to get and
erect signs within the City reading "Please Deposit Litter In
Cans" or to that effect, and locate cans throughout the City.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment, the motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
the__motion passed by unanimous vote.

MAYOR

I

7

MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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339

I

NITRO CITY C O U N C I L M E E T I N G
J U L Y 18,

1978

The Nitro City C o u n c i l Meeting was h e l d in the
C o u n c i l Chambers on July 18, 1978, at 8:00 P.M. Present
were the Honorable W i l l i a m D. G i b s o n , Mayor, Tom Melton,
City Recorder, Donald Karnes, C o u n c i l m a n at Large, Dr. R.
V. A l l e n , C o u n c i l m a n at Large, Dean M i l l e r , C o u n c i l m a n ,
Romie Hughart, C o u n c i l m a n , Dr. Guy C a s s e l l , C o u n c i l m a n , and
Gus Bailey, C o u n c i l m a n . Layton C o t t r i l l , City Attorney,
and Mel Pennington, C o u n c i l m a n at Large, were absent.
The meeting was c a l l e d to order by the Honorable
W i l l i a m D. G i b s o n , Mayor. Mayor G i b s o n c a l l e d upon C o u n c i l man Bailey for the invocation.
A P P R O V A L OF JULY 1 1 , 1978, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each C o u n c i l m a n had received a
copy of the minutes for their review. C o u n c i l m a n Bailey made
a motion the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes, the motion passed u n a n i m o u s l y .

I

APPROVAL OF J U N E - 1978 F I N A N C I A L STATEMENT:
City Recorder Melton stated that due to circumstances
beyond his control, the F i n a n c i a l Statement was not ready. City
Recorder Melton made a motion this be tabled until the next
C o u n c i l Meeting. C o u n c i l m a n at Large Dr. A l l e n seconded the
motion, the motion carried unanimously.
C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes, Vice President of the
P l a n n i n g Commission, stated that the P l a n n i n g Commission had
taken the Resolution w h i c h was adopted by City C o u n c i l , June
1, 1978, under advisement and had also considered the pros
and cons of the proposed ordinance introduced on June 1, 1978.
C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes stated that the P l a n n i n g
Commission concurred with City C o u n c i l in p r i n c i p a l , but
recommended that the up-river boundary be adjusted to i n c l u d e
the property owned by Mr. W. B r a u n l i n from the railroad over
and across State Route 25, thereby taking in the b u i l d i n g w h i c h
once upon a time housed Rutledge's Grocery and across the Old
County Road up the right hand side of Hog Pen Hollow to the
corporate l i m i t boundary.

I

Mr. Karnes, C o u n c i l m a n at Large, further stated that
the P l a n n i n g Commission had looked the area over very closely
and it is the P l a n n i n g Commission's recommendation that the
meets and bounds be changed as o u t l i n e d or described in the
revised ordinance as follows:
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R E V I S E D O R D I N A N C E AS REQUESTED BY THE NITRO P L A N N I N G COMMISSION:
O R D I N A N C E NO

DATE

I

INTRODUCED BY:
A N O R D I N A N C E D I V I D I N G ZONING AREA DISTRICT N U M B E R
EIGHTEEN (18) AS SHOWN ON THE " O F F I C I A L O R D I N A N C E MAP" ON
FILE IN THE O F F I C E OF THE ZONING O F F I C E R , CITY OF NITRO AND
CREATING THEREFROM A NEW DISTRICT HEREAFTER TO BE KNOWN AS
ZONING DISTRICT N U M B E R TWENTY (20) AND F U R T H E R P R O V I D I N G
FOR CLASS "B-2", CENTRAL BUSINESS USE DESIGNEDATED AS PRES C R I B E D IN A R T I C L E 9 SECTION 901 ET SEQ OF THE "CITY OF NITRO
ZONING O R I N D N A C E " ADOPTED, OCTOBER 6, 1970, BY THE CITY C O U N C I L
OF NITRO AND INCORPORATED BY R E F E R E N C E IN CHAPTER TWENTY TWO OF
THE CODE OF THE CITY OF N I T R O , WEST V I R G I N I A : SAID O R D I N A N C E IN
NO WAY SHALL AFFECT THE CURRENT ZONING OF THE R E M A I N I N G AREA OF
ZONING A R E A DISTRICT 18, NOW DESIGNATED "R-3" M O B I L E HOMES AND
MOBILE HOME PARKS. THAT PORTION OF AREA 18 LYING SOUTH OF THE
B E F O R E D E S C R I B E D AREA 20 SHALL BE R E D E S I G N A T E D AS A R E A #21
(ZONING AREA R-3)

THEREFORE BE IT O R D A I N E D BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO,
WEST V I R G I N I A , that Zoning District Number 18 be d i v i d e d and
the hereinafter described new d i s t r i c t be created and enumerated
Zoning Area District 20 with zoning use designation of "B-2",
central business and designated as such in the "Official
Zoning Map" in accordance with the following description. That
portion of area 18 lying south of the before described Area 20
s h a l l be resdesignated as Area #21.
AREA 20 (Zoning Area B-2)
B e g i n n i n g at a point in the northerly right-of-way
of the Consolidated Railroad Company right-of-way line (formerly
known as Penn Central Corp.) and the common corners of Area 15
and 16; thence North 32 degree 42' East - 740 feet + to the
Nitro Corporation l i n e ; thence with the Nitro Corporation l i n e ,
south 37' East 977 feet + ; thence South 77 degrees 01' East
1500 feet +_ to the center of "Hog Pen Branch"; thence in a
southerly direction with said branch 450 feet +_; thence in an
easterly direction 150 feet j^ to a point in the center of Old
County Road; thence in a southerly direction 125 feet +_ to the
centerline of WV Route 25; thence with the center of WV Route 25
in an easterly direction 155 feet _+; thence in a southerly
direction 335 feet +_ to the northerly right-of-way l i n e of the
Consolidated R a i l r o a d Company, said l i n e b e i n g the common boundaries
of properties presently owned by E. M i t c h e l l , W. Braunlin and D.
Osborne;: thence\vrkth the aforementioned Con-Rail right-of-way
l i n e in a westerly direction 3950 feet, more or less, to the point
of beginning. All being a portion of Area 18 shown on the zoning
map of tn-e/CiVy or Nitro. That portion of Area 18 lying south of
The before described Area 20 shall be redesignated as Area 21
(Zoning Area R-3).

I
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Passed by C o u n c i l t h i s

1978.

TO'M MELTON", MUNICIPAL RECORDER
The motion was seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Dr. Cassell .
C o u n c i l m a n B a i l e y stated that Layton C o t t r i l l , C ity Attorney,
had stated that if any business organization in the spectrum
of the B-2 rating c o u l d , if q u a l i f i e d or you mee t the criteria
according to City O r d i n a n c e and State Law, c o u l d in fact
e s t a b l i s h a b u s i n e s s of any kind. C o u n c i l m a n Ba iley stated
this concerned h i m , if his u n d e r s t a n d i n g was rig ht, City C o u n c i l
would have no control whatsoever. On this b a s i s , I c o u l d not
really vote, not necessarily on the change, and I recognize the
need for monies, but if my understanding is righ t, many
businesses of l i g h t nature c o u l d be offensive, a nd there would
be very l i t t l e the City could do about it, under the City
Ordinance as it now exists.

I

C o u n c i l m a n Hughart stated he could understand C o u n c i l man B a i l e y ' s concern but the City did have some control and
reflected on one b u s i n e s s that had been closed by the City.
Councilman Hughart stated business could be p o l i c e d and he felt
the City did h a v e some control. He stated that he wanted the
residents to be assured they were not in jeopardy.
A d i s c u s s i o n followed by the C o u n c i l m e n of several
aspects of the re-zoning and the control the City had over the
type b u s i n e s s e s that operate w i t h i n the corporate l i m i t s .
City Recorder Melton read Chapter 12, Section 2,
Paragraph 3 of the Nitro City Code, p e r t a i n i n g to the control
the City had in i s s u i n g City License to new b u s i n e s s e s .
C o u n c i l m a n B a i l e y stated that the people in his Ward,
(Ward IV) had very strong f e e l i n g s in regard to t h i s , p a r t i c u l a r l y
because of the action of the Zoning A p p e a l s Board, h a v i n g turned
down the a p p l i c a t i o n of the Citizen's N a t i o n a l Bank of St. A l b a n s ,
and then shortly thereafter, they are confronted with a rezoning
w h i c h I supported. C o u n c i l m a n B a i l e y stated some of the
residents were present and if it were in order, he would l i k e
for them to have an opportunity to express themselves.

I

Margaret Hudson, spokeswoman for the residents stated,
I have mixed feelings about the v o t i n g on part of their recommendation, before you get the total recommendation. If they are
recommending change in boundary, you are getting the report
piece-meal, they did that, now your are going to do something else
C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes stated t h i s had to be done
in order to have the P u b l i c Hearing.
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Mrs. Hudson stated that she understood that, but
it was l i k e a piece-meal t h i n g . She said it was a real shame it
hinged on the bank and that is what brought it all to a head.
That if the bank people had come and talked to some of the people
that l i v e in that area, they could have avoided this whole mess.
It was rammed down your throats, instead of saying, if we b u i l d
this, we want to do t h i s , and t h i s is where it has to be, how
can we b u i l d this and get a l o n g with you a l l , but that wasn't
the way it was handled. I think these people would concur with
me, we don't have anything a g a i n s t the bank.
Mayor Gibson stated
out of order but when you say
know about u n t i l they h a p p e n .
good as out h i n d s i g h t " , there

I

he didn't want to sound smart or
"if". These are t h i n g we don't
As in "If our foresight was as
would be all kind of changes made.

Mrs. Hudson stated that she was 110% sure, if the bank
had come over and talked to the people in that area, this whole
mess c o u l d have been a v o i d e d .
Mayor Gibson asked if everyone understood the motion,
everyone seemed to understand the motion. There were no questions
and a vote was taken on a m e n d i n g the proposed ordinance and
Resolution No. 185. The motion carried with Councilman Bailey
a b s t a i n i n g and C o u n c i l m a n M i l l e r voting against the amendment.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated he had one other
t h i n g to b r i n g before C o u n c i l , and it was also in the minutes
of the Nitro P l a n n i n g Commission Meeting. The P l a n n i n g Commission
would like for Council to work along,with them on getting the
road straightened out on Route 25 at 21st Street, and the City
to try to acquire the plot of property situated between Bank
Street and First Avenue and 20th and 21st Street. C o u n c i l m a n at
Large Karnes stated this w o u l d make a sizeable parking lot for the
citizens of Nitro.

I

C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes made a motion that this be
placed in the B u s i n e s s and C i v i c Betterment Committee. C o u n c i l m a n
Hughart seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously.
Mayor G i b s o n brought to the attention of C o u n c i l the
following correspondence. (Photostatic copies are in the supplement f i l e to the m i n u t e s of this meeting).
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter over the signature of
Charles L. M i l l e r , C o m m i s s i o n , West V i r g i n i a Department of Highways,
dated July 5, 1978, in reference to the traffic s i g n a l of WV Route
25. The letter stated the signal had been completed by the contractor
and accepted by the Department of Highways.

I
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2. Mayor G i b s o n had received a letter dated July 1 1 ,
1978, over the signature of A l v i n H i c k s , President of the Nitro
Lions Little League, c o m p l i m e n t i n g the City on the improvements
made at Nitro City Park.
3. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter
directed to Leo J. Bradley, Nitro Chief of Police, dated J u l y 14,
1978, over the signature of Don Karnes, C o u n c i l m a n at Large,
C o m p l i m e n t i n g Officer Wesley H i l l on his alertness and action, in
a matter that was of initial interest to Mr. Karnes.
4. Mayor Gibson had sent a m a i l g r a m to Governor John D.
Rockefeller, IV, in an expression of sympathy on the loss of his
father, John D. Rockefeller, I I I .
5. Mayor Gibson received a complimentary letter from
Arley K. Cravens, Paster of the Nitro Church of God, on the
p o l i c e escorts for funerals.
6.
a brochure on
of Hurricane,
in i n i t i a t i n g

I

Mayor Gibson brought to the attention of C o u n c i l
Garbage and Trash C o l l e c t i o n Service for the City
the Mayor felt this could be h e l p f u l to the City
a similar type program for Nitro.

Mayor Gibson brought to the attention of C o u n c i l , the
problems that are being caused by one of the older p o l i c e cruisers
that has over 87,000 m i l e s on it. The Mayor stated that the funds
had been appropriated for a new one, and he felt that Council may
be wanting to put out b i d s for a new 1979 cruiser.
C o u n c i l m a n Dr. Cassell made a motion that this be placed
in the hands of the Police Department Committee. Councilman
Bailey seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
Mayor G i b s o n stated each C o u n c i l m a n had specifications
for a new communication system in the Fire Department. He
further stated that it had been placed in the hands of the Fire
Department Committee.
C o u n c i l m a n Hughart, Member of the Fire Department
Committee, stated that the present siren system was not very
efficient, it had frozen up twice d u r i n g the winter and w o u l d n ' t
go off, it needed to be replaced and it was over twenty years o l d .
Further it would cost over $10,000 to replace it. The new pager
system that had been recommended would cost approximately $5,000,
it would do away with the siren. C o u n c i l m a n Hughart stated the
pager system had several codes that could be used, w h i c h would
be advantageous to the Fire Department.

I

C o u n c i l m a n Hughart made a motion to advertise for
"Sealed B i d s " on the new communication system for the Fire
Department, to be opened at the regularly scheduled Council Meeting
on August 15, 1978.
C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes seconded the motion and the
motion carried u n a n i m o u s l y .
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Councilman Hughart stated, as a member of the Fire
Department Committee, he would l i k e to b r i n g back to C o u n c i l , a
request from the Fire Chief, to paint large yellow arrows in the
streets i n d i c a t i n g the location of fire hydrants. C o u n c i l m a n
Hughart e x p l a i n e d the advantages of the arrows and the beneficial
effectiveness they would have for the efficiency of the Fire
Department.

I

C o u n c i l m a n Hughart made a motion to have the arrows
painted on the streets.
The motion was seconded by C o u n c i l m a n Bailey and carried
unanimously.
M A Y O R GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CITY RECORDER MELTON:
reports or new business.

City Recorder Melton had no

C O U N C I L M A N M I L L E R : C o u n c i l m a n M i l l e r stated he would again
l i k e to explain why he voted "No." on the revision of the amendment
of the ordinance or Resolution No. 185. "I voted no, because I felt
that had the thing not come so quickly on the heels of a 'turn down'
on the Citizens N a t i o n a l Bank, had it not come so q u i c k l y , I am for
business, I hope the papers, the rest of the C o u n c i l m e n and the
Mayor, don't get the idea I am not for business, I am for business
and this City needs business in the worst way, but some how it just
sort of smacked me the wrong way. So I votes against it."

I

C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes asked C o u n c i I m a n Mi 11er, If he
voted no because it came on the heels of that or because he
thought the d e c i s i o n was wrong, that is the only q u e s t i o n I have,
when we have a d e c i s i o n to make it should be made in the best
interest of the City, and that is one reason I was d i s a p p o i n t e d
in that, I t h i n k everybody has a right to their vote, but I t h i n k
if you are saying you voted "no" because it was on the heels of
something else, then that is wrong, in my o p i n i o n .
Councilman M i l l e r stated he didn't think we should
pretend that the Citizen's National Bank d i d n ' t have a part in it
I think had we pretended it had not, then I wouldn't had any
problem voting for it.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated that the
Fire Department had made a request to the Street and Traffic
Committee to make some of the streets in Nitro one-way-streets.
The first being Lock Street to Boundry Street, Boundry Street to
Layne Avenue, Layne Avenue to Lock Street. The reason for this
request is that the streets are very narrow and there is parking
on both sides, m a k i n g it i m p o s s i b l e for a fire truck to get
through. Also, Layne Avenue is to narrow and close to the railroad tracks to make a r i g h t turn.

I

345

I

C o u n c i l m a n H u g h a r t stated he knew there would be
opposition to this request but suggested that the City have
a trial period for approximately three (3) months and then
make a d e c i s i o n on whether to leave it or to find a better
solution.
Mayor G i b s o n stated as far as he knew, this had to
be done by passing an ordinance, it would have to be advertised.
He further stated if that area was going to be considered, that
there were several other areas that needed to be considered too.
C o u n c i l m a n Hughart stated he did have one more that
needed to be considered, w h i c h was 20th Street. He stated that
the Fire Department had requested that 20th Street be made oneway from Second Avenue to First Avenue. The reason b e i n g the
Fire Truck could leave the station with more expediency and it
would p r o v i d e a c o n t i n u a l fire lane. He stated, a g a i n , he knew
there would be o p p o s i t i o n but he w o u l d l i k e to try it for a
period of time.

I

C o u n c i l m a n H u g h a r t stated there was another area from
31st Street to 40th Street on Second Avenue. This is a very
congested area, with cars parking on both sides of the street.
C o u n c i l m a n Hughart stated for efficiency of traffic flow and
safety factors i n v o l v e d that he felt this would be b e n e f i c i a l
to the City.
A d i s c u s s i o n followed on m a k i n g the streets one-way,
how it would effect traffic and the advantages and disadvantages.
It was decided to continue this u n t i l the C o u n c i l could get
a d v i c e from City Attorney, Layton C o t t r i l l , on the ordinance.
C O U N C I L M A N AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: C o u n c i l m a n at Large
Dr. A l l e n had no reports or new business, but he would l i k e for
the Mayor to give a progress report on the condition on 21st
Street.
Mayor G i b s o n stated that he had been a d v i s e d by one
of the Supervisors, that was in charge of the work on 21st Street
of removing the h u m p , he informed me that the West V i r g i n i a Department of Highways intended to come back and extend it approximately
40 feet further up 21st Street, because there is s t i l l a large
slant there and move some of the slag into the new area r e s u l t i n g
from the proposed construction. They want to get the road as
level as p o s s i b l e , they feel they are g o i n g to have some drainage
problems otherwise.
Mayor Gibson stated he had received a
telephone call from the foreman stating that they were going to
come back and f i n i s h the job as soon as p o s s i b l e .

I

C O U N C I L M A N DR. CASSELL:
no reports or new business.

C o u n c i l m a n Dr. Cassell had
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COUNCILMAN B A I L E Y : C o u n c i l m a n Bailey stated that he had
received several c o m p l a i n t s about h i g h water b l o c k i n g M i c h i g a n A v e n u e ,
South, and Cleveland Avenue. C o u n c i l m a n Bailey stated that Mr.
W i l l i a m s , Director of P u b l i c Works, had the p i p e to take care of
this, but he was w a i t i n g on the back-hoe, but he would l i k e for
Mr. W i l l i a m s to have it taken care of as soon as possible.

I

C O U N C I L M A N AT LARGE KARNES: C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes
stated that he knew the residents and some of the Councilmen felt
that the re-zoning was caused by the Citizen's N a t i o n a l Bank, and
he would say that it happened when it happened because of the b a n k ,
but the town in the last few months had changed. We have pretty
much a f u l l time B u i l d i n g Inspector now, and he is d o i n g an outstanding job on p o l i c i n g the b u i l d i n g that is being done. This
re-zoning would have happened and should have happened long ago.
He further stated that the P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n had q u i t e a few
places on the agenda to consider.
C o u n c i l m a n at Large Karnes made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and
passed u n a n i m o u s l y .

TOM M E L T O N , M U N I C I P A L R E C O R D E R

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 1, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 1, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. City Attorney
Layton Cottrill and Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen were
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Miller. Councilman at Large Pennington reported that Reverend
Wilbur Turner was unable to attend Council Meeting because he
has had a mild stroke and is a patient at Thomas Memoral Hospital.

I

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES JULY 18, 1978:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the minutes for their review. Councilman Hughart made a motion
the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Bailey, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Mr. Melton,
City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, made a
motion the June 1978 Financial Statement be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he had not received
the statement in time to review it and he, therefore, abstained
from voting.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 24 1978:
CounciIman at Large Karnes, Vice President of the Planning
Commission, stated that the Planning Commission had decided
to furnish Council with the minutes of each Planning Commission
Meeting.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that the Planning
Commission had adopted a resolution in regard to the amended
Open Governmental Proceeding Act (Sunshine Law), and they were
in compliance with the State Code.

I
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Councilman at Large Karnes stated that a member of
the Board of Education had been invited to a meeting to
supply information on the Nitro Junior High School and Nitro
High School! exchanging locations.

I

Councilman at Large Karnes informed Council that
Mr. Fred Whaples had resigned, and there was a vacancy on
the Planning Commission.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 31, 1978:
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that this was not a
formal meeting, but, in fact, a field trip in reference to
zoning.
He announced that the next meeting of the Planning
Commission would be Monday, August 7th at 7:30 p.m.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to have
the first reading on the proposed amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance Dated October 6, 1970, as recommended by the
Nitro Planning Commission, and authorize Class I publication
of a notice in the local newspaper of a public hearing to be
held for the citizens of Nitro,which would be held in the
Council Chambers on September 11, 1978 at 7:30 p.m.

I

The first reading of the amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance dated October 6, 1970, as recommended by the
Nitro Planning Commission is as follows:

I
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O R D I N A N C E NO
I M R C P U C E D BY:

I

L.K O R D I N A N C E D I V I D I N G Z O N I N G A R E A D I S T R I C T M X B E R
F'G'-'TEEN (18) AS SHOWN ON THE " O F F I C I A L O R D I N A N C E M A P " ON
F I L E IN T H E O F F I C E O F T H E Z O N I N G O F F I C E R , C I T Y O F N I T R O A N D
C R E A T I N G T H E R E F R O M A NEW D I S T R I C T H E R E A F T E R TO BE KNOWN AS

ZON'ING D I S T R I C T N U M B E R T W E N T Y (20) AND F U R T H E R P R O V I D I N G
FOR C1ASS "8-2", C E N T R A L B U S I N E S S USE D E S 1 G N E D A T E D AS P R E S C R I B E D IN A R T I C 1 E 9 S E C T I O N 901 ET SEQ OF THE " C l l Y OF N I T R O
Z O N I N G O R I N D N A C E " A D O P T E D , OCTOBER 6, 19ZO, BY I HE C l l Y C O U N C I L
OF' N I T R O AND I N C O R P O R A T E D BY R E F E R E N C E IN C H A P T E R T W E N T Y TWO OF
THF CODE OF THE CITY OF N H R O , WEST V I R G I N I A : SAID O R D I N A N C E IN
"(1 l-'^Y SHALL A F F E C T THE C U R R E N T Z O N I N G OF THE R E M A I N I N G A R E A OF
Z O N I N G <\R"EA D I S T R I C T is, NOW DESIGNATED " R - 3 " MOBILE HOMES AND
M O B I L E HOME PARKS. - T H A T P O R T I O N OF AREA 18 L Y I N G SOUTH OF THE
B E F O R E D E S C R I B E D A R E A 20 SHALL BE R E D E S I G N A T E D AS A R E A £21
( Z O N I N G A R E A R-3)

I

I

T H E R E F O R E BE IT O R D A I N E D BY THE CITY C O U N C I L OF N I T R O ,
VEST V I R G I N I A , that Zoning District Number 18 be d i v i d e d and
the h e r e i n a f t e r d e s c r i b e d new d i s t r i c t be created and e n u m e r a t e d
Z o n i n g A r e a D i s t r i c t 20 w i t h z o n i n g use d e s i g n a t i o n of "8-2",
central b u s i n e s s and d e s i g n a t e d as such in the "Official
Z o n i n g M a p " i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n . That
p o r t i o n of area 18 l y i n g south of the before d e s c r i b e d Area 20
shall be r e s d e s i g n a t e d as Area £21.
A R E A 20 ( Zj3nj_n_g__A_re_a__J3.^2_)_
B e g i n n i n g at a p o i n t in the northerly r i g h t - o f - w a y
of the C o n s o l i d a t e d R a i l r o a d Company right-of-way l i n e (formerly
V n o w n as Penn Central Corp.) and the common corners of Area 15
and 1 6 - thence North 32 degree 42' East - 740 feet + to the
N i t r o C o r p o r a t i o n l i n e ; t h e n c e w i t h t h e N i t r o Corporation l i n e ,
s o u i h 37' E a s t 977 feet -; t h e n c e South 77 degrees 01' East
1500 feet + to the center of "Hog Pen Branch"; thence in a
southerly " d i r e c t i o n w i t h s a i d b r a n c h 450 feet + ; thence in an
e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n 150 feet + to a p o i n t in the center of Old
Co'jnty R o a d ; thence in a southerly d i r e c t i o n 125 feet + to the
r e n t e r l i n e of WV R o u t e 25; t h e n c e w i t h the c e n t e r of W'V Route 25
in an easterly d i r e c t i o n 155 fo«t *; t h e n c e in a southerly
d i r e c t i o n 335 feet + to the n o r t h e r l y r i g h t - o f - w a y l i n e of the
C o n s o l i d a t e d Railro'ad C o m p a n y , s a i d l i n e b e i n g t h e common b o u n d a r i e
of properties presently owned by E. M i t c h e l l , W. Braunlin and D.
Osborne • thence w i t h the a f o r e m e n t i o n e d C o n - R a i l r i g h t - o f - w a y
l i n e in a westerly d i r e c t i o n 30SO feet, more or less, to the p o i n t
of b e g i n n i n g . All b e i n g a p o r t i o n of Area 13 shown on the zoning
m o p of the City of N i t r o . T h a t p o r t i o n of Area 18 l y i n g south of
the before described Area 20 shall be redesignated as Area 21
(Zoning Area R-3).
Passed by Council this 1st day of August,

WILLIAM DT GIBSON, MAYOR

1978.

" " TOM HELTON, RECORDER"
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
Councilman Hughart stated that St. Albans had
decided to have their own Humane Officer. Nitro, Dunbar,
and St. Albans have had a Tri-City arrangement. Now plans
are for Dunbar and Nitro to have a Twin-City arrangement,
and there will be an increase in cost. Mayor Gibson stated
that Mayor Leone felt that Nitro and Dunbar should buy
St. Albans' share of the truck.

I

Mr. Melton, City Recorder stated that the expense
for the Humane Officer was $5,800 each year for Nitro's
share now. Under the Twin-City arrangement Nitro will be
paying an additional one half which would be $2,900.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept the offer of Dunbar and have a Twin-City arrangement
between Dunbar and Nitro, and deal with the same amount of
salary for the Humane Officer with Nitro paying one half
instead of one third.
The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting, Council
had received copies of the following correspondence: (Copies
of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement file
to the minutes.)
1. Mr. Gene Williams, Public Works Director,
received a letter from James L. Stover, Chief Engineer,
Rude & Associates, Inc. Consulting Engineers, 332 Sixth
Avenue, Suite One, P. 0. Box 8717 South Charleston, WV 25303
in reference to WVDOH Improvement Project, WV Route 25, from
41st Street to 36th Street. They requested information on
the existing storm sewer system.

I

2. Dated July 17, 1978 - NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY AMBULANCE
AUTHORITY, Wednesday, July 26, 1978 at 7:30 p.m.
Chief Bradley, Nitro Police Department, said
that the employees of the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance
Authority stationed at the Nitro Police Department had moved
into their new office at Lock Street and Main Avenue at
2:00 p.m. today.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Dan E. Warner,
Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
ATTACHED: description of Area 20 (Zoning Area B-2).

I
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4. Mayor Gibson and the Nitro City Council
received a letter dated July 24, 1978 in reference to
the water backing up on the street at the intersection of
N. Washington Avenue and Smith Street.
5. Mayor Gibson received a letter July 27, 1978
from Wilda Snyder, 1401 Sattes Circle, Nitro in reference
to the condition at Stadler's Greenhouse.
Councilman Hughart stated that a letter from
Mr. Gene Williams, Director of Public Works, had been
in committee several months in reference to trash pick up,
and that some action should be taken on Mr. Williams
suggestions. '.'Tsrash, junked cars, and the conditions
at various locations in Nitro were discussed, and Mayor
Gibson asked that Police Chief Bradley have one or
two policemen check out these locations, and talk to the
owners.
Locations discussed were:

I

1.

across from 100 First Avenue, South (Twin City Bible Church)
at 201 First Avenue, South,

2.

upper side of (1212 Main Avenue) where Landers Heating
and Insulating, Inc. used to be,

3.

trash at 22nd Street and Second Avenue,

4.

cars at 21st Street and Second Avenue,

5.

Dunbar Supply and Sash on Route 25 at 800 First Avenue South,

6.

six to 8 junked cars on private property on the right
as you come into Nitro from the east,

7.

weeds at 109 Main Avenue, and

8.

the abandoned service stationfctojethe intersection of
Eighth Street and First Avenue.
MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.

r^^_MELTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.
no reports.

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

no reports.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.

RECORDER

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
AUGUST 15, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 15, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
City Attorney Layton Cottrill, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman Dean Miller were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - AUGUST 1, 1978:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman Bailey made
a motion the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 7,
1978: Councilman at Large Karnes, Vice President of the Nitro
Planning Commission, highlighted the meeting, and stated that
each Councilman had received a copy of the minutes. (Copy of
the August 7, 1978 Planning Commission Minutes is in Supplement
File to the Minutes.)
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that a Public
Meeting will be held September 1, 1978 for the Citizens of
Nitro on the proposed changes in zoning for a portion of the
Riverdale Acres area. The meeting will be held in the Council
Chambers at City Hall September 1, 1978 at 7:30 p.m., unless
this meeting date is in conflict with other events of an
important nature. Mr. Karnes further stated that the next
Planning Commission Meeting will be held Monday, August 21,
1978 at 7:30 p.m.

I

SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR NEW PAGE SYSTEM FOR
FIRE_DEPARTMENT:Mr. Melton, City Recorder, stated he had
received a Tetter from General Electric stating that they must
submit a no bid because they do not manufacture the items described,
Mr. Melton stated that only one bid had been received.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen opened the sealed bid and
stated that the total bid was $8,068.50 from Motorola
Communications and Electronics Inc.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion that
the bid be referred to the Fire Department and Finance
Committee, and that they be given the authority to act.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the
motion passed by a unanimous vote.
SEALED BIDS FOR 1979 POLICE CRUISER:
stated no bids had been received"!

I

Mayor Gibson

Mayor Gibson stated there had been vandalism recently
on Park Avenue and in the area of the Nitro Swimming Pool;
street signs pulled up and thrown over the fence at the pool
into the swimming pool, lights knocked out, and some break and
enterings. Mayor Gibson suggested that two dusk-to-dawrt lights
be erected in the area of the swimming pool to alleviate the
problem.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to refer
this problem to the Recreation Committee and give them authority
to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and the
motion passed without any opposition.
Chief Leo J. Bradley of the Nitro Police Department
explained the assets of the teletype terminal, and explained
the contract between the Governor's Committee on Crime,
Delinquency and Correction and the City of Nitro.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
Mayor Gibs>on be granted the authority to sign the contract
for the rental of the Data Speed 40 Terminal for the period,
beginning July 13, 1978 and ending July 12, 1979. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson passed out Proposed Rules and Regulations
for Nitro City Pool, recommended by Rose Pontier, Manager and
John G. McGinn, Assistant. The proposed Rules and Regulations
were referred to the Recreation Committee giving them authority
to act.
Mayor Gibson stated that Nitro High School Student
Council had requested that Nitro High School be given permission
to have a Pep Rally at the parking lot across from the Nitro
Swimming Pool on Viscose Road on August 31, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.,
and they also asked that they be allowed to have a bon fire.
It is their opinion that the Nitro Band will play at the rally
which is the night before Nitro High plays their first football
game with Hurricane.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to grant
the request. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

I
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Mayor Gibson announced that the Kanawha County
Ambulance Authority is meeting Monday, August 21, 1978 at
7:30 p.m. at the corner of Smith Street and Ruffner Avenue,
in Charleston, West Virginia.
MAYOR GIBSON ASKED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
MR. MELTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey, Chairman
of the Emergency Ambulance Service Committee, stated that
there was a need for two more electric receptacles to be
installed at the ambulance headquarters at the corner of
Lock Street and Main Avenue.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
SEPTEMBER 5, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on September 5, 1978, at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Also present was Layton Cottrill, City
Attorney.

I

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 15, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF JULY 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of The Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
July, 1978 Financial Statement, and made a motion the July,
1978 Financial Statement be accepted. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS, AUGUST 14, AUGUST 21,
AND AUGUST 28, 1978:Councilman at Large Karnes, Vice President
of the Planning Commission, said that he had nothing conclusive
to report, that the Planning Commission was moving slowly and
had many things in planning. He said that several recommendations
would be forthcoming.

I

KANAWHA COUNTY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY MEETING, AUGUST 21,
1978: Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Emergency Ambulance
Service, stated that the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance
Authority Meeting was a routine business meeting. Councilman
Bailey said that it would be necessary for Mayor Gibson to send
a letter to Mr. McLaughlin Executive Director, Kanawha County
Emergency Ambulance Authority, certifying that he (Councilman
Bailey) was appointed by Nitro City Council as a representative.
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Councilman Bailey said that they could have a proxy but the
proxy would not be able to vote, that only a certified
representative could vote.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
letter be written to Mr. Mclaughlin certifying that Jtfr. Gus
Bailey was appointed by Nitro City Council as a representative.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the
motion passed.
POSSIBILITY OF ADVERTISING FOR A 1979 POLICE
CRUISER: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the
Police Committee, stated there was a need for a new police
cruiser, and made a motion to advertise for bids on a 1979 police
cruiser (trade in a 1976 Chevrolet S. No. 1X69L6W164316) with
the sealed bids to be opened the second council meeting in
October, which would be October 17, 1978. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that an ad had appeared in the
Kanawha Valley Leader (August 30 issue) in reference to the
Public Meeting on proposed rezoning of a certain area of Nitro.
The Public Meeting is scheduled September 11, 1978 at 7;30 p.m.
in the Council Chambers at Nitro City Hall. The Mayor further
stated that the letter of the law is being complied with.
Mayor Gibson stated that an ad had appeared in the
Kanawha Valley Leader in reference to the Public Meeting on
proposed street paving. The Public Meeting is scheduled
September 18, 1978 at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers at Nitro
City Hall.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
endorse both ads. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Karnes, and the motion passed without opposition.
Councilman Bailey said that inadvertently Main
Avenue, from Walker Street to Center Street had been omitted
from the list on proposed street paving, and that the right
lane of Main Avenue from Walker Street to Center Street should
be considered for repaving.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that the city
advertise for proposed street paving in the Kanawha Valiey Leader
September 13 and September 20 of the Public Hearing to be
held October 3, 1978 in conjunction with the regularly
scheduled Council Meeting October 3, 1978 at 8:00 p.m in
reference to the right lane of Main Avenue going east from
Walker Street to Center Street which was omitted from the
proposed street paving list. The motion was seconded by
Dr. R. V. Allen and the motion passed.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last Council Meeting,
Council had received copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence will be in the supplement file to the
minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson and Council received a letter
dated August 22, 1978 thanking them for their cooperation
and informing them of the amount which was contributed in
Nitro to the Kidney Foundation of West Virginia, Inc. The
letter was from Harry A. Stansbury, Jr., Executive Director
of the Kidney Foundation of West Virginia, Inc.
2. Mayor Gibson and Nitro City Council Members
received the Minutes of The Board of Zoning Appeals
Preliminary Hearing August 1, 1978, at 7:30 p.m. Nitro
City Hall.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen requested Mr. Cottrill,
City Attorney, review these Minutes of The Board of Zoning
Appeals Hearing and advise council in this instance.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that he would like for
the city attorney to tell council what powers the Board
of Zoning Appeals has.

I

3. August 17, 1978, 6:00 p.m. Nitro Lions Little
League Minutes
4. Mayor Gibson sent a letter dated August 22,
1978 to Honorable John Henson, President, Putnam County
Commission, Putnam County Courthouse, Winfield, West Virginia,
with copies going to the other commissioners in reference to
the collapsed main sewer line in the area of 4115 41st Street
going to the Sanitary Treatment Plant and the decision by
Appalachian Engineer^, Inc. and Cadle Sanitary Service that
the old line needs to be abandoned. This necessitates the
construction of a new main line for a distance of approximately
534 ft. plus 2 manholes. Mayor Gibson asked that the Putnam
County Commission pay for the construction of the new sewer
line as outlined in the letter.
Mayor Gibson stated that they were also having
problems with the main sewer line in front of Union Boiler
on Route 25. He further stated that the main sewer line
was very old and was beginning to cause several complications
which are involving large sums of money for maintenance.

I

5. The City of Nitro received a petition from
citizens in the 500 block of Michigan Avenue, South asking
that the City of Nitro take some action in their behalf
regarding the lack of cablevision service in their area
from the Kanawha Cable Vision Company.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion
a letter be written to Kanawha Cable Vision Company in this
regard. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes,
and the motion passed without opposition.
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6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated
September 2, 1978 from Nitro Jr. High Band Boosters requesting permission to have a Tag Day in Nitro on or about
September 9, 1978.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
grant their request. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
CITY RECORDER MELTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated that
Ms. Artie McCoy who resides at 200% Main Avenue had a problem.
Ms. McCoy said that the alley behind her house had become a
community junk yard, and that this is blocking the alley.
Mayor Gibson assured Ms. McCoy that a letter would be written
to the people that she stated has dumped trash there.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated the
Nitro Lions Club was having their annual Antique Car Show
Saturday, September 16, 1978. Thursday evening, September 14,
1978 would be Band Night when the junior high and the high school
would give a concert type presentation, and Friday evening,
September 15 there would be a teenage street dance.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that 21st Street
be blocked off 6-lOp.mSeptember 14 and September 15. That
September 16, 21st Street be blocked off from 6:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and that Bank Street from 21st Street to 22nd Street
also be blocked off September 16, from 6:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.
He also requested the aid of the Street Department and the
Police Department, and stated that the parade would be at
2:00 p.m September 16 and that Dr. Allen will be the parade
marshal.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson was
complimentary of the Nitro Lions Club and assured Mr. Hughart
that the City of Nitro will cooperate and assist in everyway
possible.

I

Councilman Hughart stated that this evening he had
a report that on Blake's Drive there was an open sanitary sewer
in the vicinity of the slip.
Mayor Gibson stated that two grinder pumps had been
installed and that they serviced two houses. The Mayor stated
that the matter would be checked into at an early date.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen referred to the petition which had been received
requesting that Second Avenue be made a "ONE WAY" street from
22nd Street down to 40th Street.

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this petition to the Street and Traffic Committee,
and to the Fire Department Committee.
The motion was
seconded by Councilman Miller and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN PR CAS SELL; no committee reports, but
Councilman Dr.Cassell did refer to the storm sewer problem
in the Brookhaven area. Mayor Gibson said that he had
talked with Mr. Kirk and Mr. Kirk would have a proposal as
to what he intends to do to correct the problem by Thursday.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated that
he had received calls this week about water standing at the
700 block of Michigan Avenue South off Cleveland Avenue, and
about an open sewer there.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
refer the need for equipment to correct problems of this
nature to the Finance Committee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at Large
Pennington requested that the truck that sprays for bugs spray
at the football field prior the game Friday.
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Councilman Pennington made a motion to reject the
one bid which was opened August 15, 1978. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
Councilman Pennington stated that when the
Fire Department Commitee and the Finance Committee met it
was agreed that they ask for separate bids on the pagers
and the base station.
Councilman Pennington made a motion to ask for
separate bids on the pagers and the base station with the
sealed bids to be opened October 3, 1978. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey and the motion passed.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
place sighs in the parking area over at the park stating
that no heavy trucks be permitted to park there other than
city vehicles. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed.
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and
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that
person or group who wants to address council must contact
Mayor's office by Friday noon prior to the Council Meeting
state what they would present to Council. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes.

Councilman Miller stated he was very much
to that and stated why. He said that this rule was
by a previous Council and that if the newspaper ads
checked you would find that we came out and said we
not have that.

opposed
adopted
were
would
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Mr. Cottrill suggested that if any motion such
as this was passed that notices of such be posted on both
doors at city hall.
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Councilman Bailey stated that he felt that
Councilman at Large Pennington had voiced a valid point
but that it was too restrictive.
Mr. Melton, City Recorder, stated that this would
in no way close the communication lines between the citizens
and their Councilmen.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made
by Councilman at Large Pennington which was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
Councilman Miller and Councilman Bailey voted against the
motion.
Councilman at Large Pennington suggested that a
notice of this procedure rule be placed in the newspapers
to inform the citizens.
COUNCILMAN KARNES:

no reports.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson announced that
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen had been appointed as a
member of the board of directors on the West Virginia
Municipal League for the fiscal year 1978 - 1979.
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MR. COTTRILL, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Cotttill advised
Council that at the last meeting of the Planning Commission
the commission was submitted documents on proposed
sub-division ordinances for the City of Nitro from the
West Virginia Code, and that copies will be mailed to
council members this week.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.

OR
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SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSED REZONING
HELD JOINTLY BETWEEN
THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL

AND
THE NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 11, 1978
The public meeting was held in the Council Chambers
on September 11, 1978 at 7:30 p.m. on proposed rezoning for a
portion of the Riverdale Acres area.

I

Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order and on
behalf of the Nitro Planning Commission and the Nitro City
Council welcomed those present. Mayor Gibson requested
that each person who wished to speak limit their speaking
from 2 to 5 minutes, to stand and be recognized, and give
their name and address.
At this point the planning commission and the
elected officials introduced themselves.
Present were members of the Nitro Planning Commission:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8

Mr. Olaf Walker, President,
Mr. Donald Karnes, Vice President,
Mayor William Gibson,
Dr. Charles Byrd,
Mr. Curtis Woods,
Mrs. Janice Weibl,
Mr. Lonnie Norvell, and
Mr. Joe Muck, Putnam County Planning Commissioner.

Present were the elected officials of Nitro:
1.

I

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7

Mayor William D. Gibson, Member of the Nitro
Planning Commission,
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder,
Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, and
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Vice President
of the Planning Commission.

Citizens of Nitro and other interested parties who
were present are as follows:
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Mrs. Rosemary Young, 209 Michigan Avenue, and
Mrs. Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood Street, gave a presentation
of picture slides. They showed the 100 block of Michigan
Avenue's residental area and called attention to the well
kept homes and grounds, and the age-old trees, and stated
that the majority of the residents had lived there 40 to
50 years.
And, in contrast, they showed the Boswell property,
the last house of this section of Michigan Avenue. Mrs. Tincher
said that they had been told that this property had been
purchased by the Citizens National Bank of St. Albans. In this
picture and with the two pictures following, she asked, "Is this
fair to the residents of the 100 block of Michigan Avenue?"

I

They showed several more slides, a business property
on First Avenue South in the east end, protected by the
"grandfather clause," another business granted a variance,
an abandoned store under the "grandfather clause" on
First Avenue, the junk yard, also under the wing of the
"grandfather clause," open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Mrs. Tincher stated they have the noise, and impairment of the
streets to the extent surrounding property owners must pay for
the upkeep of the streets. She asked, "Why give us more of the
same?" They showed a picture slide of the house moving business,
also protected by the "grandfather clause."
Mrs. Tincher stated that the incorporation has done
little for us and the few times we have asked for something,
we have been ignored.
Mayor Gibson stated that in defense (in reference
to two of the picture slides) he had a letter dated March 21,
1973 from Phyllis Gillispie and Gene Collins asking that they
be given a variance, and that they were turned down. He said
that he had a letter dated February 22, 1977 from Mr. W. A. Braunlin
asking fhathis property be rezoned for business. Mr. Ed McGuire,
1506 Fenton Circle stated he could not understand why the
variances were brought up.
Dr. Byrd explained a variance versus a zoning change.
He said that when an appeal is for a variance they are requesting that the restrictions that apply to a given zone be overlooked to some comparative minor degree. He said that this is
where the Zoning Board of Appeals comes in. However, the
Planning Commission becomes involved when change in zoning
is necessary.

I

Mayor Gibson read a paragraph (page 339 and 340)
out of the State Code Book that outlined the principle
objectives of the Planning Commission which are as follows:
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§ 8-24-1.

Planning commissions authorized; statement of
objective.

The governing body of every municipality and the county
court of every county may by ordinance create a planning
commission in order to promote the orderly development
of its governmental units and its environs. It is the
object of this article to encourage local units of
government to improve the present health, safety,
convenience and welfare of their citizens and to plan
for the future development of their communities to the
end that highway systems be carefully planned; that new
community centers grow only with adequate highway, utility,
health, educational and recreational facilities; that the
needs of agriculture, industry and business be recognized
in future growth; that residential areas provide healthy
surroundings for family life; and that the
§

I

8-24-2

growth of the community is commensurate with and promotive
of the efficient and economical use of public funds.
In accomplishing this objective, it is intended that
the planning commission shall serve in an advisory capacity
to the governing body of a municipality or a county court,
that certain regulatory powers be created over the
developments affecting the public welfare and not now
otherwise controlled, and that additional powers and
authority be granted to the governing bodies of
municipalities and to counties to carry out the objective
and overall purposes of this article. (1959, c. 118;
1969, c. 86)
Those who spoke against the proposed rezoning are
as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
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Mrs. Dorothy Hudson, 105 Kanawha Avenue South, Nitro,
Mr. M. H. Moses, 118 Blackwood Street, Nitro,
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Wampler, 111 Michigan Avenue, Nitro,
Mr. William Gasto, 101 Blackwood Street, Nitro,
Mrs. Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood Street, Nitro,
Mr. Kermit Thompson, 3953 39th Street,East. Nitro,
Mrs. Nellie Cadle, 116 Blackwood Street, Nitro, and
Mr. Clarence Hudson, Four Gravely Drive, Nitro.

Mr. John Planck, 1238 Main Avenue, Nitro,
Mr. ¥. A. Braunlin, 1104 First Avenue South, Nitro, and
his attorney Mr. Walter Wagner, Dunbar spoke in favor of
the proposed rezoning. Mr. Charles Dodrill, spoke in
favor of the proposed rezoning. Dr. Edward Jackson
accompanied Mr. Dodrill.

I
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Before the meeting was turned over to
Mr. Olaf Walker, President of the Planning Commission,
Mrs. Hattie Tincher referred to the State Code Book
(page 460, section 8,24,48) and wanted to know if the
Citizens of east Nitro have a right to call for a
referendum vote and vote on this issue. She stated
that she had hoped that Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney
would be present. The Mayor stated that Mr. Cottrill
was unable to be present.
Mr. Olaf Walker, President of the Planning
Commission took charge of the meeting and asked that
Mr. Karnes point out the area considered for proposed
rezoning on the map located on the left wall of Council
Chambers.
Mr. Karnes pointed out the area and stated that
the area was presently zoned R-3 and one small portion was
zoned R-2 and they were considering zoning some of these
two areas to B-2.
Mr. Karnes also mentioned the fact that the
Planning Commission had spent many hours in meetings
and referred to a proposed revised ordinance that the
Planning Commission recommended to the City Council.

I

The proposed revised ordinance that the Planning
Commission recommended to the City Council is as follows:

I
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REVISED ORDINANCE AS REQUESTED BY THE NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION:
ORDINANCE NO

DATE

INTRODUCED BY:

t

I

AN ORDINANCE DIVIDING ZONING AREA DISTRICT NUMBER
EIGHTEEN (18) AS SHOWN ON THE "OFFICIAL ORDINANCE MAP" ON
FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE ZONING OFFICER, CITY OF NITRO AND
CREATING THEREFROM A NEW DISTRICT HEREAFTER TO BE KNOWN AS
ZONING DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY (20) AND FURTHER PROVIDING
FOR CLASS "B-2", CENTRAL. BUSINESS USE DESIGNEDATED AS PRESCRIBED IN ARTICLE 9 SECTION 901 ET SEQ OF THE "CITY OF NITRO
ZONING ORINDNACE" ADOPTED, OCTOBER 6, 1970, BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF NITRO AND INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE IN CHAPTER TWENTY TWO OF
THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA: SAID ORDINANCE IN
NO WAY SHALL AFFECT THE CURRENT ZONING OF THE REMAINING AREA OF
ZONING AREA DISTRICT 18, NOW DESIGNATED "R-3" MOBILE HOMES AND
MOBILE HOME PARKS. -THAT PORTION OF AREA 18 LYING SOUTH OF THE
BEFORE DESCRIBED AREA 20 SHALL BE REDESIGNATED AS AREA #21
(ZONING AREA R-3)

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, that Zoning District Number 18 be divided and
the hereinafter described new district be created and enumerated
Zoning Area District 20 with zoning use designation of "B-2",
central business and designated as such in the "Official
Zoning Map" in accordance with the following description. That
portion of area 18 lying south of the before described Area 20
shall be resdesignated as Area #21.

I

AREA 20 (Zoning Area B-2)
Beginning at a point in the northerly right-of-way
of the Consolidated Railroad Company right-of-way line (formerly
known as Penn Central Corp.) and the common corners of Area 15
and 16; thence North 32 degree 42' East - 740 feet + to the
Nitro Corporation line; thence with the Nitro Corporation line,
south 37' East 977 feet +_; thence South 77 degrees 01' East
1500 feet +_ to the center of "Hog Pen Branch"; thence in a
southerly direction with said branch 450 feet +_; thence in an
easterly direction 150 feet +_ to a point in the center of Old
County Road; thence in a southerly direction 125 feet + to the
center!ine of WV Route 25; thence with the center of WV Route 25
in an easterly direction 155 feet +_; thence in a southerly
direction 335 feet ^ to the northerly right-of-way line of the
Consolidated Railroad Company, said line being the common boundaries
of properties presently owned by E. Mitchell, W. Braunlin and D.
Osbor.ne;:' thenceKwisth the aforementioned Con-Rail right-of-way
line in a wester^V direction 3950 feet, more or less, to the point
of beginning. Al) being a portion of Area 18 shown on the zoning
majj of tbeCiry OT Nitro. That portion of Area 18 lying south of
^ le before described Area 20 shall be redesignated as Area 21
(Zoning Area R-3).
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Several of the Nitro Citizens expressed their
view that they could live with a bank in the area but they
were concerned about other businesses that could come into
the area.
Mrs. Juanita Goss, 103 Michigan Avenue stated that
there was one house between her and where the proposed bank
would be and questioned the traffic pattern. Mr. Charles
Dodrill said they would bring traffic in off Route 25 and
back onto Route 25 and not use Michigan Avenue at all so
far as traffic ingress or egree go. Mr. Dodrill's remarks
seemed to satisfy several citizens present because they
were of the opinion that Michigan Avenue was going to be
used for the traffic flow pattern.
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Wampler, 111 Michigan Avenue,
Nitro, wanted to know why a business house like a bank
would go ahead and purchase property on the assumption it
may be rezoned unless they had some assurance from someone
that they could put in a bank on the property.
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Mr. Charles F. Dodrill, Executive Vice President
of the St. Albans Citizens National Bank answered that under
West Virginia law any bank is entitled to one off-premise
facility and only one within 2,000 measured feet from the
furthest point of your furthest corner of your property to
the nearest corner of the property you are going to situate
on. He said that going across the river to Nitro that they
decided they had to be on Route 25, and when we surveyed the
only point that we could reach Route 25 was in a very narrow
arc where we are. Mr. Dodrill said that, quite frankly, it
never occurred to him that the citizens would object to as
low a key business as an off-premise bank. He said, "It
never occurred it would be objectional."
Mayor Gibson addressed Mr. Dodrill, "When you
said you had approval from...." Mr. Dodrill replied, "The
Controller of Currency, he is the regulatory body that
governs national banks."
Mr. Bill Gibson, 1302 Valentine Circle, Nitro
questioned Mr. Dodrill, "Can you give us an approximate time
when you initially started to work on trying to get this
approved by this agency?"
Mr. Dodrill said, "Better than 4 months from the
time we initally-- before we could make application to the
Controller of the Currency we had to have a location nailed
down."

I

Mr. Harvey Collins, 1436 Sattes Circle questioned
the Mayor as to what powers the city had to prevent a
person from taking 20 feet offof Sattes Circle and adding
it onto Main Avenue.
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The Mayor read the penalty out of the zoning ordinance and
requested that Mr. Collins provide him with documented evidence,
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Mr. Olaf Walker, President of the Planning
Commission thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and
for their input and stated that what you have said will be
taken under consideration at Council Meeting and Council
will either approve the ordinance or reject it.

A JOINT PUBLIC MEETING HELD JOINTLY BY THE
NITRO CITY COUNCIL AND THE NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION

TOM MELTON, RECORDER

MR. OLAF WALKER, PRESIDENT
NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION
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SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSED STREET PAVING
SEPTEMBER 18, 1978

The Special Public Meeting on proposed street
paving was held in the Council Chambers on September 18,
1978, at 7:30 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder
Tom Melton, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Also present was City Attorney
Layton Cottrill. Councilman Dean Miller was absent.
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The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.
Mayor Gibson welcomed everyone present and stated
that on behalf of the governing body, we are not attempting
in the slightest way to force street repaving on anyone that
doesn't want it done. He requested that each one who wished
to speak give his or her name and address and the person
would be given an opportunity to be heard.
Mayor Gibson called for Dr. Allen, Chairman of
the Street and Traffic Committee, to chair the meeting
providing he had no objection.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that what we
attempt to do is for the better interest of the people in
our community.
He said that each ward councilman: Dr. Cassell,
Ward I, Mr. Gus Bailey, Ward IV, Mr. Romie Hughart, Ward II,
and Mr. Dean Miller, Ward III, tried to determine what streets
needed some paving or repaving. He stated that the last
paving program for the city was 1971, and that some streets
which are on the list now being considered were deleted from
the 1971 list.

I

Dr. Allen stated that he would call out the names
of streets as they appeared in the newspaper, and that anyone
who wished to speak would be recognized.
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EIGHTH STREET (SECOND AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE)
Mr. Martin Rice, 816 Eighth Street, Nitro,
stated water was coining off the hill behind 0'Dells.
He said that if the drainage of this water was taken
care of it would save the street if it was worked on
again.
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NINTH STREET (SECOND AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE)
No response.
SIXTH STREET (SECOND AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE)
Mr. Paul Hill, 615 Sixth Street, Nitro, stated
that they have a similar problem with drainage of water.
He asked if they were going to remove the old asphalt and
resurface the entire street. Mr. Warner said no, that
there would be a 2 inch cap. Mr. Hill said that he would
like this considered later on, not now or this winter.
Mr. Leo Boggess, 621 Sixth Street, Nitro, questioned
why pave in the winter instead of the spring. Dr. Allen
answered that he didn't feel, personally, they could pave
until spring. Mr. Dan E. Warner of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
confirmed this.
TENTH STREET (SECOND AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE)
Mrs. Eddie Casto, 1027 Tenth Street, Nitro spoke
in favor of repaving.
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SIXTEENTH STREET (SECOND AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE)
No response.
WASHINGTON AVENUE (BETWEEN GUM STREET AND HICKORY
STREET)Mr. Rex White, 803 Washington Avenue, Nitro,
said he did not think it should be repaved, that it was
in no worse shape than in 1971. Mr. White said that a
petition would be forthcoming.
DUPONT AVENUE (BETWEEN IVY STREET AND HICKORY STREET)
Dr. Allen said that he had received a PETITION
from residents of the 800 block of Dupont Avenue protesting
proposed street paving. A COPY OF THE PETITION IS ATTACHED
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
Mr. George K. Britt, 804 Dupont Avenue, Nitro
said that the street had World War I concrete which was
better than World War II concrete.
DUPONT AVENUE (BETWEEN IVY STREET AND JUNIPER STREET)
Mr.Harley Goff,910 Dupont Avenue wanted to
know the width of the street and the cost per foot.
Mr. Warner stated the cost per foot would be $5.53 for
an 18 foot wide street. Mr. Goff stated that if they
paved over existing roadways they are against it, that
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the indication of the residents of his street is, they would
like to see it widened.
Mr. Bill Layne, 904 Dupont Avenue said he was opposed
to alleys being paved.
Dr. Allen said no alley will be
paved.
Mr.Chris Cline, 905 Dupont Avenue inquired about the
cost from yard line to yard line. Mr. Warner said the
cost estimate for a 50 foot lot with the street 30 feet
wide would be $9.21 per foot.
Mr. Howard Childers, 903 Dupont Avenue, said why not
pave from grass line to grass line and put in a curb.
Dr. Allen stated, if that is what you want give us
a petition.
Someone questioned when action would be taken.
Dr. Allen said no final decision will be made tomorrow night,
it will be a couple meetings or so from now.
DUPONT AVENUE (BETWEEN JUNIPER STREET AND KAPOK STREET)
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No response.
PARK AVENUE (BETWEEN WEST llth STREET AND WEST 13th STREET)
Mr.Kenneth McGrath,1219 Park Avenue read petition
protesting the present proposal to resurface said street.
A COPY OF THE PETITION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF.
Mr. Hugo Tidquist, 1109 Park Avenue, Nitro said that
the traveling areas were in good shape and that minor repairs
would take care of the area along where people park cars. He
said that the asphalt would crack where the cement had cracks
if resurfaced.
THIRD AVENUE (BETWEEN 39th STREET EAST AND 40th STREET)
No response.
THIRD AVENUE (21st STREET TO 31st STREET)
No response.
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THIRTY-FIRST STREET EAST TO BURDETTE ROAD
Mr.Orville Miller,63-31st Street East said
that when they put the sewer in last year they redid from
McGrews around to Hickory Road, and asked "Do you think
that's fair to have to pay for something that was done a
year ago?" Mayor Gibson said that drainage was another
project, and that they were trying to find money to take
care of the drainage. Mr. Miller said that if it's drained
properly he is for it.

376
SECOND AVENUE (27th STREET TO 40th STREET)
Mr. Barry McClanahan, 2816 28th Street said that
he had a corner lot and that on Second Avenue from 22nd Street
to 31st Street it was his opinion that it doesn't need repaved.
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Mr. Charles R. Milam, 3120 31st Street, Nitro, stated
he was opposed to paving.
Mr. A. G. Parsons, 3115 31st Street, Nitro stated
the street doesn't need paved. Several people present
concurred.
TWENTY-SECOND STREET (FIRST AVENUE TO SECOND AVENUE)
No response.
TWENTY-THIRD STREET (FIRST AVENUE TO SECOND AVENUE)
No response.
TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET (FIRST AVENUE TO SECOND AVENUE)
A petition was received against proposed repaving
of Twenty-Eighth Street. A COPY OF THE PETITION IS ATTACHED
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
Mr. Barry McClanahan, 2816 28th Street, Nitro stated
that the petition was 99 percent against paving. The 1 percent
represented the Solo Station, the owner is in Kentucky and
they couldn't get in touch with him.
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Mr. Clarence Hudson stated he would like to speak
on behalf of the First Baptist Church for Twenty-Second and
Twenty-Third Street and requested the church be given
consideration because of the buses that use Twenty-Second
Street, and other traffic that uses both these streets.
THIRTY-FIRST STREET TO THIRD AVENUE - REPAIR BRIDGE DECKING
Dr. Allen stated that the repair of the bridge decking was the
responsibility of the city.
Mr. Stewart Calwell, Attorney at Law, stated that he
represented twenty-two people on Thirty-First Street between
First Avenue and Third Avenue. He requested the city give
some consideration to making a special exception where
Thirty-First Street is concerned, and try to provide some
planning to give people on this street some assistance on
paving. He stated they were not necessarily opposed to paving
as such, but were primarily opposed to paying the full load
themselves.
Mr. Terry Davis, 3122 31st Street, Nitro said that
they got quite a bit of traffic from the school.
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Mr. Dick Davis, 3121 said the street does not
need paving. Mr. A. G. Parsons, 3115 31st Street, Nitro
said he didn't see a need for paving.
THIRTY-NINTH STREET, E. (FROM CREEK TO EASTER ROAD)
No response.
WILLIAMS DRIVE (FROM 40th STREET - APPROXIMATELY
200 FEET)
No response.
BLAKE DRIVE - EIGHTEENTH STREET HILL
No response.
CALDERWOOD AVENUE'- EIGHTEENTH STREET HILL (KNOWN AS
SOUTHERN DRIVE)
No response.
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SEVENTH STREET (SECOND AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE)
Mr. Wayne Gasto,714 Seventh Street, Nitro said
the street was full of pot holes, that there was a drainage
problem. He said the storm sewers were filled, and
stpped up.
LOCK STREET (RAILROAD TO KANAWHA RIVER)
A petition was received from the property owners
and residents of Lock Street between Main Avenue and Broadway
Avenue. The petition was to delete this area from the
proposed street paving program. A COPY OF THE PETITION IS
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
Mr. Frank Moats, 21 Main Avenue, Nitro, on the
corner of Main Avenue and Lock Street stated that the
street was for general public use and the 8 people living
there were against repaving.
MAIN AVENUE (BOUNDRY STREET TO KAPOK STREET)
Mr. Jim Carrier, 707 Main Avenue, Nitro, said the
main concern was that buses, and heavily loaded trucks would
be using the new road. He said the residents are paying more
than their share and will not receive full benefits of a new
street. Mr. Leroy Miles, 708 Main Avenue, Nitro, concurred
with Mr. Carrier, and questioned if it could be done by
bond issue.

I

LAYNE AVENUE (LOCK STREET TO END OF STREET, SO. DIRECTION)
No response.
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CEDAR STREET (MAIN AVENUE TO KANAWHA AVENUE)
A PETITION was received from the property owners
with boundry lines adjacent to Cedar Street, stating
they do not desire to have Cedar Street paved.
A COPY OF THE PETITION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF.
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IVY STREET (MAIN AVENUE TO KANAWHA AVENUE)
A PETITION was received from the residents and
property owners of Ivy Street protesting proposed paving.
A COPY OF THE PETITION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF.
DUPONT AVENUE (KAPOK STREET TO HICKORY STREET)
Dupont Avenue (Kapok Street to Hickory Street)
was covered previously on the list by:
Dupont Avenue (Between Ivy Street and Hickory Street),
Dupont Avenue (Between Ivy Street and Juniper Street),
and Dupont Avenue (Between Juniper Street and
Kapok Street).
WASHINGTON AVENUE (GUM STREET TO JUNIPER STREET)
Mr.David Carte,903 Washington Avenue asked
for cost estimates. Mr. Warner said it would be $6.78 per
foot andithe width is 22 feet. Mr. Carte wanted to know if
federal funds were available, Dr. Allen stated that the
City of Nitro had applied for federal funds, but was turned
down. Mr. Carte said the street was in good shape.
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Mrs. Ernestine Withrow, 904 Washington Avenue,
said that she was opposed to paving, that the street did
have 3 or 4 holes that could be repaired.
Mr. John Callihan, 102 Juniper Street stated that
he was speaking for 4 people on the corner of Juniper Street
and Washington Avenue and that they were opposed to paving.
GUM STREET (KANAWHA AVENUE TO WASHINGTON AVENUE)
No response.
VALENTINE CIRCLE (WEST ENTRANCE TO BE REPAVED FROM
MAIN AVENUE AND VALENTINE CIRCLE
INTERSECTION TO ENTRANCE OF
WEST •SATTES GRADE SCHOOL)
No response.
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WILSON STREET (FROM FIRST AVENUE, SO. TO HILLSIDE DRIVE
INTERSECTION)
Two letters from business establishments were
received opposing the repaving. A COPY OF THE LETTERS
IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE (STARTING AT MAIN AVENUE)
Mr. Bill Engle, 1418 Sattes Circle,
Mr. A. D. McDonald, 1409 Sattes Circle,
Mr. Herman Brown, 1413 Sattes Circle,
Mr. S. R. Kenney, 1452 Sattes Circle,
Mr. Claude Deardorff, 1424 Sattes Circle
Mr. Harvey Collins, 1436 Sattes Circle,
Mr. V. B. Slater, 1414 Sattes Circle,
Mr. Bob Mattox, 1405 Sattes Circle,
Mrs. Virginia Slater, 1414 Sattes Circle, and
Mr. T. Ray Perrine, 1407 Sattes Circle
voiced their opinions. The consensus of those present
were in favor of a 16 feet wide, two inch cap at $4.82 per
foot, but only after corrective measures were taken to take
care of the drainage problem on Sattes Circle.
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Mr. Bot? Mattox said there were 3 catch basins
covered over that should be checked. Mr. A. D. McDonald,
1409 Sattes Circle,mentioned drains covered up. Mayor
Gibson said he would like to know where the drains were
covered. Mr. McDonald stated he would be glad to show him.
SPRING STREET
No response.
KANAWHA AVENUE, SOUTH
No response.
OWENS STREET
Mrs. Kathleen Cremeans, 201 Owens Street, Nitro,
said that she was the only owner on the street, and she
was opposed to paving.
Mr. and Mrs. Arnie F. McClanahan, 801 First
Avenue South agreed with Mrs. Cremeans.
OLD COUNTY ROAD

I

No response.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

I

RECORDER

I

LD
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TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Nitro, WV

September 18, 1978

PETITION

RE: Proposed street, paving - 800 Block DuPont Avenue (between Hickory
and Ivy Streets), Nitro, WV
We, the undersigned, all residents and property owners of the above mentioned
block, do hereby protest paving, surfacing, repaving, resurfacing (whichever
applies) of said block and request Mayor and City Council to withdraw plans
for same. We do not feel that such improvement is necessery at this time,
especially as three (3) of the undersigned residents are living on fixed
incomes and this project would impose an unnecessary financial hardship on
these people.
SIGNED:

September 18, 1978

Nitre City Council
Nitro, W. V.
Gent lament

We, the undersigned property owners, do hereby protest the present
proposal to resurface Park Avenue between llth and 13th Streets for
the reasons listed belowt
1. The property owners are being discriminated against because
most of the wear and damage to the street is caused by the
general public, especially the followingi
A. School traffic, including buses and service trucks,
B. Plant traffic, including trucks and all plant traffic
during Railroad crossing blockage*
C. Swimming pool traffic
0. City park traffic
E. Underwood Held traffic
E. The property owmra are being discriminated against by selecting
only a portion of Park Avenue and not all of Park Avenue and llth
Street West, which arc in about the sane condition.
3. When the School Bond Issue was passed to build the schools on
Park Avenue, it was understood that an access road along the
west side of the railredd tracks was to be built to provide access
to the schools from llth Street West*
This was not dene, but instead Park Avenue was widened to an
additional lane and the north end of Park Avenue, which was
formerly a dead-end street, was connected to Park Road and
Plant Road.
This work subsequently opened up this previously residential
neighborhood for heavy general public traffic*
If the property owners are to be required to pay for resurfacing of Park
Avenue, then m submit that a new access road be built to the schools and
that Park Avenue be closed between l5th Street Vest and Underwood Field.

IF?

-2-

The property owners along Park Avenue have lone been subjected to high
speed and heavy traffic sine* the street was widened and connected
through to Plant Road,
It is grossly unfair and discriminatory that w* should also be subjected to high maintenance cost on a street mostly used by the Board
of Education and the City of Nitre,

til

ppooo
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'A/

Nitro, w. Va.
9/15/78
*

i-ETITION *

*

PETITION

*

*

PETITION

To the city council and street improvement council of the
Gity of Nitro, i». Va,
We the undersigned property owners and residents of Locke Ste
between main Ave. and Broadway, hereby petition the oity of
witro, to delete this area from the proposed street paving
program9

ADDRESS

(Qjfrf,

This Petition represents 100> of the property owners

r

Septembe>. 1*1 1978
TO WHOM

re:

Y CONCERN:

PROPOSED PAVING OF CEDAR STREET IN NITRO,
W£ST VIRGINIA
. ,

We, the following property Downers with boundry lines adjacent to
Cedar Street in Nitro, West Virginia, do not desire to have Cedar
Street paved for various reasons; i.e. paved streets (Beech and
Dogwood) are approximately 200 feet from Cedar; the unpaved street
is used primarily as a play area for neighborhood youngsters; only
one (l) house faces the subjec£,street; the expense in paving this
street would be a severe financial hardship on certain property
owners.
ADDRESS
NAME

. N*. *

•i.s

u. /a**ici<y^£»

W* QjiK»o^.. rr/obu) />>^
12.

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Nitro, WV

September 18, 1978

PETITION

RE: Proposed street paving - Ivy Street (Main Avenue to Kanawha Avenue)
Nitro, WV
We, the undersigned, all residents and property owners of the above mentioned
street, do hereby protest paving, surfacing, repaving, resurfacing (whichever
applies) of said street and request Mayor and City Council to withdraw plans
for same. We do not feel that such improvement is necessary at this time.
SIGNED:

TO:

September 18, 1978

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of NUro, WV
PETITION

RE: Proposed street paving - Ivy Street (Main Avenue to Kanawha Avenue)
Nltro, WV
We, the undersigned, all residents and property owners of the above mentioned
street, do hereby protest paving, surfacing, repaying, resurfacing (whichever
applies) of said street and request Mayor and City Council to withdraw plans
for same. We do not feel that such Improvement 1s necessary at this time.
SIGNED:

<7
WALLPAPER-PAINTS
RUBBER COVE BASE
ARMSTRONG FLOOR COVERING

501 FIRST AVENUE, SOUTH
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
PHONE 755-3631

September 8, 1978

hf SEpiii9?8 i

IfcEUjfc, ^ ^L

The Honorable William Gibson
Mayor, City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia
Re: Proposed Street Paving
Wilson Street
Dear Mayor Gibson:
It is our contention that Wilson Street does not require
repaving at this time. We are also concerned that a
build up of the street surface will cause flooding in
our building as well as Nitro Furniture Co.
Yours truly,

Charles H. Bayless, Owner
CHB:em

QUARRY TILE-SLATE
MIDSTATE CERAMIC TILE
FAMOUS NAME CARPETS

497 FIRST.AVENUE So.

PHONE 755-3339

Nitro

FURNITURE COMPANY
G. L. Wise, Owner-Manager
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

September 9, 19?8
RE; Paving Wilson Street

Dear

Sir:
It is my humble opinion that at this time Wilson Street

doesn't need repavixig. .The extra build up would increase the
the chances of flooding both Modern Supply Company and Nitro
Furniture Company.

Yours Truly

Gorman L. Wise
Owner-Manger
Nitro Furniture Company
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
SEPTEMBER 19, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on September 19, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald
Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Gus Bailey, and
City Attorney Layton Cottrill. Councilman Dean Miller was absent,
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 5, 1978:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed
unanimously.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST, 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Tom Melton,City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, made a motion the August, 1978 Financial Statement
be tabled until next meeting, October 3, 1978. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
REPORT ON PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSED REZONING,
SEPTEMBER 11, 1978:Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Vice President of the Nitro Planning Commission, made a
motion the minutes of the Special Public Meeting on Proposed
Rezoning held jointly between the Nitro City Council and the
Nitro Planning Commission be approved. The motion was seconded
By Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Councilman at Large Karnes read a letter dated
September 19, 1978, addressed to Mayor William D. Gibson
from Don Karnes, Vice President of the Nitro Planning Commission.

I

The letter is as follows:
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NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION
NITRO CITV HALL
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143

OLAT- WALKER

September 19., 1978

•
VONALV KARNES™

Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mayor Gibson:
The Nitro Planning Commission appreciates your concern
for the future growth of the City of Nitro.
As requested by the Nitro City Council in their resolution, adopted in a Special Council Meeting, held on June 1, 1978,
the Nitro Planning Commission has done an in depth study of the
area considered for re-zoning.
After considering all available facts and after reviewing
in detail the Resolution and proposed ordinance to re-zone a
part of area 18 from R-3 to B-2, Mr. W. Curtis Woods made a
motion, which was seconded and passed unanimously, that the
Planning Commission concur with City Council in principle, but
recommended that the up-river boundary be adjusted to include
the property owned by Mr. Braunlin from the railroad over and
across State Route #25, thereby taking in the building which
once upon a time housed Rutledge Grocery and across the Old
County Road up the right hand side of Hog Pen Hollow to the
Corporate Limit Boundary. (Mr. Woods explained the meets and
bounds by making a yellow mark on the information map which
was attached to the wall). It was decided further, that the
City Council consider amending the Resolution and proposed
ordinance to change the description of proposed Area 20 to read
as follows:

I

Beginning at a point in the northerly right-of-way of the
Consolidated Railroad Company right-of-way line (formerly known
as Penn Central Corp.) and the common corners of Area 15 and 16;
thence North 32 degrees 42' East -740 feet + to the Nitro Corporation line; thence with the Nitro Corporation line, south. 37* east
977 feet; thence south 77 degrees 01' east - 1500 feet + to the
center of "Hog Pen Branch"; thence in southerly direction with said
branch 450 feet +; thence in an easterly direction 150 feet + to a
point in the center of Old County Road; thence in a southerly direction 125 feet + to the center line of WV Route 25; thence with the
center of WV Route 25 in an easterly direcetion 155 feet +; thence
in a southerly direction 335 feet + to the northerly right-of-way
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Honorable William D. Gibson
September 19, 1978
Page 2

line of the Consolidated Railroad Company, said line being the
common boundaries of properties presently owned by E. Mitchell,
W. Braunlin and D. Osborne; thence with the aforementioned ConRail right-of-way in a westerly direction 3950 feet more or less,
to the point of beginning. All being a portion of Area 18 shown
on the zoning map of the City of Nitro. That portion of Area 18
lying south of the before described Area 20 shall be redesignated
as Area 21 (Zoning Area R-3).
The Nitro Planning Commission is desirous of informing the
Nitro City Council that all of the input from the various citizens
who were in attendance at the Public Hearing held September 11,
1978, has been considered and evaluated. Be further advised that
the Nitro Planning Commission, in their regularly scheduled
meeting of September 18, 1978, reaffirmed their earlier recommendation, as it pertained to the Resolution and proposed ordinance
to re-zone a part of Area 18 from R-3 to B-2 and encourage the
Governing Body of the City of Nitro to adopt the same.
Your patience in this matter is appreciated.

I

Sincerely,

Don Karnes, Vice President
Nitro Planning Commission
DK:tg
cc:

I

Mr. Tom Melton, Nitro City Recorder
Mr. Layotn Cottrill, Nitro City Attorney
Nitro City Councilmen
Nitro Planning Commission

Councilman at Large Karnes stated he would like to
read a statement he had prepared.
I believe its the responsibility of the
city officials to guide the city in its
future growth and development, to achieve
the most beneficial and convenient
relationships among the residents,
non-residential and public areas within
the city.
Considering the existing conditions,
trends in population, and modes of
living and considering the future
requirements of such conditions both
within the city and relationships to
areas outside thereof.
To protect their character and social
and economic stability in all parts of
the city. To encourage the orderly
and beneficial development of all parts
of the city. To protect and conserve
the value of land and buildings. To
bring about the gradual conformity of
the uses of land and buildings through
out the city. To promote the most
beneficial relationships between the
uses of land and buildings, and to
provide a guide for public action in
an orderly and efficient manner.

I

With the cost of operating the city on
the rise as it is I believe we're limited
to three directions to go, increase taxes,
reduce services, or broaden our. financial
base. I think the logical direction is to
broaden our financial base.
I believe we need to use extreme caution
when taking into consideration any new
business applications as to the effects
it will have on the neighborhood.

Councilman at Large Karnes said that with all these
things in mind and considerable study of the facts, he would
make a motion the city officials adopt Ordinance Number 189
by having the second reading thereby amending the existing
Zoning Ordinance pertaining to area 18. (The existing ordinance
was adopted by the City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia
October 6, 1970.) Mayor Gibson said, we have had the first
reading of the Ordinance, Number 189 and made a request of
Mr. Cottrill (City Attorney) "Do you see any reason why a second
•
reading could not be had tonight?" Mr.Cottrill said, I think
•
its quite in order.
Hi
THE SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCE NUMBER 189 IS AS FOLLOWS:
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BY THE NITRO P L A N N I N G COMMISSION:
O R D I N A N C E NO
•

INTRODUCED RY:

IRQ

DATE

September 1.9, 1978

r.rmnpi Iman at Lar^ Dnnal r\s

AN ORDINANCE DIVIDING ZONING AREA DISTRICT NUMBER
EIGHTEEN (18) AS SHOWN ON THE "OFFICIAL O R D I N A N C E MAP" ON
FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE ZONING O F F I C E R , CITY OF NITRO AND
CREATING THEREFROM A NEW DISTRICT H E R E A F T E R TO BE KNOWN AS
ZONING DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY (20) AND FURTHER P R O V I D I N G
FOR CLASS "B-2", CENTRAL BUSINESS USE DESIGNATED
AS PRESCRIBED IN ARTICLE 9 SECTION 901 ET SEQ OF THE "CITY OF NITRO
ZONING ORINDNACE" ADOPTED, OCTOBER 6, 1970, BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF NITRO AND INCORPORATED BY R E F E R E N C E IN CHAPTER TWENTY TWO OF
THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST V I R G I N I A : SAID ORDINANCE IN
NO WAY SHALL AFFECT THE CURRENT ZONING OF THE R E M A I N I N G AREA OF
ZONING AREA DISTRICT 18, NOW DESIGNATED"R-3" MOBILE HOMES AND
MOBILE HOME PARKS. -THAT PORTION OF AREA 18 LYING SOUTH OF THE
BEFORE DESCRIBED AREA 20 SHALL BE REDESIGNATED AS AREA #21
(ZONING AREA R-3)

I

THEREFORE BE IT O R D A I N E D BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO,
WEST V I R G I N I A , that Zoning District Number 18 be d i v i d e d and
the hereinafter described new d i s t r i c t be created and enumerated
Zoning Area District 20 with zoning use d e s i g n a t i o n of "B-2",
central business and d e s i g n a t e d as such in the "Official
Zoning Map" in accordance with the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n . That
portion of area 18 lying south of the before described Area 20
shall be resdesignated as Area #21.
AREA 20 (Zoning Area B-2)

I

B e g i n n i n g at a point in the northerly right-of-way
of the Consolidated R a i l r o a d Company right-of-way l i n e (formerly
known as Penn Central Corp.) and the common corners of Area 15
and 16; thence North 32 degree 42' East - 740 feet + to the
Nitro Corporation l i n e ; thence with the Nitro Corporation l i n e ,
south 37' East 977 feet *_; thence South 77 degrees 01' East
1500 feet + to the center of "Hog Pen Branch"; thence in a
southerly direction with said branch 450 feet ^; thence in an
easterly direction 150 feet 1 to a point in the center of Old
County Road; thence in a southerly direction 125 feet +_ to the
centerline of WV Route 25; thence with the center of WV Route 25
in an easterly direction 155 feet +; thence in a southerly
direction 335 feet +. to the northerly right-of-way l i n e of the
Consolidated Railroad Company, said l i n e being the common boundaries
of properties presently owned by E. M i t c h e l l , W. Braunlin and D.
Osborne r thence with the aforementioned Con-Rail right-of-way
l i n e in a westerly direction 3950 feet, more or less, to the point
of beginnin-g. All b e i n g a portion of Area 18 shown on the zoning
map of the City of Nitro. That portion of Area 18 lying south of
the before described Area 20 shall be redesignated as Area 21
(Zoning Area R-3).
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Introduced on first reading on the 1st day of August,
1978.

I

Adopted upon second reading on the 19th Day of September,
1978.

RECORDER

Councilman at Large Pennington seconded the motion
made by Councilman at Large Karnes that the Ordinance Number 189
(This is -the second reading.) be adopted, thereby amending the
existing ordinance.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to table the motion
made by Councilman at Large Karnes, and for the motion made
by Mr.Karnes to come up under new business later this evening.
Councilman Hughart stated that he believed to table takes
priority over any motion. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.

I

Mr. Melton, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr.Allen,
Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman Romie Hughart voted in
favor of the motion.
Councilman at Large Karnes, Councilman at Large
Pennington, and Councilman Dr. Cassell did not vote,
PLANNING COMMISSION ^MEETING^ SEPTEMBER 18, 1978 ;
CounciIman at Large Karnes, Vice President of the Planning
Commission, stated that Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, has
supplied them with a Proposed Subdivision Ordinance for the
City of Nitro, and that the Planning Commission will make a
recommendation on this.
He said that there is a difference of opinion on the
zoning ordinances as they are (by definition as B-l, C-l, etc.)
and that the Planning Commission is working on the entire
Zoning Ordinance booklet and will make recommendations.

I
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Mayor Gibson addressed Mr. Karnes, Vice President
of the Planning Commission, and said that so many people
were concerned about beer taverns in the B^2 (Central
Business District) area that we are involved with, on the
proposed revised ordinance he thought it would be proper
and in order that the next recommendation to the city by
the Planning Commission that they seriously consider that
beer taverns or pool parlors be struck in that particular
area from the ordinance. This would be under 901 permissive
uses (Article IX).
REPORT ON PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSEI) STREET
PAVING SEPTEMBER 18, 19781Councilman at Large Dr. Al1en,
Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, stated
that when the minutes of this meeting are received a
report will be made.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said he had
received a petition from residents of 26th Street asking
a change in the present sidewalk on the east side of
26th Street from First Avenue to Second Avenue. They want
the sidewalk to be where it will be adjacent to the curb of
26th Street. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said he would add
this petition to the proposed street paving packet in order
to get a cost estimate for the residents.

I

REQUEST DATED SEPTEMBER 11, 1978 TO BE PLACED
ON THE AGENDA QF SEPTEMBER 19, 1978 REGARDING REZONING,
RIVERDALE ACRES AREA~i Mrs. Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood
Street,asked Mr. Karnes for the date of the letter changing
the area on the resolution. Mr. Karnes, Vice President of
the Planning Commission said that it would be on the minutes
of the Planning Commission that he wasn't sure he had them
with him and he would look for it.
Mrs. Tincher said while you look X have one more
comment, "Mr. Braunlin doesn't live on that property, so
therefore, I don't see that he can be that concerned about it."
Mrs. Tincher said she happened to come across this
(documents) this afternoon, and you all have a copy of it.
She said this is from St. Albans Citizens National Bank,
dated June 6, 1978, addressed to Mr. Donald Karnes, Planning
Council, City of Nitro, Nitro, West Virginia, and she read
a portion of the letter.

I

I have been asked so many times if we
intend or propose off premise facilities
to be only temporary until the St. AlbansNitro Bridge reopens. I believe it
mandatory to restate our intentions.
She said the letter was signed by Mr. Dodrill,
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Mrs. Tincher said that she had another letter
dated May 1, and that this was before their public hearing
before the Zoning Board of Appeals. She said, this other
letter (June 6) seems to indicate the same thing.
She said in the first paragraph it says,
As an informational follow up to our
letter of April 17, 1978, requesting
a variance in zoning on lots 39, 40,
and 31, block M, East Crawford Addition,
the following exhibits are presented for
your review.
She said, we own lot 31, block M.
Mrs. Tincher stated, "Mr. Dodrill told us that
on May 13, he went back to his bank, he redid everything
scythat the traffic would not come down Michigan Avenue
and out Blackwood Street. This is the same thing, here it
shows Route 25, the mobile unit, out the side of it, down
Michigan Avenue."
She said she asked him prior to the meeting
when he was telling her all this if he would please let
her have this in writing. She said,
He told me that he was a country boy
from Nicholas County, he didn't believe
in having everything in writing.

I

"I informed him that I was a counry girl from Sattes
and that until this time I had never required everything in
writing," Mrs. Tincher stated.
She said, Now, I would like this explained to me.
Mr. Karnes said about the best explanation and the
only one I can remember, really, is -- first off, this other
question you had first. I don't have with me the minutes of
the Planning Commission Meeting, but it was July 17, 1978.
Mrs. Tincher inquired, "That was before the first
reading, is that correct?" Mr. Karnes replied, "Yes, the
first reading was August 1, 1978."
Mr. Karnes said, "There was a move at one point for
the people at the bank to,I guess you might call it, give a
presentation of what they intended to build."

I
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Mrs. Tincher said that she asked for a meeting
and he did not contact me before hand. Mr. Karnes said,
Back at that time when that letter was
dated I put everything he gave me in a
packet and gave a copy to all Planning
Commission members at the time. Then,
the city attorney advised us it was not
our function to act on a piece of property.
As a result the presentation never did
take place.
Mr. Karnes said that the latest thing he understood and was brought up here at the Public Hearing was
that they did not intend to disturb Blackwood Street in
their traffic pattern.
Mrs. Tincher replied, "He told me as of May 13,
this letter is dated June 6." Mr. Karnes said that he
didn't know when that copy of the diagram of traffic flow
was printed, but it was prior to the Zoning Board of Appeals
Meeting.

I

Mrs. Tincher said that she had another question,
"This is on Nitro Police Department stationery, a listing
of all the commercial accounts, the saving accounts, checking
accounts, and loans from Nitro, I just don't understand all
this." Mr. Karnes replied that was just a part of that same
presentation.
She asked, "Why is this on Nitro Police
Department stationery?" Mr. Karnes said,"I just used it to
make copies with, most likely, I just got whatever paper was
handy."
She said, "I think you just better watch that a
little, Donald, it looks very official coming out of the
Nitro City Police Department."
Mr. Karnes said, "The Police Department had
nothing to do with this, that was a part of their packet to
make a presentation to this town that we need competition for
the Bank of Nitro.... I think they were showing a need."
Mrs. Tincher stated, "This is a bank, when we
think of businesses what could be more respectful than a
bank, all right, they have lied to me. Why wouldn't
Ginos lie to me?"
Mr. Karnes said that he couldn't speak for the
bank.

I

REQUEST DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 1978 TO BE PLACED
ON THE AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1978 REGARDING REZQNI;NG,
RIVERDALE ACRES; Mrs. Mary E. Wampler, who lives at
111 Michigan Avenue, said that in more or less a follow up
of Mrs. Tincher, it was her understanding and it came pretty
directly, the bank had already purchased the trailer and hired
their help before there were any negotiations and that they
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Mrs . TincKer said that she askexd for a meeting
and he did not contact me before hand. /Mr. Karnes said,
\\
Back at that vtime when that Better was
dated I put everything he gave me in a
packet and gave a copy to ail Planning
Commission Mem rs at the Itime. Then,
the city attorn
advised/us it was not
ct
on a ypiece of
our function to
suit the presentation
property. As a
never did take pi kce. //
•/thing he understood and was
Mr. Karnes said that the lal
brought up here at the Public tearing was that they did not
intend to disturb Blackwood freet in their traffic pattern,
Mrs. Tincher replled\s "He
letter
toldis
medated
as ofJune
May 6/"
13,
Karnes said that he
: diagram of traffic flow
didn't know when that copy /of
was printed, but it was pmor tc the Zoning Board of Appeals
Meeting.
/

I

Mrs. Tincher s&id that khe had another question,
"This is on Nitro Polic£ Department stationery, a listing
of all the commercial accounts, the\g accounts,
checking accounts, and loans from N$±ro, I just don't
understand all this."/ Mr. Karnes replied that was just a
part of that same presentation." SheX asked, "Why is this
on Nitro Police Department stationery A," Mr. Karnes said,
"I just used it to inake copies with, m«jst likely, I just
got whatever paper/was handy."
\e said,"Now, I would like th\ e

Mr. Kernes said about the best :xplanation and
the only one I/can remember, really, i s - -\t off, this
other question-you had first. I don't hav& with me the
minutes of th/ Planning Commission Meeting,\but it was
July 17, 197$.
Mrs. Tincher inquired, "That was before the first
reading, iA that correct?" Mr. Karnes replied, "Yes, the
first reading was August 1, 1978.
/ Mr. Karnes said, "There was a move at\pne point
for the/people at the bank to I guess you might Vail it,
give a/presentation of what they intended to builN
/
Mrs. Tincher said that she asked for a meeting and
he did not contact me before hand.
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Mr. Karnes\said,

/

Back at thak time when that lerter was
dated I put Werything he gave me in a
packet and gave a copy to al]/ Planning
Commission members at the time. Then,
the city attorney advised us^ it was not
our function to. act on a piece of
property. As a\result the /presentation
never did take piace.
/
\
Mr. Karnes said rhat the Ijatest thing he understood
and was brought up here at the Public Hearing was that they did
not intend to disturb Blackwpod Street in their traffic pattern.

I

Mrs. Tincher replieti, "He^ told me as of May 13, this
letter is dated June 6." Mr.\Karn&s said that He didn't know
when that copy of the diagram ^>f traffic flow, was printed,
but it was prior to the ZoningVBoard of Appeals Meeting.
\
Mrs. Tincher said thai /she had another question,
"This is on Nitro Police Department stationery, a listing
of all the commercial accounts, nhe saving accounts, checking
accounts, and loans from Nitro, ;I\just don't understand all
this." Mr. Karnes replied that waa just a part of that same
presentation." She asked, "WlW is\this on Nitro Police
Department stationery?" Mr. Karnes\, "I just used it to
make copies with, most likely,/I just got whatever paper was
handy."
/
\e said, "I think/you jusn berrer watch

I

little, Donald, it looks very official coming out of the
Nitro City Police Department "
l
Mr. Karnes said, /'The Police\Department had nothing
to do with this, that was 1 part of theUr packet to make a
presentation to this town chat we need competition for the
Bank of Nitro.... I think/they were showing a need."
Mrs. Tincher seated, "This is a\bank, when we
think of businessed what/could be more respectful than a
bank, All right, they h^ve lied to me. Wh\ wouldn't Ginos
lie to me?"
Mr. Karnes s/id that he couldn't speak for the bank.
BE PLACED ON THE
REQUEST DA^ED SEPTEMBER 12, 1978
AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER
1978 REGARDING REZONJNG, RIVERDALE ACRES:
Mrs. Mary E.Wampletf,who lives at 111 Michigan Avenue, said that
in more or less a follow up of Mrs. Tincher, p.t was her understanding and it cape pretty directly, the bank had already
purchased the trailer and hired their help before there were
any negotiations and that they had help running over help since
it had not gone through, and that they had to employ that help
at their other bank. She said that came to heV today.

I
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Mrs. Wampler referred to the question she addressed
to the vice president of the bank (St. Albans Citizens National
Bank) and his answer (Special Public Meeting On Proposed
Rezoning, September 11, 1978). Mrs Wampler said that her point
is the man must have had some kind of assurance or he would not
have put his institution on the line.
Mrs. Tincher stated that if he thinks he owns
lot 31-M he's mistaken.
After further discussion, Mrs. Wampler asked,
was my question a logical one. Mr. Karnes replied yes,
I think it is a logical one.
Mrs. Wampler- said "I'm not accusing anyone of
anything, I am just concerned...."
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney said that basically,
the answer to your question is that it probably put them in
a better position with the banking commission as to approval
of their type of application that they might have, because
9 times out of 10 that's where most banks run up against
their opposition.... He said that might be it, I don't know.
Mrs. Wampler said, "I still say the picture they
presented to whomever they presented it is very much blurred."

I

REQUEST DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 1978 TQ BE PLACED ON
THE AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1978 REGARDING REZONING;
RIVERDALE ACRES A5EA1Mrs. Rosemary Young, 209 Michigan Avenue,
said that she noticed Mr. Braunlin's attitude at the public
meeting, and that he really did not care about us. She said
that they have had two court orders and the property was in
just as bad a shape as it was, and that they had no regard
for anyone around them.
Mrs. Young said
This is what we're trying to say, this
is the attitude of the business men in
the district. Now, what are we going
to have to put up with if it is rezoned.
You say you are going to make more
stringent laws, but will you?
Mr. Karnes saidmabsplutely.
, .,
,,
,,r ,
,
Mrs. Tincher addressed Mr. Karnes, I haye been
there 45 y.ears abd I intend to. stay as long as I live,
You are assuring me and I think I can believe you, but
what about the people that come after you?"

^
•
•
^*
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Mr. Karnes said that we can't promise anything
beyond our term, but he felt we would have responsible
people here.
REQUEST DATED SEPTEMBER 15, 1978 TO BE PLACED
ON THE AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1978 REGARDING REZONING~
RIVERDALE ACRES AREA:Mr. Clarence Hudson, Four Gravely Drive,
addressed Mayor Gibson and Counoilmen.
You are in a few minutes going to make a
decision here that's going to affect a
lot of people. It's going to affect a
lot of people after we're gone. This
decision is important. You know we're
going to be able to tell whether or not
the decision you all make here tonight is
a decision that -- We're going to know
whether or not you represent the people
who elected you to your job or whether
or not after you got elected that you
don't care anymore about the people.
You know,if after you all get elected then
you don't care about the people that come
to the meetings and have something to say,
if you don't care about listening to them,
then, we'll know what kind of people you
really are. You'll show your true colors.

I

Mayor Gibson said let me interrupt you a moment if

I may.
You're kind of off base, I think you're
trying to say that the men sitting around
this table are not honorable and that these
men could care less about the citizens up
there, and about the progress of Nitro and
I, personally for one, resent very much your
statements.

Mr. Hudson stated you know some months ago when the
Citizens Bank applied for rezoning they came through proper
channels, they applied through the rezoning.
Mr. Karnes stated, "May I correct you there, they
did not come through proper channels."

I

Mr. Hudson said, I stand corrected they came through
the Zoning Board of Appeals, they had their just say, The
people in the area affected had their just say and the
Zoning Board of Appeals ruled in favor of the people.

Mr. Hudson continued,
You know, this brings us to the reason
that this great United States has come
to be. You know, the United States was
formed because the people needed a voice
in what was going on. You know, the
Boston Tea Party. How many remember the
Boston Tea Party, England was taxing the
United States and the United States didn't
have anything to say about it, that is
the same thing we have got here. The
people threw tea in the ocean to rebel .

I

Coming on up to modern times, the great
country of Japan, they build a multimillion dollar airport without asking
the people. So what happens; now, they
can't use it. Because the people rebel ed.
The people has to be heard. Somebody has
to listen to the people.
Here in the United States in the last few
months, the people want proposition 13 in
California, this is a good example, that
government has long had a blank check to
do with as they please with what they have
got and all they can get, but the people
had a say so in it.

I

The people says it time to stop and listen
to the people. You know, and I am not going
to tell you all, you know that if you all
rezone this up here that we are going to
have a revolution or that we are going to
throw tea in the Kanawha River, but I'm
going to tell you that the people is going
to be heard. In this day and time the people
has to be listened to, cause you represent the
people.
He further stated, "However this thing goes, the
people in this room and the people that have been here before
and the people that will be here after will know how you vote,
tonight, and they will know and they will tell in the next
election whether you vote the way the people that elected you
wanted you to. If I'm out of order, I will apologize to the
committee and thank you for allowing me to be heard."
REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA REGARDING LIGHT
AT SOFTBALL FIELD:Mr. Joe Javins, 4120 3rd Avenue, was not
present.

I
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Mrs. Juanita Goss, 103 Michigan Avenue, said
said that she lived in the second house below where the
bank will be, if the rezoning goes through. She asked
if they would widen the street if traffic goes down
Michigan Avenue. She said she has a son that is a paraplegic
and she was concerned about him backing the car onto
Michigan Avenue.
Mrs. Tincher said that they said they (the bank)
changed it (traffic pattern) May 13, but in this letter
June 6, they still have not changed it.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said we can get a
statement what they are and what they are not going to do.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1. Nitro Police Department Activity Report for
August, 1978 and attached thereto was Dunbar - Nitro
Animal Control report for August, 1978

I

2. Mr. F. Layton Cottrill, Nitro City Attorney,
had written a letter dated August 28, 1978 to Mr. Peyton
in reply to a letter dated July 11, 1978 to Mayor Gibson
from Harvey D. Peyton of Calwell, Steel, McCormick and
Peyton, L.C. in reference to Lots 6, 7, 8, $ and 10,
Crescent City Subdivision, Blake's Drive, Nitro, West Virginia,
owned by Mr. Guy Sizemore.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 6,
1978 from Mr. M.V. Dunlap, 3506 35th Street, in response to
the petition given Mayor Gibson by residents on Second Avenue
to make that avenue one way from Twenty-Second Street toward
40th Street.
4.

Minutes of the Pension Board Meeting, September 6,

1978
5. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 8,
1978 from Mr. Alvin Hicks, President of the Nitro Lions Little
League requesting the city provide the labor for a new roof
on the press box, and the city provide the labor to construct
another building close to the present concession stand.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
city provide the labor for a new roof on the press box. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion
passed.

6. Proposed subdivision
and each councilman was encouraged
recommend changes if they desired.
regarding the proposed subdivision

Ordinance, City of Nitro to read it one time and
Mr. Cottrill spoke briefly
ordinance.

Mayor Gibson said that he had talked to Mrs. Betty
Layton on the phone September 13, 1978 and that Mrs. Doris
Hudnall, Mrs. Trish Finch,and Mrs. Layton were requesting that
a "NO TRESPASSING" sign erected near the end of Minor Avenue
be removed so that their children who go to Baker Elementary
School could walk through the Smith Street Landfill to and
from school thereby keeping off the sidewalk near Main Avenue.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
sign be removed. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS
AND NEW BUSINESS.
TOM MELTON, CITY RECORDER:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart stated the
Lions Club Antique Car Show was successful, and he thanked
the city for its assistance.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen said that council had a copy from the Police
Department Civil Service Commission of the changes in the
physical fitness test which they had approved and that the
Policemen's Civil Service Commission was requesting the
City Council's approval. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion the changes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
(A copy of the same will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to allow
$3,000 to Mr. Gene Williams, Director of Public Works to take
care of some of the drainage problems in the city. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
In reference to the petition turned in by the residents
of 26th Street concerning the sidewalk, Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen asked Mr. Carl Ashley, 2610 26th Street to comment.
Mr. Carl Ashley said that they would go so far as
to buy this 12 feet of ground up to the curb and put in the
sidewalk themselves, if there was any way they could do this
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that this would
become a part of the paving program in order to get the residents
a cost estimate.

I
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COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey explained
section G, paragraph 901 entitled permissive uses, Article IX
of the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Nitro. He stated that
section G pertains to theaters, assembly halls, billiard or
pool parlors, bowling alleys, and other public recreation uses
Councilman Bailey made a motion the Ordinance
Committee take under advisement section G, paragraph 901
entitled permissive uses, Article IX and be it resolved
that these types of business could be approved only by
special consideration of the City Council with a unanimous
vote, and that this be turned over to the City Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart,
and the motion passed unanimously. Some discussion took
place by some of the elected officials as to whether it
would be constitutional to require a unanimous vote by
the governing body as opposed to a majority vote.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

I

no reports

Councilman Hughart made a motion the previous
motion made by Councilman at'Large Donald Karnes,Vice
President of the Planning Commission regarding the
second reading of the Zoning Ordinance, which was tabled
be brought back on the floor. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
Councilman Hughart stated he would like to say
a couple of thing before we vote on this.
I feel that the bank did answer the
question the other night in the public
hearing and itj s in the minutes of the
special meeting as to why they bought the
property. Also the bank did make a
statement and it's in the minutes of the
public meeting as their plans for egress
and ingress on Route 25 only.
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I think to some people who have fears of
beer joints and undesirable businesses
that we have proven how we feel about
it in your motion. I think as we' vote
we are voting our feeling and we are
planning on doing a job for the city,
and regardless of how I vote, I feel
like I am doing the right thing.

Councilman Bailey stated
I feel that I'm as well aware of the
need for change and progress as anyone and the people is aware of the
need for additional revenue for our
city.

I

However I believe that I would be
doing wrong and this is in no way
in alignment with what Jerry
mentioned tonight, because I have
been praying about this thing and
I've been thinking about it and
talking about it very constantly
with the constituents in my ward.
I feel very strongly I would be
going against the people since the
vast majority of those who have
voiced their feelings, not only
verbally but in writing that are
in opposition to it. Particularly
those who signed the petition who
are directly affected. Now not those
who signed the petition that normally -Mr. Johnson signed it, his family -he would only be indirectly affected
by it but others can sign it also
where there are other areas of concern.
I believe the petition said about
97 percent or about 93 percent or
something like that.
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But anyway I feel that I would be
doing wrong to vote for the ordinance
to rezone because of their voiced
verbal and written opposition to it.
I think there are additional avenues
which we must also consider and I
think this comes under the Planning
Commission to pursue, one of which we
have already set the machinery in
orderly foundation. We haven't as yet
utilized this.
I also feel our attorney is helping us
in the direction of changing some of the
ordinances as well as the Planning
Commission to up date it and to bring
it up to the modern times if that is the
proper term.
But, I must vote against the zoning issue and
for these reasons I have just stated.
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Dr. Allen stated
To me I have not discussed this with but
only one person in this room, as>;,@us : Bailey.
I have stayed away from meetings, public
meetings to not get a biased mind. This
is a question that is very challenging for
the City of Nitro in the status quo condition
that we're in. I hope this will be a change,
a course of events in the city and
hopefully it will be the beginning of a
change to eliminate the one comment that
you hear within our city, "The city is
dying on the vine and we must do something
about it." I do know also that this is
generally a very unpopular thing for these
men who are sitting around this table, but
we cannot stand idly by and allow apathy
to continue which will influence the
future of our city. I know there are
people who question the wisdom for the
change and I respect their opinions.
I also believe that there are other
people in the community who would be
equally as hostile if we do not try to
make changes to better our city, but
again its the old saying, "Whose ox has
been gored", so, I would say I will
personally vote for the change in
zoning. I can't ignore the minds of
the citizens or the needs of the city.
I sit on the Finance Committee and I
know that we have to do something, we
have to do it immediately. I hope this
will make for a better place to live and
to provide the services that are needed
within our community.
Thanl? you, Mayor.

Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made
by Councilman at Large Karnes (That the city officials
adopt the Zoning Ordinance, number 189 by having the second
reading thereby amending the existing Zoning Ordinance
which was adopted by City Council, October 6, 1970)
pertaining to zoning area 18, and seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed. Councilman Bailey
voted in opposition of adopting the Ordinance, number 189.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
for adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 3, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 3, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean
Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
James B. Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist
Church.

I

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES ON
PROPOSED STREET PAVING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 18, 1978:
Councilman Hughart stated that he had a letter from the
people on Sixth Street petitioning that the street not be paved.
Councilman Bailey stated that he had received a
phone call from Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Cremeans, 201 Owens Street,
and they were against paving Owens Street. Mayor Gibson said
that he had also received a letter from Mr. and Mrs. Cremeans
to this effect, the Mayor at this time passed out a copy of the
letter.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion the
Special Public Meeting Minutes On Proposed Street Paving
held on September 18, 1978 be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 19,
1978: Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

I

APPROVAL OF AUGUST, 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
stated that council had received a copy of the August, 1978
Financial Statement, and made a motion the August, 1978
Financial Statement be approved.
The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25,
1978 AND OCTOBER 2 1978:Councilman at Large Karnes, Vice
President of the Planning Commission said that everyone had
a copy of the September 18, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.
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Councilman at Large Karnes referred to a letter to
the Nitro Planning Commission from Mayor Gibson dated September 25,
1978 asking that they examine and make recommendations on
section G, paragraph 901, Article IX of the Zoning Ordinance
for the City of Nitro. Mr. Karnes stated it was the consensus
of the Nitro Planning Commission that they need legal advice
to make that change, and they do not have a recommendation yet,
but one will be forthcoming.
Councilman at Large Karnes stated that at the Cctober 2,
1978 meeting Ms. Pat White and Mr. Byron Carpenter were present
at the Planning Commission Meeting. They are from the Regional
Intergovernmental Council. He said they felt the best direction
to go was Urban Development Action Grants. He further stated
that the Regional Intergovernmental Council was willing to
assist the city in everyway possible.
Councilman at Large Karnes referred to a letter to
Mayor Gibson from the Nitro Planning Commission in reference to
their recommendations for improving the image of the City of Nitro.
Mr. Karnes credited Dr. Byrd for the suggestion of the letter
and for the rough draft. Mr. Karnes stated that is was not
the intent of the Planning Commission to point a finger at
anyone but thought everyone needed to take more interest
as the letter indicated.

I

BIDS OPENED FOR NEW PAGER SYSTEM FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder, stated that he had received 5 bids,
and passed them to members of council and requested they be
opened and read.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: from John D. Bruffy & Associaes, Inc.
14 Bank Street, Nitro, WV 25143
1 Ea. Redicom pager, Model RF-654, each unit $258.00
1 Commex Paging Encoder, Model 100-C
495.00
TOTAL

25 units

$6,945

Estimated delivery time: six (6) weeks from date of
receipt of order.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

from Electronic Communication, Inc.
408 Old Goff Mountain Road
Nitro, WV 25143
25 Voice Alert Pagers and one Voice Alert Encoder.
TOTAL COST OF Bid is $8,105.

I
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COUNCILMAN DR CASSELL:

I
25
25
25
25
1

from Dill's Mountaineer
Associates, Inc.
Ravenswood, WV 26164

VA3 Pager, $242 each
RP123 Batteries, $7 each
group call option, $15 each
RP119 charger amplifier, $50 each
TE100 tone encoder
TOTAL
terms net 30 days
F.O.B. Nitro, WV
delivery 8-12 weeks
Pagers and encoder - 1 year warranty parts and labor
Encoder is for equipment only and not installed.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: from Signal Division
Federal Signal Corporation
P. 0. Box 406
Worthington, OH 43085

I

25 Federal Voice Alert Pagers,
model VA3, including nicad battery (RP123)
group call option, and RP119 charge amplifier
1 Federal model TE100 tone encoder
with capability of 90 individual
calls and 10 group calls
TOTAL bid price

$6,280

420
$6,700

FOB Nitro, WV
terms, net 30 days
all items include a full one-year parts and
labor warranty.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: from Motorola Communication and
Electronics, Inc.
1304 Charleston National Plaza
Charleston, WV 25301
25 H03EAB1212-N Minitor
25 NLN1292 Charger 1 amp
1 Moden 100, Encoder

I

each $235.00
each
65.00
each 568.00

$5,875.00
1,625.00
568.00
$8,068.50
Councilman at Large Karnes said he didn't know where
the 50 cents came in.
Note: Group call option for individual plus group call
capability - add $25 per unit.
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated there were
two factors to consider, are the batteries rechargable and
are they included in this price, and is the charger included
in the price or do we have to buy this separately.
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Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to refer these
bids to the Fire Department Committee and give them authority
to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and
the motion passed.
PUBLIC MEETING REGARDING PROPOSED PAVING OF A
PORTION OF MAIN AVENUE STARTING FROM THE INTERSECTION OF
MAIN AVENUE AND WALKER STREET GOING EAST TO THE INTERSECTION
OF MAIN AVENUE AND CENTER STREET:Mr. Don Evans who owns
apartments at 1212 MainAvenue, Nitro, asked about the cost.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated he could not give him a
cost factor at this time, but he would get an answer for him.
Mayor Gibson suggested Mr. Evans call Mr. Dan Warner of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. and said that it was doubtful
any work would be done till next spring. Mr. Evans stated
that Main Avenue is a main artery and it seems a shame the
property owners on that street have to pay for the bulk of
the traffic coming from all the other feeder streets, and
asked if only the property owners on the right hand side
of the street would pay or would the property owners on
both sides of Main Avenue pay for the repaving. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen stated that the city attorney would give
us an answer on this question. There was also some discussion
regarding the engineering as it pertains to making a recap to
only one side of Main Avenue.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 22,
1978, from Thomas T. Kirk, P.E. Vice President of Wildwood
Development Corporation, confirming the meeting which was held
on the site on September 19, 1978 in Section 14 of Brookhaven
sub-division with Dr. Guy Cassell, Mr. Danny Warner of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc., Mr. Robert Rogers, and Mr. Kirk.
2. Mayor Gibson had written Mr. Steve Muth, Department of Natural Resources, McClintic Wildlife Division, Rt. 1,
Box 125, Pt. Pleasant, WV 25550, a letter dated September 22,
1978, granting the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources
permission to stock the fishing lake at Ridenour Memorial Park
with trout one month each year, either late winter or early
spring.

I
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3. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
September 25, 1978 to Mr. Olaf Walker, President, Nitro
Planning Commission, asking that they examine and make
recommendations on Article IX, paragraph 901, section G
of the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
4. E. W. Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire
Department had written a letter dated September 26, 1978,
to Mr. Dave Jones, Nitro Fireman, congratulating him on his
performance and abilities.
5. E. W. Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire
Department, had written a letter dated September 26, 1978,
to Reverend James Arbogast, thanking him for the years of
faithful service he had given the Nitro Fire Department.
6. E. W. Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire
Department, had written a letter dated September 26, 1978,
to Mayor Gibson requesting a copy of blue prints or floor
plans of all multiple family dwelling and all business
buildings in the City of Nitro.
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7. Nitro City Council and Mayor Gibson received
a letter dated September 27, 1978 from Elaine H. King,
Principal of Andrews Heights School requesting permission
for three of the mothers to call on a number of merchants
in Nitro for donations for their carnival October 12 and
13.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
grant their request. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
September 29, 1978 to Mr. Chester H. Bradeen, Vice President
of Operations, Americare of West Virginia, Inc.,
1730 Charleston National Plaza, Charleston, West Virginia 25301
in reference to a proposed nursing home in the Nitro area.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington referred to a letter dated October 2, 1978
from Mr. Clyde Willard, 1428 West 14th Street, Nitro, in
reference to a proposed women's Softball field to be
situated on city property behind the swimming pool, to be
used primarily for Senior League Girls, ages 12 through 15,
Big League Girls, ages 16 through 18, and a women's
Softball league. Mr. Willard requested support in this matter.
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Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to
refer this request to the Recreation Committee giving them
the authority to act. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen stated that at a Police Committee meeting
they had been discussing the Crime Prevention Program, and
they are in the process of organizing a crime prevention
unit of the Nitro Police Department and they will spend
a total of 20 hours a week on this program. He stated
that the Nitro unit would be eligible for some state and
federal monies to assist with the expenses of this.
Patrolman Hill gave a presentation on
Crime Prevention.
(Copy is in supplement file to the minutes.)
His Presentation was applauded by everyone present.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that he
received a letter today to the Police Committee from Leo
Bradley, Chief of Police, regarding traffic problems that
generate on the west side during hockey and football games.
Dr. Allen read the letter. (Copy is in the
supplement file to the minutes.)
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COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller stated
that he had a petition in regard to this situation signed
by 75 people, and requested it be filed in the Police Committee
for consideration (Copy of petition is in supplement file to
the minutes.)
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept Chief Bradley's recommendations as outlined in his
letter dated October 2, 1978. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
After hearing some of the complaints from some
of the citizens present who had signed the petition it was
decided that the letter requested correction to most of the
problems.
One of the ladies present stated that the soccer
teams play 2 days a week from 8:30 a.m. until night, and
there is no sanitary facilities.

I
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COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller said he
would defer recommendation for street lights until next
meeting, but he would like to know if Martins Court is a
dedicated Street or if it was private property.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that a lot of
work on the drainage problem had been done on Michigan Avenue,
and this new drainage tile and ditching should correct the
drainage problem that Councilman Bailey has been receiving
complaints about.

Mr. Kermit Null stated that if they were going to
talk to Mr. Sam Lee, Principal at Nitro Junior High School,
to ask him to have the buses load and unload on the parking
lot.
Councilman Miller made a motion to refer this to
the Traffic Committee and Police Committee. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion passed.

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion passed.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 17, 1978
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 17, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Layton Cottrill, City
Attorney, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at
Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
William Westlund, Pastor of the Nitro First Presbyterian Church.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 3, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
CounciIman at Large Pennington made a motion the Council
Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mayor Gibson stated that Tom Melton, City Recorder and
Chairman of the Finance Committee, was on vacation and the
September Financial Statement was not ready.
SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR 1979 POLICE CRUISER:
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of the Finance
Committee passed the 4 bids to members of council and requested
they be opened and read.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

1 New 1979 Police Cruiser

from Childers Chevrolet
41st Street and 1st Avenue
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
TOTAL

Less trade-in of one 1976 Chevrolet
Police Cruiser
NET TOTAL

I

$7,432.47
1,323.54
$6,108.93

DELIVERY, approximately 45-50 days from date of firm order.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: from Joe Holland Chevrolet, Inc.
210 MacCorkle Avenue
South Charleston, WV 25303
1 New 1979 Police Cruiser

TOTAL

$6,072.56

Less trade-in of one 1976 Chevrolet
Police Cruiser
NET TOTAL

400.00
$5,672.56

I

DELIVERY, approximately 100 days from date of firm order.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL : from Tag Galyean Chevrolet, Inc.
Washington and Broad Street
Charleston, WV 25301
1 New 1979 Police Cruiser

TOTAL

$6,473.51

Less trade-in of one 1976 Chevrolet
Police Cruiser
NET TOTAL

250.00
$6,223.51

DELIVERY, 8 to 10 weeks from date of firm order.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

from

C & 0 Motors, Inc. Fleet Dept.
402 MacCorkle Avenue
St. Albans, WV 25177
1 New 1979 Police Cruiser

TOTAL

$7,530.38

NET TOTAL

1,799.48
$5,730.90

Less trade-in of one 1976
Police Cruiser

I

DELIVERY, 100 days from date of firm order.
Councilman Hughart made a motion the bids for the
new 1979 police cruiser be referred to the Police Department
Committee and then be brought back to council.
The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes.
Councilman Hughart, Councilman at Large Karnes, and
Councilman Bailey voted for the motion. Councilman Dr. Cassell,
Councilman at Large Pennington, and Councilman Miller voted
against the motion. Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Police
Department Committee, stated that he was chairman of the
committee and therefore did not vote.

I
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Since the vote was tied Mayor Gibson cast the
deciding vote, voting against the motion, therefore, the
motion was rejected.
Then, Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to
refer the bids for the new police cruiser to the Police
Department Committee and give the committee authority
to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed. Councilman Dr. Cassell,
Councilman at Large Pennington, and Councilman Miller voted
for the motion. Councilman Hughart, Councilman at Large
Karnes, and Councilman Bailey voted against the motion.
Again, Mayor Gibson cast the deciding vote,
voting for the motion, and the motion carried.

I

REPORT ON SEALED BIDS WHICH WERE OPENED OCTOBER 3,
1978 FOR NEW PAGER SYSTEM FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: Councilman at Large Mel Pennington informed council that the low
bid for the new pager system for the Fire Department was
turned in by Signal Division - Federal Signal Corporation,
and the total bid price was $6,700. Councilman at Large
Pennington further stated that the Fire Department Committee
had been given the authority to act and that the Fire
Department Committee has awarded the contract to Signal
Division - Federal Signal Corporation. P. 0. Box 406,
Worthington, Ohio.
SEALED BIDS TO BE OPENED FOR BASE STATION CONTROL
UNIT FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: Councilman Mel Pennington,
Chairman of the Fire Department Committee, passed the bids
to members of council and requested they be opened and read.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

from Electronic Communications, Inc.
408 Old Goff Mountain Road
Nitro, WV 25143

One Base Station Control Unit
Installation

COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

$850.00
75.00
$925.00

from Signal Division-Federal Signal Corp.
P. 0. Box 406
Worthington, OH 43085

The letter stated "No Bid" was being submitted on
One Base Station Control Unit.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: from John D. Bruffy & Associates,
Inc. 14 Bank St., Nitro, WV
Fire Station Remote Control Unit
One RCA DC Remote as per Specifications
TOTAL
$385.00

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

One T1882 Desk Top Controller

from Motorola Communications
and Electronics, Inc.
1304 Charleston National
Plaza
Charleston, WV 25301

I

$438.00

(Please note on the attached specifications sheet
that the FCC requires a Supervisory Switch" and a Line
Operated Transmit Light when using parallel dispatch
points. These items may be added to the above price for
an additional $74.50.)

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to refer the bids
for the base station control unit to the Fire Department
Committee and give the Fire Department Committee authority
to act. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
Councilman Hughart and Councilman at Large Karnes
voted against the motion. Councilman Hughart stated that
he felt the department heads should be consulted before
decisions are made for purchasing equipment and further
explained that Chief Hedrick of the Nitro Fire Department
did not get what he wanted (pager system). Councilman at
Large Pennington replied that he got what was called for
in the specifications.

I

REPORT ON MEETING HELD OCTOBER 11, 1978 AT
CANAAtPVALLEY (WV COUNCIL OF TOWNS AND CITIES):
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, member of the Board
of Directors of the West Virginia Council of Towns and Cities
stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss
proposed bills or resolutions to be inacted in this session
of the West Virginia State Legislature which would affect
the towns and cities.
He stated that at a meeting to be held at the
Daniel Boone Hotel January 28-30, 1979, invitations will
be;issued to the members of the legislature, and that
certain bills will be discussed.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen encouraged the city
officials of Nitro to attend the meeting.
DATE FOR HALLOWEEN, TENTATIVE DATE OCTOBER 31,
1978; Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion Nitro
observe October 31, 1978 from 6:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m.
for Halloween. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Bailey, and the motion passed.

I

5

I

KANAWHA CABLEVISION: Mayor Gibson stated that he
had written a letter asking Mr. Don Patton from Kanawha
CableVision to the council meeting as a result of a petition
he had received from residents of Michigan Avenue (500 block),
and complaints from citizens in the area of 31st Street East.
He stated that he had also received complaints from
citizens on Rockledge Drive and Rockledge Circle regarding the
delay in getting Kanawha CableVision.
Mrs. Edward Limbach, 210 Rockledge Drive, Nitro,
Mrs. James T. Sykes, 307 Rockledge Circle, Nitro, and
Mr. Robert J. Cochran, 206 Rockledge Drive, were present and
expressed their viewpoints. They were of the opinion that
they had been getting the"run around"for a few months as to
when they could expect cablevision service.
Mr. Don Patton stated that they should be through
with construction on the 500 block of Michigan Avenue by
November 10, 1978.
He stated that they must finish another underground project before they could start on Rockledge Drive
and Rockledge Circle and that easements from property owners
must first be obtained.

I

Mr. Robert J. Cochran, 206 Rockledge Drive inquired
when will the service be made available. Mr. Patton said
November 15, five or six days of that date. He said they had
to get easements from the builder on the unsold lots.
After further discussion Mr. Patton said that they
would start construction on East 31st Street when they
finish Michigan avenue, the last half of November.

Mayor Gibson said that he had received a petition
from the residents of Old County Road to have their mail
delivered to their door to eliminate vandalism of mail boxes
and theft of mail.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
authorize Mayor Gibson to write a letter to the Charleston
Post Office in reference to the petition with a copy
going to the Nitro Post Office. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.

I

Mayor Gibson stated he had received a request
from Mr. Bill Fore to have an auction at 118 Bank Street,
Nitro Thursday or Friday night to sell new and used furniture,
and miscellaneous items.
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Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to refer the
request to the Business and Civic Betterment Committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Allen, and the
motion passed. Councilman at Large Pennington said he
would report back to council at the next council meeting
(November 14, 1978).

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
Copies of the correspondence will be kept in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 29,
1978 from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of the West Virginia
Department of Highways, 1900 Washington Street East, Charleston,
West Virginia 25305, in reference to plans to add an additional
lane to WV Route 25 in Nitro from the intersection of Plant
Road to the vicinity of 38th Street. (A field review of this
project has been scheduled for Friday, October 20, 1978.. All
parties will meet at the intersection of Route 25 and Plant Road
at 9:00 a.m.)
2. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated October 2,
1978 to Mr. Fred Haddad and Mr. Russell Isaacs of Hecks, Inc.
thanking them for their Public Service Campaign..
3. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter
dated October 4, 1978 to Mr. Charles Miller, Commissioner
West Virginia Department of Highways, 1900 Washington Street, E.,
Charleston, WV 25305 from Michael J. Russell, Executive
Director, Regional Intergovernmental Council, 1426 Kanawha
Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia 25301, in reference
to a request from Mayor Gibson concerning the intersection
of Route 25 and 21st Street. (A bend had existed in Route 25
which creates a hazard to smooth traffic flow through the
intersection.)
4.

I

NITRO LIONS LITTLE LEAGUE MINUTES, October 4,

1978.

5. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated October 6,
1978 to Mr. Don Patton, Kanawha Cablevision Service (500 block
of Michigan Avenue).
6. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated October 6,
1978 to Don Patton regarding complaints from residents living
on Rockledge Drive and Rockledge Circle.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

I

i

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington complimented Mr. Don Bowman, the humane
officer, on the excellent job he felt Mr. Bowman was doing.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said he
understood road work was being done on Spring Street, and
that the hand railing was broken on Spring Street.
He stated that the fire hydrant just to the
right of Owens Street before you get to the railroad track
is hidden by weeds, and requested that a representative of
the fire department inspect the fire hydrants.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Dr. Allen stated
that he was still receiving petitions on not paving the
streets. He said he would meet with the Street Committee
and Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, to make a decision how
to handle this type of thing. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
said that council would be notified of the results of the
meeting.

i

COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
motion
street
motion
passed

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller made a
a street light be installed on Martin Court and that
lights be installed around the new garage. The
was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
unanimously.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes, and the motion passed.
A closing prayer was given by Reverend William
Westlund, Pastor of the Nitro First Presbyterian Church.

MAYOR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
NOVEMBER 14, 1978
The meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on November 14, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Tom Melton, City Recorder,
Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Miller.

I

Mayor Gibson stated the rose was placed before us
to signify true and genuine respect for our departed public
servant, the late Mr. Hugo Tidquist, a former councilman and
a gentleman, whom we highly respected and loved.
Mayor Gibson announced that as a special tribute
to the late Mr. Tidquist City Hall will be closed tomorrow
afternoon starting at 1:00 p.m, and said, "I'm sure I'm
speaking for all of us when I say we've truly lost a wonderful
friend."
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 17, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the Council Meeting
Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Tom Melton,City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
September, 1978 Financial Statement, and made a motion the
September, 1978 Statement be accepted. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.

I

10
REQUEST FROM BILL FORE TO HAVE AN AUCTION AT
118 BANK STREET TO SELL USED FURNITURE AND MISCELLANEOUS
ITEMS: Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman of The
Business and Civic Betterment Committee, stated that it
was decided Mr. Fore would have an opportunity on a
trial basis to operate the store, and would only be
open on Friday nights. Mr. Melton said that a license
has been issued to Mr. Fore.

I

REQUEST TO SOLICIT FROM SALVATION ARMY DURING
CHRISTMAS SEASON:Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman
of The Business and Civic Betterment Committee, gave the floor
to Councilman Hughart. Councilman Hughart stated that The
Nitro Lions Club had assumed the responsibility of taking
care of all the Christmas baskets in the Nitro area.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to give permission to the
Salvation Army, and to give permission to the Lions Club to
solicit in Nitro during the Christmas season for their
contributions to the needy. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
REQUEST FROM MRS. MARY JANE GOFF REGARDING THE
ERECTION OF A ONE WAY TRAFFIC SIGN ON 23rd STREET AT "THE
PARKING LOT EXIT OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH: Mayor Gibson
stated he had received a request from Mary Goff that a
ONE WAY TRAFFIC sign be erected at the exit of the Baptist
Church parking so people driving out of parking lot would
turn the correct way onto 23rd Street.
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Councilman Miller made a motion the sign be erected.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the
motion passed unanimously.
PROPOSED STREET DEDICATION REQUEST AS MADE BY
MOTOR CAR SUPPLY COMPANY REGARDING BROADWAY GARDEN APARTMENTS:
Mayor Gibson referred to a letter dated October 13,1978,from
Mr. Otis L. O'Connor of Steptoe and Johnson, a law firm
representing Motor Car Supply Company addressed to Mr. Cottrill,
City Attorney. Mr. O'Connor stated he was authorized to convey
to Mr. Cottrill, as City Attorney for the City of Nitro, the
offer of Motor Car Supply Company, a corporation, to dedicate
to the City of Nitro all of the streets within the boundaries
of the property of Broadway Gardens Apts., which property
fronts on Broadway Avenue in Nitro. Mr. Cottrill explained
a document of dedication, and said he thought it was brought
to his attention that the property in question wasn't really
that suitable for making it a public street, that Mr. Williams,
Director of Public Works, indicated it was more of a parking lot.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to reject
the offer made by Motor Car Supply Company which was to dedicate
to the City of Nitro all of the streets within the boundaries
of the property of Broadway Gardens Apts.,which property fronts
on Broadway Avenue in Nitro. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.

*
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and the motion passed.
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After further discussion on the pros and cons
of the offer made by Motor Car Supply Company, and the
consideration of the private citizens who own property
there, it was decided that it was not a through street.
Since much of the cement right-of-way was privately owned,
probably, just to turn an automobile around would
necessitate driving upon privately owned property.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made
by Councilman at Large Karnes to reject the offer made by
Motor Car Supply Company. This motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
Councilman Miller and Councilman Bailey voted against the
motion.
•^

I

Councilman at Large Hughart stated that as a
councilman under certain conditions he would reconsider
but not as the conditions are now. Mayor Gibson was
questioned as to whether or not the citizens were receiving
city services. Mayor Gibson stated that at Broadway Gardens
people were receiving services: trash pick up, garbage pick
up, and services from the other departments.
Mr. Cottrill was requested by council to convey the
decision of the city council to the proper parties.
REQUEST FROM GREYHOUND LINES, INC.: Mayor Gibson
referred to a letter he had received dated October 18, 1978
from Greyhound Lines, Inc. requesting the designation of a
bus parking zone only directly in front of the Nitro News,
Mrs. Gordon R. Priestly's place of business, for the hours
11:30 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer the request of the Greyhound Lines, Inc. to the
Street and Traffic Committee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated he appointed Mr. Jay Byron Long
who resides at 1107 Main Avenue, Nitro, as the Recreation
Director, replacing Jack Eastwood as Recreation Director,
pending council's approval.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to approve
the Recreation Director appointment made by the Mayor. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed unanimously.

I
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Mr. Long said that officially he would start
working November 16, and that unofficially he had been on
the job one week getting a midget basketball program worked
out. He said they ware planning 2 more Softball fields, and
he expressed his appreciation to all present for the vote
of confidence. He assured everyone that he would make every
effort to do an outstanding job as department head of the
Recreation Department.
Councilman Hughart ....
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M.ivor Gibson stated that since last Council Meeting
Council had received Copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence will be in the supplement file to the
minutes.)
1.

NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION, OCTOBER 2, 1978

2.

NITRO POLICE BULLETIN, NUMBER 7

I

Minutes

3. Mayor Gibson and Council Members received a
memorandum from concerned citizens of this area in reference
to a better route that was suggested to Mr. Welch for Kanawha
County School Bus, Number 651 (Driver: Mr. Poff).
4. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 20,
1978 from E. R. Barnard, Manager Governmental Bids, Domtar
Industries Inc., Sifto Salt Division in reference to Mayor
Gibson's request for price quotation on Nitro highway de-icing
salt requirements for the 1978-79 winter season.
5. Mayor Gibson
1978 to The Honorable John
reference to a request for
Program (for two projects)
hundred dollars (73,500).

had written a letter dated October 25,
D. Rockefeller, IV, Governor, in
funding from the Partnership Grant
for seventy-three thousand five

6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated November 2,
1978 from H. 0. Ours, Pastor of the Nitro Church of the
Nazarene, thanking him for attending their Community Day Service.
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7. Memorandum dated November 3, 1978 from Leo J. Bradley,
Chief of Nitro Police Department to Kanawha County Ambulance
Personnel stationed at the Nitro Office in reference to several
complaints received from citizens.
8. Mayor Gibson and Mr. Melton, City Recorder, received
a letter from Don Patten, Manager of Kanawha Cablevision in
reference to their request of an increase of fifty cents a month
on their service (making the rate $7.50).
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer this request
to the Consumer Protection Committee. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
9. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Ivan D. Meadows,
President, Nitro Lions Little League, asking council's approval
to fence the new field just inside the Nitro Park.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to refer
this request to the Recreation Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Pennington, and the motion passed.

I
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10. Mayor Gibson read a letter dated November 13
1978, addressed to him from Gene Williams, Director of Public
Works, in reference to the contract price, two thousand nine
hundred dollars ($2,900) quoted by Mr. O.G. Huffman to cut an
opening 12 feet by 14 feet through the masonary wall in the
basement of the City Maintenance Garage situated on Plant
Road.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to accept
the contract price by Mr. O.G. Huffman as quoted in his
agreement dated November 13, 1978 to provide the necessary
equipment, material, and labor for a sum of two thousand
nine hundred dollars ($2,900) to cut an opening 12 feet by
14 feet through the masonary wall in the basement of the
City Maintenance Garage situated on Plant Road and other
additional work as outlined in Mr. 0. G. Huffman's
agreement dated November 13, 1978 addressed to Mayor Gibson
providing Mr. Huffman have sufficient liability insurance,
and that Mr. Huffman does the work as a contractor and not as
a City of Nitro employee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
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11. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
November 14, 1978 to Mr. George Wright, Postmaster in
reference to a petition received from residents of Old County
Road requesting mail delivery to their door.
12. Mayor Gibson and Members of Nitro City Council
received a letter dated November 14, 1978 from Mrs. Ardith
Rohmiller, Principal of Nitro Elementary School inviting
them to attend an open meeting of the Nitro .-Elementary School
Parent-Teacher Association, Monday, November 20th, at 7:30 p.m.
13. WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER, 1978 - Mayor Gibson
made for ARC Funding for one
to renovate and equip a city
owned by the City of Nitro.

REGION III, PROJECT PACKAGE,
said that application had been
hundred thousand dollars($100,000)
maintenance building on a site

Mayor Gibson called attention to the name of
the City of Nitro being on the Prioritized Project Package
list.

MAYOR GIBSON said there was a need for signs to be
erected at Ridenour Park:

I

at the shelter area, NO TRESPASSING VIOLATORS WILL BE
PROSECUTED - THIS SHELTER IS OFF LIMITS UNLESS RENTED BY
RESERVATION,
near the entrance gate, WHEN GATE IS LOCKED
ABSOLUTELY NO TRESPASSING,
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and on Blakes Creek Road, during the winter months
when the park is closed, EXCEPT FOR FISHING ABSOLUTELY NO
TRESPASSING - VIOLATORS WILL BE PROSECUTED.
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Councilman Dr. Allen made a motion the signs be
erected. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
MR. MELTON, CITY RECORDER: Mr. Melton, Chairman of
the Finance Committee, had no reports.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: Councilman Miller, Chairman of
the Street Light-Street Numbering and Street Sign Committee,
recommended that another street light not be installed on
Sattes Circle.
Councilman Miller made a motion that next weeks
Council Meeting (November 14, 1978) not be held, and the next
regular scheduled meeting be the first meeting in December
(December 5, 1978). The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart made a
motion that tomorrow (November 15, 1978) the flag be flown
at half staff in honor of former Councilman, Mr. Hugo Tidquist.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Donald Karnes.
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, made a motion to accept the bid of C & 0 Motors, Inc.,
five thousand seven hundred thirty dollars and ninety cents
($5,730.90) for one new 1979 Chevrolet police cruiser,
The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion
passed.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson read a letter dated
November 13^1978, addressed to him from Olaf Walker, President
of the Nitro Planning Commission recommending and encouraging
the elected officials to give consideration to the possibility
of hiring a professional planner. Mayor Gibson asked that
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, look into the possibility of
Putnam County and the City of Nitro jointly hiring a city planner.
COUNCILMAN CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no committee reports.
no committee reports.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman
at Large Pennington, Chairman of the Fire Department
Committee, stated that the bid for the fire station remote
control unit from John D. Bruffy & Associates, Inc. for
three hundred eighty-five dollars C$385) had been accepted.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed.

MAYOR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
DECEMBER 5, 1978
The meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on December 5, 1978 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William Gibson, Tom Melton, City Recorder,
Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington and Councilman Dean Miller were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by the
Reverend Robert Blixt, Pastor of the First Baptist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 14, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Dr.Allen made a motion the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
Councilman Hughart pointed out an error on page 11, paragraph 3,
line 1. Councilman at Large Karnes pointed out an error on
page 10, last paragraph, last sentence, a part of which should
be deleted.
Councilman Hughart made a motion the motion be
amended, that the corrections be made and the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes,
and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER, 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee
made a motion this be tabled until the next council meeting,
December 19. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
REQUEST TO HAVE PERMISSION TO ADDRESS COUNCIL
BY HECKS, INC. IN REFERENCE TO NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Mr. John Altano, Security Director for Hecks, Inc. presented
Chief Bradley, Chief of the Nitro Police Department, with a
certificate of appreciation to the Nitro City Police Department
from Heck's, Inc. (Copy of Mr. Altano's address to Chief Bradley
is in the supplement file to the minutes.)

"BUS PARKING ONLY" FROM 11:30 A.M. THROUGH 2:00 P.M. ,
REQUEST FROM GREYHOUND LINES, INC.:Mayor Gibson referred to
a letter to him dated October 18, 1978 from A. W. Sue, District
Manager, Greyhound Lines, Inc., and said that council had a
copy of the letter.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Chairman of
the Street and Traffic Committee, stated that Councilman Hughart
and he had met with Mr. Sue and had come to an agreement with
him. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to allow
buses to park close along the side of the Valley Bell Building
on Bank Street and place a sign there, BUS PARKING, with the
time specified on the sign, and also, to block out one space
for a car and put LOADING sign there at the Nitro News. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.
KANAWHA CABLEVISION - REQUEST FOR AN INCREASE OF
FIFTY CENTS A MONTH MAKING THE MONTHLY RATE SEVEN DOLLARS AND
FIFTY CENTS (S7.50):Councilman at Large Karnes, Chairman of
the Consumer" Protection Committee, said that the committee
did meet, and that he had met with Mr. Don Patton with questions
the committee had. Councilman at Large Karnes stated the
information he had been supplied by Mr. Patton and research he,
himself, had done he felt that Kanawha Cablevision did warrant
the increase they had requested.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to have
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, prepare an amendment to the
ordinance (last amended August 16, 1977 - No 187) increasing
monthly charges for domestic service for the first outlet in
a single family residence from $7.00 to $7.50, and to change
the $2.00 to $1.50 maximum for each additional outlet in the
same family residence on the same premises; that citizens
with low income be provided with Kanawha Cable Television
Company services at a reduced rate of $4.00 per month using
the guidelines of the Municipal Services of The City of Nitro
for reduced rates. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
REQUEST FOR ABANDONMENT OF PROPERTY ON RIVER AVENUE
AND FIRST AVENUE (LOTS #46, 46A, 47, and 47A) NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA: Mayor Gibson referred to a letter City Council
had received on November 14, 1978 from Mr. John Burgess and
said that the letter was not very specific, and that a map
was not enclosed with the letter. Mayor Gibson referred the
request to the Street and Traffic Committee, and requested
they work with Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, on this request.
REQUEST TO INSTALL A GAME CENTER AT #8 BANK STREET
APPLICANTS - GALIK CONSTRUCTION CORP.):Mr. Melton, City Recorder,
stated that an application for license had been received from
Galik Construction Corp. for 11 coin machines at #8 Bank Street.

I
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LEO J. BRADLEY, CHIEF

CJ\iiro Police Jseparimeni
Nitro, West Virginia 25143

Phone 755-3356
December 5,

The Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Re:

Street Improvements

Dear Mayor Gibson:
The Nitro Police Department has made a study
of some of the hazardous street problems in Nitro.
The recommendations, we feel need immediate attention,
are numbered by priority as follows:
1.

The old water intake plant needs the
fence repaired or replaced, and the
building secured. This has become a
hang-out for teenagers. It is very
difficult to patrol and/or check.
One boy has already fallen through
the old grating into the river. This
should be taken care of as soon as
possible, before someone gets injured, or
sues the City.

2.

The barricades at Blackwood Avenue and
the railroad tracks are in need of
repair or replacement. Signs need to
be erected indicating "Dead End", this
would also include a warning sign.
This should also have immediate
attention, before somone is injured
on the old railroad crossing.
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Mayor William D. Gibson
December 5, 1978
Page 2

3.

We further recommend the City make DuPont
Lane and Michigan Avenue, a "3 Way Stop"
intersection, giving DuPont Lane traffic
coming across the railroad tracks, the
right-of-way. This will give cars coming
over the tracks the opportunity to keep
moving. When they have to stop, there
is a chance of them getting hit by another
car coming up over the grade, and not
being able to see the stopped car, or
causing a car to stop on the tracks and
a chance of getting hit by a train.

4.

There should be a "Stop" sign at the
intersections of the new street (referred
to as Fifth Street on old Tax Map), this
is the street the City cut between Route
25 (First Avenue, So.) and Michigan Avenue.
The sign should be installed at First Avenue
and at Michigan Avenue, on the new street.

5.

We also recommend the City barricade the
end of Michigan Avenue, where it joins the
property of Dunbar Supply & Sash Company.
This recommendation is made to protect
Dunbar Supply & Sash and the City. It
would be very easy for someone to assume
Dunbar Supply & Sash property is a City
right-of-way and drive through, causing
damage to theproperty or equipment,
that may be stored"on private property.
They could also do damage to their vehicle
and try to collect damages from the City.
The barricades should be secured in cement
and marked with a sign indicating "Dead End",
a warning sign placed at the corner indicating the street is a "Dead End" street.
The barricades should be reflectorized.

6.

A "Stop" sign installed on Owens Street
and First Avenue South (Route 25)
intersection.

>"*

Mayor William D. Gibson
December 5, 1978
Page 3

I respectfully request, if you feel these
recommendations need immediate attention that you
submit them to the Nitro City Council Members for
their advisement or approval.
Sincerely,

Leo J. Bradley, CMef
tg
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After a question and answer session with the
applicant Mayor Gibson referred the application for license
from Galik Construction Corp. to the Business and Civic
Betterment Committee.
Members of the committee concurred that they
would meet with Mr. Greg Galik at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday,
December 12, in the conference room at City Hall.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen invited members of the council
to the meeting.
PETITION •RECEIVED NOVEMBER 20, 1978, 4:23 P.M.
REQUESTING AN ELECTION ON ZONING ORDINANCE IN THE CITY OF NITRO:
Mr.Tom Melton,City Recorder,stated that a 48 page petition,
with 456 names attached had been hand delivered to him at
4:23 p.m., on November 20, 1978 and the petition requested
permission to hold an election on the Zoning Ordinance (No. 189)
in the City of Nitro. Mr. Melton requested that this petition
be made a part of the supplement file to the minutes.

„
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Mr. Cottrill requested that Mr. Melton, City Recorder »
supply him with a certified copy of the minutes when Ordinance
No. 189 was adopted. Mr. Cottrill said that it appeared to
him there is a possibility of some time discrepancy, that in
Code Section 8-24-48 it is an absolute necessity the petition
be filed with the recorder within 60 days following the
adoption of the ordinance, those signing the petition be
qualified voters, and there must constitute a number which
is greater than 15 percent of the total legal votes cast for
all candidates for governor in the area at the last previous
gubernatorial election.
Mr. Cottrill said he had tendered a request to the
Secretary of State's office, and will go to the county
clerk's office to attempt to find the certified results of
the number of votes, so that we can verify the petition.
He said that if the 60 day time limit is not met, it could
end there.
PROPOSED OPERATING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE DEFT. OF
HIGHWAYS AND THE CITY OF NITRO FOR W. VA. ROUTE 25^
WIDENING - PROJECT U340-25-1.43:Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney,
explained the agreement and pointed out certain items of the
agreement the city should be concerned with: item IV, item V,
item VI, on page 2, and item VIII, on page 3. After further
discussion Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that
first the West Virginia Department of Highways be requested
•
to modify item VI, page 2 (No parking will be permitted on
40th Street within 250 feet of its intersection with the
Highway.) and that Mr. Melton, City Recorder be authorized
to sign the resolution which authorizes1 Mayor Gibson to sign
the agreement. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

Mayor Gibson requested that Chief Bradley address
council on recommendation of barricades, street signs, and
fences, where, now, the conditions are considered hazardous.
A copy of Chief Bradley's recommendations is attached hereto
and made a part hereof.
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Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion that
Chief Bradley's recommendations which are attached hereto
and made a part hereof be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that the City of Nitro was in
a position to purchase a used road grader (Austin and Western,
Serial No. 99L1556) for eight thousand dollars ($8,000) from
Hurricane Equipment Company. Mayor Gibson questioned if the
money had been allocated for a road grader. Mr. Melton, Recorder
and Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that $10,000 had
been allocated, but three months ago $3,000 of the $10,000 had
been allocated by council for ditching.
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Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to authorize
Mayor Gibson to purchase the road grader for the amount of
eight thousand dollars ($8,000) from Hurricane Equipment Company.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that the annual Christmas dinner
for the senior citizens would be held at the Nitro Women's
Club at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, December 17.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that one parking
space in front of the Women's Club be designated as an unloading
and loading area. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Karnes and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
.
>
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1. Mayor Gibson received a letter of transmittal
dated October 27, 1978, from William E. Cunningham of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. notifying him that copies had been
submitted pertaining to the proposed addition to the maintenance
garage for the Appalachian Regional Commission application.
The amount of the application to the A.R.C. was for one hundred
sixty thousand dollars ($160,000).
2. A letter was received from Mrs. Hugo Tidquist
thanking Mayor Gibson, Mr. Melton, City Council, and others
for the courtesies extended to the late Mr. Hugo Tidquist.
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3. Mayor Gibson sent a mailgram November 20, 1978,
to Mr. Marlin Davis, Assistant of the West Virginia Department
of Highways, 1334 Smith Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301
in reference to the request for repairs of a manhole in the
vicinity of 313 First Avenue South, Nitro, West Virginia.
4. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated November
22, 1978 from Robert E. Kittle, Superintendent of Kanawha
County Schools inviting him to the local seminar (Kanawha
County Education and Government Seminar) on Wednesday,
January 17, 1979 at 5:30 p.m. at the Maroon and Gold Room,
Geary Student Union Building at Morris Harvey College.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
MR. MELTON, CITY RECORDER:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart expressed
the immediate need for emergency lighting in the Police
Department at the dispatcher's desk.
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Councilman Hughart made a motion that the City of
Nitro full-time employees (excluding the elected officials)
be given a turkey for Christmas. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen addressed Councilman at Large Karnes, Vice President
of the Planning Commission. He questioned, was it not the
recommendation of the Nitro Planning Commission to the
City Council that the city rezone the area up there (part
of Ward IV, also known as the Riverdale Acres area).
Councilman at Large Karnes replied, yes it was.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated the Policemen
had appointed Mr. Paul Hill, 3614 36th Street, as their
representative to the Nitro Policemen's Civil Service
Commission.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey had no reports,
but he referred the following to the proper committees:
1. a street sign should be erected at the intersection
of Spring Street and First Avenue South.

I

2. there is a section of Michigan Avenue South off
Blackwood Street where the sewer line was installed that is
still sinking and this needs to be refilled and resurfaced, and
3.
repairs.

some street signs are bent and are in need of

22
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes had no reports, but he stated that the Nitro Planning
Commission would have their next meeting January 8, 1979.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.

MAYOR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
DECEMBER 19, 1978
The meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in
the Council Chambers on December 19, 1978 at 8:00 p.m. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Tom Melton,
Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Dean Miller
was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by the
Reverend Robert Blixt, Pastor of the First Baptist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 5 1978, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
CounciIman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER, 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee made a motion the October, 1978 Financial Statement
be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.
REQUEST TO INSTALL GAME CENTER AT #8 BANK STREET APPLICANT - GALIK CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION:Councilman at
Large Pennington,Chairman of the Business and Civic Betterment
Committee, stated that it was the recommendation of the committee
that with certain restrictions, and with cooperation from the
Galik Construction Corporation, that the application for license
be accepted. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
license application be accepted and the license be issued. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion
passed. Councilman Hughart voted against the motion.

