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Grade Crosasings

In other years Charleston has been no-
foriowly dilatory in planning for its future
srowth. Dead-end, dog-leg streets have served
to impeds traffic and keep Tealty values at a
minimuim, Visitors have remarked at our fail-
ure to see ahead, Grade crossings have taken
many lives, &

Now perhaps we have entered upon & new
ors. We are planning for & city of a quarter of
& million. Bome things have to be undone and
done cwl; again, Our city planning commis-
dlon 1s working on these.

Every olty has its dtlstinct individuxlity,
just as pesple hive. Some cities have vi-

“slon, and in that class Is our neighbering
city of St. Aldany. Its fine leading citizens

" have planned fer the future and with the
- intent of presezving the city’s charm. There

. are many wide strests in the residentia!
seotlen, there ia a fine bridge over the
Kanawha river and—Bt Albana has two
under-grade and sne over-grade passes at

- railrend erossings. 1t has five other grade
cressings ‘which it plans to eliminate in the

. future. .

The vision of the St. Albans planners was
shown when they bullt their underpass in ad-
vance .of the construction of the bridge they
Were sértain would come. That takes brains. . 1

. Xow take Charleston in comparison. It has-’
one wnder-grade’ croming at. Florlds street
&nd-one on the South Bide at Ferry branéh,. -
%he.latter little more than & culvert. It also
Xus: o one-way culvert underpass at Porters
Bollow and one at Union Mission hollow—that
feall,

But 'we have 15 grade crossings of pri-

- mary fmpertance and 10 of secondary im-
porianes. Besldes, we have 32 other grade
sremsings, seme industrial and others-com-
paratively ltttle wsed, But we have 57 grade

| Stessiags i all

Down through the years we have been
negligent in ‘trying to eliminate these grade
eroseings. Many lives have been lost because
©f them, and there has been constant delay of .
Araffio. Government funds have been available
for ‘grade. crossing elimination but none of it
Bas been utllived, unless we consider the South
Side bridge that crosses the C. & O. tracks, But
that was part of the bridge project and had to

" e provided ax part of the bridge approach.

Mow Bt. Albans plans ahead is seen in the
somstruction of its under-pass on Third street,
$hat leads to the Kanawha river bridge. Those
who were ioatrumental in: getilng the under-
Pess constructed had a further and finer ob-
Jective. That was the St. Albans-Sattes bridge.
The uriderpass was started May 1, 1030 but it
Was planned long before that. The bridge
came along nearly four years later, construc-
tom starting. Feb. 18, 1934. The other St. Al-
Bens underpass is at Washington street, the
over-grade pass on Route 80, ’ ’

'y Think of 1t—8t.” Albans ‘with a population
J lesa than 4,000 and. with two undergrade
a8d one over-grade crossings, and Charleston,
wih & population of 70,000 or more with but
WO or three if you want to count the South
84de bridge. That puts us even with St. Albans
with our population 17 times as great.

. But there 15 hope. The clty planning com-
mission is preparing tentative plans for cross-
ing elmination—18 of primary and 10 of sec-
ondary importance. .We are lnformed that
Tecommendations, based upon months of study,
will be roady within a few days. ’

. WAl this survey report and these recom-
nundations be pigeon-holed? -