I

PETITION RECEIVED NOVEMBER 20, 1978, 4:30 P.M.
Mr. Layton Cottrill,City Attorney,said that his advice to
council was the petition was not timely filed within the
sixty (60) days limitation, and he recommended the petition be
noted. (Petition is on file in supplement file 12-5-78.) He
said he did not believe it was imcumbent upon the city to respond
to the petition.
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MEETINGS TO BE SCHEDULED REGARDING BLOCK GRANT
APPLICATION!Mr. Melton, City Recorder, stated that there
must be two public meetings before the preapplication for
any Community Development Block Grant monies for the fiscal
1979. He said the preapplication must be postmarked by
February 5, 1979. A Special Public Meeting was scheduled by
the Nitro City Council Saturday, January 13, 1979, 1:00 p.m.
at the Nitro Library. The second meeting was scheduled for
the regular council meeting January 16, 1979. Mayor Gibson
stated that at the first public meeting citizens could help
establish priorities and have input as to projects to be
considered.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. William Curtis Woods
had been transferred to Akron, Ohio, and had resigned from
the Nitro Planning Commission. Mayor Gibson recommended
appointing Mr. Russell W. Casto III, who resides at 87 North
21st Street to the Nitro Planning Commission. Councilman at
Large Pennington made a motion to appoint Mr. Russell W. Casto III
to the Nitro Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked with
Mrs. George Haber, 313 First Avenue, Nitro in reference to the
Matt Hodges Charity Fund, but had no request in writing. He
said that Mrs. Haber would be requested again to put the
request in writing.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated December 1,
1978 from Mr. Earl M. Vickers, Director of Legislative Services,
Room E-132, State Capitol, in reference to a memorandum entitled
"Curfew Ordinances in West Virginia."
2. Mayor Gibson received a letter from George E. Wright,
MSC Manager/Postmaster, United States Post Office, Charleston,
West Virginia, in reference to request for extension of mail
delivery on Old County Road, Nitro.
Mayor Gibson said that he would send a copy of the letter
from Mr. Wright to Mrs. Boling, along with a questionnaire in
reference that Old County Road be made one-way.

I
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MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: Councilman Dr. Cassell had
no reports, however, he requested that the need for street
lights on Rockledge Drive be referred to the proper committee.
MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that the city
garage had been vandalized Monday night, and that
Appalachian Power Company would be installing lights at the
city garage, hopefully very soon as the lights are already
ordered.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen had no reports. He stated that at the senior citizens
dinner, December 17, there was a good turnout, that 169
senior citizens attended the dinner, but that because of the
increase in number of those attending, that next year they
would have to have the dinner somewhere else other than the
Nitro Womens Club.

I

COUNCILMAN HUCHART: Councilman Hughart stated he
would like for the Finance Committee to work on a comprehensive
budget beginning the first of the year for fiscal year 1979.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart,
and the motion passed.

MAYOR
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JANUARY 2, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on January 2, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Mr. Layton Cottrill,
City Attorney, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder, and
Councilman Dean Miller were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 19, 1978 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mayor Gibson said that hissecretary,Mrs.Frazier,gave
him a message from Mr. Melton. Mr. Melton, City Recorder,
called Mrs. Frazier at 12:10 p.m. today, he was in Charleston
attending meetings, and said that he wasn't going to be able to
be here tonight. Mayor Gibson said that the Financial Statement
for November so far as he knew hasn't been prepared.
REQUEST BY KANAWHA VALLEY HEART ASSOCIATION TO CONDUCT
ITS ANNUAL HEART FUND DRIVE DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY:
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,Chairman of The Business and
Civic Betterment Committee, made a motion to allow the Kanawha
Valley Heart Association to conduct its Annual Heart Fund Drive
in the City of Nitro during the month of February, 1979. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the
motion passed by unanimous vote.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last Council Meeting
Council had received copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
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1. Mayor Gibson received a memorandum dated 12-28-78
from Mr. Long, Recreation Director in reference to The
Department of Natural Resources stocking trout at Ridenour Lake
January 2. Mayor Gibson stated that this would be postponed
several days until the weather cleared.

I

2. Regional Intergovernmental Council Members
received a letter dated December 20, 1978 from Carson P. Frazier,
in reference to UMTA 16 (b) 2 applications.
3. Mayor Gibson and Nitro City Councilmen received
A CONFIDNETIAL NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT for the
month of November 1978, from Leo J. Bradley, Chief of Police.
ATTACHED - DUNBAR-NITRO ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT, for
the month of November, 1978.
Mayor Gibson stated they had a letter of resignation
from Donald R. Bowman, Nitro and Dunbar Humane Officer. Mayor Gibson
said that he gave the reasons:
1.

lack of care and backing from city officials, and

2.

personal conflicts with supervisors.

Mayor Gibson stated that a while back that the
Planning Commission had written a letter to council requesting
they give serious consideration of trying to purchase the parcel
of land between 20th and 21st Street, adjacent to Bank Street
and Route 25.
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Councilman Hughart said that he thought what we
should consider if the city is going to buy a parcel of land
that council should consider is to buy some land where we can
get a home for the elderly, something we can work into a
federal program where we have the land to furnish and then
get the dollars in to draw the people in.
Councilman Hughart asks about the property at the
end of 40th Street and Route 62. Mayor Gibson said the
people who owned the property on the left going out 40th Street
would consider selling, but that the property on the right was
not for sale.
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, said the Planning Commission
was more interested in, he thought, is that in the heart of the
downtown business district of Nitro you have a small strip of
property that at the present is not being used for anything
beneficial, they are more concerned with aiding the business
area and potentially providing any aid they could, which in the
long run gives the City of Nitro an increase in taxes received.
He said that parking was a critical problem in the business area.

I
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Mayor Gibson said the City of Nitro could utilize
the property between 20th and 21st Street, adjacent to
Bank Street and Route 25 to great advantage if they didn't
use the property for anything other than parking.
Mayor Gibson said that there would be someone
from the Regional Governmental Council at the block grant
meeting, January 13, 1979 at 1:00 p.m. at the Nitro Public
Library, to answer questions and to assist in any way possible.
He said that the second block grant meeting would be at the
next regular council meeting, January 16, 1979.
Mayor Gibson stated that 4% or 5 years ago the
city was looking for a location to erect a city garage, and
at this time Monsanto Company gave to the city property
(approximately 125' x 200') located below the interstate
bridge. Mayor Gibson said that he had talked with Mr. Max Galloway
and that Mr. Galloway said that they would be glad to have
their attorney draw up the deed if the city would deed the
property back to Monsanto Company.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asks the city attorney,
Mr. Cottrill what route they should go. Mr. Cottrill said to
allow him to look at the deed.

I

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.

no reports.

no reports.

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.

MAYOR
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SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING
ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
JANUARY 13, 1979
The Special Public Meeting on Community Development
Program was held at the Nitro Public Library on January 13, 1979
at 1:00 p.m.

I

Present were:
Mayor William D. Gibson,
Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Gus Bailey,
Mr. Byron Carpenter, a staff member of the Regional
Intergovernmental Council and appointed to assist the
City of Nitro,
Mrs. Hattie Tincher,
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Wampler,
Mrs. Rosemary Young,
Miss Margaret Hudson, and
Mr. Jay Long.
Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order, and
introduced Mr. Byron Carpenter and stated that Mr. Carpenter
was with Regional Intergovernmental Council and that he
would explain the purpose of the meeting.
Mr. Carpenter stated the purpose of the meeting is
to provide the citizens of the City of Nitro an opportunity
to provide input in commentary upon the appointment of Housing
and Urban Development Small Community Development Block Grant
Program. Mr. Carpenter said there were seven things that he
needed to state before we can start talking about activities
within the program as part of the requirements of HUD, that
is dealing with the purpose of the public meeting.
They are as follows:

I

1. Provide citizens with adequate information
concerning the amount of funds available for proposed
community development and housing activities, the range of
activities that may be undertaken under the program and
other program requirements.
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2. Be utilized to obtain the views of citizens
on community development and housing needs.
3. Provide citizens an adequate opportunity to
participate in the development of the pre-application and
in the development of any revisions, changes, or amendments.

I

4. Inform citizens of the maximum grant the
applicant may apply for.
5. Inform citizens of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development's criteria for selection of preapplications.
6. Inform citizens that the number of pre-applications
submitted may substantially exceed the number of pre-applications
that may be ultimately approved, and
7. Let the citizens know the approximate number of
counties, cities, and towns which the applicant is in competition
with.
Mr. Carpenter stated that the Community Development
Block Grant Program for the coming fiscal year in West Virginia
has been allocated for the metro area of which Nitro is a part
for approximately $2,740,000 and that one million dollars of
this is reserved for ongoing projects. He said there were five
metro areas in the state, and the City of Nitro would be in
competition with about 56 cities and counties within these
five metro areas, and that the competition is very, very stiff.
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Mr. Carpenter said the city may apply for grants in
one of three categories:
1.

a single purpose grant with a maximum of $500,000,

2.

comprehensive grant with a maximum of $600,000, and

3. a multi-year comprehensive grant of $600,000 per year
up to a maximum of $1,500,000 over a 3 year period.
Miss Hudson requested that Mr. Carpenter state the
maximum again.
He. said the Department of Housing and Urban Development
uses two sets of criteria:
1.

one set is for both comprehensive programs, and

2.

the other is

for the single purpose program.

I
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Mr. Carpenter said the things HUD looks for in
reading the comprehensive program are the relative number of
poverty persons within a community and the percentage of
poverty persons within a community. He said you can be
awarded up to 150 points on this criteria, and another
criteria they use is total housing units versus the number
of sub-standard units and the percentage of sub-standard
units.
Mr. Carpenter said that probably the most important
factor in HUD's selecting of any grant application is the
percentage of benefit to low and moderate income persons.
Mayor Gibson wanted to know the definition of low and
moderate income. Mr. Carpenter said that based upon the
metro area 1970 census any persons earning $6,935 or less
are to be considered to have low to moderate or low and
moderate income.
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He said all of these are evaluated by the Department
of Housing and Urban Development, and the maximum amount of
the point awards is determined by them. He said you may be
awarded up to 400 points on the program impact in specified
problem areas within the community. He further stated, in
the case of Nitro which is a previous grant recipient you
can be awarded additional points for your program performance
in past grant awards.
He said you may be awarded an additional 25 points
for minority participation and a high minority employment
rate within the City of Nitro.
Mr. Carpenter said that the only difference between
the single purpose program and the comprehensive purpose
program is that you are only allowed 200 points maximum on
your program impact (to encourage comprehensive plans in
communities which have a wide range of needs).
Mr. Carpenter said the city's application can
address any of the following areas:
1.
2.
3.

housing,
public facilities, and
economic conditions.

He gave Nitro's relative standing with the other
counties and cities:
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1. On
2. on
3. on
Dr. Allen wanted

poverty Nitro ranked 30,
sub-standard housing Nitro ranked 40, and
age of housing Nitro ranked 43.'
to know who calculated these figures.

Mr Carpenter stated the types of programs the
Department of Housing and Urban Development are looking for
are primarily housing related, housing rehabilitation, building
code enforcement, and that type of activity, and that they will
not fund any housing construction under this program.
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Mrs. Wampler wanted to know if the age
only had total bearing or did the condition of the house
affect the standing. Mr. Carpenter stated that the condition
of the dwelling was taken into consideration, too. Mr. Carpenter
stated that HUD would start taking applications January 22, 1979,
and the deadline for taking applications would be February 5,
1979.

I

Councilman Hughart questioned if this could cover
low interest type loans to rebuild or remodel. Mr. Carpenter
answered that housing rehabilitation could provide the community
with funds to conduct either a grant program or a low interest
loan program to home owners, property owners to rehabilitate
sub-standard housing units. He stated that any public building
for administration of the city itself is ineligible under this
program. Miss Hudson wanted to know if this included business
establishments. Mr. Carpenter stated that it did not include
business places. He further stated that Nitro will be able
under application to pick up some extra points because the area
has been included in both the state development plan and the
regional development plan that the Regional Intergovernmental
Council's Office prepared two months ago. He said that it
will be up to the Governor's Office to determine how many
points Nitro could get.
Mr. Carpenter said that another important part to
consider in your application is determining direct benefit to
low and moderate income persons; for example, he said, if
you would want to put a storm sewer project in, you would have
to identify preferably an area of low to moderate income persons
that needed the storm sewers and indicate that 60 percent of
the funds were going to this low and moderate income area.
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Mr. Carpenter stated this public meeting and the
meeting Tuesday, January 16, 1979 were publicized in the
paper, and the minutes from this meeting and the one Tuesday
night will be available for citizen review at City Hall, and
any citizen will also be able to provide written comments on
the Community Development Program at City Hall up until the
application is submitted, January 22, 1979.
Mayor Gibson said the meeting would be open for
questions, ideas, and recommendations, what the citizens feel
we need, and to question what programs were eligible. There
was a considerable amount of discussion regarding various
possible projects including needed housing for the elderly.
Mr. Carpenter stated practically every thing with the
exception of building housing units, building city halls, and sewage is
eligible. He stated the best chance for actual funding was
housing rehabilitation and building code enforcement, and
along with this bring in street paving, street lighting, and
storm sewers.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JANUARY 16, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on January 16, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Mr. Tom Melton, City
Recorder, Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Miller.
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On behalf of the elected officials Mayor Gibson
welcomed the people present. They are as follows:
Mr. Byron Carpenter, staff member of the Regional
Intergovernmental Council,
Alice Paxton, 3517 35th Street, Nitro, West Virginia,
Nat Hulshizer, 601 Cross Lanes Dr. #3, Nitro, West Virginia,
B. E. Medford, 2152 21st Street, Nitro, West Virginia,
Win. J. Cooper, Condos Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs, Kent Karnes, 201 First Ave. South, Nitro,
West Virginia
B. A. Rick, 22 Harrington Road, Nitro, West Virginia,
Norma Poe, 2716 27th Street, Nitro, West Virginia,
Ed Hulshizer, 2157

21st Street, Nitro, West Virginia,

Mary Hulshizer, 2157 21st Street, Nitro, West Virginia,
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Norman M. Asbury, 304-A Woodland Drive, Nitro, West Virginia,
Bill Comstock, 2180 21st Street, Nitro, West Virginia,
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Jimmy Persinger, 2113 21st Street, Nitro, West Virginia,
Sandy Williams, 81 Evergreen Circle, Poca, West Virginia,
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Robert D. Donohoe, 2178 21st Street North, Nitro,
West Virginia,
Ric Childress, 106% Layne Avenue, Nitro, West Virginia,
Cindy Childress, 106% Layne Avenue, Nitro, West Virginia,
Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood Avenue, Nitro, West Virginia,
and

Ancella Bickley, Charleston Daily Mail, Charleston,
West Virginia.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
stated that council had received a copy of the November 1978
Financial Statement in the mail, and Mr. Melton made a motion
the November 1978 Financial Statement be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
made a motion that this be tabled until the next meeting
(February 6, 1979). The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
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NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 8,
1979: Councilman at Large Karnes,Vice President of the
Planning Commission, said there were several things the
Planning Commission is working on: (1) sub- division
regulations, (2) other zoning recommendations, (3) reenforce
some of the definitions of the present zoning ordinance for
the city. He said there were no decisions made, and no
recommendations.
MEETING HELD JANUARY 13, 1979, NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY,
REGARDING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK MONIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979;:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder, asked that the Special Public Meeting
held January 13, 1979 be made a part of the minutes, and that a
copy of the Citizen Participation Plan which was passed out by
Mr. Byron Carpenter, a staff member of the Regional Intergovernmental
Council, also be made a part of the minutes. Mr. Melton stated
that a copy of the advertisements of both the public meetings,
January 13, 1979 and January 16, 1979, and the notices that
Mayor Gibson had posted on the bulletin board be made a part of
the minutes. ( A copy of the Citizen Participation Plan, the
advertisements of both public meetings, and the notices of the
public meetings is in the supplemental file to the minutes,
January 16, 1979.)

I
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PUBLIC MEETING, JANUARY 16, 1979, REGARDING
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT MONIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979:
Mr"! Melton, City Recorder, stated he was turning the meeting
over to Mr. Byron Carpenter;
Mr. Carpenter stated he worked for the Regional
Intergovernmental Council in Charleston and as a part of
the normal council meeting of Nitro tonight we wanted to
provide citizens an opportunity to know about and also to
participate in the Department of Housing and Urban Development's
Block Grant Program, fiscal year 1979.
MR. CARPENTER STATED
Nitro is eligible to submit a preapplication
for a variety of eligible activities and I
will go into those a little later. But, first
I want to emphasize the fact that this is a
preapplication. It will be submitted to HUD
sometime between January 22, 1979 and
February 5, 1979.
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HUD will review the application and will make
a decision on whether or not to invite the
city to submit a full application sometime
around April 5 of 1979.
I just want to emphasize the fact that this
is a preapplication, and there is no guarantee
or no commitment to funding simply because of
submitting a preapplication.
The State of West Virginia under this program
is divided into two basic areas; the first
is nonmetro, and the second is metro of which
Nitro is a part. HUD anticipates approximately
$2,740,000 being available under the program
for the metro area of West Virginia. The
City of Nitro will be in competition with
approximately 56 other communities and
counties in the state for this money.
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The actual amount available for grants is
divided into two categories; one is comprehensive grant, the other is a single purpose
grant. Under the comprehensive program a total
state wide available is $691,950; under single
purpose there will be a total amount available
of $911,050. So, you can see by the low
dollar amounts to be split between 56 communities
and counties the competition has got to be very
fierce.
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The city can submit a grant application or a
grant preapplication in one of the three
categories: The first of these is a single
purpose grant and the maximum amount the city
can apply for under that program is $500,000,
the second category is a comprehensive grant
with a maximum amount to apply for is $600,000,
and finally there is the multi-year comprehensive
grant program which has a maximum amount of
$600,000 per year with a maximum total of
$1.5 million over a three year period.
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The objectives of the Community Development
Block Grant Program are to provide direct
benefit to low and moderate income persons,
to prevent or eliminate slums or blight conditions
within a concentrated area of a community or to
meet needs having a particular urgency.
The single purpose program provides funds for
one or more projects designed to meet a specific
community development need, i.e., housing
rehabilitation or storm sewers, or just a
particular need that the residents and the city
council and the community decides need to be met.
The Comprehensive Program must address a
substantial portion of community development
needs in one concentrated area or two concentrated
areas of the city. It must involve two or more
related activities, have a beneficial impact
within a reasonable period of time and be developed
through a city wide assessment of community
development housing and economic needs.
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As I said before, there are a number of eligible
activities in this program, but HUD has another
word they use and that's called "fundable.' Everything that is eligible is not necessarily fundable,
and HUD places the greatest emphasis upon the
rating system on benefit to low and moderate income
persons, and that is direct benefit. Not less than
75 percent of the grant a community may receive has
to be spent on principally to benefit low and
moderate income persons.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development
for the purposes of this program identify low to
moderate income in this particular area as any
family who makes less than $6,935 a year. This
is a 1969 figure, adjusted to 1978 figures that
would be any family with a total income of less
than $12,240.

I
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I want to emphasize again that this is a
preapplication and has no commitment of
funding. The HUD Office in Pittsburgh
expects to receive considerable more
preapplications than there is funds
available. Now, if the city were selected
to submit a full application that would
require a great deal more detail work.
This would take place sometime in April
and you could expect a decision sometime
in September of 1979, if selected to
submit a full application.
One particular activity that was brought
up at the meeting on Saturday by one of
the citizens was the feasibility of
providing Nitro with an emergency route
in the event of some sort of catastrophe
at the plants or something of this nature
that would block the normal entrances and
exits to town. At the Mayor's request, I
contacted the HUD's regional office in
Pittsburgh today and was informed that this
particular type of activity would not meet
the funding criteria of HUD. So, there is
a number of other available programs that
city council and the residents may wish to
discuss that we might be able to submit a
preapplication for.
AT THIS TIME, MR. CARPENTER OPENED THE MEETING FOR
GENERAL DISCUSSION.
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "Mr. Carpenter,
a few years back we went to a great deal of trouble and expense
to file for such a grant and it was for housing for the aged.
And we went through the necessary paper work that has to be
done, We had our high school band to solicit throughout the
city, and even brought down to the finest point as to what
each dwelling consist of, whether it was wood, or brick, or
this type of thing, only to have the thing shoved back in our
face without anything ever being done. Now, I'm fully aware
of the government regulations that you're governed by. But
what I'm asking is this; is there, are we really beating our
heads against the wall since, number one, let's call a spade
a spade, we 'don't have a lot of blacks and we don't have a
lot of indigents in the area. Isn't this going to curtail
us from getting any funding?"
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Mr. Carpenter stated, "Well, I should emphasize
first off that this particular program does not use minority
population as a major criteria."
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Councilman at Large Pennington said, "You use low
and moderate."
Mr. Carpenter said, "We use low and moderate income
as the major criteria. Nitro according to the figures I have
here in terms of relative poverty and that would be the low to
moderate income would rate number 30 out of approximately
56 other applicants. So, you are fairly far down the list.
That's not to say that the community is automatically ineligible
because of being there if your activity would take place in a
concentration of low to moderate income persons."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "All right, isn't
it also true that because we did not take advantage of the urban
renewal that we're being penalized for that, also."
Mr. Carpenter answered, "Yes, that is true."
Councilman at Large Pennington replied, "Thank you,
that's all I have to say."
Mayor Gibson questioned, "Along these lines, housing
for the senior citizens, what can we do in this application to
help to bring about the possibility of getting some housing
for the elderly?"
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Mr. Carpenter said, "This particular program will
not build housing as such. What you can do with this program
is apply for money to purchase land and then get a developer
talk with the West Virginia Housing Development Fund and go
through their programs to actually construct the housing.
This program will pay for the purchase of a site and site
improvements to build elderly or such as housing."
Councilman at Large Karnes questioned, "In your
opinion, how good are the odds that we can qualify for that?"
Mr. Carpenter answered, "With the guidelines written
the way they are any housing activity like this would improve
your chances. I'll be honest with you, the chances aren't
good but you have to make application before you know for sure."
Councilman Miller asked, "What about such things as
sewer and drainage problems that are very, very much a problem
in our city?"
Mr. Carpenter answered, "Sanitary sewers are ineligible
under the program. They are covered by the Environmental Protection
Agency, almost exclusively. Now, storm sewers, on the other hand,
are an eligible activity. I use the word eligible because from
HUD's viewpoint they aren't entirely fundable.
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It's a distinction that they make. We at
the Regional Council, are working with several communities
on developing storm sewer applications under this program."
Councilman Miller questioned, "In your best advice,
what type of advice would you give the city as to what type
of program to apply for?"
Mr. Carpenter said, "Well, my best advice would be
that the city could develop something along the lines of a
housing rehabilitation or housing for senior citizens, some
type of program along those lines would be your best chance
with the emphasis that HUD places on benefit to low to
moderate and on housing, of course. That would be the best
shot. Probably next would be and I hate to get in this
business of prioritizing what may or may not fund, but
probably storm sewer, possibly recreational type activity.
It won't rate as well. I'll be honest with you, it won't
rate as well as would other activities you might want to
think about."
Councilman Bailey said, "Would you mind explaining
for the benefit of our citizens here that it's a change in
emphasis is one reason why there is a certain amount of
doubt entertained by the cities to apply."
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Mr. Carpenter said, "Yes, in the past, rate of
federal regulation have been known to change with each
coming year, so what was a good project a year ago might not
necessarily be a good project this year. We were kind of
surprised this year the guidelines didn't change and the
emphasis is going to be about the same which was on housing
rehabilitation and site development for elderly housing."
Councilman Bailey questioned, "May I ask just one
more question. Will you define housing rehabilitation?"
Mr. Carpenter said, "....The Housing rehabilitation
program is an effort to provide either low interest loans or
grants to upgrade substandard housing within a particular area
and it would entail building code enforcement city wide
and that type of activity. You would have to bring on
probably a full-time and possibly a part-time, as well,
building inspector. You would have to conduct a city wide
inspection program, and identify a particular target area
within the community that you wanted to do rehabilitation to.
And, that would be to bring houses up to safe wiring standards,
plumbing standards, exterior maintenance and repair,
principally for low income persons."
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Councilman Hughart asked, "Could you break the
housing rehabilitation down to senior citizens only?"
Mr. Carpenter answered, "No, its very specific.
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You can't charge it that narrowly, it has to be within a
concentrated area of your town but not limited to say people
over 65. You would have to make it available to all low
income persons within your particular target area. But
it would also entail the development of neighborhood
development strategies. That would be more during the full
application phase and requires quite a bit of detail and
numerous forms to fill out."
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Councilman Hughart asked, "The building code would
still have to apply city wide, total?"
Mr. Carpenter replied, "Yes sir."
Councilman Hughart inquired, "If you can see two
blocks here in one part of the city and two blocks in another
part of the city and two blocks in another part, they are not
all one place but two blocks here and two blocks there, would
that be considered a targeted area?"
Mr. Carpenter said, "Yes, you can target in different
parts of the city as long as you do have a cohesive neighborhood
type group. I believe South Charleston in their program, I believe
it started two years ago, targeted two neighborhoods, initially.
But, one was in the west end of town and one was in the eastern
part of the city. Like I said, it requires city wide inspection
and this addressing of very well defined neighborhood area."
Councilman Hughart asked, "How much trouble did they
have with this building inspector going around and telling
everyone they needed to upgrade?"
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Mr. Carpenter said, "I'm not sure, I have not heard
of any real trouble that they have had."
Mayor Gibson said he was anxious to hear from some
of the citizens.
Mr. Ed Hulshizer, 2157 21st Street, Nitro, said, "Does
that mean the city would have to foot the bill for the full time
inspector and the part time inspector?"
Mr. Carpenter said, "The administrative cost for
hiring the building inspector and/or part time inspector plus
a community development administrator could be made a part of
the grant application where they would, eventually the city would
have to pick that up because the grants are for specified periods
of time.
And, if you go into a program with the idea that we
will keep it as long as the federal government is paying for it,
well, they are not going to fund it, because you are going to
have to make a commitment to keep anything you start to grant
to make a commitment to keep that up."

I
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Mr. Hulshizer said, "This might throw a little
light on the subject, my case won't apply to everyone but
I live in an area of town that would not be eligible for
the grants and low interest loans. And yet at the same time,
my house has the original plumbing and original wiring, I
would come under harassment by the city inspector and I
wouldn't be eligible for any funds. So, in my case, I say
'boo1 on that."
Mr. Carpenter said, "That's the major problem
with the program."
Councilman at Large Karnes questioned if Mr. Carpenter
had ever ran into the problem where an absentee property owner,
who is renting several substandard houses, is forced as a
result of the enacted program to bring up to standard his
housing. Mr. Karnes said, he is not eligible for anything
because he's not in this level income, and as a result of
being forced to make improvements to his property he doubles
the rent, which defeats the overall purpose of the program.
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Mr. Carpenter answered, "He would be eligible for
funds to bring his property up because it is in the target
neighborhood. And you're right, there is nothing that would
prevent him if he did it himself or if he got a grant or a
loan to do it, he could very easily raise the rent to two or
three times what he was getting for it originally. There is
no legal way that I know that you can have this landowner to
agree to participate in the program yet not charge these
people additional rent. What it would end up would be, the
program would be paying this man to improve his property and
he would be reaping all the gains."
Mr. Karnes said, "Maybe I missed the point but I
thought there was a maximum income for people that were
going to be able to qualify for low interest money to do
this with."
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Mr. Carpenter said, "In a lot of your substandard
neighborhoods, it is a case where there is an absentee
landowner or property owner who is renting the property
out. The idea behind the program was first to bring this
property up to standard so the people who are low to
moderate income will have decent, safe housing. So, the
landowner would be eligible to apply for a grant or a loan
to bring that property up to standard regardless of his
income. And, that has posed a problem. I'm not aware of
a problem in this particular area but nationwide
there
have been some problems. I might mention, also, that the
town of Handley in the eastern end of the valley is in the
process of instituting just such a program, and they are
trying to negotiate with the absentee property owners
that they will at least not raise rent on the improved
property as long as the people who are currently living
there continue to live there. There is no way they could
coerce the property owner to keep rent at that low level.
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It's totally voluntary on the part of the property owner.
It is fraught with pitfalls, this program.1'
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Councilman Bailey said, "Mr. Carpenter, even if we
were to comply with the prerequisite here we are talking about
a year or more of time. The pertinent thing now seems to me
would be some other avenue to pursue."
Mr. Carpenter said, "If you were going into a housing
rehabilitation program I would suggest that you make a comprehensive grant application and extend it over three years of
time, and try to tie some other activities: storm sewer, street
lighting, and that type of thing with it. For a single year
shot housing rehabilitation is sometime not worth the effort
that it would take to set it up."
Councilman Bailey stated, "It may not meet the
approval of the citizens."
Mr. Carpenter stated, "It takes time to have a program
like this accepted. Handley went in for a three year comprehensive
grant last year, and they were funded. And, they don't actually
anticipate starting their housing rehabilitation program till
the second and third year of their grant."
Mayor Gibson questioned if there were any other
questions.
Mrs. Hattie Tincher, 118 Blackwood Street, stated,
"On the sheets that Mr. Carpenter passed out on Saturday we
have statistics here for the total population, poverty,
substandard housing, and age of housing. Are there any
statistics on the number of senior citizens in the City of Nitro?"

I

Mr. Carpenter said, "There are statistics available
in my office. They are not included as a part of this meeting.
They can be considered in your grant application, I understand.
And we do make mention of that. Fifty-five and over, I think
is the criteria now."
Mrs. Tincher said, "I think Dr. Allen spoke to that
point on Saturday, and we do have a large number of senior citizens."
Mr. Carpenter stated, "We find usually, I think I
mentioned this Saturday, as well, that if you do have a large
number of senior citizens they are usually living on a fixed
income and will meet the low income - moderate income classification."
Mrs. Tincher replied, "Not necessarily, we have talked
about this before and some of our senior citizens receive lower
garbage rates and we got into this thing with 'T.V." one night
and we found that this wasn't really...."
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Mr. Carpenter said, "No, it's not always the case.
It happens often enough that it needs to be considered."
Mayor Gibson inquired, "Any other questions or
recommendations as to how we can spend money, monies that
we don't have yet."
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said, "Byron, you
made a comment the other day that all the amounts of money
you were speaking, that some of that money is already
allocated."
Mr. Carpenter replied, "Yes, I gave the revised
figures tonight. They have to keep a certain percentage
in a contingency type of situation and also portions of
the money will be allocated to recipients of last year who
are in multiyear programs."
Mayor Gibson said, "That leaves about $1,700,000 or
$1,800,000."
Mr. Carpenter said,"About $1.7 million for the
metro area throughout the state."
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Mayor Gibson asked, "And every city can apply up
to $500,000?"
Mr. Carpenter said, "Five hundred thousand dollars
on a single purpose."
Mayor Gibson questioned, "What about the county
commission?"
Mr. Carpenter said, "County Commission, also.
Five hundred thousand dollars, single purpose, six hundred
thousand dollars on a comprehensive program."
Mayor Gibson said, "And we have 56 applicants in
the running for the money."
Mr. Carpenter replied, "Yes."
Mr. Melton, City Recorder questioned, "Don't
we also have to have a motion and second to give the Mayor
authority to sign this preapplication."
Mr. Carpenter replied, "Yes."
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
give Mayor Gibson authority to sigh the Community Development
Block Grant preapplication on behalf of the City of Nitro.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
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SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION TO BE HELD FEBRUARY 24, 1979:
Mr. Melton, City Recorder, stated that tonight we have to have
the first reading of a resolution and order calling for the
special election to continue the current excess levy.
Mr. Melton stated that the State Tax Department says
that every three years we have to have an excess levy election,
and that this will be the 31st year in a row that this has
been voted on by the City of Nitro.

I
Mr. Melton gave the first reading of the resolution
and order calling for the special election to continue the
current excess levy to be held on February 24, 1979, as follows

I
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION

FOR

I

ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE
That a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro
State of West Virginia, held on the 16th day of January, 1979,
the following order was made and entered of record.

TO-WIT:

The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that the
maximum levies for current expenses authorized by Article B, Chapter 11
of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, will not provide sufficient
funds for the payment of the current expenses of the City of Nitro,
including expenditures for the purposes hereinafter set forth, and
that an election should be held to increase such levies under the
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provisions of Section 16, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the Code of
West Virginia, as amended, it is hereby ordered:
1.

That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is
as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental

2.

That the approximate amount for each purpose is as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs, $9,000.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,818.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
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Firemen's Wages, $10,000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
Additional Street Lighting, $5,500.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
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Policemen's Wages, $15,500.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
Library, $5,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.
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Fire Hydrant Rental, $2,000.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
5.

That the total approximate amount for said purpose

or purposes is $53,818.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.
4.

That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation

of each class of taxable property within the municipality of
Nitro is as follows:
Class IV, $16,523,620;
5.

Class I, $3,051,484;

Class II $13,265,019;

Aggregate $32,840,123.

That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on

each class of property is as follows:

Class I, 6.25C;

Class II, 12.5C; Class IV, 25e.
6.

I

That the proposed years to which the additional levy

shall apply are the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1979; July 1,
1980; July 1, 1981.
7.

That the question of such additional levy

shall be

submitted to a vote at a special election, to be held on the
24th day of February, 1979
8.

That the notice calling such election shall be given

by the publication of this order at least once each week for
two successive weeks before said election, within fourteen
consecutive days next preceding the election, in the Kanawha
Valley Leader, a

newspaper of general circulation in said

Municipality and the only qualified newspaper published therein
and of general circulation in the City of Nitro.

Printed copies
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of this order shall also be posted at each place of voting at least
ten days before said election.

All the provisions of the laws

concerning General Election shall apply as far as practicable, except
that a separate ballot shall be used at such election when held in
connection with any other election.
9.

That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in

form as follows :
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION
Special election to authorize additional levies for the fiscal
years beginning July 1, 1979; July 1, 1980; and July 1, 1981 for the
following purposes and in the approximate amounts set forth as follows:
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For steet maintenance and repairs,
the annual approximate amount of

9,000.00

For park and recreation the annual
approximate amount of

6,818.00

For Firemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of
For additional street lighting, the
annual approximate amount of
For Policemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

10,000.00
5,500.00
15,500.00

For Library, the annual approximate
amount of

5,000.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual
approximate amount of

2,000.00

The annual total approximate amount to
be expended during the term of this
levy is $53,818.00.
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Additional levy shall be on Class I property, 6.25C; on Class II
property, 12.5C; Class IV property, 25C
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( ) For the Levies
( ) Against the Levies
Instructions:

Those favoring the additional levies, place

I

(X) in the square before "For the Levies"; those against such
levies place (X) in the square before "Against the Levies."
Council of the City of Nitro
BY:

Mayor

Attest:

City Recorder

Mr. Melton made a motion that this be accepted as
the first reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington.
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Councilman at Large Karnes asked, "Does this change
in any way the taxes we are now paying?"
Mr. Melton said, "No."
Mayor Gibson said that it helps to maintain and
keep the tax structure as it presently is.
Mr. Melton said that we're talking about approximately
$52,000 a year for our general budget, and without it we would
have to cut and curtail services.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made
by Mr. Melton, the acceptance of first reading of the resolution
and order calling for a special election to continue the current
excess levy. The motion passed unanimously.
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Mayor Gibson stated that some of the citizens
wanted to be heard regarding Ridenour Memorial Park.
Mr. Bill Medford, 2152 21st Street, asked council
that Ridenour Park be opened for sleigh riding at the same
hours the lake is open for fishing.
After further discussion, Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion Ridenour Memorial Park be opened for sleigh
riding daylight till 10:00 p.m. weekdays, and daylight till
11:00 p.m. weekends. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Miller and the motion passed.
After much discussion on there not being a place
to park at Ridenour Park, Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion the cable be taken down, the two parking lots
be open on the road side of the park, and the "No Trespassing"
signs be taken down. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.

I

Councilman Bailey made a motion the Recreation
Committee draw up detailed regulation to govern Ridenour Park
so the facility can be operated with a minimum amount of
confusion. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart,
and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibsen referred to a letter dated January 15,
1979 from Ivan Meadows, President of the Nitro Lions Little
League, and also to the Minutes of the Nitro Lions Little
League,January 13, 1979. The Mayor stated that council had
not made formal decision regarding previous correspondence
from the Little League Association in reference to a new
ball field and an additional storage building.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
give them permission to build a backstop located beside
the basketball court but not to allow construction of an
outfield fence at this time. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson referred to a letter dated September 8,
1978 from Mr. Alvin Hicks, President of the Nitro Lions
Little League in reference to a storage building. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion to give them permission to
build a storage building (approximately 14' x 20') at their
expense beside the present concession stand. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed.

I

In the discussion prior to the vote giving the
Nitro Lions Little League permission to build the storage
building it was decided that any labor supplied by the
city employees would be completely voluntary. Councilman
Hughart said he would assist them.
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Mayor Gibson stated that the Garbage Department was
in much need of two garbage trucks and two packers, He
stated that the two 1973 garbage trucks now in use need to
be replaced. Councilman Hughart asked that this be referred
to the Finance Committee.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence.
(This correspondence is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mr. Jay Long, Recreation Director, received a
thank you letter dated January 11, 1979 from the Honorable
John D. Rockefeller IV, Governor of West Virginia.
2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 11,
1979 from R. L. Smith, ALA, Architectural Associates, Box 1331,
Charleston, WV 25325, in reference to housing for the City of Nitro,
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said a raise
in the monthly cost Nitro pays to Kanawha County Ambulance
Authority can be anticipated because of the effected cuts CETA
will have on operating expenses. He said he would have more
information after the January 31, 1979 meeting.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

no reports.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that the Civic
Benefit Association does owe the City of Nitro money which
should have been paid many months ago.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to authorize
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, to contact the various corporations
individually by letter in an effort to obtain the money for the
city. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and
the motion passed by unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion that a light be installed at the main
gate by the dam at Ridenour Park. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller, and the motion passed. Councilman Bailey
and Councilman Hughart cast opposing votes.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Romie Hughart
introduced a friend of his,Mr. Bill Cooper. Mr. Cooper stated
that a group had acquired a piece of property, Manor Court, on
Main Avenue, and they were going to convert to condominiums.

I

55
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

I

MR. MELTON:

no reports.

no reports.

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.

MAYOR

RECORDER

I

I

Id
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I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
FEBRUARY 6, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on February 6, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney,
and Councilman at Large Mel Pennington were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 16, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Gouncilffian Mi Her made a motion the January 16, 1979 Council
Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
RESIGNATION LETTER DATED JANUARY 29, 1979 PERTAINING
TO TOM "BUCKY" MELTON, CITY RECORDER, LAST WORKING DAY
FEBRUARY 1, 1979": Mayor Gibson stated he had received a
letter of resignation dated January 29, 1979 from Mr. Melton,
and requested that the letter be made a part of the minutes.
Mayor Gibson read, verbatim, the letter.

THE LETTER IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

Giby o
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NITRO, WEST V I R G I N I A 25143
NNM. D. IB1UU GIBSON

r ~nKno f« M* Pnh,r^

MAYO R

7=5-5643

I

J E R R Y T. MELTO

Looking to tne rurure

RECORDER-TREASUR
755-3521

January 29, 1979

The Honorable William D. Gibson
Mayor
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Dear Mayor Gibson:
It is with mixed emotions that I write this
letter of resignation. I will continue working a two
week notice including vacation time.
My first thoughts are of how I am improving
myself by accepting a new job with Continental Can Corp.
The only disadvantages to my position, as City
Recorder, were the facts, as an elected official, I
could only get a salary increase every four years and
the lack of job security of being elected each term.
These are circumstances that cannot be changed.

I

It is with sad feelings in my heart that I
must leave you. Mayor, it has been an honor working
with you, the Councilmen, the department heads and
all of the other employees. During the past six and
a half years, we have had some wonderful times together.
I will always consider the employees here to be my
friends forever, working together we have been more
like a family.
Thank you all and may God be with you.

'

Sincerely,

Tom "Bucky" Melton
cc:
tg

Nitro City Councilmen
Nitro City Employees

I
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I

Mayor Gibson said, "It's up to council as to what
action you want to take at this point and time, I have had
ourCPA, Mr. Robert Cunningham checking out the financial
accounting and bookeeping matters in general." The Mayor
stated that Mr. Cunningham may want to make some comment as
to what he has found in the way of record keeping, and
further said, "I know you haven't had much time to review
the records, but you might give them a 'bird's eye view'
on matters."
Mr. Cunningham replied:
What I find has been somewhat incomplete in so
far as documentation is concerned. I've reconciled, I think about all the accounts and in
most cases found some differences; in some cases
small, and some large.

I

I guess one of my concerns has to do with
budgetary control for the remaining portion
of the year. I don't know what the official
budget is, but at the end of January 31, 1979,
we had about five thousand dollars ($5,000)
in the general fund. I intended to go back
and try to find how we stood in January 31 of
prior years, and couldn't find those numbers.
But, it's something the Finance Committee
should look at: actual budget results against
budget preparation at this point I think
perhaps. In addition to $5,000, I think
tonight just before the council meeting I
ran across approximately eighteen or nineteen
thousand dollars ($18,000 or $19,000) of
unpaid taxes from the month of January, the
fourth quarter of 1978.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked, "That's normal
though, that's normal taxes isn't it?"
Mr. Cunningham answered, "Yes, The only thing I
couldn't find was the third quarter of 1978, Workmen's
Compensation." "I couldn't find that, that's a couple
thousand, I don't think it was paid."
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that council
proceed and accept Mr. Melton's resignation with regrets.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and
the motion passed by unanimous vote.

I

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMENT .
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Mayor Gibson referred to a letter sent by him to
Mr. Melton dated February 1, 1979, requesting the December
1978, and January, 1979 Financial Statements, and the current
bank balance of each account through January 31, 1979, less
outstanding checks and outstanding incumbrances for outstanding purchases so as to provide a clear picture of each banking
account through January, 1979. Mayor Gibson stated that
Mr. Melton did supply us with some figures in his own handwriting last Thursday, February 1 which was his (Mr. Melton's)
last working day. Mayor Gibson stated that he had the handwritten figures typed onto the sheets of which you have a copy.
He said, "If you will notice, it's a very brief recap during
the December and January Financial period." The Mayor requested
that a copy of the handwritten December and January
financial
information be filed in the supplement file to the minutes.

I

Councilman Hughart made a motion that the December
1978 and the January 1979 Financial Statement be referred to
the Finance Committee with the Finance Committee reporting
back to council at the next council meeting (February 20).
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Gassell, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that in
accordance with the City Code, that council declare a vacancy
in the case of our City Recorder and Treasurer. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion
passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson stated we need council to resolve to
pass a resolution that a councilman can sign the bank account
cards and be able to sign the checks along with the Mayor.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that Councilman
at Large Karnes be so designated. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed unanimously.
SECOND READING OF RESOLUTION, SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION,
FEBRUARY 24T 1979:Mayor Gibson stated council had passed a
resolution on first reading in order to hold a special election
February 24, 1979, and stated we do need a second reading.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen gave the second reading
of the resolution and order calling for the special election to
continue the current excess levy to be held on February 24,
1979, as follows:

I

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
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FOR

I

ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL LEVY
TO THE VOTERS OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
TAKE NOTICE
That a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro,
State of West Virginia, held on the

6th day of February, 1979,

the following order was made and entered of record.

TO-WIT:

The Council of the City of Nitro being of the opinion that the
maximum levies for current expenses authorized by Article B, Chapter 11
of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, will not provide sufficient
funds for the payment of the current expenses of the City of Nitro,
including expenditures for the purposes hereinafter set forth, and
that an election should be held to increase such levies under the

I

provisions of Section 16, Article 8, Chapter 11 of the Code of West
Virginia, as amended, it is hereby ordered:
1.

That the purpose for which additional funds are needed is
as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs
Parks and Recreation
Firemen's Wages
Additional Street Lighting
Policemen's Wages
Library
Fire Hydrant Rental

2.

That the approximate amount for each purpose is as follows:
Street Maintenance and Repairs, $9,000.00 for each fiscal
year for a period of three years.
Parks and Recreation, $6,818.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three years.

I

Firemen's Wages, $10,000.00 for each fiscal year for a
period of three years.
Additional Street Lighting, $5,500.00 for each fiscal year
for a period of three years.
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Policemen's Wages, $15,500.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three years
Library, $5,000.00 for each fiscal year for a period
of three years.

I

Fire Hydrant Rental, $2,000.00 for each fiscal year for
a period of three years.
3.

That the total approximate amount for said purpose or

purposes is $53,818.00 for each fiscal year for a period of
three years.
4.

That the separate and aggregate assessed valuation of

each class of taxable property within the municipality of Nitro is
as follows:

Class I, $3,051,484;

Class IV, $16,523,620;
5.

Class II $13,265,019;

Aggregate $32,840,123.

That the proposed additional rate of levy in cents on each

class of property is as follows:

Class I, 6.250;

Class II, 12.50

Class IV, 2506.

That the proposed years to which the additional levy shall

I

apply are the fiscal years beginning July 1, 1979; July 1, 1980;
July 1, 1981.
7.

That the question of such additional levy shall be submitted

to a vote at a special election, to be held on the 24th day of
February, 1979.
8.

That the notice calling such election shall be given by

the publication of this order at least once each week for two
successive weeks before said election, within fourteen consecutive
days next preceding the election, in the Kanawha Valley Leader, a
newspaper of general circulation in said Municipality and the only
qualified newspaper published therein and of general circulation
in the City of Nitro.

Printed copies of this order shall also be

posted at each place of voting at least ten days before said

I

election.

I

All the provisions of the laws concerning General

Election shall apply as far as practicable, except that a separate
ballot shall be used at

such election when held in connection with

any other election.
9.

That the ballot to be used at such election shall be in
form as follows:
OFFICIAL LEVY BALLOT
CITY OF NITRO
WEST VIRGINIA
SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election to authorize additional levies for the fiscal
years beginning July 1, 1979;

July 1, 1980;

and July 1, 1981 for the

following purposes and in the approximate amounts set forth as follows:

I

For street maintenance and repairs,
the annual approximate amount of

9,000.00

For parks and recreation the annual
approximate amount of

6,818.00

For Firemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of
For additional street lighting, the
annual approximate amount of
For Policemen's wages, the annual
approximate amount of

10,000.00
5,500.00
15,500.00

For Library, the annual approximate
amount of

5,000.00

For fire hydrant rental, the annual
approximate amount of

2,000.00

The annual total approximate amount to
be expended during the term of this
levy is $53,818.00
Additional levy shall be on Class I property, 6.25C; on Class II
property, 12.5£; Class IV property, 250-

I

(

) For the Levies

(

) Against the Levies
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Instructions:

I

Those favoring the additional levies, place

(X) in the square before "For the Levies";

those against such

levies place (X) in the square before "Against the Levies".

Council of the City of Nitro
BY:

, Mayor

Attest:

City Recorder

I

I
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I

Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion this be
accepted as the second reading. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Miller and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
REQUEST FROM AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY TO CONDUCT
ITS INCOME DEVELOPMENT CRUSADE FROM DOOR TO DOOR, APRIL 1
TO MAY 15, 19791Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion
to table this until Councilman at Large Pennington, Chairman
of the Business and Civic Betterment Committee returns, due
to the fact they don't need this till April 1. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson referred to a letter from
Mrs. Brenda Tyler, Fund Raising Chairman of the Nitro Junior
High School Band Boosters requesting permission to have a
parade in the City of Nitro on February 24, 1979.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to grant
their request.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller,
and the motion passed.
NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 15,
1979: Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Vice President of
the Planning Commission, said:

I

The Planning Commission is working on several
projects that we feel are very important to the
city. We've been working on subdivision regulations for quite sometime and we're only maybe
a step or two away from passage of a final draft,
I believe.
Another important project that we've had in
committee for some time is maybe examination of
some of the definitions of our present zoning
ordinance....
There's no recommendation on either of those but
there will be, I think very shortly, in both cases.
And I do think we need to get these two things in
line quickly.

I

APPOINTMENT REQUEST BY MR. J. H. CREWDSON, MUNICIPAL
JUDGE, REGARDING AN OFFICIAL CLERK OF NITRO MUNICIPAL COURT
itec. 13-4) MRS. SONIA "TONI" GILLENWATER: Mayor Gibson referred
to a letter from Mr.T!W.Crewdson~Nitro Municipal Judge,
dated January 25, 1979, requesting that Mrs. Sonia Gillenwater
be appointed as the official clerk of the Nitro Municipal Court,
and to the letter is attached page (page 172) of the Nitro City
Code.
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I

Councilman Hughart made a motion to table this
at this time until the next council meeting, February 20,
1979. (Councilman Hughart stated that he really had no
objections to the judge's request, but he would like more
time to give it some thought.) The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.
There was one abstaining vote, Councilman Miller.

Mayor Gibson stated there was a need to approve
the appointments of the election workers for the Special
Levy Election of February 24, 1979.

I

THE LIST OF THE APPOINTMENTS IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

till' OF Nil KG
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SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION

I

FEBRUARY 24, 1979
PRECINCT 363

NITRO HIGH SCHOOL

CLERK

Joan Stephens, 111 Brookhaven Dr.

CLERK

Mrs. Naomi Baker,.?:: 224 Brookhaven Dr.

776-282;
776-323:

*.

3rd Ave..

755-129:

COMMISSIONER

Janice Weibl, 203 Brookhaven Dr.

776-460:

COMMISSIONER

Charmagne Mazzei, 1 Barrington Rd.

776-312!

PRECINCT 364

NITRO HIGH SCHOOL

CI.'iRK

Garnet Galloway, 2 Blakes Rd.

755-248!

Mary Campbell, 2437 3rd Ave.

755-164!

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Leyland Campbell,2437 3rd Ave.

755-164i

COMMISSIONER

Jan Tauscher, 2127 21st Street

755-466i

CO 2-1TSSIONER

Mrs. Harry Miller, Jr., 2151

PR CINCT 365

NITRO ELEMENTARY

CLERK

Joyce Middleton, 1922

CLERK

Velma Kinder, 1816

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Viola Ragle, 1619 16th St.

755-266

COMMISSIONER

Isabella Hudnall, 1522

755-342

COMMISSIONER

Marguarite Grover, 1409

14th St.

PRECINCT 366

BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

, .'

CLERK

Sue Fowler 921

CLERK

Jessie Raynes, 1123

llth St.

755-352

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Rutih.-Carpenter/. 1022-.. 10th St

755-243

COMMISSIONER

Audry Deeter,-722

755-540

COMMISSIONER

Lennie Long, 817• 8th St.

SUPPLY

Cl

I

COMMISSIONER

• K

Geneva Crewdson, 2430

21st St.

755-262

SCHOOL
19th St.

18th St.

755-312

15th St.

9th St.

7th St.

755-288

755-262

•'•
755-751

755-110
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PRECINCT 367

'.

'

BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - MULTI-PURPOSE' ROOM

CLERK

Golda Roark, 1332 W. 13th'St.

CLERK

Elsie Simmons,- 305 Kanawha Ave.

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Betty Shrewsbury, 1441 Park Ave. <

COMMISSIONER

Ruby Hus"te~ad, 2 Main Avenue _ "

COMMISSIONER ..'PRECINCT 368

'
''

CLERK

Janice Amburgey, 1426' W 14th St.
BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.- LIBRARY
Lucille Callihan, 102 Juniper St.

755-357

Nell.Carney, 901 Dupont Ave.

755-461

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Bonnie Jones, 200 Juniper St.

755-365

COMMISSIONER

Iris Miles, 708 Main Avenue

755-441

COMMISSIONER

Virginia Coalter, 809 Washington Ave.

755-142

PRECINCT 369

WEST SATTES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - East End of School

CLERK

Ruth Phalen, 1372 Valentine Circle

727-'

CLERK

Reba Lewis, 1343 Valentine Circle

727:|

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Evelyn Sheperd, 210 Lee St.

722-320!

COMMISSIONER

Marjorie Sales, 1358 Valentine Circle

-CLERK

§

!

727-558(

i

727-558C

COMMISSIONER

Mae .McCune, .-1224 Main Avenue'

PRECINCT 370

WEST SATTES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL .

CLERK

Ollie Hancock, 711 Kanawha Ave. So

727-3795

CLERK

Vesta Annan, 707 Kanawha Avenue So.

727-0796

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Sue Goodwin, 103 Cleveland Avenue

727-378C

COMMISSIONER

Rita Shahan, 706 Kanawha Avenue

727-0384

COMMISSIONER

Amy Yates, 712 Michigan Avenue

PRECINCT 22

NITRO-PUTNAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CLERK

Mrs. Roland Carroll, 3818

CLERK

Hazel Townsend, 4122 Third Avenue

755-.J

SUPPLY COMMISSIONER

Joan Savilla, 4034

755-3284

COMMISSIONER

Virginia Roush,

COMMISSIONER

Florence Mollohan,3813

38th St

40th Street
3610

36th Street
38th St.

.727-1270

755-1198

755-4635

755-4553
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
approve the appointments of the election workers. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that three years ago
Mrs. Viola Ragle and Mrs. Velma Kinder had been appointed
Ballot Commissioners, and there is a need to approve their
appointments again. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a
motion to approve the appointments of Mrs. Viola Ragle and
Mrs. Velma Kinder as Ballot Commissioners. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that the tentative date for
the schooling (election workers) is February 15, 1979,7:30 p.m.
at the Nitro High School, Room 115.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence is in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter signed by the
various firemen of the Nitro Fire Department in reference
to Nitro Fire Department Rules and Regulations. The signed
letter signified that they clearly understood their duties
and they understood all contents of the Rules and Regulations
which were adopted by Nitro City Council February 6, 1973.
2. NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT
for the month of December, 1978 from Police Chief Leo Bradley
ATTACHED TO THE ACTIVITY REPORT: DUNBAR - NITRO
ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT for the month of December, 1978
3. Mr. Darrell Young, Young Builders and Construction Company, Route 2, Box 892, Winfield, WV 25213, received
a letter from the Board of Zoning Appeals dated January 12,
1979. This letter advised Mr. Young that his request for
certain exceptions and variances to present City Zoning
Ordinance to allow the construction of a proposed one story
office building on the corner of First Avenue and 29th Street
was approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals January 11, 1979.
ATTACHED: Copy of the Minutes of The Board of
Zoning Appeals meeting, December 19, 1978 at 7:00 p.m. at
Nitro City Hall.
Councilman Miller questioned, does the Board of
Zoning Appeals have a right to grant or do they have the
right to recommend, when someone requests a variance or
exception. Mayor Gibson said that it was his understanding
the board has a right to grant within the confines of the
ordinance on variances.

_/
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4. Mr. Harry Russell, Chairman of the Zoning Board
of Appeals, received a letter dated January 17, 1979 from
Mayor Gibson in reference to Mr. Roger A. Cooke's request for
a zoning variance from business to residential. The property
is located at the corner?ofTwenty-First Street and Third Avenue.
Enclosed was a copy of a letter to Mayor Gibson from Roger A. Cooke
dated January 16, 1979 in reference to the request.
ATTACHED: Letter dated January 16, 1979 was sent from
Charles Robert Sergent, Building Inspector, to Mr. Roger A. Cooke,
rejecting building permit (number 4-79).

I

Councilman Miller requested a clarification on what
the Board of Zoning Appeals can grant and what they must recommend
to council, (clarification from the city attorney on a like case).
Councilman Karnes stated that it was the procedure he questioned.
5. Mayor Gibson received a memorandum from an interested
unknown citizen (no signature) dated January 18, 1979 in reference
to parking on certain street, namely Blackwood Street, Valentine
Circle, and other streets.
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 19,
1979 from the Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV, Governor of
West Virginia advising Mayor Gibson that the Governor was
recommending to Appalachian Regional Commission the award of a
grant in the amount of $160,000 to the City of Nitro for the
Maintenance Garage project.
7. ARTICLE IN HUNTINGTON HERALD DISPATCH, dated
January 20, 1979 - City Council in Mount Vernon, Ohio rejected
a $2.5 million federal grant slated for the city.

I

8. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 23,
1979 from Ms. Alicia Tyler, Facilities Development Representative,
Governor's Office of Economic and Community Development, in
reference to Governor Rockefeller's recommendation to ARC
for funds to aid in implementation of the Nitro Maintenance
Garage project.
9. Mayor Gibson received a
1979, from George A. Bicher, Colonel,
reference to status of the Nitro Park
Winfield Navigation Pool Master Plan,

letter dated January 23,
Corps of Engineers, in
Project proposed in the
Kanawha River.

10. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 23,
1979 from Mr. Robert E. Kittle, Superintendent of Kanawha
County Schools thanking him for his participation in the
Kanawha County Education and Government Seminar.
11. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated January 23,
1979 to Mrs. Mary Frances Bleidt, Director of Community Education
requesting a full-time community education coordinator to take
control of the Nitro Program, 1979-1980.

I

I

12. Mayor Gibson received a letter January 23,
1979 from Neil Richardson, Executive Officer, West Virginia
Army National Guard, Company D. 1092D Engineer Battalion,
St. Albans, West Virginia 25177, offering their assistance
on community projects.
Councilman Bailey asked that a letter of
appreciation be written to the National Guard for the
opportunity given to the City of Nitro by them.
13. ARTICLE FROM THE CHARLESTON GAZETTE, dated
January 25, 1979 regarding policemen attempting to rescue
someone who fell through ice into Charles River.
14. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated January 31,
1979 from Charles C. Steele, Executive Director, West Virginia
Housing Development Fund in reference to housing for the
elderly in Nitro stating that he had received a telephone
call from Governor Rockefeller.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey requested
that the letter from an interested citizen regarding street
parking be referred to. the Street and Traffic Committee,
and that this be a part of the minutes.
Councilman Bailey stated that the Kanawha Valley
Emergency Ambulance Authority will be voting on the proposed
budget for fiscal year 1979-1980 tomorrow evening (Wednesday,
February 7). Councilman Bailey said the Mayors of the
four participating cities (Nitro, Dunbar, St. Albans,
South Charleston) will get together and iron out with the
County Commissioners their responsibility on the fiscal
strength of the city to participate in this budget.
A figure of fifty-two thousand dollars ($52,000)
plus has been set by the authority as an equal amount for
each city for the bare minimum cost of maintaining one
ambulance and four attendents for a year, which is a bargain
in itself, Councilman Bailey stated. Councilman Bailey said
that no agreement now exists between the mayors of the four
cities as it relates to fiscal year 1979-1980 proposed budget.
Councilman Bailey said he would see that council
received copies of the proposed budget.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen requested that the
Finance Committee be given the cost factor for the City of Nitro
as soon as it is available.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that the work
on street improvements had been completed with the exception
of the two barricades. These were the recommendations on
street improvements which Chief Bradley of the Nitro Police
Department presented to council at the December 5, 1978
Council Meeting, he said.

I

Councilman Bailey said that he had a request for
a DEAD END sign for Martins Court. He stated that he also
had requests for street signs at Martins Court and at
Spring Street.
Councilman Miller requested a street sign for
Smith Street.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.
no reports.

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the
motion passed.

MAYOR

Id
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
FEBRUARY 20, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on February 20, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Mr. Layton Cottrill,
City Attorney, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Dean Miller was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 6, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen made a motion the February 6, 1979 Council Meeting
Minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hughart, and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mayor Gibson stated that council had received the very brief
financial statement at last council meeting and Councilman
Hughart wanted to delay approval until this meeting.
Mayor Gibson asked Mr. Bob Cunningham, CPA if he had a report
for council.
Mr. Cunningham stated he believed the financial
statement as presented has some minor discrepancies with
one major exception and I believe that all those will be
reflected in the February 1979 Financial Statement.
Mr. Cunningham said that the major exception has to do with
the revenue sharing fund checking account, the January 31
statement shows a balance of $46,286.97; the reconciled
checking account balance of the same account shows $86,638.55,
all other differences are minor and will be reflected in
February.

I

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mayor Gibson asked Mr.Cunningham if he wasspeaking of
December 1978 and January 1979 Financial Statements.
Mr. Cunningham answered, yes, I think the December Financial
Statement is fairly close to accurate. He further said the
revenue sharing receipt was received in January of 1979.
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Councilman Hughart made a motion to table approval
of the December 1978, and the January 1979 Financial Statements.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the
motion passed. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen did not vote.
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, stated that it could
be brought up prior to the end of fiscal year 1978 - 1979.

I

REQUEST FROM AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY TO CONDUCT ITS
INCOME DEVELOPMENT CRUSADE FROM DOOR TO DOOR APRIL 1 TO MAY 15,
1979: Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to grant
their request. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
APPOINTMENT REQUEST BY MR. J. H. CREWDSON, MUNICIPAL
JUDGE, REGARDING AN OFFICIAL CLERK OF NITRO MUNICIPAL COURT
(SEC. 13-4) MRS. SONIA "TONI" GILLENWATER:Councilman Hughart
made a motion to approve the request.TFe motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen did not vote.
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR
1979 - 1980: Councilman Bailey, Chairman of the Emergency
Ambulance Service Committee stated that council had received a
copy of the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority's
Proposed Budget for FY 1979 - 1980.
Councilman Bailey said the thing about which we are
most involved is the figure $200,000, and also before you is
a copy of the actual cost of operating one ambulance, which
is self explanatory. It gives a total cost of $126,408.06.
He said in effect this $50,000 figure for each of the four
participating municipalities (Nitro, Dunbar, South Charleston
and St. Albans) is a bargain it itself dollar wise, however,
this current year that we are now operating on we are paying
on the basis of the RIG formula, which means in effect our
monthly payment is considerably less.

I

Councilman Bailey stated that Mayor Gibson will
appear with one of us, or as he so chooses individually or
cooperatively, before the Kanawha County Commissioners and
present our side of the financial picture, whether or not we
can continue on the basis that we are now operating. He said
they may be receptive to our reality of being able to meet x
number of dollar payments and they could take up the diffference
and add it to their portion of the budget which is $786,758.89
as it now stands.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked how many CETA
personnel do they have. Councilman Bailey said he was not
sure of the exact number, that they have lost forty.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked, "What is that
going to do when the CETA Program winds down?"

I
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I

Councilman Bailey said, "They are on 18 month slots,
what this means is each month period we get new people in that
has to be retrained, and these people are lost."
Mayor Gibson referred to a page from a packet which
was included last year and said the packet was dated March 13
of 1978. This was presented to the Mayors of Dunbar,
South Charleston, St. Albans and Nitro when they appeared
before the Kanawha County Commission, he said, and there is
a total cost of $44,474,95 which was the amount each
municipality was going to pay.

I

Mayor Gibson called attention to the figure
$22,237.48 (on the same page) the cities of South Charleston
and St. Albans each were to pay for an additional ambulance
which would give them a total of three ambulances. Mayor
Gibson said that the Mayors of South Charleston and St. Albans
refused to pay the $22,237.48 and that he read in the paper
some weeks later where the Kanawha County Commission picked
this amount of money up, they just paid it. Mayor Gibson
stated he resented it then, the Mayor of Dunbar resented it
at that time; and I still resent it today, and Mayor Leone
resents it very much today because we do not feel that our
small municipality with a much smaller population should pay
as much as South Charleston, as much as St. Albans. Mayor
Gibson said that when South Charleston's ambulance is taken
out of the city and they had another call Dunbar would go to
South Charleston. He said, the same way with us, if St. Albans
goes out, we move ours from the center part of Nitro and put
it up on the other end of the bridge.
Mayor Gibson stated that the 1970 census shows
South Charleston has a population of 16,333, Nitro has a
population if 8,153, Dunbar has a population of 9,151 and
St. Albans has a population of 14,356. He said that on a
percentage basis Nitro had 17 percent, Dunbar had 19 percent,
St. Albans had 30 percent, and South Charleston had 34 percent.
Mayor Gibson contended if you have twice the
population generally speaking on a percentage basis in most
cases year in and year out the double population is going to
require almost double the amount of ambulance service. We do
not think it's right and I do not understand why the ambulance
authority is taking this position.

I

Councilman Bailey said, "We are not paying it now,
by virtue'- of your involvement we are paying it on a prorated
basis now; what I'm saying, Mayor, that is your responsibility
as well as ours, if we can appear before the KanawhaCounty
Commission and still continue on the same basis as we are now,
and I think it can be done, rather than pay this amount.

ye
Mayor Gibson stated that Dunbar had bought two
ambulances from ADE about a year ago and that Mayor Leone
said that if he has to he would try to get some volunteers
and pay some personnel and may go on his own, it all depends
on the circumstances.

I

Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, said that if you are
going to do it on a perfectly equitable basis it should be
on a per capita basis.
Councilman at Large Karnes said if Mayor Leone does
go with his own ambulance service look at the direction that's
going to put Nitro, St. Albans, and South Charleston.
Mayor Gibson said that he was willing to plead
Nitro's case in person before the Kanawha County Commissioners
but he felt we should inform them ahead of time council's
position, and also explore the avenue of negotiating something
with Putnam County Ambulance Authority.
Councilman Bailey said we are serving the plants over
here and we're not getting any help from them. Mayor Gibson
said they were supposed to contact the plants and try to get
their help. Councilman at Large Allen stated that most the
plants are in Putnam County.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion authorizing
the Mayor to write a letter expressing disapproval of the high
cost to the City of Nitro, and stating council's position.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.

I

Mr. Cottrill said at the same time it might be good
to authorize someone to approach the Putnam County Commission
and the Putnam County Ambulance authority.
Mayor Gibson and various councilman expressed to
Councilman Bailey their thanks for the outstanding job he has
done.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made by
Dr. Allen which was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington
to authorize the Mayor to write a letter to the Kanawha
County Commission. The motion passed unanimously.
ELECTION SEMINAR CONDUCTED FEBRUARY 15, 1979, 7:30 P.M.
FOR LEVY ELECTION POLL WORKERS!Mayor Gibson stated that he
had attended the seminar, and welcomed the poll workers and
thanked them in advance. He said Mrs. Peggy Miller, Kanawha
County Clerk, and Mrs. Womack and Mrs. Spangler from the voters
registration office were also present.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (This correspondence is in the supplement
file to the minutes.)
1. NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT
for the month of January, 1979 from Police Chief Leo Bradley
ATTACHED TO THE ACTIVITY REPORT: DUNBAR - NITRO
ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT for the month of January, 1979
Also attached were three complimentary letters in
reference to the Police Department.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that Mr. Bowman,
Humane Officer had resigned. Police Chief Leo Bradley said
that they were considering a man to replace Mr. Bowman, and
the replacement would be hired shortly.
2. Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals meeting,
January 19, 1979 at 7:00 p.m. at Nitro City Hall

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked if council had
to approve this. Mayor Gibson said to his knowledge they
had never done so in the past. After further discussion
on the action taken by the Board of Zoning Appeals in
reference to rezoning a parcel of land from B-2 Central
Business to R-2 General Residence, situated on the corner of
21st Street and Third Avenue, the consensus of council was
to ask Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, for clarification to
determine whether or not the Board of Zoning Appeals has the
authority to rezone a parcel of land.
3.

Minutes, Nitro Little League, January 30, 1979,

7:00 p.m.
4. Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, had written a
letter dated February 5, 1979 to the Civic Benefits Association
Members in reference to the non-payment of its pledge to the City
5. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
February 6, 1979 to Neil Richardson, West Virginia Army National
Guard, St. Albans, West Virginia in reference to the assistance
the National Guard offered the City of Nitro on community
projects.
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter from the State
Tax Department of West Virginia in reference to a Seminar
for Budget Preparation, February 21, 9:30 till 3:00 p.m. at
1800 Washington Street, East, Charleston, West Virginia.
Mayor Gibson requested that everyone attend, if at all
possible, and said that he intended to be there.

I

7. Mayor Gibson received a letter February 9, 1979
from the Kanawha County Commissioners in reference to helping
set the priorities for Revenue Sharing expenditures in
fiscal year 1979 -1980.

8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
February 15, 1979 to Mr. Charles L. Miller, Commissioner
West Virginia Department of Highways, 1900 Washington Street,
East, Charleston, West Virginia 25305, in reference to
off-system bridges.

•
•
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Mayor Gibson stated that he had a request from
the Golden Oldies today. (Usage of the Nitro City Park
onMay 11, 12, 13. 1979 for the purpose of conducting
their 6th Annual Street Rod Show and Swap Meet.)
Councilman at Large Pennington said that this
has been successful in the past and made a motion to let
the Golden Oldies proceed as in the past. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that a police cruiser was
involved in a head-on collision and the cruiser was totaled.
Police Chief Leo Bradley stated that the cruiser which was
totaled was a 1977 Nova. He said that a new cruiser was on
order, and that they were renting one for $13 per day.
He said that it was necessary to purchase a new cruiser as
soon as possible. The chief further stated that the driver
of the other vehicle ran and to date we have not been
able to apprehend him.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer this to the Police Department Committee and that
they be given the authority to act. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Councilman Hughart cast an opposing vote.
MAYOR GIBSON

I

CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said he had
been getting some calls on Old County Road. He said that
the road needed some cinders or stone to make the road passable,
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen questioned if the rate schedule for Kanawha Cable
Television Company coincided with the agreement the City of
Nitro had with Kanawha Cable Television Company. He asked
why the rate schedule was in effect February 1. Councilman
at Large Donald Karnes said that they had to give a thirty
day notice.
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COUNCILMAN HUCHART:

no reports.

Mayor Gibson entertained a motion for adjournment.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed.

Mayor

I

I

Id

00

81

I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCH 6, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on March 6, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Donald Karnes, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Mr. Layton Cottrill,
City Attorney, and Councilman Dean Miller were absent.

I

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson, and on behalf of the elected officials
welcomed those present. The invocation was given by Councilman
Gus Bailey.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 20, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated that council had received a copy of the
minutes in the mail for their review. Councilman Bailey made
a motion the February 20, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.
KANAWHA COUNTY EMERGENCY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY REPORT:
Councilman Bailey introduced Mr. J. Kemp McLaughlin, Executive
Director of the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority.
Mr. McLaughlin stated:
We're organized under state laws of West Virginia,
and we're in the business of life saving; and that's
our sole reason for being in business.
We have had assistance the past year from the
federal government in the way of CETA employees.
We have had excellent cooperation from your
community and city officials.

I

We organized quickly late in the fall of 1977
when Ade Corporation went out of business. I
think we have had a modicum of success.
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We have had several problems. We have been a
major factor in saving many lives, particularly
heart attack victims around over the county.

I

We operate by contract with 12 communities in
the county out of the 14 that have ambulance
service available.
We have made progress of installing and are
finalizing now a very fine communication
system that hooks our ambulance personnel
from the scene of the accidnet of a heart
attack directly to the hospital emergency
room.
We have for the past year been training
people as emergency medical technicians which
is the first phase of emergency medical training to enable them to assist people at the
scene and en route to the hospital.
This year x^e have a special training program
on through the Charleston Area Medical Center,
Herbert Thomas Hospital, and West Virginia State
College; a special paramedic training course which
is a stiff long course. It takes a student about
6 months to get through it. It's a particularly
tough course. Some of our people are not able
to pass the entrance examinations and a good many
will have difficulty in passing tests. But, at
the end of this year we hope to have enough
people trained as paramedics, licensed as paramedics to perform all of the normal emergency
life saving advanced life saving services at
the scene and en route to the hospital. Some of
this, of course, will be under the radio control
of the doctor in the emergency room.

I

I don't think there is any point in going into the
technical aspects of it, my assistant Mr. Frank Kirk
who is a paramedic is with me tonight, and he actually
schedules the ambulances and the personnel, and he
will answer questions in this area.
We are facing a serious money problem in that the
federal government chose to withdraw its CETA support
all over the country. The CETA program was designed
to get to the hard-core jobless, the hard core
employee, the drop outs, people who couldn't find
a job. We have taken a good many of those people
and trained and put them in fruitful and productive
work. Some of them we have not been able to do that
for. However now, they are cutting back on the
program and during the coming fiscal year beginning
next July 1, each month they are going to cut somebody off and we must put them on our payroll.

I
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I think you have a copy of our budget, these
people are in the four to six dollar an hour
range, roughly speaking, depending on experience,
license, and whether they're a paramedic or not.
By the time you add 18 percent fringes you get
into the class of cost of around a thousand
dollars a month. So we have jumped from what
we spent this past year in the amount of actual
cost; 350 or 360 thousand dollars to $1,067,000
this year.
We are asking a community such as yours to
continue to support us for half of a crew of
4 members on a crew for each ambulance, as we
are asking the other three incorporated cities
here which would be a total of $200,000 for the
four cities, or $50,000 each. We're expecting
to collect in collections this year $120,000 or
$10,000 a month from ambulance calls. We hope
it will be higher than that, that's a conservative
estimate.

I

We are asking the county commission to put up
the other $700,000 approximately to cover the
difference. That is a synopsis of where we stand
now.
Mr. McLaughlin further stated:
I will tell you before you go further that the
county commission has not approved our budget.
Our hearing before the county commission is
next Tuesday, March 13th. At that time we will
present and go over our budget item per item
with them. Sometime after that, they will let
us know whether they concur with all of it; part
of it, and which part.
I'm merely asking, if you can, to concur in
your part of the budget so that when we get to
the county commission we can let them know where
you stand, and the others stand, and hopefully
encourage them to come along with their part.
I'll stop there, Mr. Mayor, and try to answer
any questions.
Mayor Gibson asked,"Have you read my letter?"

I

Mr. McLaughlin answered, "Yes sir."
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Mayor Gibson stated:
You know, what I don't understand and I think I'm
speaking for the entire council, is why you all,
the authority, would expect a small city like Nitro
with about half the population of South Charleston,
to pay the same amount as South Charleston.
Or,
we can talk about Nitro as compared to St. Albans....
We are at a complete loss as to why you expect us
to pay as much as St. Albans and South Charleston.

I

Initially, it wasn't set up that way.
Mr. McLaughlin replied, "Yes sir, it wasn't actually,
but it was changed, sir. Last year when we put the thing together in the planning stage before the budget was approved
we established it on the comprehensive plan which meant each
community would furnish 4 men for half a crew for the ambulance. It takes 8% people plus a supervision to operate an
ambulance when you count the days vacation leave, and every
thing that goes into it; 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. We
ask you and the other communities to furnish 4 people. Now,
the pay requirements for 4 men for that crew is approximately
$12,500 each, or for 4 people $50,000. Now, last year we set
it up the same way, and then when you all objected the county
commission agreed to it, and then in February or the latter
part of January,! had to go back to the county commission
and ask for $59,000 as a deficit supplemental appropriation
to see out the rest of the fiscal year."
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Mr. McLaughlin stated:
This year it was again set up for the pay of 4
people for each crew at each community and the
cost was $12,500 each average, for a total cost
of $50,000 per community.
Now, we could have lumped it all into $200,000,
I suppose, and sent it to the four mayors of the
four cities council and Said "You all divide it
up,' but I don't know where we would have gotten.
Or, we could have sent it to the county commission
and asked them to either pay it or to divide it
up and send it on to you.
But, the authority whom I work for voted on it
this way and that's why it came to you this way
sir. I have no pride of authorship, I did the
writing on the budget. I'm the person that put
it down, and I'll take that responsibility for it.

I
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I understand, I think you have a legitimate
complaint. I realize that we're asking you
to pay 25 percent of the amount and we're
going to run more ambulance calls on St. Albans
ambulances and more on South Charlestons
ambulances than we're going to run on your
ambulances. Our statistics will prove that.
And we're going to run some of yours outside
your community. But, we also provide you
with backup service when yourambulance leaves
your community for any reason. We back you up.
We guarantee you that we'll have an ambulance
available to you. I don't know how the right
way to do it is, sir.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated:
On the basis of Nitro paying $50,000 and we
have a population of a little over 8,000
people it's going to cost us $6.13 per capita,
it's going to cost the citizens of
South Charleston $3.06 per capita. That's
double the figure for the City of Nitro.
Mr. McLaughlin said:

I

Yes sir, I understand what you are saying. I
have no other way, I am not in any. position to
try to change it or to regulate it. If I were,
I would have probably done it differently.
I can only suggest to you, sir, that you take
this matter up with the county commissioners
and ask them to help adjust it.
When I sent this budget to the county commission
I said to them in my cover letter, this budget
is currently being forwarded to the 4 incorporated
cities mentioned above, South Charleston, St. Albans
Dunbar and Nitro, for their approval and acceptance.
Since in at least 2 cases the fiscal requirements
of these cities has doubled over that required in
this fiscal year you should perhaps anticipate
inquiries therefrom.
Mayor Gibson said:
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But, Mr. McLaughlin, this is a packet you presented
to the 4 mayors dated March 13, 1978. We all met at
the county courthouse before the county
commission
and on the third page it showed the cities of
South Charleston and St. Albans each add 50 percent
of the basic cost to cover an additional ambulance.
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And you show $22,237.48 entry for each
South Charleston and St. Albans, to pay for an
extra ambulance because of population and also
the outlying areas. And the council of these
two cities ( South Charleston and St. Albans)
refused to pay this.
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Mr. McLaughlin said, "They said they didn't want
the ambulance.n
Mayor Gibson said, "Then I read in the paper where
the Kanawha County Court picks this up."
Mr. McLaughlin answered, "No, no, no, we never
stationed another ambulance over there."
Mayor Gibson said, "No, not an ambulance, but a
while ago you said you had a deficit of $59,000 and had to
ask the county commission for a deficit supplemental appropriation."
Mr. McLaughlin answered, "That was on the basis, sir,
that when the old county court I got caught in the middle, one
county court put me in business and approved cutting you back
from $44,000 to $24,000. Then I got 2 new members elected to
the county commission, and then I had to go in, in January to
a new county commission and attempt to explain this. What
really happened, sir for the bulk of that $59,000 was at the
rate you were paying this year, you instead of paying $44,000
you were going to pay $24,000. Dunbar was paying $29,000 or
$30,000. There was a $35,000 or $40,000 deficit between these
two communities, plus some other things that were loaded on me
in between, that ran it up to $59,000. The two cities on the
other side of the river said simply, 'We don't want the third
ambulance, We're not going to worry about what is outside our
cities, that's for the county commissioners to worry about.1"
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Mayor Gibson said "Our ambulance has been all over
the county, if ours just went to the end of the bridge I don't
think we would be complaining very much."
Mr. McLaughlin said, "we have to have a backup system
to insure response quick enough to save lives, if you don't get
a response within 6 to 10 minutes you're really not getting the
job done."
Mayor Gibson referred to schedule of payment the cities
were to pay for the last 4 months of the old fiscal year.
Mr. McLaughlin said that Nitro was to pay monthly $1,300,
South Charleston was to pay $4,500, St. Albans was to pay $2,500
and Dunbar was to pay $1,500 based on the RIG formula by
agreement of the 4 mayors.
Mayor Gibson stated, "This is the way it should be."

I
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Mr. McLaughlin stated, "I won't argue with you on
that basis, I simply say to you sir, I don't have the
authority to set or decide it. I think it's going to have
to be set by agreement between the four mayors and the
county commission."
•i
Councilman Bailey said, "When we sent this proposed
budget toftiecounty commission we made them aware of the
fact that there was not any agreement between the 4 participating
municipalities, Dunbar, Nitro, St. Albans and South Charleston,
as it would relate to the proposed budget of FY 1979 - 1980.
We still have to appear before the county commission and fight
our battle."
Mayor Gibson said, "This should not be necessary.
What's the authority for: What's the purpose of the authority:
To mistreat and to be partial, I mean I don't see why I should
have to go before the county commission. I just don't understand why that would be necessary."
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Mr. McLaughlin said, "The authority board has never
had any direction in this respect. Last year was off the top
of their head and this year was to a great degree based on
last year. Now the change that was made in the budget for you
folks was not made last year by the authority board, it was
made by agreement between you and the county commission."
Mayor Gibson said, "No, no, no, no, no."
Mr. McLaughlin said, "Well, it was made by the
county commission without your agreement, then."
Mayor Gibson said, "The ambulance authority voted
to use this formula."
Mr. McLaughlin said, "They voted to use the formula
for the last 4 months, sir, and when the county commission
sent it back to them and requested so they did it that way.
But, I don't know why the authority didn't do it the other
way. I can say why they did it the way they did it, I think,
and that was simply because I wrote it down that way. I'll
take that responsibility for saying that this is the cost of
4 men to operate an ambulance at each community. So, they
just accepted it on that basis and set it in a budget on
that basis. I don't think they feel they have the authority
to decide who's to pay what and how it's to be paid. They
set it out as they see it and let it be decided by somebody
else. Now, who that somebody else is I'm not prepared to say.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said, "We've had an
increase of 50 percent from $24,000 to $50,000 and I don't
know how we can explain to our citizens the tremendous increase.
It's going to hurt our budget."
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Mr. McLaughlin said, "Let me recommend to you,
Mr. Mayor, that a committee or you or whomever you choose
to do it come up to the county commission next Tuesday,
March 13, at my budget hearing and tell them just this."
And let them sit down with you and decide what they can
afford to do and what is fair for you and what's right and
what's not right. I don't feel I have that authority, I'll
tell you that, now."
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He further stated:
It cost somewhere between $125,000 to $150,000 a
year to operate an ambulance 24 hours a day with
licensed trained people, and our problem is where
do we get the money to keep it going. We try to
lay it out the best we can.
The county commission is now being asked to pay
this coming year $767,000 out of 1,087,000 or
about 74 percent of it. I don't know whether
that's right or not. I haven't talked to them
yet about that, I don't know how they're going
to feel about that. I hope they're going to agree
to it. Perhaps they would agree to adding another
10 or 12 thousand dollars on to take up the
difference on your problem.
Maybe they can talk
the Mayors from St. Albans and South Charleston
into adding it on to theirs. I don't know how
it's to be done, I hope it will get settled this
year though and we don't go back through this
another year.

I

Mr. Karnes said:
It seems to me this is a county budget for the
county. I know the cities are all involved.
But, to make up a budget to have the town of Nitro
no bigger than it is, in effect, to pay part of
the share of the other towns, why not submit the
whole budget to the county commission and then
if the county commission says that the city has
to pay it then we would either have to pay it
or be out of it.
Mr. McLaughlin replied:
That could be done, the reason it was set up this
way we set up a plan of operating an ambulance
service all over the county in which the county
shared with the community on the support of the
ambulance. Every local community where we operate
furnished half the ambulance crew or more.

I
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All over the county in all the 13 places we operate
by contract with the local groups they furnish the
place to keep the ambulance, the gasoline to
operate it on, and half the crew or more, and in
many instances they furnish their own ambulance
and more.
Now, that plan envisions all ways the community
would be a partnership operation all over the
county for many reasons; reasoning against the
day that maybe we can't afford an ambulance
service. And if you have enough people who
have been working it here trained, etc. you
would be able to take it over at least on a part
time basis to operate it.
Mr. Karnes said:
It looks to me like that's the route these other
towns and Nitro should themselves consider if
they're going to have to help pay for the outlying areas and the other bigger towns.
Mr. McLaughlin said:
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Well, that's what we're doing now. Cross Lanes,
for instance, which backs you up when your
ambulance goes out of town furnishes 4 people
to man an ambulance 24 hours a day, you furnish
4, so does every other community in the county.
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "Colonel,
are you telling me that you propose to get $50,000 from
Cross Lanes."
Mr. McLaughlin said, "No, I get the services, of
four people, and they furnish a place to keep the ambulance."
Mayor Gibson asked, "Who pays the bill on that?"
Mr. McLaughlin said, "They have chartered themselves an
organization, Cross Lanes Emergency Ambulance Authority.
They collect their own money and keep their own treasury, run
a roster of their own people to serve on our ambulance.
We
have trained some of them for them as EMTs...."

I

Mayor Gibson stated, "In my letter I explained an
ambulance was sent to Point Pleasant and was taken out of
our city for approximately 4 hours and 12 minutes on
February 9, 1979 on a snowy and icy day, and I understand
the man had a broken leg...."
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Mr. McLaughlin said that they have two things to
go by, if it's critical we take him to the nearest facility,
or to the hospital of his choice. And he chose Point Pleasant,
and was adamant, he said. He said, you are right, to leave
the community for 4 hours is not the thing to do, and it's
the only time it's happened this way and I hope it will never
happen again.

I

Mr. McLaughlin said they were running about
74 percent collection rate on calls, and that it was a very
expensive business. He said it cost them $225 or $230 to
make a call and we're billing 15 to 16 percent, that is
what their charge reflects of that cost. He said that if
he could get their frequency of calls up to an average of
10 calls per day per ambulance then our collections would
be getting up to close to break even. However, he said
they average about 2 calls every 24 hours year round.
Mr. McLaughlin stated:
We're working toward either a levy vote on the
ambulance service or toward an actual outright
charge by the county commission to pay for the
ambulance service which would pay for it outright and relieve you of having to worry
about it further. But we've got some peculiar
problems that enter into it in that the City of
Charleston which comprises a third of the voters
in the county has a free ambulance service.

I

Councilman Bailey said that Mayor Gibson and council
is aware that $50,000 a year is a bargain for ambulance service,
that there is no way you can buy an ambulance, equip it, maintain it and operate it for anything near $50,000 a year. He
said, "However we have to face reality and realize that the City
of Nitro being a very small city, numerically speaking, our
fiscal ability to meet a sum of $50,000 is almost impossible."
He stated we do have an alternative and that is to go to the
county commission and present our case to them.
Mr. Karnes stated:
I think there is no question, we do have to have
an ambulance. But, based on the last half of last
year the City of Nitro paid $112 per trip. The
City of South Charleston paid $50 per trip.
I object to the City of Nitro paying more that
twice what South Charleston pays for the same
service.

I
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Councilman Hughart stated that with all the criticism
I think we've had a good ambulance service.
Mr. McLaughlin said the Police Chief, the Mayor,
and you've been most cooperative, and it's been a pleasure
to work with you down here; and I hope we can improve service
and continue to do a good job, and do a better job.
Mayor Gibson said, the biggest complaint I have is
the manner in which you're expecting us and the other
municipalities to pay. "There's no way that I can go along
with it. "It's just not right." Mayor Gibson said, "Now,
you know yourself South Charleston was locked in with Ade to
the tune of $90,000 a year, and Ade was going to raise it to
about $120,000....Then South Charleston comes out, they're
getting ambulance service as far as I'm concerned almost given
to them," he said.
Mr. McLaughlin siad, "I will be happy to go with
you to the county commission to help you argue your point
and furnish you with all the information that you need, and
stand up for you any time you select."
Mayor Gibson said we don't have any big complaints,
just that one.
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Mr. McLaughlin said:
As I said before we have some peculiar problems
and I'm hopeful before another year that we'll
either have a levy election or we'll have a charge
made by the county commission. We may have to
have your help to get that, Mayor.
Mayor Gibson said:
General McLaughlin, you see, we are to a great
extent in Putnam County and we have Putnam
County ambulance service. That is one more
reason why I don't think we should pay as
much as a big city like South Charleston or
St. Albans, when we have ambulance service in
Putnam County and we're helping support that.
Mr. McLaughlin said, "We're serving all the adjacent
areas as you well know, simply complementing Putnam County.
Mayor Gibson expressed his appreciation to Mr. McLaughlin
and Mr. Kirk for their presence.

I
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LICENSE, "AL AND DAVID'S DROP INN" 21st STREET AND 2nd AVENUE:
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Paul Whittlngton had applied for
license, and introduced Mr. Whittington. Mr. Whittington said
that his wife and he would manage the business, and would be
open from 7:00 a.m. till 11:00 p.m.

M^^M

Councilman at Large Karnes said that at this location
for many years food had been sold to school children, and that
the location was in sight of the Nitro Police Station.
Councilman at Large Karnes made a motion to issue the license
to Mr. Whittington for 5 coin machines and general store. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed.
Councilman Pennington cast an opposing vote.

KANAWHA VALLEY SOCCER LEAGUE, FLAY GROUND NITRO JR. HIGH SCHOOL: Mayor Gibson read a letter addressed
to him and council members from Mr. Sam F. Lee, Jr., Principal
of Nitro Junior High School.

I

The letter is as follows:

I
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Qlilro /Tumor &"&qli &clool
PARK AVENUE
NITRO, WEST V I R G I N I A 25143

I

P H O N E 755-4364

To:

Hon. William Gibson & City Council Members

From:
. Sam F. Lee, Jr., Principal
Subject:
Use of Kanawha County School Property by
Kanawha Valley Soccer League
Nitro Jr. High has been contacted by the Kanawha Valley
Soccer League wanting the use of our fields between NJHS
and Baker on each Saturday and Sunday (all day) beginning
March 15 and continuing through June 15th. Approximately
BOO people would be attending, of which about 200 are
citizens of Nitro. The Soccer leagues are for the
following age groups:
1. under 19 years of age
2. under 16 years of age

I

3.

under 14 years of age

4.
5.
6.

under 12 years of age
under 10 years of age
under 8 years of age

The Kanawha Valley Soccer League will be asked to have
its participants who drive cars park in the NJHS parking
lot and/or the City Parking Lot below the swimming pool.
Secondly, that some type of self contained camping trailer
or toilet will be provided for participants.
I feel that City Council needs to consider this request
very carefully in light of the fact that three citizens
living near or along Park Avenue have raised questions about
the use of this area. Their complaints are relative to
congested parking, no bathroom facilities and the noise
which results from the games.
Your conclusion will weigh heavily in the final
decision. The Kanawha County Board of Education has
requested that our fields be made available for soccer
if it does not interfere with school related activities.
We have no scheduled activities or events during the
time requested.

I
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Residents present from the Park Avenue area in
question are as follows:
J. D. Balch, 1107 Park Avenue,

I

Janice Amburgey, 1426 W. 14th Street,
Don and Patty Mellert, 1318 W. 13th Street,
Doris Boster, 1217 Park Avenue,
Inez Smith, 1213 Park Avenue,
Rebecca B. Hamilton, 1316 W. 13th Street
W. Finney, 1105 Park Avenue,
Martha E. Smith, 1215 Park Avenue,
Glen D. Smith, 1215 Park Avenue,
Curtis Brewer, 1416 W. 14th Street
Gerald R. Karnes, 1223 Park Avenue, and
Alma L. Karnes, 1223 Park Avenue.
Councilman at Large Pennington said this was some
of the things that happened last year, and he stated, I think
we should take a long look at this, and do whatever we can to
help these people over in that area.

I

Mr. Tom Huzzey, manager of the league, stated that
they had operated the Kanawha Valley Soccer League since 1973,
and had begun with a small group and had expanded it this past
fall to 800 people. Mr. Huzzey said they were not playing
solely at Nitro, that they were also playing at South Charleston
and Cabell field. Mr Huzzey said that this was a constructive
endeavor to keep the kids off the street.
Mr. Huzzey stated that any other activity that is
there is strictly voluntary, there is no scheduled practice
on that field, other than that they play on Saturdays and Sundays.
Mr. Don Mellert said that it was his understanding
that the fields between Nitro Junior High School and Baker
Elementary School was not a sanctioned athletic field.
Mrs. Martha Smith stated that last year the soccer
league played every weekday evening 5:00 p.m till dark, on
Saturday 8:00 a.m. till dark and Sunday afternoon, and that
they played up in the month of November.

I

I

Mrs. Martha Smith further stated that last summer
we have tolerated noise, traffic congestion, lack of parking,
litter, yard and property damage, and absolute rudeness from
someof the participants; that seven days a week of being
denied the pleasurable use of our homes and our yards is
really expecting too much tolerance from anyone. Mrs. Smith
stated that this was the consensus of the residents who live
in "the area.
Mrs. Inez Smith reported a storm door had been
damaged and cars had been damaged by soccer ball.
After further discussion on other possible locations
for the soccer league Councilman Hughart made a motion that
City Council go on record as recommending that the area so
suggested by the soccer league not be used for this purpose
because it's not a good facility for this purpose. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that the possibility
of having the soccer league play in the area of Nitro be referred
to the Recreation Committee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Karnes, and the motion passed.

I

KANAWHA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT PROPOSED BUDGET
REQUEST FOR CITY OF NITRO FOR 1979 - 1980: Mayor Gibson
stated that council had received a copy of the proposed budget
for their study. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that this
item should be referred to the Finance Committee for use in
making out their budget.
SPECIAL LEW ELECTION RESULTSHELD FEBRUARY 24, 1979:
Donald Karnes,Councilman at Large, stated that there were
156 votes for the levy, 15 against, and two challenged votes.

CANVASS OF SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION RESULTS, CONDUCTED
FEBRUARY 2Fr

I

A copy of the Special Levy Election, February 24, 1979
Result Sheet is as follows :
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CITY OF NITRO
SPECIAL LEVY ELECTION
FEBRUARY 24, 1979
RESULT SHEET
PRECINCT
NO.

FOR

AGAINST

22

18

1

19

04047

20865

363

9

0

9

03056

20866

364

25

2

27

03163

20867

365

17

3

20

03286

20868

366

15

1

16

03407

20869

367

17

1

18

03158

20870

368

22

5

27

03210

20871

369

22

2

24

03355

20872

11

0

11

03393

20873

156

15

370
TOTAL .

;

PUBLIC
COUNTER

PROTECTIVE
COUNTER

MACHINE .
NO.

•

PLUS TWO CHALLENGED VOTES (2)
THE ABOVE RESULTS ARE TRUE AND ACCURATE AND WERE VERIFIED BY A CANVASS
ON THE VOTING MACHINES FEBRUARY 28, 1979.

^^^.
^g^^C-^
-^7^
WILLIAM <Z/.
D. GIBSON,
MAYOR

DONALD KARNES, COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
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Council compared the result sheet with the tallies
of the commissioners and they were in agreement.
Councilman Bailey made a motion the results and
canvass be accepted. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell and the motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept the two challenged votes from Precinct No. 22 making
the total vote for all precincts, 158 for, and 15 against.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington,
and the motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
expenses of the election be approved (approximately $2,500).
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Karnes and the
motion passed.

I

Mr. Harold W. Harmon, 108 River Avenue and
Mr. Ezra H. Graley, 110 River Avenue, were introduced by
Councilman Bailey. They were interested in getting
River Avenue paved. It was suggested by Mayor Gibson and
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen that they have the abutting
property owners sign a petition and submit it to council,
and were told that the paving would have to be done according
to specifications of the city engineers, and that the cost of
paving would be the responsibility of the property owners.
BUDGET PREPARATION SEMINAR, FEBRUARY 21, 1979
(9:30 A.M. TILL 3:00 P.M.): Councilman at Large Karnes
stated that the State of West Virginia furnished them with
a book that will contain the entire budget. We have had
60 some line items in the past which will be reduced to 5,
he said. He stated the forms in the book will definitely be
of help in accounting for the city, it's designed to not
have any deficit spending. He said there will be more
detailed seminars later.
Mayor Gibson stated that it is a more comprehensive
way in budgeting, and will tighten up the reins on spending
in every department because it is segmented into much more
detail for each department.

I

PETITION TO NITRO CITY COUNCIL FROM THE NITRO SANITARY BOARD
REQUESTING AN APT AND PROPER DEED CONVEYING TO SAID SANITARY
BOARD A RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG SAID ALLEY, THROUGH PARCEL #98,
OUTLINED ON KAN. COUNTY TAX MAP #13, IN AN EFFORT TO INSTALL
A SANITARY" SEWER TO TURNER MOTOR SALES:Mayor Gibson stated
tHat council had received a copy of the petition which is as
follows:

t*
/
f

BE IT DULY RESOLVED at a regularly scheduled meeting of the

I

Nitro Sanitary Board, held on the 22nd day of February, 1979,

PET I T I 0 N
Now comes the Nitro Sanitary Board, before the City Council
of the City of Nitro, and said Sanitary Board does petition the
said City Council as follows:
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board is authorized and required
to provide sanitary-sewage services to the residents of the City
of Nitro and its environs; and
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board has been requested to
-.

render sanitary-sewage services to that certain parcel of land
as more fully shown on a map of same attached hereto and made a

I

part hereof for all pertinent purposes; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro presently has ownership of that
certain alley adjacent to the subject parcel;
NOW, THEREFORE, comes the aforesaid Nitro Sanitary Board
and requests that the City Council of the City of Nitro provide
its Sanitary Board with an apt and proper deed conveying to said
Sanitary Board a right-of-way along said alley, which said rightof-way shall be used for the purpose of laying and installing a
sanitary-sewage line to the subject parcel.

I
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NITRO SANITARY BOARD
BY:

Its:

Voting For:

Voting Against:

I

I

Chairman
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Mayor Gibson stated that the attorney for the
Sanitary Board had checked this out in detail, and in his
opinion there is a gray area as to whether the alley way was
properly closed or not, and to expedite this he felt they
should petition council and let the city attorney become
involved and seek his advice.

I

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
accept this petition as presented. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated he had advertised in the
Kanawha Valley Leader two scheduled public meetings:
Saturday, March 17, 1979 at 1:00 p.m. and
Monday March 19, 1979 at 7:00 p.m.
The public meetings are for the purpose of allowing
the citizens of Nitro to have input; make recommendations and
suggestions as to how we can utilize our revenue sharing monies
for the statement of assurances of the 10th entitlement period.
He said we're talking about approximately $165,000 of revenue
sharing money. The mayor encouraged the councilmen to be
present at these meetings.

Mayor Gibson recommended that Councilman at Large
Donald Karnes, 101 Holley Street, Nitro.be appointed
city recorder. Councilman Dr. Cassell made the motion Mr. Karnes
be appointed city recorder. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed. Councilman at Large Karnes
did not vote.
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Mayor Gibson stated that in the past the city recorder
had been appointed to serve as treasurer for $1 per year. He
said he felt that this was ridiculous and recommended that this
be increased from $1 per year to approximately $3,000 per year.
Councilman Dr.Cassell made a motion to place the position
of permanent treasurer in the Finance Committee for study. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.
There was one abstaining vote which was cast by Councilman at
Large Pennington.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to appoint
Mr. Karnes as temporary treasurer at $1 per year. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed by
a unanimous vote.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen called for the sealed
bids for the 1979 police cruiser to be opened and read.

I
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Mr. Long questioned the priorities the recreation
would have on this. Mr. Carpenter said during the past two
years the priorities have been low for recreation.
Councilman Bailey questioned what constitutes low
income during recent years. Mr. Carpenter said their 1978
estimate for the Charleston metropolitan area was anyone
earning less than $12,240.
Mrs.
to do with the
making $12,000
dependents are

Hattie Tincher asked if this has anything
number of dependents, as an example, a family
with ten children. Mr. Carpenter stated that
considered.

Mrs.. Wampler asked the definition of income.
Mr. Carpenter stated interest, pensions, welfare payments
and anything filed with Internal Revenue Service is
considered income.
Mrs. Tincher wanted to know if housing rehabilitation
was the highest priority. Mr. Carpenter answered, yes, for
the past two years.
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Mr. Hughart questioned Mr. Carpenter regarding the
possibility of establishing an escape route to provide
safety to the citizens just in case toxic fumes escape from
one of the near by chemical plants. Mr. Carpenter stated that
he would have to check with the regional office of HUD and
obtain the answer to this question.
Mrs. Young wanted to know if this program would
allow a person to repair their sub-standard house at a low
rate of interest. Mr. Carpenter stated this was true. He
said the City of Handley had this type of a program.
After other relevant questions were asked and
answered, Councilman Hughart made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and
the motion passed.

MAYOR
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Councilman Bailey read the bid from C & 0 Motors,
Inc. for a 1979 Chevrolet Malibu, 4-door sedan, model #1AT19,
90 days delivery, for $6,713,60, no trade in.
Councilman Hughart read the bid from Joe Holland
Chevrolet, Inc. for a 1979 Chevrolet, 4-door sedan,
model #1AT, 115 days delivery, for $6,414.25, no trade in.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
accept the low bid from Joe Holland Chevrolet, Inc. for the
price of $6,414.25. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated that on the
1977 police cruiser which was totaled the insurance company
will pay $2,750 and allow the city to retain the vehicle.

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
approve the $1,100 annual assessment to the Regional
Governmental Council. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Pennington, and the motion passed.
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)
1. Letter from Charles R. Miller, Commissioner
West Virginia Department of Highways, in reference to the
proposed straightening of West Virginia Route 25 at 21st Street,
Nitro
2.

Minutes, Nitro Little League, February 17, 1979

3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated February 16,
1979 from Daniel S. Green, Manager Program Support Services,
Governor's Office of Economic and Community Development in
reference to application for single purpose community
development for acquisition of land to locate an elderly
hous ing project.

I

4. The Recreation Committee received a letter from
Ivan D. Meadows, President of the Little League Baseball dated
February 23, 1979 requesting additional lighting be provided
around the concession stand and press box.
5. From Orders and Haynes, dated March 1, 1979
a list of price increases, effective immediately
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6. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Police Chief
Bradley in reference to Patrolman Hill completing a course of
training at the West Virginia Police Academy for city and
county officers, and stating he was selected to be the speaker
for the graduation ceremony.

I

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE KARNES: Councilman at Large
Karnes stated that he had no reports, but he made a motion
that Patrolman Wes Hill be presented a plaque and a certificate
for being selected to be the speaker for the graduation ceremony
upon completing a course of training at the West Virginia State
Police Academy. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell
and passed unanimously.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed.

MAYOR
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PUBLIC MEETING
REVENUE SHARING TENTH (10) ENTITLEMENT PERIOD
10/1/78 - 9/30/79
: March 17; 1979
Mayor William Gibson called the meeting to order and stated that
the purpose of the meeting was to encourage citizens participation in
assisting the elected officials in allocation the Revenue Sharing
Allocation for the period October 1, 1978 to September 30, 1979
(Entitlement Period 10 in the amount of $165,766.00) to be paid to
the City of Nitro quarterly, starting January 1979.
The Mayor stated that this meeting had been advertised in accordance
with the Revenue ^Sharing laws in the Kanawha Valley Leader, March 7, 1979
and also in the Charleston Daily Mail.
Those in attendance were: Mayor Gibson, City Recorder, Don Karnes,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman Dean Miller and a citizen, Mr. Lonnie Norvell.
Absent were, Couniclman at Large Mel Pennington and Councilman Romie
Hughart.
There was much discussion regarding the various needs within the
city and the City Recorder was asked what Revenue Sharing Monies were
used to support during Entitlement Period Nine (9). October 1, 1977 to
September 30, 1978. The allocations were as follows:
Police Department
New Equipment
Garbage Department
General Expense
Street Department
Materials
Recreation
Kanawha County Dental Clinic
Emergency Ambulance Service

5,500
20,000
20,000
57,436
300
55,000
$158,236

It was finally decided that Revenue Sharing Monies should be spent
as much as possible for capital improvements or investments. Mr. Norvell
stated that he would give the maTrtTer of" needs and priorities serious
thought and would attend the next Public Revenue Sharing Meeting scheduled
for 7:00 P.M. March. 19, 1979, Nitro City Hall.
After much discussion the following was decided as some d.f> the needs
of the City.
1.

Another story added to the building owned by the City
located at 2nd Avenue and 22nd Street

2.

Two (2) new garbage trucks

3.

One (1) new heavy duty dump truck

A.

One (1) used tanker truck for Street Cleaning

'5.

Possibility of purchasing a parcel of land situ, ated on Bank
Street, between 20th and 21st Street for the purpose of a City
Parking Lot.

6.

The possible need for a new fire truck.

The meeting started at 1:15 P.M. and adjourned at 3:00 P.M.

Mayor William D. Gibson

City Recorder Don Karnes
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Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion the minutes of
the Public Meeting held Saturday, March 17, 1979 be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
passed unanimously.

I

PUBLIC MEETING HELD MONDAY,MARCH 19, 1979, 7:00 P.M.
REVENUE SHARING MONIES FOR THE 10th ENTITLEMENT PERIOD:
Mayor Gibson said that this meeting,also,had been productive.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
minutes of the Public Meeting held Monday, March 19, 1979 be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.
Copy of March 17, 1979, March 19, 1979, minutes
of Public Meetings is attached hereto and made a part hereof.
POCA MIDDLE SCHOOL REQUEST TO SOLICIT THE MERCHANTS
OF NITRO FOR A SCHOOL CARNIVAL APRIL 27, 1979:Councilman
Dr.Cassell made a motion to grant the request. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed
unanimously.
SOLICITATION OF FUNDS, NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS,
LAST WEEK OF APRIL TILL THIRD WEEK OF MAY:Councilman Dr. Cassell
made a motion to grant their request. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.

Mayor Gibson said that a letter had been received
March 19, 1979 from Rock Branch Elementary School for permission
to solicit for donations for the Spring Festival April 7, 1979.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to grant the request. The
motion was seconded by Cpuncilman Hughart, and the motion passed
unanimously.
STREET PAVING PETITION - 39th STREET EAST: .Mayor Gibson
stated that everyone on the street had signed the petition with
the exception of one person who wasn't a resident there, but
the person did own lots there. (This is the dirt road from
Easter Road to the creek, he said.)
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Street
and Traffic Committee stated they would accept the petition and
tie it in to their total program.
POSSIBLE CONFLICT WITH RESPECT TO DATE OF MUNICIPAL
ELECTIONS: Mayor Gibson stated that council had received a
copy of the letter from W. T. Brotherton, Jr., President,
West Virginia State Senate. Mayor Gibson stated the letter
was self-explanatory, and referred this to Mr. Cottrill,
City Attorney, and said that an ordinance would have to be
enacted.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCH 20, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on March 20, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
/
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Don Karnes,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington and Councilman Dean Miller were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

1

APPROVAL OF MARCH 6, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
CounciIman Bailey made a motion the March 6, 1979 Council
Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Karnes"City Recorder made a motion to table this until
the next regularly scheduled council meeting, April 3, 1979.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed by a unanimous vote.
MEETING WITH KANAWHA COUNTY COMMISSION MARCH 13,
AND MARCH 15, 1979, REGARDING ANNUAL COST OF EMERGENCY
AMBULANCE SERVICE:Mayor Gibson stated he had attended
both meetings, and as a result of the meetings, rather than
each of the four cities paying $50,000 each for emergency
ambulance service, Nitro will be expected to pay $30,000,
Dunbar $35,000, St. Albans $55,000, and South Charleston
$80,000. Mayor Gibson said that in addition to this each
must provide a place to house the employees and the ambulance,
provide minor maintenance repairs, and supply gasoline for
the vehicle.
PUBLIC MEETING HELD SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 1979,
1:00 P.M. - REVENUE SHARING MONIES FOR THE 10th ENTITLEMENT
PERIOD: Mayor Gibson stated that they had the meeting as
scheduled, and that the meeting had been duly advertised in
the newspaper. He said that he felt that the meeting had
been fruitful.

CITY OF NITRO
PUBLIC HEARING —

REVENUE SHARING

March 19, 1979

The Revenue Sharing Public Hearing was called to order on March 19, 1979, at
7:00 p.m, o'clock at Nitro City Hall, by the Honorable William D. Gibson.

Present

were City Recorder, Don Karnes; Councilman at Large, Dr. Roy Allen; Councilman
Romie Hughart; Councilman Gus Bailey; Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell.

Councilman at

Large Mel Pennington and Councilman Dean Miller were absent.
CITIZEN IN ATTENDANCES

Mr. Lonnie Norvell of 1318 Valentine Circle.

Mayor Gibson stated that this Revenue Sharing money was the
tenth (10th) Entitlement period covering fiscal period October 1, 1978 through
September 30, 1979; in the amount of $165,766.00.

He further stated that in order

to bring us into compliance with the law, this Public Hearing has been advertised

in:
Kanawha Valley Leader

March 7, 1979

Charleston Gazette

March 7, 1979

Charleston Daily Mail

March 7, 1979

The first item for discussion was the Ambulance Service.

Mayor

Gibson stated this will cost the City of Nitro $30,000.00 plus expenses amounting
to approximately $5,000.00 for a total of approximately $35,000.00.

He fur.ther

stated over the past recent years these monies were taken from Revenue Sharing Funds.
Mr. Lonnie Norvell stated that Nitro was a nice town and that there
was nothing wrong with it that cannojt^e junproufid-wath some cooperation from business
and citizens alike.

Mr. Norvell suggested we use as much Revenue Sharing money in

Capital Improvements as. possible, as this creates long range benefits.
Councilman Bailey suggested possibly buying a small parcel of land
on the corner of Twenty-first (21st) Street and First Avenue, this to be used for a
parking lot. He also suggested a Childrens Park somewhere in Ward IV.
Councilman Hughart said he understood the City owned building on
Second Avenue at Twenty-second (22nd) Street, needs extensive repairs on the roof,
and suggested the city look into the possibility of adding a second floor.
Councilman Cassell said maybe the city could finish the second
floor, lease it for office space, thereby, producing revenue for the city.
Councilman Hughart suggested the city consider an evacuation plan
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in case of an emergency.

This should include an off premise's communication system.

Mayor Gibson stated that we may need to use some of the Revenue
Sharing money for the purchase of one or two packer trucks for the Garbage Department.
He further stated that Mr. Williams has requested a street washer that we should
consider.
City Recorder, Don Karnes, stated that last fiscal year we
earmarked approximately $57,000.00 for the Recreation Department, and after looking
over the proposed budget for that department, it looked as if we may need to purchase
six (6) paddle boats, this at a cost of approximately $700.00 each.

Considering

the ongoing cost of other things, such as labor, etc., this amount may need to be
increased.

i
After lengthy discussion on all these matters, the meeting was

adjourned at approximately 10:00 p.m. o'clock.

Wm. D. Gibson, Mayor

Don Karnes, Recorder
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Mayor Gibson stated that there is a delegation
present from Main Avenue in reference to the proposed
paving of Main Avenue.
Councilman Bailey introduced Mr. Gary Justice,
1305-B Main Avenue, as the speaker for the group.
Mr. Justice stated:
I don't think the majority of our people are
opposed to the paving; I think the majority of
our people are opposed to paying or bearing
the full brunt of the cost of the paving.
We have a petition here with approximately
150 signatures on it with more coming, they
have not all had the opportunity to sign.

i

But, we feel that with the street being a
public facility and not a private street
that we would be wrongly judged if we were
to bear the full brunt of the payment for the
street paving. There are a large number of
public utilities and private business enterprises
with large heavy equipment that use this street.
We don't believe that the property owners and
residents who live on Main Avenue are the people
that are really tearing the street up.
We don't mind paying our fair share, we just
don't want to have to pay the whole brunt of the
attack.

Mr. John B. Shawhan, 1403 Main Avenue said:
I want to know why a citizen of this town should
have to pay any of it. Where is our tax money
going? How come there isn't enough tax in our
treasury of this city to pave every street....

Dr. Cassell stated he was on the Finance Committee
and so was Dr. Allen, and he said there is no such funds
available to us to do anything with. "We have open meetings
when the Finance Committee meets, I would like for any and
all of you to come to those."
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Mr. Karnes asked Mr. Justice if he thought the
citizens in general would be in favor of some sort of a fee
on an ongoing basis for street paving and maintenance.

I

Mr. Justice replied, there's nothing wrong with that.
Mr. Harold Kocher, 103 Main Avenue asked, "What is
the cost, that he had heard it was going to cost anywhere from
$400 to $4,000 for 60 feet of frontage."
Councilman Hughart said that from Boundary Street
to Kapok Street the engineers estimated $64,000 or $6.66 per
linear foot, that is for a two inch cap.
Councilman Bailey said that as of September 1978 it
was $6.66.
Mr. Joe Walker, 1305 Main Avenue asked, "Is there
any possibility the state will take Main Avenue over as an
alternate to Route 25?"
Mayor Gibson said they haven't been approached since
I've been involved with city government, we could pursue this.
Mr. Carl Winter, 809 Main Avenue questioned who is
paying for the intersections.
Councilman Hughart said it was built into the $6.66
a foot.

I

Mayor Gibson stated council had received Mr. Karnes
letter of resignation as councilman at large, and recommended
Mr. Jack Legg, Number 10 Gravely Drive, Nitro, West Virginia,
be appointed councilman at large to complete the unexpired
term of Councilman at Large Karnes.
Mr. Karnes made a motion to appoint Mr. Jack Legg
as Councilman at Large. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson asked that council approve the appointment
of Mr. George William Trout, Number One Tim Mar Heights, as a
member of the Planning Commission to replace Mr. James Landers.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to accept the
appointment of Mr. George W.Trout as a member of the Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell
and the motion passed unanimously.

I
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Mayor Gibson asked council to approve the appointment of Mrs. Dolly Withrow, Number 24 Broadway Gardens, Nitro,
West Virginia, as a member of the Planning Commission.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to accept the
appointment of Mrs. Dolly Withrow as a member of the Planning
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.

"SPRING CLEAN UP MONTH" was discussed. It was
suggested that the National Guard be contacted to find out
when they could help. It was also suggested that Reverend
Donald Gummings, Pastor of the Twin City Bible Church, be
contacted and get permission to use their property to dump
trash there to fill in the property.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)

I

1. Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals meeting
February 22, 1979.
ATTACHED: Letter to Mr. Gorman Wise dated
February 23, 1979 from Harry Russell, Chairman of the
Zoning Appeals Board, informing him a variance from present
zoning ordinance to permit the proposed construction of a
Furniture warehouse situated at 493 First Avenue, South,
Nitro, West Virginia was approved February 22, 1979.
2.

Minutes, Nitro Little League, February 24,

1979.
3. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
March 8, 1979, to Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney in
reference to copies of correspondence and building permits,
Charley Damron, P. 0. Box 9186, South Charleston, WV.
4. Mayor Gibson had written Mr. Layton Cottrill
March 8, 1979 in reference to the Board of Zoning Appeals.
5. Constance J. Stephens, General Manager, Nitro
Sanitary Board, had sent a letter dated March 13, 1979 to
Council Members in reference to future street paving projects

I

6. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Patrolman
Wes C. Hill, Nitro Police Department in reference to a speed
limit recommendation.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion Mayor
Gibson contact the Department of Highways to attempt to get
the speed limit between the Moose Lodge and Twin City Bible
Church changed from 55 mph to 40 mph (approximately 3/4 mile).
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed.

I

7. The Recreation Committee received a letter dated
March 14, 1979 from Jay Long, Recreation Director, recommending
the C & P Telephone Company be allowed to install a public
phone booth near the entrance of Ridenour Memorial Park.
8. Mr. Gregory Patton, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Patton,
and to whom it may concern, had received letters dated March 14,
1979 from Jay Long, Recreation Director, in reference to
Gregory Patton, 44 21st Street.

Mayor Gibson said he had received complaints for
2 or 3 months about vehicles parking on the roadway pavement
at Ridenour Memorial Park.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, made a motion signs be
erected in the vicinity, DO NOT PARK ON PAVEMENT. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

9. From Chief of Police, Leo J. Bradley,
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT, February, 1979.

I

NITRO

10. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated March 20,
1979 to Mr. Emory R. Young, Jr., 1303 Summit Drive, Charleston,
West Virginia 25302 in reference to complaints received
regarding various problems that exist at Broadway Gardens.

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Dr. Allen stated that
there woulcf~Fe legal work to be done in reference to the street
paving, and he would be in contact with Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said that
council should weigh heavily the suggestions given by the
constituency tonight, the suggestions were good.

I
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Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion a street light
be erected on 18th Street between 1st And 2nd Avenue, and
that three street lights be erected in the area of Rockledge
Drive and Rockledge Circle. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell
and the motion passed.

RECORDER

I

I

Id
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SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE

I

NITRO CITY COUNCIL
MARCH 28, 1979

The Special Meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
at Nitro City Hall on March 28, 1979, at 7:30 p.m. Present were
Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Don Karnes, Councilman at
Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Gus Bailey,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennirigton and Councilman Dean Miller were
absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable William
Gibson, Mayor.
Mayor Gibson stated that the purpose of the meeting was
to finalize the Proposed 1979-80 budget into a workable budget
and to properly priortize the needs and allocations for Revenue
Sharing Entitlement Period #10, date October 1, 1978 through
September 30, 1979.

I

City Recorder Don Karnes stated that he had devoted
considerable time to the budget, since the meeting of March 26,
and that in his opinion, there was no way possible to balance
the budget without increasing taxes in one form or the other.
After, going through the various line items and after long discussion, it was decided by those present that due to financial
difficulties, it would be necessary to raise the Municipal Service
fees Two Dollars $(2.00) per month. Thereby increasing the monthly
fee to Seven Dollars ($7.00) per month. Other possible changes
were also discussed which would aid in generating more revenue
for the budget. It was the opinion, of those present, that the
following were the basic factors that created the financial difficulties :
1.
2.
3.
4.

Inflation.
Cost of providing Emergency Ambulance Service.
Cost of transporting trash and garbage to the
Western Landfill and the extra overhead for dumping.
Humane Officer expenses, being supported by only
two municipalites, whereas in the past four cities
had been sharing the cost equally.

I

Ill

I

5. Serious damage to streets and added cost of repairs
caused by unusally bad winters.
6. Extra cost of operation caused by newly enacted
legislation by the West Virginia Legislature
7. Large jury verdict against the City of Nitro
resulting from an automobile accident February,
1972.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that the financial
budget for fiscal year 1979-80, be approved as presented and that
Municipal Service fees be increased from Five ($5.00) Dollars per
month to Seven ($7.00) Dollars per month, making it possible to
have a balanced budget.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, the motion
carried unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that we are experiencing financial
difficulty currently with our finances for fiscal year 1978-79,
and the Director of Public Works, Mr. Gene Willimas had been
operating for an extended period with one unfilled slot in his
budget, in an effort to curtail expenses.

I

With concurrence, from Police Chief Bradley, the Mayor
recommended that the number of policemen be reduced effective
April 30, 1979 from Eleven (11) to ten (10) in an effort to deal
with overspending.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that the number of
policemen be reduced effective April 30, 1979, from Eleven (11) to
Ten (10). The motion was seconded by Recorder Karnes. The motion
carried by a unanimous vote.
Mr. Karnes, City recorder made a motion that the Revenue
Sharing Budget for Tenth Entitlement Period, October 1, 1978,
through September 20, 1979 be approved as presented, which is as
follows:
General Expenses (Garbage)
New Equipment (Street)
General Expenses (Street)
Recreation
Municipal Garage
Emergency Ambulance Service

I

$29,500
9,000
29,500
50,766
12,000
35,OOP
$165,766

The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Legg and
passed unanimously.
Recorder Karnes made a motion for adjournment, the motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. The motion
carried unanimously.

William D.Gibson, Mayor

Don Karnes, City Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
APRIL 3, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on April 3, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Don Karnes,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman
Dean Miller. Also present was Mr. Layton Cottrill, City
Attorney. Councilman Gus Bailey was absent.
The meeting was called to order by .the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Dean Miller.

I

APPROVAL OF MARCH 20, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the March 20,1979
Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 28, 1979 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the
March 28 Special Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion
passed.
3.
4.
5.

LEVY ESTIMATE BUDGET - FISCAL YEAR 1979-1980,
REVENUE SHARING ESTIMATE BUDGET - FISCAL YEAR
1979-19807~and'
COAL SEVERANCE TAX ESTIMATE BUDGET - FISCAL YEAR
1979-19801

Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Karnes would comment on
Agenda items 3, 4, and 5.

I

Mr. Karnes stated that the special meeting we had
the other night in approving the various budgets the format
as done here is quite different than it has ever been in the
past. Mr. Karnes said that due to new procedures required by
the West Virginia State Tax Department the budget was broken
down into departments and the various line items listed under
departments which will provide us with a far better bookkeeping system than we have had in the past. He said that
reports would be submitted quarterly to the West Virginia
State Tax Commission.
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Mr. Karnes stated that the West Virginia State Tax
Commission is centralizing their computing system and they
are forcing all municipalities and government agencies that
submit to them, that are under their control, to conform to
the same type of format so they can use the computer system
for auditing purposes.

I

Mr. Karnes said that he was almost finished with
the budget,and it would be sent to the West Virginia State
Tax Commission upon completion. Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney,
requested that a copy of what is submitted to the State Tax
Commission be given to him.
REQUEST BY MRS. SANTROCK, PRINCIPAL, WEST SATTES,
FOR TWO SLOW SCHOOL SIGNS TO BE ERECTED ON LEE AVENUE:
Mayor Gibson stated that he had talked to Mrs.Santrock and
to members of the P.T.A. and that they had supplied two
SLOW SCHOOL signs and that Mr. Williams had erected one sign
on Lee Avenue. The Mayor stated that they felt that two
school signs should be erected on Valentine Circle a
reasonable distance from each side of the entrance to the
school, and that two school crossing signs be erected on
Main Avenue near the intersection of Valentine Circle.
Councilman Miller, Chairman of the Street and
Sign Committee, made a motion that said signs be erected.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington,
and the motion passed.

I

REQUEST BY MR. RAY KESLING, GOVERNOR, NITRO MOOSE
LODGE TO ALLOW HARRY GARRETT & COMPANY TO INSTALL A #132 CABINET
IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:Mayor Gibson stated that council had
received a copy of a letter from Harry Jarrett & Company as a
result of Mr. Ray Kesling's request. Mayor Gibson said that he
felt that this should be put in committee, and that the resolution in regard to ADT should be checked out in detail.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion the
request be put in the Police Committee for further study and
that a similar resolution which was prepared for ADT be prepared.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion passed.
REQUEST BY RITE AID TO CONNECT AN ALARM MONITERING SYSTEM TO
THE NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT - MR. EDWIN MORROW, GENERAL MANAGER,
WILL REPRESENT RITE A I D : M r . Morrow stated that the Rite Aid
Distribution Center is located in the Rock Branch Industrial
Park which is 3/10 mile from the junction of Route 62 and Route 25,
their building has 210,000 square feet, and 23 acres. Mr. Morrow
asked for an alarm for the perimeter of the building and a separate
alarm for the control substances area. He said that if possible
he would like for the Nitro Police Department to respond to the
alarm for the control substances area (send a police cruiser to
their location and sit there until the state police arrive at
the scene).

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington expressed his strong
opposition to the request to connect their alarm system into
the Nitro Police Department because the Rock Branch Industrial
Park is outside the Nitro city limits.
After further discussion by council Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion to refer the request to the Police
Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart,
and the motion passed.
REQUEST BY THE CHARLESTON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTER,
REQUESTING A CONTRIBUTION FOR AN EMERGENCY SHELTER FOR BATTERED
SPOUSES AND THEIR CHILDREN - NANCY MEADS, DIRECTOR: Ms. Meads
stated that they are now in the process of trying to raise
$102,000 to develop a comprehensive shelter for battered
spouses. She said that the Kanawha County Commission gave
$20,000, and they were asking $5,000 from the City of Nitro.
Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney, said it was a worth
while project, and that if the city is looking for a project
he could think of none that would be superior to this. He
stated further that he realized the city's finances are
limited.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
refer the request to the Finance Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Legg, and the motion passed
unanimously.
REQUEST BY POCA HIGH SCHOOL BAND BOOSTERS, WANTING
TO SOLICIT NITRO MERCHANTS FOR GIFTS OR DONATIONS: Mayor
Gibson referred to a request from Poca High School to solicit
a gift or donation for the Poca High School auction to be held
April 7, 1979. All proceeds to this auction will help in
sending the Poca High Band to Disney World, the letter stated.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
grant the request. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Legg, and the motion passed.

Mayor Gibson stated that council had a new committee list, and
that some committees had been consolidated. Mayor Gibson asked
that the Committee List be made a part of the minutes.

The Committee List is as follows:

I
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CITY OF NITRO
COMMITTEE
EFFECTIVE:

MEMBERS

I

APRIL 3, 1979

ANNEXATION, BUILDING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
DR. GUY CASSELL (CHAIRMAN)
DR. R. V. ALLEN
JACK LEGG
DEAN MILLER
DON KARNES
BUSINESS, CIVIC BETTERMENT AND CONSUMER PROTECTION COMMITTEE
JACK LEGG (CHAIRMAN)
ROMIE HUGHART
MEL PENNINGTON
CITY HUMANE SERVICE AND EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMITTEE
GUS BAILEY (CHAIRMAN)
DEAN MILLER
JACK LEGG
FINANCE, GARBAGE, HEALTH, TRASH AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
DON KARNES (CHAIRMAN)
GUS BAILEY
ROMIE HUGHART
WILLIAM D. GIBSON
MEL PENNINGTON

I

*

FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
DR. R. V. ALLEN (CHAIRMAN)
DR. GUY CASSELL
WILLIAM D. GIBSON
INSURANCE AND LIBRARY COMMITTEE
MEL PENNINGTON (CHAIRMAN)
DR. GUY CASSELL
DR. R. V. ALLEN
ORDINANCE, STREET AND TRAFFIC COMMITTEE
ROMIE HUGHART (CHAIRMAN)
DR. GUY CASSELL
DR. R. V. ALLEN

I

SIDEWALK. STORM DRAIN, STREET LIGHT, STREET NUMBERING & STREET SIGN CONM._
DEAN MILLER (CHAIRMAN)
GUS BAILEY
JACK LEGG
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE - MEETING SHOULD BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE
.WITH THE ROBERT RULE OF ORDER.

2.

THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD CAUSE ALL COMMITTE MEETINGS TO FUNCTION PROPERLY,
WITH EVERY MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE BEING NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE OF SAID'
, SCHEDULED MEETINGS.

3.

PLEASE ADVISE ALL ELECTED OFFICIALS OF ANY MEETING SCHEDULED, IF THE
CHAIRMAN OF SAID COMMITTEE IS OF THE OPINION IT WILL BE IMPORTANT OR
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE GOVERNING BODY.

4.

THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD CAUSE THE MINUTES OF EACH COMMITTEE MEETING TO
BECOME A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD BY PLACING A COPY OF THE SAME IN THE
OFFICE OF THE CITY RECORDER AND/OR REQUEST A COPY OF THE SAME BE
ATTACHED TO THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.

5.

ALL COMMITTEE MEETING SHALL BE MADE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
OPEN GOVERNMENTAL PROCEEDING ACT (SUNSHINE LAW), AS ADOPTED BY
RESOLUTION JULY 11, 1978.

WILLIAM~D.

I

Mayor Gibson had given a copy of a letter of
recommendations to each council member and he referred to the
six items that he and Mr. Williams had been working on which
would generate more income, and also the $2 monthly charge
which was passed at the Special Meeting, March 28, 1979
regarding a new ordinance for various city services, and
stated that this should be included in an ordinance.
Councilman Hughart requested that a contractor's
license also be added to this.
Councilman Miller asked that charges for hauling
away appliances be added to the six items of recommendations
Mayor Gibson and Mr. Williams had listed.
Councilman Dr. Gassell made a motion to refer these
recommendations to the Finance Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson explained that Putnam County was going to the
911 system for an emergency number. Mayor Gibson stated
that Chief of Police Bradley was much concerned that this
would create a lot of confusion. Councilman Hughart stated
that he will check the directory process, and that he was
sure C & P would take this into consideration and list the
Nitro Police Department's and the Nitro Fire Department's
phone number, also. Mayor Gibson stated that Chief Bradley
felt the citizens should be notified that they could still
dial the Nitro Police number for police or emergency ambulance
service.
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)

I

1. Minutes of the Nitro Little League, March 18,
1979, 2:30 p.m.
2. The City of Nitro, Office of Clerk, received a
letter March 19, 1979 from B. J. Fant, Chief, Correspondence
Section, Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service,
in reference to Federal Employment tax deposits for the period
ended September 30, 1978.
3. The city received a letter dated March 20, 1979
from Mrs. Wendie M. Urling, Norwood Road. The letter was
complimentary to the street crew who did a commendable job
this winter in keeping the hill passable.
4. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated March 20,
1979, from the Civic Benefits Association in reference to a
further donation ($20,000) for the 10-year program on upgrading
of the Nitro sanitary sewer system.
5. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated March 26,
1979 to The Honorable John M. Slack, Jr., Congressman, in
reference to river bank erosion at the following:
714 Kanawha Avenue, So., 715 Kanawha Avenue, So., 711 Kanawha
Ave., So., and 712 Kanawha Avenue, So.

I

6. Mr. Layton Cottrill, Jr., Esq. received a letter
dated March 28, 1979 from Stanley M. Hostler.
7. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated March 28,
1979 to Mr.. E. L. Harris & Sons, Inc., 1204 Kanawha Boulevard,
East, Charleston, West Virginia 25301 in reference to housing
for the elderly and handicapped.
8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated March 29,
1979 to Neil Richardson, Executive Officer, West Virginia
National Guard, Company D, 1092 Engineer Battalion, St. Albans,
West Virginia, in reference to obtaining trucks for a city
wide clean up for the City of Nitro.
9. Mr. Lynn B. Daniels, Program Manager, Department
of Housing & Urban Development, received a letter dated March 13,
1979 in reference to Nitro elderly housing from Daniel S. Green,
Manager Program Support Services, Governor's Office of Economic
and Community Development. (Mayor Gibson received a copy of
this letter.)
10. From the Chief of Police, Leo Bradley:
Nitro Police Department Bulletin No. 8, March 28, 1979.

I
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MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no committee reports.
no committee reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no committee reports.

no committee reports.

no committee reports.
no committee reports.

MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER: Mr. Karnes introduced a
resolution and explained the State Board of Investments
Consolidated Fund, and said that Nitro had never participated
in it before.

I
THE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INVESTMENT IN STATE BOARD
OF INVESTMENTS CONSOLIDATED FUND WHICH MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDERTREASURER, INTRODUCED IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INVESTMENT
IN STATE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS
CONSOLIDATED FUND
WHEREAS, the West Virginia Legislature in House Bill
No. 1321, Regular Session, 1978, authorized local governments to participate and invest in the Consolidated Fund
established by said bill under the management of the State
Board of Investments: and
WHEREAS , the

City Council

The City of Nitro

of

hereby finds that the

participation and investment of money in said Consolidated
Fund in accordance with the provisions of said House Bill
No. 1321 is in the best interests of the City of Nitro:
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE City Council
does hereby authorize the participation of this __
in the consolidated Fund for purposes of investment and
further authorizes its treasurer to do all things necesary in order to participate in said Fund: Provided,
that before making any funds available to the State Board
of Investments, the treasurer of this _
City
__
i'
shall first determine that the available interest rate
offered by an acceptable depository in this county be less
than the interest rate, net of administrative fees, offered
by the State Board of Investments.

I

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the
o f_

The City of Nitro_

on _

April_3_,_J.^79

WILLIAM D. GIB&ON, MAYOR

DON KARNES, RECORDER - TREASURER

I
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After some discussion Councilman Dr. Cassell made
a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed by a unanimous
vote.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, and the motion carried unanimously.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

./ftXSIs*

DON KARNES, RECORDER-TREASURER

I

I

Id
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
APRIL 17, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on April 17, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Don Karnes,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Also present
was Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney. Councilman at Large
Pennington was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
William Westlund, Pastor of First Presbyterian--Ghurch of Nitro.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL 3, 1979, COUNCIL MEETING:
Councilman at Large Dr.Allen made a motion the April 3, 1979
Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Karnes, and the motion passed.
INTERNATIONAL FRISBEE DISC ASSOCIATION'S REQUEST FOR
USE OF THE NITRO JR. HIGH FOOTBALL FIELD ON APRIL 28th & 29th:
Mayor Gibson stated he had talked with Mr.Lee,Principal at
Nitro Junior High School, and neither the school nor the
school board had objections to the request, but Mr. Lee did
send the gentleman, Mr. Jeff Butler, to get clearance through
council so ther-e would be no conflict in regard to parking.
Mayor Gibson said Mr. Butler said there would be college age
people involved.
Councilman Bailey moved the adoption of the request
made by Dr. Daniel M. Roddick. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Jkarge Legg.

I

Mr. Butler, President of the Charleston Area Frisbee
Club, stated they were in charge of holding this tournament
and that this is a qualifying tournament, the winner from here
will go to Bucknell University in Pennsylvania, and the winner
from there will go to Philadelphia for the world championships.
He further stated that this game, ultimate frisbee, is a 7 man
team sport, not an individual sport, but it's a non-contact
sport. He said that 80 players, four teams of 20 players
would be playing.
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He said they would need two fields (one between Baker
Elementary School and the Nitro Junior High School football
practice field).
Mr. Butler said they had the manpower to direct
the cars away from houses across the street, that clean up
will be no problem, and they will keep everything clean and
quiet. He said they would start around 1:00 p.m. and quit
around 5:00 or 6:00 p.m.

I

Problems which had been encountered last year in
reference to the field between Baker Elementary School and
the Nitro Junior High School were discussed. Mr. Butler
assured council that they would work directly with Mr. Long,
Nitro Recreation Director. The club was asked that there be
no parking off Park Avenue on the side streets, and that
people use the three parking lots in the area. Mr. Butler
asked that they be supplied with NO PARKING signs and the
orange cones, and said that they would direct the vehicles
to the parking lots.
It was recommended that they play on the field
toward the railroad back from Park Avenue, and that the
portable toilets be located in an out-of-the-way place.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made
by Councilman Bailey to adopt the request made by
Dr. Daniel M. Roddick regarding the frisbee tournament, and
the motion passed.

I

REQUEST BY MR. RAY KESLING, GOVERNOR, NITRO MOOSE
LODGE TO ALLOW HARRY JARRETT & CO TO INSTALL A #131 CABINET
IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen,
Chairman of the Police and Fire Department Committee, stated
that it was the recommendation of the committee that Mr. Kesling's
request be granted, and Dr. Allen made a motion to adopt the
resolution which is as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A CENTRAL BURGLARY
ALARM SIGNAL RECEIVING SYSTEM
WHEREAS, the City is presently permitting the use of
space in Police Department Headquarters for the installation and
maintenance of certain various burglary alarm systems, and
WHEREAS, said alarm systems have not, at all times
been competitive, and
WHEREAS, the public safety of the City would best be
promoted by providing another company to said system with a
uniform central signal receiving alarm system providing for
one hookup for each facility to be protected, and

I
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WHEREAS, Harry Jarrett and Company is desirous of
installing a central signal receiving alarm system to be
paid for by the subscribers to said service.
THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Nitro,
Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia, does hereby
resolve as follows:
1. That they will permit Harry Jarrett and Company
to install a central signal receiving alarm system hookup in
the headquarters of the Nitro Police Department.
2. That all persons, firms, associations and
incorporations subscribing to said service and connecting to
such alarm systems shall utilize and install without expense
to the City a 131 Ademco module which shall be maintained by
the subscriber owner of said hookup.
3. That in the event there should occur a total of
four (4) false alarms in any one calendar month from any such
installation the owner subscriber of said hookup shall pay
unto the City of Nitro a penalty of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25)
per response for any additional responses occurring within
that calendar month whether such further responses be a
false alarm or actual emergency.

I

4. That in the event of a total of four (4) false
alarms per calendar month for two (2) consecutive calendar
months, the City may at its option, cause the owner subscriber of said hookup to remove such equipment and to
discontinue service.
5. The City of Nitro hereby expressly reserves
the right for good cause shown, to require the said
Harry Jarrett and Company to remove its equipment in
Police Headquarters when, in the opinion of Council said
system is not properly providing the service for which its
installation is being permitted.

MAYOR

RECORDER
The motion to adopt the resolution was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Casselll, and the motion passed.

I
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REQUEST BY RITE AID TO CONNECT AN ALARM MONITERING
SYSTEM TO NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated he would have a meeting with Mr. Edwin R. Morrow,
manager of the West Virginia District Center, Rite Aid
Distribution Center, and he made a motion this request remain
in committee. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.

I

SPRING CLEAN UP APRIL 28, 1979 WITH ASSISTANCE FROM
THE ARMY NATIONAL GUARD COMPANY D : M a y o r Gibson stated that
it had been confirmed that the Army National Guard, Company D
will provide the City of Nitro with 2 or 3 trucks for the spring
clean up April 28. Mayor Gibson stated that anyone who wanted
to work in the spring clean up could, and that he would be here
at 9:00 a.m. to assist Mr. Williams, Director of Public Works.

Mayor Gibson referred to a letter from Reverend
Arley K. Cravens, Pastor of the Nitro Church of God, in reference
to Mr. Ray Taylor's request to sell items for the Abney Street
Church of God Women's Society, St. Albans, in the Town of Nitro.
More information was required, and Councilman Dr. Cassell made
a motion to leave the determination of this request to Mayor Gibson.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.

Mayor Gibson said he was approached by two gentlemen
who are connected with the Kanawha County Ambulance Authority
and they would donate their time to establish a free blood pressure
clinic at Nitro City Hall the third Saturday of each month from
11:00 a.m. till 4:00 p.m. and from 5:00 p.m. till 7:00 p.m.
Mayor Gibson said they would do this if council had no objections.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
( This correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 10,
1979 from The Honorable John M. Slack, Jr., Congressman, in
reference to river bank erosion in answer to a letter Mayor Gibson
had sent to him on river bank erosion at 711, 712, 714, and 715
Kanawha Avenue, South, Nitro.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen asked that the 4 people
who made the request be so notified.
2. Minutes of Nitro Lions Little League, April 8,
1979, 2:30 p.m.

I
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MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey stated he
felt that it~would be an advantage to erect barracades at
Kanawha Avenue South off Blackwood Street and at
Kanawha Avenue South off Spring Street.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that 6 loads of
dirt had been hauled to Mr. James Totten's residence at
4115 41st Street.
Councilman Bailey said that he noticed for the
first time the junked cars behind the new motel.
Mayor Gibson stated that Appalachian Power Company
intends to install street lights on Rockledge Drive and
Rockledge Circle.

I

MR. COTTRILL,City Attorney: Mr. Cottrill,
City Attorney, referred to the Board of Zoning Appeals, and
said that he had discussed this with Mayor Gibson ^and Councilman Bailey. Mr. Cottrill said apparently there is some question
as to the proper operation and the judgment of their determination of complaints and requests for variances filed before it.
Mr. Cottrill said he intended to draft a short
memorandum of law instructing the board in some of the
basic zoning laws of the State of West Virginia in their
application to the City of Nitro and the basic way in which
the board has the power to act. He stated he would like to
meet with the Board of Zoning Appeals and discuss this.

Mr. Cottrill stated that by order of the Kanawha County
Circuit Court we have been ordered to appoint
Mr. Ronnie L. Faulknier to the position of Sergeant of the
Fire Department of the City of Nitro, and recommended that
the appointment be made.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to adopt the
attorney's recommendation as it relates to the court order
of the Honorable Robert K. Smith, Judge of the Circuit Court
of Kanawha County. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion carried. Councilman Miller
voted against the motion.

I

128
The following items were discussed and referred to
the Finance Committee: (Mr. Williams, Director of Public
Works will be asked to be present.)

I

1. an additional charge of $35 to a building
permit when a structure is reroofed and the city is expected
to haul off old roofing and debris,
2. an additional charge to a permit for hauling
off trees and tree limbs,
3.

a charge for hauling away large appliances, and

4.

the need for a contractor's license.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart, Chairman
of the Ordinance, Street and Traffic Committee, stated that
they have 2 or 3 suggestions pending on one-way streets in
committee. He said that action should be taken on requests
of those who requested their street to be paved and on the
requests of those who requested their streets notbe paved.
He said these things should be resolved soon.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER: Mr. Karnes stated that
the Finance Committee would meet Tuesday, April 24, at 7:00 p.m.,
and that the Recreation Committee would meet with Mr. Long,
Recreational Director at 8:00 p.m.

I

Reverend Westlund gave the closing prayer.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, and the
motion passed.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR
-^ /9£L4srU*^

DON KARNES, RECORDER

Id

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MAY 1, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on May 1, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Don Karnes,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, and Councilman Romie Hughart. Also present
was Mr. Layton Cottrill, City Attorney. Councilman Dean Miller
and Councilman Gus Bailey were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by
Mrs Florence Mollohan, 3813 38th Street.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL 17, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the April 17,
1979 Council meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1978 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Karnes, Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee,
stated that a couple of councilmen had just received the
December, 1978 Financial Statement, and made a motion to
table this until next council meeting, May 15, 1979. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion
passed.
APPROVAL OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING, TUESDAY,
APRIL 24, 1979 7:QQ P.M.Councilman Hughart made a motion to
approve the Finance Committee meeting minutes. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
A copy of the Finance Committee Meeting Minutes
is as follows:

I
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NITRO FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
CITY OF NITRO '

The Nitro Finance Committee Meeting was held at the Nitro City Hall,
In The Conference Room, on April 24, 1979, at 7:00 p.m.
Those in attendance were:
Don Karnes, Chairman
Gus Bailey, Councilman
Romie Hughart, Councilman
William D. Gibson, Mayor
1.

I

Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
Dean Miller, Councilman

Building Permits Charges
After much discussion a motion was made by Dr. R. V. Allen
to increase the Building Permit charges by 50% to help defray
dumping charges levied for dumping at the Western Landfill, also,
add $35.00 to a Building Permit when a structure is going to have
a roof replacement, and the city is expected to haul away the old
shingles and debris. The $35.00 to be refunded if property owner
or contractor disposes of shingles and debris. The motion was
seconded by Dr, Guy Cassell, and passed.

2

Tree Trimmings & Appliance Haul Away Fees
After discussion it was decided to try to handle this through
a Contractor's License.
Police Court Costs, Fees & Charges

I

Finance Committee Chairman, Don Karnes, passed out Court Cost,
Fees and Charges lists from other Cities for study and suggested this
be left in Committee until the next meeting.
4.

Increase Annual Gross Income as Applies to Municipal Service Charge
Mayor Gibson made a motion to increase the Annual Gross Income
from $3,600 per year to $5,000 per year as it applies to the Municipa
Service Charges. Motion was seconded by Romie Hughart, and passed.

5

Purchase of New Tractor for Grass Cutting & Ball Field Dragging at
City Park
.
.
«

After discussing the need it was resolved that the City Recorde:
write the desired specifications and advertise for bids.
Contractor's License
After much discussion a motion was made by Dr. R. V. Allen to
include a Contractor's License in the City License schedule at a f

I

Nitro Finance Committee Meeting
Page 2

I

. •
.

$100.00 per year and make the Contractor totally responsible for
disposing of all trash and debris created by his contracts. The
motion was seconded by Don Karnes, and passed.
.
.
"t

7.

'

1

"

"

Donation to Charleston Domestic Violence Center
It was decided that the City does not have enough money in
its 1979-1980 Budget for this type of expenditure, because the request
was made after the Budget had already been prepared and approved by
Council.
"

8.

Revision of B & 0 Tax Structure

Finance Committee Chairman, Don Karnes, collected B & 0 data
from^St. Albans, South Charleston, Dunbar and Charleston. The facts
are Nitro is lower than the other Cities on several items. Don Karnes
stated before we raise any B & 0 Fees let me see o.f I can increase our
collections enough to remove the need for an increase by enforcing",
more strictly the B & 0 Tax Ordinances we now have on the books, Aftex
comments from several Members it was decided this should be done.
9.

I

Other Business
Mayor Gibson informed those present that he received a call
from the people who own, The Pizza Inn of America, requesting to
use a Dumpster. The Mayor's recommendation is to allow this, but
with a minimum fee of $100.00 per month to be paid to the City,
because many City Services are provided through these fees. The
Mayor, also, suggested this be referred to the City Attorney to
check the legality of it and amend our Ordinance to bring us into
compliance.
Romie Hughart made a motion to extend our Sick Leave Benefits
to 26 weeks at 8070 of base salary pay for all Department Heads that
are not covered by Civil Service. This motion was seconded by
Dr. Guy Cassell, and passed
"
.
Meeting adjourned

DON KARNES, CHAIRMAN
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

I

.

•

132
REQUEST BY RITE AID TO CONNECT AN ALARM MONITORING
SYSTEM TO NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT:Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, Chairman of the Fire and Police Department
Committee, stated that he thought they had resolved this up
to the point of where Rite Aid can receive a better service
by tying into the 911 number at the Winfield Emergency Service.

I

Councilman at Large Legg stated that if the companies
outside the city limits expect the Nitro Fire Department to
supply them with service then they should be expected to pay
for the service such as paying 50 percent of the business and
occupation rate.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer Mr. Legg's
suggestion to the Finance Committee. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Legg, and the motion passed.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR RIDING LAWN MOWER -(RECREATION
DEPARTMENT)"!Mr. Karnes, Recorder, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, stated that the specification for the tractor
(16 horsepower) had been recommended by the Nitro Sanitary
Board and Mr. Williams, Director of Public Works. The tractor
would also be used to drag the ball fields. The cost of the
tractor would be in the neighborhood of $2,000 to $2,500, he
said.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
advertise for bids on the tractor. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

I

REPORT ON SPRING CLEAN UP APRIL 28, 1979: Mayor Gibson
stated that a" tentative date, Saturday, May 5, had been set for
more work on the spring clean up.
REPORT ON FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC SATURDAY,
APRIL 21, 19791Mayor Gibson stated that he had been down to
the clinic several times during the day, and that there was a
good turn out, that approximately 30 people had their blood
pressure checked.
STATUS REPORT ON PROPOSED ORDINANCES FROM
MR. LAYTON COTTRILL, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. Layton Cottrill explained
an ordinance to amend Chapter 12 of the CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO
by enacting Sections 29A, 30A, 31A, 32A providing for a license
for contractors, fixing the license fee therefore, establishing
a procedure for collection proscribing the penalty for noncompliance, and fixing the effective date thereof.

THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

INTHDDUCED BY:

ORDINANCE NO.
•

'.

79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO BY
ENACTING SECTIONS 2?A, 30A, 31A, 32A, PROVIDING FOR A LICENSE FOR CONTRACTORS,
FIHNG THE LICENSE FEE THEREFORE, ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTION,
PROSCRIBING THE PENALTY FOR NONCOMPLIANCE, AND FIXING THE EFFECTIVE DATE
THEREOF.
NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia;
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance, Chapter 12 shall
be amended to add new Sections hereinafter designated 2°A, 30A, 31A, 32A; to
provide as follows:
ARTICLE II.
Sec.

I

Contractor License.

12-29A. Tax levied.
There is levied and shall be collected from all persons, firms, or corporations

engaged in the business of contracting remodeling, alterations, repair, removal, and
demolition of any type of building, and or structure, and the business of tree
trimming or tree surgery within the City, annual license tax of $100.00} Provided,
however, tiie tax here imposed shall not be required where the business project does
not require a building permit as provided in other provisions of the Code.
Sec.

12-30A.

Hien and where payable.

The License tax provided for in this Article shall be payable annually to the
City Clerk in hie office at the City Building on or before the 1st day of July of
each year.
Sec. 12-31A. Penalty.
If any person conducts any contracting business as provided in this Article

I

without the license required, he shall be in addition to paying all required license

fee or tax assessable, pay a penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00). Thi s penalty
be assessed and collected in the same manner as other license tax.
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Sec. 12-32A. Effective Date.
This Ordinance shall become effective July 1, 1979.
This Ordinance was read and introduced for the
Meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
and read and adopted at a

reading on the

time at the Regular
day of
day of

I

, 1979,
, 1979

Win. D. Gibson, Mayor

Donald 0. Karnes, Municipal Recorder

I

I
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I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
approve the first reading of the ordinance. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the
motion passed.
- .

Mr. Layton Cottrill explained an ordinance
amending Article III of Chapter 21 of THE CODE OF NITRO
and providing Section 33A "Reckless Driving" and thereby
making it unlawful to drive a vehicle in willful or
wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property.
THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

ORDINANCE NO.

INTRODUCED BY

I
. AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III OF CHAPTER 21 OF- THE
CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO AND PROVIDING SECTION 33 A

"RECKLESS

DRIVING" AND THEREBY MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO DRIVE A VEHICLE IN
WILLFUL OR WANTON DISREGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF PERSONS OR PROPERTY;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL THAT CHAPTER
21 BE AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:
Sec. 21-33A Reckless driving.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive any
vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or
property , and any person'who violates this subsection, shall be guilty
of reckless driving.

I

(b)
Any person convicted of violating subsection (a) of
this section shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars
or imprisoned for not more than thirty days, or both.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to approve
the first reading of the ordinance. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
—
Mayor Gibson read Mr. Cottrill's letter of resignation
dated April 25, 1979.

LAW OFFICES OF

1

PHONE (304) 755-4504
755-4031

F.£aytonCottrill,Jr
A T T O R N E Y AT LAW
172-A MAIN STREET
POCA, WEST V I R G I N ! A 25159

I

April 25, 1979

The Honorable William Gibson
Mayor, City of Nitro
Nitro City Hall
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
Re:

Resignation

Dear Mayor Gibson:
Please accept this letter as submission of my resignation as
City Attorney for the municipality of Nitro. It is with regret
that I must resign this position, however, due to numerous business
and personal reasons, I am compelled to do so.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you, the members of
city council, city employees and the residents of the City of
Nitro for the opportunity to serve as counsel for the municipality and also for their friendship and association.
»

*•

I

Obviously I will make every attempt to aid and assist in the
orderly transfer of my duties and responsibilities to my successor.
I would desire that my resignation be effective no later
than July 1, 1979.
Respectfully submitted

JR.

I
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated that he had
enjoyed working with Mr. Cottrill, that he had always found
him to be very cooperative and well informed. He said he
considered Mr. Cottrill to be a very fine attorney.

Mayor Gibson introduced to council Mrs. Pottorff's
grandson, Dennis Boggs, who is working on his last merit
badge to become an Eagle Scout. He had requested permission
to attend council meeting and record the proceedings of the
meeting.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence will be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)

I

1. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter dated
April 4, 1979 to Mr. J. H. Hildenbiddle, Jr., Executive
Representative, Government Affairs/Room 1934, Consolidated
Rail Corporation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 in
reference to trespassers at Conrail's Nitro yard. The
letter was from J. J. Dwyer, Director Railroad Safety
Division, Public Service Commission.
2. Mayor Gibson received a copy of another
letter dated April 19, 1979 to Mr. J. H. Hildenbiddle, Jr.
from J. J. Dwyer, Director, in reference to the above letter,
and the concern of the mayors and public safety officers
that Conrail was abolishing the position of their only rail
police officer at Charleston.
3. Nitro Lions Little League Minutes, April 16,
1979, 7:30 p.m.
4. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter
dated April 19, 1979 to Appalachian Engineers from J. C. Moody
in reference to the road slide on 18th Street hill and its
a,ffect on the property located at 2112 and 2114 Twenty-first
Street, Nitro.

I

5. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 19,
1979 to Mr. Charles L. Miller, Commissioner, West Vriginia
Department of Highways, requesting that Route 25 between the
Nitro Moose Lodge and the Twin City Bible Church be reduced
from 55 mph to 40 mph.
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6. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 19,
1979 to Mr. Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of the
West Virginia Department of Highways in reference to the
proposed operating agreement between the Department of Highways
and the City of Nitro for the West Virginia Route 25 widening,
project U340-25-1.43.

^
H
H

7. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 20,
1979 to Mr. Robert E. Kittle, Superintendent, Kanawha County
Schools, recommending a road be built from llth Street West
paralleling the railroad behind Baker Elementary School and
to allow parking in the back near the fence.
8. Memorandum from Mayor Gibson to police dispatchers
dated April 20, 1979.
9. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 20,
1979 to Mr. George Wright, Postmaster, Charleston Post Office
in reference to a petition from residents who live on
Old County Road.
10. Mayor Gibson received a letter April 24, 1979
from George E. Wright, Postmaster, outlining condition which
must be met before service will be provided to Old County Road.
11. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 26,
1979 to the residents of Old County Road informing them that
before U. S. Postal Authorities will provide delivery service
it is necessary that the City of Nitro make the Old County Road
one way to traffic from Red Oak Drive to the intersection of
Route 25 near Thomas Tire Company.

I

12. Mr. Jay Long, Recreation Director, received a
letter dated April 20, 1979 from Mayor Gibson asking him to
solicit the cooperation of the president of the Nitro Little
League, coaches, and team managers to keep the Nitro City
Park free from unnecessary litter.
13. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 20,
1979 to Mr. Layton Cottrill in reference to certain ordinances
to be prepared.
14. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 20,
1979 to Mr. U. B. Martin, 234 Brookhaven Drive.
15. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 20,
1979 to Mr. John King, Executive Director, Governor's Criminal
Justice and Highway Safety Division, Charleston, West Virginia
25301 requesting assistance toward obtaining a communications
radio for the motorcycle used by the Police Department.

I
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16. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 23,
1979 to Mr. Frank Mathews, Terminal Manager Consolidated Rail
Corporation, 601 Broad Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301
in reference to complaints from citizens living in the vicinity
of the 19th Street railroad crossing, Nitro.
17. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 23,
1979 from Drema Walls, Nitro High Schools Girls' Track Coach,
and Bill and Dolly Withrow. They expressed their appreciation
and the thanks on behalf of the high school teams for readying
the track which was done by Gene Williams and his crew. They
expressed their view that special recognition should go to
Hurshel Thomas who operated the grader.
18. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated April 23,
1979 to Mrs. Ginny Gibson, President of Brookhaven Garden Club
congratulating the Brookhaven Garden Club for earning the
West Virginia Garden Club award March 20, 1979 while attending
the State Convention at the Greenbrier.
19. Nitro Lions Little League Minutes of the meeting,
April 23, 1979, 7:30 p.m.

I

20. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 25,
1979 from Mr. Ronald L. Lyons, Principal of the Nitro High
School who expressed his appreciation for helping the
Nitro High School clean up committee.
21. Mr. Charles Robert Sergent, Nitro Building
Inspector, had written a letter dated April 27, 1979 to
Mr. Arthur Moss, 2176 21st Street, Nitro in reference to
Permit No. 233-78 being cancelled.

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

I

no reports.

no reports,

no reports.

MR. KARNES RECORDER: Mr. Karnes stated that
effective September 1,1979 the West Virginia Public
Employees Insurance Board will increase their rates between
15 and 18 percent.
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Mr. Karnes showed the sign, NO PARKING EXCEPT WHILE
ATTENDING RECREATION ACTIVITIES, which will be erected at the
city parking lots. Councilman at Large Pennington made a
motion to approve the sign and have them erected. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

I

Mrs Mollohan gave the closing prayer.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, and the
motion passed.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DON KARNES', RECORDER

I

Id

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MAY 15, 1979

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on May 15, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, City Recorder Don Karnes,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman
at Large Pennington was absent. Also present was City Attorney,
Mr. Layton Cottrill.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Councilman
Dean Miller.

I

APPROVAL OF MAY 1, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman Bailey made a motion the May 1, 1979 Council
Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: Mr. Karnes,
Recorder, said that the financial statements were not ready.
He further stated that he was going back to the first of
Fiscal Year 1978 - 1979 in order that the financial statements
will be accurate.
SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 12
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO BY ENACTING SECTIONS
29A, 30A, 31A, 32A, PROVIDING FOR A LICENSE FOR CONTRACTORS
FIXING THE LICENSE FEE THEREFORE, ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE
FOR COLLECTION, PROSCRIBING THE PENALTY FOR NONCOMPLIANCE,
AND FIXING THE EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF:

THE SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

U2

BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

I

ORDINANCE NO.

Mr. Pennington

79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
NITRO BY ENACTING SECTIONS 29A, 30A, 31A, 32A, PROVIDING FOR A
LICENSE FOR CONTRACTORS., FIXING THE LICENSE FEE THEREFORE, ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTION, PROSCRIBING THE PENALTY FOR
NONCOMPLIANCE, AND FIXING THE EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF.

NOW THEREFORE, be It ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance,
Chapter 12 shall be amended to add new Section hereinafter designated
29A, 30A, 31A, 32A; to provide as follows:
ARTICLE II.
Sec. 12-29A.

Contractor License.

I

Tax levied.

There is levied and shall be collected from all persons, firms,
or corporations engaged in the business of contracting remodeling,
alterations, repair, removal, and demolition of any type of building,
and or structure, and the business of tree trimming or tree surgery
within the City, annual license tax of $100.00} Provided, however,
the tax here imposed shall not be required where the business
project does not require a building permit as provided in other
provisions of the Code.
S_e_c_.

12-30A . When and where payable .
The License tax provided for in this Article shall be payable

annually to the Municipal Recorder In his Office at the City Building
the 1st -Jay of July of each year.

I
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Sec.

12-31A.

Penalty.

If any person conducts any contracting business as provided
In this Article without the license required, he

shall be in

addition to paying all required license fee or tax assessable, pay
a penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00).

This penalty shall be

assessed and collected in the same manner as other license tax.
Sec.

12-32A.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective July 1, 1979This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
1st day of May, 19795 and read and adopted at a
reading on the

/j- day of

/**s4y

, 1979-

I
WILLIAM D. GIBSON, Mayor

DONALD G. KARNES, Municipal Recorder

I
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Mr. Karnes, City Recorder made a motion to approve
the Ordinance on second reading. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart.

I

There was discussion on the advantages to the
City of Nitro issuing a general contractor's license. However,
the price of the license ($100.00) was also discussed. Some
of the Councilmen felt this was too high in comparison with
what other cities charged. Councilman Miller said he did not
think $100 was a realistic figure.
After further discussion Mayor Gibson called for a
vote on the motion made by Mr. Karnes, Recorder, to approve
the Ordinance on second reading. Two Councilmen and Mr. Karnes
voted in favor of the motion, and four Councilmen voted against;
the motion did not carry.
The proposed ordinance was referred back to the
Finance Committee for further study.
SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III
OF CHAPTER 21 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO AND PROVIDING
SECTION 33A "RECKLESS DRIVING" AND THEREBY MAKING IT UNLAWFUL
TO DRIVE A VEHICLE IN WILLFUL OR WANTON DISREGARD FOR THE
SAFETY OF PERSONS OR PROPERTY:

I

Mayor Gibson read the second reading of the
Ordinance which is as follows:

I

145

I

ORDINANCE NO. 79-1

(190)

INTRODUCED BY
Dr. Cassell
May 1, 1979

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III OF CHAPTER 21 OF THE CODE
OF THE CITY OF NITRO AND PROVIDING SECTION 33 A "RECKLESS DRIVING"
AND THEREBY MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO DRIVE A VEHICLE IN WILLFUL OR
WANTON DISREGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF PERSONS OR PROPERTY; NOW
THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE NITRO CITY COUNCIL THAT CHAPTER
21 BE AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:
Sec.

21-33A

Recklesj^driving.

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive any vehicle In

I

willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property,
and any person who violates this subsection shall be guilty of
reckless driving.
INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 1ST DAY OF MAY, 1979.
ADOPTED UPON^SfiCOND READING ON THE 15TH DAY OF MAY, 1979.

WILLIAM D,

DONALD KARNES, Municipal Recorder

I
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Mr. Karnes, Recorder, made a motion to adopt the
Ordinance No. 79-1 (190) on second reading. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dean Miller. The motion passed with
a unanimous vote.

i

Mayor Gibson recommdended that Mr. Jeremiah F. McCormick
who is with the law firm of Calwell, Steele, McCormick & Peyton,
L.C. be appointed as the city attorney to fill the position
created by Mr. Layton Cottrill's resignation.
Councilman Miller made a motion to appoint
Mr. Jeremiah F. McCormick to the position of city attorney.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the
motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Gibson said that he had received a phone call
from Mr. Roger Russell, Regional Traffic Engineer, Southern
Region of West Virginia, regarding a uniform speed limit
from the Nitro city limits at the Riverdale Acres (milepost
3.61) area to the 0.94 milepost, 300 feet east of the
intersection of Lock Street near the Moose Lodge. Mayor Gibson
said that if Council agreed on a 45 mph speed limit for this
area the State Department of Highways would put up the signs.

*

I

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to resolve
and approve the 45 mph speed limit for this area. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
passed.
Councilman Bailey asked that a letter be written
to the West Virginia Department of Highways regarding
west bound traffic on Route 25 at the traffic light at the
intersection of Route 25 and Center Street. He requested
a yield sign be erected designating which lane has the
right-of-way, traffic west bound in right lane on Route 25
or traffic coming off Center Street west bound in left lane
on Route 25.

Mayor Gibson referred to a letter dated April 26,
1979 (May 1 supplement file) he had sent to the residents
on Old County Road asking them whether they were in favor
or not in favor of making Old County Road one way. He said
he received 13 answers: 11 for, 2 against. The returned
letters were referred to the Street Committee.
CORRECTION
6-5-79

ADD:

Councilman Hughart voted against this motion.

I
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Councilman Hughart requested Mr. Cottrill, City
Attorney write a return letter to Mr. George E. Wright,
MSC Manager/ Postmaster, U.S. Postal Service, Charleston,
West Virginia 25301 requesting the facts upon which they
concluded their findings (letter dated April 24, 1979
sent to Mayor Gib&on from Mr. Wright - supplement file,
May 1, 1979), and that a copy of the letter be sent to
The Honorable Senator Robert C. Byrd and the Honorable
Senator Jennings Randolph.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (This correspondence will be kept in the
supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 1,
1979 from Robert Y. Hayne, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in
reference to 18th Street Hill.
Mayor Gibson said that he had engaged the services
of Ackenheil and Associates, 808 Main Avenue, Nitro, to
become involved in this matter.

I

2. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated May 2,
1979 to The Honorable John D. Rockefeller, IV asking him to
assist in getting money through the Partnership Grant Fund
for Nitro's Maintenance Garage project.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 3,
1979 from Kemper L. Lawson, Vice President, Distribution,
Heck's, Inc. requesting permission to park employees'
automobiles on the city parking lot located on West 19th Street
Mayor Gibson said that he told Mr. Altano, Director
of Security at Heck's, they could park on the city parking
lot 45 to 60 days.
4. Mayor Gib&on had written a letter May 4, 1979
to Taylor Woodrow Blitman Construction Corporation and
E. L. Harris & Son, Inc. a joint venture, in reference to
proposed housing for the elderly.
Mayor Gibson said the E. L. Harris & Son, Inc.
owned the land which is on Route 25 across from Frank Criniti
Pontiac - Buick, Inc.

I
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5. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter
dated May 4, 1979, from J. J. Dwyer, Director, Railroad
Safety Division, Public Service Commission addressed to
Mr. J. H. Hildenbiddle, Jr. Executive Representative,
Government Affairs/Room 1934, Consolidated Rail Corporation,
Six Penn Center Plaza, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19104
in reference to juveniles trespassing on Conrail property
at Nitro.

I

6. Nitro City Councilmen received a memorandum
dated May 9, 1979 from Mayor Gibson in reference to up-grading
the basketball court at the city park.
ATTACHED: Mayor Gibson received a letter dated
May 9, 1979 from Jay Long, Recreation Director in reference
to a recommendation to resurface the basketball court at the
city park.
This recommendation was referred to the Finance
Committee.
7. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 9, 1979, a
deed and a resolution from J. Thomas.Lane, Law Offices Bowles
McDavid, Graff and Love, in reference to the tract of land
which was conveyed (donated) to the City of Nitro by Monsanto.
The city cannot use the property and Monsanto has asked the
City of Nitro to consider conveying the tract of land back
to Monsanto.

I

THE RESOLUTION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

RESOLUTION NO .
INTRODUCED
«
PASSED

I

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
WHEREAS, by deed dated January 31, 1974, Monsanto
Company donated a tract of .861 acre to the City of Nitro;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro no longer needs the
aforesaid tract of .861 acre and Monsanto Company desires
to have title conveyed to it;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of
Nitro GRANT and CONVEY all of its right, title and interest
to Monsanto Company, a Delaware corporation, in an tract of

I

land said to contain .861 acre as fully described in a deed
from Monsanto Company to the City of Nitro, dated January
31, 1974, of record in the office of the Clerk of the County
Commission of Putnam County, West Virginia, in Deed Book
204, page 427;
That the Mayor of the City of Nitro be and is
hereby authorised and directed to execute a deed conveying
all of the right, title and interest of the City of Nitro in
and to said parcel of land to Monsanto Company; and
That the Clerk of the City of Nitro be and is
hereby authorized and directed to attach and affix the

I

corporate seal of said City to said deed and deliver said
deed to Monsanto Company.
M A Y O R ~
RECORDER
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Mr. Cottrill, City Attorney said that he will
check on transfer of municipal property (Chapter 8,
Section 12, Subsection 18).

I

Mr. Long, Recreation Director, recommended that
the future Golden Oldies Car Show be held in a different
location other than the city park due to the damage of the
ball fields and the surrounding areas incurred when the
Golden Oldies Car Show was held at the city park May 11,
12, and 13, .and Mr. Long explained that the damage was made
worse by the heavy rains.
Mr. Jerry Withrow, President of the Golden Oldies
stated that they kept the cars off the infields, and did go
in through the area the park commission recommended they
go in through. He said this was
nothing but a grass area,
and further stated that posts were removed for them to get
into the area.
Mr. Withrow stated that they would reseed areas
damaged and repair the road. He said that they would repair
the damage to the best of their ability.
Mr. Withrow said
We do feel that it is a city park and I think it
should be noted that people have worked on it
and donated time on it for things other than
playing ball. Ball is important I know, both
my children play ball, but I can't foresee
strictly a ball diamond.

I

I think if it's a city park it ought to be
available for other functions, too.
He said they would have some gravel brought in for
the road.
Mr. Withrow stated, "We come in defense, to try to
make amends, but we definitely don't want to be thrown out of
the park, I can't see it."
Mr. Legg suggested that the future car shows be
held after July 4 when the ball games would be over.
Councilman Miller stated he would very much like to
defend the use of the park for other purposes than a ball field,
that the citizens deserve more than just a ball field.
The problem was referred to the Recreation Committee.

I
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MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports..

no reports.

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

no reports.
no reports.

MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER:

no reports.

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment
The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, and the motion
passed unanimously.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

I

I

DON KARNES, RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JUNE 5, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitre. City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on June 5, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Romie Hughart, Councilman Gus Bailey and Jeremiah McCormick,
City Attorney. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dean Miller, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell and Mayor William Gibson
were absent.

I

The meeting was called to order by Don Karnes,
City Recorder. The invocation was given by Reverend
Robert Blixt, Pastor of First Baptist Church.
APPROVAL OF MAY 15, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
CounciIman at Large Allen made a motion the May 15, 1979
Council meet^iu; Minutes be approved. The motion was;seconded
by Councilman^'Bailey.
Councilman Hughart asked that a correction be made;
on page 146 in regard to the change in the speed limit,
second paragraph, and that it be noted that Councilman
Hughart voted against this motion.
Mr." Karnes called for a vote on the motion with
the correction, and the motion passed unanimously.
SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR SMALL TRACTOR; Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder,and Chairman of the Finance Committee, passed
out the sealed bids on the tractor to members of council. The
bids are as follows:

I

Crede Tractor Sales and Service, Inc.
4731 Penn. Avenue
Charleston, WV 25302

2,500.00

Interstate Equipment Sales, Inc.
Rt. 34 at 1-64 Interchange
Winfield Exit Nine
Scott Depot, WV 25560

2,445.10
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Cross Lanes Tractor Sales, Inc
5208 Rocky Fork Road
Charleston, WV 25312

2,895.00

Discount Parts Co., Inc.
201 Virginia St. West
Charleston, WV 25329

3,748.50

Discount Parts Co., Inc.
201 Virginia St. West
Charleston, WV 25329

4,099.50

»
•

Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
refer the bids to the Finance Committee for them to act upon.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the motion
passed unanimously.
SOLICIATION FOR NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CARNIVAL
TO BE HELD IN OCTOBER 1979: Councilman at Large Legg,
Chairman of The Business,Civic Betterment and Consumer
Protection Committee, referred to a letter written by
Ardith Rohmiller, Principal of the Nitro Elementary School,
requesting permission to contact the merchants of Nitro for
contributions.
Councilman at Large Legg made a motion that
the request be granted. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed unanimously.

I

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF 500 BLOCK OF
MICHIGAN AVENUE REQUESTING THAT CURB SIDE MAIL DELIVERY
BE ELIMINATED AND ALL MAIL BE DELIVERED TO THEIR HOMES:
Councilman Romie Hughart, Chairman of The Ordinance,
Street and Traffic Committee asked that this be tabled until
next meeting. (June 19, 1979).
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER A TRACK OF .861 ACRE TO
MONSANTO COMPANY: Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney,
suggested that to document the city's position the city
should secure a competent, independent appraisal of the
property. He stated that it would be premature to act
until the property is appraised.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer this
matter to The Finance Commitee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Legg, and the motion passed by a
unanimous vote.

I
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Councilman Kughart made a motion that Ordinance
No. 79Article II, Contractor License, Sec. 12-29A be
changed to read the initial fee be $50.00 and renewal fee
$25.00, the effective date will be on passage of the
ordinance. Councilman Bailey seconded the motion, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Mr.,Karnes stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence to be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)
1. vMayor Gibson received a letter dated Hay 9,
1979 from Ackeriheil & Associates^ Consulting Engineers,
808 Main Avenue, Nitro, in reference to professional
engineering services, landslide activity study, Gillispie,
Moss, Harman and Moody properties, 21st Street.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer their
proposal to the Finance Committee.
The motion was seconded
by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed.

I

2. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a petition to
the Postmaster of Nitro Post Office dated May 10, 1979 from
residents of the 500 Block of Michigan AVenue, Nitro,
requesting that curb side mail delivery be eliminated and all
mail be delivered to mail boxes attached to their homes.
3. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter dated
May 11, 1979 to the Honorable John G. Hutchinson, Mayor,
City of Charlston from J. J. Dwyer, Director, Railroad
Safety Division. State of West Virginia, Public Service
Commission, Charleston, WV 2.5305 advising him that before
the end of the nonth Conrail will reestablish the position
of railroad, police in West Virginia.
4. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 11,
1979 from Robert E. Kittle, Superintendent of Schools,
Kanawha County, in reply to Mayor Gibson's letter of
April 20, 197? recommending building a road from llth Street,
West paralleling the railroad behind Baker Elementary School
which would allow for parking in back near the fence.
5. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 14,
1979 from Tom Quinn of the Nitro Recreation Department in
reference to vandalism which has taken place at the building
that was formerly the American Legion Building during the
night of May 13, 1979.

I

6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 15,
1979 from F. Layton Cottrill, Jr. in reference to the
policemens Pension and Retirement Fund.
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7. Mayor Gib-son had written a letter dated May 15,
1979 to Mrs. Ruby Melton, 426 19th Street,Dunhar, We*t 'Virginia
25064 in reference to a notice to abate condition constituting
a public nuisance at 213 40th Street Road, Nitro West Virginia.
8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated May 15,
1979 to Mr. E. W. Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire Department
in reference to arranging a course of action for an emergency
control plan for the City of Nitro.
9. Mr. Donald G. Karnes, City Recorder, received
a letter dated May 16, 1979 from Edward H. Friend & Company
in reference to the Actuarial Study of Policemen's and
Firemen's Pension and Relief Funds (H. B. 1005).
10. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 16,
1979 from R. H. Gauthier, County Administrator, Office of the
Kanawha County Commission in reference to additional charges
to become effective on July 1, 1979.
11.

Nitro Lions Little League Minutes, May 20, 1979,

3:00 p.m.
12. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated May 22,
1979 to Mr. Roger Russell, Regional Traffic Engineer, Traffic
Engineering Division, Department of Highways,in reference to
making the speed limit 45 miles per hour from the Nitro City
limit at Riverdale Acres, milepost 3.61 area to the 0.94
milepost, 300 feet east of the intersection of Lock Street
near the Nitro Moose Lodge.

I

13. 'Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney received a
letter from Howard D. Kenney, Executive Director, State of
West Virginia Human Rights Commission in reference to ES 220-77,
Cline vs. City of Nitro Police Department and Nitro Police
Civil Service Board.
14. Mayor Gibson had received a copy of a letter
addressed to Mr. J. H. Hildenbiddle, Jr. Executive Representative,
Government Affairs/Room 1034 Consolidated Rail Corporation dated
May 22, 1979 from J. J. Dwyer, Director, Railroad Safety Division,
Public Service Commission in reference to Conrail's position
of railroad police officer being reestablished at Charleston.
15. Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, referred to Ordinance
No 55,which regulated traffic upon the public streets of The
City of Nitro.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that Ordinance No. 55
be referred to the Ordinance Committee for review and for the
committee to report back to council. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Bailey, and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

I
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16. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 24,
1979 from Mrs. Otis L. O'Connor, Chairman of the Kanawha
Youth Services Council requesting funds from The City of Nitro
to help pay their staff person for the coming fiscal year.
Councilman Bailey made a motion that this be placed in the
Finance Committee. Councilman Hughart seconded the motion,
all council voted in favor.
17. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 29,
1979 from Evelyn Shepherd, President of TOPS requesting
permission to use the Nitro Library for their weekly meeting.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer this
request to the Library Committee. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed unanimously.
18. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated-May 18,
1979 from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner, WV Department of
Highways acknowledging Mayor Gibson's letter dated March 30,
1979 requesting that Main Street in Nitro be reinstated into
the West Virginia Department of Highways Road System.
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19. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 22,
1979 from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of The West Virginia
Department of Highways in reference to W. Va. Route 25 at
21st Street, Nitro, Kanawha County.
20.: Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 22,
1979 from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner, West Virginia
Department of Highways in reference to request that the
speed limits be reduced on WVa Route 25 from a point near
the intersection of Lock Street to the intersection with
Kapok Street in Nitro.
MR. KARNES CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN JACK LEGG: no committee reports but
he made a recommendation that the Ordinance Committee check
on the tractor trailers and large trucks parked on city streets,
it seems that they often cause a hazardous situation. He went
on to suggest that the Recreation Committee consider paving
the tennis court at the city park so that area could be used
as a basket ball court. Councilman at Large Legg stated that
he wondered if the surplus equipment the city owns could perhaps
be sold and the money applied to the cost of the tractor the
city is about to purchase.

I

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: no committee reports but he
suggested a change in format of the agenda, items referred
to committees be placed on a section of the agenda and as they
are resolved perhaps they could be marked off. Other
councilmen agreed this would be a good idea.
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen reminded
Council that July 1st would soon be upon us and any line item
changes in the budget will have to be made between now and
July 1st.

I

Don Karnes, City Recorder, stated he was aware of
this. It was decided that a Finance Committee Meeting be
held Tuesday, June 12, at 7:00 p.m.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN: no committee
reports. Dr. Allen reported on a recent meeting of the
West Virginia Municipal League he attended in Wheeling,
West Virginia. Dr. Allen said it appears that most cities
are suffering from financial strains.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart made a
report on a street paving meeting held May 31st by the
Street Committee. It was decided by the committee to go on
with the paving program as presented in 1977 and 1978 with
each ward councilman to withdraw any street that they see a
change in now. It was also decided to advertise the paving
program to the people, letting them know they can either pay
cash or they can pay on terms or a lien can be placed against
their property.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen made a motion
to adjourn. Councilman Bailey seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

I

MAYOR

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JUNE 19, 1979

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on June 19, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack
Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell, Ward I, Councilman Romie Hughart, Ward II, ^Councilman
Dean Miller, Ward III, and Councilman Gus Bailey, Ward IV.
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney, was present.

I

The meeting was called to order by Mayor William Gibson.
The invocation was given by Reverend Robert Blixt, Pastor of
First Baptist Church.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 5, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman Bailey made a motion the June 5,1979 Council
Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart and the motion passed.
PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF 500 BLOCK OF MICHIGAN AVENUE
REQUESTING THAT CURB SIDE MAIL DELIVERY BE ELIMINATED AND ALL
MAIL 'BE DELIVERED TO THEIR HOMES: Councilman Hughart, Chairman
of the Ordinance,Street and Traffic Committee, read a letter
Mr. Bob Brohard, Postmaster of The Nitro Post Office, had sent
to the residents" of the 500 Block of Michigan Avenue, who had
signed the petition (petition is in June 5, 1979 Supplement
File.) The letter to the residents from Mr. Brohard stated
that postal service policy at this time is for all future
delivery to the curb line as you have now. Councilman Hughart
said that Mr. Brohard has agreed to go along with letting
these residents move their boxes into their property areas.
Mr. Hughart said he would follow up and see if the residents
would like to do this. Councilman Miller asked that a copy of
the postal service policy be requested.

I

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER A TRACT OF .861 ACRE TO MONSANTO
COMPANY: Mr.Karnes,City Recorder,stated that he had received
an appraisal figure on the property by telephone, and that the
appraisal figure was less than $1,000. Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen recommended that they wait until next council meeting,
July 3, 1979, to act on the resolution when they would have
the written appraisal.
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REQUEST MADE BY CITIZENS REGARDING MAIL DELIVERY ON
OLD COUNTY ROAD (POSSIBILITY OF MAKING THE ROAD ONE WAY FOR
VEHICULAR TRAFFIC:)After some discussion Councilman Hughart,
Chairman of The Ordinance, Street & Traffic Committee, made a
motion to comply with the conditions set forth in Mr. George
E. Wright's letter of April 24, 1979 (May 1, Supplement File)
addressed to Mayor Gibson, by writing Mr. Wright, MSC Manager/
Postmaster, U. S. Postal Service, Charleston, WV 25301, a
letter of intent. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington, and the motion passed. Councilman Miller
did not vote. Councilman Hughart said he felt that an ordinance
should be passed on one-way streets.

I

BUDGET REVISIONS, FISCAL YEAR 1978-1979: Mr. Karnes, City
Recorder and Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that
council had received a copy of Budget Revisions for Fiscal
Year 1973-1979. THE BUDGET REVISIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1978-1979
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

I

I

161
1978-1979

I

I

Q

10

11
12
13
16
18
21
23
24
25
26
27
29
30
32
33
34
35
37
38
'+6
49
50
53
55
60
60A
61
62
63
64
67
69

EXPENDITURES

ESTIMATED

REVISED

DIFFERENCE

SALARIES - POLICE
NEW EQUIPMENT
GENERAL EXPENSES - POLICE
POLICE PENSION FUND
SALARIES - DISPATCHERS
3 ENSES - FIRE
GENERAL EXPENSES
SALARIES - HEALTH
SALARIES - GARBAGE
GENERAL EX TN?E - GARBAGE
BUILDING MAINTENANCE
REPAIRS TO JAIL
FURNITURE
SUPPLIES
WATER - UTILITY
WATER - UTILITY
ELECTRIC - UTILITY
REPAIRS - TRAFFIC LIGHTS
GAS - UTILITY
TELEPHONE
LEGAL PUBLICATIONS
INSURANCE ON BUILDINGS
MATERIALS - STREET
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION
AuDIT - TAX COMMISSIONER
PARKS
TRAVEL
SOCIAL SECURITY
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE'S RETIREMENT
CONTINGENT EXPENSE
MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
DOG POUND
UNEMPLOYMENT
HEALTH INSURANCE
BUILDING INSPECTION

112,960
3/000
11,000
3,284.
33,795
10,000
2,300
99,170
4,900
4,500

103,960
1,500
27,000
6,284
41,795
8,500
NONE
103,170
6,400
3,200
1,200
4,500
5,600
9,000
1,400
6,100

-9,000
-1,500
+16,000
+3,000
+8,000
-1,500
-2,300
+4,000
+1,500
-1,300
+900
+1,500
+2,600
+500
+300
+2,000
-1,100
+400
+2,000
-600
+10,000
+2,000
-2,000
+1,200
+7,000
-2,000
+5,000
-13,000
-2,800
-1,000
+6,000
-8,000
-23,000
+6,000

NET

i

300
3,000
3,000
8,500 .
1,100 4,100
1,180
2,100
4,000
1,100
18,900
4,900
10,000
1,000
1,000
3,000
30,000
29,000
6,900
1,900
4,300
8,000
43,515
NONE

80
2,500
6,000

500
28,900
6,900
8,000
2,200
8,000
1,000
35,000
16,000
4,100

900
10,300
NONE
20,515
6,000

+10,800
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BECEI_PTS

'

ESTIMATED

REVISED

DIFFERENCE

1

GROSS BALANCE

61,000

24,000

-37,000

3

POLICE FINES

23,000

29,000

+ 6,000

4

CIVIC BENEFITS

30,000

20,000

-10,000

7A

GROSS SALES

191,000

176,000

-15,000

7B

2% UTILITIES

50,000

69,000

+19,000

7E

CONSUMER SALES (LIQUOR)

26,000

18,000

- 8,000

8A

MUNICIPAL SERVICES

216,500

+21,500

8D

RECREATION

6,000

4,000

- 2,000

8F

ACCIDENT REPORTS

500

300

9A

SPECIAL LICENSE

3,000

1,200

- 1,800

9B

GENERAL LICENSE

4,100

4,400

+

10A

BUILDING PERMITS

7,000

13,500

+6,500

11

MISCELLANEOUS

5,500

37,000

+31,500

195,000*'

NET

-

I

200

300
•

+10,800

Mr. Karnes stated there were two or three things he wanted to
clear up.
We have as the very first item on the budget every year,
number one on the revenue side that's called: Gross Balance
Less Orders Outstanding.
I have always been under the impression that this was money
in hands of the sheriff and I find this is somewhat in error.
In FY 1977-1973 we had $78,014, in FY 1978-1979, $61,000.
As near as I can calculate, at the beginning of 1978-1979 we
did not have $61,000; we were in the red to the extent of
$13,000 to $20,000. Which means that to begin this year we
were somewhere in the neighborhood of $80,000 below what our
budget called for.

I
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I

There are several reasons for some of this,
possibly. Partly, The Kanawha County Sheriff's Dept.
does not always send us 100 percent of our levy. Why,
I really don't know, but I do plan to find out.
And I think this figure has mushroomed from one
year to the next year, more or less, we were always
told it was in the hands of the sheriff, only because
we didn't get it.
Not necessarly because we didn't have it coming to us.
Because maybe we do not have it coming to us. I really
don't know. But as a result we started out in the red.
To compound the problem we spent Revenue Sharing
Money through the advice of C. P. A. in order to pay
wages that we didn't have money for in the general
fund, social security payments, workmens compensation,
public employees insurance and firemens call backs, and
several other things were also paid from Revenue Sharing
Funds.

I

However, our collections have been good and I believe we have absorbed in collections about $37,000
of the $61,000 and we paid the rest of it out of revenue
sharing.
I really want to put this in proper prospective, and
I want to start the next year on even key. But, this
leaves us in a position where we need to make these budget
revisions suggested on print out, plus I need to adjust
several line items.in the Revenue Sharing Budget. The money
has already been spent, but I need to transfer ithe revenue
money that we did spend into the line items that it was spent
in order to get our budget totally balanced including our1
revenue sharing.
It't required that we send the state tax department
the budget revisions and at some point
in time we do
have to account for our revenue sharing. But, I would like
to do it all at once and get started off July 1, 1979 on
the right foot. And, in order to do this I need approval
on these revisions and I need approval to make revisions of
approximately' $43,000 of revenue sharing money into
the line items that it was, in fact, spent.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder and Treasurer said he would
answer questions.

I

Councilman Miller said, "You are asking us to adjust the
revenue sharing into certain line items, but before I do
that I would have to know whether or not these line items,
indeed by law can be adjusted into that."
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Mr. Karnes answered, "They qualify, but we just did
not earmark the money for that at the beginning of the
revenue sharing fiscal year."

I

Councilman Miller questioned, "How can we do it now?"
Mr. Karnes said, "The same way we can adjust this
general fund, we can adjust the budget. We do have to send
it in, and get approval."
Councilman Miller asked, "Including the Revenue Sharing
Budget?"
Mr. Karnes answered, "Yes, but there are more stringent
limits on revenue sharing, but they can be adjusted."
Mr. Karnes made a motion to approve the budget revisions
for the General Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 1978 - 1979, and
to make approximately $43,000 in adjustments in the Revenue
Sharing Fund for Fiscal Year 1978 - 1979. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
Councilman Miller said he would still like to know what
line items you are going to adjust for revenue sharing.
Mr. Karnes stated every employee's salary, there were two pay
periods that we did not have the money in the general fund to
pay wages and it was paid out of revenue sharing, workmens
compensation, social security, West Virginia public employees
insurance. He said there was a period we ran into where we
did not have money in the general fund and it was paid out of
revenue sharing.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington questioned what items
were not purchased that were in line for this money.
Mr. Karnes said, "I think over the period of a few
years possibly this "Number One Gross Balance" got so far out
of line that it finally caught up and the city plainly ran
out of money, because that $61,000 that we say is gross balance
less orders outstanding was not there.
Councilman at Large Pennington asked, "Was that July 1,
of last year?"
Mr. Karns said, "Beginning of the fiscal year we are working in now, July 1 of 1978."
Councilman Miller said ".... The auditors haven't
caught it for several years."

I
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I

Mr. Karnes said "I don't know anything about the audits
of past years, but that doesn't mean that I am going to sit
here as city recorder and treasurer and do something that I
know is wrong, just because I may not get caught. But, I'm
just trying to get started July 1, 1979 right. I assure you
we won't have these problems in the future."
Councilman Hughart questioned, "How much do we have
in revenue sharing now?"
Mr. Karnes answered, "Approximately $40,000."
Councilman Hughart asked, "How much will we have
after adjustments?"
Mr. Karnes said, "These adjustments are for money
that has already been spent. It will not change our present
balance."
Councilman Miller said, "I can't understand, obviously
someone knew we were out of money, because they started
writing out of accounts...."

I

Mr. Karnessaid "I'm as guilty as anyone, because I
sat on council since 1976 and approved every statement that
was presented to us without looking as them closely enough.
Had we looked at these statements more closely this problem
would have been detected much sooner."
Councilman Pennington wanted to know how are we
on council to know the statements are not correct when they
come from the recorder's office.
Mr. Karnes said, "I can show you copies of the
statements you have that show these very problems."
Councilman Miller questioned, "Mr. Attorney, can
we write checks on money not appropriated?"
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, answered, "I think as
Don recited there are certain restrictions on utilization
of revenue sharing money, but I'm sure that none of those
restrictions have been violated by the expenditures that
have taken place here before. Is that basically your
position, Don, that the expenditures are permissible under
the revenue sharing rules and regulations?"
Mr. Karnes answered, "As far as I know, all of them
are permissible."

I
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After further discussion Mr. Karnes stated that these
things had been discussed at several committee meetings, but
that it has never been entered officially in any of the
Council Meeting Minutes, and he thought that in his best
interest it should be there.

I

Mayor Gibson said, "We need to deal with facts, and
the facts are we've been using at the start of the year a
prefabricated amount of money, and it's easy to put down
$61,000 or $78,014, but the facts are we've been using and
saying we have money setting up there in the sheriff's office
or down there in Putnam County sheriff's office that just isn't
there...."
After further discussion, Mayor Gibson called for a
vote on the motion made by Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, and the
motion passed. Councilman at Large Pennington and Councilman
Miller voted against.
REPORT ON TRACTOR BIDS: Mr. Karnes, City Recorder
and Chairman of The Finance Committee made a motion to table
this until the second council meeting in July (July 17, 1979)
due to financial circumstances. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed unanimously.
FIRST READING ON A CONTRACTOR'S' LICENSE ORDINANCE:
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick,City Attorney,explained the
proposed ordinance to amend Section 12, Article II of The
Code of The City of Nitro, West Virginia, to create a license
tax to be imposed upon that certain class defined as "contractors,
and this proposed ordinance was discussed by council.
Mr. McCormick stated this was Class I, and would require one
publication after the first reading.

I

The first reading of an ordinance to amend Section 12,
Article II of The Code of The City of Nitro, West Virginia to
create a license Tax to be imposed upon that certain class
defined as "contractors'1

IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

INTRODUCED BY:

"

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 12, ARTICLE II OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, TO CREATE A LICENSE TAX TO BE
IMPOSED UPON THAT CERTAIN CLASS DEFINED AS "CONTRACTORS".

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this ordinance,
Chapter 12 shall be amended to add new section hereinafter designated
30 to provide as follows:
Sec. 12-30 CONTRACTORS:
1.

Except as to those licensed elsewhere by the provisions of

this Code or other ordinances of the City, the initial license fee for

I

any person, firm or corporation engaged generally in the business of
contracting, remodeling, alteration, repair, removal, and demolition of
any type of structure as well as for the business of tree trimming or
surgery doing business within the City shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
All persons, firms, or corporations engaged generally in the business of
contracting, remodeling, alteration, repair, removal and demolition of
any type of structure as well as the business of tree trimming or surgery doing business within the City of Nitro who possesses a valid
license on the effective date of this Ordinance which day is the
of
fee.

day

, 1979, shall not be required to pay said initial license
Any person, firm or corporation who subsequent to the effective

date of this Ordinance begins to engage in any of the aforesaid bus-

I

inesses shall be required to pay said initial license fee.

Any person,

168 firm,

or corporation paying such an initial license fee shall not be

liable during the fiscal year in which said initial license fee is
purchased for an annual license fee as hereinafter provided.
2.

Except as to those licensed elsewhere by the provisions of

I

this Code or other ordinance of the Ci'ty, the annual license fee for any
person, firm or corporation engaged generally in the business of contracting, remodeling, alteration, repair, removal, and demolition of any type
structure as well as for the business of tree trimming or surgery doing
business within the City shall be Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) payable
on

of each year.
3.

For the purpose of interpreting this Ordinance, no person,

firm or corporation engaged generally in the business of contracting,
remodeling, altering or repairing any type of structure and whose contracts are individually in amounts less than the minimum which would be
required by other Sections of this Code to require the issuance of a

H

building permit shall be deemed to be in the business of being a "handy- ™
man" and said person, firm or corporation shall not be required to pay
an initial contractor's fee or an annual license fee.
This Ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th Day of June, 1979, and read and adopted at a regular meeting on
the

day of

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I

I

City Recorder, Don Karnes made a motion that this
ordinance be approved as first reading.
The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hughart and the motion carried.
FIRST READING OF A MUNICIPAL SERVICE ORDINANCE
($2.00 PER MONTH):Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney
explained the proposed ordinance to establish a municipal
service charge for the purpose of fire protection, police
protection, street cleaning, street lighting, street
maintenance, and street improvements within. The City of
Nitro, West Virginia, and providing for the rates of charges
and the collection of such fee.
Mr. McCormick suggested that ambulance service
and recreation be added to the heading of the ordinance, and
that the words clerk and city clerk be changed to read
recorder in the ordinance.

I
THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS

I

170
BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A MUNICIPAL SERVICE CHARGE FOR THE
PURPOSE OF FIRE PROTECTION, POLICE PROTECTION, STREET CLEANING,
STREET LIGHTING, STREET MAINTENANCE, AMBULANCE SERVICE, RECREATION
AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, AND
PROVIDING FOR THE RATES OF CHARGES AND THE COLLECTION OF SUCH FEE.

I

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is empowered by the West Virginia Code,
Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, to impose by ordinance upon the users
of services reasonable rates, fees and charges to be collected in the
manner specified in the ordinance for Municipal services; and
WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, to provide for a reasonable fee to be collected from the
users of police protection,

fire protection, street lighting, street

maintenance, street cleaning, ambulance service, recreation and street
improvements within the City of Nitro, West Virgina;
1.

That Section-1 Imp o sit iron and Rate; collection directed.

a.

There is hereby levied and shall be collected a charge against

I

residential users of Municipal services and business establishments which
use Municipal Services situate within the City of Nitro for essential
Municipal Services, including police protection, fire protection,
street lighting, street maintenance, street cleaning, ambulance service,
recreation and street improvements (excluding sewage and sewage disposal
and the collection and disposal of garbage, refuse, waste, ashes, trash
and other essential Municipal Services).

The charge for such service

shall be at th.e following rates for each single family unit residence,
per unit, and for each multiple-family dwelling or apartment house, per
each residential unit or apartment, whether or not occupied, and for
each business establishment.

I
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1 year

I

3/4 year

18.00

1/2 year

12.00

1/4 year

6.00

1 month
b.

$24.00

*

2.00

The Municipal Recorder shall be charged with the duty of mailing a

statement on a monthly or quarterly basis to each person or business
establishment to be charged with the Municipal fee 'hereby imposed for
the fee due for the preceding month or quarter, as the case may be,
but failure to mail any statement for monthly or quarterly charges shall
not be grounds for avoiding payment. A statement shall be mailed by the
Recorder at least as frequently as once each quarter but, at the discretion of the Recorder, a statement may be mailed each month and any such
statement may be consolidated by the Recorder with statements for other

I

Municipal fees or services due from such person or business establishment.
If a monthly statment is mailed by the Recorder it may be mailed each month

on a date selected by the Recorder but the Recorder shall render the
monthly billing to such person or business establishment in a uniform
manner so that each monthly bill is mailed at intervals of approximately
thirty (30) days after the end of the quarter.
c.

Subject to such reasonable regulations as may be promulgated by

the Municipal Recorder, the record owner of the property upon which a single
family residence is situate shall be presumed to be the user of Municipal
service rendered for the benefit of said property and the record owner
shall be liable to the City of Nitro for said charges; the tenants or
occupants of the residential units

of a multi-family dwelling or apart-

ment house shall be presumed to be the users of such Municipal services

I
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and shall be liable to the City for said charges.

Persons doing business

as partners in a business establishment within the City of Nitro shall
be jointly and severally liable for said charges.

However, in the event

I

that a residential unit of a multi-family dwelling or apartment house
is temporarily unoccupied then and in that event the record owner of
the property upon which said multi-family dwelling or apartment house
is situate shall be presumed to be the user of the residential services
provided to each such unoccupied unit and shall be liable to the City of
Nitro for said charges.

Subject to such reasonable regulations as may

be promulgated by the Municipal Recorder, the record owner of the property upon which such multi-family dwelling or apartment house is situate
shall be charged with the responsibility of collecting in advance, charges
imposed by this Section from tenants or occupants of such dwelling units
or apartments and properly remitting same to the Municipal Recorder and
shall be liable to the City in the amount of said charges for failure to

I

do so or for failure to maintain adequate records from which such
liability may be ascertained.
Section

-2 Report by Municipal Recorder to Council.

The Municipal Recorder shall within sixty (60) days after the end of
each fiscal year report to the City Council a list of all persons and
business establishments who are delinquent in the payment of the Municipal
service fee or any portion thereof for the preceding fiscal year and the
City Council shall by resolution direct the Municipal Recorder and other
Municipal employees to take such action as the Council deems advisable
and necessary in regard to the payment of such delinquent fees.
Section

-3 Provisions Severable.

The provisions of this ordinance shall be construed as severable
and should any section or part thereof be held unconstitutional or for

I
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any reason invalid or unenforceable by a Court of competent jurisdiction
thereto the unaffected portions hereof shall remain valid and shall be

I

given full force and effect.
This Ordinance shall become effective on the

day of

,

1979.
This Ordinance shall be published in accordance with the provisions
of Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia Code.
Any and all Ordinances or administrative regulations inconsistent
with the provisions hereto are hereby repealed at the time hereinabove
specified to the extent necessary to give the provisions of this Ordinance
full force and effect.
This

Ordinance was introduced and read for the first time at a

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 19th day of June, 1979,
and will come up for second reading and adoption at a regular meeting

I

of City Council to be held on the

day of

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

j/fc&a******^-^

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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Mr. McCormick stated that this is a Class II
advertisement, and would require 2 publication.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to approve this
ordinance on first reading. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Pennington, and the motion passed.

I

FIRST READING ON AN ORDINANCE REGARDING A
50 PERCENT SUR-CHARGE ON BUILDING PERMIT FEES; Mr. McCormick
explained the proposed ordinance to establish building permit
fees to be paid for the issuance of building permits, City of
Nitro, West Virginia.
Mr. McCormick said the word Council on the second
page should be corrected. He stated that this was Class I
advertisement, and that one publication was required after
first reading.

I

THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

175
BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO

I

INTRODUCED BY:

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH BUILDING PERMIT FEES TO BE PAID FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS, CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT the following permit fees shall be collected by the Building
Official prior to the issuance of a building permit for any construction
within the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
SCHEDULE OF PERMIT FEES
(a)

Permit Fees
TOTAL VALUATION

I

FEE

$100.00 and less

No fee, unless inspection required, in
which case a $7.50 fee for each inspecion shall be charged.

$101.00 to $2,000.00

$7.50 per thousand or fraction thereof.

$2,001.00 to $15,000.00

$15,00 for the first $2,000.00 plus $4.50
for each additional thousand or fraction
thereof, to and including $15,000.00.

$15,001.00 to $50,000.00

$73.50 for the first $15,000.00 plus
$3.75 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including
$50,000.00.

$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

$204.75 for the first $50,000.00 plus
$3.00 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including
$100,000.00.

$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

$354.75 for the first $100,000.00 plus
$1.87 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including
$500,000.00.

I

$500,001.00 and up

$1,104.75 for the first $500,000.00
plus $1.12 for each additional thousand
or fraction thereof.

176

and a plan is required to be submitted by Section 105.3 of the Southern
*>

Standard Building Code as adopted by the City of Nitro, West Virginia,
a "plan-checking fee" shall be paid to the Building Official at the
time of submitting plans and specifications for checking.

Said plan-

checking fee shall be equal to one-half of the building permit fee as
hereinabove set forth.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th day of June, 1979, and read and adopted at a regular meeting on
the

day of

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

I

_
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DONALD G. KARNES," MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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I

City Recorder Karnes made a motion that this
ordinance be approved as first reading. The motion was seconded
by Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 107.6 OF THE
SOUTHERN STANDARD BUILDING CODE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE
IN SECTION 5-10 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA-Mr. McCormick explained the proposed ordinance
and the proposed ordinance was discussed by council.
Mr. Karnes recommended that in the second paragraph;
the words, and the value certified by the applicant for such
permit equaTs" or exceeds $1,000.0(7^ be deleted. He
recommended that on the second page that the word, Council
be changed to read Mayor or Recorder, that where the word
City Clerk appears the word Recorder should be used instead.
He also requested that in the first paragraph, second line
that Section 4-8 be corrected to read Section 5-10.

I
THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

ORDINANCE NO. 79

I

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 107.6 OF THE SOUTHERN STANDARDS
BUILDING CODE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE IN 'SECTION 5-10 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

NOW, THEREFO'RE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the. effective date of this Ordinance, Article
3, Building Code, Section 5-10 Amendments shall be amended to read as
follows:
In every case where a building permit is required such permit shall
provide that all rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris and
litter shall be disposed of or removed from the premises upon the substantial completion of such work.

"Substantial completion" for the pur-

pose of this ordinance is defined to mean ninety percent of the actual

I

work to be done and performed as contemplated by the valuation set forth
in the building permit.
To secure compliance herewith, such applicant for a building permit
shall post with the building official a cash bond in the form of a
cashier or certified check payable to the City of Nitro in an amount
not greater than ten percent of the amount designated on the building
permit submitted to the building inspector relative to the work to be
performed thereunder, the amount assessed hereunder to be determined
by the reasonable discretion of the building inspector.

I
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I

After the work has been completed and all rubbish, waste materials
and substances, debris and other litter have been satisfactorily disposed
of or removed from the premises, the certified or cashier check shall be
returned to the holder of the permit; however, should the holder of the
permit fail to comply with the provisions hereof and fail to remove all
rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris and other litter so as
to leave the premises clear thereof, then the Mayor or Recorder may,
upon recommendation of the building official order said bond forfeited
and said certified or cashier check cashed by the Municipal Recorder,
and shall direct and order that said premises be cleared of any rubbish,
waste materials and substances, debris or other litter and the cost thereof
to be paid out of such fund so provided. After deducting the cost of any
removal and other expenses related thereto to the City, the remainder of

I

any of the money shall be returned to the holder of the permit.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at the
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the 19th day
of June, 1979, and read and adopted at a regular meeting on the
day of

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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Dr. Allen made a motion that this be approved as
First reading. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cassell and
the motion carried.

I

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 11, SECTION 13
OF THE CITY OF NITRQ, WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED SERVICE
CHARGES IMPOSED; RESIDENCE AND COMMERCIAL RATES;REDUCES
RATES FOR CERTAIN PERSONS; WHEN AND WHERE CHARGES PAYABLE;
MORE SPECIFICALLY TO AMEND THE QUALIFICATION EXEMPTION TO
THOSE PERSONS WHOSE ANNUAL INCOME GROSS IS NOT MORE THAN
$3,600.00 PER YEAR"! Mr. McCormick, City Attorney explained,
and the proposed ordinance was discussed.

I
THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NIT.RO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

INTRODUCED BY:

*

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 11, SECTION 13 OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "SERVICE CHARGES IMPOSED; RESIDENCE AND COMMERCIAL RATES; REDUCES RATES FOR CERTAIN PERSONS; WHEN AND WHERE CHARGES
PAYABLE; MORE SPECIFICALLY TO AMEND THE QUALIFICATION EXEMPTION TO THOSE
PERSONS WHOSE ANNUAL INCOME GROSS IS NOT MORE THAN $3,600. 00 - PER YEAR.
WHEREFORE, be it ordained that Chapter 11, Section 13(b) be amended to
read and be hereafter enforceable as follows:
Such service charge for each owner, tenant or occupant of residential premises shall be the sum of five dollars per month, due and
payable on the last day of each calendar month for which the services
are rendered; provided that any such owner, tenant or occupant of residential premises responsible for such charge, who is retired or over

I

the age of sixty-five years and whose annual gross income is not more
than five thousand dollars, or widow head-of-household whose combined
annual gross income, including all members of such household, does
not exceed five thousand dollars, upon filing the proper affidavit with
the city recorder stating their name, address, age and monthly gross
income, with such other proof as to their total gross income as the
city recorder may require, shall be the sum of three dollars per month,
due and payable on the last day of each calendar month for which the
services are rendered.

I
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This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at the

I

regular meeting of the City Counc.. : of the City of Nitro on the
f

day of-

, 197__^, and read and adopted at a
meeting on the- - _ *

day

WILLIAM D.

DONALD G.

of- -

,1979.

GIBSON, MAYOR

KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I

I
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I

Councilman Legg made a motion to approve this
ordinance on first reading. Dr. Cassell seconded the motion,
and the motion carried.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 107.4 OF THE SOUTHERN
STANDARD BUILDING CODE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE IN SECTION 5-10
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
Mr. McCormick explained the proposed ordinance and the proposed
ordinance was discussed.
It was recommended that on page 2 of the ordinance
that the words Mayor or Recorder be used in place of the
word Council the eighth line down, and that the word Recorder
be used in the ordinance rather than the word City Clerk.

I
THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

I

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 107.4 OF THE SOUTHERN STANDARD
BUILDING CODE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE IN "SECTION 5-10 OF THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this ordinance,
Section 107.4, Subsection C shall be amended to read as follows:
Section 107.4 (c) Demolition of Building:
For the demolition of any building or structure, the fee shall
be $4.00.

Any permit to demolish any building or structure shall provide

that such work shall be completed waste materials and substances, debris,
dirt, and other litter issuance thereof, and shall further provide that

I

all rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris, dirt and other litter
shall be disposed of or removed form the premises and that the premises be
cleared thereof.

To secure compliance with this provision, a bond or

certified check in an amount to be specified by the Building Official
not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) shall be required of the
person requesting the permit to demolish a building or structure.

In

determining the amount of the bond or certified check he shall consider
the location of the premises, the type of the building or structure to
be demolished, the estimated cost of demolishing said building or structure
and all other pertinent facts.

After the work has been completed, and

I
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I

upon certification from the Building Official that all rubbish, waste
materials and substances, debris, dirt and other litter has been satisfactorily disposed of or removed from the premises, and that the premises
are clear thereof, the bond or certified check shall be returned to the
holder of the permit; however, should the holder of the permit fail to
comply with the provisions hereof and fail to remove rubbish, waste
materials and substances, debris, dirt and other litter and fail to
leave the premises clear thereof, then the Mayor or Recorder may, upon
recommendation of the Building Official order said bond forfeited or said
certified check cashed by the Recorder, and shall direct and order that
said premises be cleared of any rubbish, waste materials and substances,
debris, dirt or other litter and shall charge the cost thereof to the
holder of the permit.

After deducting the cost of removal and other

I

expenses to the City, the remainder of the money shall be returned to
the holder of the permit.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at the
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the 19th
day of June, 1979, and read and adopted as a regular
day of

meeting on the

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

/> ^

^

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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City Recorder, Don Karnes made a motion that this
be approved as first reading. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Bailey, and the motion carried.

I

THE FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER
15 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION
15-24 "LEWD AND LASCIVIOUS COHABITATION" BY ENACTING SECTION
15-24A "PEEPING TOMS" THEREBY MAKING IT UNLAWFUL FOR ANY
PERSON TO GO UPON ANY LOT OR PREMISES WITHOUT THE EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED CONSENT OF THE OWNER, OCCUPANT OR PERSON IN CHARGE
THEREOF FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOOKING INTO ANY WINDOW, DOOR OR
OTHER APERTURE OF ANY DWELLING LOCATED THEREON:

I
THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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I

BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

INTRODUCED BY:

-

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 15 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 15-24 "LEWD AND LASCIVIOUS COHABITATION" BY ENACTING SECTION 15-24A "PEEPING TOMS" THEREBY MAKING
IT UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO GO UPON ANY LOT OR PREMISES WITHOUT
THE EXPRESS OR IMPLIED CONSENT OF THE OWNER, OCCUPANT OR PERSON
IN CHARGE THEREOF FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOOKING INTO ANY WINDOW, DOOR
OR OTHER APERTURE OF ANY DWELLING LOCATED THEREON.
NOW THEREFORE, be if ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance, Chapter 15 shall be amended to add new Section hereinafter designated

I

24A to provide as follows:
Sec. 15-24A. Peeping Toms.
It shall be unlawful for any person to go upon any lot or premises without the express or implied consent of the owner, occupant
or person in charge thereof for the purpose of looking into any window, door or other aperture of any dwelling located thereon.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
day of
meeting on the

I

, 1979, and read and adopted at a
day of

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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Councilman Hughart made a motion to approve the
first reading of the ordinance. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed
unanimously.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21
THE CITY OF NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION
AND THEREBY INCREASING THE MONETARY AMOUNT
FROM ?200.00 TO A MAXIMUM DOLLAR AMOUNT OF

OF THE CODE OF
21-20 "PENALTIES"
OF PENALTY OR FINE
$600.00,

IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

I
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I

BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

INTRODUCED BY:

*

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 21-20 "PENALTIES" AND THEREBY INCREASING THE MONETARY AMOUNT OF PENALTY OR FINE FROM $200.00 TO A
MAXIMUM DOLLAR AMOUNT OF $600.00.

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance,
Chapter 21 shall be amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE I.

In General.

Sec. 21-20. Penalties.

I

Every person convicted of a violation of any of the provisions
of this chapter other than those which, if prosecuted for a violation of the Code of West Virginia would constitute a felony, and for
which another penalty is not provided shall, for a first conviction
thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars
or by imprisonment for not more than ten days; for a second such
conviction within one year thereafter such person shall be punished
by a fine of not more than four hundred dollars or by imprisonment
for not more than twenty days or by both such fine and imprisonment;
and upon a third or subsequent conviction such person shall be punished by a fine of not more than six hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than thirty days or both such fine and impris-

I

onment.
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This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on
the

day of
meeting on the

I

, 1979, and read and adopted at a
day of

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I

I
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I

Don Karnes, City Recorder, made a motion to approve
the first reading of the ordinance. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed.

Mayor Gibson read the petition from the people
residing at 1100-1200 block of Main Avenue, Nitro and
surrounding blocks consisting of Walker Street, Benamati,
Martins Court, Reeves Drive, Gravely Drive and Lee Avenue.

THE PETITION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

I
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We the undersigned residence of 1100-1200 block of Main
Avenue, Nitro and surrounding blocks consisting of Walker Street,
Benaneti,' Martins Court, Reeves Drive, Gravely Drive and Lee

I

Avenue feel that a parking hazard and possible traffic congession
will exist at the corner of Main Avenue and Walker Street due to
lack of ample parking facilities at the construction of a five (5)
unit apartnent at 1138 Main Avenue and an eight (8) unit apartment
being built on the corner of 1140 Main Avenue and Walker Street.
We feel this could present an inconvenience to the residence
of said streets and a dangerous situation to walking school children
who must use Walker Street for access to West Sattes Elementary

i
School and same said corner is used for 'the bus stop for the students
of Nitro Junior High and Nitro Senior High students.
Copies of this petition has been sent to the Mayor, Building
Inspector and Councilmen.

(also this petition will be read at the

I

next council meeting on June 19, 1979).

L.

"

I
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After discussion of the petition, Councilman Hughart
referred this petition to The Street and Traffic Committee to
be reported out at the next meeting (July 3). Mr. Hughart
stated to Mrs. Jo Ann Brothers and Mrs. Atkins, who were
present, that he would report back to them.

I

ACTION TO BE TAKEN ON PROPOSED STREET PAVING PROGRAM:
Mr. McCormick,City Attorney,stated that a first reading on
the streets advertised in September, 1978, must be had; and
plans and specifications be available for inspection at City Hall
before advertising for bids. It was decided that Main Avenue
be deleted from the list, pending a decision from the
Department of Highways as to whether they are going to take it
back into the state Highway system.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence:
(This correspondence to be kept in the supplement file to
the minutes.)
1. Councilman Hughart received a letter dated June 11,
1979, in reference to a hazardous traffic and parking problem
which exists on Dogwood Avenue where it intersects Main Avenue.

I

2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 1, 1979
in reference to the Street Paving Program from Appalachian
Engineers, Inc.
3. Mr. Long, Recreation Director, received a letter
from Bill Hyatt, area representative of Word of Life Bible Clubs
in reference to Softball Marathon, Word of Life, Nitro City Park,
June 23, 1979.
4. Mr. Long wrote a letter dated June 6, 1979 in
reply to above letter (to Bill Hyatt).
5. Mayor Gibson received a letter of resignation
dated June 6, 1979 from Wesley C. Hill. His resignation was
effective June 6, 1979
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated May 31, 1979,
from Gary F. Criste, P.E., 13 Barrington Road, in reference to
his concern of the repairs made to the slip area on
Barrington Road.
7. The town of Nitro had received an official order
from The West Virginia Department of Highways in reference to
the 45 miles per hour speed limit on Route 25. Mayor Gibson
stated that the signs were up.

I

195

I

8.

Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 8,

1979 to Mr. Randy Wayne Milara, 115 13th Street, Dunbar,
West Virginia 26064, informing him that his position as
a Patrolman with the Nitro Police Department has been
officially terminated, effective June 8, 1979.
9. Mr. Bob Sergent, Building Inspector had
written a letter to Mr. Jerry Goldberg, dated June 11,
1979 requesting that no excavation of any type be done
until arrangements have been made with his" office.
10. Mayor Gibson had sent a mailgram dated
June 11, 1979 to Perry Estep, 1420 West 14th Street, Nitro.
This was a letter of congratulations for having earned
a draft by the Cincinnati Reds.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

REPORTS.
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER:
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

I

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN HUCHART: Councilman Romie Hughart,
Chairman of The Street Committee, asked that the May 31,
1979 Street Committee Meeting Minutes be made a part of
the Council Meeting Minutes. A Copy of The Street
Committee Meeting Minutes is in the supplement file.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE ALLEN:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey requested
a letter be written to the Kanawha Youth Services Council
in reply to their letter dated May 24, 1979.
Councilman Bailey asked about the barricade on
Kanawha Avenue South off Blackwood Street and the barricade
on Kanawha Avenue South off Spring Street.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

I

no reports.
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Legg, and the motion passed.

I

HAYOR

RECORDER

I

Id

I
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I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JULY 3, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on July 3, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller and Mr. Jeremiah McCormick. City Attorney,
Councilman at Large Pennington and Councilman Gus Bailey were
absent.
Also present were Mr. Carl Ashley, 2610 26th Street,
Mr. Garland Davis, 905 Main Avenue, Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Snyder,
901 Main Avenue, and Mr. Charley Fitzsimmons, 904 Main Avenue.

I

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gibson.
The invocation was given by Reverend Wilbur Turner, Assistant
Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 19, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
CounciIman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the June 19, T9~79
Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER A TRACT OF .861 ACRE TO
MONSANTO COMPANY:

THE RESOLUTION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

1NU .
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jRODUCED

/Don Karnes, Recorder

PASSED

July 3,

1979

BE IT ORJDAINED BY j j l S COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF NITRO, VEST VIRGINIA:

\, by deed dated January

I

31, 1974, Monsanto

Company donated a tract of .861 acre to the City of Nitro;

and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro no longer needs the
aforesaid tract of .861 acre and Monsanto Company desires
to have title conveyed to it;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of
Nitro GRANT and CONVEY all of its right, title and interest
to Monsanto Company-, a Delaware corporation, in a

tract of

land said to contain .861 acre as fully described in a deed

I

from Monsanto Company to the City of Nitro, dated January
31, 1974, of record in the office of the Clerk of the County
Commission of Putnam County, West Virginia, in Deed Book
204, page 427;
That the Mayor of the City of Nitro be and is
hereby authorized and directed to execute a deed conveying
all of the right, title and interest of the City of Nitro
in and to said parcel of land to Monsanto Company; and
That the Recorder of the City of Nitro be and is
hereby authorized and directed to attach and affix the
corporate seal of said City to said deed and deliver said
deed to. Monsanto Company.

RECORDER

I

19.9

I

Mr. Karnes, City Recorder and Chairman of the
Finance Committee, made a motion to approve the Resolution
to transfer a tract of .861 acre to Monsanto Company, and
that Mayor Gibson be authorized to execute a deed conveying
all of the right, title and interest of the City of Nitro
in and to said parcel of land to Monsanto Company. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the
motion passed by unanimous vote. (The appraisal and the
deed of said property is is the supplement file to the
minutes).
SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 15
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 15-24
"LEWD AND LASCIVIOUS COHABITATION" BY ENACTING SECTION 15-24A
"PEEPING TOMS" THEREBY MAKING IT UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO
GO UPON ANY LOT OR PREMISES' WITHOUT THE EXPRESS OR IMPLIED
CONSENT OF THE OWNER, OCCUPANT OR PERSON IN CHARGE THEREOF
FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOOKING INTO ANY WINDOW, DOOR OR OTHER
APERTURE OF ANY DWELLING LOCATED THEREON:
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance,
Street and Traffic Committee made a motion to approve the

I

I

SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS:

200
BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Hughart

I

ORDINANCE NO. 79-2

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 15 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF - NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 15-24 "LEWD AND LASCIVIOUS COHABITATION" BY ENACTING SECTION 15-24A "PEEPING TOMS" THEREBY MAKING
IT UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO GO UPON ANY LOT OR PREMISES WITHOUT
THE EXPRESS OR IMPLIED CONSENT OF THE OWNER, OCCUPANT OR PERSON
IN CHARGE THEREOF FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOOKING INTO ANY WINDOW, DOOR
OR OTHER APERTURE OF ANY DWELLING LOCATED THEREON.
NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance, Chapter 15 shall be amended to add new Section hereinafter designated

I

24A to provide as follows:
Sec. 15-24A. Peeping Toms.
It shall be unlawful for any person to go upon any lot or premises without the express or implied consent of the owner, occupant
or person in charge thereof for the purpose of looking into any window, door or other aperture of any dwelling located thereon.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th day of

June

_, 1979, and read and adopted at a regular

meeting on the 3rd day of

July

, 1979.

WILLIAM D.

GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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I

The motion was seconded b}'' Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
PETITION FROM THE PEOPLE RESIDING AT 1100-1200
BLOCK OF MAIN AVENUE, NITRO AND SURROUNDING" BLOCKS CONSISTING
OF WALKER STREET, BENAMATI , MARTINS COURT, REEVES DRIVE,
GRAVELY DRIVE AND LEE AVENUE, REGARDING A POSSIBLE TRAFFIC
HAZARD AND TRAFFIC CONGESTION: Councilman Hughart , Chairman
of the Ordinance, Street and Traffic Commitee, stated that
he and Councilman Bailey looked at the property in question
and that he had discussed this with Mr. Sergent, Building
Inspector, and that the property owner has met all requirements.
Councilman Hughart said that this situation could
happen elsewhere, and made a motion that the Planning Commission
review the zoning requirements as to setbacks and parking.
The
motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, and the motion passed.

I

LETTER DATED JUNE 11, 1979, IN REFERENCE TO A
HAZARDOUS TRAFFIC PROBLEM WHICH EXISTS ON DOGWOOD STREET
WHERE IT INTERSECTS MAIN AVENUE: (Letter in reference to
this problem is in June 19th supplement file) . After
discussion of this problem Councilman Hughart, Chairman of
the Ordinance, Street and Traffic Committee, made a motion
that a street sign (DOGWOOD STREET) be erected across from
the Natural Resources building (Main Avenue to the railroad)
designating this a public street. The motion was seconded
by City Recorder Karnes and the motion passed.
REQUEST MADE BY MR. CARL ASHLEY, 2610 26th STREET
IN REFERENCE TO LOWERING SIDEWALK DOWN ADJACENT TO CURB LEVEL:
Mr. Romie Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance, Street and
Traffic Committee, introduced Mr.
in
it
it
it

Mr. Ashley stated his position, and stated that
lowering the sidewalk down adjacent to the curb level
would make it easier to get into and out of cars, and
would make it easier to shovel snow, and it would make
more convenient in general for the property owners .

Mayor Gibson stated that for the City of Nitro to
relinquish the 7 feet to the abutting property owners that
the city attorney would have to become involved and advise
us as to the legality. After further discussion Councilman
Hughart made a motion to refer the request to the city attorney
for legal advice. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence;

I

1.

Annual conference,

Municipal League
August 12, 13, 14 at Hunt5_ngton

2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 4,
1979 in reference to a meeting on emergency control plan
from E. W. Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire Department.
3. Mayor Gibson sent a mailgram dated June 18,
1979 to The Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV, Governor,
in reference to The Partnership Grant Funding for the
Nitro maintenance garage.

I

4. Mayor Gibson received a copy of a letter to
Mr. Stephen A. Mallory, Attorney at Law, 339 Twelfth Street,
Dunbar, Wy 25064, dated June 18, 1979 from Thomas T. Kirk,
Vice President, Wildwood Development Corporation, P. 0. Box
3626, Charleston, WV 25335 concerning drainage onto the
property of Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun on Brookhaven Drive, Nitro,
WV.
5. Mayor Gibson received a letter from
Reverend Leroy 0. Beyer, Holy Trinity Parish, 2219 22nd Street
dated June 19, 1979 thanking Mayor Gibson, the City Council,
and the various City Departments for the cooperation they gave
them during the construction of their new church.
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 19.
1979 from Dan E. Warner, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in
reference to Brentwood Road. Mayor Gibson said this would
be referred to the city attorney.
7. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 22,
1979 to Mr. Jeff Herholdt, Director, West Virginia Fuel and
Energy Office, 1262% Greenbrier Street, Charleston, West Virginia
25311,
in reference to the concerns with the recently instituted
gasoline allocation program.

I

8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 22,
1979 to Mr. Robert Brohard, Postmaster, Nitro Post Office,
Nitro, in reference to conditions required for mail delivery
on Old County Road.
9. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 27,
1979 to Mr. John Johnson, Putnam County Supervisor,
West Virginia Department of Highways, Red House, West Virginia
25168, in reference to a request from Mrs. Willaim Saxton,
Nitro Heights, requesting that Mayor Gibson contact the
West Virginia Department of Highways in an effort to get
Nitro Heights road included in the State Road System.
10. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated June 27,
1979, to Mr. C. A. Farley, Maintenance Supervisor, West Virgina
Department of Highways, 1334 Smith Street, Charleston,
West Virginia 25301, in reference to a request from
Mrs. William Saxton, Nitro Heights, requesting that Mayor Gibson
contact the West Virginia Department of Highways in an effort
to get Nitro Heights road included ihtothe State Road System.

I
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11. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
June 27, 1979, to Mrs. Anna Rae Ruckman, 202 Hillside Drive,
Nitro, in reference to vacant land across the street from
Mrs. Ruckman's home.
12. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
June 27, 1979 to Mr. William Wilshire, Assistant Director
of Traffic Engineering, Room A-550, 1900 Washington Street,
East, Charleston, West Virginia 25305, in reference to
numerous complaints from motorists regarding confusion
created by the lack of proper markings in the vicinity of
State Route 25 and Center Street.
13.PETITION - Dated June 28, 1979 from property
owners with lots adjoining Ivy Street, petition City Council
to delete said unimproved Ivy Street from the proposed
paving program.
14. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 20,
1979 from Ackenheil & Associates, 808 Main Avenue, Nitro, in
reference to Landslide Activity Study, Gillispie, Moss, Harman,
and Moody Properties, Blakes Drive and 21st Streets, Nitro Nitro Project No. 79061N. Mayor Gibson said he would refer
this to the city attorney.

i

15. Mayor Gibson received a letter June 29, 1979
from James H. Higman, Colonel, Corps of Engineers, District
Engineer, Department of the Army, Huntington District,
Corps of Engineers, P. 0. Box 2127, Huntington, West Virginia
25721 providing an update of the status of acquisition of
land for the Nitro Park Project proposed in the Winfield
Navigation Pool Master Plan, Kanawha River which has to do
with a possible boat marina.
16. Mayor Gibson, Mr. Long and the People of Nitro
received a letter from Perry Estep. Mr. Estep thanked
Mayor Gibson for the mailgram he received, and he expressed
his love for the City of Nitro and its people.
17. Mayor Gibosn gave each councilman a copy of
the budget pertaining to the Sanitation Board of The City of Nitro,
Budget FY 1979-1980.

i

18. Mayor Gibson received a notice notifying him
that the West Virginia Human Rights Commission will conduct
a hearing on August 6 and August 7, 1979 at 9:00 a.m. in
City Council Chambers, City Hall,Charleston, West Virginia
on the contested case: Dorothy Cline, Complainant, VS
City of Nitro, Nitro Police Civil Service Board, Nitro City
Police Department, Docket No. ES-220-77 Amended.
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19. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 6,
1979 to property owners on Main Avenue, Nitro updating the
citizens residing on Main Avenue in reference to the
City of Nitro requesting that the West Virginia Department
of Highways re-instate Main Avenue back in the West Virginis
Highway system.

I

Attached: copy of a letter he received from
Mr. Charles L. Miller, Commissioner, and also, a copy of a
mailgram directed to Mr. James R. Campbell, District 1 Engineer
dated July 2, 1979.

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER: no reports.
Mr~Karnes made a motion that there be no second
reading on the proposed ordinance to amend Section 107.4 of
The Southern Standard Building Code which has to do with
demolition of buildings.The motion was seconded by
Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: no reports, Mr. Hughart announced
a Street Committee Meeting to be held after council meeting.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

no reports.

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Legg, and the
motion passed.

MAYOR

RECORDER

Id

I
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I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JULY 17, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on July 17, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller,
Councilman Gus Bailey, and Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor William
Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend James Arbogast,
Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF JULY 3, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion the July 3,1979,
Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed.
REPORT ON TRACTOR BIDS, TABLED UNTIL 7-17-79:
Don Karnes, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, made a motion that the buying of a tractor be
postponed, at least until next year. He stated that the
reason for this was because of financial conditions. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion
passed unanimously.
SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 12,
ARTICLE II OF THE CODE OF CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA TO
CREATE A LICENSE TAX TO BE IMPOSED UPON THAT CERTAIN CLASS
DEFINED AS "CONTRACTORS":Councilman Hughart read the
second reading of the ordinance and passed out copies of
the entire ordinance to those present.
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance,
Street and Traffic Committee made a motion to approve the
SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Romie Hughart

ORDINANCE NO. 79-3

I

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 12, ARTICLE II OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, TO CREATE A LICENSE TAX TO BE
IMPOSED UPON THAT CERTAIN CLASS DEFINED AS "CONTRACTORS1.1.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this ordinance,
Chapter 12 shall be amended to add new section hereinafter designated
30 to provide as follows:
Sec. 12-30 CONTRACTORS:
1.

Except as to those licensed elsewhere by the provisions of

this Code or other ordinances of the City, the initial license fee for
any person, firm or corporation engaged generally in the business of
contracting, remodeling, alteration, repair, removal, and demolition of

I

any type of structure as well as for the business of tree trimming or
surgery doing business within the City shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
All persons, firms, or corporations engaged generally in the business of
contracting, remodeling, alteration, repair, removal and demolition of
any type of structure as well as the business of tree trimming or surgery doing business within the City of Nitro who possesses a valid
license on the effective date of this Ordinance which day is the 17th day
of

July

, 1979, shall not be required to pay said initial license

fee.

Any person, firm or corporation who subsequent to the effective

date of this Ordinance begins to engage in any of the aforesaid businesses shall be required to pay said initial license fee.

Any person,

I
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firm, or corporation paying such an initial license fee shall not be
liable during the fiscal year in which said initial license fee is

I

purchased for an annual license fee as hereinafter provided.
2.

Except as to those licensed elsewhere by the provisions of

this Code or other ordinance of the City, the annual license fee for any
person, firm or corporation engaged generally in the business of contracting, remodeling, alteration, repair, removal, and demolition of any type
structure as well as for the business of tree trimming or surgery doing
business within the City shall be Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) payable
on

July 1st
3.

of each year.
For the purpose of interpreting this Ordinance, no person,

firm or corporation engaged generally in the business of contracting,
remodeling, altering or repairing any type of structure and whose contracts are individually in amounts less than the minimum which would i>e
required by other Sections of this Code to require the issuance -of a

I

building permit shall be deemed to be in the business of being a "handyman" and said person, firm or corporation shall not be required to pay
an initial contractor's fee or an annual license fee.
This Ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th Day of June, 1979, and read and adopted at a regular meeting on
the

17th day of

July

,, 1979.

D 7 G I B S O N , MAYOR

S\*itS2.

I

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed unanimously.

I

SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A
MUNICIPAL SERVICE CHARGE FOR THE PURPOSE OF FIRE PROTECTION,
POLICE PROTECTION, STREET CLEANING, STREET LIGHTING, STREET
MAINTENANCE, AMBULANCE SERVICE, RECREATION AND STREET
IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA~AND
PROVIDING FOR THE RATES OF CHARGES AND THE COLLECTION OF
SUCH FEE:Councilman Hughart,Chairman of the Ordinance,
Street and Traffic Committee made a motion to approve the

SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Romie Hughart

I

ORDINANCE NO. 79-4

AN ORDINA^.T TO ESTABLISH A MUNICIPAL SERVICE CHARGE FOR THE
PURPOSE OF FIRE PROTECTION, POLICE PROTECTION, STREET CLEANING,
STREET LIGHTING, STREET MAINTENANCE, AMBULANCE SERVICE, RECREATION
AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, AND
PROVIDING FOR THE RATES OF CHARGES AND THE COLLECTION OF SUCH FEE.

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is empowered by the West Virginia Code,
Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13, to impose by ordinance upon the users
of services reasonable rates, fees and charges to be collected in the
manner specified in the ordinance for Municipal services; and
WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, to provide for a reasonable fee to be collected from the
users of police protection,

fire protection, street lighting, street

maintenance," street cleaning, ambulance service, recreation and street
improvements within the City of Nitro, West Virgina;

I

1.

That Section-1Impositron and Rate; collection directed.

a.

There is hereby levied and shall be collected a charge against

residential users of Municipal services and business establishments which
use Municipal Services situate within the City of Nitro for essential
Municipal Services, including police protection, fire protection,
street lighting, street maintenance, street cleaning, ambulance service,
recreation and street improvements (excluding sewage and sewage disposal
and the collection and disposal of garbage, refuse, waste, ashes, trash
and other essential Municipal Services).

The charge for such service

shall be at the following rates for each single family unit residence,
per unit, and for each multiple-family dwelling or apartment house, per
each residential unit or apartment, whether or not occupied, and for

I

each business establishment.

91 0

^-LU

1 year

b.

$24.00

3/4 year

18.00

1/2 year

12.00

1/4 year

6.00

1 month

2.00

I

The Municipal Recorder shall be charged with the duty of mailing a

statement on a monthly or quarterly basis to each person or business
establishment to be charged with the Municipal fee "hereby imposed for
the fee due for the preceding month or quarter, as the case may be,
but failure to mail any statement for monthly or quarterly charges shall
not be grounds for avoiding payment. A statement shall be mailed by the
Recorder at least as frequently as once each quarter but, at the discretion of the Recorder, a statement may be mailed each month and any such
statement may be consolidated by the Recorder with statements for other
Municipal fees or services due from such person or business establishmei

I

If a monthly statment is mailed by the Recorder it may be mailed each mor
)
"
•
on a date selected by the Recorder but the Recorder shall render the
monthly billing to such person or business establishment in a uniform
manner so that each monthly bill is mailed at intervals of approximately
thirty (30) days a'fter the end of the quarter.
c.

Subject to such reasonable regulations as may be promulgated by

the Municipal Recorder, the record owner of the property upon which a singl
family residence is situate shall be presumed to be the user of Municipal
service rendered for the benefit of said property and the record owner
shall be liable to the City of Nitro for said charges; the tenants or
occupants of the residential units

of a multi-family dwelling or apart-

ment house shall be presumed to be the users of such Municipal services

I
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and shall be liable to the City for said charges.

Persons doing business

aj partners in a business establishment within the City of Nitro shall

I

Le jointly and severally liable for said charges.

However, in the event

that a residential unit of a multi-family dwelling or apartment house
is temporarily unoccupied then and in that event the record owner of
the property upon which said multi-family dwelling or apartment house
is situate shall be presumed to be the user of the residential services
provided to each such unoccupied unit and shall be liable to the City of
Nitro for said charges.

Subject to such reasonable regulations as may

be promulgated by the Municipal Recorder, the record owner of the pro-

perty upon which such multi-family dwelling or apartment house is situate

shall be charged with the responsibility of collecting in advance, charge;
imposed by this Section from tenants or occupants of such dwelling units
or apartments and properly remitting same to the Municipal Recorder and

I

shall be liable to the City in the amount of said charges for failure to
do so or for failure to maintain adequate records from which such
liability may be ascertained.
Section

_-2 Report by Municipal Recorder to Council.

The Municipal Recorder shall within sixty (60) days after the end of
each fiscal year report to the City Council a list of all persons and

business establishments who are delinquent in the payment of the Municipa
service fee or any portion thereof for the preceding fiscal year and the
City Council shall by resolution direct the Municipal Recorder and other
Municipal employees to take such action as the Council deems advisable
and necessary in regard to the payment of such delinquent fees..
Section

I

-3 Provisions Severable.

The provisions of this ordinance shall be construed as severable
and should any section or part thereof be held unconstitutional or for

212

any reason invalid or unenforceable by a Court of competent jurisdictior
thereto the unaffected portions hereof shall remain valid and shall be
given full force and effect.
This Ordinance shall become effective on the 17th

I

day of July

1979.
This Ordinance shall be published in accordance with the provisions
of Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 13 of the West Virginia"Code.
Any and all Ordinances or administrative regulations inconsistent
with the provisions hereto are hereby repealed at the time hereinabove
specified to the extent necessary to give the provisions of this Ordinan
full force and effect.
This

Ordinance was introduced and read for the first time at a

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 19th day of June, 1979,
and will come up for second reading and adoption at a regular meeting
of City Council to be held on the ].7thT day °f July

. 1979.

I

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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I

The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion passed unanimously.

SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH PERMIT
FEES TO BE PAID FOR ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS, CITY OF
NITRO, WEST VIRGINTAlCouncilman Hughart, Chairman of the
Ordinance,Street and Traffic Committee made a motion
to approve the

SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS
FOLLOWS:

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO
INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Romie Hughart

ORDINANCE NO. 79-5

I

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH BUILDING PERMIT FEES TO BE PAID FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS, CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT the following permit fees shall be collected by the Building
Official prior to the issuance of a building permit for any construction
within the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
SCHEDULE'OF PERMIT FEES
(a)

Permit Fees
TOTAL VALUATION

FEE

$100.00 and less

No fee, unless inspection required, i
which case a $7.50 fee. for each inspe
ion shall be charged.

$101.00 to $2,000.00

$7.50 per thousand or fraction thereof.

$2,001.00 to $15,000.00

$15,00 for the first $2,000.00 plus $4.50
for'each additional thousand or fraction
thereof, to and including $15,000.00.

$15,001.00 to $50,000.00

$73.50 for the first $15,000.00 plus
$3.75 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including
$50,000.00.

$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

$204.75 for the first $50,000.00 plus
$3.00 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including
$100,000.00.

$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

$354.75 for the first $100,000.00 plus
$1.87 for each additional thousand or
fraction thereof, to and including
$500,000.00.

$500,001.00 and up

$1,104.75 for the first $500,000.00
plus $1.12 for each additional thousan]
or fraction thereof.

I

I
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I

(b)

When the valuation of the prop-..-:--.-d construction exceeds $1,000.00

and a plan is required to be submitted by Section 105.3 of the Southern
Standard Building Code as adopted by the City of Nitro, West Virginia,
a "plan-checking fee" shall be paid to the Building Official at the
time of submitting plans and specifications for checking.

Said plan-

checking fee shall be equal to one-half of the building permit fee as
hereinabove set forth.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th day of June, 1979., and read and adopted at a regular meeting on
the

I

17th day of

July

1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, City Recorder,
and the motion passed.

I

SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 107.6 OF
THE SOUTHERN STANDARDS BUILDING CODE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE
IN SECTION 5-10 OF~THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:Councilman Hughart made a motion to
approve the

SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS
FOLLOWS:

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Romie Hughart

ORDINANCE NO. 79-6

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 107.6 OF THE SOUTHERN STANDARDS
BUILDING CODE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE IN SECTION 5-10 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance, Article
3, Building Code, Section 5-10 Amendments shall be amended to read as
follows:
In every case where a building permit is required such permit shall
provide that all rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris and
litter shall be disposed of or removed from the premises upon the sub-

I

stantial completion of such work.

"Substantial completion" for the pur-

pose of this ordinance is defined to mean ninety percent of the actual
work to be done and performed as contemplated by the valuation set forth
in the building permit.
To secure compliance herewith., such applicant for a building permit
shall post with the building official a cash bond in the form of a
cashier or certified check payable to the City of Nitro in an amount
not greater than ten percent of the amount designated on the building
permit submitted to the building inspector relative to the work to be
performed thereunder, the amount assessed hereunder to be determined
by the reasonable discretion of the building inspector.

I
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After the work ? - been completed and all rubbish, waste materials
and substances, debris and other litter have been satisfactorily disposf
)S^B
of or removed from the premises, the certified or cashier check shall be
returned to the holder of the permit; however, should the holder of the
permit fail to comply with the provisions hereof and fail to. remove all
rubbish, waste materials and substances, debris and other litter so as
to leave the premises clear thereof, then the Mayor or Recorder may,
upon recommendation of the building official order said bond forfeited
and said certified or cashier check cashed by the Municipal Recorder,
and shall direct and order that said premises be cleared of any rubbish,

waste materials and substances, debris or other litter and the cost thereof
to be paid out of such fund so provided.

After deducting the cost of any

removal and other expenses related thereto to the City, the remainder ofj

I

any of the money shall be returned to the holder of the permit.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at the

regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the 19th day
of June, 1979, and read and adopted at a regular meeting on the
day of

July

17th

_, 1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. TCARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I
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I

The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller,
and the motion passed.

SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 11.
SECTION 13 OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA ENTITLED
"SERVICE CHARGES" IMPOSED; RESIDENCE AND COMMERCIAL RATES;
REDUCES RATES FOR CERTAIN PERSONS; WHEN AND WHERE CHARGES
PAYABLE; MORE SPECIFICALLY TO AMEND THE QUALIFICATION
EXEMPTION TO THOSE PERSONS WHOSE ANNUAL INCOME GROSS IS
NOT MORE THAN ?3,600 PER YEAR: Councilman Hughart. Chairman
of the Ordinance, Street and Traffic Committee made a
motion to approve the

SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS
FOLLOWS:

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NIT.RO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 11, SECTION 13 OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "SERVICE CHARGES"IMPOSED; RESIDENCE AND COMMERCIAL RATES; REDUCES RATES' FOR CERTAIN P.ERSONS; WHEN AND WHERE CHARGES
PAYABLE; MORE SPECIFICALLY TO AMEND THE QUALIFICATION EXEMPTION TO THOSE
PERSONS WHO_SE_ANNUAL INCOME^GF.OSS IS NOT^MORE THAN $3,600'.GO -PER YEAR. __
WHEREFORE, be it ordained that Chapter 11, Section 13 (t>) be amended to
read and be hereafter enforceable as follows:

.

Such service charge for each owner, tenant or occupant of resiv
dential premises shall be the sum of five dollars per month, due and
payable on the last day of each calendar month for which the services
are rendered; provided that any such owner, tenant or occupant of residential premises responsible for such charge, who is retired or over

I

the age of sixty-five years and whose annual gross income is not more
than five thousand dollars, or widow head-of-household whose combined
annual gross income, including all members of such household, does

not exceed five thousand dollars, upon filing the proper affidavit with
the city recorder stating their name, address, age and monthly gross
income, with such other proof as to their total gross income as the
city recorder may require, shall be the sum of three dollars per month,
due and payable on the last day of each calendar month for which the
services are rendered.

I
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This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at the

I

reaui...:" meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19 th

day of -

regular_

_

June_

t 197*__,

an<^

read and adopted at a

meeting on the- - 17th day of- -

July_

^—_ , 1979,

N", MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES/ MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I

I
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and
the motion passed.

I

SECOND READING, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 21-20
"PENALTIES" AND THEREBY INCREASING A MONETARY AMOUNT OF PENALTY
OR FINE FROM $200.00 TO THE MAXIMUM DOLLAR AMOUNT OF ?600.00:
Councilman Hughart made a motion to approve the

SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Romie Hughart

ORDINANCE NO. 79-8

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21 OF THE CODE OF THE .CITY OF
NITRO AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 21-20 "PENALTIES" AND THEREBY INCREASING THE MONETARY AMOUNT OF PENALTY OR FINE FROM $200.00 TO A
MAXIMUM DOLLAR AMOUNT OF $600.00.

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance,
Chapter 21 shall be amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE I.

In General.

Sec. 21-20. Penalties.

I

Every person convicted of a violation of any of the provisions
of this chapter other than those which, if prosecuted for a violation of the Code of West Virginia would constitute a felony, and for
which another penalty is not provided shall, for a first conviction
thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars
or by imprisonment for not more than ten days; for a second such
conviction within one year thereafter such person shall be punished
by a fine of not more than four hundred dollars or by imprisonment
for not more than twenty days or by both such fine and imprisonment;
and upon a third or subsequent conviction such person shall be punished by a fine of not more than six hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than thirty days or both such fine and impris-

I

onment.
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IBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL

RECORDER
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The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Pennington, and the motion passed,
Mr. Karnes stated these Ordinances have been
properly advertised, and the certified advertisements of
the Ordinances will be in the supplement file to the
minutes.
REPORT ON MEETING OF JULY 7. 1979 WITH CARL SEXAUER,
HUNTINGTON DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS (ACQUISITION OF LAND
FOR BOAT MARINA)": Councilman at Large Pennington stated
that we did ask the Corps of Engineers to go ahead and get
the property on Main Avenue reappraised and reevaluation
of the proposal to build the boat dock and the other
facilities that had been planned. He said the cost will
be more than it was two years ago.
After they appraise this property the federal
government will give 50 percent toward the project, and the
appraisal price will be considered toward the City of Nitro's
50 percent.
Councilman at Large Pennington said there were
three methods of paying for the project:

I

1.

pay at time of contract,

2.

pay when project is completed, and

3.

stretch it out over a 50 year period, and
pay the interest that the government sets
at that time.

Mr. Pennington stated that they will not utilize
the brick building on the property, that it was not a part
of the project.

Mayor Gibson asks council's approval to reappoint
some of the members on the Housing Authority Commission.
Mayor Gibson's recommendations to reappoint members on the
Housing Authority Commission are as follows:
Reverend James Arbogast, 1813 18th Street, Nitro,
for a 1 year term,

I

Gene Burdette, 401 Kanawha Avenue, Nitro,
for a 2 year period,
Russell Casto, Jr. 87 N. 21st Street, Nitro,
for a 3 year period, and
Garnet Galloway, 2 Blakes Creek Road, Nitro,
for a 4 year period.

t—t L-i \J

Mayor Gibson said another appointment would be
forthcoming, and he felt that perhaps a senior citizen
should be appointed.

I

Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, recommended that
there be a reaffirmation of the need for a Housing Authority
in the City of Nitro because the Housing Authority has gone
dormant the past 5 years.

Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that the
RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE NEED FOR THE CREATION OF A
HOUSING AUTHORITY IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA,
passed June 4, 1974 (Record of Council Minutes-Book Number 13)
be reaffirmed.
AND, THE RESOLUTION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

I
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RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE NEED FOR
THE CREATION OF A HOUSING AUTHORITY IN THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, there exists in the City of Nitro, West Virginia

insanitary

and/or unsafe dwelling accommodations and persons of low income are forced
to reside in such insanitary and/or unsafe accommodations; and in the
City of Nitro there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations available at rents which persons of low income can afford and
such persons are forced to occupy overcrowded and congested dwelling
accommodations; and the aforesaid conditions cause an increase in and
spread of disease and crime and constitute a menace to the health,
safety, morals and welfare of the residents of the City of Nitro and
impair economic values; and those conditions necessitate excessive and

I

disproportionate expenditures of public funds for crime prevention and
punishment, public health and safety, fire and accident protection, and
other public services and facilities; and
WHEREAS, these slum areas in the City of Nitro cannot be cleared,
nor can the shortage of safe and sanitary dwellings for persons of low
income be relieved, through the operation of private enterprise, and
the construction of housing projects for persons of low income would
therefore not be competitive with private enterprise; and
WHEREAS, the clearance, replanning and reconstruction of the areas
in which insanitary or unsafe housing conditions exist and the providing
of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations by any public body for
persons of low income are public uses and purposes for which public
money may be spent and private property acquired are governmental

I

functions and
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WHEREAS, it is in the public interest that work on projects for
such purposes be commenced as soon as possible in order to relieve
unemployment; and

i

WHEREAS, in order to protect the health, safety, morals and
welfare of the public it is necessary in the public interest to
provide for the creation of a public corporate body in the City of Nitro
to be known as the Housing Authority of the City of Nitro to engage in
low-cost housing and slum clearance projects pursuant to the provisions
of Chapter 16, Article 15, Section 3, of the West Virginia Code;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA:
Section 1.

It is hereby found and determined that insanitary and

unsafe inhabited dwelling accommodations exist in the City of Nitro,
West Virginia.
SECTION 2.

It is hereby found and determined that there is a

I

shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations in the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, available to families of low income at rentals they can
afford.
SECTION 3,

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 16, Article 15,

Section 3, of the West Virginia Code, it is hereby found, and declared
and determined that there is a need for the creation of a public body
corporate in the City of Nitro to be known as the Housing Authority of
the City of Nitro.
SECTION 4.

The Clerk be, and he hereby is, authorized and

directed to promptly notify the Mayor of the adoption of this resolution.

MAYOR

RECORDER
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart,
and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
approve the reappointment of Reverend James Arbogast for
a one year term on the Housing Authority Commission. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and the motion
passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
approve the reappointment of Gene Burdette for a 2 year
period on the Housing Authority Commission. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion to
approve the reappointment of Russell Gasto, Jr. for a
3 year period on the Housing Authority Commission. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to approve the
reappointment of Garnet Galloway for a 4 year period on
the Housing Authority Commission. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller, and the motion passed unanimously.

I
Mayor Gibson stated that Mr. Karnes, City Recorder,
and he had met with the plant manager at Monsanto Company,
Mr. Royce Scott, and was given a booklet on the Monsanto
Fund which was established March 9, 1964. Mayor Gibson
said they were particularly interested in day care centers,
youth support, health and welfare systems, and specific
community needs, and that in 1978 Monsanto Fund contributed
$157,000 to civic and community needs.
Mayor Gibson requested that council come up with
projects they are interested in, and establish them in
priority order.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence (Supplement File to the Council Meeting
Minutes):

I

1. Nitro Lions Little League Minutes, June 23,
1979, 10:00 a.m.
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2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated June 29,
1979 from Robert E. Kittle, Superintendent of Kanawha County
Schools in reference to the Board of Education "Policy on
Loitering" on school properties.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 2,
1979 from Robert A. Durbin, Technical Assistant, Fuel and
Energy Office, Governor's Office of Economic and Community
Development, in reference to the City of Nitro's need for
additional fuel.
4. Mayor Gibson had written a letter to the property
owners on Main Avenue, Nitro to update the citizens residing
on Main Avenue in reference to the City of Nitro requesting
that the West Virginia Department of Highways reinstate
Main Avenue back into the West Virginia Highway system.
Mayor Gibson said that he had received a phone call
from a person working for the Department of Highways, who
said the prospects look good that they would go along with
the request that Main Avenue be reinstated back into the
West Virginia Highway system, and also, that Bailes Drive
was seriously being considered for the same.
5. City Council received a letter dated July 10,
1979, from residents of the 200 and 300 block of Dupont Avenue
requesting permission to block off the street for a block
party on July 19, 1979 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

I

Councilman Hughart made a motion to grant the request,
and that the city do whatever necessary to properly block off
the area. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey.
After some discussion Mayor Gibson called for a
vote, and the motion passed. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
voted against.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey introduced
Mr. J. Kent Poff, 301 Frederick Street, Nitro. Mr. Poff
passed out to council a copy of the letter he had written to
Nitro City Council (Copy of Mr. Poff's letter, and copies of
the letter which were signed by other residents who reside
on Frederick Street is in supplement file to the minutes.)
Mr. Poff stated his position, and suggested that
the area which was graded be paved or the area in question
be sewed in grass to keep down the dust, and eliminate the mud.

I
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It was decided that various city officials would
meet on Frederick Street Wednesday morning (July 18) at
10:30 to investigate the complaint, and The Street and
Traffic Committee would prepare a report for the next
council meeting of August 7, 1979.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PR ALLEN; Dr. Allen referred
to information and guidelines he had given council on
applications for financial assistance through the Appalachian
Regional Commission, and also, on the Partnership Grant
Program.
Dr. Allen asked that council give their recommendations
to The Finance Committee.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: Councilman Hughart moved to
advertise for bids for the paving of Holly Street and
Sattes Circle. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed.

I

Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee, stated that streets the citizens did
not want paved were being deleted from the list. He said
that Main Avenue is being deleted from the list until the
West Virginia Department of Highways rules on the city's
request.
Councilman Hughart proposed that the public be
informed in the form of an advertisement of the street
planning, along with an explanation advising them in
detail regarding payment plan (based on 1971 Paving Program)
and other pertinent information.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to accept
Councilman Hughart's proposal. The motion was seconded by
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER:

no reports.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cassell,
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINA
AUGUST 7, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 7, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Jack Legg,
Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, and Councilman Dean Miller were absent. Also
present was Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Wilber Turner, Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF JULY 17, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of
the July 17, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes in the mail for
their review. Councilman Bailey made a motion the minutes
be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed.
REQUEST FOR STREET LIGHT ON THIRD AVENUE BETWEEN
27TH STREET AND 29TH STREET ON THIRD AVENUE;Councilman Bailey,
a member of the Street Light Committee,stated the light would
require moving an existing pole or setting a new pole, and
moved the request be granted. The motion was seconded by
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, and the motion passed.

*
**

•
•
™
* CORRECTIONS
8-21-79
**

PEQUEST TO HAVE CURB PAINTED AND NO PARKING SIGN
ON REEVES DRIVE:Councilman Bailey, Councilman for Ward IV.
made a motion the curb be painted yellow on the left as you
enter Reeves Drive for approximately 25 feet, and that a
NO PARKING sign be erected at the center of the outer edge
of the cul-de-sac. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
RESOLUTION, REINSTATEMENT OF ALTERNATE ROUTE
WEST VIRGINIA NO 25 AND INCLUSION OF BAILES ROAD IN THE
NITRO HEIGHTS AREA IN THE STATE ROAD SYSTEM:Mayor Gibson
stated that the resolution was requested by the West Virginia
Department of Highways. Councilman Hughart made a motion to
approve the resolution.
DELETE FOR APPROXIMATELY 25 FEEf. INSERT:
THE CURB WILL BE PAINTED WILL DEPEND ON
DELETE: NO PARKING SIGN BE ERECTED AT THE
CUL-DE-SAC. INSERT; NO PARKING IN THE

AND THE NUMBER OF FEET FOR WHICH
WHAT IT STATES IN OUR CODE BOOK.
CENTER OF THE OUTER EDGE OF THE
TURNAROUND ONLY SIGN BE ERECTED.
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THE RESOLUTION IS AS FOLLOWS;

R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, the common Council of the City of Nitro, Putnam and

'"

I

Kanawha Counties, West Virginia, has received a petition executed by
approxiniantely two hundred (200)

property owners.

WHEREAS, alternate Route West Virginia No. 25 and Bailes Drive,
commonly known as Nitro Heights Road was constructed many years ago to
foster and promote business, trade and commerce; to stimulate growth,
progress and prosperity, plus speedy access, to generate cooperation
activity for the benefit, welfare and economy of the citizens, residents,
homeowners and taxpayers of the City of Nitro and its adjacent communities
and neighbors in Kanawha and Putnam Counties.
WHEREAS, the citizens and economic commerce, progress, and
prosperity is highly dependent in a large and substantial measure upon the
use of alternate Route West Virginia No. 25 and Bailes Drive, commonly
known as Nitro Heights Road, for the purpose of attending the church of
their choice, banking, shopping, and transportation to and from their place
of employment and numerous other reasons.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the
City of Nitro hereby goes on record that it would be a prudent decision,
fitting and proper that this governing body express its concern for wanting these important roadways of transportation included in the
West Virginia state road system.
FURTHER, upon adoption the City Recorder is instructed to
communicate a copy of this resolution to Mr. Charles Miller, West Virginia
State Road Commissioner and request his full cooperation in regard to
reinstatement of alternate Route West Virginia No. 25 and inclusion of
Bailes Road In the Nitro Heights area in the state road system.
ADOPTED: August 7, 1979
CITY OF NITRO
CITY HALL
WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR
N'lTRO, WEST VIRGINIA
.^
AS ^^_^
DONTKARNES, CITY-RECORDER"

*

I
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the
motion passed.
REQUEST BY UNITED WAY TO CONDUCT A CAMPAIGN WITHIN
THE CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Gibson stated that he had attended
a meeting at South Charleston in reference to this, and the
campaign would begin September 11, 1979 and end approximately
December 1, 1979. Mr. Karnes, City Recorder made a motion to
grant the request. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
MONSANTO FUND PRIORTITY LIST (SPECIFIC COMMUNITY
NEEDS): Mayor Gibson said this would be tabled till next council
meeting, August 21, 1979. However, several thing were discussed.
Councilman Hughart suggested acquiring property at Bank Street,
and the triangle at Eighth Street for the purpose of providing
additional parking for the business district.
Mayor Gibson suggested a second story addition to
the building at 22nd Street and Second Avenue.
Councilman Bailey suggested a playground for the
children in Ward IV.

I

PERMISSION FOR NITRO MIDGET FOOTBALL TO USE THE
CITY PARK FOR PRACTICES COMMENCING AUGUST 1, 1979:Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder, made a motion to give permission for the Nitro
Midget Football to use the city park. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.
PETITION IN REFERENCE TO REPAYING MAIN AVENUE:
CounciIman Hughart, Chairman of the Street and Traffic
Committee, read the petition (Petition is in the supplement
file to the minutes) which petitioned the City of Nitro that
the pavement and maintenance of Main Avenue be at public
expense and not at the expense of the undersigned. Councilman
Hughart stated the petition had approximately 175 signatures.
Councilman Hughart referred the petition to the Street
Committee for future reference pertaining to the pavement
of Main Avenue, and he stated that Main Avenue had been
deleted form the list.
Mayor Gibson stated that a letter would be sent
acknowledging receipt of the petition along with a copy of
a letter dated July 17, 1979 from the West Virginia
Department of Highways which was sent to Mayor William D. Gibson.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence
(Correspondence is in Supplement File to the Council Meeting
Minutes):
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1. Nitro Lions Little League Minutes, July 9,
1979, 7:30 p.m.
2. Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of July 12,
1979, Minutes.

I

Councilman Hughart referred to Case No. 2 of the
July 12, 1979 Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals and
made a motion to refer these minutes to the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and
the motion passed.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 16,
1979 from J. H. Hildenbiddle, Jr. Executive Representative,
Government Affairs, Conrail in reference to Conrail policeman's
position.
4. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 17,
1979 to Mr. Harry Russell, Chairman of the Zoning Board of
Appeals, in reference to Preferred Homes and Investments, Inc.
application for building a 14 unit multi-dwelling structure
upon a parcel of real estate situated between Route 25 and
Hillside Drive.
5. Copy of an ordinance the City of South Charleston
passed July 19, 1979 in reference to the charges should the
city employees cut grass, weeds, briers and other growth.
6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 19,
1979 from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of the West Virginia
Department of Highways acknowledging receipt of Mayor Gibson's
letter dated June 27, 1979.

I

7. Mayor Gibson had written a letter to Mrs. Elizabeth
M. O'Connor, Kanawha Youth Services Council, P. 0. Box 2711,
Charleston, West Virginia 25330 acknowledging receipt of
Mrs. O'Connor's letter dated May 24, 1979.
8. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 19,
1979 to Reverend Leroy 0. Beyer, Holy Trinity Parish, acknowledging receipt of letter from Reverend Beyer dated June 19, 1979.
9. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 19,
1979 to Reverend H. 0. Ours, Nitro Church of the Nazarene
acknowledging Reverend Ours letter dated June 20, 1979,
10. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 19,
1979 to Mr. Gary F. Criste, 12 Harrington Road, acknowledging
receipt of Mr. Criste's letter dated May 31, 1979,in reference
to repairs made to the slip area on Barrington Road.
11. Mayor Gbison had written a letter to Mr. Robert Hayne,
P. E., Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in reference to the repaired
slide on Barrington Road.

I
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12. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 20,
1979 from Richard F. Carvell, Director, Criminal Justice and
Highway, Safety Division, Governor's Office of Economic and
Community Development, in reference to Mayor Gibson's request
for financial assistance to purchase equipment for the
police department's motorcycle.
13. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 20,
1979, to Mr. and Mrs. Harless Mahaney, 113 Fairview Drive and
to the other winners congratulating them for award they
received for the "Yard of the Month," from the Nitro Junior
Woman's Club.
14. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 20,
1979 to Reverend and Mrs. Arley K. Cravens congratulating
Reverend Cravens on his new position in the Ministry for the
State of West Virginia.
15. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 23,
1979 to Mr. Ken Kobetsky, Director of Engineering, West Virginia
Department of Highways, in reference to 3 attached letters
regarding a traffic hazard on Route 25 where the traffic turns
left off Route 25 into the Citizen's National Bank.

I

16. The Nitro Police Department received a letter
dated July 24, 1979 from RichaidMiller, President of Kanawha
Brick and Block Co. expressing appreciation for the help
from the Police Force when one of the employees had left the
vault door open at Kanawha Brick and Block Co.
17. Mayor Gibson received a letter of resignation
as secretary, dated July 25, 1979, effective July 31, 1979,
from Toni Gillenwater.
18. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 25,
1979 to Mrs. George Null, President, Woman's Club of Nitro
thanking them for sponsoring the "Yard of the Month Award,"
and for the beautification project on the entrance to the
Nitro Post Office.
19. From Bruce Crawford, Director Community
Planning and Development, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, a notice of dates for submissions of preapplications
for Small Cities Discretionary Grants under the Community
Developemnt Block Grant Program
20. Nitro City Attorney, Jeremiah F. McCormick,
had sent Mr. Billy P. Gibson, 35th Street and 1st Avenue,
Nitro a notice in reference to the condition of sidewalk
adjacent to construction project located at 21st Street and
Bank Street, Nitro, West Virginia, building permit No. 131-78.

I
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21. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 27,
1979 to Mr. Don Patton, Manager of Kanawha CableVision, in
reference to complaints from citizens living on Old County
Road, Nitro, because they have requested cablevision service
and Kanawha CableVision will not make the service available
to them.
22. Mayor Gbison received a letter dated July 27,
1979 from Diana L. Gillispie requesting to be
put on
the agenda for the council meeting , representing the people
requesting that 2nd Avenue be made one-way.
Mayor Gibson stated that she had called him and
requested to be put on the agenda for the next council meeting,
August 21, 1979.
23. Mayor Gibson received a letter of resignation as
dispatcher for the Nitro Police Department from Peggy Duffield,
Head Dispatcher dated July 30, 1979, effective August 7, 1979.
24. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 31,
1979 from Harry M. Graves, Jr, 2128 21st Street, in reference to
needed street repairs, and storm drain repairs on 21st Street.
25. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated July 31,
1979 to The Honorable Jay Rockefeller, Governor West Virginia
in reference to a $50,000 increase for construction cost of
the City Maintenance Garage, for which application fo:'r funding
of said garage was made under the Partnership Grant Program.
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26. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 31,
1979, from Ralph B. Allen, President, and Lett Moore,
Commissioner, Putnam County Commission, thanking him for
attending the recent meeting concerning the comprehensive
Water and Sewer Plan for Putnam County being prepared by the
Putnam County Planning Commission.
27. Mr. Jeremiah F. McCormick, City Attorney, had
written a letter dated July 31, 1979, to Mr. William W. Pepper,
Attorney at Law, 710 Virginia Street, East Charleston, WV 25301,
in reference to Randy Wayne Milam.
28. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 1,
1979 from Robert H. Skeen, Jr., Law Offices of Brown and
Peyton, in reference to complaints of Mr. J. Keith Criner,
2114 21st Street, Nitro, and Mr. J. C. Moody, who owns property
at 2112 21st Street, Nitro, that they have suffered considerable
damage to their property through land slides and excess water
drainage. (Brown and Peyton, along with the Charleston law
firm of Denny and Caldwell, represents Mr. J. Keith Criner and
Mr. J. C. Moody.)
29. NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT, MONTH
OF APRIL, FROM LEO J. BRADLEY, CHIEF OF POLICE

I
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MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS.
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE
FINANCE COMMITTEE:Mr. Karnes stated that the July, 1979
Financial Statement had been given to council before the
meeting and that he planned to prepare a more detailed
report as time progresses.
Councilman Hughart made a motion ot refer the July
Financial Statement to a later agenda. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART, CHAIRMAN OF THE STREET
COMMITTEE:Councilman Hughart reported that after last
council meeting (July 17, 1979) the Street Committee had
a meeting and went up to Frederick Street (This was a
result of Mr. J. Kent Poff's complaint, July 17, 1979
Council Meeting). Councilman Hughart stated that as a
group they were not in agreement with Mr. Poff, and Mr. Hughart
said that it was their opinion the area looked better than
they had seen it in a long time and was an improvement.
Councilman Hughart said that while the committee was there
that a couple of residents talked to them, and that they also
felt the street was in good condition.

I

Mr. Hughart said that the Street Department would
again check the drainage on Frederick Street.
Councilman Hughart told Mr. Paff he would take into
consideration his request and follow through on the condition
of Frederick Street.
Councilman Hughart referred to the Trash Committee
his suggestion that one garbage pickup be made 3 times a
year on the fifth week of the month and the rest of that
week be devoted to picking up trash in the city; the city
be notified as to when trash would be picked up, and
anyone who put their trash out past their house other than
the time specified would be fined for littering.
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee,
introduced the ordinance for the paving of Sattes Circle
and Holly Street.

Councilman Hughart read the first reading of the
ordinance
WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

COUNCILMAN ROMIE HUGHART

ORDINANCE NO. 79-

I

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE PAVING AND ASSESSMENT OF STREETS
SITUATE IN THE CITY OF NTTRO BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS COMMENCING AT HOLLY STREET FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH MAIN AVENUE TO ITS
COMMON INTERSECTION WITH VALENTINE CIRCLE AND SATTES CIRCLE, AND
SATTES CIRCLE FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH HOLLY STREET AND ENCOMPASSING
ALL OF SATTES CIRCLE AS SET FORTH AND DESIGNATED ON THAT CERTAIN PLAT
ATTACHED HERETO.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, the City of Nitro be authorized to pay and assess the
total cost of said paving of streets situate in the City of Nitro being
more particularly described as Holly Street from its intersection with
Main Avenue to its common intersection with Valentine Circle and
Sattes Circle, and Sattes Circle from its intersection with Holly Street
and encompassing all of said Sattes Circle as shown on that certain plat
attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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Said paving shall be in accordance

with and pursuant to the plans and specificiations as prepared by
Appalachian Engineers, said plans and specifications being incorporated
herewith and made a part hereof, said plans and specifications to be filed
with the Recorder and open to the inspection of interested persons before
advertisements of bids of contractors and before the meeting as which such
bids may be accepted or rejected.

Be it further ordained that the appro-

priate city official advertise his bids for the letting of a contract or
contracts for the work to be performed hereunder to the lowest responsible
bidder, with right reserved to reject any and all bids, said work to be
performed pursuant to the supervision of the city engineer.
ordained that the cost of the work to be performed hereunder
borne by the abutting

Be it further
shall be

property owners, said total costs to be assessed in

equal installments over a period not to exceed ten years from the date of

I
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assessment, with interest not to exceed eight percent (8%) a year of

I

assessment:

Provided that said assessment or installment thereof then

remaining unpaid shall be payable any time after assessment without
interest after the date such payment is made:

Provided, however, that

on failure of the owners of the property assessed to pay any installment as and x^hendue, and if such default continues for sixty days, then
at the option of the govening body or the holder of the assessment
certificates or the holder of any bonds secured by such assessments,
the entire balance due may be declared immediately due and payable and
the City of Nitro or the holder of the certificates or bonds, as the
case may be, may forwith proceed to enforce the collection thereof.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time
at the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on

I

the 7th day of August, 1979, and read and adopted at a
on the

day of

meeting

, 1979.

WILLIAM D. Gt^SON," MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER

I

242
Councilman Hughart made a motion to approve the
ordinance on first reading. The motion was seconded by
Mr. Karnes.

I

Councilman Hughart stated that a second reading
would be required and the specifications for street paving
will be made available to the public for their inspection;
and now, the city can advertise for bids.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the approval of
the first reading of the ordinance and the motion passed.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey inquired as
to who would pay for the railroad crossing on Spring Street,
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, said that in essence the
property owners on Spring Street would pay.

Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed.

Ws* .
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
AUGUST 21, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 21, 1979 at 8:00 p. m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman Romie
Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Dr. Guy Gassell
and Councilman Dean Miller were absent. Also absent was Mr.
Jeremiah McCormick,City Attorney.
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Also present were concerned citizens: Rosemary W.
Young; 209 Michigan Avenue, Hattie Tincher; 118 Blackwood Street,
Phyllis Gillispie; 103 Blackwood Street, Jean Collins; 107
Blackwood Street, Jane McClure; 104 Blackwood Street, Scott
McClure; 104 Blackwood Street, Frank Gillispie; 103 Blackwood
Street, Mark D. McClure; 2918 McKinley Avenue, St. Albans, WV,
and Stephen D^MeClure; 6 Bock's Trailer Court.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. Mayor Gibson called for a moment of
silent prayer in honor of the late Dr. Guy Belcher.
APPROVAL OF JULY 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Karnes made a motion the July 1979 Financial Statement
be approved. Councilman at Large Pennington seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 7, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman Bailey had several corrections
to make, and Councilman Hughart made a motion that the approval
of the minutes be tabled until Councilman Bailey arrived. Mr.
Karnes seconded the motion. The motion was then passed.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE PAVING AND
ASSESSMENT OF STREETS SITUATED IN THE CITY OF NITRO, PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE:

I

Councilman Hughart stated that the procedure which was started
with the first reading was out of order. He stated that before
a first reading can be made or before it can become an ordinance
the exact specifications, exact charges, and work by the City
Attorney will be required. He further stated that this can
only be a resolution and a first reading cannot be approved until
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the proper information and advertising for bids have been made; and
it was also stated by Councilman Hughart that the ordinance would
have to be rewritten to show the exact cost. Councilman at Large
Pennington then wanted to know if those specifications were already
on record. Councilman Hughart stated that the specifications on
record only state the estimated cost and it needs to be spelled out
in more detail. So it was decided to hold the reading back until
the ordinance was ready to be presented. Councilman Hughart stated
that the advertising for the bids may even be in the newspaper before
the next council meeting.

I

PETITION TO MAKE SECOND AVENUE "ONE WAY" BETWEEN 40TH STREET
AND 22ND STREET-(DIANA GILLISPIE OF 3220 32ND S T R E E T ) : =
Mayor Gibson introduced Mrs. Diana Gillispie; who had previously
been asked to be put back on the agenda. She stated that the
petition originally recommended that 22nd street going to 40th street
be made "one way". But in the meantime she had written a letter
requesting to be put on the agenda; she stated she had gotten a great
deal of feedback from citizens wanting the "one way" street going in
the opposite direction. She further stated that most of the citizens
just wanted the streets to be "one way" regardless of the direction.
Councilman Hughart then said that input was needed very badly from the
people of 2nd Avenue. He stated they need to resolve this "one way"
problem to one direction. He went on to say that not only do we
need to know which way you want to go; but we also need to think of
safety and the way traffic flow should be. Another important factor
according to Councilman Hughart is parking. A petition was origionally received with fifty signatures from people that live on 2nd
Avenue (Supplement file to The Minutes September 5, 1978). Councilman
Hughart saed he felt there were more people on 2nd Avenue than that
who would be effected. He wanted to know if the people there wanted
to be able to park on both sides of the street or on just one side
only. He further stated that he felt what they really wanted was
to have the street opened up to a nice easy thoroughfare.
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Councilman at Large Pennington stated what he felt was
really trying to be accomplished was the elimination of cars coming
in from 40th street and Brookhaven onto and using 2nd Avenue. He
also added that one way to solve this would be to erect a "No Left
Turn" sign at 40th street. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
suggested a "Do Not Enter" sign at 40th street which would not
permit vehicles to enter 2nd Avenue at that particular location.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, also had a suggestion. He recommended
that a stop sign be put up every three blocks. He thought this
might encourage some people to travel First Avenue. Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion that this be handed over to the
Street & Traffic Committee. Councilman Hughart seconded the motion
and ask that Police Chief Leo J. Bradley have some input on the matter
and report to the Committee. The motion was then approved.
ROCKS IMBEDDED IN CEMENT ON CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY 103 BLACKWOOD
STREET (COMPLAINT FROM MR. FRANK GILLISPIE. 103 BLACKWOOD STREET
AND MR. D. D. MC CLURE, 104 BLACKWOOD STREET. ALSO COMPLAINTS ABOUT
THE PARKING OF VEHICLES ON PAVEMENT:
This was turned over to Councilman Hughart because of the absence of
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Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney. But Councilman Hughart stated
he was not on board with this and could not be of any help. Mayor
Gibson then introduced Mr. Frank Gillispie of 103 Blackwood Street.
Mr. & Mrs. Gillispie and the citizens in the area objected to the
permanent marker (rocks imbedded in concrete) just off the pavement of Blackwood Street and Kanawha Ave. So. They were also
concerned with the parking problem this is creating. This property
owner is parking out on the pavement and using the 18 feet unpaved
section of Blackwood Street as part of her yard. Mr. Gillispie
further stated that Blackwood Street is off center due to the fact
that the street was moved to their side because of trees on the
opposite side of the street.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that if
the marker is on city property and legal for the City of Nitro to dose
then it be removed at the expense of the owner. Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder seconded the motion. Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen stopped the vote for more clarification.
Councilman
Bailey then made a substitute motion that it be turned over to
the Street & Traffic Committee in continuate with the advice of
the City Attorney. Councilman at Large Pennington then said that
the orginal motion had stated, "if the marker is on city property";
so he went on to say that the City Attorney would have to verify
that the marker is on city property before it could be removed.
Councilman Bailey then stated that under those conditions he
would vote for the original motion. Councilman Hughart made a
motion that this be tabled until the next council meeting. But
it wasn't seconded so the motion died on the floor. The original
motion was then voted on and the motion was approved. Councilman
Hughart voted against the motion. Councilman at Large Pennington
then made a recommendation to turn the parking problem over to
the Street & Traffic Committee.
PETITION FROM RESIDENCE ON 26TH STREET REQUESTING
THAT THE PUBLIC SIDEWALK BE MOVED DOWN TO THE CURB AT CURB
LEVEL AND RELINQUISH THE PRESENT SIDEWALK RIGHT-OF-WAY TO
THE ABUTTING PROPERTY OWNERS:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that this be
carried over to next council meeting. Councilman Hughart seconded
the motion and it was passed unanimously.
HATTIE TINCHER, STREET DRAINAGE PROBLEM ON MICHIGAN
AVENUE:
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Mayor Gibson then introduced Hattie Tincher of 118 Blackwood
Street. She stated that she lives on Blackwood Street but was
concerned with Michigan Avenue. Ms. Tincher further stated
that she had attended a council meeting on Dec. 5, 1978 and
this same problem was brought before the council and nothing
has been done since. Councilman Bailey stated that he had
talked with Gene Williams, Director of Public Works, and that
Mr. Williams wanted to roll the street and fill it in with
asphalt. Mayor Gibson then added that he had also spoken with
Mr. Williams and it had been almost impossible to asphalt with
the weather conditions the way they have been. Councilman at
Large Pennington also stated that he had talked to Mr. Williams
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and because of all the work the State had been doing it was very hard
to get any asphalt.
Diana Gillispie mentioned that the curb on 24th street
has not been built back like it should have been after work was
done there several years ago. She also ask if the City of Nitro
had any Housing Codes. She stated she was concerned about the so
called "slum area" on 31st Street. Mayor Gibson then assigned Police
Chief Leo J. Bradley a committee of one to go knock on doors to see
if anything could be done to help the situation.

I

REQUEST FROM BRUCE PERKINS, (776-3509), PRESIDENT OF
NITRO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL, WANTING TO HAVE A BONFIRE ON
CITY PARKING LOT THE NIGHT BEFORE THE FIRST FOOTBALL GAME:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that this be permitted
as long as the Fire Department be alerted so they can stand by in
case they are needed. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded
the motion. The motion was then passed unanimously.
REQUEST DATED AUGUST 15, 1979 FROM MR. OTTIE L. TREADWAY,
415 ELM STREET, NITRO, WV, REQUESTING CONSTRUCTION OF AN ACCESS
ROAD, SO AUTOMOBILES CAN TRAVEL DOWN TO THE PLAYGROUND AREA AT
RIDENOUR MEMORIAL PARK:
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder and Chairman of the Parks & Recreation
Committee made a motion that this be referred to the Parks &
Recreation Committee. Councilman at Large Pennington seconded the
motion. Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen suggested that they
have a conversation with Dixie Shreve of the Soil Conservation
Commission or have conversation with some division of the Federal
government. Mayor Gibson stated that they acknowlege receipt of this
letter and let Mr. Treadway know they will be studying this matter.
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence
(Correspondence is in Supplement File to the Council Meeting
Minutes):
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated July 16, 1979
from Selva Lewis Burdette of 2834 Third Avenue in reference to
the proposed street light for Third Avenue, between 27 and 29th
streets.
2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 7, 1979
from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of the West Virginia Department
of Highways in reference to the Mayor's letter dated July 23, 1979
concerning an incorrect turning movement on WVA 25 into the Citizens
National Bank in Nitro.
3. KANAWHA VALLEY LEADER, August 8, 1979 (Received
Opinion & Comment article titled Assessed Paving Isn't Necessary).
4. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 9, 1979
to Mr. J. Thomas Lane, Attorney at Law, along with a deed transferring
a certain tract of land to Monsanto Chemical Company.
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5. Jay Long, Recreation Director received a letter
dated August 15, 1979 from Mr. Ottie L. Treadway of 415 Elm
Street in reference to an access road to the playground so
it could be make available to handicapped people.

I

6. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 16,
1979 from Mr. and Mrs. Steve Cavender of 2130 21st Street in
reference to the deterioration of 21st Street.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

No reports.

No reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN:

No reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: There are two changes to be
made in the Council Meeting Minutes of August 7, 1979. The
"No Parking" sign is to be changed to "No Parking In The
Turnaround:Only" and the number of feet for which the curb
will be painted will depend on what it states in our Code
Book.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART; CHAIRMAN OF THE STREET & TRAFFIC
COMMITTEE: Councilman Hughart explained why he didn't agree
with the voting of removing the marker from just off the pavement of Blackwood Street and Kanawha Ave. So.; but he also
explained that he would help the citizens all that he could.

I

MR. KARNES CITY RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE
COMMITTEE: He stated he has been getting many calls regarding
trains blocking the crossings for long periods of time.
Councilman at Large Pennington added that he had also recieved
calls and if there were any emergencies on the other side of
the tracks there would be no way to get emergency equipment to
the emergency site.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder made a motion for ajournment
Councilman at Large Pennington seconded the motion and the
motion passed.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
SEPTEMBER 4, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on September 4, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman
at Large Pennington was absent. Also present was
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Father Leroy Beyer of Holy Trinity Catholic Church.

I

APPROVAL OF AUGUST 21 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
August 21, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes in the mail for their
review. Councilman Bailey made a motion the minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion passed unanimously.
COMPLAINTS BY NITRO POLICEMEN, RESULTING FROM A
MEETING HELD BY POLICE CHIEF BRADLEY, AUGUST 30, 1979 AT 5:30 P.M.
Mayor Gibson introduced Lieutenant Kenneth Webb as spokesman"
and said that Lieutenant Webb had the floor.
Lieutenant Webb stated:
I guess I'm speaking for the whole police
department. We're dissatisfied with the
way it's being run, and I'd like to see
some changes made.
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To start with, some rules and regulations
were handed down that I feel are unnecessary and all the rest of the men do top,
such as we're not allowed to eat dinner
together. I don't see where there would
be anything wrong with that.
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They say we are loafing around in the
office; that they're getting complaints
from citizens that we're not doing our
job. And if that's the case, we'll
enforce every ordinance on that book to
the letter which we have been doing for
the last couple of days. And, there
has been an awful lot of complaints as
a result of it. Nevertheless, it's
the law and it's legal.
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And we just feel we have been harassed,
and if these restrictions are not lifted,
if they want us on the road to over police
the town, that's what will happen.
I feel that they have been doing a good
job, and our crime rate is I can say
will compare with any other city around.
It won't be as much, probably. I think
they ought to be concerned with crime
more than down here just running up and
down the road.
If anybody has complained about us loafing in the police department nobody has
consulted me about it. But, the people
wonder why they got parking tickets;
that's why. They say we're loafing around,
so, we're going to start doing our job.
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And also, we have an office around back
that used to be mine and a couple of
sergeants, that's setting there, it's
unoccupied. We don't even have nowhere
to make a private telephone call. I see
no sense in that; I see no reason why we
can't use that office. If there is a
reason it's setting there not being used
I'd like to know what it is.
And also, you have RULES AND REGULATIONS
which was handed down by the Mayor and
City Council. And yet they go against
their own self. Right here is copies of
it if you all would like to examine it.
It clearly states right there in the rules
they gave us that if the chief is off sick,
it said he shall designate a commissioned
officer to act as commanding officer in
charge of the police department in his
absence. And yet, the Mayor put the notice
on the board, in his absence he is to be
contacted, and if you can't get hold of
him then get hold of the recorder,
Mr. Donald Karnes. No police officer will
be contacted.
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If they can't go by the RULES AND
REGULATIONS I don't know why they
expect us to.
As far as picking on the public we
don't want to do that. But, they
say we're not doing our job, the
citizens are calling in complaints
that we're not. And, I can assure
you that by the end of the month
they'll change their minds. That's
about all I have to say.
Patrolman Parsons stated:
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I have a few questions and maybe
comments. Everytime a policeman
does something wrong xve have to
write a report. We're told it's
because it might help somebody in
the future protect ourselves so the
events will be made knowledgable to
us. Yet, everytime we do write a
report it's taken and made in
triplicate or whatever they need
and we've got to sign it and date it
and everytime we do something it's got
to be signed and dated. I feel that
it's wrong, some of the other men feel
as if it's wrong.
Everytime they walk out the door they
have to write a report for starting up
a cruiser and giving it too much gas,
cause somebody complains.
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Also the police department, well some
of the other city functions too probably
does, but the police department; our
equipment is kind of poor. The city
doesn't look as if us, the sole protectors for their city. They have
fire trucks. Fire trucks, I believe
have to be approved every so long for
new fire trucks; but, a police car for
24 hour shifts. They have to be driven!
every 24 hours by each man. We're not
allowed to ride two in a cruiser. So.
each man not on probation has to get
out in a cruiser that it's unfit
to be driven. We turn in a.log sheet
to the chief, by the chief's orders for
a vehicle inspection sheet. That sheet
might go for three weeks to 3 months, the
same thing is wrong with it. We still
have to drive it or that we ride a bicycle,
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People get laughed at for riding a bicycle,
but it's effective sometimes. But it's bad
when you got 2 cruisers parked out back; one
you can't get parts for, and the other is
getting put down because the garbage truck
is broke down.
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Also, our walkie talkies, a lot of the men
would like to walk. It might be strange,
we have only two on a shift, the city might
want to know that. Some of the people, the
city officials know it. Sometime there is
one man on a shift various hours of the time.
Walkie talkies, you get away from 5 blocks
down the block and you've got a portable
that won't pick up nothing. Why is that?
Because it's no good, it might need a new
battery, it might need charged. But yet,
it ought to be checked into. I would like
to be heard sometimes if I'm lying up there
someplace bleeding or something and might
need ambulance.
The police department isn't considered
as firsthand, I know you can't consider us
firsthand; but yet, it's our profession.
We have to be professionals. I believe
there are some books around here that say
we have to be lawyers, doctors; we have to
be several things in a minutes judgement.
Well, we can't be if we're not treated
right. If we're not given the best of
stuff to work with, our uniforms sometime
look shabby. We're given $50 every six
nonths. Well, that's nice, it buys a pair
pants, maybe a couple pairs of socks.
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The police department, it's just not fair,
you come up here to work and everybody else
the police department besides Hurricane
gets, well, more than we do because they
are considered better because they protect
their city. And our crime rate is low.
That's all.
Sergeant Harrison stated:
In every society there is a certain element
that is naturally complainant, and they
like to complain to the police department.
And, that's all that we hear, is the ones
that don't like what's going on. How come,
I'm sure that the Councilman and the Mayor,
the chief has handed us letters that people
appreciate what we have done. How come
that we never hear from the good element of
the city, what the police department is doing
good. I think that would help to construct
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the morale in the police department and
work to the benefit of everybody.
I'm sure probably the Mayor gets a lot
of good complaints, but I have never
received them. It's always the ones
that complain about something bad.
Thank you.
Mayor Gibson referred this to the Police Committee
for study in hope we can make improvements if we can, and
where we can.
BUILDING PERMITS: Councilman Bailey requested
this be tabled until the next regular meeting of the
Nitro City Council, September 18, 1979; that they need
more data.
PETITION TO MAKE SECOND AVENUE ONE WAY:
Councilman Romie Hughart,Chairman of The Ordinance, Street
and Traffic Committee, requested that this be left in
committee. Councilman Hughart stated that he had received
a letter from the police chief, but had not received all
the input from the citizens that had been expected.
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REQUEST FROM PAUL JEAN, 153 OAKMONT ROAD, POCA
MANAGER LAVONNE APARTMENTS ON MAIN AVENUE, PERMISSION TO
USE DUMPSTER SERVICE: Mr. Karnes, City Recorder and Chairman
of the Finance, Garbage and Health Committee, requested that
this be referred to the Finance, Garbage, Health, and
Trash Committee to look into this seriously. He stated as
a fact, soon we will probably have to buy an additional
collection vehicle; and possibly we should consider buying
a dumpster for the city, we now do not own a dumpster.
REQUEST DATED AUGUST 15, 1979 FROM MR. OTTIE TREADWAY,
415 ELM STREET, NITRO WV REQUESTING CONSTRUCTION OF AN ACCESS
ROAD, SO AUTOMOBILES CAN TRAVEL DOWN TO THE PLAYGROUND AREA
AT RIDENOUR MEMORIAL PARK"Mr. Karnes referred this request
to the Recreation Committee. He said that he had tried to
reach Mr. Treadway to get his views on this, and that he
intends to have a committee meeting on this, and requested
that this be put on the agenda for the September 18, 1979
Council Meeting. Mr. Karnes said he thought this request
was a good idea, and that if we made this area accessable to
the handicapped it would be an asset.

I

PETITION FROM RESIDENTS ON 26TH STREET REQUESTING
THAT THE PUBLIC SIDE WALK BE MOVED DOWN TO THE CURB AT CURB
LEVEL AND RELINQUISH THE PRESENT SIDEWALK RIGHT-OF-WAY TO
THE ABUTTING PROPERTY OWNERS"! Mr. McCormick, City Attorney,
said that as far as procedures are concerned, as long as the
appraised property value does not exceed $1,000 the council
can act on disposition of the property, but if the appraised
property value does exceed $1,000 it would have to be disposed
of at a public sale.
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Mayor Gibson asked if either Mr. Carl Ashley or
Dr. Richard Sexton had any comments. Mr. Ashley said that
he had no more to add to what he had said at previous
meetings. Dr. Sexton said that he was in favor of moving
the sidewalk to the curb.

I

Councilman Miller raised the point, if the city
of Nitro deeded the property to the property owners do
you foresee other people asking for the same favor.
Dr. Sexton said he could not predict what they
would do.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, said he had no
objections to moving the sidewalk at the property owners
expense, but that he would object to actually deeding them
the property, that you can't see what the future might hold.
He said that at some point in time there might be a need to
widen the street, that there was a possibility.
Mr. Karnes made a motion that we (Council) allow if possible
and legal for the residents on the east side of 26th Street
to move the sidewalk at their expense, if after the estimates
and facts are in, it is feasible. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Karnes stated
residents and see if we can
a petition, and if it looks
will pursue it to the point

that he would get with the
get their consent in the form of
like it is feasible and then we
of cost.
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FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE PAVING AND
ASSESSMENT OF STREET SITUATED IN THE CITY OF NITRO.
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE:
Councilman Hughart,Chairman of the Ordinance,Street and
Traffic Committee, stated the thing that has been holding us
up is the fact that Appalachian Engineers has not as yet
brought forth the specifications which would be proper and
fitting to advertise for bidding. He said that this will
have to remain in committee.
REPORT FROM ACKENHEIL AND ASSOCIATES DATED JUNE 20,
1979 REGARDING LANDSLIDE ACTIVITY STUDY BETWEEN BLARES DRIVE
AND 21ST STREET IN REFERENCE TO THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
CITY OF NITRO:Mayor Gibson called upon City Attorney,
Jeremiah McCormick, for his report and recommendations.
Mr. McCormick stated that Ackenheil's report seems
to indicate that they're of the opinion that this has been a
continuing problem caused by an Act of God. He further stated
there has been no precipitating circumstances. And as long as
the city continues to enforce the building codes consistently
and properly they're not subjecting themselves to any liability.
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SOCCER REQUEST. MR. TOM HUZZEY, PHONE # 348-3092:
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr.Tom Huzzey.Mr. Huzzey stated
he was called here sometime ago and found there were some
complaints about the soccer league using the facilities at
Nitro Junior High School and Baker Elementary School. He
went on to say at that time he was not prepared for all
the heat that was there. So he studied this further and
went to the school board and he had a copy of a letter
with him from Dr. Kettle, Superintendent of Schools in
which he states they do support the soccer program and
they hope that they can use these facilities. Mr. Huzzey
ask that they reconsider the comments that were made
before in the letter that was written to the school board
asking them not to let us use that property.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to place this
in the Recreation Committee giving them the authority to act.
It was seconded by Councilman Hughart and the motion passed.
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REQUEST FROM WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
WANTING THE CITY OF NITRO TO DEED 600 SQ. FT. OF CITY OWNED
LAND FOR THE SUM OF ?l70TT, LOCATED ALONG SIDE CON RAIL
RAILROAD AT THE END OF 35TH STREET PLUS A RIGHT-OF-ENTRY
(PROJECT #340-25-1.43) EXTRA TRAFFIC LANE: Councilman at Large
DrT Allen made a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the deed
transferring the 600 sq. ft. of city owned land for the sum of
$1.00 to the West Virginia Department of Highways. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion was
passed unanimously. Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to
authorize the Mayor to sign the right-of-entry agreement. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. The
motion then passed by unanimous vote.
ORDINANCE MAKING OLD COUNTY ROAD, RIVERDALE ACRES,
ONE-WAY IN REFERENCE TO MAKING U.S. MAIL DELIVERY POSSIBLE?
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance, Street and
Traffic Committee, stated that the City Attorney was working on this ordinance and that the change is expected to
begin on September 17, 1979.
REQUEST FROM MR. SCHRIMSHER, PRESIDENT, N. A. P. A.,
PHONE #755-9121,"WANTING FIRE ALARM INSTALLED AT FIRE
DEPARTMENT!Councilman at Large Dr. Allen introduced
Mr. Schrimsher who explained their precarious position and
ask the Council's approval to install a fire alarm at the
Nitro Fire Department.
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of the
Fire and Police Department Committee made a motion to refer
this request to the Fire and Police Department Committee.
He also stated that he would consult Chief Hedrick, Chief of
the Nitro Fire Department.
Councilman Bailey seconded the
motion. This motion was passed unanimously. Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen requested this be put back on the agenda for
next council meeting, September 18, 1979.
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MR. MOSSBURG, 148 MAIN AVENUE, HAS A COMPLAINT
TO THE NITRO POST MASTER REGARDING TWO HOUSES HAVING # 148THE POST MASTER REFERRED THE GENTLEMEN TO CITY HALL:
Councilman Miller stated that he had been out of the country
and ask that it be put back on the agenda for next council
meeting, September 18, 1979. Mayor Gibson stated he had
heard that the Postal Service was contemplating a branch
office at Cross Lanes. Councilman Bailey suggested a letter
of enquiry be sent. Councilman Hughart suggested the letter
be sent to Mr. Bob Brohard, Nitro Postmaster.
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LETTER FROM MRS. PAZTON, LIBRARIAN, REGARDING
PARKING PROBLEM, NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY:
Mayor Gibson stated that this would be left in the Insurance
and Library Committee.
MXNSANTO PRIORITY LIST FOR CITY PROJECTS :
Councilman Dr. TJassell,Chairman of the Annexation,Building,
and Planning Committee ask for suggestions.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder suggested the following:
1. Purchasing the strip of land at Bank Street and
First Avenue, between 21st and 22nd Streets.
2. The addition of a second story to the old American
Legion Building on 2nd Avenue.
3. Purchasing that triangle of land at 1st and 2nd
Avenues and 8th Street
Councilman Bailey suggested the following:
4. A playground be constructed in Ward IV.
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Councilman Miller also suggested:
5. Swings, slide, and picnic tables be added to the
Smith Street Land Fill.
Mayor Gibson stated the following:
6. Complaints were made about the basketball and tennis
courts being in very bad need of resurfacing.
Councilman at Large Legg suggested the following:
7. The request from Mr. Ottie Treadway for the construction
of an access road for the convenience of the handicapped
be put in this committee for consideration.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated he would put the list together
for the next council meeting, September 18, 1979.
THREE NEW FIRE HYDRANTS RECOMMENDED BY WEST
VIRGINIA WATER COMPANY (MR HARRY CURTIS):
Mayor Gibson stated that three new fire hydrants were
recommended by West Virginia Water Company in the Broadway
Gardens and the new Apartment Complex on Lock Street areas.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen suggested that this be kept
in committee. Councilman Hughart requested that the committee
be instructed to find out the cost of a fire hydrant on 18th
Street Hill. Councilman Miller stated he thought the City
would be well advised to take into consideration in issuing
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these building permits, that if the concentration of people
is going to increase so drastically in that area that the
builder be required to foot the bill for an additional fire
hydrant in that area. Councilman Miller made a motion that
this be put in committee. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Karnes, City Recorder. The motion was then passed.

Mayor Gibson stated there would be a Planning Commission
Meeting on September 10, 1979 at 7:30 p.m.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21, SECTION 122,
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "MANNER~OF
PARKING":
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney explained the ordinance to
amend Chapter 21, Section 122, of the City of Nitro, which
was verbatim with the ordinance on the book with the
exception of the deletion, headed in the direction of
traffic.
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Councilman Miller made a motion to approve the
first reading of the ordinance which is as follows:
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NlTRO, 17KST VIRGIN):A'

I
INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Miller

. ORDINANCE NO. 79-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAFTER 21, SECTION 122, OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, KNTlTLED_"MANNER OF PARKING"
(a)

No person shall stand or park a

vehicle in a street

other than parallel with the edge of the roadway and with the
curb-side wheels within twelve inches of the edge of the street,
except:
(1)

Upon those streets which have been marked or signed

for angle parking, vehicles shall be parked at the angle to the curb
indicated by such mark or signs.
(2)

In places where and at hours when stopping for the
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loading or unloading of merchandise or materials is permitted,
vehicles used for the transportation of merchandise or materials
or materials may back into the curb to take on or discharge loads
when the owner of such vehicle holds a permit granting him such
privilege, and such permit shall be either in the possession of the
driver or on the vehicle at the time such vehicle is backed against
the curb to take on or discharge a load, and it shall be unlawful
for any such owner or driver to violate any of the special terms
or conditions of any such special permit.
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(b)

I

iTo pi r-.'-on shall, stop, slvmd or p.trk any vehicle upon

a street, other l.han an alley, in such a manner or under such
conditions as to leave available less than ten feet of the width
of the roadv.'ay for free movement of vehicular traffic, except
that a driver may stop temporarily during the actual loading or
unloading of passengers or when necessary in obedience to traffic
regulations or off road traffic signs or signals, or a police offici
(c)

No person shall park a vehicle within an alley in such

a manner or under such conditions as to leave available less than
ten feet of the width of the roadway for the free movement of
vehicular traffic.

(Ord. No. 55, §§ 28, 34.).

This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at

I

the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro, on
the _ 4th

day of S_epJiemh_ej:

a

' 1979, and read and adopted at

meeting on the

day of

, 1979.

_.
WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

^^

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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I

I

I
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I

The notion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and
the notion passed with all in favor with the exception of Councilman
Hughart who voted against the motion. He said that he agreed with
the intent of the ordinance but he opposed it as a technicality,
that the wording is just not right. Mayor Gibson said it would be
put on the agenda for second reading September 18, 1979.

Mayor Gibson recognized Mr. B. G. Brabbin.
Mr. Brabbin stated:

I

I resent being used as a baseball bat at a
baseball game by the police force in conflict
with their captian or whoever; or the Mayor
for that matter in an effort to prove a point.
We've lived in this area for well, 16 years
myself but I assure you that my neighbors have
been there for somewhat longer. And we have
practice our, well, direction of parking, shall
we say, and assure you again that we're not on
a one way street either. But for convenience,
pardon me, for convenience sake we have parked
in a one way direction, maybe, but it's in order
to have access to getting out of our homes and
it's not a sidewalk situation particularly but
we don't like to be used as a implement of
satisfaction for someone else and you said that
this was a non-profit thing; I assure you it's
not. The ticket that I received says there is
a $5.00 charge for this conduct which it's obvious
that I'm a little back on my payment of this thing
because I've been doing this daily for 16 years.
And I assure you that $5.00 a day would be a
little bit expensive for me to park there over
that period of time but never the less if this
thing is going to be done this way then at least
forewarn us so that we'll know. I uphold my
police department as well as anyone else does
but, incidently, I expect them to uphold me in
the facts and not use me as a tool for gaining
some personal vendetta. So I thank you for
listening to me anyway.
Mayor Gibson then called on Mr. L. M. Rice of 816 8th Street:
Mr. Rice stated:

I

Upon 8th Street, I advised the Mayor of that territory,
when there is snow and ice there is no way you can
go up that hill. You have got to come down, no
way. In fact they come a sliding down.
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"It presents a hazard either way you go." stated Mr. Brabbin.
"You've got to head your cars down to get out." Mr. Rice commented.

H

Councilman Dr. Cassell then stated, "Sir, I merely want to say that I don't
feel anyone has gained personally through this infantile action."
Mr. Brabbin further stated:
Well, I hope that some satisfaction has been
obtained somewhere because as I said I have
got a ticket that was, one of you commented
there was no cost on it and I assure you that my
ticket says there is a $5.oo charge for what
I have done; for this terrible offense I have
comnented. But as I repeat I have done it
for a period of 16 years in this one place of
residence and if I am so guilty I should be
force to pay my ticket.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated, "If you resort to that kind of tactics you've
gone far beyond. . ." Councilman Miller then stated, "May I say, I only
meant that we have in ordinances, sir, is that certain ordinances are
for to generate revenue for the city and we are limited by the law as to
how we can act on these."
"I misinterpreted you, I apologize," said Mr. Brabbin.
Mayor Gibson then recognized Emogene Whited:

I

I live on 37th Street, I think the main thing
that has bothered us as residents is that we
feel we have been harassed by our police department. Our Sergeant Webb said that he felt that
he was being harassed. We as citizens, I've lived
in one place for thirty years, and my daughter
pulled up in front of the house and was in my
home, hadn't even got into the door from out of
town, and received a ticket yet. And I didn't
take it as a personal grudge, I just felt like
that we were being harassed and everybody else
in our neighborhood that I talked to felt that
way; tliat our police department was harassing us.
That's the way I felt about it, we were being
harassed.
After further ^discussion Councilman Miller/inquired:
May I ask a question to make it clear for the citizens
that are here. At the second reading which will be at
the next council meeting, on the 18th does it become
effective at that time?
Mr. McCormick said, "As of the date of passage."
Mayor Gibson then recognized Patrolman Parsons who requested recognition
again. The Mayor ask Patrolman Parsons how long he wanted to be heard

I
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Mr. Parsons replied, 15 seconds.

I

Mr. Parsons then ask:
Will the fines up until that second reading, are
the $5.00 fines that the gentleman stated are they
still to be upheld and to be paid?
Mayor Gibson then stated, "This we will have to decide upon...."
Mayor Gibson then introduced Mrs. Norma Sharp of 1127-llth Street
West.
Mrs. Sharp stated:
I felt that there was something that needed to be
said. My grandson has been visting me. He was
here three weeks and in three weeks, twice he
was attacked by a group of boys.
Chief of Police Leo Bradley then ask to be heard and stated:

I

"Ma'am I know who the boys were. I'm the officer
who went down and talked to them. Since that time
the boys have been brought into court for other
violations, which a misdemeanor has to be comnitted
in our presence before we can do anything about it.
The boys have been brought into court, the boys
have been put on probation. And if we have any more
problems out of them they will be certified in
juvenile court.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting council had
received copies of the following correspondence (Correspondence
is in Supplement File to the Council Meeting Minutes):

I

1. Caldwell, Steele, McCormick & Peyton, L. C.
received a letter dated August 11, 1979 from Mr. Harry Russell,
Chairman of the Board of Zoning Appeals.
2. Preferred Homes & Investments, Inc. received a
letter dated August 11, 1979 from Mr. Harry Russell, Chairman of the
Board of Zoning Appeals.
3. Mr. Lonnie Norvell received a letter dated August
11, 1979 from Mr. Harry Russell, Chairman of the Board of Zoning
Appeals.
4. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 17,
1979 from Mr. Don Patton, Manager of Kanawha CableVision in reference
to CableVision in the Riverdale Acres and Old County Road areas.
Councilman Miller also stated that he had received many calls from
the residents of 3rd Avenue and 39th Street East saying that a
portion of 39th Street East had not been hooked in and that had been
agreed upon. He said he had been notified of this by Mr. Jim Carr of
Easter Road some three weeks ago.
5. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated August 21,
1979 to Mr. James R. Campbell, District No. 1 Engineer in reference to
the request made by Mr. Jerry W. Jarrell of Nitro Park Addition,
Williams Drive.
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6. Mrs. Doris Lemon of 108 Blackwood Street received
a letter dated August 22, 1979 from Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
Councilman Bailey was then called upon by Mayor Gibson to Explain the
situation surrounding the above letter.

1

Councilman Bailey stated:
They want to see one sign that says Kanawha
Avenue moved from as you approach Kanawha
Ave. off Blackwood, its on the left hand side,
they want it to be put over on the right hand
side. The other thing they want is a dead
end street sign as you come by the Valley
Cash Feed Store and turn right on Blackwood
Street and right near that telephone pole,
within the regional boundary of it, put a
dead end street there....
7. Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting of July 27, 1979,
Minutes.
8. Mayor Gibson sent a Mailgram dated August 29, 1979,
to the Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV in reference to try and get the
curve straighted out on 1st Avenue and 21st Street intersection.
9. Mayor Gibson sent a Mailgram dated August 29, 1979,
to Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of the West Virginia Department of Highways in reference to the same problem as above.
10. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated August 28,
1979, from Mr. Daniel Green of the Governor's Office in reference to the
Nitro Maintenance Garage Project.
11. Mayor Gibson received a letter from Mr. Robert
Sheridan of 4112 41st Street in reference to a traffic citation.

I

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS.
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE: No reports.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: No Reports.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART AND CHAIRMAN OF THE ORDINANCE,
STREET AND TRAFFIC COMMITTEE: Nitro Lions Club is having their Annual
Antique Car Show September 14th & 15th. They request permission as in the
past years to block off 21st Street from 1st Avenue to 2nd Avenue, on
Friday evening of the 14th 6:30 to 11:00 p.m. and on Saturday the 15th
from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., block off 21st Street from 1st Avenue to 2nd
Avenue; and also Bank Street, 21st Street to 22nd Street for the annual
Antique Car Show. Mr. Karnes then made a motion to grant the request
in the same custom and with the same precautions as in the past. Councilman
Miller seconded the motion. The motion then passed by a unanimous vote.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN AND CHAIRMAN OF THE
FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE: No Reports.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL: No Reports.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: I got a compliment for the police

I
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department from Ms. Rader upon Red Oak Drive. Councilman Bailey said
that she has called a number of times and they had responded.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG: No Reports.

Councilman Miller made a motion for adjournment and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Karnes.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
SEPTEMBER 18, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on September 18, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Gassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
and Councilman Dean Miller were absent. Also present was
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.

i

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson, and he welcomed those present on behalf
of the elected officials. The invocation was given by
Reverend Wilber Turner, Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 4, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Gib&on stated each Councilman had received a copy of the
September 4, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes in the mail for their
review. Councilman Bailey made a motion the minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion was passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Don Karnes,City Recorder and Chairman of The Finance
Committee, stated there is a discrepancy in the amount of
$2,758.76 in the general account from the ending balance of
last month to the beginning balance of this month through an
error in deposit. Mr. Karnes, then, made a motion to correct
the July Financial Statement, and approve the August, 1979
Financial Statement. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Bailey and the motion was passed unanimously.
Mr. Karnes further stated that as we progress along
he intends to give more detailed reports.

i

BUILDING PERMITS: Councilman Bailey stated that
the Building Inspector, Mr Sergent, had talked with Councilman
Dr. Cassell and himself.
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He said Mr. Sergent would like to have the authority, to upon
receipt of an application for the erection of a new structure
in the city,to send the building specifications to the
West Virginia State Fire Marshal's Office for their approval;
and secondly that in any questionable area of zoning the
decision would be referred to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

I

Mr. Karnes stated that if he understood this
correctly the building inspector already had this authority.
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, concurred.
Council Bailey then made a motion that council
concur with the building inspector's suggestions, and for
the building inspector to follow the regulated general
procedures. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cassell, and the
motion was passed.
PETITION TO MAKE SECOND AVENUE ONE WAY:
Councilman
Hughart made a motion that this be tabled indefinitely intil
we receive more information or input from the general public.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell. The motion
was then passed by unanimous vote.
REQUEST DATED AUGUST 15, 1979 FROM MR. OTTIE TREADWAY,
415 ELM STREET, NITRO, WV REQUESTING CONSTRUCTION OF AN ACCESS"
ROAD SO AUTOMOBILES CAN TRAVEL DOWN TO THE PLAYGROUND AREA AT
RIDENOUR MEMORIAL PARK: Mr. Karnes stated they had recently
had aRecreation Committee Meeting and this was one of the items
that had been discussed. He said he felt it was a good idea
to construct what Mr. Treadway had suggested; but then he went
on to say that the restrooms were not accessable to the handicapped.
Mr. Karnes said it was suggested that this be looked into also,
along with several other things that were brought up in the
committee meeting. Mr. Karnes said he felt the conclusion of
that meeting was to, maybe, incorporate as many ideas recreation
wise; especially those pertaining to Ridenour Park into one
package and try and submit it to some agency, possibly for
federal funding or matching funds at least. And if that cannot
be done Mr. Karnes went on to say that he felt they should go
with Mr. Ottie Teadway's request.

I

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE PAVING AND
ASSESSMENT OF STREET SITUATED IN THE CITY OF NITRO: PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE:Councilman Hughart
stated that they had just received the specifications and everyone
should have a copy of the paving for Holly Street and Sattes Circle.
He stated at this time the ordinance is not necessarily in order.
He made a motion to authorize paving and assessment of streets
situated in the City of Nitro by resolution, and that these
specifications shall be advertised as prescribed by the state law.
THE RESOLUTION IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PAVING

Alt. '/?-'/

—~~
CITY OF NITRO, NITRO. WV

Resolution to authorize paving and assessment of. Streets situate
in the City of Nitro being more particularly described as commencing at
Holly Street from its intersection with Main Avenue to its commom intersection with Valentine Circle and Sattes Circle, and Sattes Circle from
its intersection with Holly Street, and encompassing all of Sattes Circle
as set forth and designated on that certain plat attached hereto.
The above resolution was passed by the Nitro City Council at a
regular meeting, September 18, 1979.

I

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS

In order to expedite the paving of said streets, the date set for
opening of bids will be a special session of the Nitro City Council,
open to the public on October 9, 1979.

Specifications and Contract

Documents are available to all interested parties, as well as, those
wanting to bid on said paving program for the City of Nitro.
Sealed bids for the Repaying of Certain Streets in the City of
Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, will be received at the City
Council Chamber, City Building, Nitro, West Virginia, until 8:00 p. m.
October 9, 1979, and then at said place and time publicly opened and
read aloud.

I

The Instructions to Bidders, Drawings, Specifications and other
Contract Documents may be examined at the office of the Recorder, City
Hall Building, Nitro, West Virginia.

Copies of the Drawings and Bidding

Documents may be obtained from Appalachian Engineers, 301 Ott Building,
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Charleston, West Virginia.
security in Lliu

Each Bidder shall deposit with his Bid,

mount of 5% of the Bid, for and subject to the condition

provided in the "Instructions to Bidders."

I

Payment will be with "Paving

Certificates."
The City of Nitro reserves the right to waive any informalities, or
to reject any and all bids.

Don Karnes,
City Recorder

I

I
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, City Recorder,
and the motion carried by unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson then ask when the advertising for bids
could begin. Councilman Hughart stated the bidding is permitted as of now; we can advertise for bids in the nearest
newspaper. Mr. McCormick concurred that this was proper
procedure.
SOCCER REQUEST (AUTHORITY TO ACT) REPORT: Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder sai.d there was possibility to work out an
agreement between the soccer league and the owner of
Southern Supply for the soccer league to use the field outside the corporate limits. He stated he would have a
definite report next council meeting, October 2, 1979.
ORDINANCE MAKING OLD COUNTY ROAD, RIVERDALE
ACRES, ONE-WAY IN REFERENCE TO MAKING U.S. MAIL DELIVERY
POSSIBLE!Councilman Hughart stated that there is now
mail delivery but the road is not a one-way street yet, and
an ordinance is forthcoming.

I

MR. MOSSBURG, 148 MAIN AVENUE, HAS A COMPLAINT
TO THE NITRO POSTMASTER REGARDING TWO HOUSES HAVING NUMBER
148 - THE POSTMASTER REFERRED THE GENTLEMAN TO CITY HALL:
In Councilman Miller's absence Mayor Gibson stated he had
talked to Mr. Mossburg and the problem had been resolved.
Councilman Bailey referred a similar problem on Old County
Road to the Street Numbering Commitee.
REQUEST.FROM MR. SCHRIMSHER, PRESIDENT N.A.P.A.,
PHONE #755-9121, WANTING FI IE ALARM INSTALLED AT FIRE STATION:
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated he had talked to
Chief Hedrick, Chief of the Nitro Fire Department. He said
Chief Hedrick had approved the request only if the need of
the city is first and N.A.P.A. is second. This was put in
the form of a motion by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen for
protection of the fire department. This was seconded by
Councilman Hughart. The motion stood approved.
LETTER FROM MRS. PAXTON, LIBRARIAN, REGARDING
PARKING PROBLEM, NITRO PUBLIC LIBRARY:Mayor Gibson stated
that Councilman at Large Pennington had recommended that
paving be done at the library to provide for 5 spaces for
off street parking of vehicles; otherwise, it would be almost
impossible to police.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to refer this matter
to the Finance Committee. Mr. Karnes then seconded the motion,
the motion passsed with a unanimous vote.

I

Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, said he would have
information for the next council meeting, October 2, 1979.
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MONSANTO PRIORITY LIST FOR CITY PROJECTS: Councilman
Dr. Cassell ask if they had to prioritise the list. Mr. Karnes
said he would talk to Mr. Scott, the plant manager of Monsanto
as to the procedures for making application. Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion for Mr. Karnes and himself to be
responsible for rearranging the list and making application
to the Monsanto Fund for specific community needs. Councilman
at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion. The motion was then
passed.

I

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21,
SECTION 122, OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WV, ENTITLED "MANNER
OF PARKING":

Councilman Hughart made a motion to approve the
second reading of the ordinance which is as follows :

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CIT" COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Miller

ORDINANCE NO. 79-9

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21, SECTION 122, OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "MANNER OF PARKING"
(a)

No person shall stand or park a

vehicle in a street

other than parallel with the edge of the roadway and with the
curb-side wheels within twelve inches of the edge of the street,
except:
(1) Upon those streets which have been marked or signed
for angle parking, vehicles shall be parked at the angle to the curb

I

indicated by such mark or signs (2) In places where and at hours when stopping forthe
loading or unloading of merchandise or materials is permitted,
vehicles used for the transportation of merchandise or materials
or materials may back into the curb to take on or discharge loads
when the owner of such vehicle holds a permit granting him such
privilege, and such permit shall be either in the possession of the
driver or on the vehicle at the time such vehicle is backed against
the curb to take on or discharge a load, and it shall be unlawful
for any such owner or driver to violate any of the special terms
or conditions of any such special permit.

I

(b) No person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle upon
a street, other than an alley, in such a manner or under such

I

conditions as to leave available less than ten feet of the width
of the roadway for free movement of vehicular traffic, except
that a driver may stop temporarily during the actual loading or
unloading of passengers or when necessary in obedience to traffic
regulations or off road traffic signs or signals, or a police officer
(c) No person shall park a vehicle within an alley in such
a manner or under such conditions as to leave available less than
ten feet of the width of the roadway for the free movement of
vehicular traffic.

(Ord. No. 55, §§ 28, 34.).

This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at
the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro, on
the
a

4th

day of September

regular

September

/ 1979, and read and adopted at

meeting on the

I

i ftt-h day °f

1979.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
Councilman Hughart then stated that this amendment deletes
from the original ordinance: headed in the direction of traffic.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion made by Councilman
Hughart. The motion was passed by unanimous vote.
REPORT ON PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 10, 1979, 7:30 P . M . : M r . Karnes stated that a long
overdue Planning Commission meeting had been held and two or
three things of significance had happened.
1. Mr. Olaf Walker had resigned as president of the
Nitro Planning Commission because of travel demands, and being
unable to prepare for the meetings.
Dr. Charles Byrd of 603 Kanawha Avenue was then
elected President of the Nitro Planning Commission as
Mr. Walker's replacement.
2.

Long overdue subdivision regulation should be

worked on.
3. They were asked to look into the parking
requirements for apartment complexes and to maybe look into
providing some rules and regulations for condominiums and
townhouses; Nitro does not have any rules and regulations
for these.

I

4. It was also brought up to look a little further
into our rezoning city wide.
5. They asked to check the power or authority of
the Nitro Housing Authority Commission. And, Mr. Karnes
said he had to get with the City Attorney on that, but
hadn't had the chance.
6.
govern them.

Modular constructed homes and the regulation to

Another Nitro Planning Commission Meeting was set
for September 24, 1979 at 7:30 p.m.
TRICK OR TREAT NIGHT OCTOBER 31, 1979, 6:00 P M .
UNTIL 9:00 P.M. (LETTER FROM POLICE CHIEF, LEO BRADLEY):'
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion that trick or
treat night be October 31, 1979 from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
Councilman Bailey seconded the motion. The motion then passed
by unanimous vote.

I

LT. KENNETH WEBB, NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT REQUESTED
THAT CITY RECORDER DON KARNES HAVE HIM ON THE AGENDA FOR
SEPTEMBER 18, 1979"! Mr. Karnes stated that Lieutenant Webb
was absent. However, he stated that he had no idea why
Lieutenant Webb failed to make his presence for the meeting.
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LEGAL DETERMINATION OF BLACKWOOD STREET AND
KANAWHA AVENUE, SOUTH AND OTHER RELATED STREETS:
Mayor Gibson introduced Mr.Jeremiah McCormick, City
Attorney. Mr. McCormick stated he could only offer an
opinion. He went on to say that basic premise in
West Virginia Law is that if a municipal body or
governmental agency had rendered improvement on what has
been designated as a public street for a period of 10 years
then it is considered a public way. And no one can claim
any ownership, interest or can exercise any control over the
utilization of that public way. He further stated how that
relates to the particular streets involved; Blackwood Street
and Kanawha Avenue, he was not particularly apprised of the
situation there....

I

Mrs. Phyllis Gillispie of 103 Blackwood Street
then ask to be heard. "If only a part of that street in
width is used can the rest of it be claimed?" asked
Mrs. Gillispie.
Mr. McCormick said he was not in the position to
answer that, that he would have to do further research.
"If you have a 40 foot street and 20 feet is paved
what do you do to keep it 40 feet?" Mrs. Gillispie went on
to ask.
Mr. McCormick said he would also have to research
that and let her know.
"If a dedication has been made and we want you
to accept it for 40 feet what procedure then?" inquired
Mrs. Gillispie.
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, stated that this
could be done by act of council and formal acceptance by
council upon a formal offer of dedication.
"Who makes the request if a dedication has been
offered?" Mrs. Gillispie ask.
Mr. McCormick said that he wasn't real certain.
Mayor Gibson requested that Mr. McCormick, City
Attorney do further research on the matter for the next
council meeting, October 2, 1979.
SHADOW HILLS TRAILER PARK OWNER REQUEST TRASH AND
GARBAGE PICKUP FROM THE CITY OF NITRO:Councilman Dr. Cassell
stated that the driveway to the trailer park is within the
city limits but the trailer park itself is outside the city
limits. He went on to say that the owner would pay in a
lump sum and we would not be collecting from each
individual trailer. Councilman Dr. Cassell said that the
regulations within the trailer park is that the trash and
garbage will be moved to the street which will expedite our
city workers in picking it up. He further stated that

I
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according to Mr. Williams that this would not create any
extra burden on his part.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated that there would be
some slight problem there involving snow removal which we
hoped would be worked out between Mr. Williams and the owner
of the trailer park; so the owner of the park will assume
snow removal and ice removal from that entrance way.
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion that Mr. Williams,
Director of Public Works, be given the authority to make
a decision on the request, and that if garbage and trash
service is provided it will be so on a temporary basis.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey, and the
motion was passed. Councilman Hughart, Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, Councilman Dr. Cassell, and Councilman Bailey
voted in favor. Mr. Karnes and Councilman at Large Legg
voted against.

Mayor Gibson requested with the council's
permission to reappoint to the Nitro Sanitary Board,
Mr. F. Douglas Bess of 73 N. 21st Street. Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen stated so moved and it was seconded by Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder. The motion was passed unanimously.
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He also requested that with the council's permission
that Mrs. Mildred Selby of 803 Kanawha Avenue be appointed
to the Nitro Housing Authority. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
so moved and it was then seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and passed with a unanimous vote.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting council had received copies of the following
correspondence (Correspondence is in Supplement File to
Council Meeting Minutes):
1. Mayor Gibosn received a letter explaining
certain problems such as their parking lot being utilized
as a gathering place for young adults from Ackenheil &
Associated. The letter was dated September 12, 1979. He
stated that a copy of the letter had been given to Chief
of Police, Leo Bradley.
2. Mailgrams dated September 9, 1979 were sent to
Mr. James E. Landers of P. 0. Box 891 St. Albans, WV and
Mrs. Dorothy Landers of 23 Timmar Heights, Nitro, WV.
in reference to high weeds.

I

3. Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
August 30, 1979 to the Honorable John M. Slack that is
self-explanatory (in reference to the Nitro Post Office).
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MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS:
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE
FINANCE COMMITTEE: no reports.

I

COUNCILMAN HUGHART: He stated that he had received
a letter from the Nitro Fire Department from Fire Chief Hedrick.
The letter dealt with the subject of painting a no parking area
at 1426 14th Street to help get a wheelchiar patient to and
from a schoolbus. The letter requested that the curb in front
of their sidewalk be painted with "NO PARKING" between hours
of 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. They
ask that it be painted approximately 6 feet on the curb.
Councilman Hughart said that it had already been approved by
Mr. Williams, Director or Public Works.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that the council
approve the painting of the curb in front of the sidewalk so
as to prevent any parking to allow this wheelchair person to
be moved to and from 1426 14th Street. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen and the motion was then passed.
Councilman Hughart ask that Mr. Williams be notified
to begin this just as soon as he could work it out.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

I

no reports.

Mayor Gibson recommended a motion for ajournment.
Councilman Dr. Cassell stated so moved and it was seconded by
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder. It was unanimously approved and
the meeting stood adjourned.

Jt.
MAYOR

RECORDER

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 2, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 2, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and Councilman
Dean Miller. Councilman Gus Bailey was absent. Also present
was Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson, and he welcomed those present on behalf
of the elected officials. The invocation was given by
Reverend Wilber Turner, Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's
United Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 18, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Mayor Gibson stated each Councilman had received a
copy of the October 2, 1979 Minutes in the mail. Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion the minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion
carried.
Councilman at Large Pennington abstained from
voting.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, made a motion to move
item 8 on the agenda to item 2, and item 2 to item 8. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and
the motion was passed unanimously.
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SANITARY
SEWER RATES"! Mr. Dennis Vaughan, Attorney for the Nitro
Sanitary Board, stated that council had copies of the
ordinance and accompanying that ordinance is a resolution.

Mr. Vaughan read the resolution which is as
follows:

I
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N o . 79-8

R E S O L U T I O N
This Resolution, Made this 27th day of September,

1979, by the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West Virginia,

I

at a regularly scheduled meeting thereof.
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia, has discovered that certain of its
sanitary sewer lines have deteriorated to the extent that the
same must be replaced and/or repaired extensively; and
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board of the' City of
Nitro, West Virginia, is required to comply with certain
statutes, regulations, and guidelines promulgated by, or
enforced by, the United States Environmental Protection
Agency, which has required the expenditure of additional funds not budgeted for, nor is the existing tariff sufficient
to cover the cost of the same; and

I

WHEREAS, the recently completed improvements to
certain portions of the existing sanitary sewer system for
the City of Nitro resulted in cost over-run due to extensive
repairs and alterations not originally forseen and have
accordingly necessitated the securing of loan funds from
commercial banks; and
WHEREAS, the Nitro Sanitary Board of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia, is the financially responsible governmental instrumentality required to render sanitary sewer service
for the citizens of Nitro, West Virginia.

I
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NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, the Sanitary Board of the City

I

of Nitro, West: Virginia, petitions and calls upon the City
Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, to enact by way
of ordinance a new tariff for sanitary sewer services for the
residents of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, and other
persons utilizing the services of the sanitary board, the same
being attached hereto and made a part hereof for all pertinent
purposes; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the said sanitary board,
that the aforesaid City Council do enact such ordinance,
publish the same as required by law, conduct a public hearing
as required by law and to ultimately enact such attached
ordinance so as to allow the Sanitary Board of the City of

I

Nitro, West Virginia, to carry forth its statutory

obligations

to the residents of the City of Nitro, West Virginia; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman is hereby
authorized by the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, to execute any and all documents to enact this
resolution.

Chairman
Member

Member

I
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Mr. Vaughan requested that Mr. Karnes, City Recorder,
read the title of the ordinance, and Mr. Vaughan further stated:
Until July first of this year any request
for sewer rate increase, while it was
initiated by the city council, it ultimately
had to be approved by the Public Service
Commission of the State of West Virginia.

I

On July first the provisions of House Bill
No. 1280 took effect. The essence of this
was to transfer the jurisdiction or determination and justification of rates from the
Public Serivce Commission to the city council,
the various city councils of this state. And,
in this particular instance we are proceeding
under the provisions of House Bill No. 1280
as it was enacted by the legislature.
I point that out to you because a public
hearing which is required to be held by the
provisions of Chapter 8, Article 16, Section 7
of the West Virginia Code, this provision
has been here for some period of time but it
takes on an new and added significance because
at that hearing you will have a presentation
which in the past was rather sketchy. In
this instance, it will be a full presentation
by the Sanitary Board setting out the accounting mechanisms that are necessary in the
justification, and the provisions. The present
rates were allowed to continue in terms of
loss to your sewer system. The Sanitary Board
will supply the numbers which we feel are
justified to carry forth on a sound economic
basis the running of you sanitary sewer system.

I

After further discussion Mr. Karnes read the title of the
ordinance and made a motion to approve the resolution which
Mr. Vaughan read, and to approve the first reading of the
ordinance which is as follows:

I
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO Till1: CONSTRUCTION,
ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL
SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NI.T'RO, THE !) iSCIIAROE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL
WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION
OF RATES EOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE RE,\'l)EREI) KY THE SEWAGE
SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE DFSPOSAL
SYSTEM l.N THE CF.TY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.

WHEREAS, the City of Nit to, Kanawha ;uul P u l n a m Counties,
West Virginia, presently owns a secondary treatment sanitary
sev/nge system supplying a secondary sanitary sewage service in
.•;nd to the City of Ni.tro, West Virginia, and s u r r o u n d i n g t e r r i t o r y
and for the Rock Branch Public Service District; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of N i t r o ,
West V i r g i n i a , has determined that major repairs must be made

I

to certain of (he sower lines making up a part of the secondary
s a n i t a r y s e w ,• i g e s y s t o m, and
WHEREAS, In order to comply with the requirements
of the United States Department of Environmental Protection
Agency, additional employees, with a d d i t i o n a l s k i l l s and education
must be acquired by the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West V i r g i n i a , to comply w i t h the aforesaid r e q u i r e m e n t s of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency, which a d d i t i o n a l
personnel have not been budgeted for nor is the e x i s t i n g
tariff sufficient to provide the funds necessary for such addi.ti.onal
personnel; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the. City of Nitro,

I

West V i r g i n i a , has advised I lie C i t y C o u n c i l of Nitro, West
Virginia, that the costs to complete repairs to the system
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overran projed inns whii'h in t u r n nei •(•:;:; i tailed s a i d s a n i t a r y
board to secure f i : • • ^ . - i n g from oo; n.'Trial hanks, which sard
f i naneing must bo converted to Long term financing, and

I

WHKRKAS, the c i t y does not have available funds for
the c o n s t r u c t i o n and repair to the present secondary sanitary
sewage .system as o u t l i n e d by its sanitary board, and
WHKRKAS, the Ci.ty of Nitro, West Virginia, does not
have funds w i t h i n .(.he sources now available to it to pay the
costs of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , management, operation, mninl enance ,
acquisition, enlargement and replacement of the present
11;

secondary

sanitary sewage system, and the interceptor sewer lines, p u m p i n g
s ' a l i < .is, treatment works and appurtenances; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to impose rates
and charges l o r the use of the services afforded by the secondary
sanitary sewage system to obtain such funds; and
WHEREAS,

I

it is the o b l i g a t i o n of the producers of

sewage and industrial waste to supply such revenue to the City
in an equitable manner and

in proportion to the service i..aide red

to the benefits d e r i v e d ; and
WHEREAS, the C i t y of N i t r o , is authorized under the
a u t h o r i t y of Chapter 8, A r t i c l e 8, of the West V i r g i n i a Code
of 1 9 3 1 , as last amended, to f i x , establish, and m a i n t a i n , by
o r d i n a n c e , just and e q u i t a b l e rates or charges for the use of
the serviri'S and

f a c i l i( ies to lie i r L - i i d < • red upon c o m p l e t i o n of

any works and system necessary to comply w i t h any c i t a t i o n
issued by the We.st V i r g i n i a Department of Natural. Resources; and
V.'HKREAS, the S a n i t a r y Board of the C i t y of N i t r o ,
after proper i n v e s t i g a t i o n has dr!. > - n;i i ned that t h e rates

and

I
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I

standa rds for Lhe use of. the secondary s a n i t a r y sewage system
and the computalion of rates to be charged therefor as fixed by
this ordinance are reasonable, necessary and proper, and have
petitioned the C i t y Council of the City of Nitro, to enact this
ordinance estab 1- ish i ng such rates <>.nd standards; and
WHEREAS, the C i t y Counc.il of the City of :\'iU:o has
previously enacted an O r d i n a n c e p r o v i d i n g for rates and standards
for the use of the existing sanitary sewage system; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the C i t y of Nitro has evaluated the f e a s i b i l i t y and necessity for Lhe imposition of
higher rat~.es to its customers for the rendering of secondary
sanitary sewage t roa t menf; and has caused and d i r e c t e d its sl.alf
and s u p p o r t i n g professional personnel to supply it w i t h doeuMcntat ion

I

relative to t h i s p r o b l e m , w h i c h d o c u m e n t a t i o n is i ncorpo ra ted
herewith as s u p p o r t i n g the need as out/1 ined by said s a n i t a r y
hoard; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
C1.1Y OF N I T R O , KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that the certain
O r d i n a n c e s previously enacted by the C i t y C o u n c i l , of the C i t y
of N i t r o , eat i i - l e d , "AN O R D I N A N C E A M E N D I N G AN Ok!) 1 N A N C E RELATING
TO THE C O N S T R U C T I O N , A C Q U I S I T I O N ! , O P E R A T I O N AND M A I N T E N A N C E OF
A SEWAGE DISPOSAL .iYS'l KM IN 'THE C TTY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF
SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES 'TO 'THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAOE
SYSTEM, AND THE I MPOS'T I ION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF 'THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISTTON,

I

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE C I T Y OF N1TRO" is amended, to
r e f l e c t the f o l l o w i n g m-w rates for the c o n s t r u c t i o n , a c q u i s i t i o n ,
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oprral ion and ma i nl enaneo of a secondary sanitary sewage system, but
in .•'! other regulations and such ordinances .shall remain in f u l l
force and effect unless otherwise Amended by t h i s Ordinance.

I

D I V I S I O N 1 — Amending Division 5 —
SP-.'ER SERVICE SCHEDULE OF RATES:
1.

There is hereby levied and assessed against a l l

owners, tenants, or occupants of each and every lot or parcel of
real estate or building having any active connection with the
public sanitary sewage system or otherwise discharging sewage,
industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or
i n d i r e c t l y unto said system or any part thereof, a service charge
payable as hereinafter provided for and in the amount hereinafter

I

provided.
2.

The service charge for any owner, tenant, or

occupant of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or b u i l d i n g
situated within or outside the corporate limits of the City of
Nltro, having any connection with the City's p u b l i c secondary
sanitary sewage system and discharging .sewer, industrial wastes,
water or other l i q u i d s into said system, shall, be as follows:
SCI IE! RILE // 1
AVAILABILITY OF_SKRVICE
A v a i l a b l e for sanitary si-wrr .service.
ivA i K

(Based upon the mete-red amount of water .supplied)

" 1 r st
e >. t
<•:•: t
ext
* 'X t
1 1 over

?> 000
2,000
2,000
4,000
90,000
100, 000

; a 1 1 ons
i a 1 lens
• a l l ens
; a 1 Ions

used pe r month

used
u Sed
n sed
; a l lr,ns u sed
g a l l o n s 1! sed

pe r
pe- r
pi- r
pe r
pc r

month
month
month
month
month

$2.95
$2.8')
$2.75
$2.60
$2.30
$2.00

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

gal.
gal.
gal.
gal.
gal.
gnl.

I
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I H i l i T I I L Y ill.\M_MiIM CilAKC_K

I

- 2,000 ;;aMens per m o n l h

$5.90

D K f . A Y K I ) I'AYMKNT PKNALTY
'['lie above s c h e d u l e i s

net.

O n n i l a c c o u n t s n o t paid i n

f u l l w i t h i n (10) days o f t h e d a t e o f b i l l , t o n p e r c e n t ( 1 0 Z ) w i l l
bo added

t o t h e n e t a m o u n t shown.

O U A U T K K 1 . Y OR B [ • : :ON I ' H I . Y i m . U N G
The above rates and charges may be a d j u s t e d

to a i [ u , t r t e r l y

o r b [ - - m o n t h l y b a s i s , p r o v i d i n g n o lu.-.ei: r h e r ^ o s .

MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY
On apartment b u i l d i n g s , or o t h c c n i n l t i p l G occupancy
b u i l d i n g s , c-aeh faiiiily or b u s i n e s s u n i t s h a l l be r e q u i r e d to pay
not

less Mian I he

i i i i n i m u n i i e n M i l y chai'i^e bi.a'ein es t ab 1 i sed.

and ho!e!s s h a l l , pay

I

Mote. Is

. eee.)"d i ; iir l o (.he <<:>• ( .•- ri-d a'.nount of val. e. r used.

So - r a i l e d a o b i l e hoines or house, t r a i l e r s .".r.-.upid on so - ( C a l l e d t r a i l e r
eourts w i l l b e b i l l e d

l i k e a n y other m u l l ipl.e--oeriip.inc',- u n i t s .

House t r a i l e r s , either m o b i l e or

i mr.iob i lo, located

sites other than a park or court shall be b i l l e d

on

in the same manner

as any other f a m i l y or business unit a n d , if applicable, subject
to the m u l t i p l e occupancy p r o v i s i o n of this rate schedule.

Sri!!'!Ml|.K # 2
INDUSTRIAL SF.RVfCK
The charge for t h e tre.-itmont of i n d u s t r i a l waste w i l l be
c a l c u l a t e d on the basis of the f o l l u w i i i j ; f o r m u l a :

Ci-VoVi =!k)iU-S«iSi
Ci~char;je to i n d u s t r i a l users per year.

I

Vo-avera;;e u n i t cost. <>f (. ra;i':p. M"(. e n d t r e a t m at

eh.i i j;,eab 1 e to volume,

in d o l l a r s per B a l l o n .
V i - - V o l ni.'.e '>f

.-aste v;ater from i n d u s t r i a l users, in ;,;allei-is [i.-r year.
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I'o : average u n i t of: cost of t r e a t m e n t , chargeabl e to H i ocheme i :i I

I

Oxygen Demand (BOD), in d o l l a r s per pound.
15 L weight of ROD from industrial users, in pound.'; per year.
So ; average u n i t cost of treatment (including sludge tren tmen t)
charge-able to total solids, in dollars per pound.
S i - w e i g h t of total solids from i n d u s t r i a l users, in pounds per
yoar.
When an industrial user is to be served, a preliminary
study of its waste, and the cost of transport and treatment thereof
w i l l be made.

Waste containing materials xvlrich, in the judgment

of the Sanitary Board, should not be InLroduced into the sewer sysf'. -m
need not be handled by it.

The results of (his preliminary study './ill

be used to determine the feasibility of the proposed sewer service
and I. he charge thereof, based upon the formula set out above.
Thereafter, industrial sewage wil be monitored on a regular

I

b.'sfs at the conclusion of each fiscal year, based on the investigation
aioresald and audit of Sanitary Board records, new costs figures w i l l
be c a l - ulated for use in the above formula.

The cost of establishing

the m o n i t o r i n g f a c i l i t i e s shall be paid by the industrial user Based
on i hose .•indited (i;,ures, additional h i l l i n g s covering the past fiscal
y.

r v.'i M

be made for payment by each i n d u s t r i a l user, or refund g i v e n

by the Sanitary Board, as the ease may be.

Such a u d i t e d f i g u r e s w i l l

be used for the preliminary b i l l i n g for the next fiscal, year, at the
t 'id of which an adjustment w i l l be made as aforesaid.

SCHEDULE // _3
.••iVUr.A.'ifJi; fNS.'DK AND OUTSTDK OF i'HK CORPOPATK UMITS OF THI-; C I T Y OF

::i IMG.
Where the amount of sanitary sewage discharge into the
.','i! ro v. !s!e t r-at ;".cnt system by certain industrial p l a n t or p l a n t s

I

'—'

r.
O

O

C

3

Q
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion was passed unanimously.
Upon Mr. Vaughan's recommendation Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion that a public meeting be held
November 6, 1979 at 7:00 p.m. preceding the regular council
meeting in reference to amending sanitary sewer rates. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the
motion was passed.

I

REQUEST FROM NITRO JR. HIGH BAND BOOSTERS TO HOLD
A TAG DAY ON OCTOBER 6, 1979 (BRENDA TYLER, CHAIRMAN, FUND"
RAISING)": Councilman at Large Jack Legg and Chairman of the
Civic Betterment Committee read a portion of the letter from
Brenda Tyler. He, then, made a motion to grant the Nitro Jr.
High Band Boosters to hold a tag day on October 6, 1979. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion passed unanimously.
STREET REPAIRS NEEDED: Mrs. Juanita Goss who had
asked to be put on the agenda was absent. However, Mrs. Hattie Tincher,
stated that they came up on Thursday and fixed our street; they
put the blacktop in, it rained all day on Friday and our mud
hole is back. She said, we need some more ditching or something.
Mayor Gibson said we will check it out and see what
we can do.
SPEED LIMIT SIGNS NEEDED: Mr. Charles S. Brown,
502 Michigan Avenue, had requested speed limit signs on the
500 block of Michigan Avenue. Ms. Eve Frazier stated that
Mr. Gene Taylor called and supported Mr. Brown's request.
She said that Mr. Taylor felt that they also needed a stop
sign near the railroad crossing.

I

Chief of Police, Leo Bradley recommended that a
15 mile per hour speed limit be posted and that appropriate
stop signs be placed on the 500 block of Michigan Avenue.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that
on the 500 block of Michigan A;venue a 15 mile per hour
speed limit be posted and that a stop sign be appropriately
placed. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes and the motion
passed unanimously.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 24, 1979 7:30 P.M.:Mr.Karnes,City Recorder and Vice President of.
the Planning Commission stated that Dr. Charles Byrd, President
of the Planning Commission had suggested they have an immediate
plan, a 5 year plan and a 10 year plan.
Mr. Karnes said in any situation things are going to
change, and the purpose in planning is to have more organized,
more useful, and more productive changes. He said he believed
the Planning Commission is now in gear to follow that route
under Dr. Byrd's guidance.

I
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Mr. Karnes stated that at the meeting held
September 24, 1979 that they did not have a quorum; and
there would be no minutes of that meeting.
Mr. Karnes announced that the next Planning
Commission meeting would be October 8, 1979 at 7:30 p.m.,
and said he would like to have as much public participation
as possible.
COMPLAINT REGARDING A PARKING CONDITION AT THE
EXTENSION OF THIRD AVENUE BETWEEN FOURTH "ftp AND THIRD (3)
STREET:Mr. Wilmer Lane of 415 4th Street stated that the
area he was referring to was the space of Third Avenue
right-of-way where Third Avenue dead ends at Fourth Street.
He further stated that the area had been used for years for
parking of vehicles. Mr. Lane said that earlier this year
a neighbor who owns adjoining property on the hill side of
the street of that extension put stone in there, and put a
PRIVATE NO PARKING sign at the side and also at the back
where the stone ended. He said he had been protesting this
for quite some time.
Mr. Lane said about 6 weeks ago he put another
load of stone in there and told me his sons didn't want me to
park there anymore, so for me not to park there anymore.
Other problems in the same area were discussed
by council. Mr. Karnes said that he felt that without
looking the situation over that nothing could be resolved.
He made a motion that this be referred to the Street
Committee and be placed on the agenda for the next council
meeting, October 16, 1979.
Councilman Hughart then set a meeting of the
Street Committee to look over the discussed area at Third
Avenue and Fourth Street at 5:00 p.m. on October 3, 1979.
LEGAL OPINION OF BLACKWOOD STREET AND KANAWHA AVENUE
SOUTH, AND OTHER RELATED STREETS: Mr. McCormick, City Attorney.
stated that pursuant to the Mayor's request he had done some
research in regard to the interest of the city in those
certain streets commonly known as the Blackwood Development
area. He went on to say that based upon his research and
investigation of the minutes of the council meetings in the
City of Nitro and opinions rendered th Circuit Court of
Kanawha County, West Virginia, in related matters he thought
the issue had to be addressed as whether the city had ever
accepted the offer of dedication of the streets. He went on
to say he had found nothing in the minutes which constituted
a formal acceptance of the offer of dedication.
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If the City accepted the offer of dedication and
if at some subsequent time the property would be abandoned
the property would revert to the abutting property owners.
And if there is no formal acceptance of the offer of
dedication then the fee in the streets would revert to the
original developer.
Several of the concerned citizens wanted to know
how it would effect them if the city made a formal offer of
acceptance.
Mr. McCormick explained to them that as far as
their day to day approach to that property was concerned
it was not going to change a thing. But in the future if
the city should decide to expand the right-of-way, then
of course, that would have an effect on the property.
Councilman Hughart stated that he had intended to
include all that is included on a map that was part of the
annexation in the motion.
Mr. Lemmon of 108 Blackwood Street then stated
that he disagreed with the opinion of the City Attorney
about the land reverting back to the original grantors. He
said that's not the way the law reads.
Mr. McCormick addressed Mr. Lemmon and said you
are talking about private right between private individuals;
that doesn't concern the city, I don't think I should be
representing individuals; I represent the City of Nitro.
After further discussion, Councilman Hughart said,
I move that all the streets and alleys as recorded in the
eastern part of the City of Nitro that was annexed in the
last annexation be formally accepted as dedicated to the
City of Nitro. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cassell, and
the motion passed unanimously.
POLICE COMMITTEE MEETING THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 27,
1979, 8:30 P.M. : Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Chairman of
the Police Department Committee, stated that he had just
this evening got the minutes of that meeting and that he
would like for the councilmen to look them over and try to
analyze what was said there. (Copy of Police Department
Committee Meeting Minutes is in supplement file to the
Council meeting Minutes.)
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen said that they were
having another Police Department Meeting in the very near
future. Mayor Gibson said that he thought it would be good
if the City Attorney, Mr. McCormick, were to be present.

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that >he had talked to
Mayor Leone and that Dunbar had voted to have their "trick
or treat" night Tuesday, October 30, 1979, 6:00 p.m. until
9:00 p.m. and suggested that Nitro change their date to
coincide with Dunbar.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that
Nitro observe "trick or treat" night Tuesday, October 30,
1979, 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Gassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence
(Correspondence is in Supplement File to Council Meeting
Minutes):
1. Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated
September 13, 1979 from Dan E. Warner, Appalachian Engineers, Inc.
in reference to Barrington Road landslip site, and methods
discussed as to retarding the slippage along the piling
installed by Estill & Greenlee.
2. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 13,
1979 from Dan E. Warner, Appalachian Engineers, Inc. in
reference to Hickory Street Landfill, and necessary construction
of 24" storm drain prior to actual landfilling operations.
3. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 13,
1979 from Regional Intergovernmental Council in reference
to the maintenance building.
4. September 17, 1979, Nitro Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
5. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 20,
1979 from Charles L. Miller, Commissioner of West Virginia
Department of Highways, in reference to proposed intersection
improvement in Nitro at West Virginia Route 25 and 21st Street.
6.Nitro City Council received a letter dated
September 20, 1979 from John E. Homer, 208 Brookhaven Drive,
Nitro, in reference to manner of parking vehicles.

I

7. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated September 21,
1979 from R. S. Dawson, Vice President & Manager of the
West Virginia Water Company in reference to three proposed
fire hydrants in Nitro: Park Avenue and llth Street West,
Broadway Avenue 250' south of llth Street West, and corner
of Layne Avenue and Boundary Street. This information was
referred to the Fire Department Committee.
8. Mayor Gibson received a letter with attachments
dated September 21, 1979 from J. Kemp McLaughlin, Executive
Director, Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority.
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9. Report for month of August from Leo Bradley,
Chief of Police, Nitro Police Department (Attached was
report from Jack O'Dell, Humane Officer for month of
August).

I

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS:
MR. MCCORMICK, CITY ATTORNEY: Mr. McCormick
referred to a proposed ordinance relevant to the
abandonment of a portion of the right-of-way retained by
the city and East View Land Company located on Lock Street.
He said basically this relates to an encroachment by a
single family residence which was built within the right-ofway. Mr. McCormick further stated that in order to clear the
title of this particular parcel the property owner has
requested that the city abandon its interest in that portion
of the right-of-way upon which his home was constructed.
He stated that the ordinance was self-explanatory.
Councilman Hughart made a motion to refer the
proposed ordinance to the Ordinance Committee. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and was passed
unanimously. Councilman Hughart said that the committee
would report back to council next meeting, October 16, 1979.
Mr. McCormick further stated that Councilman
Hughart had asked him to do research in regard to the issue
of whether council has the power by resolution to make
minor changes in the street system in the City of Nitro.
He said that in his opinion there was nothing in the State
Code that requires any minor modifications to be enacted
by ordinance so therefore with regard to the Old County
Road issue, it can be modified by resolution instead of an
ordinance.

I

Mayor Gibson then ask if it could be enforced
thereafter if these minor modifications were enacted by
resolution instead of by ordinance.
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, stated that it
could be enforced.
Councilman Hughart said that this has to do with
the mail delivery on Old County Road where one of the requests
by the post office department was to change it to a one-way
street.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that the following
resolution, which he read, be adopted:

I
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R E S O L U T I O N
No.

79-9
BEIT RESOLVED, by the City Council, City of NItro, Kanawha

County, West Virginia that effective immediately upon passage
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the street commonly known as
Old County Road shall hereafter be designated as a one way street and
that said designation shall apply to the portion of Old County Road
commencing at Red Oak Street and running in a northwesterly

direction

to its intersection with U.S. Route 25, said street to be for vehicular
traffic traveling in a northwesterly direction.
RE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate city official
take any and a 1.1. necessary actions to designate said Old County Road
as a one way street.

I

This resolution read "and adopted the second day of
October, 1979.

MAYOR

RECORDER

I
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes and was
passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

I

no reports.

no reports.

MAYOR GIBSON: requested permission to arrange for
the annual Christmas dinner for senior citizens for the early
part of December and reserve the high school, junior high
school, or church to have this dinner. Councilman Hughart
made the motion to give Mayor Gibson permission to arrange a
Christmas dinner for the senior citizens. Councilman at Large
Pennington seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: no reports, but he introduced
Miss Pattie Cook of 16 Penwood Avenue who expressed a need for
a fire hydrant on Penwood Avenue.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

DON KARNES, CITY RECORDER: Mr. Karnes stated that in
regard to the soccer request he had put Mr. Huzzey in touch
with Mr. Graves who owns a parcel of land suitable for soccer
and felt this is all we can do at this time.
In reference to the library parking for patrons,
Mr. Karnes said it would cost around $1,100 for a paving company
to put in stone and pave it; if the city is willing to scalp and
prepare the land to make it level.

I

In reference to the sidewalk situation on 26th Street
Mr. Karnes requested the citizens prepare a new petition.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.

MAYOR

RECORDER
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NITRO CITY SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 12, 1979

A special session of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on October 9, 1979 at 8:00 p. m.
Present were Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Gus Bailey of the IV Ward, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell of
Ward I, Councilman Romie Hughart of Ward II, and Clifford
McKay resident of Sattes Circle.
The meeting was called to order by Don Karnes, City
Recorder. Mr. Karnes asked that the special meeting notice
be made a part of the Minutes. It was so ordered.

I
The special meeting notice is as follows:

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 2S143
WM. D. (BILL) GIBSON
MAYOR

DON KARNES
RECORDER—TREASURER
733-3921

Looking to the Future

7SS-B64S

I

TO THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
JACK LEGG, R.V. ALLEN, GUS BAILEY, GUY CASSELL,
MEL PENNINGTON, ROMIE HUGHART, DEAN MILLER.
You, and each of you, will please take notice that a Special
Meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia is hereby
called and will be held in the Council Chamber in the City Hall of the
City on the 9th day of October, 1979, at 8:00 P.M. for the following
purpose:

To consider and act upon all matters relating to the paving

and the permanent improvements of the following named streets in the

I

City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia.
HOLLY STREET, from its intersection with Main Avenue to its
common intersection with Valentine Circle and Sattes Circle.
SATTES CIRCLE, from its intersection with Holly Street and
encompassing all of said Sattes Circle.

'
j

^-

"

Sincerely,
Wm. D. Gibson, "ftayor
City of Nitro

foregoing notice is hereby accepted as being both
sufficientyZfnd timely:

I
96Z
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NITRO CITY SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 12, 1979

A special session of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on October 9, 1979 at 8:00 p. m.
Present were Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Gus Bailey of the IV Ward, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell of
Ward I, Councilman Romie Hughart of Ward II, and Clifford
McKay resident of Sattes Circle.
The meeting was called to order by Don Karnes, City
Recorder. Mr. Karnes asked that the special meeting notice
be made a part oftf.the_ Minutes. It was so ordered.

I
The special meeting notice is as follows

I
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NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
WM. D (BILL) GIBSON
MAYOR

DON KARNES

Looking to the Future

RECORDER—TREASURER

789-8843

799-3921

I

TO THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
JACK LEGG, R.V. ALLEN, GUS BAILEY, GUY CASSELL,
MEL PENNINGTON, ROMIE HUGHART, DEAN MILLER.
You, and each of you, will please take notice that a Special
Meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia is hereby
called and will be held in the Council Chamber^ln the City Hall of the
City on the 9th day of October, 1979, at 8:00 P.M. for the following
purpose:

To consider and act upon all matters relating to the paving

and the permanent improvements of the following named streets in the

I

City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia.
HOLLY STREET, from its intersection with Main Avenue to its
common intersection with Valentine Circle and Sattes Circle.
SATTES CIRCLE, from its intersection with Holly Street and
encompassing all of said Sattes Circle.
j
Sincerely,
Win. D. Gibson, ''Mayor
City of Nitro
± . foregoing notice is hereby accepted as being both
sufficientyZmd timely:
f

I
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Mr. Karnes stated that
meeting is explained in the
have only one bid and it is
bid was given to Councilman
and Traffic Committee.

the purpose of this special
special meeting notice. We
from orders and Haynes. The
Hughart, Chairman of the Street

Councilman Hughart then ask if advertising had been done
according to our legal requirements.
Don Karnes, City Recorder said it had to the best of his
knowledge but recommended that be determined by the City
Attorney. With this answer from Mr. Karnes, Councilman Hughart
opened the bid. After looking it over Councilman Hughart said
everything seems to be in order but ask that the City Attorney
look it over and make sure it is in compliance also.
Councilman
Hughart then quoted the bid prices; Holly Street $6,800.00 reduced
to $'6.80 per lineal foot per property owner, Sattes Circle
$20,250.00 reduced to $5."9-5 per property owner.
Mr. Clifford McKay was asked his views on the bid price
and he said he was in favor of accepting the bid.

I

I

After comments from each of those present Councilman
at Large Pennington made a motion tG accept the bid from
Orders and Haynes. It was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
The question was called and the vote was unanimous. There
was a motion and a second for adjournment. The vote was unanimous

CO
CO'
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 16, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on October 16, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman
Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Also present was
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney. Mayor William Gibson
and Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen were absent.
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Don Karnes,
City Recorder. The invocation was given by Councilman Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 2, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that the October 2,
1979 Council Meeting Minutes be approved. It was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell. Before a vote was taken Councilman
Hughart ask for clarification of the word fee on paragraph
one, on page 290. Mr. McCormick stated that the word was
fee simple meaning entire title to the property. Then
Mr. Karnes pointed out that several typographical errors had
been corrected in the ordinance concerning the proposed rate
increase for the Nitro Sanitary Board. He stated that
when the minutes are approved then these correction would be
approved.
Mr. Karnes, then asked if there were any questions
concerning these corrections. Since there were no questions he
called for a vote on the minutes and they were passed by
unanimous vote.
APPROyAL OF OCTOBER 9, 1979 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman Hughart made a motion that the October 9,
1979 Special Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Bailey and passed by unanimous vote.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
Mr. Karnes"City Recorder ask for a motion on September 1979
Financial Statement. The motion was made by Councilman at Large
Jack Legg and seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.
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Karnes then stated that he had eliminated several accounts
the reason for this was that some carried an inactive balance
some carried no balance at all. He went on to say that
ones he felt were unnecessary he closed and transferred
money to the proper places.

Councilman Miller then ask if the $86,000 in round
figures were unpaid bills. Mr. Karnes stated that was exactly
right. Councilman Miller then asked why have we gotten into
this position and if this was a normal position. Mr. Karnes
said that it should not be a normal position. But he went
on to say that it reflects the position that the City of Nitro
has been in for quite a while.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder then said that Nitro's
financial position was partially because collections for the
city had been less than anticipated and that the payroll had
been much higher for the summer. He stated that the October
financial statement would look a whole lot more favorable because collections for October have been better. He went on to
say that he predicts we would be in pretty good shape a little
later.
After further discussion Mr. Karnes called for a vote,
and it was passed by unanimous vote.
REQUEST FROM ROCK BRANCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASKING
FOR SUPPORT IN^THEIR FALL CARNIVAL"!Councilman at Large
Jack Legg,Chairman of the Business and Civic Betterment
Committee, stated they had received a letter from Mr. Clinton Beaver,
Principal at Rock Branch Elementary School wanting support from
the City Council to solicit in the City of Nitro for their
school fall carnival. Councilman Legg then made a motion that
they grant the school permission to solicit in the City of Nitro.
It was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington. It was then
passed unanimously.

I

REQUEST FROM SALVATION ARMY TO PLACE KETTLES IN
FROMT OF BUSINESS CENTERS IN NITRO DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON:
Councilman at Large Jack Legg,Chairman of the Business and
Civic Betterment Committee made a motion that they grant the
Salvation Army permission to place kettles where they so desire
in the City of Nitro. It was then seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell and passed unanimously.
COMPLAINT REGARDING A PARKING CONDITION AT THE
EXTENSION OF THIRD AVENUE BETWEEN FOURTH (4) AND THIRD (3) STREET:
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee,
stated that the committee had met at the location of the parking
complaint October 2, and that they had looked the site over but
there has been no resolution to the problem. He requested that
this be left in committee, and that this be placed on the
agenda for the next council meeting, November 6, 1979.

I
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE RELEVANT TO THE ABANDONMENT
OF A PORTION OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY RETAINED BY THE CITY OF NITRO
AND EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY LOCATED ON LOCK STREET:
Councilman Hughart,Chairman of the Ordinance Committee,
stated that the committee has not met as a committee but that
each of them had been in the area looking this over, but
that they have resolved nothing yet. He requested this be
left in committee and that this be placed on the agenda for
next council meeting, November 6, 1979.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCTOBER 8, 1979
7:30 P . M . : M r . Karnes,City Recorder and member of the
Planning Commission, stated that when the date was set for
this meeting that no one realized it was a holiday, but they
did have the meeting anyway, more or less as a discussion
type meeting, not a formal meeting. He said that different
suggestions were discussed as to how to get the citizens
involved.
Mr. Karnes stated that the next Planning Commission
Meeting is scheduled Monday, October 22, 1979 at 7:30 p.m.

I

Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, stated he would briefly
go over the correspondence that council had received copies
of since last council.meeting (Correspondence is is
Supplement File to Council Meeting Minutes):
1. Mayor Gibson had received a letter dated
October 5, 1979 from Sue C. Moss, property owner of the
apartment building at 201% First Avenue in reference to not
being able to have cable service installed for the tenants
in her building.
2. Mayor Gibson received a petition dated August 24,
1979 from the tenants of 201% First Avenue in reference to
getting cable service installed in their building.
Councilman at Large Pennington then made a motion
that the Mayor or Mr. Karnes write a letter to Kanawha Cable
Vision and refresh their memory on some of the promises they
have made our community and ask for a reason or some
information why those people can't have cable service. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart. Councilman Hughart
then went on to say that he felt that the letters from the
citizens should be attached to the letter to Kanawha Cable
Vision. So the motion that a letter be sent to Kanawha Cable
with attachments was voted on and passed.

I

3. Gene Williams, Director of Public Works
received a letter dated September 17, 1979 from John B. Shawhan
of 1403 Main Avenue and with an attachment dated October 4,
1979 in reference to a drainage problem in front of 1403
and 1405 Main Avenue.
4. Newspaper article dated Friday, October 5,
1979 in reference to the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance
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Authority and KRT Levy to be voted on December 15, 1979.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder then stated that
a special meeting of the Ambulance Authority had been called
on October 15, 1979. He stated that it had been a get together
rather than a formal meeting. He went on to say that he
attended and he received a proposed budget for the next year
if the levy passed. The levy will fund both the Kanawha Valley
Regional Transportation Authority and the Kanawha County
Ambulance Authority. The levy was then discussed by the
council.

I

5. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 16,
1979 from Nitro Jr. High Athletic Boosters Club requesting permission
to sponsor a bon-fire for the Nitro Jr. High School at 9:00 p.m.
Thursday evening, October 18, 1979 on the parking lot at city park.
Councilman at Large Legg and Chairman of the
Business and Betterment Committee made a motion that they be
granted permission to have the bon-fire. It was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell. Councilman at Large Legg went on to
say that they will clean up afterwards as their letter indicates
and be in cooperation with our police and fire departments. The
motion was then passed by unanimous vote.
6. Report for month of September from
Leo Bradley, Chief of Police, Nitro Police Department (Attached
was report from Jack O'Dell, Humane Officer, for month of
September).

I

MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER, CALLED FOR COMMITTEE
REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: No reports. But Councilman
Miller said he had been approached about the parking area in
front of Casto's Hardware and around that area; concerning gravel
being put there to be prepared for winter.
Councilman Bailey referred to the house number
duplication on Old County Road, and Councilman Miller requested
that this be put on the agenda for the next council meeting,
November 6, 1979.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: He said he thought that the
Council ought to know that there was a request from a citizen
of Nitro for a copy of the October 2, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes.
And it was made known that they wanted this copy to send to their
attorney. After further discussion Councilman Miller requested
that someone do research into the cost and charges of duplicating
minutes. He went on to say he felt that copies of the minutes
should be readily available to the public.
MR. MCCORMICK, CITY ATTORNEY:

no reports.

I
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COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

I

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: He seated he had received
complaintsabout Michigan Avenue South off Blackwood Street
where the sewer line had been put in. He stated that the road
had been worked on but since that time had sunk again.
Mr. Karnes stated that since this was the result of a sanitary
sewer line the expense would be under the budget of the
Nitro Sanitary Board.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no reports.

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment and it way seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
It was then passed by unanimous vote.

MAYOR
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PUBLIC HEADING
NITRO CITY COUNCIL-NITRO SANITARY

BOARD
November 6, 1979

I

ATTENDING:
City Council Members:

Sanitary Board:

Mayor Wm. D. Gibson;-City Recorder, Donald Karnes;
Councilman-at-Large, Jack Legg; Roy Allen; Councilman
Gus Bailey, Romie Hughart, Guy Cassell, Mai Pennington.
Absent was Councilman Dean Miller.

Board Member Doug Bess and Victor Wilford. Secretary, Connie
Stephens; Attorney, Dennis R« Vaughan, Jr., and Jim
Withrow; Consulting Engineer, Robert Y- Hayne of
Appalachian Engineers, Inc. Accountant, Bob Cunningham.

Mayor Gibson opened the meeting by welcoming those present; stating that this
vas a Public Meeting, in reference to a sanitary sewer rate increase for the City
of Nitro. This meeting has been duly advertised in the paper and meets the requirements as set forth by law.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to let the Sanitary Board attorney, Dennis
R. Vaughan, Jr., lead the meeting, as he sees fit.
Mr. Vaughan stated that he had represented the Nitro Sanitary Board for a number
of years.

Mr. Vaughan further stated that what we have before us tonight, and

I

I should note that this is a Public Hearing, which was called and is being held

persuant to the requirements of the West Virginia Code, relative to
increase in sewer charges.

any rate

There is no stated procedure that must be followed

in regard to these hearings.
Relative to the recent changes of the West Virginia Legislature , this
type of hearing and procedures would have been conducted before tbe Public Service
Commission.

What we are going to have tonight is a Public Hearing, but at the

same time, the Sanitary Board, through its various members and employees presenting
to both the Council and the Public, Justification for the increase in rate or tariff.
Mr. Vaughan stated that he should note at the outset that this hearing is called
persuant to notice that has been run in the Putnam Democrat on October 25,
and November 1, 1979*

I

October 31, 1979*

1979

Also in the Kanawha Valley Leader on October 2U, 1979 and

^e West Virginia Code requires that it be published in two

papers in the general circulation area of the city.
at least ten (lo) days prior to the hearing.

The two runnings must commence

I will be submitting to Council the

actual certificate of Publication when It is made available to me by the various

UUP

Public Hearing
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I

publishers. ,
Mr. Vaughan stated that he would like to first call Mr. Doug Bess
to provide to Council as well as to the interested persons that are here tonight
a short history of the Sanitary Beard and of the Nitro Sanitary Sever System.
this time I vlll introduce to you Board Member Eoug Bess.

At

Mr. Vaughan asked Mr.

Bess to give those present some benefit of his background,*-

training and skills.

At this time Mr. Doug Bess took the floor stating that he was one of
the two (2) Public Members of the Nitro Sanitary Board. Mr. Bess further stated
that he had been on the Board since eijbher late 1972 or early 1973.

I have been

a resident of Nitro since 1950 an<^ a^ employed by Union Carbide Corporation. The
i
work on the Sanitary Board is something like a busmans holiday as I am involved
in Environmental Protection activities with Union Carbide, and have been so involved
with them for something like over twenty (20) years.

^1

Mr. Bess stated that he would like to describe, as Mr. Vaughan has
indicated, a little about the Sanitary Board and the history of our system and
a few remarks about some of the problems we have; which is one of the reasons
why we are appearing before Council and the Public to request a rate increase.
Mr. Bess further stated that the Sanitary Board is required by Public
Health laws of the State of West Virginia to have two (2) Public Members appointed
by Council and that the Mayor of the Municipality serve as the third member of
that Board; and also that he be Chairman of the Board.

Cur Board has the respon-

sibility to Instruct, operate and maintain facilities used to collect and dispose
of sewage.

The Board is to be a free-standing operation, in other words, we are

to charge adequate fees so that our income is enough to ofset the expenditures
that we have to make.

This has been a problem to the Board over the past number

of years; for a number of years we have actually taken benefit of some of the
City's employees and funds in order to carry out our activities. Basically we
to collect an income that is necessary to off-set both the operations, bonds and

I
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as well as other obligations of the system.
Mr. Bess stated that he would like to describe some of the history
of the system, which goes back, some parts of the sys tern to World War I. At •; -.
this time >fc. Bess went into some of the past history of the system; that at
one time it was a privately owned system, purchased from the government, this
was ground, houses as well as sewer systems in Nitro.

This did not include that

part of town that was not part of the original boundaries of the town.

In 1959*

the State of West Virginia, Division of Water Resources; ordered the owners of
the system to provide treatment for the wastes, instead of discharging them directly
into the river.

Shortly thereafter the system was conveyed to the City by the

private owners of the system.
In 19°2> in compliance with the order, the City began the operations

I

of a Primary Treatment System. This was built in order to give the wastes Primary
treatment, a crude form of treatment Involving only the separation of the settling
of the solids from the wastes before being discharged into the receiving waters.
For the construction of the treatment system and the construction of the pipelines
to transport the collective wastes to the system, the purchase of the system from
the Private owners; there was a bond issue of $966,000.00. This will be finally
retired in 199^, the Sanitary Board is still paying for that original expenditure.
In 196*1 and subsequent years to 196U, the State Division of Water
Resources ordered the City of Nitro to proceed with Secondary Treatment of wastes.
This was a level of treatment that was being required of all other cities, industries
in the Kanawha Valley; essentially in the United States.

There was not too much

done for a number of years; but at the time the present Chairman became Chairman

I

of the Sanitary Board, the plans were activated and funds were requested from
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to aid in construction of the Secondary
Treatment System.

This represented a type of treatment that was effective on those

materials that were disolved within the sewage and would take out what Is known as

p
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Oxygen Demand, and prevent the discharged material from reducing the oxygen in

I

the receiving vaters.
The total project in this case, which was completed and placed in
operation in 19/6, represented a Capital expenditure of about $2,500,000.00;
this was only for the construction of the treatment facility and the extension
of collection lines to areas of the city that had been annexed into the city
in the interim.

In this period of time we had very serious problems with inf-

lation and the project actually cost : about one-half million more than we had
anticipated.
Mr. Bess stated that he would like to discuss some of the problems
in the collector system that we have, this Is one of the reasons that we are
coming before you. The collector system that we operate for the collection of
waste from the various areas of the city, during the period of time between our

I

initiation of construction of the secondary facility and the present time, we
have had several major failures In this collection system. Three of these
totalled, in repair costs, over $60,000.00. This particular money, as this was
not a planned project, had to be paid for entirely out of Sanitary Board funds.
Sixty thousand dollars is quite a significant amount of money.

In addition to

these failures we are experiencing In some parts of the system; some of these
lines were installed In 1935. *n this same section of the line there are some
serious overload problems, when we have heavy rains we have sewage overflowing
into the yards and homes of the residents.
What we have done In this particular area, as a matter of fact, in
the entire town, Is to initiate a survey which is funded by the Environmental
Protection Agency; this to determine Just what problems we have in our system,
to catalog all this so that we can get started on a planned program of action.
Our engineering firm expedited that section we call the Armour Creek Main, we
have determined that approximately, and this Is only approximately at this time,

I
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and I am sure that you can appreciate that with inflation being what it is, it
is very difficult to pin down costs; this will approximately represent an additional expenditure of in excess of $1,000,000.00. We hope that this will be 75%
funded by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

This will mean something

like $250,000 to $300,000 that must be funded by the Sanitary Board from the
revenues we obtain from the citizens.
Mr. Bess pointed out that this was only one area of the system where
we have problems, we are sure that we have other problems, but we hope not as
serious as this.

There will be additional expenditures facing us in the time

ahead and as I say we want to do these on a planned basis.

If we have to get

into the repair cr replace this Armour Creek Main on an emergency basis, then
we would have to fund the entire $1,000,000. Mr. Bess further stated that he

I

would not go further into the other problems of the system, as these were not
the only problems we have.
Mr. Bess suggested that we, the Board Members, give their presentations
and then defer questions until that time.
At this time Mr. Victor Wilford took the floor on behalf of the
Sanitary Board to state some more of the beards present needs and some of
the future projections that have been worked up.
Mr. Wilford stated that he was the other Public Member of the Nitro
Sanitary Board, moving to Nitro in 1972. Mr. Wilford became a member of the
board in 1976, while construction was proceeding on the new plant.

As the State

Code requires that the board have a registered engineer on the board at the time
of construction, this was how I came to be a member of the board.

I

Mr. Wnford further stated that he was a registered engineer in the

state of West Virginia, and have been enrployeed with the State Health Department
for about 10 years.
Department.

I am strictly on drinking water with the State Health

AS Mr. Bess alluded, we have a lot of future needs of the Board,
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we have a lot of problems in the city. Our prime importance is what we call our

I

Armour Creek Main, which is the service line extending out 39th Street/%Oth Street,
in that area; also coming into this is the entire section of Nitro from approximately
21st Street this side of the rail-road tracks westward.

We have had a number of

problems for the last several years, everytime we get heavy rains, we have sewage
backing up in peoples basements, manholes overflowing, a number of things like
this.
Mr. Wilford stated that we have service people that want to tap onto
this line, which has of course, made the situation worse. If we had, it would
have made the situation worse. In an effort to try and hold the status quo,
we were granted a moratorium by the Public Service Commission, until such time
as we can do some upgrading. However, it is not a matter of making a moratorium,
and saying no more people, the Public Service Commission, gave in their order and

I

under the State Code, it says that the City of Nitro is in the business to provide
service to the people; if people want to come onto the line, then we must take
them.

In that effect the Moratorium is only temporary, until we up-grade that

line, which the Public Service Commission has ordered us to do.

In this light

we must file with the Public Service Commission every ninety (90) days, progress
we are making along that line.
AS Hr. Bess indicated it is over $1,000,000 to do the work, if we go
through EPA we are eligible for ^5% of that cost, therefore, we still have to
raise some $2^0,000 to $300,000. The proposed rates that we have presented include monies to provide retirement of bonds on that amount for the local share.
This is one major area of prime importance that we have to address ourselves, we
have no alternative, we are ordered to do so, we cannot let this lie. We have
to work toward that goal of up-grading that main. We do have some other areas
in the city, as has been indicated, there are minor problems that either need
to b« replaced or repaired. It is generally accepted that a sewer line has a

I
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I

forty (to) year life, many of these lines are approaching this age or have gone
over, they have been used beyond their expected life. We will continue to have
problems until we can do the routine maintenance and repair or replacement that
is necessary.
In view of this,'' there are many minor areas that we could do ourselves
if w.e< had the proper equipment.

Right now the only equipment that the Sanitary

Board has Is pick, shovel and manual labor. Any type of larger work done in
repairs or line replacement we must contract out, at fairly high costs for
equipment, therefore, we are looking at such things as a backhoe to cut down
our labor costs. We need line cleaning equipment, such as high pressure sewer
cleaners, rodding equipment, this type of thing.

We also need storage areas, we

currently have no storage facilities what-so-ever.

I

If you buy equipment and

leave it outside, then it will deteriate very rapidly.
Mr. Wilford further stated that another big area that we are concerned
with, deals with inflation, as Mr. Bess has indicated.

In the last two years alone,

the average utility cost of these utilities; Columbia Gas has increased rates
50/&, Appalachian Power Company at 28%, West Virginia Water Company at 13?&.

Gasoline

for the vehicles of the Sanitary Board, this has increased over kO% in the last
year alone. Everything that we buy, all bur chemicals, it has all gone up, this
is a major problem. Our only source of Income is from rates.

It is not so easy

as in private business, where you can raise prices with inflation.
Labor costs is another area that has increased, we need at least two
Class HI

Operators, presently we have neither. We have advertised, and all the

demands for salaries are far above our capacity to pay at the present time.

I

In

light of also needing operators that we do not have, we also need additional work
force to provide service to the citizens.

TO correct breaks as they occur, to do

routine maintenance to save on future costs.

Our present staff is approximately

nine people, we have estimates that we will need at least thirteen persons to run
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the system as it should "be run.
Mr. Wilford stated that another major area of concern that we may

I

have no choice in, is EPA under the 92-500 Lav, which is the Clean Water Act,
that provides construction grant funds of 75$ funding.

They have made a survey

of new facilities that have been funded under this grant program, unfortunately
only 30$ of the plants constructed under the 92-500 in the Onited States, are
in compliance with discharge requirements. This is not necessarily "because of
design, the major overwhelming factor was lack of competent manpower running the
plants.

Currently standards for licensing operators is left up to each indivi-

dual state. Many states have been lax in pushing for licensed operators or
requiring the plants to get licensed operators, EPA is now considering promulgating rules and regulations of Operation and Maintenance of sewage treatment
plants. These would mandate that you hire a certain number of individuals of
a certain caliber of education and licensing requirements. If they come out with

I

this, one of our major concerns is that we may be faced with higher operating
number of personnel and caliber of people that we feel we do need. These are
some of our future problems.
Mr. Dennis Vaughan stated that as everyone present could see, and
the Board was very lucky in that matter, and that the entire city of Nitro is
lucky, to have gentlemen of this caliber and training for service to the city
and to the citizens.

Mr. Vaughan stated that he would like Mr. Robert Hayne

of Appalchian Engineers to speak relative to the projection of future costs.
I would like to note that these costs are incorporated in the tariff of the
proposed ordinance. It is planned that some of the long term items will be taken
care of by the Issuance of sewer revenue bonds, this amortization is provided
for in your ordinance.
Mr. Hayne stated he was the President of Appalachian Engineers, Inc.,
consulting engineers that has represented the Sanitary Board since 1972*
part that I would speak to tonight, are some of the items that are Included

I
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in this request for a rate increase, being the physical items that are needed
by the Sanitary Board. Mr. Bess and *fc. Wilford spoke to you about the Armour
Creek interceptor, the need to replace that is definite; I cannot reinforce
their comments more forcefully except to say that I live in fear every day that
the line will collapse again before we can get EPA to act on the application
that the Mayor la s submitted for funding.
AS has been pointed out the lire has failed in two significant
places in the last several years. One near the treatment plant during construction
and the other near ^Ist Street, where it was necessary to reroute the line around
that area, at a considerable cost to the Sanitary Board. This was all out of
i
current operating revenues, therefore, it is a tremendous drain if you cannot
fund this over a long period of time.

I

The rest of the line is in equally as

bad condition, not only from a health point of view, but also from a physical
point of view.

The cost of replacement if it cannot be done in a reasonable

length of time will be great. Those projected financing costs are included, other
costs that are included are items at the treatment plant that are now necessary;
and were not done under the original construction.

It is now necessary to enl-

arge the sludge bed capacity, this to be done by one of several methods. The
amount budgeted for this improvement is $150,000.00, repairing existing beds
to provide better drainage will amount to around $12,000.00. We are needing
equiplent to maintain the existing machinery at the plant and the pump stations
this has been a constant drain to the Sanitary Board.

The fact that they are

not able to maintain the lines properly has been a strong factor in costs of
maintenance, as only emergency action can be taken, as there is not enough
personnel to handle all the necessary maintenance; this is cleaning of lines

I

and manholes on the system.
Mr. Hayne further stated that the smoke tests that were conducted
have helped to locate lines, manholes, breaks and roof drains, as well as where
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cross connections are on the sytem.

It will now be up to the maintenance force

to follow through on the problem areas. In order to maintain the lines, other

I

equipment is needed by the Sanitary Board; with proper equipment and the necessary
maintenance, these old lines in some parts of town will be able to give us a few
more years service.
eeling equipment

Some of the items that have been put into this rate are:

- $1,500; these are approximate figures, backhoe - $1*0,000,

air compressor and tools - $9,500, metal storage building - $27,500. This is
something that is needed, as you will want the initial investment protected.
Also a high-valocity line cleaner and suction unit are needed - $38,000, this
comes to a total of around $279,000; these are essential items of equipment,
which they do not have now.

The best interests of the Sanitary Board is to do

this work with their own forces, it is much more cost effective.
This does not assume that the Sanitary Beard will go

into large

construction, such as the Armour Creek Main, this is Just routine maintenance

I

of existing facilities.
Mr. Vaughan stated that he would like Mr. Bob Cunningham, accountant
for the Sanitary Board to address the group.
Mr. Cunningham stated that he was a Certified Public Accountant with
offices on 3^th Street in Nitro, and has been the accountant for the Sanitary
Board since 1972. An annual audit has been conducted each year, which generally
entails receipts and expenditures of the Sanitary Board, and that the Board is
spending its money legally and for the benefit of the sanitary system. The needs
of the Sanitary Board has been put into dollars and has been reflected in the
proposed rate tariff as published.
It has come out during audit that the repair and maintenance of the
sytem for the year ending in 1978-1979, totalled some $U6,000, the 1977-1978
figures were some $19,OOO, these figures were deferred these into the rate tariff
and we feel this will enable us to undertake the necessary preventative maintenance.

^H
•
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I

Mr. Vaughan stated that he would like for Mr. Cunningham to state
to those present, if in his feeling the proposed rate is justified from the
accounting stand-point, and is it basically prepared in accordance with general
accepted accounting principals.

Mr. Cunningham stated that this was so, on

the total revenue requirements, it was prepared in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principals.
Mr. Vaughan asked Mr. Cunningham if "based on his own experience
using past records and present experience as well as future needs; do you see any
way that the Sanitary Board can continue to operate and provide service that is
necessary without this rate.

Mr. Cunningham stated that no, he did not.

The

Sanitary Beard has shown net operating losses for the last several years, with
one exception, since I have been involved with the Sanitary Board.

I

asked if the Sanitary Board was self-sustaining.
really it was not.

Mr. Vaughan

Mr. Cunningham stated that no

There has been much assistance in one form or another by the

City of Nitro.
Mr. Vaughan stated that the next person he would like to make a presentation to the group would be Ms. Connie Stephens, on behalf of the Sanitary
Board.

Ms. Stephens is Secretary for the Sanitary Board and is really the day to

day force that runs the Sanitary Board.
MB. .Stephens stated that she was Secretary/Treasurer of the Sanitary
Board as well as the General Manager.

Mr. Vaughan asked how long Ms. Stephens

has been secretary of the Sanitary Board.

MB. Stephens stated that she had been

Secretary/Treasurer since August, 1972 and had been General Manager since August
1978-

I

Mr. Vaughan asked that in regard to the various duties, does this place

you in a position of coming into contact with the customers and the needs of the
system on a daily basis.

Mrs. Stephens stated that yes this was so.

Mr. Vaughan

then asked if she had occasion to go out to the various line problems to talk to
the workers and the contractors that were brought in to solve the problems.

Mrs
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Stephens stated that yes she did. Based upon these experiences, do you feel that

I

the projected increase that is presently before City Council is Justified in order
to render the service vhich customers require.
Mrs. Stephens stated that very definitely.

In many cases, on ore

area of town vhere we have had cave-ins, this on Appalachian Street, our mapping
facilities; which we now have adequate mapping, due to efforts of Appalachian
Engineers, did not show us what we needed to know about the line in that area.
We did not have mapping from the area of Nitro from Ash Street through into
Blackvood Street, therefore, it was necessary to spend time searching for the
lines, then manholes, then determining the flow direction, before we could take
any action to repair the break.
On this Job one contractor was called in to handle the problem, it
turned into a larger Job that this contractor was able to handle; therefore, it

I

became necessary to secure a larger contractor. We had about two blocks of
residents involved on this, sewage backing up into basements, only one clean-out
available for inspection, we had no pump in which to relieve the backing up of
sewage. We were able to manage to locate and put in service a pump, then we were
able to pump to an active line to keep sewage out of basements and give us time
to locate the line and the flow. We had installed three manholes during the time
the contractor was in the area, this has enabled us to deal better with any
problems we encounter in this area. Tbis break cost around $10,000 to repair.
Jfrs. Stephens stated that we were constantly running into lines that
needed cleaning, manholes that need to be cleaned out, sewage backing up into
basements. At this time we do ; not have anything to work with, nothing to clean
lines, manholes, nor do we have the necessary manpower to handle thses matters.

I

AS the Nitro system IB a combined system, we are constantly getting manholes blocked
and lines filled with debris from open storm grating.

Recently we have been calling

on South Charleston Sanitary Board for the rental of their high-valocity line cleaning
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equipment and men to aid us with cleaning out a problem area, something that we
ourselves cannot handle without proper equipment.
Mrs. Stephens stated that we do jc.ot have the manpower nor the equipment
to take care of our lines.

We need the money necessary to give us the manpower

and equipment we need to get the work done.
Mr. Vaughan asked Mrs. Stephens if the proposed rate before City Council,
in your opinion, is this something that was arrived at hastily or something that
has been given long consideration by the Board. YOU have been present in the
meetings that have been held while working on the proposed rate, have you not.
Its. Stephens stated yes she was present, and yes much time and
consideration was given by the Board on this matter.

The Sanitary Board worked

to compile a rate that would give us what we needed, but would not overburden

I

the citizens.

Mrs. Stephens stated that the Sanitary Board went into this rate

at vhat you would call the bottom dollar.

Mr. Vaughan asked Mrs. Stephens if

she had provided to Council Members documentation relative to some of the items
that we have discussed tonight.

Mrs. Stephens stated that this was correct.

Mr. Vaugha stated that in that regard he would request that a copy
of the documentation be made a part of the record of this proceeding this evening.

Mr. Vaughan fmctRX further stated that this concludes the presentation
on the part of the Sanitary Board.

Mr. Vaughan stated that he had been involved

with this Sanitary Board for several years, and I have been impressed with the
caliber of the individuals, as I have already noted to you.

I have been impressed

by their concern for both the welfare of the City and that of the citizens of

I

Nitro.

Most of all, I have been impressed with their desire to try to refrain

from, any increase in rates, it is very meritorious.

However, there are certain

problems that come from that approach, and I think that we are running into one
of those problems right now.

That is that at some point you have to come to
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grips vith the effect of inflation, the effect of both state and federal regulations
and the fact that the citizens themselves demand greater service.

I

The requests

for up-graded service, as well as extended service, is documented in the minutes
of various Sanitary Board meetings.
The only way that the Sanitary Board can meet the increased demands
is in the form of its tariff.

The present tariff was based on 1973 needs and

presented to the West Virginia Public Service Commission.
rate increases since that time.

There have been no

I will guarantee you that inflation has taken

its toll in the last six (6) ybars. Noone likes a rate increase, on the other
hand it is a reality, it is part of our life.
It has been presented to you, based on the evidence given by the
Sanitary Board, that the ordinance before Council is Justified, that the need
is there; and literally dictates that as responsible members of government, that

I

the Sanitary Board be provided with the authorization to charge a rate sufficient
to provide the service required and requested by the Citizens of Nitro. Thank yovu
At this time Mayor Gibson stated that they would allow five (5)
mioutes for each citizen

that wishes to ask questions; those wishing to be heard

please state your name and address.
Mr. Ed Maguire of Fenton Circle wanted to know what the procedure
would be when the citizens complete their questioning period.

BOW will the rest

of the meeting be handled after that.
Mayor Gibson stated that the meeting would stand adjourned and then
we would go Into our regular Council Meeting.
Mrs. G. Legg of Dupont Avenue asked if this rate would apply to all
citizens, senior citizens. Mayor Gibson stated that the rate as established
does not offer any exceptions.

Mr. Vaughan stated that the rate could not have a

variance, as this would be discriminatory.

I

319

page

15
Public Hearing
November 6, 1979
This was verified by the City Attorney, Jerry McCormick.

I

Mr. Ed Magulre asked that the rate as submitted be presented to those
present for their inspection. This request was met. Also Mr. Vaughan stated that
the ordinance had been published as per required by law.
There was a question by Mr. Maguire about the industrial recovery
cost rate as established.

It was explained by Mr. Bess that Nitro does not

have any industrial waste in the system, with the exception of Pepsi Cola Company,
and they are charged the same rate as the citizens of Nitro.
A point of concern voiced by Mr. Magulre was the fact that Nitro had
a combination sewer system. Mr. Bess pointed out that this was a problem in a
i
lot of cities, it does not ; mean that the sanitary waste is going out into the
river, it means that the storm water is making its way to our treatment facility

I

and therefore being treated with the domestic waste of the city.

It has been

determined by a national survey that it would be too costly to separate all the
storm and sanitary sewer systems.
At this time a period of questioning came from the members of City
Council, as there were no further questions from the citizens present.
First opportunity to speak went to Msl Pennington. His main concern
was the cost projection on equipment, as the City needed equipment also.

Also

it has been stated that the Sanitary Board has operated in the red for some time,
where did the money come from to pay the bills.
Mr. Vaughan stated that this statement was made in an accounting
sense, the City has made certain grants, which has assisted in defraying certain
costs of the Sanitary Board.

By state statute and by ordinances this is not the

proper way to run the Sanitary Board.

We are required to be eeiLf-sustaining, there

I

jare bond holders that require us to be self-sustaining.
On the matter of the equipment needed by the Sanitary Board, Mrs.
Stephens stated that during the smoke testing of the system, many breaks in the
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collector system; one of the projects that the SaAitary Board is going to have
to face is repairing these lines.

We have had good men leave because they were

I

tired of hiring themselves out as backhoes, we cannot continue risking lives
trying to take care of these problems by hand, not only this, but many man hours
are wasted by men doing the work by hand that should be done by machine.
Mrs. Stephens pointed out that we had farmed out only emergency
situations, as our financial situation did not streatch to hiring the regular
routine maintenance of the lines from private firms.
Second to speak was Mr. Jack l^egg.

Mr. kegg pointed out that three

of our surrounding areas are lower In rate than Nitro is proposing.

Mr. Vaughan

pointed out that the size of the city has a great effect on the rate to be
charged, The smaller the city, the larger the rate to maintain quality service,
the service that is required by state find federal law.

Also these other areas

are being confronted with seeking higher rates, which will be forthcoming.

I

Mr. Vaughan further stated that your ability to narket bonds will
depend on your rate scale.

Mr. Bess pointed out that some of the areas were

much higher than ours, and this was surrounding areas.

He also stated that we

feel that our proposed budget will stand any Inspection. We are faced with
the restoration of a large portion of our collector system, this may or may not
be the case in other areas.
Third to speak was Mr. GUS Bailey.
options placed in this.

On the moratorium, is there any

Mr. Vaughan stated that no there was not, no other customers

are to be added to the system that is serviced by the Armour Creek Main. A report
must be filed with the PSC on a quarterly basis on our progress in correcting the
situation. We must show the PSC that we have a plan and are moving forward. This
restoration has been included in the rate structure, this the local portion.
We are hoping, this by Mr. Vaughan, to purchase some of these items
needed on short term financing, this will free monies in the future for other

I
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expenditures, we are hoping this will help us with the inflation factor in the
near future.
Mr. Bailey stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Vaughan, each of the
Board ^embers, Connie and others for their manner of presentation.
Mr. Wilford pointed out that the PSC vhen placing an order, give you
no alternative of how you do the financing, they Just say do it. HOW you manage
to accomplish this fact is your problem.

They do not tell you how to do it, just

take care of the problem.
Fourth to speak, Dr. Guy Cassell. Dr. Cassell stated that he represented
Ward I, part of the population of Ward I is not served by the Nitro Sewer System,
but by Union Public Service District. Those served by the PSD pay a much higher
rate than persons served by the Nitro system. Then the other part of my Ward is

1

in the Armour Creek area.

I have walked the line in this problem area, and I will

tell you that persons in this area may be without sewage service at a moments
notice. The line is very old, it needs to be replaced. Dr. Cassell stated that
the amounts paid for service in other cities has very little relivance to what
our needs are.

Coats are much higher for replacement of lines, etc., than they

were thirty-five (35) years ago. This is what brings about our capitalization
costs, Union PSD is a much newer system than Nitro, therefore, it is capitalized
at a much higher rate than old system, which is quite old.
The question, looking at the matter face to face ±B, do we want a
sanitary sewer system or don't we.
the fine presentation by the Board.

Dr. Caseell also stated that he appreciated
He further stated that he felt that our

Sanitary Board was doing an outstanding Job.

I

Dr. Cassell further stated that with inflation, the Sanitary Board

would be back before council within eighteen months for additional rates.

Mr.

Vaughan stated that he hoped that this projection was wrong, but I know this
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I

is now normal.
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like to correct a statement made
earlier that the Sanitary Board had spent around $60,000 for repairs; according
to my figures we have spent around $77,000 in fair different breakdowns.
Sixth to speak was Pr. Roy Alien. I>r. Allen wanted to know if there
were any provisions being made to separate storm and sanitary on any new construction being considered.
Mr. Bess stated that yes in the new sewer we would install, we should
be able to make soie corrections in this area, but not corrections througout the
city.

Dr. Alien asked if we would know where the problems were by the study
i

that was made, jftiis was anawered with a yes by Mr. Bess.

Pr. Alien asked

where we got the money for the SSES study. Mr. Bess stated that we were funded
by EPA of 75^ and Appalachian Engineers, Inc. is carrying the other 25%. Both
these amounts will become a part of the restoration project.
Seventh to speak was Mr. Romie Hughart.

-

......

Hughart stated that he did plan to propose in the Council meeting that we have
a special meeting a week from tonight to further discuss this rate proposal.

I

do not feel that we have had time get into all the questions we need to ask.
Eighth to speak, Mr. Dean Miller.

Mr. Miller stated that as he may

be out of town next week, he had a couple of questions to ask, in fact a lot of
questions come to mind.

Mr. Miller wanted to know if it was illegal that the

Beard was not self-sustaining.

Mr. Vaughan stated that this was aof particularly

on the part of the Bond holders.

Mayor Gibson asked the C ty Attorney, Mr. Me

Cormick, if he agreed with Mr. Vaughan,

Mr. *fcCOrmack stated that yes, this was

an acurate analysis.
Another question had to do with delinquent accounts of more than
twelve months, this customer billings.

Mrs. Stephens stated that we had around

I
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$7,000 to $8,000 in delinquencies, this was anyone over $50.00. Our system of
billing does not make readily available the number of months delinquent. We
are placing liens against property when we cannot take other action.
Was it not true that the Sanitary Board went to the PSC asking for
the moratorium. Mr. Vaughan stated that this was correct, due to the health
problem in the involved area. The PSC had ordered, persuant to a petition filed
by an individual, that there be an additional 150 units placed on the system.
It was the unanimous opinion of the Sanitary Board that the 150 units would mak e
an already bad situation, worse. Because of this order, we filed the petition
for a moratorium with the PSC. Their initial order was modified to only allow
50 units onto the system at this time.
Mr. Miller stated that he resented the filing of the rate case very

I

much, as we have in effect taken the place of the PSC. I cannot see such a rate
being filed before the PSC.
Nineth to speak, Mr. Donald Karnes. Is it true that the use of city
employees and equipment by the Sanitary Board are not reflected in the financial
statements of the Sanitary Board, as it is not an expenditure.

Mr. Bess stated

that this was correct. I am trying to determine if we have done anything that
would really be considered Illegal. Mr. Vaughan stated we would not have a
serious problem with this, except only to the extent that it would constitute a
fraud on the bond holders.

This we would not know until such time as the bond

holders came in and took action to protect their own interests. It was determined
that this could have an effect on future bonds.
Mr. Wilford pointed out that this would apply not only to future bonds

t

ut those secured in the past.
Mr. Karnes asked about a household of two (2) people, what would

be their usage.

Mr. Hayne stated that the percaplta usage vas bo gallons.

This

would oean with two persons, 80 gallons a day tiroes 30, for 2,1*OO gallons per
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I

month.
Mr. Karnes wanted to know if we could raise the minimum usage to
cover a household of two persons. Also could we eliminate the 10% penalty to
persons with a certain maximum income. Mr. Vaughan stated that we could be
getting under some federal laws regarding a persons right to privacy when we
require a person to reveal to us this income information.
Mr. Vaughan stated that he would probably find that those persons
who were on a fixed income were not the persons who were paying the penalty.

Ms.

Stephens stated that this was true, they were the first to pay their bills. Ms.
Stephens also stated that the other utilities in the area had set their minimum
i
consumption at 2,000, we have Just come in line with them.
Mayor Gibson stated that the meeting had been underway for some
one hour and forty-five minutes, and that he was now declairing the meeting
adjourned.
Respectfully submitted by!
Constance J« Stephens
The City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia finds and
concludes upon the evidence presented at the public hearing held in its Council
Chambers in the City of Nitoo, West Virginia on Tuesday, the 6th day of November,
1979* &t 7:00 p.m. E.S.T., that there was proper notice given pursuant to, and
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 16, Article 13, Section 16 of the
West Virginia Code of 1931 as amended.

Wm. D-Ql'bson, Mayor

Donald Karnes, Recorder

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
NOVEMBER 6, 1979

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on November 6, 1979 at 9:05 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City
Recorder, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus
Bailey, and Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. Also
present was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
Gibson.

I

The meeting was called to order by Mayor William
The invocation was given by Councilman Gus Bailey.

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 16, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that
the October 16, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes be approved. It
was seconded by Councilman Gus Bailey. It was then passed
by unanimous vote.
COMPLAINT REGARDING A PARKING CONDITION AT THE
EXTENSION OF' THIRD AVENUE BETWEEN FOURTH (4) AND THIRD
(3) STREET:Councilman Hughart,Chairman of the Street and
Traffic Committee stated that this was still in committee
and he asked that this be put on the next council meeting
agenda.
PROPOSED ORDINANCE RELEVANT TO THE ABANDONMENT
OF A PORTION OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY RETAINED BY THE CITY OF
NITRO AND EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY LOCATED ON LOCK STREET:
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance Committee
stated that there had been quite a great deal of work done
on this but they haven't had a chance to meet as a
committee should. He further stated that he wanted to
present this to the council so it could be expedited, and he
said that this is why he asked that it be put on the agenda;
so we could have our first and second readings. Councilman Hughart then passed out some drawings showing the
parcel of land in question. He then stated that an
ordinance has been written by the attorney of Mr. and
Mrs. Hinrichs of 113 Lock Street. Councilman at Large
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Pennington then asked if the City Attorney had had a chance
to view this ordinance. The City Attorney said that he
had viewed the original draft.
Councilman Hughart stated that this property is,
actually, sitting on city right-of-way approximately ten
feet. Mr. Hinrichs now has his property up for sale and
cannot get a clear deed to sell his property because of
this fact. He then passed around a second drawing. He
said that the ordinance is asking the city to sign over
to the Hinrichs a 10'xl25'./strip of land.
Councilman Hughart stated that he proposed to
have the first reading of this ordinance, as first
presented tonight, and then have amendments. He went on
to say, on the second drawing we have changed their
request from 125' to 70' on the lot side and 45' on the
street side. This allows their property to be cleared
where the structure is without giving away anything else.
Councilman Hughart (Chairman of the Ordinance
Committee) stated, not shown on the map there is on the
Minor Avenue side approximately 46%' of that same structure
which is on approximately 1%' of city right-of-way (more
or less) even though it isn't on the map. He further
stated, that he and the Mayor have been there and they have
seen the stakes where it was surveyed. He went on to say
that he will propose a waiver, in an amendment, to handle
this situation.
Councilman Hughart stated that the proposed
ordinance had been written by Luke Michaels, Attorney
at Law. He went on to say that he wanted the ordinance
passed and then amended. He made a motion for the
approval of the first reading of the ordinance. The
ordinance is as follows:

I
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ORDINANCE NO.

WHEREAS, East View Land Company acquired a
tract of land from Charleston Industrial Corporation by
deed dated November 12, 1923, and of record in the
Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Kanawha
County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 262, at Page 230,
located in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West
Virginia; and,
WHEREAS, East View Land Company laid out said
tract of land into lots, streets and avenues, as the
same are shown upon a map thereof entitled, "East View
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Land Company Nitro, Kanawha Co., W.Va.", dated August
25, 1934, made by C. R. Conner, C.E. of record in said
Clerk's Office in Map Book 8, at page 85; and,
WHEREAS, one of the streets or avenues shown
upon said map is Broadway Avenue and said Broadway
Avenue is shown upon said map as being sixty (60) feet
in width and that portion of Broadway Avenue lying
south of Lock Street has been improved and used by the
City of Nitro for a distance of forty (40) feet; and,
WHEREAS, a recent survey made by Paul Cody,
R.P.E., dated February 12, 1979, shows that the portion
of Broadway Avenue lying east of the sidewalk has an
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encroachment upon it which is part of the improvements
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constructed on Lot No. Sixty-Eight (68) of East View
Land Company and presently owned by Howard E. Hinrichs
and Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife; and,
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WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of
Nitro has been requested by the said owners of Lot No.
Sixty-Eight (68) to abandon that portion of Broadway
Avenue lying east of the sidewalk extending from Lock
Street to the rear southwesterly corner of said Lot No.
Sixty-Eight (68) and said owners of Lot No. Sixty-Eight
(68) have requested to purchase said strip of land in
order to clear the title to their real estate; and,
WHEREAS, it would appear to the Common
Council of the said City of Nitro that said strip of
land requested to be abandoned has never been used by
the City of Nitro for a street or other purposes and

I

that it is unforeseeable that said strip will ever be
of any use to the said City of Nitro in that Broadway
Avenue would be fifty (50) feet, more or less, in width
from Lock Street to its dead end.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common
Council of the City of Nitro that the portion of Broadway 'Avenue lying east of the sidewalk be abandoned by
said City of Nitro as more particularly bounded and
described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point in the southerly
line of Lock Street; said beginning point
being also located in the northwesterly
corner of Lot No. 68 of East View Land Company,
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as the same is designated and shown upon a map
entitled, "East View Land Company Nitro, Kanawha
Co. W.Va.", dated August 25, 1934, prepared by
C. R. Conner, C.E. and of record in the Office
of the Clerk of the County Commision of Kanawha
County, West Virginia, in Map Book 8, at page
85; thence running with the southerly line of
Lock Street, N. 89 deg. 45' W., a distance of
9.39 feet to a point in the easterly edge of
the sidewalk in Broadway Avenue; thence running
with the easterly line of the sidewalk in
Broadway Avenue, S. 26 deg. 50* W., a distance
of 125.20 feet to an iron pin; thence leaving
said sidewalk and running S. 89 deg. 45' E.,
a distance of 8.42 feet to the southwesterly
corner of said Lot No. 68 of East View Land
Company; thence running with the westerly
line of said Lot No. 68 in a northeasterly
direction and binding thereon for a distance of
125.20 feet, more or less, to the place of
beginning; said parcel herein is shown upon a
map entitled, "No. 113 Lock St. Being Lot No.
68 East View Land Co., Nitro, W.Va., Kanawha
Co. For Howard E. & Bessie A. Hinrichs", made
by Paul Cody, R.P.E., and dated February 12,
1979.
AND BEING FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common
Council of the City of Nitro that the Mayor of the City
of Nitro be authorized and directed to execute a deed
conveying and releasing said strip of land lying east of
Broadway Avenue as more particularly bounded and
described and set out above to Howard E. Hinrichs and
Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife, to the sum of $570.00;
this being the fair market value of said strip of land
so abandoned and conveyed.
This Ordinance being in compliance with.
Chapter 8, Article 12, Section 18 of the Code of West
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Virginia, as amended, is passed by the Common Council
of the City of Nitro on this the

, 1979.

day of
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, City
Recorder. The ordinance was then approved. Jeremiah
McCormick, City Attorney stated that there would have
to be an amendment, because the descriptions will have
to be changed, for the ordinance is contemplating
abandoning the entire strip.
Councilman Hughart then asked for a motion for
an amendment to the ordinance with the following information: An amendment to ordinance description of land
parcel which states that the property will be 10' x 70'x
45' according to the second map.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, City
Recorder. The amendment is as follows:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE .CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

INTRODUCED BY:

COUNCILMAN ROMIE HUGHART

ORDINANCE NO.

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE
DESCRIPTION OF LAND PARCEL
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF LOCK STREET;
SAID BEGINNING POINT BEING ALSO LOCATED IN THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER
OF LOT NO. 68 OF EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY, AS THE SAME IS DESIGNATED
AND SHOWN UPON A MAP ENTITLED, "EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY" NITRO,
KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA", DATED AUGUST 25, 1934, PREPARED BY
C. R. CONNER, C. E. AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF CLERK OF THE
COUNTY COMMISSION OF KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, IN MAP BOOK 8,
AT PAGE 85: THENCE RUNNING WITH THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF LOCK STREET,
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N. 89 DEC. 45' W., A DISTANCE OF 9.39 FEET TO A POINT IN THE EASTERLY EDGE OF THE SIDEWALK IN BROADWAY AVENUE: THENCE RUNNING WITH
THE EASTERLY LINE OF THE SIDEWALK IN BROADWAY AVENUE, S. 26 DEC.
50' W. A DISTANCE OF 45 FEET: THENCE RUNNING WITH THE WESTERLY LINE
OF SAID LOT NO. 68 FROM AFORMENTIONED BEGINNING POINT LOCATED IN
THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF LOT NO. 68 ALSO S 26 DEC. 50' W. A
DISTANCE OF 70' FEET: SAID PARCEL HEREIN IS SHOWN UPON A MAP ENTITLED "NO. 113 LOCK STREET BEING LOT NO. 68 EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY,
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, KANAWHA COUNTY FOR HOWARD E. AND BESSIE A.
HINRICHS", MADE BY PAUL CODY, R. P. E. DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1979.
INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 6TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 1979.
ADOPTED UPON SECOND READING ON THE

DAY OF

1979.
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The. motion to amend was then passed.
Councilman Hughart, stated that ..he would also
like ,to amend the ordinance-, by a motion.-, ; dealing with
46%' (more or less) on the westerly side*-of Minor Avenue.
The Amendment is as follows:
.

I

BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF HITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

COUNCILMAN ROMIE HUGHART •

ORDINANCE NO.

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO.
AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED:

THAT PORTION OF SAID

BUILDING, (46% FEET MORE OR LESS), AS SHOWN ON PLOT PLAN ENTITLED
"NO. 113 LOCK STREET, LOT NO. 68 EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY, NITRO,

I

WEST VIRGINIA, KANAWHA COUNTY, BY PAUL CODY, R. P. E., DATED
FEBRUARY 12, 1979 FOR HOWARD AND BESSIE A. HINRICHS, THE AFOREMENTIONED BUILDING SETS ON 1 AND % FEET MORE OR LESS, CITY RIGHT
OF WAY ON THE EASTERLY SIDE OF LOT NO. 68 AND THE WESTERLY SIDE OF
MINOR AVENUE, NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, THIS PARCEL OF
LAND BY THE PROCESS OF WAIVER 'SHALL

BE DECLARED FREE OF SAID CITY

RIGHT OF WAY UNTIL SUCH TIME THE SAID STRUCTURE BE MOVED OR REMOVED
AT WHICH TIME THE CITY RIGHT OF WAY WILL REVERT BACK TO ORIGINAL
RIGHT OF WAY AS SHOWN UPON A MAP ENTITLED,

" EAST ' 'VIEW

. .

LAND COMPANY, NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA", DATED AUGUST
25, 1934 AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE COUNTY
COMMISSION .OF KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA IN MAP BOOK 8, PAGE 85.
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Mr. McCormick, City Attorney then stated that it would
have to specify in the deed that there is a possibility that
the land can be reverted back to the city.
The motion was then seconded by Mr. Karnes, City
Recorder and the motion was then passed.
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 30,
1979, 7:30P.M.•Mayor Gibson stated that Councilman
Dr. Cassell, Mr. Karnes, and he had attended the meeting.
Mr. Karnes, City Recorder and member of the
Planning Commission, stated that they did not have a
quorum and there will be no minutes as a result. He said
there was no action taken.
Mr. Karnes said that he had attended a short
seminar and was going to schedule a grants person to
come and speak to council. Mr. Karnes said that Woodward Consultants' function is strictly to help cities
and small municipalities apply for various grants. He
said they charge a nonrefundable fee on the front, and
if in fact, we achieve the ultimate goal of receiving a
grant; they are then paid as part of the grant money.
So whatever that initial amount of the fee is, we would
lose that in the event the grant did not materialize.
Mr. Karnes said that the company's success rate
runs close to ninety percent.

I

HOUSE NUMBER DUPLICATION ON OLD COUNTY ROAD:
Councilman Miller,Chairman of the Street
Numbering Committee, said that he had been out of town last
week and had been unsuccessful in contacting the postal
department. Councilman Miller requested that this be
put on the next agenda (November 20, 1979).
REQUEST FROM ORVILLE Q. MILLER, 63-31ST STREET
EAST, NITRO, WV REGARDING AN EASEMENT;Mr. Orville
Q. Miller stated that he had talked with Mr. Gene Williams,
Director of Public Works, and would defer the easement
until the future if necessary.
However, Mr. Orville Miller asked that Council
accept and take under advisement a petition which he read.
(The petition is in the supplemental file to the minutes.)
Mr. Orville Miller explained the need for a
secondary access in an emergency situation, and explained
that the names on the petition was a partial list.

I

Mayor Gibson informed council that there had
been many complaints from citizens who live on Old
County Road about persons who would not adhere to the
one-way traffic on Old County Road. Mayor Gibson said

*ll-20-79
Correction- Addition added:

The first reading of the ordinance was
passed as amended.
Correction called for by Councilman Hughart.
Id

he felt he was speaking for council, "We are insistingvthe
Police Department, ;and the Chief included, do something to
enlighten this family up there that they are not to;disobey
the one-way, jatre,et. sign."
Mayor Gitxsoil :Stated:that the Corps of Engineers
had been in touch with him in reference to the proposed
boat marina and recreational area in the vicinity near. Smith
Street and Main Avenue cand the Old West Virginia Water Intake
BuiXtling. where; Broadway Avenue deadends. Mayor Gibson said
he would sup-ply council with information he had received
from the Corps; of Engineers. Mayor Gibson stated that the
QoTips o£ Engiineers Would like to meet with council later.
.Mayor Gibson stated that since last council
meeting that council had received copies of the following
correspondence: (Copies of the correspondence will be kept
in the supplement file to the minutes.)
1.

Community Development Partnership Grant
application which pertains to requested
funds for storm drains in the area of the
proposed landfill.

2.

Copy of letter dated October 16, 1979
from Congressman Slack to Assistant
Postmaster General in reference to some
recently proposed changes for the NitroCross Lanes area.

3.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October
17, 1979 from the National League of Cities
which is self-explanatory.

4.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October
19 1979 form Leo J. Bradley, Chief, Nitro
Police Department, in reference to Officer
Gary H. Blankenship completing his probationary period October 30, 1979.

5.

A letter from Wildwood Development Corporation dated October 26, 1979, in reference to
storm drain project pending in Brookhaven.

6.

Mailgrams dated October 10, 1979 sent to
Kanawha County Commissioners in reference to
a meeting.

7.

A brochure on VIAL OF LIFE PROGRAM sponsored
by the Woman's Club of Nitro and the Nitro
Police Department.
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8.
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Mayor Gibson had written a letter dated
November 2, 1979 to Mr. Don Patton,
Manager of Kanawha CableVision, in
reference to complaints from tenants
of an apartment building situated at
201 First Avenue South, Nitro, West
Virginia that they can't get CableVision
service.

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS:
MR. KARNES: Mr. Karnes stated that Councilman
Dr. Cassell and he had been appointed as a committee of two
to deal with Monsanto Company in reference to any grants
available through them relating to any worthwhile civic
projects.
Mr. Karnes stated that the contract with Orders
and Haynes had been signed on the paving of Holly Street
and Sattes Circle.
COUNCILMAN MILLER:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

I

no reports.
no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen said he would like for the Finance Committee
to let him know about the status of the proposed fire hydrants
for Broadway Avenue and 18th Street Hill.
Dr. Allen said that the Partnership Grant that was
presented by Mayor Gibson was approved by the Regional Intergovernmental Council and was now on the hands of the governor.
MAYOR GIBSON; Mayor Gibson referred to the
problem on Michigan Avenue to the Street and Traffic
Committee. Mrs. Hattie Tincher said that water runs off the
road onto her property and against her house. She said
that she appreciated what was done to the road, but that
it wasn't enough. Mrs. Tincher said that this was not just
a paving problem, but that this was the Sanitation Board's
problem.
Mr. Williams said that berm work was needed and
more work on the pavement was needed, which he intended to
correct.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
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no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: Councilman Bailey said he
would like for the council to urge the supporting of
the levy for KRT and the Kanawha Emergency Ambulance
Authority which is to be held on December 15.
Councilman Bailey made a motion to concur in the
affirmative in the need of this levy for the continuation
of the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority.

GOD

The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen.
Mayor Gibson asked if there were any questions.
Councilman Miller asked, "Why is the City of
Charleston going to get their entire amount?"
Councilman Bailey said, "That's wrong. I'll
make a correction." He said there is a special committee set up to determine the proportionate share of the
cost.
Councilman Bailey quoted some figures and
information from the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance
Authority budget (July 1, 1980 to June 30, 1983) which,
he said, he had given to council.
Councilman Miller said, "I think this is
discriminatory. I don't see why the City of Charleston
should be permitted to take a rake-off of the levy, and
I hope you councilmen will vote against his proposal."
Mr. Karnes said he was in favor of the Ambulance Authority, and he was in favor of having it, but
he was totally against any contract with Charleston or
anybody else to reimburse them any portion of the dollar.
He said, "Make the service available to Charleston and
if they don't choose to take it, that's fine."
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After further discussion, Mayor Gibson called for
a vote on the motion made by Councilman Bailey.
Councilman Hughart, Councilman at Large Dr.
Allen, Councilman Dr. Cassell, and Councilman Bailey
voted for.
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Mr. Karnes, Councilman Miller, Councilman at
Large Legg, and Councilman at Large Pennington voted
against.
Mayor Gibson cast the deciding vote, voting for,
and the motion carried.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
recess until Tuesday 13, 1979 at 7:30 P.M. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Karnes, and the motion was passed unanimous ly.

MAYOR

RECORDER

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
NOVEMBER 13, 1979

t

The reconvened meeting of the recessed meeting of
November 6, 1979 was held in the Council Chambers November 13,
1979 at 7:30 p.m.

I

Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes,
City Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman Dean Miller.
Jeremiah McConnick.

Also present was City Attorney, Mr.

Councilman Gus Bailey was absent.

Mayor Gibson reconvened the recessed meeting of
November 6, 1979.
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Ordinance
Committee, read the second reading of the ordinance as was
submitted and passed on first reading October 2, 1979, and
is amended as follows:

I
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»UV££ Ho.
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND RE-INACTING SECTION 18-15 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA OF 1975, AS LAST AMENDED, BEING AN
ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE
DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY
SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE
DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties,
West Virginia, presently owns a secondary treatment sanitary
sewage system supplying a secondary sanitary sewage service in
and to the City of Nitro, West Virginia, and surrounding territory
and for the Rock Branch Public Service District; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, has determined that major repairs must be made
to certain of the sewer lines making up a part of the secondary
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sanitary sewage system, and
WHEREAS, in order to comply with the requirements
of the United States Department of Environmental Protection
Agency, additional employees, with additional skills and education
must be acquired by the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, to comply with the aforesaid requirements of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency, which additional
personnel have not been budgeted for nor is the existing
tariff sufficient to provide the funds necessary for such additional
personnel; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, has advised the City Council of Nitro, West
Virginia, that the costs to complete repairs to the system

I

339
overran projections which in turn necessitated said sanitary

I

board to secure financing from commercial banks, which said
financing must be converted to long term financing, and
WHEREAS, the city does not have available funds for
the construction and repair to the present secondary sanitary
sewage system as outlined by its sanitary board, and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, West Virginia, does not
have funds within the sources now available to it to pay the
t
costs of administration, management, operation, maintenance,
acquisition, enlargement and replacement of the present secondary
sanitary sewage system, and the interceptor sewer lines, pumping
stations, treatment works and appurtenances; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to impose rates

I

and charges for the use of the services afforded by the secondary
sanitary sewage system to obtain such funds; and
WHEREAS, it is the obligation of the producers of
sewage and industrial waste to supply such revenue to the City
in an equitable manner and in proportion to the service rendered
to the benefits derived; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, is authorized under the
authority of Chapter 8, Article 8, of the West Virginia Code
of 1931, as last amended, to fix, establish, and maintain, by
ordinance, just and equitable rates or charges for the use of
the services and facilities to be rendered upon completion of
any works and system necessary to comply with any citation
issued by the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources; and
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WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
after proper investigation has determined that the rates and
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standards for the use of the secondary sanitary sewage system
and the computation of rates to be charged therefor as fixed by
this ordinance are reasonable, necessary and proper, and have
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petitioned the City Council of the City of Nitro, to enact this
ordinance establishing such rates and standards; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro has
previously enacted an Ordinance providing for rates and standards
for the use of the existing .sanitary sewage system; and
t
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro has
evaluated the feasibility and necessity for the imposition of
higher rates to its customers for the rendering of secondary
sanitary sewage treatment and has caused and directed its staff
and supporting professional personnel to supply it with documentation
relative to this problem, which documentation is incorporated
herewith as supporting the need as outlined by said sanitary
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board; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that the certain
Ordinances previously enacted by the City Council of the City
of Nitro, entitled, "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE RELATING
TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF
SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE
SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSTIION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISTION,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO" is amended, to
reflect the following new rates for the construction, acquisition,
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operation and maintenance of a secondary sanitary sewage system, but
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in all other regulations and such ordinances shall remain in full
force and effect unless otherwise Amended by this Ordinance.

DIVISION 1— Amending Division 5—
SEWER SERVICE SCHEDULE OF RATES: .
1.

There is hereby levied and assessed against all

owners, tenants, or occupants of each and every lot or parcel of
real estate or building having any active connection with the
public sanitary sewage system or otherwise discharging sewage,
industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or
i.
indirectly unto said system or any part thereof, a service charge
payable as hereinafter provided for and in the amount hereinafter

I

provided.
2.

The service charge for any owner, tenant, or

occupant of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or building
situated within or outside the corporate limits of the City of
Nitro, having any connection with the City's public secondary
sanitary sewage system and discharging sewer, industrial wastes,
water or other liquids into said system, shall be as follows:
SCHEDULE // 1
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATE

I

(Based upon the metered amount of water supplied)

First
Next
Next
Next
Next
All over

2,000
2,000
2,000
4,000
90,000
100,000

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

used
used
used
used
used
used

per
per
per
per
per
per

monthr
month
month
month
month
month

$2.95
$2.85
$2.75
$2.60
$2.30
$2.00

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand gal.
thousand gal.
thousand gal.
thousand gal.
thousand gal.
thousand gal.

MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE - 2,000 gallons per month—$5.90
DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in
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full within (10) days of the date of bill, ten percent (10%) will
be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly
or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower charges.
X

MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY_
On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy
buildings, each family or business unit shall be required to pay .
not less than the minimum monthly charge herein establised.

Motels

and hotels shall pay according to the metered amount of water used.
So-called mobile homes or house trailers grouped on so-called trailer
courts will be billed like any other multiple-occupancy units.

I

House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on
sites other than a park or court shall be billed in the same manner
as any other family or business unit and, if applicable, subject
to the multiple occupancy provision of this rate schedule.

'

SCHEDULE // 2

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE
The charge for the treatment of industrial waste will be
calculated on the basis of the following formula:

Ci=VoVi=BoBi=SoSi
Ci=charge to industrial users per year.
Vo=average unit cost of transport and treatment chargeable to volume,
in dollars per gallon.
Vi=Vo]ume of waste water from industrial users, in gallons per year.
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Bo=average unit of cost of treatment, chargeable to Biochemcial

I

Oxygen Demand (BOD), in dollars per pound.
Bi=weight of BOD from industrial users,, in pounds per year.
So=average unit cost of treatment (including sludge treatment)
chargeable to total solids, in dollars per pound.
Si=weight of total solids from industrial users, in pounds per
year.
When an industrial user is to be served, a preliminary

»
study of its waste, and the cost of transport and treatment thereof
will be made.

Waste containing materials which, in the judgment

of the Sanitary Board, should not be introduced into the sewer system
need not be handled by it.

The results of this preliminary study will

be used to determine the feasibility of the proposed sewer service

I

and the charge thereof, based upon the formula set out above.
Thereafter, industrial sewage wil be monitored on a regular
basis at the conclusion of each fiscal year, based on the investigation
aforesaid and audit of Sanitary Board records, new costs figures will
be calculated for use in the above formula.

The cost of establishing

the monitoring facilities shall be paid by the industrial user Based
on these audited figures, additional billings covering the past fiscal
year will be made for payment by each industrial user, or refund given
by the Sanitary Board, as the case may be.

Such audited figures will

be used for the preliminary billing for the next fiscal year, at the
end of which an adjustment will be made as aforesaid.

SCHEDULE ti 3

I

APPLICABLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF
NITRO.
Where the amount of sanitary sewage discharge into the
Nitro waste treatment system by certain industrial plant or plants
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cannot be accurately determined by the use of the plant's water
meter or meters, a special formula will be used whereby such plant or
plants will pay to the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro a sewer
charge calculated at fifty (50)

I

gallons of water per each employee at

the plant each working day.

SCHEDULE // 4
Applicable inside and outside the Corporate limits of the
City of Nitro.

>

SERVICE CONNECTION FEE
1.

Service Connection Inspection Fee- $50.00

To apply where the service connection is in place ready
for the owner to connect, generally at the property line.
2.

Service Connection Fee- $300/or the actual cost, which-

I

ever be the greater amount.
To apply where an opening must be made by the Sanitary Board
in said Sanitary Board's collector sewer, and service line laid from
such opening (tap) to owner's property line.

DIVISION 2

AMENDING DIVISION II

EFFECTIVE DATE-

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately after
the public hearing required by Chapter 8, Artitle 8, Section 3 of
the West Virginia Code of 1931, as last amended, and the affirmative
vote of a majority of. the City Council of the 'City of Nitro, West
Virginia, such rates to be imposed at the first pay period after the
expiration of forty-five days from the day of passage and enactment.

I
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The City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia
finds and concludes upon the evidence presented at the public

I

hearing held in its Council Chambers in the City of Nitro,
West Virginia on Tuesday, the 6th day of November, 1979, at
7:00 p.m. E.S.T., that there was proper notice given pursuant
to, and in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 16,
Article 13, Section 16 of the West Virginia Code of 1931,
as amended.

INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 2ND DAY OF OCTOBER,1979.

William D. Gibson, Mayor

I
Don Karnes, Recorder

I
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I
COUNCILMAN HUGHART ADDRESSED COUNCIL: "We have spent
considerable time discussing the ordinance.

There has been

many, many questions, some downright personal questions to
members of the board, and employees of the Sanitary Board.
And, I am satisfied that they have answered theses-questions
to the best of their ability with all due consideration and
honesty."
And, Councilman Hughart moved to accept the
ordinance on second reading as amended.

The motion was

seconded by Councilman Miller.
At this point, Mr. Karnes made a motion to amend

I

Councilman Hughart's motion to change Schedule #1 to First
2,000 gallons used per month

$2.55 per thousand gallons

instead of $2.95 per thousand gallons and on Monthly Minimum
Charge, change to 2,000 gallons per month

$5.10 instead

of $5.90.
As follows:

I
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I

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND RE-INACTING SECTION 18-15 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA OF 1975, AS LAST AMENDED, BEING AN
ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE
DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY
SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSITION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION,
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY SEWAGE
DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties,
Vest Virginia, presently owns a secondary treatment sanitary
sewage system supplying a secondary sanitary sewage service in
and to the City of Nitro, West Virginia, and surrounding territory
and for the Rock Branch Public Service District; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, has determined that major repairs must be made

I

to certain of the sewer lines making up a part of the secondary
sanitary sewage system, and
WHEREAS, in order to comply with the requirements
of the United States Department of Environmental Protection
Agency, additional employees, with additional skills and education
must be acquired by the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, to comply with the aforesaid requirements of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency, which additional
t*'
personnel have not been budgeted for nor is the existing
tariff sufficient to provide the funds necessary for such additional
personnel; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,

I

West Virginia, has advised the City Council of Nitro, West
Virginia, that the costs to complete repairs to the system

overran projections which in turn necessitated said sanitary
board to secure financing from commercial banks, which said
financing must be converted to long term financing, and

I

WHEREAS, the city does not have available funds for
the construction and repair to the present secondary sanitary
sewage system as outlined by its sanitary board, and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, West Virginia, does not
have funds within the sources now available to it to pay the
/
costs of administration, management, operation, maintenance,
acquisition, enlargement and replacement of the present secondary
sanitary sewage system, and the interceptor sewer lines, pumping
stations, treatment works and appurtenances; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to impose rates
and charges for the use of the services afforded by the secondary
sanitary sewage system to obtain such funds; and

I

WHEREAS, it is the obligation of the producers of
sewage and industrial waste to supply such revenue to the City
in an equitable manner and in proportion to the service rendered
to the benefits derived; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro, is authorized under the
authority of Chapter 8, Article 8, of the West Virginia Code
of 1931, as last amended, to fix, establish, and maintain, by
ordinance, just and equitable rates or charges for the use of
the services and facilities to be rendered upon completion of
any works and system necessary to comply with any citation
issued by the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources; and
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro,
after proper investigation has determined that the rates and

I
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standards for the use of the secondary sanitary sewage system

I

and the computation of rates to be charged therefor as fixed by
this ordinance are reasonable, necessary and proper, and have
petitioned the City Council of the City of Nitro, to enact this
ordinance establishing such rates and standards; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Nitro has
previously enacted an Ordinance providing for rates and standards
for the use of the existing sanitary sewage system; and
t
WHEREAS, the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro has
evaluated the feasibility and necessity for the imposition of
higher rates to its customers for the rendering of secondary
sanitary sewage treatment and has caused and directed its staff
and supporting professional personnel to supply it with documentation

I

relative to this problem, which documentation is incorporated
herewith as supporting the need as outlined by said sanitary
board; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, that the certain
Ordinances previously enacted by the City Council of the City
of Nitro, entitled, "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE RELATING
TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISITION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO, THE DISCHARGE OF
SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES TO THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWAGE
SYSTEM, AND THE IMPOSTIION OF RATES FOR THE USE OF THE SERVICE
RENDERED BY THE SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, ACQUISTION,

I

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SECONDARY TREATMENT SANITARY
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NITRO" is amended, to
reflect the following new rates for the construction, acquisition,

operation and maintenance of a secondary sanitary sewage system, but
in all other regulations and such ordinances shall remain in full

I

force and effect unless otherwise Amended by this Ordinance.

DIVISION 1— Amending Division 5—
SEWER SERVICE SCHEDULE OF RATES:
1.

There is hereby levied and assessed against all

owners, tenants, or occupants of each and every lot or parcel of
real estate or building having any active connection with the
public sanitary sewage system or otherwise discharging

sewage,

industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or
indirectly unto said system or any part thereof, a service charge
payable as hereinafter provided for and in the amount hereinafter
provided.
2.

I

The service charge for any owner, tenant, or

occupant of each and every lot or parcel of real estate or-building
situated within or outside the corporate limits of the City of
Nitro, having any connection with the City's public secondary
sanitary sewage system and discharging sewer, industrial wastes,
water or other liquids into said system, shall be as follows:
SCHEDULE ti 1
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE
Available for sanitary sewer service.
RATE

(Based upon the metered amount of water supplied)

First
Next
Next
Next
Next
All over

2,000
2,000
2,000
4,000
90,000
100,000

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

used
used
used
used
used
used

per
per
per
per
per
per

month
month
month
month
month
month

$2.55
$2.85
$2.75
$2.60
$2.30
$2.00

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

gal.
gal.
gal.
gal.
gal.
gal.
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MONTHLY • MI N1MUM CHARGE - 2,000 gallons per month- —$5.10
DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY

I

The above schedule is net.

On all accounts not paid in

full within (10) days of the date of bill, ten percent (10%) will
be added to the net amount shown.
QUARTERLY OR BI-MONTHLY BILLING
The above rates and charges may be adjusted to a quarterly
or bi-monthly basis, providing no lower charges.
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY_

f

On apartment buildings, or other multiple occupancy
buildings, each family or business unit shall be required to pay .
not less than the minimum monthly charge herein establised.

Motels

and hotels shall pay according to the metered amount of water used.
So-called mobile homes or house trailers grouped on so-called trailer

I

courts will be billed like any other multiple-occupancy units.
House trailers, either mobile or immobile, located on
sites other than a park or court shall be billed in the same manner
as any other family or business unit and, if applicable,

subject

to the multiple occupancy provision of this rate schedule.

SCHEDULE // 2
INDUSTRIAL SERVICE
" The charge for the treatment of industrial waste will be
calculated on the basis of the following formula:

Ci=VoVi=BoBi=SoSi
Ci=charge to industrial users per year.

I

Vo=average unit cost of transport and treatment chargeable to volume,
In dollars per gallon.
Vi=Volume of waste water from industrial users, in gallons per year.

Bo=average unit of cost of treatment, chargeable to Biochemcial
Oxygen Demand (BOD), in dollars per pound.
Bi=weight of BOD from industrial users, in pounds per year.

I

So=average unit cost of treatment (including sludge treatment)
chargeable to total solids, in dollars per pound.
Si=weight of total solids from industrial users, in pounds per
year.
When an industrial user is to be served, a preliminary
t
study of its waste, and the cost of transport and treatment thereof
will be made.

Waste containing materials which, in the judgment

of the Sanitary Board, should not be introduced into the sewer system
need not be handled by, it.

The results of this preliminary study will

be used to determine the feasibility of the proposed sewer service
and the charge thereof, based upon the formula set out above.
Thereafter, industrial sewage wil be monitored on a regular

I

basis at the conclusion of each fiscal year, based on the investigation
aforesaid and audit of Sanitary Board records, new costs figures will
be calculated for use in the above formula.

The cost of establishing

the monitoring facilities shall be paid by the industrial user Based
on these audited figures, additional billings covering the past fiscal
year will be made for payment by each industrial user, or refund given
by the Sanitary Board, as the case may be.

Such audited figures will

be used for the preliminary billing for the next fiscal year, at the
end of which an adjustment will be made as aforesaid.

SCHEDULE 0 3
APPLICABLE INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF
NITRO.
Where the amount of sanitary sewage discharge into the
Nltro waste treatment system by certain industrial plant or plants

I
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cannot be accurately determined by the use of the plant's water

I

meter or meters, a special formula will be used whereby such plant or
plants will pay to the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro a sewer
charge calculated at fifty (50) gallons of water per each employee at
the plant each working day.

SCHEDULE // 4
Applicable inside and outside the Corporate limits of the
City of Nitro.

'

SERVICE CONNECTION FEE
1.

Service Connection Inspection Fee- $50.00

To apply where the service connection is in place ready
for the owner to connect, generally at the property line.
2.

I

Service Connection Fee- $300/or the actual cost, which-

ever be the greater amount.
To apply where an opening must be made by the Sanitary Board
in said Sanitary Board's collector sewer, and service line laid from
such opening (tap) to owner's property line.

DIVISION 2

AMENDING DIVISION II

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately after
the public hearing required by Chapter 8, Artitle 8, Section 3 of
the West Virginia Code of 1931, as last amended, and the affirmative
vote of a majority of the City Council of the 'City of Nitro, West
Virginia, such rates to be imposed at the first pay period after the
expiration of forty-five days from the day of passage and enactment.

I

354
The City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia
finds and concludes upon the evidence presented at the public
hearing held in its Council Chambers in the City of Nitro,

I

West Virginia on Tuesday, the-6th day of November, 1979, at
7:00 p.m. E.S.T., that there was proper notice given pursuant
to, and in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 16,
Article 13, Section 16 of the West Virginia Code of 1931,
as amended.
t

INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 2ND DAY OF OCTOBER,
ADOPTED UPON SECOND READING ON THE 13TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1979.

William D. Gibson, Mayor

I

Don Karnes, Recorder

I
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I

The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Legg.
Councilman Hughart asked, "Mr. Recorder, will this
satisfy the bonding requirements that are necessary for the
construction and repair and rebuilding of the Armor Creek
link from 21st Street to the plant?"

—

Mr. Karnes stated that according to his calculations,
it will with a very slight cushion.

Mr. Karnes said, he had

discussed this with the Sanitary Board's accountant.
Councilman Hughart asked if this still provides for
their paying the City of Nitro the $37,000 a year that is
supposed to be paid.
Mr. Karnes said, there is no provision for it in this

I

ordinance, and he thought that would have to be a separate
agreement.
Councilman Hughart stated, "We know from the
facts brought out that they were operating at a deficit.

Is

this still going to put us still in that posture?"
Mr. Karnes stated that we are not in a position to
make their budget; their budget is their responsibility.
Mr.. Pennington stated, "Donald and Gentlemen, we
heard a pretty presentation by all of the people involved
and I think they failed to give us all the facts.
They gave us the facts as they saw them and that's
the way it should be.

I

And, I'm sure they were honest and

conscientious in those facts.

356
But to give you one example, they had to have
radios and I assume portable radios, too.

This was a big

must on their list, and now they are not even used.

I

There is

a base station that sets down there now that is never used.
But, this was a big thing that they had to have.
Now, I'm also told from reliable sources that,
this end loader that is going to cost $40,000 and you know
and I know to justify a $40,000 end loader and a $30,000
building to put it in, you're going to have to use it several
times.
I'm told by someone in the city who is an authority
and knows and is aware of what has been done that this
end loader won't be used anyways close to the number-of times
it takes to justify that piece of equipment.

I

If you're going to vote to double the rates of our
citizens in Nitro without taking some further investigation,
I think, gentlemen, you're making a mistake.

That's all I

want to say."
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the motion to
amend.

Councilman at Large Legg, Councilman Miller, Councilman

Hughart, and Mr. Karnes voted for.

Councilman at Large Allen,

Councilman Dr. Cassell, and Councilman at Large Pennington
voted against.

And, the motion carried.

Mayor Gibson called for a vote on the amended motion.
Councilman at Large Legg, Councilman Miller, Councilman Hughart,
and Recorder Don Karnes voted in favor.

Councilman at Large

I

I

Allen, Councilman Dr. Cassell, and Councilman at Large Pennington
voted against.

The motion carried.

Mayor Gibson entertained a motion for adjournment.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion for adjournment.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, and the motion passed
unanimously.

Mayor

I

I

Recorder

I

I

I
OOP
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I
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
NOVEMBER 20, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on November 20, 1979 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Gus Bailey,
Councilman Dr. Guy Gassell, and Councilman Dean Miller.
Councilman at Large Jack Legg was absent. Also present was
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
Wilbur Turner, Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist
Church.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 6, 1979 PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
BETWEEN NITRO CITY COUNCIL AND NITRO SANITARY BOARD REGARDING
PROPOSED SEWER RATE INCREASE FOR THE CITY OF NITROlCouncilman
at Large Pennington made a motion that these minutes be approved
and the motion was seconded by Councilman Miller. The motion
was then passed by unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 6, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman Hughart made a motion that the November 6,1979
Minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Gassell. Councilman Hughart then requested that there
be an addition made in the November 6, 1979 Council Meeting
Minutes concerning the ordinance and amendments dealing with
the Hinrichs property on Lock Street. Councilman Hughart
stated that he wanted this addition at the end of the second
sentence on page 333 and he wanted it to read: The first
reading of the ordinance was passed as amended. The Mayor
called for a vote on Councilman Hughart's motion and it
passed unanimously.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 13, 1979 RECESSED COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES: Don Karnes, City Recorder, stated that the
council members received the minutes a little late and requested
this to be moved to the last item on the agenda in order to
give council members a little more time to look them over.
Council agreed.
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APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 1979 FINANCIAL STATEMBENT:
Don Karnes, City Recorder reported that although the accounts
payable line is a little high it is approximately $29,000
lower than September 30, 1979. He also stated that he felt
it will be even lower by the end of November. Things are
looking a little better, he stated.
Mr. Karnes explained that normally the
expenditures on the Firemen's Pension Fund is pretty low but
on this particular month a fireman with seven years service
resigned and requested a refund on his pension which amounted
to a little over $3,000 of this $5,000 expenditure, and that
is the reason it is higher than normal. Also, on the
Policemen's Pension Fund Patrolman Parsons resigns and withdrew
his pension which amounted to about $1,600; so this explains the
high expenditures on both of those funds.
Councilman Bailey then made a motion that the
October, 1979 Financial Statement be approved. Councilman
Hughart seconded the motion, and the motion was then passed.
COMPLAINT REGARDING A PARKING CONDITION AT THE
EXTENSION OF THIRD AVENUE BETWEEN FOURTH (4) and THIRD (3) STREET:
Councilman Hughart apologized to council and stated that The
Street and Traffic Committee had not resolved this yet and
requested that this be left in committee until we get ready to
bring it back to the table.
SECOND READING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO THE
ABANDONMENT OF ATORTION OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY RETAINED BrTHE
CITY OF NITRO AND EAST VIEW LAND COMPANY LOCATED ON LOCK STREET:
Councilman Hughart made a motion that tHe second reading of the
ordinance proposing the abandonment of a portion of the rightof-was retained by the City of Nitro and East View Land Company
located on Lock Street as amended in the previous meeting be
completed as of the second reading tonight.

I

THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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I
BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, VEST VIRGINIA.
INTRODUCED BY: Councilman Romie Hughart

ORDINANCE N0»

79-11

WHEREAS, East View Land Company acquired a tract of land
from Charleston Industrial Corporation by deed dated November 12,
t
1923, and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County
Commission of Kanawha County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 262, at
Page 230, located in the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West
Virginia; and,
WHEREAS, East View Land Company laid out said tract of

I

land into lots, streets and avenues, as the same are shown upon a
map thereof entitled, "East View Land Company Nitro, Kanawha Co0,
W0Va.n, dated August 25, 193^, made by C. R. Conner, C.E., of record
in said Clerk's Office in Map Book 8, at page 85; and,
WHEREAS, one of the streets or avenues shown upon said
map is Broadway Avenue and said Broadway Avenue is shown upon said
map as being sixty (60) feet in width and that portion of Broadway
Avenue lying south of Lock Street has been improved and used by the
City of Nitro for a distance of forty (lj.0) feet; and,
WHEREAS, a recent survey made by Paul Cody, R.P0E., dated
February 12, 1979, shows that the portion of Broadway Avenue lying
east of the sidewalk has an encroachment upon it which is part of

I

the improvements constructed on Lot No. Sixty-Eight (68) of East

View Land Company and presently owned by Howard E. Hinrichs and

I

Bessie A0 Hinrichs, his wife; and,
WHEREAS, the aforesaid map made by Paul Cody, R.P.E.,
dated February 12, 1979, also shows that the frame building constructed on Lot No, 68 of East View Land Company extends a distance
of li feet, more or less, beyond the easterly line of Lot No. 68 into
the westerly right of way line of Minor Avenue, as' shown upon the
said map; and,
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Nitro has been
requested by the said owners of Lot No. 68 to abandon a portion of
Broadway Avenue lying east of the sidewalk in Broadway Avenue
extending from the intersection of Lock Street and Broadway Avenue
in a southerly direction and convey the same to the said Howard E.
Hinrichs and Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife, as said strip is more

I

particularly bounded and described hereinafter in this Ordinance;
and,
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Nitro has been
requested by said owners of Lot No. 68 to issue a waiver of the li
foot extension of the improvements located beyond the easterly line
of Lot No. 68 into the westerly right of way line of Minor Avenue
\d authorize the Mayor of the City of Nitro to issue such waiver

by written instrument on certain terms and conditions to be placed
of record in the aforesaid Clerk's Office.

I
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ORDINANCE NO. 79-11

I

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council
of the City of Nitro that the portion of Broadway Avenue lying east
of the sidewalk in Broadway Avenue be abandoned by the City of Nitro
as more particularly bounded and described as follows:

I

BEGINNING at a point in the southerly line of Lock Street;
said beginning point being also located in the northwesterly corner
of Lot No, 68 of East View Land Company as the same is designated
and shown upon a map entitled, "East View Land Company Nitro, Kanawha
Co., W.Va.", dated August 25, 193*4-, prepared by C. R. Conner, C.E.,
and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission
of Kanawha County, West Virginia, in Map Book 8, at page 85; thence
running with the southerly line of Lock Street, N. 89 deg. 45' W.
a distance of 9.39 feet to a point in the easterly edge of a sidewalk
in Broadway Avenue; thence running with the easterly line of said
sidewalk and Broadway Avenue, S0 26 deg. 50' W., a distance of lj.5 feet
to a point; thence leaving said sidewalk and running S, I|. degc 51' W,
22.1j.3 feet to an iron pin in the westerly line of said Lot No. 68;
thence running with part of the westerly line of said Lot No. 68, N.
26 deg. 50' E. 70 feet to the place of beginning, containing lj.82.788
square feet, more or less; said parcel herein conveyed is shown upon
a map entitled, "No. 113 Lock Street,Being Parcel Of Land Adjacent
To Lot 68 & Broadway EAST VIEW LAND CO. To Be Conveyed To HOWARD E0
& BESSIE A. HINRICHS", dated November 19, 1979, and prepared by Paul
Cody, R.P.E., a copy of which map is attached hereto, incorporated
herein and filed herewith.
AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common Council of the
City of Nitro that the Mayor of the City of Nitro be authorized and
directed to sign, acknowledge and deliver a deed conveying and releasing said strip of land lying east of the sidewalk in Broadway
Avenue as more particularly bounded and described above to Howard E,
Hinrichs and Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife, for the sum of $ 570
this being the fair market value of said strip of land so abandoned
and conveyed; all in compliance with Chapter 8, Article 12, Section

I

18 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended.

,
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AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common Council of the
City of Nitro that the City of Nitro issue a waiver unto Howard E.
Hinrichs and Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife, their heirs, assigns,

and successors in title, to the l£ foot extension of the improvements
located beyond the easterly line of Lot No. 68 into the westerly
right of way line of Minor Avenue and this waiver shall operate to
*
clear and make free said encroachments on Minor Avenue as above
set out and this waiver shall continue in full force and effect
until such time as the present structure be moved or removed from
said right of way, at which time the waiver shall terminate forthwith and all rights created by said waiver shall cease and the full
right of way shall revert back to the said City of Nitro, as said
Minor Avenue is shown upon a map entitled, "East View Land Company

I

Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia", dated August 25, 193^4-, and
of record in said Clerk's Office in Map Book 8, at page 85, and the
Mayor of the City of Nitro is hereby authorized and empowered to
sign, execute, acknowledge and deliver an instrument in accordance
with this ordinance for recordation in said Clerk's Office.
Introduced on First Reading on the 6th day of November,
1979.
Adopted and passed by the Common Council of the City of
Nitro upon Second Reading on the

20th

day of November

1979.

ATTEST'

*
CITY RECORDER

MAYOR of the CITY OF NITRO

_»
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I

Mr. Karnes seconded the motion.
unanimously.

The motion was then passed

HOUSE NUMBERING DUPLICATION ON OLD COUNTY ROAD:
CounciIman Miller,Chairman of the Street Numbering Committee said that he had talked with Mr. Hudson the Nitro Post
Office and he had stated that the situation had been taken
care of. He further stated that Mr. Hudson said the houses
had been renumbered and that the numbering wasn't consecutive but that there were no duplications.
Councilman Bailey stated that there had been some
objections from the postal department about the ditching in
that area and the water going up toward the mailboxes. He
went on to say that the postal department feared that in
cold weather this would make an icy situation. The council
then decided that Mr. Gene Williams, Director of Public
Works, could take a look at it and repair as needed.
UTILITY PAYMENT ARRANGEMENT: Mayor Gibson stated
that effective January 8th,the Bank of Nitro will no longer
accept utility bill payments. He further stated that he
understood that a business located in Nitro was working
through the utility companies trying to make arrangements
where they can collect these bills in the future. But, he
went on to say that he had talked with this party and that
they had no concrete answer yet. He said they are working
to get this resolved as soon as possible.
APPOINTMENT TO PUTNAM COUNTY CITIZEN COMMITTEE
REGARDING SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL FOR PUTNAM COUNTY: Mayor
Gibson stated that he received a letter from the Putnam
County Commission regarding solid waste disposal for that
county and requesting that an elected official be .put on
Citizen Committee.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to
appoint Mr. Karnes, Nitro City Recorder, to the Citizen
Committee in reference to a plan of action on solid waste
disposal for Putnam County. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 13, 1979 RECESSED COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES:Councilman at Large Pennington made a
motion to approve the Recessed Council Meeting Minutes of
November 13, 1979. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Hughart, and the motion passed unanimously.

I

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received copies of the following correspondence
(Correspondence is in Supplement File to Council Meeting
Minutes).
1.

Petition dated September 17, 1979 from citizens
of Old County Road, Nitro, requesting Cablevision Service from Kanawha CableVision.
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Mayor Gibson was requested to contact the manager
of Kanawha CableVision in reference to the petition.
2.

Mayor Gibson received a letter dated October 24,
1979 from James H. Higman, Colonel, Corps of
Engineers, District Engineer, Department of the
Army, Huntington District, in reference to the
cost-sharing contract and a meeting that will
be held to discuss the contract.

3.

Members of Council received a letter from
Earl Benton, Director of Photography,
Charleston Daily Mail, commending members of
the Nitro City Council on the outstanding
repaving job that was recently completed
in the Holly Street and Sattes Circle area.

4.

Mr. Herman C. Zeigler and Dr. Byrd received
a letter dated November 16, 1979 from
Mayor Gibson in reference to the parking
problem at the Cleveland Avenue railroad
crossing.

5.

Mayor Gibson sent a mailgram dated November 14,
1979, to Mr. F. W. Matthews, Superintendent,
600 Broad Street, Charleston, West Virginia
25301, to request assistance in a hazardous
situation caused by a resident parking trucks
and automobiles on railroad right-of-way
adjacent to the railroad crossing located at
Cleveland Avenue in Nitro, West Virginia.

6.

I

I

The Mayor received a post card from Kathy
Johnson, 3208 32nd Street, complimenting
the garbage service department on the
outstanding service they render.

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: Councilman at
Large Pennington stated he was giving information to council
to bring them up to date. He said some of us have been
successful in obtaining a petition to the Public Service
Commission to have the rates reduced (Sanitary Board). He
said this is not pointing the finger at anyone, we're not
criticizing anyone, but it would be wise that they get a
second opinion, that these things are in order. Councilman
at Large Pennington stated that the whole town is organized
and he thought that they were going to come up with 1,500
or 2,000 signatures on the petition.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

I

no reports

COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports

MR. JEREMIAH MCCORMICK, CITY ATTORNEY:

Mr.
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McCormick said that he wanted to bring council up to date
on the paving ordinance. He stated that he had completed
all the work he had to do with regard to making the
assessment, and that he would get together with Appalachian
Engineers, Inc. and probably Mr. Karnes, and have a report
sometime within the week.
He said, we should have the certificates ready
to remit to Orders and Haynes. I have completed all the
work that needs to be done in that area.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
COUNCILMAN MILLER:

no reports.

no reports
no reports

MR. KARNES: no reports, but he asked if someone
knew the date of the Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner.
Ms. Frazier stated, December 9 at 1:00 p.m. at The First
Presbyterian Church of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment. The motion was seconded by Mr. Karnes, City
Recorder, and the motion was unanimously approved.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
DECEMBER 4, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on December 4, 1979 at 8:OC p.m.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman Romie
Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell was absent. Also present was Mr.
Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.

I

The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by Reverend
James Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 20, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman Bailey made a motion that the November
20, 1979 Council Meeting Minutes be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed unanimously.
REPORT ON HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE
ASSESSMENT"Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, stated,
have completed the calculations with regard to the
footage assessments of the Holly Street and Sattes
paving, and provided the City Recorder with a copy
proposed assessments.

PAVING
"I
front
Circle
of the

The next step is that there be a Class II advertisement advising the property owners of the projected costs.
The advertisement must contain a hearing date, thereby giving
the property owners an opportunity to express their opinion.
I need to coordinate that with the City Recorder.
I will do so. I have provided him with a copy of the calculations with regard to the paving assessments, and they
will be posted here at City Hall.

I

There will be a legal advertisement if there are
no major corrections or modifications need to be made, then,
council can enact the ordinance which will effect the liens.
And, once the liens have been effected it will be incumbent
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upon the paver, Orders and Haynes, to reimburse the city
at that juncture of any cost the city had incurred. So,
the procedure is on course. It's only necessary for Mr.
Karnes and myself to get together and coordinate the time.
The total cost for Sattes Circle was $22,500.00
The cost for Holly Street was $8,400.00. The cost per
frontal foot of Sattes Circle was $7.37. The cost per
frontal foot on Holly Street was $9.25.
Councilman Hughart said, " Give me those
footage prices again, please."
Mr. McCormick answered, " For Sattes Circle
$7.37 per front foot, Holly Street was $9.25 per front foot.
Councilman Bailey asked, "Was that on the bid
received without the added cost of engineers?"
Mr. McCormick answered, "No that was included;
that was an estimated per unit price. With the overrun, it
was based on a per unit cost. Of course, they used more
units than they estimated; so that's the reason there is an
override. But, in this specification it does allow for that
differential."
Councilman Bailey stated, "There is a sizeable
difference there."

I

Mr. McCormick stated, "Exactly, and that was a
cause of concern for myself, and the Mayor, and Mr. Karnes
in reviewing the bid specifications and discussing the situation with the engineer and with Orders and Haynes. We
concluded it was good on a per unit cost. And, because
they used more asphalt and more paving substances than they
anticipated, of course, the overall cost exceeded what their
original expectations were."
Councilman Hughart said, "They accepted a bid,
though, didn't they, and we voted to accept their bid. They
turned a bid for another fee."
Mr. McCormick said, "Their bid was predicated on
a per unit cost and if you'll scrutinize the bid specifications
it sets forth it is predicated on a per unit cost. They estimated the number of units that would be necessary to complete
the job. They underestimated the number of units. I conversed with the city engineer with regard to that. He said it
is not uncommon, and, of course, the city engineer oversaw the
job, and he said the excess and the number of units utilized
was justified. There was no waste or misutilization."

I
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Councilman Hughart stated, "But, they came out
with a per foot. Now, if it took more footage than we
originally planned that's something else. But these
figures that we have here are not in agreement with the
per foot that we saw."
Mr. McCormick said, "It was predicated upon a
cost per unit basis. They estimated the number of units
necessary to complete the job. It was not a turnkey job,
it was not a turnkey bid. They didn't guarantee they would
do the job for x number of dollars. It was on a cost per
unit basis."
Councilman Hughart asked, "Where does it say that.'
Councilman Miller said, "We were furnished an open
bid that said so much a foot, not so much a unit. It was
bid by linear foot; it wasn't bid by unit.
Councilman Hughart said, "The bid was $5.95 per
foot on Sattes Circle and $6.80 per foot. We had an
estimate and we had a bid. I should have a copy of the
bid somewhere."
Councilman Miller asked, "Where are the bids?"

I

Mr. Karnes answered, " I have the original bid in
my office.
Councilman Miller replied,

"I would like to see

it."
Councilman Hughart said, "The estimated cost was
$4.20 per foot on Sattes Circle, Holly Street was $5.95 per
foot on Sattes Circle, and $6.80 per foot on Holly Street."
Mr. McCormick said, "The contract recites that on
page 7, SPECIAL CONDITIONS that 'Whenever the estimated
quantities of work to be done and materials to be furnished
on a unit price basis under the contract are shown in any
of the ducouments including the proposal, they are given
for use in comparing bids, and the right is expressly reserved, except as herein otherwise specifically limited,
to increase or diminish them as may be deemed reasonably
necessary or desireable by the owner to complete the work
contemplated by this contract, and such increase or diminution shall in no way vitiate this contract, not shall any
such increase or diminution give cause for claims or liability for damages.1"

I

Councilman Miller asked, "How many additional units
did they use.?"
Mr. McCormick said, "I don't have those figures.
The engineer does."
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Councilman Hughart asked, "How many feet for Sattes
Circle did you say?"
Mr. McCormick said, "Sattes Circle: linear feet was
3,054.42, total cost was $22,500 dollars at $7.37 per front
foot."

I

Councilman Hughart asked, "And Holly Street was . . .?'
Mr. McCormick said, "Linear feet, 907.75, $8,400.00,
$9.25 per front foot."
Mr. McCormick said, "I don't have a breakdown as to
what their estimated units and actual units turned out to be.
The engineer has that, he just gave me the total figures, not
the breakdown.
Councilman Hughart said,.;" Somewhere they spelled it
out, because I made a note of what the bid actually was and I
thought if we received a bid with a price, that is the price.
Unless, somebody made changes or additions which I am not
aware of."
Mr. McCormick said, "Well the change was they used
more units than they anticipated and, of course, the city
engineer . . . "
Councilman Hughart asked, "But, who told them to
do that?"
Mr. McCormick said, "Evidently, the city engineer,
they supervised . . . "

I

Mr. Hughart said, "He had no right . . . "
Mr. McCormick said, "If they deemed necessary, and
in the language of the contract said effective, it's deemed
necessary. He said this is on the job production and I
suppose at this juncture the discretion lies with the city
engineer to determine whether to expend more units than originally anticipated, that's what the contract calls for." He
said, " I had the same cause for concern'.1"
Mr. Karnes said, "The thing that disgusts me about it,
Orders and Haynes is one of the largest pavers in the Kanawha
Valley and they of all people should be professional enough
to be able to come over there and say, ' Do we need to do
certain things or do we not?'-And the fact that they say,
'We do not.' and submit a bid of one price and then go in on
a job and decide no, that's not adequate, we have to do this
other thing. And it cost us, as a result of them making that
error, if it is error."
He said, "I know what they did; I
they decided that strictly a wearing course
up. So they put down a base course and then
The base course was not in the bid. That's

was there, and
would not hold
a wearing course.
what ran the unit

I
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price up. He further stated, "I resent the fact that the
biggest paver in Kanawha Valley does not have more professional people that could not submit a bid closer than that.
That bid is off 30 percent. I'm disappointed in that, but
I'm not sure there is anything we can do, because that does
specify that in the contract."
Mr. Miller said, "I suggest that the contractors
be called in for a meeting with the councilmen. I think
that they should be asked to give a reason for what they
have done. I make a motion that Orders and Haynes be asked
to attend the next regularly scheduled Council Meeting to
discuss the overrun."
Councilman Bailey stated, "We have entered into a
contractual agreement. Right?"
Mr. McCormick said, "That's true."
Councilman Bailey said, "Then there is nothing we
can do about it."

I

Councilman Hughart answered, "No, no, no. Once
they put a figure down though, that's it. Now, if they see
the price was going to overrun, then they should have
stopped the job. Now, I blame Orders and Haynes and Appalachian Engineers too. First of all it's a very minor disagreement But Sattes Circle, the engineers estimated 3,213
feet. It turned out to be 3,054. On Holly Street they
estimated 801 feet; it turned out to be 907.
Now, we're paying good money for supposedly good
engineering. Now, I know engineers make mistakes, but I'm
like Dean, we had a public hearing, we told the people prior
what the estimate might be and they also knew they had the
priviledge of being here when the bid was opened. The bid
was opened and read at $5.95 a foot Sattes Circle and $6.80
a foot on Holly Street. If I lived up there that's what I
would expect to pay. Now, I think we should challenge them."
Mr. McCormick answered, "Of course that's the
purpose of having a notification on the proposed assessments,
it's our final assessments to afford the property owner the
opportunity to come in and protest."
Councilman Hughart said, "But once they offer a
bid at so niuch per foot. . ."
Mr. McCormick said, "There is a provision in the
contract to provide for the overrun."

I

Councilman Hughart questioned, "Is it specified
per foot in there?"
Councilman Miller stated, "I accept bids every day
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and once a bid is submitted it's rare, they can write and
ask that their bid not be considered but there is no way
that they can legally even do that. They can be legally
bound and I can cause then to have to pay for something once
they have bid. Now, I accept bids every day."

I

Mr. Karnes said, "What they have done here, though,
they bid for these 2 items, they bid $80.09 per unit which is
a ton. They- estimated 15 ton on one part and 70 on the other,
There is the difference when you go to unit part
of the contract it says that is an estimate and they are
allowed to overrun. By contract they are right. That's
the problem. I don't appreciate it and I don't like it at
all."
Mr. McCormick said, "I think the safeguard under
these procedures would be to have someone on the job to
make sure they don't utilize more than what their estimate
was."
Councilman Hughart said, "There was an engineer
down there. Wasn't there?"
Mr. McCormick answered, "Yes."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "I think
the problem is communications. I see what they are saying.
They bid one thing and did.something else. The contract
didn't come until after the bid. Is this not correct?"

I

Mr. McCormick replied, "No, but they determined
on the job that they were going to need additional units
than what they predicated their bids for."
Councilman at Large Pennington asked, "When did
the contract become a contract, before they bid?"
Councilman Hughart said, "They had the specifications
and they bid on the specifications."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "And then a
contract was signed after the bid?"
Mr. McCormick replied, "That's correct."
Councilman at Large Pennington stated, "Then whoever^
signed the contract was in error if they allowed them to . . ."
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen stated, "It gives
them an opportunity to underbid everybody else."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "That's right,
and that's not a fair bid. You see what I'm saying."

I
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Councilman Hughart said, "I think I see what
you are saying, but I think that's terrible. I have been
chairman of this committee and working to get paving done
and fighting other battles within the city where people were
disheartened or disenchanted about the drainage and things
like that and I would say we will get started on the paving
program and this thing turns out like this. I think that's
terrible. I'd like to challenge them."
Councilman at Large Pennington asked, "Who signed
the contract? Council voted x amount of dollars per foot,
right, no contract to run over or anything else."
Mr. McCormick said, "Council did have before them
a copy of this bid proposal which set forth that particular
provision."
Mr. Karnes said, "In effect, when we voted to
accept this contract, in effect, is when everything was set
in motion."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "In other
words when we accepted that bid we did accept the terms in
that contract."

I

Mr. McCormick said, "Otherwise as I understand it
under the nature of his particular industry they wouldn't
make a bid unless that provision was in the contract."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "I stand
corrected."
Mr. McCormick said, "They wouldn't make that bid
unless they had that provision in there. That is just the
way they operate. I don't think it's the fault of the
council or the Mayor. I mean that is the only way you can
get the job done."
Councilman Miller stated, "We hired two professional
people. We hired Appalachian Engineers to come down and to
engineer and they said it would be x number and then we ask
people to bid on specifications and we specified. They are
mighty poor people if they can't meet the specifications."
Councilman Miller said, "Let's call them in. Let's
not let them get by with it."

I

Mr. McCormick said', "I think the statutes contemplates to have a public meeting anyway and I think that
would be the appropriate time to have the engineer and the
paving company here. After notice has been given to the
property owners as to what their projected assumptions might
be; they have a right to come in and protest."
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Councilman Hughart stated, "Mr. Mayor, I would like
the committee to have a meeting with them prior to this because as far as I'm concerned I'm embarrassed to appear before
the public in a situation like this; I feel like I've been
mislead. Jerry, did you realize this contract was in there?
I thought the bid proposal was on the table for a guy like me
to understand."

I

Mr. McCormick said, "To be quite honest with you I
was under the same impression."
Councilman Hughart said, "I'm really disappointed in
this."
Mr. McCormick replied, "I assumed though that when
they told me about the number of units to be expended; that
was all the units that would be expended."
Councilman Hughart said, "Units, my foot, they made
a bid and to me that's so much per foot."
Mr. McCormick said, "I recognize that in the contract,
but I felt their business predicated on a pretty good fr.irh
estimate as to how many units they needed. Evidently, when
they got down there, as Don said, they changed their minds
on the job."
Mayor Gibson stated, "We have a motion on the floor.
Do we have a second or do you want to restate your motion or
do you want to withdraw it?"

I

Councilman Hughart said, "Withdraw it and let's have
a committee meeting, and everybody is welcome, of course."
Councilman Miller said, "All right, I withdraw it."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "You can call
them in at another time if you want."
Councilman Hughart said, "Right, I would like to
have a committee meeting and the whole council, of course, is
priviledged to be there."
Councilman Miller said, "All right, I withdraw my
motion, but I still feel that they need to be present to face
the irate citizen, not us. And I guarantee you're going to
have them at three bucks a foot above the estimate you're
going to have some irate citizens."
Councilman Hughart said, "Well, we can ask them,
but that doesn't mean they'll be there, they don't have to
be there."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "I move we
pit this in Romie's Committee for him to act as he so desires

I
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or sees fit to have a meeting whenever, in other words, I
move we put this in the Ordinance, Street and Traffic
Committee."
Mr. Karnes stated that he would second the motion
if Romie would notify everyone when that meeting will be.
The Date for the meeting was set for 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 12. Councilman Hughart said he would
like for Mr. McCormick to be present.
Mayor Gibson called for a vote on Councilman
at Large Pennington's motion which was seconded by Mr.
Karnes, and the motion passed unanimously.
REPORT ON REQUEST FOR CABLE FROM RESIDENTS AT
201% FIRST AVENUE SOUTH, NITRO. WEST VIRGINIA: Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder,stated that effective last Saturday, December
1, that cable was installed at 201% First Avenue and Kanawha
Cablevisiori is available to the residents now if they want it.
He further stated that some residents on Old County Road now
have Kanawha Cablevision and others will have it within a
week or ten days. He stated that Mayor Gibson had written
the residents to that effect.

I

Mayor Gibson said that since last council meeting,
council had received copies of the Nitro Lions Little League
Minutes of November 20, 1979 and attached was a financial
statement and a ballot. (Copy is in Supplement File to
Council Meeting Minutes).
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON;

no reports.

COUNCILMAN LEGG: no reports. However, Councilman
Legg stated that with the Mayor's and council's permission he
would like for Reverend Donald King to be recognized, and
Mayor Gibson recognized Reverend King.
Reverend King who lives at 3962 39th Street East,
stated that he was making an official complaint before the
Mayor and Council about a serious health hazard. He stated
that at this time he has 3 inches of raw sewage in his yard
which comes from a manhole on his property, and that his
neighbors were complaining.
Reverend King stated that this had been going on
for over a year, and that the problem had been reported to the
Sanitation Department. He explained the situation indepth.

I

After further discussion, Councilman Miller explained
to Reverend King that council does not control the Sanitary
Department at all; that the Sanitary Department is a separate
entity.

378
Mayor Gibson explained similar problems other
citizens were having. The mayor explained that to correct
the various problems, a new line was going to be necessary
and the estimated cost of construction was about one million
dollars. Mayor Gibson said he would be glad to send Mr.
Wygal and crew down there and if they can minimize the
problem he said I'm sure they will. Or even if they can get
Cadle Sanitary Service in to minimize it, I'll be glad to do
that. Mayor Gibson stated that the main sewer line below
there which goes to the treatment plant, is about 45 years
old and is in very bad condition. He stated that in recent
months the main sewer line had broken in two places, the
first break cost $18,000.00 to repair and the other break
cost approximately $50,000.00.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN;
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

I

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER: no reports.
Miller stated that he had received a call
and she had suggested that the elderly in
cannot come to the Senior Citizens Dinner
s omeway.

However, Councilman
from Miss Ruth Mace
nursing homes who
be considered

He referred this to the Civic Betterment Committee
to be considered next year because of the time element this
year, and asked the Mayor to write Miss Mace thanking her for
her suggestion.

I

MAYOR GIBSON: Mayor Gibson stated that the
Senior Citizens Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, December 9
at 1:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of Nitro.
MR. KARNES, CITY RECORDER:

no reports.

Mr. Karnes made a motion for adjournment. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed unanimously.
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HITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
DECEMBER 18, 1979
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on December 18, 1979 at 8:00
P.M.

Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes,

City Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
Dr. Guy Gassell, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
at Large Jack Legg, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean
Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.

Also present was Mr.

Jeremiah McCormick,City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor
William D. Gibson.

The invocation was given by Reverend James

Arbogast, Pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
1

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 4, 1979 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES:

Councilman Hughart asked that a correction be made on page 371.
The correction to be as follows; " The estimated cost by bid was
$5.95 per foot on Sattes Circle.

Holly Street was $6.80 per foot."

The correction was approved unanimously.

Councilman at Large

Pennington moved that the December 4 minutes be approved as
corrected.

Councilman Miller seconded the motion.

The December

4 Council Meeting Minutes were approved unanimously.
2

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 1979 "FINANCIAL STATEMENT:

Don Karnes, City Recorder and Chairman of Finance Committee, asked
Council to excuse him because he was not prepared to give the
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November 1979 financial statement because he had been pressed on
other matters of much importance and had not been able to get the
financial statement prepared on time.

He asked that it be put on

I

the agenda for the first Council Meeting in January 1980.
REPORT ON HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE PAVING ASSESSMENT:

Romie

Hughart, Chairman of-'Street and Traffic Committee, said that he had
met the previous week with the Street Committee, Orders and Haynes,
Appalachian Engineers, and Jeremiah McCormick (city attorney).
original cost for paving Sattes Circle was $7.37.

This cost was

reduced to $6.63; a difference of $ .74 per foot.

The original

cost for paving Holly Street was $9.25.
$8.40; a difference of $ .85 per foot.
duction of 10%.

The

This cost was reduced to
There was an overall re-

He also stated that Orders and Haynes had needed

to increase their tonage units, and that the city engineer was there
at that time and gave them his approval,to do so.

Thus, causing

the aforehand projected costs.

I

Jeremiah McCormick the city attorney said that next the
city had to set the date for the public meeting that gives the
property owners a chance to express their opinions on the projected
costs.

He also said that he needed to get together with Mr. Karnes

to set a date.
the meeting.

The public has to have two weeks notice prior to

Mr. McCormick and Mr. Karnes decided to have the

public meeting January 15, 1980 7:00pm

and Council had no objection.

REPORT, SENIOR CITIZENS DINNER SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1979:
Don Karnes, Chairman of the Recreation Committee said that there was
a good turn out at the Senior Citizens Dinner held at the First
Presbyterian Church in Nitro.

He also added that Santa Glaus was

there and so were most of the Councilmen.
Councilman Miller wanted to add that the reason he was not

I

381

I

there was because his wife's sister had had a stroke.
REPORT. EMPLOYEES CHRISTMAS DINNER MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1979:
Don Karnes, Chairman of Recreation Committee reported that the
first annual employees dinner had been held at the Moose Lodge
Monday, December 17, 1979 at 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Karnes also said

that tax payers money could not be used for such functions
according to the tax department.

Therefore, he had to rely on

local merchants and elected officials to contribute what was
needed.

He added that response was tremendous,.

The Moose

Lodge provided the cooks and the use of their facilities.

Mr.

Karnes stated that he had acquired some space in the Shopping
Guide to thank the local businessmen and citizens who contributed.

I

There were approximately 125 people who attended and
among those were about 35 children.
given toys from Santa Glaus.

All of the children were

(The toys were donated by local

merchants.)
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that the only
objection he had was that he was not given enough notice
beforehand.

Mr. Karnes explained that he did not know about

it himself until the Wednesday prior to the dinner.

He added

that next year he hoped to be able to give everyone ample
notice.
MEETING WITH GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER MONDAY, DECEMBER
17, 1979:

I

Mayor Gibson stated that he had received a letter December 12,
1979 inviting him and various other Mayor's in the Kanawha
Valley to attend a meeting with Governor Jay Rockefeller on
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December 17, 1979.

The Mayor stated that he thought the meeting

was fruitful and that he had been totally assured by the governor
that Nitro would be given a grant for the proposed addition >-±o the
municipal maintenance garage.

H

Although, he had nothing in writing

as of yet, Governor Rockefeller gave him good reason to believe
that he didn't see any problems and that he would be making an
announcement soon.

Mayor Gibson went on to add that it was nice

of the Governor to invite the Mayor's for a meeting which was held
at the Governors Mansion and that he was well pleased with the
meeting.
LETTER OR REQUEST DATED DECEMBER 13, 1979 FROM POLICE
CHIEF LEO BRADLEY CONCERNING PISTOL RANGE: Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen said that he had received a copy of a letter sent to
Mayor Gibson from Police Chief Leo Bradley concerning a request for
a pistol practice range at Ridenour Memorial Park.

He said that

he had not had a chance to discuss this with the Police Committee
as of yet.

I

Although he had discussed it with the Chief and

Jeremiah McCormick the city attorney.

He said, "You look at the

letter and you can see that there's certain responsibilities that
we have to make things available to members of the Police Department
for some type of a training program.

At this time, I'd like to

ask our chief to make a comment on this, if he would, and then I'll
ask the City Attorney to."
Chief Bradley responded, "The main crux of the whole thing
is called Vicarious Liability.

In other words, if we take a new man

and we have no training program and we have no means of keeping him
updated, the record of his updated proficiency in the use of firearms, then vicariously we are liable."
Park.

We have checked out Ridenour

There is a place there that is sufficient for a combat

I

I

police-type range.

Which only requires a maximum of 25 feet.

There is a steep hillside; it is out of gunshot hearing of the
local neighbors.
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "I have a question
Mayor.

I don't want to address it to the chief; I'll address

it to you.

He knows the answer, but I don't want to put him

on the spot.

Doesn't the Fire Department have a training

program of which they are paid to participate in?
true?

Is this not

Am I mislead or am I using the wrong terminology?

Don't

they have certain drills that they attend other than their
regular hours and they are paid for those?

Is that correct?

Mayor Gibson answered, "Yes, it's my understanding.
Councilman at Large Pennington continued, "Are we going

I

to work out something with the Police Department that they don't
have to use their time and their efforts without paying them
to participate in this program?
you expect that?

Don't you expect this?

Or do

Or am I putting words in your mouth?"

Chief Bradley answered, "I fully intend to make them
qualify every so often.
to discuss this.

The Mayor and I haven't had a chance

I think they should qualify once a month."

Councilman at Large Allen stated, "I've got to meet
with the Finance Committee and see what the cost factors are.
Just to say we're going to do it is something else?"
Councilman at Large Pennington added, "Will you take
that into consideration also?"

I

Councilman at Large Allen answered, "Oh, that would be
in consideration...how we're going to pay it...the pay scale."
<>

Councilman at Large Pennington commented, "I think they

should be paid.

It's only fair."

384
Councilman at Large Allen stated, "Well, we have to get
permission you know.

I

We can't just say we're going to do it

unless we have permission to do it."
Chief Bradley answered, "Right!

That's why I said we need

to get permission from the DNR to start with and then permission
from the City Council.

And, I think DNR would have the final say

so over the whole thing."
Mayor Gibson stated,"! think you have to consider if it's
going to create any noise problems or other problems of concern
for anyone living nearby."
Chief Bradley then stated, "Well we have took that into
consideration.

That's the reason why we chose the latter.

At first,

we started with the spill way and it was just a little bit too close
to the houses.

The noise could be heard."

I

Mayor Gibson asked, "Where does St. Albans do their
drilling?"
Chief Bradley answered, "I don't have any idea, sir.
have a man over there that lives way out Coal River.
all their reloading for them.

They

He even does

But we're not fortunate enough to have

that."
Mayor Gibson said, "Well, it may be that we could use their
facilities if they have a good one.
Mr. McCormick then stated, "St. Albans does not have a
facility, Mayor.

They take there training at the State Police

Academy."
Mr. Karnes added, "One thing that might need a partial answer,
maybe just an opinion, really, to Mel's question.

If we feel (as

a governing body) it might be necessary to train the Police Officers
and require it, then I think we'd be obligated to pay them for the

I
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time required for the training, because we do that for the

I

Fire Department.

Now, if it would be something that was kind

of a voluntary thing, I would think that they could more or less
do that on their own.

I'd say that we might be obligated to

train them up to a certain point.

And once they've met what-

ever requirements that we might establish, any further training
they might get would be strictly voluntary.
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "Well, it was my
understanding that he was going to regimentate this into a
program.
Mr. Karnes then asked, "Would there be some kind of a
minimum?
Councilman at Large Pennington answered, "Yes, and so

I

under those circumstances, I think they should be paid."
Mayor Gibson asked, "Dr. Allen, do you have any more
comments?"
Councilman at Large Allen answered, "No, I have no more
comments.

I'll meet with the committee and we'll see if we can

bring all these things to light."
Councilman at Large Allen then made a motion for this
request to be put in Police Committee, who will work with the
Finance Committee.

Mr. Karnes seconded the motion and the

motion was passed unanimously.

This issue was then put on the

agenda for the next council meeting.
MEETING WITH WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
COMMISSIONER, CHARLES MILLER. MONDAY, DECEMBER 17. 1979:

I

Mayor Gibson reported on his meeting of Monday, December 17,
1979, with the West Virginia Department of Highways Commissioner,
Charles Miller.

He said that the meeting was to discuss needed
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improvements to roadways; from a stand point of building new roads
and streets to help with the traffic flow from the HUB Industrial
Park and also from other traffic congested areas outside the

I

city limits.
The Mayor further stated that the West Virginia Department
of Highways paved the road from McJunkin's pipe yard to Kanawha
Valley Distribution late in the summer.

Now it is their intention

to go back and put a new crossing near the curve below where you
cross under the interstate.

As of now, the crossing will not

accomodate lowboys and tractor trailers.

The purpose of this

meeting was to get this new railroad crossing pushed through.
The Mayor then made reference to a letter he had received
September 20, 1979, concerning an extra lane of roadway from
42nd Street to 35th Street.

He said this also was discussed

during the meeting, along with 'eliminating
21st Street and 19th Street.

the curve at

I

He explained that this needed to

be done to accomodate the tremendous amount of tractor trailers
passing through from local industries.
Mayor Gibson stated that in six weeks he would be having
another such type meeting with Commissioner Miller.

In the

meantime, the W. Va. Department of Highways will be sending some
special people to Nitro to study the traffic flow and explore the
area to work out plans for improvement.
Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting he
had received a letter dated November 19, 1979 from the Post Master
General of the United States.

The letter was in reference to the

new Post Office in Cross Lanes.

(Correspondence to be placed in

supplement file to the minutes)
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS:

I
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MR. RARITIES:

I

No reports

COUNCILMAN MILLER:
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

No reports
No reports

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE ALLEN:

No reports, but he wanted

Mr. Karnes, Chairman of the Finance Committee to see if there
was any funds available for fire hydrants, including 18th Street
Hill.
Mr. Karnes said that his committee had a few things
together on that price wise.
Councilman at Large Allen said that he would like to
have some information on that soon.
Mr. Karnes said that while finances were being discussed,
he wanted to make mention that he thought some of the city

I

vehicles were in bad condition and felt that these matters
needed and deserved much attention.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

As Chairman of the Annexation

Committee, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell introduced a resident of
Nitro, Mr. Lonnie Norvell.

Mr. Norvell who is a resident of

1318 Valentine Circle and also a freeholder, was in possession
of an annexation petition with 161 signatures, all of whom he
believed made up 5% of the freeholders of Nitro.

Mr. Norvell

then presented the petition and a map to the council and stated
that he represented the people and I would like at this time
to ask the Council to set a time for an annexation election.
At this time, Mayor, I would like to submit this to the Council.

I

This is a map of the area along with a petition for your consideration bearing the signatures of 161 names.

Also an affidavit

signed by me."
Mr. Karnes then asked, "This map outlines the area you're
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referring to?"
Mr. Norvell replied, "Yes."
Mr. Karnes stated, "I think maybe we ought to have our
City Attorney

... or give him an opportunity to say "What do

I

we do now?'"
Mr. McConaick then stated, "The Code contemplates that on
the submission of a petition by 5% or more of the freeholders of
a municipality desiring to have a territory annexed and the petition
being verified, and Mr. Norvell did submit that he did verify to
the best of his knowledge that the petitioners were freeholders
from the City of Nitro.
holders.

They constituted at least 5% of the free-

And once such a petition is submitted to the City Council,

it's imparitive that the City Council do vote.
from the Code Chapter 8 Article 6 Section 2.

And to read directly
It's titled Petition

for Annexation; it states that '... Such a petition shall be
verified and shall be accompanied by an accurate survey map showing

I

the territory which would be annexed into the corporate limits by
the proposed change.

The governing body, upon bond in penalty

prescribed by the governing body with good and sufficient surety
being given by petitioners, and conditioned to pay the costs of such
election if a majority of the legal votes cast are against the
order
proposed change in boundry, shall thereupon a vote of the qualified
voters of such municipality to be taken upon the proposed change on
a date and at a time and place therein to be named in the order, not
less than twenty nor more than thirty days from the date thereof.
The governing body shall, at the same time, order a vote of all the
qualified voters, of the additional territory, and of all of the freeholders of such additional territory, whether they reside or have
a place of business therein or not, to be taken upon the question on

I
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the same day, at some convenient place in or near such

I

additional territory ...'

So it's incumbant upon the City

Council now, upon the submission of the petition to establish
a date for the election relative to the issue set forth in
this petition also, it's imperitive that the city confirm
bond which would be assessed against the petitioner to insure
any cost incurred."
Councilman at Large Pennington asked, "Does the whole
city vote on this as well as the people that are living in
the proposed area presently outside the city."
Mr. McCormick answered, "Yes, same time and same
issue."
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen then replied, "In

I

other words, we can't ignore this petition?"
Mr. McCormick then answered, "It's manditory, that's
correct.

No discretion.

It says 'the governing body shall'

that's not discretionary at all.

The election has to be held

no less than twenty nor more than thirty days.

Two things we

need to do today (or this evening) are to determine a tentative
time for the election and determine the amount of the bond the
petitioner must post.

And of course, you are vested with some

discretion with regard to the bond."
Mayor Gibson then asked, "Now, who has to handle the
bond?"
Mr. McCormick answered, "One of the petitioners.

I

I

don't know if Mr. Norvell wants to assume that liability himself.
But there again, I think it's discretionary.

Whatever you would

estimate the cost to be you could require a bond in that amount.
Property bond I'm sure would be adequate.

And Mr. Norvell
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representing these freeholders, ther'd be no difficulty as far as
property bond.

I'm sure."

Mr. Karnes asked, "In the ultimate end, who pays for this

I

election?"
Mr. McCormick answered, "If it's successful, as I read the
code, that would be the expense of the municipality.

If it's not

successful then we would have to look to the petitioners.
holders.

The free-

That's the purpose of posting this bond."

Mr. Kames stated, "We need to determine tonight then,
some reasonable estimate of a cost of an election."
Mr. McCormick said, "In order to establish a bond, yes."
Mr. Karnes said, "If we use figures that come to mind, it
was the levy election we had in February, that was in the neighborhood
of $3,000.

That was what the levy election cost us.

that that would be comparable or be a reasonable

I would think

estimate."

Mr. McCormick replied, "Obviously, I'll agree.

And there

I

again the code does vest us with some discretion in that regard. . .
a reasonable effort to contimplate what the anticipated cost would
be."
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington then asked, "So what
we have to do tonight is set a bond?"
Mr. McCormick answered, "Yes."
Mayor Gibson asked, "What would it be if we could get the
poll workers to donate their time?"
Mr. McCormick answered, "It has to be conducted in the normal
fashion.

As long as you comply with the guide lines, but certainly

if you can minimize your cost it would be satisfactory.
Mayor Gibson stated, "It would save a lot really if the poll
workers were willing to work and donate their time."

I
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Mr. Karnes said, "The primary expense in the levy
election...! don't know if the're any difference now in the
cost of a voting machine since they have changed the voting
machines, but in the levy election they charged us $100 each
for a machine."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "I saw something
on TV.

The new machines,tsmall machines, like we used in the

last K. V. R. T. and Ambulance election, I think it was $5.00.
Mr. Karnes replied, "I knew it was a lot less."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "Don't hold me to
that; it was $5.00 or $10.00."
Mr. Karnes said, "It cost $900.00 for the voting machines

i

for the levy election.

I'd have to kind of guess at the poll

workers.
Mr. McCorrnick then stated, "I think you have to use
as your basis what a past election cost.

Now, if you can under-

take that savings, that ovbiously would be the city's benefit
or the petitioners."
Mr. Karnes said, "With just the difference in the cost
of the voting machines, I would think you could reasonably
anticipate that this would bring it to about $2,000.

Would you

think then, Jerry, that the cost of voting machines being so
much less that we could reduce what the bond requirement by
roughly that amount?"

i

And be reasonable?"

Mr. McCormick replied, "If you're confident in that
fact."
Mr. Karnes then stated, "In the ultimate end it would
boil down to the actual cost.

So the bond is no more than a
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little asurety."
Mr. McCormick stated, "That's correct."
At this time Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion
to set a Property Bond at $2,000.
that motion.

I

Councilman Miller seconded

The motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Cassell moved that the election be set tentatively
for January 12, 1980 which is on a Saturday and give the City
Recorder and our Legal Councel the discretion necessary to work out
the mechanics of the election.
Mr. McCormick then stated, that he would research the West
Virginia Code as related to "Annexation by Election."

Because it

is very important that we follow Chapter 8, Article 6, Section 2,
of the West Virginia Code.
Councilman Miller then seconded the motion made by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
Councilman Bailey then asked if hand written ballots

I

could be used in the instance something went wrong with the new
voting machines or procedures.
Mr. McCormick said that the code specified that this election
be held in the same manner as any general election.
Mayor Gibson then called for a vote and the motion was passed
unanimously.

A copy of the petition regarding annexation is

attached hereto and made a part hereof.

In addition to being made

a part hereof, Mayor Gibson requested that a copy of the same be
made a part of the supplemental file to the minutes.
Councilman at Large Allen made mention that reservations
for voting machines be made immediately.
Mr. Karnes said that he would start making phone calls
the next day.

I
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Mr. McCormick mentioned that it was mandatory that

I

the election be held in the proper manner.
Mayor Gibson then stated, "Dr. Cassell, you are the
Chairman of the Annexation Committee and I would like to
respectfully request that you gentlemen work very closely and
work with the city attorney to make sure that every "I" is
dotted and every "T" is crossed."
Dr. Cassell replied, "We'll do our best, sir."
Councilman Bailey said that the West Virginia Water
Company had attempted to repair a fire hydrant main at Main
Avenue and Blackwood Street.

He stated that it was worse now

and he suggested that they be called back again.
Councilman at Large Allen said ihe got a report that

I

morning about a boy who had slid in the ditch with his. car
due to the ice on the road between the swimming pool and the
railroad tracks.

It was due to the

chemical company washing

their tankers there and leaving water across the road.

He

asked Chief Bradley if he would keep an eye on that area.
Councilman Bailey stated that in Riverdale Acres the
west bound lane of Rt. 25 and 1st Avenue South always has ice
on it.

He said that he didn't know who's responsibility it was,

but thought that the West Virginia Department of Highways

should

be notified.
Mayor Gibson stated that that had been discussed at the
meeting with the Governor the day before.

I

Councilman Bailey made mention that there was another
icey spot in front of WMUL-TV where water stands on the road.

He

stated that he didn't know whether it was a water main or whether
it was water running off the hill.
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Councilman at Large Legg said he had no reports.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated his appreciation of
Mr. Craigo of Gino's for,always being so cooperative.

He then made

I

a motion for adjournment.
Mr. Karnes seconded the motion and the motion was passed
unanimously.

The meeting was then adjourned.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council
of the City of Nitro that the portion of Broadway Avenue lying east
of the sidewalk in Broadway Avenue be abandoned by the City of Nitro
as more particularly bounded and described as follows:

I

BEGINNING at a point in the southerly line of Lock Street;
said beginning point being also located in the northwesterly corner
of Lot No. 68 of East View Land Company as the same is designated
and shown upon a map entitled, "East View Land Company Nitro, Kanawha
Co., W.Va.", dated August 25, 1934, prepared by C. R. Conner, C,E.,
and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission
of Kanawha County, West Virginia, in Map Book 8, at page 85; thence
running with the southerly line of Lock Street, N. 89 deg. 45* W.
a distance of 9.39 feet to a point in the easterly edge of a sidewalk
in Broadway Avenue; thence running with the easterly line of said
sidewalk and Broadway Avenue, S. 26 deg. 50' W., a distance of 14-5 feet
to a point; thence leaving said sidewalk and running S. 4 degc 51* W.
22.43 feet to an iron pin in the westerly line of said Lot No. 68;
thence running with part of the westerly line of said Lot No. 68, N.
26 deg. 50' E, 70 feet to the place of beginning, containing 482.788
square feet, more or less; said parcel herein conveyed is shown upon
a map entitled, "No. 113 Lock Street Being Parcel Of Land Adjacent
To Lot 68 & Broadway EAST VIEW LAND CO. To Be Conveyed To HOWARD E.
& BESSIE A. HINRICHS", dated November 19, 1979, and prepared by Paul
Cody, R.P.E., a copy of which map is attached hereto, incorporated
herein and filed herewith.
AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common Council of the
City of Nitro that the Mayor of the City of Nitro be authorized and
directed to sign, acknowledge and deliver a deed conveying and releasing said strip of land lying east of the sidewalk in Broadway
Avenue as more particularly bounded and described above to Howard E.
Hinrichs and Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife, for the sum of $ 570
this being the fair market value of said strip of land so abandoned
and conveyed; all in compliance with Chapter 8, Article 12, Section
18 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended.
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AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Common Council of the
City of Nitro that the City of Nitro issue a waiver unto Howard E.
Hinrichs and Bessie A. Hinrichs, his wife, their heirs, assigns,
and successors in title, to the l£ foot extension of the improvements
located beyond the easterly line of Lot No. 68 into the westerly
right of way line of Minor Avenue and this waiver shall operate to
t
clear and make free said encroachments on Minor Avenue as above
set out and this waiver shall continue in full force and effect
until such time as the present structure be moved or removed from
said right of way, at which time the waiver shall terminate forth-

I

with and all rights created by said waiver shall cease and the full
right of way shall revert back to the said City of Nitro, as said
Minor Avenue is shown upon a map entitled, "East View Land Company,
Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia", dated August 25>, 1934, and
of record in said Clerk's Office in Map Book 8, at page 85, and the
Mayor of the City of Nitro is hereby authorized and empowered to
sign, execute, acknowledge and deliver an instrument in accordance
with this ordinance for recordation in said Clerk's Office,
Introduced on First Reading on the 6th day of November,
1979.
Adopted and passed by the Common Council of the City of
Nitro upon Second Reading on the

I

20th

day of November

1979.

ATTEST:
CITY RECORDER

MAYOR of ^Ehe CITYOF NITRO
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FEBRUARY 24, 1979
PRECINCT 363
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NITRO HIGH SCHOOL

t

%

CLERK
Joan Stephens, 111 Brookhaven Dr.

776-2822

CLERK
Mrs. Naomi Baker,: . 224 Brookhaven Dr.
SUPPLY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER
PRECINCT 364
CLERK
CLERK
SUPPLY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER

776-3232
Geneva Crewdson, 2430

3rd Ave.
755-1293

Janice Weibl, 203 Brookhaven Dr.
776-4601
Charmagne Mazzei, 1 Barrington Rd.
776-3125

NITRO HIGH SCHOOL
Garnet Galloway,2 Blakes Rd.

755-2482
Mary Campbell, 2437 3rd Ave.
755-1646
Leyland Campbell,2437 3rd Ave.
755-1646
Jan Tauscher, 2127 21st Street
755-4666

COMMISSIONER
Mrs. Harry Miller, Jr., 2151
PRECINCT 365

21st St.
755-2627

NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CLERK
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•:

Joyce Middleton, 1922
CLERK
SUPPLY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER
PRECINCT 366
CLERK

19th St.
755-2883

Velma Kinder, 1816

18th St.
755-3123

Viola Ragle, 1619 16th St.
755-2669
Isabella Hudnall, 1522

15th St.
755-3422

Marguarite Grover, 1409

14th St.
755-2620

BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Sue Fowler 921

9th St.
755-7516

CLERK
Ethel Bailey, 1332 13th Street
SUPPLY COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER

Jessie-Raynes, 1123. llth Street

755-3153
755-3525

Audry Deeter, 722

7th St.
755-5406

Lennie Long, 817

8th St.
755-1104
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

I

OF THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA
AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, NITRO W V
December 29, 1979

ATTENDING THE SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL:
Mayor William D. Gibson; Councilman at Large R. V. Allen;
Councilman Gus Bailey; Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell;
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington; Councilman Romie
Hughart; City Recorder Don Karnes; Councilman Dean Miller;
City Attorney Jeremiah McCormick. Absent was Councilman
at Large Jack Legg.
CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor William D. Gibson

Mayor Gibson stated that this special meeting was
scheduled pursuant to a notice properly given, in accordance

I

with the Open Governmental Proceedings and will be conducted in
accordance with Robert's Rules of Order.
PRAYER:

Councilman Guy Bailey

WARRANT:
Mayor Gibson stated that he would like Mr. Don Karnes,
City Recorder to read the warrant into the minutes.
W A R R A N T
TO THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
JACK LEGG, R. V. ALLEN, GUS BAILEY, GUY CASSELL,
MEL PENNINGTON, ROMIE HUGHART, DEAN MILLER, DON KARNES
You, and each of you, will please take notice that a Special
Meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia is
hereby called and will be held in the Council Chambers in the

I

City Hall of the City on the 29th day of December, 1979, at
1:00 P.M.

The meeting shall be conducted in accordance with

Chapter II Article II - 16 (b) as outlined in the Code of the
City of Nitro, West Virginia.

The meeting is called for the

following purpose:
1.

To consider an order to authorize a special election

on the question of annexation in accordance with Chapter

I

8, Article 6, Section 2 of the West Virginia Code and
consideration of the issues contained therein.
2.

Consideration of the authorization to hold a public

meeting as required by Chapter 8, Article 18, Section 5
"Report on Completion; Notice to Abutting Owners of
Assements; Hearings; Correcting and Laying Assessments."
of the West Virginia Code.
Sincerely,
(signed)
William D. Gibson, Mayor
The forgoing notice is hereby accepted as being both
sufficent and timely:
(signed) Guy R. Cassell
(signed) Roy V. Allen

(signed) Don Karnes

(signed) Gus C. Bailey

(signed) Mel Pennington

(signed) Romie C. Hughart

(signed) H. Dean Miller
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A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part hereof
and also filed in the Supplemental file to the minutes.
City Recorder, Don Karnes stated that on December 18, 1979,
at a regularly scheduled Council Meeting, an annexation petition was
presented to the Governing Body by Mr. Lonnie Norvell.
Chapter 8, Article 6, Section 2, dictates that Council shall
hold an election upon proper presentation of various documents,
which are in part, the petition itself and maps, indemnity bond
from the petitioner, justification of surity, then sufficency of

I

the verification of the petition.

I

This has all been done and

'

I have all the documents,- along with the verification of the
petitioner that the signatures are valid, in his belief, that
they are in fact freeholders and sufficently numbered to declare
a vote be taken by the public.

£R D E R

WHEREAS, a certain verified petition was submitted to the
Common Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia, on the 18th day of
December, 1979, wherein the petitioners, representing not less than 5Z
of the freeholders of the said City of Nitro, a municipality, set forth a.
proposed change in the metes and bounds of the municipality and asked that
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a vote be taken upon the proposed change, said petition having been accompanied
by an accurate survey properly showing the territory which would be annexed to
the corporate limits by the proposed change; and
WHEREAS, the sufficiency of said petition has now been determined
by the Common Council of the City of Nitro,.that being the governing body of
said city; and
WHEREAS, said petitioners have now provided a bond in the penalty
prescribed by said Common Council with good and sufficient surety, and
conditioned to pay the costs of such election If a majority of the legal votes
cast are against the proposed change in boundary;
NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the provisions of West Virginia
CODE, Chapter 8, Article 6, Section 2 of the Code of 1931, as amended, it is
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hereby ORDERED as follows:
1.

That a vote of the qualified voters of the City of Nitro, a
municipality, be taken upon the proposed change as set forth
In the aforesaid verified petition on the 26th day of January,
1980, with the voting to commence on that day at 6:30 A.M. and
to continue up to and until 7:30 P.M. on that same day and said
voting to be held at the following places:

2.

a.

Nltro High School, 21st Street and 2nd Avenue, Nltro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia.

b.

Nltro Elementary School, 19th Street and 2nd Avenue, Nitro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia.

c.

Baker Elementary School, Park Avenue and llth Street, Nitro,H
Kanawha County, West Virginia.
•

d.

West Sattes Elementary School, Lee Avenue, Nltro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia.

e.

NItro-Putnam Elementary School, 39th Street East, Nltro,
Putnam County, West Virginia.

That a vote of all of the qualified voters of the additional
territory set forth in the aforesaid petition, and all of
freeholders of such additional territory, whether they reside
or have place of business therein or not, shall be taken upon
the proposed change as set forth in the aforesaid petition on
the 26th day of January, 1980, with said voting to commence
on that day at 6:30 A.M and to continue up to and until 7:30 P.M.
on that same day and said voting to be held at the following
places:
a.

Nitre-Putnam Elementary School, 39th Street East, Nitro,
Putnam County, West Virginia.

b.

Calvary Baptist Church, 424 Cross Lanes Drive, Nltro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia.

3.

That said election shall be held, superintended and conducted
and the results thereof ascertained, certified, returned and
canvassed In the same manner and by the same Individuals as
elections for municipal officers.

A.

That the ballot used shall have written or printed on it the
words:
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( ) For Annexation
( ) Against Annexation
5.

That the city recorder shall cause a copy of this Order to be
published, at the cost of the City of Nltro, a municipality;
as a Class II-O legal advertisement in compliance with the
provisions of West Virginia Code, Chapter 59, Article 3,
Section 1 et seq., and that the publication area for such
publication shall be the City of Nitro, a municipality, and
the additional territory, as hereinafter described; and the
first publication shall be at least 14 days prior to the date
hereinabove fixed for the taking of the vote.

6.

That the additional territory to be annexed by the proposed
change Is popularly described as the Nltro Industrial Complex
from Plant Road to Rock Branch, the Union Boiler property and
Atmor Creek areas, Nltro Heights Addition, Hulbert Heights,
Ortin Heights, and the Rock Branch area lying In and about
the Intersection of West Virginia State Routes 62 and 25.
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corporate liml|f ..b^lhe^ pjojosed change is accurately
described by metes and bounds as follows:

I

I

BEGINNING at a point on the existing Nitro corporation line
at the low water mark of the right descending bank of the Kanawha
River, thence with the descending riverbank in a northerly direction
12,900' more or less to a point, said point being on the Rock Branch
Public District boundary line; thence with said boundary line S 03° W 2400' more or less; thence in a northeasterly direction 700* more or
less to a stake at the edge of water of the Armour Creek Backwater, said
stake being the common division line between property presently owned
by Valley Brook Mobile Home City, Inc. and the Putnam County Development
Authority; thence with the common division line along an existing fence
N 48° 53' E - 183.89' to a stake in a fence line; thence N 38° 18' E 46.57' to a metal fence post set in concrete; thence N 84° 35' E 518.17' to a stake in fence line; thence N 79° 38' E - 222.04' to a
stake in fence line; thence N 85° 52' E - 153.04' to an iron pin in
concrete base of fence post; thence S 54° 22' E_ 184.60" to a stake in
the common division line of properties presently owned by Valley Brook
Mobile Home City, Inc., Putnam County Development Authority and the
Board of Education of the County of Putnam; thence with the division
line between Valley Brook Mobile Home City, Inc. and the Board of
Education of the County of Putnam along an existing fence line in a
southeasterly direction 230' more or less to the center of W.Va. State
Route No. 25; thence along the center of Route 25 in a easterly
direction 550" more or less to the center of W.Va. State Route No. 62;
thence in a due east direction 200' to a point; thence running 200*
parallel with Route 62 in a southerly direction 6100' more or less to
a point on the existing corporation line; thence with corporation line
S 53° 17* 45" W - 1G5' more or less to a concrete monument on the rightof-way line of W.Va. State Route 62; thence crossing Route 62 with
corporation line S 53° 17' 45" W - 71' more or less to a point on the
right-of-way line of Route 62; thence with corporation line S. 54° 42'
W - 620' more or less to a point 200' from the center line of 40th
Street (Sec. Road 35/1); thence with the corporation line parallel to
40th Street (Sec. Road 35/1) and 200* therefrom, 5950' more or less;
thence with corporation line N 23° 45' E-. 385' more or less; thence
with corporation line N. 66° 15' W - 1075' more or less; thence with
corporation line N 18° 15' E - 1110' more or less; thence with the
corporation line N 62° 20' W - 230' more or less; thence with corporation
line N 52° W - 240' more or less; thence with corporation line N 52°
38' W - 250' more or less; thence with corporation line N 37° 22* E 318' more or less; thence with corporation line N 66° 15* W - 352'
more or less to a point on the Consolidated Railroad Corporation rightof-way; thence with the corporation line and the Railroad right-of-way
line in a southwest direction 6700' more or less; thence N 66° 15' W
- 41" more or less to a point in the Northern right-of-way line of
Plant Road same being the common line with Nitro Corporation Line;
thence with corporation line N 45° 30' W - 1412' more or less; thence
with corporation line N 13° 38* E - 430' more or less; thence with
corporation line N 75° 50' W - 1100' more or less to the point of
beginning.
This Order entered on the 29th day of December, 1979.

-^CITY RECORDER
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Mr. Don Karnes, City Recorder, made the motion that
Council comply with the State Code Chapter 8, Article 6, Section 2,
and cause this notice to be properly published and the special
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election to be held on the time and place as provided within the
order.

This motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell, and

was approved by unanimous vote of Council.

A motion was made by

Councilman Dean Miller that the typographical errors as pointed out
be corrected; this was seconded by Councilman Gus Bailey, and was
approved by unanimous vote of Council.
A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part
hereof.

A copy is also filed in the Supplemental file to the

minutes.
Mr. W. Victor Ross, attorney, asked Council to be heard on
the matter of the petition and the proposed election on annexation;
Mr. Ross was representing several of the industries in the proposed
area to be annexed.

Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, stated that
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according to the City Code of the City of Nitro, only such items as
set forth in the Warrant could be heard during this special meeting
of Council, unless a motion to deviate from the Warrant is made and
passed by a unanimous vote of Council.

As this motion was not forth-

coming, the result being that Council would adhere to the items as
set forth in the Warrant as issued by Mayor Gibson for this special
meeting of December 29, 1979.
It was suggested that if these persons wanted to be heard
that they should ask to be placed on the agenda of the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the Nitro City Council.
The motion was made by Councilman Dr. Cassell for the
continuance of the Warrant, this was seconded by Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington, the motion carried by a unanimous vote of
Council.
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ITEM II:

I

•
Consideration of the authorization to hold a public

meeting as required by Chapter 8, Article 18, Section 5
"Report on Completion; Notice to Abutting Owners of Assements;
Hearings; Correcting and Laying Assessments."

of the West

Virginia Code.
The meeting at this time under Item II of the Warrant
was turned over to Councilman Romie Hughart, Chairman of
Street and Traffic Committee.

the

Councilman Hughart read into the

minutes of this special meeting the following:
NOTICE OF OWNERS OF REAL PROPERTY ABUTTING
SATTES CIRCLE AND HOLLY STREET IN
THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

Pursuant to West Virginia Code Chapter 8, Article 18, Section 5,
Notice is hereby given to the owners of real property abutting Sattes
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Circle and Holly Street situate within the City of Nitro, Kanawha County,
West Virginia that on January 15, 1980 at 7:30 o'clock p. m. in the council
chambers located at City Hall in the City of Nitro, there will be held a
public meeting for the purpose of ascertaining and levying assessments for
the payment of the costs of paving said Sattes Circle and Holly Street,
the total costs of said improvements, the several frontages abutting thereon
and the respective units to be assessed against the abutting property with
a description of the abutting costs and payments as to the respective
frontages and locations to be set forth hereinafter.

Notice is hereby

given that on or after January 15, 1980 an assessment may be laid against
the properties approved in the manner prescribed hereinafter.

I
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Part of Section Five (5) and Part of Section One (1) of
Sattes Addition, .City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West-Virginia,
being more particularly designated as Holly_-> Street from its
intersection with Main Avenue to its intersection with Sattes
Circle.
Part of Section Five (5) , Sattes
Addition, City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia
LOT NUMBER

OWNER

Lot 24.

A. W. Lanham, Ernest
Goff, Clara Spears,
Trustees, Nitro Church
of the Nazarene

FRONT FOOTAGE

53.78

AMOUNT

$

451.00

Bonner, Thomas L and
Jane C.

110.42

925.98

Lot 28

Jarrett, Eleanor P.

60.00

503.18

Lot 27

Reese, W. Ira and
Juanita G.

60.00

503.18

Lot: 26

Lykins, Sadie C.

60.00

503.18

Lot 25

Karnes, Delia Ann and
Donald Dale

105,65

885.98

Lot 29

I

I

I

PART OF SECTION ONE (1) OF
SATTES ADDITION, CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA-COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
LOT NUMBER

OWNER

Lot 14

Williams, James K.
and Virginia

109.83

Russell, Harry B.
and Margaret C.

60.00

503.18

Summers, Richard W.
and Irene

60.00

503.18

A. W. Lanhan, Ernest
Goff, Clara Spears,
Trustees, Nitro Church,
of the Nazarene
.

60.00

503.18

104 .85

879.27

A. W. Lanhan, Ernest
Goff, Clara Spears,
Trustees, Nitro, Church,
of the Nazarene
63.22

530.16

907.75

$7,612.50

Lot 15
Lot 16
Lot 17

Lot 64

TOTAL

I

;r

-: • ;

:

Denny, Thomas A.
and Ella M.
.

Pt. Lot 18

I

::

X

FRONT FOOTAGE.

AMOUNT

$

921.03

10
1

PART OF SECTION ONE (1) SATTES ADDITION, CITY OF
NITRO, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS SATTES CIRCLE, COMMENCING
AT THE INTERSECTION OF HOLLY.-- STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE
AND TERMINATING AT THE INTERSECTION OF HOLLY STREET
AND SATTES CIRCLE
LOT NUMBER

OWNER

Lot 63

Stanley, W. Harris

92.13

Lot 62

Hastings, W. H.
and J. V.

60.00

FRONT FOOTAGE

i

1
*

AMOUNT
$

611.00
397.75

i

Henderson, D. W.
and L. H.

59.80

396.50

Johnson, Okey W.
and Pauline V.

60.00 '

397.75

Lot 59

Conner, Claude M.
and Peggy J.

55.00

364. 60|

Lot 58

Williams, James C.
and Virginia Gail

60.00

397.75

Marsh, James A.
and Linda J.

60.00

397.75

Engle, William S.
and Elsie S.

60.00

397.75

Lowther, Russell
E. and Louise

60.00

397.75

Vermilion, John M.
and Alice I.

60.00

397.75

Casto, A. O. and
M. E.

60,00

397.75

Spanos, Michael G.
and Christine

38.00

252.00

Long, Harvey C.
and Gloria J.

35.00

McCormick, J. P.
arid Mary

39.00

258.60

Barton, H. P.
and J. C.

60.00

397.75

Lot 61
Lot 60
i
I
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Lot 57
Lot 56
Lot 55
Lot 54
Lot 33
Lot 52
Lot 51
Lot 50
Lot 49
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I

ot 33

Lot 32
Lot 31
Lot 30
Lot 29
Lot 28
Lot 27"
Lot 26

t

ot 25

Lot 24
Lot 23

Benton/ James E.
and Rosemary S.

60.00

Collins, Harvey H.
and V7anda
-

397.75

•
37.94

.

252.00

Verdula, Pete B.
and Irene

27.62

183.10.

Stephens/ R. H.
and Emma

47.91

317.60.

Taylor S. L. arid
Marjorie

60.00

397.75.

Westlund, James
Newton and Nancy T.

60.00

Tidguist, David H.
-and Betty S.

t

397.75

60.00

397.75

60.00

397.75

Frame, Raymond A.
and Alma M.

60.00

397.75

Kenny, Samuel R.
and Betty

68.75

455.75

Booth, Charles-D.
and Catherine D.

45.60

302.30

. 34.99

232.00

Atkins, David R.
and Nancy V.

.

Lot 22

Wallace J. E.

Lot 21

Cooley, Gilbert 0.
and Madeline

35.51

235.40

Henson, Wm. D. and
Roberta M.

69.00

457.40

Branham, Brady G. and
Flora A.

143.81

953.35

Denny, Thomas A. and
Ella M.

58.00

385.00

169.89

1,126.20

Lot 20
Lot 19
Lot 18
Lot 41
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Snyder, Ted N. and
Wilda M.

12''

Newsome, Charles L.
and Juanita M.

Lot 42

Lot 43

Lot 44

Lot 45

Lot 46

Lot 47

Lot 48

i

-

377.

58.81

390.00'

Perrine, Terry R.
and Carolyn L.

60.00

397.75

McDonald A. D. and
L- S-

60.00

397.75

Crews, Harold A. and
Wanda M.

60.00

397.75

Brown, Herman and
Priscilla J.

60.00

397.75

Mattox, Robert R.
and Nelda R.
-

Casto, Carl M. and
Lee Ann
.

Lot 34

Appleton, Naomi M.

Lot 35

Brown, Calvin Lee
Shirley H,

Lot 36
Lot 37
Lot 38
Lot 39
Lot 40
TOTAL

I

56.86
-

156.20

1,035.50

147.26

976.20

60.00

397.7

I

Rader, Frederick and
Maxine

60.00

397.75

Brown, Henry and
Kathryn H.

60.00

397.75

McKay, Cliffore and
Pauline H.

60.00

397.75

Krostu, Idore and
Betty J.

60.00

397.75

137.34

910.45

3,054.22

$20,250.00

pye R. E. and E. S.

Councilman Romie Hughart made the motion for the adoption of
the notice as read, this was seconded by City Recorder Don Karnes;
Councilman Hughart pointed out to those present that this adoption
of the notice was the first step; then a special meeting will be
set at a later date for discussion of the topic of paving.

The

I
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date of this meeting will be on January 15, 1980, at 7:00 P.M.

I

just prior to the regular Council meeting.

The motion was

called for a vote by Mayor Gibson, the motion received approval
by unanimous vote of Council.
Councilman Dean Miller made the motion for adjournment,
this was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, the motion
carried by a unanimous vote of Council.

MAYOR

I

I
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NITRO, KANAWHA
AND PUTNAM COUNTIES, NITRO W V
January 11, 1980

ATTENDING THE SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL:
Mayor William D. Gibson, Councilman at Large Jack
Legg, Councilman at Large R. V. Allen, Councilman
Gus Bailey, Councilman Guy Cassell, Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington, City Recorder Don Karnes,
Councilman Romie Hughart, City Attorney, Jeremiah
McCormick. Absent was Councilman Dean Miller.
CALL TO ORDER:
PRAYER:

Mayor William D. Gibson

I

Councilman Gus Bailey

INTRODUCTION:

Mayor William D. Gibson

This meeting has been called in accordance with the
Open Governmental Proceedings Law of the State of West Virginia.
Also a Warrant has been properly issued to all members of the
City Council.

Mayor Gibson further stated that he would like

for the City Recorder to read the Warrant which has been signed
by all the elected officials present.
WARRANT:

Don Karnes, City Recorder

W A R R A N T
TO THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO, WEST
VIRGINIA:

I
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JACK LEGG, R. V. ALLEN, GUS BAILEY, GUY CASSELL,
MEL PENNINGTON, ROMIE HUGHART, DEAN MILLER, DON KARNES
You, and each of you, will please take notice that a Special
Meeting of the Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia
is hereby called and will be held in the Council Chambers
in the City Hall of the City on the llth day of January,
1980, at 8:00 P.M.

The meeting shall be conducted in

accordance with Chapter II Article II - 16 (b) as outlined
in the Code of the City of Nitro, West Virginia.

The

meeting is called for the following purpose:
1. To make provisions for suitable polling places for
the upcoming annexation election scheduled for January
26, 1980.
2. Appoint such number of commissioners of election and
poll clerks as may be required by law.

I

3. Discuss employing additional legal councel in all
matters pertaining to the annexation election scheduled
for January 26, 1980.
Sincerely,
(signed)
William D. Gibson, Mayor
The foregoing notice is hereby accepted as being both sufficent
and timely;

I

Don Karnes (signed)

Jack Legg (signed)

R. V. Allen (signed)

Gus C. Bailey (signed)

Romie C. Hughart (signed)

Dean Miller (signed)

Mel Pennington (signed)

Guy Cassell (signed)

City Recorder, Don Karnes stated that all members of
Council had signed the warrant.
A copy of the same is attached hereto and made a part
hereof, and also made a part of the supplemental to the minutes.

ITEM I:

To make provisions for suitable polling places for the
upcoming annexation election scheduled for January 26,
1980.
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Mr. Karnes stated that as outlined in Chapter 8, Article 6,
Section 2, the Council at a Special Council Meeting, held on December
29, 1979, placed the Order for the election to be held, naming the
polling places.

They are as follows:

Nitro High School, 21st Street and 2nd Avenue, Nitro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia
Nitro Elementary School, 19th Street and 2nd Avenue,
Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia
Baker Elementary School, Park Avenue and llth Street,
Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia
West Sattes Elementary School, Lee Avenue, Nitro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia
Nitro-Putnam Elementary School, 39th Street East, Nitro
Putnam County, West Virginia
The above polling places are the normal polling places that
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the municipality uses in normal municipal and National elections.
Two additional polling places were chosen for the area under
question, they are as follows:
1.

Putnam County Voters:
Nitro-Putnam Elementary School, 39th Street East, Nitro,
Putnam County, West Virginia

2.

Kanawha County Voters:
Calvary Baptist Church, 424 Cross Lanes Drive, Nitro
Kanawha County, West Virginia

City Recorder, Don Karnes stated that the polling places were
listed in the Order.

City Recorder, Don Karnes made the motion that

the named polling places be accepted as the official polling places for
the upcoming annexation election.
man Gus Bailey.

The motion was seconded by Council-

Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM II: Appoint such number of commissioners of election and poll
clerks as may be required by law.

I

17
Mr. Karnes stated that the list was quite long, as we may

I

be

required to have 110 poll workers, copies were passed around

to Councilmen for their review.

City Recorder Don Karnes further

stated that State Statute requires that we appoint commissioners
of election and poll workers fourteen (14) days prior to the
election.

A list must be published of the commissioners and poll

workers five (5) days prior to the election.

POLL CLERKS, SUPPLY COMMISSIONERS AND
COMMISSIONERS

CECELIA WALKER
ELIZABETH SPEARS

I

ANNA I. ARBOGAST
ROSEMARY VINCENT
STELLA KERSEY
MARGARET BURDETTE
CHRISTINE MATTOX
DOROTHY BURFORD
RUTH CUNNINGHAM
MRS. CARL SIMMONS

I
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POLL CLERKS, SUPPLY COMMISSIONERS AND
COMMISSIONERS (Continued)

I
MARY BALDWIN
NAOMI BAKER
GENEVA CREWDSON
JANICE WEIBL
CHARMAGNE MAZZEI
DOLLY KILGORE
MRS. HARRY MILLER
BETTY FORTNEY
JAN TAUSCHER
TILLIE MYNES
REBA MATHES
VELMA KINDER

I

VIOLA RAGLE
ISABELLE HUDNALL
MARGUARITE GROVER
SUE FOWLER
JESSIE RAYNES
AUDRY DEETER
ISABELLE WOMACK
MARY MILLER

I
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POLL CLERKS, SUPPLY COMMISSIONERS AND
COMMISSIONERS (Continued)

GOLDA ROARK
BETTY SHREWSBURY
ELSIE SIMMONS
RUBY HUSTEAD
JANICE AMBURGEY
LUCILLE CALLIHAN
NELL CARNEY
BONNIE JONES
IRIS MILES
VIRGINIA COLATER

I

RUTH PHALEN
REBA LEWIS
EVELYN SHEPERD
MARJORIE SALES
MAE McCUNE
OLLIE HANCOCK
WIONA HAMMOND
SUE GOODWIN
RITA SHAHAN
AMY YATES
ANN BARBER
HAZEL TOWNSEND

I

STELLA 0'GORMAN
VIRGINIA ROUSH
FLORENCE MOLLOHAN

City Recorder, Don Karnes made the motion that the suggested
commissioners and poll clerks be accepted as submitted to be used
in the upcoming annexation election.
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This motion was seconded by

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington.
Councilman Romie Hughart asked if there was some guidance as
to how many workers we should have.

Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City

Attorney, stated that we must be consistant with our past municipal
elections.

City Recorder, Don Karnes stated that he had checked

back through the minutes in previous elections prior to voting machines,
and found that every election did have ten (10) workers in each
voting place.
It was determined that payment be made to poll workers
following these guidelines.
Workers not attending the training session
$25.00

I

Workers attending the training session
$30.00
As there were no further questions, Mayor Gibson asked for
a show of hands by Council Members.

The motion carried by a

unanimous vote of Council.
ITEM III:

Discuss employing additional legal councel in all
matters pertaining to the annexation election scheduled
for January 26, 1980.

Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, read the following Resolution
into the minutes of the January 11, 1980 meeting.
R E S O L U T I O N

Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, Nitro,
West Virginia; that
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is presently contemplating
the annexation of certain territory presently
outside the corporate limits of said city; and

I
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WHEREAS, the law firm of McKittrick and Vaughan is knowledgeable in the handling of annexation matters;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the firm McKittrick
and Vaughan, 450 Second Avenue, St. Albans, West
Virginia, is hereby employed to handle and assist
the City of Nitro, its officers, and officials in
all matters relative to the annexation of certain
territory presently outside the corporation
boundaries of the City.
ADOPTED THIS 11TH DAY OF JANUARY, 1980.
(signed)
Mayor, William D. Gibson
(signed) ^g^
City Recorder, Don Karnes
A copy of the same will be placed in the Resolution Book.
Don Karnes, City Recorder, made the motion that Council accept
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this resolution as written; thereby employing the firm of
McKittrick and Vaughan for the purposes so stated.
was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington.

This motion
Mayor

Gibson called for questions on the motion.
Councilman Romie Hughart asked about the cost of this
action to the City of Nitro, it was determined that there could
be no set dollar amount established on the total cost for the
services of McKittrick and Vaughan, as there was no way of
knowing just how many hours would be involved in any litigation
action.
As there was no further questions, Mayor Gibson asked
for a Council vote on the motion as made by City Recorder, Don
Karnes.

I

The vote was unanimously in favor of the motion.

As there was no further matters to be discussed, City
Recorder, Don Karnes made a motion for adjournment.

This
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motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, the

I

motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR
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22-A

PUBLIC HEARING
NITRO CITY COUNCIL
JANUARY 15, 1980

I
ATTENDING:

Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman At Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman
At Large Jack Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Gassell,
Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller,
Councilman Gus Bailey, and also City Attorney,
Jeremiah McCormick.

Mayor William D. Gibson opened the meeting saying that
it was a Public Hearing which is being held prior to the regularly scheduled council meeting and has been duly advertised
in the newspapers for the benefit of the owners of property
on Sattes Circle and Holly Street in Nitro, Kanawha County,
West Virginia. He then turned the meeting over to the City
Recorder, Don Karnes.
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Mr. Karnes in turn introduced Councilman Hughart who
is chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee.
Councilman Hughart explained that the purpose of the
meeting was to discuss paving. He said that he had a list of
each property owner, prepared by Jeremiah McCormick, City
Attorney, that contained the actual cost according to front
footage of each individual owner. Councilman Hughart stated
that he would give each owner his cost after the public
hearing, but added that in the Council Meeting following this
public hearing, council would have to act on a resolution to
approve the considerations of the amount of cost which was:
Sattes Circle $6.63 per foot and Holly Street $8.39 per foot.
He also specified that due to the fact of special arrangements
being made to the street pertaining to the drainage, especially
at Main Avenue, the cost was somewhat higher. Although, it was
less footage. He then added that during the meeting that he
himself, Don Karnes, City Recorder, and Jeremiah McCormick
would be answering any questions at this time.
Mr. Dye, who was attending the Public Hearing then
asked for an explanation of why there was a difference in the
cost from what it was originally advertised.
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Councilman Hughart explained that the original plans,
where the engineer had actually estimated the cost, had been
done one year prior to the actual paving. Sattes Circle originally being estimated to be 3,400 feet and Holly Street being

1,000 feet. So, instead of having the engineer go back
and reestimate, they added in estimated costs along with
estimated inflation. The City of Nitro accepted a bid
from Orders and Haynes Paving Company on a basis of:
FRONT FOOTAGE

COST PER FOOT

Sattes Circle:

3,400

$5.95

Holly Street :

1,000

$6.80

I

When the bill was received, there had been
some changes in preparation. In other words, the first
layer (Bituminous Concrete) was originally estimated to
be 45 tons, but was increased to 145 tons. The top layer
(Patch and Level Course) was originally estimated to be
225 tons, but was decreased to 160 tons. The City of
Nitro's representing engineer was present when the paving
was done. He gave permission for the changes to be made
in order to have the best paving job done. Due to the
changes that were made, the actual costs per foot were
$7.37 for Sattes Circle (which was changed from 3,400 to
3,054 feet), and $9.25 per foot for Holly Street.
Councilman Hughart explained that the changes
had been discussed at length in a previous City Council
Meeting on December 4, 1979 with the City Attorney, Jeremiah
McCormick. Then he and Mr. McCormick met a week later with
the engineers and Orders and Haynes. Orders and Haynes then
agreed to cut Sattes Circle to $6.63 and Holly Street to
$8.39 per foot. They also took into account the difference
in footage. That was the reason why there was an error in
the original estimate. Councilman Hughart then stated,
" . . . the fact that we were dividing it by 3,400 feet instead
of 3.000 made the difference." He then asked if there were
any questions.
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Mr. Bill Engle who was attending the Public Hearing
then asked, "I'm interested in knowing how do we go about paying
for this? Can we get some kind of a release when it's paid that
can be recorded so that there would be no lien on the property?"
Councilman Hughart answered that there was. He
then stated that in the council meeting after the Public Hearing
he proposed to introduce a resolution to adopt the ordinance which
has to do with the assessment that was properly advertised and
due to which there had properly been a Public Hearing which was
now in session. He said also that Orders and Haynes would be
the assessment certificate holders. He said that the lien could
be paid anytime after the resolution had been passed. The lien
could also be paid over a 10 year period in payments of 1/10 the
total amount made once a year at 8% interest. Or the total
amount being paid at any time. Checks are to be made out to
Orders and Haynes Paving Company and payments can be made at
City Hall or sent to Orders & Haynes. The City Recorder will
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then give the property owner a copy of the lien which the
property owner would be able to clear at the courthouse.
A gentleman attending the Public Hearing (Name not
given) wanted to know if the City Recorder would give the
property owners a release when the amount was payed.
Don Karnes, City Recorder, then ansered, "Upon
payment of whatever the lien is on a particular peice of
property, I can issue a release. In fact, it's possible
that you may have a release before there's ever a lien
filed. So, when this happens it would be probably . . .
maybe the city attorney might help a little bit on this. . .
but I believe it might pay to wait a few days before you
record the release, because the lien may not be filed yet.
Jerry, is that correct?"
Mr. McCormick then answered that it was correct.
A gentleman attending the Public Hearing (Name not
given) then asked how he would pay it if he paid the total
amount at one time.
Mr. Karnes then told him that to avoid paying any
interest, that the total amount must be paid by the end of
February, which had been agreed to by Orders and Haynes.
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Mr. Joe Baker, who was also attending the Public
Hearing, then asked, "When you give that release, then do
we have to file it?"
Mr. Karnes replied, "I think what I'll probably do,
I'll give you a copy and I'll keep a copy and at the end of
February I'll be willing to do that. But I think, isn't there
a $1.25 charge? But I'd be willing to do that for you. It has
to be recorded at the courthouse."
Coucilman Hughart explained at this time, in case of
default, that the holder of the certificate (Orders & Haynes)
could foreclose in sixty days for that amount.
Mr. Karnes then stated, "I'm going to make every
effort in the next day or two to send everyone involved here
a letter specifying these very things we've talked about tonight. It will probably be these minutes with your each
individual cost. It's possible I might miss someone. If the
name has changed since these were recorded at the courthouse. .
the property was recorded with this name that we have, so that
there's a possibility I may get one wrong.
I think in 997o
of the cases it'll be right. So maybe that will help."

I

Councilman Hughart then asked if there were any
questions. There were no more questions. Councilman Hughart
then moved for adjournment of,the hearing. Councilman Bailey
seconded the motion which waX approved by a unanimous vote.

RECORDER

I

I

I

23
NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JANUARY 15, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on January 15, 1980 at 8:00 P.M.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman At Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman At Large Jack
Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman
At Large Mel Pennington was present the last half of the
meeting. Also present was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William D. Gibson who stated that the council meeting
would be held in accordance with the Robert's Rules of Order.
The invocation was given by Reverend Robert I, Blixt, Pastor
of the First Baptist Church of Nitro.
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MINUTES OF DECEMBER 18, 1979 REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING:
Councilman Gus Bailey made a motion that these minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dean Miller. The motion was
then passed by unanimous vote.
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 29, 1979 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING:
Councilman Dr.Guy Cassell made a motion that these minutes be
approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey. The
motion was then passed by unanimous vote.
MINUTES OF JANUARY 11, 1980 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING:
CounciIman At Large Dr. 5T V. Allen made a motion that these
minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell. The motion was then passed by unanimous vote,
MR. LONNIE NORVELL OF 1318 VALENTINE CIRCLE NITRO,
REGARDING UPCOMING ANNEXATION ELECTION"!Mr, Norvell stated that
he had been made aware that there may have been certain proceedural irregularities in his petition for an annexation election
that was placed before council during the December 18, 1979,
Nitro City Council Meeting. He asked council to withdraw the
petition and to recend any action towards the petition. Councilman Dr. Cassell moved to approve Mr. Norvell's request and
Councilman Miller seconded the motion. It was then passed by
unanimous :vote.
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Mr. Norvell then presented another petition to the
council signed by at least 570 of the freeholders asking for
annexation of certain territories now outside the city limits
and asked that council file the petition and begin proceedings

24
which would bring about an annexation election.
Councilman
Dr. Cassell made a motion to accept the petition presented
by Mr. Norvell for filing and to set a Public Hearing for
February 5, 1980, 8:00 P.M. at Nitro City Hall, to determine the legal sufficiency of the petition and to determine
that the jurisdictional facts exist in order to proceed with
an annexation election and that such jurisdictional facts are
found to exist to set forth an annexation election.
(The
petition is in the supplemental file to the Council Meeting
Minutes)

I

Councilman Bailey seconded the motion. The motion was
then passed by unanimous vote. It was then established that
during the Public Hearing of February 5, 1980 a date for the
annexation election would be set.
Mr. Karnes then stated that if all action was to be recended pursuant to the petition; then he believed that would
also mean that the resolution (in which was hired the Attorneys' Office of McKittrick and Vaughari)to assist in the annexation, be recended. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney
then concurred with Mr. Karnes that that was Mr. Norvell's
intention.
At this time Mr. Karnes introduced a resolution.
resolution is as follows:

The

RESOLUTION
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, Nitro,
West Virginia; that

I

WHEREAS, the city of Nitro is presently contemplating holding
an election on the question of annexation of certain
territories presently outside the corporate limits of
said city; and
WHEREAS, the law firm of McKittrick and Vaughan is knowledeable in the handling of annexation matters;
NOW, THEREFORE: be it resolved that the firm McKittrick and
Vaughan, 450 2nd Avenue, St. Albans, West Virginia, is
hereby employed to handle and assist the City of Nitro,
its officers, and officials in all matters relative to
the annexation of certain territory presently outside
the corporation boundaries of the City.
ADOPTED THIS 15TH DAY OF JANUARY 1980.

MAYOR, William D. Gibson

CITT RECORDER, Don Karnes

I
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The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
It was approved by unanimous vote.
SPEAKER IN BEHALF OF "CITIZENS FOR ANNEXATION": Mr.
Shirley Saunders of Nitro Park Addition stated that he was well
pleased about the upcoming annexation election. He informed
council that there are approximately 75 families living in
Nitro Park Addition. Police and Fire protection, road repairs,
street lights, are all necessary in this area, but most needed
is a sewer system. As of now, all of the residents are on
septic tanks. Once again Mr. Saunders stated that he was
highly in favor of the annexation.
ATTORNEYS FOR UNION BOILER COMPANY, MONSANTO COMPANY
FMC CORPORATION, AVTEX FIBERTS, INC., AND OTHER PERSONS AND
CORPORATIONS OWNING PROPERTY WITHIN THE AREA PROPOSED TO BE
ANNEXED:Attorney Richard M.Francis informed council that
he had nothing to contribute at this particular time, but he
added that he would state his case at the Public Hearing
scheduled for February 5, 1980. He then thanked council for
being recognized.
BRENT COATS --REQUEST MADE DECEMBER 31, 1979 THROUGH
CITY RECORDER, DON KARNES: Mr. Karnes announced that Mr. Coats
was not present.
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POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHMENT OF A PISTOL RANGE,
REQUEST MADE BY LETTER DATED DECEMBER 12, 1979 FROM POLICE
CHIEF LEO BRADLEY:Councilman at Large DR. R. V. Allen said
that more information was needed concerning the pistol practise
range that was necessary for the Police Department. He said
he would present more information at a later scheduled council
meeting.
JACK HARLAN--REQUEST MADE JANUARY 4, 1980 THROUGH
COUNCILMAN GUS BAILEY:Councilman Gus Bailey introduced Mr.
Harlan.Mr.Harlan then stated that he was having problems
with his sewer line. He said that he had been in contact with
the Nitro Sanitary Board who said that it was not their responsibility to fix this line. Mr. Harlan contended that it
was their responsibility according to a Law Book from which he
read.
Mayor Gibson read a letter dated May 12, 1979
addressed to Mr. Jack Harlan from David A. Mathews, P.E.,
Division of Engineering, West Virginia Public Service Commission. He also read a letter dated December 28, 1979 to
Jack Harlan from the Nitro Sanitary Board. (Correspondence is
in the supplement file to the minutes)
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After much discussion regarding Mr. Harlan's problem,
Councilman Miller moved that this be referred to the Nitro
Sanitary Board, which is a separate entity. The motion was
seconded by Councilman At Large Mel Pennington. Both Mr. Harlan
and Constance Stephens, General Manager of the Nitro Sanitary
Board, agreed to meet and discuss this matter on January 24, 1980
at 6:00 P.M. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.
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Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting council had received copies of the following correspondence (Correspondence is in Supplement File to Council
Meeting Minutes).
1.

Letter dated 12-17-79 from Dept. of Highways
Commissioner Charles L. Miller in reference
to the recommended installation of up to date
signals at the railroad crossing at llth street.
Councilman Romie Hughart moved to refer this to
the Finance Committee. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Gus Bailey. It was then passed by
unanimous vote.

2.

Letter dated 1-3-80 from Governor J. D. Rockefeller
to Mayor Gibson in reference to their meeting at
the Governor's Mansion on December 17, 1979. The
Mayor stated that the letter was self-explanatory.

3.

Letter dated 1-9-80 from Jay B. Long, Director of
the Nitro Recreation Department to Donald Karnes,
Chairman of the Nitro Recreation Committee. The
letter is in reference to the parking problem at
Ridenour Park. People are parking on both sides
of the road enabling the passing of an emergency
vehicle if needed. Mr. Karnes made a motion that
council have Jay Long write a letter to Charles
Whited of Traffic Engineering, requesting NO
PARKING signs and guard rails. Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington seconded the motion. The
motion was approved by unanimous vote.

4.

I

I

Letter dated 1-9-80 from Charles Fox, President of
the Kanawha Valley Heart Assc. addressed to
Mayor Gibson requesting permission to conduct its
Annual Heart Fund Drive in the City of Nitro during
the month of February, 1980. Councilman at Large
Jack Legg moved that permission be granted. Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the motion. The motion was
approved by unanimous vote.

MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR REPORTS
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE MEL PENNINGTON:
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE JACK LEGG:
COUNCILMAN GUS BAILEY:

no reports

no reports

no reports

COUNCILMAN DR. GUY CASSELL:

no reports

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN:

no reports

COUNCILMAN ROMIE HUGHART: He moved that council
pass a resolution and verify the report (report is in the
Supplement File to the Meeting Minutes) on the paving of Sattes
Circle and Holly Street to impose the assessment as per the

I
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ordinance written. The resolution is as follows:

I

RESOLUTION
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Nitro, Nitro,
West Virginia; that
WHEREAS, pursuant to West Virginia Code Chapter 8,
Article 18, Section 5, the Nitro City Recorder did cause to be published, advertisements as per requirements.
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Nitro, Nitro,
West Virginia did hold a public hearing on
January 15, 1980 at 7:30 P.M. at the Nitro
City Hall in Council Chambers.
WHEREAS; the Public Hearing was held as advertised and
there was no protest or changes made.
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the assessments as
presented to council be inacted and levied as of
January 15, 1980.

A
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YOR, William D. Gibson

CITY RECORDER, Don Karnes
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell seconded the motion. The
motion passed by having only one (1) opposing vote, which was
made by Councilman Miller.
MR. KARNES:

no reports

Councilman At Large Mel Pennington moved for adjournment.
Mr. Karnes seconded that motion. The motion passed unanimously.

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
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AND PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING PROPOSED ANNEXATION
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
FEBRUARY 5, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on February 5, 1980 at 8:00P.M.
Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack
Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington. Also present was Jeremiah McCormick,
City Attorney.
Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order and declared it to be in regular session. Invocation was given
by Reverend Leroy Beyer, Pastor of the Holy Trinity Catholic
Church.
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Mayor Gibson, on behalf of all the elected officials , extended a warm and cordial welcome to each person
present and stated that the meeting would be conducted in
accordance with the Robert's Rules of Order. The Mayor
requested that each person desiring to be heard, first
give his name, full name preferably, and his address.
The Mayor stated that, "This meeting is being taped
and we have some court reporters and what have you, so it
would help them tremendously if you all would be that kind
and considerate. I think first we should ask the elected
officials to introduce themselves, starting down on the
far end there."
All of the elected officials were present and
introduced themselves accordingly.
Mayor Gibson then asked that the attorneys present
introduce themselves.
MR. VAUGHAN:
the firm of McKittrick and Vaughan.
MR. WITHROW:

Dennis Vaughan,
Jim Withrow,

McKittrick and Vaughan.
MR. McCORMICK:

I

Jeremiah F.

McCormick, City Attorney.
MR. TAYLOR: Harry Taylor, with
the law firm of McKittrick and Vaughan.

MR. ROSS: W. Victor Ross,
with the law firm of Spilmanj. Thomas, Battle, & Klostermeyer,
representing the Civic Association of Nitro.
MR. FRANCIS: Richard M.
Francis, with the law firm of Bowles, McDavid, Graff, &
Love, co-counsel with Mr. Ross for the Civic Benefit
association and representing several of the industries
located adjacent to Nitro.
MAYOR GIBSON:
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Thank you,

gentlemen.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 15, 1980 PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
IN REFERENCE TO STREET PAVING: HOLLY STREET AND SATTES CIRCLE:
Councilman Hughart made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman Bailey seconded that motion. The motion was approved
by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL JANUARY 15, 1980 CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINTUES:
Councilman Bailey made a motion that the minutes be approved.
Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded that motion. The motion was
approved by a unanimous vote.
POSSIBILITY OF REPLACING EXISTING CROSSBUCKS WITH
FLASHERS AT 11TH STREET RAILROAD CROSSING: Mr. Don Karnes
stated,"Back in December we got a letter form the State Road
Commissioner, Charles Miller, to do with Consolidated Rail
Corporation's crossing at llth Street because it is a crossing
that does have a certain hazard and selected to be upgraded
through a grant from the federal government, a 90-10 grant,
of which the City of Nitro would be responsible for approximately $5,000 in matching funds; and the State Road Commission
would furnish the material and labor. It is my recommendation
we put this into Finance Committee until the first regular
scheduled meeting in March and I so move.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART:
MAYOR GIBSON:
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I second.

Any questions?

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
Is it a necessity we do this or are they asking us or telling us
we have to do it? They haven't been very cooperative with us in
many, many things.
MR. KARNES: From the indication of
the letter it is mostly a request. At the sane time though, it
is estimated to be a $50,000 job which seems a little strong to
me. It is a little bit hazardous. Between Main Street and the
railroad track is a very short distance. It makes it difficult
for a backup space. I do think it is necessary, almost necessary at least, but since it does involve $5,000, I think we
need to look at our finances a little bit before we make any
motions toward approval.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
You think it would be more important there than Locke Street?
MR. KARNES:

Locke Street already

has flashers.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
It doesn't have the bells and things.
MR. KARNES: I am not sure this
includes the bells. It is the flashers. It doesn't have
the cross-bucks or arms. That is all I have.
MAYOR GIBSON:

Do we have a second?

Councilman Hughart seconded the motion. The motion
passed with only one (1) opposing vote being that of
Councilman at Large Mr. Pennington.
PROPOSED COST SHARING EFFORT BETWEEN THE CITY OF
NITRO AND THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
NITRO BOAT MARINA (LETTER OF CONCURRENCE TO COST SHARING
CONTRACT REQUESTED BY RESOLUTION) Mr. Carl Sexuear.:
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MR. KARNES: This is something
we have hashed around, the Mayor can probably tell you how
long, but for a long time at least. We have available land
that is more or less suitable, maybe even ideal, for a boat
marina which would include quite a bit of parking space and
a picnic area and things.
The mayor and I had a meeting with
Mr. Sexuear and Mr. Ray Cartley I believe was his name. We
are now to the point where it may become a reality. It is the
type of grant such that the City can use the value of the
property towards matching funds which puts us in a very good
light towards funding. We may get this at very little cost.
This is a six hundred and twentysome thousand dollar job, of which the City will not be
responsible for a whole lot of that.
There have been a couple of
developments. One is we have been advised that the interest
rate, will be -seven and one-half percent on the money the
City will have to furnish. It is still a pretty good rate.
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We are to the point that as soon
as possible they would like to have a resolution from
Council authorizing the Mayor to sign a contract, entering into
a contract with the Corps of Engineers. At some later time we
will need an ordinance to transfer title to the property to the
federal government. That is one of the requirements. It would
be very similar in a lot of ways with Ridenour Lake. In a lot
of ways the federal government has a certain control over it,
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but it is a city facility and city maintained facility with
the only limitation of useage of property.
I think the timing is such
that it might be in six months to eighteen months, I believe
is the figure I heard, to start this project. I think it
depends a whole lot on the Corps of Engineers' budget.
They are budgeted the same as we are. I think their budget
is probably a little tight also.
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That is really all I have.
I feel at our next meeting we should have this resolution
maybe already for consideration. That is something we will
discuss at that meeting. If there is no questions -- unless the Mayor may have something to add - MR. McCORMICK:
ject real estate been appraised?

Has the sub-

MR. KARNES: It has been appraised. That is a good point. The appraisal is a little
bit old. I mentioned it is a pretty good chance. We could
have it reappraised to reduce the City's responsibility.
MR. McCORMICK: Will they defer
to our appraisal?
MR. KARNES:

I am not sure of

the procedure.
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MR. McCORMICK: There is a
procedure if we cannot reach an agreement upon an appraiser,
they will appoint a neutral appraiser but they seem to be
pretty flexible about using our appraisers.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
Did you say the total amount was $600,000?
MR. KARNES: $622,000, I
believe. I think it is probably going to increase some too.
I think that estimate was made at about the same time the
appraisal was made. So we may be able to raise the value
of the property through a new appraisal, but at the same
time the overall cost of the project goes up some. However,
we have an advantage. Real estate is one of the roots of
inflation- COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
I am in favor of this. In the meeting with those people last
year they promised us the same thing. I just hope it
materializes.
positive.

MR. KARNES: They are pretty
They are down to requesting a resolution.

I
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COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN:
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Is that a 75/25 grant?
MR. KARNES:

No.

It is 50/50,

I believe.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN:
I was hoping it was 75/25.
MR. KARNES:

I was too.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:
This is just for our information tonight, isn't it, Don?
MR. KARNES:

Just a matter of

information.

I

SPOKESMAN FOR CITIZENS OPPOSED TO-PROPOSED ANNEXATION:
MR. VAUGHAN:Before you gentlemen
start your explanation of position, I have discussed this with
members of Council and the Mayor, and because of the potential
lengthy proceeding that we are going to have here this evening,
we are going to try to limit these statements to no more than
five minutes. The reason and purpose for this, I say this for
your benefit but also for the benefit of other people here
in the room, the statute for proposed annexation presupposes
certain findings will be made as a result of what Council
hears tonight. Those findinga are not founded in either your
opinion or my opinion as a nonvoting member of Council, rightness or wrongness of the annexation, but rather certain jurisdictional facts which have to be presented in the evidence.
As a result of that we are going to try to limit the taking
of certain of the testimony. Obviously, those people who are
involved directly in the area will be^given~your~opporturiity"to
speak when we get to that point, when and if an election is
held and you get your voice here. Okay, with that in mind,
let's proceed, gentlemen.
Pritt.

MR. PRITT: My name is James Bruce
I live at 149 Marvin Drive, Ortin Heights.

We, the citizens opposed to
annexation, have put our heads together, so to speak, and
prepared the following statement which I believe exemplifies
our position on annexation, and if I may, I would just like
to read that.
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We, the citizens in opposition of
annexation, would like to extend our appreciation to City
Council for the opportunity afforded us to express our opinion
on this issue.
We believe annexation will be an
infringement on our personal freedom. Many of us have intentionally chose to live in an area that is free from city
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ordinances and zoning restrictions. We hold that as
property owners we will be subject to regulations that
are inconsistent with our beliefs concerning personal
rights and, as such, we stand opposed. Although the
grandfather clause may be well founded in its objective
of overall community well-being, it is not in our opinion
to our best interests.
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We ask proponents of annexation to be understanding of our position concerning this
issue. We believe strongly in community well-being, but
not the extent that it becomes an encroachment upon our
personal rights.
With that in mind I would
like to turn over the floor to Bud Ferrari who has a
petition.
MR. FERRARI: My name is
Francis (Bud) Ferrari. I live in Ortin Heights. I have
the following petition I would like to read. "Petition
Against Annexation.
The undersigned registered voters and/
or property owners in the territory proposed to be annexed
by the City of Nitro, we do hereby petition the Mayor and
the Common Council of the City of Nitro to discontinue said
proceeding for annexation and to refuse to call an election
for such purpose for the reason being that the undersigned
representing a majority of the registered voters entitled
to vote at such election, we are opposed to annexation."
This petition contains approximately 468 names which are
voters. We feel that is a majority and they should rule.
This does not include any commercial or whatever. It was
strictly residential, so we feel the majority are against
the election.
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MR. yAUGHAN: Anyone else
speaking under this title as to being opposed to proposed
annexation?
Just you two gentlemen are the ones shown on the
agenda, is that correct.
MR. ROSS:

Yes.

SPOKESMAN FOR CITIZENS IN FAVOR OF PROPOSED ANNEXATION:
MR. ASHLEY: My name is Arden
Ashley. I was born in Nitro and I live in Nitro, 201 Broadway Avenue.
Mayor Gibson, Members of the City
Council, present and future residents of Nitro: The day of
the vote will probably be recorded as the most single
important event in the history of this small town since the
federal government practically issued it to us back in the
days of World War I.

I
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And from the time industry first
started moving in on the riverbanks, this once quaint, little
community has been economically neglected and morally abused;
and while I am for the free enterprise system, and anyone
who knows me would know that is true, those companies that
are fighting the annexation in this case have been using our
streets and our services. They have polluted our air, our
water, our ground. They have depreciated the town's name
and its property values. And right now if you own real
estate and you have a mailing address that includes Nitro
25143, the property value is probably several thousand
dollars less than that same house on that same street if
your address was South Hills or Cross Lanes.
Now most of the executives and
people who work for the them must realize this because the
majority does not live in Nitro. It seems to be okay to
work here, but apparently they would rather not have their
families among us. The South Hills communities have come
to be known as the bedrooms for this industrial complex.
If South Hills is the bedroom, then Nitro is the bathroom.

I

Mr. William Patterson, President
of FMC, who is president of the coalition of fifty-some
companies fighting annexation has said, "We want to work
with the City over the long term and provide equitable
financial assistance." Now if this is anything like an
anncurate representation of what he said, then one of us
just doesn't understand the definition of the term "equitable". Mr. Patterson also said, "The long term health of
the economy would be best served by defeating annexation."
Now, whose economy? Perhaps his
own, perhaps FMC's, perhaps the coalition's; but certainly
he is not talking about Nitro's economic health. There is
more. "This could be the straw that broke the camel's back."
Now these camels have been drinking from our trough free of
charge for a long time. Last, "Inudstries evidently locate
in the area because they wouldn't have the additional burden",
quite a testimonial for Nitro.
I have a message or a request for
three different parties: first, the people who live in the
area subject annexation if it comes through, I would say to
you, give the people who are the leaders of this city a chance
to show you the benefits to you if annexation goes through;
and to the leaders of this City of Nitro I would say get out
and tell them the truth, what is going to happen with annexation. That is the biggest, single job you have and there
is no excuse if you don't get the truth out.

I

For the industrial leaders, tonight
I would like for you to take two sheets of paper. On one of
them I want you to write what you sincerely believe the coalition is out to do ultimately. Secondly, in the morning I
would like for you to take the other sheet and simply write,
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"Yes, I will help Nitro with our annexation project" or
"No, I will not". On that single statement sign your
name to it and mail it to the Mayor. If you help us
with annexation, we would appreciate it. If you don't,
probably annexation will go through and we will welcome
you to our city and we will try to help you prosper.
Thank you very much.

I

SPOKESMAN FOR CITIZENS IN FAVOR OF PROPOSED ANNEXATION:
MR. SAUNDERS: My name is
Shirley Saunders. I live on Crest Drive, Nitro Park
Addition. Speaking for our community, we have seventyfive or eighty homes in there that doesn't have any sewage. We are in bad need for them and we are ninety-six
percent for annexation. And we have seventy-five or
eighty children in that community that is aged a year to
three, four and five years of age that goes out in our
lawns and woods and play. And it is not really healthy
for the. So we would like to make our community healthy
for our choldren, which my children is married and gone
but I still have interest in the neighbor children. I
would like to say tonight I visited seventy-five or eighty homes in the last two or three days that is in favor of
the annexation. We would like to thank you for these
few moments.
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ANNEXATION: In attendance were:
SPEAKERS

WITNESSES

James Bruce Pritt
Francis (Bud) Ferrari
Arden Ashley
Shirley Saunders
Lonnie Norvell
Don Meeks
Denzil Allison
Richard Drennen
Mediva Goode
Raymond Bias

Robert Hayne
J. C. Moody
William C. Howard
Connie Stephens
Ernest Hedrick
Leo James Bradley
Gene Williams
Jay Long

A.

I

PROPONENTS OF THE PROPOSED ANNEXATION:

MR. NORVELL: Mr. Mayor, Members of
the Council, I am Lonnie Norvell, I reside at 1318 Valentine
Circle, Nitro. I am a freeholder of the City of Nitro. The
petition before the Council is the same petition that was lodged
with the Council on January 15, 1980, other than for the addition
of signatures which the people requested they would be given the
opportunity to sign. In no way have there been any deletions to
this petition or the petition rather. At this time I submit
the petition to the Recorder.

I
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MR... KARNES:
"

:

I would like 'to make.

"

."

•-'._-.''

" *

r•

" , . " . .

a motion that It be filed in the Recorder-'s.Office and
made a part of this record.
'.-•'•
' .

.

•

COUNCIL MEMBER: Second.
' PENNINGTON
• MAYOR GIBSON: Any questions?
(No response)
MAYOR GIBSON:

If not, all in favor

please signify by the raising of your right hand.
(Vote taken)
MAYOR GIBSON:

All opposed.

(No response)

I

MAYOR GIBSON:
approved by unanimous vote.

No objection; so

The petition is ordered

filed and made a part of the record of these proceedings.
Next under (A), Proponents of the
Proposed Annexation, Mr. Robert Ilayne.

ROBERT HAYHE.
Witness herein, was questioned and gave answers
as follows:

I

.

f

''

:

;-

*•" - „--'

MR.. KARNES:
*' '''

"

I would like 'to make.

'"

"

•-•_,-."

* -

I

*" • ' " - • "

a motion that it be filed in the Recorder's.Office and
made a part of this record.

;

COUNCIL MEMBER:, Second.
" PENNINGTON
MAYOR GIBSON: Any questions?
(No response)
MAYOR GIBSON:

- :
If not, all

in favor

please signify by the raising of your right hand.
(Vote taken)
MAYOR GIBSON:

All

opposed.

(No response)
MAYOR GIBSON:
approved by unanimous vote.

No objection; so

I

The petition is ordered

filed and made a part of the record of these proceedings.
Next under (A), Proponents of the
Proposed Annexation, Mr. Robert Hayne.

PvOBERT HAYHE_

Witness herein, was questioned and gave answers

—-".._

as follows:

I

'•—
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGI1AN:

...

'V

-

' .-,.._

Q

Would you state your name, please.

A

My name is Robert Hayne.

"Q

Are you employed?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

By whom?

A

I ata President of Appalachian Engineers, Incorporated.

-

'•-"•-

.

,

-

' ' • ' ' '

:''~-

..
m>

Q

I

'

'

.

•

Have you made or have you been directed to prepare a ir.ap
relative to the proposed annex territory?

A

Yes, sir..

-

Q

By whom were you requested?
" -.--

-^

-

r "*

.

-

_

'

"

-

~ — •*

A

By the attorney for the City and the Mayor.

Q

And do you have with you such a map, or is that map
•>

attached to the petition?
A
Q

.,. That map, I believe, is part of the petition..
Would you take a look at it, please. "
(Document examined by witness)

I

v

- ."
•-i-^

A

Yes, sir. "

Q

Does that map accurately reflect the area in question in
your opinion?

"

•

.

.
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A

>

Yes. The area within the shaded line.is the area proposec
.-•"*•"

for
Q

. . . * . "

annexation. ... •

.

- -"

•

.

•

" " -•" '-"•••"

" .

. •

.'. . —

'-

And in your opinion does it reflect an area which is wholly
outside the present municipal boundaries of the City of
Nitro and outside of any other municipal boundaries?

A

Yes, sir. It is outside the municipal boundaries of Nitre
and outside of any other municipal boundaries.

Q

Was that map verified by you?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Do you consider it

_

-

to b e _ a .true and accurate representa-

tion in every way of the" area?
A

Yes, sir.

'

Q

Is the verification, insofar" as you know, a part of the
.

»

' - . • ' ' • . .
'

" "*"•

'"

I

c

•• *.

petition which has been filed herein?
••»

tc

' "W

A

•

.

I am not certain.
**

"

--

-• •

.»

MR. VAUGKAN:

Mr. Norvell, if

I may digress to you for a moment, is that the
same map as a part of your petition?
MR. NORVELL:

Yes, sir, it is.

MR. VAUGHAN:

Do you offer the

map as well with your petition?
MR. NORVELL:

Yes, sir.

I
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I

MR. VAUGHAN: . No further
questions.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:

;-

Q

Is this the same map?

A

No, it isn't.
(DISCUSSION OFF THE RECORD)

' .

v

(BACK ON THE RECORD)

I

.

.

-

•

'

.

-

T H E WITNESS:

from this map.

I t i s different

It has our logo on it, but it

is not our map.-

MR. ROSS CONT:
Q

^

-

Is the area on here the same shown on here as shown on the!
•-

.•A...

map?

••••

Yes, it is.

"

f

*

•

-' '

"

.

.MR. ROSS:

I

.

I will ask that this

be marked for identification as Protestants'
Exhibit No. 1.
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(Whereupon, the document referred to was,marked by
the Reporter as Protestants' Exhibit No. 1.)

MR. ROSS CONT:
Q "

.- .

' -.-•

-.

-Hr. Hayne, does this paper which has been marked for
identification" as Protestants' Exhibit Wo. 1 show a
map with the same area as shown on the,map filed with
the petition?

A

'

. -

Generally it see^ns to be.

-'....
Let me look at the other cap

to verify a statement I made.
(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked by
the Reporter as Protestants' Exhibit No. 2.)

>

THE WITNESS:

-

'

This appears to

be a reproduction of the nap.

I see some --

MR. ROSS CONT:
*

•

"

"

-

"

*

"

•

Q

It is the same area on a sreall scale?

A

It is the saraa area on a snail scale.

It nay be a ~~" -

.reduction of the same map, but it is too snail to tell for
sure.
Q

It is the same area, however.

I hand you herewith another nap which has been marked by
the Reporter for identification as Protestants' Exhibit
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i

ie outer lines 'colored" in green "and red No. 2.. Are the
together, do they show the same 'are'a tH'at' Is shown on the
map

there essentially?

' .. _---: "_,...".-' --''-

~^-'l' •

They seem to show the same area, yes. .- .-_

MR. ROSS;

-

.

All right, thank

you.
COUNCIL MEMBER: Mr. Mayor,
DR. ALLEN.
I would like to make a motion that we accept
this map as v e r i f i e d .

i

"
••
-"

•.

.-

• • •

ANOTHER COUNCIL MEMBER: Secon
DR. -CASSELL v
.
' MAYOR GIBSON:, Any "questions?
(No

:

response.)

MAYOR GIBSON:

If not, all in

favor please signify by the raising of your
right hand.

.

- " ' . . .

'

".

•' -•-•

(Vote taken.) '
MAYOR GIBSON: '.All opposed".
" ••

"

(No response.)
J-tAYOR GIBSON:

by unanimous vote.

I

..

..'..•*—-.^

It Is approved

The map Is ordered filed

and made a part of the record of these
proceedings.
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. .'

. •;'

_:''•-.;."•'.:'./ MR/" VAUGHAN: ' If I may, "before

- - - ' " " ' • • ' .-;'••'•..•"_..'
- ••.
." '"', '•'. : i ••';;.• '•'.••- .".
we go on, for identification purposes and

'

record purposes, let's have that verified map
and verified petition marked as the Petitioners
Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2,"so as to clear up any
possible discrepancy in the future as to which
. ..:.--/

map

we are talking about.

"

•

.

(Whereupon, the documents referred to were marked by
the Reporter as Petitioners' Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2.)

MR. VAUGMAN:

Mr. Mayor,

Councilman, if I might, in light of the West

I

Virginia Supreme Court decision in the matter
of Charles Cowan v. County Commission of Logan
County which, in my opinion

as Special Counsel

to you,' should be controlling in this instance,
which decision is to be found in 240 S.E.2<? 675.
is a case decided in West Virginia in 1977,
the Court there notes certain procedure -_-.
relative to the concept of incorporation by
the statute and is substantially, if not
essentially, the sane to that found in the
Annexation Code.

/
And in that regard the Court

I
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I

notes with approval the burden of proof concept:
as to what the petitioner is required to present
and prove and at which point that burden then
shifts to any opponents.
If I might, at this time I
would like to direct the Council that upon the

i
showing of a duly verified petition and further
i
the showing of a duly verified map which
>
purports to represent the area to be annexed, :
ii
at that point and in the future the burden

I

then shifts to the opponents of a proposed
annexation.

And accordingly I would direct

that those people who would be putting on
evidence in opposition now go forward.
MAYOR GIBSON:

So under (B),

Opponents, that is (B) of the Agenda under Number 8,
Opponents to Proposed Annexation, such as attorneys for
Union Boiler Company, Monsanto Company, FMC Corporation,
Avtex, Inc., and other persons, Mr. Richard M. Francis,
Attorney at Law.
MR. FRANCIS:

I

Mr. Mayor, I

would yield to Mr. Victor Ross who will take testimony
on our behalf.
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MR. ROSS:

I

Mr. Mayor and Members

of the Council, Mr. Vaughan, while we do not concede the
sufficiency of the petition filed in this instance, we
are perfectly willing to go forward at this time with our
evidence.
It is our contention that a
large portion of the area proposed to be annexed, in fact,
the greater portion of that area, is not urban in charac-j
i
ter but industrial, purely industrial in character and
that the total territory which is proposed to be annexed
and which is stated in the petition to contain 2.2 square
miles, the greater portion of that territory or of that

I

area contains territory which is disproportionate to the
area proposed to be annexed.

It includes territory, the

industrial area which we find as of today contains only
sixteen inhabitants.

We think this is a gross dispro-

portion tested by the standard of five hundred per square
mile.

It is, in fact, a limitation upon that standard.

The population density has been in the statute for many
years, but the statute was amended in '49 and '51 or '55
to include this requirement.that the area to be annexed
not only contain an average of five hundred per square

I

|
mile but it contain also no territory which is dispropor- j
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I

tionate.

And we think sixteen in the larger part of 1.17

square miles of area proposed to be annexed, sixteen
inhabitants is so grossly disproportionate that the
petition must be rejected as to that area as a matter of
law, and we would now propose to call our witnesses.
I would like to call Mr. Moody, if I may.
Do you want to swear the
witness?
(DISCUSSION OFF THE RECORD)
(BACK ON THE RECORD)

I

MR. VAUGHAN:

Do you want to

treat the earlier witnesses as though they had been sworn
MR. ROSS:

Yes, I will concede

that.
MR. VAUGHAN:
the record.

Show that in

I think both of those were filing verified

petitions.
MR. ROSS:

Yes, they were

filing, but I think you can show that.
that.

I

I don't question
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I

J. C. MOODY
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified
on his oath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

Will you state your name and age, please.

A

J. C. Moody, sixty years of age.

Q

Where do you reside, Mr. Moody?

A

426 Lake Road, Nitro 25143.

Q

And that is not inside the city limits of Nitro?

A

It is not.

Q

It is on the outskirts?

A

Right.

Q

Whatis your profession, Mr. Moody?

A

Chemical

Q

Are you a graduate of any professional

A

West Virginia University.

Q

Do you hold any professional degrees?

A

Chemical engineer.

Q

And did you at one time reside in the City of Nitro?

A

For the first twenty-one years of my life, yes.

I

engineer.
school?

I
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I

Q

. How old were you when you moved here?

A

One year old.

Q

And you thereafter lived in Nitro at that time?

A

Right.

Q

Do: you or any members of your family engage in any
business presently in the City of Nitro?

A

My wife and myself own Nitro Realty and Builders Realty,

yes.

I

Q

You are in the real estate business?

A

Right.

Q

Following your graduation from West Virginia University,
by whom were you employed?

A

American Viscose Corporation, Nitro.

Q

And what positions did you hold with American Viscose
Corporation?

A

Project chemical engineer as a starting employee,
Assistant Plant Manager, Department Head, Chief Engineer
and Plant Manager.

Q

And was the rayon plant owned by American Viscose
Corporation sold to FMC Fibers Division in 1966, along in
there?

I

A

Somewhere, yes.

Q

Did you thereafter work for FMC Fibers Division?

50

A

.

I

1I did.

Q

And
you were General Manager of the plant?
^

A

IThat is right.

Q

And
when did you leave FMC Fibers Division?
^

A

I
About
seven years ago.

Q

iAnd by whom are you now employed?

A

TUnion Boiler Corporation.

Q

And
I

is Union Boiler Corporation located in Nitro, West

\Virginia?

A

Just outside the city limits.

Q

Just outside the city limits.

And I take it that all of

%your employment at Nitro has been in the industrial area

I

adjacent to the City of Nitro which is now proposed to
be annexed in this proceeding?

A

That is right.

Q

I hand you here two maps, one marked for identification
"Protestants' Exhibit No. 1" which Mr. Hayne has identified as a reduced copy or a small copy showing the area
which is proposed to be annexed in this proceeding.

And

I hand you herewith another map which has been marked
for identification as "Protestants' Exhibit 2 which has
been identified by Mr. Hayne as including in green and
red there the same area that is shown on the map which

I
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I
has been filed with the petition in this action.

Did you

prepare the second map which is shaded in red and green?
A

We did the perimeter calculations on this map, yes.

Q

And did you put the shadings on?

A

I did.

Q

Does this map in red and green show the area which is
proposed to be annexed by the City of Nitro in this
proceeding?

A

That is true.

Q

The verification filed by the petitioner in this proceeding

I

states that the area of the proposed property to be annexed
is 2.2 square miles.

How does that compare with your

calculations?
A

It is the same gross area.

Q

The same gross area.

Now how many acres are there in a

square mile?
A

Six hundred forty acres.

Q

In the map which has been marked for identification as
Protestants' Exhibit No. 2, the red area which is shaded
therein contains what kind of property?

Is it residential

or industrial property located within the red area?

I

A

With the exception of very, very, let's see, I believe it
is five apartments and three houses north of Union Boiler
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it is all and entirely
Q

I

industrial.

And how many square miles does that industrial area
include, according to your computations?

A

1.17 square miles.

Q

1.7?

A

1.17 square miles.

Q

What sort of area is included in the portion outlined
in green on that map, Protestants' Exhibit No. 2?

A

j
i
Rural, completely rural with substantial housing developments inside of the 1.05 square miles.

Q

;

Are there any subdivisions located in the area designated;i

in green?

j

I

j

A

Yes.

Q

What are some of them?

A

Ortin Heights, Nitro Addition, Nitro Park Addition.

Q

Is Hulbert Addition in there in the center?

A

H.ulbert Addition.

Q

Now did you make a computation of the area shaded in

I

green?
A

We did.

Q

And how much did it contain?

A

1.05 square miles.

Q

And the total area that you found was then how much?

I
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I
A
Q

-

1.05 rural and 1.17 industrial.
All right now, are you familiar with the history of the
City of Nitro, Mr. Moody?

I

A

Very much so.

Q

Did your father work here before you?

A

He did.

Q

And he moved here about 1920?

A

He did.

Q

And who did he go to work for?

A

American Viscose.

Q

I see.

Now before any industrial plants were located,

what was located in this area which you have shaded in
red and which you refer to as the industrial area when
the Government owned it?
A

Well, it was essentially a gun powder manufacturing
facility which included the nitric acid plant, sulfuric
acid plant, sulfur sulfate, cotton linen, pulp storage,
gun powder storage as a final product.

Q

Were these buildings scattered throughout this industrial
area?

I

A

In both cases, right.

Q

In both.

Did the United States Government build roads in

this industrial area leading to these various buildings?
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A

"

I

They did.

Q

And did they install industrial sewers in that area?

A

They did.

Q

And are some of those still in use today?

A

Yes.

Q

Or still there.

How about water lines, were they

installed?
A

They installed a water plant capable of supplying the
entire city and a portion of North Charleston for many
years.

Q

And electric power lines?

A

Complete power generation and boiler facilities.

Q

And telephone and telegraph lines, gas lines, were they

I

all installed by the Government?
A

All necessary utilities for the city, yes.

Q

Did the Government also build some houses at that time

before 1920?
A

Practically a street a day.

Q

And those houses were located where with reference to the
industrial area which you have shown in red on this map,
Protestants' Exhibit No. 2?

A

Completely outside the confines of the industrial area
and some south of the industrial area.

I
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I
Q
A

-

How about east?
And due east of the industrial area, but all outside the
confines of the city boundary.

Q

After the World War II ended --

A

World War I.

Q

After World War I ended, what did the Government do with
the industrial area and the residence area that it had
established here?

A

The first move historically was the Government commissioned
the Charleston Industrial Corporation to sell off the

I

assets which they attempted to do and did a portion of,
and then retained the property under the name of the
Charleston Industrial Corporation.
Q

And they sold out to whom?

A

To any and all that were willing buyers.

Q

But they sold in the industrial area.

Did they sell the

property for industrial purposes?

I

A

Yes.

Q

Now who succeeded Charleston Industrial?

A

Nitro Industrial Corporation.

Q

And did they also sell property in the industrial area
for industrial purposes?

A

They did.
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Q -

And did they sell the houses off that were located in the

I

residential area at that time?
jj

A

They did.

:

Q

None of those houses were located in the industrial area?

ij
j
i|

A

No.

Q

Now I will ask you, you have worked in the industrial

i!
i

r

plants,you have testified, all your life and you have
been in the industrial area and you have been a plant
manager there, is there any property today available for
sale in the industrial area, or has it all been sold?
A

We have recently sold the last one hundred acres that
existed in the red area, and all of it to industrial in
use.

Q

There is none left.

There is none left.

Was any of this industrial area

located in the part that you have shaded in red laid out
into lots, streets and areas for residential purposes?

A

No.

Q

Was there ever a residence built south of -- I mean west
of Route No. 25 as shown on that map and the railroad,
west of the railroad and west of Route No. 25, is it 25,
I believe it is?

A

To my knowledge there was one residence immediately nortl
of what is known as Southern Supply and a fellow, I

I
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I

believe a co-owner of Southern Supply, named Jordan, live
there a short time and they have since removed the house.
Q

They have since removed the house and today there are no
homes or houses located in the area west of the railroad

and west of Route No. 25, State Route No. 25 in the
industrial area, is that correct?

A

No.

Q

Is there anybody that lives there, any inhabitants that
lives in that area today?

I

A

Two people, one the employee of Southern Supply.

Q

Where do they live?

A

It is an addition to the Southern Supply garage.

Do they live in a house?
I would

not term it a normal residence, no.
Q

It is an apartment built in there or --

A

Similar.

Q

Similar to an apartment.

A

No.

Q

Those are the only two people that live in there,

It is not a house?

inhabitants that live in the industrial area today in the
area west of the railroad and west of State Route No. 25?

I

A

That is right.

Q

Now have you also made a house-to-house check to see how
many persons or how many inhabitants there are within
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the area on the west side of the railroad and the west

I

side of Route 25 in the industrial area?
A
I Q

On the west side of Route 25?
Yeah, in the industrial area, how many are there in -east side, excuse me, east side of 25.

!

A

Yes.

Q

How many live in the industrial area east of the railroad
and east of Route 25?

A

As of the time of our canvass of the area there are five
apartments, one empty, and three houses with a total of
sixteen people, I am sorry, total of fourteen people.

Q

Will you read off the names for the record.

Who resides

on the west side of the highway in the industrial area
at Southern Supply?
A

Mr. and Mrs. James Kilgore.

Q

All right now, coming to the east side of the highway
and the east side of the railroad within the industrial
area as shown on your map, who resides there?

A

Charles, Naoma and Kent Hartley, 4316 First Avenue; Robie
and Mary Ellen Stricklan, 4318 First Avenue; Mr. and
Mrs. Phillips, 4320 First Avenue, these being the three
independent houses.

And the four of the five apart-

ments that are inhabited was Randel and Hunt Tidd,

I
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I

Apartment B; Douglas and Tina Facemyer, Apartment C;
Marvin and Teresa Richardson, Apartment D; and Bill
Hollis, Apartment E, the fifth apartment being empty.
That makes a total of how many persons that are inhabitants of the industrial area as of this date?
A

Sixteen people.

Q

Now turning to the 1.05 square miles shaded in green and
shown on your map, Protestants' Exhibit No. 2, I take
it that numerous residents live in that area?

A

That is right.

Q

But only sixteen in the area outlined in red, the

I

industrial area?
A

That is true.

Q

And it contains the greater portion, slightly greater
portion of the area proposed to be annexed in these
proceedings?

A

That is correct.

Q

Did anyone go with you when you made your check?

A

Yes, our personnel manager, Bill Howard.

Q

And you are familiar enough with the territory to know
that there are no other residences any place within the
industrial area?

I

A

Not to my knowledge.
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Q "

I

Now I want to ask you this question, Mr. Moody: It

appears that the property which is proposed to be annexed
is partly in Kanawha County and partly in Putnam County,
is that correct?
A

That is right.

Q

And are you familiar with the corporate limits of the
City of Nitro?

A

Insofar as the map that we have been given, yes.

Q

And let me ask you, is the greater portion of the City of
Nitro today located in Kanawha County or Putnam County?

A

Putnam, pardon me, Kanawha County.

Q

It is located in Kanawha County.

If this area should be

I

annexed that is proposed to be annexed in this proceeding
where would the greater portion of the property lie?
Would it be in Putnam County or still in Kanawha County?
A

By our observation of the maps available to us, it: would
still remain in Kanawha County.

Q

The greater portion?

A

Right.

Q

Including the area to be annexed?

A

Right.

Q

Based on your knowledge of the industrial area as shown
on your map, is there any land in this area which is

I
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I
suited for residential development?
None whatsoever that I would consider to be suitable
residential property by today's standard.
Is there any land in the industrial area which, in your
opinion, would be suited for parks or recreation
development?
One, there is none available; and two, it would not be
suitable.
Now I want to ask you how many plants, industrial plants,j
chemical plants, factories, warehouses and commercial
establishments are located within the industrial area

I

shown on your map outlined in red, the map being
identified as Protestants' Exhibit No. 2?

How many

factories, chemical plants, commercial establishments,
warehouses are located within that area?

Without going into the ownership of subsidiaries and
part ownerships and that sort of thing, there is in exces
of forty-four independent companies.

I

Q

That operate businesses or factories within that area?

A

That is right.

Q

What are some of the larger plants?

A

Allied Chemical Corporation, Monsanto Corporation, FMC.
I don't know the status of Avtex now that it is down.
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I

Overnite Transportation, Heck's, McJunkin, Thomas-FieId,
Pepsi-Cola.

Two recent ones, A & S Investment Company,

Union Boiler, Everett Call, Midway Construction, Nitro
Electric, Appalachian Sash and Door, to name most of them
Q

I see.

Did any of these companies move out of another

incorporated area to move in this area which was unincorporated?

A

Yes.

Q

Can you name some of them?

A

McJunkin, Pepsi-Cola, Thomas-Field, Heck's, and I don't
know the parent base of some of the smaller companies
that have moved in.

Q

Thomas-Field.

I

Does this industrial area include an industrial park that
has recently been laid out and sold?

A

It does.

Q

And did the fact that the area was unincorporated have
anything to do with many of those people locating there?

A

Without presupposing too much on the part of a. major
company, that is one of the first questions we have always
been asked,i&; are we inside or are we outside the city
limits.

And in all honesty, it has been to the best of

our knowledge a very serious consideration on the part
of people coming into the area.

We, right now, have a
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I

notes with approval the burden of proof concept
as to what the petitioner is required to present
ii
and prove and at which point that burden then i
shifts to any opponents.
If I/might, at this time I
I

would like to direct the Council that upon the
showing of a duly verified petition and further
the showing of a duly verified map which
purports to represent the area to be annexed,
at that point and in the future the burden

I

then shifts to the opponents of a proposed
annexation.

And accordingly I would direct

that those people who would be putting on
evidence in opposition now go forward.
MAYOR GIBSON:

So under (B) ,

Opponents, that is (B) of the Agenda under Number 8,

j

Opponents to Proposed Annexation, such as attorneys for

i

Union Boiler Company, Monsanto Company, FMC Corporation,
Avtex, Inc., and other persons, Mr. Richard M. Francis,
Attorney at Law.
MR. FRANCIS:

I

i

Mr. Mayor, I

would yield to Mr. Victor Ross who will take testimony
on our behalf.
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Q

How about sewage from these plants, the big plants, how

I

about industrial sewage first?
A

Industrial sewage is by law and by State mandate that it
must be treated and by and large the industries treat
their own chemical waste in treatment plants that are
and of necessity designed for their own peculiar and
technical requirements.

Q

And they are all different then, I take it, a little
different?

A

They are all substantially different.

Q

And so the industrial plants, so far as industrial waste,
wouldn't benefit from incorporation?

A

Not to my knowledge, no.

Q

Are these industrial treatment plants some of them large

I

and expensive that have been built in the area?
A

Very large.

They are substantially greater than the

entire city waste treatment plant.
Q

Do some of them cost millions of dollars?

A

That is true.

Q

But they are already installed so far as waste treatment
is concerned?

A

That is true.

Q

So far as sanitary, do any of these plants rely on the

I
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I

new tenant who is already expressing a desire, a
nationally known corporation, and this is one of their
questions, where do we stand on the annexation question.
Q

Are these plants which are located within the industrial
area, and when I use the word "plants" I mean factories,
warehouses, commercial establishments, all sorts of
businesses that are located there, are they pretty much
self-sufficient in the way of services that a city would
render them?

I

For example, how about police protection?

A

They have their own security force.

Q

And those that are too small to have their own security
force, where do they get theirs?

A

The County Sheriff and State Police.

Q

I see.

The larger plants, however, have security guards

and you have to exhibit a pass to get in, I take it?
A

That is right.

Q

Now how about trash and waste materials, do any of them
rely on the City, presently rely on the City for that;
or do they dispose of it in their own way?

A

I can't speak for the smaller companies.
ones are by and large self-sufficient.

I

Q

Do any of them contract that work?

A

They do.

The larger
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Q

I

How about sewage from these plants, the big plants, how
about industrial sewage first?

A

Industrial sewage is by law and by State mandate that it
must be treated and by and large the industries treat
their own chemical waste in treatment plants that are
and of necessity designed for their own peculiar and
technical requirements.

Q

And they are all different then, I take it, a little

j
i

different?

A
Q

j
i
They are all substantially different.
j
i
I
And so the industrial plants, so far as industrial waste,•
i
wouldn't benefit from incorporation?

i

I

i
i

A

Not to my knowledge, no.

Q

Are these industrial treatment plants some of them large

i
j

and expensive that have been built in the area?

i

A

Very large.

They are substantially greater than the

J
ji

entire city waste treatment plant.
Q

Do some of them cost millions of dollars?

A

That is true.

Q

But they are already installed so far as waste treatment
is concerned?

A

That is true.

Q

So far as sanitary, do any of these plants rely on the

I
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I

MR. ROSS:

Mr. Mayor and Members

of the Council, Mr. Vaughan, while we do not concede the {
sufficiency of the petition filed in this instance, we
are perfectly willing to go forward at this time with our
evidence.
It is our contention that a
large portion of the area proposed to be annexed, in fact
the greater portion of that area, is not urban in character but industrial, purely industrial in character and
""""*v^

that the total territb-ry which is proposed to be annexed

I

and which is stated in the petition to contain 2.2 square
miles, the greater portion of that territory or of that
area contains territory which is disproportionate to the j
I
area proposed to be annexed. It includes territory, the j
i
industrial area which we find as of today contains only j
sixteen inhabitants.

We think this is a gross dispro-

portion tested by the standard of five hundred per square
mile.

It is, in fact, a limitation upon that standard.

The population density has been in the statute for many
years, but the statute was amended in '49 and '51 or '55
to include this requirement.that the area to be annexed

I

not only contain an average of five hundred per square
mile but it contain also no territory which is dispropor-

66

A

It is a voluntary organization of the industry outside

I

the city limits that meets or attempts to meet the
budget requests of the City on a contributory basis.
Q

And was it originally formed to contribute to the Fire
Department?

A

That was the basic consideration in the beginning.

Q

Do you still contribute to the Fire Department?

A

We do.

Q

Did you contribute to the installation of the sanitary
sewer which some of your people have hooked on to, the
sanitary sewer I say did you contribute to the sewage
system?

A

The new one you are talking about?

Q

Yes.

A

Yes.

Q

For any service that you get from the City today you pay
for just like anybody else pays for.

I

It is a question

of negotiation with the City, is that correct?
A

Each industry pays its own individual sewer bill.

Q

Is there any pressing need for these city services?

A

I would defer that, by and large, to the individual plant!
i
judgment. But to my knowledge, the city sewage is a
requirement which they need and which they pay for.

I
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I

City for sanitary sewage?
A

The larger plants in some cases need their own sanitary
sev?age to make their chemical sewage function properly
and treat their own sanitary wastes..

Q

And some of the smaller ones use the line that leads
to the city waste sewage plant, or do they use it?

A

That is true.

They negotiate their own waste sewage

treatment individually with the City.
Q

Now how about fire protection?

A

The larger industries that I have been associated with

I

by and large use the City fire protection only as a
backup.
Q

Do they ever have their own firemen trained for fires?

A

Yes.

Q

Is that necessary when you are dealing with chemicals?

A

Chemical fires are peculiar to the installation.
do require special consideration.

They

In any event, you

could not afford to wait to start your own protection or
your own prevention until the City gets there.

If you

need the City, they would only come in after you have
at least started to fight the fire.

I

It is a subordinate

or secondary effort.
Q

What is the Civic Benefit Association of Nitro?
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It is a voluntary organization of the industry outside

I

the city limits that meets or attempts to meet the
budget requests of the City on a contributory basis.
And was it originally formed to contribute to the Fire
Department?

A

That was the basic consideration in the beginning.

Q

Do you still contribute to the Fire Department?

A

We do.

Q

Did you contribute to the installation of the sanitary
sewer which some of your people have hooked on to, the

sanitary sewer I say did you contribute to the sewage
system?

A

The new one you are talking about?

Q

Yes.

A

Yes.

Q

For any service that you get from the City today you pay
for just like anybody else pays for.

I

It is a question

of negotiation with the City, is that correct?

A

Each industry pays its own individual sewer bill.

Q

Is there any pressing need for these city services?

A

I would defer that, by and large, to the individual plant
judgment.

But to my knowledge, the city sewage is a

requirement which they need and which they pay for.

I

I

Q

Just one more question or two.
a plant manager in the area.

Mr. Moody, you have been
In your opinion would

incorporation of this industrial area into the City have
an adverse effect in the cost to the company and in the
jobs, their ability to operate and supply jobs to the
workers in this area?
A

Substantial detriment.

Q

Are these plants in competition, not only some of them
with other plants but plants within their own system?

A

I

That is especially true in regard to younger employees
where you have the ability of one plant in another area
to have a lower manufacturing cost than your particular
manufacturing cost.

And in the typical cyclical

variation in the economy of our country, as the business
goes up and down you are forced into competitive
competition with maybe one of your own plants.

The

one I am most familiar with being Avtex Product Lines
being shifted out of Nitro into Front Royal.

Now the

plant doesn't go down, but there may be three hundred
people laid off because Front Royal would have a cheaper
manufacturing cost than the plant at Nitro.

I

ago it was the opposite.

A few years

Nitro American Viscose had the

cheapest operating cost and they shifted production
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I
from Front Royal to Nitro to sustain their operations.
I am reminded of a competitive situation of Monsanto for

which we were their supplier of a raw material, and they j
ji
hounded us considerably to reduce the cost to them of
the anhydrocloride sodium sulfate because they were in
competition with the same operation in St. Louis, their

!

j

own operation.

We could not cut the cost of our raw

i

products to Monsanto, and that being one of the main
factors, they lost the product to the St. Louis operation,
moved it out of the local plants.
Now the plants don't move in these instances, but
the people that are laid off do.

I

Due to lack of

competition, one line was lost at American Viscose to
another plant.

They used to be at Parkersburg.

is now down at Front Royal.

That

The cost in employment for

the shift of one production line would be somewhere
between forty and eighty of the youngest people in theplant, in all probability the people who need the jobs
the most, who have the mortgages, the car payments and
the young family.
So the competition within an industry and in
Avtex's position over here with foreign countries who
have cheaper labor rates are tough and with Union Boiler

I
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I

and others, other contractors who are outside the city
limits who do not have to pose the B & 0 Tax to their
customers as part of the cost makes competition very,
very tight.
Q

In other words, in years past your experience was whenever
the cost at Viscose would go up over another plant they
would start looking at it and shift production to such
plant because it could be manufactured cheaper?

I

A

Every time.

They would have been an idiot if they didn't'.
i

Q

They would lay off people?

A

Every time.

Q

If costs are increased in these local plants, do you
think that will be felt in operations later on?

A

In the manufacturing costs that I am associated with,
the new computer analysis reads the cost per pound to
the fourth decimal place.

The answer to your question

is yes.
Q

And they figure it every month?

A

Every month.

MR. ROSS:

I

At this time I

would like to offer into evidence the two
maps which have been marked for identification ,
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I
Due to error of Xerox Machine continued on Page 72

I

I
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I
Due to error of Xerox Machine continued on Page 72

I

I
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I
one as Protestants' Exhibit No. 1 and the
other as Protestants' Exhibit No. 2, and move
that they be made a part of the record in
this case.

MR. ROSS CONT:
Now, Mr. Moody, I want to ask you one other question.
The petition that has been filed herein contains a metes i
and bounds description of the entire area which is

I

proposed to be annexed, including the industrial area

i
1

and what you have outlined and shaded in green thereon
as the residential area.

j
i
Did you also prepare a separate

description by metes and bounds from the description
used in the petition of the industrial area alone?
A

We did.

Q

And is that the description which you prepared of the

I

!
j
!
I

industrial area which is shown in red on the map entitled
"Protestants' Exhibit No. 2"?
(Document examined by witness)

Give me the map a minute (Documents examined by witness)
It is.

I
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I

MR. ROSS:

Okay, I would like

to ask that this paper entitled

"Description

of Unincorporated Industrial Area Adjoining
the City of Nitro, West Virginia, Proposed to
be Annexed into the City of Nitro, West
Virginia," and it is a metes and bounds
description, be marked for identification as
Protestants' Exhibit No. 3 and received in
evidence.
(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked by

I

the Reporter as Protestants' Exhibit No. 3.)

MR. ROSS CONT:
Q

Only one last question.

The industrial area which you

have shown outlined in red on your map which has been
marked and received as Protestants' Exhibit No. 2 has
only sixteen inhabitants as of this day, is that correct?
A

Unless somebody slipped a trailer in between four o'clock
this afternoon and tonight's meeting, that is true.

MR. ROSS:

I

I think that is all

for me.
MR. FRANCIS:

Again, my name
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is Richard M. Francis.

I simply want to address each

I

of the Council Members with what you are here for
tonight.

You will be advised that your discretion in

this matter is very limited, that once certain, basic
determinations are made,that you have no discretion.
But you do have a duty to make a determination on each
of five basic requirements for annexation.

Without this

determination annexation cannot proceed.
You must determine first if
the petition is sufficient to proceed and, second, if the
territory to be annexed conforms with certain .minimum
basic requirements.

No election can be held or can be

I

ordered unless the determination is made by each of you
as a body.

Now the hearing tonight is to help you in

this determination.
We have presented facts that
we think can help you and the City has presented a map
which they think can help you and the petition which can
help you.
What you do have to decide,
you have to decide if the petition contains the signatures
of five percent of the freeholders within the present
corporate limits of Nitro and you should decide that

I

I

based upon what you have seen this evening you have to
determine if the territory which is proposed to be annexec
is not in a municipality. Evidence was shown it was not
in a municipality by Mr. Hayne. You have to determine
if the territory to be annexed is urban in character and
-v

you have to do this based upon the facts that you have
gathered this evening.
The fourth requirement or
fourth problem, individual requirement, you have to
determine if there are five hundred inhabitants per square

I

mile within the territory to be annexed and you have to
do this based upon the facts you have been shown.

.r.s

The fifth and most important
in our minds, you must determine, the determination is
yours and each of you must decide, whether the part of
Kanawha and Putnam Counties to be annexed contains - - a n
important words is contains -- whether that part of the
county contains an amount of territory disproportionate
to the number of inhabitants therein, whether it contains
-- the statute doesn't say whether it consists of or
whether it is, but whether it contains the amount.

I

Ask

yourself, is there within the territory proposed to be
annexed an amount of territory disproportionate to the
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number of inhabitants contained therein.

I

Each or

five determinations you must make and you are accountable
for making each of these determinations.
I respect each of you, and I
think you are going to give your serious thought; and we
wouldn't be here tonight if we didn't think there is some
dispute; one or more of these basic determinations is in
doubt and that there is a determination that has to be
made.
Secondly, it is with certain
regret and with respect that I note there are about fifty
people in this room, and there are an additional perhaps

I

fifty or one hundred people outside this room who sought
to be a part of this proceeding.

I am most aware of the

Council's problems, the logistical problems to hold a
meeting of this sort.

Nonetheless, certain concerned

citizens may have been denied the opportunity to be a
part of the proceeding.

It is with this understanding

with respect to Council's problems in providing a place,
the logistical problems of this, we respectfully note
for the record the objections of the people that were not
t

able to come into the room and participate in the meeting.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Mr. Francis, for

I
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I
the record and your edification, let me note that everybody in that hall was addressed with a petition giving
them

the opportunity whether they wanted to be heard or

whether they didn't want to be heard at this meeting.
Those "who requested to be heard will be heard at this
meeting.

No one will be denied.
MR. ROSS:

Mr. Vaughan, I take

it that the petition and the map which has been filed
herein will become a part of the official record?
MR. VAUGHAN: Yes, sir.

I

MR. ROSS:

As I understand then

the ruling of the Council has already been done in both
cases.

It will be a part of the record when the transcript

has been filed and your final order entered in connection
therewith, and I have no control over that.
MR. VAUGHAN:
MR. ROSS:

Nor do I.

The proceedings

will be certified by the Mayor as provided by statute
of this hearing?
MR. VAUGHAN:

That is correct,

by the recorder, I believe.

I

Do you have any further
questions of Mr. Moody?

78

MR. ROSS:
MR. MOODY:

No.

I

I would like.to

make a statement if I may.
MR. ROSS:
MR. MOODY:

All right.
As a member of

the local community for fifty-some years and knowing all
of you gentlemen personally and as an adjunct to Kit
Francis1 statement here, I think it does behoove you
gentlemen to put yourself seriously in the position of
an industry inside the city limits competing within their
own company for their own local employment with companies
and relative or sister companies that do not have this
cost involvement.
Now I am sure you are all aware
of today's absolute horrendous competitive situation in
industry and I can guarantee you that anybody in business
today, if he is going to stay in business, has to
absolutely fight the dollar to the very limit of his
ability.

And those that fail to do that aren't here any

longer, and far be it from me as a past manager of
American Viscose to say that they left the area due to
consideration of a B & 0 Tax would be stupid; but also
bear in mind that that is one straw on a camel's back.

i
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I
The other is being part of this very different forms of
competition within their own company, with Taiwan, with
Philippines, areas over which they personally have little
or no cost controls.

It was a privilege to appear
before you gentlemen and it was good to see you all again;
and I appreciate the opportunity to express my own
personal opinion.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

I
BY MR. VAUGHAN:
Q

There are a couple of questions I would like to ask Mr.
Moody relative to his testimony or statement, I guess
would be a better way to characterize it.
do you live in the City itself?

Mr. Moody,

Early on you gave an

address which sounded to be a city street.

I

A

No.

Q

You do not live in the city limits?

A

No, half;a mile outside the city limits.

Q

Do you live within the area proposed to be annexed?

A

No.

Q

Are you here this evening strictly as a representative

I

of your employer?

MR. ROSS:

I represent the

Civic Association -MR. VAUGHAN:

I would like to

get the answer from Mr. Moody because I am
unclear as to the exact nature of his testimony
the role of it.

I am a local businessman with two businesses in the City
Nitro.

I own five individual pieces of property within

the City of Nitro for which I am concerned. I am an

I

employee of a company who is subject to this competition
immediately in the area to be annexed.

I am the secretary

and treasurer of the Civic Benefit Association.

I would

say to you that I am here in all those capacities.
In regards to your testimony you have noted in several
instances or referred.to in several instances costs due
to annexation.

Are we talking there really of taxes?

Is that the definition of costs due to annexation?
Not just tax, B & 0 Tax, procedural delays, the various
red tape associated with approvals, construction permits,
explanations, delay in construction.

I
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I

Q -

But is the essence of your objection basically tax?

A

No.

Q

Taxes are no consideration?

A

I didn't say that.

Q

It is not the essence?

A

I didn't say that.

Q

Is it part of the essence of your objection?

A

Obviously.

Q

Do you yourself in any one of the roles that you have

/

outlined enjoy the benefit of any city services?

I

A

Yes.

Q

For how long and which roles are we talking about?

A

For the property that is in the city that I own, garbage
collection, sewage and police protection.

Q

Does your employer, to your knowledge, enjoy any of the..
benefits of city services?

I

A

One being sewage, and he pays for it.

Q

Does he enjoy the benefits of the city streets?

A

St. Albans, Charleston, Nitro, Poca, he does.

Q

And Nitro?

A

That is right.

Q

Does he enjoy any fire protection as a result of the
city being here?
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I

A

Yes.

Q

Does he enjoy a reduced rate for fire protection as a
result of the city being here as compared to not having
the city, to your knowledge?

A
iii

He does,. but I don't know that that is an economical
balance.

i!

!;

Q

,

Do you feel that the quality of life of the employees of
your employer is improved by the City of Nitro?

A

Say that again.

Q

Do you feel that the quality of life of the employees are

ij

i;
ji
I

I

benefited by the City of Nitro?

A

I do.

Q

I believe you testified in regards to the sanitary sewers
there were a few that were hooked up.

Would it surprise

you that at least thirty-one out of the forty-five are
|
J!
|

connected.

Does that come as a surprise?

A

The thirty-one being the smaller ones, no.

Q

But your testimony would still be that just a few are
connected?

A

Are you attempting to say that I made a mistake in my
first statement?

Q

No, sir.

I am asking you if your definition of a few

would be thirty-one or below.

I
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A

You are giving me information that I did not have as of
the date.

MR. VAUGHAN:

Thank you, sir

MR. ROSS: Jack, I have one
other question here.
MR. VAUGHAN: Wait just a
minute .
MR. ROSS:

I will let you

finish, gladly.

I

MR. VAUGHAN CONT:
Q

Mr. Moody, if I may, I believe you are familiar with a
complaint which was filed in the Circuit Court of Kanawha
County wherein numerous of the industries in the proposed
area filed a complaint wherein they requested certain
relief, among which was injunctive relief.

Are you

familiar with that suit?

A

I don't understand.

Q

Do you have any personal knowledge of the filing of a
complaint by certain of the industries in the proposed

I

area?

Do you have any knowledge of that suit?
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MR. ROSS:

I

That is the suxt

you verified.
THE WITNESS:

What we are

doing here?
MR. ROSS:

The injunction suit i
I
we brought in Kanawha County.
I
I
i
t

MR. VAUGHAN CONT:

|

Q

You do have knowledge?

!

A

Yes.

;

Q

You in fact were the verifier of that complaint, weren't

I

you?

;

A

Yes.

Q

Is it not true the essence and real damage complained of
in that suit, and I quote from your own complaint:

:

"In the;

event of a favorable vote to annex said territory into the
i

City of Nitro, plaintiffs will suffer immediate and irrep- |
arable injury in that annexation will de facto be accom-

j

plished and plaintiffs will be subjected to numerous claims i
i
for property and gross sales taxex imposed by the City of
Nitro."
A

Is that correct?

That is correct.
MR. ROSS:
tunity for a hearing.

Without any oppor-

That is what we alleged in

there, that we have been denied a hearing.

I
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MR. VAUGHAN:

That was the onli

claim for damages -MR. ROSS:

No.

There was no

claim for damages except injunctions.

We

didn't ask for damages in a monetary sense.

MR. VAUGHAN CONT:
Q

Was there any other damage complained of?

MR. ROSS:

I

I

I don't know.

MR. VAUGHAN:

I am asking

Mr. Moody.

A

You know better than to ask me a legal question like that.

Q

Sir, you signed the complaint, I didn't, did you not?

A

I can't answer your question.

Q

What, as to whether you signed it or not?

A

No, as to the content of the legal matter involved.

Q

But that was your signature on there?

A

That is right.

MR. VAUGHAN:

That's all.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION

I

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

I have got one other question.

Can you identify this

map that I am going to hand you, the aerial photo?

What

is that map?
A

It is an aerial photograph made and supplied by the
Government on the area in question, dated 1976.

Q

Was that the last aerial photograph taken by the
Government?

Do they take them every five years or

something?
A

I think there is one since then, but I don't have a copy

I

of it.
Q

Have you outlined on that map in red the industrial area
proposed to be incorporated as a part of the City of
Nitro in this proceeding?

A

We have.

Q

And have you outlined on that map, insofar as possible,
in green the residential area that is proposed to be
incorporated into the City of Nitro?

A

As best we can --

Q

Scale from the description?

A

Scale from the maps that we had and make them appropos

I
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I

to these drawings, yes.
Q

Now I want to ask you, since this map has been taken in
'76 what are the chief changes that have occurred in
the industrial area?

A

Aside from Avtex going out of business, we have developed
as a change, to answer your question, the development of
one hundred acres of property between McJunkin Road and
the Kanawha River, Monsanto on the south and 1-64 on the
north.

I

Q

Is that the industrial park?

A

That is HUB Industrial Park.

Q

And as a change, has much of this area been built up
today?

A

It is all sold or under option at this time.

Q

To industries?

A

To industries.

Q

I see.

And Heck's is the large building with the blacktop

down close to the interstate?
A

That is true.

Q

And this is in the area behind Heck's and running out to
the interstate?

I

A

!
|
I

And includes Heck's.

MR. ROSS:

And includes Heck's.

I

All right, I would like to offer this map, this
aerial photo -- it isn't a map, it is an
aerial photo -- into evidence as the
Protestants' Exhibit No. 4, if she will mark
it for identification.

We don't have any

copies of it, Dennis, but it shows the area
pretty well.
MR. VAUGHAN:

I assume that is

MR. VAUGHAN:

I assume that is

recent?

recent?
MR. ROSS:

I

It is a '76 map.

They take them about "every five years, the
Government does.
(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked by
the Reporter as Protestants' Exhibit No. 4.)
(Witness excused.)

MR. ROSS:

I have one other

witness and it will be short.

I

I

WILLIAM C. HOWARD
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified
on his oath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:

I

Q

Will you state your name, please.

A

William C. Howard.

Q

And where do you live, Mr. Howard?

A

2150

Q

By whom are you employed at the present time?

A

Union Boiler Company.

Q

I hand you herewith a map which has been marked for

21st Street, Nitro.

identification -- first, let me ask you, how long have
you lived in Nitro?
A

Twenty-four years.

Q

Twenty-four years.

Are you pretty familiar with the

area?

I

A

Yes, sir.

Q

I hand you herewith a map which is marked for identification as Protestants' Exhibit No. 2 on which the
industrial area of Nitro is outlined in red.
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I

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Did you go out with Mr. Moody to make this head check
to see how many inhabitants there were in the industrial
areas outlined on that map?

A

Yes, sir, I did.

Q

In the red?

A

In the red, yes.

Q

In the red area how many inhabitants total did you find
in that area?

A

Sixteen.

Q

Sixteen, and did you prepare that afterwards, the names?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

I don't want to introduce it in evidence. Who on Viscose

I had it notarized.

I

Road lived in the apartment at Southern Supply on the
side of the building there?
A

Mr. and Mrs. James Kilgore.

Q

Those that lived up next to Union Boiler, who were they?

A

Charles, Naoma and Kent Hartley, 4316 First Avenue.
Robie and Mary Ellen Stricklan, 4318 First Avenue.
Mr. and Mrs. Phillips, 4320 First Avenue.

Then in the

apartment building, Apartment A, which at the time we
did the survey it was vacant.
Q

So far as you know, is it still vacant?

I
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I

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Who were the others?

A

Randel and Hunt Tidd in Apartment B.
Facerayer, Apartment C.

Douglas and Tina

Marvin and Teresa Richardson,

Apartment; and Bill Hollis, Apartment E.
Q

That is a total of how many in evidence?

A

Sixteen.

Q

And that is all the people that live, so far as you can
ascertain, or are the inhabitants of the industrial area
which is outlined in red on this map?

I

A

To the best of my knowledge, yes, sir.

MR. ROSS:

That's all.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:
Q

Mr. Howard, did you attempt to do any verifying as to
the people in the area marked in green?

A

I

No, sir, I did not.

MR. VAUGHAN:
have.

That is all I
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I

(Witness excused.)

MR. ROSS:

I think that is all

the Protestants have.
MR. VAUGHAN:
MR. ROSS:

So far as you go.

So far as we go.

MR. VAUGHAN:

Is there anyone

else here at this point in time who would want
to testify as industrial opponents?
MR. ROSS:

Maybe one thing,

I want to recall Mr. Moody just to ask him
one question or two.

I

J. C. MOODY
Witness herein, being recalled and having been
previously duly sworn, testified further as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

Mr. Moody, all of these industrial plants in this area
such as FMC, Monsanto, Avtex, Allied Chemical and many
of the smaller ones belong to the Civic Association,

I

93

I

do they not?
A

They do.

Q

And you are secretary of the Civic Benefit Association?

A

I am.

Q

And treasurer.

And did they authorize you to appear

here to protest in their behalf tonight?
A

They did.

Q

And these plants are all located in the industrial area?

A

That is right.

I

MR. ROSS:

Okay.

MR. VAUGHAN:
MR. ROSS:

Anything else?

I think that is

all.
(Witness

excused.)

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Don't we

get to say something along with this?
MR. VAUGHAN:

Yes, sir, you

will, just a little later.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

I

I think it

goes along with it in your minutes.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Are you
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I

objecting to the annexation?
AUDIENCE MEMBER:
I am.

Yes, sir,

It says "and other opponents".
MR. VAUGHAN:

Yes, sir.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Do you want

me to give my name?
MR. VAUGHAN:

If you would.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

i

Don Meeks.

I live at 228 Cross Lanes Drive, Nitro.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Before you go on^

I

do you want all these people under oath?
MR. ROSS:

No.

I put my
!

people under oath.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Treat them as

|
I
I

sworn.
MR. ROSS:
MR. MEEKS:

Yes.
First of all, I

think the City Council has done an injustice to the
people in the annexation area by having an open meeting
and only twenty-five or thirty people can get in this
room.
Secondly, where this annexation
goes down the middle of Route 62, it takes two hundred

I
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I
feet, am I correct, from the center of the road?
MR. VAUGHAN:
here.

The map is

I am not sure.
MR. MEEKS:

over the maps?

Have you looked

I feel you people probably looked over

them since you are involved in it.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Yes, sir, I have

looked at.
MR. MEEKS:

Could you tell me?

MR. VAUGHAN:

I

I don't know

to be honest with you.
MR. MEEKS:

Don't you think

you ought to?
MR. VAUGHAN:

If you want to

make a statement, go ahead and make a statement.
MR. MEEKS:
thing about this.

See, that is the

We have never been able to get any

answers.
MR. VAUGHAN:

That is what

the Council is trying to do this evening, get some
answers.

I

MR. MEEKS:

Well, it does.

This two hundred feet takes in part of my property.

The
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I
last fifty feet is my house.

Okay, I have been told that

for the Fire Department to go outside of the city limits
there is a flat fee of five hundred dollars.
be three hundred dollars.

It might

Okay, regardless of that, if

that two hundred feet goes down and along the road and
follows Route 62 and comes to 25, when it swings that
corner, would that be two hundred feet also?

What I am

saying is it is awful funny to take our two hundred feet
when you are going to leave Robert Hatfield be.

He owns

the Short Stop and Chicken Barn, which I know he is or

I

was an ex-legislator.
The next thing, doesn't the
law state that it is five hundred permanent residents
per square mile?

If it is five hundred permanent

residents per square mile, how do you justify rental
property

when rental property is taxed differently from

permanent residence?
MR. VAUGHAN:

The answer to

your question is it is five hundred inhabitants per squaro
mile.
MR. MEEKS:

Is it five

hundred on the paper there or is that from a book -MR. VAUGHAN:

It says

I
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inhabitants.
MR. MEEKS:

Is that out of

the book or Code?
MR. VAUGHAN:

It is out of

the State Code.
MR. MEEKS:

Okay, what else

I have got to say is you say this is going to save me
money by being annexed.

First of all, the people you

had to speak, the first one present in the Court and this
guy Ashton or Avis or whatever, the only thing I have

I

heard so far out of the Town of Nitro is what is going
to happen.

You haven't said a thing about the people.

All we are is pawns on a chess board.

You haven't showed!

us what you said you were going to give us.
bunch of hog.

That is a

If you give it to me, my car insurance will

raise $51; my property taxes is going to go up, plus if
I want to build a fence -- I have seven acres and part
of my horses are going to be running in the City and part
of them are going to be on me.
If I want to build a fence
I have to go get a permit.

I

Then I go up and build it,

but am I going to be able to do what I want to.
going to govern me by that two hundred feet.

You are
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I

But so far all the people,
the proponents, the people that is for this annexation,
all they have said so far is about these people across
the tracks over here, you know.

You haven't -- just

like Nitro Park Addition, why didn't the City of Nitro
take them in when they took in Brookhaven?
answer me that?

Can you

Was any of the Councilmen here on

Council when they did that?

j
i
I

How come you didn't take the;

Nitro Park Addition?
I can tell you why, because

I

you couldn't afford them and you wouldn't take us in if
you wasn't trying to get the corporations.

That is the

only thing you are trying to get is the corporations.
You made a mistake way back in 1904 or whatever, ever
who was running this city.

Now you are trying to force

us.
Another thing, there is
presently a bill in the Legislature which could possibly
pass for a city tax and you could be taxed just like the
federal government taxes you on your income tax.
is just another fee we have to pay.

That

My garbage bill will

raise if we belong to the City and everything else.
And something else too, the

i

I

I

thing about this, a lot of these people that are
complaining don't have any sewers, but the people that
is making the biggest complaint is the people a long
time ago that bought five, six and ten lots and then they
sold them off.

But they didn't look to the future when

they sold a forty by one hundred foot lot, side by side
by side.

I can imagine septic tanks running over them.

That is the biggest problem.

They are complaining

because they have a forty by one hundred lot and the
septic tanks are running all over them.
Now the people who are to

I

blame are the ones who wanted to make a profit selling
off these lots and they sold them off to pay for their
lots and build their house.

They didn't think what the

consequences would be later on.

That is all I have got.

ANOTHER AUDIENCE MEMBER.

I

would like to ask a question.
MAYOR GIBSON:

Please state

your name.
ANOTHER AUDIENCE MEMBER:
Denzil Allison, Ortin Heights.

You have a petition in

here which is supposed to be five percent of the Nitro

I

voters.

We turned in a petition of ninety percent of

1UU

the residents out here against it.
nothing from it.
not us.

I

We didn't hear

All we can hear is the plants.

It is

You want to make us suffer to get the plants.

Well, go get the plants but leave us alone out here.
We don't want it.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

My name is

Richard Drennen, 89 Market Drive in Ortin Heights.

I

would like to say I agree with Mr. Meeks concerning this !
meeting.

i
t

We were told a couple of weeks

I

ago when the people from the City Council and the Citizens
for Annexation were trying to talk us into voting on
annexation that City Council and City Government in
general is a pretty good listener.
Well, I know for a fact a
couple of people on City Council was contacted about
holding this meeting in a space that would hold the
people that not only were interested in having their
voices heard, but in hearing the proceedings involved.
Apparently, our request has fallen on deaf ears of
government one more time and, just like Mr. Meeks said,
we feel we are pawns of the City of Nitro and they are
using us to obtain the corporations in order to gain

I
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tax revenue for the City and we are opposed to this and
we do not want it.
MAYOR GIBSON:

Anyone else?

AUDIENCE MEMBER:
I am Mediva Goode.

Mr. Chairmar

I live on Hulbert Heights.

In the

meeting we had in January Mr. Lonnie Norvell made the
statement that if they could not get the plants they
could not afford the residential areas and they didn't
want the residential areas without the plants.

I

MAYOR GIBSON:

Anyone else?

AUDIENCE MEMBER:
Raymond Bias.

My name is

I live in Hulbert Heights in Nitro.

I

I
would like to find out where this ninety percent of the

j
population in the area to be annexed were against this, j
!I
I would like to know where this ninety percent come fromj
ANOTHER AUDIENCE MEMBER:
Right there on the petition -- that covers ninety percent
of the entire area.

I was out in Ortin Heights and Rock

Branch, two places I worked and there was eight people
for annexation out of the two places.

I

MAYOR GIBSON:

We can't

conduct a meeting this way, Ladies and Gentlemen.

We

have a court reporter here and petitions have been turnec
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in.

I

Anyone else?
MR. ROSS:

Here are the

people that Jack speaks for as members of that association.

I want to put that in.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Yes.

MAYOR GIBSON:

Anyone out in

the hall who want to be heard on the opponents' side?
MR. MEEKS:

Finished.

MR. VAUGHAN:

I think you said

you had something else you wanted to offer before we go
back into rebuttal?
MR. ROSS:

Yes.

Mr. Moody,

I
|

do you speak for all the corporations on that list there ]
who belong to the Civic Association?

They all do, do

they not?
(Document examined by Mr. Moody)

MR. MOODY:

With the exception,

of the last one on the list whom I do not know.
MR. ROSS:
strike that.

All right, we will

You speak in their behalf then, your

testimony here tonight was in their behalf?
MR. MOODY:

Yes.

I
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MR. ROSS:

I would like to

offer this list into evidence and ask that it be marked
for identification as Protestants' Exhibit 5 and filed
in this proceeding.
MR. VAUGHAN:

Does that list

purport to show all the membership of the Civic Benefit
Association?
MR. ROSS:

No, not all of

them, just those that we could reach is the only thing.
We got their permission in connection with the injunctior

I

suit and we missed a lot of them because they couldn't
get permission from Executive Committees to join until
later and so forth.

So I think we speak pretty

wholeheartedly for all the plants over there, but at
least we speak for those that are named on that list.
MR. VAUGHAN:

As to those

that don't appear on there, we aren't sure what their
position would be?
MR. ROSS:

No, I think most

of them told us that they were opposed but they couldn't
find out, couldn't get their Executive Committees or

I

their Boards in time.
way.

Some of the larger ones were that

104

(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked oy

I

the Reporter as Protestants' Exhibit No. 5.)

MR. VAUGHAN:

I think we have

some court reporters that are a little tired.
take a five-minute break.

We will

Would that be sufficient for

both of you?
(Whereupon, a recess was held in the proceedings)
(After recess)

MAYOR GIBSON:

We will call

the meeting back to order.
MR. VAUGHAN:

I

Before we

proceed in the rebuttal, I would like to see if it
is possible to enter into a stipulation with the
other counsel that there be made a part of the record
the Department of Housing and Urban Development
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area Map, which I
am advised is somewhere in the building, which at
this moment I cannot present for your alls' perusal.
And to that extent, we will be willing to leave
the record open as to any objections you may have to
that exhibit; but I think that may well become a part

I
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•
of any decision Council would make.
MR. ROSS:

Subject to our

right to inspect the map at a later time and state any
objections on the record after having seen them, insert
them in the record,you may proceed.

CONNIE STEPHENS
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified
on her oath as follows:

I

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:

I

.

Q

Would you state your name, please.

A

Connie Stephens.

Q

By whom are you employed?

A

Nitro Sanitary Board.

Q

In what position or category are you employed?

A

General Manager.

Q

How long have you served in that capacity?

A

About a year and a half.

Q

Have you caused to have a review made of the records of
the Sanitary Board relative to industries in the proposed
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annexed area concerning whether they receive currently

I

sanitary sewage treatment by the City?

A

Yes.

Q

What were the results of your review that you made?

A

About thirty-six of them were on the system.

Q

Thirty-six out of how many your records reflect?

A

I came up with about fifty-two.

Q

That you would treat as industry?

A

Yes, any type of business.

Q

As contrasted with a residence?

A

Right.

Q

Does the Sanitary Board of the City of Nitro currently

I

render some service in what the opponents have marked
as a green area or residences?

Where is that map, Vic,

if I may ask?

MR. ROSS:

The exhibits are

over there with the reporter.
(Document produced)

MR. VAUGHAN CONT:
Q

I

If you would look at that map, does the Sanitary Board
currently render any service to the area marked in green?
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I

A .

Yes.

Q

To what extent would you say service is currently
rendered in that area?

A

I believe we can say totally what is known as the Ortin
Heights area and whatever would come under the Rock Branch
Public Service District.

Q

Were this proposed area to be annexed -- by the area,
I mean the area denoted in red or green — would those
areas then be in a position to receive sanitary sewage
waste treatment by the City of Nitro?

I

A

Yes.

Q

Have you received or has the Sanitary Board received
any request during your tenure in office as Manager for
sewer service to be rendered to these areas?

A

Well now, a few years ago, now this was when I was
secretary and treasurer, which that is still one of my
categories, we were petitioned by Nitro Park Addition
for sewer service; and then of course Rock Branch area
came to us asking for sewer service.

Q

Rock Branch area presently receives service by way of
treatment?

I

A

Yes.

Q

As businesses move to that area which have been denoted
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in red, do they customarily request of you, have they
customarily requested of you the rendition of sanitary
sewer service?

A

Yes, they have.

Q

Do you provide that service then upon request?

A

Yes,. once our conditions are met we do.

MR. VAUGHAN:

That is all the

questions I have.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

It is Ms. Stern?

A

Stephens, S-t-e-p-h-e-n-s.

Q

Ms. Stephens, do you receive for treatment any chemicals
or anything like that from these plants or is this just
sanitary sewage?

A

With the exception of Pepsi-Cola.

Q

With the exception of Pepsi-Cola?

A

Right.

Q

What do they put into the sanitary sewer?

A

They put everything from caustics -- it depends.

They are, as far as I know, the only industrial.
j
Their
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I

wash water -Q

Wash water?

A

When I say wash water, I mean when they wash their vats
down, things like that.

Q

And their bottles?

A

Right.

j|

Q

And they all pay a fee for this service that is rendered?^

•

A

Yes.

Q

And that sewer runs along the railroad out there and down

i;

:.

I

ji
f

i

to the

A

Yes.

Q

And

treatment plant?

<

i
!

:

--

;i

i'i

|;

i;

A

Well, their line runs across McJunkin.

It is a gravity

line and comes down --

I

Q

They installed all the connecting lines, all the plants?

A

They came in under what they called HUB Industrial Park.

Q

They have a line in?

A

It hooks on to our main sewer.

Q

They have a line that runs down and hooks on?

A

Right.

Q

Who fixes the fee for this, City of Nitro?

A

Public Service Commission.

Q

Public Service Commission.

Let me ask you this:

Did
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not the industries who belong to the Civic Benefit

I

Association, being those industries which are located
in the industrial area, did not they contribute something
like $388,000 to the new sewer system when it was
installed?
A

Some of the business in that area did, not all of them.

Q

Not all of them.

But they did contribute somewhere

around $388,000 to that system?

A

Yes.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Excuse me,

I

I would like to ask her a couple of questions if I could,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:
Q

Connie, I hand you a document and ask you is this a list,
insofar as you know, of the present industrial customers
or potential industrial customers that would be within
that area demarked in red on the map we have been talking
about?
(Document examined by witness)

I

Ill

I

A.

Yes.

Q

And I will note that on several of those there is a red
"S" marked beside the name.

A

Yes.

Q

What was the purpose of marking that red "S"?

A

That indicates those that receive sewer service.

MR. VAUGHAN:

We would ask

at this time that this be marked for
identification purposes as Petitioners'

I

Exhibit 3 and be received into evidence.
(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked by
the Reporter as Petitioners' Exhibit No. 3.)

MR. VAUGHAN:
-..-.: -

Do you want to

mark the HUD map as 4 for identification?
MR. ROSS:

You go ahead and

mark it, Dennis.
(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked by
the Reporter as Petitioners' Exhibit No. 4.)

I

MR. VAUGHAN CONT:
Q

And that marking was done on that document by you, is
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I
that correct?

Yes.

MR. VAUGHAN:

I have no further

questions.
MR. ROSS:

No further

questions.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:
to ask her a question if I may.
MR. VAUGHAN:

I would like
i
j

There is one

j

I

more, are the people outside the City charged\
at the same rate as the people living within '
the City under the present tariff?

>

THE WITNESS:

Yes.

j

MR. VAUGHAN:

That would be

;
|
!

true for businesses as well?

I

THE WITNESS:

Yes.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

I would

like to ask her a question.
MR. VAUGHAN:

That is at the

Council's pleasure whether they want to take
questions out of the audience.
MAYOR GIBSON:

We are trying

I
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to stick to the Agenda.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:
question.

That is the

You say you are sticking to the

Agenda and that is right.

Evidently the

Council needs all the explanation to the
annexation that is possible when they don't
know about the map, so I believe that this
question might benefit their knowledge on
annexation.
MAYOR GIBSON:

I

Which map are

you speaking of?
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

The boundary

map that I asked the questions on.
MAYOR GIBSON:

What is your

question?
AUDIENCE MEMBER:
the question.

I don't

This gentleman back here does.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

I would like

to ask her the question, just two questions
is all I have to ask her.
MAYOR GIBSON:

I

The only thing,

if we deviate from the Agenda and allow you tc
question this lady, you know, then the other

1U

I

folks -AUDIENCE MEMBER:

What is

wrong with that?
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

This is

supposed to be open for everybody.

It is a

public meeting.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

We should

be able to ask questions just as well as
these two lawyers.

i
Just because I don't have'

a degree and everything else is no sign I

I

have to keep my mouth shut.
MAYOR GIBSON:

We are going

to attempt to stick to the Agenda.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:
right.

That is

They are going to stick to the Agenda

and railroad it all over us.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Put that in

the record.
MR. VAUGHAN:

You have had

these two address Council -COUNCIL MEMBER:
right.

That is

I

Give us an opportunity to ask question

of the witnesses just the same as you are
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doing.

You are asking questions and everything

else and the plants get to ask their questions.
This is supposed to be a public meeting on
annexation, and you won't let us ask no
questions„
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

That is

because we are being railroaded in.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

We don't

have no say-so, huh?
MR. VAUGHAN:

I

As to the extent

that the Code specifies there be a public
hearing, the hearing is being held so that
Council may gather certain facts.

You will

ultimately have the absolute right to be heard
when a vote is taken, if it ever gets that
far.

Council has to make the first finding, there

must be certain determinations, as Mr. Francis
so artfully stated -AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Do you have

something you are trying to hide?
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

I

Maybe I

am trying to enlighten Council on a few things
maybe they are not asking or overlooking.
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Did you ever think of that?
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

Is this a

court or a hearing?
MR. VAUGHAN:

Public hearing.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

If it is a

public hearing -MR. MEEKS:

If it is going to

be a fight between lawyers for the city and
the corporations, the annexation, I believe
you are just trying to get the corporations
and not the people in the outlying areas.
Can we have that in the record?
MAYOR GIBSON:

I

It is in the

record.
MR. MEEKS: It will be brought
up again.
AUDIENCE MEMBER:

See, here

is another job they are going to do on us.
MR. VAUGHAN:

I will call

Chief Hedrick.
(Witness excused.)

I
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ERNEST HEDRICK
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified
on his oath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:

I

Q

Would you state your name, please.

A

Ernest Hedrick.

Q

Are you employed?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

By whom?

A

City of Nitro.

Q

In what position?

A

Chief of the Fire Department.

Q

I understood you to say as you came up to the chair you
are presently sitting in that you had a prepared
statement?

I

A

Yes.

Q

Do you want to read that statement?

A

First of all I would like to respond to something.

You

said the Fire Department charged from $100 to $500 to
make a call.

I have been on the Fire Department twenty

I
years and the fire service has been free service.

There

has never been a charge to anybody other than taxpayers
of the municipality.

Secondly, I will read this statement

I have made --

AUDIENCE MEMBER:
something.

Let me say

You just charged Avtex $500 -MAYOR GIBSON:

You are out

of order.

!
I

AUDIENCE MEMBER:

I might be.!
I

THE. WITNESS:

This is between'
i
me and God and I know what I am saying. I j
I
have the records of the Fire Department. I
!
am not here to argue the point.

I

I know what

the procedure is and I know where we stand,
so this is facts.

MR. VAUGHAN CONT:
Q

All right.

A

When I first became a fireman, all the station talk was
about the big fires at Monsanto, Carbide, Ohio Apex.
Now we talk about the fires we have had at Monsanto,
Fike, FMC, Union Boiler, Avtex.

Fighting industrial

I
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fires is nothing new for the Nitro Fire Department.
Last year, 1979, we answered ninety-four fire calls
plus eighteen car fires.

We don't count car fires

because you can be anywhere when your car gets on fire.
In the City we had thirty dwellings, six businesses
three house trailers, three pole transformers, three
brush fires, one boat fire, one bus stop, four false
alarms.

That was a total of fifty-one fires.

That

amounts to 54.26 percent of all our fire calls.
Outside the city limits in the area that is'in

I

question of the annexation, we answered forty-three
fire calls.

That was 45.75 percent of all our fire

runs was made in the area that is in question.

Of

those forty-three fires, twenty-six of these runs were
made to industries.

There was two to Monsanto, two to

Union Boiler, three to Avtex, three to Fike, one to
NAPA, three to ConRail, one to Heck's, one to Midwest
Steel, one to Allis-Chalmers, Bud Young, Pepsi-Cola,,
along with numerous others.
The industrial fires alone amounted to 27.65
percent.

I

Of our total fire costs, 31.91 percent was

dwellings, 27.65 was industrial fires.

The industrial

area has a good emergency control plan with K.V.I.E.P.C.
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program, but when you review this plan, the City Fire

I

and Police Departments are the backbone of this program.
A statement in the newspapers stated the Civic
Benefit Association was always there to aid the City
when it was needed.

This is not altogether true.

They

know we are using a 1950 model fire truck that should
have been replaced ten years ago.

We have not been

offered any help.

jt
They also know the hourly xvage of firemen at Nitroj

is $3.08 per hour.

This is a starvation wage.

Yet, no !

help.
Not all industry has a manned fire department.

I

Those who don't have, can you depend on the ones that do!
to fight your fires or will you receive a statement
saying that we would be glad to help.
Industries, you say you are not part of Nitro.
Yet, for years you have used our Police Department to
get in and out of your area.

You use our city to get

a Rate VI on your insurance.

But you are not part of

us.

You just use us.
I don't mean to sound ungrateful.

because we are.
together.

We are not here

We are here because we need to work

We are .here because we have a good fire

I
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department and a good police department.
I cannot make a living working at the Nitro Fire
Department, so I build houses on my days off.
$100 I make I am taxed $2.00.

For every

When I think the City

is only asking twelve cents or less on the $100 I wonder
what all the fuss is about.
The question is, can you industries stand alone
or are you going to continue to use us, or are we going !
to join forces to become the greatest city and industrial
complex in the world.

I

Chief, let me ask you this:

Is there presently --

before I ask the question, where is the map again, the
one with the green and red -- (Document furnished to
witness)

I believe you now have before you the map

which is marked in both green and red which is a part
of the record in this proceeding?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Does the Fire Department presently render services to
the area denoted in green?
Yes.

We answer all fire calls inside Route 62 and

Route 25.

I

If you live in an area with a 755 prefix,

dial number 7911 and we will be dispatched from Putnam
County to answer calls in that area.
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Within that area denoted in red there, do you render

I

initial service to that area?
Not with the contract we have with Putnam County and
with the Cross Lanes Fire Department, no, sir.

MR. VAUGHAN:

Thank you, sir.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

Chief, may I ask you a question?

I

!
I

A

Yes.

Q

You say that the industry hasn't offered to do anything j
about the 1950 fire truck.

I

Have you asked, requested,

the Civic Benefit Association for any help?
A

We have attempted to, yes.

Q

What did you ask them for?

A

We sent the, the Fire Department sent them a letter
stating the fact that we was on a low wage, we did not
have sufficient equipment,and there was no response.

Q

And did you ask them for any specific sum of money, for
anything to buy a fire truck or anything of that nature?

A

We asked them if there was any way they could assist the

I
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City in helping with the financial burden of additional
paychecks and additional equipment, that we needed
equipment.
Q

Have you got a copy of that letter?

A

I was not the one that sent the letter.

I do not have a

copy of it.

I

Q

Who sent the letter?

A

A previous chief.

Q

Do you know when it was sent?

A

No, sir, not to be truthful about it I don't know.

Q

Actually, the Fire Department was established with the
help of the Civic Benefit Association, wasn't it,
originally?

A

That was probably true.

Q

The first fire truck was bought and that sort of thing
with contributions that came from them?

A

No, sir.

The first truck was bought by the Nitro Fire-

men's Association by raffling off a boat and a small
automobile.
Q

But over the years the Benefit Association has contributed
to the Fire Department?

I

A

They have contributed to the City.
to the Fire Department.

It was supposed to go

This is speculation on my part.
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I
Q.

Did you get the money that was contributed, or did the
City use it for another purpose?

A

That would be speculation on my part.

MR. ROSS:

I don't know.

That is all.

(Witness excused.)

LEO JAMES BRADLEY
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified
on his oath as follows:

•
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:
Q

Would you state your name, please.

A

Leo James Bradley.

Q

Mr. Bradley, are you presently employed?

A

Yes, sir, I am.

Q

By whom?

A

City of Nitro.

Q

In what capacity?

A

Chief of Police.

Q

And how long have you served in that capacity?

I
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A -

Twenty-five months.

Q

Prior to that time were you employed by the City of Nitro?

A

No, sir, I was not.

Q

By whom were you previously employed, if you could give
us a general recitation?
u,

A

The City of Indian Harbor Beach, Florida, for eight years.

Q

In what capacity?

A

Sergeant, Police Department.

Prior to that I was employed
i
at Indian Atlanta as a patrolman for one year. Prior to j
that I was employed at Union Carbide at Institute for

I

two years.

Prior to that I was employed by the City

of Hurricane for one year.

Prior to that I was employed

by McLean Trucking Company for two years as a road driver!.
Q

I think that is enough.

Insofar as your role as Chief

of Police of the City of Nitro, to your knowledge does
the City of Nitro render police service to those two
areas which on that map are marked both in red and in
green?

I

A

Yes, sir, we do.

Q

To both areas?

A

To the one marked in green, yes, sir.

Q

Do you render any services to that area denoted in red?

A

Yes, sir.

I
Q

And how is that service rendered?

A

Mostly it is traffic control.

Q

And is this done at the request of the businesses and
plants within that area?

A

Yes, sir, it is.

They get very hyper if my man is not

out there at quitting time.
Q

What do you mean by "get very hyper if your man is not
out there"?

A

My wife worked a part-time job at Heck's before Christmas
j

and when those plants let out, if that crossing guard is j
not out there, if he is not working that traffic, they

I

get aggravated, upset, distorted because they are in a
hurry to get home and they get mad because my man is not
out there to get them on the road, get them on their way
home out of the city.
as fast as possible.

They want to get out of the city
And also, we serve as backup on a

lot of calls down there.
Q

Do you also as a result of your duties answer burglary
alarms within that area?

A

We will go to the city limits.

We will assist the

Kanswha County Sheriff's Department, Putnam County
Sheriff's Department or Department of Public Safety if
they request our backup.

We will go on into the area

I
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and proceed under the cloak of their jurisdiction.
Q

You have though at different times gone into this area?

A

Yes, sir, we have.

Q

And I again refer you to the area denoted in green, do
you also render police service in that area?

A

Under the cloak of the jurisdiction requested, yes, sir.

Q

And if both areas as shown on that map, and the single
area which is shown on the map filed by the petitioner,
if that area were to become annexed and made a part of
the City of Nitro, the full services of the City of Nitro

I

would then be available to those individuals living in
that area?
A

Yes, sir, it would.

Q

And to any businesses which would be located in that area!?

A

Yes, sir, they would have full police protection.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

By services to this area, you have a patrolman who stands
out on Route 25 and directs traffic as it comes out of

I

this plant area property?

A

Yes, sir.
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I
Q

That is also for the benefit of the citizens of Nitro
who happen to be passing by this way at State Route 62
or at State Route 25, isn't it?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Now you don't normally -- how many calls have you answered
inside this area outlined in red from the industrial
companies?

A

What do you mean?

Q

Within the past year.

A

What do you mean by calls?

Q

We want you.
done this.

Somebody has broken in, -th-is*. Somebody has
Two of our men are in a fight.

to come over and do something about it.

I

We want you

You don't do

something like that, do you?
A

No.

Q

The larger of these, Avtex, Monsanto, FMC have their own
security force, don't they?

|

A

Yes sir, but I had a request for assistance from Monsanto.

Q

When was it?

A

This was about three months ago.

One of their

representatives called and wanted me to send someone to
41st Street and First Avenue to work their morning traffi
to get them in and out of the plant.

They wanted a

I

129

I
full-time police officer down there.

I tried to provide

that service.
Q

You didn't have to provide that service?

A

No, I didn't have to.

I did it on my own.

MR. ROSS:

I think that is

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:

I

Q

Did any of theindustries in the proposed area have any
direct lines into your area in regards to burglaries or
like occurrences?

A

Yes, sir.

Heck's warehouse has a burglar alarm and a

fire alarm which we have answered on several occasions.
It goes directly into my office.

I have had requests

from United Dodge for burglar alarms.

I have had requests

from ADT warehouse on 19th Street for alarms and NAPA
warehouse.

MR. WITHROW:

I

Just to clear

up one thing, you said United Dodge.
mean United Distribution Warehouse?

Do you
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I
THE WITNESS:

Right, United

Distribution Warehouse.
MR. VAUGHAN:

That's all.

RECROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:
Q

If they request a service like this, do they pay for it?

A

No, sir, they do not,

Q

You don't make any charge?

A

No, sir, I do not.

I have received no financial

I

assistance from anybody outside the city limits that is

j

being incorporated or voted on to be incorporated.

j

MR. ROSS:

That is all I have.I

(Witness excused.)

MR. VAUGHAN:

We are going to

take a five-minute recess so the court
reporters can have a little rest.
(Whereupon, a recess was had in the proceedings)
(After recess)

I
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MAYOR GIBSON:

Call the

meeting back to order so we can proceed.

GENE WILLIAMS
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified
on his oath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:

I

Q

Would you state your name, please.

A

Gene Williams.

Q

Mr. Williams, are you employed?

A

Yes.

Q

By whom?

A

City of Nitro.

Q

In what capacity?

A

Director of Public Works.

Q

And what is the service that your department renders to
the public?

I

A

Trash, garbage, street repair, storm sewers.

Q

Mr. Williams, having handed you a map -- before I move
on to that map, how long have you been^employed by the
City of Nitro?
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A

The last seven and one-half years.

Q

Now looking at that map, do you or do members of your

I

department render street repair, trash or garbage service
to those two areas which are demarked on that map as
red and green areas?
A

We have.

Q

You have.

A

We do in one area, trash and garbage service now.

Q

What is that one area?

A

Southern Supply Trash Pickup.

Q

That would be the area marked in red, correct?

A

Right.

Q

Do you render any service to any other business located |

Do you render trash and garbage service?

I

in that area denoted in red?

A

No.

Q

Do you render any services to the area demarked in green,
specifically in the Nitro Heights section?

A

We do in Nitro Heights, trash and garbage in Nitro Heights.

Q

To the extent you render services at this time to those
areas, is your charge for services the same be they in
city or out of city residences?

A
|Q

The same as in city.

I

Additionally, will you pick up trash in these areas if
requested to do so?
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I

A -

Yes.

Q

Are there any industries in that area demarked in red

which currently utilize the city dump facility, waste
disposal?
A

You mean the western landfill?

Q

Yes, sir.

A

I really can't answer that question.

Q

Before the western landfill, were there any industries
to your knowledge that used the city's dump facilities,
refuse facilities?

I

A

Yes, sir,

Q

Do you recall any of those businesses?

A

Yes, FMC.

Q

Was it FMC in particular?

A

Yes, FMC.

Q

Does your department render snow removal for the residents
of the City of Nitro?

A

Yes.

Q

And do you currently render any snow removal to either
of the areas marked in red or green?

I

A

In the green, Nitro Heights.

Q

Have you been requested by any of the industries in the
area denoted in red to assist and help in the repair of
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any of the roads in that area?
Avtex and ditch work.

And a few years ago we did

garbage service to Avtex.
Should these areas as shown on the map be ultimately
annexed by the City of Nitro, would your department then
be in a position to render full street repair, garbage
and trash service and snow removal service to all those
residences and businesses?
Yes, sir.

MR. VAUGHAN:

That is all the

questions I have of this witness.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSS:

Q

Mr. Williams, is that the name --

A

Williams.

Q

What street were you asked to repair by Avtex?

A

Ditch line in the plant road.

Q

Well, the plant road is a state highway.
that?

Did you know
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I

A .

Yes, sir.

Q

So you are really performing a service to the State then?

A

We have done it by request from Avtex.

Q

Did you charge them for it?

A

No, s ir.

Q

In other words, you, at the request of one party, went
out and repaired a road that belonged to another party
that had employees that were capable of repairing it?

A

The work we rendered for Avtex was to take the water off
Avtex.

I

Q

Now you say there is only one plant, Southern Supply,
that you pick up trash for?

A

Yes.

Q

And you make a charge for that?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

And you don't do any snow removal over in that area?

A

No, sir.

Q

And the one plant, FMC, at one time, not at the present
time but at one time, used a landfill that you had?

I

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Was that with your permission?

A

I wasn't in charge at that time.

Q

You were not in charge?
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I
A

No, sir.

Q

Do you know whether a charge was made?

A

I think so.

Q

For using the landfill?

A

Yes, sir.

MR. ROSS:

I think that is all1

(Witness excused.)

JAY LONG
Witness herein, being first duly sworn, testified

I

on his oath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. VAUGHAN:
Q

Would you state your name, please.

A

Yes, sir.

Q

Mr. Long, are you employed?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

By whom?

A

City of Nitro.

Q

In what capacity?

My name is Jay Long.

I
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A

I am the recreation

director.

Q

How long have you served in that capacity?

A

I have been here a little over a year.

I was hired in

November of '78.
Q

In regards to your role as recreation director, do you
oversee the parks and various softball leagues?

A

That is correct, sir.

Q

What is the other nature of your services, if I might
ask?

'
i

A

I

Well, as recreation director I am in charge of the midget
ii
league basketball, football, I am in control of Ridenour
Lake, anything pertaining to recreation in any type and
form.

Q

I am the sole director.

To the extent these services are rendered, are they
limited solely to the residents of Nitro?

A

No, sir, they are not.

Q

Sir, you now have before you a map which has been
introduced at this proceeding which because of its size
is probably the best one to work from.

You will note

two areas, one marked in red and the other in green,
which I may or may not in my questioning refer to as the

I

proposed annexed territory.

Insofar as you are concerned

in the running of the recreational services of this city,
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would anyone living within those denoted areas be
afforded the opportunity to utilize the city's recreational
services?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

In any way would you limit their opportunity to use
recreational services?

A

No, sir.

Q

Do you now?

A

No, sir.

Q

And if they were to become a part of the City of Nitro,

I

would there be any limitations?
A

No, sir, there would be no limitation at all.

Q

Do you have any idea as to the participation presently
by any of the people that would live in either of those
areas?

A

I can't name any one certain family or so forth that
uses our facilities, but I do know that Ridenour Lake
has been used by citizens everywhere.

Our Softball

league, we do have gentlemen in this area that do play
on our softball league, and the same with our midget
league basketball.
Q

And again I will ask you, the participation and
utilization of these services is not limited?

I
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No, sir, not at all.

MR. VAUGHAN:

That is all the

questions I have of this witness.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR.

Q

I

ROSS:

i
i
i

Mr. Long, there has been testimony in this record this

j

evening that the area outlined in red is an industrial
area.
A

Uh-huh.

Q

And it only has sixteen inhabitants.
named here tonight.

Those have been

Do you know whether any of them

use your recreational facilities?
A

As far as anyone in particular, the only thing I can tell
you, we do have a team representing Monsanto that is in
our Softball league.

Whether that constitutes anything

or not I don't know, but they are in my softball league.

I

Q

But they have the name as representing the plant?

A

That is right.

Q

Now you have referred to the use of Ridenour Park?

A

Yes, sir.

140

Q -

And who largely contributed the money for Ridenour Park?

A

Sir, I don't know.

Q

Didn't it come from the plants?

A

I don't know.

Q

Or a good portion of it?

A

I cannot say.

Q

You recognize this area outlined in green as having

I

numerous inhabitants, Nitro Heights, Nitro Park Addition,!
Hulbert Heights, Ortin Heights?

A

Yes, sir.

Q

But you can't name anybody you know of that uses your
facilities that lives in that industrial area?

A

Not offhand, no, sir.

MR. ROSS:

Okay, that is all

the questions I have.
(Witness excused.)

MR. VAUGHAN:

Before concludin

let me note that before we got to the public
hearing aspects of this Council meeting here
this evening the Council caused to have
circulated a list which the individuals in

I
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attendance were asked to sign their names,
which list asked the question, "Do you want
to be heard" and indicates the answer yes or
no.

At this time I would like to make this

list a part of the record.
MR. ROSS:

I would like to

see it.
(Document examined by Mr. Ross)
MR. ROSS:

No objection.

MR. VAUGHAN:

I

We would ask

that it be marked for identification purposes
as Petitioners' Exhibit No. 5.
(Whereupon, the document referred to was marked by
the Reporter as Petitioners' Exhibit No. 5.)

MR. VAUGHAN:

Before I

conclude, is there anyone else who is an
opponent of the proposed annexation which
has not been given a chance to be heard who
indicated their desire to be heard on that
list?

I

(No response)
MR. VAUGHAN:

If not, let me

simply say because of the late hour, my

I

watch says twenty till twelve -- let me simply
say it would be the position of the petitioner
that, number one, as earlier outlined to you,
the purpose of this hearing here this evening
is really much more narrow than a lot of
the evidence that was taken here this eveningJ
The statute itself sets forth certain items
that each of you as Councilman must decide.
As Mr. Francis noted, your
decision is an individual decision, point by

I

point, one not necessarily leading you to a
conclusion and another point.

Some of the

points are seemingly intertwined.

It would

be the petitioners' position that to the
extent the statute requires these findings,
that there is more than ample evidence to
support an affirmative conclusion and
accordingly such a conclusion would then
result in your establishing the date of an
election.
I would certainly hope and
request that no decision be made on this

I
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until such time as we have received a copy
of the transcript so that you might then
consider all the evidence submitted here
tonight, that which you have heard and review
the transcript so that you may make a fair
and just decision which the statute presupposes you will do.
we submit the case.

And in that regard,

Thank you.

MAYOR GIBSON:

Number Nine,

on the Agenda, Request of Mr. Dean Miller, Councilman.

I

COUNCILMAN MILLER:
this involves recent allegations concerning

Since

abstracts I

move we recess to Executive Session.
MAYOR GIBSON:

Do we have

a second?
CITY RECORDER:
DON KARNES

I second the

MAYOR GIBSON:

Any questions?

motion.

*•

(No response.)
MAYOR GIBSON:

If not, all

t

in favor please signify by raising your right hand.

I

(Vote taken)
MAYOR GIBSON:

All against?

I
(Vote taken)
MAYOR GIBSON:

Two opposing

votes.
MR. VAUGHAN:

There will be

no further consideration of the annexation matter at
that Executive Session.

I want a motion that there will

be no further consideration of the annexation in the
Executive Session and to the extent of the annexation
issue, this meeting is recessed.
COUNCIL MEMBER: I so move.
DR. CASSELL
COUNCIL MEMBER: I second.
JACK LEGG
MAYOR GIBSON: All in favor

I

please signify by raising their right hand.
(Vote taken)
MAYOR GIBSON:

All opposed?

(Vote taken)
MAYOR GIBSON:

Motion carried.

(Whereupon, the public hearing in this matter was
recessed at 11:35 p.m., on February 5, 1980.)
IT IS HEREBY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD THAT THE VARIOUS EXHIBITS
AND MAPS THAT WERE INTRODUCED ARE ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A
PART HEREOF
MAYOR

I
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF KANAWHA, to-wit:
I, Patty Lou Frame, Shorthand Reporter and
Notary Public, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a
true and correct transcript of the proceedings had and testimony taken at a public meeting of the Nitro City Council,
The Honorable William Gibson, Mayor, Presiding, on the 5th
day of February, 1980, as reported by me in shorthand.
Given under my hand this /££<£

I

day of

February, 1980.
My commission expires March 19, 1985.

tATTYLOU FRAME
SHORTHAND REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLIC

I
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RECONVENING OF RECESSED NITRO CITY COUNCIL

I

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 5, 1980
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
FEBRUARY 19, 1980

The Nitro City Council Meeting of February 5, 1980
was reconvened February 19, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. in the council
chambers. In attendance were, Mayor William D. Gibson, Don
Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack
Legg, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, and Councilman Gus Bailey.
Absent were Councilman Romie Hughart and Councilman Dean
Miller. Also present was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.

I

The transcript of the recessed Council Meeting of
February 5, 1980 was reviewed by the Nitro City Council and
by Mr. Dennis Vaughan, Attorney for the proponents of annexation and Mr. W. Victor Ross, Attorney for the oponents of
annexation. Mr. Vaughan and Mr. Ross stipulated that there
were changes to be added on and attached to the transcript,
thus, becoming a part of the permanent record.
MR. VAUGHAN: Have you reviewed the transcript and
and all exhibits a part thereof?
COUNCIL:

Yes.

MR. VAUGHAN: Are there any questions concerning
the transcript and exhibits?
COUNCIL:

No.

MR. VAUGHAN: Does anyone feel there is any need
to take any further evidence?
COUNCIL:

No.

MR. KARNES: Gentlemen, at this time, I would like
to make a motion as follows:

I

On the uncontroverted evidence of the petitioners,
the City Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia finds
1) that the verified petition for annexation heretofore
presented to Council is signed by at least five percent of
the freeholders of the City of Nitro, West Virginia; 2) that
the petition is accompanied by accurate and verified survey
map showing the territory which would be annexed to the
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corporate limits by the proposed annexation; 3) that the
territory which would be annexed lies partly in Union
District, Kanawha County, West Virginia and partly in
Poca District, Putnam County, West Virginia; 4) that the
territory to be annexed is not now located within any
muncipality; 5) that the territory to be annexed contains
an area approximately 2.2 square miles; and 6) that the
territory to be annexed contains an average of not less
than 500 inhabitants per square mile.

I

Further, as to the issues controverted by the
objectors, the City Council, after mature consideration
of the transcript and the evidence of these proceedings
finds: that the territory to be annexed is urban in
character; and that the territory to be annexed does
not include an amount of territory disproportionate to
the number of inhabitants thereof.
Cassell.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Guy
It was then passed by a unanimous vote.

Councilman Dr. Cassell then made a motion for
establishment of an election to be held pursuant to Code
8-62. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey and
passed by a unanimous vote.
Mr. Vaughan then requested a five (5) minute
recess in order to produce an order which he will present
to council when the meeting is reconvened.

I

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion
for a five (5) minute recess. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Dr. Cassell. The motion was passed by a
unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson called the meeting back to order.
At this time, Mr. Vaughan read an order to the
Council as follows:

I
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER CONCERNING THE ANNEXATION TO
THE CITY OF NITRO OF CERTAIN TERRITORY LOCATED IN UNION
DISTRICT, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA AND IN POCA DISTRICT,
PUTNAM COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
On the 15th day of January 1980 a certain verified petition
was presented to the Common Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, wherein the petitioners set forth the area
proposed to be annexed by metes and bounds and asked that
an election be held on the proposed change.

The petition was

accompanied by an accurate and verified survey map showing
the territory which would be annexed to the corporate limits

I

of said City of Nitro by the proposed annexation.

Both the

petition and survey were accompanied by the verification of
Lonnie Norvell, a freeholder of said City of Nitro, and one
of the petitioners, a copy of which verification is attached
hereto and incorporated herewith by reference.
Upon the presentation of said petition and survey the
Council accepted such petition and survey for filing and
ordered that a public hearing be held on February 5, 1980 at
8:00 p.m. to determine the legal sufficiency of the petition
and whether or not the territory proposed to be annexed
complies with provisions of Chapter 8, Article 2, Section 1.
of the Official Code of West Virginia of 1931, as last
amended, and whether or not under the laws of
^the State of

I

West Virginia the territory proposed to be annexed is
subject to annexation by the City of Nitro.
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At the regularly scheduled meeting of the Common Council
of the City of Nitro held February 5, 1980, at 8:00 p.m. said

I

Council examined the petition, survey map and verifications
presented.

After such examination the Council proceeded to

hear evidence presented by both the petitioners for annexation
and the objectors to the annexation, all of such evidence was
taken in shorthand form by a certified court reporter, which
was later transcribed as an official transcript of the
proceedings.
After hearing all of the evidence and after reviewing
and considering the transcript of said hearing and the
evidence there presented, and after due and mature consideration
of all of the same which evidence is as follows:
1)

the verified petition

2)

the verified survey map

I

3) the testimony of various witnesses both for the
petitioners and -for the objectors to the proposed annexation
4)

the transcript of the said testimony

5)

the exhibits presented to Council
A.

Petitioner's exhibits
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

B.

the verified petition
the verified survey map
a partial list of persons in the area, to be annexed
who now receive sanitary sewer service
an Urban Area Map prepared by The West Virginia
Department of Highways with cooperation from
U. S. Department of Transportation
a list of individuals attending and indicating
whether or not they desire to be heard at
the hearing held on February 5, 1980 at
8:00 P.M.

Objector's exhibits
1) reduced map of area proposed to be annexed
2) map as above with green and red markings

I

151

I

3) metes and bounds description of Unincorporated Industrial area proposed
to be annexed into the City of Nitro,
West Virginia
4) Aerial Photo of the area to be annexed
5) List of those corporations and firms, for
whom J. C. Moody was spokesman at February 5,
1980 hearing.
6) The stipulations entered into between the petitioners
and objectiors which are a part of the "record.
~ -*

•

'

Accordingly, based on the foregoing evidence, the Common
Council of the City of Nitro, West Virginia would find as
follows:

I

1) that the verified petition for annexation heretofore
presented to Council is signed by at least five percent of
the freeholders of the City of Nitro, West Virginia;
2) that the petition is accompanied by accurate and
verified survey map showing the territory which would be
annexed to the corporate limits by the proposed annexation;
3) that the territory which would be annexed lies
partly in Union District, Kanawha County, West Virginia
and partly in Poca District, Putnam County, West Virginia;
4) that the territory to be annexed is not now located
within any muncipality;
5) that the territory to be annexed contains an area
approximately 2.2 square miles; and
6) that the territory to be annexed contains an
average of not less than 500 inhabitants per square mile
After consideration of all of the evidence presented
hereinafter noted, Council would further find as to issues"
raised by the objectors to the annexation:

I

7)

that the territory to be annexed is urban in character; and

8) that the territory to be annexed does not include an
amount of territory disproportionate to the number of inhabitants
thereof.
-3-
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Wherefore, the Common Council of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia has determined that the petition for annexation
heretofore presented to said Council is legally sufficient
under the provisions of Chapter 8, Article 6, Section 2 of
the West Virginia Code of 1931 as last amended and that the
territory proposed to be annexed complies with the provision
of Chapter 8, Article 2, Section 1 of said Code;
NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the provisions of The
West Virginia Code, of 1931 as last amended, Chapter 8, Article 6
Section 2, it is hereby ORDERED as follows:
1.

That a vote of the qualified voters of the City of
Nitro, a municipality, be taken upon the proposed
changes as set forth in the aforesaid verified
petition on the 15th day of March, 1980, with the
voting to commence on that day at 6:30 A.M. and to
continue up to and until 7:30 P.M. on that same
day and said voting to be held at the following
places :
- a.

2.

Nitro High School, 21st Street and 2nd Avenue,
Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia

b.

Nitro Elementary School, 19th Street and 2nd
Avenue, Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia

c.

Baker Elementary School, Park Avenue and llth
Street, Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia

d.

West Sattes Elementary School, Lee Avenue, Nitro,
Kanawha County, West Virginia

e.

Nitro-Putnam Elementary School, 39th Street East,
Nitro, Putnam County, West Virginia

That a vote of all of the qualified voters of the
additional territory set forth in the aforesaid
petition, and all of freeholders of such additional
territory, whether they. reside or have place of
business therein or not, shall be taken upon the
proposed change as set forth in the aforesaid
petition on the 15th day of March, 1980 with said
voting to commence on that day at 6:30 A,M. and to
continue up to and until 7:30 P,M, on that same
day and said voting to be held at the following
places :

-4-
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a.

Nitro-Putnam Elementary School, 39th Street
East, Nitro, Putnam County, West Virginia

3.

That said election shall be held, superintended and
conducted and the results thereof ascertained, certified,
returned and canvassed in the same manner and by
the same individuals as elections for municipal
officers.

4.

That the ballot used shall have written or printed
on in -the words :
( ) For Annexation
( ) Against Annexation

5.

That the city recorder shall cause a copy of this
Order to be published, at the cost of the City of
Nitro, a municipality; as a Class II-O legal
advertisement in compliance with the provisions
of West Virginia Code, Chapter 59, Article 3,
Section 1 et seq,.and that the publication
area for such publication shall be the City of
Nitro, a municipality, and the additional territory,
as hereinafter described; and the first publication
shall be at least 14 days prior to the date hereinabove fixed for the taking of the vote.

6.

That the additional territory be annexed by the
proposed change is popularly described as the
Nitro Industrial Complex from Plant Road to Rock
Branch, the Union Boiler property and Armor Creek
areas, Nitro Heights Addition, Hulbert Heights,
Ortin Heights, and the Rock Branch area lying in
and about the Intersection of West Virginia State
Routes 62 and 25.

I

I

BEGINNING at a point on the existing Nitro
corporation line at the low water mark of the right descending
bank of the Kanawha River, thence with the descending riverbank
in a northerly direction 12,900' more or less to a point, said
point being on the Rock Branch Public District boundary line;
thence with said boundary line S. 03° W - 2400 more or less;
thence in a northeasterly direction 700' more or less to a
stake at the edge of water of the Armour Creek Backwater, said
stake being the common division line between property presently
owned by Valley Brook Mobile Home City, Inc. and the Putnam
County Development Authority; thence with the common division
line along an existing fence N 48° 53' E - 183.89' to a
stake in a fence line; thence N 38° 18' E - 46.57' to a metal
fence post set in concrete; thence N 84° 35' E - 518.17' to
a stake in fence line; thence.N 79° 38' E - 222.04 to a
stake in fence line; thence N 85° 52' E - 153.04 to an iron pin
in concrete base of fence post; thence S 54° 22' E - 184.60 to a
-5-

154
stake in the common division line of properties presently
owned by Valley Brook Mobile Home City, Inc. Putnam
County Development Authority and the Board of Education of the
County of Putnam; thence with the division line between Valley
Brook Mobile Home City, Inc. and the Board of Education of
the County of Putnam along an existing fence 'line in a southeasterly direction 230' more or less to the center of W. Va.
State Route No. 25; 'thence along the center of Route 25 in
a easterly direction 550' more or less to the center of W.
Va. State Route No. 62; thence in a due east direction 200'
to a point; thence running 200' parallel .with Route 62 in a
southerly direction 6100' more or less to a point on the
existing corporation line; thence with corporation line S 53°
17' 45" W - 165* more or less to a concrete monument on the
right-of-way line of W. Va. State Route 62; thence crossing
Route 62 with corporation line S 53° 17' 54" W - 71' more or
less to a point on the right-of-way line of Route 62; thence
with corporation line S. 54° 42' W - 620' more or less to a
point 200' from the center line of 40th Street (Sec. Road 35/1);
thence with the corporation line parallel to 40th Street
(Sec. Road 35/1) and 200' therefrom, 5950' more or less; thence
with corporation line N 23° 45' E - 385' more or less;
thence with corporation line N. 66° 15' W 1075' more or less;
thence with corporation line N. 18° 15' E - 1110' more or less
thence with the corporation line N 62° 20'-W 230' more or
less; thence with corporation line N 52° W - 240' more or
less; thence with corporation line N 52° 38' W - 250' more
or less; thence with corporation line N 37° 11' E - 318'
more or less; thence with corporation line N 66° 15' W - 352'
more or less to a point on the Consolidated Railroad Corporation
right-of-way; thence with the corporation line and the Railroad
right-of-way line in a southwest direction 6700' more or less;
thence N 66° 15' W - 41' more or less to a point in the
Northern right-of-way line of Plant Road same being the common
line with Nitro Corporation Line; thence with corporation
line N 45° 30' W - 1412' more or less; thence with corporation
line N 13° 38' E - 430' more or less; thence with corporation
line N 75° 50' W - 1100' more or less to the point of beginning

B
•

•
•
•

It is further ORDERED that the bond in the amount of $2,000.00
which was posted by Lonnie Norvell, one of the petitioners, on
December 24, 1979, be continued as surety to indemnify the •
City of Nitro against any and all costs incurred or caused by
the annexation election as required by the provision of
the West Virginia Code of 1931, as last amended, Chapter 8,
Article 6, Section 2 if a majority of the legal votes cast
are against the proposed changes in boundary-.
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The above and foregoing Order was offered at the reconvened
meeting of the Common Council of the City of Nitro of February 5
1980, whic.h meeting was reconvened on the 19th day of February 19,
1980, at 8:00 P.M. by

C*u*<m.»iA*>

/?*fx-jrLi, . who moved its

approval and was second by £<,*,*,£ jLt» A v P£ «"*;»'<? ftsrsJ , thereafter •
the same was passed, ordered and adopted by the following
vote of Common Council to the City of Nitro.
Yeas

£

Nays

Q

Thereafter the Mayor of the City of Nitro, West Virginia
declared and proclaimed the same passed, ordered and adopted.
Dated:

I

February

/<?

, 1980

Attest:

City Recorder

••

I
-7-
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A motion was made by Councilman Dr. Gassell
to accept and adopt the order above as read by Mr.
Vaughan. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington.

•
H

Mr. Ross wanted to make clear that he did
legally represent all of the industries whose names
were listed on Protestants Exhibit Number 5. He thought
that this was not clearly stated in the transcript of
the Public Hearing. Mr. Vaughan and Council then stated
that there was no doubt among them that he did represent
all of those industries on said Exhibit.
At this time the motion on the floor was voted
upon and passed unanimously.
Don Karnes moved the meeting be adjourned.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington and passed by a unanimous vote.

MAYOR

/

RECORDE

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
FEBRUARY 19, 1980

The regularly scheduled Nitro City Council Meeting
was held in the council chambers Tuesday, February 19, 1980
at 8:00 pm. Present were the Honorable William D. Gibson,
Mayor, Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
and Councilman Gus Bailey. Councilman Romie Hughart and
Councilman Dean Miller were absent. Also present was
Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was brought to order by Mayor Gibson
and the invocation was given by Councilman Gus Bailey.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 5, 1980 REGULAR SCHEDULED COUNCIL
MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING PROPOSED ANNEXATION:
Councilman Gus Bailey made a motion that the minutes be approved.
The motion was then seconded by Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell.
The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.

I

RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO CONTRACT NUMBER DACW69-80-C-0002,
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA FOR DEVELOPMENT OF NITRO PARK PUBLIC ACCESS SITE,
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA: Don Karnes, Chairman of the Recreation
Committee then made a motion as follows:
Gentlemen, I move that we direct our City Attorney to
draft a resolution that would effect the request made by the
Corps of Engineers, authorizing the mayor to enter into that
certain contract between the United States of America and the
City of Nitro, West Virginia for development of Nitro Park
Public Access Site, Nitro, West Virginia.
Councilman Gus Bailey then seconded the motion.
motion was approved by a unanimous vote.

I

The

MEETING WITH MR. HAROLD L. WOLFE, MANAGER INVESTIGATION
AND CONTROL BUREAU AND MR. WILFORD BIRD, WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF MOTOR VEHICLES, TELEPHONE #348-0239:Mr. Jeremiah McCormick,
City Attorney said that he,Don Karnes, City Recorder, and Mayor
Gibson had met with two individuals from the Department of Motor
Vehicles in conjunction with the controversy that has arisen relative to the municipal court and the City of Nitro. He said
that DMV had been very cooperative in attempting to resolve this
matter. It is of Mr. McCormick's opinion that this problem
stemmed from procedural problems. DMV agreed that there were
areas that needed tightening up; regarding the procedure of the
municipal court. He also mentioned that they were not critical
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of Judge Crewdson. They suggested an administrative procedure that should be implemented. That is the appointment of a Municipal Court Clerk to be responsible for remitting abstracts to DMV, which was the primary source
of controversy. DMV volunteered to oversee this new procedure. The new clerk would also maintain the court docket.
DMV stated to Mr. McCormick that they found no
misconduct. Mr. McCormick and the mayor invited DMV to
come and look at the traffic violation records, but they
felt that it wouldn't warrant their time.
Mr. McCormick felt that the City of Nitro was
exonerated in any and all apsects. Perhaps there had been
a few administrative slip-ups which could be worked out so
in the future these problems can be avoided.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that
he thought Jdge Crewdson was too lenient. He said that
there had been problems in the Police Department that
stemmed from his being too lenient. He pointed out that
he was governed by a code of state laws and that he should
not use his judiscial discretion in such matters.
Jeremiah McCormick added that DMV wasn't in the
position to pass judgement on Judge Crewdson. The essence
of the meeting was to insure the proper remittance of
all transcripts.
Don Karnes said that DMV talked to Councilman
Dean Miller by phone and made two suggestions: 1) the
codification of West Virginia Code Chapter 17C 2) the
appointment of a Municipal Court Clerk.

I

CODIFICATION OF WEST VIRGINIA CODE CHAPTER 17C:
Jeremiah McCormick said that one of the suggestionsthat
DMV made was that the City of Nitro incorporate in it's
reference, Chapter 17C of the West Virginia code, which
deals generally with traffic violations. This permits
the municipal court to issue a warrant or to decide upon
a complaint or warrant that's been issued relative to the
violation of a state traffic offense. Otherwise, it's
necessary to refer to the municipal code which is a somewhat
burdensome procedure for the arresting officer. This
should assist in making the procedure more uniform and also
assist in developing a relationship between the municipal
court and DMV.
Don Karnes, City Recorder, made a motion that the
following ordinance be read as first reading and adopted into
the City of Nitro's Code. The ordinance is as follows:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
INTRODUCED BY:

DON KARNES

ORDINANCE NO. 80-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21, OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC"

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this
ordinance, Chapter 21 shall be amended to incorporate by
reference Chapter 17C of the West Virginia Code as amended
in its entirety and henceforth any violation of any Article
of said Section 17C of the West Virginia Code as amended
shall be considered and enforced as a violation of said
Chapter 21 of the ordinance of the Code of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia.

I

This ordinance was read and introduced for the
first time at the regular meeting of the City Council of the
City of Nitro, on the
and read and adopted at a
day of

day of

, 1980,
meeting on the

, 1980.

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR

^Trffrir^Tr'Y

I

DONALD G, KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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motion.

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded the
The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.

APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL COURT CLERK CHAPTER 13,
13-4, NITRO CITY CODE VICKI EILEEN BURGESS: Councilman
at Large D r . R ] V . Allen made a motion that council appoint
Vicki Eileen Burgess as Municipal Court Clerk. Councilman
Gus Bailey seconded the motion. The motion was then approved
by a unanimous vote.

I

CONCURRENCE IN APPOINTMENT OF LT. KENNETH R. WEBB
AS TEMPORARY ACTING POLICE CHIEF: Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen made a motion to appoint Lt. Kenneth R. Webb as
acting Police Chief for the City of Nitro. Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson stated that Lt. Webb
had been with the Police Department for eleven years and had
completed his training at the West Virginia State Police
Academy in 1970. The motion then passed by a unanimous vote.
REZONING, LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1980 FROM MR.
CHARLES R. BYRD, CHAIRMAN, NITRO PLANNING COMMISSION AND LETTER
DATED FEBRUARY 14, 1980 FROM MR. J. E TEMPLE, PRESIDENT NITRO~
BUILDING CORPORATION: Don Karnes said that Mr. Temple had
contacted Dr. Byrd in reference to the rezoning of some property,
Dr. Byrd directed him in the proper procedure for rezoning. Mr.
Karnes moved that this be referred to the Planning Commission.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington seconded the motion. The
motion passed by a unanimous vote.
COMPREHENSIVE DEFENSIVE DRIVING-PURSUITE DRIVING
TRAINING PROGRAM, AND TO TIGHTEN THE PURSUIT DRIVING POLICIES
AND PROCEDURES OF THE CITY, NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen referred to a letter from
Hartford Insurance Company dated February 8, 1980. He said
that the essence of the letter is for the Police Officers to
take this training which would be a very beneficial program.
There is a possibility that the training can be done in
Hurricane by a gentleman who is approved to do so. This is
necessary to maintain the City's present insurance rates.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen moved that council approve
Comprehensive Driving at an approximate cost of $150 per
policeman.

I

Don Karnes stated the insurance might cost more if
this is not done.
Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the motion.
Mayor Gibson stated that this is becoming common
throughout the United States that the insurance companies want
the policemen to have some special training in some of these
areas.
The mayor stated that since last council meeting

I

161

I

he had received the following correspondence (in the supplemental file to the minutes):
1. Letter from the Honorable J. R. Randall,
Mayor of St. Albans and Andrew B. Rodgers, City Clerk of
St. Albans, dated February 8, 1980. The mayor stated that
the letter was self-explanatory. The letter pertains to
the KVRT and Kanawha County Ambulance Authority in referrence to the recently approved excess levy election.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion
that Mayor Gibson write a letter to the Kanawha County
Commission expressing that council's feeling's were the
same as St. Albans'; plus expressing council's desire for
the Kanawha County Commission to use Federal Revenue Sharing
monies out of their budget to supplement the Kanawha County
Ambulance Authority should more funding be necessary.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion.
The motion was passed by a unanimous vote.
Mayor Gibson then called for Committee Chairman
Reports:

I

Councilman at Large Pennington: He stated that
he had had numerous phone callsconcerning Ice Fishing
on Ridenour Lake. Since the lake is insured, he made a
motion to permit Ice Fishing North/East of the island in
the lake where the water is only knee to hip deep,
Don Karnes stated that he wanted the Recreation
Committee to meet and discuss, indepth, the insurance
coverage.
Councilman Gus Bailey said that he questioned the
legal aspects. He said he was concerned for the health and
safety of those involved.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen seconded the motion,
but amended it to be put in committee to be approved or
disapproved. The amended motion was unanimously.approved.
Councilman at Large Jack Legg:
Councilman Gus Bailey:
Jeremiah McCormick:

I

no reports

no reports

no reports

Mayor Gibson: He stated that the Recreation
Committee should look into problems at Ridenour Memorial
Park, such as speed limits, sleigh riding, building fires,
etc. He said that we need an ordinance governing the uses
of Ridenour Memorial Park.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:
Don Karnes:

no reports

He stated that the Budget had to be
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completed by March 28, 1980.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington called for
adjournment. The meeting at that time was adjourned.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCH 4, 1980
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro City
Council was held in the Council Chambers on March 4, 1980 at
8:00 p.m. Present at the meeting were the Honorable
William D. Gibson, Mayor, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman
Romie Hughart, and Councilman Gus Bailey. City Attorney,
Jeremiah McCormick was absent.
The invocation was given by Councilman Gus Bailey.

I

APPROVAL OF RECESSED NITRO CITY "COUNCIL".MEETING
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 5, 1980 AND THE RECONVENING OF THE SAME
FEBRUARY 19, 19801Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to
approve these minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, It was then passed by unanimous
vote.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 19, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman Romie Hughart asked Mayor Gibson where in the minutes
did it mention a motion being made not to budget or expend any
monies for the Kanawha County Ambulance Authority. He was
referring to the letter dated February 22, 1980 addressed to
The Honorable Robert Silverstein, President of the Kanawha
County Commission, signed by Mayor Gibson. Mayor Gibson
stated that he thought city council went on record when council
voted to express, by letter, to the Kanawha County Commission,
that council's feelings were the same as St. Albans which was
expressed in their letter to the Kanawha County Commission
dated February 8, 1980. Councilman Hughart stated that he was
not here to vote on that, but he would have voted against it.
He said he would not go on record as saying that because the
Kanawha County Ambulance Authority was too important.
Mayor Gibson said that he would like the councilmen to listen
to the tape recording of that particular council meeting of
February 19, 1980, providing the tape is still available.
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Councilman Bailey made a motion to approve the
minutes. Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the motion. The
motion passed with one opposing vote.
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CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORP. CROSSING ON 11TH STREET
EXISTING CROSSBUCKS SHOULD BE REPLACED WITH FLASHERS 90/10
MATCHING, ESTIMATED COST $50,000.00 CITY OF NITRO REQUESTED
TO PAY $5,000.00 MATCHING FUNDS:Don Karnes, City Recorder,
made a motion to accept Conrail's offer of 90/10 matching.
Councilman Dr. Cassell seconded the motion. Councilman Hughart
stated that by law the city was not allowed deficit spending.
He also stated the 1980-81 budget should be taken care of first.
The vote was taken with Recorder Don Karnes and Councilman Cassell
in favor, Councilman at Large Legg, Councilman Bailey, Councilman
Miller, and Councilman Hughart voting against. The motion failed.

I

REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA REGARDING THE
CONDITION OF OLD COUNTY ROAD; Mr. Lloyd Meadows of #49 Old County
Road was not present this evening. He called and told Ms. Frazier
that he did not have everything ready.
NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY REQUEST TO SOLICIT
FUNDS IN THE CITY OF NITRO FROM THE FIRST PART OF MAY UNTIL THE
END OF JUNE:Councilman at Large Jack Legg made a motion to
let the National Multiple Sclerosis Society hold their solicitation
in Nitro from the first part of May until the end of June.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21, OF
THE CITY OF NITRO, WV ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC":
Don Karnes stated that last council meeting ot February 19, 1980,
there had been a first reading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 21
to include Section 17-C of the West Virginia State Code. He
then made a motion that this ordinance be adopted upon the
second reading.

I

The ordinance is as follows:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA

I

INTRODUCED BY:

'v •
.
DON KARNES ';. ;."

f
.

• *—
ORDINANCE NO. 80-\ T

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 21, OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC" .

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia:
THAT, from and after the effective date of this
ordinance, Chapter 21 shall be amended to incorporate by
reference Chapter 17C of the West Virginia Code as amended
in its entirety and henceforth any violation of any Article
of said Section 17C of the West Virginia Code as amended
shall be considered and enforced as a violation of said
Chapter 21 of the ordinance of the Code of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the

I

first time at the regular meeting of the City Council of the
City of Nitro, on the

/f Z^~

day of /££3/*u**.y

and read and adopted at afc£<?tu.A/?_
day of

MAR^tf _

, 1980,

meeting on the
., 1980.

. '

WILLIAM D. GIBSON, MAYOR - -

I

DONALD G. KARNES, MUNICIPAL RECORDER
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Councilman Hughart seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.
Mayor Gibson stated that the following correspondence
was mailed to each councilman since last council meeting.
( Copies are in supplemental file to the minutes):

I

1. Letter dated February 15, 1980 from the National
League of Cities appointing Mayor Gibson a member of the
Transportation, Public Safety and Communications Policy Committee
of the National League of Cities.
2. Letter dated February 22, 1980 to the Honorable
Robert Silverstein, President of the Kanawha County Commission,
with copies going to Henry C. Shores and Alfred Shephard, members
of the Kanawha County Commission, signed by Mayor William D. Gibson
in reference to the Emergency Ambulance Authority.
3. Letter dated February 29, 1980 to Dr. Charles R. Byrd,
Chairman of Nitro Planning Commission from Mayor Gibson in reference
to requests by Mr. Temple regarding rezoning..
4. Letter dated March 3, 1980 to Harold L. Wolfe of
the Department of Motor Vehicles from Mayor Gibson and Don Karnes,
City Recorder, concerning abstracts that were published in the
newspaper. Mayor Gibson stated that he had a meeting with
Mr. Wolfe and he had hand carried the abstracts to him. He also
said that Mr. Wolfe would like to meet with the Court Clerk
and anyone else concerned with abstract problems and procedures.
Mayor Gibson stated that DMV was only interested in receiving
those abstracts that had appeared in the newspaper.
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Mayor Gibson then called for committee Chairman
Reports.
DON KARNES: Revenue Sharing requires two public hearings
prior to finalizing the 1980-'81 budget, which means that it has
to be done this month. Public notice has to be given by
newspaper publication. The first hearing will be held March 22,
1980 at 1:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Nitro City Hall.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: He said there had been a meeting
of the special committeeappointed to look into the abstracts
that had not been sent to DMV. He said that Judge Crewdson
stated that he had been unaware of that law, but since it was
determined that it was required by law, he agreed that all
abstracts should be sent in and that all files should be purged.
Councilman Miller then made a motion in addition to the abstracts
sent in, that all files be purged and that all abstracts ever
held, be sent to DMV. Councilman at Large Pennington seconded
the motion.
Mr. Karnes stated that DMV had made their requirements
and that's who we had to answer to and we had complied.

I
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Councilman Hughart said he would like to amend
the motion to purge files for two years back. Councilman
Miller seconded the motion. There were 4 votes against
(City Recorder, Don Karnes, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman Guy Cassell), and
4 votes in favor (Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman Dean Miller). The Mayor voted against. Therefore,
the motion was not approved.
The first motion was voted upon and the vote was
the same as above and the motion was not approved.
At this time Councilman at Large Pennington made
a motion to ask Judge Crewdson for his resignation. Councilman
Miller seconded the motion. The motion did not pass,
six opposing votes and two votes in favor.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: He said he would like to
comp1iment Mr.Vaughan on the fine motion that he put
together last council meeting. He also said that he was in
favor of relaxing the fishing rules a little at Ridenour Park.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: He stated that he
and others had a very fruitful meeting with Kemp McLaughlin,
Director of the Ambulance Authority. He said that two
gentlemen were there from Cross Lanes who wanted to come in
with Nitro in regard to the Ambulance Service. Dr. Allen also
stated that since the gasoline condition was the way it was,
that the Police Department should be enlightened and should
be encouraged to watch for strangers walking after dark to help
control the stealing of gasoline from cars.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN BAILEY: He has had numerous calls
concerning children riding motorcycles, along Frederick Street,
who are under age and have no license. He suggested that an
unmarked police car be sent there to watch for these children
before someone gets killed or property is damaged. He then
** made a motion to write a letter of thanks to Kemp McLaughlin
for a good presentation at the previously mentioned meeting
as explained by Dr. Allen. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell and was approved unanimously.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE JACK LEGG: no reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE MEL PENNINGTON: no reports.
He moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell, and the motion passed unanimously.

I

WILLIAM D. G/BSON, MAYOR
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He then made a motion for the Mayor to write a letter of
thanks to Kemp McLaughlin for a good presentation at the
previously mentioned meeting as explained by Dr. Allen.
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SPECIAL NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCH 14, 1980

Notice was given and a special Council Meeting was
called. The special meeting was held in the Nitro City
Council Chambers at the City Hall Building on March 14, 1980
at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were Mayor William D. Gibson,
City Recorder Don Karnes, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell,
Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman at Large Jack Legg,
Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Romie Hughart, and
Councilman at Large R.V. Allen. Absent were Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington and City Attorney Jeremiah McCormick.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William D. Gibson. Mayor Gibson then turned the
meeting over to City Recorder Don Karnes.

I

City Recorder Don Karnes:
Our Legal Council advised me Wednesday
March 12, 1980 that the City Council must
designate a person to cast the vote for the
city s freehold interest in the annexation
election of March 15, 1980. I would like to
make a motion that this person be Mayor
William D. Gibson.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart.
Mayor Gibson then called for the vote and the vote was
unanimously in favor. Councilman Miller made a motion to
adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cassell,
and carried unanimously.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCH 18, 1980
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro City
Council was held in the council chambers on Tuesday, March 18,1980
at 8:00 PM. Present were Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at
Large Dr. R.V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie
Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, Councilman Gus Bailey. The
Honorable William D. Gibson, Mayor was unable to attend this
council meeting. Also present was Jeremiah McCormick the City
Attorney.

i

The invocation was given by Reverend William Westland
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Nitro. Mr. Don Karnes,
City Recorder, presided over Council since Mayor Gibson was
unable to attend.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 4, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Page 167 line 35 wasamended by Councilman Gus Bailey to read:
he then made a motion for the Mayor to write a letter to
Kemp McLaughlin. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a
motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Cassell. The motion was approved by a unanimous
vote.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 14, 1980 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman Dean Miller moved the minutes be approved.
Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen seconded the motion. The
motion then was approved by a unanimous vote.

I

REPORT PERTAINING TO UPCOMING MUNICIPAL ELECTION:
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick,City Attorney,explained that there is
an abnormality in the statutes, Chapter 3 Article 5, Section 1
of the West Virginia Code inacted 1978, providing that primary
elections be held on the 1st Tuesday in June. That is the date
required by the Charter of the City of Nitro that the municipal
elections be held.
In order to change the date of the municipal election,
it's required that the Charter be amended. This can be done in
either of two ways:
(1) by election - which can be called by the
city council or a certain percentage of
qualified voters in a municipality. The
problem is that it has to be initiated 120
days prior to the election, which would be
impossible due to time limitations.
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(2) petition - this comtemplates that
there would be no opposition and
that the matter would be initiated
by ordinance inacted by council.
Council would then determine a
date for a Public Hearing on the
issue of how the Charter is to be
amended. It would be restricted
solely to that issue. At the
Public Hearing anyone who would
protest or object would have the
opportunity to interfer. If no
one objects at the hearing or
withing ten days from the date
of the hearing, then the issue
would be adopted and the charter
would be amended and the ordinance
would relate to that. It would be
effective on that date.
It would be necessary that the council inact an
ordinance and set a date for the public hearing. This date can not
be less than thirty days from the date of the first publication of
the announcement of the nature of the proposed amendment and the date
and the place of the hearing. It does require a Class II
publication, 2 successive weeks of publication, but the thirty day
period commences from the first day of publication.
From the date of the hearing, there's a ten day
period within which one could file an objection. So there is a 41
day period from the date council acts until such time as council
effects the amendment to the charter, which would be the least
possible time.

I
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Mr. Karnes suggested that council set a special
date for this year's election and establish the 1st Tuesday in May
as the date for the election in subsequent years.
At this time, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
made a motion that the City Attorney draft an ordinance as required
and consider this the first reading. Councilman Hughart then
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
ON THE AGENDA:
THE AGENDA:

LLOYD MEADOWS #49 OLD COUNTY ROAD REQUESTED TO BE
Mr. Meadows was not present.
ARDEN ASHLEY, 201 BROADWAY AVENUE REQUEST TO BE ON
Mr. Ashley was not present.

PUBLIC MEETING FOR REVENUE SHARING: Mr. Don Karnes,
City Recorder, said that a Public Meeting pertaining to Revenue
Sharing has been scheduled to be held Saturday, March 22 at 1:OOPM.
in the Nitro City Council Chambers.
REPORT OF ANNEXATION ELECTION HELD ON MARCH 15. 1980s
Mr. Don Karnes, City Recorder stated: The ambiguous
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language used in the West Virginia Code has caused me to ask
legal council for an opinion in regard to the number of
elections held. If we held one election, the results of each
polling place should be added together concluding one total
line.
If we held two elections, the results of the polling
places should be totaled and counted in their respective
elections.
Considering the popular vote within the corporate
boundaries of Nitro and with respect to the popular vote in
the area under question, I think it's incumbent upon me to
hold any declaration in obeyance until such time as the
question is answered.
CANVASS
Presinct

I

For

Against

363

96

4

364

127

46

365

94

8

366

81

7

367

118

34

368

134

26

369

162

10

370

54

13

22

104

43

124

399

1,094

590

Area in Question
TOTALS

Mr. Karnes stated that the following correspondence
was sent to council since last council meeting (Correspondence
is in the supplemental file to the minutes):
1.

I

A letter from Nitro Jr. High School requesting
a donation from the City of Nitro. Councilman
Hughart moved that this be referred to the
Finance Committee. Councilman Bailey seconded
the motion and it passed unanimously.
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2.

Copies of Nitro Lions Little League
Minutes of February 17, 1980 and March
9, 1980.

3.

A copy sent to Mayor Gibson of a letter
dated March 10, 1980 from the Volunteer
Ambulance Authority of Cross Lanes to
Kemp McLaughlin,Director of the Kanawha
County Emergency Ambulance Authority,
concerning a consolidation between Cross
Lanes Emergency Ambulance Service and that
of the City of Nitro. Councilman at Large
Dr. R.V. Allen moved to refer this to the
Ambulance Committee. Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington seconded the motion. It
then passed unanimously.

I

Mr. Karnes then called for Committee Chairman Reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE MEL PENNINGTON: Notified council that
there will soon be a Public Hearing held by the Public Service
Commission concerning the rate increase requested by the Nitro
Sanitary Board.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE JACK LEGG: No reports.
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COUNCILMAN GUS BAILEY: No reports.
COUNCILMAN DR. GUY CASSELL: No reports.
JEREMIAH McCORMICK, CITY ATTORNEY: No reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R.V. ALLEN: No reports.
COUNCILMAN ROMIE _ HUGHART: He asked about the financial
status and then made a motion that there be no more spending done by
any city employee or department head (including overtime) of any
amount, without the approval of the Mayor or the City Recorder.
Councilman Dean Miller seconded that motion. The motion
was approved with four (4) votes in favor and one (1) vote against,
that being Councilman at Large Pennington.
Councilman at Large R.V.
Allen and Councilman Dr. Cassell abstained.
Councilman Hughart also said that he had a petition signed
by citizens of Nitro asking that services outside the city limits be
terminated. He then made a motion that all fire service outside the
city be terminated (unless called to back up a volunteer unit);
that the traffic guard at 1st Avenue and Plant Road either be moved
or terminated; that all fire alarms outside city limits be cut off;
that all burglar alarms outside the city be monitored, only, and a
fee should be charged for that service.
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Councilman Miller made a motion to amend the above
mentioned motion to be tabled until the 2nd meeting in April.
The motion to amend was seconded by Councilman Cassell and
passed unanimously.
The motion was tabled until April 15, 1980.
Councilman Miller then asked Don Karnes, City Recorder
whether or not the files had been purged for abstracts. Don
said that he didn't know, that he hadn't had an opportunity to
talk to Vicki Burgess, the Municipal Court Clerk.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved the meeting
be adjourned. Councilman Miller seconded the motion. At this
time the meeting was adjourned.

MAYOR

i

J

RECORDER

176

I

I

I

177

I
SPECIAL NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCH 29, 1980
Notice was given and a special Council Meeting was
called. The special meeting was held in the Nitro City
Council Chambers at the City Hall Building on March 29, 1980
at 2:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and
take necessary action on the 1980-81 Fiscal Budget. Those
present were the Honorable William D. Gibson, Mayor, City
Recorder Don Karnes, Councilman at Large Dr. R.V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack
Legg, Councilman Gus Bailey, and Councilman Romie Hughart.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gibson.
He then opened the meeting up for discussion on the budget.
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After approximately four hours of close scrutiny by
those present and much discussion, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington made a motion to accept the budget. Councilman Gus
Bailey seconded the motion. The Mayor called for a vote and it
passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:00 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING ON REVENUE SHARING
ELEVENTH ENTITLEMENT PERIOD
MARCH 29, 1980
The meeting was held in the Council Chambers at
1:00 P. M. Present were the Honorable William D, Gibson,
Mayor, City Recorder, Don Karnes, Councilman at Large Dr.
R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
at Large Jack Legg, Councilman Romie Hughart and Councilman
Gus Bailey.
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Mayor Gibson called the meeting to order at 1:00 P. M.
He then stated that the Eleventh Entitlement Period covers
October 1, 1979 through September 30, 1980. The Mayor also
discussed that fact that although the hearing had been
advertised and notification had been given there is apparently
going to be no public participation. He then turned the
meeting over to the City Recorder, Don Karnes.
Don Karnes stated that the meeting had been duly
advertised in accordance with Federal Regulations, and
an effort had been made to encourage senior citizens to
attend. After some discussion Councilman at Large Mel
Pennignton made a motion to use all of the Revenue Sharing
money to supplement the General Fund in any department
where it is needed to maintain that department. Councilman
Romie Hughart seconded the motion. Mayor Gibson then called
for a vote. The vote was unanimously in favor of the motion.
Councilman at Large R. V. Allen moved to adjourn.
The move was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
and the meeting was adjourned by an unanimous vote
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
APRIL 1, 1980

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro City
Council was at 8:00 P.M., April 1, 1980, in the council
chambers.

Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes,

City Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart,
Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey.

Also

present was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The invocation was given by Reverend James

I

Arbogast of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.

The

meeting was called to order by Mayor Gibson.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 18, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved that the minutes be
approved.

Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell seconded the motion.

However, there were two (2) corrections to be made:

1) page

174 - added that the motion was seconded by Councilman .at
Large Jack Legg; 2) page 175 - Councilman Miller made a motion
to table the motion not to amend it.
The motion to approve the minutes as corrected was
then passed by a unanimous vote.

Councilman at Large

Pennington then made a motion to approve the Special
Council Meeting Minutes of March 18, 1980.
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The motion was

seconded by Councilman Gxis Bailey, It then passed unanimously.
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REQUEST FROM AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY TO ENACT
ITS CRUSADE FROM DOOR TO DOOR AND IN THE BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT WITHIN THE CITY OF NITRO FROM APRIL 13 TO MAY 15:
Councilman at Large Jack Legg moved that this be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.
It then passed unanimously.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING ON REVENUE
SHARING MARCH 22, 1980 AND MARCH 29, 1980:Mr. Karnes,
City Recorder, made a motion to postpone this until the
next council meeting. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cassell.
It then passed unanimously.
Correspondence since last council meeting (All
correspondence is in the supplemental file to the minutes):
1.

Letter dated March 24, 1980 to William Gibson
the Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV in
reference to the approval of the Community
Partnership Grant Funds for site preparation,
renovation and construction of the Nitro
Maintenance Garage in the amount of twohundred and sixty thousand dollars
($260,000.00)

2.

Letter dated March 28, 1980 to William Gibson
from Elsie Hilton in reference to the closing
of Dogwood Street. Mayor Gibson will contact
her requesting more information.

3.

fl|
•

At this time, the Recreation Director, Jay
Long, was recognized. In reference to a
letter that he had received from a Dunbar
resident concerning soft ball teams, he asked
permission of Council to place an ad in the
newspaper informing Nitro residents that they
have first choice to the soft ball teams.
Councilman at Large Pennington moved that his
request be granted. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Bailey. It then passed
unanimously.

The matter of what each soft ball team is charged,
was brought to council's attention. It was discussed that
there is a possibility that the prices may have to be raised
to cover higher utility bills.
Don Karnes then asked Jay to put together some
rules and regulations that would apply to the recreational
facilities.
Councilman at Large Pennington then mentioned that
he had had several complaints about the Easter Parade being
held after dark. Councilman Cassell and Don Karnes mentioned
that they had had phone calls also. The Parade, however, had
been delayed due to rain and had started at 6:00 P.M. instead
of 4:00 P.M.
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Mr. Karnes then announced that the city had had a
request from the Citizen Ministerial Association (not the
Nitro Assc. ) to have a revival at the Nitro City Park, April
7 - April 13 from 7:00 - 11:00 P.M. and erect a tent. It is
designed for Youth. One of the preachers is a Nitro resident,
Randy Camp and another is the Reverend Avis Hill from Alum
Creek.
Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney, said that it
presents a potential problem that someone could contend that
it violates the doctrine of separation of Church and State.
After much discussion on the matter, Councilman
Miller made a motion to table this issue indefinitely. It
was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. It was
then passed unanimously.
Mayor Gibson then called for Committee Chairman
Reports.
Councilman Miller: no reports

I

Councilman Hughart: He said that he had received three
more petitions(102 names)to stop all services outside the
City Limits. A few minutes later fireman Paul Strohl presented
to Councilman Hughart more petitions bringing the total to
approximately 287 signatures. Councilman Hughart stated
that the petitions should be accepted and recognized and
should be placed in the supplemental file to the minutes.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: no reports.
Mayor Gibson: He asked council what they thought
about camping at Ridenour Park. Should it be approved by
Council first?
Councilman Bailey said that he thought the
recreation director should have the responsibility of
scheduling.
Mr. Karnes said that the council obviously was
going to try and put together a certain set of rules and
regulations to abide by. He then made a motion that anything
in violation of those rules be brought before council.
Councilman at Large Pennington seconded that motion. It
then passed.
vote.
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Councilman Miller then called for a roll call
It was as follows:
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman
Don Karnes

at Large Pennington - in favor
at Large Legg - in favor
Bailey - against
Dr. Cassell - in favor
at Large Dr. Allen - in favor
Hughart - against
Miller - against
- in favor
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Councilman Dr. Cassell: He stated that he promised
the person that contacted him that he would make a formal
complaint to council concerning the Easter Parade.
Councilman at Large Legg: no reports
Councilman Bailey:

I

no reports

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved that the
meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Dr. Cassell. It then passed unanimously.
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PUBLIC HEARING
REVENUE SHARING ENTITLEMENT

I

MARCH 22, 1980

Present: Mayor William Gibson, City Recorder, Don
Karnes, and other elected officials.
Mayor William D. Gibson opened the meeting at 1:00
P.M. and stated: This is a Public Hearing on Revenue Sharing
Funds, Entitlement Period Eleven. The eleventh period begins
October 1, 1979 and ends September 30, 1980. The purpose of
this hearing is to encourage Public input as to the usage of
these monies ($149,022.00). Mayor Gibson then asked the City
Recorder, Don Karnes, if the hearing had been advertised as
required. City Recorder, Don Karnes said that it had. The
Mayor went on to say that he was disappointed in the fact
that no one, other than the elected officials, had come to
the meeting to be heard. Various councilmen then made
suggestions and discussed the possible uses of these funds.

I

After several minutes of discussion, the Mayor
said again that he was disappointed in the public interest
and that the council is not supposed to budget the funds at
this meeting because it was being held primarily for the Public
in general. On this note the meeting was adjourned.

Willlam D. Gibson, Mayor

Don Karnes,City Recorder

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
APRIL 15, 1980

The regularly scheduled Nitro City Council
Meeting was held in council chamber April 15, 1980, at
8:00 P.M. Present were the Honorable Mayor William D.
Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman
Dean Miller. Absent were Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, and Councilman Gus Bailey. Also in
attendance was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The invocation was given by Reverend Arbogast
of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, The meeting was
then called to order by Mayor Gibson.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL
1, 1980: Councilman Dr.Guy Cassell moved that the minutes
be approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. R. V. Allen. It then passed unanimously.

I

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
REVENUE SHARING MARCH 22, 1980:Councilman at Large
Dr.R. V. Allen moved that the minutes be accepted. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Romie Hughart. It then
passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
REVENUE SHARING MARCH 29, 1980: Councilman Dr. Guy
Cassell moved that the minutes be accepted. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Dean Miller. It was then
passed unanimously.
TABLED UNTIL APRIL 15, 1980 THAT ALL FIRE
SERVICE OUTSIDE THE CITY BE TERMINATED (UNLESS CALLED
TO BACK UP A VOLUNTEER UNIT); THAT THE TRAFFIC GUARD AT
FIRST AVENUE AND PLANT ROAD EITHER BE MOVED OR TERMI^
NATED; THAT ALL FIRE ALARMS OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS BE CUT
OFF; THAT ALL BURGLAR ALARMS OUTSIDE THE CITY BE MONITORED, ONLY, AND A FEE SHOULD BE CHARGED FOR THAT SERVTCE;
At thistime Councilman Hughart withdrew his motion.
Councilman at Large Jack Legg who had seconded the motion
then withdrew his second. Council voted on this withdrawal and it was approved.

I

Councilman Hughart then moved that the following
resolution be adopted by council:
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RESOLUTION FOR NITRO CITY SERVICES
REQUESTED OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS OF NITRO

I

WHEREAS, certain business establishments, plants
other commercial enterprises and some residents located
outside the proper boundaries of the City of Nitro,
have had the use of and indicated the desire for certain
services, fire, police and trash pick-up, and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is unable to furnish
such services as in the past because of dire financial
problems affecting proper wages for all city employees,
upkeep and replacement of city owned equipment
THEREFORE, be it resolved, the following will
become a plan to continue and give some city services.
PART I
A. All business establishments, plants and other
commercial enterprises shall pay a quarterly fee equal to
the present Business and Occupation Tax schedule presently
paid by business, plants and other commercial enterprises
who are in the city limits of Nitro.
The fee plan will be effective as of January 1,
1980, payable July 1, 1980. Any fee in arrears more than
90 days by the participants shall be considered as terminaiton by the participant.

I

B. In return, the city will continue to give fire
services as in the past. With the added financial help, the
City of Nitro will strive to upgrade fire protection by
replacing old equipment, purchasing new equipment to increase the efficiency of the department, promote a training
program whereby the department in full cooperation with the
business establishments, plants and other commercial
enterprises will have fire inspection service and a common
objective in the realm of fire protection. This program
will require an increase in personnel and wages.
Fire alarm services will be included as part of
the fire protection program. The cost of required installation and maintenance of the fire alarms would be
the responsibility of the user.
Burglar Alarm services will be offered on a limited
basis, dependent on space facilities and type service, in
the Nitro Police Department. A $50.00 connection fee
plus a yearly $50.00 monitor fee will be charged. The
Nitro Police Department would attempt to inform other
law enforcement officers only and will not leave the
bouncary of the Nitro City Limits. The cost of original
installation the continued maintenance will be the
responsibility of the user.

I
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C. Those business establishments, plants, and
other comercial enterprises who do not wish to participate will not receive fire protection or fire alarm service
except should back up service be required. A charge for
back up service will be rendered at a pro-rated charge
per hour, should this service be required, payable to the
City of Nitro in 90 days.
Note: Back up fire service will be given only
if the City of Nitro has adequate fire coverage.
PART II
A. Residents outside the city in the area not
covered by other fire departments will be charged an
annual fee of $25.00 for fire service. This $25.00 fee is
to cover a single residence and attached buildings only.
B. In return, the City of Nitro will continue to
give fire services as in the past. With the added financial
help, the City of Nitro will strive to upgrade fire protection by replacing old equipment and purchasing new
equipment to increase the efficiency of the department.

I

C. Those residents outside the city in the area
not covered by another fire department, who choose not to
participate will be billed for each call. The bill will be
rendered to the property owner and not to the renter or one
who leases said property. A pro-rated charge per hour will
be rendered to the property owner payable and due in 90 days
to the City of Nitro. If said debt is not discharged an
appropriate lien will be placed against the property receiving the fire service.
PART III
A. Some residents and business establishments
outside the City limits now receive trash and garbage
pick up. The charge for this service will be double the
reqular rate as charged to the citizens in the city limits
of Nitro. This item does not imply the expansion of this
service.
This resolution presented to the Council of the
City of Nitro on this day
,

I

Councilman Dean Miller seconded the adoption of the
resolution.
Then, Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell moved that this
be referred to a special committee of all councilman.
The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dean Miller. It then
passed unanimously.
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Correspondence since last council meeting.
(All correspondence is in the supplemental file to the
minutes)
1. Letter dated March 14, 1980 to Mayor
William D. Gibson from Governor J. D.
Rockefeller IV in reference to putting Main
Avenue back into the State Highway System.

I

2. Letter dated March 27, 1980 to Charley
Damaron from City Attorney, Jeremiah McCormick.
In reference to landslide on 21st Street.
3. Letter dated April 2, 1980 to Don Karnes
from Margaret Miller, stating that temporary
voter registration centers will be set up in
Nitro Wednesday, April 16, 9:00 A.M. until
4:00 P.M. at City Hall. Also Friday, April
18, at 6:00 P.M. and Saturday, April 19,
9:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.
4. Letter dated April 11, 1980 to Harold L.
Wolfe, Manager, Investigation and Control
Bureau, West Virginia Department of Motor
Vehicles from Mayor William D. Gibson in
reference to purging files for abstracts.
Mayor Gibson then called for Committee Chairman
Reports.
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City Recorder, Don Karnes: no reports.
Councilman Dean Miller: He asked the mayor
if the abstract confusion was over and if our files
were in order. The Mayor stated that he thought everything
was in order.
Councilman Romie Hughart: no reports,
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell: no reports,
Councilman at Large Jack Legg:

no reports,

Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen:

no reports.

Councilman Hughart moved that council recognize
David Jones, a fireman for the City of Nitro. Councilman
Miller seconded the motion.
Mr. Jones read a statement in behalf of Members of
the International Association of Local Union #1822,
Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney:

no reports,

City Recorder, Don Karnes made a motion to
put Mr. Jones' statement in the supplemental file to the
minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell.
It x?as then passed.

I
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Mayor Gibson at this time entertained a motion
for adjournment.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
seconded the motion. It then passed unanimously and the
meeting was adjourned.

Mayor William p. Gibson

I

I

City Recorder, Don Karnes

CO
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MAY 6, 1980

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro
City Council was held in the Council Chambers Tuesday,
May 6, 1980 at 8:00 P.M. Present were Don Karnes, City
Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr, R, V, Allen, Councilman
at Large Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman Dr, Guy Cassell, and
Councilman Romie Hughart, Not in attendance were Mayor
William D, Gibson and Councilman Dean Miller, City
Attorney, Jeremiah McCormick was also present,
The Reverend Wilber Turner gave the invocation
and the meeting was called to order by Don Karnes, City
Recorder,

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL 15, 19:80 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Councilman Gus Bailey moved that the minutes be approved/ ~~"
Councilman Guy Cassell seconded that motion, The motion
was then approved unanimously.
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF THE CANDIDATES FOR
THE JUNE 3, 1980 ELECTION:Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
made a motion that all of the candidates be approved, The
motion was seconded by Councilman Gus Bailey, The motion
passed unanimously, Don Karnes, City Recorder, then
stated that it was required by law that all candidates
be assessed for $100.00 in personal property taxes,
The candidates numbered from 1-31. The numbers
1-31 were then placed in a hat. Councilman Gus Bailey
then chose numbers by drawing from the hat. Therefore,
the candidates were then given their number on the ballott
by drawing. Councilman Romie Hughart then made a motion
that the ballott be assigned as of the drawing. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington seconded that motion. The
motion was then approved. The ballott is as follows:
BALLOTT
MAYOR

I

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

James A. Amburgey
Don Karnes
Arden "Art" Ashley
O.C. Sanders, Jr.
Wm. "Bill" Gibson

CITY RECORDER
1, Stanley W, Harris
2. Sharon Howard Thomas
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BALLOTT (CONT'D)
COUNCILMAN, FIRST WARD

PRECINCT #22, 363, and 364

1. Orville "Butch" Miller
2. A. A. Joe Savilla
3. Guy R. Cassell
COUNCILMAN, SECOND WARD
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

PRECINCT #365 and 366

Ronald S. King
Truda Null
Hershel A. Facemyer
Leo Boggess
Marjorie Faulknier

COUNCILMAN, THIRD WARD
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

I

PRECINCT #367 and 368

Mrs. Mary Alice Hill
Dana F. Johnston
Harley M. Goff, Jr.
Curtis R. Brewer
Dean Miller
Ivan Meadows
Omar Cunningham

COUNCILMAN, FOURTH WARD

PRECINCT #369 and 370

1. Clarence Gerald "Jerry" Hudson
2. John W. "Jack" Moon

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Mary Trout
Mel Pennington
Steven West
Jack L. Legg
Romie Hughart
J.E. Hutchinson
Rusty Casto

COUNCILMAN GUS BAILEY IN REFERENCE TO THE KANAWHA
COUNTY>AMBULANCE AUTHORITYf
Councilman Gus Bailey introduced the proposed operation fo rthenew discal year of
1980-81 for the Kanawha County Ambulance Authority, drawn
up by Frank Kirk, Operations Chief.
Councilman Bailey asked that any questions be
written down. It was then moved by Councilman Romie
Hughart to be referred to the Ambulance Committee,
Councilman at Large Pennington seconded that motion.
It ehn passed unanimously.
PETITION FROM 33RD STREET IN REFERENCE TO VACANT
LOT: The petition was placed in the supplemental file to
the minutes.

I
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LETTER FROM WILLIAM D. GIBSON IN REFERENCE TO THE
ANNEXATION ELECTION: Mayor Gibson requested- that this be
read into the minute's as. follows:

NITRO. WEST VIRGINIA 25143
WM. D- (BILL) GIBSON

.

LooJdng to the Future

DON KARNES
«eCO«DeR-T*EASu«e«
7=5-33.1

MAY011

75S— BO4*

.

» . « , « « » »
May
2, 1980

City Council
.
City of Nitro
Nitro, West Virginia
Gentlemen:

I

I

As you by now know, certain conditions beyond my control
have necessitated my entry into the Charleston General Hospital.
However, there presently is before Council an issue which I
feel is of the utmost importance and necessitates our attention
and consideration. That issue is the matter of the certification
of the recent annexation election.
As all of you know, there have been several discussions between the officials of the City and officials of the
various industries in our neighboring industrial complex, which
discussions, while being cordial from the stand point of communication between the parties, is severely hindered by the lack
of resolution of the certification issue. It has been clearly, ^v
stated to me that before any substantive resolution can be arrived
at, the certification question must be first cleared. I agree
with this assertion and feel that the lack of resolution has
also endangered the possibility of much needed raises for our
city employees which conceiveably, if left in this posture,
could ultimately result in the reduction of municipal services
to our citizens.
Based upon the foregoing, and after considerable thought,
I have concluded that it is in the best interest of the city
and its citizens, as well as the city employees, to request
that City Council certify the annexation election as having
been defeated thereby allowing the negotiation process with
the industry officials to be concluded in a satisfactory manner.
The intention of the industry officials to help the City is
obvious from the fact that they have initiated the negotiating
process and have clearly - evidenced a desire to economically
aid the City. While there may be some who would feel that it
would be better to "hardnose" the industries, my experience
tells me that mature judgment should over-ride emotions of retaliation.
It is truly in the best interest of our citizens and
employees to provide the best form and highest level of municipal
service, which I feel can and will be provided with the assistance
of our industrial neighbors upon the resolution of the annexation
matter.
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City Council
May 2, 1980
Page Two

I

I sincerely hope that each of you understand and share
my feelings in this matter and I, as your Mayor, urge that you
act expedltiously in this matter so that our employees will
know their status no later than our next regularly scheduled
Council meeting.
Very truly yours,

William D. Gibson
Mayor
P. S.
I would appreciate having this read in open council
and made a part of the minutes.

I
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen moved that this
be placed in the Annexation Committee. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.
Councilman
Hughart amended the motion to include the resolution
which he made as of last council meeting along with the
letter from the Mayor. The motion was then passed
unanimously as amended.
At this time City Recorder, Don Karnes, announced that the Planning Commission had had a request
that a parcel of land be rezoned. Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington introduced an Ordinance (in referenc.e to
that parcel of Land) into the minutes for first reading,
as follows:

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE GITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.
#

INTRODUCED BY:

Mel-JPennington

ORDINANCE NO.:

WHEREAS, pursuant to a public hearing held at 8:00 o'clock
P.M. on May 5, 1980, before the Planning and Zoning Commission of
the City of Nitro, in the Council Chambers at the City Hall in
Nitro, West Virginia, consideration was given to a petition submitted to the City Council of the City of Nitro requesting the
rezoning classification from R-2 to B-2 of certain real estate in
the City of Nitro, Kanawha County, West Virginia, hereinafter more
particularly bounded and described; and,

I

WHEREAS, it would appear to the City Council of the City
of Nitro, West Virginia, that it would be to the best advantage of
the City of Nitro, its citizens and other property owners affected
by said rezoning; and,
WHEREAS, Area No. 6, which has heretofore been rezoned to
B-2, extends to the center of 19th Street and the rezoning of the
portion affected by this Ordinance would be only an extension of
Area No. 6.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of
the City of Nitro that beginning at a point where the centerline
of 19th Street intersects with the easterly line of First Avenue
and thence running with the centerline of 19th Street to its

I

intersection with the westerly line of Second Avenue and thence
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running with the westerly line of Second Avenue to a point where

I

the centerline of 18th Street intersects with said westerly line
of said Second Avenue, and thence running with the centerline of
18th Street in a westerly direction to a point in the easterly line
of First Avenue and thence running with the easterly Hine of First
Avenue to the point of beginning and embracing in said area Lots
Nos. 1802, 1QOI±, 1806, 1808, 1810, 1812, 18U|, 1816, 1818, 1901,
1903, 1905, 1907, 1909, 1911, 1913, 1915, 1917, Area »R", Nitro
Reservation, as shown upon a map of same of record in the Office
of the Clerk of the County Commission of Kanawha County, West
Virginia, are all to be rezoned from classification R-2 to B-2.
Introduced on First Reading on the

day of May,

1980.

I

Adopted and passed by the Common Council of the City of
Nitro upon Second Reading on the

_ day of

,1980.

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NITRO

CITY RECORDER

I
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Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen seconded
the motion that that ordinance be adopted. City Attorney,
Jeremiah McCormick said that the State Code requires a 15
day notice prior to a public hearing. A vote was taken
on that motion and then passed unanimously.
City Recorder, Don Karnes stated that he would
take care of the necessary publications. Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington then moved that that particular
council meeting, which falls on election day, be moved
(along with the Public Hearing) to June 10, 1980.
Councilman Romie Hughart seconded the motion. It then
passed unanimously.
Correspondence since last council meeting is as
follows ( all correspondence is in the supplemental file
to the minutes):
1. Letter to Mayor Gibson from Police Chief K.R. Webb
in reference to Policemen's qualifying on the firing
range.

I

2. Letter from City Attorney to Mr. Moss. Councilman
Cassell moved that this be referred to the Nitro
Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, The motion was
approved unanimously.
Don Karnes, City Recorder, then called for
Committee Chairman Reports.
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen: no reports.
He did, however, ask about what was being done about the
fire hydrants being placed on 18th Street and Broadway.
Don Karnes stated that he had been in touch with the water
company and had gotten a preliminary price on both.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington: He announced
that there would be a Public Hearing in the City Council
Chambers at 9:30 A.M., Thursday, May 8, 1980, concerning
the proposed increase of the Sanitary Sewer Rates.
Also, he said that someone had carried off the
barrell in front of the Woman's Club and would like to have
it replaced.
Councilman at Large Jack Legg: no reports.
Councilman Gus Bailey: He said that he had
received lots of complaints about cars going the wrong
way on Old County Road which is a one way street.
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Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell:

no reports.

City Attorney, Jeremiah McCormick: no reports.
Councilman Romie Hughart: He made a motion that
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open permits be given to the candidates to have parades
with 2 days notice and approval of the Police Chief
along with the marked parade route, the time, and the
length of the parade. Councilman Gus Bailey seconded
the motion. The motion failed with 2 in favor
(Councilman Bailey and Councilman Hughart) and 3
against (Councilman at Large Pennington, Councilman at
Large Dr. Allen, and Councilman Cassell).

I

Don Karnes, City Recorder: He said that he
wanted to announce publicly that he was taking a vacation, but would stop in and stay in touch so that he
could take care of the election and other necessary
matters.
The meeting was then adjourned.

Mayor William D. Gibson

Don Karnes, City Recorder

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
MAY 20, 1980

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro
City Council was held in chambers Tuesday, May 20, 1980,
at 8:00 P.M. Present were Mayor William D. Gibson, Don
Karnes, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen,
Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Dr. Guy Gassell, Councilman Romie
Hughart, Councilman Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus
Bailey. Also present was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The invocation was given by Reverend Wilbur
Turner of St. Paul's United Methodist Church.
APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY
6 1980: Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved that
the minutes be accepted. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell. It then passed unanimously.
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COMPLAINT REGARDING TOO MANY SIGNS ON MICHIGAN
AVENUE: Councilman Dean Miller made a motion to place
this in the Street Sign Committee. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion then
passed.
SPEED LIMIT IN BROOKHAVEN: Mrs. Janice Weibl spoke
concerning the lowering of speed limits in Brookhaven.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved that this be put
in the Street and Traffic Committee to be researched along
with a committee of involved and concerned citizens from
Brookhaven. Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell seconded that
motion. It then passed.
LETTER FROM MRS. BENITA S. MULLINS, 3702 37TH
STREET IN REFERENCE TO NO PARKING SIGN AT HER DRIVEWAY?
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved that this be
put in Committee until next meeting. The motion was
then seconded by Councilman at Large Dr, R. V. Allen.
It then passed unanimously.
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REZONING PROPOSAL ON 18TH AND 19TH STREETS:
Don Karnes~City Recorder,stated that the street numbers
pointed out in the City Ordinance regarding the rezoning
of this area are wrong and should be corrected before the
second reading.
Residents living in this area were at the
council meeting and asked many questions concerning
the rezoning. Residents from 18th street were upset
about heavy equipment tearing up their street and they

also were interested in making it one way. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington made a motion that these ideas
be put in the Street and Traffic Committee. Councilman
Dr. Cassell seconded this motion and it passed unanimously.
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ANNEXATION COMMITTEE REPORT: Councilman Dr. Cassell
stated that upon the recommendation of the Annexation
Committee he made a motion that council declare the
annexation vote "defeated". The motion was seconded by
Councilman Dean Miller. The motion passed with only one
(1) opposing vote that being of Don Karnes, City Recorder.
CONSOLIDATION OF AMBULANCE SERVICE BETWEEN
NITRO AND CROSS LANES: Councilman Gus Bailey moved that
council accept the rough draft submitted by KCAA. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell. It then
passed with only one (1) opposing vote that being of
Councilman Romie Hughart.
CORRESPONDENCE SINCE LAST MEETING: (All
correspondence is kept in the supplemental file to the
minutes).
1. The Mayor stated that he had just recently
received an Official Order, dated March 4, 1980, signed by
Charles Miller and Phil Sheets of the State Department of
Highways, officially accepting Main Avenue into the State
Highway System.
2. In reference to a letter dated March 24, 1980,
from Governor Rockefeller to Mayor Gibson, concerning the
two-hundred, sixty-thousand dollar ($260,000.00) state
funding of a maintenance garage. Some men from Economic
and Community Development met with the mayor, Don Karnes,
City Recorder, and Gene Williams, Directbr of Public Works.
Mayor Gibson requested that council give their approval to
allow Appalachian Engineers to prepare plans and
specifications for the maintenance garage so bids can
be accepted. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a
motion that the request be granted and it was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. The motion passed
with only one (1) opposing vote that being of Councilman
at Large Jack Legg. Mayor Gibson stated that construction
can start immediately after July 1, 1980 because the $260,000.00
has already benn allocated.
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3. Letter Dated May 5, 1980 from Hartford Insurance
in reference to Defensive drivers training for the Police Dept.
DON KARNES, CITY RECORDER: He then made a motion
that the Commissionersin the upcoming election be approved
by council. They are as follows:

I
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COMMISSIONERS FOR NITRO CITY ELECTION - JUNE 3, 1980

I

PRECINCT 363

NITRO HIGH SCHOOL
CHARMAINE MAZZEI, 1 HARRINGTON RD.
BILL CRAWFORD, 2541 3RD. AVENUE

PRECINCT 364

NITRO HIGH SCHOOL
LELAND Q. CAMPBELL, 2437 3RD. AVENUE
DOLLY KILGORE, 2337 23RD. STREET

PRECINCT 365

776-3125
755-2303

755-1646
755-4626

NITRO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
GRACE DRAPER, 1530 15TH STREET
755-1437
MRS. THOMAS INGRAM, JR. 1533 15TH ST. 755-1420

PRECINCT 366

BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
JESSIE RAYNES, 1123 11TH STREET
MARY MILLER, 1120 11TH STREET

PRECINCT 367

I

BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DOROTHY MARUISH, 1427 W, 14TH STREET
DELORIS McGUCKEN, 1525 FENTON CIRCLE

PRECINCT 368

755-3525
755-1586

755-1280
727-0576

BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
',' i fTrWv1-'

.JUDY JONES, 200 JUNIPER STREET
SARAH TIDQUIST, 1109 PARK AVENUE
PRECINCT 369

WEST SATTES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
REBA LEWIS, 1343 VALENTINE CIRCLE
EVELYN SHEPHERD, 210 LEE AVENUE

PRECINCT 370

755-3658
755-3228

722-5796
722-3203

WEST SATTES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
OLLIE HANCOCK, 711 KANAUHA AVENUE, SO. 727-3792
NANCY MELLERT, 708 KANAWHA AVE. SO.

PRECINCT 22

NITRO-PUTNAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
VIRGINIA ROUSH, 3610 36TH STREET
PAULINE ROMINE, 2538 3RD AVENUE

I

755-4635^
755-2518

Councilman at Large >jel Penntngton seconded that motion^
It then passed -unanimously.
\
At this time NT: Karnes introduced a resolution
as follows;
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R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, in the recent past the City of Nitro has experienced
^
a serious deficit in it's municipal budget resulting from an inability •
of the City of Nitro to expand it's tax base; and

"

™

WHEREAS, it is apparent that the City of Nitro has exhausted all
of it's possible remedies relative to the imposition of additional
taxes and the expansion of it's existing tax base; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro is currently faced with a substantial
and serious deficit which impairs the ability of the City of Nitro to
provide it's citizens with adequate and proper municipal services; and
WHEREAS, the City of Nitro has determined that it's recent
efforts to expand it's tax base by annexation were unsuccessful; and
WHEREAS, as a result of the dire financial condition of the
City of Nitro it is imperative that the City take immediate measures"
»•'
to attempt to reduce the aforesaid deficit and provide additional

I

revenues to ensure that proper and adequate municipal services may be
provided in the future.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Mayor of the City of Nitro immediately communicate with
the appropriate representatives of the Civic Benefit Association for the
purpose of convening at the earliest possible date the members of said
Civie Benefit Association along with the members of the City Council
of the City of Nitro for the purpose of formally requesting from said
Civic Benefit Association a grant of monies sufficient to eradicate
the existing deficit in the municipal budget and to secure sufficient
funds to provide the necessary and deserved increases in compensation
for the municipal employees engaged in the rendering of essential
services and for the purpose of negotiating a continuing and ongoing
financial relationship between said Civic Benefit Association and the
City of Nitro for the mutual benefit of said parties.
Introduced before Council this 20th day of May, 1980.

I
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MEMORANDUM OF llAW

I

T0:

A_ mrvt-i c\ iiaq made hv Don Karnes to accept
"
W
S
f
e
W &mm*fy Councilman
at^argTjack Legg. It was then approved by a unanimous vote.
At this time Don Karnes made a motion that the City
A:ttorneyK}s^Sp&i^WHS^Ce^tiyi^SftftNeX the Annexation
Election be placed also in the supplemental file to the
minutas, Ibfi motion was seconded by Councilman Dean Miller.

The election in question was held p u r s u a n t to a petition
filed with the City Counsel of the City of Nitro requesting that
certain territory be annexed to the City of Nitro, said petition
having been filed in accordance with West Virginia Code, Chapter
8, Article 6, Section 2, entitled "Petition For Annexation" said
article recites that "the election shall be held superintended
and conducted and the results thereof ascertained, c e r t i f i e d , re-turned
and canvassed in the same manner and by the same individuals as

I

elections for municipal o f f i c e r s " .

certification

Therefore,

the procedure for

of the results of an election held pursuant to a

petition for a n n e x a t i o n is governed by said a r t i c l e .
The procedure for certification of results of elections for
municipal o f f i c e r s is more specifically d e s i g n a t e d by the m u n i c i p a l
ordinances of the City of Nitro.
deals generally

Chapter 8 of said ordinances

with elections conducted by the m u n i c i p a l i t y

more specifically, Chapter 8, Article 12, entitled "Ascertaining
R e s u l t s " , governs the procedure r e l a t i v e to the d e t e r m i n i n g of

I

CO
CD
CXI

A motion was made my Don Karnes to accept this
resolution. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Jack Legg, It was then approved by a unanimous ^vote.

I

At this time Don Karnes made a motion that the City
Attotney's opinion on the Certification of the Annexation
Election be placed, also, in the supplemental file to t h e .
minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dean Miller.The motion then passed.
MEMORANDUM OF. LAW
TO:

NITRO CITY COUNCIL ANNEXATION COMMITTEE

FROM:
ISSUE:

JEREMIAH F.

MCCORMICK, CITY ATTORNEY

CERTIFICATION OF RESULTS OF ANNEXATION ELECTION

The election in question was held pursuant to a petition
f i l e d with the City Counsel of the City of Nitro requesting that
certain territory be annexed to the City of Nitro, said petition
having been filed in accordance with West Virginia Code, Chapter
8, Article 6, Section 2, entitled "Petition For Annexation" said

I

article recites that "the election shall be held superintended

and conducted and the results thereof ascertained, c e r t i f i e d , r e t u r n e d
and canvassed in the same manner and by the same individuals as
elections for municipal o f f i c e r s " .

Therefore,

the procedure for

c e r t i f i c a t i o n of the r e s u l t s of an election held p u r s u a n t to a
p e t i t i o n for a n n e x a t i o n is governed by said a r t i c l e .
The procedure for c e r t i f i c a t i o n of r e s u l t s of elections for
municipal officers

is more s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n a t e d by the m u n i c i p a l

o r d i n a n c e s of the City of Nitro.
d e a l s generally

Chapter 8 of said ordinances

with e l e c t i o n s c o n d u c t e d by the m u n i c i p a l i t y

more specifically, Chapter 8, A r t i c l e 12, entitled "Ascertaining
R e s u l t s " , governs the procedure r e l a t i v e to the d e t e r m i n i n g of

I
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the results of any municipal election'.however, said section does ;•

I

not specify any procedure relative to the certification of the
results of a municipal election.

Therefore, as a result of the

absence of any specific procedure established by the municipal
ordinances, it is necessary to refer to the West Virginia State
Code in order to ascertain the proper procedure for certification
of election results.
West Virginia Code, Chapter 3, Section 6, Article 9, deals
with the public declaration of results generally.

Said section

recites the responsibilities relative to the canvassing board
which said responsibilities will analagous to the responsibilities
established by Section 8, Article 12, of the Ordinances of the
City of Nitro.

Said Section further recites that "After canvassing

I

the returns of the election the board shall publicly declare the
results of the election; however they shall not enter an order
certifying such results for a period of forty-eight (48) hours
after such declaration".

Said Section further recites the

procedure to be implemented in the event an aggrieved canvate
demands a recount.

Said section, therefore, specifically imposes

upon the board of canvass the responsibility of making a public
declaration of the results of the election within a designated
time period.
Therefore, I am of the opinion that the City Counsel of the
City of Kitro, acting as the board of canvass, in accordance with

I
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Chapter 8-, Section 12, of the Nitro City Ordinances, was required

I

to'make a public declaration of' the^esults 'of the election within
.'forty-eight (48)'hours of the completion of the canvass and that
said Declaration was to be reduced to the form'of a written order
certifying the election results within an additional forty-eight
(48) hour period failure by the City Counsel of the City of Nitro
to follow statutory procedure as aforesaid renders any subsequent
declaration by said board null and void.
Mayor Gibson at this point requested that the abstract
dated March 4, 1980, in reference to Main Avenue being taken
back into the West Virginia State Road System, be made part
of the minutes.

I

THE WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OP HIGHWAYS
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA
ABSTRACT
FROM
THE RECORDS OF THE COMMISSIONER'S ORDERS
DATED

March 4,

Djrtribution.

1980

Pursuant to authority vested in the Commissioner by
Chapter 17, Article 2A, Section 8 of the Official Code of West
Virginia, 1931, as amended, the Commissioner, upon recommendation
of the Director, Maintenance Division, and concurrence of the
Director, Statewide Planning Division, the Chief Engineer-

I

Operations, Chief Engineer-Planning, and the Deputy CommissionerState Highway Engineer, hereby ORDERS the ADDITION of the
following described section of highway to the State Local Service

iR

systerr in KANAWIIA COUHTY, DISTRICT ONS;
C

LI j. \n
Mary

District

'!

Dne

['.i
i(

ana wv ^b Spur (St. Albans-Nitro Bridge), 0.02 mile
south of the junction of WV 25 Spur with WV 25; thence,
in a northerly direction a: distance of 1.70 miles along
First (Main) Avenue to Lock Street; thence, in an easterly direction 0.20 mile to a junction with WV 25. Total
length to be added, 1.90 miles.
•%
Assigned WV 25 Alt. Municipal

bounty
!
Commission ii
)Cpt.

Of

(State Local Service).

•

Entered this 4th day of March, 1980,

;1

^ublic
Safety
lotor
"ruck
issoc.

j,
|l

Charles L. Miller
West Virginia Commissioner of Highways

||

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

:ontractors
.ssoc. of •::

V

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTHSNT OF HIGHWAYS, to wit:

:

|! .
j.'
\'
i

I, Philip J. Sheets, Executive Secretary of the West Virginia Department
...-n.;;
of Highways, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true abstract from

[•

the Orders of the West Virginia Commissioner of Highways entered of
record on the _Jth

day of

March

1980 •

' Given'under my hand and seal of the West Virginia Department of
Highways this

4th

day of

March

19.8.Q_»

.
Executive /S^retary of the West
Virginia Department of Highways

COUNCILMAN DEAN MILLER: No reports.
COUNCILMAN ROMIE HUGHART: At this time he made a
motion that the Beaumont Development Company not be permitted
to do anything further unless they comply with the Board
of Zoning Appeals letter. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion was
then passed.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. R. V. ALLEN: He noted
that he objected to the closing of the lobby of the Nitro
Post Office. He also wanted to know how other Council
members felt about this issue.
Councilman Dean Miller said that he also objected
to this idea. He made a motion that this council go on

I
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I

record as objecting to the closing of the Post Office
Lobby and that the mayor write a letter to the United
States Post Office telling Council's feelings,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington seconded that motion.
Councilman Hughart made a motion that he
would like a copy of the motion be sent to -Senator
Byrd and Senator Randolph and future Congressman of
District #3. Councilman Dean Miller seconded that motion.
At this time council voted on the amended
motion. It passed unanimously.
Secondly, council
voted on the first motion. It passed unanimously, also.
At this time, Councilman at Large Dr, Allen
stated that he had been to Morgantown, West Virginia
attending a meeting of the Municipal League of Cities.
He also stated that he had a letter from the United
States Treasury stating that the City of Nitro will be
losing $48,000.00 in Revenue Sharing per year.
He also stated that the City of Bluefield,
West Virginia is in trouble because they charge a
franchise tax on their Cable Television and that Nitro
also does and that Nitro will probably loose that tax.

I

COUNCILMAN DR. GUY CASSELL: No reports.
COUNCILMAN GUS BAILEY:

No reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE JACK LEGG: No reports.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE MEL PENNINGTON:

No reports

The meeting was then adjourned.

_

ay or William

I

_

IL Gibson

_^

Don Karnes , City Recorder

to
h-».
CD
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PUBLIC HEARING

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JUNE 10, 1980
7:30 p.m.
PRESENT: Mayor William D. Gibson
Don Karnes, City Recorder
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen
Councilman at Large Jack Legg
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
Councilman Dean Miller
Councilman Romie Hughart
Councilman Dr. Guy Cassell
Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney

City
that
four
then

I

The public hearing opened with the Mayor addressing the
Council members and the public that was in attendance by stating
the Bank of Nitro had requested the Planning Commission to rezone
(4) lots of land on 19th Street (1912, 1914, 1916, & 1918). He
asked that the City Recorder, Don Karnes be recognized.

Don Karnes stated that this was a Public Hearing that is
to be held and that it had been duly advertised. He then asked if
there were any questions.
Mr. Jividen, who was present in the audience, is the owner
of 1906 19th Street. He asked if someone would explain the purpose
of this rezoning.
A representative of the Bank of Nitro, Mr. Robert Farrell,
Vice President, explained that the Bank was only interested in getting
four (4) parcels of land rezoned. Those lots which are now vacant and
owned by the Bank are 1912, 1914, 1916 and 1918.
He stated that the Bank was wanting to install a four (4)
unit drive-in facility. This would be kept neat and would be cleaned
daily. It would take 40 automobiles (10 in each lane) at the same
time, which would eliviate any traffic on 19th Street. The automobiles
would enter from 19th Street and exit on 2nd Avenue.
Mayor Gibson stated that at the present time lots 1902 and
1904 are already zoned for business and that lots 1906, 1908 and 1910,
which would be in the middle of the block, are still residential.

I

Councilman Dean Miller asked if the owners of those houses
were represented. The owners of 1906 and 1908 were present and they
expressed their desire not to be rezoned.
Mr. Orville Smith of 18th Street expressed his desire for
none of the lots to be rezoned.
At this time the Mayor asked if anyone else had any questions.
There were no more questions at this time.
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved that the meeting
be adjourned. Don Karnes, City Recorder, seconded the motion. At this
time the Public Hearing was adjourned.

Mayor William D. Gibson

I

Don Karnes, City Recorder

I

I

I
BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.

INTRODUCED BY:

ORDINANCE NO.:

WHEREAS, pursuant to a public hearing held before the
City Council of Nitro, in the Council Chambers, located at the City
Hall, Nitro, West Virginia, on June 10, 1980, at 7:30 o'clock P.M.
and notice of said hearing having been duly published in the
Charleston Gazette - Mail, newspapers of general circulation in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, as required by law, consideration was
given to a petition previously submitted to the City Council of

I

Nitro requesting the rezoning classification from R-2 to B-2 of
certain real estate situate in the City of Nitro,; and,
WHEREAS, pursuant to said public hearing, the City
Council of Nitro finds that it would be to the best interest and
advantage of the City of Nitro, its citizens and other property
owners to make certain changes in the zoning ordinance, as hereinafter set out.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of
the City of Nitro, that all of Lots Nos. 1912, 19H4-, 1916 and 1918,
in Area "R" of the Nitro Reservation in the City of Nitro, Kanawha
County, West Virginia, as shown upon a map of the City of Nitro,
and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of

I

Kanawha County, West Virginia, are all to be rezoned from Classification R-2 to B-2.

V

I

I

Introduced on First Reading on the 10th day of June,
1980.
Adopted and passed by the Common Council of the City
of Nitro upon Second Reading on the

day of

1980.

MAYOR, CITY <JF NITRO

I
ATTEST:

CITY RECORDER

I

I

I

I
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING

1

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JUNE 10, 1980

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in chambers on Tuesday, June 10, 1980 at 8:00 P.M. Present
were the Honorable Mayor William D. Gibson, Don Karnes, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Dr. R. V. Allen, Councilman at Large Jack I/egg,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Gus Bailey, Councilman
Dean Miller, Councilman Romie Hughart and Councilman Guy Cassell. Also
present was Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.

The invocation was given by Councilman Dean Miller.
Mayor then called the meeting to order.

The

APPROVAL OF MAY 20, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Don Karnes,
City Recorder, moved that the minutes be approved. That motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion was then
approved by a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC MEETING AS DULY ADVERTISED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
WEST VIRGINIA CODE, IN REFERENCE TO A RE-ZONING REQUEST MADE BY THE
BANK OF NITRO INVOLVING CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND SITUATED ON 19TH STREET,
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA (KANAWHA COUNTY): Don Karnes, City Recorder, made
a"motion to rezone Tots""19T2",~T9T4~,"T916, 1918 from R2 to B2. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington. The motion passed with
only one opposing vote which was that of Councilman Romie Hughart and one
abstaining vote which was that of Councilman Dean Miller.

I

CANVASS RESULTS OF CITY ELECTION OF JUNE 3,

1980:

RESULTS

MAYOR
COUNT
386
463
759
360
512

JAMES A. AMBERGEY
DON KARNES
ARDEN "ART" ASHLEY
0. C. SANDERS, JR.
WM. "BILL" GIBSON

CITY RECORDER

I

546
1706

*

STANLEY W. HARRIS
SHARON HOWARD THOMAS

Ordinance attached on a motion by Councilman at Large Pennington
and seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen (Council Meeting
June 30, 1980 - Page 217, Council Meeting Minutes - Book 17.
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COUNCIL AT LARGE
COUNT
1126
1066
675
909
446
636

MARY TROUT
MEL PENNINGTON
STEVEN WEST
JACK L. LEGG
ROMIE HUGHART
J. E. HUTCHINSON

1506

RUSTY CASTO

t

COUNCIL FIRST WARD
251
314
226

ORVILLE "BUTCH" MILLER
A. A. JOE SAVILLA
GUY R. CASSELL

COUNCIL SECOND WARD
211

RONALD S. KING

19

TRUDA NULL

31
102
24

HERSHEL A. FACEMYER
LEO BOGGESS
MARJORIE FAULKNIER

COUNCIL THIRD WARD
57
118
68
19
119
98
163

MRS. MARY ALLICE HILL
DANA F. JOHNSTON
HARLEY M. GOFF, JR.
CURTIS R. BREWER
DEAN MILLER
IVAN MEADOWS
OMAR CUNNINGHAM

I

COUNCILMAN FORTH WARD
250
281

CLARENCE GERALD "JERRY" HUDSON
JOHN W. "JACK" MOON

Don Karnes, City Recorder made the motion to vote absentee
ballots. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey. The motion
passed with only one opposing vote which was that of Councilman at
Large Pennington.
Don Karnes, made the motion not to count an absentee ballot
because of improper signature. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Dr. R. V. Allen. It was then passed unanimously.
After all the election results had been canvassed, Councilman
at Large Allen made a motion to certify this to be official. Councilman
Cassell seconded that motion. It then passed unanimously.

I
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REQUEST MADE BY RESIDENTS OF BROOKHAVEN THAT THE SPEED LIMIT
BE MADE UNIFORM, POSSIBLY 15 MILES PER HOUR: Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington moved to put this in committee until next council meeting.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell and passed unanimously.
MR. JOHN W. BURGESS, JR. 511 MICHIGAN AVENUE IS CONCERNED

THAT THERE MAY BE TOO MANY STREET SIGNS ERECTED ON MICHIGAN AVENUE, SOUTH:
Councilman Dean Miller moved to put this on the agenda for the next council
meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr. Cassell. It then
passed unanimously.
LETTER FROM MRS. BENITA S. MULLINS, 3702 37th STREET, REQUESTING
THAT A NO PARKING SIGN BE ERECTED AT HER DRIVEWAY: Councilman Dr. Cassell
moved to keep in committee until next meeting. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen. It then passed with three opposing votes
belonging to Councilman Dean Miller, Don Karnes, City Recorder and
Councilman at Large Jack Legg.
POSSIBILITY OF CONSOLIDATION OF AMBULANCE SERVICE BETWEEN NITRO
AND CROSS LANES: Councilman Gus Bailey announced that there would be a
joint meeting with Cross Lanes Ambulance service Thursday, June 12, 1980
at 7:30 at Cross Lanes Fire Station. He invited all council members and
all newly elected council members to attend. Council decided to have a
finance committee meeting Tuesday, June 17, at 7:00 P.M.

I

GRANT PERMISSION FOR WILLIAM GIBSON TO SIGN A $260,000 AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE CITY OF NITRO AND THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF ECONOMIC AND
DEVELOPMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MAINTENANCE GARAGE FOR THE CITY OF
NITRO: Councilman Dean Miller moved to grant Mayor Gibson permission to
sign the agreement and it was seconded by City Recorder, Don Karnes. The
motion was approved.
REQUEST APPROVAL TO AUTHORIZE FOR SEALED BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION
OF A MAINTENANCE GARAGE: The mayor then asked for permission to publicly
advertise as required by law for sealed bids to be opened on June 30, 1980
at 2:00 P.M.
Don Karnes then made a motion to go ahead with the advertising
proposal. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cassell. The motion passed
with three opposing votes which were those of Councilman Miller, Councilman
at Large Legg and Councilman Hughart.
At this point, Don Karnes, City Recorder asked that the Mayor
request Appalachian Engineers to prepare the advertisement.
The Mayor then asked if he could have a motion to have the
Council meeting on June 30, 1980. Councilman Hughart so moved. The
City Recorder, Don Karnes, seconded that motion. It then passed unanimously.

I

CITYWIDE CLEANUP PROJECT: The Mayor stated that the City of
Nitro in cooperation with the State Department of Highways and Governor
Rockefeller had arranged to have a City wide cleanup from June 16 through
June 27, 1980. The trash will be taken to a central location on 19th
Street (Plant Road);on June 26 and 27th the state will haul it off at
their own expense. The Mayor further stated that the city should be free
of all trash at the end of the cleanup period.
PROPOSED SANITARY BOARD BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 1980-81:

The Mayor
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then gave each member of council a copy of the budget.
CORRESPONDENCE (ALL CORRESPONDENCE IS KEPT IN THE
SUPPLEMENTAL FILE TO THE MINUTES):
1. Letter dated May 15, 1980 to Mayor William D. Gibson
from Charles L. Miller of the West Virginia Department of Highways in
reference to the llth Street Railroad Corssing's Flashing lights.
2. Letter dated May 20, 1980 to Mayor William D. Gibson
from Appalachian Engineers in reference to Main Avenue.
3. Complimentary letter in reference to the Police Department
dated May 22, 1980 from Mr. Miller, President of the Kanawha Brick and
Block Company.
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS:

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON: He said he would like for all outgoing
council members to hand over all booklets to their newly elected counterparts.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG: No reports.
COUNCILMAN BAILEY: No reports.
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:

No reports.

CITY ATTORNEY, JEREMIAH MCCORMICK:

No reports.

I

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN: He informed Council that the storm sewer
on 18th Street Hill is busted. Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
that council authorize court action to be taken in circuit court against
the property owners of 2175 and 2176 on 21st Street. Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington seconded that motion. The motion was then passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN HUGHART: He suggested that Council take action about the traffic
on 18th Street Hill. He stated that it is a one way street but the signs are
missing.
He then stated that fire alarms and police alarms had been
installed for Heck's without the permission of Council. He wanted to
know where permission had come from to do this. The Mayor stated that he
had given Hecks permission to install one alarm in the police department
since they were already tied into it.
COUNCILMAN MILLER: He stated that there were still abandoned cars on
Gum Street.
CITY RECORDER, DON KARNES:

No reports.

The meeting was then adjourned.

Mayor WilliaraD. Gibson

I
Don Karnes, City Recorder

BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.
INTRODUCED BY:

Don Karnes

ORDINANCE NO.:

80-2

WHEREAS, pursuant to a public hearing held before the
City Council of Nitro, in the Council Chambers, located at the City
Hall, Nitro, West Virginia, on June 10, 1980, at 7:30 o'clock P. M.
and notice of said hearing having been duly published in the
Charleston Gazette -Mail, newspapers of general circulation in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, as required by law, consideration was
given to a petition previously submitted to the City Council of
Nitro requesting the rezoning classification from R-2 to B-2 of
certain real estate situate in the City of Nitro,; and,
WHEREAS, pursuant to said public hearing, the City
Council of Nitro finds that it would be to the best interest and
advantage of the City of Nitro, its citizens and other property
owners to make certain changes in the zoning ordinance, as hereinafter set out.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of
the City of Nitro, that all of Lots Nos. 1912, 1914, 1916, and 1918,
in Area "R" of the Nitro Reservation in the City of Nitro, Kanawha
County, West Virginia, as shown upon a map of the City of Nitro,
and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of
Kanawha County, West Virginia, are all to be rezoned from Classification R-2 to B-2.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JUNE 30,, 1980
The regularly scheduled meeting of June 17, 1980
which was postponed until June 30, 1980 was held in the
Council Chambers Monday, June 30, 1980 at 8:00 P.M. Present
were Mayor William D. Gibson, Mr. Don Karnes, City Recorder^
Councilman at Large Dr. R, V. Allen, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman at Large Jack Legg, Councilman
Dr. Guy Cassell, Councilman Romie Hughart, Councilman
Dean Miller, and Councilman Gus Bailey, Also present was
Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Mayor William Gibson. The invocation was given by
Councilman Bailey.
1. APPROVAL OF JUNE 10, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman at Large Pennington moved the minutes
b~e approved. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen.

I
*

Mr. Karnes, City Recorder, stated that an ordinance
was introduced for the first reading in reference to the
rezoning request made by the Bank .of Nitro and that the
proper ordinance should be inserted into the minutes of
June 10, 1980 (Page 213 of the Council Meeting Minutes
Book - Book 17). A copy of the first reading of the
ordinance is attached hereto and made a part hereof (Page 213).
The motion and second were withdrawn and Councilman
at Large Pennington moved the June 10, 1980 Council Meeting
Minutes be accepted with the addition of the first reading of
ordinance as Mr. Karnes suggested. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and the motion passed
unanimously.

I

Mr. Karnes made a motion to move item 4 on the
agenda to number 2; to list the sanitary rate increase
and the Public Service Commission Order (Case No. 79-451-S-MA)
to number 3 and to list number 2 and number 3 to number 16 and
17. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen
and the motion passed unanimously.
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2. REZONING REQUEST MADE BY THE BANK OF NITRO
INVOLVING CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND SITUATED ON 19TH STREET:

I

Mr. Karnes made a motion to accept the second
reading of the ordinance.

THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

I
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BEFORE THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA.
INTRODUCED BY:

Don Karnes

ORDINANCE NO.:

80~2

WHEREAS, pursuant to a public hearing held before the
City Council of Nitro, in the Council Chambers, located at the City
Hall, Nitro, West Virginia, on June 10, 1980, at 7:30 o'clock P.M.
and notice of said hearing having been duly published in the
Charleston Gazette - Mail, newspapers of general circulation in the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, as required by law, consideration was
given to a petition previously submitted to the City Council of

I

Nitro requesting the rezoning classification from R-2 to B-2 of
certain real estate situate in the City of Nitro,; and,
WHEREAS, pursuant to said public hearing, the City
Council of Nitro finds that it would be to the best interest and
advantage of the City of Nitro, its citizens and other property
owners to make certain changes in the zoning ordinance, as hereinafter set out.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of
the City of Nitro, that all of Lots Nos. 1912, 1911}-, 1916 and 1918,
in Area "R" of the Nitro Reservation in the City of Nitro, Kanawha
County, West Virginia, as shown upon a map of the City of Nitro,
and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of

I

Kanawha County, West Virginia, are all to be rezoned from Classification R-2 to B-2.

Introduced on First Reading on the 10th day of June,

I

1980.
Adopted and passed by the Common Council of the City
of Nitro upon Second Reading on the *~ j£-_ day of

?*+"£

1980.

I
ATTEST:

CITY RECORDER

The motion was seconded by Councilman Bailey,
and the motion was approved by unanimous vote.
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, suggested the
city clerk be instructed to make appropriate changes on the
zoning map maintained by the city in reference to the rezoning
on 19th Street and Mr. Karnes, City Recorder said the
Bank of Nitro should be formally notified of Council's decision

I
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3. SANITARY RATE INCREASE: PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION ORDER (Case No. 79-451-S-MA) : Mayor Gibson
asked Mr.Dennis Vaughan,the Sanitary Board Attorney,
to bring council up-to-date as to the status of the order.
Mr. Vaughan stated that the council had before them a copy
of the order entered by the Public Service Commission of
West Virginia June 26, 1980. He said the essence of the
decision can be found in the appendix, number I where it
shows the present rates, the requested rates which were
requested by the Sanitary Board and amended by council,
and the approved rates by the Public Service Commission.
Mr. Vaughan stated the approved rate is based
upon the evidence which was presented by the Sanitary Board
before the Public Service Commission; that hearing was held
here in the Council Chambers May 8. After further discussion
Mr. Vaughan said it's self explanatory; the Sanitary Board is
required to file a tariff setting forth these rates with the
commission and begin to collect this next billing period, the
bills that will go out in August.
Mr. Vaughan said that it was the Sanitary Board's
decision that this be brought before council for council's
edification and that it be made a part of the minutes of
council for both this council and its successor.

I

A COPY IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF
(CASE NO. 79-451-S-MA).
Councilman Dr. Cassell made a motion to accept the
report. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart, and
the motion passed.. There were two councilmen who abstained,
Councilman Miller and Councilman at Large Pennington.
5. REQUEST MADE BY RESIDENTS OF BROOKHAVEN THAT
THE SPEED LIMIT"BE MADE UNIFORM, POSSIBLY 15 MILES PER HOUR:
Mrs .Janice Weibl,121 Brookhaven Drive read the petition and
stated that the petition was signed by 155 people. Councilman
Hughart, Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee, moved
that the petition be honored, that the speed limit be changed
to 15 miles per hour throughout Brookhaven and signs be posted
as soon as practical; and that the Police Department be
informed. The motion was seconded by Councilman Dr, Cassell,
and the motion passed unanimously.

I

6. MR. JOHN W. BURGESS, JR. 511 MICHIGAN AVENUE
IS CONCERNED THAT THERE MAY BE TOO MANY STREET SIGNS ERECTED
ON MICHIGAN AVENUE": Councilman Miller, Chairman of the Street
Sign Committee, said that the committee had not had a meeting
and therefore made a motion that this be tabled indefinitely.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington,
and the motion passed.
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7. LETTER FROM MRS. BONITA S. MULLINS, 3702 37th STREET,
REQUESTING A NO PARKING SIGN BE ERECTED AT HER DRIVEWAY;
Councilman Hughart, Chairman of the Street and Traffic Committee,
moved that this be tabled indefinitely or until Mrs. Mullins
presents the request again. The motion was seconded by Councilman '
Miller and the motion passed unanimously.

I

8. CONSOLIDATION OF AMBULANCE SERVICE BETWEEN NITRO AND
CROSS LANES: Councilman Bailey,Chairman of the Ambulance
Committee, stated that the City of Nitro Finance Committee had
met and at that time decided to recommend to council that the
new budget be amended to include a new account number for the
ambulance service.
Mr. Karnes stated that there was a line item there for
ambulance service but there were no allocations there.
Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, said they had two
alternatives, either make a reallocation of the budget as
already constituted or project additional revenues.
After further discussion and different point of views
were expressed it was council's decision that no action be taken
on the recommendation of the Finance Committee.
9. AWARD CONTRACT TO THE LOWEST BIDDER FOR CONSTRUCTION
OF A MAINTENANCE~GARAGElMayor Gibson asked Mr. Robert Hayne,
President of Appalachian Engineers, Inc. to give a report.
Mayor Gibson stated Mr. Hayne was present when the bids were
opened, and he requested that Mr. Hayne pass around the specifications and plans for the construction of a maintenance garage.

I

Mr. Hayne said bids were received from six contractors.
He said we estimated there would be $225,000 available as the
basis on which to determine the low bidder.
He read the bids which were taken on the first four
items:
1. Royal Construction Company,

$220,635

2. Wiseman Construction

$237,000

3.

J. A. Wilson Company

$275,000

4.

Ed-Pat Construction Company

$283,000

5.

E. E. Moore

$284,000

6.

Upton Company

$315,000

Mr. Hayne said it was their recommendation that council
accept the low bid of Royal Construction ($220,635) for the
first 4 items down to and including the office bay, without
heat in the garage area at this time.

I
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Councilman at Large Dr. Allen made a motion
to accept the recommendation of Mr. Hayne. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Karnes. Mayor Gibson called for a vote.
Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, Councilman Cassell, and
Mr. Karnes voted for. Councilman at Large Pennington,
Councilman at Large Legg, Councilman Bailey, Councilman
Miller,and Councilman Hughart voted opposing. Those
voting in opposition were of the opinion that the incoming
administration should review the bids and make the final
decision. Mayor Gibson stated the opposing votes carried.
10. CITY WIDE CLEANUP PROJECT FROM JUNE 16
THROUGH JUNE 27, 1980:Mayor Gibson complimented the
employees who worked on the cleanup project and stated
that the city is now free of litter and trash.
11. NITRO ELEMENTARY P.T.A. REQUEST (SCHOOL
CARNIVAL) TO SOLICIT BUSINESSES: Mr. Karnes, City Recorder,
made a motion to grant the request. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Miller and the motion passed unanimously.
12.

I

SUBDIVISION OF A LOT ON MICHIGAN AVENUE SOUTH:

Mr. Karnes stated that Mr. Taylor had two houses on one lot
in the 500 block of Michigan Avenue and he wanted to make
two lots out of one.
Mr. McCormick stated the appropriate procedure
would be to refer the petition to the Planning Commission and
the Zoning Commission for their recommendation so the
Planning Commission and the Zoning Commission can establish
a date for a public hearing to receive public input and
make their recommendation to Council.
Mr. Karnes made a motion to refer Mr. Taylor's
petition to the Planning and Zoning Commission. The motion
was seconded by< Councilman at Large Pennington, and the motion
passed.
13. LETTER DATED JUNE 23, 1980 FROM JAY LONG IN REFERENCE TO $1,250 FIREWORKSlMayor Gibson stated that
council received a copy of this letter. (Letter is in the
supplement file to the minutes.) Mayor Gibson said that
he had requested this letter in writing.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington said for the record
in 1975, $316.00 was spent on fireworks; in 1976, $471.50;
in 1977, $495.00; in 1978, $562.50; in 1979, $649.00, and
in 1980, $1,250.00 was purchased by Mr. Long without
authorization.

14. PROPOSED MEETING BETWEEN THE CITY OF NITRO AND
THE CIVIC BENEFITSASSOCIATION
Mayor Gibson stated that
recently a resolution was passed by the governing body requesting that he attempt to organize another meeting with the
Civic Benefits Association which would be the fourth meeting.

I

Mayor Gibson said that he had set up a meeting with
Mr. Bill Patterson, President of the Civic Benefits Association
which was canceled because Mr. Patterson had to be out of town.
Mayor Gibson said he communicated with Mr. Patterson
once after that and it was Mr. Patterson's opinion that they
should have a joint meeting of this present governing body and
the incoming elected officials. Mayor Gibson said Mr. Patterson
seemed to be very anxious to have a joint meeting, he wanted to
resolve the matter as to the amount of contributions that they
were going to contribute in the future to the City of Nitro in
their efforts to come to the aid of the city with finances to
improve our tax base.
Mayor Gibson inquired if Mr. Ashley wanted to give
a report or comments at this time.
Mr. Ashley stated he had introductory meetings and
he had met with the Civic Benefits Association about two
weeks ago. Mr Ashley stated that he made an introductory
statement and left, that he wasn't a part of the business
meeting at all. He said the only thing he did was respond
to their request to be introduced to them.

I

Mr. Ashley stated, "I have not had anything in the
way of a specific conversation, I just offered to be present
and available. He mentioned to me, as well, there was a
pending joint meeting of some kind."
Councilman at Large Pennington asked, "But you have
not sit down and negotiated, in fact, any kind of arrangement
between the City of Nitro?"
Mr. Ashley replied, "Absolutely not."
15. PROPOSED BUS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS AND MEALS ON
WHEELS - KANAWHA VALLEY SENIOR^SERVICES AGENCY - MULTICAP:
Mayor Gibson stated that council had a copy of a letter dated
June 27, 1980 he had sent to Mrs. Taylor, Director of Nutrition
Program, Kanawha Valley Senior Services Agency, C/0 Multicap,
718 Morris Street, Charleston, WV 25332, in reference to
meals on wheels service for the City of Nitro, and a proposed
new Bus. (A copy of letter is in supplement file to the
minutes.)

I
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Mayor Gibson stated that the bus would be titled
in the name of Kanawha Valley Senior Services Agency, they
would assume all responsibility for the bus in so far as
liability is concerned. The only thing the City of Nitro
will have to do is furnish the bus driver.
After further discussion Councilman Miller made
a motion to recess for 5 minutes. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Hughart and passed.
16. FINANCIAL REPORT, FISCAL YEAR 1979-1980:
Mr Karnes, City Recorder and Chairman of the Finance
Committee, made a motion to approve the budget revisions
for the Fiscal Year 1979-1980, and send it to the state
tax department as required by law. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Miller. After some discussion
Mayor Gibson called for a vote, and the motion passed
unanimously.

THE BUDGET REVISIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979-1980

I

I

ARE AS FOLLOWS:

BUDGET REVISIONS
FISCAL YEAR 1979-1980
(Revenue)
Account
Discription

Account
Number

Budgeted

Ad Valorem Tax

301
308
309
312
332
333
335
338
341
345

184,727
7,500
3,000
30,500
211,000
60,000
500
27,300
7,500
6,600

176,773
8,653
1,904
21,211
264,649
75,044
1,981
22,095
6,776
10,905

347

29,300

22,041

348
350
360
362

800
284,000
37,200
1,000

265,113
19,360
1,000

368
399

NONE
2,000

6,200
25,714

63,030
955,957

21,017<
950,436

Building Permit Fees
Inspection Fees
Recreation Revenue
Gross Sales Tax
Utitlity Tax (2%)
Private Club License
Liquor Tax
License
Rents & Concessions
Court Costs. (Fees &
Charges)
Parking Violation
Penalties

Refuse Collection Fees
Charges to Other Funds
Franchise Fees
Repayment from
Sanitary Board
Miscellaneous
Unencumbered Balance
TOTALS
N'ET DIFFERANCE

Revisions

Minus

Plus

1979-1980

NONE

7,954

1,153
1,096
9,289
53,649
15,044
1,481

5,205
724
4,305
7,259

800
18,887
17,840

6,200
23,714
42,013
111,067
5,521

105,546

BUDGET REVISIONS

CM
FISCAL YEAR 1979-1980
(Expenditures)
Account

Account

Discription

Number

Office of Mayor

409
410

42,429
2,100

30,158
3,301

411

65,639

152,215

3,300

3,300

Members of Council

Budgeted
1979-1980

Revisions

Minus

Plus

12,271
1,201

Office of Recorder/
Treasurer
Office of Police
Judge

416
*

Office of City
Attorney

Building Inspector
Elections •
City Hall

Dog Warden
'Ambulance Service
Police Department
School Patrol
City Jail

Fire Department
Garbage & Landfill

Recreation-Playground
Swimming Pool

Libraries
Street Department
Central Garage
Contingencies
TOTALS
NET 'DIFFERANCE

86,576

417
436
438
440
446
448
455
458
461
500
530
540
542
553
570
576
999

3,300
8,848
3,000
96,221
5,203
NONE
210,839
6,500
4,000
136,141
177,191
8,774
27,257
10,368
122,108
12,000
10,739

.

120,967
69,892
19,363
4,075
12,244
114,972
3,719
1,200

15,174
107,299

955,957

950,436

216,864

3,681
6,806
1,668
204,087
6,933
1,124
189,931
NONE
NONE

381
2,042
1,332
107,866
1,730
1,124
20,908
6,500
4,000

10,589
22,382
1,876
7,136
8,281
9,539
5,521

211,343

17. FINANCIAL REPORT, FISCAL YEAR 1980-1981:
Councilman Dr.Cassell made a motion to receive the
Financial Report, Fiscal Year 1980-1981. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Hughart, and the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Karnes stated that the Financial Report, Fiscal Year 19801981 was subject to revisions of the new administration.

I

Mr. Karnes said that he had received a bill from
Raynes Electric from Sammy Raynes June 25, 1980, He said
this bill was not on the list nor had it been paid. It
dates back as far as March, 1975, and the total bill was
$2,232.18. He said he had no reason to believe the city
doesn't owe the bill.
Councilman at Large Legg made a motion the
City of Nitro makes every effort to pay to Mr. Raynes of
Raynes Electric the bill ($2,232.18) owed him as soon as
possible. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Dr. Allen, and the motion passed. There were two abstaining
votes, Councilman at Large Pennington, and Councilman Miller.

I
Mr. Karnes read a statement which is as follows.

I
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BEGINNING JULY 1, 1979 THE CITY OF NITRO STARTED USING
A SMALL COMPUTER FOR PAYROLL AND ACCOUNTING.

THIS HAS

GIVEN ME MANY ADVANTAGES OVER MY PREDECESSOR.

WITH A

COMPUTER THE ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE IS ENTIRELY DIFFERENT
FROM NOTEBOOKS AND JOURNALS.
ACCURATE.

IT IS MUCH QUICKER AND MORE

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE NEW ADMINISTRATION CONTINUE

TO USE THE COMPUTER SYSTEM.

MY BACKGROUND IN THE COMPUTER

FIELD HAS ENABLED ME TO DEVELOPE ALL THE SOFTWARE WE ARE NOW
USING WITH A MINIMUM OF OUTSIDE PROGRAMMING ASSISTANCE.

I

ALL

THE PROGRAMMING SO FAR DEVELOPED IS EXTREMELY FLEXABLE.
TO PICK-UP WHERE I LEFT OFF WILL TAKE A PERSON WHO IS FAIRLY
KNOWLEDGEABLE

IN RPG II PROGRAMMING.

IF THE NEW ADMINISTRA-

TION IS FACED WITH GOING TO THE PROGRAMMING MARKET FOR THIS
EXPERTISE, IT MAY BE COST PROHIBITIVE.

AS AN ALTERNATE, I

WOULD SUGGEST THE ADMINISTRATION INVESTIGATE THE COST AND
AVAILABILITY OF A MUNICIPAL SOFTWARE PACKAGE

THEN TRAIN

THEIR OWN PEOPLE TO OPERATE THE SYSTEM.
WHATEVER THE NEW ADMINISTRATION CHOOSES TC DO, IF I CAN
BE OF ANY ASSISTANCE ON ANY LEVEL, I WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT
TO MAKE MYSELF AVAILABLE SHOULD THE NEED ARISE.

I
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WAGE INCREASE FOR EMPLOYEES: Mr. Karnes introduced
and read the resolution which is as follows:
_
R E S O L U T I O N

I

with a lack of funds necessary to provide needed increases in
the salaries of the employees of the City, a lack of funds
necessary to purchase and acquire equipment for needed
municipal services, such as fire fighting equipment; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and members of Council have met
*
*

with representatives of industry located in Hitro and its
environs and the Civic Benefits Association; and
WHEREAS, both representatives of the local
government unit and industry have acknowledged the necessity
of providing funds necessary to imp len.cn t needed raises for
municipal employees and the acquisition of equipment, and
WHEREAS, the City Council anticipates that there
will be funds in the minimum sum of $200,000 provided to the

I
^

City from the Civic Benefits Association and in light of the
same it's resolved by said Nitro City Council that out of any
funds received from the Civic Benefits Association, that the
same be dedicated to the extent necessary to provide 'all
municipal employees, excepting elected officials, a 15% pay
raise.

The said pay increase to be effective as of July 1,

19L.O, and to the extent necessary to purchase and acquire
needed equipment for the continued rendition of municipal
services which shall be a fum in the amount of

two hundred

thousand dollars (^200,000).
This resolution read tnd ,-3 flop ted June 30, 1980.

r i.t- r

^1
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Mr. Karnes made a motion to approve the resolution.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Hughart. Four voted
for the motion; four voted opposing the motion. Mayor Gibson
broke the tie by voting in favor of the motion, and the
motion passed.

Mayor Gibson stated that since last council meeting
council had received the following correspondence:
(Correspondence is in supplement file to the minutes.)
1. Mayor Gibson received a letter dated April 8,
1980 from Omar Cunningham submitting his resignation as
president and a member of the Nitro Policemen's Civil
Service Commission.
Mayor Gibson said he felt Mr. Ashley should have the
privilege of making that appointment and consequently he held
back in making that announcement.
MAYOR GIBSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS.
MR. KARNES:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN MILLER:

I

COUNCILMAN HUGHART:

no reports.
no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE DR. ALLEN:
COUNCILMAN DR. CASSELL:
COUNCILMAN BAILEY:

no reports.

no reports.

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE LEGG:

no reports.

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE PENNINGTON:

no reports.

The Mayor, the Recorder, and the councilmen
individually expressed their pleasure at working with each
other, and offered their assistance to the next administration,
Councilman at Large Pennington moved to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Dr. Allen, and
the motion passed.

WILLIAM D.VGIBSON, MAYOR

I

>4*si,
DON KARNES, RECORDER
Id
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

I

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
JULY 1, 1980
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the cafeteria of Nitro High School on Tuesday,
July 1, 1980 at 8:00 P. M.

Present were Mayor Art Ashley,

Mrs. Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilwoman at
Large Mary Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald
King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and Councilman Jack Moon.
Also present was Mr. Stuart Caldwell, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor
Art Ashley.

I

1.

The invocation was given by Mr. Gus Bailey.

APPROVAL OF JUNE 30, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:

Mayor Ashley stated that the minutes of the last council meeting
were not yet available.

Councilman at Large Pennington then

made a motion to pospone the approval of the June 30 Minutes
until the next scheduled council meeting when they would then
be available.
Savilla.

2.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe

The motion was then passed by a unanimous vote.

CONSOLIDATION OF AMBULANCE SERVICE BETWEEN NITRO

AND CROSS LANES:

Mayor Ashley turned this order of business

over to Councilman Jack Moon to discuss the consolidation
of the ambulance service between Cross Lanes and Nitro with

I

the assistance of Mr. Gus Bailey, former Councilman of the
fourth ward and also the former representative

on the
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Kanawha County Ambulance Authority.-

Councilman Jack Moon then

gave a brief background on the reason for consolidation.

He then

stated that he called J. Kemp McLaughlin, Director of the Kanawha

I

County Emergency Ambulance Authority to inquiry why Nitro would
have to give up its ambulance at Lock Street and share an ambulance
with Cross Lanes.

He went on to say that the present plan would

be to have the ambulance for Nitro and Cross Lanes located at the
Cross Lanes Fire Station.
Councilman Moon stated the reason Mr. McLaughlin gave
for the consolidation being that both Nitro and Cross Lanes
received only forty calls per month in each location on last year's
experience.

Councilman Moon went on to say that Mr. McLaughlin

said that combining the two areas would only be enough for one
ambulance.

Cross Lanes has a volunteer ambulance program there

that is very on-going and Cross Lanes in a sense,"out bid us in
the program" stated Councilman Moon.

I

He further stated that

Nitro would, therefore, have to use the ambulance that is located
at Cross Lanes.
Councilman Jack Moon went on to say that it would take
a week to ten days for the Kanawha County Ambulance Authority
to draw up a contract between Nitro and Cross Lanes.

This would

mean that the ambulance will remain at Main Avenue and Lock Street
for approximately a week to ten days.
will be moved to Cross Lanes.

After that time the ambulance

Councilman Moon also said that there

had been a previous plan by the Cross Lanes Volunteer Ambulance
Authority to move a trailer, obtained from the state, somewhere
in the area of Route 35 and 40th Street.

He stated that at that

time he did not want to make a decision or judgement or pass on a

I
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recommendation to anybody saying he thought that was satisfactory.
He also said he felt that most of the council members would like
to have an ambulance in Nitro for the citizens of Nitro, however,
at this time it looks like we will not be able to accomplish
this, immediately.

Councilman Moon then presented Council with

the estimated costs of the program.

He stated that a payment of

six thousand dollars would have to be made to pay a scheduler
for the Cross Lanes unit.

Councilman Moon then presented Council

with a consolidated proposed budget drawn up by the Kanawha
County Emergency Ambulance Authority.

It was estimated that it

would cost three thousand dollars to repair and move the trailer
to Routhe 35 and 40th Street.

He said that their estimate for

eighty-five calls a month for both areas would be near fourteen

I

thousand, two hundred and eighteen dollars a year.

Mr. Gus

Bailey stated that the twenty-five dollar fee would come from
the basic load fee of thirty dollars and one dollar and a half
a mile.

He also said the twenty-five dollars would come back

to the Nitro-Cross Lanes Ambulance Service.

Mr. Bailey said

he was also assured that any time this one ambulance would be
out on call the Kanawha County Emergency Ambulance Authority
would respond with a backup ambulance to meet the needs of the
Nitro and Cross Lanes areas.
3.

APPROVAL OF 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES:

Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout then read the list of 4th
of July activities as given to her by Mr. Jay Long, Recreation

I

Director to be approved by Council.

Councilwoman Mary Trout

made a motion that a permit be issued from the City of Nitro
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to allow for the 4th of July parade.

Councilman at Large Pennington

then amended this motion to include a new route for the parade.
This would include going to Brookhaven, turn left, go right and
circle all the way around.

I

Then come back down and turn on Center

Avenue then right on Main Avenue, also right and then back up.
But there wasn't a second to this amended motion.

Councilwoman

at Large Mary Trout then made a motion to accept the parade route
as originally planned.

This was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla.

The motion was then passed with one opposing vote.
4.

PROPOSAL TO HAVE COUNCIL APPOINT SHARON THOMAS

AS CITY TREASURER EFFECTIVE JULY 1. 1980:

Mayor Ashley requested

a proposal to appoint Sharon Thomas as City Treasurer.

Councilman

Omar Cunningham made a^motion to appoint Sharon Thomas as City
Treasurer.

This motion was seconded by Councilman Jack Moon.

It was then passed by unanimous vote.
5.

I

PROPOSAL TO HAVE COUNCIL APPOINT HARVEY PEYTON

AS CITY JUDGE:

Mayor Ashley requested City Council to accept

the appointment of Harvey Peyton as City Judge.

Councilman

Omar Cunningham made a motion to accept the Mayor's appointment
of Harvey Peyton as City Judge.

This was then passed by unanimous

vote.
6.

APPROVAL FROM COUNCIL TO APPOINT COUNCILMAN JACK

MOON AS A REPLACEMENT FOR GUS BAILEY AS NITRO'S REPRESENTATIVE
TO THE KANAWHA COUNTY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY:

Mayor Ashley then

made the request to appoint Councilman Jack Moon as a replacement
for Gus Bailey as Nitro's representative to the Kanawha County
Ambulance Authority.

The motion was made by Councilman at Large

I
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Pennington to accept this appointment and seconded by Councilman

I

Omar Cunningham.
7.

This appointment was passed unanimously.

PERMISSION FROM COUNCIL FOR THE U.S. POSTAL

SERVICE TO ANCHOR "RELAY BOXES" TO SIDEWALKS THROUGHOUT
THE CITY.

THE PURPOSE IS TO LEAVE MAIL FOR THE CARRIERS IN

THE BOXES SINCE THEY WILL BE LOSING THE TRUCKS (TWO FRONT
LEGS ON EACH BOX):

Councilman Ronald King made a motion to

allow permission for the U. S. Postal Service to anchor "relay
boxes" to sidewalks throughout the city.

The motion was then

seconded by Councilman Cunningham and passed unanimously.

Councilman Omar Cunningham ask for a discussion on

I

whether there would be fireworks on the 4th of July.

After

discussion in reference to the 4th of July fireworks it was
decided by council that they could not authorize the buying
of fireworks by the city.

Jay Long, Recreation Director requested from council
the amount of eighty dollars 'to buy supplies~£or-the activities
on the 4th..

A motion was then made by Councilman at Large

Pennington to accept this request and it was seconded by
Councilman Cunningham.

The motion was then passec by council.

Mayor Ashley stated that since last council meeting

I

council had received the following correspondence:
(Correspondence is in supplement file to the minutes.)
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1.

Mayor Ashley received a letter dated July 1, 1980

from FMC Corporation inviting a full-time member of the Nitro
Fire Department to attend the Texas A&M University Industrial

I

Fire Training School.
The Mayor then read to council a letter received from
the State of West Virginia Department of Natural Resources.

I
THE LETTER IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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•
"

•'

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER iv
Governor

-

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL-RESOURCES
Division of Water Resources
Municipal Waste Section
1201 Greenbrier Street
'
Charleston 25311
T.AR-Ar\Rfi

WILLIS H. HERTIG. M.
Daputy Director

June 24, 1980
, *

Mayor
City Hall
Nitro, W 25143 ,
Dear Sir:;

I

Last fall this agency started compiling information regarding the pretreatment program for the introduction of non-domestic waste into Publicly
Owned Treatment Works. This was done in compliance with the Environmental
Protection Agency's Pretreatment Regulations, 40 CFR 403.12(b) which state
that existing industrial users subject to promulgated Pretreatment Standards
are required to provide a report to the Control Authority containing the
information outlined in Section 403.12(b) 1-7.
Our office sent you a letter of explanation along with two (2) copies of
an Industrial Waste Survey Form on August 17, 1979, which were to be forwarded
to all those industries which discharge into your specific collection and
treatment system. These industries were in turn to complete the form and return it to us. Also we requested that you send us a list of all those industries which discharge into your collection and treatment system.
To date, we have not heard from you. It is therefore requested that you
reply to us in compliance with State Law Chapter 20, Article 5A, Section 3 (a)
(1), within thirty (30) days. Enclosed find two additional copies of the
Industrial Waste Survey Form for your use. This effort will aid in our quest
to improve and maintain the quality of our waters and also aid you in improved
operation of your treatment plant.
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call.
Sincerely,
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION

I
Enclosures

Lee G. Spencer
Engineer
Municipal Waste Section

Mayor then stated that he was pleased to announce that the
City of Nitro would have a maintenance facility.

He went on to

say that bids were opened on June 30, 1980 at 2:00 P. M.

But

he further stated that the previous council did not want to

I

make

a hasty action on the contract and would leave any action to the
present council.

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion for
adjournment.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald King.

The motion was then passed by council.
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 15, 1980
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
in the Council Chambers on July 15, 1980, 8:00 P. M.
Present were Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman
Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, and Councilman Omar
Cunningham. Also present was Stuart Calwell, Jr., City
Attorney. Councilman Jack Moon was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor
Ashley. The Reverend Wade L. Austin, Pastor of The Nitro
Church of God, gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 30, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:

I

Mayor Ashley stated that each Councilman had received a copy
of the minutes in the mail, and had an opportunity to review
the minutes. Councilman at Large Pennington stated that there
must be some changes made before the Minutes could be passed.
He stated that on page 223 the Zoning Commission should be
deleted from those two paragraphs; and changed to Planning
Commission. Mayor Ashley then said that this was Item 12
under the subdivision of Lot on Michigan Avenue So. in paragraphs
two and three.
Councilman at Large Pennington then went on to state that
on page 228, the first paragraph, under subtitle 17 Finanical
Report for Fiscial Year 1980-81; that the first three sentences
should be back under No. 16 or it should be the seventeenth
item under No. 17 before The Budget Revision for the Fiscial
Year 1979-80. Mayor Ashley then stated that Item 17 that
appears on page 228 should appear as Item 17 on page 225.
Councilman at Large Pennington then made a motion to approve
the modified June 30, 1980 Council Meeting Minutes. Councilman
Joe Savilla then seconded the motion. The motion was then
passed by a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF JULY 1, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
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Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to approve the
Council Meeting Minutes of July 1, 1980. The motion was
seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion was
then passed unanimously.
DRAINAGE PROBLEM ON 21ST STREET: Mayor Ashley then
introduced Mr. Fred Whaples of 2130 21st Street. Mr. Whaples
stated that he had come to the Council Meeting to let Council
and everyone there become aware of his problem. He went on
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to say that there was a slide problem on the opposite side of
the road from my house. He further stated that water is coming
into his house through the windows. It is becoming a health
hazard to his family. Mr. Whaples then asked if anyone had
any questions. Councilman at Large Pennignton ask if that
problem existed on private property across from your house.
Mr. Whaples stated that he questioned it being on private
property. He went on to say when the water comes off that
property, even if it originates on private property, and crosses
that road whose property is it on? Councilman at Large Pennington
said that would be a state road. He said that 21st Street is
a state road. Mr. Whaples then wanted to know why the City did
so much patching to that road if the road was a state road. He
stated that is why there is a problem. He further stated that
the City has patched and patched and the blacktop is now six
inches above his yard. And when water comes across the road
it sits on his steps. Councilman at Large Pennington then stated
that the last work done there was done by the state. Mr. Williams,
Director of Public Works stated that they filled in potholes but
they did not blacktop 21st Street. Mr. Whaples stated that he
just wanted to know who he would get to see to help him resolve
his problem. Mayor Ashley said that he thought that Council had
become aware of some of the circumstances as late as this week.
He went on to say that there are things intended to be done and
not only with his problem but with others. The Mayor then thanked
Mr. Whaples for the way in which he presented his problem to Council
REDUCED POOL PASSES FOR REMAINDER OF SEASON: Mayor
Ashley then introduced Jay Long,Recreation Director. Mr. Long
stated that since it was the 15th of July, half of the pool season
was now over. He said that he had been receiving a great deal
of calls asking for reduced rates. He stated further that this
was family and single rates and not gate rates. Mr. Long stated
that the rates were now fifty dollars for family passes and twentyfive dollars for single passes for people within the city limits
of Nitro. For anyone outside the city limits of Nitro the prices
of the passes would double. He further stated that since the
season was half over he felt that the rates should be reduced
to half rate. In other words family rates would be twenty-five
dollars for the citizens of Nitro and twelve dollars and fifty
cents for single passes. And of course this would be double for
people outside the city limits of Nitro. Mr. Long said this
may alternate next season but he felt that this should be done
this season. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to reduce the
family and single pool pass rates in half. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington and was passed by unanimous
vote. Councilman at Large Pennington then ask if this would go
into effect the next day. Jay Long, Recreation Director stated
that it would go into effect the next day.
Councilman Savilla then made a motion that pool passes
be given to all our city employees. Councilman at Large Rusty
Gasto seconded the motion. The Mayor then ask for discussion,
Councilman at Large Pennington ask if that would also cover
employees that live outside the city limits of Nitro. Councilman
Savilla said that would cover those employees also; just as
long as they work for The City of Nitro. Sharon Thomas, City
Recorder then ask what was going to be done about employees that
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already bought pool passes. Councilman Savilla responded
by saying that they can take advantage of it next year. After
further discussion Councilman Savilla stated that this would
go into effect immediately.
TOWNE-N-COUNTRY LANES APPLICATION FOR CITY LICENSE:
Mayor Ashley stated that Mr. David Sadd had indicated to him
in a friendly fashion that he intended to challange the state
code concerning license fees and will not be paying the license
fee. Mayor Ashley stated further that Mr. Sadd wants to make
a court case and use Nitro as an example. The Mayor also
stated that there is no action that the chair recommends; he
just wanted to make it a matter of public knowledge. He went
on to say that the license fee is to be withheld and we will
wait further word from their representatives in terms of what
action they plan to take and approach the question through the
City Attorney and get back to Council. Mayor Ashley said that
the challange is the fee for the number of lanes and the total
license's fee.

I

REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR PROPOSED ORDINANCE CHANGES BY
MUNICIPAL JUDGE HARVEY PEYTON: Mayor Ashley stated that to his
understanding we will need to advertise the new ordinances as
prescribed by State Code prior to Council approval. He further
stated we are required two public hearings. City Attorney,
Stuart Calwell stated that was correct. He said that a first
reading will be required and before a second reading there
will have to be notcie published in a proper newspaper. The
notice will have to appear no sooner than five days before
the second reading. He went on to say this will be done to
let the public know there will be a second and final reading
before the adoption of the ordinance. Stuart Calwell, City
Attorney also stated that for the preceding reason a date for
the second reading and the proposed revisions of the criminal
code would have to be published in the newspaper. He went on to
say that the revision of the entire criminal code would probably
take some time. Mr. Clawell said that the revisions for the
Nitro criminal code would have, to presented in one meeting for
the first reading then a notice will have to be published in
a newspaper for the second reading. He also stated that at
that meeting, if Council chooses, they can be adopted. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington made a motion that the authority for
the publications of these notices be given to the Mayor or
City Recorder. Councilman Joe Savilla seconded the motion. The
motion was then approved by unanimous vote.
REQUEST FROM POLICE CHIEF WEBB TO HAVE STOP SIGNS
INSTALLED AT THE ENTRANCE OF SHADOW HILLS TRAILER PARK ALSO
TWO SIGNS ERECTED ON 40TH STREET ROAD NEAR THE INTERSECTION:
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Police Chief Kenneth Webb stated that he had received calls

from people complaining about the absence of a stop sign at
the entrance of Shadow Hill Trailer Park on 40th Street.
Also since this is at an intersection on the top of a hill,
maybe, there should be a couple of signs erected five hundred
feet before you come to the intersection to warn you that
this is a dangerous intersection. Chief Webb went on to say
that he wanted to get approval from Council on this matter.
He also said that since 40th Street is a state road we would
probably have to get approval from them before the two signs
at the intersection would be erected. After further discussion
the question was raised as whether the street in the Shadow
Hill Trailer Park had been dedicated to the City. It was
decided to check with the Planning Commission to see whether
this had been done. Mayor Ashley stated the Chair would take
the responsibility for finding this information. The Mayor went
on to say he would also take it on himself to contact the State
Department of Highways about erecting the two signs at the
dangerous intersection at the Shadow Hills Trailer Park.
REPORT ON ARMOUR CREEK SEWER MAIN: Mayor Ashley
then introduced Constance Stephens^General Manager of the
Sanitation Department. Ms. Stephens familarized the new Council
with the problems they have been having with the Armour Creek
Sewer Main and the entire sewer system in the City of Nitro.
She also informed them of some of the things? that are needed
and the amount of money it will take to correct the many problems
the Sanitation Department faces each day.
BID AWARD FOR CITY OF NITRO MAINTENANCE GARAGE
FACILITY: Mayor Ashley stated that he, Gene Williams, Director
of Public Works, and Bob Sergent, Nitro Building Inspector had
a meeting to set aside some concerns they had on the new
maintenance garage. The Mayor said these concerns had been
alleviated by that meeting. He then siad he had also received
a letter, dated July 8, 1980, from Appalachian Engineers recommending the Council approval of this Maintenance Garage Facility.
Mayor Ashley then ask for a motion to accept the proposal for
the adoption of the Maintenance Garage Facility as recommended
by Appalachian Engineers in their letter of July 8, 1980. The
motion was then made by Councilman at Large Pennington and
seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed unanimously.
REQUEST FROM POLICE DEPARTMENT TO HAVE A BENEFIT
SHOW TO BE PUT ON BY A PROFESSIONAL PROMOTER"!Mayor Ashley
stated that each member of the Council had received a copy
of the proposed contract. He then turned the floor over to
Police Chief Webb. Chief Webb stated that this is a phone
survey selling family tickets to two country music films over
at the Cinema 21. He further stated that it will be sponsored
by Parthenon Enterprises, Inc. Chief Webb said that they are
a reputable company. Councilman Joe Savilla then said that
he had done some checking and there will be no soliciating
from Nitro merchants and Nitro school children will be calling
families in the Nitro area selling tickets. The Mayor then
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ask if he was not correct that Chief Webb indicated that all
the funds up until the time of settlement would be handled by
people selected by Chief Webb. Chief Webb indicated that was
correct. He stated further that the film would not be shown
until November 18th and 19th. After further discussion it
was determined that all the money made would go to the Nitro
Police Department and the split with Parthenon Enterprises ,
Inc. would be on a fifty, fifty basis after expenses. After
further discussion it was learned that the City of Nitro would
not be entering into a contract with the promotional group.
Chief Webb would be the one entering into the contract with
them. Chief Webb stated that he was merely getting permission
from Council before he entered into the contract with Parthenon
Enterprises, Inc. And it was further learned that the City
would not be liable. Councilman Joe Savilla then made a
motion to accept the agreement as written. The motion was
seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion was
then passed.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then requested from
Council that before adjournment they listen to Mr. Robert
Chrest. Mr. Chrest had a drainage problem. Mr. Chrest said
that the problem starts at a drain on City property on a
utility right-of-way from Ash Street to Smith Street. After
hearing more about the drainage problem that Mr. Chrest was
experiencingthe Mayor ask M.r Chrest to partcipate with the
City at his availability. The Mayor further stated that they
will attend to the problem as best they can. Then as they
work on the problem they will idenify the problem and what
they are trying to do to all members of Council. The Mayor
went on to say that he promised Mr. Chrest that they would
work with him on this problem.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout.
The motion was passed unanimously.

Art Ashley, Mayor

I

Snaron Thomas, City Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 5, 1980
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 5, 1980, 8:00 P. M.
Present were Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large
Mary Trout, Councilman Ronald King, and Councilman Omar
Cunningham, Sturart Calwell, Jr., City Attorney, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla, and
Councilman Jack Moon were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor
Ashley. The invocation was given by Reverend Leroy Beyer of
the Holy Trinity Catholic Church.

I

APPROVAL OF JULY 15, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Mayor Ashley stated that each Councilman had received a copy
of the minutes in the mail, and had an opportunity to review
the minutes. Councilman Omar Cunningham made a motion to
approve the July 15, 1980 Council Meeting Minutes. The motion
was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion
was then passed by Council.
REQUEST FROM UNITED WAY TO CONDUCT THEIR CAMPAIGN IN
THE NITRO AREA- SEPTEMBER 15 1980 UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1980:
Mayor Ashley stated that each council member had a copy of
the request dated July 17, 1980. He further stated the request
had been made by Howard B. Craven, Executive Director of the
United Way of Kanawha Valley. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout
made a motion to accept the request by the United Way.
Councilman Omar Cunningham seconded the motion. The motion
was then passed by a unanimous vote.
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REQUEST FROM PHILIP RAY TAYLOR TO SELL HAND-MADE ITEMS
IN THE NITRO AREA FOR THE LADIES MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE
ABNEY STREET CHURCH OF GOD IN ST. ALBANS: Mayor Ashley stated
that each member of the Council ahd received a letter from
Pastor Wade Austin of the Nitro Church of God endorsing the
efforts of Mr. Taylor. The Mayor then ask if there was any
discussion. Councilman Cunningham asked if this would be a
door to door type of thing. Mayor Ashley stated that would
be his assumption. Councilman Ronald King made a motion to
grant Mr. Taylor's request. The motion was seconded by
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion was then passed.
KANAWHA COUNTY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY: Mayor Art Ashley
stated that each emeber of Council had received a copy of
the revised budget sent by Kemp McLaughlin. He went on to
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say this budget had been presented to the board at a special
meeting last Wednesday. The Mayor further stated that the
revised budget had been unanimously approved by the board.
Mayor Ashley said he was acting as a representative from Nitro
but he did not have the authority to vote. In essence it
says that there will be one ambulance for the two communities
of Nitro and Cross Lanes and it will be up to the two communities
to choose a site for the ambulance. The Mayor then stated he
recommended that Councilman Jack Moon be assigned the duty
of initiating negotiation /with the Cross Lanes unit so this
program can be completed. Councilman Cunningham made a motion
to accept the recommendation of Councilman Jack Moon as spokesman
for the City of Nitro for negotiations with the Cross Lanes
unit. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout. The motion was then passed by a unanimous vote.
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LIBRARY COMMISSION APPOINTMENT: Mayor Ashley
recommended that Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout be made
chairman of the Library Commission. The motion for the
acceptance of the recommendation of Councilwoman at Large
Mary Trout as chairman for the Library Commission was made by
Councilman Cunningham.
The motion was seconded by Councilman King,
The motion was then passed by Council.
INSURANCE BIDS: The Mayor stated that the insurance
for the City was going to expire before bids can be sent out
unless an extention could be granted from the company that
is presently carrying the City's insurance. Mayor Ashley
stated that it was his suggestion that the City ask for an
extention of one month on the insurance as it now stands
from The Insurance Exchange people. He further stated he
wanted to do this so the City will be able to get a bid
advertising out. He also said if the extention of one month
was not granted then he suggested that we take whatever emergency
action is necessary to make sure we have continual insurance
coverage. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion that
the Mayor's suggestion be accepted. The motion was then
seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion was passed
unanimously.
NITRO PARK BOAT LAUNCH FACILITY: Mayor Ashley stated
that at times this had also been called the marina but he stated
that this is not a marina. He further stated that it was simply
a place where boats could be launched into the river as provided
by the Corp of Engineers. He stated it was roughly a six
hundred thousand dollar undertaking and requires matching
funds. The Mayor went on to say the project had been approved
by the Corp of Engineers and the current arrangement was a
payback over a fifty year period at some fourteen thousand
dollars a year. Mayor Ashley stated that they are not sure
that it is legal and the Corp of Engineers legal department
is checking this out and will get back ot us. He went on to
say that if this arrangement is not proper there are a couple
of other things that could be done. He stated that one
alternative would be to go to HUD and ask for a block grant
for the City's portion of that expense which is some one
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hundred eighty nine thousand dollars. Mayor Ashley said
there is a porposal on his desk and any member could see
it if they liked. He went on to say that the Corp of
Engineers liked the idea of the Nitro Park Boat Launch very
much. He stated that there was no vote required on this order
of business.
TOWN MEETING, SEPTEMBER 9, 1980: The Mayor suggested
that the City schedule a Town Meeting and advertise it so
there v'ill be good attendance. He went on to say that he
would like dpartment heads to attend so that there would be
responsible people there to answer any questions that may
be asked. He said that his proposed date is September 9,
1980. Councilman Cunningham made a motion that a Town Meeting
be held on September 9, 1980. It was then asked where this
meeting would be held. The Mayor suggested Nitro High
School Cafeteria at 8:00 P. M. Councilman Cunningham then
made a motion to have the Town Meeting at the Nitro High
School. Cafeteria at 8:00 P. M. September 9, 1980. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Kin-*. The motion was then passed
with one abstaining vote.

I

CIVIC BENEFITS ASSOCIATION PROPOSAL REPORT: The Mayor
stated that" each Council member had a copy of the proposal
presented to the Civic Benefits Association and instead of
going through the entire proposal; he stated that he had met
with the Civic Benefits' Board of Directors. He stated
that they went through the proposal, department by department,
and described the needs as presented in the proposal. Mayor
Ashley stated that there were two priorities; accounts payable
and salary increases for City employees.
AMOUR CREEK SEWER PROJECT REPAIR: Mayor Ashley stated
that there had been an entire breakdown of the system. The
repair could not be put off and the cost came to thirty thousand
dollars. The Mayor stated that fifteen thousand of the thirty
thousand would come from the governor's office. He also stated
that they would get five thousand from both the Kanawha County
Commission and the Putnam County Commission. Mayor Ashley
stated that he is supposed to get back with each commission
to let them know if that is adequate. He went on to say
that at least twenty-five thousand of the thirty thousand
dollar repair cost had been accounted for. He further stated
that the other five thousand dollars would come from the
Nitro Sanitary Baord and not the City. He also reported
that the repair work to the system had been completed and that
the system was up and going. Mayor Ashley stated that the
governor's office had been asked to give this whole project
a higher priority. He went on to say that the Department
of Natural Resources and E. P. A. was working together to give
this a higher priority in hopes of funding in the near further.
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REPORT ON PRELIMINARY CENSUS REPORT: The Mayor stated
that each Council member had a copy of a report entitled
Preliminary Counts Subject To Change. He stated that the
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figures for Nitro were eight thousand and nineteen in the
1970's census to seventypfive hundred and eighty people in
this census. He further stated that this is a reduction of
five and one half percent. The Mayor stated that he had
received an invitation from the Kanawha County Commission
to a session on Thursday to consider what challenge, if any,
could be taken. He went on to say that they had reason to
beleive that the figures for Nitro are incorrect and he did
not know how long the present figures would stand.
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REQUEST FROM FIRE DEPARTMENT TO SET UP A TOLL
BOOTH TO COLLECT MONEY FOR MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY: Mayor Ashley
stated that he had received a request from the Nitro Fire
Department to set up a toll booth to collect money for muscular
dystrophy. He went on to say the booth would be set up on
August 16, 1980 from 9:00 A. M. until 1:00 P. M. The booth
would be on First Avenue but an exact site was not known.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to grant
permission to the Fire Department to set up the toll booth.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The
motion was then apssed by unanimous vote.
CONTRACT BETWEEN WKLC AND THE CITY OF NITRO: The
Mayor stated he had received a letter from Mr.Rober Linn,
President of WKLC, INC. concerning the contract between WKLC
and the City of Nitro dated May 9, 1980. The Mayor stated
that Mr. Linn had said that he had a verbal agreement from
William Gibson, then Mayor of Nitro, but the contract was not
signed. Mayor Ashley stated that Mr. Linn has requested that
that he sign the contract extending the use of the WKLC tower
and some of our radio equipment as well as pay for the use
of that tower from 1975 until the current time the total
of four hundred and eighty dollars; and also pay next year's
contract in advance. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout made
a motion to give permission to Mayor Ashley to sign the
contract with WKLC. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Cunningham. The motion was passed by Council with one
abstaining vote.
PROBLEM EXISTING ON THIRD AVENUE: Mayor Ashley
turned the floor over to Joe Javins of 4120 3rd Ave,
Mr. Javins stated that there were four people on 41 3rd
Ave. that are about to loose their homes. He stated that
the street was hooved up so bad that the City garbage trucks
could not get to his house. He further stated that they
were walking to his house and that this had been going on
since last September or October. Mr. Javins said that, now
that winter was ocming, he was afraid the people there would
loose their gas and water lines. He stated that he had moved
out of his house once becuase of a broken gas line. Mr.
Javins said that they needed help from the City or someone's
help. He said that is why he came to the Council Meeting;
he wanted to see what could be done. Mr. Javins also said
that there is a place above his house where people turn
their cars around; but this can no longer be done.
He
stated that there is a tree hanging over the road there
and he doubted that a pickup truck could drive under that
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tree. The Mayor stated that the tree should have been cut
down a long time ago. He stated that this was his fault and
that he would look into this. Jeremiah McCormick stated that
the main problem is acessing the liability, who is responsible
for that slip. He went on to say that would be your solution;
to find the party responsible and ligitate. Mayor Ashley
stated that whatever action is to be taken it will be
expensive. He went on to say that he felt that it was lack
of interest as much as it was a lack of funds. The Mayor
stated that he will put people on the problem. He stated
that they may not solve the problem but at least they could
give Mr. Javins an answer.
COLLECTION CENTER AT CITY HALL FOR UTILITY BILLS:
Coucilman Ronald King put in the form of a motion whereby
the Mayor and the City of Nitro contact Appalachian Power,
Columbia Gas Co., West Virginia Water Co., and Chesapeake
and Potomac Telephone Co. to seek their approval for a
centralized paymetn center at the Nitro City Hall. Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto stated that he felt this was a good
idea but he felt this was a great responsibility. He made
a motion that a committee be formed with Councilman King as
chairman to look into this further. Councilman King withdrew
his motion. Councilman at Large Casto's motion was seconded
by Councilman Cunningham. The motion was passed with one
abstaining vote.
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PROPOSAL TO LIMIT SIZE OF GARBAGE CANS TO 30 GALLONS:
Councilman Ronald King made a motion that prohibits the use
of garbage cans that are larger than 30 gallons. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Cunningham. It was decided that
this was not just residential but city wide. The Mayor said
he felt that if a garbage can was not picked up that there
should be something put on the can saying why it was not
picked up. The motion was then passed by Council.

Councilman Omar Cunningham gave a progress report on
the Labor Day Parade. He stated that he and the Recreation
Director, Jay Long would get together and he would try to
present a detailed report at the next Council Meeting.

The meeting was then adjourned by the Mayor.

Art Ashley, Mayor

^
Sharon Thomas, City Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
AUGUST 19, 1980

The regular scheduled meeting of the Nitro City Council was
held in the Council Chambers on August 19, 1980 at 8:00 p.m.
Present were Mayor Art Ashley, Mrs. Sharon Thomas, City Recorder,
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla,
Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and Councilman
Jack Moon. Also present was Mr. Stuart Calwell, City Attorney.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Mayor Art Ashley.
The invocation was given by Mr. Jerry Hudson.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 5. 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES;
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Councilwoman

Mary Trout moved the August 5, 1980, Council Meeting Minutes be approved.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham, and the motion carried.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington abstained from voting.
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE AUTHORITY REPORT; Councilman Jack Moon reported
that Mayor Ashley received a letter from the Kanawha County Ambulance
which stated, in fact, we would merge with the Cross Lanes Ambulance
Authority as of the 10th of August. Councilman Moon stated the letter
agreed Cross Lanes Ambulance Authority would post their ambulance close
to the 1-64 egress in order to be able to get into the Brookhaven area
of Nitro as well as coming down Goff Mountain and the eastern end of
Nitro. In the event that an ambulance would be tied up for any reason
the ambulance at St. Albans would be repositioned close to the NitroSt. Albans Bridge where it could cover the City of Nitro. In the event
that the ambulance was tied up the Dunbar Ambulance would be repositioned
at the foot of Goff Mountain.
Councilman Moon stated that we have no choice in the matter, it
was directed by the Kanawha County Ambulance Authority.
Councilman Moon listed the terms as to what Nitro has to contribute
to the Cross Lanes Volunteer Ambulance Authority in order for Nitro to
be a part of the merger.
1. We must pay $6,000 in $500 monthly payments, the funds to be
used to pay the scheduler for a year.
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2. We will pay for all the gasoline used by the ambulance during
the same period of time.
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3. We also-agreed to give them a monthly statement of the
gasoline being used from the pumps.
Councilman Moon suggested that Mr. Calwell draw up an agreement
for Nitro and Cross Lanes Volunteer Ambulance Authority.

I

Councilman Moon stated that the cost would be $40 per load
plus $3*50 per mile from point of pickup to delivery at hospital;
plus drugs to be used by the paramedics enroute.
Councilman Moon made a motion that the Nitro City Council
approve the merger of the Cross Lanes Volunteer Ambulance Service
and the City of Nitro for the fiscal year beginning August 10, 1980
to June 30, 1981 and that Nitro pay the $6,000 in $500 monthly
payments and that Nitro pay for all the gasoline used by the Cross
Lanes ambulance during the period of August 10, 1980 to June 30, 1981.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham; the motion
passed unanimously.
RESOLUTION OF SHADOW HILLS TRAILER PARK TRAFFIC PROBLEM;
Chief Kenneth Webb, Nitro Police Department, stated that the Department
of Highways sent an engineer out and the area had been surveyed and
they saw no need for DANGEROUS INTERSECTION warnings. However,
Chief Webb said that they would erect STOP signs there as you come
off of the hill.
RESOLUTION TO OFFICALLY CHANGE/ADD THE TITLE "WILDCAT WAY"
TO THAT SECTION OF 21ST STREET BETWEEN 2ND AND 3RD AVENUES IN
RECOGNITION FOR THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND PRIDE THAT THE SCHOOL AND ITS
STUDENTS HAVE BROUGHT TO THIS COMMUNITY: Mayor Ashley introduced
Mr. Harry Adkins, Presidnet of the Student Council at Nitro High School.
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MR. ADKINS READ THE RESOLUTION WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS:
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RESOLUTION
-80-6

Whereas it is known that Nitro High School sets on the block of
21st Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenues.Whereas the Council, Mayor and the citizens of Nitro respect the
efforts of the school and its students toward the betterment of their
school and community.
It is therefore known that this Council and the Mayor, on behalf
of the citizens of Nitro unofficially change (add) the title of
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"WILDCAT //AY" to that section of 21st Street between 2nd and 3rd
Avenues in recognition for the achievements and pride that this school
and its students have brought to this community.

This Resolution passed on the 19th day of Aiigust, 1980.

I

256
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to approve the
resolution. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Trout, and the
motion was approved unanimously.

I

COLLECTION CENTER AT CITY HALL FOR UTILITY BILLS; Councilman
Ronald King made a motion that the City of Nitro engage in the service
of providing a collection center at City Hall for the collection of
utility bills.
After much discussion Mayor Ashley called for a vote on
Mr. King's motion. There was a tie vote; Mayor Ashley cast the
decisive vote. The motion did not pass.

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington presented the following items
for discussion:

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

I

AGENDA AND MINUTES PERTAINING TO COUNCIL MEETING
CORRESPONDENCE

I
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Mayor Ashley said, the next item of business on the agenda is

I

Financial Responsibilities, and the chair will yield to Councilman
at Large Mel

Pennington.

Councilman at Large Pennington

said:

Before we do that Eve, here is a pole number •:/•>
where someone has a street light out on Main
Avenue; she said she has tried for three weeks
to get it up.
I would like to pass this to the City Recorder
and make it a part of the minutes of this meet- •;
ing.

Each one of you received a letter from me,

or a note from me, asking to be on the agenda
on four different items.

The Mayor saw fit for

some reason not to add all four, I am making a
motion to this council and asking for permission

I

to be on for all the four of the items that I
asked for.

B0 I hear a second?

Mrs. Thomas, City Recorder, seconded the motion.

Councilman

at Large Rusty Casto asked what the fourth item was.
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "Civic Benefits Association,
the first one I wanted to address."
Councilman Joe Savilla said, "I thought that was discussed at the
last meeting."
Mayor Ashley stated, "It was brought up at the last meeting and
it does not involve resolutions or ordinances since it was

discussed

at the last meeting in some detail..."
Mr. Pennington

I

interrupted, "I was not present, Mayor as you know,

nor was some of the other people.

There's a motion on the floor to

let me be heard on these four items."
Mayor Ashley said, "Is there any other discussion on it?

1

All those
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in favor of ...
At this point City Attorney Mr. Calwell,said "The point of order,
Mayor ..."
Councilman at Large Pennington said:

I

"Counselor, now wait a "
»

minute, you're the counselor, and we are in the middle of a meeting
here and this is not a point of order or a legal question.

I respect

your opinion, but this is a city council meeting and you are an employee
of the city."
Mr. Calwell said:

"That's right and I think

that as a matter of

statute, Mr. Mayor, it appears to me that what is happening is if you
are the person designated for setting the agenda, I don't know that the
authority of the chair can be reversed by a motion of council
Mr. Pennington said:
Mr. Calwell said:

..."

"Do you know that it can't } counselor?"

"Would you mind if I finish?"

I

Mr. Pennington replyed: "No sir, go ahead."
Mr. Calwell said: "So it would appear to me that we would have
to have a ruling from the chair on that before we proceed with the
motion from the floor to reverse the power of the chair.
Mayor Ashley said:
Mr. Pennington said:

"Thank you for your point of order."
"I don't agree with it, by the way, Mayor

and I have a ri*ght not £o and as I say he is just a city employee and
this isn't a legal battle, it is just a discussion on city floor, I've
asked to be heard and again have been totally ignored by you, as usual."
Mayor Ashley said: "It was not ignored, I judged that it was not

I

appropriate for the agenda but I will yield to the majority rule of thi
council and I am not at all concerned about doing that, we will limit

the discussion somewhat since it was not on the agenda and the last time
if it is approved we will call for a vote, all those in favor of including the Civic Benefits Association questioning on the agenda tonight,
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please signify by the show of your right hand."

I

Councilman King said:

"What is the question?"

Councilman Pennington said:

"Whether or not I can be heard on the

Civic Benefits Association, I have been denied the right to be heard
from."
Councilman King said:

"I don't know why we should even need to

vote on it."
Councilman Pennington

said:

"Well we do,so, you have to vote if

you don't mind."
Councilwoman Trout asked if there were a second*
Mayor Ashley answered

I

yes and asked for all in favor.

The motion

carried five to two, voting in favor of the motion were Councilman Moon,
Councilman at Large Casto, Councilman Cunningham, .Councilwan King,,and
City Recorder,-Mrs. iharon Thomas „ Opposed~were Coiinciman " Savilla and
Councilwoman Trout..

The motion carried.

Councilman at Large Pennington said:
Mayor, I will be brief, I do not want to attack the
contents of that broc.hure • that you tdok over to 'the
C.B.A., nor do I want to cause any embarrassment ^o
anyone who had anything to do with it» That is not
the point, because I do not want to put the city or
this council in a position of being criticized later
should we not receive t^he amount of money that we
have asked for.

I do have a short statement that I'd

like to make and I think it will cover most of the things
pn the agenda.

I

:
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Fellow Council Members:

I was in hopes that

the Mayor would give us the leadership and cooperation to make decision that are favorable
to Nitro.

However, the Mayor has shown a.total

I

disregard for this council and a lack of financial
responsibilities in his own actions.
The Mayor, by himself presented to the Civic
Benefits Association, a document and other
material without the approval of this council.
The documents were furnished by well meaning
citizens, our attorneys and the Mayor's girl
friend who lives in Charleston.
This council cannot, will not, and should not,
tolerate a total disregard and lack of leadership.
This council was elected by the good citizens of
Nitro to be its leaders and to make wish and
intelligent decisions based on facts.

I

But, we have had no facts, except, aft er. the> facts .
But from July 1st we have had reckless spending,
little or no communication, a loss of the Nitro
Ambulance service.
And I am going to make six motions, with the councils
approval

we can become effective and represent

the people who elected us to these offices.
I will be short, I know that you were presented in
r-i

a closed meeting of which you could not vote the
proposed pay raise for our employees, and God knows
that they need them, I am not going to go through
this proposal because I don't want it read into the
minutes but I don't think council would have voted
to discriminate against our garbage workers and
our trash workers and the people who do a tremendous
job in the field.
that.

That's all I'm going to say about

I
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I can go into it in great detail, I have both
the facts and figures if we so desire to use

I

them.

The first motion that I would like to

make is that city council receive,, if we have
not already received, all documented material
that the C.B.A. has received through this date.
Now if we have, and I don't think that we have,
because I have some information here that I don't
think we have.

But if the Mayor says we have,

then I will accept his word.

Do I hear a second

on my motion?
Councilman Cunningham seconded the motion.

Mayor Ashley asked if there were any discussion',
Councilwoman Trout said:

"There certainly is, Mr. Pennington

did you not sign this, right inside this ..."

I

Councilman Pennington said:

"I sure did."

Counciwoman Trout said: "O.K. can I read that to the people?"
Councilman Pennington said: "I did not see that document before
I signed it, it was very foolish of me. and I'll never do it again, lit
taught me a lesson, I don't think any of us saw that."
Councilwoman Trout said:

"It's my turn, it's my turn. Since the

people of Nitro elected you to this office, and God knows why, then
why in the world would you sign your name to a book this thick without
having read it, I can't believe it."
Councilman Pennington said:"I didn't sign it to one that thick
I signed it to one piece of paper that the Mayor—Mayor's Secretary
brought to me. I had no idea what was. going into that book."

I

Councilwoman Trout said: 'It was readily available to all Council
Members."
Councilman Pennington said:

"Not to me, it wasn't, I had to go
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to City Hall and get it."
Councilwoman Trout said:

people in Nitro. City Council People, etc., if they need to talk to
you it's hard to tell where we can find you.
sometimes

••

i

"Mel, you go here, there, and everywhere)
You don't return calls,

it

Councilman Pennington said:

"That's not true, that's a lie

Mary!"
Councilwoman Trout said:

" Well, o. k., you are telling lies."

Councilman Pennington said:

"No I'm not telling lies, I have

facts to back up everything I've said."
Councilwoman Trout said:
signed.

" Well > all right, let me read what you

This is addressed to the Civic Benefits Association, the

Nitro City Council looks to our corporate neighbors for

assistance.

In return, we pledge a policy of commitment to progress.

We, the

Nitro City Council, believe that with your help, the future of the city
will be better.

We wish to express our appreciation to your

for your consideration.

I

association

And you signed this without having ever read

anything that all of these people spent hours working on..."
Councilman Pennington said:
Councilwoman Trout said:

"Eight days to be exact."

"All the Council Members were contacted and

asked to come down and be a part of this,

I called Eve and told her .1

was going out of town, but as soon as I came back I would be down. The
very next day I came in and it was all back there in the conference room
and you could read it, every level, what'-^was in the book, if you didn't
read it it was you own fault."
Councilman Pennington said:

" It isn't my fault, therewas nothing

nothing:—there was no—:as far as I'm concerned, it was handled very poor
there was never anytime designated for any part of that or any regulate
system in any way."
Councilwoman Trout said:

"It was very well handled

I

and if you had
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• f

made yourself available you would..."

I

Councilman Moon said:
I will say Mel, now in behalf of the Mayor
and this committee, I think three of us,
Ron King, Omar Cunningham and myself attended
the meeting and I thought it was very well
handled.

I was called and invited to be here.

I was also here when it was stated that we
of council had input and was welcome to give
input to this particular brochure.

I am not

taking sides, pro or con, I think the facts
should speak for themselves.

I think what 'has

been, done was done with very good taste and
proper.

I was not here to sign it, my wife

signed it and I didn't get to read it but I
knew what was taking place and I had the

I

opportunity to come down here at anytime while
this study was going on.
support what was done.

I just want to
I feel that it was done

properly.

Councilman Pennington said:

"Jack I respect your opinion,

as I have told you before, the fact is not a name..'."

Mayor Ashley said:

Mr. Pennington you have made your point,

Mrs. Trout has made one,and Col. Moon has made one; now let's ..."
Councilman Cunningham said:

"I think the point that Mel was

trying to make was the book was not ready when we signed
this letter.

There was several of us at the meeting and we talked

about several things, nothing in detail or we knew not what he was

I

coming up with on p_aper prepared for the Civic Benefits Association.
That is the point and that is the truth.
not objecting.

Now I signed it and I'm

If I'm stupid enough to sign something without waiting

until it's finished, that's my fault.

And this I did."

Councilman at Large Pennington asked, "Mrs. Thomas did you sign it before

I

it was ready?"
Mrs. Thomas replied, "I didn't sign it, I wasn't asked to sign it."

Councilman Joe Savilla said:
I signed the letter before it was ready, I also read the
book.

I was invited up to attend the meetings to look

over the book, to make any suggestions, and to comment
before the book was presented to Civic Benefits Association.

I found nothing wrong with the book; I thought it was an
excellent piece of work.

I see nothing wrong with the

letter, and if at any point in time you felt like that
you did not want to sign it you could have come along
and crossed your name out. And I don't think anyone would

I

have felt any of the worst for you than they do right
now.

Mayor Ashley said, "Is there any more discussion?

Could we have a restatement

of that particular motion?"

Councilman Pennington said, "That city council receive a copy of all documents
and materials given to the C. B. A. through this date that we had not received."
rJ>
Mayor Ashley said, "Might the chair make a comment in that regard..."

Councilman Pennington said, "If you recall, in my motion I said if you say
we have received it, I would—I'm not even going to ask for a vote on it. If
you said we received it, I would take your word for it.
that.

If you remember, I said

If you'say we have received it, then, I believe it."

I
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Mayor Ashley answered, "Your implication was you had not received it, and

I

I'm telling you that you have..."
Councilman at Large Pennington said, "If you say we have, we have.

Then,

I will make my second motion, that city council receive in advance all future
material to be given to the C. B. A. and said material voted on and approved
by this city council."
Mayor Ashley replied, "That's not in accordance with executive priviledge
because there are things that could take place that would not have to go before
council in its entirety.
"Councilman Pennington said, "Mayor, in your way of thinking, nothing should
come before city council.

We have been consulted about absolutely nothing,

including this."

I

Mayor Ashley said, "That's an insulting comment..."
Councilman Moon said, "We were given the opportunity to be here, we were
given the opportunity.

Now, I think some of your points are well taken, but

others, I think are wrong because I think as a council member I was invited to
be here when this particular committee was formed; I found nothing wrong with
the committee. You know, in my mind it was done in good taste.
given the opportunity for input.
and I was out of town.

I could not

I was certainly

contribute, but I had to leave

I don't—some of the points you are making are fine,

Mel—are good, others I don't think are germane to what we are after here."
,f.i
City Attorney, Mr. Calwell said, "Let's address the second motion."
Councilman Pennington said, "Do you want me to read it again, Mayor?"

I

Mayor Ashley replied, "If you feeli't's necessary."
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Councilman Pennington read the second motion again, "city council receive
in

advance all future material to be given to the C. B. A. and said material

I

voted on and approved by city council."

Councilman Cunningham said, " believe that would be fine lining it
quite a little bit."

Mr. Pennington said, "Then, I will need a second."

Councilman Cunningham said, "I will second it."

Mayor Ashley said. "All those in favor signify by show of the
opposed.

right hand;

The motion is defeated five to three."

Voting in favor were: Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, City Recorder Mrs.
and Councilman Cunningham.
Thomas/ Opposed were: Councilman §fe Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large
Casto, Councilman Moon and Councilman Savilla.

I

Councilman Pennington said, "My third motion: all future meetings with the
C. B. A. have two council members on hand and all council members be advised
at least twenty-four hours in advance of the meeting."

Councilman King seconded the motion.

Mayor Ashley said, "Have two council members, Mel?"

Councilman Pennington said, "At least two, Mayor."

Mayor Ashley said, "All those in favor please signify by show of your
right hand."
The motion passed .
Mayor Ashley stated, "As a follow up to that point, I might add that the

I

Civic Benefits Association invited Mrs. Thomas and me to come to the meeting
in which the presentation was made.
group.

They did not want it to be a full agenda council

Mrs. Thomas was invited to go to the meeting.

The next meeting that
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that is planned is in early September and it was at my insistence that all of

I

council be invited to participate in that and that will be the first time that
any definitive information will be received on the Civic Benefits in terms of
their participation with the city here next month."
Councilman Pennington said, "Mayor, that concludes my discussion
of the C. B. A.

I would like to move to the next order of business for me

which is Financial Responsibilities.

I have here and I am not going to go

through all of this unless city council wants me tc..

I will be only too

happy to, but I have a list of over $1,000 that has been spent.

And, we have

no money and most of it has been spent by department heads including the
Mayor.

And I'm not pointing my finger at any one particular person, Except

that we have $10 ash trays, $6 or $7 letter opener and all kinds of goodies
that we can't afford.

I

be willing to

So anyway it's to the tune of over a $1000 and I will

go over any of that if city council would like for me to.

So, with that thought in mind the fourth motion I'd like to make is under the
new heading of Financial Responsibilities

and I think this council is going

to have to take the lead no department head the Mayor, or the City Recorder have
the authority to spend more than $100 without this council's approval unless
it is an emergency."
Councilman King said, "Mel, how are you going to define
emergencies?"
,t-i
Councilman Pennington said, "I would let the Mayor define that."
Councilwoman Trout said, "Why are you asking for this motion if you
are going to let..."

I

Councilman Pennington said. Well , because I am not just—I think
that this council must—well he can't obviously can't call it an emergency to
order himself a dictaphone machine that cost $300 from the council when we have
no money; that is not an emergency and he couldn't do that. Nor could Mrs. Thomas
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if she so desires, buy a new gadget for her machine out there; that would not
be an emergency.

I

If one of the trucks broke down, and they had to have a

$400 tire or something to put on it, that would be an emergency.

And the

Mayor could, of course, act, but I think the..."
•i

Councilwoman Trout said, "Do you realize that a load of black top to
patch the street a truck of black top, costs over a hundred dollars."

Councilman Pennington said, "Yes mam."

Councilwoman Trout said, "Does this mean the city and street people are
going to have to wait until council meets and go patch the holes on the streets
that have already been reported?"

Councilman Pennington said, "You mean they only know like a day in

I

advance what holes are in the street?"

Councilwoman Trout said, "Not necessarily, this tieing the hands of the
city to the point that we are not going to be able to perform the services to
the people because of a petty personal problem that you have.."

Mr. Pennington said, "I don't have a personal petty problem."

Mrs. Trout said, "You must have."

Mr. Pennington said, "No, I certainly do not; I want to see this
council operate as a council and not be a rubber stamp to the Mayor."

Councilman Joe Savilla said, "It is becoming increasingly more apparent
that you want to handcuff the Mayor and this administration, I really don't
understand all of this stuff that you are bringing out.

Most of it is most petty,

and I for one do not want to be a part of strangling this new administration
before they ever have a chance to see if it can fly or not.

You are really not

I
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giving the council , or the Mayor, or even yourself a chance to see if this

I

thing is going to work.

You Know I hate to keep coming back to this word,

but Mel, you know it's petty; and I'm against it.

I think we should dispense

with this very quickly and get on to the next order of business."

Councilman Cunningham said:

I don't think, exactly petty such a thing.

What I

believe he is trying to—is set up a procedure here
that every body will recognize.
recognize anything
of communication.

Right now I don't

hardly because I don't get that kind
If we have to go through the

council with a motion and force someone to do this,
I hate it myself.

I

But, I do think you should take a

serious look at something along the nature we're
talking about.

Councilman Moon stated:
I don't find too much difficulty in my mind in, let's
say, requiring the department heads, the Mayor, the
Recorder to get council's approval.

But, just from

my own home expenditures when you talk about a $100
my

wife can go through a $100 and she doesn't even

come totie to ask for approval.

I am not sure if

you want.to put the limitation.

I don't object to

that particularly, But I don't think a $100 is an
appropriate level to put a hamstring on people.

I
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I think to show that we have good faith in our

I

elected officials, including ourselves, I think we
ought to, you know, amend that motion at least
$200 or $250.

I would find no fault to that.

Councilman Pennington said, "I will amend my motion to read that no
department heads, the Mayor or City Recorder have the authority to spend more
that $300 without councils approval."

The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham.

Councilman Pennington

added, "except in emergencies."
Councilman at Large Casto inquired, "What are your feelings on that,
Mayor?"

Mayor Ashley answered, "I think that it's most appropriate that the
council set a limitation , and if we try $300 and it creates a

problem for

I

council then you'll find out about it very quickly, and if it hamstrings the
city..."

Councilwoman Trout said, "It seems to me that every council meeting is
going to end up fussing about who is going to spend $10

..."

Mayor Ashley said, "You are going to end up arguing until eleven o'clock
at night about expenditures and if it gets to be a problem for you, then perhaps,
we can entertain another motion by some other council member later."

- t-i

Councilman Savilla said, "It's going to cost the city so many hundred dollaris every time we have to call a
have an

council into special session because we

emergency that has arisen that can't wait until the next council

meeting."

I

Councilman Pennington said, "No, we don't have to be called in an emergency.

I

The Mayor can make that decision."

Mayor Ashley said, "The Mayor is going to be very reluctant to consider
anything an emergency, Councilman Pennington.

I can assure you because I don't
•

want that onus put on me as you're putting the other on us.
participate

We'll let you

in decision making process."

Mrs. Thomas said, "I think this should be make into a motion. Just like'
right now, all of department heads are calling me for stuff and I don't know
if they need it or not, and I would like to see some of the responsibility on
them."

Mayor Ashley said, "Pardon me if I'm wrong, but what we're doing;
we're not giving them the responsibility.

I

We are referring that responsibility

to the council members."

Mrs. Thomas said, "Well, the $300 would be the department heads
responsibility and not mine.

Right now they are calling me for everything

from a spark plug to a thing of tooth paste."

Mayor Ashley said, "I think the Mayor would be most reluctant to give
the department heads a $300 line of authority on purchases;

I think that

would be excessive."

Councilman Pennington said, "That is why I thought the $100 instead of the
$300."

Mayor Ashley said, "For the department heads, I think $300 would be

I

excessive."

Councilman Pennington said, "I think you're right."

'£12
Councilman Pennington said, "I'll withdraw my motion."

I

Councilman Cunningham said, "I'll withdraw my second."

Councilman Pennington said, "I make a motion, then, that the Mayor and
Recorder have the authority to spend $300 without council's approval and that
the department heads have permission to spend $100 without council's approval."

Councilman Cunningham, said, "I second the motion."

Mayor Ashley said, "It shouldn't be without council's approval, it
should be without Mayor and Recorder's approval.

But you may make your motion

the way you like."

Councilman Savilla said, "That is just usurping power."

I

Mayor Ashley said, "That's right."

Councilman Savilla said, "That's all it amounts to."

Mayor Ashley said, "That is precisely right."

Councilman King said, "What would a
come through the Recorder or the Mayor.
to have a purchase order

purchase order — that would have to

What would be wrong with that?

Have

in order to buy anything and if it's not approved..."

Mayor Ashley said, "There is nothing wrong with that, but if that purchase
order initiated by the department head is more than $100; what you are saying is
council has to approve it.."

Councilman King said, "Well, I'm saying do you want to do away with the $100?
and that. . ."

I
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Mayor Ashley said, "Thats the motion that was just made for the department

I

heads; it was made up to $100 and by far the vast majority of all purchase orders
are going to to be initiated by the department heads."
Councilman Pennington said, "I have no objections, Mayor.

I want to see

the city operate and function properly, and I have no objections to eliminating
the last part of my remark; I withdraw my motion."
Councilman Cunningham said, "I withdraw my second."
Councilman Pennington said, "Let my motion read that $300 by the Mayor
and the Recorder, over $300 approval of City Council and the Mayor and the
Recorder can approve up to $300 for department heads."
The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham.

I

Mayor Ashley said, "I assume there is no further discussion..."
Mr. Calwell, City Attorney, said, "There is a question about whether
or not the Recorder has the authority to approve expenditures that may very
well may rest with another city office. You may want to table the entire
motion pending a search of the appropriate municipal statutes under the
state law and , also, the city charter and the the city statutes. It appears
to me the council may be in the process of passing an ultra vires motion
giving the Recorder authority that perhaps she does not have by charter."
-t-i
Mrs. Thomas said, "They are all calling me now to approve them."
Councilman Pennington asked, "Do you approve anything above $100 now?"

I

Mrs. Thomas answered, "I have to sign all purchase orders."
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Councilman Pennington said, "Then we are not doing anything that has not

I

been done in the past."
Councilwoman Trout said, "That doesn't mean it's correct.

There is a lot

of things that has been done that aren't correct."
•»

Councilman Cunningham said, That's true, very true."
Mayor Ashley said, "Chief Webb would like the floor."
Chief Webb said, "A set of tires for a cruiser is going to cost you $300.
If you remember, the last administration the Mayor threatened to resign because
they were putting the same thing on him as you all are doing right now."
Councilman Pennington said, "It was the one before that, not the last one."
Chief Webb said, "Well, the last Mayor."

I

Councilman Pennington said, "I was not part of that."
Chief Webb said, "I think $500 would be..."
Councilwoman Trout said, "I move we table this until the next meeting..."
Councilman Pennington said, "There is a motion on the floor and it has
been seconded."
Mayor Ashley stated, "All in favor of the motion please signify by the
•. tJ>

show of your right hand.
Councilman King questioned, $300?"
Councilman Pennington answered, "Yes."
Mayor Ashley said, Opposed, the motion carried."

I
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Councilman Pennnington stated, "My fifth motion which is the agenda and

I

minutes pertaining to council meeting; motion reads:

city council members

receive the agenda and council meeting minutes 48 hours before said meeting.
In other words, we receive

everything before the last minute before we walk

into this room.

We receive it at least 48 hours before the meeting

are attending.

In other words we would have had this two days ago."

Councilman Cunningham
to be put on the agenda?

said, "Do we have a deadline

that we

when something is

That may be a problem if we don't."

*

Councilman Pennington said, "The last council did, it was a week

prior

to the council meeting."

Councilman Trout said, "That was the Friday before."

I

Councilman Moon said, "For example, I didn't even call Eve until this
morning to get on the agenda.
fine with me.

If you want to put a deadline on it,

that's

But, sometimes, I don't believe in the busy schedule that

we've got that—and I'm not trying to say, hey, I'm busier than anybody else.
But, I am saying sometime I just don't get around to calling until the last
'cottin pickin' minute and unfortunately, if I couldn't get on the agenda, I may
as well not show up for

council meeting."

.Councilman Cunningham said, "I believe we would be cramping everybody
occasionally—real often, in fact,on a motion like this.

I'm like Jack; there

are times I am unable to get word down here due to being involved someplace
or other some other business.

And I want to get on there and maybe not till

Monday could I get an opportunity to do it and that's not 48 hours."

I

Councilman Pennington said, "The only thing I want—'•it's almost impossible
to come in here and approve the minutes, look at the agenda and do every thing
at the last moment when you walk into the room.

We don't know if there are any errors;
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I know they are never done deliberately.

That's not what I am implying.

But, there are mistakes made in the typing and we should correct
if we find them.

in the minutes

I

We don't have time to do that in the last few minutes. This

is no way to—I just want more time to look at them if you think 24 hours would
be all right that's fine with me.
meeting,

If we got them Monday before the Tuesday

would that be all right with you?"

Councilman Moon said, "The only thing I'm saying is you are going to
preclude something from maybe being on the agenda that's something has come
up at the last moment, that need to be addressed at our council meeting.

And,

I, you know, if I have one of my constituents call me and really give me a
heck of a problem that only came up at four o'clock on Tuesday; or let's say
Monday night sometime, and I couldn't get on the agenda because I missed the
time thing..."

Councilman Pennington said, "As a city councilman you would be allowed

I

that privilege of bringing that to the floor without being on the agenda."

Mayor Ashley said, "I'm sorry, now, just a moment.

Either you make the

motion that you close off the agenda at a certain time or you

do not.

And,

the only people who are on it at the last minute are people who come with something and I personally think—the Chair thinks, that's stifling the whole
purpose and the attitude of this council which is supposed to be open and
flexible.

And, as far as I am concerned if someone brings a worthwhile point

to me at six o'clock on Tuesday evening the day of the council meeting, they
should be on the agenda, if we can accommodate them."

Councilman Pennington said, "I have no objections to that, Mayor.
And that happens very few times, but here again you are trying to give us
information 30 minutes before we are trying to decide on it, and that's wrong.

I
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All I'm wanting to do is to protect us and give us the ample amount of time to
look at the information we have to vote on and discuss at the meeting.

And

you can't do it in two or three minutes before council."
Councilwoman Trout said, "This is all available to you by seven o'clock
even if there is a problem.

This afternoon, I came down and this whole packet

was available to me at one o'clock or so this afternoon."
Mayor Ashley said, "As a matter of fact, the only thing that we haven't
seen are those things you were planning to address.

I have..."

Mayor Ashley was interrupted by applause.
Councilman Pennington said, "We'll discuss that at a later time; I

I

withdraw my motion."
Councilman Cunningham said, "I withdraw my second."
Councilman Pennington said, "I will go to the last and that's
correspondence. And if, Mayor , this is happening, then I'll not make this in
the form of a motion.

I'll ask a question." "

Mayor Ashley said, "You could have ask me before council meeting."
Mr. Pennington said, "I'm sorry, I was out of town. Are we receiving all
of the outgoing and ingoing correspondence that crosses your desk concerning
city business?"

rj>

Mayor Ashley asked, "Everything?"

I

Councilman Pennington, said, "Well that—that pertains to city business, yes.

ZYtf
Mayor Ashley answered, "In so far—you are not being intentionally excluded

I

but there are some things that would be priviledged, for example,of a private
nature, that would not be appropriate to pass to all council members."

Councilman Pennington said, "Would not want that.

Then we are receiving it."
*

Mayor Ashley said, "In so far as I know, Ms. Frazier do you know of any
exception to that?"

Ms. Frazier said, No Sir."

Mayor Ashley said, "I don't, either."
Councilman Pennington said, "I don't wish to make a motion; that's
all I have to say.

Thank you council for your indulgence."

Councilman Savilla said "I want you to know that you just passed two
motions that you knew nothing about before the council meeting. You didn't

I

have the information ahead of time, just for the record."

I
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USE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING FOR WEIGHT LIFTING;
Mr. Herb Fitzsimmons was not present to make the presentation.
Therefore, Councilman at Large Casto made a motion to table this.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington, and the
motion was approved unanimously.

Mayor Ashley recognized Mr. Steve West a member of the audience.
Mr. West questioned why the city would employ legal help if they didn't
use his advice.
Mr. Calwell pointed out that what council had done was to
approve a motion that gave Mrs. Thomas the authority that she is not
granted by the charter.
Mr.Calwell suggested that this be put off until the next
meeting to give his law firm an opportunity to take a look at the
statute to see exactly whether or not the Recorder or some other city
office has the authority to do what Mr. Pennington wants the Recorder
to do.
Councilwoman Trout made a mo ^on for adjournment,
an, find the
seconded by Councilman at Large Penni

I

The motion was
rri

—.

ART ASHLEY, MAYOR

SHARON THOMAS, CITY RECORDER

I
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SPECIAL NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
AUGUST 29, 1980
Notice was given and a special Council Meeting was
called.

The special meeting was held in the Nitro City

Council Chambers at the City Hall Building on August 29,
1980 at 10:00 A. M.

The purpose of the meeting was to

schedule and approve Labor Day Festivities on Monday,
September 1, 1980 and approval of gravely tractor repair.
Those present were Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City

I

Recorder, Stuart Calwell, City Attorney, Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Ronald
King, and Councilman Omar Cunningham.

Absent were

Councilman Jack Moon and Councilman Joe Savilla.
The invocation was given by Mr. Ivan Meadows.

The

meeting was then called to order by the Honorable Art
Ashley.
Councilman Omar Cunningham then presented the
activities that were to take place on Labor Day. He
then stated that he would need the proper permits for
the activities; especially the street dance and the

I

parade.

Councilman Cunningham made a motion that

he be allowed to receive the permits
to have the Labor Day Festivities.

that were needed

The motion was

L-1\J LJ

seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington.
then passed unanimously.

The motion was

The next item on the agenda concerning

I

repair of the gravely tractor was withdrawn.
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion for
adjournment.
Cunningham.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar
The motion was then passed by Council.

At this

time the meeting was then adjourned.

I

Ashley ,.4y[ayor
"Sharon Thomas', City Recorder

I
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 2, 1980
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council
was held in the Council Chambers on September 2, 1980
at 8:00 P. M. Present were Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon
Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large
Mary Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Jack Moon,
And Councilman Ronald King. Also present was City Attorney,
W. Stuart Calwell.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable
Art Ashley. The invocation was given by Councilman Joe
Savilla.

I

I

APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 19, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES: Councilman Ronald King stated that before the
minutes were approved that there be a correction made.
He stated that on the resolution that the Student Council
of the Nitro High School requested the name change of
Second Avenue to Third Avenue be changed unofficially.
He went on to say that the minutes read officially. Mayor
Ashley then said that it should be changed to read unoffically.
Councilman at Large Pennington then stated that he had a
correction. He stated that the minutes said to present the
following items for discussion of the Civic Benefits Assoc.
was left off of the first item. He stated that he asked
for four items. And he went on to say on page 259 in
the middle paragraph it states the vote was five to two.
He said that his vote was aliminated and that the vote
should have been six to two. The Mayor then asked if
there were any other corrections. Stuart Calwell, City
Attorney then stated that he had some advice that could
be taken by the Council or ignored. He asked that Council
look on page 273. He stated that there was a motion
made by Councilman at Large Pennington concerning the
limitation of spending by the Mayor and City Recorder.
He stated further that the motion as passed is in
contridiction with the City ordinances and charter.
City Attorney, Stuart Calwell stated that the City
Recorder has been authorized to approve City expenditures
and the City Recorder by the City ordinances or the
charter have that authority. He further stated that
authority probably belongs to the City Treasurer. He
stated that he felt that the motion and resolution as
passed was out of order; and secondly he stated that
he was not sure that this can be accomplished by
resolution that there may have to be a ordinance passed

284
on the limitation of expenditures. Mayor Ashley then proposed
that a committee be formed shared by Councilman at Large
Pennington, Councilman Savilla, and Councilman Moon to respond
to the recommendations of our City Attorney. Councilman at
Large Pennington then made a motion to remove the City Recorder's
name from the motion made at the last council meeting. The
motion was then seconded by Councilman Moon. Mr. Calwell
stated that he felt that Council should reconsider the course
in which Council has chosen to accomplish this end of having
some limitation on spending. And he went on to say he thought
it should be done by ordinance. The Mayor then stated that
there is a motion on the floor that simply deletes City Recorder
from the resolution but does not answer your question. Councilman at Large Pennington withdrew his motion to delete the City
Recorder from the resolution. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout
then made a motion to reconsider the motion made at last council
meeting concerning limitation of spending. This motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington. The motion was passed
with one opposition and one abstention. Councilman Joe Savilla
then made a motion that the corrected minutes of the September 2,
1980 Council Meeting be approved. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Cunningham. The motion was then passed.
APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 29, 1980 SPECIAL COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES: Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a
motion to accept the August 29, 1980 Special Council Meeting
Minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald King.
The motion was passed by unanimous vote.
VARIANCE REQUEST FROM MRS. MARY ROBERTS OF 1211
12TH STREET TO SELL HOMECRAFTS, ETC. THAT SHE MAKES IN HER
GARAGE:Mayor Ashley then turned the floor over to Mr.Robert
Sergent, Building Inspector for the City of Nitro. Mr. Sergent
stated that Mrs. Roberts had come to him and asked him what she
should do to accomplish her goal. He said that he told her
to ask for a variance through the Zoning Board of Appeals which
the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Nitro requires. He further
stated that she will be forced into retirement because of a
disabling muscular disease. Mr. Sergent said that she was
wanting to have to sell these items (needle work, homemade dolls,
etc.) from her home which is a R2 zone which permits this.
He further stated that the copies you have in front of you
states that the same is permitted in a r2 zone has in Rl zone.
And under Rl, this comes under subsection B and under this
comes home occupation. He went on to say that this would
be allowed under a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals.
He further stated that he felt that there is nothing that would
keep her from this. Councilman at Large Casto made a motion
that the variance be granted. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Cunningham.
The motion was then passed unanimously.
POST OFFICE PARKING: Mayor Ashley turned the floor
over to Councilman at Large Pennington. After much discussion
Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to paint the curb
yellow and see what happens and go from there. The Mayor then
stated that he felt that the school should notified to let the
kids know that if they park there they will get a ticket. Council-
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man at Large Pennington extended his motion to include
the painting of four spaces in front of the post office
yellow and they are to be designated,eventually, as post
office parking only. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Joe Savilla. The motion was then passed by unanimous vote.
OFFERING OF A RESOLUTION TO FLY THE FLAG AT HALF-MAST:
Mayor Ashley turned the floor over to Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto. Councilman at Large Casto stated that today
marked the three hundred and fourth day of capativity for
fifty-two innocent American hostages being held in Iran.
He went on to say that many cities in America, in showing
their support for their fellow citizens, are flying their
flags at half-mast in front of their city halls. He stated
further that he wished to put in the form of a motion that
we,the City of Nitro,in showing our complete and total
support for our fellow Americans being held in Iran start
flying our flag in front of City Hall at half-mast until
all fifty-two hostages are released and returned to safety
in the United States of America. This was seconded by
Councilman Moon. The motion was then passed unanimously.

I

I

FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE PAYROLL
PRACTICES OF THE CITY TREASURER: The Mayor stated that
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout would be making the
presentation. Councilwoman at Large Trout stated that
this had to do with the Fire Department payroll not being
figured the way that they think it should be figured.
Some members of the Fire Department have prepared a paper
showing their basepay and what their time and a half,
and so on equals out to be. Councilwoman Trout made a
motion that a committee be formed to work with the Fire
Department to see what has happened and investigate and
see if some resolution can be reached. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. Mayor Ashley then
stated if there was any other further discussion.
Councilman
Cunningham stated he had discussed the problem with some
members of the fire department. And he had taken these
figures to Monsanto and had them work out the figures
and they came very close to the figures that the City had.
He went on to say that he wanted some of the members of
the fire department to be there when this committee that
is formed goes over these figures. He stated that this
is the only way that each side can feel justified as to
what they are saying to each other and arrive at a correct
solution to this problem. After further discussion the
motion was voted on and it was passed by Council.
SALE OF 1973 HONDA MOTORCYCLE: The Mayor stated that
the Police Department also wanted to sell a 1977 Dodge
Cursier that needed some engine repair. Mayor Ashley
then turned the floor over to Chief Kenneth Webb. Chief
Webb stated that he would like to have bids taken on the
motorcycle and the cursier. City Attorney, Stuart Calwell
stated that there should be a price established as to what
the City should get out of each of those and just advertise
them for sale or you could just run an ad that you have
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surplus property that you want to sell and that you will accept
bids from the general public for each of those items. Councilman
Cunningham stated that it should be advertised that under a
certain amount would not be accepted for each item. He went
on to make a motion that these items be put up for bid in the
proper fashion. The motion was then seconded by Councilman
Savilla. The motion was approved unanimously.
PROBLEM ON OKEY AVENUE: Mayor Ashley then turned the
floor over to Councilman Jack Moon. He stated that the hillside
is slipping down into the property of Pete Lewis, Jr. He further
stated that both Gene Williams and Bob Sergent have looked at the
property. Councilman Moon said that he was at a lose as to what
to do about the problem. He stated that apparently this slip
occurred when the City issured a building permit to an apartment
building that went in about two lots over from the Lewis home.
This probably changed the contour of the hillside and when it
rained the water would run onto Okey Avenue. He then stated
that this would run off onto the adjacent property from Mr.
Lewis. This property is owned by a Mr. Hicks. This began to
slide the hillside into the property of Mr. Lewis. Mr. Hicks
asked and was granted the right to move his house. Thus, the runoff goes across the vacant lot and is now adjacent to Mr. Lewis'
property. Councilman Moon said he would like to see if Gene or
Bob could offer him some sort of sloution,or the property owner
some solution,or a compromise between the property owners. He
went on to say he was at a total lose as to what the answer is.
The Mayor then stated that he had a project sheet on this dated
August 22, 1980. He went on to say that the property was examined
by Mr, Williams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Sergent, and Mr. Lewis, the property
owner and a neighbor, and it was determined at that time that it
was all private property and the only remedy at that time was to
be by private contract by private owners to remove water supply
that was causing the slide. Councilman Moon stated that Mr. Lewis
called him and had asked him if the other property owners could
be held liable for the slide coming on his property.
Councilman
Moon stated that he did not know. Mayor Ashley then asked if
Mr. Sergent, Nitro Building Inspector had anything to add to this.
Mr. Sergent stated that if the City was going to get involved that
they may ask Appalachian Engineers to take a look at it and see
what their findings are. He further stated that we were up there
and at that time Mr. Lewis had stated that there had been some
water runoff on that side of the hill in back of the apartment
houses and that Mr. Reynolds, the owner of the property had
changed the contour of the land in order for the water to run over
the other way. Mr. Sergent went on to say that it was quite possible
that some of the water did but there was already a deep ditch cut
in behind there, which is an old county road which that water
flowed down and in examining this we even found trees down in the
edge of the ditch that is six inches in diameter; so that ditch
had been there a long time. He went on to say that in examining
this further the slip or slide started forty to fifty feet on the
upper side of that old county road. Mr. Sergent stated that,
reguardless, how it was changed on the lower side it wouldn't
have caused it to slide up that far on the mountain.
Councilman
at Large Pennington then stated that he didn't think that the City
should get involved. Councilman Moon said that he was just trying
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to get some expert advice. Mayor Ashley then stated that
from what Mr. Sergent has stated that we can take the position
that in this point and time this is an issure that the
City is not involved in and the Mayor asked that Councilman
Moon put that in writing to the parties involved.
PROBLEM ON MICHIGAN AVENUE: Councilman Moon stated
that he had received a complaint from a Mrs. Richards of
Michigan Avenue. The problem concerns that rental property
at 701 Michigan Avenue owned by a Mr. W. A. Braunlin who
lives at 1104 1st Avenue in Nitro has been maintained in
an offensive condition by allowing garbage and litter to
be scattered around the front, side, and rear yard of the
building. He further stated that Mrs. Richards said
that the grass had not been cut since the occupants moved
out in early June. Councilman Moon stated that he has
had several complaints on this property and he also realized
that a letter had been sent to Mr. Braunlin from Mr. Sergent,
Building Inspector. He went on to say that he had spoken
to Mrs. Richards on Sunday and nothing been resolved.
Councilman Moon asked if something couldn't be done. Mr.
Sergent, Nitro Building Inspector stated that he had to wait
until advertisements of a form letter he had the City Attorneys
draft had been published until he could take any action.
He further stated that this had been done and he had taken
action the day of the Council Meeting.
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PROBLEM ON BLACKWOOD STREET: Councilman Moon stated
that the City of Nitro had received a summons on,approximately,
July 2, 1980 and the City has yet to answer this summons. He
went on to say that this was all new to him. But he said
that if the City had received a summons from the lawyers
of these people on Blackwood Street that it should be answered
by the City of Nitro. Mayor Ashley stated that to the best
of his knowledge he had not received a summons. He then
asked Connie Stephens, General Manager of the Nitro Sanitary
Board if she had received a summons from the citizens of
Blackwood Street. Ms. Stephens stated that she had not.
Councilman Jack Moon then stated that he had talked,
earlier, with the previous City Recorder, Donald Karnes
and he stated that Mr. Karnes said that to the best of his
knowledge he turned the summons over to Jeremiah McCormick.
Councilman Moon stated that at that time Mr. McCormick was
the City Attorney. Councilman Moon said that he was just
going from heresay and was trying to piece all the loose
ends together. The Mayor then read the Council Meeting
Minutes of October 2, 1979 concerning this situation on
Blackwood Street. After reading these minutes it was clear
that of October 2, 1979 Blackwood Street had been given a
formal acceptance of an offer of dedication. Mayor Ashley
then stated that they would get with Mr. McCormick and find
out about the summons and respond to it if there was such
a summons.
BIDS OPENED ON INSURANCE BIDS: Mayor Ashley turned
the floor over to Sharon Thomas, City Recorder and then it
was stated that she had turned the bids over to some of

zaa
the Council members. Councilman at Large Pennington asked if all
the bid forms were the same and it was stated that they were.
So he then asked if only the total bid for the total premium
would be given and it was stated that was acceptable.
Councilman at Large Pennington read the bid as follows:
Ernie Allison Insurance Agency, 902 Dupont Avenue, Nitro, WV.
Total premium bid of eleven thousand one hundred and ninty dollars,
Councilman Moon read the bid from Insurance Exchange, Inc. on
607 6th Avenue, St. Albans, WV. Total premium is eighteen
thousand two hundred and eight-four dollars.
Councilman King read the bid from Commerical Insurance Service,
Inc.from Charleston, WV. Total premium is twelve thousand
eight hundred and sixty-three dollars.
Councilman Cunningham read the bid from Nationwide Insurance
C o . T o t a l premium is twelve thousand seven hundred and thirtytwo dollars.
Councilman at Large Pennington then made a motion to form a
committee of three to look over these bids and make sure all
the other elements of the bid is compatible with each other.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. Mayor
Ashley then cautioned that this committee, if formed, should
act immediately because our insurance coverage expires at the
end of the week. Councilman at Large Pennington then stated that
they should act tonight. The Mayor then declared a ten minute
recess so this could be accomplished. After the ten minute recess
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that the committee had come
to the conclusion that the Ernie Allison Insurance Agency was
the low bidder. Councilman at Large Pennington then made a
motion that the City accepts that bid and maintains the services
of this insurance agency. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto. The motion was then passed by unanimous
vote.
HERB FITZSIMMONS-USE OF AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING:
The floor wasthen turned over to Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto. Councilman at Large Casto introduced Mr. Herb Fitzsimmons
and told Council of his wish to use the Nitro American Legion
Building as a Weight Lifting Facility. After much discussion
about insurance and contracts Councilman at Large Pennington made
a motion that Mr. Fitzsimmons be allowed permission to use the
building with a year's contract with a renewal clause providing
the insurance covers the City's liability at that building.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto.
Councilman Savilla then stated that he wanted some further
discussion. He stated that he felt that if Mr. Fitzsimmons would
keep the building cleaned up and have a place of recreation for
some members of Nitro; he said he thought that Mr. Fitzsimmons
should be granted a five year lease and if something comes up
that the building is really needed the lease would be relinquished.
It was then agreeded that there would be a four year contract
through June 30th of the present administration's term. Councilman at Large Pennington then withdrew everthing so that there was
no motion at all on the floor. Councilman at Large Pennington
then made a motion that Mr. Fitzsimmons be allowed to use the
building provided that the City has adquate coverage and that
the lease be provided for one year at a time with a renewable
clause which protects him. The motion was seconded by Councilman
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Savilla.
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The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

APPOINTMENT OF STEVE WEST TO NITRO POLICEMEN CIVIL
SERVICE COMMISSION!Mayor Ashley stated that he would
like the Council's approval of his request for appointment
of Mr. Steve West to Nitro's Policemen Civil Service Commission
replacing Councilman Omar Cunningham who resigned that position
to run for office in the City of Nitro. It was moved by
Councilman at Large Pennington and seconded by Councilwoman
at Large Mary Trout. The motion was passed by unanimous vote.
APPOINTMENT OF MIKE GREENLEAF AS TREASURER: Mayor
Ashley then made a request for the appointment of Mr. Mike
Greenleaf as City Treasurer due to the resignation of Sharon
Thomas as City Treasurer only. The request was moved by
Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. Councilman Cunningham then asked
if Mr. Greenleaf was a resident of Nitro. Mr. Greenleaf
stated that the line passes somewhere along where he lives
but he wasn't sure where. After some discussion it was
established that the rate of pay would be the same for him
as the previous City Treasurer. The motion was then passed
by Council with one abstention.
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LETTER FROM 0. C. SANDERS REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR
THE ANTIQUE CAR SHOW PARADE AND 10,000 METER RUN ROUTE
SEPTEMBER 13, 19801Mayor Ashley then turned the floor
over to Mr. 0. C. Sanders. By the request of the Mayor
Mr. Sanders stated some of the activities involved in the
Antique Car Show Parade and Meter Run. Mr. Sanders stated
that on Friday, September 12, 1980 there would be music
and a street dance. And then on Saturday, September 13, 1980
there will be a car show, meter run, and car show parade.
Mr. Sanders stated he was requesting approval from the
Nitro Police Department and Council for the route of the
Meter Run and Car Show Parade Route. Councilman at Large
Pennington made a motion to give permission to the Lions
Club to let them have the activities they have requested.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Casto. The
motion was then passed unanimously.
LETTER FROM MR. ELMER FIKE REGUARDING IMPROVED
TRAFFIC PATTERNS FOR NITRO: Mayor Ashley stated that
for the purpose of examining his recommendation as well
as several others we have had concerning traffic flow in
the City form a committee for this purpose. He stated that
he would be looking for volunteers. Councilman Joe Savilla
stated that he would volunteer. The Mayor then requested
that he be chairman of that committee. Councilman Savilla
stated that he would be glad to be chairman for thhat committee,
Councilman at Large Casto also volunteered.

I

Mayor Ashley then stated that he would like to recognize
Councilman Omar Cunningham to make a report on the activities
of the Labor Day weekend. Councilman Cunningham gave a brief
presentation of what activities went on and gave thanks
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to the people that contributed their time and effort. He further
stated that the Labor Unions contributed to the activities and
the activities did not cost the City of Nitro anything. He
further stated that he would have a whole year to plan for next
year's Labor Day activities and they would be bigger and better.
The Mayor recommended that Councilman Cunningham be officially
designated as the man in charge of these activities for next year,

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion that the
Council Meeting be adjourned. Mayor Ashley requested that before
the meeting was adjourned that he would like to address the Council
Mayor Ashley stated that at the last Council Meeting on August
19, 1980 there were points made that require a response from
the Chair. He stated that it is, in fact, one of the duties of
the Chair is to establish an agenda for these council meetings.
He went on to say that the reason he didn't want to repeat
the Civic Benefits Association subject was that he was concerned
about having our relationship with the Civic Benefits become a
political football. He stated that unfortunately that is exactly
what had happened. He further stated that the City Attorney had
advised us of the statutes but I chose to disreguard his advice
reguarding that point and I apologize to Mr. Calwell for that.
The Mayor further stated that it was the Chair's right and
priviledge to rule the subject matter out of order; or it would
have been my right if I had chose to do that and I would submit
to you as members of the Council, that in my judgment, that the
intend was nto to state a position on the question of the Civic
Benefits Association because that had been done privately. He
stated that instead the purpose was to divide the Council. The
Mayor went on to say that perhaps it is naive for the newcomers
of the Council to expect that we are going to operate in harmony
because that is not the political way of life in this country
and perhaps that is the way it should be. But, he stated that
we should be able to work in harmony on key issues when it
comes to the management of the City's business. The Mayor
further stated that he would like to site some example of
things that he must personally take exception to. He stated
that first of all this project or this proposal was identified
was the Civic Benefit Proposal and it was, in fact, an indentification
of the needs of the City; intended for use well beyond just the
presentation to the Civic Benefits Association. He went on to say
that he did take the material and present it to the Civic Benefit
Association as was stated, however, I was one of two people that
was to be at that presentation and the other person was not present.
The Mayor stated that we have not; and I quote from the minutes
of the last council meeting, from Councilman Pennington, "I do not
want to put the City or the Council in the position of being
critized later should we not receive the amount of money that we
have asked for." Mayor Ashley said, that in fact, we have not
asked for a specific amount of money; unless someone else has
and I do not know about it. Mayor Ashley then went on to say
he did not author the document presented to the Civic Benefit
Association and that many people participated in the preparation
of the document. He stated that there were enough people
participating in the preparation of the document to attest
to the fact that the only thing he authored was the letter in
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the front of the proposal directed to Mr. Bill Patterson. He
stated that he did author the letter signed by members of the
Council. He also said that Council was urged to participate
in the preparation of the document and he stated that he was
proud to say that with a single exception the document has received
extremely high praise. The Mayor then stated that he was most
grateful to the people that worked in the preparation of it and
he stated he thought it was extremely well done in the proper
direction and for the right cause. He also stated that there
had been a reference made that in a very short time that this
administration had caused the Council to operate with no facts,
except after the facts, reckless spending, little or no communications,
and even the loss of the Nitro ambulance service. He stated
that the city of Nitro has not lost ambulance service; he stated
that the ambulance authority was dividing the service between
ourselves and Cross Lanes. The Mayor said he could not see how
anyone from the last adminstration could dare to accuse this
adminstration of causing the loss of that ambulance in the City
of Nitro and he stated that they worked very hard to keep that
ambulance here but we failed. The Mayor stated that in os far
as salary increases go because of the Sunshine Laws we were limited
in terms of the conduct of the meeting and could not vote; but he
stated that we presented what the Civic Benefit Association called
a quantified request because they did not know how many city employees
we had or what they made and we identified that to them. He stated
that we put a proposed figure in. Mayor Ashley stated that
Councilman Pennington had said that "I do not think Council would
have to voted to discriminate against our garbage workers or trash
workers and the people who do a tremendous job in the field."
The Mayor stated that this obviously implies that we had recommended
something specific for them and we, in fact, had agreeded before
hand that Councilman King would chair a committee whose sole purpose
was to allocate any monies we received in terms of specific
modifications to salaries by city employees. He stated that as
far as the signing of the letter is concerned, it was an issue
that was spoken to by several people. He then read the letter
and stated that Senator Bird saw fit to endorse what we were
trying to do. He further stated that Congressman Hutchinson
also signed it and they did without having seen the proposal.
He stated it was not intended an an endorsement for the content
of the entire package and it was intended in such a way that
it would not imply that. The Mayor stated that anyone who takes
the stand that this was handled poorly stands alone. He further
stated that we are reasonable people and we have our differences
politically and personally but if we are reasonable people then
we are going to have to reason together. He stated that we are
going to have to do this before it is too late because we were
elected to do a job that we all take very seriously.
Councilman King then stated that on item four on tonigt's
agenda concerning post office parking that he had something to add.
He stated that what he thought they came up with was two signs.
He went on to say that it has come to his attention that if they
paint the curb yellow and put up signs; what are we going to do
park half a car? Councilman King stated that what he was thinking
was have a stencil made saying,"15 Minutes Parking Only "
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and stencil this on the side of the curb in each slot
disignated. Councilman King said he would like to have
the previous motion amended to fifteen minute parking
only stenciled on the side of the curb. Councilman
at Large Pennington withdrew the previous motion and
seconded the amended motion. The motion then passed
with a unanimous vote.

I

Councilman King then made a motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.
The motion was passed unanimously and the meeting was
adjourned.

I
Sharon Thomas, City Recorder
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NITRO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Nitro, West Virginia
September 16, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on September 16, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and
Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Mike Greenleaf, Treasurer, and
Stuart Calwell, City Attorney. Mrs. Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, and
Councilman at Large Pennington were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Reverend Wade Austin of Nitro Church of God.

I

APPROVAL OF THE SEPT. 2, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: It was stated
that the name of Councilman Omar Cunningham was omitted from the first
paragraph of the minutes for September 2;, .1980.: Councilman Joe iSavilla
made a motion to approve the minutes with the addition ,of the on& correction.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham. The motion was then
passed.
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH: Mary Elizabeth Wampler, a citizen of the City
of Nitro, was recognized as the "citizen of the month". She received a
round of applause and then stated that she has been living at the end of
Sattes for thirty-some years and is proud of it. She thanked those present
at the meeting and was thanked and congratulated in return.
REGIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL: The presentation that was to be
presented to the City Council Meeting by Mr. Byron Carpenter and Mr.
Michael Russell was postponed. Mr. Carpenter was ill, and Mr. Russell was
not able to attend at that time. They shall be at a future meeting.

I

RESOLUTION TO INCLUDE WILLIAMS DRIVE IN STATE ROAD SYSTEMS: It was
stated that the resolution to include Williams Drive in the State Road
Systems looked good except for the opinion of approval by the council.
It was also stated that in a letter of August 21, 1979, Mayor Gibson
wrote to Mr. Campbell of the Department of Highways saying that the
members of the council considered this a progressive move for the residents
of Nitro and Park Addition.
Councilman Savilla moved the motion. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Cunningham. The motion was then passed by a unanimous vote.
It was then stated that a letter would be sent to the Department of
Highways notifying them that the resolution had been passed.
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NITRO HIGH SCHOOL'S REQUEST FOR PERMIT FOR HOMECOMING PARADE,
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1980: It was stated that Nitro High School had
requested a permit for the Homecoming Parade on Saturday, September 27,
1980. It had been hoped that Harry Adkins would be present, but he had
to attend the Majorette Festival. The parade was believed to start at the
interstate and come up toward the bridge and then come back down. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto forwarded the motion to allow them to have the
parade just as it has been for the past five years. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion was then passed.

I

APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILMAN RONALD KING AND COUNCILMAN OMAR CUNNINGHAM
TO SERVE AS CHAIRMEN OF THE 1981 LABOR DAY FESTIVITIES:
This item on the
agenda was carried over from the last council meeting. It concerns the
appointment of Councilman Ronald King and Councilman Omar Cunningham to
serve as the Co-Chairmen of the 1981 Labor Day Festivities. Cunningham
stated that he is very pleased with this year's activities. Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto moved that the council members appoint Ronald King
and Omar Cunningham as the Chairmen of the Labor Day Festivities of 1981.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout seconded the motion. The motion was
passed unanimously.
REQUEST BY SALVATION ARMY TO PLACE CHRISTMAS KETTLES IN FRONT OF THE
BUSINESS PLACES IN NITRO: The Nitro City Council has a copy of a letter
dated September 4 from the Salvation Army requesting to place Christmas
Kettles in front of business places in the City of Nitro. They want the
Christmas Kettles out from November 28 to December 24. Councilwoman at
Large Mary Trout moved that they should be allowed to do this. This
motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed
unanimously.

I

AUDIT REQUEST: It was requested by the Chair for the Council to
approve and audit the city records for the fiscal year, June 30,' 1979
through June 30, 1980. The audit for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1979
is to be presented by the State Tax Examiners Department. It was decided
that a committee should select an audit firm or agency and also select
the proper time to proceed with the arrangements for the audit. Those on
the committee include Councilman Jack Moon, City Attorney Stuart Calwell,
Treasurer Mike Greenleaf, and Councilman Joe Savilla.
Councilman Joe Savilla moved that all legal papers should be taken
care of expeditiously. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout 'seconded the
motion. Councilman Jack Moon opposed the motion.
PARADE PERMIT FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 6-11; Mr. Dave Jones from
the Nitro Fire Department was present at the meeting and requested a
parade permit. Since October 6-11 is Fire Prevention Week, the fire
department requested to have a parade, perhaps every night of the week.
They also want to have some fire demonstrations on different types of
fires, therefore, they asked for a permit for burning. It will be left
up to Chief Hedrick to designate the times he would like to have these
activities. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto accepted this motion as long
as the times would be advertised in advance. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Ronald King. The motion then passed.

I
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LOGO FOR THE CITY OF NITRO: A logo format for the City of Nitro was
presented to council members. Councilwoman at Large Trout made the motion
to accept this logo. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack Moon. The
council members went on to discuss having a slogan for Nitro. Councilman
Joe Savilla stated that he would go before Nitro High's Student Council
and also Poca High's Student Council to ask them for their help in providing the City of Nitro with the appropriate slogan. Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto Seconded this motion. Council members then went on
to discuss the possibility of forming a select committee to judge the
slogans. The resolution to have city schools pick a slogan for the City
of Nitro then passed.
EXAMINATION OF ALTERNATIVE DATA PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS: City
Treasurer Mike Greenleaf noted that the cost of operating a computer is
$1581 per month. He went on to say that we could have these operations
done by an outside contractor for $400 to $500 per month. It was
decided that Michael E. Greenleaf would contact two other data processing
firms. A committee, consisting of Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman
Jack Moon, and Councilman Omar Cunningham, will consider the treatment
of the question concerning the continued use of this computer and a
selection of the terms to offer a package of information. This decision
is to be made on Friday, 1:00 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.

I

RAPID TRANSIT: Councilman Joe Savilla brought up the question of
the appointments that he was to make with Rapid Transit. He also stated
that the person who has been servicing for the city was Dr. Guy Cassell.
The members of the council had received correspondence from the Kanawha
Valley Regional Transportation Authority recommending Dr. Cassell to
them. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion that they ask Dr. Cassell to
stay on as a representative. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto. The motion was then passed.

Councilman Omar Cunningham made the motion to adjourn, but he then
withdrew the motion.

CONSIDERATION OF CITY PROPERTY: It was brought up that the cityowned property in the area adjacent to the land proposed for the boat
launch facility had been approved by authority, and the only problem was
matching funds. This property is approximately eight-tenths of an acre,
and it was the request of the Chair to get a real estate appraisal on
that property for the purpose of putting it up for sale as a way of the
City of Nitro providing some of the matching funds. The amount needed
on the boat dock is $189,000. Councilman Omar Cunningham made a motion
to allow Mayor Art Ashley to get an appraisal on the old water intake
property. The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The
motion then passed.

I

Councilman Omar Cunningham then made a motion to adjourn. The motion
waa^saconded by^CpuncLlmanj KJ|ng. The motion was passed unanimously and
te

SHARON THOMAS , CITY RECORDER.
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
October 7, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on October 7, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King,
and Councilman Jack Moon. Also present was Jeremiah McCormick. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Omar Cunningham, City Treasurer
Mike Greenleaf, and City Attorney Stuart Calwell were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Reverend Wilbur Turner of St. Paul's United
Methodist Church.

I

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 16, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman
Joe Savilla moved to accept the September 16 minutes. It was stated that
the name of Mary Elizabeth Wampler read Mary Elizabeth Walker, but had
been corrected before the meeting began. The motion to accept the Sept.
16, 1980 minutes was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The
motion passed unanimously.
MARY BETH REVEAL-HOMECOMING QUEEN: Mayor Art Ashley stated that the
Council would like to give recognition to Mary Beth Reveal for being
elected Miss Wildcat 1980-1981, though it was not on the official agenda.
Mary was invited to the meeting but was not able to attend.

The next item on the agenda was to recognize Mr. Tom Townsend as the
Citizen of the Month, but Mr. Townsend had not yet arrived. The council
skipped this item of business until Mr. Townsend showed up.

I

BETTY DEAN-WV MUNICIPAL LEAGUE: Mayor Art Ashley introduced Betty
Dean, the executive director of the WV Municipal League, to those present
at the meeting. With her was Mr. Vaughn, the attorney for the WV Municipal
League and also the attorney for the Nitro Sanitary Board. The mayor
stated that the WV Municipal League is of vital importance to municipalities
in the state of West Virginia. It is the Chair's hope that Nitro would
become an active participant in the league and attend conferences whenever
possible. Mayor Ashley stated that he and Mr. Greenleaf attended a meeting
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on police and firemen pension funds that was conducted by the Municipal
League. The mayor also attended their annual meeting in Canaan Valley.
Betty Dean invited everyone to attend one of their meetings. She also
stated that the mid-winter conference will be held sometime in February.
Letters are to be sent out ahead of time telling the exact date.

I

TOWNE-N-COUNTRY LANES APPLICATION FOR CITY LICENSE: Mayor Art Ashley
turned the floor over to Mr. Jeremiah McCormick, who was filling in for
City Attorney Stuart Calwell. Mr. McCormick stated that Towne-N-Country
Lanes had not made proper application and had not been issued a license
from the city. City Attorney Stuart Calwell has had several conversations
with the attorney of the bowling alley, but the issues were not compromisable.
It was then stated that the city can either attempt to shut down the bowling
alley, or they can issue a serious crime based upon their operating without
a valid city license. It was also stated that the Chair would be glad to
entertain a motion to proceed with the necessary action to enforce the
license ordinance against Towne-N-Country. Councilman Savilla stated that
the bowling alley probably doesn't think that the city will take them to
court. It was also stated that if the bowling alley gets away with this,
what would keep all other businesses in Nitro from doing the same. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to draft a letter to the city attorneys
advising them to pursue this matter to the furthest extent of the law.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Jadk Moon. The motion then passed
unanimously.
MR. TOM TOWNSEND-#7 MAIN AVENUE CITIZEN OF THE MONTH: Mayor Art
Ashley took the occasion to acknowledge the presence of Mr. Tom Townsend.
The mayor stated that Tom Townsend had been selected as Nitro's Citizen
of the Month of September, 1980. Mr. Townsend is also a condidate for the
statewide West Virginia honor. Mr. Townsend has been a resident of Nitro
since 1939. He is retired from Carbide and is a member of the First
Baptist Church of Nitro. He is also a member of the Lion's Club. He
helped to organize Nitro Civitan and also helped with the very first
Antique Car Show. Mr. Townsend's wife, a former teacher at Nitro Jr. High,
was also present at the meeting. Mayor Art Ashley handed Mr. Townsend a
book as a token gift from the city. The Townsends then received a round
of applause.

I

CRINER -VS- THE CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Art Ashley turned the floor
over to Mr. Jeremiah McCormick. This item on the agenda concerned the
control of surface water above Mr. Criner's residence. There is now a
12" storm drain buried beneath the Criner's property. A new line would
be tied into the existing line, and, possibly, the existing line would be
increased in size to handle the water. The area of the catch basin will
allow water to drain to the catch basin from the direction of Penwood Ave.
and Calderwood Ave. as well as water from the direction of the Blake Creek
Water Shed. This water collection will serve to control surface water that
would otherwise drain from the road down to the Criner residence and the
property owned by his neighbors on either side. It was stated that this
matter required no action from the council.
RESERVE STREET IN FRONT OF NITRO HIGH SCHOOL FOR SCHOOL PARKING:
Mayor Art Ashley called upon Councilman Joe Savilla to pen the discussion
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on school parking. Councilman Savilla stated that he and Mayor Ashley had
had a meeting with Nitro High's principal, Mr. Lyons, and Nitre's viceprincipal, Mr. May. They are working on the problem of eliminating the
parking situation. Father Byer of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church has
agreed to have the city approval to use about 35 spaces behind the church
for students to park during school hours. There will be assigned parking,
and students will be required to turn in their keys. Councilman Savilla
stated that they are working on a similar deal with a couple of other
churches in the area. The Board of Education is planning a parking lot
directly behind the school on Third Avenue. Councilman Joe Savilla put a
motion before the council to reserve the entire section from Second Ave.
to Third Ave. on 21 Street as school parking only. Presently, this section
is for two-hour parking only. The council is trying to establish certain
areas where students can park. Students will be able to park in front of
the school, behind the Catholic Church, and behind the school. Mr. Lyons
said to Mayor Ashley and Councilman Savilla that if the school is able to
offer a place for students to park, then they can place restrictions on
them. If students violate their parking spaces, they will get their
driving privileges taken away. Councilman Savilla's motion to reserve the
section from Second Avenue to Third Avenue for school parking only was
seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion passed unanimously.
DATE SET FOR TRICK OR TREAT: Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout to discuss the date set for Trick or Treat in
the City of Nitro. In the interest of the safety for children, Councilwoman
at Large Trout proposed that the City of Nitro have Trick or Treat Night
on October 30, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Councilwoman Trout went on to
say that the reason for having Trick or Treat on Thursday, October 30 was
because of the Nitro High football game against Poca on Friday, whick may
take a lot of people away from home. Councilman Joe Savilla seconded the
motion to have Trick or Treat on October 30. The motion passed unanimously.
WASHINGTON AVENUE AND SECOND STREET PROBLEM: Reverend Graley was
present at the meeting to discuss his problem. He stated that the problem
was his neighbor's garage. He also stated that it wasn't actually a
garage, and, if his neighbors wanted to get in the garage, he would have to
move all of his vehicles. He then asked the council to abandon the old
Kanawha Avenue. It was then stated that it would be inappropriate to
consider the question at that time. The mayor then stated that the council
would be taking further steps on the consideration of the garage, but not
all council members had seen it, so that, too, would be inappropriate to
consider at that time. As far as the City Council was concerned, this
item on the agenda required no action.

I

PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS: It was requested by the Chair to ask
for council approval of several appointments to the Planning Commission.
The first was that of the re-appointment of Councilman Casto to the Planning
Commission. Others to be appointed to the Planning Commission were Mr.
Max Lemma, Mr. Tom Waldorf, Sr., and Mr. Jim Amburgey. All of these men
are residents of Nitro. There is permission for ten members to be on the
commission, so there are some positions to fill. The Chair moved that the
four men recommended be accepted for position on the Planning Commission.
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The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout.
then passed unanimously.

The motion

CONTRIBUTION TO WV SPECIAL OLYMPICS: It was requested that the City
of Nitro sponsor or contribute to the West Virginia Special Olympics. There
were four amounts from which to choose to contribute. They were as follows:
Winner's Tribute, $495; Gold Sponsor Listing, $250; Silver Sponsor Listing,
$150; and the Bronze Sponsor Listing, $70. It was moved by Councilman Joe
Savilla to contribute the Bronze Sponsor Listing of $70. The motion was
seconded be Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion unanimously passed.

I

ORDINANCE REVISION: Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilman Savilla for
consideration of the Shoplifting Ordinance to the City of Nitro. Councilman
Savilla stated that the ordinance is very detailed and that he saw no reason
not to adopt this ordinance. It was then stated that the procedure for
adopting an ordinance not only required the approval of the Council but
also a first and second reading. Councilman Joe Savilla then read the
ordinance as follows:
80-3

SHOPLIFTING ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF NITRO
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
1.

SHOPLIFTING.

Consists of any one or more of the following acts:

(a) For any person willfully to take possession of any merchandise
offered for sale by any store with the intention of converting the same to
the use of such person without paying to the owner the value thereof.
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(b) For any person willfully to alter any label, price tag or
marking upon any merchandise offered for sale by any store with the intention
of depriving the owner of all or some part of the value thereof.
(c) For any person willfully to conceal upon his person or
otherwise any merchandise offered for sale by any store with the intention
of converting the same to the use of such person without paying to the owner
the value thereof.
(d) For any person willfully to transfoer any merchandise offered
for sale by any store from the container in or on which the same shall be
displayed to any other container with intent to deprive the owner of all or
some part of the value thereof.
2. STORE. Any store or mercantile establishment in which merchandise
is displayed for sale in such manner as to be readily accessible to persons
shopping therein.
3.

MERCHANDISE.

Includes the goods and wares.

4. OWNER OF MERCHANDISE. Includes the owner and any other person,
firm or corporation having the right to offer the same for sale as agent,
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consignee or in other capacity under any agreement with the owner of such
merchandise.

I

Penalties. If any person shall commit an act of shoplifting as
defined in this section, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be confined in the city jail not less than
one day nor more than twelve months, or both fined and imprisoned.
Shoplifting to constitute breach of peace. An act of shoplifting,
as herein defined, is hereby declared to constitute a breach of the
peace, and any citizen of this state may arrest a person committing any
such act of shoplifting in his presence.

I
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Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to sonstitute a variation
of the first reading on the second reading. Councilman Ronald King seconded
the motion. The motion then passed unanimously.
NOVEMBER 4, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING: Mayor Art Ashley stated that since
Tuesday, November 4, is Election Day, it would be inappropriate to plan a
meeting for that day. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to
reschedule the meeting for November 3. The motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion then passed unanimously.

I

COLLECTION CENTER FOR UTILITY BILLS: Mayor Art Ashley turned the floor
over to Councilman Ronald King. Councilman King made the motion for the
City of Nitro to sign contract agreements with C & P Telephone Company,
Columbia Gas Company, WV Water Company, and Appalachian Power Company for
bills to be paid at City Hall. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack
Moon. It was then requested that Councilman King go before the council
in two months to discuss how this proposal is working out.
HANDRAIL INSTALLED ON SEVENTH STREET: Councilman Ronald King stated
that there are two families of senior citizens living at 708 and 710
Seventh Street. One of them has poor eyesight and the other is very old.
They have a small embankment going from the street up to their sidewalk,
and they need some kind of support to get up the steps. They need the
council's approval because it is on city property. They will pay for, and
install the handrail. Councilman Joe Savilla seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.
NITRO JR. HIGH PERMIT FOR PARADE: Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout
stated that Nitro Jr. High had requested a permit for a parade. October
16 is the Jr. High's Homecoming Game. The parade will be on October 16 also.
Councilwoman at Large Trout made the motion to allow them to have the parade.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Cast. It passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then made a motion to allow Nitro High
School to have a parade on Thursday at 1:15 p.m. Councilman Ronald King
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
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REQUEST FROM ANDREW HEIGHTS SCHOOL TO SOLICIT FOR SCHOOL CARNIVAL
OCT. 25, 1980: Andrew Heights School has requested to have mothers and
teachers call on merchants of Nitro for donations for their school carnival.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made the motion to allow them to do this.
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Trout. The motion was
opposed by Councilman Jack Moon, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, and Councilman Joe Savilla. Mayor Art Ashley then cast the deciding vote, allowing
mothers and teachers to solicit for the Andrew Heights School Carnival.
NITRO POLICE DEPT. RESERVE POLICE; Mayor Art Ashley introduced Mr.
Elmer Dodson to the council members. Mr. Dodson stated that the Nitro
Reserve Police will be out Oct. 30, Oct. 31, and Nov. 1 from 6:00 p.m.
to 1:00 a.m. The directors of the Nitro Reserve Police are Sgt. John
Johnson and Ptl. Gary Blankenship. Patrolmen in the Police Reserves are
Earl Whittington, Glen Knight, William Sublett, Jr., Robert Lilly, Donand
Bowman, Hubert Smith, and Leo Boggess. The Reserve Police keep down
drinking and such at ball games and direct traffic. They are not allowed
to carry firearms or handcuffs; only maze and a nightstick.
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TRASH AROUND NITRO HIGH SCHOOL; Mayor Art Ashley stated that David
Russell, custodian at Nitro High School, was to be at the meeting to discuss
the subject of trash around the school but was not present.

I

A-LIFE GUARD ALARMS SYSTEMS: A-Life Guard Alarm Systems made the
proposal to modify the current alarms in the headquarters, making the
system more functional and eliminating various manufacturer's equipment.
This would be at no cost to the city and $150 per person using the services
of the alarms system. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to discuss this
later, and form a committee to evaluate this alarm system. He then included
in his motion to have the committee investigate other needs in the police
department. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto seconded the motion.
Councilman Savilla will Chair the committee while Councilman at Large Casto and
Councilwoman at Large Trout will serve on the committee.

Councilman King then made a motion to adjourn. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Casto. The motion passed unanimously,
and the meeting was adjourned.
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Mayor Art Ashley

City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
October 21, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on October 21, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman
at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe
Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, and Councilman Omar Cunningham. Also
present were Stuart Calwell, City Attorney, and Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer,
Councilman Jack Moon was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Ivan Meadows.

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 7, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES; Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto stated that the name of Mr. Tom Waldorf, Sr. was listed
as Ted Waldorf. It was also stated that the Reserve Police would be out
on October 30, 31, and November 1 instead of the Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday before. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to approve the
minutes as written with the two corrections. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed with one abstension.
(Councilman Pennington)
SECOND READING OF SHOPLIFTING
Shoplifting Ordinance for the City
Council Meeting. Mayor Art Ashley
the second reading. He read it as

I

ORDINANCE; The first reading of the
of Nitro was read at the October 7, 1980
called on Councilman Joe Savilla for
follows:
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No, 80-3
SHOPLIFTING ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF NITRO,
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA
1.

SHOPLIFTING.

Consists of any one or more of the
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following acts:
(a)

v
For any person wilfully to take possession of any

merchandise offered for sale by any store with the intention of
converting the same to the use of such person without paying to
the owner the value thereof.
(b)

For any person wilfully to conceal upon his person

or otherwise any merchandise offered for sale by any store with
the intention of converting the same to the use of such person
without paying to the owner the value thereof.
(c)

For any person wilfully to alter any label, price

tag or marking upon any merchandise offered for sale by any
store with the intention of depriving the owner of all or some

I

part of the value thereof.
(d)

For any person wilfully to transfer any merchandise

offered for sale by any store from the container in or on which
the same shall be displayed to any other container with intent to
deprive the owner of all or some part of the value thereof.
2.

SJTJDRE.

Any store or mercantile establishment in which

merchandise is displayed for sale in such manner as to be
readily accessible to persons shopping therein.
3.

MERCHANDISE.

Includes the goods and wares.

4.

OWNER OF MERCHANDISE.

Includes the owner and any other

person, firm or corporation having the right to offer the same
for sale as agent, consignee or in other capacity under any
acrc-c-,~c-nt with the owner of such merchandise.

I
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I

Penalties.

If any person shall commit an act of shoplifting

as defined in this section, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be confined in the city jail
not less than one day nor more than twelve months, or both fined
and imprisoned.
Shoplifting to constitute breach of peace.

An act of

shoplifting, as herein defined, is hereby declared to constitute
a breach of the peace, and any citizen of this state may arrest
a person committing any such act of shoplifting in his presence.

Mayor

I

Jity" Recorder

Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to approve the Shoplifting
Ordinance as it was read. The motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald
King. It was then stated that once a person is convicted of shoplifting
and has spent a day or so in the city jail, that person will be transferred to the Kanawha County Jail and the city will reimburse the county.
The motion then passed unanimously. The Shoplifting Ordinance for the
City of Nitro became effective immediately.

I

REINSTATE CURFEW FOR JUVENILES: Mayor Art Ashley turned the floor
over to Municipal Jedge Harvey Peyton. Judge Peyton stated that he wanted
to reinstate a curfew for juveniles. He also stated that it is a misdemeanor offense for persons under the age of eighteen to be on the streets
between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. If a delinquent child is
found on the streets during that time, an officer may deliver the child
to the Dunbar Child Shelter. Parents will be responsible for the presence
of their children on; the streets. There is a maximum of a $500 fine or
thirty days in jail. It was then stated that Huntington, Parkersburg,
and St. Albans had already adopted this ordinance. Councilman Joe Savilla
made a motion to adopt the curfew effective as of the second reading,
which will be on November 3, 1980. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Omar Cunningham. The motion then passed unanimously.
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RESCHEDULE MUNICIPAL COURT; Mayor Art Ashley again turned the floor
over to Municipal Judge Harvey Peyton, who was then filling in for City
Attorney Stuart Calwell. Judge Peyton stated that through the month of
August, the City of Nitro had been having substantial dockets one night a
week that would last up to 11:00 p.m. He then stated that for the past six
court sessions he had been out be 7:30 at the latest. Judge Peyton then
stated that he would prefer to have court no less than every other week.
If a lot of cases come up, we can go back to holding court every week. It
was then asked of Judge Peyton how he would set the date of the next court
session. He replied that the dispatchers set the dockets and that court
would be held every other Thursday.
Councilman Savilla then gave the first reading of the Ordinance to
Repeal Chapter 13, Section 6 of the City Code.
Councilman Mel Pennington made the motion to adopt the ordinance after
the second reading which will be on November 3, 1980. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed unanimously.

I

BIDS OPENED FOR 1973 HONDA: Mayor Art Ashley announced the opening of
bids for the 1973 Honda. The minimum bid acceptable on the Honda was $500.
After opening all the bids, council members found that a bid of $615 was the
highest bid on the 1973 Honda motorcycle. Councilman at Large Pennington made
a motion to accept the bid of $615. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Casto. The motion passed unanimously.
BIDS OPENED FOR 1977 POLICE CRUISER: It was stated that the lowest
acceptable bid for the 1977 Police Cruiser was $200. The highest bid received
on the cruiser was $200. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to accept
the bid of $200 for the cruiser. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington.
The motion then passed unanimously.
BIDS OPENED FOR D6 CATERPILLAR DOZER: It was stated that the lowest
acceptable bid for the D6 Caterpillar Dozer was $995. The highest bid
received on the dozer was $2420. It was moved by Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto to accept this bid of $2420. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
at Large Mary Trout. The motion passed unanimously.
It was then stated
that those with the highest bids on the 1973 Honda, 1977 Police Cruiser,
and the D6 Caterpillar Dozer would be notified.

I

ICE FISHING AT RIDENOUR MEMORIAL PARK: Mayor Art Ashley turned the
floor over to Mr. Jay Long, Recreation Director. Mr. Long read the ordinance for Ice Fishing at Ridenour Memorial Park. At the conclusion of the
ordinance reading, it was stated that no one should fish any further than
eight feet from the bank and should be attached to a safety line. It was
asked if the city would furnish these lines. The reply was that fishermen
should furnish their own lines and not be allowed to fish without them. It
was then stated that when a chunk is taken out of the ice, it should be set
beside the hole to serve as a marker.
Mr. Long asked permission from the council to have signs put up at
Ridenour Memorial Park with rules and regulations of the ice sports. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved to accept the ordinance which Mr. Long
read. The motion wast seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion
passed unanimously.

I
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CITY FLAG CONTEST: Councilman at Large Rusty Casto read the rules
of the City Flag Design Contest as follows:

I

CITY FLAG DESIGN CONTEST
I

RULES;
A. The contest is open to any citizen of Nitro.
B.

Flag designs are to be 12" x 20" and on a sheet of paper of the
same size. Both sides of the sheet may be used.

C.

Accompanying the flag design is to be a printed or typewritten
letter thoroughly explaining your design.
1.

D.

II

Ill

IV

Do not put your name on the design or on your accompanying explanation
sheet. Entries must be registered with an officer at either the
Bank of Nitro or the Citizen National Bank, where a number will be
assigned.

JUDGING;
A. Three judges will select three flag designs and rule on any dispute.
1. The judges will be Mrs. Dolly Withrow, Mr. Gordon McClanahan,
and Mr. Clyde Williard.
B.

I

Explain colors, animals, pictures, stars, etc. on the design
listing what they mean and stand for.

Judges will select three flag designs.

VOTING ON THE FLAG:
A. The three flags will be taken to each grade school allowing the
school children to vote on their choice.
B.

The flag design will be put in City Hall allowing citizens one week
to vote on their design.

C.

Voting will be secret by paper ballot.

D.

Voting ends at 4:00 p.m.

Monday, December 1, 1980

DECLARING WINNER;
A. Ballots will be counted on December 2, 1980 by the City Recorder.
B.

Winner will be announced by the City Recorder at the Council Meeting
on December 2, 1980.

C.

Winner receives $50.00 Savings Bond.

After reading, Councilman at Large Casto asked the council as to
whether they thought that the flag designs should be registered at the
Citizen's National Bank, which is in St. Albans. It was then stated that
the Citizen's National Bank has a branch office in Nitro. It was then

I
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stated that the Citizen's National Bank has a branch office in Nitro. It was
then stated that the $50 Savings Bond would not come out of city funds, and that
the donator did not want to be identified. It was then stated that the runnersup should also be awarded. It was decided that the winner would receive a
$50 Savings Bond, first runner-up would receive $25, and the second runnerup would receive $15 cash. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion
to accept this. The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The
motion passed unanimously.

I

NEW GAS PUMP FOR THE CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Ashley called on Mr. Gene
Williams, the Director of Public Works. Mr. Williams stated that the City
of Nitro is in need of a gas pump. It was then stated that it would be
better to buy an almost-new pump instead of a brand-new pump. The pump
that the city has now is five years old. It was also stated that a pump
for under $300 would be preferred. Mr. Williams is to contact companies
and various people to get some prices. There was no motion. The subject
of a new gas pump will be presented at the next Council Meeting.
PUTNAM COUNTY WATER AND SEWER PRESENTATION: For the purpose of giving
a Putnam County Water and Sewer Presentation, Mayor Ashley introduced Mr.
Douglas Freeman who is the Special Assistant for Water and Sewer projects
for Putnam County. Mr. Freeman had put a map on the wall that represented
a water and sewer plan for all of Putnam County. Mr. Freeman explained
the problems that they faced in developing the water and sewer plans. He
also explained how people who do not have adequate water supplies now will
be able to obtain water till the year 2010. At the conclusion of the presentation,
Mayor Art Ashley thanked Mr. Freeman for listening to the city's needs and
for offering assistance.
MIDGET LEAGUE BASKETBALL: Mayor Art Ashley called on Mr. Jay Long,
Recreation Director. Mr. Long stated that the Midget League Basketball
Program is in it's third year. He then requested from the Council their
permission to undersign for an amount, not to exceed $1,500, to buy uniforms
for the cheerleaders. Councilman Pennington stated that his daughters were
majorettes and always purchased their own uniforms. It was then explained
that the uniforms would be the property of the city, and that all the city
would be doing would be underwriting the expense, which would be reimbursed.
Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to adopt the proposal as written. THe
motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion was passed
unanimously.

I

APPOINTMENTS TO THE ZONING APPEALS BOARD AND PLANNING COMMISSION: It
was the Chair's request that the Council consider and approve the following
people to be appointed to the zoning appeals board and planning commission:
Kenneth Kniceley, Jack Moody, Judy West, Wade Austin, and Cecil Lemma.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to appoint those people to the
zoning appeals board and planning commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion then passed unanimously.
Cecil Lemma
is a re-appointment to the commission.
APPOINTMENT OF VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: It was the Chair's
request to have Councilman Jack Moon serve as chairman of the Vietnam
Memorial Committee. This committee is to work on a memorial for the eight

I
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I

Nitro residents that were killed in the Vietnam War. Mr. Gus Bailey was
appointed to the committee. It was stated that families of the deceased
would also be asked to serve on the committee. Councilman Joe Savilla
made a motion to do this. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto. The motion then passed unanimously.

The Chair then made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion was passed unanimously, and
the meeting was adjourned.

Sharon Thomas, City Recorder
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
November 3, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on November 3, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and
Councilman Jack Moon. Also present was Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer.
City Attorney Stuart Calwell was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by

I

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 21, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: It was stated
that in the minutes of October 21, 1980 it read that no one should fish
any further than six feet from the bank at Ridenour Lake. It should have
read eight feet. It was then stated that first and second runners-up in
the City Flag Design Contest wouldreceive $25 and $15 in cash instead of
savings bonds. It was then stated that Mr. Long requested Council to
undersign for an amount not to exceed $1,500. The minutes read $2,500.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout made a motion to approve the minutes with
the corrections mentioned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald
King. The motion then passed unanimously.
SECOND READING OF CURFEW ORDINANCE FOR JUVENILES: Mayor Ashley turned
the floor over to Councilman Joe Savilla for the second reading of the
curfew ordinance for juveniles. The first reading was on October 21, 1980.
Councilman Savilla read as follows:

I

I

I

I
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AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL CHAPTER 15, SECTION 12 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF NITRO> WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "MINORS"-AND TO
READOPT CHAPTER 15, SECTION 12 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NITRO,
WEST VIRGINIA, TO BE ENTITLED "CURFEW"
ORDINANCE NUMBER
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, that Chapter 15, Section 12 of the Code of the City of
Nitro, West Virginia, entitled "Minors" is hereby repealed.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, that Chapter 15, Section 12 of the Code of the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, is hereby readopted to be entitled
"Curfew" and to provide as follows:
Section 12-1.

I

Curfew hours; delinquent child.

It shall be

unlawful for any minor under the age of eighteen years to loiter,
idle, wander or play in or upon the streets, parks, playgrounds,
wharves, docks or other public grounds, public places and public
buildings, places of amusement and entertainment, vacant lots
or other unsupervised places between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and
6:00 A.M. of the following day; provided, that the provisions of
this section shall not apply to a minor accompanied by his parent,
guardian or other adult person having the care and custody of the
•

minor, or while the minor is legally employed and is going to
or from the place of such employment or is engaged in the duties
thereof.
Any minor violating this section shall be deemed a delinquent

I

child under the provisions of the state law and shall be dealt
with as such under the provisions of the state law.
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Section 12-2.

Responsibility of parent or guardian.

It shall

I

be unlawful for the parent, guardian or other adult person having
the care and custody of a minor under the age of eighteen years
.knowingly to permit such minor to loiter, idle, wander, stroll
or play in or upon the public streets, parks, playgrounds, wharves,
docks or other public grounds, public places and public buildings,
places of amusement and entertainment, vacant lots or other
unsupervised places between the hours of 11:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M.
of the following day; provided that the provisions of this section
shall not apply when the minor is accompanied by his parent,
guardian or other adult person having the care and custody of
the minor, or where the minor is upon an emergency errand or
legitimate business directed by his parent, guardian, or other

I

adult person having the care and custody of the minor, or where
the minor is lawfully employed and is going to or from the place of
such employment or is engaged in the duties thereof.
Any person violating any provision of this Section shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished
by a fine of not less than Five Dollars ($5.00) nor more than
m

Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 21ST DAY OF OCTOBER,

1980.

ADOPTED UPON SECOND READING ON THE 3RD DAY OF NOVEMBER,

1980.

MAYOR
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It was then asked of the council if any 18 year old would be considered
an adult. The reply was that if the 18 year old had custody of the child,
he would be considered an adult. It was then stated that there had been
some concern expressed about juveniles being automatically transferred to
the facilities in Dunbar without the parents being notified. It was
explained that the parents would try to be contacted, but if contact was
impossible, the juvenile would have to be taken to the facilities in Dunbar.
It was then pointed out that policemen should document very carefully the
cause and the effort made in contacting parents. It was then stated that,
for the purpose of protecting the juvenile's identity, the telephone should
be used rather than police radio. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved
to accept the ordinance as read. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Omar Cunningham. The motion passed unanimously.
,'-.'' ..J
NEW GAS PUMP FOR THE CITY OF NITRO; It was proposed at the Council
Meeting of October 21, 1980 to purchase a gas pump for the City of Nitro.
It was stated that a gas pump had been located and is in excellent
condition. The price of this gas pump is $150, half the anticipated price.
Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to accept this gas pump. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion passed
unanimously.

I

I

INCREASED PAY FOR POLICE OFFIERS ATTENDING MUNICIPAL COURT: For the
purpose of presenting this item of business, Mayor Ashley called on
Councilman at Large Casto. Councilan Casto stated that, after double
checking, he found that officers attending Municipal Court received $10.
He then stated that he felt this was too low. Councilman at Large Casto
then made a motion to raise this present rate to $15. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Cunningham. Council members went on to discuss
this, and it was pointed out that only the police officer acting as bailiff
would receive the $15. Most of the council thought that all police
officers attending Municipal Court would be paid. Councilman Savilla made
a motion to table this item of business until a later date. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at LargePennington. The motion passed with
one abstenstion. (Councilman at Large Rusty Casto)
PURCHASE OF CASH REGISTER FOR THE CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Art Ashley
turned the floor over to Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. It was stated
that the City of Nitro needed a cash register to simplify bill collecting.
At the present time, money comes in from all directions. The city'Will
also add a cashier to be in charge of all money coming into City Hall.
It was stated that Mike Greenleaf had come up with some prices on a cash
register. It was then stated that Council should put this up for bids
instead of purchasing from one person. It was then asked what the treasurer
was going to do since he couldn't be collecting money all day, and he is
responsible for the money. It was then stated that the city has found a
reliable person to serve as cashier and save the treasurer a great deal
of work. This person has served as a cashier in the past and will continue to work with some changes of duties. Councilman Joe Savilla then
made a motion for the treasurer to write a letter to all companies in the
phone book that sell cash registers, listing the specific requirements
needed. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington.
The motion passed unanimously.
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PURCHASE OF NEW COPY MACHINE: Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilman
Omar Cunningham to discuss the need of a new copying machine.
Councilman
Cunningham stated that the copying machine that the city now has is an old
machine which the City of Nitro pays $250 a month rent. He then stated that
it would be an approximate savings of $75 a month to purchase a machine that
does essentially the same work, perhaps better. The new copying machine
would be a desk-top model that would take up less space. Councilman Savilla
made a motion to use the same procedure with the copying machine as with the
cash register. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington.
The motion was passed unanimously.

I

CITY GARAGE FIRE HYDRANT: Mayor Art Ashley stated that Fire Chief E. W.
Hedrick was to be at the meeting to discuss this subject, but he was not
present. Mayor Ashley then stated that no one else was prepared tio address
the subject, and he would try to have Chief Hedrick at the next council meeting.
DEFINE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICES PROVIDED OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS:
Mayor Ashley encouraged all members of council to discuss this matter with the
chiefs of the fire department and the police department. The mayor then stated
that 40% of the calls to the fire and police departments come from outside
city boundaries. Councilman Savilla then stated that after the annexation,
people stood up on television and said thy wanted nothing to do with the
City of Nitro. He went on to say that people outside of city limits should
pay for these services since it costs the city money and, these people do
not contribute to the city's income. It was then stated that a committee
should be formed to decide on the degree to which the city will respond
to services outside city boundaries. Those on the committee are Councilman
Cunningham, Councilman Moon, Councilman at Large Pennington, and Councilman
King.

I

BUDGET REVISION: For the purpose of making a recommendation to the
City Council, Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilman Ronald King, who is
Chairman of the Salary Division. Chairman King made a motion to amend the
budget to incorporate the salary increases for city employees. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Savilla. It was then stated that the apparoximate
figure was $61,000. The motion passed unanimously.
STATEMENT FROM SANITARY BOARD REGARDING SANITARY AND MUNICIPAL SERVICE
BILLING: Mayor Ashley stated that people will now be able to write one
check to cover both the municipal service charge and the sanitary service
bill. The check should be made payable to the City of Nitro. Mayor As'hley
then stated that it would be greatly appreciated if individuals paying at
City Hall would have their checks ready for processing before taking their
place at the payment window. This would enable the city to process payments
at a much faster rate.
DATE CHANGED FOR NOVEMBER 18, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING: Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto stated that Mayor Ashleywould be out of town on November
18, and he made a motion to postpone the November 18 Council Meeting to
November 25, 1980. Councilman Omar Cunningham seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

I
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COMMITTEE FORMED TO FIND THE CITIZEN WHO HAS LIVED IN NITRO FOR THE LONGEST
PERIOD OF TIME: Councilman at Large Casto stated that he would like a committee
formed to find the citizen who has lived in Nitro for the longest period of time
and also the oldest citizen. Councilman Cssto then stated that February 20 is
the city's birthday, and he would like to find out by that time. It is believed
that Miss Smith of 1504 15 Street is the oldest citizen. She will be 100 in
March. Councilman at Larte Casto made a motion to form a committee of two to
search for recognition of the oldest Nitrocitizen and also the citizen who has
lived in Nitro the longest. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large
Mary Trout. The motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Joe Savilla stated that he thought it would be quite appropriate for
the mayor to draft a letter to the principal and to the head coach of Poca High
School, wighing them the best of luck in the AA Playoffs. Poca finished third
in the state. Councilman Savilla then stated that a telegram to the football
players on the day of the game would ba a good idea. Councilman Joe Savilla
put this in the form of a motion. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington.
The motion passed unanimously.

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington then mat a motion to adjourn. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion was passed unanimously, and
the meeting was adjourned.

I

City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
November 25, 1980

The regular meeting of the Niteo City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on November 25, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Rusty fiasto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, and
Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Stuart Calwell, City Attorney,
and Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer. Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman
Ronald King, and Councilman Omar Cuningham were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Mr. Jerry Hudson.

I

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 3, 1980 G3JNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Mayor Art Ashley
pointed out that instead of stating that Stuart Calwell was absent, the
minutes should have read that Stuart Calwell was represented by Jeremiah
McCormick. Councilman at Large MelPennington moved to accept the minutes
as written with the one correction. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE ENTITLED "SESSIONS; BAILIFF": The first
reading of the ordinance entitled 'fessions, Bailiff" was read on October
21, 1980. Mayor Ashley called on City Recorder Sharon Thomas for the second
reading. Recorder Thomas read as follows:

I
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AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL CHAPTER 13, SECTION 6 OF THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, ENTITLED "SESSIONS; BAILIFF," AND
TO READOPT CHAPTER 13, SECTION 6 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA, TO BE ENTITLED "SESSIONS; BAILIFF."
ORDINANCE NUMBER

i

80-5

BE IT ORDAINED by the council of the City of Nitro, West
Virginia, entitled "Sessions; bailiff" is hereby repealed.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the council of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, that Chapter 13, Section 6 of the Code of the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, is hereby readopted to be entitled
"Sessions; bailiff" and to provide as follows:
Sec. 16-6. Sessions; bailiff
(a)

The municipal court shall hold not less than two (2)

regular sessions each month, at such reasonable hours'as shall

I

be specified by the municipal judge in a suitable court room
in the city provided by the city council; and all sessions shall
be open to the public; provided, that the municipal judge may
hold hearings and conduct proceedings in his chambers when, in
his sound discretion, it is appropriate so to do and is
consistent with law.
(b)

»
The chief of police shall designate a police officer

to attend each session of the municipal court to serve as bailiff
of the court, to preserve order and decorum in the court room and
in the immediate vicinity thereof, and to execute all
processes and orders directed to him by the municipal judge.
INTRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 21ST DAY OF OCTOBER, 1980.
ADOPTED UPON SECOND READING ON THE 25TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1980.

MAYOR
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adopt this
ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto.
The motion passed unanimously, and the ordinance passed.

I

ADDITIONAL POLICEMEN FOR NITRO POLICE DEPARTMENT: Mayor Ashley
requested permission to employ two police officers to the Nitro Police
Department. One policeman on the Nitro Police Force announced his
resignation within the last week. If two police offecers are hired, that
would give the city one person above the standard that is required.
Councilman at Large Pennington made amotion to employ two police officers.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Casto. The motion passed
unanimously.
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH: Mayor Miley stated that the Citizen of the
Month was Mr. Clyde Willard. Clyde's Field in Nitro is named after Mr.
Willard, as he did most of the work in fixing it up. The basketball
dressing room is also named after him. Mr. Willard was unfortunately not
able to attend the meeting.

I

PROBLEM EXISTING ON BLACKWOOD STREET: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman
Jack Moon to discuss the Blackwood Street problem. Councilman Moom made
a motion to table this item until the next council meeting since he had
not had a chance to talk to City Attorney Stuart Calwell. This would also
enable Council to read the additional material. The motion to table this
item was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. Mr. Ted Ghiz,
an attorney hired by one of the property owners on Blackwood, then stood
and asked if the motion could be amended to make it the meeting of December
16, The motion to table the discussion of the Blackwood Street problem
until December 16 passed unanimously.
ENGINE FOR 1973 FORD GARBAGE PAKER: Mayor Ashley stated that a Ford
engine for an F700 Garbage Packer waM cost an estimated $771, with
assembly. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to purchase
the engine and have it installed for$771. The motion was seconded by
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion passed unanimously.
REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO HAVE CHRISTMAS PARADE, DECEMBER 6, 1980:
Mayor Ashley stated that the Businesmen's Administration had requested
permission to have a Christmas Parade on December 6, 1980. A parade route
was not available. The parade is believed to start at 11:00 a.m., Saturday.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout made a motion to allow the Businessmen's
Administration to have this parade. The motion was seconded by City
Recorder Sharon THomas. The motion passed unanimously.

I

CRINER -VS- CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Ashley turned the floor over to City
Attorney Stuart Calwell. City Attorney Calwell stated that this matter
had been set for trial, but the City of Nitro and the Criners had reached
an agreement to settle this matter, which pertains to the surface water
behind the Criner's house. A plan was formulated by the city to channel
the water into a pipe and collect and channel it to the city storage. This
should be completed before January to avoid the matter from going to trial.
The water that collects on the road above 21st Street will alleviate the
slippage problem. The cost will be approximately $6,000 or $7,000. The
pipeline that is proposed to collect the water is above the surface line so
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that, in the event of further movement, it will make maintenance of the line
easy. Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to take action immediately
to help alleviate the problem. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Gasto. The motion passed unanimously.
PURCHASE OF CITY COPY MACHINE AND CASH REGISTER; Mayor Art Ashley stated
that at the last council meeting it was agreed upon to get bids from ,
suppliers of this equipment to get the bast price. Treasurer Mike Greenleaf
stated that he had received bids on the machines with the specification
he had asked. He then stated that if Council decided to purchase this
equipment, he would like to have them for 30 days to make sure they work
out. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout made a motion to purchase this
equipment. The motion was seconded by Guncilman at Large Rusty Gasto. The
motion did not pass. Councilman Jack Moon stated that he thought council
members would see the actual letters from the vendors instead of just a list
of the bids. Treasurer Greenleaf presented these letters to him.
Councilman at Large Pennington stated that there must be a cheaper way to keep money
than to purchase a cash register. It was then asked of the treasurer if he
thought a cash register was needed in City Hall. Treasurer Greenlead stated
that if utility bills are to be collected there, he doesn't see how they
could get along without one. Mayor Ashley stated that he hoped the question
could be considered at the next council meeting.
NO SMOKING REGULATION; Mayor Art Ashley stated that it had been proposed
to restrict smoking during council meeting. The ventilation system in Council
Chambers makes it uncomfortable for those subjected to smoke. The CHair
entertained a motion to prohibit smoking during council meetings. Councilwoman at Large Trout so moved. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Casto. The motion passed unanimously.
FINAL AUDIT 7-1-78 - 6-30-79: Mayor Art Ashley encouraged council
members to examine the audit from beginning to end, paying particular
attention to those areas where responsibilities of officials are indicated.
Mayor Ashley then added that the period of audit covering the last fiscal
year is being started and will hopefullybe available by the end of this
calendar year.

I
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RESOLUTION TO PARTICIPATE IN W. VA..STATE CONSOLIDATED INVESTMENT FUND:
Mayor Ashley turned the floor over to Treasurer Mike Greenleaf. Treasurer
Greenleaf stated that the City of Nitro has an opportunity to participate
in the West Virginia State Consolidated Investment Fund. They operate a
money market similar to that of state operating. It was then stated that
this is with a company called the State of West Virginia. Treasurer Greenleaf stated that he anticipates to make between $14,000 and $16,000 per
year. Money will be put into it daily. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout
made a motion to allow the treasurer to do this. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Jack Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
PRESENTATION OF AMERICAN FLAG: Major Ashley called on Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto for the presentation. Councilman Casto stated that he
had gone to Washinton, B.C. a couple of months ago. Representative John
Hutchinson presented him with an American Flag that is for all Nitro
citizens. This flag flew over the U.S.Capitol on October 20, 1980.
Councilman at Large Casto requested that the flag be held until the hostages
are released so it can be flown at full mast.

I
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COMMENT ON WILLIAMS DRIVE RESOLBION: Mayor Ashley stated that this
item on the agenda is nothing more than a comment of explanation.
This
is an effort to satisfy the Department of Highways. The previous
administration had stated that they were willing to let Williams Drive
become part of the Department of Highways property.
OLD COUNTY ROAD: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman at Large Pennington.
Councilman Pennington stated that there were very few choices to take
except to take the rock out and do the work that had to be done.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington then tlmked Mayor Ashley for alleviating
that problem and for helping him to help those people.
REPAIRS TO EAST 31ST STREET AND HICKORY ROAD: Mayor Ashley stated
that approximately one-half of the paved area has eroded away, and the
road is virtually impassable. The estimated cost of repairing this would
be $2,500 and would last only three years. If the job were done right,
it would cost many times $2,500. A committee was formed to examine
the situation and come back to courril with a recommendation. The
chairman of the committee is Mel Pennington. Others on the committee
are Rusty Casto, Jack Moon, and Joe Savilla. Councilman at Large
Pennington stated that under the last administration some pipe was replaced
in a road by a contractor who was supposed to bring the road back up to
specifications. He then asked if this could be checked into to see if
this is the same stretch of road. If so, the responsibility to repair
the road might be the contractor's.
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TRASH DELIVERY BY CITIZENS: Mayor Ashley stated that this item is
to provide citizens with a central point to deliver trash that is not
picked up on a regular basis. The proposed area is in the vicinity of
the new City Garage that is under construction. Councilman at Large
Pennington stated that the area between Washington Avenue and Kanawha
Avenue behind Dunlap's Service Station would make an excellent trash
dump. Mayor Ashley then called everyone's attention to Item 21 on the
agenda which was PROPERTY FOR SALE ON DUPONT AVE. BY KEIFFER REALTY
COMPANY. Mayor Ashley stated that the plot of land that Keiffer Realty
wants to sell the city is priced at $10,000. Councilman at Large Pennington
made a motion to make the site in the vicinity of the new City Garage
the trash dump for citizens. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack
Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
The question of the real estate for
sale was tabled.
CITY GARAGE BIDS 1) FENCE 2) SECURITY 3) HEATING: Mayor Ashley
stated that a fence was needed for the security of the new garage that
will be in operation by the end of December. Another thing needed is a
heating system. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved to accept bids.
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. Mayor Ashley
suggested that for bid purposes of all three of these systems, he will
have Appalachian Engineering prepare the specifications. The motion
passes unanimously.

I

FLAG CONTEST REMINDER: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto. Councilman Casto stated that the voting on the City Flag
Design Contest will begin November 25, 1980 and will end at 4:00 p.m.
on December 1. Councilman Casto than stated that the winning flag will
be put on material and presented to cmncil by whoever designed it.
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W.VA. DEAF - APPEAL: Councilman at large Rusty Casto made a motion to
table this item of business. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington.
The motion passed unanimously.
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1980 HOLIDAY: Mayor Ashley stated that the state
had declared November 28, 1980 a holiday. He then asked if the council
wanted to declare it a holiday for city employees. This would be an extension
of the Thanksgiving Holiday. Councilman at Large Casto made a motion to declare
this a holiday for city employees. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
at Large Trout. The motion passed unanimously.
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SENIOR CITIZEN CHRISTMAS DINNER SUND^ DECEMBER 7, 1980 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH: It was stated that a Christmas Dinner for Senior Citizens is to be held
on Sunday, December 7, 1980 at 1:00 p.m. It was asked of Mayor Ashely if
Council was invited. He replied that CourcLl was definitely invited because
they are to serve. Councilman at Large Pennington stated that this is a worthy
cause and made a motion to do this. Councilman at Large Casto seconded the
motion. The motion then unanimously passed.
CITY GARAGE FIRE HYDRANT: Mayor Ashley called on Chief Hedrick of the Fire
Department to discuss this matter. Chief Hedrick stated that a fire hysrant
could be installed close to the new City Garage for $1,200. This fire
hydrant would be for the protection of the new garage, in which there is a
sizable investment. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to put
the fire hydrant in. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack Moon. THe
motion passed unanimously.
DEFINE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICES PROVIDED OUTSIDE CITY: This
item was introduced at the Council Meeting of November 3. Mayor Ashley again
called on Chief Hedrick. Chief Hedrick stated that the City of Nitro now
has an agreement with St. Albans, Dunbar,andSouth Charleston to supply mutual
aid to each other. The Fire Department also has a verbal agreement with
Putnam County to supply fire protection toan area of Putnam County that is
very hard to reach. Chief Hedrick then stated that if it is decided not
to supply services to these places, those people should be notified. Nitro
also has a "jaws of life" that we agreed to send anywhere needed. It will
have to be decided on whether to provide sarvices to the following areas:
Blakes Creek area, Nitro Heights, Hubbard Heights, Red Oak Drive, Shadow Hills
Trailer Court, and Bailes Drive. A committee was formed to examine thoroughly
and come back to council with their recommendation in terms of these services.
Those on the committee are Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
at Large Mayr Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla, and all department heads.

I

APPOINTMENTjOF JAMES E. HUTCHINSON
1308 VALENTINE CIRCLE TO PLANNING
COMMISSION: The Chair requested the approval of Mr. James Hutchinson to
the Planning Commission. Mr. Hutchinson was a cnadidate for City Council and
has been a resident of the City of Nitro for 28 years. Councilman Jack Moon
made a motion to accept Mr. Hutchinson to Planning Commission. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion passed unanimiously.

I
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington then made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion
passed unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned.

Mayer &rt Ashley

City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nltro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
December 2, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the
Council Chambers on December 2, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor
Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large Rusty
Gasto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trait, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and
Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Stuart Calwell, City Attorney
and Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer. Councilman Joe Savilla was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Reverend William Westlund of the First Presbyterian Church.

I

APPROVAL_OF NOVEMBER 25, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto moved to accept the minutes as written. The
motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion
passed with one abstension.
(Councilman Ronald King)
CASH REGISTER AND COPY MACHINE: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman
Jack Moon for the purpose of presenting this item of business to council.
Councilman Moon moved to accept the bids for the cash register and copy
machine as presented by Treasurer Mike Greenleaf. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Cast). Councilman Omar Cunningham and
City Recorder Sharon Thomas opposed the motion. The motion passed.
DECEMBER 26, 1980 HOLIDAY FOR CITY EMPLOYEES: Mayor Ashley called
on Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. Councilman at Large Casto stated
that this item was presented at this meeting because the next meeting's
agenda would be rather length. Councilman at Large Casto then moved to
accept December 26, 1980 as a holiday for city employees. The motion
was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Trout. The motion passed
unanimously.
CITY EMPLOYEES CHRISTMAS PARTY; Mayor Ashley stated that there is
.some degree of tradition in having aChristmas party for city employees.
It was stated that last year's Christmas party was held at the Nitro
Moose Lodge. Councilman Omar Cunningham made a motion that the City
of Nitro plan a Christmas party for all city employees. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion was unanimously passed.

I

APPOINTMENT OF DAVE MILLER 2151 21ST STREET TO PLANNING COMMISSION:
For the purpose of recommending Mr. Dave Miller to the Planning Commission,
Mayor Ashley called on Councilman at Large Rusty Casto.
Councilman
Casto stated that Mr. Miller had said that he would like to get more
involved in the city government. It was then asked how many people could
be on the Planning Commission. It was stated that ten people were allowed
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on the Planning Commission, and this appointment would make the tenth.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to appoint Mr. Dave Miller of
2151 21st Street to the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed unanimously.

I

TRANSMISSION FOR GARBAGE PACKER: Mayor Ashley called on Director of
Public Works Gene Williams. Mr. Williams stated that one of the better
garbage packers was sown with transmission problems. Mr. Williams named
a number of places where a transmission could be purchased, along with costs.
Mr. Williams then stated that the $650 transmission in Ohio would be most
appropriate. Councilman Cunningham made a motion to purchase this transmission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Moon. The motion then
passed unanimously.
BLACKWOOD STREET PARKING: For the purpose of presenting the Blackwood
Street parking problem, Mayor Ashley called on City Attorney 'Stuart Calwell.
City Attorney Calwell stated that the city has a right-of-way of about
40 feet on Blackwood, but only two traffic lanes are paved. The residents
have allowed their lawns to be kept out to the edge of the blacktop.
People have been parking on the traffic lanes rather than on the right-of-way.
Turns cannot be made onto Blackwood Avenue from Kanawha Avenue because of
people parking in the lanes of traffic. City Attorney Calwell stated that
this could present a liability case against the City of Nitro. City
Attorney Calwell stated three different wys in which the problem could be
deleted: 1) prohibit on-street parking 2) gravel the right-of-way 3) pave
the right-of-way. City Attorney Stuart Calwell presented photographs to
council showning cars parked in the trafficlanes. A citizen asked that if
something is to be done on Blackwood, willthe same ting happen on other streets
with the same problem The reply was thatpeople who are affected by the
problem need to go before council before council can take action. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington then made a motion todesignate that one block as
off-street parkiig. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack Moon. It
was then stated that this would not be enforced until signs were put up.
The motion was opposed by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion
passed with one abstention. (Councilwomai at Large Mary Trout)

I

JULY 1, 1978 - JUNE 30. 1979 AUDIT-MMGEMENT LETTER: Mayor Art Ashley
urged all council members to read the entire audit plus the accompanying
letters carefully. Mayor Ashley then stated that if there were any
questions concerning the audit or the management letter, he would be
glad to review it on a personal basis. He then stated that the next
audit period "is currently being examined and will hopefully be completed
by the end of this calendar year.
FLAG CONTEST WINNER: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto to present the winners of the flag contest. Councilman Casto stated
that the flags were brought to the four grade schools in Nitro and voted
on. City Recorder Sharon Thomas then stated that the third-place winner
was Steve Mitchell, second-place was Paul Hill, and the first-place winner
was Rusty Casto.

I
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November's Citizen of the
meeting. He was to be at last
Mayor Ashley congratulated Mr.
Month. Clyde Willard was then
for the City of Nitro.

Month,Clye Willard, was present at the
week's council meeting but could not attend.
Willad on being chosen as Citizen of the
thanked for everything that he has done

RECOGNITION OF CITIZEN'S ACCOMPLISHMENT: Mayor Ashley called on
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. Councilwoman Trout stated that a council
member, Jack Moon, received the honor of being chosen Chief of Staff of
the WV National Army. Councilman Jack Moon received a round of applause.

It was stated that Stuart Calwell was elected to the school board.
Stuart Calwell then received a round of applause.

Councilman at Large Pennington then made a motion to adjourn.
The
motion was seconded by Councilman atLarge Rusty Casto. The motion passed
unanimously and the meeting was adjourned.

I
City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
' ' - ' " '''

Nitro, West Virginia
December 16, 1980

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on December 16, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman
at Large Mary Trout, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham,
and Councilman Jack Moon. Also present was City Attorney Stuart Calwell.
Absent were Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla,
and Treasurer Mike Greenleaf.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Reverenc William Westlund of the First Presbyterian
Church.

I
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APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2, 1980 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto moved to accept the minutes as written. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunniigham. The motion passed unanimously.
SPECIFICATIONS MAINTENANCE GAKGE BURGLAR ALARM SYSTEM: Mayor Art
Ashley stated that this item also irduded specifications for a fence alarm
system for the Nitro Maintenance Garage. Council members had the specifications
for the alarm system and separate specifications for the fence alarm
system. The alarm that goes on the chainlink fence is a fence sensor
system. Mayor Ashley then stated that so far the garage is under
budget, and everything is going according to plan or better. Councilman
Omar Cunningham made a motion to get bids on the alarm system, using
the specifications indicated. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Jack Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Omar Cunningham then made a motion to get bids on the
fence alarm system, with the specifications as prepared by Appalachian
Engineering. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout. The motion passed unanimously.
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH - GORDON MCCLANAHAN - 1128 MAIN AVENUE: Mayor
Ashley stated that the Citizen of the Month for the month of December
was Mr. Gordon McClanaham. Mr. McClanahan is the head coach of the Nitro
basketball team. He has coached at Nitro High for the past seven years.
Gordon McClanahan graduated from Nitro High School in 1969. He received his
Bachelor of Science from Alderson-Broaduss in 1973. He received his Masters
Degree in Education Administration from West Virginia College of Graduate
Services in June of 1980.
Mr. McClanahan and his basketball team were to be at the meeting,
but they were not able to make it. Mayor Ashley extended his congratulations to Gordon McClanahan and stated that he will be invited to be
at a future meeting.
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RESOLUTION ON SPECIAL PAY RATES FOR WORKING HOLIDAYS FOR PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:
Treasurer Mike"Greenleaf was to present this item of business to council, but
he was not able to attend. Mayor Ashley stetel that in the past, the city had
made no provision other than straight-pay for holidays. The Chair entertained
a motion for a pay raise of time-and-a-half for those people who work on
holidays. Basically, the city goes by the same holidays that the state
recognizes. Councilman Omar Cunningham moved that the City of Nitro pay timeand-a-half to those people who work on holidays. The motion was seconded by
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motimwas unanimously passed.
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CHRISTMAS CARDS TO HOSTAGES: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto to present this item. Councilman Casto stated that since it looked
doubtful that the hostages would be out of Iran by Christmas, he visited the
grade schools and received Christmas Cardsmade by the students to be sent to the
hostage. Councilman at Large Casto then stated that he would mail the Christmas
Cards first thing the next morning. He then read a few of the cards to council.
Mayor Ashley then stated that this was a grrat gesture.
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON FOR CITY EMPLOYEES SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1980 11:00
A.M. TO 2:00 P. M.: Mayor Art Ashley statedthat Nitro City Employees will have
their Christmas party at the Nitro Moose Loge on Saturday, December 20, 1980
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. He then statedthat Santa Glaus would be there and
hopefully all of council.
Councilman Jack Moon stated that December 19, 1980 opens Nitro High's 19801981 basketball season. Councilman Moon then requested that Mayor Art Ashley
issue a proclomation declaring Friday, December 19, 1980 as Nitro High School
Basketball Day and saying to caoches GordonMcClanahan and Tom Chaney, players,
and students that Nitro City Council gives their best regards for a successful
basketball season. Councilman Moon put this in the form of a motion. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham. The motionpassed unanimously.
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Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then made a motion to adjourn. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Jack Moon. The motion passed unanimously, and the
meeting was adjourned.

Mayor Art Ashley

City teorder Sharon Thomas
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SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF NITRO
JANUARY 6, 1981

The Special Meeting of the Nitro City Council was held in the
Council Chambers January 6, 1981 at 7:00 p.m. Present were
Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilwoman at Large,
Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla,
Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and Councilman
Jack Moon. Also present were Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer and
Mr. Stuart Calwell, City Attorney. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto
was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Arden D. Ashley.
The purpose of this Special Meeting of the City Council was to
address a real estate proposal.

I
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Mayor Ashley stated that the one item on the agenda has to do
with the request of the Council to authorize the sale of real estate
owned by the city. Mayor Ashley explained that there is an industry
coming to town, and they wish to remain anonymous because they have
not yet made an announcement to their firm. He said that they are
currently located in Kentucky and they will be shutting that operation
down and will be building the facility in the city on property that's
currently owned by Union Boiler (over beyond the city garage, between
the city garage and the river, next to the city park).
Mayor Ashley said that going back in history this property was
bought by Union Boiler, and that he understood that Union Boiler gave
half the total holding to the city, and that is where the current
city garage is. The property from the river in between the fences is
the property we're talking about, he said. Mayor Ashley said there were
some six and a half to seven acres or so that this firm is buying. He
further stated that what they want to do is buy the additional portion
that includes the pond. He said that the pond in its current location,
the city's property line splits he thought pretty close to the center
of the pond area. He said they wanted to fill the pond in and use
that land, so they wanted to buy that portion up to the edge this side
of the pond area. He stated that this was a relatively narrow strip,
and that they had not had it appraised, so we do not know its exact value.
He said that one estimate he had heard was in the neighborhood of $8,000,
so we're not talking about a whole big piece of property. Mayor Ashley
stated that we are not currently using it, and the pond is something
that we needed to do something about anyway, and ~L_was suggesting we either
clean it up or fill it up. Councilman Moon said,*/\e city really doesn't
have any real future plans for the use of it'."
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Mayor Ashley said that this was not a part of the city's future
plans, that we have plenty of land beyond the garage building.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington stated that at one time Union Boiler
had given the city an option on that piece of property all the way to the
river, and we couldn't see ourselves clear at that time to come up with
the money, but it would have been a nice piece of property for us to
have. "But this is much more important than us owning that; I would be
very much in favor of allowing them to do that," he said.

Mayor Ashley stated:
What they want some indication of—their plan
is to make their announcement to their employees
next month and as soon as they have done that, then,
the whole thing can go public. There has been some
publicity given to this by the media because they
have went to Kanawha County for bonding, and it's
only one sixth in Kanawha County. So, they've got
to go to Putnam County now for the same thing.
So there has been some leakage of the information;
but, apparently their employees don't have it yet.
When they do go public with the information, they
are planning to include press conferences and the
whole thing.
So, it is not a "go or no go" if we don't
sell them the property. But, their request is
that we sell them the property, the pond line.
And, I would entertain a motion to allow the
city to do that at whatever the fair market value
is and have it appraised by...
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Councilman Pennington said, "Mayor, we can't vote in a closed session
like this. Can we? I mean you call poll the opinion, but
"
Mayor Ashley replied, "All right, poll the opinion, and whatever the
appropriate bid—in terms of the final sale contract it would have to be
approved in a public forum anyway. The only reason for not going public
with this meeting is to protect the name of the industry, the name of the
firm."
Councilman Moon asked that if we could do it in such a manner that if
we sold this property to them it would be specifically on the agreement
that they would come in here and build and actually establish a business
here, which would then benefit the city. Therfore, we feel we would be
getting some revenue from them, he said.
Councilman Savilla said, "What I think we should do is in order to
establish a fair market value—what do we do, get a couple of appraisals..."
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Mayor Ashley replied, "Whatever you suggest, two appraisals would
be fine. We can do that. And, if we can just get an agreement in
principle that the City Council is of a mind to let them have the
property at a fair market value with other contengencies that might be
worked out later."
Councilman at Large Pennington said that we can't vote on it,
this is a closed session.
Mayor Ashley said, "There is no agreement nor no contract to be
signed anyway, but I wanted to be able to tell them next week when we
do go public that we have agreed in principle to let them have the
land at the fair market value under the contract terms."
Councilman Cunningham said we'll go ahead with a couple appraisals
on it to give us a working figure."
Mayor Ashley replied, "Yes, we should do that...."
stated that it should be surveyed before it's sold.

Mayor Ashley

The consensus of Council was that they agreed in principle to let
them have the land at the fair market value under the contract terms.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made the motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham, and the motion
passed unanimously.

Special Council Meeting Minutes approved:

Mayor,1- Arden D/ Ashley

City Recorder, Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Vigtnia
January 6, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at Council
Chambers on January 6, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilmanat Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and
Councilman Jack Moon. Also present was City Attorney Stuart Calwell.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity Catholic
Church.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 16, 1980 CQRCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto moved to accept the minutes as written. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion was unanimously passed.
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CITIZEN OF THE MONTH MR. FRANK WYGAL: Mayor Art Ashley introduced
the Citizen of the Month of January, Mr. Frank Wygal and his wife Elizabeth
Wygal. Mayor Ashley stated that Mr. Wygal became an employee of the City
of Nitro on October 1, 1969 and will be retiring on January 15, 1981. The
Wygals have four children and five grandchildren plus on grandchild on the
way. Mr. Wygal is a plumber, and he is very active at Nitro Church of God.
Mr. Wygal was thanked for his many contributions to the City of Nitro and
congratulated for being selected as the Citizen of the MOnth.
REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE SALARY INCREASE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Mayor Art Ashley called on CouncilmanJoe Savilla to present this item
of business. Councilman Savilla stated that the City of Nitro had gone
without an Administrative Assistant since November. He then proposed
an amendment to the city budget for an increase of $3,000 per year to
the Administrative Assistant. The bu£et presently allows a salary of
$9,000 per year to pay the Administrative Assistant. Councilman Joe Savilla
then put this in the form of a motion. It was asked why an Administrative
Assistant was needed. Councilman Savilla then stated that there were a
number of reasons why an Administrative Assistant was needed. Councilman
Savilla then stated that Treasurer Mike Greenleaf had been handling that
position since November. It was thenasked if this position was an
Administrative Assistant to the treasurer or to the mayor. Mayor Ashley
stated that the Administrative Assistant assists the treasurer related to city
finance and reports to the mayor through the treasurer. The responsibilities
of the Administrative Assistant overlaps departments. It was then asked
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if Mike Greenleaf would be the person employed in this position. The reply
was that Mr. Greenleaf would hold this pcsition if he would be willing.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout seconded the motion to increase the salary of
Administrative Assistant from $9,000 to $12,000 per year. Those opposed
to this motion were City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman Omar Cunningham,
and Councilman Jack Moon. The motion passed.

I

REPORT ON AMBULANCE AUTHORITY: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman Jack Moon.
Councilman Moon stated that he had talkedto the President of the Cross Lanes
Volunteer Ambulance Authority and that hewould like to give an update on
how Cross Lanes is handling working for Nitro. The Cross Lanes Volunteer
Ambulance Authority is very happy with the way the program is working out.
The City of Nitro pays for the gasoline for the ambulances.
By January 15
the Volunteer Ambulance Authority will hae a full paramedic station together
with a heart-monitoring device to be put en ambulances. The ambulance fees
have been raised to a $40 load fee per patient on an emergency call, plus
$1.50 per mile from point of pickup to the hospital, plus any drugs, oxygen,
etc. that is needed. Councilman Moon then stated that if you call the emergency
ambulance and the paramedic does not believe you are in need of an ambulance,
there is no charge. It was then stated that Frank Kirk had been elected as the
new Director of the Volunteer Ambulance Authority.
NITRO LICENSE TAG: This item of business has to do with the ordering
of licenses with the Nitro logo on them. This logo was the winner of the
Flag Design Contest. The selling of aluminum plates with the Nitro logo
on them was the idea of Mrs. Frazier. The purpose of selling these plates is
< t o raise money for the Nitro Recreation Department, the Nitro Police Reserves,
and the Volunteer Fire Department. These plates will be on sale at City Hall
and various businesses in Nitro without going door to door. It was asked
how much these license plates would cost. The reply was that one would cost
approximately $5. For a quantity of 100, the price would be around $215 and
about $55 for each 100 thereafter. If the City of Nitro was to sell 500
plates at $5 per plate, the cost to the city would be less than $1 a piece.
Sgt. Johnson of the Nitro Police Department, who is managing the Nitro Police
Reserves, stated that the reserve unit is very interested in selling these plates
and so are the volunteer firemen. Councilman at Large Casto made a motion
to order 500 plates. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham. CouncilraanoCasto-~amended"his ^notion to include presenting Mrs./Frazier with a free
plate at the next council meeting after they come in. Councilman Cunningham
seconded the amended motion. It was then asked if it was possible to order
decals saying "Citizen of the MOnth" to be given to every Citizen of the MOnth.
Councilman Casto again amended his motion to include the ordering of "Citizen
of the Month" decals. The motion was seralad by Councilman Cunningham. The motion was
then passed unanimously.

I

REQUEST FROM ROBERT PERRY TO OPEN AN UPHOLSTERY SHOP AT MAIN AVE. & CENTER
STREET: Mayor Art Ashley stated that Mr. Robert Perry has requested to open an
upholstery shop at Main Ave. and Center Street. The business in this location
used to be thec-Grandfather Cl^jHJsj£/ Councilman Omar Cunningham made a motion to
refer this to the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Pennington. The motion then passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE TO EVALUATE CITY GARAGE FOR USE BY SANITARY BOARD: Mayor
Ashley called on City Recorder Sharon Thomas to present this item of business.

I
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City Recorder Thomas tated that a meeting was to be held later on that week
and should be ready to be presented at the next council meeting. Those people
serving on that committee are Sharon Thomas, Joe Savilla, Connie Stevens,
Gene Williams, nad Bob Sergeant.
JULY 1. 1979 - JUNE 30. 1980 AUIT REPORT: Mayor Ashley stated that
the audit report was delivered today, January 6, along with a monagement
letter. Mayor Ashley then urged allcouncil members to carefully examine
the audit. The mayor then stated that another letter was received that day
representing a cotrection to the audit of the previous year. In the last
audit, it was stated that there weretwo checks that had been received by
the city but not deposited into any of the city's funds. This letter
clarified that Mr. Tom Melton, City Recorder under previous administartion,
had assisted in the correction cf that statement. Substitute pages are
being prepared for pages 29 and 30 of that audit. Mayor Ashley then stated
that all of council was concerned abort Mr. Melton's name being damaged in
the newspapers.
PROPOSED LAND FILL: Councilman at Large Pennington suggested that
Mayor Ashley contact Mr. McCormick, former City Attorney, and Appalachian
Engineers in reference to information they had previously obtained on the
proposed landfill.
The meeting was adjourned.

I
CITY RECORDER
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
January 20, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the
Council Chambers on January 20, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor
Art Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla,
Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, and Councilman Jack
Moon. Also present were Stuart Calwell, City Attorney, and Michael
Greenleaf, Treasurer. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Joe Savilla.

I

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 6, 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES; Councilman
Joe Savilla moved to accept the minutes as written. Councilman Jack
Moon then stated that on page 2 on the report of the ambulance authority,
the last sentence read, "The ambulance fees have been raised to a $40
low fee". The minutes should have read "a $40 load fee". Councilman
Moon then stated that the minutes read that if you call the emergency
ambulance and the paramedic does not believe you are in need of an ambulance, there is no charge. Councilman Moon wanted to make it clear
that the paramedic does not determine whether you need an ambulance or
not over the phone. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to accept the
corrected minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham.
The motion passed unanimounsly.
WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE MID-HNTER CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 22-24,
1981, CHARLESTON, WV; Mayor Art Ashley stated that council members had
received copies of the agenda for this program and encouraged them to
participate. Mayor Ashley then stated that the Mid-Winter Conference will
be held at the Daniel Boone Hotel in Charleston. The registration fee is
$35 for members and $50 for non-members. Councilman Savilla then asked
if the City of Nitro is a member or a non-member. Mayor Ashley stated
that the City of Nitro is a member.

I

INTRODUCTION OF MR. DONALD BOHN, GENERAL MANAGER, SHELBY STEEL. INC:
Mayor Ashley introduced Mr. Don Bohn, General Manager of Shelby Steel, Inc.
and asked if he would make the same announcement that he had made at the
press conference. Mr. Bohn stated that Shelby Steel, Inc. is going to
open a steel service center in Nitro. This will be located adjacent to the
city garage and cornered by the Little League Ball Field. Mr. Bohn said
construction is planned to start in March and will hopefully be completed
around September. About 25 people will be employed at first, but employment should be up to 40 people within three years. Mr. Bohn stated that
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the City of Nitro had been very gracious and a lot of help to them. He
then introduced Mr. Bill Jones, the Operations Manager of the Shelby Steel
facility in Nitro. Mayor Ashley welcomed them to the City of Nitro.

I

SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR BURGLAR ALARM FOR MAINTENANCE GARAGE:
City Recorder Sharon Thomas passed sealed bids for the burglar alarm for
the maintenance garage to be opened by council members. The first bid
read was from Security and Safety Services. Their bid was $1250 for the
garage. A-Life Guard Alarms Systems submitted a bid of $2294 for the fence
at the old maintenance garage, $3124.70 for the fence alarm at the new
maintenance garage, and $1245.99 for the alarm at the new maintenance garage.
Harry Jarrett gave a bid of $1162 for the maintenance garage alarm and
$2743 for the intrusion system for the garage. Asterick Securities of
St. Albans submitted their bid with modified specifications, listing all
equipment. They bid $1260.89 for all the equipment listed, $433.25 for the
burglar alarm, and $1880.65 for the fence alarm system. The total of
Asterick Securities' bid was $3574.79, Johnson gave a bid of $6150 for the
garage.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved to form a committee to
look at the bids and report back to the next council meeting. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. Those on the committee are Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Omar Cunningham, City Recorder Sharon
Thomas, Councilman Jack Moon, and Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion was
passed unanimously.
SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR CHAIN LINK FENCE FOR MAINTENANCE GARAGE:
The Chair entertained a motion to have these bids be examined by the same
committee along with the others. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington put
this in the form of a motion. The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe
Savilla.

I

INSURANCE BID SPECIFICATIONS: It was stated that the City of Nitro's
insurance expires on February 20, 1981. There have been complaints from
insurance companies saying that there is not enough information in the
specifications. These specifications were written at no cost to the city.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved to extend the bid period to
February 16, Monday at 4:30. They were to be due on Monday, February 2. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion was unanimously
passed.
RIVERDALE ACRES: Mayor Ashley called on Councilman at Large
Pennington. Councilman Pennington gave a brief background history of the
Riverdale Acres area. Riverdale Acres was formally residential property.
The previous administration had this residential property changed to commercial
property. Now, if a resident of Riverdale Acres should lose his home through
fire or some other disaster, he would not be permitted to rebuild his home on
that property. Councilman Pennington stated that he felt this was wrong.
Councilman Pennington then mentioned that this administration may be able to
give those people the right to rebuild their homes if they owned that property.
He did not put this in the form of a motion because he felt council would
probably want to discuss it further. City Attorney Stuart Calwell volunteered
to check into this question and report back to the next council meeting.

I
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AUTHORIZATION OF SIGNATURE CARD: Mayor Ashley turned the floor over
to Treasurer Mike Greenleaf. Treasurer Greenleaf stated that the only
two people who could sign checks for the City of Nitro were Mayor Ashley
and himself. Two signatures are required to cash checks, so if either
the mayor or the treasurer were not available to sign a check, a check
could not be cashed. Treasurer Greenleaf then stated that it would be
valuable to have someone else named to sign checks for the City of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to name City Recorder
Sharon Thomas to sign checks for the City of Nitro. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Jack Moon. The motion passed unanimounsly.
SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING PROJECT; Mayor Ashley introduced Mr. Bob
Reishman. Mr. Reishman stated that he has a company, Reishman and
Associates, and represents a company by the name of National Development
Corporation. Mr. Reishman is proposing to build a 101-unit apartment
building for senior citizens and handicapped. the site where this will
be is between 23rd and Ben Franklin's parking lot in Nitro. The building
may be ready for occupancy in two years. Mr. Reishman showed plans for
the building and left a copy of the plans with council. Tenants will
be available for a direct subsidy from the federal government. Their
rent, including utilities, will not exceed 25% of their income. One of the
questions asked was how fire-safe the building will be. Mr. Reishman
described the fire safety devices that will be in the building. Fireman
Dave Jones stated that the Fire Department was not against the project,
they just wanted to make sure it's safe. This project will be privately
built, financed, and owned.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved to write a letter to HUD
expressing council's support for this project. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Jack Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE "OBSTRUCTING AN OFFICER": Councilman
Joe Savilla gave the first reading of the ordinance "Obstructing an Officer."
He read as follows:
AN ORDINANCE:

OBSTRUCTION AN OFFICER; PENALTY

Any person who by threats, menaces, acts or otherwise
forcibly or illegally hinders, obstructs or opposes, or
attempts to hinder, obstruct or oppose, or shall counsel,
advise or invite others to hinder, obstruct or oppose any
city police officer or any other authorized officer of
the City in the lawful exercise or discharge of his official
duty, shall, for every offense, be guilty of obstucting
an officer, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined
not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and may in the discretion of
the Court be imprisoned inot exceeding thirty (30) days.

I
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Councilman Savilla made a motion to have a second reading of the
ordinance at the next council meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Omar Cunningham. The motion passed unanimously.

I

Councilman at Large Pennington made a motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded by Ronald King. The motion passed, and the meeting was
adjourned.

Mayor Art Ashley

City Recorder Sharon Thomas

I
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
January 29, 1981

The special meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at Council Chambers
on January 29, 1981, at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Omar Cunningham, City Recorder Sharon
Thomas, Councilman Jack Moon, and Councilman Joe Savilla. Also present was
Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The Invocation was given by Reverend Leroy Beyer of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church.
The purpose of this special meeting of the City Council was to address
two questions:

I

1.

Rezoning the possible landscaping for the use by Shelby
Steel and corporated from "R-l" to "C-l".

2.

The consideration to buy a new police cruiser.

Mayor Art Ashley asked Council to reverse procedures so that the second
item on the agenda could be addressed first.
THE CONSIDERATION TO BUY A NEW POLICE CRUISER: Mayor Art Ashley lead the
discussion getting another vehicle for the City of Nitro, for police use. Mayor
Ashley stated that he had talked to Jeremiah McCormick, who had reviewed the
problems of borrowing the money to purchase a new police vehicle. Mr. McCormick's
legal opinion was that he stated that as long as the financing was paid off
before the next administration, he did not foresee any problem. Mike Greenleaf,
Treasurer, stated that he did not want to commit the funds to this particular
project at the present time. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington recommended that
the Council wait until the nest council meeting, to see if the financial picture
could be clarified in terms of borrowing money. Councilman Pennington then
moved to purchase an angine for the repair of the police cruiser number three.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed
unanimously.

I

REZONING THE POSSIBLE LANDSCAPING FOR THE USE BY SHELBY STEEL AND
CORPORATED FROM "R-l" TO "C-l"; Mayor Art Ashley stated that the property that
is owned by Union Boiler and is scheduled by sale to Shelby Steel covers
approximately ten acres. Mayor Ashley then stated that the ten acres consists
of a triangle that starts from zero and expands from last point on Plant Road
at approximately 430 feet to approximately 180 feet on Plant Road. At this
point Mayor Art Ashley asked Councilman Joe Savilla to read the ordinance concerning this matter. The ordinance reads as follows:
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An Ordinance to amend and change the/"City of .NltrouZoningn
Ordinance" adopted October 6, 1970, by the City Council off the »
City of Nitro and incorporated by reference in chapter twenty
'
two of the code of the City of Nifcro to divide zoning areas no.
eleven (11) as shown on the official "Zoning Map" on file;in the
office of Nitro,1 creating therefrom a new zoning area to be
known as zoning area twenty-two (22) and further providing for
class "C-l", heavy business use are designated and prescribed
,;
in article ten (10), section 1001, et seg, of the said City of
Nitro Zoning Ordinance; said ordinance in no way to effect the
current zoning of the remainder of area no. eleven (11), now designated "R-l" single-family district.

I

Therefore, be it advised by the common council of the City
of Nitro, West Virginia, that zoning area no. eleven (11) be
divided and that the hereinafter described new district be
created and enumerated zoning area no. twenty two (22) with a
zoning use designation of "C-l" heavy business and designated as
such in the "official zoning map" in accordance with the following
description. The remainder of existing zoning area no. eleven (11)
shall remain designated as "R-l" single-family district.
"Areas 22"

C-l

(Heavy Business)

Beginning at a point on the low water line of Kanawha River,
thence South 75° 50' East 1500 feet +; thence South 13° 35' 30"
West 450 feet + to a stake; thence South 87° 04' West 52.15 feet
to an iron pin; thence South 87° 04' West 634.43 feet; to a 3"
pipe fence post; thence South 86° 52' West 97.91 feet + to a stake
at the low water line of Kanawha River; thence with said low water
line in a Northerly direction to the place of beginning, all being
a section of area no. eleven (11) as presently shown on the official zoning map on the City of Nitro, West Virginia. The remainder of area no. eleven (11) to retain its designation as "R-l"
single-family residential.
Council Joe Savilla make a motion to have a second reading of the ordinance at the next council meeting, February 12 at 7:00 p.m. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion passed unanimously.

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn. The motion
was seconded by Ronald King. The motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned.

City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
February 3, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the
Council Chambers on February 3, 1981, at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor
Art Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty
Gasto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham, Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Strart Calwell, City Attorney, and
Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer. Councilman Joe Savilla was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Mary Trout.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 20. 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to accept the minutes as written.
The motion was seconded by Omar Cunningham. The motion passed unanimously.

I

I

MR. HARVEY COLLINS - 1436 - SATTES CIRCLE - CITIZEN OF THE MONTH:
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made the nomination and introduced
The Citizen of the Month, for the month of February 1981, Mr. Harvey
Collins. Councilman Pennington stated the many things that he had done
for the Little League, with the football program, with the High School
and with the City of Nitro in general. Harvey Collins stated that he
moved to Nitro in 1939, and married the former Wanda Mack. They have
four sons and five grandchildren. Mr. Collins then stated that he is
currently an employee at Monsanto and has been for the past 34 years. Mr.
Collins was thanked for his many contributions to the City of Nitro and
congratulated for being selected as the Citizen of the Month.
BURGLAR ALARM FOR MAINTENANCE GARAGE: City Recorder Sharon Thomas
stated, that the committee that was formed to look at the bids and to
make their decision, had agreed to go with Asterick for a bid of $3574.79.
This bid included the garage, the fence, and the fence around the old
building.
John Hunter, representing Asterick Securities, recommended the
digital electronic lock system, which in case of power failure, has a
battery back up of 172 hours, which would be the same as the alarm system
with the battery back up. Mr. Hunter brought to the attention of Council
the purchase order that was specified as soon as possible for the Council's
protection. Mr. Hunter then stated that the sensors that were specified,
go up 18%, as of February 5, 1981. Mr. Hunter stated that he had received
a call from Litton Industries from Blackstone Virginia, which stated they
were going up 18%, when Mr. Hunter checked on the sensor's availability.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that the Council would accommodate Mr. Hunter at
his convenience.
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Councilman Omar Cunningham made a motion to accept the digital
electronic lock system. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington. The motion passed unanimously.

I

CHAIN LINK FENCE FOR MAINTENANCE GARAGE: City Recorder Sharon
Thomas moved to accept the bid from Guthrey Fence. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed unanimously.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE "OBSTRUCTING AN OFFICER": Mayor Art
Ashley requested that Councilwoman Mary Trout read the second reading
of the ordinance "Obstructing an Officer." The ordinance reads as
follows:
AN ORDINANCE:

OBSTRUCTING AN OFFICER:

PENALTY

Any person who by threats, menaces, acts or otherwise
forcibly or illegally hinders, obstructs or opposes, or
attempts to hinder, obstruct or oppose, or shall counsel,
advise or invite others to hinder, obstruct or oppose any
city police officer or any other authorized officer of the
City in the lawful exercise or discharge of his official
duty, shall, for every offense, be guilty of obstructing
an officer, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined
not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and may in the discretion of
the Court by imprisoned not exceeding thirty (30) days.
After this second reading of the ordinance "Obstructing an Officer",
the ordinance became law. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a
motion to accept the ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Omar Cunningham.

I

PERMISSION FOR AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION TO CONDUCT ITS ANNUAL
HEART FUND DRIVE DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1981: Mayor Art Ashley
read a letter from the American Heart Association, requesting permission
to conduct its Annual Heart Fund Drive in Nitro, during the month of
February 1981. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto moved that their permission
be granted. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington.
The motion passed unanimously.
RIVERDALE ACRES: Mayor Art Ashley stated that there had been some
questions raised about the zoning ordinances concerning replacement of
a dwelling in a commercial area by a resident. Stuart Calwell, City
Attorney, stated that he took the liberty of making copies of page 21
of the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Nitro. The Council members read
page 21, section 1404, article 15, entitled "Nonconforming Uses". Stuart
Calwell, City Attorney, stated that the residents of Riverdale Acres have
the right to continue on with the nonconforming use.

I
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CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASING A NEW POLICE CRUISER; Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington made a motion to purchase the Buick LeSabre Lawman, at a
cost of $8498.84. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto. The Chair spoke on behalf of Joe Savilla's absence on sticking
with the Fleet Approach and not a mixture of cars and parts. Councilman
Ronald King opposed.

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion
passed, and the meeting was adjourned.

Mayor Art Ashley

I
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City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
February 12, 1981

The special meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the
Council Chambers on February 12, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor
Art Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman
Omar Cunningham. Also present were Stuart Calwell, City Attorney, and
Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington, and Councilman Jack Moon were absent.
The meeting was call to order by the Honorable Art Ashley.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that the purpose of this special Council
Meeting was the recommendation made by the Planning Commission, that
the Ordinance, "Area 22" C-l (Heavy Business), be adopted. Mayor
Ashley then asked Councilman Joe Savilla to read the ordinance.

I

An Ordinance to amend and change the "City of Nitro
Zoning Ordinance" adopted October 6, 1970, by the City
Council of the City of Nitro and incorporated by reference in
chapter twenty two of the code of the City of Nitro to
divide zoning areas no. eleven (11) as shown on the official
"Zoning Map" on file in the office of Nitro, creating therefrom a new zoning area to be known as zoning area twenty
two (22) and further providing of class "C-l", heavy business
use as designated and prescribed in article ten (10), section
1001, et seg, of the said City of Nitro Zoning Ordinance;
said ordinance in no way to effect the current zoning of
the remainder of area no. eleven (11), now designated "R-l"
single-family residence district.
Therefore, be it advised by the common council of the
City of Nitro, West Virginia, that zoning area no eleven (11)
be divided and that the hereinafter described new district be
created and enumerated zoning area no. twenty two (22) with a
zoning use desigation of "C-l" heavy business and designated
as such in the "official zoning map" in accordance with the
following description. The remainder of existing zoning area
no. eleven (11) shall remain designated as "R-l" single-family
residential district.

I

"Areas 22"

C-l

(Heavy Business)
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Beginning at a point on the low water line of Kanawha River,
thence South 75° 50' East 1500 feet +; thence South 13° 35' 30"
West 430 feet + to a stake; thence South 87° 04' West 52.15 feet
to an iron pin; thence South 87° 04* West 634.43 feet; to a 3"
pipe fence post; thence South 3° 42'45" East 30.20 feet to a
4" pipe fence post; thence South 86° 52' West 97.91 feet + to a
stake at the low water line of Kanawha River; thence with said
low water line in a Northerly direction to the place of beginning,
all being a section of area no. eleven (11) as presently shown
on the official zoning map on the City of Nitro, West Virginia.
The remainder of area no. eleven (11) to retain its designation
as "R-l" single-family residential.

I

Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to adopt the ordinance as read.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed
unanimously.

Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to adjourn. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion passed unanimously.

I
City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
February 17, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at Council
Chambers on February 17, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art
Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto,
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman
Ronald King, Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Jeremiah McCormick,
sitting in for Stuart Calsell, City Attorney, and Michael Greenleaf,
Treasurer. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout and Councilman Omar
Cunningham were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Jerry Hudson.

I

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 29, 1981 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved to accept the minutes as written.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then stated that his name had been
omitted from the attendance. Councilman Ronald King also stated that his
name was omitted. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to accpet the
amended minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Ronald King. The
motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 3, 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES; Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington made a motion to accept the minutes as written. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion
passed unanimously.
SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR INSURANCE: City Recorder Sharon Thomas passed
out sealed insurance bids. The Chair recommended that the Council form
a committee to examine the insurance bids. Councilman at Large Mel
Pennington stated a bid of $5,090 from Commercial Insurance. Councilman
Jack Moon stated a bid from McDonough Caperton which was $11,991. City
Recorder Sharon Thomas stated a bid from Motorists Mutual Insurance Company which, for property was only $5,219. Councilman Ronald King stated
a bid from Insurance Exchange which was $9,498.
Councilman Joe Savilla then made amotion to form a committee to
examine the insurance bids. The motion was seconded by Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington. The motion passed unanimously.

I

PARKING ON SECOND AVENUE: Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a
motion to table it and report back to the next council meeting. The
motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion
passed unanimously.
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SENIOR CITIZEN BUS: Mayor Art Ashley informed Council that the new
Senior Citizen Bus had arrived. The Mayor then stated that the bus would
be presented to the Senior Citizen's at their luncheon on February 18,
1981. Mayor Art Ashley then stated that the main function was a nutritional
program designed for the Senior Citizen's.

I

RECOGNITION OF MONTY FRAZIER AND DAVE CLENDENIN: Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto introduced Monty Frazier. Councilman Casto then stated that
Monty Frazier and Dave Clendenin saved a man's life by pulling him out of
a burning vehicle, Monty Frazier thanked Council for recognizing him and
Dave Clendenin. Mayor Art Ashley congratulated him on his courage.
CITY FLAG: Mayor Art Ashley introduced the new flag to the Council.
Mayor Ashley then presented the first flag to Rusty Casto because he had
designed it. Mayor Art Ashley then asked permission of Council to use,
February 20, Nitro's 49th birthday, to introduce the new flag to the City
of Nitro. Mayor Art Ashley then congratulated Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto on the design of the new flag.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made amotion to purchase six full
size flags to be distributed to the four grade schools, the Junior High
School, and the High School. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack
Moon. the motion passed unanimously.
APPOINTMENTS:
. 1. STEVE WEST, POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, (RE:APPOINT) Mayor
Art Ashley stated that he needed authorization of Council to reappoint
Steve West, as Police Civil Service Commission. Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto made the motion to reappoint Steve West as Police Civil Service
Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion
passed unanimously.
2. MRS. JUDY WEST, BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (RE:APPOINTMENT) Councilman
Joe Savilla made a motion to reappoint Mrs. Judy West, on the Board of
Zoning Appeals. The motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The
motion passed unanimously.
3. JOE SAVILLA, PLANNING COMMISSION (UNEXPIRED TERM OF RUSTY CASTO)
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to appoint Joe Savilla to
the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto. The motion passed unanimously.

I

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Art Ashley brought to the attention of the
Council, the Vietnam Memorial Plaques.
Mayor Art Ashley suggested that the Council for a committee for the
purpose of examining and getting bids for a telephone system.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that there are funds available, on a matching
basis, for a "first-rate" Kanawha library. The proposed location for this
library was in the old Ben Franklin building, Mayor Ashley stated.
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion
passed unanimously.

Mayor Art Ashley

I
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City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
March 3, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on March 3, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were City Recorder Sharon
Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman
Ronald King, Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Michael Greenleaf,
Treasurer, and sitting in for Stuart Calwell, City Attorney, was Jeremiah
McCormick. Mayor Art Ashley and Councilman Omar Cunningham were absent.
The meeting was called to order by City Recorder Sharon Thomas.
The invocation was given by Mr. Walton Smith.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 12, 1981 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made amotion to accept the minutes as
written. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout.
The motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 17, 1981 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington made amotion to accept the minutes as written.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion
passed unanimously.

I

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH: MRS. EMMA SMITH, 1504 15TH STREET: The
Chair called on Councilman at Large Rusty Casto to introduce the Citizen
of the Month, for the month of March, Mrs. Emma Smith. Friday, March
6, Mrs. Smith will celebrate her "61st Birthday of her 39th year," her
100th birthday. The Council and audience gave her a standing ovation.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto gave Mrs. Smith a birthday card from
the city of Nitro, and a birthday card from himself,and a plaque from
the city of Nitro, which read: GRANDMA SMITH, MARCH 1981, NITRO CITIZEN
OF THE MONTH. Mrs. Emma Smith thanked the Council for taking the time
for noticing her. The Council presented two birthday cakes to her when
she blew out the candles.
REPORT ON INSURANCE BIDS: The Chair called on Councilman Joe Savilla
who reported that Commercial Insurance Service with a bid of $5,090.
The committee that selected this bid consisted of Sharon Thomas, Mel
Pennington, Omar Cunningham, Jack Moon, and Joe Savilla.
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY REQUEST PERMISSION TO CONDUCT DOOR-TODOOR CRUSADE - MARCH 16-MAY 5, 1981: The Chair called on Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto to read a letter to the Mayor from the American
Cancer Society. It reads as follows:
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The American Cancer Society wishes to apply for
permission to enact its Income Development Crusade from
door-to-door and in the business establishment within
the city of Nitro.
The volunteers would be working from March 16 to
May 5, 1981. We also would like permission to hold
various Special Events thoughout the 1981 year.
We will await your reply concerning this
correspondence.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to grant their
permission to conduct door-to-door crusade, from March 16-May 5, 1981.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla.

I

I

REPORT ON CIVIC BENEFITS ASSOCIATION MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY
20, 1981; Councilman Joe Savilla reported that the meeting that was
held with the Civic Benefits Association was to ask them to increase
their contributions to the City of Nitro for next year.
Councilman Joe Savilla then stated that the Mayor Art Ashley
and Jack Moody made a trip to Washington and discussed the sewer situation
in Nitro. Councilman Joe Savilla then stated that the members of
the CBA were going to help us iliminate this problem as soon as possible,
by helping us get an entire new sewage system for the city of Nitro.
Councilman Savilla stated that the Mayor ARt Ashley discussed
the need for a cabin at Ridenour Lake to house a superintendent of
the Part. Councilman Savilla ststed that the reason for this discussion
was because the Park had been the victim of so much vandalism.
Councilman Joe Savilla stated that the CBA was very receptive
to the discussion that the Council had previously, for the need for
a street sweeper, for the city of Nitro. Councilman Savilla stated
that he had found a street sweeper, $30,000, that the CBA or the city
of Nitro could purchase for $12,000 or $14,000.
Councilman Joe Savilla stated that the CBA had noticed the "TurnAround" the city of Nitro did and the CBA congratulated each and every
member of the Nitro City Council, the Mayor and the Treasurer, for
the fine job that they felt that they were doing in the city of Nitro.
City Recorder Sharon Thomas stated that there was to be a Shoe
World to be opened on llth Street. The owners of the new Shoe World
asked permission of Council to put a banner across the road beginning
March 23, for two weeks. Councilman Joe Savilla stated that the Council
had asked the Legal Counselor and he stated that the City of Nitro
had a street committee and it should be turned over to them. Councilman
Joe Savilla made a motion to grant them the permission to hang a banner
for the advertisement for the new Shoe World. Included in the motion
was a two-week restriction. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Ronald King. The motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto.
Councilman Ronald King made a motion for the city of Nitro to
purchase seven plaques, at approximately $225 each. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed unanimously.
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Councilman at Large Mel Pennington mad4e a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The motion
passed unanimously.
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Mayor Art Ashley

City Recorder Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
March 17, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at Council
Chambers, March 17, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley,
City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Omar Cunningham,
Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were City Attorney Stuart Calwell
and Treasurer Michael Greenleaf.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley.
The invocation was given by Dr. Charles Byrd.
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APPROVAL OF MARCH 3, 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington made a motion to accept the minutes as written.
Councilman Joe Savilla then stated that on page 3 the minutes read:
"Councilman Joe Savilla then stated that Mayor Art Ashley and Jack
Moody made a trip to Washington." The minutes should have read:
"Mayor Art Ashley and Jack Moody made a trip to Charleston." The
Chair then added to the minutes that the trip was to the "Office of
Economic and Community Development." Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
then made his motion to accept the amended minutes. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed unanimously.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING WEIGHT LIMIT ON CITY STREETS
IN NITRO: The Chair called on Councilman Joe Savilla to read the
ordinance. The ordinance reads as follows:
ORDINANCE LIMITING VEHICULAR WEIGHT ON STREETS AND
ALLEYS OWNED BY THE CITY OF NITRO
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA:
Section 1.01 - Authority For This Ordinance. This
ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Article
12, Chapter 8 of the West Virginia Code as last amended, and .
other pertinent provisions of law.
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Section 1.02 - Gross Weight. No motor vehicle of any
kind or description, including but not limited to, automobiles,
trucks, buses, and trailers exceeding a gross weight of
16,000 pounds shall be operated on any street or alley existing
within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.

356

Section 1.03 - Streets and Alleys Excepted. The
following streets and/or alley ways are excepted from the
operation of Section 1.02:
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(1) West Virginia Route 25, commonly referred
to as First Avenue;
(2) Main Avenue.
(3)

40th Street;

(4)

Any and all portions of U.S. Route 62 which
exist within the corporate limits of the
City of Nitro;

(5)

That portion of 21st Street extending from
First Avenue to Third Avenue;

(6)

Plant Road.

Section 1.04 - Vehicles Excepted. All vehicles owned
by the City of Nitro are excepted from the operation of this
ordinance.
Section 1.05 - Permit Excepted. Application-mayi.be :
made to the City Recorder for a permit excepting specific
vehicles from the operation of this ordinance. Any such permit
shall first be approved by City Council.

I

Section 1.06 - Penalties. Any person, persons,
corporations or other associations of whatever kind or nature
found guilty of violating and of the provisions herein shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall
be fined an amount not to exceed $500.00.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion that the first
reading of the ordinance be accepted. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto
stated that there needed to be an exemption on 22nd and 23rd Streets,
because there was an alley running between those streets. The Chair
then stated that the approval of the first reading would not mean that
the council could not modify and change the ordinance on the second
reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto.
The motion passed unanimously.
REQUEST FROM NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS TO CONDUCT HOUSE TO HOUSE
CAMPAIGN, MAY 10 THROUGH JUNE 21ST 1981: The Chair called on Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto to read the letter from the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society. The letter reads as follows:
Dear Mayor,
The Southern West Virginia Chapter of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society requests permission for their annual House-
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to-House Campaign to be conducted in the city of Nitro; May
10th. thru June 21st.
A prompt reply would be greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Dr. William J.L. Wallace, Chairman
Board of Trustees
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to grant the permission
requested by the National Multiple Sclerosis Society to conduct a
house-to-house campaign, May 10 through June 21, 1981. The motion
was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion passed
unanimously.

I

RIDENOUR MEMORIAL PARK; Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
elaborated on the deplorable condition that Ridenour Park is in.
Councilman Pennington brought to the attention of Council os a caretaker for Ridenour Park. Councilman Joe Savilla asked Chief Webb how
often the police department patrolled the lake. Chief Webb replied that
the police department patrolled Ridenour Lake every hour. The Chair
added that since it is a D and R lake the Council could stop them from
stocking the lake. Or the city of Nitro can pay them to stock the lake,
and then the city of Nitro could have the privilege of charging a fee
for fishing which would help defray the cost of cleaning up. The Chair
then stated that four Brownie Troups scheduled to go up to Ridenour
Park on a "Pick-Up" Campaign, on Saturday, April 11, 1981.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS RULING ON REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION
LOT 54, SECTION 1, RIVERDALE ACRES, CITY OF NITRO (1117 FIRST AVENUE) :
The Chair called on City Attorney Stuart Calwell. Stuart Calwell stated
that there was a partial of real estate located at 1117 First Avenue.
There was a letter concerning this matter. The letter reads as follows:
Dear Mayor Ashley:

•:\\u

^

As requested I have communicated with Thomas N. Hanna,
Esq. regarding his request for approval of subdivision of
Lot 54, Section 1, Riverdale Acres, City of Nitro (1117
First Avenue). In addition, I have reviexed the various
documents provided me by your office relation to this
question.
A partial of the zoning ordinance for the City of Nitro
indicates, and it is my opinion, that the Zoning Board of
Appeals may approve the subdivision of Lot 54 and further
that that approval may by obtained by simply polling the
members of the Board.
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The only question presented concerns the sideyard requirements and from the survey may provided it appears that the house
is just five feet form the lot line. The lot conforms in all
other respects with the requirements of the zoning ordinance.

GOO

I have informed Mr. Hannas of my opinion and he is expection
to hear from you with the final work regarding approval.
Very truly your,

I

W. Stuart Calwell, Jr.
City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that the subdivided lot
conforms perfectly with the zoning requirements. City Attorney Stuart
Calwell then stated that, that all that would be necessary was a
recommendation from the Board of Zoning Appeals that this subdivision
be approved and that Council not that the recommendation of the Board
of Zoning Appeals is that the recommendation of the Board of Zoning
Appeals is that this variance was, granted. Mayor Art Ashley stated that
the Board of Zoning Appeals did' approve this.
Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion that the approval of the
Zoning Board be noted in the minutes. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Omar Cunningham. The motion passed unanimously.
. :
NITRO CITY GARAGE TO BE USED BY THE SANITARY BOARD; .Mayor Art,:
Ashley called on City Recorder Sharon Thomas. City Recorder Sharon
Thomas stated that it is the recommendation of this committee that the, ,
City lease the old city garage to the Sanitary Department for a period of
one year at, at least a cost of $1000 per month. City Recorder Sharon
Thomas then stated that the work needed to be done to the building
immediately has been estimated at between $8,000 and $10,000. City
Recorder Sharon Thomas then stated that any work done to the garage
by the Sanitary Department during the year lease would be deducted from
the monthly rate. City Recorder Sharon Thomas stated that the yearly
lease should have the stipulation of not more than $12,000 would be
done without a negotiating of said lease.
City Recorder staed that, that was her motion. The motion was
seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. The motion passed
unanimously.

I

BUDGET PREVIEW: The Chair called on Treasurer Michael Greenleaf.
Treasurer Michael Greenleaf stated that the preliminary work on the
budget had been completed and what was incolved was presentations by
each of the department heads, which were finished last Friday. Treasurer
Michael Greenleaf also stated that the revenue estimated for the city
of Nitro, for next year, are ready. Treasurer Michael Greenleaf
requested that the budget be in by March 30. Treasurer Michael Greenleaf
stated that what we propose to do at this point, prior to the committment
by the CBA is to submit a "Bare-Bones-Budget", which would possibly be
revised later, on.
The Chair stated that the council would -obviously have to have
a meeting of the finance committee. The Chair then stated that it
was the Treasurer's recommendation as well as the Chair's, that
that there be no changes in salary levels and no capital expenditures.
Mayor Art Ashley asked Council for their approval to call a meeting,
Friday, March 27, at 7:00 p.m. for the prupose of finally approving
the budget to be submitted it the end of March.
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Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to set the meeting for 6:00
p.m., adjourn for the 6:30 meeting, reconvene at 6:45 and finish up
on approving the budget. The motion was seconded by Councilman Jack
Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS; Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilman Ronald
King to report on the memorial committee. Councilman Ronald King
stated that they were very close to ordering the memorial plaques.
Councilman Jack Moon passed around drawings of the plaques.
Councilman Ronald King made a motion that Saturday, May 30, be
Nitro's Memorial Day, which will be the first viewing of these
plaques. The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham.
The motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Art Ashley asked Councilman at Large Mel Pennington to
serve as chairman of the ceremonial committee. Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington excepted. The members of the ceremonial committee are
Mel Pennington, Dr. Charles Byrd, Joe Savilla, Jack Moon, Rusty Casto,
and Jay Long.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed
unanimously.

I
Mayor Art Ashley

City" Recorder-Sharon Thomas
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
March 27, 1981
The special meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at Council
Chambers on March 27, 1981 at 6:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art
Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman At Large Rusty Casto,
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington,
Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Omar Cunningham, Councilman Jack
Moon. Also present were Stuart Calwell, City Attorney and Michael
Greenleaf, Treasurer. Councilman Ronald King was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley.
The invocation was given by Mary Trout
APPOINTMENT OF OLAF WALKER TO BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS; Mayor
Art Ashley requested permission of council to appoint Olaf Walker
to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
made a motion to appoint Olaf Walker to the Board of Zoning Appeals.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed
unanimously.
CITY OF NITRO BUDGET DRAFf FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1,
1981 AND ENDING JUNE 30,1982: Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout
stated that the budget could be adjusted up until July 1. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington asked Councilman Omar Cunningham to put a
footnote at the bottom explaining, not money pledged or committed
at this point,but anticipated with good faith, for example.
Council had no objections to Councilman at Large Mel Pennington's
suggestion.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that under the Dog Warden the figure
that was stated was twice the amount that the city of Nitro is
obligated for, because under income or revenues projected we have
Dunbar as one-half of that cost. Mayor Art Ashley then stated that
in addition to that, with the Health Department on the infest controll
program the city of Nitro has spent more money than the $11,000 on that
particular program. Mayor Art Ashley passed around another contract.
Mayor Art Ashley asked Council to keep in mind that this contract was
not in this budget.
Modification of the City Jail includes rentivation of a storeroom-bathroom into a kitchenet. The cost of this modification is
$3,000. Mayor Ashley stated that Fire Marshall requires the City
of Nitro to modify the Jail. Mayor Ashley then stated that they were
going to apply to the Govenor's Commission on Crime Prevention for the
modification of the jail.

I

I

361

I

Mayor Art Ashley stated that the police cruiser was the only
capital expenditure that was included in this proposed budget.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that under note 2 the pension contributions
are intended in part to correct some inadequacies there before.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that concerning the Fire Department the
equipment has been purposely ommitted from the budget.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that again want to point out the
pensions, pension contributions are to raise 22.21% of payroll
according to the recommendation from the Actuarail Stubs.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that in the area of Public Works
the point the Mayor would like to make here is that we are still
looking at the prospect of going to a semi-automatic system of
garbage and collection and compaction. Mayor Ashley then stated
that the city of Nitro would find evidence in the final analysis
that we can save money and greatly improve out garage collection.
Mayor Art Ashley asked Council to take action on, that the
kiddie pool, at the park, fill the pool in and plant flowers.
Councilman at Large Mel Penninton made a motion to accept
the budget as presented to Council. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed unanimously.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. Passed unanimously.
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City Recorder Sharon Thomas

I

i
Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
April 7, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held at the Council
Chambers on April 7, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Art Ashley, City
Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at
Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla,
Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Jack Moon. Also present were Stuart
Calwell, City Attorney, and Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer. Councilman
Omar Cunningham was absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. The
invocation was given by Joe Savilla.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 17, 1981 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that on the first page, the minutes
read: "Councilman at Large Mel Pennington asked Councilman Omar Cunningham
to put a footnote at the bottom." Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
stated that this statement was directed to the Chair. Councilman at
Large Mel Pennington stated that the minutes read: "Mel Pennington anticipated
in good faith . . . " Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that
the did not antipate in good faith. With these two corrections Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to accept the amended minutes,
the motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed
unanimously.

I

APPROVAL OF MARCH 27, 1981 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: Councilman
at Large mel Pennington made a motion to accep the minutes as written.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Joe Savilla. The motion passed
unanimously.
RECOGNITION OF JERRY BELL, CITIZEN OF THE MONTH: The Chair called
on Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto
yielded the floor to Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington stated that before he would introduce the Citizen
of the Month, Jerry Bell, he would give some of the things that this
young man has accomplished in atheletics. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
stated that Jerry Bell is the 1981 State Champion at 126 Ibs. in the
State of West Virginia. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that
Jerry Bell also played football, offense and defense, for Nitro High
School. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that Jerry Bell started
wrestling in the sixth grade and since then Jerry Bell had 107 wins and
15 loses, and that out of those 15 loses, 10 of them was when he was
a Sophomore, wrestling the Seniors. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
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stated that Jerry Bell was planning to attend Marshall University, and
then stated that what ever way he decided to go with his career he would
do it with the same kind of vigor and enthusiasm that he did at Nitro
High School. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington turned the floor over
to Councilman at at Large Rusty Casto.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto gave a trophy to Jerry Bell which
read: NITRO CITIZEN OF THE MONTH, APRIL 1981, JERRY BELL. Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto gave the trophy to Jerry on behalf of the City.
Everyone gave Jerry Bell a standing ovation.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would like to thank Councilman at
Large Rusty Casto and Councilman at Large Mel Pennington for their comments
on Jerry. Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would like to also add that
he has had more people comment to him about Jerry Bell, because Jerry
Bell is known throughout the State for his outstanding wrestling ability.
Mayor Art Ashley congratulated Jerry Bell. Jerry Bell thanked the
members of Council.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE LIMITING VEHICULAR WEIGHT ON STREETS
AND ALLEYS OWNED BY THE CITY OF NITRO: Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilman
Joe Savilla to read this ordinance. The ordinance reads as follows:
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Councilman Joe Savilla stated that this was the second reading of
this ordinance. Councilman Joe Savilla then made a motion to accept
the ordinance as read. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that their
was a Section 1.07 concerning the alley between 22nd and 23rd streets.
Councilman Joe Savilla referred to the Council Meeting Minutes of March
17, 1981 which read: "Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that there
needed to be an exemption on 22nd and 23rd Streets because there was
an alley running between those streets. The Chair then stated that the
approval of the first reading would not mean that Council could not modify
and change the ordinance on the second reading. Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto made a made the motion. The motion passed unanimously."
Councilman Joe Savilla stated that there might be a little problem
in this ordinance but I think the overall good this is going to bring
the City of Nitro, by far, out-weighs any bad points it may have. Councilman
Joe Savilla stated that Council may have to amend a section or two of
this but we the Council must do something and this is one step in the
right direction. Councilman Joe Savilla stated that we must do something
to maintain the streets of Nitro.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that he agreed with Councilman
Joe Savilla with the exception that I think that before we, first of
all make an ordinance that is going to be almost impossible to enforce.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that he could not vote for
this ordinance in it's present form.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout stated that Council needed more
study on it. Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout then made a motion to
table it. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Mel Pennington.
Councilman Joe Savilla.opposed. uMotidn passed.
REQUEST FROM EASTBROOK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO SOLICIT CITY MERCHANTS
FOR DOOR PRIZES TO BE USED AT THEIR SPRING CARNIVAL: Mayor Art Ashley
called on Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. Councilman at Large Rusty
Casto read a letter concerning this matter. The letter reads as follows:
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Dear Sir:
I am requesting permission for our P.T.A. to solicit
the merchants of your city for merchandise to be used for
prizes in our Spring Festival.
Our parents and students are located in eastern
Putnam County. Most of them do their shopping and business
affairs in your city.
We would appreciate your sincere consideration in
granting this permission.
Sincerely,
Harold Hatfield, Principal
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to grant the permission
requested by Eastbrook Elementary to solicit City Merchants for door
prizes to be used at their Spring Carnival. Councilman Joe Savilla stated
that he thought that this would be a bad idea. Councilman at Large Rusty
CAsto stated that it was not up to City Council to say "No, you can not
come into town." It is up to the merchants when then come in, say,
"No, I would rather not give."
Mayor Art Ashley failed to receive a second to the motion.
motion died.

I

The

WAR MEMORIAL DEDICATION, MAY 30, 1981 - PARADE: The Chair called
on Councilman at Large Mel Pennington. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
stated that Rusty Casto had agreed to serve as Parade Marshall and he
is going to help get the parade going. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
stated that he understood that Jack Moon was going to get a color guard.
Councilman Jack Moon stated that they will send a color guard home from
camp one day early in order to participate, but they would like a letter,
to be written from City Hall, requesting such a color guard. Mayor Art
Ashley agreed to write the letter requesting permission for a color guard
to be assigned to the City of Nitro for that particular day. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington stated that the speaker would be Brigadier General
Brown, one of the four black Generals in the history of the United States
Army.
Councilman Ronald King stated that the plagues have been ordered.
Councilman Ronald King stated that the rubbings of the plaques were going
to be sent to the Mayor.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would like to compliment Councilman
Ronald King on the work he has done on the picket fence around the memorial.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE LANDFILL: The Chair called on Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that this
landfill was between the 600 block of Washington Avenue and the 700th
block of Washington Avenue.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington asked Council to ask the City
of Nitro's City Attorney to drawn up some sort of document that can be
taken around to each own property around the landfill and ask their permission
to use it as a landfill. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion
to have the City Recorder do that. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Ronald King.
Mayor Art Ashley asked Council members to look at the proposed Washington
Avneue landfill. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington stated that he had
received a number of telephone calls concerning this matter. Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington stated that the Washington Avenue Landfill would
be a Trash Landfill, not a Garbage Landfill. The motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Joe Savilla brought to Council's attention, Third Avenue.
Councilman Joe Savilla urged the Mayor and Council members to take a
look at the mud-slide which has taken it's toll in personal loss and
damages.
Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion for the City crew to chop up
the two, three or four blocks of Third Avenue, totally remove it and
replace it with gravel and dirt. The motion was seconded by Councilman
at Large Mel Pennington. The motion passed unanimously,
COMMITTEE REPORTS; Mayor Art Ashley stated that April 18, 1981,
will be Nitro's Spring Festival. Mayor Art Ashley urged each member
of Council to participate in the activities.

Councilman at Large Mel Pennington made a motion to adjourn. The
motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion
passed unanimously.
Public Meeting on Federal Revenue Sharing Funds
For Fiscal Year 1981-1982
March 27, 1981
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A Public Meeting on Federal Revenue Funds was held at Council Chambers
on March 27, 1981.
Present were Mayor Art Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman
Omar Cunningham. Also present were City Attorney Stuart Calwell, Treasurer
Michael Greenleaf. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilman Joe Savilla,
Councilman Ronald King, Councilman Jake Moon were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art Ashley. Mayor
Ashley stated that the purpose of this meeting had been advertised, and
the public meeting was on revenue sharing funds.
The only citizen present was William Crawford. Mr. Crawford asked
several questions about different subjects, none pertaining to Revenue
Sharing.
The meeting was then adjourned.
Attached is a copy of proposed use of Revenue Sharing Funds.
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PAGE 15

PROPOSED USE OF REVENUE SHARING FUNDS

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS:

$145,773

ESTIMATED DISBURSEMENTS:
MAYOR'S OFFICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

873

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

2,000
$

CITY COUNCIL TRAVEL

2.873
2,000

2,OgO

RECORDERS OFFICE:
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

1QQ

1QQ

TREASURER'S OFFICE
CONTRACTED SERVICES
AUDIT COSTS

5,000
12,000

17,000

CITY HALL:

f

GROUP INSURANCE

30,000

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
INSURANCE
DEPARTMENT SUPPLIES

3>000
3,8,0.00
8,000

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES

12.000

71,000

PAGE 16

POLICE DEPARTMENT:

DEPARTMENATL SUPPLIES

$12,000

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES
TOTAL

12.000
$24,000

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

LANDFILL COSTS
TOTAL

J.

I

TOTAL ESTIMATED DISBURSElffiNTS

28,600
$28.800'

$ 145,773
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
April 21, 1981
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
at Council Chambers on April 21, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present
were Mayor Art Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout,
Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Jack Moon. Also present
were City Attorney Stuart Calwell, Treasurer Michael Greenleaf. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, Councilman Ronald
King, Councilman Omar Cunningham were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art
Ashley. The invocation was given by Mr. Ivan Meadows.

I

APPROVAL OF APRIL 7. 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that on page 7, at the
very top concerning the Eastbrook Elementary School, it read:
"Mayor Art Ashley failed to receive a second to the motion."
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then stated that the minutes
should have read: "The motion failed to receive a second."
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to accept
the amended, minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Joe Savilla. The motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MARCH 27, 1981
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto
minutes as written. The motion
Joe Savilla. The motion passed

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES;
made a motion to accept the .::;
was seconded by Councilman
unanimously.

PURCHASE OF A POLICE CRUISER; Councilman Joe Savilla Bstated that he felt that the 6ity of Nitro should stick with
one type of automobile. Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion
that the next cruiser, the City of Nitro purchase another
Buick Le Sabre 4-d.oor. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
at Large Mary Trout. The motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that this does mean that this is
approved for the next fiscal year, 1981 - 1982.

I

PERMISSION TO SEEK DONATIONS FOR GEORGE C. WEIMER SCHOOL'S
P. T. A. ACTIVITIES; Councilman Joe Savilla stated that he had
done some checking and found out that the schools of Nitro,
Nitro Putnam, Nitro Elementary, and Nitro Junior High, go anywhere and everywhere to solicit funds for their school carnivals
and majorettes, etc.
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Councilman Joe Savilla stated that he did not feel that the
City Council of the City of Nitro could not stop schools from
other areas coming into Nitro and soliciting donations from our
merchants for their schools.
Councilman Joe Savilla made a motion to grant Weimer
Elementary School and Eastbrook Elementary School permission to
come into Nitro and solicit funds for their carnival. Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto made a second/to the motion.
Mayor Art Ashley asked City Attorney Stuart Calwell to respond
to an earlier question about the City Council having the authority
to prohibit such solicitation in the City. City Attorney, Stuart
Calwell, stated that there was a city ordinance, 15-30, which
pertains to soliciting for charities, etc. The ordinance reads
as follows:

I

I

I

Cb)
Rl:..ts, routs ana u n l a w f u l assemblies shall be dispersed forthwith
by the city police and other law enforcement officers, and all persons present
at the scene of any riot, rout or unlawful assembly shall, upon command of any
law enforcement officer to disperse, forthwith obey such command and peacefully disengage themselves from such riot, rout or unlawful assembly and leave
the scene thereof, and persons who fail to obey such command shall be subject
to immediate arrest.
•
. .
For state law as to riots, routs and unlawful assemblies, and penalties for violation, see W. Va. - Code, §§ 61-6-1 to 61-6-6.
Sec.

15-30.

Soliciting for charities, etc.; begging.

/ ,'. -

-- •
.

(a)
No person shall, without a city permit so to do, station him self in
any public place or move about within the city for the purpose of soliciting money or any other thing of value for any charitable, philanthropic or other purpose, or to solicit or beg alms or charity for himself or for any other person.
(b)
Any person desiring to procure a city permit under this section
shall apply therefor to the city council in writing, and shall state his name and.
address, his occupation, the purpose for which the permit is sought, the place
or places where such solicitation is intended to be made, the period of time during which the solicitation is expected to continue, the arrangements to be made
for disposition of the money or other things of value which may be procured
by reason of such solicitation, and such detailed information concerning the
beneficiaries of such solicitation as may be required by the city council, including but not limited to the names and addresses of all officers and directors
of a corporate beneficiary and the names, addresses and occupations of noncorporate beneficiaries; the proposed disposition or use to be made by the beneficiaries of all funds received by them; and such other information as the city
council may require in the interest of safeguarding the public from fraud.
(c)
The city council shall consider each application for a permit under
this section on its merits, and shall grant a public hearing to the applicant if he
requests such hearing; and the council shall, in the exercise of sound discretion, grant or deny any permit so applied for. In granting a permit, the coun- .,
cil may include therein such conditions as it may deem proper for the convenience and protection of the public, and it shall be unlawful for any permit
holder to violate or fail to comply with any condition of his permit. The city
council may also require, as a condition precedent to the granting of a permit,
that the applicant therefor give bond payable to the city, with corporate surety,
in such amount as required by the city council, and conditioned (1) upon faithful adherence to all "terms and conditions of any permit issued to him under this ~
section; (2) upon turning over to the beneficiary or beneficaries of his solicitations, as such beneficiary or beneficaries may be stated in the permit, of all
funds solicited and received by him; (3) upon a true accounting to be made by
him, to the city council within thirty days after the expiration of his permit, of
all funds solicited and received by him pursuant to his permit; and (4) upon
payment by him of any judgment or decree rendered against him for fraud or
for misapplication or loss of funds so solicited and received by him.. These
onditions may be altered in any particular case to protect the public from any
risk which appears to the city council to be inherent in the case. Prior to granting a permit under this section, the city council may refer the application for
the permit to the chief of police and to the city attorney for an investigation and
report, with findings and recommendations.
(d)
Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any bona fide
church, religious, charitable or other nonprofit organization to obtain a city
permit to conduct a solicitation solely among its own membership.
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City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that it was his opinion
that the City is probably "bound by this ordinance.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated two reasons that
permission should be granted:
1.

Kitro students solicit outside the city.

2.

We try our. "best to give Nitro a better image; to
deny permission to solicity in the city will hurt
our image.

The motion passed unanimously.
LETTER FROM NITRO LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL PRESIDENT.
MR. IVAN MEADOWS. DATED APRIL 16, 1981;Councilman Joe Savilla
read the above letter enclosed and offered as a part of the
meetine. The letter reads as follows:

I

I
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Councilman Joe Savilla stated that the Senior League
Baseball Field is normally used by Nitro High School Baseball
team, IAM, and Moose. When the men's Softball League uses the
field, the bases are moved in several feet, and that destroys the
base path. Councilman Joe Savilla then: identified, the other
problem was discussed in a meeting with Jay Long, Rusty Casto,
and some members with the Men's Softball League. The Men's
Softball League expressed, a desire to work with the Nitro Little
League in helping to eliminate these problems. Councilman Joe
Savilla stated that Jay Long had talked to Gene Brightwell and
Ivan Meadows about using the Senior League Field for two
tournaments in order to raise money to pay for the new lights.
Gene Brightwell stated that they were all for anything that
would benefit the park and Nitro Little League. Councilman Joe
Savilla then read the letter concerning the Men's Softball
Lea,gue and the Senior League field.
The money raised by the two or three tournaments the Men's
Softball League wants to hold, and the entry fees of each team
was pledged to pay off the explicit amount of ^1,400, that the
City of Nitro paid for in advance for the lights, plus buy the
tropies, softballs, etc. Councilman Savilla stated that all of
this would be done with no net expense to the City of Fitro.
Councilman Savilla pointed out that as a result of the action
the City of Nitro would be gaining :new lighting for the:softball
field. Responding to a question from Councilman Moon, Mayor
Ashley asvised that the city did have liability insurance to cover
the possibility of personal injury resulting from the installation
of the new lights.
Councilman Joe Savilla read, the letter from Mayor Ashley
in response to Ivan Meadows' letter from the Nitro Little League,
included as a port of the official minutes of this meeting.
Councilman Savilla made a motion that the City of Nitro
under-write the up to $5,000 for these lights, $3,600 of it will
be collected on or before May 15 and a balance to be received by
the City Treasurer by the end of May, after the two tournaments
have been held. Terms for payment were confirmed at "net 30 days."
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Rusty Casto. The
motion carried and was opposed by Councilman Jack Moon.

I

I

LETTER DATED APRIL 8. 1981 FROM CIVIC BENEFITS ASSOCIATION
OFFERED AS A PART OF THE OFFICAIL MINUTES OF THIS MEETING; Mayor
Ashley stated tha.t this represents a quarterly commitment of
148,000 for the fiscal year, beginning July 1, 1981 ending June
30, 1982. This pledge represents an increase in the quarterly
commitment for $25,000 in this fiscal year.
Mayor Ashley stated that there would have to be a revision
to our budget by the sum of this commitment.
Mayor Ashley stated:
The Civic Benefits Association has once again
come to the aid and assistance of the city in a, very
significant and generous way. And it's very gratifying
to me they made the commitment they have.

I
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LintE LEAGUE
IVAN D. MEADOWS
PRESIDENT
210 DuPONT AVENUE

PHONE 755-5206

NITRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143
April 16, 1981

Mayor Art Ashley and City Council
N i t r o C i t y Hal 1
Nitro, WV 251^3
Dear Mayor Ashley and Council:
The N i t r o Lions L i t t l e League will start i t ' s baseball season on April 25, 1981.
As this day approaches, we hope to have s e t t l e d some of our problems by working
directly with our City Council.
One of the most pressing problems that has been called to our attention is the
p o s s i b i l i t y of Ken's Softball being played on the Senior League Baseball Field.
If this ever came to pass, it would prove to be very destructive. The men wearmetal cleats on their shoes a n d - d i g holes in the field. They throw their empty
beer bottles around their playing area where any child could fall and be seriously
injured. The L i t t l e League does not want the Men's Softball Program destroyed,
but we do feel that they should play on their own field.
The L i t t l e League has maintained the ^fields at the C i t y Park for several years.
We feel that the children of Nitro should come f i r s t in any or all decisions concerning the Park. The Little League has provided a summer of recreation for-"some.
UOO children and their families for quite some.time. We have never allowed any
abusive language, or drinking around our games. The children would be submitted .
to all of these when the men are playing.
We realize the lights on the Men's Softball Field are in very bad condition. We
feel that some of the money the men pay to playr ball at ther Park should be used
to fix their lights and maintain their field. The Littl e League has always had
to pay their own expenses at the Park. We helped acquire and install the lights
on the Senior League Field and we feel that the Men's Softball Program should do
the same for their field.
Mr. Joe S a v i l l a attended our A p r i l 10, 198! meeting and is well informed of our
situation. We r e a l i z e that Mr. S a v i l l a supports our stand, but we would like the
support of every Council Member. We urge you to inspect the fields at the Park,
talk with our Board Members and parents within' our League on this matter.

? "- -_ *L -; 1 1 ', e L : - a c u e has another proDi-an concerning the G i r l ' s S o f t b a l l Field, a d j a c e n t
to the 5= s k t r b a l 1 C o u r t s . P e o p l e v,<£lk through the S o f t b a l l F i e l d w h i l e the ccrr.es i r e
-. n p r o g r e s s . To e l i m i n a t e t h i s , and the p o s s i b i l i t y of someone being hit by a s o f t b a l l , we v.'ould l i k e p e r m i s s i o n to i n s t a l l f e n c i n g around the f i e l d . A l s o , the men
Jtesve been using this f i e l d for practice. Their metal cheats are tearing up the field.
*'The L i t t l e League would like to see the Park policed more in the future. The men
playing ball at the Park, especially during tournaments, become very rowdy at times.
Their language is not acceptable around children, and they leave the Park littered
with beer b o t t l e s and debris from their concessions.
Any help and interest you give these matters will be greatly appreciated.
advise us concerning them as soon as possible.
~
:

Please

Sincerely,

Ivan D. Meadows
President

Vice President Major Boys,
V i c e President Major Girls
ce President Senior

^•^ni

Boys

V i c e President Senior
VSce President Minor League
Vice President Tee Ball
Girl 's Player Agent
Senior Boy's Player Agen

^

Major B o y ' s Player Agent ^^2
Minor League Player Agent

97MT

Major G i r l ' s Manager Representative

Senior G i r l ' s Manager Representative

.

,^t» Senior B o y ' s Manager Representative
K

Auxilliary President_

.. vw ^_.

y-v

CT cy^)~Q-^N v\r Boy's Manager Representative

^..

.

rj/^ -

—. -,.- -I-/

NiTRO, WEST VIRGINIA 25143

SHLEY
YOR
''5-S&43
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SHARON THOMAS
RECORDER
MICHAEL E. GREENLEAF
TREASURER
755-3521

April 20, 1981

Mr. Ivan D. Meadows, President
Nitro Lions Little League
210 Dupont Avenue
Nitro, West Virginia 25143
_«
Dear Ivan:

"

.

•

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 16, concerning the
future use of the ball fields at Nitro City Park. A copy of your correspondence
has been distributed to all the members of Nitro City Council, as well as to
Recreation Director, Jay Long.
We appreciate the position taken by the Nitro Little League, and we hope
that there's nc question but that the City of Nitro, and certainly this administration embraces the efforts of the Little League Program; and we share your
concern that the children of our community are given the best recreational
opportunities that we can make available.
Your letter signed by the various officers of your league states clearly
the position of the Little League, and I am sure City Council will give serious
consideration to all the points made. In fact, I believe that this type of
decision is truly a matter that should be brought before the City Council immediately in light of the beginning of your league play this weekend.
For my purposes, I have divided the points you make into two categories.
First, there is the use of the Little League fields by the adult softball
players; and secondly, the frequency of alcoholic beverages and improper
language on the part of the adult softball players at the city park.
poncerning the first point, the City Council will render a verdict on
the use of ball fields at city park. Bowever, concerning the point about the
consumption of alcoholic beverages or abusive language at city park, this is a
matter on which the council has already spoken, and there should "be TIO question.
The use, or consumption of beer or any other alcoholic beverage at the city park,
or at Ridenour Lake is prohibited by law. The personal conduct is also a matter
of law, and by a copy of this letter, 1 am instructing the Police Department to
rigidly enforce those ordinances.
' .
•In my judgment, the City of Nitro has excellent recreational facilities
for people of all ages. I sincerely hope with the help of organizations such as
your Little League Baseball Program, and the Men's Softball Program, we can exist
in harmony and serve the entire community. I compliment the Nitro Little League

Mr. I v an L1. M t a d ov s
Page 2
April 20, 1981
•*

>

for the program you have provided the children of our community for many years.
And, I look forward to visiting the field, and watching the League at work
again this summer. In the meantime, I hope that our City Council will be able
to render a quick decision concerning your questions, and I thank you for bringing the matter to our attention.

Sincerely,

/

Arden D. Ashley
ADA:Id
cc:

Nitro City Council
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto
•Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington
Councilman Joe Savilla, Ward I
Councilman Ronald King, Ward II
Councilman Omar Cunningham, Ward III
Councilman Jack >5oon, Ward IV
Sharon Thomas, Recorder v
Jay Long, Recreation Director

r

" •

E n t r y Fee

$300 per Team

Teams <?$300 esch=$3,600

BEFORE WE CAN EVEN CONSIDER A M E N ' S SOFTBALL LEAGUE, NEW LIGHTS MUST BE INSTALLED
AT OUR SOFTBALL FIELD.
FOE $4,600.

AN ESTIMATE ON LIGHTS WAS RECEIVED FROM LEONARD ELECTRIC

*:R. GENE BR1GHTWELL AND BOB SARGEANT (electricians) CONSIDERED THIS TO

BE A VERY REASONABLE BUY AND SUGGESTED THE LEAGUE APPROACH THIS".

I RECOMMEND THAT

THE LEAGUE BE ALLOWED TO APPLY THE ENTRY FEES TO THE LIGHTS AND HAVE 2 or

3 TOURNA-

MENTS TO FINISH PAYING THE BALANCE DUE ON THE LIGHTS AND TO ALSO USE THE EXTRA MONIES
TO BUY SOFTBALLS, LIME, ETC.

ALL ENTRY FEES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 1,

1981 FOR THIS.

IN ORDER FOR THE LIGHTS TO

BE INSTALLED BY MAY 15th (Opening Season) I MAKE THE MOTION THAT THE COUNCIL ACCEPT
THIS PROPOSAL ON LIGHTS AND TO ALLOW THE ENTRY FEES AND SOFTBALL TOURNAMENTS MONIES
': BE APPLIED TO THIS ALSO.

I FURTHER RECOMMEND OR SUGGEST THAT THE CITY OF NITRO

UNDERWRITE THE BALANCE FOR THE LIGHTS AND LET THE 1EAGUE REIMBURSE THE CITY
AFTER MONIES ARE COLLECTED FROM THE TOURNAMENTS.

THE OFFICERS WITH THE LITTLE LEAGUE ARE WILLING ALSO TO HELP IN GETTING'- LIGHTS FOR
THE SOFTBALL FIELD. GENE BR1GHTWELL, WHO IS Atf-OFFICER IN LITTLE LEAGUE AS WELL AS
Ai: ELECTRICIAN, HAS AGREED TO HELP INSTALL THE LIGHTS.

THE BIG LEAGUE FIELD WILL BE

AVAILABLE FOR THE TOURNAMENTS AS LONG AS THE MONIES ARE APPLIED TO THE LIGHTS AND
OTHER NECESSITIES TO GET OUR SOFTBALL LEAGUE STARTED.

WITH THE SOFTBALL LEAGUE, LITTLE LEAGUE, AND THE CITY OF NITRO WORKING TOGETHER,
VIE CAN CONTINUE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH OUR RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS.
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Basically, in ultimate terms, what it comes
to is a quarterly-commitment of $48,000 per quarter
for the FY beginning July 1, 1Q81, and ending
June 30, 1982. This quarterly payment is to "be
made in Septmeber, December March, and June, and
ending those four months. ...
In our "budget approved earlier we projected
the continuation of the $25,000 a month quarterly
commitment. Accordingly, we now have under
consideration "by the Finance Committee disposition
of "an addional $92,000 for the-city to spend.
I must point out that the Finance Committee
has had one meeting; it was inconclusinve. We
had a very quick total of those things that have
a very high priority and it came to over a quarter
million dollars, and $92,000 just doesn't stretch -•-'
that far.
V/ith that in mind, it would probably be
incumbent upon the Council to request an executive
session to discuss some things of a personal nature and
personnel nature, I suppose. Because, what we
ultimately will come up with everyone will know.
But, in the roeantime, there is some decisions to
be made in terms of relative priorities. This has
to do with capital expenditures, it has to do with
salaries for city employees. And, so, to set aside
the concern that some of the -people might have; and
same of the expectations so that everything will
be put in the proper perspective, if the entirety
of the $92,000 were added to salaries for the city
employees now, it would come out to something shy of
15%. Is that not correct?
So, for those of you who have been kicking
around figures of 15 to 25%, obviously it can't be :~ .
that. Because, that's without any capital
expenditures, and some of the capital expenditures
in all likelihood will receive a high priority by
this Council. So, that some of the money is going
to have to be spent on things that the city needs. . .
There are some things we are giving consideration
to, and there are some requests that are included
in the Civic Benefits request. There are two specific
areas where they have suggested that we place some
money.
In response to the generosity and the pledge
by the Civic Benefits Association on the day we
received it, I was pretty much overwhelmed, and I
think it's very generous. I'm gratified, and I
think that our position taken at the time we submitted
for approval by Council that $100,000 pledge for
the Civic Benefits was right on target.
So if there are any questions, I'll be
glad to respond.
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ORDINANCE TO EXPAND THE SCOPE OF BUSINESS LICENCE TAX:
City Recorder Sharon Thomas yielded to Councilman Savilla for
the first reading of the ordinance concerning expanding: the
scope of business license tax. The ordinance reads as
follows:

I

Councilman Savilla moved to accept the first reading of
the ordinance to expand the scope of business license tax.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Moon. The motion
passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Ashley introduced the format
to the petition expressing permission to commence operation
of a. Washington Avenue landfill.
Councilman Savilla moved to accept the petition as written
and initiate the signing of it immediately. The motion was
seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, and the motion
passed unanimously.
Mayor Ashley stated that he would like to thank the
City of Nitro for their participation in the Spring Festival.
Mayor Ashley stated that he would like to start this "Spring
Festival" as a tradition.
Councilman Savilla commended Mayor Ashley for putting
forth the "Spring Festival". At Councilman Savilla's
recommendation the audience gave Mayor Ashley a standing
ovation.
Mayor Art Asfeley stated that there was a request for a
loading qone on 11th Street at the side of the "House of
Shoes". Councilwoman at Large Trout moved to have a loading
zone placed on the side of the House of Shoes. The motion
was seconded by Councilman at Large Casto. The motion passed
unanimously.
Councilman Savilla requested the Mayor to appeal for
free engineering service from the Civic Benefits Association to
take a core sample of Third Avenue before Council proceeded with
the repair of that road.

I

Councilman Savilla moved to adjourn. The motion was
seconded by Council-voman at Large Trout. The motion passed
unanimously.

City Recorder, Sharon Thomas

I

1

AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND COLLECT AN ANNUAL LICENSE TAX ON PERSONS
ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF CERTAIN PROFESSIONS RECOGNIZED
AND REGULATED AS SUCH BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
NAMELY, ARCHITECTS, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, BARBERS AND BEAUTICIANS,
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, CHIROPODISTS, CHIROPRACTORS, DENTISTS,
EMBALMERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS, OPTOMETRISTS, OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIANS
AND SURGEONS, PHARMACISTS, PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, REAL ESTATE *
BROKERS, AND VETERINARIANS.
' "•
~ >
^ _.-;;':
BE IT ORDERED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
SECTION 1.

There is hereby levied and shall be collected from persons
actively engaged in the practice, within the corporate limits
of the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia,
of certain professions recognized and regulated as such by the
laws of the State of West Virginia which are hereinafter named.,
an annual license tax of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).
SECTION 2.

I

.

For the purposes of this ordinance, a person shall be deemed to
be actively engaged in the practice of any profession hereinafter
named during any fiscal year if that person is licensed by the State
of West Virginia to practice a particular profession and hold
himself out to the public, or represents to the public that he is
authorized and available to practice a particular profession and T
maintains any office, place of business, establishment, or the '
like, within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
SECTION 3.

• ' . - . - " • , " ' - ;

This ordinance shall apply to the follpwing professional men or ^"-'V
women, recognized and regulated as such by the laws of the State : of West Virginia: architects, attorneys at law,*barbers and
, ~
beauticians, certified public accountants, chiropodists, chiro- " .
praetors, dentists, embalmers and funeral directors, optometrists,
osteopathic physicians and surgeons, pharmacists, physicians and
surgeons, real estate brokers, and veterinarians.
'" " - - -V
SECTION 4.

I

"

. '

"

, r- '.

The license tax provided for in this ordinance shall be payable
annually to the City Recorder at his or her office in the City - " .
Building of said City of Nitro, West Virginia, on or before the
1st day of July of each year, and this ordinance shall be effective ;
on and after July 1, 1981. Persons as herein defined who are employed by
firms, engaged in group practice or are employed by professional business
organizations shall not be individually liable for said license tax. Provided,
however, that any such firm, group practice or professional "business organization
shall be subject to such tax for each location "withiB the City of Nitro. i"':

1

SECTION 5.

Any person who shall actively engage in the practice of, within the
meaning of this ordinance, any profession named herein, without having
first paid the license tax "herein provided for, shall be'guilty of
a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by fine
not to exceed Ten Dollars ($10.00). Each day that said person .shall
practice without said license shall constitute a separate offense.
CERTIFIED AS BEING COMPARED AND COR

CLERK
Introduced
Passed
Advertised

I

I
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Nitro City Council Meeting
Nitro, West Virginia
May 5, 1981
The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was held
at Council."Chambers on May 5, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present
were Mayor Art Ashley, City Recorder Sharon Thomas, Councilman at Large Rusty Gasto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout,
Councilman Jack Moon, Councilman Ronald King, Councilman
Omar Cunningham. Also present were City Attorney Stuart Calwell,
Treasurer Michael Greenleaf. Councilman at Large Mel Pennlngton,
Councilman Joe Savilla were absent.
The meeting was called to order by the Honorable Art
Ashley. The invocation was given by Dr. Charles Byrd.

I

I

RECOGNIZATION OF THE CITIZEN OF THE MONTH FOR THE MONTH
OF MAY. DR. CHARLES BYRD; Mayor Art Ashley congratulated
Dr. Charles Byrd for being selected as Citizen of the Month,
for the month of May. Mayor Ashley stated that Dr. Charles
Byrd is currently president of the Planning Commission, under
the last", administration, v May or Art Ashley stated-that Dr.
Byrd is a long-time citizen of Nitro, and he teaches at West
Virginia State College. Mayor Art Ashley stated that Dr.
Charles Byrd has been a personal friend of his. Mayor Art
Ashley stated that it is a.privilege to have Dr. Byrd live
in this city of Nitro. Mayor Art Ashley stated that Dr.
Charles Byrd was the kind of person who can be called upon
at anytime to do anything and he quickly responds asking that
only he be given an opportunity to serve. Mayor Art Ashley
congratulated Dr. Charles Byrd on behalf of the City of Nitro.
Dr. Charles Byrd was given a standing ovation. Dr.
Charles Byrd stated that he was overwhelmed. Dr. Charles
Byrd stated that he would like to thank the Council, and all
the citizens of Nitro for recognizing him. Dr. Byrd stated
that he has lived in Nitro for about 21 years. Dr. Charles
Byrd stated that in January, he will have been in West Virginia
for 40 years. Dr. Charles Byrd stated that like the Mayor
said, "I stand ready, at anytime, to help anybody, do anything,
if you think I can make the burden a little lighter."
Councilman Jack Moon stated that Dr. Byrd present, West
Virginia State College, to one of the recipients of the
Hall of Fame award, and that at the Stated College they have
a type of "family", which means that everyone is trying to
work together to the progress and the advancement of the State
College. Councilman Jack Moon stated that he would like to
welcome Dr. Byrd to the "family", here in Nitro too, "although.
I think that you are almost a 'charter-member.'"
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Mayor Art Ashley stated that it is "because of Dr.
Charles Byrd that General Brown will he the key-note
speaker on Memorial Day. Mayor Art Ashley thanked Dr.
Charles Byrd for making the arrangements. Mayor Art Ashley
stated that is was Dr. Byrd that contributed the Christmas
trees that were planted outside the City Hall and Bank
Street. Mayor Art Ashley stated that those Christmas trees
came from Dr. Byrd's yard.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that Dr.
Charles Byrd was a very fine member of the Planning Commission.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then stated that he
nominated Dr. Byrd as president of the Planning Commission.
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF
APRIL 21, 1981; Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that
he went through the Council minutes last night. Councilman
at Large Rusty Casto then stated that^there were numerous
misspelled words, incomplete notes, etc. Mayor Art Ashley
stated that his reaction was very much the same. Mayor Art
Ashley stated that he thought that it contained alot of
inaccuracies.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that there was one inaccuracy
that was call for concer, on pay 4, second to the last paragraph, second sentence, "Mayor Art Ashley stated, that the
City of Nitro be liable for any injuries due to the installation
of the new lights." Mayor Art Ashley stated that he did not
say that. Mayor Art Ashley stated that the question of
liability was brought up by Councilman Jack Moon. Mayor
Art Ashley stated, to that question, that the City of Nitro
would be responsible for the financial obligation. Mayor
Art Ashley stated that he stated that the city would be
financially liable, if the bill were not paid by those people
who had said they's pay it. Mayor Art Ashley stated that
the question was brought up that, "what if somebody got hurt?"
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he stated that we had liability
insurance to cover such an event. Mayor Art Ashley stated
that in no way should we state that as a part of the Council
meeting minutes that the city is liable for any injuries,
because it makes it a matter of record and it would be very
easy for someone in a court of law to collect on this kind of
item of the City's.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that on page 5, in reference to
the letter dated April 9, 1981 from Civic Benefits Association.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he specifically included the
statement of gratitude and appreciation to the Civic Benefits
Association and made specific references of appreciation for
efforts extended. Mayor Ashley then stated that he wanted
it to "be written into the record that the appreciation was
there.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that what was left in terms of
the minutes include only the hard facts exclusive of personal
impression. Mayor Art Ashley stated that the minutes were
less than complete, on page 6, where it states, "Mayor Art
Ashley stated that he would like to thank the City of Nitro
for their participation in the Spring Festival." Mayor Art
Ashley stated that the circumstances needed to be recreated
on that occasion.
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Mayor Art Ashley stated that the statement made "by
Councilman Joe Savilla, when he asked for participation by
an engineer to take a core sample of Third Avenue before
Council proceeded with the repair of that road, was not
referred to in the minutes.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would agree also that
there were misspelled words, gramatical errors, inconsistancies.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that on the bottom of page 1,
in the next to the last paragraph, approval of March 27, 1981
Public Meeting Minutes, (spelling mistakes such as) Councilman at Large Tusty Casto ... The motion was secpmded by
Councilman Joe Savilla.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that-;:the cost of preparing the
minutes, for the Council meeting of April 12, there was an
expenditure of apparently of some 47.5 hours, a total of
about 87 hours total for two Council meetings. Mayor Art
Ashley stated that he felt that is an excessive amount of
time required for the preparation of the minutes.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that he knew of
numerous occasions, in which, he would have to read and pass
Council minutes, and say, 10 or 15 years down the road, I
want to pick up these minutes and read them like this and
wonder what are people going to think?
Mayor Art Ashley stated that on page 1, second to the
last paragraph, there is Tusty Casto, and in the next sentence
there4is, "The motion was secpmded by . ." Mayor Art Ashley
stated that there was a double negative in the middle of the
next page 2, in the reference to the police cruiser there
was no reference to it being approved for the next fiscal
year. Mayor Art Ashley stated that the statement concerning
permission of the schools, again it says, "Mayor Art Ashley
asked City Attorney Stuart Calwell whether or not if this
particular question should be considered." Mayor Art Ashley
does not indicate the circumstances under which was asked.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that on page 6, next to the last
paragraph, (spelling errors) "there was a nedd for loading
zone . ."
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he could not vote for the
approval of these minutes, until they have been reviewed and
compared with the tape of the actual minutes.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that the double
negatives being on page 2 concerning the permission to seek
donations for George C. Weimer School's P. T. A. Activities,
on page 4 the minutes read: "Councilman Joe Savilla stated
that the money by the two or three tournaments that the men's
softball league wants to hold will pay off the balance of the
thousand dollars, ..." Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then
stated that the minutes should have read: "Councilman Joe
Savilla stated that the money raised by the two or three J~-:"•::"-'-.
tournaments the men's softball league wants to hold, and the
entry fee of each team, will pay off the explicit amount of
$1,400 that the city of Nitro paid for in advance . . ."
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that in the next
paragraph the minutes read: "Mayor Art Ashley stated that
the City of Nitro be liable for any injuries due to the
installationr.of the new lights." Councilman at Large Rus ty
Casto then stated that the minutes should have read: "Mayor

376
Art Ashley stated that the City of Nitro will be liable for
any injuries due to the installation of the new lights."
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated, that on page 5
concerning a letter dated April 9, 1981 from Civic Benefits
Association, the minutes read: "Mayor Art Ashley stated that
this is a quarterly commitment of $48,000 per quarter for the
fiscal year ..." Councilman at Large Rusty Casto then stated
that the minutes should have read: "Mayor Art Ashley stated
that this is a quarterly commitment of $48,000 for the fiscal
year."
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that on page 6
the minutes read: "Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout made a
motion to have a loading zone placed in front of the new
shoe-store." Councilman at large Rusty Casto then stated that
the minutes should have read: "Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout made a motion to have a loading zone placed on the side
of the new shoe store."
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to table the
minutes of April 21, 1981, until the next Council meeting.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The
motion passed unanimously.
City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that the one question
pertaining to the liability of the City in connection with
the new lighting of the softball field, it should reflect the
wording to the effect that should the city be found liable in
the event of an injury that the city's liability insurance would
provide coverage. City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that
just because someone should get injured, does not
necessarily mean that the city would be liable. City Attorney
Stuart Calwell stated that it is simply in the event that the
city should, after court proceedings, found to be liable,
then the insurance coverage would be there. City Attorney
Stuart Calwell stated that this was a significant deviation
from what the true status of the city would be in a legal
sense. City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that the city is
not, in a matter of fact, liable for any injuries due to the
installation of the lights.
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SECOND READING 07 ORDINANCE TO EXPAND THE SCOPE OF
BUSINESS LICENSE TAX; Mayor Art Ashley stated that due to
the absense of the official ordinance reader, Councilman
Joe Savilla, he called on City Recorder Sharon Thomas.
City Recorder Sharon Thomas called on Councilman Jack Moon
to read the ordinance. Councilman Jack Moon read the
ordinance as follows:
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AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND COLLECT AN ANNUAL LICENSE TAX ON PERSONS
ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF CERTAIN PROFESSIONS RECOGNIZED
AND REGULATED AS SUCH BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,
NAMELY, ARCHITECTS, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, BARBERS AND BEAUTICIANS,
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, CHIROPODISTS, CHIROPRACTORS, DENTISTS,
EMBALMERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS, OPTOMETRISTS, OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIANS
AND SURGEONS, PHARMACISTS, PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, REAL ESTATE
BROKERS, AND VETERINARIANS.
BE IT ORDERED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
SECTION 1.
There is hereby levied and shall _be collected from persons
actively engaged in the practice,' within the corporate limits
of the City of Nitro, Kanawha and Putnam Counties, West Virginia,
of certain professions recognized and regulated as such by the
laws of the State of West Virginia which are hereinafter named,
an annual license tax of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).
SECTION 2.

i

For the purposes of this ordinance, a person shall be deemed to
be actively engaged in the practice of any profession hereinafter
named during any fiscal year if that person is licensed by the State
of West Virginia to practice a particular profession and hold
himself out to the public, or represents to the public that he is
authorized and available to practice a particular profession and
maintains any office, place of business, establishment, or the
like, within the corporate limits of the City of Nitro.
SECTION 3.
This ordinance shall apply to the following professional men or
women, recognized and regulated as such by the laws of the State
of West Virginia: architects, attorneys at law, barbers and
beauticians, certified public accountants, chiropodists, chiropractors, dentists, embalmers and funeral directors, optometrists,
osteopathic physicians and surgeons, pharmacists, physicians and
surgeons, real estate brokers, and veterinarians.
SECTION 4.

1

The license tax provided for in this ordinance shall be payable
annually to the City Recorder at his or her office in the City
Building of said City of Nitro, West Virginia, on or before the
1st day of July of each y e a r , and this ordinance shall be effective
on and after July 1, 1981. Persons as herein defined who are employed by
firms, engaged in group practice or are employed by professional business
organizations shall not be individually liable for said license tax. Provided,
however, that any such firm, group practice or professional business organization
shall be subject to such tax for each location within the City of Nitro.

SECTION 5.
Any person who shall actively engage in the practice of, within the
meaning of this ordinance, any profession named herein, without having
first paid the license tax herein provided for, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by fine
not to exceed Ten Dollars ($10.00). Each day - that said person shall
practice without said license shall constitute a separate offense.
CERTIFIED AS BEING COMPARED AND COR
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Councilman at large Rusty Casto made a. motion to accept
the second reading of the ordinance as amended. The motion
was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The motion
passed unanimously.
PAY SCALE FOR FULL TIME REDUCED HOUR EMPLOYEES: Mayor Art
Ashley called on Treasurer Michael (Treenleaf. Treasurer
Michael Greenleaf stated that he is prohibited by law to
pay over-time unless the over-time is in an excess of 40 hours
per week.
Treasurer Michael Greenleaf stated that the suggestion
was brought up that perhaps Council would wish to alter or
make a resolution authorizing the payment of over-time for
reduced hour/full-time employees for hours excess of their
normal working hours.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that it was a daily, rather than a
weekly basis.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that, if he stays on and works
for 8, 9, 10, or11 hours and he"getss no over-time for it, it
takes away that incentative to put any more than that four
hours and walk away, which you do not want him to do. Mayor
Art Ashley stated that what we are requesting here is that,
if this individual works 12 hours, to his regular four hours,
but this individual can not be paid over-time unless Council
changes this. City Recorder Sharon Thomas stated that maybe
he could be put on as full time. Mayor Art Ashley stated that
this is a possibility, but we do not have 40 hours of work
for him. Mayor Art Ashley stated that, regularly we do not
have 40 hours worth of work for him at this point, but we are
close to where we could.
Councilman Omar Cunningham made the motion. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion passed.
Councilman Jack Moon opposed.
FIRST REAPING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING ANIMALS: Councilman
Omar Cunningham made a motion to table the ordinance until
the next Council meeting. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Jack Moon. The motion passed unanimously.
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CITY POOL REGULATIONS AND FEES: Mayor Art Ashley called
on Treasurer Michael Greenleaf. Treasurer Michael Greenleaf
stated that the only deviation from the prior years' rates
are for non-residents. Treasurer Michael Greenleaf stated v •
that the recreation director proposes that the family passes,
(season pass for family), be raised from $100 to $125, and
:.
for a single pass to be raised from $50 to $75 per year, (per
the season).
Mayor Art Ashley stated that the discussion of the
prospects of keeping the pool open seven days a week. Mayor
Art Ashley stated that we will be-staffed for it if Council
would so order. Mayor Art Ashley stated that there would be
no problem in keeping the pool open on Monday's.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that another consideration has
been suggested, making the pool available for private parties.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that the parties would be after the
normal closing hour of 9 o'clock to a period selected by
Council for a fee, as a. way of generating additional revenues
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also, Mayor Art Ashley stated that there were plenty of lights.
Councilman at Large Rusty Car to asked what was the daily
fee for individuals: resident and non-resident. Treasurer
Michael Greenleaf stated that 13 years and over for residents,
$2 and for non-residents. For 12 years and younger for
residents, $1.25, non-residents - 12 and younger, $2.50.
Treasurer Michael Greenleaf stated that the fee for senior
citizens was $1.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would like to encourage
the Council to keep their vision on the fact we are trying
to generate additional revenues through the recreation and
last year, had a deficit of $70,000,in the recreation department.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that we have $40,000 deficit projected
this year and anything that we can do to reduce the deficit, for
the department, would be "beneficial in other areas of recreation.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout made a motion to accept
the hours as stated, (11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, and 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday), the fees as stated,
private parties, $100 for evening parties, $50 for the
morning parties, the parties are 3 hour parties. The motion
was seconded by Councilman 0mar Cunningham. The motion passed
unanimously.
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RECREATIONAL USE OF SCHOOL BOARD PROPERTY; Mayor Art Ashley
called on Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. Councilwoman at
Large Mary Trout stated that she had received a number of
calls from residents on Park Avenue, that border on the school
property between Baker Elementary and Nitro Junior High.
Councilwoman at large Mary Trout stated that teams are playing
there, kids are flying kites, soccer teams practice, etc.
Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout stated that she asked City
Attorney Stuart Calwell if he would clarify this position, legally, so
that we have something to tell the residents from a legal standpoint.
City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that all the
complaints are pertained to the use of the property, owned by
Kanawha County Schools. City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated
that there is nothing that the city can do about it.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that the last administration did
take a position on the playing of soccer in that field and
they declared it prohibited. Mayor Art Ashley stated that
we, as a local government, have no jurisdiction over that problem,
unless they are in violation of the city ordinance.
City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that he could not see
of any way that Council could pass any kind of resolution or
ordinance that would effectively address the problem.
SEMI-AUTOMATIC GARBAGE COLLECTOR: Mayor Art Ashley called
on Councilman Jack Moon. Councilman Jack Moon stated that our
garbage collecting facilities, (trucks), are reaching a point
of no return, on maintenance. The trucks are just not doing
the job now, at this point. Councilman Jack Moon stated that
he had been asked by the Mayor to serve on a committee to
look into the possibility of a semi-automatic garbage collector,
or whatever facilities or means we want to use to collect the
garbage in the city of Nitro. Councilman Jack Moon stated
that he just wanted to make the Council aware that we are
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going to have to make some move to do something about this
problem. Councilman Jack Moon stated that the committee
was going to weigh all of the pro's and con's and have a
recommendation back at the next Council meeting in the
next couple of weeks.
Councilman Jack Moon stated that there were many possibilities:
we could lease the equipment, purchase the equipment and the
containers that come with this equipment. Councilman Jack Moon
stated that we would in turn issue them to the households.
».
throughout the community.
Councilman Jack Moon stated that this system deals with
a 30, 60, or 90 gallon container and it picks it up automatically1
and puts it into the truck, compacts it, and puts your container back out, but this is a curb like service. Councilman
Jack Moon stated that this will be expensive.
HOUSE NUMBERING ON WASHINGTON AVENUE: Councilman Omar
Cunningham made a motion to take a little more time on this
and check with these people on the streets, along with the
post office and report back at the next Council meeting. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Ronald King. The motion
passed unanimously.
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REQUEST FOR SOFTBALL MARATHON FROM BILL HYATT, AREA
REPRESENTATIVE FOR WORD OF LIFE BIBLE CLUBS: Mayor Art Ashley
stated that it has been done in the past and the Recreational
Director to explain anything. Councilman at Large Rusty Casto
asked Recreational Director Jay Long, where the money goes.
Recreational Director Jay Long stated that the recreational
department gets :no money, because there are no charges.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to grant
the permission requested for the Softball marathon from Bill
Hyatt. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman at Large Mary
Trout. The motion passed unanimously.
FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION;
Mayor Art Ashley called on
Councilman at large Rusty Casto to address the question of the
beginning preparation of the fourth of July celebration.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto stated that he turns the
floor over to Jay Long. Jay Long stated that the recreational
department requests permission of Council to go to proceed
with plans for a fourth of July celebration. Jay Long stated,
that certain events will require Council approval and advance
plans must be made before hand. The proposed events include
but are not limited to the following;
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cracker whistling
water melon seed spitting
rolling pin throw
pie eating contest
cake decorating
greased pole climb

pig tail contest
egg toss
archery exhibition
greased pig chase
fire works
parade

•
<

Jay Long stated that there would be awards given to any
floats in the parade. Jay Long stated that when cost is identified,
funding will "be requested, also any evnets to "be added will
be submitted for Council approval. Jay Long stated that he was
asking Council for their help in making a better Fourth of July
than we had last year.
Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to grant
the permission requested by Recreational Director Jay Long.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham. The
motion passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would
like to recognize a gentleman that he has come to respect. Mayor
Art Ashley introduced Bill Withrow, race director of the Nitre's
Spring Festival. (applause) Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would
like to thank Bill Withrow for his many hours of preparation of that
race. Mayor Art Ashley expressed his appreciation for all the work
and effort he put into it.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that there was a report from the
City Attorney on a judgement that was rendered on Blackwood
property. Mayor Art Ashley called on City Attorney Stuart
Calwell. City Attorney Stuart Calwell stated that Judge Belcher
issued a written memorandum on the lawsuit. City Attorney
stated that Judge Belcher gave full approval of the cityts
complete right-away through there.
Mayor Art Ashley stated that he would like to extend congratulations and appreciation to the City Attorney in harmoney with the
efforts of the City Treasurer for obtaining the back B and 0
taxes from a local business to a considerable amount.
Mayor Art Ashley called on Councilman Ronald King. Councilman
Ronald King stated that right now we have General Brown coming
in, Poca's band will be the host band and they are definitely
coming. Dunbar's band is still uncertain, if they can make it
Dunbar will be the guest band. Councilman Ronald King stated
that we will have a color guard.
Councilman Ronald King read a letter form Headquarters Company
111th Engineer Group, V/est Virginia Army National Guard. The
letter reads as followst
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Councilman Ronald King stated that General Brown is one of
four "black Generals in the United States Army. Councilman
Ronald King stated that General Brown is 48 years old, married, five
children, "born in New Orleans, his family home is Institute,
West Virginia. Councilman Ronald Kine stated that he was a
graduate"of Glenville High School, Cleveland, Ohio; a
graduate of West Virginia State College - 1954. Councilman
Ronald King stated that General Brown has received numerous
awards. Councilman Ronald King presented a picture of General
Brown.

Councilman at Large Rusty Casto made a motion to adjourn.
The motion was seconded ty Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout. The
motion passed unanimously.
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF NITRO
MAY 19, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was called to order
in the Council Chambers on May 19, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were
Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Rusty Casto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman at Large
Mel Pennington, Councilman Joe Savilla, Councilman Jack Moon,
Councilman Ronald King, and Councilman Omar Cunningham. Also present
were Mr. Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer, and Mr. Stuart Calwell,
City Attorney.
The invocation was given by Mr. Jim Hutchinson.

I

AGENDA ITEM - APPROVAL OF JANUARY 6, 1981 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES; Councilwoman at Large Trout made a motion to accept the
minutes with the error corrected on page 332-A, Book 17. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Jack Moon; the motion passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM - APPROVAL OF APRIL 21, 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman at Large Casto moved to accept the minutes. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Moon; the motion carried. Councilman at Large
Pennington abstained.
AGENDA ITEM - APPROVAL OF MAY 5, 1981 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:
Councilman Moon moved to approve the minutes as amended, and to attach
a copy of the Courts Memorandum Opinion to the May 5, 1981, Council
Meeting Minutes. (A copy is attached thereto and made a part thereof.)
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington; the
motion carried.

In reference to the Council Meeting Minutes, Councilwoman Trout,
Councilman King, and Councilman Cunningham were appointed to the
committee.
AGENDA ITEM - FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING ANIMALS:
Councilman Savilla read the first reading of the ordinance.

THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 4, ANIMALS AND FOUL,
OF THE NITRO CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO DOGS, PROVIDING FOR THE
IMPOUNDMENT AND DISPOSAL OF DOGS IN CERTAIN SITUATIONS; PROPOSING
PENALTIES FOR PERMITTING DOGS TO TRESPASS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND PENALTIES FOR KEEPING VICIOUS DOGS; PENALTIES FOR KEEPING
NOISY DOGS OR CATS, AND COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODIES.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
That Chapter 4, Animals and Foul, of the Nitro City Code be amended
and reenacted as follows:
Section 4-16.

Dogs to be confined a.nd not permitted to roam at large;
taking dogs on lease.

The owner of a dog or person harboring or keeping a dog shall not
allow such dog to roam at large in the city. The owner of a dog
or person harboring or keeping a dog shall confine such dog at
the owner's premises or the premises of such person harboring or
keeping such dog. No person shall take any dog onto the streets,
sidewalks or public places of the city unless the dog shall be upon
a lease, or under effective control.
Section 4-24.

Notice to owners and persons in charge of impounded
animals and foul; retention and disposition of impounded
dogs.
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(c) Any dog seized and impounded as provided in Section 4-23 shall
be detained for a period of five (5) days after notice of seizure
has been given, and if not redeemed by the owner or by the person
harboring such dog within the period applicable, shall be disposed
of in such manner and by such person as the pound authorities
shall designate.
Section 4-27.

Redemption of impounded dogs; redemption fees and
boarding charges; record of offenses by dog owners.

(a) The owner of a dog bearing a tag as provided in Section 4-13,
which has been seized or impounded as provided in Section 4-23,
shall be entitled to redeem the dog by paying to the city collector
pursuant to a statement furnished such owner by the animal warden
in charge of the dog a redemption fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00);
for a second offense, a redemption fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00);
and for a third or subsequent offense, a redemption fee of One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(b) Whenever more than one dog belonging to the same owner being
impounded on the same day, a single offense shall be deemed to
have occurred. Otherwise, each dog belonging to the same owner
which has been impounded on separate days shall be deemed to
constitute separate offenses. The animal warden shall maintain
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records of offenses committed by dog owners, and such records shall
be available for public inspection during regular office hours.
In addition to the above redemption fee, a boarding fee for each
dog impounded shall be charged by the animal warden the rate of
Three Dollars ($3.00) per day, or a fraction thereof, that the
dog has been impounded.
(c) The owner of, or persons harboring a dog not bearing a tag
which has been seized or impounded shall be entitled to redeem the
dog upon establishing title thereto to the satisfaction of the
animal warden in charge of the dog, by securing a license for the
dog (if such dog be not licensed), and by paying to the city
collector pursuant to a statement furnished such owner or person
by the humane officer in charge of s'aid dog a redemption fee of
Ten Dollars ($10.00) plus Three Dollars ($3.00), or a fraction
thereof, for each day that the dog has been impounded.
Section 4-28.

Acquisition of equipment.

The Mayor, subject to the approval of the council, shall acquire
such equipment as may be necessary to enforce the provisions of
this article.

I

Section 4-29.

Observation of dog biting a person.

Every person owning or harboring a dog in the city, whether
licensed or unlicensed, which shall bite any person shall forthwith
place the dog, at the owner's expense, in the custody and care of
a licensed veterinarian and shall apply with the provisions of
subsection a of 4-10.
Section 4-30.

Excrement.

Neither the owner of a dog or any person having charge of a dog,
whether such dog be on a lease or no^, shall allow any such dog
in their charge to deposit animal exrement or other animal wastes
upon any public or private property or to otherwise damage any
public or private or property.
Section 4-31.

Penalties.

Any person violating provisions of this article shall be fined
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for the first offense, Fifty Dollars
($50.00) for the second offense and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
for the third offense.

I

Section 4-32.

Cooperation with other governmental bodies.

In carrying out the intent and provisions of this article, the
city is expressly authorized to enter into agreements with other
municipalities in the County Court of Kanawha and Putnam Counties

for the purchase of necessary equipment and supplies, employment
of necessary personnel, operation and maintenance of a dog pound,
and all other matters relating to the provisions of this article
to share the costs thereof with other municipalities and the
County Court of Kanawha and Putnam Counties on a joint and mutual
basis.
This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at a
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19
day of
frjgy
, 1981, and read and adopted at a
second reading on the
day of
, 1981.

CLERK

I
Councilman Savilla moved to accept the first reading of the ordinance.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Pennington; the motion
carried.

I
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AGENDA ITEM - HOUSE NUMBERING ON WASHINGTON AVENUE: Councilman
Cunningham moved to table this. The motion was seconded by Councilman King;
the motion carried.
AGENDA ITEM - THE FIRST READING OF THE ORDINANCE THAT WILL ALLOW
THE CITY TO INCREASE ITS COLLECTION ON STATE'S STORE LIQUOR AND WINE SALES
FROM 3% TO 5%: Councilman Savilla moved to table the first reading of the
ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham; the motion
passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM - CITY HOLIDAY IDENTIFIED AS MAY 25, 1981;
Councilman at Large Casto moved that May 25, 1981, be identified as a
holiday for city employees. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham;
the motion passed unanimously.
AGENDA ITEM - MEMORIAL DAY COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman King and
Councilman at Large Casto reported everything has been taken care of for
the Memorial Day Dedication.
AGENDA ITEM - SEMI-AUTOMATIC GARBAGE COLLECTION SYSTEM: Councilman
Cunningham moved to reschedule the trip to Canton, Ohio, to observe the
automatic garbage collection system. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Moon; the motion carried.
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AGENDA ITEM - REPORT ON A MEETING WITH THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF
ECONOMIC COMMUNUTY DEVELOPMENT: Mayor Ashley reported that due to the
low priority given Nitro's Project by DNR, it is unlikely any funding
will be forthcoming from that source. However, another effort is
underway involving both public and private sources. (See Supplement
file to the minutes.)

COMMITTEE REPORT
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE CASTO: Councilman at Large Casto moved to
grant Lum's permission to conduct music shows behind their Restaurant,
May 19 through Labor Day to raise money for MDS. (Shows shall be held
approximately every two weeks, and will not be held later that 10:30 pm
weekdays, and midnight on weekends.) The motion was seconded by
Councilman Savilla; the motion carried.
Councilman at Large Mel Pennington moved for adjournment. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Omar Cunningham; the motion passed
unanimously.

ARDEN D. ASHLEY, MAYOR

I

SHARON THOMAS, CITY RECORDER
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF NITRO
JUNE 2, 1981

The regular meeting of the Nitro City Council was called to order
in the Council Chambers June 2, 1981 at 8:00 p.m. Present were
Mayor Art Ashley, Sharon Thomas, City Recorder, Councilman at Large
Rusty Gasto, Councilwoman at Large Mary Trout, Councilman Joe Savilla,
Councilman Ronald King, and Councilman Omar Cunningham. Also present
were Mr. Michael Greenleaf, Treasurer, and Mr. Stuart Calwell,
City Attorney. Councilman at Large Mel Pennington, and Councilman
Jack Moon were absent.
The invocation was given by Councilman Savilla.

I

AGENDA ITEM:; APPROVAL OF MAY,19, 1981:COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES;
Councilman Savilla moved that the May 19, 1981 Council Meeting Minutes
be tabled and retyped from the tape. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Cunningham, and the motion carried. Mrs. Thomas and
Councilman at Large Casto abstained.
AGENDA ITEM: SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE REGARDING ANIMALS:
Councilman Savilla read the title of the ordinance.

THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:

I
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ORDINANCE NO. 81-4

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 4, ANIMALS AND FOUL,
OF THE NITRO CITY CODE, PERTAINING TO DOGS, PROVIDING FOR THE
IMPOUNDMENT AND DISPOSAL OF DOGS IN CERTAIN SITUATIONS; PROPOSING
PENALTIES FOR PERMITTING DOGS TO TRESPASS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND PENALTIES FOR KEEPING VICIOUS DOGS; PENALTIES FOR KEEPING
NOISY DOGS OR CATS, AND COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODIES.

I

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NITRO:
That Chapter 4, Animals and Foul, of the Nitro City Code be amended
and reenacted as follows:
Section 4-16.

Dogs to be confined and not permitted to roam at large;
taking dogs on lease.

The owner of a dog or person harboring or keeping a dog shall not
allow such dog to roam at large in the city. The owner of a dog
or person harboring or keeping a dog shall confine such dog at
the owner's premises or the premises of such person harboring or
keeping such dog. No person shall take any dog onto the streets,
sidewalks or public places of the city unless the dog shall be upon
a lease, or under effective control.
Section 4-24.

Notice to owners and persons in charge of impounded
animals and foul; retention and disposition of impounded
dogs.

I

(c) Any dog seized and impounded as provided in Section 4-23 shall
be detained for a period of five (5) days after notice of seizure
has been given, and if not redeemed by the owner or by the person
harboring such dog within the period applicable, shall be disposed
of in such manner and by such person as the pound authorities
shall designate.
Section 4-27.

Redemption of impounded dogs; redemption fees and
boarding charges; record of offenses by dog owners.

(a) The owner of a dog bearing a tag as provided in Section 4-13,
which has been seized or impounded as provided in Section 4-23,
shall be entitled to redeem the dog by paying to the city collector
pursuant to a statement furnished such owner by the animal warden
in charge of the dog a redemption fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00);
for a second offense, a redemption fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) ;
and for a third or subsequent offense, a redemption fee of One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(b) Whenever more than one dog belonging to the same owner being
impounded on the same day, a single offense shall be deemed to
have occurred. Otherwise, each dog belonging to the same owner
which has been impounded on separate days shall be deemed to
constitute separate offenses. The animal warden shall maintain
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records of offenses committed by dog owners, and such records shall
be available for public inspection during regular office hours.
In addition to the above redemption fee, a boarding fee for each
dog impounded shall be charged by the animal warden the rate of
Three Dollars ($3.00) per day, or a fraction thereof, that the
dog has been impounded.
(c) The owner of, or persons harboring a dog not bearing a tag
which has been seized or impounded shall be entitled to redeem the
dog upon establishing title thereto to the satisfaction of the
animal warden in charge of the dog, by securing a license for the
dog (if such dog be not licensed), and by paying to the city
collector pursuant to a statement furnished such owner or person
by the humane officer in Charge of said dog a redemption fee of
Ten Dollars ($10.00) plus Three Dollars ($3.00), or a fraction
thereof, for each day that the dog has been impounded.
Section 4-28.

Acquisition of equipment.

The Mayor, subject to the approval of the council, shall acquire
such equipment as may be necessary to enforce the provisions of
this article.
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Section 4-29.

Observation of dog biting a person.

Every person owning or harboring a dog in the city, whether
licensed or unlicensed, which shall bite any person shall forthwith
place the dog, at the owner's expense, in the custody and care of
a licensed veterinarian and shall apply with the provisions of
subsection a of 4-10.
Section 4-30.

Excrement.

Neither the owner of a dog or any person having charge of a dog,,
whether such dog be on a lease or not, shall allow any such dog
in their charge to deposit animal exrement or other animal wastes
upon any public or private property or to otherwise damage any
public or private or property.
Section 4-31.

Penalties.

Any person violating provisions of this article shall be fined
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for the first offense, Fifty Dollars
($50.00) for the second offense and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
for the third offense.
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Section 4-32.

Cooperation with other governmental bodies.

In carrying out the intent and provisions of this article, the
city is expressly authorized to enter into agreements with other
municipalities in the County Court of Kanawha and Putnam Counties
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for the purchase of necessary equipment and supplies, employment
of necessary personnel, operation and maintenance of a dog pound,
and all other matters relating to the provisions of this article
to share the costs thereof with other municipalities and the
County Court of Kanawha and Putnam Counties on a joint and mutual
basis.

I

This ordinance was read and introduced for the first time at a
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Nitro on the
19th day of
May
, 1981, and read and adopted at a
second reading on the 2nd day of
Jime
, 1981.

CLERK

I
Councilman Savilla moved that Council accept the second reading of the
ordinance as written. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large
Casto; the motion carried 5 to 1. Councilman Cunningham abstained; Mrs. Thomas
City Recorder voted in the negative.

I
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AGENDA ITEM - FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE THAT WILL ALLOW THE CITY
TO INCREASE ITS COLLECTION ON STATE STORE LIQUOR AND WINE SALES FROM
3 to 5 PER CENT: Councilman Savilla read the first reading of the
ordinance.

THE ORDINANCE IS AS FOLLOWS:
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ORDINANCE NO.

An Ordinance amending and readopting Section 3-2 of the
Code of the City of

Nitro

, West Virginia; setting the rate of

tax on the purchase of intoxicating liquors within the corporate
boundaries of said municipality at five percent.

Be it ordained by the governing" body of the City of Nitro,
West Virginia, that after the effective date of this Ordinance
pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 13, Section 7 of the Official Code
of West Virginia, of 1931, as last amended, there is hereby imposed
a tax of five percent of the retail purchase price of any and all
intoxicating liquors purchased from the Alcohol Beverage Control
Commission or from any person licensed to sell wine at retail to the

I

public under the provision of Chapter 60, Article 8 of the aforesaid
Code of West Virginia, within the corporate boundaries of the
municipality.

Such tax shall be levied upon the purchaser of said

intoxicating liquor or wine, and shall be added to any collected with
the retail purchase price of such intoxicating liquor or wine.

Such

tax shall be received by the municipality from the State Treasury
pursuant to the rules and regulations adopted by the said Alcohol Beverage
Control Commissioner.

Provided, however, that such tax shall not be

collected on intoxicating liquors sold by or purchased from holders
of a license issued under the provisions of Chapter 60, Article 7 of
said Code of West Virginia.
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE- EFFECTIVE JULY, 1981.
TRODUCED ON FIRST READING ON THE 2nd DAY OF JUNE,
RODUCEO\G ON THE

1981

.
", MAYOR "~ "L/

SHARON THOMAS, CITY RECORDER
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Councilman Savilla moved that the first reading of the ordinance
be adopted as written. The motion was seconded by Councilman King;
the motion carried.
AGENDA ITEM - BASKET BALL COURT TO BE RESURFACED: Councilman Savilla
referred to a petition he had with 175 signatures of people who were in
favor of resurfacing the basketball court at the city park.
Councilman Savilla moved that Council approve $3,000 to the
Recreation Department to resurface the basketball court and replace
the backboards; that he would assume responsibility of making contact
with the contractor. The motion was seconded by Councilman King; the
motion carried.
Councilman Savilla moved that Council approve $110 for two portatoilets to be put over behind the basketball court between the girl's
soft ball field and the T-ball field. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Cunningham; the motion carried.

AGENDA ITEM - USE OF CITY GARAGE BY SANITARY BOARD;
Treasurer, stated:

I

Mr. Greenleaf,

The basic recommendation: Rather than
stipulate how the Sanitary Board may or may
not make improvements upon the property itself
in terms of office space, or other additions,
or improvements, the proposal might better be
termed, "ground rental," wherein the
Sanitary Board would rent the building and
grounds from the city for a more nominal sum;
then, be able to do with it as they please, for
a limited amount of time, probably three years
(the end of this Administration). The figure
presented was $200 per month.
Councilwoman Trout moved that Council accept this recommendation.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Casto; the motion
carried. Councilman King opposed.

AGENDA ITEM - SEALED BIDS OPENED FOR EMPLOYEES HEALTH AND LIFE
INSURANCE: Mrs. Thomas, City Recorder stated she had received two bids:
one sealed, one unsealed. It was moved and duly seconded that Council
accept the unsealed bid; the motion carried.
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Mrs. Thomas moved that the two bids be referred to committee.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Savilla; the motion passed
unanimously. Members of the committee are:
Sharon Thomas, Chairman,
Councilman Savilla,
Chief Hedrick, Nitro Fire Department, and
Mr. Greenleaf, Treasurer.
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AGENDA ITEM - APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR LIFEGUARDS FOR THIS SUMMER
SEASON; Councilman Savilla moved that the list of candidates for
lifeguards for this summer season be accepted with the stipulation that
they are certified lifeguards. The motion was seconded by Coucilwoman
at Large Trout; the motion carried.

I

The candidates for lifeguards are:
Perry Estep (full time),
Melori Pennington (full time),
Anita Harper (full time),
Beth Negley,
Wanda Johnson,
Melanne Pennington,
Lucy Mynes, and
Debra Booth.

AGENDA ITEM - REVISED BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR FY 1981-1982: Mayor Ashley
stated that the Chair would like to make recommendations concerning ways
in which our budget would be revised.

MAYOR ASHLEY PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS:

I
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PERFORMANCE BONUS PROGRAM - SALARIES ADJUSTMENT
It is recommended that a quarterly performance bonus be paid to
all permanent full-time employees who are on the city's permanent
payroll on July 1, 1981. The bonuses would be paid on the following
payroll dates:
October 2, 1981
December 31, 1981
March 26, 1982
June 25, 1982
The amount of the bonuses would be between five percent to
ten percent of the base annual pay excluding overtime. City Officials
would be excluded from participation. The total aggregate cost of the
performance bonus would not exceed $53,000 for Fiscal Year 1981-1982.
The size of the bonus would be determined by the Mayor upon
recommendation by the department head and the Salary Review Committee.
Mayor Ashley stated that it is important to avoid the appearance
of locking in the CBA pledge as a form of salary.

CHARGES MADE FOR UNSCHEDULED TRASH PICKUPS
It is recognized that currently the Department of Public Works
expends considerable effort and time in attending to the trash pickup
needs of our citizens. Therefore, in order to better serve all of our
citizens, we feel it imperative to make charges for all unscheluled
trash pickups.
The proposed schedule is as follows:
Minimum Charge

$50

First hour

Thereafter

$20 each additional % hour

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN REFERENCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
It is recommended that the city make curb-side garbage pickups
effective July 1, 1981. It is anticipated that this would eliminate
two full crews, each employing three individuals.
It is further recommended that the six individuals be terminated
September 15, 1981. The program then could, then, be fully implemented
by October 1, 1981.
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BUDGET INCREASES;

(1) EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE BONUS PROGRAM
(2)

$

BUNKER GEAR FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT

5,000

(3) DRUG ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

8,000

(4) HEALTH DEPARTMENT

10,000

(5)

PURCHASE OF STREET SWEEPER

11,500

(6)

PURCHASE OF RESIDENCE FOR RIDENOUR PARK

25,000

TOTAL

I

53,000

$ 112,500

REVENUE INCREASES:

(1) ADDITIONAL CBA CONTRIBUTION
(2) PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REDUCTION
(3) ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR UNSCHEDULED TRASH PICKUP

TOTAL

$

92,000
60,025
5,000

$ 157,025

THE MAYOR STATED THAT THE RECORD SHOULD SHOW THAT THERE IS NO
RECOMMENDATION FOR AN INCREASE IN CITY SERVICE FEES, OR FOR A REDUCTION IN
FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL.
THE MAYOR FURTHER EXPLAINED THAT THE PROGRAM TO REPLACE SOCIAL SECURITY
WOULD BE EXPANDED BY HIS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, MR. MICHAEL E. GREENLEAF,
AND SUBMITTED TO THE CITY EMPLOYEES FOR RATIFICATION.
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THE DETAILS OF THE PERFORMANCE BONUS PROGRAM AND THE TRASH PICKUP
CHARGES ARE ATTACHED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE COUNCIL MINUTES, ALSO,
ON THE ATTACHED PAGE ARE OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN REFERENCE TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
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Councilman Savilla moved to accept the Revised Budget Proposal
for FY 1981-1982. The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Casto;
the motion carried. Mrs. Thomas abstained.
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AGENDA ITEM - POOL PASSES FOR CITY EMPLOYEES: Councilman Savilla
moved that Council grant free pool passes for full-time city employees
and their immediate family. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cunningham;
the motion carried.
AGENDA ITEM - HOUSE NUMBERING ON WASHINGTON AVENUE; Councilman Cunningham
moved that this be tabled, and that a letter be drafted to be mailed to those
concerned requesting a meeting; the motion was duly seconded. The motion
carried.
AGENDA ITEM - USE OF SATTES PROPERTY ALONG FIRST AVENUE AND HILLSIDE DRIVE
FOR SOCCER; Councilman at Large Casto stated that the Sattes Estate through
Mr. Jim Amburgey have agreed to allow the city bring this property up-to-par
for use of soccer.
The cost was considerably more than had been anticipated,
Mayor Ashley said. Other alternatives were discussed.
This was referred to committee.

Members of the committee are:

Ivan Meadows, Chairman,
Councilman at Large Casto, and
Councilman Savilla.
AGENDA ITEM - CLASS DAY JULY 3, 1981, 3:00 PM TO 12:00 PM - ROCK CONCERT;
Councilman Savilla introduced J. McGill who graduated from Nitro in 1970.
(Information which Mr. McGill introduced to Council is in Supplement file
to the Minutes).
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After further discussion, Councilman Savilla moved that Council underwrite $1,100 for the expense of putting on the Class Day Rock Concert, and
that any profits over and above go to the Nitro Recreation Department. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Casto; the motion was approved by
unanimous vote.
AGENDA ITEM - APPROVAL OF NITRO SANITARY BOARD BUDGET FOR FY 1981-1982:
Mayor Ashley stated that this budget has been examined by the
Nitro Sanitary Board and submitted for approval by Council as a part of the
budget of the city and its agencies.
A COPY OF THE PROPOSED SANITARY BOARD BUDGET FOR FY 1981-1982
IS AS FOLLOWS:

I

399

I

PROPOSED SANITARY BOARD"BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1981 - 82

Total Projected Revenue

$564,852

Projected Operating Costs:
General and Administrative
Billing and Collection
Sewage Collection System
Pumping System

'

'

$ 146,880

\8
106,932
71,320

Treatment Plant

151,592

I

$564,852

Surplus

•

-0-

Af ter much discussion, Ward I Councilman Joe Savilla moved that
Council accept the Nitro Sanitary Board Budget for FY 1981-1982.
The motion was seconded by Councilman at Large Casto; the motion
carried.
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AGENDA ITEM - PETITION EXPRESSING PERMISSION TO COMMENCE OPERATION
OF A WASHINGTON AVENUE LAND FILL: Councilman Cunningham moved to
authorize the City Attorney to procure the necessary legal documents
to proceed with the project. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
at Large Trout; the motion carried.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
COUNCILMAN CUNNINGHAM: Councilman Cunningham referred to a letter
to him from Monsanto in reference to a trash compactor that will be
donated to the City of Nitro, and requested that the City Attorney
direct a letter to Monsanto giving them the information needed. (Copy
of letter is in supplement file to the minutes.)
COUNCILWOMAN TROUT: Councilwoman Trout stated that a committee
made up of herself, Councilman King, and Councilman Cunningham, and
their duty was to find a way to provide accurate minutes of the
Council Meetings.
Councilwoman Trout moved to designate one employee to be city typist;
that top priority would be preparing Council Minutes within three to four
days following Council Meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Savilla;
the motion passed unanimously.
COUNCILMAN KING; Councilman King thanked numerous people for their
help in reference to the dedication of The War Memorial.
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE CASTO: Councilman at Large Casto announced that
C O U N C I L M A N

C I T I Z E N

0F

R O N A L D
THE

S.

K I N G

I

w a s named

M 0 M T H for the month of June.

Councilman Cunningham moved for adjournment. The motion was seconded
by Councilman at Large Casto; the motion passed unanimously. Meeting was
adjourned at 10:28 pm.
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